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ON 
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OT 


EDMUND     SPENSER. 


EULOGY  ON  SPENSER. 

FBOM  8HAK8PBARB'8  PASSIONATE  PILORIM. 

'*  If  Mnaiek  and  sweet  Poetry  agree, 
Aa  tfaejr  must  needs,  the  aister  and  the  brother* 
Then  most  the  lore  be  great  'twixt  thee  and  me. 
Because  thou  lor'st  the  one,  and  I  the  other.-* 
DowLAwn  to  thee  ia  dear,  whoae  heaTenly  touch 
Upon  the  lute  doth  rayish  human  sense  ; 
Spevsbr,  to  me,  whose  deep  conceit  is  such 
As,  passing  all  conceit,  needs  no  defence  : 
Thou  lov'st  to  hear  the  sweet  melodious  sound 
That  Phoebus'  lute,  the  Queen  of  Musick,  makea , 
And  I  in  deep  delight  am  chiefly  drown'd. 
When  as  himself  to  singing  he  betakes. 
One  god  is  god  of  both,  as  poets  feign. 
One  knight  loves  both,  and  both  ia  thee  remain." 


Writebs  on  English  Literature  are  unanimous  in  assigning  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
the  title  of  the  Augustan  age ;  an  application  in  every  way  just,  as,  to  her  encourage- 
ment and  example  may  be  attributed  the  revival  of  letters  in  this  country.  From  the 
death  of  Chaucer  to  the  birth  of  Spenser^  a  period  of  nearly  two  centuries,  but  few,  and 
those  not  important  names  had  been  added  to  the  records  of  our  literary  history.  Tlie 
wntiDgsof  Gower,  Occleve,  Lydgate,  and  Caxton,  with  some  few  monkish  legends,  and  the 
poems  of  Suney,  Wyatt,  and  Sackville^  may  be  enumerated  as  among  the  chief  addi- 
tions to  our  poetry  during  that  stormy  period  when  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by 
the  struggles  between  the  followers  of  the  Church  of  Rome^  and  the  advocates  of  the 
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j  •  Reformation.     In  every  age  and  country,  religious  dissensions  have  been  unfavourable 
to  the  progress  of  Literature;   and  to  these  continued  troubles  may  be  ascribed  its 
utter  prostration  in  England  at  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.    Her 
accession  was  hailed  with  no  common  feeling  of  enthusiasm  by  both  the  court  and  the 
people,  who,  weary  of  the  merciless  exactions  of  her  father  from  wbich  the  reign  of  the 
youthful  Edward  proved  but  a  transient  relief,  and  groaning  beneath  the  bigotry  and  san- 
guinary persecutions  of  her  sister,  beheld  in  their  new  queen  the  harbinger  of  a  happier 
season  ;  nor  were  these  hopes  disappointed.      During  the  strict  seclusion  in  which  she 
had  been  detained  by  Mary,  Elizabeth  had  acquired,  under  the  able  tuition  of  the 
erudite  and  elegant  minded  Ascham,  no  small  share  of  those  intellectual  acquirements 
which  are  usually  confined  to  the  sterner  sex.    Thus  nurtured,  her  inclinations  naturally 
leaned  to  the  society  of  tliose  who  were  conspicuous  for  either  talent  or  learning :  from 
among  these  she  selected  her  counsellors,  and,  aided  by  their  willing  co-operation,  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  impulse   to  literature  which   has  increased  rather  than  diminished 
under  every  succeeding  sovereign.    The  forty-five  years  of  her  reign  must  be  regarded 
as  the  brightest  epoch  of  our  national  history,  and  may  challenge  the  annak  of  Europe 
to  rival  the  galaxy  of  men,  so  illustrious  in  arms  and  arts,  who  flourished  under  her 
auspices.    It  is  a  period  which,  of  all  others,  has  a  peculiar  charm  for  the  sympathies 
of  youth ;  and  though  in  after  years  reason  and  experience  may  in  some  degree  tempei 
the  warmth  of  our  imaginations,  and  dispose  us  to  contemplate  the  character  of  Elizabetli 
in  a  more  just  and  less  romantic  light,  it  must  ever  retain  an  especial  place  in  our  regards 
as  the  age  which  produced  such  men  as  Spenser,  Raleigh,  Sidney,  and  Shakspeare 
The  life  and  writings  of  Spenser,  *'  the  fascinating  poet  of  Faerie  Land/'  and  one  of  th< 
fairest  ornaments  of  this  era,  the  following  observations  are  designed  to  illustrate. 

When  Sir  James  Mackintosh  was  invited  by  a  body  of  London  Booksellers  to  super 
intend  an  edition  of  the  Poets,  from  Chaucer  to  Cowley,  he  characterized  the  life  c 
Spenser  as  one  which  would  ofier  no  little  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  paucity  of  mate 
rials  for  its  execution.  This  difficulty  has  certainly  not  been  removed ;  but  though,  un 
able  to  present  the  reader  with  any  new  facts  relating  to  the  "  Prince  of  Poets  of  h 
time,"  we  may,  perhaps,  while  condensing  the  existing  information,  so  guide  him  to  th 
beauties  of  our  author,  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  wading  through  the  more  voluminoi 
labours  of  Todd  and  Warton. 

Edmund  Spenser,  styled   the  "  Sunrise,'*  as  Chaucer    was  the  "  Day  Starre,** 
English  poetry,  was  bom  in  the  year  1553,  in  East  Smithfield, — ^in 


<i 


Mferry  London,  my  most  kindly  nnrta, 
That  to  me  give  this  life's  fint  netiv^e  source, 
Though  from  another  place  I  take  my  name, 
A  house  of  ancient  fame." 


Although  frequently  referrmg  in  his  poems  to  his  gentle  birth,  and  claiming  in  soi 
of  his  dedications  consanguinity  with  the  noble  house  of  Spencer,  of  his  parentage  he  r 
left  us  no  record.     The  university  of  Cambridge  had  the  honour  of  his  education  ;  a 
though  the  history  of  his  coU^^  life  partakes  of  the  same  obscurity  that  envelopes 
origin,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  he  was  admitted  a  sizar  of  Pembroke  Hall,  May  * 
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1569, — that  be  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  June  16,  1572-3,— and  that  of 
Master  of  Arts,  June  26,  1576. 

We  gather  from  their  correspondence,  that  he  here  became  intimate  with  the  learned, 
but  pedantic,  Gabriel  Harvey,  of  Christchurch ;  and  to  his  critical  opinions,  although 
occa^kmally  fantastic,  he  seems  to  have  paid  great  deference*.  During  his  residence  at 
Cambridge,  he  gave  evidence  of  his  poetical  abilities,  and  was  well  known  to  his  fellow 
students  as  a  votary  of  the  Muses,  having  contributed,  although  anonymously,  several  poems 
to  the  **  Theatre  of  Worldlings,"  published  in  1569.  But  his  hopes  of  further  advance-  • 
ment  at  the  university  having  been  annihilated,  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  with  the  master 
of  the  society  to  which  he  belonged,  respecting  some  preferment  unjustly  conferred  upon  a 
rival,  he  withdrew  to  the^North  of  England,  where  he  lived  as  tutor  in  the  family  of  one 
of  his  relatives.  In  this  retirement  he  became  enamoured  of  the  "  widdowe's  daughter  of 
the  glenne,"  a  lady  of  no  common  accomplishments,  whom  he  has  celebrated  in  his 
poems,  under  the  name  of^Rosalind.  In  one  of  the  notes  to  ''The  Shepheards 
Calendar,"  she  is  said  to  have  been  one  **  that  for  her  rare  and  singular  gifls  of  person  and 
mmd,  Spenser  need  not  have  been  ashamed  to  love."  Nor  was  she  insensible  of  her 
lover's  merit ;  for,  according  to  Harvey,  ''  gentle  Mistresse  Rosalinde  once  reported  him 
to  have  all  the  intelligences  at  commandment,  and  another  time  christened  him  Signor 
Pegaso." — Td  this  attachment  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  his  sweetest  productions.  He  • 
lecms  to  have  loved  with  the  most  fervent  ardour ;  and  has  imparted  to  the  strains  in 
which  he  sang  the  praises  of  his  mistress,  a  tone  of  tender  entreaty  inexpressibly  beautifuL 
Of  this  afiair,  too  little  is  known ;  but  the  very  mystery  in  which  it  is  enshrined,  has 
thrown  around  the  tradition  of  the  poet's  first  love,  all  the  **  strong  interest  of  reality, 
and  aU  the  charm  of  romance  and  poetry."  But  the  passion  which  gave  birth  to  so  • 
many  exquisite  lyrics  was  doomed  to  be  but  a  day-dream  ;  the  affections  of  Rosalind 
were  transferred  to  another,  the  Menalcas  of  the  Shepheards  Calendar ;  and  Spenser 
poured  forth  in  tuneful  numbers  his  complaint,  "  how  he  was  forsaken  unfaithfully ; 
and  in  his  stead  another  received  disloyally." 

Having  removed  to  London  at  the  suggestion  of  Harvey,  he  there  published  the  ' 
Shepheards  Calendar  in  1579.  This  Poem,  which  is  composed  in  a  style  of  language  • 
Marly  obsolete  in  the  age  iii  which  it  was  written,  is  therefore  accompanied  by  a  glosse 
or  commentary,  which  was  furnished,  together  with  an  introductory  letter  to  Harvey,  by 
E.  K.,  respecting  whose  identity  many  ingenious  conjectures  have  been  hazarded;  but 
every  attempt  at  his  discovery  has  been  meffectual :  that  he  was  an  intimate  and  partial 
friend  of  the  author,  is  evident. 

Am  a  Pastoral,  the  value  of  the  Shepheards  Calendar  is  considerably  diminished,  by  • 
hAag  written  in  a  quaint  and  antiquated  dialect,^  and  by  the  frequent  satire  on  ecclesias- 

*  **  Hsrvey***  gajt  D'lmali,  in  those  eitriom  ind  entertsming  volnmM, "  The  Celemitiei  of  Authors/'  '*  is 
BOt  oflknown  to  the  lot «r  of  poetiy,  from  hie  connectioii  with  Spenbsr,  who  lored  and  revered  him.  He 
i«  tbm  Hobjfnol,  who»e  poem  is  prefixed  to  the  Fserie  Qaeene,  who  introduced  Spenser  to  Sir  Philip 
Sidii^«  and  hesides  his  intimacy  with  the  literary  characters  of  his  time,  he  was  a  Doctor  of  Laws,  an 
flndsM  aeholar,  and  distinguished  as  a  poet."  The  most  remarkable  feature  of  his  life  was  his  quarrel  with 
JimMh^  Greentfi  and  the  most '  pregnant  Lucianio  wits  who  ever  flourished  at  one  time,' "  for  an  account  of 
wUefc.  eee  Hhm  mark  quoted  above. 
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tical  matters,  certainly  incongruous  in  tbe  mouths  of  the  msdc  heroes,  who  have  been 
not  inaptly  styled  by  Campbell,  *'  parsons  in  disguise."    The  consequence  of  this 
obtrusion  of  Church  Polemics  into  the  simplicity  of  rural  affairs  has  been,  that  the 
Eclogues  for  May.  July,  and  September,  are  anything  but  Pastorals.     Independent, 
however,  of  these  blemishes,  the  poem  is  enriched  with  many  passages  of  exquisite 
'  beauty ;   and  in  the  Eclogues  for  January,  June,  October,  and  December,  the  descriptions 
of  nature  are  minute  and  luxuriant,  and  may  be  cited  as  among  the  sweetest  specimens 
of  their  class,  extant  in  our  language.     Dryden  and  Pope  hare  bestowed  upon  it  their 
most  emphatic  applause ;  and  the  former  has  not  hesitated  to  place  it  in  the  same  rank 
with  the  writings  of  Theocritus  or  Virgil.    The  novelty  of  its  subject  and  its  style ;  it 
being  the  first  poem  of  the  kind  published  in  England,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
Lord  Buckhurst*s  *'  Induction  and  Legend  of  Henry  Duke  of  Buckingham"*  (the  allego- 
rical pictures  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Warton, ''  are  so  beautifully  drawn,  that  in  all 
probability  they  contributed  to  direct,  or  at  least  to  stimulate,  Spenser's  imagination"), 
excited  universal  attention ;  and  such  was  its  popularity  that,  during  the  author's  life 
time,  it  passed  through  no  less  than  five  editions.     It  is  supposed  that  some  political 
passages  in  these  poems,  especially  the  allusions  to  Abp.  Grindall,   in  the  Eclogue  for 
April,  excited  the  wrath  of  the  great  Burghley,  the  effects  of  which  had  no  inconsiderable 
influence  on  the  Poet's  after-life.     In  vain  he  distinguished  the  minister  with  the  most 
flattering  adulation  in  one  of  the  sonnets  prefixed  to  the  Faerie  Queene :  the  mighty 
Peere  remained  implacable ;  and  it  is  doubtless  to  the  loss  of  this  noble's  *'  grace"  that  he 
alludes  in  the  following  terse  and  pregnant  lines  from  Mother  Hubberds  Tale : 

"  Most  misenble  mm,  whom  wicked  fate 
Hath  brought  to  court,  to  sua,  for  had-jrwist. 
That  few  hath  found,  and  many  one  haUi  mbt  I 
Full  little  knowest  thou,  that  hast  not  tiide, 
What  hell  it  is,  in  suing  long  to  hide : 
To  looae  good  dajea,  that  might  he  better  spent; 
To  wast  long  nights  in  pensire  discontent ; 
To  speed  to-day,  to  be  put  back  to-morrow ; 
To  feede  on  hope,  to  pine  with  feare  and  sorrow ; 
To  have  thy  princes  grace,  yet  want  her  peeroa ; 
To  have  thy  asking,  yet  waite  manie  yeares ; 
To  fret  thy  soule  with  crosses  and  with  cares ; 
To  eate  thy  heart  through  comfortlesse  despaires ; 
To  fawoe,  to  crowche,  to  wmite,  to  ride,  to  ronne : 
To  spend,  to  gire,  to  want,  to  be  undonne. 
Unhappie  wight,  borne  to  desastrous  end. 
That  doth  his  life  in  BO  long  tendance  spend  !** 

But  if  the  Shepheards  Calendar  procured  for  its  author  a  powerful  enemy,  on  the  otli< 
hand  it  secured  him  some  no  less  powerful  friends.  The  poem,  partly  written  at  Pen 
hurst,  was  dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  who,  from  this  period  to  the  close  of  h 

*  Published  in  "  The  Mirror  for  Magistrates,"  1559— a  eolleotion  of  storiea  by  different  anthora»  on  t 
plan  of  Boccaccio's  *'  De  Casibns  Viromm  Illustriom."  Of  this  Induction  and  Legend,  HalIaiD,in  his  1 
troduction  to  the  literatnra  of  Europe,  says, "  It  displays  a  fertility  of  imagination,  Tividness  of  deacriptic 
and  strength  of  language,  not  only  tupeiior  to  the  productions  of  any  of  his  predeoeaiors,  bat  will  bi 
comparison  with  some  of  the  most  poetical  passages  of  Spenser." 
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oareety  coQUnued  the  kbd  protector  of  Spenser,  and  obtaiDed  for  him  the  countenance 
and  support  of  his  uncle  the  £arl  of  Leicester.  /  By  Leicester,  Spenser  was  received 
into  his  house,  for  the  furtherance,  no  doubt,  of  some  literary  undertaking ;  probably 
to  assist  in  the  composition  of  the  '*  Stemtnata  Dudleiana,**  an  account  of  the  Earl's 
genealogy,  on  which,  in  one  of  his  letters,  the  Poet  states^himself  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  1580.  About  July  in  the  same  year,  he  wa^  indebted  to  his  patron  for  an  • 
appointment  as  secretary  to  Arthur  Lord  Grey  de  Wilton,  Chen  nommated  Lord  Deputy 
of  Icektndj'  which  situation  he  held  during  the  two  years  of  that  nobleman's  admmistra- 
tioQ.  Lord  Qrey's  measures  with  the  Irish  were  energetic  and  severe,— so  much  so,  as 
to  have  induced  his  recall  to  England  :  and  to  this  event  Spenser  alludes  in  his  Faerie 
Qneene,  when  describing  Artegall  returning  from  the  succour  of  Irene,  as  leaving  his 
laboun  iocomplete  >— 

"  But,  era  ha  could  refom  it  thoroughly, 
He  dirongh  occasion  called  was  away 
To  Faerie  Court,  that  of  neceashy 
His  eouxae  of  ivstiGe  he  was  font  to  stay." 

Many  yean  afterwards,  he  appeared  as  the  advocate  of  Lord  Grey ;  and  in  his  elaborate  ^ 
**  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland,"  has  successfully  vindicated  his  measures  and  his  reputa- 
tion. In  1566,  through  the  combined  influence  of  this  nobleman,  the  Earl  of  Leicester, 
and  Sir  PhOip  Sidney,  Spenser  received  a  grant  of  3028  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of  Cork,^* 
being  a  portion  of  the  forfeited  estates  of  the  rebel  earls  of  Desmond.  This  was  the  last 
kindness  which  he  received  from  his  generous  friend  and  patron  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  On  the 
22d  of  September  of  the  same  year,  this  accomplished  scholar, — this  gallant  knight,— this 
••  fiowre  of  chivalrie,"  received  his  death- wound  before  the  walls  of  Zutphen,  in  Guelder- 
laad,  while  nobly  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Protestant  religion.  He  lingered  till  the 
17di  October,  when  he  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  secretary  and  friend,  Mr.  William 
Temple,  tfy  the  tenor  of  the  grant,  our  poet  was  compelled  to  reside  on  his  newly-  « 
acquired  property,  and  accordingly  fixed  his  residence  at  Rilcolman  castle,  about  two 
miles  distant  from  Doneraile. '  Although  now  presenting  a  very  different  aspect,  this 
spot  seems  to  haye  o£fered  considerable  attractions  to  a  man  of  Spenser's  temperament. 
The  castle  was  situated  on  an  elevation,  on  the  north  side  of  a  fine  lake,  in  the  midst  of 
an  extensive  plain,  whose  horizon  was  terminated  by  the  distant  mountains  of  Waterford, 
BaQyhoura,  Nagle,  and  Kerry.  The  views  from  its  site^  are  most  delightful ;  and  in 
Spenser's  time,  when  the  adjacent  uplands  were  wooded,  it  must  have  been  a  most  plea-  • 
santand  romantic  situation,  to  which  we  no  doubt  are  indebted  for  many  of  those  glowing 
deactiptions  of  forest  and  pastoral  scenery,  with  which  his  writings  so  richly  abound. 
The  river  Mulla  flowed  through  his  grounds.  In  this  congenial  retreat,  enlivened  by  the  * 
society  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  bad  succeeded  Sidney  as  his  Msecenas,  Spenser 
finidied  the  first  part  of  his  glorious  and  imperishable  Faerie  Queene ;  and  having  received 
the  critical  encomium  of  the  "  Shepheard  of  the  Ocean,''  accompanied  his  patron  toEng- 
land,  where,  in  1690,  he  gave  to  the  world  the  fruits  of  his  matured  intellect.  It  was 
fobliBhed  with  the  title  of  The  Faerie  Queene;  disposed  into  Twelve Bookes,  fashioning 
Xtt4f orall  Vertnea"  (although  in  this  first  edition  only  three  books  were  published) ; 
ud,  as  appears  from  a  conversation  in  his  friend  Ludowick  Bryskett's  "  Discourse  oi 
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Civil  life/'  waa^tended  "  to  repreaent  all  the  Mondl  VirtaeSy  assigning  to  every  firtae  a 
Knight,  to  be  patron  and  defender  of  the  same ;  in  whose  actions,  feats  of  armes,  and 
chivalry,  the  operation  of  that  virtue,  whereof  he  is  the  protector,  are  to  be  expressed ; 
and  the  vices  and  unruly  appetites  that  oppose  themselves  against  the  same,  to  be  beaten 
downe  and  overcome."  | 

At  this  period  Spenser  was  introduced  by  Raleigh  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  who,  in 
February,  1590-1,  as  we  learn  from  a  patent  discovered  in  the  chapel  of  the  Rolls,  by 
the  indefatigable  Malone,  conferred  upon  him  a  yearly  pension  of  fifty  pounds,  which  he 
enjoyed  till  his  death.     It  has  been  asserted  by  some  of  the  poet's  biographers,  that, 
attached  to  this  pension  was  the  office  of  laureat ;  but  it  has  been  satisfactorily  proved 
by  Malone,  that  Spenser,  although  addressed  by  that  title  by  his  contemporaries,  was  never 
officially  appointed  to  the  situation.  In  reference  to  this  office,  Gibbon  (in  the  1 2th  volume 
of  his  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire)  remarks,  **  From  Augustus  to  Louis,  the 
Muse  has  too  often  been  false  and  venal ;  but  I  much  doubt  whether  any  age  or  court  can 
produce  a  similar  establishment  of  a  stipendiary  poet,  who,  in  every  reign,  and  at  all 
events,  is  bound  to  furnish,  twice  a  year,  a  measure  of  praise  and  verse,  such  as  may  be 
sung  in  the  chapel,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  presence  of  the  sovereign/'    Setting  aside  the 
adulation  which  the  appointment  entailed,  and  which  is  now  obsolete,  we  are  not  disposed 
to  quarrel  with  the  office ;  for,  at  the  least,  it  offers  an  encouragement  to  literary  men,  in 
the  certainty  of  an  income,  no  unwelcome  benefit  to  a  race  not  generally  possessed  of  a 
superfluity  of  this  world's  gear,  and  though  originating,  no  doubt,  in  royal  vanity,  it  has 
not  unfrequently  lightened  the  sorrows  and  sweetened  the  labours  of  ^*  these  Foster-babes 

«  of  Fame.''  After  the  publication  of  his  poem,  Spenser  returned  to  Ireland ;  and  during 
his  absence  from  court,  encouraged  by  the  popularity  into  which  his  works  were  rapidly 
advancing,  his  bookseller  collected  and  printed  bis  minor  pieces,  in  a  volume,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  title  and  contents : — 

•  *'  Connplaints,  containing  sundrie  small  Poemes  of  the  World's  Vanitie:  viz.  1,  Thi 
Ruines  of  Time.  2,  The  Teares  of  the  Muses.  3,  Virgils  Gnat.  4,  Prosopopoia,  oi 
Mother  Hubberds  Tale.  5,  The  Ruines  of  Rome,  by  BeUay.  6,  Muiopotmos,  or  thi 
Fate  of  the  Butterflie.  7,  Visions  of  the  Worlds  Vanitie.  8,  Bellayes  Visions.  9 
Petrarches  Visions."  ^  These  pieces,  although  considerably  inferior  to  his  great  work,  hav* 
yet  participated  in  the  fame  with  which  it  endowed  its  author,  and,  without  reference  t< 
their  intrinsic  merits,  have  been  equally  lauded  by  his  critics.  This  want  of  discrimina 
tion  may  be  attributed  to  the  dazzle  of  his  name,  which  has  induced  them,  with  a  blin< 
devotion,  to  heap  upon  his  minor  poems  those  eulogiums  which  can  only  be  justl 

r  claimed  by  the  Faerie  Queene.  6f  these,  *'  Mother  Hubberds  Tale,"  though  written  i 
the  "  raw  conceit  of  youth,"  is  certainly  the  best;  it  abounds  with  satirical  hits  at  the  lead 
ing  features  of  the  times,  the  priests  and  the  court :  the  lines  devoted  to  this  lattc 
subject  embody  the  description  of  the  miseries  of  a  place-hunter,  already  quoted.  Th 
language  is  bold  and  nervous,  and  the  narrative  in  general  unembarrassed.  Take,  fc 
example,  the  following  description  of  the  ape  purloining  the  crown,  sceptre,  and  hid 
«  which  he  had  doft  for  heat,"  fiom  the  King  of  the  Forest.  To  this  adventure  he 
inritAd  bv  the  fox :— 
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"  Loath  waa  the  ape  (though  praiaed)  to  adTenter 
Yet  fiuntly  gan  into  hia  worke  to  enter. 
Afraid  of  ererie  leaf  that  atir'd  him  by. 
And  eyerie  atick  that  underneath  did  Ij : 
Upon  hia  tiptoea  nioely  he  np  went. 
For  making  nojae,  and  atill  hia  eare  he  lent 
To  OTerie  aonnd  that  under  hearen  blew. 
Now  went,  now  atopt,  now  crept,  now  haokward  draw. 
That  it  good  aport  had  been  him  to  have  eyde  j 
Yet  at  the  laat  (ao  well  he  him  applyde). 
Through  hia  fine  handling,  and  hia  cleanly  play. 
He  all  thoae  royall  ngnea  had  atolne  away. 
And  with  the  fozea  heipe  them  borne  aaide 
Into  a  aecret  comer  uneapide." 

In  tbe  above,  the  trepidation  and  anxiety  of  the  robber  are  admirably  drawn.     In 
"  The  Raines  of  Time/'  in  which  he  adverts  to  the  untimely  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Leicester,    are  many  noble  passages;  and  Mr.  Ellis  has  selected  one  of  the  most 
spirited,  for  insertion  in  his  valuable  Specimens.   ''  Muiopotmos"  is  one  of  the  most  ele-  ^ 
gant  of  all  Spenser's  minor  poems,  and  possesses  much  of  the  lavishness  of  imagery  and 
description  so  conspicuous  in  his  more  polished  works.  ''  The  Teares  of  the  Muses/'  com- 
prise their  lament  for  the  decay  of  learning.  '*  Daphnaida/'  an  Elegy  on  Douglas  Howard, 
dau^ter  of  Henry  Lord  Howard,  appeared  Jan.  1, 1591-2 ;  and  in  1595,  was  published  * 
"  Colin  Clouts  Come  Home  Againe,"  in  which  the  Poet  gives  an  account  of  his  visit  to 
England  and  his  introduction  to  the  queen,  with  familiar  sketches  of  his  contemporaries 
under  feigned  names.     Attached  to  "  Colin  Clout"  was  **  Astrophel,"  a  collection  of  "» 
elegiac  poems  on  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  supposed  to  have  been  written  on 
I    the  immediate  occasion  of  hb  death.  The  characteristics  of  this  work  are  conceit  and  • 
I    pedantry,  but  often  redeemed  by  tender  sentiments  and  noble  expressions.    The  best  of  • 
I    the  poems  is  ''  The  Mourning  Muse  of  Thestylis ;"  and  in  the  El^y,  **  A  Friends 
I    Passion  for  his  Astrophel,"  we  have  an  atoning  charm  in  the  following  graceful  portrait 
I    of  Sidney  :^ 

!  "  When  he  descended  downe  to  the  monnt 

Hia  personage  seemed  moat  divine : 
I  A  thousand  graoea  one  might  oonnt 

'  Upon  hia  lovely  cheerfnll  eine  : 

.  To  heare  him  apeake  and  sweetly  smile 

'  You  were  in  Paradiae  the  while. 

'*  A  aweet  attractive  kinde  of  grace, 
A  full  aaanrance  given  by  lookes, 
Continnall  comfort  in  a  fiiee. 
The  lineamenta  of  Goapel  bookes ; 

I  trowe  that  countenance  cannot  lie, 

Whoae  thoughts  are  legible  in  the 


Waa  never  eie  did  see  that  face, 
Waa  never  eare  did  heare  that  tong, 
Waa  never  minde  did  minde  hia  grace. 
That  ever  thofught  the  travail  loage. 

But  eiea,  and  eares,  and  ev'ry  thought. 
Were  with  hia  aweete  perftctioni  caught.' 
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In  this  coUcction  occure  «  An  Elegy  on  Sir  Philip  Sidney,"  written  by  his  sister,  Mary 
Countess  of  Pembroke,  the  celebrated  subject  of  Jonson's  pragnant  Epitaph  :— 


"  UnderoMtb  thU  sable  hene. 
Lies  the  snbjeoC  of  all  rene^ 
Sidkkt'b  sister,  Pkmbrokb'b  motlier. 
Death,  ere  thou  hast  killed  another 
Leam'd.  and  iair,  and  good  as  she. 
Time  shall  throir  a  dart  at  thee." 


•   In  the  same  year  were  published^  "  Amoretti/'  or  Sonnets,  apparently  written  during 

his  courtehipof  a  less  faithless  fair  than  Rosalind,  whom  he  afterwards  married,  and  bj 

her  left  several  children.     '  These  sonnets  overflow  with  chaste  sentiments  and  beautiful 

imagery,  and  are,  in  truth, 

"  Such  talea,  as  told  to  any  maid 
B  J  aneh  a  man,  in  the  green  sh  ade. 
Were  perilons  to  hear!" 

The  portrait  of  hb  Elizabeth  is  luxuriant  and  characteristic  :— 

"  Fayre  is  my  love,  when  her  fiiyre  golden  hairss 
With  the  loose  wjnd  ye  waring  chance  to  marke; 
Fajrre,  when  the  rose  in  her  red  oheekes  appeares ; 
Or  in  her  eyea  the  fyre  of  lore  does  sparke ; 
Fajre,  when  her  brest,  Ijke  a  rich  laden  barke, 
With  pretious  merchandize  she  forth  doth  lay ; 
Fayre,  when  that  cloud  of  pryde,  which  oft  doth  dark 
Her  goodly  light,  with  smiles  she  drives  away ; 
But  fayrest  she,  when  so  she  doth  display 
The  gate  with  pearles  and  nibyes  richly  dight ; 
Throgh  which  her  words  so  wise  do  make  their  way 
Tobeare  the  message  of  her  gentle  spright. 

The  rest  be  workes  of  Nature's  wonderment ; 
But  this  the  worke  of  harts  astonishment." 

In  the  tenth  Canto  of  Book  VI.  of  the  Faerie  Queene,  she  is  also  described ;  and  thi 
poet  claims  for  her  the  honours  of  a  **  Fourth  Grace ;"  and  in  the  seventy-fourth  sonne 
classing  her  with  his  mother,  and  the  queen,  as  "  Ye  three  Elizabeths,"  he  calls  her, 

"  The  third,  my  love,  my  lifes  last  ornament, 
By  whom  my  spirit  oat  of  dost  was  raysed : 
To  speake  her  prayse  and  glory  ezcellent^ 
Of  all  alive  most  worthy  to  be  praysed.^ 

•  But  the  **  Epithalamion,"  written  on  his  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his  love,  fa 
transcends  everything  of  the  like  description.  ''  It  is  a  strain  redolent  of  a  Bridegroom'; 
joy  and  of  a  Poet's  fancy. — It  is  an  intoxication  of  ecstacy,  ardent,  noble,  and  pure."*^ 
There  is  no  other  nuptial  song  of  equal  beauty  in  our  language.  Spenser  has  throwi 
his  whole  soul  into  this  glorious  lay ;  and  it  stands  confessed  the  very  essence  of  hi 
imaginative  genius. 

The  '*  Fowre  Hymnes  on  Love  and  Beautie,*'  dedicated  to  the  Countesses  of  Cumberland 
and  Warwick,  the  dedication  to  whom  is  not  a  little  curious,  and  the  "  Prothalamion,*'  i\ 
honour  of  the  marriages  of  Ladies  Elizabeth  and  Catherine  Somerset,  to  H.  Gifibrd  an< 

*  Hallam. 
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W.  Peters,  Esqrs.,  were  alao  published  in  1596.  In  the  first  are  some  spirited  lines 
in  honour  of  beauty;  and  the  latter  contains  much  poetical  imagery,  melodiously 
expressed. 

Having  thus  cursorily  enumerated  the  chief  of  what  are  generally  called  Spenser's 
Minor  Poems,  we  may  here  hazard  a  few  words  as  to  their  general  merit  in  relation  to 
"  The  Faerie  Qaeene.*'  Though  possessed  in  the  highest  degree  of  poetical  feelings  and 
imagination,  Spenser  was  evidently  of  an  indolent  turn  of  mind,  and  required  a  strong 
excitement  to  exhibit  his  intellect  in  all  its  force.  In  the  production  of  these  stray  pieces, 
these  wai&, — if  they  may  be  so  denominated,  no  such  inducement  was  offered.  Enamoured ' 
of  its  ^*  dark  conceit,"  he  seems  to  have  placed  his  whole  hopes  of  fame  on  his  Faerie 
Queene,  and  to  have  considered  the  labour  bestowed  on  any  other  production,  as  so  much 
stolen  from  his  great  work  ;  and  this  may  perhaps  account  for  the  vast  abyss  which  in 
general  separates  it  from  the  ofl^pring  of  his  less  disciplined  muse.  But  though  thus 
dissenting  from  the  judgment  of  those  who  assert  that  he  has  no  &u]ts,  we  reverentially 
concur  in  the  dictum  of  Warton,  that, ''  in  reading  Spenser,  if  the  critic  is  not  satisfied,* 
yet  the  reader  is  transported."  Perhaps  the  most  vigorous  of  the  pieces  now  under 
consideration  are  the  fables  of  ''  the  Oake  and  the  Brier,"  and  "  The  Kidde  and  the 
Foxe,"  in  «  The  Shepheard's  Calendar,"  and  "  Mother  Hubberds  Tale,"  "  Muiopotmos," 
and  the  **  Epithalamion." 

Daring  this  period  Spenser  had  not,  notwithstanding  the  fecundity  of  his  muse,  neg- 
lected the  Faerie  Queene ;  and  accordingly  in  1596  appeared  a  new  edition  of  the  first 
three  books,  with  the  addition  of  a  second  part,  containing  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth. 
These,  with  two  imperfect  cantos  of  "  Mutabilitie,"  first  published  in  the  folio  of  1609,  as 
a  recovered  portion  of  the  lost  **  Legend  of  Constancie,"  comprise  all  that  now  remains  of 
**  the  Xn  books  fashioning  the  XII  morall  vertues."  The  opinions  of  his  biographers  have 
been  at  variance,  as  to  whether  the  poem  was  ever  finished,  or  whether  it  was  purposely 
left  in  its  present  incomplete  state.      With  these  opinions,  the  arguments  in  support  of 

ft 

which  must  almost  all  originate  in  conjecture,  we  will  refrain  from  meddling ;  and  while 
we  admire  the  ingenious  statements  of  Sir  James  Ware,  Birch,  and  Farmer,  and  the  no 
less  sagacious  retorts  of  their  learned  adversaries,  Fenton,  Dryden,  and  Todd,  without 
staying  to  investigate  their  abstruse  theories,  we  will  proceed  to  the  far  more  pleasing 
occupation  of  considering  what  remains  of  this  immortal  work. 

There  is  no  despot  so  absolute  as  fashion ;  and,  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  the  fashion, 
vbether  in  literature  or  manners,  was  denved  from  Italy,  as  now  from  France ;  and  the 
glowing  tales  of  knight-errantry  and  magic,  which  Ariosto  had  given  to  the  world,  had 
strongly  imbued  our  ancestors  with  a  taste  for  the  chivalric  and  marvellous.  To  this 
passion  we  are  certainly  indebted  for  the  structure  of  the  Faerie  Queene ;  and  though 
Spenser  has  far  outstripped  the  Italian  m  richness  of  imagery  and  fertility  ot  conception, 
the  plot  of  his  poem,  although  inferior  to  the  Orlando,  from  its  want  of  uniformity,  is 
evidently  borrowed  from  Ariosto./  In  no  other  respect,  however,  can  the  two  be  considered 
•s  imJs :  in  delineation  of  character  and  lavish  minuteness  of  description,  our  countryman 
iUiidsaiOoe.  His  creations  partake  not  of  the  undisciplined  and  libertine  genius  of  Ariosto : 
ihou^  perhaps  too  evanescent  and  shadow-like  to  retain  a  lasti  ng  hold  on  the  attention, 
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tbey  possess  all  the  imagined  grace  of  the  inhabitants  of  another  world, — a  region  of 
enchantment,  created  by  himself,  in  which  fresh  flowers  are  ever  springing,  and  new 

«  beauties  are  presented  to  us  at  each  step  in  our  progress.  The  success  of  the  Faerie 
Queene  was  instantaneous.  **  It  became  at  once  the  delight  of  every  accomplished  gen« 
tleman,  the  model  of  every  poet,  the  solace  of  every  scholar  ;"•  Panegyrics  were  written 
on  its  author, — it  strengthened  his  position  at  court, — it  extended  the  circle  of  his 
friends, — ^it  won  for  him  the  smiles  of  his  sovereign,  and  secured  him  the  applause  of  the 

•  good.  Its  publication  exercised  an  influence  on  our  literature  and  on  our  language, 
whose  effects  are  even  yet  experienced.  To  enumerate  its  imitators  would  be  to  recount 
the  names  of  the  most  distinguished  of  our  poets ;  for  all  have  been  more  or  less  indebted 
to  the  inspiration  of  Spenser's  genius. 

V  The  plot  of  the  Faerie  Queene  is  far  more  entangled  than  is  at  first  sight  apparent ;  and 
too  many  are  disposed,  in  the  more  conspicuous  attractions  of  its  poetical  embellishment, 
to  forget  the  moral  which  is  conveyed  beneath  its  surface.  Besides  the  moral  allegory  which 
is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  poem,  Spenser  has  embodied  in  his  story  a  second  and 

,  political  one.  "  Not  only  is  Gloriana  the  imaginary  concentration  of  glory  sought  by 
every  true  knight — she  b  Queen  Elizabeth  too:  not  only  does  King  Arthur  present  the 
spirit  and  essence  of  pure  chivalry — he  is  likewise  Spenser's  (unworthy)  patron,  the  Ear] 
of  Leicester ;  and  many  of  the  adventures  which  describe  the  struggles  of  virtue  and 
vice,  also  shadow  forth  anecdotes  and  intrigues  of  the  English  court,  invisible  to  those, 
as  Spenser  himself  insinuates,/ 

"  Who  n'ote  without  a  honnd  fine  footing  txtob.** 

This  complication  of  meanings  may  render  the  Faerie  Queene  doubly  valuable  to  the  anti- 
quary who  can  explore  its  secret  sense ;  but  it  must  always  be  an  objection  to  Spenser'i 
plan,  with  the  common  reader,  that  the  attempt  at  too  much  ingenuity  has  marred  th< 
simplicity  of  his  allegory,  and  deprived  it  in  a  great  degree  of  consistency  and  coherence,  "i 
The  prevailing  though  less  prominent  tone  of  the  poem  betrays  a  mildness  and  gen< 
tleness  eminently  characteristic  of  the  author's  disposition :  beneath  the  garb  of  hii 
bewitching  all^ories  we  trace  his  desire  to  inculcate  those  virtues  which  are  the  peculia 
attributes  of  Christianity.^  Spenser's  feeling  for  sacred  subjects,  is  admirably  pourtrayed  ii 
those  exquisite  stanzas  which  form  the  opening  of  the  eighth  Canto  of  Book  II.  Hov 
naturally  does  he  burst  forth, 

**  But  O  !  th'  exceeding  gnee 


Of  Highest  God  that  lores  his  creatures  so, 
And  all  his  workes  with  mercy  doth  embrace, 
That  blessed  Angels  he  sends  to  and  fro. 

To  serre  to  wicked  man,  to  serve  his  wicked  foe  I 

•  •  •  •  • 

O,  whj  shoald  Herenly  God  to  men  have  such  regard  t 

But  whQe  he  thus  paints,  in  the  most  vivid  and  alluring  colours,  those  endearing  sympathie 
which  hallow  existence;  with  an  energy  startling  as  unexpected,  he  appears  as  th 

*  Hallaai  f  Sir  Walter  Scott 


delineator  of  our  evil  passions,  depicting  them  in  all  the  force  of  their  hideous  reality, 
and  in  a  manner  approaching  the  sublime. 

By  those  who  have  misunderstood  him,  it  has  been  asserted  that  Spenser's  poetry  is  all  » 
sweetness  and  destitute  of  strength.  For  a  refutation  of  this  opinion  I  need  only 
direct  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  sublime  descriptions  of  **  Him  who  with  the  night 
darst  ride/'the  House  of  Riches,  the  Court  of  Jealousy,  the  Caves  of  Mammon  and  Despair : 
the  latter,  especially,  is  nervously  written,  and  the  choice  of  words,  as  suited  to  the  object 
described,  admirable ;  we  see  before  us  the  very  picture  of  this  gloomy  den.  The  poet 
was  perfectly  master  of  his  art,  and  possessed  that  secret  which  gives  one  of  its  greatest 
charms  to  poetry,  a  choice  of  expression  and  epithet  extremely  apposite  to  the  subject. 
I  Vbgil  has  been  much  praised  for  a  similar  quality;  but  the  description  of  the  trees 
I  which  form  the  *'  shadie  grove,"  Book  I,  canto  i,  may  bear  comparison  with  any  of  the 
I     finept  passages  of  the  Mantuan  bard. 

Of  the  sweetness  of  his  verse  every  one  must  be  sensible ;  it  has  the  melody  of  falling  «k 
waters,  and  wins  upon  the  senses  as  imperceptibly.  Speaking  of  this  characteristic  of 
our  poet*s  numbers,  Campbell  has  elegantly  said,  *^  He  is  like  a  speaker  whose  tones 
continue  to  be  pleasing,  though  he  may  speak  too  long  ;  or  like  a  painter,  who  makes  us 
fotget  the  defect  of  his  design,  by  the  magic  of  his  colouring.  We  always  rise  from 
perusing  him  with  melody  in  the  mind's  ear,  and  with  pictures  of  romantic  beauty 
impressed  on  the  imagination."  That  the  Faerie  Queene  has  faults,  every  one  unblinded  ^ 
by  prejudice,  must  be  ready  to  allow ;  for  though  teeming  with  passages  of  grandeur, 
beanty,  pathos,  and  sublimity,  yet,  as  a  whole,  it  is  wanting  in  uniformity  and  compactness. 
Each  of  the  books  might  have  been  published  as  a  separate  poem,  without  injury  to  the  * 
lenttinder.  Indeed,  the  first,  esteemed  as  by  far  the  best  of  the  six,  b  %  complete  work 
in  itKlf ;  and,  bat  for  the  reappearance  of  rince  Arthur,  has  little  connection  with  the 
othen.  But  even  this  character  **  appears  and  vanishes  like  a  spirit,  and  we  lose  sight  of 
Um  too  soon  to  consider  him  as  the  hero  of  the  poem."*  To  account  for  the  unfinished 
state  of  the  Faerie  Queene,  it  is  said  that  a  servant,  entrusted  with  his  manuscripts, 
lost  the  six  remaining  books  in  the  precipitate  retreat  from  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the 
incorrection*  This  story  is  much  discountenanced  by  others,  who  suppose  that  it  was  pur- 
posely left  incomplete.  Whatever  be  the  fact,  we  are  inclined  to  consider  that,  for  the 
aothor's  fiune,the  poem  has  not  lost  in  the  curtailment,  the  last  three  books  are  much  * 
ittiierior  to  their  predecessors ;  ai^d  we  may  infer  that  the  subject  had  already  grown  too 
tedious  to  the  author  to  allow  of  future  improvement. 

Spenser  has  been  not  unfrequently  compared  with  Shakspeare  ;  we  should  suppose  more  • 
for  the  sake  of  contrast  than  from  any  similarity  that  exists  between  them.    The  one  was  • 
tnily,  not  of  an  age,  but  for  all  time !  the  other  is  uniformly  tinctured  with  the  manners 
of  his  age.    ''  Shakspeare  (as  Coleridge  has  finely  written)  stands  like  the  yew-tree  in 
Lorton  Vale,  which  has  known  so  many  ages  that  it  belongs  to  none."      With  Spenser 
how  diftrent!    In  his  writings  we  have  the  same  fertility  of  imagination,  the  same  vivid  • 
powctm  of  description,  the  same  nervous  grasp  of  his  subject ; — ^but  that  subject  is 

*  Hughes. 
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restricted  and  unpervading;    and  be    lavishes  the  exuberance  of  his  invention  an< 

fancy  in  depicting  manners   and    customs  destined  to  be  forgotten  by  Bucceedin| 

generations.:    Shakspeare  is  the   poet  of  the  passions,  while     Spenser  is  the   poe 

of  habit:  the  one  has  an  universal  command  over  our  intellect;    the  other,  but  i 

temporary  one.    The  former  takes  our  sympathies  by  storm ;  while  the  latter  wins  us  b 

f  insensible  degrees.     We  fall  prostrate  before  the  giant  genius  of  Shakspeare ;  while  w 

«  become  the  willing  captives  of  Spenser.     He  is  at  once  the  most  picturesque,  the  mcN 

«  graceful,  and  the  most  visionary  of  our  poets.     No*ne   has  ever  treated  with  a  moi 

masterly  or  more  delicate  handling  the  graceful  characteristics  of  womsm^/  He  drew  he 

beauties  and  her  virtues  in  colours  not  more  glowing  than  true,  while  her  foibles  are  a 

lightly  touched,  and  with  so  much  apparent  sympathy,  that  he  makes  even  her  failing 

lean  to  Virtue's  side. 

The  same  year  which  brought  before  the  public  the  last  three  books  of  the  Faeri 

•  Queene,  produced  the  only  prose  work  of  our  author:  in  1596  he  presented  to  Quec 

•  Elizabeth  his  '*  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland."  This  masterly  performance  was  intendc 
to  have  had  a  mediatory  effect  between  the  Queen  and  her  Irish  subjects,  but  from  i 
bitter  tone,  was  not  likely  to  have  a  pacificatory  influence,  and  remained  in  MS.  till  163^ 
when  it  was  published  by  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  collection  of  the  writers  on  Ireland,  froi 
a  MS.  in  the  library  of  Archbishop  Usher.  Ledwich,  the  learned  Irish  antiquary,  writes  :- 
**  CiviliaMtion  haying  almost  obliterated  every  vestige  of  our  ancient  manners,  the  remen 
branoe  of  them  is  only  to  be  found  in  Spenser ;  so  that  he  may  be  considered  at  this  da 
as  an  Irish  antiquary."  In  the  opinion  of  Ware,  "  He  seems  rather  to  have  indulged  tl 
&ncy  and  licence  of  a  poet,  than  the  judgment  and  fidelity  requisite  for  an  historian, 
For  this  work,  which  is  disfigured  by  prejudice,  Spenser  has  certainly  but  little  dai 

•  upon  Irish  veneration,  but  it  exhibits  vast  political  knowledgei  and  ascribes  many  of  t] 
miseries  of  that  unhappy  country  to  their  proper  sources.* 

•  Besides  the  works  we  have  thus  enumerated,  we  learn  fiom  his  letters,  those  of  Harve 
and  the  notes  of  E.  K,,  that  Spenser  wrote  several,  which  are  now  lost;  the  diief 
these  were  a  *'  Translation  of  Bcdesiasticus ;'  a '  Translation  of  Canticum  Canticonim ;'  t1 
'  Dying  Pelican;'  the '  Hours  of  Our  Lord ;'  the '  Sacrifice  of  a  Sinner;'  the  *  Seven  Psalms 
'  Dreams;'  the  '  English  Poet;' '  Legends ;'  the  '  Court  of  Cupid ;'  the  '  Hell  of  Lovers 

•  his  *  Puigatory ;'  *  Se'nnight's  Shimber ;' '  Pageants;' '  Nine  Comedies;' '  Stemmata  Du< 
leiana'  and  ^  Epithalamion  Thamesis.'  From  this  interesting  eatah)gue^  it  is  evident,  th 
Spenser's  muse  was  as  prolific  as  she  was  powerful ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  legretted  tb 
not  one  of  these  seventeen  pieces  has  ever  been  recovered.  E.  K.,  in  the  epistle  to  Harv< 
prefixed  to  the  Shepheards  CalSkder,  speaking  of  the  ^*  Dreams,"  ''  Legends,"  ar 
**  Court  of  Cupid,"  says,  "  whose  commendation  to  set  out  were  verie  vaine,  the  tliinj 
though  worthie  of  many,  yet  being  knowne  to  fewe,"  and  in  the  argument  to  the  Eclogi 

*  A  MS.  eopj  which  belonged  to  Sir  Aithor  Chichester,  Lord  Deputy  of  Irdtud,  in  1605>6»  oocurs 
one  of  Mr.  Thorpe's  Catslognos,  Price  £31  lOs.    Verious  other  MS.  copies  sre  known^  sad  eust  one 
the  nublio  librarj,  at  Cambridge,  one  among  Lord  Keeper  Egerton's  pepers  at  Lambeth*  one  in  Trini 
College,  Dnblin,  and  one  in  the  Oonville  and  Caius  CoUege  MS. 


OF  XDMUND  SPENSER.  If 


for  October,  oo  the  subject  of  poetry,  which  he  calb  a  **  worthie  and  commeBdable 
trt ;  or  rather  no  art,  but  a  dime  gift  and  heavenly  instinct  not  to  be  gotten  by 
kbour  and  learning,  but  adorned  with  both ;  and  pomed  into  die  witte  by  a  certain 
enthouaiasmos  and  oelestiall  mspiration,  as  the  author  hereof  elsewhere  at  large 
disoourseth  in  his  booke  called  The  English  Poeie^  which  booke  being  lately  come  to  my 
hands,  I  mmde  also  by  Clods  g^race,  upon  further  advisement,  to  publish."  This 
advisement  the  worthy  conmeniator  never  fulfilled,  and  the  world  is  thus  deprived 
of  one  of  the  most  interesting  treatises  on  his  art  by  him,  whom  Camden  justly 
calls  PoeUurum  ne$in  »9culi  faeiii  prinoepB.  In  the  Nme  Comedies,*  Spenser  •» 
woidd  have  appeared  before  us  in  a  new  character,  rivalling  Shakspeare  on  his  own  ground , 
while  ia  the  Pageants  we  might  have  traced  some  of  the  first  shadowiugs  of  the 
curious  productions  of  **  rare  Ben."  Iliat  our  loss  is  great,  aU  must  feelingly 
confess  who  can  appreciate  the  manner  in  which  Spenser  would  have  treated 
these  various  subjects,  shrining  them  in  the  graceful  beauty  of  his  Faerie  numbers. 
In  this  cursory  review  of  his  lifis,  it  has  been  our  delight,  while  culling  the  flowers  of 
hk  sweet  poesy,  to  contemplajte  the  career  of  Spenser  still  brightened  by  success, 
unclouded  by  sorrow  and  unembittered  by  misfortune.  The  discontents  occasioned 
by  the  capricioiisoess  of  eoutt  &vonr,  the  vexations  o^ 


n 


Of  idl«  hope*,  which  sdU  doa  1^  ftinj* 
Lik«  empty  shadowB," 

wereof  brief  duration,  and  up  to  this  period  of  his  history,  the  Poet's  life  had  been 
bright  as  a  summer  holiday.  We  have  seen  his  name  by  slow  but  sure  degrees 
assume  that  proud  pre-eminence  in  our  literature  which  it  will  for  ever  retain.  We 
have  beheld  him  **  shining  like  a  starre"  among  his  brilliant  contemporaries,  claiming 
alike  their  admiration  and  regard — and  we  have  lingered  over  the  details  of  his  domestic 
life  q^mpathising  in  the  poet's  afiection  for  his  Elizabeth  in  whose  fiur  heart 

"  Thers  dwells  aweet  love,  and  constant  chastity, 
Unspotted  Atyth,  and  comely  womanhood, 
Ragani  of  honour  and  mild  modesty  " 

and  envying  those  **  celestial  threasures,  and  unrevealed  pleasures,"  which  shed  a 
radiance  round  his  Bower  of  Bliss. 

"  O  Fortana,  nt  nnnqnam  peipetnd  ea  bona !" — 

In  1597  Spenser  had  b^n  recommended  to  the  Irish  government  by  the  queen,  to  be  *" 
sheriff  of  Cork.    His  tenure  of  this  office  was  soon  ended.     In  October,  the  storm  which  ^ 
was  to  crush  at  once  his  prosperity  and  his  life  burst  ^^rth  with  resistless  fury.    Tyrone 
havrng  gained  that  signal  victory  over  Sir  Henry  Bagnal,  long  remembered  as  the  defeat 
of  Blackwater,  incited  his  confederates  to  aid  him  in  expelling  the  English  settlers  from 

*  la  the  opfanon  of  Hnrey  they  were  snpeiior  to  the  Faerie  Queene.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  Spenser*  he 
JWi  **  S0  h^  pWn,  Im  voyde  of  all  judgement,  if  yoor  nim  dmsdan,  wheveonto,  in  imitatioB  of  Herodotus , 
ym  give  the  names  of  the  nine  mnses,  (and  in  one  mans  faniria  xwt  unworthily)  oome  not  nearer  Anostoes 
riwmliaa,  ejthsr  far  the  finenesse  of  plausible  eloqution,  or  the  rareness  of  poetical  inrention,  than  that 
Oua  QtMf  as  doth  to  his  Orlando  Furioso." 
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Ireland.    The  Munster  insnigenta  vere  headed  by  James  FitzthomaB  Geraldine,  titular 

Earl  of  Desmond,  to  whose  iamtly  the  castle  and  estates  of  Kiloolman  had  be  longed. 

«  Spenser  and  his  family  fled.     One  of  his  children  was  left  behind,  and  perished  in  the 

mins  of  his  dwelling,  which  bad  been  fired  by  the  rebels. 
*  Unneryed  by  these  calamities,  iturning  from  the  scene  of  former  happiness,  he  made 
his  way  to  London,  where,  after  a  fruitless  struggle  against  poverty  and  sickn^,  in  a 
lodging  house  m  King-street,  Westminster,  died  the  poet  of  the  Faerie  Queenei^  He  was 
buried  in  the  abbey,  near  the  tomb  of  Chaucer,  with  a  splendid  funeral,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Earl  of  Essex.  '  The  pall  was  borne  by  poets ;  and  with  a  true  poetic  feeling,  tributary 
verses  by  the  most  illustrious  of  his  contemporaries,  with  the  pens  that  wrote  them,  were 
thrown  into  his  grave.  About  thirty  years  after  his  death  Anne  Countess  of  Dorset 
erected  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey.  It  was  executed  by  Stone, 
at  a  cost  of  forty  pounds. 

In  Camden*s  little  tract  entitled,  ^'  RegeSyReginse,  Nobiles,  et  alii  in  Ecclesia  Collegiata 
B.  Petri  Westmonasterii  sepulti,*'  1606, 4to,  we  find  the  following  notice  of  this  monument, 
which  was  defaced  by  the  Puritans  during  the  civil  wars,  and  the  present  one  erected  or 
restored  in  1778  : — 

''  Edmundus  Spencer  Londinensis,  Anglicorum  Poetarum  nostri  seculi  facile  princeps 
quod  ejus  pberoata  faventi  bus  Musis  et  victuro  genio  conscripta  comprobant.  Obiit 
immatura  morte  anno  salutis  1598,  et  prope  Oalfredum  Chaucerum  conditur  qui 
foelicissim^  poesin  Anglicis  Uteris  primus  illustravit.  In  quem  h«c  scripta  sunt  Epitaphia : — 

''  Hio  prope  Chaacemm  titui  eat  Spenserioe,  illi 

Prozimus  tngenio,  prozimm  nt  mmulo. 
Hio  prope  Cbaacenmi  Speniere  poeU  poefam 

Conderis,  et  vereu,  qiUm  tvmulo  propior. 
Anglica  te  riro  rixit,  i>lausit  que  PoeeU 

Nunc  moritura  timet,  te  moriente,  mori.' 

The  inscription  on  the  restored  monument  is  thus:  "  Heare  lyes  (expecting  the  second 
comminge  of  our  Saviour  Jesus)  the  body  of  Edmond  Spenser,  the  Prince  of  Poets  in  his 
tyme,  whose  divine  spirit  needs  noe  othir  witnesse  then  the  works  which  he  left  behinde  him. 
He  was  borne  in  London,  in  theyeare  1553,  and  died  in  theyeare  1598.*' 

His  contemporaries,  by  whom  he  had  never  been  addressed  without  the  epithet  *  great,' 

or  *  learned,'  vied  with  each  other  in  Elegiac  tributes  to  his  memory ;  and  the  most 

eminent  of  our  later  poeu  have  successively  confessed  their  obligations  to  him.     Milton 

acknowledged  to  Dryden  that  Spenser  was  his  master,  and  Dryden  has  said  of  him,  ''  no 

man  was  ever  bom  with  a  greater  genius,  or  had  more  knowledge  to  support  it."    But 

the  enumeration  of  all  the  eulogies  which  gratitude  or  admiration  has  showered  upon  him, 

would  too  much  amplify  our  sketch,  which  has  already  extended  beyond  the  prescribed 

limit.    In  concluding  these  ''  Observations/'  the  writer  has  only  to  remark,  that  the 

quotations  introduced  have  been  selected  rather  to  illustrate  the  particular  subject  undei 

discussion,  than  as  specimens  of  Spenser's  ''  Beauties,"  a  just  appreciation  of  which  cao 

only  be  acquired  by  an  attentive  study  of  his  writings. 

J*  G. 
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FAERIE    QUEENE 


DISPOSED   INTO   TWELVE   BOOKES. 


FASHIONING 


XII  MORALL  VERTUES. 


Y 


TC  THB   MOST   HIGH   MIGHTIB   AND   MAGNIFICENT 


EMPRESSE 


BBNOWMED  FOB  PIBTIB  YBBTTB  AND  ALL  OBATI0T8  GOTBRNMBNT 


ELIZABETH 


BT  THB  OEACB  OF  GOD 


QVEENE  OF  ENGLAND  FRAVNCE  AND  IRELAND  AND 

OP  VIRGINIA 


DEFENDOVR   OF  THE   FAITH    iut. 


BBR  MOST  aUMBLB  SB RT AUNT 


EDMVND  SPENSER 


BOTH  IN   ALL  HUMILITIB 


DEDICATE  PRESENT  AND  CONSECRATE 


THESE  HIS  LABOVRS 


TO    LIVB    WITH    TUB     BTERNITIB    OF    HER    FAME. 


LETTER  OF  THE  AUTHOR'S, 


EXPOUNDING  HIS  WHOLE  INTENTION  IN  THE  COOBSE  OP  THIS  WORKE;  WHICH,  FOR  THAT 

IT  GIVETH  GREAT  LIGHT  TO  THE  READER,  FOR  THE  BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING  IS  HEREUNTO  ANNEXED. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  NOBLE  AND  VALOROUS 


SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH,  knight, 


LO.  WAUDMa  Of  TBB  STAllBIBaTn  AND  BXIt  MAmWtlM  UBFTBNAUMT  Of  TBB  OOVKTY  Of  CORKSWAYLU 


Sia, 
KxowiNO  bow  doubtfully  all  AllegorieB  may  be 
centtrued,  and  this  booke  of  mine,  which  I  hare 
eautvled    Tk*   Faery   Queeng,    being    a  contiDued 
AlWgory,  or  darke  Conceit,  I  hare  thought  good,  as 
well  lor  aToyding  of  gealous  opinions  and  miscon- 
»tnictions,  as  alao  for  your  better  light  in  reading 
thereof,  (being  so  by  you  commanded,)  to  discorer 
onto  you  the  general  mtention  and  meaning,  which 
ia  the  whole  course  thereof  I  hay e  fashioned,  without 
ezprcaeang  of  any  particular  purposes,  or  by-acci- 
dents,  therein  occasioned.    The  general  end,  there- 
ibt«,  of  aU  the  booke,  is  to  fashion  a  gentleman  or 
aobie  person  in  Tertuous  and  gentle  discipline; 
whi^  for  that  I  conceited  shoulde  be  most  plausible 
and  pleasing,  being  coloured  with  an  historical  fiction, 
ihe  which  the  most  part  of  men  delight  .to  read, 
racher  for  rariety  of  matter  then  for  profite  of  the 
coanaple,  I  chose  the  Historye  of  King  Arthure,  as 
Boat  itte  for  the  excellency  of  bis  person,  being 
mnde  fiunoua  by  many  mens  former  workes,  and 
also  lurthest  from  the  daunger  of  enr\r,  and  suspition 
of  pteaoit  time.     In  which  I  hare  followed  idl  the 
aoftiqoe  poets  historical! ;  first  Homere,  who  in  the 
persooa  of  Agamemnon  and  Ulysses  hadi  ensampled 
a  good  goremonr  and  a  rertuous  man,  the  one  in 
bia  Bias,  the  other  in  his  Odysseis  ;  then  Virgil, 
wboee  like  intention  was  to  doe  in  the  person  of 
iCneaa  ;  after  him  Ariosfco  comprised  them  both  in 
hae  Orlando ;  and  lately  Taaso  disss tered  them  again, 
and  Ibrmed  both  parts  in  two  persons,  namely,  that 
part  which  they  in  philosophy  call  Eihietf  or  Vertues 
af  nfrtrMefflan,  coloured  in  his  Rianaldo ;  the  other 


named  PolUie§,  in  his  Godfredo.     By  ensample  of 
which  excellente  poets,  I  labour  to  pourtraiot  in 
Artbure,  before  he  was  king,  the  image  of  a  brave 
knight,  peifected  in  the  twelve  private  Morall  Ver- 
tues, aa  Aristotle  hath  deviled  ;  the  which  is  the 
purpose  of  these  first  twelve  bookes :  which  if  I 
finde  to  be  well  accepted,  I  may  be  perhaps  enco- 
raged  to  frame  the  other  part  of  Polliticke  Vertues  in 
his  person,  after  that  bee  came  to  be  king/To  some 
I  know  this  methoJe  will  seem  displeasaunt,  which 
had  rather  have  good  discipline  delivered  plainly  in 
way  of  precepts,  or  sermoned  at  large,  as  they  use, 
then  thus  clowdily  enwrapped  in  allegorical  devises. 
But  such,  me  seeme,  should  be  satinfide  with  the  use 
of  these  days,  seeing  all  things  accounted  by  their 
showes,  and  nothing  esteemed  of,  that  is  not  deligbt- 
fuU  and  pleasing  to  commune  sence.  For  this  cause 
is  Xenophon  preferred  before  Plato,  for  that  the  one, 
in  the  exquisite  depth  of  hie  iudgement,  formed  a 
communewelth,  such  as  it  should  be ;  but  the  other, 
in  the  person  of  C>rus,  and  the  Persians,  fashioned 
a  government,  such  as  might  best  be :  so  much  more 
profitable  and  gratious  is  doctrine  by  ensample  then 
by  rule.    So  have  I  laboured  to  do  in  the  person 
of  Artbure :  whom  I  conceive,  after  his  long  educa- 
tion by  Timon,to  whom  he  was  by  Merlin  delivered 
to  be  brought  op,  so  soone  as  he  was  borne  of  the 
Lady  Igrayne,  to  have  seene  in  a  dream  or  vision 
the  Faery  Queene,  with   whose  excellent  beauty 
ravished,  be  awaking  resolved  to  seeke  ber  out, 
and  so  being  by   Merlin  armed,  and   by  Timoo 
throughly  instructed,  he  went  to  seeke  her  forth  in 
I  Faery e  Land^    In  that  Faery  Queene  I  meane  Gbry 
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in  my  gpnerall  btentiao,  but  in  mjpardeular  I  eon- 
eeive  £e  most  excellent  end  glorious  person  of  oor 
soveraine  the  Qnaene,  end  her  kingdom  in  Faery 
Land.  And  yet,  in  some  plsoes  els.  I  do  otherwise 
shadow  her.  For  considering  she  besreih  two 
persons,  the  one  of  a  most  royal  Qneene  or  Empiease, 
the  other  of  a  most  rertuons  and  beaatifull  lady, 
this  latter  pert  in  some  places  I  doe  express  in  Bel- 
phttbe. fashioning  her  nameacoo-Ojig  to  your  owne 
excellent  conceipt  of  Cynthia :  Phoebe  and  Cynthia 
being  both  names  of  Diana.  So  in  the  person  of 
Prince  Arthure  I  sette  forth  Magnificence  in  parti- 
calar ;  which  Vertue  for  that  (ac«iRhng^  Ariatode 
and  the  rest)  it  is  the  perfection  of  all  the  rest,  and 
conteineth  in  it  them  all,  therefore  in  the  whole 
course  I  mention  the  deeds  of  Arthnre  applyable  to 
that  Vertue,  which  I  write  of  in  that  booke.  Bat  of 
the  xiL  other  Vertues,  I  make  xiL  other  kmghU  the 
patrones.  for  the  more  Tariety  of  the  history :  of 
which  these  three  bookes  coouyn  three. ' 

The  first,  of  the  Knight  of  the  Itedcrosse,  in 
whom  I  expresse  Holynes :  the  secoode  of  Sir 
Gnyon,  in  wbome  I  sette  forth  Temperaunce :  the 
third  of  Britomartis  a  lady.knight,in  whom  I  pietore 
Chastity.  Bot,  becaose  the  beginning  of  the  whole 
worke  seemeth  abmpte  and  as  depending  upon  other 
antecedents,  it  needs  that  ye  know  the  occasion  of 
these  three  knighu  serendl  sdrentures.  For  the 
methode  of  a  poet  historical  is  not  such,  as  of  an 
historiographer.  For  an  historiographer  diaconrseth 
of  affayres  orderly  as  they  were  donne,  accounting  as 
well  the  times  ss  the  actions ;  but  a  poet  thrusteth 
into  the  middest,  eren  where  it  most  conoemeth 
him,  and  there  recoorsiog  to  the  thingea  forepaste, 
and  divining  of  thingea  to  come ;  maketh  a  pleaamg 
analysis  of  all. 

The  beginning  therefore  of  my  history,  if  it  were 
to  be  told  by  an  historiographer,  should  be  the 
twelfth  booke,  which  is  the  last ;  where  I  devise  that 
the  Faery  Queene  kept  her  annual  feaste  xii.  daya ; 
uppon  which  xii.seTerall  dayes,tbe  occasions  of  the 
zii.se7enll  adventures  hapned,  which,  bem^  under- 
taken by  xii.  sererall  knighU,  are  in  these  xii.  books 
severelly  handled  and  discoursed.  The  first  was 
this./4n  the  beginning  of  the  feast,  there  prewnted 
himselfe  a  Ull  olownishe  young  man,  who  tailing 
before  the  Queene  of  Faeriea  desired  a  boons  (as  the 
manner  then  was)  which  during  that  feast  she  might 
not  refuse  j  which  was  thst  hee  might  hare  the 
atchirement  of  any  adventure,  which  dunng  that 
feaste  should  happen.  That  being  graunted.he  rMted 
bim  on  the  floore.  unfitte  through  his  rusticity  for  a 
better  plaod.  Soone  after  entred  a  faire  lad)re  m 
mourning  weedes,  riding  on  a  white  asse,  wiUi  a 
dwarfe  behind  her  leading  a  warlike  steed,  that  bore 
the  arms  of  a  knight,  iDd  his  speare  in  the  dwarfea 
hand.  Shee,  falling  before  the  Queene  of  Faenes, 
complayned  that  her  father  and  mother^  an  ancient 


king  and  qneene.  had  bene  by  an  huge  dftfon  many 
years  shut  up  in  a  bnsen  castle,  who  theace  taffrpd 
them  not  to  yssew ;  and  therefore  be«oof;ht  the 
Faerie  Queene  to  assygne  her  some  one  of  ber  knigbti 
to  take  on  him  tnat  exployt.  Preseotly  that 
clownish  person,  upstarting,  desired  thst  adreoture; 
whereat  the  Qoeene  much  wondering,  and  the  lady 
much  gaineaaving.  yet  be  eemestly  importuned  bis 
deaire.  In  tlie  end  the  lady  told  mm,  that  unlesse 
that  armour  which  ahe  brought,  would  senre  bim 
(that  is.  the  armour  of  a  Christian  man  specified  b) 
St  Paul,  r.  Ephes.)  that  he  could  not  succeed  in 
that  enterprise:  which  being  forthwith  put  upon 
him  with  dew  furnitures  thereunto,  he  seeaied  tb« 
goodliest  man  in  al  that  company,  and  was  well  liked 
of  the  lady.  And  eftesoones  uking  on  him  knigbt< 
hood, and  mounting  on  thatstnungecourser.be  weoi 
forth  with  her  on  thst  adrentnre ;  where  begioneil 
the  first  booke,  tix. 

A  gCQtIc  knight  was  prlchJiig  on  the  pfa^Fa^*  ^* 

The  aecond  day  there  came  in  a  palmer  bearing  ai 
infant  with  bloody  handa,  whoae  parents  he  com 
pbyned  to  have  bene  alayn  by  an  enchauntresa 
called  Acraata ;  and  therefore  craved  of  the  Faer 
Qneene,  to  appoint  him  aome  knight  to  perforoa 
that  adventure ;  which  being  asaigned  to  Sir  Guyoi 
he  presently  went  forth  with  tbat  aame  palmei 
which  is  the  beginning  of  the  second  booke,  and  il 
whole  subiect  thereof.  'The  third  day  there  can 
in  a  groome,  who  ^Uuplained  before  die  Faei 
Queene,  that  a  vile  enchaunter.  called  Buairane,  hi 
in  hand  a  most  faire  lady,  called  Amoretta,  whom  1 
kept  in  most  grievous  torment,  beeuise  she  wou 
not  yield  him  the  pleasure  of  her  body.  Whereup 
Sir  Scudamour,  the  lover  of  that  lady,  preMotly  tot> 
on  him  that  adventure.  But  being  unable  to  pi 
forme  it  by  reason  of  the  hard  enchauatmenta,  a6 
long  sorrow,  in  the  end  met  with  Britomartis,  w 
succoured  him ,  end  reskewed  his  love. 

But,  by  occaaion  hereof,  many  other  adventui 
are  intermedled ;  but  rather  aaaccidenta  then  intei 
ments ;  as  the  love  of  Britomart,  the  overthrow 
Marinell,  the  misery  of  Florimell,  the  vertuoua 
of  Belphoebe,  the  lasciviousneaa  of  Hellenore;  i 
many  the  like. 

Thus  much.  Sir,  I  have  brieflv  overronne  to  dir 
your  undentanding  to  the  wel-nead  of  the  biato 
that,  from  thence  gathering  the  whole  intention  of 
conceit,  ye  may  as  in  a  handful  gripe  al  the  diseoai 
which  otherwise  msy  happily  seem  tedious  and  c 
fused.  So,  humbly  craving  the  continuance  of  y 
honourable  favour  towards  me,  and  th*  eteri 
establishment  of  your  happinea,  I  humbly  t 
leAve. 

Youn  most  hnmbly  affectionate, 

ED.  SPENSER 
tSflanaary  IMk 


VERSRS 


TO  mi 
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A  finOH  IPVOll  TUB   CONCBIPT  OP  TUB  FAEBY  QHSBBB* 

M«  thoQcl  1 1  SBW  tbe  gnre  where  Leora  lay. 
Within  that  temple  where  the  reetall  flame 
Waa  wont  to  boroe ;  and  paaaing  by  that  way 
To  iee  thai  buried  dnat  of  liTingfame, 
Wboee  tomb  faire  Love,  and  fairer  \'irtae  kept ; 
AU  aoddeinly  I  saw  the  Faery  Qaeene : 
At  whoee  a|»procb  the  aoole  of  Pecrarke  wept, 
And  firoB  thenceforth  those  Graces  were  not  aeene ; 
i  Kor  ^ey  thia  Queene  attended  ;)  in  wboae  steed 
ObliTioo  laid  him  down  on  liBuraa  herae : 
Hcrtnt  tbe  haideat  atonea  were  seene  to  bleed. 
And  grones  of  buried  ghoatcs  the  hevena  did  perse ; 
Where  Homers  apright  did  tremble  all  for  griefe, 
Aad  cant  Ch'  acoeaae  of  that  eeleatiaU  theife. 

W.R. 

AlfOnSB  or  1H1  SAMB. 

Tn  pncfWB  of  meaner  wita  thia  Worke  like  profit 

Wnga,  [singa. 

As  dotb  the  enekoea  song  delight  when  Pbilumena 
If  thou  beat  formed  right  true  Vertuea  fwe  herein, 
Vertue  herselfe  can  beat  disoeme   to  wbom  they 

written  bin. 
If  tbou  baat  Beaoty  preyed,  let  her  aole  lookea  dirine 
Jnd^  if  ottgbt  therein  be  amia,  and  mend  it  by  her  eine. 
If  Cbaacitie  want  ought,  or  Temperannce  her  dew, 
Behold   her  princely  mind  aright,  and  write  thy 

Qaeene  anew.  [aoro 

Meeaa  while  abe  ahall  percei? e,  bow  far  her  Tertnes 
AboTe  the  reach  of  aU  that  live,  or  inch  aa  wrote  of 

yore: 
Aad^ereby  will  ezcoae  and  hronr  thy  good  will ; 
Whoee  rertne  cvinot  he  expreat  but  by  an  angela  quill 
Of  iM  ao  hnes  are  lor'd,  nor  lettera  are  of  price, 
(Of  all  which  apeak  our  Engliah  tongue)  but  tboae  of 

thy  dence. 

W  H. 

TO  TVB  LBABBBD  BBBPHBABD. 


CcuTv,  I  aee,  by  thy  new  taken  taske, 
*«»•  wcwd  fury  had  ecricbt  thy  hraynes, 
That  laadea  Ay  Muae  in  haughty  verse  to  maske. 
And  taaCfae  the  layea  that  longa  to  lowly  awayoea  : 
V!^^  Jfcj  notea  from  ahepheardea  unto  kingea : 
M  Ok*  the  brely  larke  that  mounting  singea. 


Tby  lovely  Rosalinda  seemea  now  forlorne  -, 
And  all  tby  gentle  flookea  forgotten  quigbi ; 
Tby  channged  hart  now  boldea  tby  pvpes  in  scome. 
Those  prety  pypes  that  did  tby  mates  delif^ht ; 
Those  trusty  matee,  that  loved  thee  ao  well ; 
Whom  thou  gav'et  mirth,  aa  they  gave  thee  the  bell 

Yet,  aa  thou  caret  with  thy  aweete  roundelayes. 
Didst  stirre  to  glee  our  laadea  in  homely  bowers ; 
So  mougbtat  tbou  now  in  these  refyned  layes 
Delight  the  daintie  earea  of  higher  powers. 
And  ao  mought  they,  in  their  deepe  skunning  skilly 
Alow  and  grace  our  Collyns  flowing  quill. 

And  fiure  befall  that  Faery  Queene  of  tbine ! 
In  whose  faire  eyes  Love  linckt  with  N'ertue  sittes 
Enfusing,  by  those  bewties  fyera  divme, 
Such  high  conceites  into  thy  bumble  wittes, 
A  a  raised  bath  poore  pastore  oaten  reeuea 
From  rasticke  tunes,  to  chaunt  heroique  deedes. 

So  mought  thy  Redcroaae  knight  with  happy  hand 

V^ictorious  be  in  that  faire  ilands  right, 

(Which  thou  dost  vayle  in  type  of  Faery  Land.> 

Klizas  blessed  field,  that  Albion  higbt  : 

That  shieldeaherfiriendes,  and  warres  her  migbtiefoeii 

Yet  atUl  with  people,  peace,  and  plentie,  flowea. 

But,  iolly  abepheard,  though  with  pleasing  stile 
Tbou  feaat  the  humour  of  the  courtly  treyne  ; 
Let  not  conoeipt  tby  settled  senoe  beguile, 
Ne  daunted  be  through  envy  or  disdatne- 
Subiect  tby  doome  to  her  empyring  sprigbt. 
From  whence  thy  Muse,  and  all  the  world,  takes  liglit 

HOBYNOLL. 

Fatbb  Thamia  Btreame,  that  iirom   Ludds  stately 
Ronat  paying  tribute  to  the  ocean  seas.  [town'e 

Let  all  tby  nympbes  and  ayrena  of  renowne 
Be  silent  wbyle  thia  Bryttane  Orpheus  playes ; 
Mere  thy  sweet  banks  there  lives  that  aacred  Crowne, 
Whose  hand  strowea  palme  and  never-dying  bayes  : 
Let  all  at  once,  with  tby  soft  murmuring  sowoey 
Present  her  with  this  worthy  poeta  preyea  : 
For  he  hath  taught  bye  drifts  in  Ahepberdea  weedes. 
And  deepe  oonceitea  now  aingev  in  Faeriea  deedes. 

U.S. 


^  J 
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Grays  Muses,  march  ia  triumph  and  with  prajses ; 
Oar    Goddesse    here   hath    given   you    leave    to 

land; 
And  hiddes  this  rare  dispenaer  of  your  graces 
Bow  downe  his  hrow  unto  her  sacred  hand. 
Deserte  findes  devr  in  that  most  princely  doome, 
In  whose  sweete  hrest  are  all  the  Muses  hredde ; 
So  did  that  great  Augustus  erst  in  Roome 
With  leaves  of  fame  adome  his  poets  hedde* 
Faire  he  the  guerdon  of  your  Faery  Queene, 
£ve^  Af  the  Surest  that  the  world  hath  seene ! 

H.  B. 


Whin  stout  Achilles  heard  of  Helens  rape, 
And  what  revenue  the  states  of  Greece  deWs'd ; 
Thinking  by  sleight  the  fttall  warres  to  scape, 
In  womaoa  weedes  himselfe  he  then  disguis  d : 
But  this  devise  Ulysses  soone  did  spy, 
And   brought  him  forth,  the  chaunce  of  warre 

try. 
When  Spenser  aaw  the  fame  was  spredd  so  large 
'i'hrough  Faery  land,  of  their  renowned  Queene  ; 
Loth  that  his  Muse  should  take  so  great  a  charge, 
As  in  such  haughty  matter  to  be  seene ; 
To  seeme  s  sbepheard,  then  he  made  his  choice ; 
But  Sidney  heard  him  sing,  and  knew  hb  Toice. 


to 


And  as  Ulysses  brought  faire  Thetis  sonne 
From  his  retjrred  life  to  mensge  annet : 
So  Spenser  was,  by  Sidneys  speeches,  wonne 
To  blaae  her  fame,  not  fearing  future  harmea : 
For  well  he  knew,   his    muse    would  soone 

tyred 
In  her  high  praise,  that  all  the  world  admired. 


be 


Yet  as  Achilles,  in  those  warlike  frsyes, 
Did  win  the  palme  from  all  the  Grecian  peeres 
So  Spenser  now,  to  his  immortal  prayse, 
Hath  wonne  the  laurell  quite  from  all  his  foeres. 
What  though  his  taske  exceed  a  humabe  win  * 
He  is  excus'd,  sith  Sidney  thought  it  fitt. 

W.L 

1*0  looke  upon  a  worke  of  rare  devise 
The  which  a  workman  setteth  out  to  riew, 
And  not  to  yield  it  the  desenred  prise 
Tbat  unto  such  a  workmanship  is  dew, 

Doth  either  prove  the  iudgement  to  be  naught, 
Or  els  doth  shew  a  mind  with  envy  fraught. 

To  labour  to  commend  a  peece  of  worke, 
Which  no  man  goes  about  to  discommend, 
Would  raisea  JMlous  doubt,  that  Uiere  did  lurke 
Some  secret  doubt  whereto  the  prayse  did  tend : 
For  when  men  know  the  goodnes  of  the  wyne, 
Tis  needless  for  the  boast  to  have  a  sygne. 

Thus  then,  to  shew  my  iudgement  to  be  such 
As  can  diaceme  of  colours  blacke  and  white 
Aa  alls  to  free  my  minde  from  envies  tuch, 
lliat  never  givea  to  any  man  his  right ; 
I  here  pronounce  this  workmanship  is  such 
As  that  no  pen  can  set  it  forth  too  much. 

And  thus  I  hang  a  garland  at  the  dore ', 
(Not  for  to  ahew  the  goodness  of  the  ware  ; 
But  such  hath  beene  the  custome  heretofore, 
And  coatomea  very  hardly  broken  are ;) 

And  when  your  tast  shall  tell  you  thia  is  trew. 
Then  looke  you  give  your  hoast  his  utmost  dew. 

Ignotq 


SONNETS 


ADDRESSED  BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


TO  THB    RIOHT  HONOUR  ABLE   SIR  CHRISTOPHBR  HATTON, 
LORD  inOH  CBAUNCELOR  OP  ENGLAND,  ETC. 

Those  prudent  beads,  that  with  their  counsels  wise 

Whylome  the  pillours  of  th'  earth  did  sustaine. 

Ana  taught  ambitious  Rome  to  tyrannise 

And  in  the  neck  of  all  the  world  to  nyne ; 

Oft  from  those  grave  affaires  were  wont  abataine. 

With  the  sweet  lady  Muses  for  to  pray : 

So  Ennius  the  elder  Africane ; 

So  Maro  oft  did  Csesars  cares  allay. 

So  you,  great  Lord,  that  with  your  counsell  sway 

The  burdein  of  this  kingdom  mightily. 

With  like  delightes' sometimes  may  eke  delay 

The  rugged  brow  of  carefull  Policy ; 

And  to  Ukeae  ydle  rymea  lend  litle  apace. 

Which  for  their  titles  sake  may  find  more  grace. 

E.S. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD  BURI.B10II,  LOn 
HIGH  TBREA8URER  OP  ENGLAND. 

To  you,  right  noble  Lord,  whose  careful!  brest 
To  menaf^  of  most  grave  affaires  is  bent  ; 
And  on  whose  mightie  shoulders  most  doth  rest 
The  burdein  of  this  kingdomes  govemement^ 
(As  the  wide  compasse  of  the  firmament 
On  Atlas  mightie  shoulders  ia  upstayd,} 
Unfitly  I  these  ydle  rimes  present, 
llie  labor  of  lost  time,  and  wit  unstayd  ; 
Yet  if  their  deeper  sence  be  inly  wayd. 
And  the  dim  vele,  with  which  nom  commune  vevi 
Their  fairer  parts  are  hid,  aside  be  layd. 
Perhaps  not  vaine  they  may  appeare  to  you. 
Such  as  they  be,  vouchsafe  them  to  reoeavep 
And  wipe  their  faults  out  of  voor  oeosurB  grsire. 

E. 


mmt 


80NNETS  ADDRESSED  BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


to  TBI  BTOHT  BOKOimASLB  TBS   BAHLB  OF  OZBirrOBD, 
LOKD  BIOH  C&AMBEBLATMB  OF  BMOLAVD,  SIC 

Rbciitk«  Bioat  noble  Lord,  to  gentle  gree, 
The  unripe  fmit  of  «n  imreedy  wit ; 
Whkh,  bj  tbj  eonnteatunoe,  doth  cnre  to  be 
Defended  from  foale  enviee  pdsnoue  bit. 
Wbieb  8o  to  doe  mty  thee  right  well  befit, 
8tfh  th*  entiane  glor^  of  thine  anncestry 
Under  e  sbaaj  rele  is  therein  writ. 
And  ehe  thine  owne  long  tiring  memory, 
Saeceeding  them  in  true  nobility : 
And  nlao  for  the  Ioto  which  thou  doest  bem 
To  th'  Heliconian  ymps,  and  the>  to  thee ; 
They  unto  thee,  and  tnoo  to  them,  moat  deare  t 
Deare  as  thoa  art  onto  thyaelfe,  so  lore 
That  lores  and  honours  thee ;  as  doth  behore. 

E.S. 

rO  THE  KKnrr  B09fOOBA«LB  TBB  MMMIM  OP  BOBTBUM- 

BBBLAND. 

Tbb  sacred  Mnaea  hare  made  alwaies  olame 

To  be  the  nouraes  of  nobility. 

And  registres  of  ererlaating  fiune. 

To  all  that  annes  profease  and  cheralfy. 

Then,  by  like  right,  the  noble  progeny. 

Which  them  aucceed  in  ftme  and  worth,  are  tyde 

T*  embrace  the  serrioe  of  sweet  Poetry, 

By  whoee  enderoors  they  are  glorifide ; 

And  eke  from  all,  of  whom  it  is  enride. 

To  patnmixe  the  anthour  of  their  praise,  [dide, 

Which  gires  them  life,  that  els  would  soone  hare 

And  crownes  their  aahea  with  immortall  baies. 

To  thee  therefore,  right  noble  Lord,  I  send 

This  present  of  my  painea,  it  to  defend. 

£»S. 

ru  TUB  BIOBTBOItOUBABLB  TBB  BABLBO?  COMBBBLND. 

Rkboobtbd  Lord,  in  whose  oorageoos  mind 
ThsAowre  ofcheralry,  now  bloosming  fairs. 
Dock  prvnsise  Iruite  worthy  the  noble  kind 
Which  of  their  praises  hare  left  you  the  haire  \ 
To  you  thia  humble  present  I  prepare. 
For  lore  of  rertoe  and  of  martial  praise  ; 
To  which  though  nobly  ye  inclineid  are, 
(As  goodlie  well  ye  shew'd  in  late  assaies,) 
Yet  brare  ensample  of  long  passed  daies. 
In  which  tzew  honor  ye  may  fashiond  see 
To  like  desire  of  honor  may  ye  raise. 
And  fill  your  mind  with  magnanimitee. 
Reoeire  it.  Lord,  therefore,  as  it  was  ment. 
For  hoBor  of  yonr  name  and  high  descent. 

£•  S. 


BOVOUBABLB  AND  BZCELLBNT  LOBO 
TBB  BikBLB  Of  tSSSX,  OBEAT  IIAJ8TSB  OF  THE  BOBSE 
so  MSB  UlCBNESSE,  AND  BNIOHT  OF  TBB  NOBLE 
QKOMM  OF  TBB  OABTEB,  EIC 

Maomficbb  Lord,  whose  rertues  excellent 

Doe  merit  a  most  famous  poets  witt 

To  be  thy  liring  praises  instrument ; 

Yst  doe  not  sdeigne  to  let  tfav  name  be  writt 

la  thtsbsse  poeme,  lor  diee  nrr  unfitt : 

Vosght  is  thy  worth  disparaged  thereby. 

B«t  when  ny  Mnee,  whose  fethers  nothing  flitt, 

%Qe  ytt  bat  ibgg,  sad  lowhr  leame  to  fly. 


With  bolder  wing  shall  dare  alofte  to  sty 
To  the  tsst  praises  of  this  Faerj  Queese^ 
Then  ahsll  it  make  most  fiuBOus  memory 
Of  thine  heroicke  parts,  such  ss  they  beeoe : 
Till  then,  ronchsafe  thy  noble  connteoaoaee 
To  their  first  Isboors  needed  furthennnee. 


TO  TBB  BIOBT   Bi 


OBOVBABLB  TBB 
AND  OSSOBY. 


E.8. 


BABU  or  OBVOBB 


RscKTrB,  most  noble  Lord,  a  simple  taste 
Of  the  wilde  fruit  which  sslrsge  soyl  hath  brad ; 
WThieh,  being  through  long  wsrs  left  almost  waste, 
With  brutish  barbarisme  u  orerspredd : 
And,  in  so  fsire  s  Isnd  as  may  be  redd. 
Not  one  Pamaasus,  nor  one  Helicone, 
Left  for  sweece  Muses  to  be  harboured, 
But  where  thjrseUe  hast  thj  brare  mansioBe  s 
There  indeede  dwel  fairs  Graoea  many  one. 
And  gentle  Nymphes,  delights  of  learned  wits; 
And  m  thy  person,  without  paragone. 
All  goodly  bountie  and  true  honour  sits. 
Such  therefore,  ss  thst  wssted  sovl  doth  yield, 
Receire,  desr  Lord,  in  worth  the  fruit  of  barren  field. 

E.S 


TO  TBB  BIOBT  BONOVBABLB  TBB  UmP  CBABLBS 
BOWABD,  LOBD  BIOH  ADMIBAL  OF  BNOI^AKD,  BNIOBT 
OF  TUB  NOBLE  OBDBB  OF  TBB  OABTBB,  AMD  ONE  OF 
BEB  M AJBSTIB's  PBiriB  COUNSEL,  ETC. 

And  ye,  brare  Lord,  whose  goodly  personsge 
And  noble  deeds,  each  other  gamiahing. 
Make  you  enssmple,  to  the  present  sge. 
Of  th*  old  heroes,  whose  famous  ofispring 
The  sntique  poets  wont  so  much  to  smg  ; 
In  this  sane  pageaunt  hare  a  worthy  place, 
Sith  those  huge  castles  of  Castilian  king, 
Thst  rsioly  threstned  kingdomes  to  displace. 
Like  flying  dores  ye  did  before  ton  chase ; 
And  that  proud  people,  wozen  msolent 
Through  msny  rictories,  did  first  deface : 
Thr  praises  ererlasting  monument 
Is  m  this  rerse  engrsren  semblably, 
That  it  may  lire  to  all  posterity. 

E.  S. 


TO   TBB  BJOBT  BONOUBABLB   TBB  LOBD    OF  BUNSDON, 
BIGB  CBAMBEBLAINE  TO  BER  MAJESTT. 

Renowmed  Lord,  thst  for  your  worthinesse 
And  noble  deeds,  bare  your  deserred  plsoe 
High  in  the  Ikrour  of  that  Emperosse, 
The  worlds  sole  glory  snd  her  sexes  grace ; 
Here  eke  of  right  hare  you  a  worthie  place, 
Both  for  your  neames  to  thst  Faerie  Queens, 
And  for  your  owne  high  merit  in  like  oaee : 
Of  which,  apparaunt  proofe  was  to  be  seene. 
When  that  tumultuous  mge  and  fearfull  deenB 
Of  northeme  rebela  ye  did  pacify, 
And  their  dialoiall  powre  defaced  dene. 
The  record  of  enduring  memory. 
Lire,  Lord,  for  erer  in  this  laattng  rerae, 
That  all  posteritie  thy  honor  Buy  reherse. 

fi.8. 


^-J 


TO  TBK  MOST  RKNOWMED  AND  VALIANT  LOttO,  THE 
LORD  ORSY  OP  WILTON,  KVIOBT  OF  TBI  NOBLI 
ORDBR   or  THB  GARrSR.   BCT. 

MoiT  noble  lord,  the  pillor  of  my  life. 
And  patione  of  my  Muses  papilla^  ; 
Through  whose  large  bountie,  poured  on  me  rife. 
In  the  first  seaiton  of  my  feeble  age, 
I  now  doe  live,  bound  yours  by  yassalage ;    - 
(Stth  nothing  ever  may  redeeme,  nor  reare 
Out  of  your  endlesse  oebt,  so  sure  a  gage ;) 
Vouchsafe^  in  worth,  this  small  guift  to  reoetTet 
Which  in  your  noble  hands  for  pledge  I  leave 
Of  all  the  rest  that  I  am  tyde  t'  account : 
Rude  rymes,  the  which  a  rustick  Muse  did  weave 
In  saved  ge  soyle,  far  from  Pamasso  mount. 
And  roughly  wrought  in  an  unlearned  loome : 
The  which  vouchsafe,  dear  Lord,  your  fiivourable 
doome.  £.  S. 

TO  TBB    RIGBT  BONODRABLB  THB  LORD  OP  BUCSBUBfT, 
ONB  OP  BBR  MAJBSTIB's  PRIVIB  OOUNSBLL. 

In  vain  1  thioke,  right  honourable  Lord, 

By  this  rude  rime  to  memorise  thy  name, 

Whose  learned  Muse  hath  writ  her  own  record 

In  golden  verse,  worthy  immortal  fame  : 

Thou  much  more  fit  (were  leasure  to  the  same) 

Thy  gracious  soverains  praises  to  compile. 

And  her  imperiall  majestic  to  frame 

In  loftie  numbers  and  heroicke  stile. 

But,  sith  thou  maiat  not  so,  give  leave  a  while 

To  baser  wit  his  powec  therein  to  spend, 

Whose  groase  defaults  thy  daintie  pen  may  file. 

And  unadvised  oversights  amend. 

But  evermore  vouchsafe,  it  to  maintaine 

Against  vile  Zoilus  backbitings  vaine.  £.  S. 

TO  THB  RIGBT  BOKOVRABLB  SIR  PRANaS  WALBINOBAM, 
XNiailT,  PRXNCIPALL  SECRBTARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY, 
AND  ONB  OP  BBR  BOKOURABLB  PRIVY  OOUNSBLL. 

Tbat  Mantuane  poets  inoompared  spirit 

Whose  girland  now  is  set  in  nighest  place 

Had  not  Mecenas,  for  his  worthy  merit. 

It  first  advaunst  to  great  Augustus  graoe. 

Might  long  perhaps  have  lien  in  silence  bace, 

Ne  bene  so  much  admir'd  of  later  age. 

Thia  lowly  Muse,  tliat  learns  like  steps  to  trace, 

Flies  for  Uke  aide  unto  your  patronage, 

(That  are  the  great  Mecsnas  of  this  age. 

As  well  to  all  that  civil  artes  professe. 

As  those  that  are  inspir'd  witn  martial  rage,) 

And  cravea  protection  of  her  feeblenesse  : 

Which  if  ye  yield,  perhapa  ye  may  her  rayse 

In  bigger  tunes  to  souna  your  living  prayse^  E.  8. 

to  THE  RIOBT  NOBLE  LORD  AND  MOST  VAIJAUNT  CAPTAINS 
SIR  JOBN  NORRIS,  BNT.  LORD  PRSIDENT  OP  MOUNSTBR. 

Wbo  ever  gave  more  honourable  prise 
To  the  sweet  Muse  then  did  the  Martiall  crew, 
Tbat  their  brave  deeds  she  might  immortalise 
In  her  ahril  tromp,  and  sound  their  praises  dew  t 
Who  then  ought  more  to  fiivour  her  then  you, 
Most  noble  lord  the  honor  of  this  age. 
And  precedent  of  all  that  armes  ensue? 
Whose  warlike  prowease  and  manly  cour&ge. 
Tempered  with  reason  and  advisement  aage. 
Hath  fild  sad  Belgicke  with  victorious  spoile ; 
In  Franoe  and  Ireland  left  a  famous  gage ; 
And  lately  shakt  the  Lusitanian  aoile. 
Sith  then  each  where  thou  hast  dispredd  thy  fame. 
Love  him  that  hath  eternised  your  name       £.  S. 


TO  TBB  RIGBT  NOBLR  AND  VALOROUS  KNiOVT,  UB 
WALTER  RAL8IOB,  LORD  WARDBIB  OP  TBS  ITAN* 
MBRYB8,  ABO  UBfTENADirr  OP  CORNBWAILB. 

To  thee,  that  art  the  sommera  nightinnle, 
Thy  aoveraine  goddesses  most  deare  delight, 
Woy  doe  I  sitfid  this  rusticke  msdrigale. 
That  may  thy  tunefull  eare  unseason  quite  1 
Thou  onely  fit  this  argument  to  write, 
In  whoae  high  thoaghu  Pleasure  hath  built  her  bowre. 
And  daintie  I^ve  leamd  aweetly  to  endite. 
My  rimes  I  know  unsavory  and  sowre. 
To  taat  the  atreamea  that,  Uke  a  golden  ahowre. 
Flow  from  thy  froitftill  head  of  toy  lovea  praise ; 
Fitter  perhapa  to  thonder  martiall  stowre, 
Whenso  thee  list  thy  lofty  Muse  to  raise : 
Yet,  till  that  thou  thy  poeme  wilt  make  knowoe, 
Let  thy  faira  Cinthias  pfaisesbe  thus  rudely  sbowoe. 

E.S. 

TO    TBB    RIODT   BONOVRABLB    AND     MOST    VB8TD0I» 
LA  or,  TBB  OOUNTESSE  OP  PBMBROXB. 

RsMBMBRAUNCE  of  thatmoBt  heroieke  spirit, 
The  hevens  pride,  the  gloiy  of  ous  daies. 
Which  now  trinmpheth  (through  immortall  merit 
Of  his  brave  vertues,)  erown'd  with  lasting  baiea. 
Of  heyenlie  blis  and  everlasting  praies ; 
Who  firat  my  Muse  did  lift  out  of  the  flora. 
To  sing  his  sweet  delights  in  lowlie  laiea ; 
Bids  me,  most  noble  l4idy,  to  sdore 
His  goodly  image  living  evermore 
In  the  divine  resemblaunre  of  your  ftce ; 
Which  with  your  vertues  ye  embellish  more, 
And  native  beauty  deck  with  heavenly  grace  ; 
For  his.  and  for  your  owne  especial  sake, 
Vouchsafe  from  him  this  token  in  good  worth  to  take 

E.S. 

TO  TBB  MOST  VBRTUOUS  AND  BBAUTXTULL  LADT,  TBB 

LADY  CARBW. 

Nb  may  I,  without  blot  of  endlesse  blame. 
You,  fairest  Lady,  leave  out  of  thia  place ; 
But,  with  remembraunce  of  your  gracious  name, 
^Wherewith  that  courtly  garlond  most  ye  gracs« 
And  deck  the  world,)  adome  these  verses  oaee : 
Not  that  these  few  lines  can  in  them  comprise 
Those  glorioua  ornaments  of  hevenly  gracep 
Wherewith  ye  triumph  over  feeble  eye? 
Aod  in  subdued  harts  do  tyrannyse ; 
^Por  thereunto  doth  need  a  golden  qntll 
And  silver  lespes,  them  righUy  to  devise ;) 
But  to  make  humble  present  of  good  will : 
Which,  whenas  timely  meaneait  purchase  n»2* 
In  ampler  wise  itselfe  will  forth  display.         £.  8. 

TO  ALL  TUB  GRATIOUS  AND  BEAUTIFUI.L  LADUR  IK  TBI 

eOURT. 

Tbb  Chxan  pelncter,  when  he  waa  required 
To  poortraiot  Venus  in  her  perfect  hew ; 
To  make  his  works  more  absolute,  desir'd 
Of  all  the  fiurest  maidea  to  have  the  vew. 
Much  more  me  needa,  to  draw  the  aemblant  Vt0w, 
Of  Beauties  Queene,  the  worlds  sole  wooderacnt. 
To  sharpe  my  aence  with  aundry  beauties  vevr. 
And  Steele  from  each  aome  part  of  omameot. 
If  all  the  world  to  seeke  I  overwent, 
Afsirer  crew  yet  nowhere  could  I  see 
Then  thst  brave  court  doth  to  mine  eie  preeeot, 
Tkat  the  world's  pride  eeemea  gathered  there  to  be^ 
Of  each  a  part  I  atole  by  cunning  thefte : 
Forgive  it  me,  fiiire  Damea !  silo  lesse  je  hare  n< 
1  lefte.  £•  S. 


TH£    FIRST    BOOKE 


OT 

THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 

OONTAYNIMO 

THB  LB6BND  OP  THB  KNIGHT  OF  THB  RBD  CROSSB,  OR  OP  H0TJNB8SB. 


Lo !  I,  the  man  whose  Muse  whylomo  did  muke. 

Am  tiBM  ber  taught,  in  lowly  shepheards  weeds. 

Am  now  enfont,  a  farre  unfitter  taske. 

For  trumpets  steroe  to  cbaange  mine  oaten  reeds, 

And  mag  of  knights  and  ladies  gentle  deeds ; 

MTboae  praises  nsTing  slept  in  silence  long. 

Me,  sll  to  mesne,  the  sacred  MjBflfi  areeds 

To  bIsaoD  broade  amongst  her  learned  throng : 

Ficceewarreaandfaitbful  Iotos  shall  moralise  mysong. 

II. 

Help  then,  O  holy  virgin  !  chiefe  of  nyne. 

Thy  weaker  novice  tbperform  thy  will ; 

Lay  forth  oat  of  thine  everlasting  soryne 

The  lAtiqiie  roUes,  which  there  lye  hidden  still. 

Of  Faerie  knights  and  fayrest  Tanaqnill, 

IVhom  that  moat  noble  Briton  prince  so  long 

Sought  ihroogh  the  world,  and  suffered  so  much  ill, 

That  I  must  me  his  nndeserred  wrong : 

Oykclpe  thoa  my  weake  wit,  and  sharpen  my  dull  tong! 


IB. 

And  thou,  most  dreaded  impe  of  highest  love, 

Faire  Venus  son ne, that  with  thy  croell  dart  • 

A'i'tEat  good^knigfit  so  cunningly  didst  rove, 

Hiat  glorious  fire  it  kindled  in  his  hart ; 

Lay  now  thy  deadly  heben  bowe  apart. 

And,  with  thy  mother  mylde,  come  to  mine  ayde  ; 

Come,  both  ;  and  with  you  bring  triumphant  Mart, 

In  loves  and  gentle  ioUities  arraid. 

After  his  muidrons  spoyles  and  bloudie  rage  allayd. 

IV, 

And  with  them  eke,  O  goddesse  heavenly  bright, 

Mirrour  of  grace  and  majestic  divine, 

Ofeat  Ladi»  of  die  greatest  lale,  whose  liffht 

Like  Phorbus  lampe  throughout  the  world  doth  shines 

Shed  thy  faire  beames  into  my  feeble  eyne, 

And  raise  my  thoughtes,  too  humble  snd  too  vile. 

To  thinke  or  that  true  glorious  type  of  thine. 

The  argument  uf  mine  afflicted  stile: 

The  which  to  heare  vouchsafe,Odearest  dread,awhile 


CANTO  I. 


The  patron  of  true  Holinesse 
Foule  Errour  doth  defeate  ; 

Hypocrisie,  him  to  entreppe, 
Deth  to  Ids  home  entreatOi 


A  GSKTUi  knigbt  was  prieking  on  the  plains, 
Ydadd  io  migbtie  annes  and  silver  shielde, 
MTberein  old  dints  of  deepe  wonndes  did  remaine. 
The  emel  markes  of  many'  a  bloody  fielde  ; 
Tet  annea  till  that  time  did  he  never  wield  : 
liii  magry  steede  did  chide  his  foming  bitt. 
Am  mncb  diadayning  to  the  curbe  to  yield  : 
I«B  ioOr  kfli^ht  he  aeemd,  and  faire  did  iitt, 
Am  009  tn  knightly  giusu  and  fierce  enoounters  fitt. 


And  on  his  brest  a  bloodie  crosse  he  bore. 

The  deare  remembrance  of  his  dying  Lord, 

For  whose  sweete  sake  that  glorious  badge  he  wore 

And  dead,  as  living,  ever  him  ador'd : 

Upon  his  shield  the  like  was  also  scor'd. 

For  soveraine  hope,  which  in  his  helpe  be  hsd. 

Right,  faithfoll,  true  he  wss  in  deede  end  word  ; 

But  of  his  cheere  did  seeme  too  solemne  sad  ; 

Yet  nothing  did  he  dread,  but  ever  was  ydrad. 
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Upon  a  g^raat  ad  venture  he  wu  bond, 

That  greateat  Gloriana  to  bim  gave, 

(That  greateat  glorioua  Queene  of  Faery  lond) 

To  winne  him  worshippe,  and  her  gnce  to  bare. 

Which  of  all  earthly  thinn  be  moat  did  crave. 

And  ever  aa  be  rocfe,  bia  hart  did  earne 

To  prove  bia  poiaaance  in  battell  brave 

Upon  bia  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  leame ; 

Upon  bia  foe,  a  dragon  horrible  and  atearue. 


rv. 


A  lovely  ladie  rode  bim  faire  beaide. 
Upon  a  lowly  aaae  more  white  then  anow ; 
Yet  abe  much  whiter ;  but  the  aame  did  bide 
Under  a  vele,  that  wimpled  waa  full  low ; 
And  over  all  a  blacke  stole  abee  did  throw, 
A  a  one  that  inly  moumd  ;  so  waa  abe  aad. 
And  heavie  aate  upon  her  palfrey  alow; 
Seemed  in  heart  aome  bidden  care  abe  bad ; 
And  by  her  in  a  line  a  milke-white  lambe  abe  lad* 


So  pure  and  innocent,  aa  that  aame  lambe. 

She  waa  in  life  and  every  vertuoua  lore. 

And  by  deacent  from  royall  lynan  came 

Of  ancient  kingea  and  qtieenea,  that  badof  jore 

Their  aceptera  atretcht  from  eaat  to.westeme  aborts 

And  all  the  world  in  their  aubjectioa  held  ; 

Till  that  iofemal  feend  with  foule  uprore 

Forwasted  all  their  land,  and  them  expeld ;      [peld. 

Whom  to  avenge,  abe  had  this  knight  from  far  com* 

▼I. 

Behind  her  farre  away  a  dwarfe  did  lag. 

That  lasie  aeemd,  in  being  ever  laat. 

Or  wearied  with  bearing  of  her  bag 

Of  needments  at  bia  backe.     Thua  aa  they  past, 

The  day  with  cloudes  was  auddeine  overcast. 

And  angry  love  an  hideous  storme  of  raine 

Did  poure  into  his  lemana  lap  ao  fast, 

I'hat  everie  wight  to  shrowd  it  did  constrain  ;  [fain. 

And  this  faire  couple  eke  to  abroud  themselves  were 

Enforst  to  aeeke  come  covert  nigh  at  band, 
A  abadie  grove  not  farr  away  they  apide. 
That  promist  ayde  the  tempest  to  withstand; 
Whose  lofUe  trees,  yclad  with  sommera  pride 
Did  spred  so  broad,  that  heavens  tight  did  bide. 
Not  perceable  with  power  of  any  starr ; 
Abd  all  within  were  patbes  and  alleiea  wide. 
With  footing  worne,  and  leading  inward  farr : 
Faire  harbour  that  them  seems  ;  ao  in  they  entred  ar. 

vriz. 

And  foortb  they  paaae,  with  pleasure  forward  led, 
Io3ring  to  heare  the  birdea  aweete  harmony. 
Which  therein  ahrouded  from  the  tempeat  dred, 
Seemd  in  their  aong  to  acome  the  cruell  aky. 
Much  can  the^  praise  the  trees  so  straight  and  by. 
The  aayling  pme;  the  cedar  proud  and  tall ; 
The  vine-propp  elme ;  the  poplar  never  dry ; 
The  builder  oake,  sole  king  of  forreau  all ; 
The  aspine  good  for  staves;  the  oypresaa  liinerall ; 


n. 

The  laurell,  meed  of  migbtie  oonquerouv 
And  poets  sage ;  the  firre  that  weepetb  still; 
The  willow,  worne  of  forlome  paramours ; 
The  eugh,  obedient  to  the  benders  will ; 
The  birch  for  shaftea  ;  the  aallow  for  the  mill ; 
The  mirrbe  aweete-bleeding  in  the  bitter  woo&d ; 
The  warlike  beech ;  the  ash  for  nothing  ill ; 
The  fruitful  olive ;  and  the  platane  round ; 
The  carver  holme ;  the  maple,  seldom  inward  soood 

X. 

Led  with  delight,  they  thus  beguile  the  way, 
Untill  the  blustring  atorme  ia  o^v^erblowne ; 
When,  weening  to  retume,  whence  they  did  stray. 
They  cannot  finde  that  path,  which  6ratwasshowoe 
But  wander  too  and  fro  in  waiea  unknowns, 
Furtheat  from  end  then,  when  tbey  neerest  weene, 
That  makes  them  doubt  their  wits  be  not  their  owne 
So  many  paths,  so  many  tuminga  seene,         [been 
That  which  of  them  to  take  in  diverse  doubt  tbey 

XX. 

At  last  resolving  forward  still  to  fare, 

Till  that  aome  end  tbey  finde,  or  in  or  out, 

That  path  tbey  take,  that  beaten  aeemd  most  bare, 

And  like  to  lead  the  labyrinth  about ; 

Which  when  by  tract  they  bunted  bad  tbroogbout. 

At  lenrth  it  brought  them  to  a  hollo  we  cave 

Amid  tne  thickest  woods.    Hie  champion  atout 

Eftsoones  dismounted  from  his  courser  brave. 

And  to  the  dwarfe  awhile  bia  needlease  spere  be  gave 


XIX. 


K 


(« 


Be  well  aware,"  c^uotb  then  that  ladie  milde, 
Leaat  auddaine  ayschiefe  ye  too  raah  provoke : 
The  danger  hid,  the  place  unknowne  and  wilde, 
Breedes  dreadful  1  doubta :  oft  fire  ia  without  amoke. 
And  perill  without  show ;  therefore  your  stroke, 
Sir  Knight,  with-hold,  till  further  tryall  made." 
"  Ah,  Ladie,"  aayd  he,  **  abame  were  to  revoke 
The  forward  footing  for  an  bidden  shade :     [wade/* 
Vertne  gives  her  aelfe  light  through  darkneaae  for  to 


xxn. 

*'  Yea,  but,"  onoth  abe.  *'  the  perill  of  this  pluee 
I  better  wot  tben  you :  Though  nowe  too  Imta 
To  wish  you  backe  retume  with  foule  disgrace, 
Yet  wisedome  warnes,  whilest  foot  is  in  the  giite« 
To  stay  the  steppe,  ere  forced  to  retrate. 
This  is  the  Wandring  Wood,  this  Errours  Den, 
A  monster  vile,  whom  God  and  man  doea  bate  : 
Therefore  I  read  beware."    «  Flv,  dy,"  c^uoth  then 
lliefearefull  dwarfe;  "thia  iaYio  place  forhvin^  mea«' 


XIT- 

But,  fuU  of  fire  and  greedv  hardiment. 
The  youthfuU  knight  could  not  for  ought  bo  »taido 
But  forth  unto  the  darksome  hole  he  wenty 
And  looked  in :  his  glisiring  armor  made 
A  litle  glooming  light,  much  like  a  ahade  ; 
By  which  he  saw  the  ugly  monster  plaine, 
Haifa  like  a  serpent  bornbly  dtajJaide, 
i   But  th'  other  halfe  did  womans  shape  retatne. 
Most  lothaom,  filtbie,  foule,  and  full  of  vile  disdain < 
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XV. 

And,  as  ibe  laj  opon  the  dartie  ground, 

Hef  hnge  long  taile  her  den  all  ovenpreid, 

Yet  waa  in  knots  and  many  bougbtes  upwound, 

Puinted  with  moitall  sdng :  of  her  there  bred     ^ 

A  thooaand  yong  ones,  which  she  daylv  fed. 

Sacking  npoo  her  poisnoas  dugs ;  eaeh  one 

Of  sondrie  shapes,  yet  sll  tU-fsTOTed : 

Soone  as  that  uncouth  light  upon  them  shone, 

laio  her  month  they  crept,  and  svddsin  all  were  gone. 


XVI. 

Their  dam  upstart  oot  of  her  dnii  effraide, 
AimI  mahed  fcNrth,  hurling  her  hideous  tsUe 
About  her  cursed  head  ;  whose  folds  displsid. 
Wefe  streccht  now  forth  at  length  without  entraile. 
She  lookt  about,  and  seing  one  in  msyle, 
Anned  to  point,  sought  backs  to  turne  againe } 
for  light  she  hated  as  the  deadly  bale. 
Ay  woot  in  desert  darknes  to  remaine,  [plaine. 

Hb«rt  plain  none  might  her  see,  n6r  she  see  any 

XVJI. 

Which  when  the  valiant  Elfe  perceived,  he  lept 
As  lyott  fierce  upon  the  flying  pray. 
And  with  hia  trenchand  blade  her  boldly  kept 
From  turning  backe,  and  forced  her  to  stay : 
Therewith  enrsg'd  she  loudly  gan  to  bray. 
And  turning  fierce  her  speckled  taile  advaunet^ 
I'hraatniog  her  angrte  sting,  him  to  dismay ; 
Wbo,  nought  sgbaat,  hia  mightie  hand  enhaunst ; 
llie  stroke  down  from  her  need  unto  her  shoulder 
glaonsL 

xvin. 

Mocb  daunfed  with  that  dint  her  senoe  was  dazd  ; 
Yet  kiadUng  rsge  her  selfe  she  gathered  round, 
And  aU  attonce  her  beaatly  bodie  raisd 
With  donUed  forces  high  above  the  ground : 
Tho,  wrapping  op  her  wrethed  steme  arownd, 
Lept  fierce  upon  his  shield,  end  her  huge  traine 
All  soddenly  shout  his  body  wound. 
That  hand  or  foot  to  atirr  he  atrove  in  vaine. 
God  helpe  the  man  so  wrspt  in  Errours  eudlesse 
t/itflel 

xu. 

His  Uf ,  sad  to  see  his  sore  eoostraint,  [bee ; 

Glide  out,  *'  Now,  now,  Sir  Knight,  shew  what  ye 
Add  fiuth  onto  your  force,  and  be  not  faint ; 
^Strangle  her,  ela  she  sure  will  strangle  thee." 
Thst  when  he  heard,  in  great  perplexitie, 
Hia  gall  did  grate  for  griefe  and  high  disdaine ; 
And,  knitting  all  his  force,  got  oue  hand  free, 
\\  berewith  he  gxypt  her  gorge  with  so  great  paine, 
Ihsi  aooae  to  loose  her  kicked  bands  did  her  con- 
straineu 


Thmtiwith  slie  spewd  oot  of  her  filthte  maw 

A  loud  of  poyaon  horrible  and  blacke, 

yuil  of  grvat  lumps  of  flesh  and  gobbete  raw, 

Vthftcii  stunk  to  vildly,  that  it  forst  him  slacks 

liis  paspiag  hold,  snd  from  her  turne  him  backe : 

Htf  Ttmu.  full  of  bookes  snd  pspers  wss, 

VI  hh  leecUy  frog  and  toades,  which  eyes  did  lacks, 

Asd  sreraing  aougbt  wsy  in  the  weedy  gras : 

ilsr  fildue  puhrsake  all  the  place  defiled  has. 


XXI. 

As  when  old  lather  Nilna  gins  to  swell 

With  timely  pride  above  the  Aegyptian  vale. 

His  fsttie  waves  doe  fertile  slime  outwell. 

And  overflow  each  plaine  and  lowly  dale  : 

But,  when  his  later  spring  gins  to  avale, 

Huge  hespes  of  modd  he  leares,  wherin  there  breed 

Ten  thoussnd  kiodes  of  creatures,  partly  male 

And  partly  femall,  of  his  fruitful  seed  ;  [reed. 

Such  ugly  monstrous  shapes  elswhere  may  no  mail 


The  same  so  sore  annoyed  haa  the  kniglit. 
That,  wel-nigh  choked  with  the  deadly  stinke. 
His  forces  fsile,  ne  con  no  longer  fight. 
Whose  corage  when  the  feend  perceivd  to  shrinks. 
She  poured  forth  oot  of  her  hellish  sinks 
Her  frnitfuU  cursed  spawne  of  aerpents  smsll, 
(Deformed  monsters,  fowie,  snd  blscke  ss  inks,) 
Which  swsrming  sll  shout  his  legs  did  crsll» 
And  him  encombred  sore,  but  could  not  hurt  at  all. 


As  gentle  shsphesrd  in  sweete  eventide. 
When  ruddy  Phebus  gins  to  welke  in  west. 
High  on  an  hill,  hia  flocke  to  vewen  wide, 
Markea  which  doe  byte  their  hasty  supper  best 
A  cloud  of  oumbrouB  guattea  doe  him  moleat, 
A  U  striving  to  iufixe  their  feeble  atinges, 
Thst  from  their  noysnce  he  no  where  can  reat ; 
But  with  his  elownisb  handa  their  tender  winga 
He  brusheth  ofk,  and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmuriiigs 

sxxv. 

Thus  ill  bestsdd,  snd  fesrefull  more  of  shame 

Then  of  the  certeine  perill  he  stood  in, 

Haifa  furious  unto  hia  foe  he  came, 

Resolvd  in  minde  all  suddenly  to  win. 

Or  soone  to  lose,  before  be  once  would  lin ; 

And  stroke  st  bsr  with  more  then  msnly  force. 

That  from  her  body,  full  of  filthie  sin. 

He  raft  her  hatefuU  heade  without  remorse :    [corse. 

A  stresme  of  oole-black  blood  forth  gushed  from  her 

XXV. 

Her  scattrad  brood,  aoone  aa  their  parent  deare 
They  saw  so  rudely  falling  to  the  ground, 
Groning  full  desdly  all  with  troublous  feara 
Gathrea  themselves  sbout  her  body  round. 
Weening  tbeir  wonted  entrance  to  have  found 
At  her  wide  mouth  ;  but,  being  there  withstood. 
They  flocked  all  about  her  bleeding  wound. 
And  sucked  up  their  dying  mothera  bloud  ;    [good* 
Making  her  death  their  life,  and  eke  her  hurt  their 

XXTX. 

That  d^testsble  sight  him  much  amazde. 

To  see  th*  unkindly  impes,  of  heaven  sccuret, 

Devoure  their  dam  \  on  whom  while  so  he  gazd, 

Having  all  satisfide  tbeir  bloudy  thurat. 

Their  bellies  swolne  he  saw  with  fulnesse  burst. 

And  bowels  gushinff  forth :  well  worthy  end 

Of  such,  as  drunke  ner  life,  the  which  them  nurat  i 

Now  needeth  him  no  lenger  labour  spend,  [contend. 

His  foes  have  slaine  themselves,  with  whom  he  sho«ild 


19 


THE  FAERIE  QUKENE. 


r  Rook  I. 


ZITIL 


His  lady  seeing  all,  that  chaanst,  from  farre, 

Approcot  in  hast  to  greet  his  victorie  ; 

And  saide, "  Faire  knight,  borne  under  bappie  atarra, 

AVbc  see  year  vanquisht  foes  before  you  lye ; 

Well  wortbie  be  you  of  that  armory, 

Wherein  ye  hare  great  glory  wonne  this  day» 

And  prooy'd  your  strength  on  a  strong  enimie ; 

Your  first  adyenture :  many  auch  I  pray, 

And  heooeforth  erar  wiah  that  like  auoceed  it  may  t" 


Then  mounted  he  upon  his  ateede  againe. 
And  with  the  lady  backward  sought  to  wend: 
I'bat  path  he  kept,  which  beaten  was  most  plaine, 
Ne  e?er  would  to  any  by-way  bend ; 
But  still  did  follow  one  unto  the  end. 
The  which  at  last  out  of  the  wood  them  brought 
So  forward  on  his  way  (with  God  to  freod) 
He  passed  forth,  and  new  adventure  sought : 
Long  way  he  traveiled,  before  he  heard  of  ought. 

ZXIZ. 

At  length  Htuij  chaunst  to  meet  upon  the  way 
An  ageid  sire,  in  long  blaoke  weedes  yclad. 
His  reete  all  bare,  his  beard  all  hoarie  gray, 
And  hr  his  belt  his  hookk  he  hanging  had ; 
Sober  ne  seemde,  and  Tery  aagely  aad ; 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyes  were  lowly  bent. 
Simple  in  shew,  and  Toide  of  malice  bad  ; 
And  all  the  way  he  prayed,  aa  he  went. 
And  often  knockt  his  brest,  aa  one  that  did  repent 

XXX. 

He  faire  the  knight  sainted,  louting  low, 

Who  faire  him  quited,  as  that  courteoua  was ; 

And  after  asked  him,  if  he  did  know 

Of  straunge  adventurea,  which  abroad  did  pas. 

"Ah !  my  dear  aonne,"  quoth  he,  "  how  should,  alaa ! 

Silly  old  man,  that  Uyes  in  hidden  cell. 

Bidding  his  beadea  all  day  for  his  trespis, 

Tydings  of  warre  and  worldly  trouble  tell  ? 

V/ith  holy  father  aits  not  with  such  thinges  to  mell. 

xzxu 

**  But  if  of  daunger,  which  hereby  doth  dwell. 
And  homebredd  eyil  ye  desire  t^  heare. 
Of  a  atraunge  man  I  can  you  tidings  tell, 
That  wasteth  all  this  countrie  farre  and  neare." 
"  Of  auch,"  aside  he,  "  J  chiefly  doe  inquere ; 
And  shall  thee  well  rewarde  to  shew  the  place. 
In  which  that  wicked  wight  his  dayes  doth  weaie: 
For  to  all  knighthood  it  ia  foule  diagrace. 
That  such  a  curaed  creature  lives  so  long  a  apace." 

XXXIT. 

"  Far  hence,**  quoth  he,  "  in  waatfull  witdemease 
His  dwelling  is,  by  which  no  living  wight 
May  ever  pasae,  but  thorough  great  distresse." 
"Now,**  saide  the  ladie,  ** draweth  toward  night ; 
And  well  I  wote,  that  of  your  later  fight 
Ye  all  forwearied  be ;  for  what  so  strong, 
}^*  ^aiOBg  rest,  will  also  want  of  might  ? 
T  m  9vfm^,  rh«t  afasuiea  heaven  all  day  lonir, 
•  v<^  «ion»  swoaiaiaiswlesthm  oeean  waves  among. 


xxaiii. 

'*  Then  with  the  aunne  takr,  air,  >our  timely  rest, 
And  with  new  day  new  worke  at  once  begio : 
Untroubled  night,  they  say.  givea  connsMl  best." 
*'  Right  well.  Sir  Knight,  ye  have  adviaed  bin/' 
Quom  then  that  aged  man ;  *'  the  way  to  win 
la  wisely  to  advise.    Now  day  ia  spent : 
Therefore  with  me  ye  may  take  up  your  in 
For  thia  aame  night*'  iVe  knight  waa  well  content : 
So  with  that  godly  father  to  his  home  they  went. 

zxxnr. 

A  little  lowly  hermitage  it  was, 

Dom'ne  in  a  dale,  hard  by  a  foreat'a  aide, 

Far  from  resort  of  people,  that  did  paa 

In  traveill  to  and  froe :  a  little  wyde 

There  wss  an  holy  chsppell  edifyde, 

W  herein  the  hermite  dewly  wont  to  say 

His  holy  things  esch  mome  and  eventyde : 

Thereby  a  chnstall  streame  did  gently  play. 

Which  from  a  sacred  fountaine  wellod  forth  alway. 

XXXT. 

Arrived  there,  the  litle  house  they  fill, 
Ne  looke  for  entertainement,  where  none  wss ; 
Rest  is  their  feast,  and  all  thingea  at  their  will: 
The  noblest  mind  the  best  contentment  has. 
With  laireHtSCourse  the  evening  ao  tbey  pas  ; 
For  that  olde  man  of  pleasing  wordes  had  store, 
And  well  could  file  his  tongue*  as  smooth  as  glas ; 
He  told  of  saintea  and  popea,  and  evermore 
He  atrowd  an  Ave-Mary  after  and  before* 

xxxvt. 

The  drouping  night  thus  creepeth  on  them  fast ; 

And  the  aad  humor  loading  their  eye-liddes, 

Aa  measenger  of  Morpheus,  on  them  cast     [biddes. 

Sweet  slombring  deaw,  the  which  to  aleep  thera 

Unto  their  lodgings  then  his  guestes  he  ridden : 

Where  when  ul  orownd  in  deadly  sleepe  he  fiudes. 

He  to  his  studie  goes ;  and  there  amiddea 

Hia  magick  bookea,  and  artes  of  sundrie  kiodes. 

He  seeks  out  mighty  charmes  to  trouble  aleepy  minds. 

zxxvn. 

Then  choosing  out  few  words  most  horrible, 
(  L^t  none  them  read  !)  thereof  did  vt^rses  frame: 
Wirh  which,  and  other  spelles  like  terrihlt* , 
Me  bsd  awake  blacke  Plutoes  griesly  dame  ; 
And  curaed  Heven  ;  and  spake  reprochful  sbame 
or  highest  God,  the  Lord  of  life  and  light 
A  bold  bad  man !  that  dar'd  to  call  by  name 
Great  Gorgon,  prince  of  darknea and  dead  night; 
At  which  Cocytus  quakes,  and  Styx  is  put  to  fligki 

xxxvin. 

And  forth  he  csld  out  of  deepe  darVnea  dredd 

L^ons  of  sprights,  the  which,  like  litle  flyes» 

Fluttring  about  his  ever-damned  hKld, 

Awaite  whereto  their  aervice  he  applyea, 

To  aide  his  friendes,  or  fray  his  enimies : 

Of  those  he  chose  cut  two,  the  falsest  twoo» 

And  fittest  for  to  forge  true-seeming  lyc^ ; 

1  he  one  of  them  he  gave  a  message  too. 

The  other  bv  himselle  staide  other  worke  to  doo. 
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zxxu. 

H«,  Baking  speedy  wmy  throagli  spened  tyre. 

And  through  the  world  of  waters  wide  and  deepe. 

To  Morphea*  hooaedoth  hastily  repaire, 

Amid  the  howols  of  the  earth  full  ateepe, 

Aod  low,  where  dawiiio|{  day  doth  oerer  peepe» 

Hia  dwelling  ia  ;  there  Tethya  hia  wet  heid 

Doth  ermr  waah,  aod  Cynthia  still  doth  ateepe 

In  silTor  deaw  his  ever^^ronping  hed«  [apred, 

Wbllea  aftd  Night  over  him  her  mantle  Uack  doth 

XL. 

Whose  donUe  gates  he  findeth  locked  ihst : 

The  one  fiiire  fnun'd  of  homisht  y vory. 

The  other  all  with  silver  overcaat ; 

And  wakefnl  doggea  before  them  farra  doe  lye. 

Watching  to  bamsh  Care  their  eoimy. 

Who  oft  ia  wont  to  trouble  gentle  Sleepe. 

By  them  the  sprite  doth  pesae  in  quietly, 

Aad  onto  Monheua  cornea,  whom  drowned  deepe 

la  dnmne  fit  he  findes ;  of  nothing  he  takes  keeps. 


xu. 

And,  more,  to  biQe  him  in  his  slumher  soft, 

A  trickling  streams  from  hif^  rock  tumbling  downs. 

And  erer-drialiog  raine  upon  the  lolt, 

Mixt  with  a  munnuring  winde,  much  like  the  aowae 

Of  awanning  beea,  did  caat  him  in  a  awowne. 

Ko  other  noyse,  nor  peoples  troublous  cryes, 

As  stiO  sre  wont  t'annoy  the  walled  towne, 

Might  there  be  heard  :  botcarelease  Quiet  lyes 

Wiipc  in  etamsll  silence  fane  from  enimyes. 


The  BMSssnger  spproehing  to  him  spake; 
Bot  his  waate  wordea  retournd  to  him  in  vaine : 
80  aouod  he  alept,  that  nought  mought  him  awake. 
Than  rudely  he  him  thruat,  and  pnaht  with  peine, 
Whereat  he  gan  to  atretch :  but  he  againe 
Shook*  him  so  hsid,  thst  forced  him  to  speake. 
As  one  then  in  a  dreame,  whose  dryer  braine 
U  toat  with  troubled  aighta  aod  fanciea  weake, 
Hsanmbled  aoft,  but  would  not  all  his  silence  bieske. 

ZLin. 

The  sprite  then  gan  more  boldly  him  to  wake, 

Afid  ureadied  unto  him  the  dreaded  name 

Of  Heeat^ :  whereat  he  gsn  to  auake, 

Aod,  lilting  up  his  lompiah  head,  with  blims 

Ualfc  angne  aaked  him,  for  what  he  came, 

"  Ueiber,"  quoth  he, "  me  Archimago  sent. 

He  that  the  atubbome  sprites  csn  wisely  tame, 

lie  bids  thee  to  him  send  for  his  intent  [sent." 

A  fit  him  Dresme,  diat  can  delude  the  aleepeis 

SLIT. 

The  fod  obsyde ;  and,  calling  forth  straight  way 
A  dinrsfve  dreame  out  of  hia  piiaon  darke, 
Dsltvervd  it  to  him,  and  downe  did  lay 
Bh  basTiit  heed,  deroide  of  careful  carke ; 
Wkoae  asoees  all  were  straight  benumbd  and  stsrksi 
IJa,  bucko  returning  by  the  yrorie  dore, 
lUaMwilsrf  up  aa  light  as  ehearefull  larke ; 
Aad  so  his  litle  wingea  the  Dreame  be  bore 
U  bat  unto  his  lord,  where  he  him  left  afore. 


ZLV. 

Who  an  this  while,  with  chsrmss  and  hiddsa  Sftos, 

Hsd  made  a  ladv  of  that  other  apright. 

And  fram'd  of  liquid  ayre  her  ten£r  partes. 

So  lirely,  and  ao  like  m  all  nsena  sight. 

That  weaker  aence  it  could  have  raviabt  quight: 

llie  makera  sslfe,  for  all  hia  wondrona  witt, 

Waa  ni^  beguiled  with  ao  goodly  sight. 

Her  all  in  white  he  clad,  and  OTer  it 

Cast  a  bbck  stole,  most  like  to  seeme  lot  Una  fiu 

Now  when  that  ydle  Dreame  was  to  him  brought, 

Unto  that  elfin  knight  he  bad  him  fiy. 

Where  he  slept  soundly  void  of  evil  thought. 

And  with  false  shewes  abuae  his  fimtasy ; 

In  sort  aa  he  him  achooled  privily. 

Aod  that  new  ersature,  home  without  her  dew. 

Full  of  the  makers  gufle,  with  usage  sly 

He  uught  to  imitate  that  lady  trew, 

Whoss  semblance  ahe  did  canie  under  feigned  hew. 


ZLvn. 

Thus,  well  instructed,  to  their  worite  they  haste ; 
And,  comming  where  the  knight  in  alomber  lay. 
The  one  upon  hia  bardie  head  him  plaste. 
And  made  him  dreame  of  lovea  and  luatfull  play ; 
That  nigh  his  manly  hart  did  melt  away. 
Bathed  In  wanton  blis  and  wicked  ioy : 
Then  aeemed  him  his  lady  by  him  lay. 
And  to  him  playnd,  how  that  false  winged  boy 
Her  chaate  hart  had  aubdewd  to  leame  dame  Plea 
surestoy. 

ZLTm. 

And  she  her  selfe,  of  beautie  soveraigne  queeoe, 
Fayie  Venua,  aeemde  onto  his  bed  to  bring 
Her,  whom  he,  waking,  evermore  did  weene 
To  bee  the  chaateat  flowre  that  aye  did  spring 
On  earthly  braunch,  the  daughter  of  a  king. 
Now  a  loose  lemsn  to  vils  service  bound : 
And  eke  the  Grsces  seemed  all  to  sing, 
Uymtn  Id  HymtH,  dauncing  all  around ; 
Whylst  freaheat  Flora  her  with  yvie  girlond  crownd. 


In  this  grest  psssion  of  unwonted  lust. 

Or  wonted  (eare  of  doio^  ought  amis. 

He  starteth  up,  as  seeming  to  mistrust 

Some  secret  ifi»  or  hidden  foe  of  bis : 

Lo,  there  before  his  face  hia  ladie  is, 

Unider  blscke  stole  hydiog  her  bay  ted  hooke  ; 

And  as  halfe  blushing  oued  him  to  kis. 

With  gentle  blandishment  and  lovely  looke,    [took. 

Moat  Uke  that  virgin  true,  which  for  her  knight  him 


All  deane  dismayd  to  see  so  ilneouth  sight, 
And  halfe  enraged  at  her  shamelesse  guise. 
He  thought  have  alaiue  her  in  his  fierce  dea]>igbt , 
But,  haatie  heat  tempring  with  sufferance  wise, 
He  stayde  his  hand ;  and  gan  bimselfe  advise 
To  prove  his  sense,  and  tempt  her  feigned  troth. 
Wringing  her  hands,  in  wemens  pitteona  wiae, 
Tho  can  she  weepe,  to  stirre  up  gentle  ruth 
Both  for  her  noble  blood,  and  tor  her  tender  youth. 
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And  nyd,  "Ah  sir,  my  liege  lord,  nd  my  loTe, 

Shall  I  Accuse  the  hidden  emell  fate, 

And  mightie  causes  wrought  in  heaven  above, 

Or  the  blind  god,  that  dcUi  me  thus  amate. 

For  hoped  love  to  winne  me  certaine  hate  1 

Yet  thus  perforoe  he  bids  me  do,  or  die. 

Die  is  my  dew ;  yet  rew  my  wretched  state. 

You,  whom  my  hard  avenging  destinie 

Hath  made  iudge  of  my  life  or  death  indiffsreotly : 


LII. 

"  Yonr  owne  dears  sake  forst  me  at  first  to  leave 
My  fathers  kingdom" — ^tbere  she  stopt  with  teams ; 
Her  swollen  hart  her  speech  seemd  to  bereave. 
And  then  againe  begun  ;  "  My  weaker  yeares, 
Captiv*d  to  fortune  and  frayle  worldly  feares, 
Fly  to  yonr  fay th  for  succour  and  sure  ayde : 
Let  me  not  die  in  languor  and  long  teares."  [may'd  ? 
*'  Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  *'  what  bath  ye  thus  dis« 
What  frayes  ye,   that  were  wont  to  comfort    me 
affraydt*^ 


"Love  of  yourselfe,"  she  sside,  '*and  deare  eonstraint, 
T^ts  me  not  sleepe,  but  waste  the  wearie  night 
In  secret  anguish  and  unpitued  plaint, 
Whiles  you  in  carelesse  sleepe  are  drowned  quigkt." 
Her  doubtfttll  words  msde  that  redoubted  knight 
Saspect  her  truth ;  yet  since  no'  untruth  he  koew, 
Her  fiiwning  love  with  foule  disdninefull  spight 
He  would  not  shend ;  but  said,  "  Deare  dame,  I  rew 
That  for  my  sake  unknowne  auch  griefs  unto  you 
grew: 


uv. 


<t 


Asivre  your  selfe,  it  fell  not  all  to  ground ; 
For  all  so  deare,  as  life  is  lo  my  hart, 
I  deeme  your  love,  snd  hold  me  to  you  bouod : 
Ne  let  vsine  fears  procure  your  needlesae  smart, 
Where  cause  is  none ;  but  to  your  rest  depart** 
Not  all  content,  yet  seemd  sbe  to  appease 
Her  moumefnll  plaintes,  beguiled  of  her  art, 
And  fed  with  words,  that  could  not  chose  hut  please: 
So,  slyding  sofUy  forth,  she  tumd  as  to  her  ease. 


LV. 


Long  after  lav  he  musing  at  her  mood. 

Much  griev'd  to  tbinke  Uiat  gentle  dame  so  light. 

For  whose  defence  he  was  to  shed  his  blood. 

At  hist  dull  wearines  of  former  fight 

Having  yrockt  asleepe  bis  irkesome  spright. 

That  troublous  Dreame  gan  freably  tosse  his  braine 

With  bowres,  and  beds,  and  ladies  deare  delight : 

But,  when  he  saw  his  labour  all  was  vaine, 

With  that  misform^d  spright  he  backe  retumd  agaiae. 


CANTO  II. 


The  guile  full  great  enchaunter  parts 
The  RedcTosse  knight  from  Truth : 

Into  whose  stead  fairs  Falshood  steps. 
And  workes  him  woeful!  ruth. 


I. 

By  this  the  northerne  wagoner  had  set 

His  sevenfold  teme  behiud  the  stedfast  starre 

I'hat  was  in  ocean  wavea  yet  never  wet. 

But  firme  is  fixt,  and  sendeth  light  from  farre 

To  all  that  in  the  wide  deepe  wandring  arre ; 

And  chearefull  chaunticlere  with  his  note  shrill 

Hsd  warned  once,  that  Phoebus  fiery  cane 

In  hast  was  climbing  np  the  easteme  hill. 

Full  envious  that  Night  so  long  his  roome  did  fill : 


n. 

When  those  accursed  messengers  of  hell. 
That  feigning  Dreame,  and  that  faire-forged  spright. 
Came  to  their  wicked  maister,  and  gan  tell 
Their  bootelesse  paines,  and  ill-succeeding  night : 
Who,  all  in  rage  to  see  his  skilfoll  might 
Deluded  so,  gan  threaten  hellish  paine 
And  sad  Pro86rpines  wrath,  them  to  affright. 
But,  when  he  saw  his  threatning  was  but  vaine, 
He  cast  about^  and  searcht  his  baleful  bokes  againe. 


lit. 

Eftsoones  he  tooke  that  miscreated  Fairs, 
And  that  false  other  spright.  on  whom  he  npred 
A  seeming  body  of  the  subtile  aire, 
Like  a  young  squire,  in  loves  and  Instyhed 
His  wanton  daies  that  ever  loosely  led, 
Without  regard  of  armes  and  dreaded  fight ; 
Those  two  he  tooke,  and  in  a  secrete  bed. 
Covered  with  daritenes  and  misdeeming  siji^ht. 
Them  both  together  laid,  to  ioy  in  vaine  delight. 


IV. 

Forthwith  be  runnes  with  feigned>faithfall  bast 
Unto  his  guest,  who,  after  troublous  sights 
And  dresjnes,  gan  now  to  take  more  sound  repast ; 
Whom  suddenly  he  wakes  with  fearful  fri^btd. 
As  one  aghast  with  feends  or  damned  sprtgbt8. 
And  to  him  calls  ;  "  Rise,  rise,  unhappy  swtiim*. 
That  herewex  old  in  sleepe,  whiles  wicke<i  wights 
Have  knit  themselves  in  Venus  shameful  cbaiiiti  : 
Come,seewhereyour  fi^e  lady  doth  her  honur  ^tuitie^ 
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k\k  in  a  maze  he  suddenly  np  start 

With  sword  in  hand,  and  with  the  old  man  went; 

Who  soone  him  hroaght  into  a  secret  part. 

Where  that  false  couple  were  full  closely  ment 

In  wanton  lust  and  leud  emhracement : 

Which  when  be  saw,  he  burnt  with  gealous  fire } 

The  eie  of  reason  was  with  nge  ^blent ; 

And  would  hare  slaine  them  in  Lis  furious  ire* 

But  hardly  was  restreined  of  that  aged  sire. 

VI. 

Retouming  to  his  bed  in  torment  ^reat, 
\nd  bitter  anguish  of  his  guilty  sight. 
He  could  not  rest ;  but  did  his  stout  heart  eat, 
And  wast  his  inward  gall  with  deepe  despight^ 
Yrkeaome  of  life,  and  too  long  lingring  night.  ^ 
At  last  faire  Hesperus  ia  highest  skie  [light  *, 

Hnd  spent  his  uunpe,  and  brought  forth  dawning 
Then  up  he  rose,  and  clad  him  hastily ;  [fly. 

The  dwarfe  him  brought  his  steed :  so  both  away  do 

Tn. 

Now  when  the  rosy-fingered  Morning  fiuxe, 

Weary  of  aged  Tithones  saffron  bed. 

Had  spreaa  her  purple  robe  through  deawy  aire ; 

And  the  high  hib  Titan  discoTsred ; 

The  royall  yirgin  shooka  off  drousyhed : 

And,  nsinff  forth  out  of  her  baser  bowre, 

Lookt  for  her  knight,  who  far  away  was  fled. 

And  for  her  dwarre,th8t  wont  to  waite  each  bowre  :<— 

Then  gaa  she  wall  sndweepe  to  see  that  woeful  stowre. 

^  Tin. 

Aad  after  him  she  rode  with  so  much  speede. 
As  her  dowe  beast  could  make ;  but  all  in  vadne  : 
For  htm  so  fiur  had  borne  his  light-foot  steede, 
Piioked  with  wrath  and  fiery  fierce  disdaine, 
That  him  to  follow  was  but  fruitlesse  peine  : 
Yet  ahe  her  wearj  limbes  would  never  rest ; 
Bat  every  hil  and  dsle,  each  wood  and  plaine, 
Did  aeaicb,  sore  grieved  in  her  gentle  brest, 
He  10  vngentiy  m  ber^  whom  she  loved  best. 

n. 

But  sobtill  Arehimago,  when  his  guests 

He  saw  divided  into  double  parts, 

And  Una  wandring  in  woods  and  forr^sts, 

(Th*  end  of  his  dnft,)  he  praised  his  divelish  arts. 

That  bad  such  might  over  true  meaning  harts : 

Yet  reels  not  so,  but  other  meanes  doth  make. 

How  he  may  woike  unto  her  further  smarts : 

For  her  he  hated  as  the  hissing  snake, 

And  in  her  many  tnmbles  did  most  pleasure  take. 

He  then  devisde  himselfe  how  to  disguise ; 
For  by  his  mighty  science  he  could  take 
As  many  formea  and  shapes  in  seeming  wise, 
Ae  ever  Proteus  to  hitttfslfe  could  make : 
Sosnedme  a  fowie,  tomefame  a  fish  in  lake. 
Now  like  a  Ibve^  now  like  a  dragon  fell ; 
That  €i  himeelfo  lie  ofte  for  ftars  would  quake. 
And  oft  would  flie  away.    O  who  osn  tell     [spell  I 
The  hidden  powre  of  heitea,  and  might  of  nagiek 


zi. 

But  now  seemde  best  the  person  to  put  on 

Of  that  good  knight,  bis  late  beguiled  guest  .■— 

In  mighty  armes  he  was  ydad  anon. 

And  silver  shield ;  upon  his  coward  brest 

A  bloody  orosse,  and  on  his  craven  crest 

A  bounch  of  heares  disoOlourd  diversly. 

Full  ioUy  knight  he  seemde,  and  wel  addrest ; 

And,  when  he  sate  uppon  his  courser  free,      [to  be 

Saint  George  hknselfb  ye  would  have  deemed  hia 

xu. 

But  he,  the  knight^  whoae  semUaunt  be  did  beare. 
The  true  Saint  George,  was  wandred  far  away. 
Still  flying  from  his  Uioaghts  and  gealous  ieare : 
Will  was  nia  guide,  and  griefe  led  him  astray. 
At  last  him  chaunst  to  meete  upon  the  way 
A  faithlesse  Sarasin,  all  armde  to  point, 
In  whose  great  shield  was  writ  with  letters  gay 
Sam  fay  ;  full  large  of  limbe  and  every  toint 
He  was,  and  oared  not  iot  God  or  man  a  point. 


xm. 

Hee  had  a  faire  companion  of  hia  way, 

A  goodly  lady  clad  in  aoarlot  red, 

Purfled  with  gold  and  pearle  of  rich  assay ; 

And  like  a  Persian  mitre  on  her  bed 

Shoe  wore,  with  orowas  and  owebee  garnished. 

The  which  her  laviah  lovers  to  her  gave  i 

Her  wanton  palfrey  all  was  overspred 

With  dnsell  trappings,  woven  like  a  ware. 

Whose  bridle  rung  with  golden  bela  and  bosses  brav*. 


XIV. 

With  fairs  disport,  and  courting  dalliaunoe, 
She  intertainde  her  lover  all  the  way : 
But,  when  she  saw  the  knight  his  speare  advaunce, 
Shee  soone  left  off  her  miru  and  wanton  play, 
And  bad  her  knight  addresse  him  to  the  fray ; 
Hu  foe  was  ni^h  at  hand.  He,  prickte  with  pride. 
And  hope  to  winne  his  Isdies  hearte  that  day, 
Forth  spurred  hat ;  adowne  his  coursers  side 
The  red  bloud  trickling  staind  the  way,  as  he  did  tide, 

XV. 

The  knight  of  the  Redcrosse,  when  bim  he  spide 
Spurring  so  bote  with  rage  dispiteous, 
Gan  fairely  couch  his  speare,  and  towards  ride : 
Soone  meete  they  both,  both  fell  and  furious, 
That,  daunted  with  their  forces  hideous, 
Their  steeds  doe  stagger,  and  amazed  stand ; 
And  eke  themselves,  too  rudely  rigorous, 
Astonied  with  the  stroke  of  their  owne  hand. 
Doe  backe  rebutte,  and  each  to  other  yealdeth  land* 


XVI. 

J  As  when  two  rams,  stird  with  ambitious  pride,. 

'  Fight  for  the  rule  of  the  rich-fleeced  flocke, 
Their  horned  fronts  so  fierce  on  either  side 
Doe  meete,  that,  with  the  terror  of  the  shocke 
Aatonied,  both  stand  sencelesse  as  a  blocke, 
Forgetfbll  of  the  hanging  victory : 
So  stood  these  twaine,  unmovea  as  a  rocke. 
Both  staring  fierce.  ^*'*  *•""' —  i'*'<i\ir 
The  broken  relir  uelty. 


to 
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[Book  I. 


xvu. 

The  Stnsm»  sore  dannted  with  the  buffe, 
Snatcheth  faL  sword,  and  fiorcelj  to  him  flies ; 
Who  well  it  wards,  and  qnyteth  euff  with  cuff: 
Each  others  eousll  poissaunoe  enTfes^ 
And  through  tneir  iron  sides  with  croell  spies 
Does  seeke  to  pcrce ;  repining  courage  yields 
No  foote  to  foe :  the  flasning  fier  flies, 
As  from  a  forge,  out  of  their  homing  shields ; 
And  •tieama  of  purple  bloud  new  die  the  T«rdant 
fields. 

ZTtn. 

"  Curse  on  that  erosse,"  quoth  then  the  Sanan, 

That  keepa  thj  body  from  the  bitter  fitt ; 

Dead  long  ygoe,  I  wote,  thou  haddest  bin. 

Had  not  that  chann^  from  thee  forwamed  itt : 

But  yet  I  wame  thee  now  asaured  sitt, 

And  hide  thy  heed."    Therewith  upon  his  crest 

With  rigor  so  outrageoua  he  smitt. 

That  a  large  ahare  it  hewd  out  of  the  rest,      [blest. 

And  glauncing  down  his  shield  from  blsme  him  &irly 

ux. 

Who,  thereat  wondrous  wroth,  the  sleeping  spark 
Of  native  rertue  gsn  eftsoones  reyive ; 
And,  at  his  haughtv  helmet  making  mark. 
So  huffely  stroke,  tnat  it  the  Steele  did  rive,^ 
And  deft  his  heeid :  he,  tumbling  downe  aUre, 
With  blottdy  mouth  his  mother  esrth  did  kis. 
Greeting  his  grave :  his  grudging  ghost  did  strive 
With  the  fraito  flesh ;  at  last  it  Ititted  is. 
Whither  the  soules  doe  fly  of  men,  that  live  amis. 


i 


XX. 

The  lady,  when  she  saw  her  champion  fall. 

Like  the  old  mines  of  a  broken  towre, 

Stsid  not  to  waile  his  woeful!  funerall ; 

But  from  him  fled  away  with  all  her  powre : 

Who  after  her  as  hastiiy  gan  soowre. 

Bidding  the  dwarfe  with  mm  to  bring  away 

The  Saraains  shield,  signs  of  the  conqueronre : 

Her  soone  he  overtooke.  and  bad  to  stay ; 

For  present  cause  was  none  of  dread  her  to  dismay. 

xzi. 

Shee  tnming  baoke,  with  raefull  countenaunce, 
Cride,  "  Mercy,  mercy,  sir,  vouchsafe  to  show 
On  silly  dame,  subiect  to  hard  misohaunce. 
And  to  your  miffhty  will."    Her  humblesse  low 
In  so  ritch  weedes,  and  seeming  glorious  show, 
Did  much  emmove  his  stout  heroicke  heart; 


And  said,  "  Deare  dame,  your  auddein  overthrow 
Much  meth  me  ;\but  now  put  fsare  apsrt,      [pert** 
And  tel,  both  who  ye  be,  aid  who  tnat  tooke  your 

xxn. 

Melting  in  teares,  then  gan  ahee  thus  lament ; 

"  The  wretched  woman,  whom  unhappy  howre 

Hath  now  made  thrall  to  your  commandementa 

Beft>re  that  anffry  heavens  list  to  lowre, 

And  fortune  fuse  betraide  me  to  your  powre, 

Waa,  (O  what  now  avaUeth  that  I  was*0 

Bome  the  sole  daughter  of  an  emperour ; 

He  that  Uie  wide  weat  under  his  mle  hss, 

And  high  hath  set  his  throne  where  Tiberis  doth  pas. 


"  He,  in  the  first  flowre  of  my  freshest  age. 

Betrothed  me  unto  the  onely  haire 

Of  a  most  mighty  king,  most  riidi  and  ssge ; 

Was  never  pnnoe  so  nithfull  and  ao  fairsj 

Was  never  prince  so  meeke  snd  debonaire  J 

But,  ere  my  hoped  day  of  apousall  shons. 

My  desrest  lora  fell  from  high  honors  stsfae 

Into  the  hsnds  of  hys  secnrMd  fbne. 

And  craelly  waa  slsine;  that  shall  I  trermoM  I 


"  His  blessed  bodv,  spoild  of  lively  breadi, 
Waa  afterward,  I  xnow  not  how,  convaid. 
And  fro  me  hid ;  of  whose  most  innocent  dssth 
When  tidings  came  to  asee,  unhappy  maid, 
O,  how  great  sorrow  my  sad  soiue  asssidi 
Then  forth  I  went  his  woefuU  corse  to  find. 
And  many  yearea  throughout  the  worid  I  straid, 
A  virsiu  widow ;  whose  dee[Hi-wonnded  mind 
With  love  long  time  did  languiah,  as  the  atrikeo  hind. 


XXV. 


"  At  last  it  ohaunoed  this  proud  Sarsain 

To  meete  me  wandring ;  who  perforce  me  led 

With  him  away;  but  yet  cotda  never  win 

The  fort,  that  udiea  hold  in  soveraigne  dread* 

There  liea  he  now  with  foule  dishonor  dead, 

Who,  whiles  he  livde,  was  called  proud  Sanafoy, 

The  eldeet  of  three  brothren ;  all  tnree  bred 

Of  one  bad  siro,  whose  youngest  is  Sansioy ;    [loy. 

And  twixt  them  both  was  bom  the  bloudy  bold  Siyia* 

XXVI. 

"  In  this  sad  pliffbt,  friendlease,  unfortunate, 
Now  miserable  I  Fidessa  dwell. 
Craving  of  you,  in  pitty  of  my  atate. 
To  doe  none  ill,  if  please  ye  not  doe  well/' 
He  in  great  passion  all  this  while  did  dwell, 
Mora  busying  his  quicks  eies,  her  fsce  to  view. 
Then  his  dull  earas,  to  hearo  what  shee  did  tell ; 
And  said,  *'  Fairo  lady,  hart  of  flint  would  row 
The  undeserved  woes  and  sorrowea,  which  y  shew. 

xxvn. 

**  Henoeforth  in  safe  assuraunca  may  ye  rest. 

Having  bodi  found  a  new  friend  you  to  aid« 

And  lost  an  old  foe  that  did  you  molest: 

Better  new  friend  then  old  foe  is  said." 

With  chaunge  of  cheer  &e  seeming-simpU  miid 

Let  frJ  her  eien,  as  shamefrst,  to  the  earth. 

And  yeelding  soft,  in  that  ahe  nought  gainsnid. 

So  forth  they  rode,  he  ieuuM  seemely  mertb,  [destli. 

And  shee  ooy  lookea :  so  cbunty,  they  mj,  insk«tk 


Long  time  thev  thus  together  travailed ; 

Til,  wesry  of  thsir  war,  they  esme  at  last 

Where  grew  two  goodly  trees,  that  fairo  did  spr^d 

Their  armea  abroad,  with  gray  moaae  ovaroMC*  ; 

And  their  greene  leaves,  trembling  with  erery  t»lasl 

Made  a  calme  shadows  frr  in  compasse  roood  « 

The  feariull  shepheard,  often  thero  Bghaat« 

Under  them  never  aat,  ne  wont  thero  sound 

His  mery  oaten  pipe  -,  but  abund  th'  unlucky  groncic 
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XXIX. 

But  this  good  kniffbt,  aoone  w  he  them  can  spie, 

fat  tht  coole  BbaSd  (am  thither  haatly  got ; 

For  gdden  Phoelma,  now  vmonnted  hie. 

From  fienr  wheeleei  of  his  ndre  chariot 

Htirled  his  lieame  so  scorching  cniell  hot, 

That  living  creatore  mote  it  not  ahide ; 

And  his  new  lady  it  endured  not. 

There  they  aUght,  in  hope  themaelyea  to  hide 

From  the  fierce  heat,  andiest  their  weazj  limbe  a  tide. 


Faire-aemely  pleaaannoe  each  to  other  makes, 

With  goodly  purposes,  there  as  they  sit ; 

And  ia  his  fiused  fancy  he  her  takes 

To  be  the  hinat  wight,  that  lived  yit ; 

Which  to  ezpresse,  lie  bends  his  gentle  wit ; 

And,  tKtnlntig  of  thoee  brannches  greene  to  frame 

A  girlond  for  her  dainty  forehead  nt. 

He  plnckt  a  boagh  ;  out  of  whose  rifle  there  came 

Smal  drops  of  gory  blond,  that  trickled  down  the 


Thcwifilb  a  piteous  yelling  roioe  was  heard, 

Cryingj  "  O  spaze  with  gimty  hands  to  teare 

Mj  tcodsr  aides  in  thia  rough  lynd  embard ; 

Bot  f y,  ah !  fly  fiv  hence  away,  for  feare 

Least  to  TOO  hfl^,  that  happened  to  me  heare. 

And  to  ims  wretched  kdy,  my  dears  love  ; 

O  too  deai«  bTe,loTe  bought  with  death  too  deaie  V* 

AstoDd  he  stood,  and  up  &b  heare  did  hove  : 

And  with  that  suddein  horror  could  no  member 


xxxn. 

At  latt  wbcnas  the  dreadfull  passion 
Wee  oreipast,  and  manhood  well  awake ; 
Yet  masto^  at  the  straunge  occasion. 
And  doahoag  much  his  senoe,  he  thus  bespake : 
'*  What  Toioe  of  damned  ghost  from  Umbo  lake, 
Or  gaSMl  >P'%^  wammng  in  empty  aire, 
(Both  which  naue  men  doe  oftentmies  mistake,) 
Scodt  to  BY  donbtfnl  eares  these  speeches  rare, 
Aad  nafeu  plaints,  me  bidding  gmltlesse  blood  to 
aparst** 

xxxin. 

TUo,  grooinedeep ;  "  Nor  damned  ghost,"  quoth  he, 
**ytft  guileral  apnte,  to  thee  these  words  doth 
But  oBca  a  man  Fradnbio,  now  a  tree ;         [apeake ; 
Wretched  man,  wretched  tree !  whose  nature  weake 
A  eradl  witch,  Ect  cursed  wiU  to  wreake, 
Jleth  thas  transfonnd,  snd  plaat  in  open  plaines, 
Wbeie  Boreas  doth  blow  full  bitter  bleake, 
Aod  ■owching  Bonn«  does  dry  my  secret  vaines ; 
Tm  thoB^  •  tree  X  seeme,  yet  cold  and  heat  me 


XXXIT. 


» 


**  Say  on,  Fradnbio,  then,  or  man  or  tree, 

QsMh  thao  the  knight  i   *'  by  whose  miachi^roua 

An  ihoa  anaahtt)ed  thus,  aa  now  I  see  ?  [arts 

lit  «A  finds  medicine  who  his  ^efe  imparts ; 

tedosU* griefs  afflict  coneeakng  harta ; 

As  a^gtne  fianee  who  stnreth  to  suppresse." 

'*  The  adMir  dm,"  said  he,  "  of  all  my  smarts, 

U  mm  DoMM^  n  frlae  aoroeresse,  [nesse.^ 

^te  mmw  emnt  knights  hath  broght  to  wretched- 


XXXY. 


'*  In  prime  of  youthly  yeeres,  when  oonge  hott 
The  ore  of  love  and  ioy  of  cbevalree 
First  kindled  in  my  brest,  it  was  my  lott 
To  lore  this  gentle  lady,  whome  ye  see 
Now  not  a  lady,  but  a  aeeming  tree ; 
With  whome  as  once  I  rode  accompanyde. 
Me  chaunced  of  a  knight  encountred  bee. 
That  had  a  like  fiiire  latl^  bf  his  syde ; 
Lyke  a  fiure  Isdy,  bat  did  fowls  Dueasa  hyde ;  Z 


xxzvi. 


"  Whose  forged  beauty  he  did  take  in  hand 

All  other  dames  to  hare  exceded  farre ; 

I  in  defence  of  mine  did  likewise  stand, 

Mine,  that  did  then  ahine  as  the  morning  staire. 

So  both  to  batteill  fierce  arraunged  arre  ; 

In  which  his  harder  fortune  was  to  &U 

Under  my  speare ;  such  is  the  dye  of  warre. 

His  lady,  left  as  a  prise  martiall, 

Did  yield  her  comely  person  to  be  at  my  calL 


XXXTU. 


<f 


So  doubly  lov'd  of  ladies  unlike  fiiire, 
Th'  one  seeming  such,  the  other  such  indeede, 
One  day  in  doubt  I  cast  for  to  compare 
Whether  in  beautiea  gloria  did  exceeds ; 
A  rosy  girlond  was  the  victors  meede. 
Both  seemde  to  win,  and  both  seemde  won  to  bee ; 
So  hard  .the  discord  was  to  be  agreede. 
Frslissa  was  as  faire,  as  faire  mote  bee, 
And  ever  false  Duessa  seemde  as  faire  as  shoe. 

xxxviu. 

"  The  wicked  witch,  now  seeing  all  this  while 

The  doubtfnll  ballaunce  equally  to  sway. 

What  not  by  right,  she  cast  to  win  by  guile  ; 

And,  by  her  heUish  science,  raisd  streight  way 

A  foggy  mist  that  overcast  the  day. 

And  a  dull  blast  that  breathing  on  her  face 

Dimmed  her  former  beauties  shining  ray. 

And  with  foule  ugly  forme  did  her  disg^ce  :  [place. 

Then  was  she  fayre  alone,  when  none  was  faire  in 


"  Then  cride  she  out,  *  Fye,  fye,  deformed  wight. 
Whose  borrowed  beautie  now  appeareth  plaine 
To  have  before  bewitched  all  mens  sight : 
O  leave  her  aoone,  or  let  her  soone  be  akine  !' 
Her  loathly  visage  viewing  with  disdaine, 
EfUoones  I  thought  her  such  as  she  me  told. 
And  would  have  kild  her ;  but  with  faigned  peine 
The  false  witch  did  my  wrathfull  hand  withhold  : 
So  left  her,  where  she  now  is  turned  to  treen  mould. 


XL. 

"  Thensfbrth  I  tnoke  Doessa  for  my  dame. 

And  in  the  witch  unweeting  ioyd  long  time  ; 

Ne  ever  wist,  but  that  she  was  the  same : 

Till  on  a  day  (that  day  is  everie  prime. 

When  witches  wont  do  penance  tor  their  crime,) 

I  chaunst  to  see  her  in  her  proper  hew, 

Bathing  her  selfe  in  origane  and  thyme  : 

A  filthy  foule  old  woman  I  did  vew, 

That  ever  to  have  toucht  her  I  did  deadly  rew. 
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"  Her  neather  pnrtes  miuhapen  monstraoas, 

Were  hidd  in  water,  that  I  could  not  see ; 

But  they  did  aeeme  more  fonle  and  hideons, 

Then  womans  shape  man  would  beteeve  to  bee. 

Thensforth  from  her  most  beastly  companie 

I  gan  refraine,  inminde  to  sUpp  away» 

Soone  as  appeard  safe  opportunitie : 

For  danger  g:reat,  if  not  assmd  decay, 

I  saw  bMoie  mine  eyes,  if  I  were  knowne  to  strty. 

zui. 

"  The  divelish  hBg,  by  ehannges  of  my  cheare, 
Peroeir'd  my  thought ;  and,  drownd  in  sleepie  night. 
With  wicked  herbes  and  oyntments  did  besmeare 
My  body,  all  through  channes  and  mancke  might, 
That  all  my  senses  were  beresTed  quight : 
Then  brought  she  me  into  this  desert  waste. 
And  by  my  wretched  lorers  side  me  pight ; 
MThere  now  endosd  in  wooden  wals  nm  fiiste, 
Banisht  from  Umg  wights,  our  weaiie 


we 


waste. 


»f 


XLnx. 

"  But  how  long  time,"  said  then  the  Elfm  kaigbt, 

*'  Are  you  in  this  misfonned  hous  to  dwell?" 

"  We  may  not  chaunge,"  quoth  he, "  thiasTiU  plight, 

Till  we  M  bathed  in  a  Uving  well ; 

That  is  the  terme  prescribed  by  the  spcQ.'* 

"  O  how,"  aayd  he,  "  mote  I  iai  well  out  find. 

That  may  restore  you  to  your  wonted  well  V* 

**  Time  and  suffiaed  Cites  to  former  Vynd  [nobynd.** 

Shall  us  restore;  none   dse  from  hence  may  xu 

XLir. 


The  frlse  Dnessa,  now  Fidessa  hight. 

Heard  how  in  vaine  Fradubio  did  lament, 

And  knew  weU  aU  was  troe.    But  the  good  knight, 

Full  of  sad  feare  and  ghastly  dreriment. 

When  all  this  speech  the  living  tree  had  sprat, 

The  bleeding  bough  did  thrust  into  the  ground. 

That  from  the  bl<Md  he  might  be  innocent, 

And  with  freah  clay  did  dose  the  wooden  wound : 

Then  turning  to  hu  lady,  dead  with  feare  her  fownd, 


ZLV. 

Her  aeeming  dead  he  fownd  with  feigned  feare. 
As  all  unweeting  of  that  well  she  knew ; 
And  paynd  himselfe  with  busie  care  to  reare 
Her  out  of  careJesse  swowne.    Her  eyelids  blew. 
And  dimmed  sight  with  pale  and  deadly  hew. 
At  last  she  up  gan  lift ;  with  trembling  cheare 
Her  up  he  tooke,  (too  simple  and  too  trow,) 
And  oft  her  lost.    At  length,  all  passed  feare. 
He  set  her  on  her  steede,  and  forward  forth  did  beare. 


CANTO  m. 

Forsaken  Truth  long  seekes  her  love. 
And  makes  the  lyon  mylde ; 

Marres  blind  Devotions  mart,,  and  fals 
In  hand  of  leachour  vylde. 


Nought  is  there  under  heav'ns  wide  hollownesse. 
That  moves  more  deare  compassion  of  mind. 
Then  beautie  brought  t'unworthie  wretchednesse 
Through  envies  snares,  or  fortunes  freakes  unkind. 
I,  whether  lately  through  her  brightnes  blynd. 
Or  through  alleageance,  and  feat  fealty. 
Which  I  do  owe  unto  dl  womankynd, 
Feele  my  hart  perst  with  so  great  agony. 
When  such  I  see,  that  all  for  pitty  I  could  dy. 


u. 


And  now  it  is  empassioned  so  deepe, 

For  fairest  Unaes  sake,  of  whom  I  sing. 

That  my  fi«yle  eies  these  lines  with  teares  do  steepe. 

To  thinke  how  she  through  guyleful  handelin^, 

Though  true  as  touch,  thougn  daughter  of  a  king, 

Though  faire  as  ever  living  wight  was  feyre. 

Though  nor  in  word  nor  deede  ill  meriting. 

Is  from  her  knight  divorced  in  despayre, 

And  her  dew  loves  deryv'dto  that  vile  witchesshayre 


fix. 


I  Yet  she,  most  faithfull  ladie,  all  this  while     1 0|^ 
Forsaken,  wofuU,  solitarie  mayd,  tW 

Far  from  aU  peoples  preece,  as  in  exile. 
In  wildemesse  and  wastiull  deserts  strayd. 
To  seeke  her  knight ;  who,  subtily  betrayd  j^vrroug 
Through  that  late    vision    which    th     enchAuu 
Had  her  abandond :  she  of  nought  afrayd. 
Through  woods  and  wastnee  wide  him  daily  sougl 
Yet  wished  tydinges  none  of  him  unto  her  brougl 


IT. 


One  day,  nigh  weazie  of  the  yrkesome  way» 
From  her  uiJiastie  beast  she  did  alight ; 
And  on  the  grasse  her  dainty  limbs  did  lay- 
In  secrete  shadow,  &r  from  all  mens  sight ; 
From  her  feyre  head  her  fillet  she  undight. 
And  layd  her  stole  aside  ;  Her  angeU  fece* 
As  the  great  eye  of  heaven,  shyned  bright. 
And  made  a  sunshine  in  the  shady  place  ; 
Did  never  mortal!  eye  behold  such  oeavenly  gru 
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It  foitaned,  out  of  the  thickest  wood 

A  nunpin^  lyon  rushed  suddeinly, 

Hunting  mil  greedy  after  salvage  hlood  ; 

Soone  as  the  royall  rirgin  he  did  spy, 

Witli  gaping  mouth  at  her  ran  greedily, 

To  have  attonoe  devourd  her  tender  corae ; 

But  to  the  pray  when  as  he  drew  more  ny, 

His  hloody  rage  aswaged  with  remorse, 

And,  with  the  sight  anuod,  forgat  his  ftuious  forse. 

▼X. 

Instead  thereof,  he  lost  her  wearie  feet. 
And  lickt  her  lilly  hands  with  fawning  tong; 
As  he  her  wronged  innocence  did  weet. 
O  how  can  heautie  nudster  the  most  strong, 
And  simple  truth  anhdue  avenging  wrong ! 
Whose  yielded  pryde  and  proud  suhmission. 
Still  dreading  death,  when  see  had  marked  long, 
Her  hart  gan  melt  in  great  compassion  ; 
And  drizfang  teares  did  shed  for  pure  affection. 


m. 


M 


The  lyon,  lord  of  everie  heast  in  field,^ 
Quoth  ahe,  "  his  prinrely  puissance  doth  ahate, 
And  mightie  proud  to  humble  weake  does  yield, 
ForgetfuU  of  the  hungry  rage,  which  late 
Him  prickt,  in  pittie  of  my  sad  estate  :— 
But  he,  my  lyon,  and  my  noble  lord. 
How  does  he  find  in  cruell  hart  to  hate 
Her,  that  him  lov'd,  and  erer  most  adord 
As  the  god  of  my  Hfe  1  why  hath  he  me  abhord  ?" 

▼in. 

Redounding  teares  did  ehoke  th'  end  of  her  plaint, 
Which  sofuy  ecehoed  from  the  neighbour  wood  ; 
And,  sad  to  see  her  sorrowfull  constraint. 
The  kingly  beast  upon  her  gazing  stood ', 
With  pittie  calmd,  downe  fell  his  angry  mood. 
At  last,  in  dose  hart  shutting  up  her  payne, 
Arose  the  virgin,  borne  of  heavenly  brood. 
And  to  her  snowy  palfrey  got  a^yne. 
To  seeke  her  strayed  ofannpion  if  she  might  attayne. 


^ 
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woold  not  leaye  her  desolate, 
Bat  vTftb  her  went  along,  as  a  strong  gard 
Of  her  chast  person,  and  a  finrthfull  mate 
Of  her  sad  troubles  and  misfortnnes  hard  ; 
Still,  when  she  slept,  he  kept  both  watch  and  ward ; 
And,  when  ahe  wakt,  he  woyted  diligent, 
With  humble  service  to  her  will  prepard : 
From  her  layre  eyes  he  took  commandcment. 
And  ever  by  her  lookes  conceived  her  intent. 

X. 

Long  she  thus  travelled  throueh  deserts  wyde. 
By  whiefa  she  thought  her  wandring  knight  shold  pas. 
Yet  never  ahew  of  living  wight  espyde  ; 
,    Tin  that  at  length  she  found  the  trodden  gras, 
j    Id  which  the  tract  of  peoplea  footing  was, 
I    Under  the  steme  foot  of  s  mountaine  hore ; 
llie  same  she  tollowes,  till  at  last  she  has 
A  damsel  spyde  slow-footing  her  before. 
That  on  her  shoulders  sad  a  pot  of  water  bore. 


XI. 

To  whom  approching,  she  to  her  gan  call. 

To  weet,  if  awelling-place  were  nigh  at  hand  : 

But  the  rude  wench  her  answerd  nought  at  all ; 

She  could  not  beare,  nor  speake,  nor  understand  : 

Till,  seeing  by  her  side  the  lyon  stand, 

WiUi  suddein  feare  her  pitcher  downe  she  threw. 

And  fled  away  :  for  never  in  that  land 

Face  of  favre  lady  she  before  did  vew. 

And  that  indd  lyons  looks  her  cast  in  deadly  hew. 

XII. 

Full  fast  she  fled,  ne  ever  lookt  behynd. 

As  if  her  Hfe  upon  the  wager  lay ; 

And  home  she  came,  whereas  her  mother  blynd     ' 

Sate  in  etemall  night ;  nought  could  she  say ; 

But,  suddeine  catching  hold,  did  her  dismay 

With  quaking  hands,  and  other  signes  of  feare ; 

Who,  tttll  of  ghastly  fright  and  cold  afltay, 

Gan  shot  the  dore.     By  this  arrived  there 

Dame  Una,  weary  dame,  and  entrance  did  requere : 

xni. 

Which  when  none  yielded,  her  unruly  page 
With  his  rude  clawes  the  wicket  open  rent, 
And  let  her  in  ;  where,  of  his  cruell  rage 
Nigh  dead  with  feare,  and  faint  astonishment, 
Shee  found  them  both  in  darksome  comer  pent : 
Where  that  old  woman  day  and  night  did  pray 
Upon  her  beads,  devoutly  penitent ; 
Nme  hundred  PaUr  nottert  every  day. 
And  thrioe  nine  hundred  Avei,  she  was  wont  to  say. 

XIT. 

And,  to  augment  her  painefiill  penannee  more, 
Thrise  every  weeke  in  ashes  shee  did  sitt. 
And  next  her  wrinkled  skin,  rough  sackecloth  wore. 
And  thrise-three  times  did  fast  from  any  bitt : 
But  now  for  feare  her  beads  she  did  fbrgett 
Whose  needlesse  dread  for  to  remove  away, 
Faire  Una  framed  words  and  count'naunoe  fitt ; 
Which  hardly  doen,  at  length  she  gan  them  pray. 
That  in  their  ootsge  small  &at  night  she  rest  her  may 

XY. 

The  day  is  spent ;  and  oommeth  drowsie  night. 
When  every  creature  shrouded  is  in  sleepe ; 
'Sad  Una  downe  her  laiea  in  weary  plight. 
And  at  her  feete  the  lyon  watch  dotn  keepe ; 
In  stead  of  rest,  she  does  lament,  and  weepe. 
For  the  late  losse  of  her  deare-loved  knignt. 
And  sighes,  and  gprones,  and  evermore  does  steepe 
Her  tender  brest  in  bitter  teares  all  night ', 
AU  night  she  thinks  too  long,  and  often  lookes  for 
light. 

XVI. 

• 

Now  when  Aldeboran  was  mounted  bye, 
Above  the  shinie  Cassiopeias  chaire, 
And  all  in  deadly  sleepe  did  drowned  lye, 
One  knocked  at  the  dore,  and  in  would  fare  , 
He  knocked  fast,  and  often  curst,  and  sware, 
That  ready  entraunco  was  not  at  bis  call ; 
For  on  his  backe  a  heavy  load  be  bore 
Of  nightly  stelths,  and  piling  severall. 
Which  he  had  g^t  abroad  by  purcfaas  criminall. 
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He  was,  to  weeto,  a  stoat  and  sturdy  thiefe, 
Wont  to  robbe  cfaurclies  of  tbeir  omamentiy 
And  poore  mens  boxes  of  tbeir  due  reliefe, 
Wbicb  giren  was  to  them  for  good  intents : 
Tbe  boly  saints  of  tbeir  ricb  yestiments 
He  did  oisrobe,  wben  all  men  carelesse  slept ; 
And  spoild  tbe  priests  of  their  habiliments  ; 
Whiles  none  tbe  holy  things  m  safety  kept« 
Then  he  by  conning  sleights  in  at  the  window  crept. 

ZTin. 

And  all,  that  be  by  right  or  wrong  could  find. 

Unto  this  house  be  brought,  and  did  bestow 

Upon  tbe  daughter  of  this  woman  blind, 

Abessa,  daughter  of  Corceca  slow. 

With  whome  he  whoredome  usd  titat  few  did  know. 

And  fed  her  fatt  with  feast  of  offerings, 

And  plenty,  which  in  sH  tlie  land  did  grow ; 

Ne  spared  he  to  give  her  gold  and  rings : 

And  now  be  to  her  brought  part  of  his  stolen  things. 


Tlius,  long  the  dore  with  rage  and  threats  he  belt ; 
Yet  of  those  fearfull  women  none  durst  riae^ 
(The  lyon  frayed  them,)  him  in  to  lett ; 
He  would  no  lenger  stay  him  to  adrixe. 
But  open  breakes  tbe  dore  in  furious  wise. 
And  entring  is  ;  when  that  disdainfull  beast, 
Encountring  fierce,  him  suddein  doth  surprise ; 
And  seising  cruell  clawes  on  trembling  brest. 
Under  his  lordly  foot  him  proudly  hath  suppresL 


Him  bootodi  not  resist,  nor  succour  oalL 
His  bleeding  hart  is  in  tbe  Teng^ers  bend  ; 
Who  straight  him  rent  in  thousand  peeces  small. 
And  quite  dismembred  hath  :  tbe  thirsty  land 
Dronke  up  his  life  ;  his  corse  left  on  the  strand. 
His  fesrenill  freends  wesre  out  the  wofiill  night, 
Ne  dsre  to  weepe,  nor  seeme  to  understand 
Tbe  beavie  bap,  which  on  them  is  alight ; 
Afiaid,  least  to  themselves  the  like  mishi^>en  migbL 

acxi. 

Now  wben  broad  day  tbe  world  discovered  has, 

Up  Una  rose,  up  rose  tbe  lyon  eke ; 

And  on  their  former  ioumey  forward  pas. 

In  waies  unknowne,  her  wandring  knight  to  aeeke. 

With  paines  far  passing  that  long-wandring  Greeke, 

That  for  bis  love  refusM  deitye : 

Such  were  the  labours  of  this  lady  meeke, 

Still  seeking  him,  that  from  her  still  did  five  ;  [nye. 

Then  furthest  from  her  hope,  when  most  she  weened 

xzn. 

Soone  as  she  narted  thence,  tbe  fearfull  twayne. 
That  blind  ola  woman,  and  her  daughter  dear. 
Came  forth ;  and,  finding  Kirkiapine  there  alayne. 
For  anguish  ^eattbey  gan  to  rend  their  beare, 
And  beat  their  brests,  and  naked  flesh  to  teare : 
And  wben  they  both  had  wept  and  wavld  their  fill. 
Then  forth  they  ran,  like  two  amazed  ueare, 
Halfe  mad  through  malice  and  revenging  will, 
To  follow  her,  tbit  was  the  causer  of  their  ill : 


W  borne  overtaking,  they  gan  loudly  bnj, 
With  hollow  bouhng,  and  lamenting  cry ; 
Shamefully  at  her  rayling  all  tbe  way. 
And  her  accusing  or  dishonesty. 
That  waa  the  flowre  of  faith  and  chastity : 
And  still,  amidst  bar  ravling,  abe  did  piay 
That  plagues,  snd  mischiefes,  and  long  misery, 
Might  fiul  on  her,  and  follow  all  the  way ; 
Ana  that  in  endHesse  error  she  might  ever  stray. 


But,  wben  she  saw  her  prayers  nought  nrevsila, 
Shee  backe  retoumed  with  aome  labour  lost ; 
And  in  tbe  way,  as  shee  did  weepe  and  waile, 
A  knight  her  mett  in  mighty  annes  embost, 
Yet  knight  was  not  for  dl  nis  bragging  host; 
But  subtiU  Arohimag,  that  Una  sought 
By  traynes  into  new  troubles  to  have  teste : 
Of  that  old  woman  tidings  he  besought, 
If  tbst  of  such  a  lady  shee  could  tellen  ought. 


XXT. 

Therewith  she  gan  her  passion  to  renew. 
And  cry,  and  curse,  sna  raile,  and  rend  her  beare. 
Saying,  that  barlott  abe  too  lately  knew. 
That  causd  her  shed  so  many  a  bitter  teare ; 
And  ao  forth  told  the  story  of  her  fesre. 
Much  seemed  he  to  mone  her  hapleasecbannce, 
And  after  for  that  lady  did  inquere  ; 
Which  being  taught,  he  forward  gan  advaunce 
His  fair  enchaonted  steed,  and  eke  bia  cbarme 
launce. 

XXVI. 

Ere  long  be  came  where  Una  traveild  slow. 
And  that  wilde  champion  waytiog  her  beayde ; 
Whome  seeing  such,  for  dread  bee  durst  not  sbo^ 
Him  selfe  too  nigh  at  band,  but  turned  wyde 
Unto  an  bil ;  from  whence  when  she  bim  spyde^ 
By  his  like-seeming  shield  her  knight  by  mune 
Shee  weend  it  was,  snd  towards  him  gan  ride ; 
Approaching  nigh  abe  wist  it  was  the  same ;. 
And  with  faire  tearefaU  humblesse  towards  him  ab 


zxvn. 

And  weeping  said,  "  Ah  my  long-lacked  lord. 
Where  have  ye  bene  thua  long  out  of  my  nglit  t 
Much  feared  I  to  have  bene  quigbt  abhord. 
Or  ouebt  have  done,  that  ye  mspleaaen  nught 
That  soould  aa  death  unto  my  dears  boart  Ught 
For  since  mine  eie  your  ioyous  sight  did  mis. 
My  cbearefull  day  is  turad  to  cbeareleasa  mgbt« 
And  eke  my  night  of  death  the  ahadow  is  :      [bU; 
But  wdoome  now,  my  light,  and  abinfng  lampe 

xxvxn. 

He  thereto  meeting  said,  "  My  dearest  dwDe, 
Far  be  it  from  your  thought,  and  fro  mv  wil. 
To  thinke  that  knighthood  J  so  much  sfaofiild  aha: 
As  you  to  leave  that  have  me  loved  atil. 
And  chose  in  Faery  court,  of  meere  goodxril. 
Where  noblest  knights  were  to  be  found  on  enrtl 
The  earth  shsll  sooner  leave  her  kindly  skil 
To  bring  forth  fruit,  and  make  eternal  d«rilk. 
Then  I  leve  you,  my  Uefe,  ybom  of  bavenly  Ixsr 
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"  And  looth  to  aay,  why  I  lefte  you  ao  long. 
Was  for  to  seeke  adrenture  in  atnunge  place; 
Where,  Archimago  aaid,  a  felon  atrong 
To  many  knighta  did  daily  worke  diagraoe ; 
Dot  knight  he  now  ahall  never  more  defiuse  : 
Good  canae  of  mine  excoae  that  mote  ye  pleaae 
Well  to  accept,  and  evermore  embrace 
My  fidthfnU  service,  that  by  land  and  aeas 
Have  vowd  you  to  defimd :  now  then  your  plaint 
appeaae. 


His  lovely  words  her  aeemd  doe  recompence 
Of  all  her  paaaed  paines :  one  loving  howre 
For  many  yearea  of  aorrow  can  diaoenoe ; 
A  dram  of  aweeCe  is  worth  a  poond  of  aowre. 
Shee  haa  fbrgott  how  many  a  woefol  atowre 
For  him  she  late  endnrd ;  ahe  apeakes  no  more 
Of  past:  traejsp  that  true  love  hath  no  powre 
To  looken  backej  ms  eies  be  fixt  before.  [sore. 

Before  Lor  stands  ber  knight,  f<»whom  she  toyld  so 
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Moch  like,  as  when  the  beaten  marinere. 

That  long  hath  wandred  in  the  ocean  wide, 

Ofte  aonst  in  swelling  Tethys  saltish  teare  ; 

And  long  time  having  tand  his  tawney  hide 

With  blustring  breath  of  heaven,  that  none  can  bide, 

And  scorching  flamea  of  fierce  Oriona  hoimd ; 

Soone  aa  the  port  from  far  he  has  espide. 

His  chearfnll  whistle  merily  doth  sound,       [around 

And  Nereos  oiownes  with  cups ',  his  mates  him  pledg 


Such  ioy  made  Una,  when  her  knight  she  found; 

And  eke  th'  enchannter  ioyous  seemde  no  lesse 

llien  the  fflad  merchant,  that  does  vew  from  ground 

His  ship  nr  come  from  watrie  wildemesse ; 

He  hurlcs  out  vowes,  and  Neptune  oft  doth  blesse. 

So  forth  they  past ;  snd  all  the  way  they  spent 

Discoursing  of  her  dreadful  late  distresse, 

In  which  be  askt  her,  what  the  lyon  ment ; 

Who  told,  her  all  that  fell  in  ioumey,  as  she  went 

xxxin. 

They  had  not  ridden  far,  when  they  might  see 

One  pricking  towards  them  with  hastie  heat. 

Full  stronglv  armd,  and  on  a  courser  free 

That  througo'  his  fiersnesse  fomed  all  with  sweat. 

And  the  sharpe  jron  did  for  anger  eat. 

When  his  hot  ryder  spurd  his  chauffed  side ; 

1 1  is  looke  was  steme,  and  seemed  still  to  thxeat 

Cniell  revenge,  which  he  in  hart  did  hyde  : 

And  on  his  sLield  Sam  ioy  in  bloody  lines  was  dyde. 

xxxiv. 

When  nigh  be  drew  unto  this  gentle  payre. 
And  saw  the  red  crosse,  which  the  knight  did  beare. 
He  burnt  in  fire ;  and  gan  eftsoones  prepare 
Himsdfe  to  batteill  with  his  couched  speare. 
Loth  was  that  other,  and  did  faint  through  feare. 
To  taste  tfa'  nntryed  dint  of  deadly  Steele : 
But  yet  his  lady  did  so  well  him  cheare. 
That  hope  of  new  good  hap  he  gan  to  feele ; 
So  bent  his  speare,  and  spurd  his  horse  with  yron 
beele. 


But  that  proud  Paynim  forward  came  so  ferce 
And  full  of  wrath,  that,  with  his  sharp-head  speare. 
Through  vainly  crossed  shield  he  quite  did  perce  ; 
And,  had  bis  staggering  steede  not  shronke  for  feare. 
Through  shield  and  body  eke  he  should  him  beai-e : 
Yet,  so  great  was  the  puissance  of  his  push. 
That  from  his  sadle  ouite  he  did  him  beare : 
He  tombling  rudely  downe  to  ground  did  rush. 
And  frtmi  his  gored  wound  a  well  of  bloud  did  gush. 

XXXTX. 

Dismounting  lightly  from  his  loftie  steed. 

He  to  him  lept,  in  minde  to  reave  his  life. 

And  proudly  said  ;  *'  Lo,  there  the  worthie  meed 

Of  bun,  that  slew  Sansfoy  with  bloody  knife  ; 

Henceforth  his  ghost,  freed  from  repining  strife. 

In  peace  may  passen  over  Lethe  lake ; 

When  mourning  altars,  purgd  with  enimies  life. 

The  black  infemall  fruies  doen  aalake  :  [take." 

Life  from  Sansfoy  thou  tookst,  Sanaloy  shall  from  thee 

xxxvn. 

Therewith  in  haste  his  helmet  gan  unlace, 
Till  Una  cride,  "  O  hold  that  heavie  hand, 
Dear  sir,  what  ever  that  thou  be  in  place : 
Enough  is,  that  thy  foe  doth  vanquisht  stand 
Now  at  thy  mercy  ;  mercy  not  withstand  ; 
For  he  is  one  the  truest  knight  alive. 
Though  conquered  now  he  lye  on  lowly  land  ; 
And,  wbilest  him  fortune  favourd,  hyw  did  thrive 
In  blottdy  field ;  therefore  of  life  him  not  deprive.' 

xxxvxn. 

Her  piteous  wordes  might  not  abate  his  rage ; 
But,  rudely  rending  up  his  helmet,  would 
Have  alayne  him  atreight ;   but  when  he  sees  his 
And  hoarie  head  of  Archimago  old. 
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His  hasty  hand  he  doth  amased  hold. 
And,  haue  ashamed,  wondred  at  the  sight : 
For  that  old  man  well  knew  he,  thoueh  untold. 
In  charmes  and  magick  to  have  wondboua  miffht ; 
Ne  ever  wont  in  fidd,  ne  in  round  lists,  to  fi^t ; 
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said,  "  Why  Archimago,  lucklesse  syteA 
t  doe  I  see  f  what  hnra  mishap  is  this,    I 


I 


And 

What 

That  hath  thee  hether  brought  to  taste  mine  yre  Y 

Or  thine  the  fault,  or  mine  the  error  is. 

Instead  of  foe  to  wound  mj  friend  amis  V* 

He  answered  nought,  but  m  a  traunce  still  lay. 

And  on  those  guileftill  dazed  eyes  of  his 

The  cloude  of  death  did  sit ;  which  doen  away. 

He  left  him  lying  so,  ne  would  no  longer  stay : 

xu 

But  to  the  virgin  comes ;  who  all  this  while 
Amased  stands,  herselfe  so  mockt  to  see 
By  him,  who  has  the  guerdon  of  his  g^ile. 
For  so  misfeigning  her  true  knight  to  bee : 
Yet  is  she  now  in  more  perplexitie. 
Left  in  the  hand  of  that  same  Paynim  bold 
From  whom  her  booteth  not  at  all  to  flie : 
Who,  by  ber  cleanly  garment  catching  hokl. 
Her  from  her  palfrey  pluckt,  her  visage  to  behold 
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But  her  fiew  eervant,  fiill  of  kingly  aw 
And  high  disdaine,  whenas  his  soreraine  dame 
So  rudely  handled  by  her  foe  he  aaw, 
With  gaping  iawea  rail  greedy  at  him  came. 
And,  ramping  on  hia  ahield,  <nd  weene  the  aame 
Have  reft  away  with  his  ahiop  rending  clawea  i 
But  he  was  stout,  and  lust  did  now  inflame 
His  corage  more,  that  from  his  griping  pawes 
He  bathhis  shield  redeemd ;  and  form  hisewefd  he 
drawes. 


zui. 


O  then,  too  weale  and  feeble  was  the  fbrse 
Of  salTSge  beast,  his  puissanee  to  withstand ! 
For  he  was  strong,  and  of  so  mi^htie  corse. 
As  ever  wielded  speare  in  warlike  hand ; 
And  featea  of  armes  did  wise^  understand. 
Eftaoones  he  perced  through  his  chaufed  cheat 
With  thrilling  point  of  deadly  yron  brand. 
And  lannchthis  lordly  hart :  with  death  opprest 

I  He  ror*d  aloud,  whilea  life  forsooke  his  stubbome 

'         brest. 
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Who  now  b  left  to  keepe  the  furiorae  maid 

From  raging  spoile  of  lawlesae  Tictora  will  T 

Her  feithlull  gard  remor'd ;  her  hope  diamaid; 

Her  selfe  a  yielded  pray  to  aara  or  spill ! 

He  now,  lord  of  the  MA,  his  pride  to  fill. 

With  foule  reproehea  and  diadaineftil  night 

Her  yikUy  entartainea ;  and,  win  or  wkp 

Bearea  her  away  upon  hia  fx>uraar  li|^t:        [augbt. 

Her  pmyera  nought  preTvila :  hia  rage  ia  numa  of 


And  all  the  way,  widi  giaat  haMUling  paiaa. 
And  piteous  plaintaa,  ahe  filledi  hia  dull  earea. 
That  stony  hart  oould  ri^en  huTe  in  twaine ; 
And  all  the  way  aha  wetta  with  flowing  tearaa ; 
But  he,  eniag'a  with  rancor,  nothing  hearaa. 
Her  serrile  beast  yet  would  not  leare  her  so^ 
But  follows  her  fer  oiF,  ne  ought  he  fearaa 
To  be  partaker  of  her  wandri^  woe. 
More  mild  in  beastly  kand«  Am  that  bar  beaadj  iw 


CANTO  IV. 

To  sinftill  hous  of  Pryde  Duess- 
a  guydes  the  feithfull  knight ; 

Where,  brothers  death  to  wreak,  Sanaiof 
Doth  chaleng  him  to  5ght. 


YouNO  knight  whatever,  that  dost  armea  professe. 

And  through  long  labours  huntest  after  fame» 

Beware  of  fraud,  beware  of  ficklenesae. 

In  choice,  and  channge,  of  thy  deare-loved  dsme ; 

L^t  thou  of  her  believe  too  lightly  blame, 

And  rash  misweening  doe  thy  hart  remove  : 

For  unto  knight  there  is  no  greater  shame. 

Then  lightnesse  and  inconstancie  in  love ;      [prove. 

That  doth  this  Redcrosse  knights  enaample  plainly 


Who,  after  that  he  had  iaire  Una  lome. 

Through  light  misdeeming  of  her  loialtie ; 

And  false  Duessa  in  her  sted  had  borne. 

Called  Fidess',  and  so  supposd  to  be  ; 

Long  with  her  traveild  ;  till  at  last  they  see 

A  goodly  building,  bravely  garnished ; 

The  house  of  mighrie  prince  it  seemd  to  be ; 

And  towards  it  a  broad  high  way  that  led, 

AU  bare  through  peoples  feet,  which  thether  traveiled. 

m. 
Great  troupes  of  people  traveild  thetherward 
Both  day  and  niaht,  of  each  degree  and  place ; 
But  few  returned,  having  scaped  hard. 
With  biJefull  beg^ery,  or  foule  disgrace  ; 
Which  ever  after  m  most  wretched  case. 
Like  loathsome  Iszars,  by  the  bed^  lay. 
Thether  Duessa  bsdd  bun  bend  his  pace; 
For  she  is  wearie  of  the  tollsom  way ; 
And  also  nigh  consumed  u  the  lingring  day. 


IT. 


A  stately  pallace  built  of  squared  bricke. 

Which  cunningly  was  without  morttr  had. 

Whose  wals  were  ^igh,  but  nothing  strong  nor  tlueL 

And  golden  foile  all  oyer  them  displaid. 

That  purest  skye  with  bri^tnesse  they  diamaid  : 

High  lifted  up  were  many  loftie  towrea, 

And  goodly  galleries  far  over  hud. 

Full  of  faire  windowea  and  delightful  bowres  ; 

And  on  the  top  a  disll  told  the  timely  howxea. 


It  was  a  goodly  heape  for  to  behould, 
And  spake  the  praises  of  the  workmans  witi ; 
But  full  great  pittie,  that  so  faire  a  mould 
Did  on  so  weake  foundation  ever  sitt : 
For  on  asandie  hill,  that  stiU  did  flitt 
And  fall  away,  it  mounted  was  full  hie : 
That  every  breuth  of  heaven  ahaked  itt ; 
And  aU  the  hinder  partes,  tiiiat  few  could  spie. 
Were  ruinous  and  old,  but  pauitad  cunningly. 

Yf. 

Airired  there,  they  passed  m  fortli  ri^ht ; 
For  still  to  all  the  gates  stood  open  wide : 
Yet  charge  of  them  was  to  a  porter  bight, 
Cald  Malvenii,  who  entrance  none  denide ; 
Thence  to  the  hall,  which  was  on  eyary  med 
With  rich  array  and  costly  arras  dight ; 
Infinite  sortes  of  people  <ud  abide 
There  waiting  lone,  to  win  the  wished  sight 
Of  her,  that  was  the  lady  of  that  pallace  bright. 


Cavto  IU.] 


THE  FAERIS  QU£EN£. 


Bt  them  tbej  pane,  all  gtsing  oo  tbem  round, 
And  to  die  presence  mount ;  wbose  glorious  rew 
Their  frvjle  amased  senses  did  confound. 
In  Urine  princes  court  none  erer  knew 
S«eb  iwwWtf  ricbeese,  and  so  snmpteous  sliew ; 
Ne  PenxB  aelfe*  the  nonrse  of  pompous  pride* 
Like  erer  saw  :  and  there  a  noble  crew 
Of  bids  and  ladies  stood  on  erer  side, 
WUcb,  with  their  presence  fajre,  the  place  much 
beantifyde. 

VIZI. 

Ifigb  abore  all  a  cloth  of  ctale  wis  spred, 

And  a  rich  throne,  as  bright  as  snnnv  day  ; 

On  which  there  eate,  most  brare  emoelbshed 

With  lOTall  robes  and  gorgeous  array, 

A  najdio  queene  that  shone,  as  Titans  raj. 

In  gbttring  eold  and  perelease  pretious  stone ; 

Yflt  her  bnsbt  blazing  beautie  aid  assay 

To  dim  the  nightnesse  of  her  glorious  throne. 

As  cnvTiag  her  sel&,  that  too  exceeding  shone : 


EieeedxBg  shon«»  like  Phcebus  fttyrest  cbilde, 
Thtt  did  presume  his  fiithera  fyrie  w^me, 
kad  ***»*«g  moudies  of  steedes  unwonted  wUde, 
rhrongh  highest  hearen  with  weaker  band  to  rayne; 
l*roud  of  such  ^^orj  and  adTanoement  vayne, 
Wliile  flaahing  beames  do  daie  his  feeble  eyen. 
He  leatras  the  welkin  way  most  beaten  playne. 
And,  nipt  with  whirling  wheeles,  inflames  the  skyen 
With  in  DOC  made  to  bnnie,  but  ftyrely  for  to  shyne. 


So  pnmd  she  ahyoad  in  her  minoehr  state. 
Losing  to  hesTen ;  for  eartn  ahe  did  disdayne : 
Aad  sitting  high ;  for  lowh'  she  did  hate : 
I A  underneath  her  soomenill  feete  was  Uyne 
A  dreadiull  dragon  with  sn  hideous  trajrne ; 
And  In  her  hand  she  held  a  mirrbour  bright 
M'beiein  her  free  she  often  rewed  favne. 
And  in  her  selfe-Ioy'd  sembhmce  toolc  delight ; 
f»  she  wae  wondrous  firire,  as  any  living  w%ht. 

XI* 

Of  gnaafar  Phito  she  the  daughter  was, 

And  sad  Proserpina,  the  queene  of  heU ; 

Vet  did  she  thinke  her  pesielesae  worth  to  pas 

That  parentage,  witb  pnde  so  did  she  sweU ; 

And  taundring  lore,  that  high  in  heayen  doth  dwell 

And  wield  the  world,  she  daymed  for  her  syre ; 

Or  if  that  any  else  did  lore  ezcell ; 

For  to  die  highest  she  did  still  aspjrre ; 

Or,  if  ought  ni|^er  were  then  that,  did  it  desyre. 

xn. 

And  proud  Locifers  men  did  her  call, 
Tlat  made  bar  selfe  a  queene,  and  crownd  to  be; 
Ytt  n^bitfah  kingdome  she  had  none  at  all 
Ke  hoitige  of  niJive  soveraintie ; 
Bet  did  osorpe  with  wrong  and  tyrannie 
VytMk  the  scepter,  which  she  now  did  hold : 
Ke  niH  het  realme  with  lawet,  but  polUrie, 
Afid  alrang  sdvixement  of  six  wizards  old, 
Tte  villi  their  counsels  bad  her  kingdome  did 
vpMdL 


Soone  aa  the  elfin  knight  in  presence 

And  &Ise  Duessa,  seeming  ady  ftiyie, 

A  gentle  hnsher,  Vsnitie  by  nmne. 

Made  rowme,  and  passage  for  then  did  pfcpaiie : 

So  goodly  brought  them  to  the  lowest  stajie 

Of  ner  mgh  throne  ;  where  they,  on  bumble  knee 

Making  obeyssnnce,  did  the  cause  declare. 

Why  they  were  come,  her  roiaU  state  to  see. 

To  prore  the  wide  report  of  her  grasl  maiestee. 

XIT. 

With  loftie  eves,  halfe  loth  to  looke  so  lowe. 
She  thaneked  tfiem  in  her  disdaineiull  wise  ; 
Ne  other  grace  rouehsajpd  them  to  abowe 
Of  prinoeaae  worthy ;  mrse  them  bad  ariss^ 
Her  lordes  snd  ladies  all  this  while  devise 
ThemselTee  to  setten  forth  to  stranngers  aigfat : 
Some  finounee  their  curled  hears  in  courtly  guise ; 
Some  prancke  their  rulTea ;  and  odiers  trimly  di^ht 
Their  m^  attyie:  each  others  greater  pnde  docs 
spight. 

XT. 

Goodly  they  all  that  knight  doe  entertayne. 
Right  glad  with  him  to  oaTe  increast  their  crew ; 
But  to  Duess*  each  one  himseUe  did  payne 
All  kindnesse  snd  faxre  courteaie  to  shew ; 
For  in  that  court  whylome  her  well  they  Imew : 
Yet  the  stout  Fsery  mongst  the  middest  crowd 
l*bought  all  their  glorie  raine  in  knightlie  rew. 
And  uat  great  princesse  too  exceeding  prowd. 
That  to  strange  knight  no  better  countenance  allowd. 

XTI. 

Suddein  upriseth  fifom  her  stately  pbee 

The  roiall  dame,  and  for  her  coehe  did  call : 

All  burden  forth ;  and  she,  with  princely  pace. 

As  fiure  Aurora,  in  her  purple  pafl. 

Out  of  the  east  the  dawning  day  doth  call. 

So  forth  she  comes ;  her  bnghtnes  brode  doth  blaae. 

The  heapes  of  people,  thronging  in  the  hsll. 

Doe  ride  each  other,  upon  her  to  gase  : 

Her  glorious  glitter  and  light  doth  all  mens  eiea 


xyu. 

So  forth  ahe  comes,  and  to  her  coohe  doea  olyme. 

Adorned  all  with  gold  and  girlonds  ga^. 

That  seemd  as  fresh  as  Flora  in  her  pnme ; 

And  stroye  to  match,  in  roiaU  rich  amy. 

Great  lunoes  golden  chayre ;  the  which,  diey  say. 

The  gods  stand  gazing  on,  when  she  does  ride 

To  loTeshigh  bous  through  heayens  bras-payed  way, 

Drawne  of  rayre  pecocks,  that  excell  in  pride. 

And  iiill  of  Argus  eyes  their  tayles  dispredden  wida 

xym. 

But  this  was  drawne  of  six  unequall  beasts. 
On  which  her  six  sage  counsellours  did  xyde, 
Taught  to  oaby  their  bestiaU  beheasts. 
With  like  canditions  to  their  kindes  applyde ; 
Of  which  the  first,  that  all  the  rest  dia  guyde. 
Was  sluggish  Idlene^.  the  nourse  of  Sin ; 
Upon  a  siouthhin  asse  be  chose  to  ryde, 
Arayd  in  habit  blacke,  aqd  amis  thin ; 
Like  to  an  holy  monck|  the  service  to  begin. 
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And  in  hU  hand  bis  portosse  still  he  bare. 

That  much  was  wome,  bnt  therein  little  redd  ; 

For  of  derotion  he  had  little  care, 

StUl  drownd  in  sleepe,  and  most  of  his  daies  dedd : 

Scarse  could  he  once  uphold  his.heaTie  hedd, 

To  looken  whether  it  were  night  or  day. 

May  seeme  the  wayne  was  rery  evil  ledd. 

When  such  an  one  had  guiding  of  the  way. 

That  knew  not,  whether  right  he  went  or  else  astray. 


zx. 

From  worldly  cares  himselfe  he  did  esloyne, 

And  greatly  shunned  manlv  exercise  ; 

From  evene  worke  he  chalenged  essoyne. 

For  contemphtion  sake :  yet  otherwise 

His  life  he  led  in  lawlesse  riotise ; 

By  which  he  grew  to  grievous  malsdy : 

For  in  his  lusSesse  limbs,  through  evill  guise, 

A  shaking  ferer  raignd  continuuly  : 

Such  one  was  Idlenesse,  first  of  this  oompeny. 

XXI. 

And  by  his  side  rode  loathsome  Gluttony, 
Deformed  creature,  on  a  filthie  swyne ; 
His  belly  was  upblowne  with  luxury, 
Aod  eke  with  fatnesse  swollen  were  his  eyne  ; 
And  like  a  crane  his  neck  was  long  and  mie, 
With  which  he  swallowed  up  exce^re  foast. 
For  want  whereof  poors  people  oft  did  p3me  : 
And  all  the  way,  most  like  a  brutish  beast. 
He  spued  up  his  gorge,  that  all  did  him  deteast. 

XXII. 

In  greene  vine  leaves  he  was  right  fitly  clad ; 

For  other  clothes  he  could  not  wear  fcnr  heate : 

And  on  his  head  an  yvi^  girland  had. 

From  under  which  mat  tnckled  downe  the  sweat ; 

Still  as  he  rode,  he  somewhat  still  did  eat, 

And  in  his  hande  did  beare  a  bousing  can. 

Of  which  he  supt  so  oft,  that  on  his  seat 

His  dronken  corse  he  scarse  upholden  can  : 

In  shape  and  life  more  like  a  monster  then  a  man. 

xxni. 

Unfit  he  was  for  sny  worldly  thing. 

And  eke  unhable  once  to  stirre  or  go ; 

Not  meet  to  be  of  counsell  to  a  king. 

Whose  mind  in  meate  and  diinke  was  drowned  so, 

That  firom  his  fiend  he  seeldome  knew  his  fo : 

Full  of  diseases  was  his  carcas  blew. 

And  a  diy  dropsie  through  his  flesh  did  flow, 

Which  by  miMliet  daily  greater  grew : 

Such  one  was  Gluttony,  the  second  of  that  crew. 

xziv. 

And  next  to  him  rode  lustfull  Lgchery 
Upon  a  bearded  gote,  whose  ruggeSTneare, 
And  whaUv  eies,  (the  signs  of  gelosy,) 
Was  like  the  person  selfe,  whom  he  cud  beare  : 
Who  rough,  and  blacke,  and  filthy,  did  appeare ; 
Unseemely  man  to  please  finr  ladies  eye : 
Yet  he  of  ladies  oft  was  loved  dears, 
Wnen  fairer  faces  were  bid  standen  by : 
O  who  does  know  the  bent  cf  womens  fantasy  ! 


XXT. 

In  s  greene  gowne  he  clothed  was  full 

Which  underneath  did  hide  his  fllthinesse ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  burning  hart  be  bare. 

Full  of  Taine  follies  snd  new-ftiu^enesse : 

For  he  was  ftJse,  snd  firau^t  wiu  fiddenesse  ; 

And  learned  had  to  love  with  secret  lookea ; 

And  well  oould  daunoe ;  and  sing  with  raefblneBse ; 

And  fortunes  tell ;  and  read  in  loying  bookes : 

And  thousand  other  waies,  to  bait  his  fleshly  hookai* 


Inconstant  man,  that  loved  all  he  saw, 

And  lusted  after  all,  that  he  did  lore ; 

Ne  would  hia  looser  life  be  tide  to  law. 

But  ioyd  weake  wemens  hearts  to  tempt,  and  prove 

If  finmi  their  loyall  loves  he  might  them  move : 

Which  lewdnes  fild  him  with  reproachfnll  pain 

Of  that  foule  evill,  which  aU  men  reprove. 

That  rotts  the  marrow,  and  consnmea  tiiie  braine  ;^ 

Such  one  was  Leeheiy,  the  third  of  all  this  tiaine. 


s 

s 


And  greedy  AtriyM^  by  him  did  ride. 

Upon  a  camellloaaen  all  with  gold : 

Two  iron  coffers  hong  on  either  side. 

With  precious  metall  fuU  as  they  might  bdO  ; 

And  in  his  lap  an  heap  of  coine  he  told ; 

For  of  his  wicked  pelf  his  god  he  made. 

And  unto  hell  himselfe  for  money  sold ; 

Accursed  usuiy  was  sH  his  trade ; 

And  right  and  wrong  ylike  in  equall  balhwmce 


His  fifis  was  nigh  unto  deaths  dore  yplsste ; 
And  thred-bare  cote,  and  ooUed  shoes,  bee  ware 
Ne  scarse  good  morsell  all  his  life  did  taste ; 
But  both  from  backs  and  belly  stiU  did  ^are. 
To  fill  his  bags,  and  richesse  to  compare ; 
Yet  childe  ne  Vi«»»n^n  Uving  had  he  n<me 
To  leave  them  to ;  but  thorough  daity  care 
To  get,  and  nightly  feare  to  lose  his  owns. 
He  led  a  wretched  lifi»,  unto  himaeUe  nnknowne. 


Most  wretched  wight,  whom  nothing  might  sulBae ; 

Whose  greedy  lust  did  lacke  in  greatest  store ; 

Whose  need  had  end,  but  no  end  covetise ; 

Whose  welth  was  want ;  whose  plenty  made  himpore; 

Who  had  enough,  yett  wished  ever  more ; 

A  vile  disease ;  and  eke  in  foote  and  hand 

A  g^vous  gout  tormented  him  fuU  sore ; 

That  well  he  could  not  touch,  nor  goe,  nor  stand  ; 

Sudi  one  was  Avarice,  the  fourth  of  this  &ire  band  I 

XXX. 

And  next  to  him  malicious  SfiXgL  rede 
Upon  a  ravenous  wolfe,  an')  still  did  chaw 
Between  his  cankred  teeth  a  venemous  tode. 
That  aU  the  poison  ran  about  his  chaw ; 
But  inwardly  he  chawed  his  owne  maw 
At  neibors  welth,  that  made  him  ever  sad ; 
For  death  it  was,  when  any  good  he  aaw ; 
And  wept,  that  cause  of  weepins^  none  he  had ; 
But,  when  he  heard  of  harme,  ne  wexed  wondrous 
glad. 


Cajto  IV.] 


TllE  FAERIE  QOEENE. 


t5 


AH  m  a  kirlle  of  dMeolonrd  My 

H*  ciotlicd  was,  ypayntod  full  off 

And  ia  his  bosome  secretly  there  lay 

Aa  hatelun  snake,  the  which  his  tsiJe  vptyea 

In  aiflBy  folds,  and  mortall  ttaMig  iaiplyes : 

Stin  aa  he  loda,  be  goaaht  his  teeth  to  see 

Those  heapes  oJT  gold  with  griple  Coyelyse  ; 

Aod  gradged  at  the  great  felicitee 

Of  pnyod  Liieifen,  and  his  owne  ooDpanee. 


He  hat»d  aD  good  woi%es  and  reituous  deads. 

And  him  no  lease,  that  any  like  did  use  i 

Aod,  who  with  gfations  hivod  the  hangiy  feedi^ 

His  sines  for  want  of  faith  he  doth  accnae : 

So  erriy  pood  to  bad  he  dolh  abase : 

Aad  eke  the  retse  of  frmoos  poets  witt 

He  docs  bsckebito,  snd  smghtfiill  poison  spaea 

From  Isproos  month  on  sll  that  stct  writt : 

Sack  ooa  rile  Envy  was,  that  fifte  in  row  did  sitL 


Aad  him  beside  ridea  Beice  TeT«Dging  y^Tt^, 

Upon  a  lion,  loth  for  to  be  led  ; 

And  in  his  hsod  a  buroing  brand  he  hath. 

The  which  he  biaadisbeth  sbont  his  bed : 

Hii  eica  dad  hnrie  forth  spareles  6enr  red. 

And  Hared  sterne  on  sll  that  him  behdd ; 

As  ssbea  pale  of  hewy  and  seeming  ded  ; 

Aod  so  his  dagger  atill  his  hand  he  held,       [sweld. 

Tumbling  tbroogh  bas^  rage,  when  choler  in  him 


His  refln  nfanant  all  was  sfcaind  with  blood 

Which  be  bad  spilt,  snd  sU  to  rags  yient ; 

Thzoarb  nnsdnxed  xashoes  woxen  wood ; 

For  of  nis  hsnds  he  had  no  gOTeroement, 

Kc  csr*d  for  blood  in  his  aveogement : 

Bat  when  the  fiirioas  fitt  was  oreipast. 

His  croeO  focts  he  often  would  repent ; 

Yet,  williill  man,  he  nerer  would  forecast,       IhtaiL 

How  many  miscliieres  shonld  ensue  his  heedlesse 


Fall  manr  mischiefos  follow  cmell  Wrsth  ; 
Lbhonaa  Bloodshed,  snd  tomultuous  Strife, 


V  snd  unthrifty  Sc^tk. 

ITS  flistyknii 


A 

Ui  ^ 

hJttgt  Dypight  with  Rancours'  flisty  knife ; 
\nA  CrstOng  linefe,  the  enemy  of  life : 
AH  these,  snd  msny  erils  moe  hsunt  Ire, 
The  swelling  Splene,  sod  Frenzr  nging  rife. 
The  shsking  PsJsey,  and  Ssint  Fnunoes  fire : 

Wratb,  the  Isst  of  this  ungodly  tire. 


Aad,  aftar  aD,  upon  the  wagon  beamo 
Rodo  tebaoL  with  a  smarting  whip  in  hand,  ' 
With wBCSm forward lasht the laesy  teme, 
&»  oft  ss  Slowth  still  in  the  mire  did  stand. 
Hoge  fonts  of  people  did  abovtthem  band, 

I     Sb^rttog  for  joy ;  aod  still  before  their  way 
A  iofjj  mist  had  coTered  all  the  land  ; 
.lad,  undfneath  their  feet,  all  scattered  lay 

I     Dtal  aeulls  and  bones  of  men  whose  life  bad  gone 


So  forth  they  marthen  in  this  goodly  soit. 

To  take  the  aolace  of  the  open  aire. 

And  in  fireah  ilowxing  fields  tbemselTes  to  spoct : 

Emoogst  the  rest  rooe  thst  hiae  lady  fioie. 

The  fonle  Duessa,  next  unto  die  cbsire 

Of  prood  Lndfor*,  ss  one  of  the  trsine : 

But  that  good  knight  would  not  so  ni^  repsirB, 

Him  seUe  estrannging  fiom  their  ioyannoe  Tsine, 

Whose  fidlowahip  aeemd  for  nnfittfor  wailike  swaine. 


So,  having  solaced  tbemselTes  a  >?•(• 
With  pleassnnce  of  the  breathing  fields  yfod, 
Tbey  beeke  retoonied  to  the  princely  place; 
Whereas  an  errant  knight  in  aimes  yded. 
And  heafhnith  shield,  wherein  with  lettera  red 
Waa  writt  Smu  toy,  they  new  arrired  find : 
Enilam'd  with  foiy  and  fiers  hardybed. 
He  aeemd  in  hart  to  harbour  thoughts  unkind. 
And  noonah  bloody  Tengeaani»  in  his  bitter  mind. 


Wbo^  when  the  shamed  shield  of  daine  Sasfoy 
He  spide  with  that  same  Faiy  champions  psge, 
Bewrsving  him  that  did  of  late  destroy 
His  detest  brother ;  burning  sll  with  lage. 
He  to  him  lept,  and  that  ssme  ennous  gage 
Of  victors  glory  from  him  snacht  away  : 
But  th'  Elfin  knight,  which  oug^t  thst  warlike  wage, 
Disdaind  to  loose  the  meed  he  wonne  in  fray ; 
And,  him  rencountriag  fierce,  reakewd  the  noble 
pray. 


Therewith  they  can  to  bnztlen  greedily. 

Redoubted  battule  ready  to  darrayne. 

And  clash  their  shields,  snd  sbske  their  swords  on  by ; 

Thst  with  their  stum  they  troubled  sll  the  traine  ; 

Till  that  great  queene,  up<m  etemall  peine 

Of  high  Cusplessure  thst  ensewen  might, 

Commaonded  them  their  fory  to  refraine ; 

And,  if  that  either  to  that  shield  hsd  right. 

In  equsU  lists  they  shonld  the  morrow  next  it  fight 

zu. 

'*  Ah  dearest  dsme,**  quoth  then  the  Paynim  bold, 
"  Pardon  the  error  of  enraged  wight, 
Whome  great  griefe  made  forgett  the  raines  to  bold 
Of  ressons  rule,  to  see  this  recreannt  knight, 
^No  knight,  but  treachour  foil  of  folse  dupight 
And  shamefol  tresson,)  who  through  guile  oath  slsyn 
The  prowest  knifht,  that  ever  field  did  fight. 
Even  stout  Ssnsfoy,  (O  who  can  then  refrayn  ?) 
Whose  shield  he  beares  renverst,  the  more  to  heap 
disdayn. 

ZLXI. 

"  And,  to  augment  the  glorie  of  his  guile, 
His  dearest  love,  the  hue  Fidessa,  loe 
Is  there  possessed  of  the  traytour  vile  ; 
Who  reapes  the  harvest  sowen  by  his  foe^ 
Sowen  in  bloodie  field,  snd  bougnt  with  woe : 
That — ^brothers  hand  shall  dearely  well  requight. 
So  be,  O  Queene,  you  equall  fovour  shows.** 
Him  Utle  soswerd  th'  sngry  Elfin  knight ; 
He  never  meant  with  words,  but  swords,  to  plead 
his  right : 


THK  FAlulUK  «<ul^£NX. 
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sun. 

But  thraw  hit  gaimtlet,  ae  a  nerad  pledg, 

His  caoie  in  combat  the  next  dw  to  tiy : 

So  been  thejr  pnted  botb,  with  urta  on  ed^ 

To  be  areng'a  each  on  hia  enimy. 

That  night  they  pas  in  ioy  and  iolli^, 

Feasting  and  oonrtiog  both  in  bowre  and  haD ; 

For  steward  was  exceasire  Gluttony, 

That  of  his  plenty  ponred  forth  to  all :     [them  call. 

Which  doen,  the  cfaambeclaiB  Slowth  did  to  net 

VUT. 

Now  wbenas  darksome  night  had  all  displayd 

Her  ooleblacke  enrtein  over  brightest  skye ; 

l*be  warlike  yonthes,  on  dayntie  concha  layd, 

Did  chace  away  sweet  slecpe  from  sluggish  eye. 

To  muse  on  meanea  of  hoped  ▼ietory. 

But  whenas  Morphens  md  with  leadon  mace 

Arrested  all  that  oonitly  company, 

Uprose  Duessa  from  her  resting  place, 

And  to  the  Paynims  lodging  conies  with  sileat  pace : 

XLT. 

Whom  broad  awake  she  findes,  in  troublous  fitC| 
Fore*casting,  bow  his  foe  be  might  annoy ; 
And  him  amoves  with  speachea  seeming  fitt, 
'  Ah  deare  Sansioy,  next  dearest  to  Sansfoy, 
Cause  of  my  new  griefe,  csnse  of  my  new  ioy ; 
loyous,  to  see  bis  ymage  in  mine  eye. 
And  greerd,  to  tbinke  how  foe  did  him  destroy, 
That  was  the  flowre  of  grace  and  cheralrye ; 
Lo,  his  Fidessa,  to  thy  secret  faith  I  fl^e.*' 

ZLTI. 

/f  ith  gentle  wordes  he  can  her  hyrely  greet, 
And  bad  say  on  the  secrete  of  her  hart : 
Then,  sighing  soft  ;  **  I  leame  that  little  sweet 
Oft  tempred  is,"  quoth  she, "  with  muchell  smart : 
For,  since  my  brest  was  lanncht  witli  lovely  dart 
Of  deare  Sansfoy  I  never  ioyed  howre. 
But  in  eternal!  woes  my  weaker  hart 
Have  wasted,  loving  him  with  all  my  powre, 
And  for  his  sake  have  fehfuU  many  an  Deavy  stowrs 


**  At  last,  when  perib  all  I  wesned  paat. 

And  hop*d  to  xeape  the  crop  of  all  my  care, 

Into  new  woea  nnweeting  i  was  cast 

By  this  &Ise  iajtor,  who  onworthie  ware 

His  worthie  ahield,  whom  be  with  guileinn  mure 

£ntnpped  dew,  and  brought  to  shamefull  gnrs  * 

Me  silly  maid  away  with  him  he  bare. 

And  ever  since  ham  kept  in  darksom  cave ; 

For  that  I  would  not  yedd  that  to  Sansfoy  I  gave. 


XLfttL 

"  Bntainee  finre  snnnehath  sperstthatlowringclowd, 
And  to  my  loathed  Hfo  now  sbewes  some  light, 
Under  your  beames  I  will  me  aafoly  sfarowd 
From  dreaded  storme  of  his  dtadainfull  spight : 
To  vou  th'  inheritance  belongee  by  right 
Of  Brothers  prayse.  to  you  eke  longes  his  love. 
Let  not  bis  lore,  hit  not  his  restlesae  spright, 
Be  unreveng'd,  that  calles  to  you  above 
From  wandring  Stygian  shores,  where  it  doth  end- 
lease  move," 

xux* 

Thereto  said  he,  **  Fairs  dame,  be  nought  dismaid 
For  sorrowes  past ;  their  griefe  is  with  them  gona 
Ne  yet  of  present  perill  be  affraid  ; 
For  needlesse  feare  did  never  vantage  none ; 
And  helplesse  h^  it  booteth  not  to  mone. 
Dead  is  Sansfoy,  his  vitall  paines  are  past. 
Though  greeved  ghoet  for  veo^reonee  deep  do  grone: 
He  lives,  that  shiul  him  pay  bis  dewties  last. 
And  guiltie  Elfin  blood  sbsll  saoriiioe  in  hast.** 


•'  O,  but  I  feare  die  fickle  freekea,*  quoth  ahee, 
**  Of  Fortune  false,  and  oddea  of  aimes  in  field.** 
"  Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  what  oddes  can  ever  bee 
Where  both  doe  fight  alike,  to  win  orvieldl" 
"  Yea,  but,"  quoth  ebe,  "  be  beares  a  charmed  aliield. 
And  eke  enchaunted  annes,  that  none  can  perce ; 
Ne  none  can  wound  the  man,  that  does  them  wield." 
«•  Channd  or  enchaunted,"  answerd  he  then  ieroe, 
'*  I  no  whitt  reck  ^  ne  you  the  like  need  to  reheroe* 


u. 


"  But,  latre  Fidessa,  sithens  Fortunes  guile, 

Or  enimies  powre,  hath  now  captived  you, 

Retume  from  whence  ye  came,  and  rest  a  while» 

Till  morrow  next,  that  I  the  Elfe  subdew. 

And  with  Sansfoyes  dead  dowry  you  eodew." 

'*  Ay  me,  that  is  a  double  death,    she  eaid, 

*'  With  proud  foes  sight  my  sorrow  to  renew ; 

Where  ever  yet  I  be,  my  secret  aide 

Shall  follow  you."    So,  passing  fordi,  she  him  obaid, 


Cajtio  v.] 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


CANTO  V. 


The  fidthfall  knight  in  equall  field 
Subdewes  his  fkithlesse  foe ; 

Whom  false  Duessa  saves,  and  for 
His  cure  to  hell  does  goe. 


Tai  noble  hart  that  harhonn  vertnoas  thonghtj 

And  is  with  ch3de  of  glorions  great  intent. 

Can  never  rest,  nntill  it  forth  have  brought 

Tb'  ftemaQ  brood  of  glorie  excellent. 

Such  rectlosse  passion  did  all  night  torment 

The  faming  oorage  of  that  Faery  knight, 

DsTtsing,  now  tut  donghtie  tumameot 

With  ^[Teatest  honour  be  atcbieren  might :      [light 

Ml  did  he  wake,  and  still  did  watch  for  dawning 


At  iMt,  the  golden  oiieBlaU  gate 

Of  cnatest  osaven  gan  to  open  fsyn  , 

Ana  Phoebus,  fireah  as  brydegnnne  to  his  mate, 

Cne  dannfflng  forth,  ahniring  his  deewie  hayre ; 

And  koiid  his  gUstring  beams  through  gloomy  ayre. 

Which  when  thwB  wakelul  EUe  perceir'd,  strei^tway 

He  started  up,  and  did  him  sefife  pxepayre 

In  Bonhright  armea,  and  battailons  array ; 

For  with  that  Pagan  proud  he  oombatt  will  that  day. 

m. 

And  forth  he  cwmea  into  the  commdne  hall ; 

Where  earriy  waite  him  many  a  gazing  eye. 

To  weet  what  end  to  atraunger  knights  may  fall. 

Theie  amo J  minstiales  maken  melody. 

To  dnre  away  the  dull  melancholy ; 

And  many  bvdeey  that  to  the  trembling  chord 

Caa  tune  their  tiaaely  Toioes  cunningly ; 

And  many  chromdecs,  that  can  record  [lord 

Old  loTsa,  and  wanes  for  ladies  doen  by  many  a 

Soeae  after  comes  the  email  Sansin, 

la  woren  maile  all  aimed  warily ; 

Aad  stemfy  lookes  at  him,  who  not  a  pin 

Does  care  for  looks  of  UWur  craatnrsa  eye« 

Thtj  hnofi  them  winea  of  Greece  and  Araby, 

Aao  dainne  apieea  fetch  from  furthest  Ynd, 

To  kindle  heat  of  conge  privily  ; 

Aad  in  the  wine  a  ableinne  oth  they  bynd 

VobMrT«theseaedlBwesofarmeB,thatare  assynd. 


At  hat  forth  comes  diat  for  renowmed  queene ; 
With  rmSi  pomp  and  princely  maie«tie 
She  is  y  Mought  unto  a  paled  greene. 
And  placed  under  stately  caunpee, 
The  warlike  foatea  of  both  thoee  knights  to  see. 
Ofl  ih*  odier  side  in  all  mens  open  vew 
placed  is,  snd  on  a  tree 


fisBsfoy  his  sfaiald  is  han^  with  bloody  hew  : 
Bodi  thoai^  the  lasrxell  girionds  to  the  Tictor  dew. 


TX. 

A  shrilliuff  trompett  sownded  from  on  bye. 
And  unto  battaill  bad  themselTes  addrease  : 
Their  shining  shieldes  about  their  wrastes  they  tye. 
And  burning  blades  about  their  heades  doe  blesse. 
The  instruments  of  wrath  and  heavinesse ; 
With  greedy  force  each  other  doth  assayle, 
And  steike  so  fiercely,  that  they  do  impresae 
Deepe  dinted  fiurowes  in  the  battred  mayle  : 
The  yron  w^es  to  ward  their  Uowes  are  weak  and 
fraile. 

TIX. 

The  Saraxin  was  stout  and  wondrona  ttrong. 
And  heaped  blowes  like  yron  hammers  great ; 
For  after  blood  and  yengeance  he  did  long. 
The  knight  was  fiers,  and  full  of  youthly  neat. 
And  doubled  strokes,  like  dreaded  thunders  threat : 
For  all  for  praise  and  honour  did  he  fight 
Both  stricken  stryke,  and  beaten  both  doe  beat ; 
That  fitmi  their  shields  forth  flveth  fine  light. 
And  helmets,  hewen  deepe,  shew  marks  of  cithers 
might. 

TIIX* 

So  thr'  one  for  wrong,  the  other  stiiyes  for  right : 
As  when  a  gxyfon,  seized  of  his  praj, 
A  dragon  fiers  encountreth  in  his  flight. 
Through  widest  ayre  making  his  ydle  way. 
That  would  his  rightfuU  rayme  rend  away  ; 
With  hideous  horror  both  together  smight. 
And  Bouce  so  sore,  that  they  the  heayens  affray  : 
The  wise  soothsayer,  seeing  so  sad  sight, 
Th'  amazed  Tulgar  telles  of  warres  and  mortal  fight 


So  th'  one  for  wrong,  the  other  striyea  for  right ; 
And  each  to  deadly  shame  would  driye  his  foe  : 
The  crudl  Steele  so  greedily  doth  bight 
In  tender  flesh,  that  streames  of  blood  down  flow ; 
With  which  the  armes,  that  earst  so  bright  did  show, 
Into  a  pure  Tennillion  now  are  dyde. 
Great  ruth  in  all  the  gazers  harts  did  grow. 
Seeing  the  gored  woundes  to  gape  so  wyde. 
That  yictory  they  dare  not  wiui  to  either  side. 


At  last  the  Paynim  chaunst  to  cast  his  eye. 
His  Buddein  eye,  flaming  with  wraChfrill  fyre, 
Upon  hiB  brothers  shield,  which  hong  thoreby : 
Therewith  redoubled  was  his  raging  yre. 
And  said  ;  "  Ah  !  wretched  sonne  of  wofoU  syre, 
Doest  thou  sit  wayling  by  blacke  Stygian  lake, 
Wliylest  here  thy  shield  is  hangd  for  yictors  byre  1 
And,  aluggiflh  german,  doest  thy  forcea  slake 
To  after-send  hia  foe,  that  him  may  oyertake? 


"  Go,  ocytiTe  Elfe,  him  quickly  OT«rtake, 

And  aoone  redeeme  from  his  long-wandzing  woe  r 

Goe,  ffuiltie  ghott,  to  him  mv  metrnge  make. 

That  I  his  shield  have  quit  from  dying  foe." 

Therewith  upon  his  erast  he  stroke  him  so. 

That  twise  he  reeled,  readie  twise  to  fid! : 

End  of  the  doahtfuH  hattaile  deemed  tho 

The  lookers  on ;  and  lowd  to  him  gan  call 

The  fiOseJOiiessa, "  Thine  the  shield,  and  I,  andaH!" 


XIX. 

Soone  as  the  Faerie  heard  his  ladie  speake, 

Oat  of  his  swowning  dreame  he  gan  awake ; 

And  qnickning  ftith,  that  erst  was  wozen  weske, 

The  creeping  deadly  cold  awar  did  shake ; 

Tho  moF'd  with  wrath,  and  shame,  and  ladies  sake, 

Of  all  attonoe  he  cast  areng'd  to  he. 

And  with  so'  exceeding  furie  at  him  strake. 

That  forced  him  to  stonpe  upon  his  knee  : 

Hsd  he  not  stouped  so,  he  should  hare  cloren  hee. 


zxu. 


And  to  him  said ;  "  Goe  now,  proud  miscreant, 
Thyselfe  thy  message  do  to  gennan  deare  ; 
Alone  he,  wandring,  thee  too  long  doth  wont : 
Goe  say,  his  foe  thy  shield  with  his  doth  beare." 
Therewith  his  heavie  hand  he  high  gan  reaie. 
Him  to  hare  flaine  ;  when  lo  !  a  darkesome  dowd 
Upon  him  fell ;  he  no  where  doth  appeare. 
But  Tanisht  is.    The  Elfe  him  calls  alowd, 
Bati  answer  none  recei?es ;  the  darknes  him  does 
shrowd. 

ZXf. 

In  haste  Duessa  frtnn  her  place  arose. 
And  to  him  running  sayd ;  "  O  prowest  knight. 
That  ever  ladie  to  her  love  did  chose. 
Let  now  abate  the  terrour  of  your  might. 
And  quench  the  flame  of  furious  despight 
And  bloodie  Tengeance :  b  I  th'  infemall  powres. 
Covering  your  foe  with  cloud  of  deadly  night. 
Have  borne  him  hence  to  Plutoes  balefull  bowres : 
The  conquest  yours ;  I  yours ;  the  shield  and  gloxy 
youzs !" 

xv. 

Not  an  so  iatisfide,  with  greedy  eye 

He  sought,  all  round  about,  his  tbirsty  blade 

To  bathe  in  blood  of  faithlesse  enimy  ; 

Who  all  that  while  lay  hid  in  secrete  shade  : 

He  standee  amaxod  how  he  thence  should  &de. 

At  last  the  trumpets  triumph  sound  on  hie 

And  running  heralds  humble  homage  made, 

Greetine  him  goodly  with  new  rictorie  ; 

And  to  him  brought  the  shield,  the  cause  of  enmitie. 

zvi. 

Wherewith  he  goeth  to  that  soveraine  queene ; 

And,  falling  her  before  on  lowly  knee, 

To  her  makes  present  of  his  service  eeene  ; 

Which  she  accepts  with  thankes  and  goodly  gree. 

Greatly  advauncing  his  great  chevalree : 

So  marcheth  home,  and  by  her  takes  the  knight. 

Whom  all  the  people  followe  with  great  glee, 

Shouting,  and  d^iping  all  their  hands  on  hight. 

That  all  the  ayre  it  fils,  and  flyes  to  heaven  bright. 


Home  is  he  brought,  end  Isyd  in  sumptuous  bed ; 

Where  msny  skiliull  leaches  him  abide 

To  salve  his  hurts,  that  yet  stiU  frvshly  bled. 

In  wine  and  oyle  ther  wash  his  woundes  wide, 

And  softly  gan  embalme  on  everie  side. 

And  all  the  while  most  heavenly  melody 

About  the  bed  aweet  mnsicke  (ud  divide, 

Him  to  beguile  of  grief e  and  agony : 

And  all  the  while  Dueasa  wept  fiul  bitterly. 

zmz. 

As  when  a  wearie  trmveiler,  that  stnyes 

By  muddy  shore  of  broad  seven-mouthed  Nile, 

Unweedng  of  the  pecillons  wandring  wayes, 

Doth  meete  a  emell  craftie  crocodile. 

Which,  in  fiJse  griefe  hyding  his  harmefull  guile, 

Doth  weepe  full  sore,  and  sheddeth  tender  teares  ; 

The  foolish  msn,  that  pities  all  this  while 

His  moumefuU  plight,  is  swallowed  up  unawxes ; 

Forgetftdl  of  his  owne  that  mindes  an  others  cares. 

SIX. 

So  wept  Duessa  untiU  eventyde. 
That  shyning  lampes  in  luves  high  house  were  light : 
Then  forth  she  rose,  ne  lenger  would  abide ; 
But  comes  unto  the  place,  where  th'  hethen  knight. 
In  slombring  swownd  nigh  voyd  of  vitall  spright, 
Lay  covered  with  inchaunted  cloud  all  day : 
Whom  when  she  found,  as  she  him  left  in  plight, 
To  wayle  bis  wofull  case  she  would  not  stay, 
But  to  the  easteme  coast  of  heaven  makes  speedy 
wsy. 

XX. 

Where  griesly  Night,  with  visage  deadly  sad. 
That  Phoebus  chearefuU  ftoe  durst  never  vew. 
And  in  a  foule  blacke  pitchy  mantle  clad. 
She  Andes  forth  commmg  from  her  darksome  mew  ; 
Where  she  sll  day  did  hide  her  hated  hew. 
Before  the  dore  her  3rron  charet  stood, 
Alresdy  harnessed  for  ioumey  new. 
And  cole-bbu^e  steedes  ybome  of  hellish  brood. 
That  on  their  rusty  bits  did  damp,  as  they  were 
wood. 

xzx. 

Who  when  she  saw  Duessa,  sunny  bright, 
Adornd  with  gold  and  iewels  shining  olearo. 
She  greatly  grew  amazed  at  the  sight. 
And  th'  unaoauainted  light  began  to  feare ; 
(For  never  did  such  brightnea  there  appearo  ;) 
And  would  have  backe  rotyred  to  her  cave, 
Untill  the  witches  spesch  she  gan  to  heare. 
Saying ;  **  Yet  O  thou  dreaded  dame,  I  crave 
Abyde,  till  I  have  told  the  message  which  I  bare.** 


xzn. 

She  stayd ;  and  forth  Duessa  gan  prooeede  ; 
**  O  thou,  most  auncient  gran(£nother  of  all. 
More  old  than  love,  whom  thou  at  fint  didst  bieede. 
Or  that  great  house  of  gods  eaelestiall ; 
Which  wast  begot  in  Dasmogorgons  hsll. 
And  sawst  the  secrets  of  the  world  unmade  ; 
Whr  snfiedst  thou  thy  nephewes  deare  to  fall 
With  Klfin  sword  most  shamefully  betrade  t  [ahede  t 
Lo,  where  the  stout  Sansioy  doth  aleepe  in  deedl  j 
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"And.  him  before,  I  nw  with  hitter  mt 

Thft  bold  Saosfoj  ahrinck  onderneith  hia  Bprare ; 

And  now  the  pnj  of  fowlee  in  field  he  l^et. 

Nor  weyld  of  fxiendee,  nor  Uyd  on  groniog  beeie. 

That  whjlome  wns  to  me  too  devely  deare. 

0 !  whet  of  gods  then  boots  it  to  be  borne. 

If  old  Areoglee  eonnes  so  erill  heere  t 

Or  who  ahaU  not  great  Nightes  children  aeome. 

When  two  of  chree  her  nepbewe  ara  ao  fowle  forlome? 


cnr. 


*•  Up,  then ;  up,  dreary  dame,  of  darknea  qneene  ; 
Go,  cejther  up  the  xeliqnea  of  thy  raoe ; 
Or  ^e  goe,  them  eTenge  ;  and  let  be  aeene 
tW  dreaded  Night  in  brightest  day  hath  place, 
Aad  can  the  children  of  fryre  Light  deftce." 
Her  feeling  upeachoa  aome  compassion  mor'd 
la  hart,  and  chaonge  in  that  great  mothers  &ce : 
Yet  mtty  in  her  hart  was  never  prov'd 
Tin  mn  ;  for  erennore  she  hated,  nerer  loT'd : 


And  aaid*  '*  Dears  daughter,  rightly  may  I  rew 
the  lUl  of  fianons  children  boine  of  race, 
And  good  aoccesaee,  which  their  foee  ensew : 
Bet  who  can  tome  iJie  atreame  of  deatinee. 
Or  bfeake  the  chayne  of  atrong  neceaaite«i, 
Which  fiwt  is  ^de  to  lores  etemsll  seat  1 
The  soonee  of  Day  he  fiiToareth,  1  see. 
And  by  my  raines  thinlces  to  make  them  great : 
To  make  one  great  by  othera  loase  is  bed  escheat. 


*  Yet  shaD  they  not  escape  ao  freely  all ; 
fof  eoaae  ahaD  pay  the  pnee  of  othera  gnflt : 
Aid  he,  the  man  that  omde  Sansfoy  to  fsU, 
Stall  with  hie  owne  blood  price  that  he  has  spilt. 
Box  what  art  tiioa,  that  telst  of  nephews  kilt  V 
"  I,  that  do  aeeme  not  I,  Dnessa  erne," 
QnoCh  ahe,  "  how  oTer  now,  in  garments  gilt 
^m1  geweotts  cold  arrayd,  I  to  thee  came  ; 
aaa  I •  the  owurhter  of  ^'yjpt  •'^  Rhino," 


Thee,  bowiBf  dowae  her  aged  beoke,  ahe  lost 

The  wideed  witch,  aaying ;  "  In  that  fape  face 

The  iUae  reeemblaance  of  Deceipt,  I  wist. 

Did  eloeely  Inrice ;  yet  so  tnie-seeminff  grace 

It  carried,  that  I  aearae  in  darksome  puce 

Coeld  it  diaeerae ;  thongh  I  the  motner  bee 

Of  Falahood,  and  roote  m  Dneasaes  race. 

0  wileome,  child,  whom  I  here  longd  to  see, 

And  sow  have  aeene  onwarea  I  Lo,  now  I  goe  with 


XXTIS. 

Then  to  her  ynm  wagon  aee  betakea, 
Aad  with  her  beaiea  the  fowle  welbrourd  witch : 
throBgb  aatrkeeome  aire  her  ready  way  she  makes. 
Her  twyfidld  tene  (of  which  two  biscke  ss  pitch. 
And  twio  wen  browne,  yet  each  to  each  unuch) 
DhI  eelUy  swim  away,  ne  ever  stamp  [tvritch  ; 

VfliaaBa  ahe  ehaanftt  their  stubborne  months  to 
ThfBf  fiMBUng  tarre,  their  bridlee  they  would  champ, 
AadtnupGmg  the  fine  ebment  would  fiercely  ran^ 


So  well  ther  aped,  that  they  be  eome  at  length 
Unto  the  pfaoe,  whereaa  the  P^rnim  lay 
Devoid  of  ontwaid  aence  and  native  strength, 
Corerd  with  charmed  clond  from  vew  of  day 
And  sight  of  men,  since  his  late  IneUeese  fray. 
His  cruell  woondee  with  cmddy  blond  congeald 
They  binden  up  so  wisely  as  they  may. 
Ana  handle  softly,  till  tlwy  can  oe  heald : 
So  by  him  in  her  ehaiett,  close  in  night  conoeald. 


And,  an  the  while  she  stood  upon  the  groimd. 
The  wake(ii]l  doga  did  never  cease  to  bay  ; 
Aa  sivin|p  warning  of  th'  unwonted  sound, 
Witn  which  her  yron  wheeles  did  them  affiey. 
And  her  darke  griealy  looke  them  much  dismay. 
The  messenger  of  death,  the  ghastly  owle,    - 
With  dreiy  shriekes  did  also  oer  bewray ; 
And  hungiy  wolvea  continually  did  howle 
At  her  abhorred  fiwe,  ao  filthy  and  ao  fowle. 


Thence  toniioff  backa  in  ailence  aoft  they  atole. 
And  brought  the  heavy  cone  with  easy  pace 
To  yawning  gulfe  of  deep  Avemus  hole  : 
By  that  same  hole  an  entrannoe,  darke  and  boce. 
With  smoake  and  sulphur  hiding  all  the  place. 
Descends  to  hell :  there  creature  never  pest. 
That  backs  retoumed  without  heavenly  grace  ; 
But  dreadfull  furiea,  which  their  chainee  have  brast. 
And  damned  sprights  sent  forth  to  make  ill  nyn 
aghast. 


By  that  same  way  the  direfull  dames  doe  drive 
Their  moumefuU  charet,  fild  with  rusty  blood, 
And  downs  to  Plutoes  house  sre  come  bilive : 
Which  pesaing  through,  on  every  side  them  stood 
The  trembling  ghosts  with  sad  amazed  mood, 
Chattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  staring  wide 
With  stonie  eies  ;  and  all  the  hellish  brood 
Of  feends  infemall  flockt  on  every  side. 
To  gaze  on  erthly  wight,  that  with,  the  Night  durst 
ride. 

zxxni. 

They  pes  the  bitter  waves  of  Acheron, 

Where  many  soules  sit  wailing  woefully  ; 

And  come  to  fiery  flood  of  Phlegeton, 

Whereas  the  damned  ghoates  in  torments  fry, 

And  with  shaip  shrilling  shriekes  doe  bootlesse  cxy. 

Cursing  high  love,  the  which  them  thither  sent. 

The  hous  of  endlesse  Paine  is  built  thereby, 

In  which  ten  thousand  aorts  of  punishment 

The  cursed  creatures  doe  eternally  torment. 


Before  the  threshold  dresdfull  Cerberus 

His  three  defonned  heads  did  lay  along, 

Curled  with  thousand  adders  venomous  ; 

And  lilled  forth  his  bloody  flaming  tong  : 

At  them  he  gan  to  reare  his  bristles  strong, 

And  felly  gnarre,  untill  Dayes  enemy 

Did  him  appeaae  ;  then  downe  his  taile  he  hong. 

And  suflTered  them  to  paasen  quietly  : 

For  she  in  heU  and  heaven  had  power  equally. 
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Thflfe  WW  IzioB  tuned  on  a  wlieele, 
For  daring  tempt  the  qaeane  of  bearen  to  sin  ; 
And  SiaTphns  an  huge  round  atone  did  reele 
Asainst  an  hill,  ne  anight  from  labour  lin  ; 
There  thiraty  Taotahu  hong  by  the  chin  ; 
And  Tityoa  fed  a  Tnltur  on  bia  maw ; 
Typboeos  ioynta  were  atretehed  on  a  gin ; 
Theaeoa  conidemnd  to  endleaae  alonth  by  law; 
And  &hj  aiatera  water  in  lake  ?  esaeb  draw 

XXXVI. 

They,  til  bdiolding  wordly  wiffhts  in  plaee, 
Leare  off  their  worke,  nnmindTuU  of  their  smart. 
To  gaze  on  them ;  who  forth  btr  them  doe  pace. 
Till  they  be  come  nnto  the  fiirtheat  part ; 
Where  waa  e  care  ywroaght  by  wondrona  art, 
Deepe,  darke,  nneaav,  dofefiill,  eomfortleaae. 
In  which  aad  Aeecolspioa  far  apart 
Empriaond  waa  in  chainea  rem^dileaae ; 
For  that  Hippolytoa  rent  corae  he  did  redroOBO. 


Hippdytoa  a  iolly  bnntaman 

Tut  wont  in  chareCt  chaee  the  foming  bore : 

He  all  bia  peeraa  in  beauty  did  aorpaa : 

But  ladies  love,  aa  losae  of  time,  forbore : 

Hia  wanton  stspdame  lored  him  the  mora ; 

But,  when  ahe  aaw  her  ofted  sweets  reftiad. 

Her  lore  she  tomd  to  hate,  and  him  before 

His  father  fierce  of  treason  ftlse  aocnad, 

Aad  with  her  gealoos  tennes  his  openeares  abnsd; 

xxxvm. 

Who,  all  in  rage,  his  sea-god  sjnre  besought 
Some  cursed  Tengeanmce  on  his  sonne  to  cast : 
From  sureing  ^f  two  monsters  straight   were 

brougnt ; 
With  dreaiii  whereof  his  ehaeing  steedes  aghast 
Both  charett  swifts  and  huntsman  orercast* 
His  goodly  corps,  on  ragged  cliffs  3a«nt, 
Was  quite  dismembred,  end  his  members  chast 
Scattered  on  erery  mountaine  as  he  went, 
That  of  Hippolytns  was  lefte  no  moniment. 


His  cmell  stepdame,  seeing  what  was  donne. 
Her  wicked  dsies  with  wretched  kni£)  did  end. 
In  death  arowing  th'  innocence  of  her  sonne. 
Which  heerine,  his  rash  syre  began  to  rend 
His  heare,  and  hasty  ton^  that  <fid  offend  : 
Tho,  ^^ering  up  tne  reliques  of  his  smart, 
Bv  Dianes  meanes  who  was  Hippolyts  frend, 
Tnem  brought  to  Aesoulape,  that  by  his  art 
Did  heale  taem  all  againe,  and  ioyned  erezy  part. 


XL. 

Such  wondrous  science  in  mans  witt  to  ndn 
When  lore  ariad,  that  could  the  dead  rerire. 
And  &tes  expired  could  renew  again. 
Of  endlesse  life  he  might  him  not  deprire  ; 
But  unto  heU  did  thrust  him  downe  alire. 
With  flashing  thunderbolt  ywounded  sore  : 
Where,  lon^  remaining,  he  did  alwaies  strire 
Himselfe  with  salres  to  health  for  to  restore, 
And  slake  the  hearenly  fire  diat  raged  evennore. 


xu. 

There  aundrat  Night  sniriBg,  did  alight 
From  her  nigh-weary  wmyae,  nd  in  her  armai 
To  Aesenlapins  brought  the  wounded  kni^^ : 
Whom  hsTinp^  softly  disaiaad  of  amen, 
Tho  gan  to  hnn  disooTer  aU  hia  hannee. 
Beseeching  him  with  pnyer,  and  with  pniae, 
if  either  salves,  or  oyles,  or  hetbea,  or  dianni**, 
A  fordonne  wight  from  dore  of  death  mote  ni»e, 
He  would  at  her  xequest  prolong  her  ne|iheira  dales. 
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*'  Ah  dsme,"  quoth  he,  "  thoa  temptest  me  in  raine 
To  dare  the  thmg,  which  daily  jtit  I  rew ; 
And  the  old  cause  of  my  continued  peine 
With  like  attempt  to  like  end  to  renew. 
Is  not  enough,  that,  thrust  from  hearen  dew, 
Here  endlesse  pensunce  for  one  iault  I  pay  ; 
But  that  radoubled  crime  with  veogeannce  new 
Thou  biddest  me  to  eeke  t  can  Night  defr;^ 
The  wrath  of  thundring  lore,  that  rules  both  Night 
and  Day  T 

lun. 

"  Nor  80,"  quoth  ahe ;  *'  but,  atth  that  heavens  king 
From  hope  of  heaven  hath  thee  excluded  quight. 
Why  feeiest  thou,  that  canst  not  hope  for  thing  ; 
And  fearest  not  that  more  thee  hurten  might. 
Now  in  the  powre  of  everlasting  Night  1 
Goe  to  then,  O  thou  for  renowned  sonne 
Of  great  Apollo,  shew  thy  finnous  might 
In  medioine,  that  eb  hath  to  thee  wonne      [donni> 
GvBBft  pefais,  and  greater  praise,  both  never  to  be 

Her  words  prevaild ;  and  then  die  learned  leach 
His  cunning  hand  gan  to  his  wounds  to  lay. 
And  all  things  els,  the  which  his  art  did  teach . 
Which  having  scene,  from  thence  arose  awny 
The  mother  of  dredd  Darknesse,  and  let  stay 
Aveugles  sonne  then  in  the  leaches  euro ; 
And,  oacke  rotourning,  took  b^  wonted  way 
To  ronne  her  timely  race,  whilst  Phoebus  pure 
In  westerne  waves  his  weary  wagon  did  reeur«. 

ZLT. 

The  fiilse  Duessa,  leaving  no^s  Night, 
Retumd  to  stately  palla^  or  Dame  Pryde ; 
Whero  when  she  came,  she  found  the  Faery  kntglit 
Departed  thence  ;  albee  (his  woundes  wyde 
Not  throughly  hnld)  unready  wera  to  lyde. 
Good  cause  he  had  to  hasteo  thence  away  ; 
For  on  a  day  his  wary  dwarfo  had  spyde 
When,  in  a  dungeon  deepe,  huge  numbers  Iny 
Of  oaydve  wretched  thralls,  that  wayled  nigfat  and 
day; 

XLTZ. 

A  raefuQ  sight  as  could  be  scene  with  oie  ;> 

f  whom  he  leerned  had  in  secret  wise 
The  hidden  cause  of  thebr  captivitie ; 
How  mortgaging  their  lives  to  Covetise, 
Through  wastfml  pride  and  wanton  riodse. 
They  were  by  law  of  that  proud  tynnneascs 
ProTokt  with  Wrath  and  Eavyes  false  surmise. 
Condemned  to  that  dongeon  mereileftse, 
Whero  they  should  live  in  wo,  and  dye  in  vrrBtcbod. 
nesse. 
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There  was  that  grest  proud  king  of  Babylon, 

That  would  compell  all  nations  to  adore 

And  him,  as  onely  God,  to  call  upon  ; 

Till,  through  celestiall  doome  thrown  out  of  don, 

Into  an  oxe  he  was  transformd  of  yore. 

There  also  was  king  Croesus,  that  enhaunst 

His  hart  too  hieh  urough  his  great  riehesse  store ; 

And  proud  Antiochus,  the  which  advaunst 

His  cursed  hand  gainst  God,and  on  his  altares  dannst. 

XLTIZZ. 

And,  them  long  time  hefore,  great  Nimrod  was, 
That  first  the  world  with  swora  and  fire  warrayd ; 
And  after  Mm  old  Ninus  far  did  pas 
In  princely  pomp,  of  all  the  world  ohayd. 
There  also  was  that  mightie  monarch  layd 
Low  under  aU,  yet  aboTO  all  in  pride, 
That  name  of  natire  syre  did  fowie  uphrayd, 
And  would  as  Ammons  sonne  he  magninde ; 
Till,  soornd  of  God  and  man,  a  shamefull  death  he 
dide. 

xux. 

All  these  together  in  one  heape  were  throwne, 
Like  carkases  of  heastes  in  hntehen  stall. 
And,  in  another  comer,  wide  were  strowne 
The  Antique  ruins  of  the  Romanes  fall : 
Great  Romulus,  the  grandsyre  of  them  all 
Proud  Tarquin ;  and  too  lordly  Lentulus ; 
Stout  Scipio  ;  and  stnbborne  Hanniball ; 
Ambitious  Sylla ;  and  steme  Marine ; 
High  Caaaar ;  great  Pompey ;  and  fiers  Antonius. 


Amongst  these  mightie  men  were  women  mizt, 

Proud  women,  vaine,  forgetfull  of  their  yoke  ; 

The  bold  Semiramis,  whose  sides  transfixt 

With  sonnesown  blade  her  fowle  reproches  spoke : 

Fayra  Sthenoboea,  that  her  selfe  did  choke 

With  wilfull  chord,  for  wanting  of  her  will ; 

High-minded  Cleopatra,  that  with  stroke 

Of  aspes  sting  her  selfe  did  stoutly  loll :  [fill. 

And  thousanu  moe  the  like,  that  did  that  dongeon 


u. 

Besides  the  endlesse  routes  of  wretched-thralles, 
Which  thether  were  assembled,  day  by  day, 
From  all  the  world,  after  their  wofuU  falles 
Through  wicked  pride  and  wasted  weltfaes  decay. 
But  most,  of  all  which  in  that  dongeon  lay. 
Fell  from  high  princes  conrtes,  or  ladies  liowres ; 
Where  they  in  ydle  pomp,  or  wanton  play. 
Consumed  had  their  goods  and  thriftlesse  howres, 
And  lastly  thrown  themselTes  into  these  heavy 
stowres. 

ui. 

Whose  ease  whenas  the  careful  dwarfe  had  tould, 
And  made  ensample  of  their  monmfuU  sight 
Unto  his  maistor ;  he  ne  lenger  would 
There  dwell  in  penll  of  like  painefull  plight. 
But  earely  rose  ;  and,  ere  that  dawning  tight 
Discovered  had  the  worid  to  heaven  wyde. 
He  by  a  privy  posteme  tooke  his  flight. 
That  of  no  ennoua  eyes  he  mote  be  spyde : 
For,  doobtleese,  deatii  ensewd  if  any  him  descrydSk 


un. 


Scarse  could  he  footing  find  in  that  fowle  way, 

For  many  ooraes,  like  a  great  lay-stall. 

Of  munfred  men,  which  therein  strowed  lay 

Without  remorse  or  decent  funerall ; 

Which,  al  through  that  great  Princesse  Pride  did  fall. 

And  came  to  shamefull  end  :  and  them  besyde. 

Forth  ryding  underneath  the  castell  wall, 

A  dongnill  of  dead  carcases  he  spyde ; 

The  dreadfull  spectacle  of  that  sad  House  of  Piyde. 
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From  lawlesse  lust  by  wondrous  grace 

Fayre  Una  is  releast ; 
Whome  salvage  nation  does  adore. 

And  leames  her  wise  beheast 


As  when  a  ship,  that  flyea  fayre  under  sayle. 
An  hidden  rocke  escaped  hath  unwares. 
That  lay  in  waite  her  wnok  for  to  bewaile  ; 
The  mariner  yet  halfe  amaaed  stares 
At  perin  past,  and  yet  in  doubt  ne  darea 
To  loy  at  ms  foolhappie  oversight : 
So  doubly  is  distrest  twixt  ioy  and  cares 
The  dnsadlease  conge  of  this  Elfin  knight, 
Having  escapt  so  bm  ensamples  in  his  sight. 


Yet  sad  he  was,  that  his  too  hastie  speede 
The  fityre  Duess*  had  font  him  leave  behind ; 
And  yet  more  sad,  that  Una,  his  deare  dreed, 
Her  truth  had  staynd  with  treason  so  unkind  ; 
Yet  crjrme  in  her  could  never  creature  find  : 
But  for  his  love,  and  for  ber  owne  selfe  S4ke, 
She  wandred  had  from  one  to  other  Ynd, 
Him  for  to  aeeke,  ne  ever  would  forsake : 
Till  her  unwares  the  fien  Sansloy  did  overtake 
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Who,  after  Archimagoes  fowle  defeat. 
Led  her  away  into  a  forest  wilde ; 
And,  turning  wrathAil  fyre  to  lastfull  heat, 
With  heastly  ain  thought  her  to  have  defilde. 
And  made  the  Tassall  of  his  pleaturea  rilde. 
Yet  first  he  cast  hy  treatie,  and  hy  traynea. 
Her  to  persuade  that  stubhom  fort  to  yilde ; 
For  greater  conquest  of  hard  lore  he  gaynes. 
That  workes  it  to  his  will,  then  he  that  it  constrainet. 


IT. 


With  &wning  wordes  he  courted  her  a  while ; 

And,  looking  lorelr  and  oft  sighing  soie. 

Her  constant  hart  did  tempt  with  diyerse  guile : 

But  wordes,  and  lookes,  and  aighes  she  did  abhore ; 

As  rock  of  diamond  ated&st  erezmore. 

Yet,  for  to  feed  his  fyrie  lustAilI  eye. 

He  snatcht  the  vele  Uiat  hong  her  face  before  t 

Then  gan  her  beautie  ahyne  as  brightest  skve, 

And  burnt  his  beastly  hart  t'enforoe  her  chastitya 


T. 


So  when  he  saw  his  flattering  arts  to  iayle. 
And  subtile  engines  bett  from  batteree ; 
With  greedy  force  he  gan  the  fort  assayle. 
Whereof  he  weend  possessed  soone  to  bee. 
And  win  rich  spoile  of  ransackt  chastxtee. 
Ah  hearens  1  that  doe  this  hideous  act  behold. 
And  hearenly  virgin  thus  outraged  see. 
How  can  ye  vengeance  lust  so  long  withhold, 
And  hnrle  not  flashing  flames  upon  Out  Paynim  bold  7 


The  pitteons  mayden,  carefull,  comfortlesse. 
Does  throw  out  thrilling  shriekes,  and  shrieking  ciyes, 
rrhe  last  vaine  heipe  of  wemens  greate  distiesse,) 
And  with  loud  plaintes  impurtuneth  the  skyes  ; 
That  molten  starres  doe  drop  like  weepine  eyes ; 
And  Phoebus,  flying  so  most  shameful  si^t. 
His  blushing  face  in  foggy  cloud  implyes. 
And  hydes  for  shame.    What  witt  of  mortal  wight 
Can  now  devise  to  quitt  a  thrall  from  such  a  pU^t  ? 

vn. 

Eternal!  Providence,  exceeding  thought, 
Where  none  appearea  can  make  her  selfe  a  way  I 
A  wondrous  way  it  for  this  lady  wrought, 
From  lyons  clawes  to  plucke  the  gxyped  prey. 
Her  shrill  outcryes  and  shrieks  so  loud  did  bray. 
That  all  the  woodes  and  forestes  did  resownd  : 
A  troupe  of  faunes  and  satyres  &r  away 
Within  the  wood  were  daondxig  in  a  rownd. 
Whiles  old  Sylvanus  slept  in  shady  arber  sownd : 

vin. 

Who,  when  they  beard  that  pitteous  strained  voice,. 

In  haste  forsooke  their  rural!  merriment. 

And  ran  towardes  the  far  rebownded  noyce. 

To  weet  what  wight  so  loudly  did  lament. 

Unto  the  place  they  come  incontinent . 

Whom  wheo  the  raging  Sarazin  espyde, 

A  rude,  mishapen,  monstrous  nblement. 

Whose  like  he  never  saw,  he  dunt  not  byde ; 

But  got  his  ready  steed,  and  £Mt  away  gan  ryde., 


The  wyld  wood-gods,  arrived  in  the  pUee, 

There  find  the  virgin,  doolfull,  desolate, 

With  ruffled  nyments,  and  fityre  blubbred  &oe, 

As  her  outrageous  foe  had  lelt  her  late  ; 

And  trembling  yet  through  feare  of  foxmar  hate  • 

All  stsnd  amsoed  at  so  uncouth  sight. 

And  gin  to  pittie  her  unhappie  state ; 

All  stand  astonied  at  her  beauty  bright, 

In  their  rode  eyes  unworthy  or  so  wMil  plight. 


z. 


She,  more  amaad,  in  double  dread  doth  dwell, 
And  every  tender  pert  for  fearo  does  shake : 
As  when  a  greedy  wolfe,  through  honger  fell,- 
A  sfely  lamb  &r  firom  the  flock  does  take. 
Of  whom  he  meanes  his  bloody  feast  to  make, 
A  lyon  spyes  fast  running  towards  him. 
The  innocent  prey  in  hast  he  does  forsake ; 
Which,  quitt  nom  death,  yet  quakes  in  every  lim 
With  chaunge  of  feare,  to  see  the  lyon  looke  so  grim 


I 


Such  fearefull  fitt  assaid  her  trembling  hart ; 
Ne  worde  to  speake,  ne  iojnat  to  move,  she  hod ; 
The  salvage  nation  feele  her  secret  smart, 
And  read  her  sorrow  in  her  count'nance  sad ; 
Their  frowning  forheads,  with  rough  homes  yclad 
And  rustick  horror,  all  asyde  doe  lay ; 
And,  gently  grenning,  show  a  Ambiance  glad 
To  comfort  her;  and,  fearo  to  put  away. 
Their  backwaid-beot  knees  teach  her  humbly    to 
obay. 

sen. 

The  doubtfull  damzell  dare  not  yet  oommitt 
Her  single  ^reon  to  their  barbarous  truth  ; 
But  still  twixt  feare  and  hope  amazd  does  sict, 
Late  leamd  what  harme  to  hasty  trust  ensu'th  • 
They,  in  compassion  of  her  tender  youth. 
And  wonder  of  her  beautie  sovereyne, 
Are  wonne  with  pitty  and  unwonted  ruth  ; 
And,  all  prostrate  upon  the  lowly  playne. 
Doe  kisse  her  feete,  and  fawne  on  her  with   counte- 
nance fayne. 

xnx. 

Their  harts  she  ghesaeth  by  their  humble  guise. 
And  yieldas  her  to  extremitie  of  time : 
So  from  the  ground  she  fearlease  doth  arise. 
And  walketh  forth  without  suspect  of  crime : 
They,  sll  as  glad  as  birdes  of  ioyous  pxyme. 
Thence  led  her  forth,  about  her  daoncing  round. 
Shouting,  and  singing  all  a  shephearda  lyme  ; 
And  wiui  greene  bnunches  strowingall  the  ground 
Do  worship  her  as  queene Vith  olive  girlond  crpund 


And  all  the  way  their  merry  pipea  they  sound* 

That  all  the  woods  with  double  echo  ring  ; 

And  with  their  homed  feet  doe  weore  the  ground. 

Leaping  like  wanton  kids  in  pleasant  spring. 

So  towards  old  Sylvsnus  they  her  bring  ; 

Who,  with  die  nqyse  awaked,  oomnieth  out 

To  weet  the  cause,  his  weake  steps  goveroio^ 

And  aged  hmbs  on  cypresse  stadle  stout  j 

A"H  widi  an  yvie  twyne  his  waste  is  girt  about. 
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XV, 

JFmr  off  bo  wonders  what  them  makes  so  glad, 
Or  Bacchus  meny  fruit  they  did  invent, 
Or  Cybeles  franticke  rights  have  made  tliem  mad  : 
Tliey,  drawing  nigh,  unto  their  god  present 
l^liat  flowre  of  fayth  and  beautie  excel Unt : 
T*lie  god  hiniselfe,  vewing  that  mirrhour  rare» 
Stooa  long  amaz'd,  and  burnt  in  his  intent : 
His  owne  fayre  Dryope  now  he  thinks  not  faire, 
And  Pboloe  fowle,  when  her  to  this  he  doth  compaire. 


XTL 

The  wood'borve  people  fall  before  her  flat, 
A  ad  worship  her  as  goddesse  of  the  wood  ; 
And  old  Sy  Iran  us  selfe  bethinkes  not,  wliat 
To  thinke  of  wi^ht  so  fayre  ;  but  gazing  stood 
In  doubt  to  deeme  her  borne  of  earthly  brood  : 
Sometimes  dame  Vnnus  selfe  he  seemes  to  see  ; 
But  Venus  nerer  had  so  sober  mood  : 
Sometimes  Diana  he  her  takes  to  be  ; 
But  misseth  bow  and  shaftes,  and  buskins  to  her  knee. 

xvn. 

By  Tew  of  her  he  ginneth  to  revire 
His  ancient  love,  and  dearest  Cyparisse  ; 
And  caUes  to  mind  his  pourtraiture  alive. 
How  fayre  he  was,  and  yet  not  fayre  to  this  ; 
And  how  he  slew  with  glanncing  dart  amis^se 
A  gentle  hynd,  the  whioi  the  lovely  boy 
Did  love  as  life,  above  all  worldly  olisse  : 
For  griefe  whereof  the  lad  n'oulci  after  ioy  ; 
But  pjnd  away  in  ang^h  and  selfewild  annoy. 

xvin. 

The  wooddy  nymphes,  faire  Hamadryades, 
Her  to  behold  do  thether  runne  apace ; 
And  all  the  troupe  of  light^foot  ^faiadea 
Flocke  all  about  to  see  her  lovely  face : 
But,  when  they  vewed  have  her  heavenly  grace, 
They  envy  her  in  their  malitious  mind. 
Ana  fly-  away  for  feare  of  fowie  disgrace*. 
Bat  all  the  Batyres  scome  their  woody  kind. 
And  henceforth  nothing  faire,  but  her,  on  earth  they 
find. 


XIX. 


Glad  of  BQch  lucke,  the  luckelesse  lucky  mayd 

Did  her  content  to  please  their  feeble  eyes  ; 

And  long  time  with  that  salvage  people  stayd. 

To  gather  breath  in  many  misery es: 

Daring  which  time  her  gentle  wit  she  plyes. 

To  teach  them  truth,  wmch  worshipt  her  in  vaine, 

Aod  made  her  th*  image  of  idolatryes : 

But,  when  their  bootlesse  seale  she  did  restrayne 

From  her  own  worship,  they  her  asse  would  worship 

zz. 

It  fortuned,  a  noble  warlike  knight 

By  inst  occasion  to  that  forreat  came 

To  Meke  his  kindred,  and  the  lignage  right, 

from  whence  he  tooke  his  wel-deserved  name : 

l^c  had  in  armes  abroad  wonne  mucheU  fame, 

^  iild  far  lands  with  glorie  of  his  might ; 

^^*ine,  fiuthfnll,  true,  and  enimy  of  shame. 

And  evtr  lov'd  to  fight  for  ladies  right : 

l^ot  ia  Tsine  glorious  frayes  he  litle  did  delight 


zxi. 

A  patyres  Sonne  ybome  in  forrest  wyld, 
By  straunge  adventure  as  it  did  betydo. 
And  there  begotten  of  a  lady  my  Id, 
Fayre  Thyamis,  the  daughter  of'  Labryde  ; 
That  was  in  sacred  bandes  of  wedlocke  t)de 
To  Therion,  a  loose,  unruly  swayne. 
Who  had  more  ioy  to  raunge  the  forrest  wyde. 
And  chase  the  salvage  beast  with  busie  payne, 
Then  serve  his  ladies  love,  and  waste  m  pleasuii« 
▼ayne. 

ZZII. 

The  forlome  mayd  did  with  loves  longing  bume, 
And  could  not  lacke  her  lovera  company  ; 
But  to  the  wood  she  goes,  to  serve  her  turne. 
And  seeke  her  spouse,  that  firom  her  still  does  fly 
And  followes  other  game  and  renery  : 
A  satyre  chaunst  her  wandring  for  to  finde ; 
And,  kindling  coles  of  lust  in  brutbh  eye. 
The  loyall  linkes  of  wedlocke  did  unbinde. 
And  made  her  person  thrall  unto  his  beastly  kind. 

ZXIII. 

So  long  in  secret  cabin  there  he  held 
Her  captive  to  his  sensuall  des3rre  ; 
Till  that  with  timely  fruit  her  beUy  sweld,. 
And  bore  a  boy  unto  that  salvage  S3rre  : 
llien  home  he  suffred  her  for  to  ret3rre  ; 
For  ransome  leaving  him  the  late-borne  clulde : 
Whom,  till  to  ryper  years  he  gan  asp3rre. 
He  nouAled  up  m  life  and  manen  wilde, 
Emong^t  wild  beastes  and  woods,  firom  laws  of  mlA 
ezilde. 

zziv. 

For  all  he  taught  the  tender  ymp,  was  btit 

To  banish  cowardize  and  bastard  feare : 

His  trembling  hand  he  would  him  force  to  put 

Upon  the  lyon  and  the  rugged  beare  ; 

And  from  me  she-beeres  teats  her  whelps  to  tcare  ; 

And  eke  wyld  rorine  buls  he  would  him  make 

To  tame,  and  ryde  their  backes  not  made  to  beare  \ 

And  the  robuckes  in  flight  to  overtake  : 

That  everie  beast  for  feare  of  him  did  fly  and  qn:)k  *. 

zzv. 

Thereby  so  fearlesse  and  so  fell  he  grew, 
That  his  owne  syre  and  roaister  of  his  guise 
Did  often  tremble  at  hiii  horrid  vew ; 
And  oft,  for  dread  of  hurt,  would  him  advise 
The  angry  beastes  not  rashly  to  despise. 
Nor  too  much  to  provoke  ;  for  he  would  leame 
The  lyon  stoup  to  him  in  lowly  wise, 
(A  lesson  hard,)  and  make  the  libbard  stems 
Leave  roaring,  when  in  rage  he  for  revenge  did 
eame. 

xzn. 

And,  for  to  make  his  powro  approved  more, 
Wyld  beastes  in  yron  yokes  he  would  compell; 
The  spotted  panther,  and  the  tusked  bore, 
The  pardale  swift,  and  the  tigr6  cru^U, 
The  antelope  and  wolf,  both  fiere  and  fell ; 
And  them  constraine  in  equall  teme  to  draw. 
Such  ioy  he  had  their  stubbome  harts  to  quell. 
And  sturdie  courage  tame  with  dreadfuU  aw  ; 
That  his  beheast  they  feared,  as  a  tyrans  law. 

o 
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ZXTII. 

His  loTiiig  mother  came  upon  a  day 
Uato  the  woodes,  to  see  her  little  Sonne ; 
And  chaunat  unwarea  to  meet  him  in  the  way, 
After  his  sportes  and  cmell  pastime  donue ; 
When  after  him  a  lyonesse  did  runne. 
That  roaring  all  with  lage  did  lowd  requere 
Her  children  deare,  whom  he  away  had  wonne  t 
The  lyon  whelpea  ahe  saw  how  he  did  beare. 
And  lull  in  mgged  armea  withouten  childi&h  fbare. 

xzvm. 

Hie  feerefoll  dame  all  quaked  at  the  aight. 

And  taming  backe  gan  ikst  to  fly  away ; 

Untill,  with  lore  rerokt  from  yaine  affright. 

She  hardly  yet  perswaded  was  to  stay, 

And  then  to  him  these  womanish  words  gan  say : 

"  Ah,  Satyrane,  my  dearling  and  my  ioy. 

For  love  of  me  leare  off  this  dreadmll  play ; 

To  dally  thus  with  death  is  no  fit  toy  :  [hoy." 

OOf  find  some  other  play-feUowes,  mine  own  aweet 

XXIZ. 

In  these  and  like  deligbtes  of  hloody  game 
He  trayned  was,  till  ryper  years  he  raoght ; 
And  there  abode,  whylst  any  beast  of  name 
Walkt  in  that  forrest,  whom  be  had  not  taught 
To  feare  his  force  :  and  then  his  courage  haught 
Desyrd  of  forreine  foemen  to  be  knowne, 
And  far  abrood  for  straunge  adventures  sought ; 
In  which  his  might  was  never  overthrowne ; 
Out  through  al  Eaery  lond  his  famous  worth  was 
blowne. 

zzz. 

Yet  evennoro  it  was  his  manner  fairo, 
Af^er  long  labours  and  adventures  spent, 
Unto  those  native  woods  for  to  repaire. 
To  see  his  syro  and  of^pring  auncient. 
And  now  be  thetber  came  for  like  intent ; 
When  he  unwares  the  fairest  Una  found, 
Straunge  lady,  in  so  straunee  habiliment. 
Teaching  the  Satyres,  whlcn  her  sat  around, 
Trew  sacred  lore,  which  frcun  her  aweet  Hpe  did 
redound. 

ZZZI. 

He  wondred  at  her  wiaedome  hevenly  ran, 
Whose  like  in  womens  witt  he  never  knew  j 
And,  when  her  curteous  deeds  he  did  compare, 
Gan  her  admiro,  and  her  sad  sorrowes  rew, 
Blaming  of  Fortune,  which  auch  troubles  threat 
And  ioyd  to  make  proofe  of  her  cruelty 
On  gentle  dame,  so  hurtleaae  and  so  trew . 
Thenceforth  he  kept  her  goodly  company, 
And  leamd  her  discipline  of  faith  andyerity. 

xzzn. 

But  ahe,  all  Towd  unto  the  Redcrosse  knight,      ^ 
His  wandnng  perill  closely  did  lament, 
Ne  in  this  new  acquaintaunee  could  delight ; 
But  her  deare  heart  with  anguish  did  torment. 
And  all  her  witt  in  secret  counsels  spent. 
How  to  escape.    At  last  in  privy  wise 
To  Satyrane  she  shewed  her  intent ; 
Who,  glad  to  gain  auch  favour,  gan  devise. 
How  with  that  penaive  maid  be  best  might  thence  I 
arise.  ' 


zxznr. 

So  on  a  day,  when  aatyres  all  were  gone 
To  do  their  aenrice  to  Sylvanns  old. 
The  gentle  virgin,  left  behinde  alone. 
He  led  away  with  conige  stout  and  bold. 
Too  late  it  was  to  aatyrea  to  be  told. 
Or  ever  hope  recorer  her  againe  ; 
In  vnine  be  aeekea  that,  having,  cannot  hold. 
So  faat  he  carried  her  with  careful!  peine. 
That  they  the  woods  are  past,  and  come  now  to  tlia 
plaine. 


The  better  part  now  of  the  lingring  dmy 
They  traveild  had,  whenasthey  far  espide 
A  weary  wight  forwandring  by  the  way ; 
And  tow  arda  him  they  gan  in  hast  to  ride, 
To  weete  of  newes  tlwt  did  abroad  betyde, 
Or  tidings  of  her  knight  of  the  Redcrosse; 
But  he,  Uiem  spying  gan  to  turns  aayde 
For  feare,  as  seemd,  or  for  some  feigned  loaac : 
More  greedy  they  of  newes  fast  towards  him  do 
crosse. 

ZZZY. 

A  silly  man,  in  simple  weedea  forwone. 

And  soild  with  dust  of  the  long  dried  way ; 

His  sandales  were  with  toilsome  traveil  torne^ 

And  face  all  tand  with  aoorching  sunny  lay. 

As  he  had  traveild  many  a  sommers  dav 

Through  bovling  sands  of  Aiabie  and  Ynde ; 

And  in  his  band  a  Jacobs  staffe,  to  stay 

His  weary  limbs  upon ;  and  eke  behind  p>ind 

His  acrip  did  hang,  in  which  hia  ueedmeota  he  did 

ZZZTL 

The  knight,  approching  nieh,  of  him  mqnerd 
Tidinga  of  warre,  and  of  adventures  new  ; 
But  warres,  nor  new  adventures,  none  he  herd. 
Hien  Una  gan  to  aake,  if  ought  he  knew 
Or  heard  abroad  of  that  her  champion  traw» 
That  in  his  armour  bare  a  croslet  red. 
*'  Ay  me  !  deare  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  well  may  I  rew 
To  tell  the  sad  sight  which  mine  eies  have  red ; 
These  eies  did  see  that  knight  both  living  aad  ck« 
ded." 

ZXZVII. 

That  cruell  word  her  tender  hart  so  thrild, 
That  suddein  cold  did  rouoe  through  every  vaine. 
And  stony  horrour  all  her  sences  old 
With  dying  fitt,  that  downe  she  fell  for  peine. 
The  knight  her  lightly  reared  up  againe. 
And  comforted  with  curteous  kind  roliefe : 
Then,  wonne  from  death,  ahe  bad  him  teltem  plairie 
The  further  procease  of  her  hidden  griefe : 
The  lesser  pangs  can  beare,  who  hath  endurd  Un 
chief. 

zxxvm. 

Then  gan  the  pilgrim  thus  *,  "  I  chaunst  tJais  day* 
This  fatall  day,  that  ahall  I  ever  rew. 
To  see  two  knights,  in  travel]  on  mv  way, 
(A  sory  sight,)  arraung*d  in  batteili  new, 
Both  breathing  venseaunce,  both  of  wrathlull  hew 
My  fearefull  flesh  did  tremble  at  their  strife^ 
To  see  their  blades  so  greedily  fanbrew. 
That,  dronke  with  blood,  yet  thristed  afler  lifie  : 
What  more  ?  the  Redcrosse  knight  wis  slasoe  wit 
Paynim  knife." 
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"Ah!  devest  lord,**  quoth  she,  "how  might  thst  hee, 
Aod  he  the  etoiiteit  knight,  tiMt  erer  woone  V 
"  Ah !  desrest  dsme,"  quoth  he,  '*'  how  might  I  see 
The  thing,  that  might  not  he,  and  yet  was  donne  V 
**  Where  is,"  said  Sa^rnme,  **  that  Paynima  sonne, 
That  him  of  life,  iod  ua  of  ioj,  hath  refte  ?" 
"  Kot  hr  away,"  quoth  he,  '*  he  hence  doch  womWi 
forehy  a  fbmtfaine,  where  I  late  him  left 
Waihmg  hia  hloody  wounds,  that  through  the  Steele 
weradeft." 


Thttiwitb  the  faiight  than  SMrehed  forth  ia  heat, 
Whilee  Una,  with Irage  heavinoaae  oppreat, 
Coald  not  for  aonrow  follow  him  lo  fast ; 
And  soone  be  earns,  aa  he  the  place  had  gheat, 
WhMtas  that  Pagan  proud  himaelfe  did  real 
la  nciet  abndow  by  a  foontaine  aide ; 
Em  he  it  waa,  that  eant  would  hare  suppreat 
Fm  Una ;  wlMmi  when  8«tyrane  eauide,       ^^ 
^Vith  fSoufe  xaprochfull  words  he  holdly  him  defide  ; 

zti. 

Aod  aaid  ;  *'  Arise,  thou  enned  auiereautttt 

Tbat  hast  with  kmchtlease  guile,  and  trecheroos  train, 

Fain  knighdbood  Snrly  ahamed,  and  doest  Taunt 

That  good  fadcht  of  the  Bedcroaae  to  have  alain  : 

Alias,  and  win  lika  tieaann  now  maintain 

Thy  niltj  wnng,  or  els  Asa  giiSty  ykld.* 

The  oansBy  daa  hearing,  rose  amain. 

And,  «^*"^g  up  in  ^aste  hia  three-square  ahidd 

Aad  ahining  nelmet,  aoona  him  buddad  to  the  field ; 

zzix* 

Aad,  dsawiflig  aigh  him,  aaid ;  *'  Ah !  mishoni  EUe, 
la  eTiO  hom  thy  files  thee  hither  sent 
Aaochsrs  wrongs  to  wreak  vpon  thy  selfe : 
Ytt  ill  ihou  Wmifift  ms,  lor  having  blent 
My  anas  with  guila  aad  traiteroua  intent : 
Trnt  RsdooMe  knight,  perdie,  I  never  slew  ; 
But  had  be  bsena,  when  ent  his  anna  wsre  lent, 
Th*  eafhsantsg  vaina  his  enoor  ahould  not  raw  : 
Bat  then  hts  emor  shalt,  I  hope,  now  proven  tiew; 


xur. 
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xun* 

Thnewith  they  gan,  both  fuiioas  and  fell. 

To  Aaadsr  blowas,  aad  fietaly  toaaaaile 

Eaeh  other,  heart  hia  enimy  to  quell ; 

That  with  their  Horee  they  perst  both  plate  aad  maile, 

Aad  amis  wide  fiuiowes  m  their  fleshes  fraile, 

Hat  it  wobM  vSUtj  any  hring  eie : 

Lags  floods  mVLofoA  adowne  their  sides  did  raile ; 

ta  iooda  of  blood  sould  not  tham  satisfie : 

Be&  hoagrad  after  death ;  botbchoaetowin,  ordie. 


So  lone  they  fight,  and  full  rerenge  porsoe, 
That,  nintinr,  each  themaelves  to  breathen  lett ; 
And,  ofte  refreahed,  batteU  oft  renue. 
Aa  when  two  bores,  with  rancling  malice  mett. 
Their  goiy  aides  fresh  bleeding  fiercely  frett ; 
Til  breatMease  both  themaelree  aside  retire. 
Where,  fixninff  wrath,  their  crueU  tuakea  they  whett. 
And  trample  tb'  earth,  the  whilea  they  may  respirs ; 
Then  backe  to  fight  sgaiasy  new  breathed  and  entire. 

XLT. 

So  fieraly,  when  theae  knighta  had  hraathed  onoa, 
The^  gan  to  fight  retouma ;  increaaing  more 
Their  puiaaant  force,  and  eruell  rage  attonce. 
With  heqwd  atrokea  more  hugely  then  before  ; 
That  with  their  drery  woundea,  and  bloody  gore, 
They  doth  deformed,  acarsely  could  bee  known. 
By  thia,  aad  Una  fraught  wiUi  anguish  tore. 
Led  with  their  noise  which  through  the  aire  waa 
thrown,  [sown. 

ArriVd,  wher  they  in  erth  their  froitlea  blood  had 

XLVI. 

Whom  all  ao  aoone  as  that  proud  Sarasin 

Espide,  he  gan  revire  the  memory 

Othia  lend  luata,  and  late  attempted  ain ; 

And  lefte  the  doubtlull  battel  haatily. 

To  catch  her,  newly  oflred  to  hia  eie : 

But  Satyrane,  with  atrokea  him  turning,  ataad, 

And  alenaly  bad  him  other  buaineaa  plie 

Then  hunt  tne  etapa  of  pure  unapottea  maid : 

Wherewith  ha  al  enrag'd  theos  bitter  speeches  said , 

XLTIL 

"  O  foolish  &eriea  sonne,  what  fair  nud 

Hath  thee  inoenst  to  beat  thy  dolemli  firfs  T 

Were  it  not  better  I  that  lady  had 

Than  that  thou  hadst  repented  it  too  kte  T 

Moat  aenceleeae  man  he,  that  himadfe  doth  hate 

To  love  another :  Lo  then,  for  thine  ayd. 

Here  take  thy  lovers  token  on  diy  pate." 

So  they  to  fight;  the  whiles  the  royall  mayd 

Fledd  farre  away,  of  that  proud  Paynim  aore  afmyd. 

ZLVIII. 

But  that  fidse  pilnim,  which  thst  lessiag  told. 

Being  in  deed  ola  Archimage,  did  stay 

In  secret  shsdow  all  this  to  behold ; 

And  much  reioiced  in  their  bloody  fray : 

But,  when  he  saw  the  damaeU  paaae  away, 

He  left  hia  stond,  and  her  puraewd  ^)aoe. 

In  hope  to  bring  her  to  her  last  decay. 

But  for  to  tall  her  lamentable  cace , 

And  eke  thia  battels  end,  will  need  another  place. 
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CANTO  vn. 

The  R(Hlcro^se  knieht  is  eaptire  made 
By  f^yaunt  proua  opprest : 

Prince  Arthure  meets  with  Una  great- 
ly with  those  newea  diatrast. 


Wbat  man  so  wise,  what  eartUj  witt  so  wore, 

As  to  disciT  the  crafty  canning  traine, 

B7  which  Deceit  doth  maske  in  risoor  faire, 

And  cast  her  colours  died  deep  in  graine. 

To  seeme  like  Truth,  whose  shape  she  weU  can  fiune. 

And  fitting  gestures  to  her  purpose  frame, 

The  gniltlesse  man  with  guile  to  entertaine? 

Great  maistresse  of  her  art  was  that  false  dame, 

The  fidse  Dueasa,  cloked  with  Fidessaes  name. 


n. 


Who  when,  returning  from  the  drery  Night, 
She  found  not  in  that  perilous  Hous  of  Pryde, 
Where  she  had  left  the  nohle  Redcrosse  knight. 
Her  hoped  pray ;  she  would  do  longer  byde, 
But  forth  she  went  to  seeke  him  hr  and  wyde. 
Ere  long  she  fownd,  whereas  he  wearie  sate 
To  rest  him  selfe,  foreby  a  fountain  syde. 
Disarmed  all  of  yron-coted  plate ; 
And  by  his  side  nis  steed  the  grassy  forage  ate. 

nx. 

Hee  feedes  npon  the  cooling  shade,  end  bares 
His  sweatie  forehead  in  the  breathing  wynd, 
Which  through  the  tremblin?  leaves  full  gently  playes, 
Wherein  the  cbearefull  bir&  of  sundry  kynd 
Doe  chaunt  sweet  musick,  to  delight  his  m3md : 
The  witch  approching  gan  him  fayrely  greet. 
And  with  reproch  of  carelesnes  unkynd 
Upbrayd,  for  leaving  her  in  place  unmeet, 
^  ith  fowle  words  tempring  faire,  soure  gall  with 
hony  sweet. 

IV. 

Unkmdnesse  past,  they  gan  of  solace  treat, 
And  bathe  in  pleasaunce  of  the  ioyous  shade, 
Which  shielded  them  against  the  Doyling  heat. 
And,  with  jneene  boughes  decking  a  eloomy  shade, 
About  the  tountaine  like  a  girlond  made  ; 
Wliose  bubbling  wave  did  ever  freshly  well, 
Ne  ever  would  through  fervent  summer  fade  : 
The  sacred  nymph,  wnich  therein  wont  to  dwell. 
Was  oat  of  Dianes  fiivor,  as  it  then  befdi. 


T. 

The  cause  was  this :  One  day,  when  PhoeVe  fayre 
With  all  her  band  was  following  the  chace, 
This  nymph,  quite  tyr'd  with  heat  of  scorching  ayre, 
Sat  downe  to  rest  in  middest  of  the  race : 
The  goddesse  wroth  gan  fowlv  her  disnace, 
And  badd  the  waters,  which  nom  her  did  flow. 
Be  such  as  she  her  selfe  was  then  in  place. 
Thenceforth  her  waters  wezed  dull  and  slow ; 
A  nd  all,  that  diinke  thereof,  do  faint  and  feeble  grow. 


TL 


Hereof  this  gentle  knight  onweeting  was ; 
And,  lyinr  downe  upon  the  sandie  graile, 
Dronke  of  the  atreame,  as  cleare  as  christall  glas : 
Eftsoones  his  manly  forces  gan  to  ftiyle, 
And  mightie  strong  was  tumd  to  feeble  frayle. 
His  chaunged  powres  at  first  themselves  not  felt } 
Till  cradled  cold  his  corage  gan  assayle. 
And  ohearefhl  blood  in  fayntoes  chill  did  melt. 
Which,  like  a  fi»ver  fit,  through  all  his  bodie  swelt. 


nr. 

Yet  goodly  court  he  made  stiU  to  his  dame, 

Pou^  out  in  loosnoMO  on  the  grassy  ^ownd. 

Both  carelesse  of  his  health,  and  of  his  fame : 

Till  at  the  last  he  heard  a  dreadfull  sownd. 

Which  through  the  wood  loud  bellowing  did  rebownd. 

That  all  the  earth  for  terror  seemd  to  shake. 

And  trees  did  tremble.  Th'  Elfe,  therewith  astownd. 

Upstarted  lightly  from  his  looser  make. 

And  his  unready  weapons  gau  in  hand  to  take. 


vin. 

But  ere  he  could  his  armour  on  him  dight. 

Or  gett  his  shield,  his  monstrous  enimy 

With  sturdie  steps  came  stalking  in  his  sight. 

An  hideous  geaunt,  horrible  and  bye. 

That  with  his  tallnesse  seemd  to  threat  the  skye  ; 

Tbe  ground  eke  groned  under  him  for  dreed  : 

His  living  like  saw  never  living  eye, 

Ne  durst  behold  ;  his  stature  did  evoeed 

Tbe  bight  of  three  the  tallest  sonnes  of  mortall  seed. 

IX. 

The  greatest  Earth  his  iincouth  mother  wna. 
And  blustring  iEolus  his  boasted  syre ;  fpa« 

Who  with  his  breath,  which  through  the  world  Uotl 
Her  hollow  womb  did  secretly  inspyre. 
And  fild  her  hidden  caves  with  stormie  yre, 
That  she  conceiv'd  ;  and  trebling  tbe  daw  tuae. 
In  which  the  wombes  of  wemen  do  expyre. 
Brought  forth  this  monstrous  masse  of  earthly  si yTn« 
Pnft  up  with  emptie  wynd,  and  fild  with  si'afu 
cryme* 

z. 

So  growen  great,  through  arrogant  delight. 

Of  th'  high  descent  whereof  he  was  ybome* 

And  through  presumption  of  his  matchlesse  mi^lkl 

All  other  powres  and  knighthood  he  did  scome. 

Such  now  he  maroheth  to  this  man  forlome. 

And  left  to  losse;  his  stdUdng  steps  are  atayds 

Upon  a  snaggy  oke,  which  he  had  torne 

Out  of  his  mothen  bowelles,  and  it  mada 

Hit  mortall  mace,  wherewith  his  foernen  lie  dismay d 
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That,  when  the  knight  he  8p3rde,  he  gan  adrannce 
With  huge  force  and  ins&ppoTtable  mayne, 
And  towardes  him  with  dreadful!  fury  praunce ; 
Who  haplesse,  and  eke  hopelesae,  all  in  vaine 
Did  to  him  pace  sad  hattaue  to  darrayne, 
Disaimd,  diagraate,  and  inwardly  diamayde ; 
And  eke  so  nont  in  ereiy  ioynt  and  vayne. 
Through  that  fnile  fountain,  which  him  feehle  made, 
That  scarsely  could  he  weeld  his  hootlesse  single 
blade. 

zn. 

The  geaunt  strooke  so  maynly  mercilesse, 
That  could  hare  oyerthrowne  a  stony  towre ; 
And,  were  it  not  heyenly  grace  that  did  him  hlesse. 
He  had  beene  pouldred  aU,  as  thin  as  flowre ; 
But  he  was  wary  of  that  deadly  stowre. 
And  lightly  lept  from  underneath  the  blow : 
Yet  so  exceeding  was  the  yiUeins  powre 
That  with  the  wxnde  it  did  him  overthrow. 
And  all  his  sences  stoond,  that  still  he  lay  full  low. 


zm. 

Aa  when  that  diTeliah  jrou  enirin,  wrought 
In  deepest  hell,  and  frund  by  niiies  skill. 
With  windy  nitre  and  quick  sulphur  fraught. 
And  ramd  with  boUet  rownd,  ordaind  to  kill, 
Conceireth  fyre ;  the  heavens  it  doth  fill 
With  thundring  noyse,  and  all  the  ayre  doth  choke, 
That  none  can  breath,  nor  see,  nor  heare  at  will. 
Through  smouldry  cloud  of  dnsldsh  stincking  smoke ; 
That  Ui'  only  breath  him  daunts,  who  hath  escapt 
the  stroze. 

ziv. 

So  dannted  when  the  geaunt  saw  the  knight. 

His  heavie  hand  he  heaved  up  on  hye. 

And  him  to  dust  thought  to  have  battred  quight, 

Untin  Dnessa  loud  to  him  gan  crye ; 

'*  O  great  Orgoglio,  greatest  under  skye,    - 

Oh  !  hold  thy  mortall  hand  for  ladies  sake ; 

Hold  for  my  sake,  and  doe  him  not  to  dye. 

But  Tanquisht  thine  etemall  bondslave  make, 

And  me,  thy  worthy  meed,  unto  thy  leman  take." 


zv. 


He  hearikned,  and  did  stay  from  further  harmes, 
To  gayne  so  goodly  guerdon  as  she  spake  : 
So  willingly  she  came  into  his  armes. 
Who  her  as  willingly  to  grace  did  take. 
And  was  possessed  of  his  newfound  make. 
Then  up  he  tooke  the  slombred  sencelesse  corse ; 
And»  ere  he  could  out  of  his  swowne  awake. 
Him  to  his  castle  brought  with  hastie  forse, 
And  in  a  dongeon  deepe  him  threw  without  remorse. 


zvx. 


From  that  day  forth  Duessa  was  his  deare, 

And  highly  honourd  in  his  haughtie  eye  * 

He  gave  her  gold  and  puiple  pall  to  weare. 

And  triple  crowne  set  on  her  head  lull  hye. 

And  her  endowd  with  royall  maiestye  : 

Then,  for  to  make  her  dreaded  more  of  men. 

And  peoples  hartes  with  awfuU  terror  tye, 

A  moBstroos  beast  ybredd  in  filthy  fen  [den. 

He  eboae,  which  he  had  kept  long  time  in  darksom 


zvn. 

Such  one  it  was,  as  that  renowmed  snake 

Which  great  Alcides  in  Stremona  slew. 

Long  fostred  in  the  filth  of  Lema  lake  : 

Whose  many  heades  out-budding  ever  new 

Did  breed  him  endlesse  labor  to  subdew. 

But  this  same  monster  much  more  ugly  was ; 

For  seven  great  heads  out  of  his  body  grew  I 

An  yron  brest,  and  back  of  scaly  bras. 

Ana  all  embrewd  in  blood  his  eyes  did  shine  as  glas« 

ZVIII. 

His  tayle  was  stretched  out  in  wondrous  length. 
That  to  the  hous  of  hevenly  gods  it  raught ; 
And  with  extorted  powre,  and  borrow'd  strength. 
The  ever  burning  lamps  from  thence  it  braught. 
And  prowdly  threw  to  ground,  as  things  of  naught 
And  underneath  his  filthy  feet  did  tread 
The  sacred  thinges,  and  holy  heastes  foretaught 
Upon  this  dreadfull  beast  with  sevenfold  bead 
He  sett  the  false  Dnessa,  for  more  aw  and  dread. 


ziz. 

The  wofnll  dwarfe,  which  saw  his  maisters  fall, 
^Whiles  he  had  keeping  of  his  graaing  steed,) 
And  valiant  knight  become  a  caytive  thrall  \ 
When  all  was  past,  tooke  up  his  forlome  weed ; 
His  mightie  armour,  missing  most  at  need  ; 
His  silver  shield,  now  idle,  maisterlesse ; 
His  poynant  speare,  that  many  made  to  bleed  ; 
The  rueful  moniments  of  heavinesse  ; 
And  with  them  all  departes,to  tell  his  great  distresse. 

zz. 

He  had  not  travaild  long,  when  on  the  way 

He  wofull  lady,  wofuU  Una,  met 

Fast  flying  from  that  Paynims  g^reedy  pray, 

Whilest  Satyrane  him  from  pursuit  aid  let : 

Who  when  her  eyes  she  on  the  dwarf  had  set, 

And  saw  the  signes  that  deadly  tydinges  spake, 

She  fell  to  ground  for  tforrowfuU  regret. 

And  lively  breath  her  sad  brest  did  forsake  ; 

Yet  might  her  pitteous  hart  be  seen  to  pant  and  quaka 

xxr. 

The  messenger  of  so  unhappie  newes 
Would  fidne  have  dyde  ;   dead  was  his  hart  within  i 
Yet  outwardly  some  little  comfort  shewes : 
At  last,  recovering  hart,  he  does  begin 
To  rub  her  temples,  and  to  chaufe  her  chin. 
And  everie  tender  part  does  tosse  and  tume: 
So  hardly  he  the  flitted  life  does  win 
Unto  her  native  prison  to  retoume. 
Then  gins  her  grieved  ghost  thus  to  lament  and 
moume: 

x.xn, 

"  Ye  dreary  instruments  of  dolefull  siglit. 
That  doe  this  dreadly  spectacle  behold. 
Why  doe  ye  longer  feed  on  loathed  light. 
Or  uking  find  to  gaze  on  earthly  mould, 
Sith  cruell  Fates  the  careful!  threds  unfould, 
Tlie  which  my  life  and  love  together  tyde  t 
Now  let  the  stony  dart  of  sencelesse  Cold 
Perce  to  my  hart,  and  pas  through  everie  side  ; 
And  let  eternall  night  so  sad  sight  fro  me  hyde> 
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"  O,  ligbtBOina  Dty,  the  lampe  of  higliest  Tore, 
First  made  by  him  maas  wnmriog  way  w  to  gayde, 
When  darkneaae  be  in  deepest  dongeon  druTt ; 
Henceforth  thy  hated  he%  for  ever  hyde. 
And  shut  up  heavens  windowes  shyning  wyde  t 
For  earthly  sight  oan  nooght  but  sorrow  bieedi 
And  late  repentanoe,  which  shall  long  abyde 
Mine  eyes  no  more  on  vanitie  shall  feedt 
Bttt,  seeled  up  with  death,  shall  hare  their  deadly 
meed/' 

ZZIV. 

Then  downe  a^aine  she  fell  unto  the  ground ; 

But  he  her  ouickly  reared  up  againe  * 

Thrise  did  she  sinke  adowne  in  deadly  swownd, 

And  thrise  he  her  reTiv'd  with  bnsie  pains, 

At  last  when  life  reco^er'd  had  the  rauMf 

And  over-wrestled  his  strong  enimy. 

With  foltring  tong,  and  trembling  everie  vaine, 

*'  Tell  on,"  quoth  she,  **  tbe  wofuU  tragedy. 

The  which  these  reliques  sad  present  unto  mine  eye  • 


XXT. 

*'  Tempestuous  Fortune  hath  Bpo&t  aU  her  opigbt, 

And  thrilling  Sorrow  throwne  his  utmost  dttt : 

Thy  sad  tong  cannot  tell  more  heavy  plight 

Then  that  I  feele,  and  harbour  in  mine  hart : 

Who  hath  endur'd  the  whole,  oan  beare  ech  part 

If  death  it  be ;  it  is  not  the  first  wound. 

That  launched  hath  my  brest  with  bleeding  smart. 

Begin,  and  end  the  bitter  balefiill  stonnd ; 

If  lesse  then  that  I  feare»  more  &voiir  I  have  found." 

ZZTI. 

Then  gan  the  dworfe  the  whole  disconroe  deelone ; 
Tbe  subtile  trainee  of  Arohimago  old  ; 
The  wanton  lovea  of  false  Fidessa  fayre. 
Bought  with  the  blood  of  vanquisht  Pavnim  bold ; 
llie  wretched  PfO^ra  transformed  to  treen  mould ; 
The  House  of  Pryde,  and  periUes  round  about ; 
The  combat,  which  he  with  Sansioy  did  hould ; 
The  lucklesse  conflict  with  the  graunt  otout. 
Wherein  captiv'd,  of  li&  or  dei^  ha  stood  in  doubt 
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She  heard  with  paHenca  til  unto  the  end  } 

And  strove  to  maister  aorrowftall  ossav. 

Which  greater  grew,  the  more  she  did  oontoadi 

And  almost  rent  her  tender  hart  in  tway  ; 

And  love  fresh  ooles  uatto  her  fire  did  lay  i 

For  greater  love,  the  greater  is  the  losse. 

Was  never  Isdv  loved  dearer  day 

Then  she  did  love  the  knight  or  the  Redcrosse  ; 

For  whose  deiire  sake  so  many  troubles  ber  did  to«8e. 

xzvnx. 

At  last  when  fervent  sorrow  slaked  was. 
She  up  arose,  resolving  ham  to  find 
Alive  or  desd ;  and  forward  forth  did  pas. 
All  03  the  dwarfe  tbe  way  to  her  assynd : 
And  evermore,  in  constant  oarefull  mind. 
She  fedd  her  wound  with  &eah  renewed  bale : 
Long  tost  with  stormes,  snd  bet  with  bitter  wind. 
High  OTW  lulls,  and  lowe  adowne  the  dale,      [vale. 
She  waudred  many  a  wood,  and  measurd  many  a 


XXIZ. 

At  last  ahe  chaunoed  by  good  hop  to  uceC 
A  goodly  knight  finre  marching  by  the  way, 
Together  with  his  squyre,  airbed  meett 
His  glitterand  armour  ahined  mr  away, 
like  glaundng  light  of  Phoebus  brightaet  ity ; 
From  top  to  toe  no  place  ^>peared  boret 
That  deadlj  dint  of  Steele  endanger  may  t 
Athwart  hia  brest  a  banldhck  brave  he  wwe. 
That  ahind,  like  twinkling  ston,  with  atones  most 
pretious  rare : 

XXX. 

And,  in  the  nudot  thereof,  one  mvfioaa  stont 
Of  wondrous  worth,  and  eke  of  wondrous  mights, 
Pihnpllihe  a  liriiBa  bead,  exceeding  shone«  >      ^  .-^ 
Like  HespwuscSohgat the leeser lights^ c>V^ 
And  strove  for  to  amaae  the  weaker  oighta  s 
Thereby  his  mortoU  blade  full  oooiely  nong 
In  yvory  sheath,  ycarv'd  with  curious  alights, 
Whose  bilts  were  bumisht  gold ;  mid  handle  strong 
Of  mother  perle ',  and  buckled  with  a  golden  tong. 
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His  hanghtie  helmet,  horrid  all  with  gold. 
Both  gloriona  biightnease  and  great  tarrour  bradd: 
For  all  die  crest  a  dragon  did  enfold 
With  greedie  pawes,  and  over  aU  did  spredd 
His  golden  wingei ;  his  dreodfiill  hideous  hedd 
Cloee  couched  on  the  bever,  seemd  to  throw 
From  flaming  mouth  bright  sporoklea  fiery  redd. 
That  suddeine  horrour  to  fiunte  hartea  did  ahow  , 
And  soaly  tayle  was  atrstcht  adowne  hia  back  fuU 
low. 


Upon  tha  top  of  ofl  his  loftia  crest, 

A  bounch  ot  hearea  disoobnrd  diverdy. 

With  sprincled  peorle  and  gold  full  ridily  dreot. 

Did  shake,  and  seemd  to  dmmce  for  ioUity  ; 

like  to  an  almond  trseymonnted  bye 

On  top  of  greene  Selinu  all  alone, 

WiUi  olossoms  brave  bedecked  daintily  i 

Whose  tamler  locks  do  tremble  every  one 

At  everia  little  breathy  that  under  heaven  is  blowne^ 


xxzni. 

His  woriika  shioid  oil  dosely  cover'd  was, 

Ne  might  of  mortsll  eye  be  over  aeene  ; 

Not  mad^  of  Steele,  nor  of  enduring  brae, 

(Such  earthly  mattals  soon  oonoumed  beene,) 

But  all  of  diamond  perfect  pure  and  cleeaa 

It  (ramed  woa,  ons  masay  &tire  mould, 

Hew'n  out  of  adamant  rocke  with  engines  keen<«» 

That  point  of  speore  it  never  perceo  could^ 

Ne  dmt  of  direntll  sword  divide  the  aabstanoe  would. 


XXXV 

The  same  to  wight  he  never  wont  disclose. 
But  whenas  monstera  huge  be  would  diaxnny^ 
Or  daunt  uneouail  armies  <»f  his  foes. 
Or  when  the  flying  heavons  he  would  afltay  : 
For  so  exceeding  cJione  his  glistring  ray. 
That  Phoebus  g^ea  ioee  it  did  atlamt 
As  when  a  cloud  his  beanes  doth  ovci^l^  ; 
And  silver  Cynthia  woxed  pole  and  kynt, 
Aa  when  her  face  is  staynd  with   magiwlrs    avta 
constraint 


M»l 
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No  magicks  tfti  Iraraof  bad  any  migbt, 
Nor  blood  J  wofdes  of  bold  anchanntera  call ; 
But  all  that  was  not  such  as  saemd  in  aigbt 
Beforo  tfa«t  abiold  did  (ade»  and  anddeioe  fall : 
And,  wbcn  bim  Uat  the  raakall  rontaa  appall. 
Men  into  atooea  tbarawich  be  could  transmeir. 
And  stonea  to  duet,  and  dnat  to  nongbt  at  ill : 
And,  wben  biaa  litt  tlw  pronder  loolrea  mibdew. 
He  would  thtffl  paktg  blind,  or  tuno  to  otbar  htm. 


Ne  let  It  Biiianij  that  eredenca  thia  ezeoedea ; 
For  be,  that  made  the  aama,  waa  knowno  right  weD 
To  have  done  araeh  mora  admirable  deedaa : 
It  Merlin  was,  which  wbvlooM  did  ezcell 
An  lifing  wightaa  in  might  Of  magicke  spell  t 
Both  shield,  and  awofd,  abd  armour  all  be  wrought 
For  this  yonng  prinee,  when  first  to  armes  be  fell ; 
Bat,  wben  he  dyde,  the  Faerjr  Qneene  it  brought 
To  Faana  loflMi ;  whew  yet  it  ma/  be  seeoe,  if  soogbt 


A  g»tle  yoatb,  his  daarely  lotred  squira, 
Hii  spesfv  of  bsben  wood  behind  lum  bare, 
Whosa  hamsfol  bead,  tbrise  heated  in  the  tire, 
Hid  ri?en  many  a  brest  with  pikehead  square : 
A  goodly  parsoft ;  and  oonld  mctiage  ftire 
His  etabbofne  ataed  with  enrbed  canon  bitt. 
Who  under  him  did  trample  ae  the  aire. 
And  okanft,  that  any  on  hia  backe  abonld  aitt ; 
The  yran  rowiala  into  firothy  fome  he  bitt. 

ZXXTIIIa 

Whenaa  thia  knight  nigh  to  the  lady  drew. 

With  lorely  eourt  he  gan  her  entertaine  ; 

But,  when  he  beard  her  aunswers  loth,  he  knew 

Soaie  aecrat  sorrow  did  her  heart  distraine  : 

Which  to  allay,  and  calme  her  stonr'Tig  peine, 

Paire  feeling  words  be  wisely  gan  dis^y, 

And,  for  bar  humor  fitting  purpose  fame. 

To  tempt  the  cause  it  selfe  for  to  bewray ;        [say ; 

Wharewiih  enmord,  these  bleeding  words  she  gan  to 

ZXZIZ. 

*  What  woilda  delight,  or  iov  of  lirhig  sptaeb. 
Can  hart,  ao  phmgd  in  aea  or  sorrowes  deep. 
And  ba^ed  with  ao  huge  misfortunes,  reach  t 
The  careAdl  Cold  beginneth  for  to  creep. 

And  in  my  heart  bis  yron  arrow  steep, 

Sooae  as  I  tfiinke  upeti  cay  bitter  bele. 

Bach  belpleoae  hannes  yts  better  hiddeii  keep, 

Then  ftp  up  griefe.  Where  it  may  not  ataile ; 

Mr  iHt  left  oemlbrt  la  tty  woes  to  weepe  and  waile." 

*  Ah  briy  dears^*  qtMfh  fheil  fhe  gantle  kaight, 

**  Wen  SMy  I  WMo  ytmt  grieleis  wondrous  great ; 
Fcr  WDsdmu  mat  griafe  sroneth  in  my  epright, 
Whike  tboa  I  beare  yon  dfyonr  aorMwea  tre«t. 
Btti,  woelall  lady,  let  me  j&a  Intrete 
far  to  unhid  tbe  sMetriahof  yottr  hart : 
Mtahapa«e  «aiatt«d  by  adtiM  diacrefe, 
Aad  oaoaaeH  miiigale^  th6  gretteat  amarc; 
FeuidMiw  help,  who  nerer  would  hia  hurtsbnpart" 


XLX. 
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Oh  !  but,"  quoth  she,  "  great  griefe  will  not  be 
And  can  more  easily  be  thought  tiben  said."  [tould, 
"  Right  so,"  quoth  he :  '*  but  he.  that  nerer  would. 
Could  nerer  :  will  to  might  gires  greatest  aid." 
"But  fpefe,"  quoth  she,  "  does  greater  grow  die- 
If  then  It  find  not  helpe,  and  breeds  despaiie.''rplaid, 
"Despair  breeds  not.'^qnoth  he,"  wheie&ithis  Stsid.* 
"No  ftith  so  ftst,"  quoth  she, '' but  fieah  doea  paire.* 
"  Fleah  mi^  empaire,"  quoth  he,  "  but  reason  can 
repaira." 

ZLn. 

Hia  goodly  reason,  snd  weD-guided  speech. 
So  deepe  did  settle  in  her  grscious  thought. 
That  her  perewaded  to  disclose  the  breach 
Which  lore  and  fortune  in  ho*  hart  had  wrought ; 
And  aaid ;  "  Fairs  sir,  I  hope  good  hap  hare  brought 
You  to  inquere  the  eecrets  of  my  griefe ; 
Or  that  your  wisdome  will  direct  mj  thought ; 
Or  that  your  prowesee  can  me  yiekl  reliefe  j 
Then  beare  the  story  sad,  which  I  shall  tell  yon 
briefe. 

JtLin. 

"  The  forlome  maideb,  whom  your  eiea  hare  aeeaa 

The  laughing  stocke  of  Fortunes  mockeries. 

Am  th'  onely  daughter  of  a  king  and  queene, 

Whoae  parents  dears  (^whiles  equal  destinies 

Did  ronne  about,  and  their  felitnties 

The  fiirourable  bear  ens  did  not  enry,) 

Did  nired  their  rule  through  aU  the  territories. 

Which  Pbison  and  Euphrates  floweth  by. 

And  Gehons  golden  wares  doe  wash  contLaually  -. 

ZLIT. 

"  Tin  that  their  cruell  curaed  enemy. 
An  huge  great  dragon,  horrible  in  sight, 
Bred  in  the  loathly  lakea  of  Tartaiy, 
With  murdrous  rarine,  and  derouring  might. 
Their  kingdome  spoild,  and  countrey  wasted  quight: 
Themselres,  for  feore  into  his  iawes  to  fall, 
He  foret  to  castle  strong  to  take  their  flight ; 
Where,  fhst  embard  in  mighty  brasen  wall. 
He  has  them  now  fowr  years  besiegd  to  make  them 
thrall. 

ztr. 

"  Full  many  knights,  adrenturous  and  stout, 
Hare  enterpris'd,  that  monster  to  subdew : 
From  ertry  coast,  that  hearen  walks  about, 
Hare  thither  come  the  noble  martial  crew. 
That  famous  barde  atchierements  still  pursew  ( 
Yet  nerer  anr  could  that  girlond  win. 
But  all  still  shronke ;  and  still  be  greater  grew « 
AH  they  for  want  of  faith,  or  guilt  of  sin, 
The  pitteous  pray  of  his  fiers  cruelty  hare  bin, 

ZLrx. 

"  At  laat,  jrled  with  fiir  reported  praise. 
Which  flrme  Fame  throughout  the  world  had  spred, 
Of  doughty  knights,  whom  Fary  land  did  raise. 
That  noble  order  hight  of  Maidenhed^ 
Forthwith  to  court  of  Gloriane  I  sped, 
Of  Gloriane,  great  queene  of  glory  bright, 
Whoee  kingdomes  seat  Cleopolis  is  red  ; 
There  to  obtaine  some  such  redoubted  knight 
That  parents  deare  from  tyranti  powre  deliver  migh4 
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"  Yt  was  my  chaimce  (mj  channoe  was  fiureand  good) 
There  for  to  find  a  fresh  nnprored  knight ; 
Whose  manly  hands  imbreird  in  guilty  blood 
Had  never  beene,  ne  ever  by  his  might 
Had  throwne  to  ground  the  unregaraed  right : 
Yet  of  his  prowease  proofe  he  since  has  made 
( L  fv'itnes  am)  in  manv  a  cniell  fight ; 
The  groning  ghosts  ox  many  one  dismaide 
Uaye  felt  the  bitter  dint  of  his  avenging  blade. 


XLTIIL 

"  And  ye,  the  foilome  reliqnes  of  his  powre, 
His  biting  Sword,  and  his  deyonring  Speare, 
Which  have  endured  many  a  dreadfull  stowre. 
Can  speake  his  prowesse,  that  did  earst  you  beare, 
And  well  could  rule ;  now  he  hath  left  you  hears 
To  be  the  record  of  bis  ruefull  losse. 
And  of  my  dolefull  disaventurous  dears  : 
O  hearie  record  of  the  good  Redcrosse, 
Where  have  ye  left  your  lord,  that  could  so  well 
YOU  tosse? 

xux. 

"  Well  hoped  I,  and  faire  beginnings  had, 

That  he  my  captive  languor  should  redeeme : 

Till  all  unweeting  an  enchaunter  bad 

His  sence  abu!»d,  and  made  him  to  misdeeme 

My  loyalty,  not  such  as  it  did  seeme, 

Inat  rather  death  desire  then  such  despight. 

Be  judge,  ye  heavens,  that  all  thing^s  right  enehtae. 

How  I  him  lov'd,  and  love  with  all  my  might  ^ 

So  thought  I  eke  of  him,  and  think  I  thought  an^nt. 


"Thencefortib  me  desolate  he  quilB  forsooke. 
To  M'ander,  where  wilde  Fortune  would  me  lesd. 
And  other  bywaies  he  himselfe  betodce. 
Where  never  foote  of  living  wight  did  tread. 
That  brought  not  backe  the  baldfoU  body  deftd  ; 
In  which  him  channced  &lte  Dneasa  meetSy 
Mine  onely  foe,  mine  cmely  deadly  dread ; 
Who  with  her  witchcraft,  and  misseeming 
Inveigled  him  to  foUow  her  desires  immeeteu 


Lf. 

**  At  last,  by  subtile  sleights  she  him  betraid 
Unto  his  fSoe,  a  gyaunt  huge  and  tall ; 
Who  him  disarmed,  dissolute,  dismaid, 
Unwares  surprised,  and  frith  mighty  mall 
The  monster  mercilesse  him  made  to  fall. 
Whose  Ml  did  never  foe  before  behold : 
And  now  in  darkesome  dungeon,  wretched  thral*, 
Remedilesse,  for  aie  he  doth  him  hold : 
This  is  my  cause  of  griefe,  more  great  then  mav  be 
told." 

Ere  she  had  ended  all,  she  sin  to  ftint : 
But  he  her  comforted,  and  faire  beqiakB ; 
"  Certes,  mad&me,  ye  have  great  cause  of  plaint. 
That  stoutest  heart,  I  weene,  could  canse  to  quakCb 
But  be  of  cheare,  and  comfort  to  yon  take ; 
For,  till  I  have  «;quit  your  captive  knight. 
Assure  your  selfe,  I  will  you  not  foraake." 
His  chearefuU  words  reviv'd  her  chearelesse  apr^rbt 
So  forth  they  went,  the  dwarfe  them  guiding  ever 
right. 


CANTO  VIII. 


Faire  virgin,  to  redeeme  her  deare. 

Brings  Artliure  to  the  fight ; 
Who  slayes  the  gyaunt,  wounds  the  beast. 

And  strips  Duessa  quighL 


At  me,  how  many  perils  doe  enfold 
The  righteous  man,  to  make  him  daily  fall. 
Were  not  that  heavenly  grace  doth  him  uphold. 
And  stedfast  Truth  acquits  him  out  of  all  I 
Her  love  is  firme,  her  care  continuall. 
So  oft  as  he,  through  his  own  foolish  pride 
Or  weaknes,  is  to  sinfull  bands  made  thraU  : 
Els  should  this  Redcrosse  knight  in  bands  have  dyde. 
For  whose  deliverance  she  this  prince  doth  thetlier 
guyd. 

n. 

Hey  sadly  traveild  thus,  untiU  they  came^ 

Nigh  to  a  castle  builded  strong  and  bye  : 

Then  oyde  the  dwarfe,  "  Lo  I  yonder  ia  the  same. 

In  whicn  my  lord,  my  liege,  doth  lucklesse  ly. 

Thrall  to  that  gyaunts  hateful!  Qrranny  : 

Therefore,  deare  sir,  your  mighty  powres  assay.*' 

The  noble  knight  alighted  by  and  oy 

From  loftie  steed,  and  bad  the  ladie  stay, 

To  eee  what  end  of  fight  should  him  befall  that  day. 


11^ 

So  with  his  squire,  th'  admirer  of  his  might. 
He  marched  forth  towardes  that  castle  wall ; 
Whose  gates  he  fownd  fast  shutt,  ne  living  wight 
To  warde  the  same,  nor  anawere  commere  calL 
Thai  tooke  that  squire  an  home  of  bugle  amaU, 
Which  hong  adowne  hia  side  in  twisted  gold 
And  tasseUes  gay :  wyde  wondere  over  A 
Of  that  same  homes  great  vertnes  weren  told 
Which  had  approved  bene  in  uses  manifold. 


TV, 

Was  never  wight  that  heard  that  shrilling  sownd. 
But  trembling  feare  did  feel  in  every  vaine : 
Three  miles  it  might  be  ea^  heard  arownd. 
And  ecchoes  three  answer'd  it  selfe  agayne: 
No  faulse  enchauntment,  nor  deceitfull  traine« 
Might  once  abide  the  terror  of  that  blast. 
But  presoitly  was  voids  and  wholly  vaine  : 
No  gate  so  strong,  no  locks  so  firme  and  fast. 
But  with  that  piercug  noise  flew  open  quite,  or  brast 
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The  same  before  the  geaunts  gate  he  blew, 
Tbat  all  tbe  castle  auaked  from  the  grownd. 
And  eveiy  dore  of  aree-will  open  flew. 
The  gyaunt  selfe  dismaied  with  that  sownd, 
Where  he  with  his  Duessa  dalliaunce  fownd» 
In  hast  came  rushing  forth  from  inner  bowre. 
With  staring  countenance  stemor  as  one  astownd 
And  8ta§^ring  steps,  to  weet  what  suddein  stovnre 
Had  wrought  that  horror  strange,  and   dar'd  his 
dreaded  powie. 

TI. 

And  after  him  the  proud  Duessa  came, 

High  mounted  on  her  nuiny-headed  beast ; 

And  every  head  with  fyrie  tongue  did  flame. 

And  erery  head  was  crowned  on  his  creast. 

And  bloody  mouthed  with  lato  cruell  feast 

That  when  the  knight  beheld,  his  mightie  abild 

Upon  his  manly  arme  he  soone  addrest, 

And  at  him  fiersly  flew,  with  corage  fild. 

And  eger  greedinesse  through  every  member  thrild. 

Vlf. 

Therewith  the  gyaunt  budded  him  to  fight, 

Inilamd  with  scomefull  wrath  and  high  disdaine, 

And  lifting  up  his  dreadfuU  club  on  bight. 

All  annd  with  ragged  snubbes  and  knottie  graine. 

Him  thought  at  first  encounter  to  have  slaioe. 

But  wise  and  wary  was  that  noble  pere  -, 

And,  lightly  leaping  from  so  monstrous  maine. 

Did  fayre  avoids  the  violence  him  nere  ; 

It  booted  nought  to  thinke  such  thunderbolts  to  beare; 

Tin. 

Ne  shame  he  thought  to  shonne  so  hideous  might : 
The  ydle  stroke,  enforcing  furious  way, 
Missmg  the  marke  of  his  misaymed  sight. 
Did  fall  to  ground,  and  with  his  heavie  sway 
So  deeply  dinted  in  the  driven  ciny, 
That  three  yardes  deepe  a  furrow  up  did  throw  : 
The  sad  earth,  wounded  with  so  sore  assay, 
Did  grone  full  grievous  underneath  the  blow  ; 
And,  trembling  with  strange  feare,  did  like  an  erth- 
quake  show. 

iz. 

As  when  alroightie  love,  in  wrathfiill  mood. 
To  wreake  the  guilt  of  mortall  sins  is  bent, 
Hnrles  forth  his  thundring  dart  with  deadly  food, 
Enrold  in  flames,  and  smouldring  dreriment, 
Through  riven  cloudes  and  molten  firmament } 
The  fiers  threeforked  engin,  making  way. 
Both  lofrie  towres  and  highest  trees  hath  rent. 
And  all  that  might  his  angry  passage  stay ; 
And,  shootiog  in  the  earth,  castes  up  a  mount  of 
clay. 

His  boystrous  club,  so  buried  in  the  grownd. 
He  could  not  rearen  up  againe  so  light. 
But  that  the  knight  him  at  advantage  fownd  ; 
And,  whiles  he  strove  his  combred  clubbe  to  quight 
Out  of  the  earth,  with  blade  all  burning  brif^ht 
He  smott  off  his  left  anne,  which  like  a  block 
Did  fiUl  to  ground  deprived  of  native  might; 
1  jirge  straames  of  blood  out  of  the  truncked  stock 
Forth  gushed,  like  fresb>water  streame  from  riven 
locke. 


XI. 


Dismayed  with  so  desperate  deadly  wound. 
And  eke  impatient  of  unwonted  payne, 
He  lowdly  brayd  with  beastly  yelling  sownd. 
That  all  the  fieldes  rebellowed  againe  : 
As  great  a  noyse  as  whea  in  Cymbrian  plaine. 
An  herd  of  buUes,  whom  kindly  rage  doth  sting. 
Doe  for  the  milky  mothers  want  complains, 
And  fill  the  fieldes  with  troublous  bellowing : 
The  neighbor  woodes  arownd  with  hollow  murmur 
ring. 

xsu 

That  when  his  deare  Duessa  heard,  and  saw 
The  evil  stownd  that  daungerd  her  estate, 
Unto  his  aide  she  hastily  &d  draw. 
Her  dreadfull  beast ;  who,  swolen  with  blood  of  late. 
Came  ramping  forth  with  proud  presumpteous  gate. 
And  threatned  all  his  heades  like  flaming  brandes. 
But  him  the  squire  made  quickly  to  retrate, 
Encountring  fiers  with  single  sword  in  hand ; 
And  twixt  him  and  his  lord  did  like  a  bulwarke 
stand. 

xui. 

The  proud  Duessa,  full  of  wrathfuU  spight 

And  fiers  disdains,  to  be  affronted  so, 

Enforst  her  purple  beast  with  all  her  might. 

That  stop  out  of  the  way  to  overthroe. 

Scorning  the  let  of  so  uuequall  foe : 

But  natbemore  would  that  corageous  swayne 

To  her  yeeld  passage,  gainst  his  lord  to  goe  ; 

But  witn  outrageous  strokes  did  him  restniine, 

And  with  his  body  bard  the  way  atwixt  them  twaine. 

XIV. 

Then  tooke  the  angrie  witch  her  golden  cup. 
Which  still  she  bore,  replete  with  magick  artes  ; 
Death  and  despeyre  did  many  thereof  bup, 
And  secret  poyson  through  tlieir  inner  partes ; 
Th'  eteroall  bale  of  heavie  wounded  harts  : 
Which,  after  charmes  and  some  enchauntments  said. 
She  lightly  sprinkled  on  his  weaker  partes : 
Therewith  his  sturdie  corage  soon  was  quayd. 
And  all  his  sences  were  with  suddein  dread  dismayd. 

XV. 

So  downs  he  fell  before  the  cruell  beast. 
Who  on  his  neck  his  bloodv  clawes  did  sieze, 
That  life  nigh  crusht  out  ot  his  panting  brest : 
No  powre  he  had  to  stirre,  nor  will  to  rize. 
That  when  the  carefiill  knight  gan  well  avise. 
He  lightly  left  the  foe  with  whom  he  fought. 
And  to  the  beast  gan  tnme  his  enterprise  ; 
For  wondrous  anguish  in  his  hart  it  wrought. 
To  see  his  loved  squyre  into  such  thraldom  brought  j 
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And,  high  advauncing  his  blood-thirstie  blade. 
Stroke  one  of  those  defonned  heades  so  sore, 
That  of  his  puissance  proud  ensample  made  ; 
His  monstrous  scalps  down  to  his  teeth  it  tore. 
And  that  misformea  shape  misshaped  more  : 
A  sea  of  blood  gusht  from  the  gaping  wownd, 
That  her  gay  garments  staynd  wiUi  filthy  gore. 
And  overflowed  all  the  field  arownd  ; 
That  over  shoes  in  blood  he  waded  on  the  grownd. 


"    .  [Book  L 

>     ^w(*>  Twred  bigh  and  roand, 
->*.*'•»  "vurju  sDd  malitioui  slight 
•.•»-m>n--c  cTxn  the  lowest  gpround, 
.   *^  «nc&ia£M3a  font,  and  feebled  qnight, 
-^  .^w<»»  a!les  ;  and  with  her  heaped  bight 

•u^*«  ruse  does  more  heavie  make, 
>.    >*-..i>  :e  aelfe  unto  the  rictonrs  might : 
.  «-£«  *his  srraants  fall,  that  seemd  to  shake 

globe  of  earth,  as  it  for  feava  did  quake. 
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''Nf  cit^t  then,  light!j  leaping  to  the  pray, 
^  ji  itoitall  Steele  him  smot  againe  bo  sore, 
'  '-vf  itMdIesse  his  unweldybodie  lay, 
«.!  v*U!owd  in  his  owne  fowle  bloody  gore, 
'\  *uch  dowed  from  his  wounds  in  wondrous  store. 
'>uu  soone  as  breath  out  of  his  brest  did  pas, 
\  *mt.  huge  great  body,  which  the  gyannt  bore, 
V  4i»  vaiiisht  quite ;  and  of  that  monstrous  mas 
W  as  nothing  left,  but  like  an  emptie  blader  was. 

xxr. 

\>liose  grie?ous  fall  when  false  Dneasa  spyde, 
U*fc  golden  cup  she  cast  unto  the  ground, 
\iid  crowned  mitre  rudely  threw  asyde : 
Such  percing  griefe  her  stubbome  hart  did  wound, 
rimt  sbe  could  not  endure  that  dolefull  stound  ; 
But.  leaving  all  behind  her,  fled  away  : 
V\»  light-foot  squyer  her  quickly  tumd  around, 
Aud,  by  hard  meanes  eiiforcing  her  to  stay, 
So  brought  unto  his  lord,  as  ioa  deserved  pray. 


..•■   *  -♦ 


•*i; 
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The  roiall  vir^  which  beheld  from  farre. 

In  pensive  plight  and  sad  perplexitie, 

Vhe  whole  atchievement  of  this  doubtfull  warre, 

I'sime  running  fast  to  greet  his  victoria, 

With  sober  gladnesse  and  myld  modestie  ; 

\ttd,  with  sweet  ioyous  cheare,  him  thus  bespake  : 

^*  K«>Te  braunch  of  noblesse,  flowre  of  chevalrie, 

t^t  with  your  worth  the  worid  amazed  make, 

llow  shall  I  quite  the  paynes,  ye  suffer  for  my  sake  t 


,k,    ..»».. »»oifK  '«lv^t. 


>•"»      '•^  ••  ^^        . 
,    -    -^  '^    ^^^. „*<vV  rult  Vwe«  I* ; 
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"^  And  yon,  fineshbudd  of  vertue  sprinnng  ftwt, 
\\  bom  these  sad  eyes  saw  nigh  unto  Deaths  dore, 
W  hat  hath  poore  virgin  for  such  periU  past 
>\  herewith  you  to  reward  ?     Accept  therefore 
Mt  simple  selfe,  and  service  evetmore. 
A»d  He  that  high  does  sit,  and  all  things  see 
\X  ith  equall  eye,  their  merites  to  restore, 
(Vhold  what  ye  this  day  have  done  for  mee ; 
Ami,  what  I  cannot  quite,  requite  with  usuree ! 

xxvm. 

^  B«t  flith  the  heavens,  and  your  fairs  handHling, 

Hat«  made  you  master  of  the  field  this  day  ; 

Vonr  fortune  maister  eke  with  governing, 

And,  well  begonne,  end  all  so  well,  I  pray  ! 

\e  hrt  that  wicked  woman  scape  away  ; 

FiV  she  it  is,  that  did  my  lord  bethnill, 

Mv  d«««st  lord,  and  deepe  in  douf^eon  lay ; 

\\)m««  he  his  better  dayes  hath  wasted  all : 

O  heai«i  how  pitaoua  he  to  you  for  ayd  does  call  1** 


..    *K 
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Forthwith  he  gftve  in  charge  unto  his  sqnyre, 
That  scarlet  whore  to  keepen  carefullj ; 
Wbilea  be  himaelfe  with  greedie  great  deayre 
Into  the  castle  entred  forcibly, 
Where  living  creature  none  m  did  espye : 
Then  gan  he  loudly  through  the  house  to  oall ; 
But  no  man  car'd  to  answere  to  his  ciye : 
There  raignd  a  solemne  silence  over  all ; 
Nor  voice  was  heard  nor  wight  was  seene  in  bowre 
or  hall! 


At  last,  with  creeping  crooked  pace  forth  came 
An  old  old  man,  with  beard  as  white  as  snow ; 
That  on  a  staffe  his  feeble  steps  did  frame, 
And  guyde  his  wearie  eate  both  too  aod  fro ; 
For  his  eye-sight  him  iayled  long  ygo : 
And  on  his  aime  a  bouoch  of  keyes  he  bore. 
The  which  unused  rust  ^d  overgrow  : 
Those  were  the  keyes  of  every  inner  dore  ; 
But  he  could  not  them  use,  but  kept  tbem  still  in 
store. 

XZZI. 

But  very  Uncouth  sight  was  to  behold. 
How  he  did  fashion  his  untoward  pace ; 
For  as  he  forward  moov'd  his  footing  old. 
So  backward  still  was  tumd  hia  wrincled  face  : 
Unlike  to  men,  who  ever,  as  they  trace. 
Both  feet  and  face  one  way  are  wont  to  lead. 
This  was  the  auncient  keeper  of  that  place. 
And  foster  father  of  the  gyaunt  dead ; 
Hia  nams  Ignaro  did  his  nature  right  aread. 

zxzn. 

Hia  reverend  heares  and  holy  gravitee 
The  knight  much  hooord,  aa  beseemed  well ; 
And  gently  askt,  where  all  the  people  bee, 
Whicn  in  that  stately  building  wont  to  dwell : 
Wfao  answerd  him  full  soft.  Hi  could  not  t$lL, 
Again  he  askt,  where  that  same  knight  was  layd» 
Whom  great  Orgo|^lio  with  his  puissaonce  fell 
Had  made  his  caytive  thrall :  againe  he  sayde, 
H*  eouU  mott§Ui  urn  ever  other  answere  made. 

xzxur. 

Then  aaked  he,  which  way  he  in  might  pas : 
Ht  eauld  neC  tell,  againe  he  aoswere<L 
Thereat,  the  courteous  knight  displeased  was. 
And  said ;  "  Old  syre,  it  aeemes  thou  hast  not  red 
How  ill  it  sits  with  that  same  silver  bed. 
In  vaine  to  mocke,  or  mockt  in  vaine  to  bee  i 
But  if  thou  be,  as  thou  art  pourtrahed 
With  Natures  pen,  in  w^  grave  degree, 
Araad  in  gnver  wise  what  I  demaund  of  thee." 


His  answere  likewise  was,  H$  eouid  not  UlL 
Whose  senceless  speech,  and  doted  ignorance, 
Whenas  the  noble  prince  had  marked  well, 
He  ghest  his  nature  by  his  countenance ; 
Ana  calm'd  his  wrath  with  goodly  temperance. 
Tben,  to  him  stepping,  from  his  arme  did  reache 
rhose  keyes,  and  made  himselfe  free  enterance. 
Each  dore  he  opened  without  any  breach  : 
There  was  no  barre  to  stop,  nor  foe  him  to  empeacfa. 
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There  all  within  full  rich  arayd  he  fonndy 

With  royall  arras,  and  resplendent  gold. 

And  did  with  store  of  eveiry  thing  abound. 

That  greatest  princes  presence  might  behold. 

But  all  tbe  floore  (too  filthy  to  be  told) 

With  blood  of  guiltlesse  babes,  and  innocents  trew. 

Which  there  were  slaine,  as  sheepe  out  of  the  fold. 

Defiled  was  ;  that  dreadfull  was  to  vew ; 

And  sacred  ashes  over  it  was  strewed  new. 
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And  there  beside  a  marble  stone  was  built 
An  altare,  carv'd  with  cunning  ymagery  ; 
On  which  trew  Christians  blood  was  often  spilt. 
And  holy  martyres  often  doen  to  dye. 
With  cruell  miuice  and  strong  tyranny  : 
Whose  blessed  sprites,  from  underneath  Che  stone. 
To  God  for  vengeance  cryde  continually  j 
And  with  great  griefe  were  often  heard  to  grone ; 
That  hardest  heart  would  bleeds  to  hear  their  piteous 
mone. 

xxzva. 

Through  evexy  rowme  he  sought,  and  everie  bowr , 

But  no  where  could  he  find  that  woful  thralL 

At  last  he  came  unto  an  yron  doore 

That  fiist  was  lockt;  but  key  found  not  at  all 

Emongst  that  bounch  to  open  it  withall ; 

But  in  the  same  a  little  grate  was  pigbt. 

Through  which  he  sent  his  voyce,  and  lowd  did  call 

With  flul  his  powre,  to  weet  if  living  wight 

Were  boosed  therewithin,  whom  he  enlsrgen  mights 

xxxvm. 

Therewith  en  hollow,  dreary,  murmnring  voyee 
These  pitteous  plaintea  and  dolours  did  resound ; 
"  O !  who  is  that,  which  brings  me  happy  choyce 
Of  death,  that  here  lye  dying  evezy  stound, 
Yet  live  perforce  in  baletuU  darlmesse  bound  T 
For  now  three  moones  have  changed  thrice  their  hew. 
And  have  been  thrice  hid  underneath  the  ground. 
Since  I  the  heavens  chearefull  face  did  vew : 
O  welcome,  thou,  that  doest  of  death  bring  tydings 
tiew! 


Which  when  that  champion  heard,  with  peiving  point 

Of  pitty  deare  his  hart  was  thrilled  sore ; 

And  trembling  hoirour  ran  through  every  ionynt 

For  ruth  of  genile  knight  so  fowls  foriore: 

Which  shakmg  off,  he  rent  that  yron  dore 

With  furious  force  and  indigi^ation  fell ; 

Where  entred  in,  his  foot  could  find  no  flore. 

But  all  a  deepe  descent,  as  dark  as  bell. 

That  breathed  ever  forth  a  filthie  baneful!  smell. 
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But  neither  darkenesse  fowle,  noi  iilthy  bands. 

Nor  noyous  smell,  his  purpose  could  withhold, 

(Entire  affection  hateth  nicer  hands,) 

But  that  with  constant  zele  and  cora^e  bold. 

After  long  paines  and  labors  manifola. 

He  found  the  meanes  that  prisoner  up  to  reare  ; 

Whose  feeble  thighes,  unable  to  uphold 

His  pined  corse,  him  scarse  to  light  couM  beare  i 

A  ruefull  spectacle  of  death  and  ghastly  drere. 
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His  nd  daU  eies,  deepe  Bimok  in  hoUovr  pita, 
Could  not  endure  th'  unwonted  sunne  to  view ; 
His  bare  thin  cheekes  for  want  of  better  bite, 
And  empty  aides  deceived  of  their  dew, 
CouU  make  a  stony  hart  hia  hap  to  rew ; 
His  lawbone  armes,  whose  mignty  brawned  bowrs 
Were  wont  to  rive  Steele  plates,  and  helmets  hew. 
Were  dene  consum'd  ;  snd  aU  his  vitall  powres 
Deoayd  ;  and  al  his  fleah  ahronk  up  like  withered 
flowiea. 

xui. 

Whome  when  his  lady  saw,  to  him  she  ran 
With  hasty  ioy  :  to  see  him  made  her  glad, 
A  nd  sad  to  view  his  visage  pale  and  wan  ; 
Who  earst  in  flowres  of  freshest  youth  was  clad. 
'1  iio,   when  her  well  of  teares  she  wasted  had, 
S\w  sa  d  :  **  Ah,  Ueareat  lord  I  what  evil  starre 
Oil  you  hath  frownd,  and  poured  his  influence  bad, 
Tlmt  uf  your  siUfe  yo  thus  oerobbed  arre, 
Aud  this  misseeming  hew  your  manly  lookes  doth 
marrel 

xiau 

**  Rut  welcome  now,  my  lord,  in  wele  or  woe , 

\Mio»e  presence  I  have  Inckt  too  long  a  day  : 

And  fve  on  Fortune  mine  avowed  foe, 

W  lios'o  wrathful  wreakes  themselves  doe  now  slay ; 

And  for  these  wronges  shall  treble  penaunce  pay 

Of  tntble  good  :  good  growes  of  evus  priefe. 

The  cheonese  man,  whom  sorrow  did  dismay. 

Had  no  delieht  to  treaten  of  his  giiefe ; 

His  long  endured  famine  needed  more  reliefe. 

zuv, 

'*  FftffS  lady,**  then  said  that  victorious  knight, 
<*  The  things,  that  grievous  wore  to  doe,  or  bearo, 
Hiem  to  renew,  1  wote,  breeds  no  delight ; 
Best  musicke  breeds  delight  in  loathing  eare  : 
But  th'  only  good,  that  growes  of  passed  feare, 
Is  to  be  wise,  and  ware  of  like  agein. 
Thia  daies  ensample  hath  this  lesson  deare 
Deepe  written  in  my  heart  with  jrron  pen. 
That  bliut  may  not  abidt  in  itateof  mariaU  men. 


ZLT. 

*'  Henceforth,  sir  knight,  take  toyou  wonted  strength, 
And  maister  these  mishaps  with  patient  might : 
Loe,  where  your  fioe  lies  stretcht  in  monstrous  length ; 
And  lo,  that  wicked  woman  in  your  sight, 
The  roote  of  all  your  care  and  wretched  pliflpht, 
Now  in  your  powre,  to  let  her  live,  or  die.'' 
**  To  doe  her  die,"  quoth  Una,  "  were  despight, 
And  shame  t'avenge  so  weake  an  enimy ; 
But  spoile  her  of  her  scarlet  robe,  and  let  her  fly," 


ZLVL 

So,  as  ahe  bad,  that  witch  they  disaraid, 

Aud  rubd  of  roiall  robes,  and  purple  pall. 

And  ornaments  that  richly  were  dispTaid  ; 

Ne  spared  they  to  strip  her  nuked  all. 

Then,  when  they  had  despoyled  her  tire  and  call, 

Such,  as  she  was,  their  eies  mis^bt  her  behold, 

That  her  misshaped  parts  did  Stem  appall ; 

A  loathy,  wrinckled  hag,  ill  favoured,  old. 

Whose  secret  filth  good  manners  biddeth  not  be  told. 

ZLTn. 

Herlnrafly  head  was  altogether  bald. 
And,  as  in  hate  of  honorable  eld. 
Was  overgrowne  with  scurfe  and  filthy  scald  ; 
Her  teeth  out  of  her  rotten  gumroes  were  fekl. 
And  her  sowre  breath  abhomiuably  smeld ; 
Her  dried  duj^s,  Ivke  bladders  lacking  wind. 
Hong  downe,  and  filthy  matter  from  them  weld ; 
Her  wrialed  skin,  as  rough  as  maple  rind, 
So  scabbv  was,  that  would  have  loathd  all  womnn- 
Idno. 
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Her  neather  parts,  the  shame  of  all  her  kind. 

My  chaster  Muse  for  shame  doth  blush  to  write  : 

But  at  her  rompe  she  growing  had  behind 

A  foxes  taile,  with  dong  all  fowly  dight : 

And  eke  her  feete  most  monstrous  were  in  sight ; 

For  one  of  them  was  like  an  eagles  daw. 

With  griping  talaunts  armd  to  greedy  fight ', 

The  other  like  a  beares  uneven  paw  : 

More  ngly  shape  yet  never  living  creature  saw. 

zuz. 

Which  when  the  knights  beheld,  amazd  they  were 

And  wondred  at  so  fowls  deformed  wight. 

'*  ^uch  then,"  said  Una,  '*  as  she  seemeth  here, 

Such  is  tlie  face  of  Falsehood ;  auch  the  sight 

Of  fowle  Duessa,  when  her  borrowed  light 

Is  laid  away,  aud  counterfesaunce  knowne," 

Thus  when  th«^  had  the  witch  disrobed  quigfat. 

And  all  her  filthy  feature  open  ahowne. 

They  let  her  goe  at  will,  and  wander  waies  unlmowne^ 


Shoe,  flying  fast  from  heavens  hated  face, 
And  from  the  world  that  her  discovered  wide. 
Fled  to  the  wastfull  wildemesse  apace. 
From  living  eies  her  open  shame  to  hide  ; 
And  lurkt  m  rocks  and  caves,  long  uneapide* 
But  that  fiiirs  crew  of  knights,  and  Una  faira. 
Did  in  that  castle  aflerwanis  dbide, 
To  rest  themselves,  and  weary  powres  repaiiv 
Where  store  tb«y  fownd  of  al,  that  dainty 


was  aod 


rare. 
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CANTO  IX. 

His  loves  and  ligaage  Arthure  tolli : 
The  knights  Imitt  friendly  hands : 

Sir  Treyisan  flies  from  Despevre, 
Whom  Redcros  knight  withstands. 

I 


O  !  oooDLT  golden  ehapie,  wherewith  yfere 
The  yertaes  Unked  are  m  lo?ely  wise ; 
And  nohle  mindes  of  yore  aUyed  were. 
In  braye  ponrsnitt  of  cheyalrous  empiixe, 
That  none  did  others  safety  despise, 
Nor  aid  envy  to  him,  in  need  that  stands ; 
Bat  friendly  each  did  others  praise  deyixe. 
How  to  sdyaunoe  with  fayonrable  hands. 
As  this  good  pnnce  redeemd  the  Rederosse  knight 
from  band  Si 

n. 

Who  when  their  powres,  empayrd  through  labor 
With  dew  repast  they  had  reenred  well,  [long. 

And  that  weake  captiye  wight  now  wexed  strong ; 
Them  list  no  lenger  there  at  leasnre  dwell. 
But  forward  fare,  as  their  adyentures  fell : 
But,  ere  they  parted,  Una  faire  besought 
That  straunger  knight  his  name  and  nation  tell  ; 
Least  so  great  good,  as  he  for  her  had  wrought. 
Should  (ue  unknowui  and  buried  be  in  thanldes 
thought. 
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'*  Faire  virgin,"  said  the  pnnce,  "  yee  me  require 

A  thing  without  the  compas  of  my  witt : 

For  houk  the  lignage,  and  the  certein  sire. 

From  which  I  sprong,  from  mee  are  hidden  yitL 

For  all  so  soone  as  life  did  me  admitt 

Into  this  world,  and  shewed  hevens  light, 

From  mother's  pap  I  taken  was  unfitt. 

And  stretght  deliyer'd  to  a  Fary  knight,         [might. 

To  be  upbrought  in  gentle  thewes  and  martiall 

ly. 

^**  Unto  old  Timon  he  me  brought  by  live ; 
Old  Timon.  who  in  youtbly  yearea  tiath  beene  " 
In  warlike  feates  tfa*  expertest  mnn  aliyp, 
And  is  the  wisest  now  on  earth  I  weene  : 
His  dwelling  is,  low  in  a  valley  greene. 
Under  the  foot  of  Rauran  mossy  hore, 
From  whence  the  river  Dee,  as  silver  cleene. 
His  tombling  billowes  rolls  with  gentle  rore  i 
There  all  my  daies  he  traind  me  up  in  vertuous  lore. 

y. 

j^  Thetber  the  great  magicien  Merlin  came, 
As  was  his  use.  ofttimes  to  visitt  mee ; 
For  he  had  char^  my  discipline  to  frame, 
And  tutors  nounture  to  oversee. 
Him  oft  and  oft  I  askt  in  privity. 
Of  what  loines  and  what  ugnage  I  did  spriog, 
Whose  aunswere  bad  me  still  assured  bee, 
That  I  was  sonne  aod  heire  unto  a  king,        paring.** 
As  time  in  her  iust  teim  the  truth  to  light  should 


"  Well  worthy  impe,"  said  then  the  lady  gent, 
"  And  pupil  fitt  for  such  a  tutors  hand  I 
But  what  adventure,  or  what  high  intent. 
Hath  brought  you  hether  into  Faiy  land, 
Aread«  Pnnce  Arthure,  crowne  of  martiall  bond  V* 
"  Full  hard  it  is,"  quoth  he.  "  to  read  aright 
The  course  of  heavenly  cause,  or  understand 
Thi)  secret  meaning  of  th'  Etemall  Might, 
That  rules  mens  waies,  and  rules  the  thoughts  of 
Uving  wight. 

vn. 

<*  For  whether  He,  through  fatal  deepe  foresight. 
Me  hither  sent,  for  cause  to  me  unghest ; 
Or  (hat  fresh  bleeding  wound,  which  day  and  night 
Whilome  doth  rancle  in  my  riven  brest. 
With  forced  friry  following  bis  behest. 
Me  hether  brought  by  wayes  yet  never  found  ; 
Vou  to  have  helpt  I  hold  myself  yet  blest."  [wound 
"  Ah  !  courteous  knight,"  quoth  she,  '*  what  secret 
Could  ever  find  to  grieve  the   gentlest  hart  on 
ground  V* 

VIII. 

*'  Deare  dame,"  quoth  he,  *'  you  sleeping  sparkes 

awake, 
Which,  troubled  once,  into  huge  flames  will  grow ; 
Ne  ever  will  their  fervent  fury  slake. 
Till  living  moysture  into  smoke  do  flow. 
And  wasted  life  doe  lye  in  ashes  low. 
Yet  sithens  silence  lesseneth  not  my  fire. 
But,  told,  it  flsmes  ;  and,  hidden,  it  does  glow ; 
I  will  revele  what  ye  so  much  desire  :        [respyre. 
Ah  !  Love,  lay  down  thy  bow,  the  whiles  I  may 


IX. 


« 


It  was  in  freshest  flowre  of  youthly  yeares. 
When  corage  first  does  creepe*  in  manly  cliest ; 
Then  first  that  cole  of  kindly  heat  appeares 
To  kindle  love  in  eveiy  living  brest : 
But  me  hsd  wamd  old  Timons  wise  behest, 
Those  creeping  flames  by  reason  to  subdew. 
Before  their  rage  grew  to  »o  great  unrest. 
As  miserable  lovers  use  to  re^',  [new. 

Which  still  wex  old  in  woe,  whiles  woe  still  wexeth 


X. 

'*  That  ydle  name  of  love,  and  lovers  life. 
As  losse  of  time,  and  vertnes  enimy, 
I  ever  soom'd.  and  ioyde  to  stirre  up  strife, 
In  middest  of  their  mournful!  tragedy  ; 
Ay  wont  to  laugh,  when  them  I  heard  to  cry. 
And  blow  the  fire,  which  them  to  ashes  brent : 
Their  god  himselfe,  grieyd  at  my  libertie, 
Shott  many  a  dart  at  me  with  fiers  intent ; 
But  I  them  warded  all  vrith  wary  government. 
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*'  Bat  dl  m  Tvine ;  no  fort  can  b(>  so  strong* 
Ne  fleshly  brsst  can  armed  be  so  sownd, 
But  will  at  last  be  wonne  with  battrie  long. 
Or  unawares  at  disadvantage  fownd  : 
Nothing  is  snre  that  growes  on  earthlr  grownd. 
And  who  most  trostes  in  arms  of  fleanly  might. 
And  boastes  in  beauties  chsine  not  to  he  bownd, 
l>oth  soonest  (all  in  disayentrous  fight. 
And  yeeldes  his   oaytive  neck  to  Tictoon  most 
despight. 

"  Ensample  make  of  him  your  haplewe  ioy. 

And  of  my  selfe  now  mated,  as  ye  see ; 

Whose  prouder  vannt  that  proud  avenging  boy 

Did  soone  pluck  downe,  end  curbd  my  Hbertee. 

For  on  a  day,  prickt  forth  with  iollitee 

Of  looser  life  and  heat  of  haxdiment, 

Raunging  the  forest  wide  on  courser  free, 

1  he  fields,  the  floods,  the  heavens,  witb  one  consent. 

Did  smnnct  to  laugh  on  me,  and  fiivour  mine  intent. 

ZIIT. 

"  Forwearied  with  my  sportes,  I  did  alight 
From  loftie  steed,  snd  downe  to  alMpe  me  byd : 
The  verdant  gras  my  couch  did  goooly  dieht, 
And  pillow  was  my  helmett  iayre  displayd  : 
Whiles  every  senoe  the  humour  sweet  embayd, 
And  slombnng  soft  my  hart  did  Btaale  awiy. 
Me  seemed,  by  my  si<M  a  royall  mayd 
Her  daintie  limbes  full  softly  down  did  lay : 
So  fiiyze  a  ereature  yet  saw  never  sunny  oay. 

ziy. 

*'  Most  goodly  glee  and  lovely  blandishment 

She  to  me  made,  and  badd  me  love  her  deare ; 

For  deurely  sure  her  love  was  to  me  bent. 

As.  when  lust  time  ezpiied,  should  appeaze. 

But,  whether  dreames  delude,  or  true  it  were. 

Was  neyer  hart  so  ravisht  wiUi  delight, 

Ne  living  man  like  wordes  did  ever  heare, 

As  she  to  me  delivered  all  that  night ; 

And  at  her  parting  said,  she  Queene  of  Fanes  bight. 

xv. 

"  When  I  awoke,  and  found  her  place  devoyd, 
And  nought  but  pressed  gras  where  ahe  haa  lycD, 
I  sorrowed  all  so  much  aa  earst  I  ioyd, 
And  washed  all  her  place  with  watry  eyen. 
From  that  day  forth  I  lov'd  that  face  divyne; 
From  that  day  forth  I  cast  in  careful!  mynd, 
To  seek  her  out  with  labor  and  long  tyne. 
And  never  yowd  to  rest  till  her  1  ^d : 
Nyne  monethes  I  seek  in  vain,  yet  nill  that  vow 
unbynd." 

zyi. 

Thus  as  he  spake,  his  visage  wexed  pale. 
And  ohaunge  of  hew  great  passion  did  bewray ; 
Yett  still  he  stroye  to  cloke  nia  inward  bale, 
And  hide  the  smoke  that  did  his  fire  display  ; 
Till  ffenUe  Una  thus  to  him  gan  ssy ; 
"  O  happy  Queene  of  Fsviea,  that  hast  fbwnd, 
Mongat  many,  one  that  with  hia  prowesse  may 
Defend  thine  honour,  and  thy  foes  confownd  t 
True  loyes  are  often  sown,  but  seldom  grow  on 
grownd.*' 


zvn. 

"  Thine,  O !  then,*'  said  the  gentle  RedcrosM  koight, 
"  Next  to  that  ladies  love,  shall  be  the  place, 
O  fayrest  virgin,  full  of  heavenly  light, 
Whose  wondrous  fiiith  exceeding  earthly  racn, 
Was  firmest  fixt  in  myne  extremest  case. 
And  you,  my  lord,  the  patzone  of  my  life, 
Of  toat  great  queene  may  well  gaine  wordiie  grace ; 
For  ottlie  vrortnie  you  through  prowea  priefe, 
Yf  living  man  mote  worthie  be,  to  be  her  Uefe/' 

zym. 

So  diversly  diaeoarsingof  their  lovet. 

The  golden  same  his  glistriiur  head  gan  shew, 

And  sad  remembnnnee  now  the  prince  amoves 

With  fresh  desire  his  yoyage  to  pursew : 

Ak  Una  eamd  her  travecul  to  renew. 

Then  those  two  knigfats,  fast  friendship  for  to  bynd, 

And  love  eetaWish  each  to  other  trew, 

Gara  goodly  gifta,  die  eignee  of  gratefull  mynd. 

And  eke,  as  pledget  finne,  right  huids  together  ioynd. 


Prince  Arthnr  gay«  a  boze  of  diamond  snre, 
Embowd  wiln  gold  and  gorgeous  ornament, 
Wherein  were  doad  fisw  dropa  of  liquor  pure. 
Of  wondrous  worth,  and  vertue  excellent, 
That  any  wownd  could  heale  incontinent. 
Which  to  requite,  the  Redcroese  knight  him  gaye 
A  booke,  wherein  his  Saveouis  Testsment 
Waa  writt  with  golden  letters  rich  snd  btwve ; 
A  works  of  wondrous  grace,  and  hable  aoules  lo 
•ava. 


Thus  beene  they  parted  ;  Arthur  on  his  way 
To  seeke  hia  love,  and  Ui'  other  for  to  fight 
With  Unaes  foe,  that  all  her  realme  did  pny. 
But  she,  now  weighing  the  decayed  pliglit 
And  shrunken  Sjrnewes  of  her  chosen  knight. 
Would  not  a  while  her  fiDrward  course  paraew, 
Ne  bring  him  forth  in  face  of  dreadfull  fight. 
Till  he  recovered  had  his  former  hew: 
For  him  to  be  yet  weake  and  wearie  well  aha  knew. 

zxi. 

So  as  thar  trayeOd,  lo !  they  gan  espy 
An  aimea  knifht  towards  them  gallop  fast. 
That  seemed  m»m  some  feared  roe  to  fly. 
Or  other  griealy  thing,  that  him  aghastl 
StiQ,  as  he  fledd,  his  eye  was  backwimi  oast, 
Aa  if  hia  hue  still  followed  him  behynd  : 
Als  flew  his  steed,  as  he  Ins  bandes  had  brast. 
And  with  his  winged  heeles  did  tread  the  wynd. 
As  he  had  been  a  role  of  Pegasus  his  kyod* 

zzu. 

Nigh  as  be  drew,  he  miffht  perceive  hU  hoad 
To  be  unaraid,  and  eurld  unoombed  bearea 
Upstaring  stiffe,  dismaid  with  ihicouth  drc«id  ; 
Nor  drop  of  blood  in  all  his  fiiee  appeares. 
Nor  life m  limbe ;  and  to  increase  ms  feares. 
In  fowls  reproach  of  knigbthoodea  &yre  dngre^^. 
About  hia  neok  an  hempen  rena  be  wearea. 
That  with  his  gUstring  armsi  aoea  ill  agree  : 
But  ho  of  rope,  or  annas,  has  now  no  memor>ff> 
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Toe  Rsdcrosse  knight  towwd  him  crossed  fatt. 
To  weet  what  mister  wight  was  so  dismayd  : 
There  him  he  Bodes  all  senceless  and  aghast, 
That  of  himselfe  he  seemd  to  be  afrayd  ; 
Whom  hardly  he  from  flying  forward  stayd, 
Till  he  these  wordes  to  him  deliver  might ; 
"  Sir  knight,  aread  who  hath  ye  thus  arayd, 
And  eke  from  whom  make  ye  this  hasty  flight? 
For  never  knight  I  saw  in  such  misseeming  plight. 


XXIX. 


xxnr. 


He  snswerd  nought  at  all ;  but  adding  new 
Fear  to  his  first  amazment,  staring  wjde 
With  stony  eyes  aod  hartlesse  hollow  hew, 
Astonisht  stood  ss  one  that  had  aspyde 
Infemall  Furies  wilb  their  chaines  untyde. 
Him  yett  againe,  and  yett  againe,  bespake 
The  gentle  knight:  who  noueht  to  him  replyde ; 
But  trembling  every  ioint  did  inly  quake. 
And  foltrinf  tongue  at  last  these  words  seemd  forth 
to  shake; 

XXV. 

'*For  Gods  deare  love,  air  knight  doe  me  noiLatay ; 
For  loe !  he  comes,  he  comes  fast  after  mee  r 
Eft  looking  back  would  faine  have  rxmne  away  t 
But  be  him  forst  to  stav,  and  telleu  free 
The  secrete  cause  of  his  perplexitie : 
Yet  nathemore  by  bia  bold  hartie  speech 
Could  his  blood-nrosen  heart  emboldned  bee. 
But  through  his  boldnes  rather  feare  did  reach ; 
Yett,  forst,  at  last  he  made  through  silepce  wddeiB 
breach : 

ZXTI. 

"  And  am  I  now  in  safetie  sure,"  quoth  be, 

*'  From  bim,  that  would  have  forced  me  to  djel 

And  is  Uie  point  of  death  now  turud  fro  mee. 

That  I  msy  tell  this  baplesse  history  Y* 

"  Fear  nouffht,"  quoth  ne,  **  no  daunger  now  b  nye, 

"  Then  shall  I  yon  recount  a  ruefiill  cace," 

Said  he,  '*  the  which  with  this  unlucky  eye 

I  late  beheld ;  and,  had  not  greater  erace 

Me  reft  firom  it»  bad  bene  partaker  of  the  place. 


"  Which  when  he  knew,  and  felt  our  feeble  harts 
Embost  with  bale,  and  bitter  byting  griefe, 
Which  Love  had  launched  with  his  deadly  darts  ; 
With  wounding  words,  and  termes  of  foule  repriefe, 
He  pluckt  firom  us  all  hope  of  dew  reliefe. 
That  erst  us  held  in  love  of  lingring  life  : 
Then  hopelesse,  hartlesse,  gan  the  cunning  tbiefe 
I  Perswade  us  dye,  to  stint  all  further  strife  ; 
To  me  he  lent  this  rope,  to  him  a  rusty  knife: 

zxx. 

"  With  whieh  sad  instrument  of  hasty  death. 
That  wofiill  lover  loathing  longer  light, 
A  wyde  way  made  to  let  forth  living  breath. 
But  I,  more  fearfiill  or  more  lucky  wight, 
Dismayd  with  that  deformed  dismall  sight, 
Fledd  faste  away,  half  dead  with  dying  feare  ', 
Ne  yet  assur'd  of  life  by  you,  sir  knight, 
Whose  like  infirmity  like  chaunce  may  beare : 
But  God  you  never  let  hie  cfaanned  speeches  beare  !*' 


9$ 


zxva. 

"  I  lately  cbaunst  (would  I  bad  never  ebaunst !) 
With  a  tape  knight  to  keepen  companee. 
Sir  Terwin  bight,  that  well  himselfe  advaunst  *-- 
In  all  affiijrres,  and  was  both  bold  and  firee  ; 
But  not  so  happy  as  mote  happy  bee  : 
He  lov'd,  as  was  bis  lot,  a  laay  gent, 
That  him  againe  lov'd  in  the  least  depee  ; 
For  abe  was  proud,  and  of  too  high  mtent, 
And  ioyd  to  see  her  lover  languid  and  lasaent : 

xxviu. 

"  From  whom  retounung  aad  and  comfortlaaae. 
As  on  the  way  together  we  did  &re, 
We  met  that  vilien,  (God  from  him  me  blesse !) 
That  cursed  wight,  firom  whom  I  scapt  wbyleare, 
A  man  of  hell,  that  calls  himselfe  Detpayrt ; 
Who  first  us  greets,  and  after  &yre  areedes 
Of  tydinges  straunge,  and  of  adventurea  zwe : 
So  creeping  dose,  aa  snake  in  hidden  weedes, 
iB^uireth  of  our  states,  and  of  our  knightly  deedee. 


*'  How  may  a  man,**  said  he,  "  with  idle  speacb 
Be  wonne  to  spoyle  the  casde  of  his  health  V 
**  I  wote,"  quoth  he,  '*  whom  trisll  late  did  teach. 
That  like  would  not  for  all  this  worldes  wealth. 
His  subtile  tong,  like  dropping  honny,  mealtli 
Into  the  heart,  and  searcheth  every  vaine ; 
That,  ere  one  be  aware,  by  secret  stealth 
His  powre  is  reft  and  weaknes  doth  remaine. 
O  never,  sir,  desire  to  tiy  bis  guilefull  traine !" 


'*  Ceitee,*  aayd  be,  '*  hence  shall  I  nerer  reat, 
Till  I  that  treacbours  art  have  beard  and  tryde  : 
And  you,  sir  knight,  whose  name  mote  I  request. 
Of  grace  do  me  unto  his  cabin  guyde.'* 
*'  I,  that  bight  Trovisan,"  quoth  he  *'  will  ryde, 
Against  ray  liking,  backs  to  doe  you  grace  : 
But  not  for  gold  nor  glee  will  I  abyde 
By  you,  when  ye  arrive  in  that  same  place : 
For  lever  bed  I  die  tfam  see  his  deadly  face." 


xxxrn 

Ere  long  they  come,  where  that  same  wicked  wight 
His  dwelling  has,  low  in  an  hollow  cave. 
Far  underneath  a  craggy  cliff  ypight, 
Darke,  dolefull,  dreary,  like  a  greedy  grave. 
That  still  foi  carrion  carcases  doth  crave  : 
On  top  whereof  ay  dwelt  the  ghastly  owle, 
Shrielaog  bis  balefull  note,  which  ever  drave 
Far  from  that  haunt  all  other  chearefull  fowle ; 
And  all  about  it  wandring  ghostea  did  wayle  and 
howle : 

XXXTV. 

And  an  about  old  stockea  and  stubs  of  trees. 
Whereon  nor  fruit  nor  leaf^  waa  ever  aeen. 
Did  hang  upon  the  ragged  rocky  knees ; 
On  which  Md  many  wretches  banned  beene. 
Whose  carcases  were  scettred  on  the  greene, 
And  thiowne  about  the  cliffs.    Arrived  there. 
That  bare-head  knight,  for  dread  and  dolefull  teene. 
Would  faine  have  fled,  ne  durst  aprochen  neare; 
But  th*  other  forst  him  stays,  and  comforted  in  feare. 
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That  darksome  care  the^  enter  where  tliey  find 

1'hat  cursed  man,  low  sitting  on  the  groond. 

Musing  full  sadly  in  bis  suUein  mind : 

His  griesie  lockes.  Ions  growen  and  unbound 

Disordred  hong  about  ms  shoulders  round 

And  bill  his  face  ;  through  which  his  hoUow  eyne 

Looki  deadly  dull,  and  stared  as  astound  ; 

His  law-bone  cheekes.tbrough  pennrie  and  pine. 

Were  shrooke  into  his  iawes,  as  he  hid  never  dine. 

xzxn. 

His  garment,  ooaght  but  many  ragged  clouts, 

With  thomes  together  pind  and  patched  was, 

The  which  his  naked  sides  he  wrapt  shouts ; 

And  him  beside  there  lay  upon  the  gras 

A  dreary  corse  whose  life  away  did  pas, 

AU  wallowed  in  his  own  yet  luke-warme  blood, 

That  from  his  wound  yet  welled  fresb,  alas  ! 

In  which  a  rusty  knife  fast  fixed  stood. 

And  made  an  open  passage  for  the  gushing  flood. 

xxxm. 

Which  piteous  spectacle,  approring  trew 
llie  wofull  tale  that  Trev^isan  had  told, 
Whenas  the  gentle  Redcrosse  knight  did  vew  ; 
With  fierie  zade  be  burnt  in  courage  bold 
Him  to  arenge,  before  his  blood  were  cold  ; 
And  to  the  rillein  sayd ;  '*  I'hou  damned  wight. 
The  anthour  of  this  net  we  Iiere  behold. 
What  iustioe  can  but  iudge  against  thee  right. 
With  thine  owne  blood  to  price  his  blood,  here  shed 

in  ntrht  Y* 


The  knight  much  wondred  at  his  suddeiue  wit. 

And  sayd  ;  '*  The  terme  of  life  is  limited, 

Xe  may  a  man  prolong,  nor  shorten,  it : 

The  souldier  may  not  move  from  «-atchfnll  sted. 

Nor  leave  hi^  stand  untill  his  oqitaiue  bed.** 

**  Who  life  did  limit  by  Almightie  doome.** 

Quoth  he,  *'  knowe:i  best  the  termes  estaMiAed  ; 

And  he,  that  points  the  oentonell  his  roome^ 

Doth  license  him  depart  at  sound  of  moning  drooiue. 

zux. 

**  Is  not  His  deed,  what  ever  thing  is  donne 
In  heaven  and  earth  ?    Did  not  He  all  create 
To  die  againe  ?    All  eods,  that  was  begonne  : 
Their  times  in  His  etemall  books  of  fate 
Are  written  sure,  and  have  their  certain  date. 
Who  then  can  strive  with  strong  necessitie. 
That  holds  the  worid  in  his  still  chaunging  state  ; 
Or  shunne  the  death  ordaynd  by  destinie  1 
When  houre  of  death  is  come,  (et  none  sake  whence^ 
nor  why. 


zuu. 


in  sight!' 


CI 


The  longer  life,  I  wote  the  greater  sin ; 
The  greats  sin,  the  greater  punishment : 
All  those  great  battels,  which  tliou  boasts  to  win 
Through  strife,  and  blood-shed,  and  avengement. 
Now  praysd,  hereafter  deare  thou  shalt  repent : 
For  life  must  life,  and  blood  must  blood,  repay* 
Is  not  enough  thy  evill  life  forespent? 
For  he  that  once  hath  missed  the  ri^  way. 
The  further  he  doth  goe,  the  further  he  doth  atny. 


xxzvni. 


"  What  franticke  fity'quothhe,  "hath  thus  distraught 
Thee,  foolish  msn,  so  rash  a  doome  to  give  t 
What  iustioe  ever  other  iudgement  taugnt. 
But  he  should  dye,  who  merites  not  to  live  ? 
None  els  to  death  this  man  despayring  drive 
But  his  owne  guiltie  mind,  deserving  death. 
Is  then  uniust  to  each  his  dew  to  give  t 
Or  let  him  dye,  that  loatheth  living  breath! 
Or  let  him  die  at  ease,  that  liveth  here  uneath  t 


xzxiz. 

"  Who  travailcs  by  the  wearie  wandring  way. 

To  come  unto  his  wished  home  in  haste. 

And  meetes  a  flood,  that  doth  his  passage  stay ; 

Is  not  great  grace  to  helpe  him  over  past. 

Or  free  his  feet  that  in  the  myre  sticke  &stt 

Most  envious  man,  that  grieves  at  neighboura  good ; 

And  fond,  that  ioyest  in  the  woe  thou  hast ; 

Why  wilt  not  let  Lim  pesse,  that  long  hath  stood 

Upon  the  bancke,  yet  wilt  thy  selfe  not  pas  the  flood  1 

XL. 

'*  He  there  does  now  enioy  etemall  rest 

And  happy  ease,  which  thou  dost  want  and  crave. 

And  further  from  it  daily  wanderest ; 

What  if  some  little  payne  the  passage  have, 

That  makes  frayle  flesh  to  fearo  the  bitter  wave ; 

Is  not  short  payne  well  borne,  that  biinges  long 

And  layes  the  soule  to  sleepe  in  quiet  grave  1  [ease, 

Sleepe  afW  toyle,  port  after  stormie  seas. 

Ease  after  warre,  death  afbr  life,  does  greatly  please." 


ZLIV. 


•c 


Then  doe  no  further  goe,  no  further  stray; 
But  here  ly  downe,  and  to  thy  rest  betake, 
Th'  ill  to  prevent,  that  life  ensewen  may. 
For  what  hath  life,  that  may  it  loved  make, 
And  gives  not  rather  cause  it  to  forsake  1 
Feare,  sicknesse,  age,  losse,  labour,  sorrow,  strife, 
Payne,  hunger,  cold  that  makes  the  heart  to  quake ; 
And  ever  fickle  fortune  rageth  rifb ;  [life. 

All  which,  and  thousands  mo,  do  make  a  loathsome 


ZLT. 

"  Thou,  wretched  man,  of  death  hast  greatest  need. 
If  in  true  ballaunce  thou  wilt  weigh  thy  state  ; 
For  never  knight,  that  dared  warlike  deed. 
More  luckless  disadventures  did  amate  : 
Witnes  the  dungeon  deepe,  wherein  of  late 
Thy  life  shutt  up  for  death  so  oft  did  call ; 
And  though  good  lucke  prolonged  hath  thy  date. 
Yet  deau  then  would  the  Uke  mishap  forestall. 
Into  the  which  hereafter  thou  maist  happen  falL 

ZLTI. 

"  Why  then  doest  thou,  O  man  of  sin,  desire 

To  draw  thy  dayes  forth  to  their  last  degree  f 

Is  not  the  measure  of  thy  sinfuU  hire 

High  heaped  up  with  huge  iniquitee. 

Against  the  day  of  wrath,  to  burden  thee  T 

Is  not  enough,  that  to  his  lady  mild 

lliou  falsed  hast  thy  faith  with  periuree, 

And  sold  thyselfe  to  serve  Duessa  vUd. 

With  whom  in  all  abuse  thou  hast  thyselfe  defild  1 
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zLvn. 

**  Ts  not  lie  ivst,  that  til  this  doth  hehold 

From  highest  heroi,  and  heares  an  equall  eie  t 

Shall  be  thy  sins  up  in  his  knowledge  ibid, 

And  guilty  he  of  thine  impietie  T 

Is  not  his  law.  Let  evexy  sinner  die, 

Die  shall  all  flesh  ?  What  then  must  needs  be  donne. 

Is  it  not  better  to  doe  wiilinglie. 

Then  linger  till  the  glas  be  ail  out  ronne  1 

Desth  is  the  end  of  woes :  Die  soone,  O  Faries 


Sonne. 


i> 


ZLTin. 


The  knight  was  much  enmo^ed  with  his  speech. 
That  as  a  swords  poynt  through  his  hart  did  perse. 
And  in  his  consdenoe  made  a  secrete  breach. 
Well  knowing  trew  all  that  he  did  reherse, 
And  to  his  mah  remembraunoe  did  reverse 
The  ugly  rew  of  his  deformed  crimes  ; 
That  dl  his  msnly  powres  it  did  disperse. 
As  he  were  charmed  with  inchaunted  rimes  ; 
That  oftentimes  he  quakt,  and  fainted  oftentimes. 

In  which  amaxement  when  the  miscreaunt 
Peroeired  him  to  waver  weake  and  firaile, 
Whites  trembling  horror  did  his  conscience  daunt. 
And  hellish  anguish  did  his  soule  assails  ', 
To  drive  him  to  despairs,  and  quite  to  quaile, 
Hee  shewd  him  painted  in  a  table  plaine 
The  damned  ffhosts,  that  doe  in  torments  waile, 
And  thonsana  feends,  that  doe  tliem  endlesse  pame 
With  fire    and   ironstone,  which  for  ever   shall 


Hie  sight  whereof  so  throughly  him  dismaid, 

That  nought  but  death  before  his  eies  be  saw. 

And  ever  burning  wrath  before  him  laid, 

By  righteous  sentence  of  th'  Almighties  law. 

Then  gan  the  villein  him  to  overcraw. 

And  Inrought  unto  him  swords,  ropes,  poison,  fire. 

And  sll  that  might  him  to  perdition  draw  ; 

And  bad  him  choosey  what  death  he  would  desire  : 

For  death  was  dew  to  him,  that  had  provokt  Gods 


ire* 


ti. 

But,  whenas  none  of  them  he  saw  him  take. 

He  to  him  raught  a  dagger  sharps  and  keene, 

And  gave  it  bun  in  hand  :  his  hand  did  quake 

And  tremble  like  a  leafe  of  aspin  greens, 

And  troubled  blood  throu£^h  his  pale  face  was  seeni* 

To  come  and  goe,  with  tidings  from  the  heart, 

As  it  a  ronning  messenger  had  beene. 

At  last  resolv'd  to  work  his  finall  smart. 

He  lifted  up  his  hand,  that  backs  againe  did  start 

III. 

Which  whenas  Una  saw,  through  every  vaine 
The  cradled  cold  ran  to  her  well  of  life. 
As  in  a  swowne  :  but,  soone  reliev'd  againe. 
Out  of  his  hand  she  soatcht  the  cursed  knife. 
And  threw  it  to  the  grownd,  enraged  rife, 
And  to  him  said  ;  ."  Fie,  fie,  faint-hearted  knight, 
What  meanest  thou  by  this  reprochftiU  strife, 
Is  this  the  battaile,  which  thou  vauntst  to  fight 
With  that  fire-mouthed  dragon,  horrible  and  bright  ? 

Lxn. 

**  Come ;  come  away,  fraile,  feeble,  fleshly  wight, 

Ne  let  vaine  words  bewitch  thy  manly  hart, 

Ne  divelish  thoughts  dismay  thy  constant  spright : 

In  heavenly  mercies  hast  thou  not  a  part  t 

Why  shouidst  thbu  then  despeire,  that  chosen  art  7 

Where  iustice  growes,  there  grows  eke  greater  grace. 

The  which  doth  quench  the  brond  of  hellish  smart, ' 

And  that  accurst  baod-writing  doth  deface  : 

Arise,  sir  knight ;  anse,  and  leave  this  cursed  plsce.' 

uv. 

So  up  he  rose,  and  thence  amounted  streight 
Which  when  the  carle  beheld,  and  saw  his  gueitt 
Would  safe  depart,  for  all  his  subtile  sleight  -, 
He  chose  an  halter  from  among  the  rest. 
And  with  it  hong  hiinselfe,  unhid,  unblesL 
But  death  he  could  not  worke  himselfe  thereby  , 
For  thousand  times  he  so  himselfe  had  drest. 
Yet  natheless  it  could  not  doe  him  die. 
Till  he  should  die  his  last,  that  u,  eternally. 


CANTO  X. 

Her  fiuthfull  knight  faire  Una  brings 

To  house  of  Holinesse : 
Where  he  is  taught  repentannce,  and 

The  way  to  hevenly  blesse. 


What  mau  ii  he,  that  boasts  of  fleshly  might 

And  vsine  assuianoe  of  mortali^. 

Which,  all  ao  soone  as  it  doth  come  to  fight 

Against  sinrftnall  foes,  yields  by  and  by. 

Or  from  tiie  fielde  most  cowardly  doth  fly ! 

Ne  let  the  man  ascribe  it  to  his  skill, 

That  thorough  grace  hath  gained  victory : 

If  any  strength  we  have,  it  is  to  ill ; 

But  all  the  good  is  Gods,  both  power  and  eke  wilL 


By  that  which  lately  hapned,  Una  saw 
Tnat  this  her  knight  was  feeble,  and  too  faint ; 
And  all  his  sinewes  woxen  weake  and  raw, 
Through  long  enprisonment,  and  hard  constraint. 
Which  he  endured  in  his  late  restraint. 
That  yet  he  was  unfitt  for  bloody  fight. 
Therefore  to  cherish  him  with  cuets  daint. 
She  cast  to  bring  him,  where  he  chearen  might. 
Till  be  recovered  had  his  late  decayed  plight 
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There  was  «n  aandeot  house  not  far  away, 
Renowmd  throughout  the  world  for  sacred  lore 
And  pure  unspotted  life  :  so  well»  they  say. 
It  goremd  was,  and  f^uided  erennore, 
Through  wisedome  of  a  matrone  grave  and  hore  ; 
Wliose  onely  ioy  was  to  reUeve  the  needes 
Of  wretched  soules,  and  heipe  the  helpelesse  pore : 
All  night  she  spent  in  hidding  of  her  bedes. 
And  ill  tha  day  in  doing  good  and  godly  deedes. 

IT. 

Dame  Cvlia  men  did  her  call,  as  thought 

From  hearen  to  tome,  or  thether  to  anse ; 

The  mother  of  three  daughters  well  upbrought 

In  gooilly  thewes,  and  godly  exercise : 

I'he  eldest  two,  most  sober,  chast,  and  wise, 

Fidelia  and  Sperania,  virgins  were ; 

Though  spousd,  yet  wanting  wedlocks  solemnize  i 

But  fatre  Charissa  to  a  lorely  fere 

Was  linoked,  and  by  him  had  many  pledges  den. 

T. 

Arrived  there,  the  dore  they  find  fiuit  lookt ; 
For  it  was  warely  watched  night  and  day, 
For  feare  of  many  foea ;  hut,  when  they  knockt, 
11)e  porter  opened  unto  them  streight  way* 
He  was  an  aged  syre,  all  hory  gray, 
With  lookes  tuU  lowly  cast,  and  gate  full  slow, 
Wont  on  a  staffs  his  feeble  steps  to  stay, 
Hight  Humiltil.    They  passe  in,  stoupmg  low ; 
For  streight  and  narrow  was  the  way  which  he  did 
•how. 

▼I. 

Each  goodly  thing  is  hardest  to  begin  ; 

Hut,  entred  in,  a  spatious  court  they  see, 

Both  plaine  and  pleasaunt  to  be  waUced  in ; 

Where  them  does  meete  a  Irancklin  faire  and  free. 

And  entertaines  with  comely  courteous  elee ; 

His  name  was  Zele,  that  him  right  well  became : 

For  in  his  speaches  and  behaveour  hee 

Did  labour  lively  to  ezpresse  the  same. 

And  gladly  did  uem  guide,  till  to  the  hall  they  came. 

TII. 

Thers  fayrely  them  receives  a  gentle  squyre, 

Of  mild  demeanure  and  rare  courtesee, 

Hight  cleanly  clad  in  comely  sad  attyre ; 

In  word  and  deede  that  shewd  great  modestee, 

And  knew  his  good  to  all  of  ea^  degree ; 

I  light  Hererence :  he  them  with  speaches  meet 

IKies  faire  entreat ;  no  courting  nicetee, 

Uut  simple,  trew,  and  eke  unfiuned  sweet. 

An  luight  become  a  squyre  so  great  persons  to  greeL 

Ttn. 

AuJ  HtWrwardea  them  to  his  dsme  he  leades, 

Ihtkl  MM^U  dame,  the  Isdy  of  the  place, 

W  \xa  uU  ihis  while  was  busy  st  her  beades  ; 

\\  Ui(.h  vluvAi,  »he  uu  arose  with  seemely  grace, 

\iid  luwuiU  ihMU  (ull  matronely  did  pace. 

Wli  10,  whttu  (hut  lki^)«t  Una  she  beheld, 

W  Sk  'lu  \\o,\i  thu  kn«>w  10  spring  from  hcvenly  race, 

^•«     K^.tii  uith  uty  unwoiitmi  inly  sweld, 

\  •  u.,  iiii^  tviiu>U\>u»  v'uuti\>i't  in  her  weaker  eld  : 


XX. 


And,  her  embracing,  said  ;  "  O  happy  earth, 
Whereon  thy  innocent  feet  doe  ever  tread  ! 
Most  veituous  virgin,  borne  of  hevenly  berth, 
That,  to  redeeme  uy  woeful!  parents  head 
From  tyrans  r^e  and  ever-dying  dread. 
Hast  wandred  through  the  world  now  long  s  day, 
Yett  ceassest  not  thy  weary  soles  to  lead ; 
What  grace  hath  thee  now  hether  brought  this  way! 
Or  do«i  thy  feeble  feet  onweeting  hether  stray  t 


"  Straonge  thing  it  is  an  errant  knight  to  see 

Here  in  this  pli^  ;  or  any  other  wight. 

That  hether  tumes  his  steps :  so  few  there  bee. 

That  chose  the  narrow  padi,  or  secke  the  n^ht  I 

All  keepe  the  broad  high  way,  and  take  deiigbt 

With  many  rather  for  to  goe  astray, 

And  be  pwtakers  of  their  evill  plight. 

Then  with  a  few  to  walke  the  nghtest  way : 

0 1  foolish  men,  why  hast  ye  to  your  own  decay  V 

xr. 

'  Thy  selfe  to  see,  snd  tyred  limbes  to  rest, 
O  matrone  sage,"  quoth  she,  "  I  hether  came  ; 
And  this  good  Imight  his  way  with  me  addrest, 
Ledd  with  tliy  prayses,  and  broad-blazed  lame. 
That  up  to  heven  u  blowne/'    The  anncient  dame 
Him  goodly  greeted  in  her  modest  guyse, 
And  entertejrnd  them  both,  as  best  became, 
With  all  the  court'sies  that  she  could  devyse, 
Ne  wanted  ought  to  shew  her  bounteous  or  wiis. 

xn. 

Thus  as  they  gan  of  sondrie  thinges  devise, 

Loe !  two  most  goodly  virgins  came  in  place, 

blinked  arme  in  arme'  in  lovely  wise ; 

With  oountensnce  demure,  ana  modest  grace. 

They  numbred  even  steps  and  equall  pace : 

Of  which  the  eldest,  that  Fidelia  hight. 

Like  sunny  beames  threw  from  her  christall  face 

That  coula  have  dazd  the  rash  beholders  sight, 

And  round  about  her  head  did  shine  like  hevena  ligh^ 

xnr. 

She  was  araied  all  in  lilly  white. 
And  in  her  right  hand  bore  a  cup  of  gold. 
With  wine  and  water  fild  up  to  the  hifht. 
In  which  a  serpent  did  himselfe  enfold. 
That  horrour  made  to  all  that  did  behold  ; 
But  she  no  whitt  did  chaunge  her  constant  mood  ' 
And  in  her  other  hand  she  ^ist  did  hold 
A  booke,  that  was  both  signd  and  seald  with  bloc 
Wherein  darke  things  were  writt,  bard  to  be  uuc 
stood. 

xrv. 

Her  yonn^r  sister,  that  Speranza  hight. 

Was  cUid  in  blew,  that  her  beseemed  well  ; 

Not  all  so  chearefiill  seemed  she  of  sight. 

As  was  her  sister ;  whether-dread  did  dv^rell 

Or  anguish  in  her  hart,  is  hard  to  tell : 

Upon  her  arme  a  silver  anchor  lay, 

Wliereon  she  leaned  ever,  as  befell ; 

And  ever  up  to  heven,  as  she  di<l  prnv. 

Her  stedfast  eyes  were  bent,  ne  swarved  ot}»er  w 
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The^,  seeing  Uat»  towardea  her  gaa  wend, 
Who  tfaem  encoonten  with  like  conrteaee ; 
Many  kind  speeches  they  betweene  them  spend, 
And  greatly  loy  each  other  for  to  see : 
Then  to  the  knight  with  shamefast  modestie 
They  tome  themselres,  at  Unaes  meeke  request, 
And  him  salnte  with  well  beseeming  glee ; 
Yfho  fidre  them  qnites,  as  him  beseemed  best, 
And  goodly  gan  disconrse  of  many  a  noble  gest. 

ZTI. 

Then  Una  thos ;  *'  But  she,  your  sister  dears. 

The  deare  Chanssa,  where  is  she  become  ? 

Or  wants  she  health,  or  bnsie  is  elsvrhere  V 

**  Ah !  no,"  said  they, "  but  forth  she  may  not  come ; 

For  she  of  late  is  lightned  of  her  wombe. 

And  hath  encieast  Uie  world  with  one  sonne  more. 

That  her  to  see  should  be  but  troublesome." 

«'  Indeed,"  ouoth  she,  "  that  should  her  trouble  sore  ; 

But  tfaankt  be  God,  and  her  encrease  so  evennora !" 

Then  said  the  aged  Cselia :  "  Deare  dame, 
And  you,  good  sir,  I  wote  that  of  youre  toyle 
And  labors  long,  tiirough  which  ye  hether  came. 
Ye  both  forwearied  be :  therefore  a  whyle 
I  read  yon  rest,  and  to  your  bowres  recoyle," 
Then  called  she  a  groome,  that  forth  him  ledd 
Into  a  goodly  lodge,  and  ^[an  despoile 
Of  puissant  axmes,  and  laid  in  easie  bedd : 
His  name  was  meeke  Obedience  rightfully  aredd. 


XTzn. 

Now  when  their  wearie  limbes  with  kindly  rest, 
And  bodies  were  refiresht  with  dew  repast, 
Fayre  Una  gan  Fidelia  fayre  request. 
To  have  her  knight  into  ner  schoolehous  plaste. 
That  of  her  heavenly  learning  he  might  tasie. 
And  heare  the  wisedom  of  her  wordes  divine. 
She  graunted  :  and  that  knight  so  much  agraste 
That  she  him  taught  oelestiajil  discipline. 
And  opened  his  dull  eyes,  that  light  mote  in  them 
shine. 

XIX. 

And  that  her  ssered  booke,  with  blood  ywritt. 
That  none  could  reade  except  she  did  them  teach, 
She  unto  him  disclosed  eveiy  whitt ; 
And  heavenly  documents  thereout  did  preach, 
That  weaker  witt  of  man  could  never  reach  *, 
Of  God  ;  of  Grace ;  of  Justice ;  of  Free-will  ; 
That  wonder  was  to  heare  her  goodly  speach : 
For  she  was  hable  with  her  wordes  to  kill. 
And  rayse  againe  to  life  the  hart  that  she  did  thrill. 


XX. 

And,  when  she  list  poure  out  her  larger  spright, 
She  would  commaund  the  hasty  sunne  to  vtay, 
Or  backward  tume  his  course  from  hevens  bight : 
Sometimes  great  hostes  of  men  she  could  dismay  ; 
Diy-afaod  to  passe  she  parts  the  flouds  in  tway ; 
And  eke  huge  mountaines  from  their  native  seat 
She  would  commaund  themselves  to  beare  away. 
And  throw  in  raging  sea  with  roaring  threat : 
Almightie  God  her  gave  such  powre  and  puissaunce 
great. 


XXk 

The  iaithfull  knight  now  grew  in  little  space. 

By  hearing  her,  and  by  her  sistere  lore, 

To  such  pierfection  of  all  hevenly  grace, 

That  wretched  world  he  gan  for  to  abhore, 

And  mortall  life  gao  loath  as  thing  forlore, 

Greevd  with  remembrance  of  his  wicked  weyee, 

And  prickt  with  anguish  of  his  sinnes  so  sore. 

That  ne  desirde  to  end  his  wretched  dayes  : 

So  much  the  dart  of  sinfull  guilt  the  soule  dismayes ' 

xxn. 

But  wise  Speranza  gave  him  comfort  sweet, 

And  taught  him  how  to  take  assured  hold 

Upon  her  silver  anchor,  as  was  meet  \ 

Els  had  bb  sinnes  so  great  and  manifold 

Made  him  forget  all  that  Fidelia  told. 

In  this  distressed  doubtfull  agony. 

When  him  his  dearest  Una  did  behold 

Disdeining  life,  desiring  leave  to  dye. 

She  found  her  selfe  assayld  widi  greut  perplexity  ; 

xxm* 

And  came  to  Cslia  to  declare  her  smart ; 

Who  well  acquainted  with  that  commune  plight, 

Which  sinfull  horror  workes  in  wounded  hart. 

Her  wisely  comforted  all  that  she  might, 

With  goodly  counsell  and  advisement  right ; 

And  straightway  sent  with  carefull  diligence, 

To  fetch  a  leach,  the  which  had  great  insight 

In  that  disease  of  grieved  conscience,         [Patience 

And  well  could  cure  the    same :  his    name  was 


xxrv. 

Who,  comming  to  that  sowle-diseased  knight. 
Could  hardly  him  intreat  to  tell  his  grief : 
Which  knowne,  and  all,  that  noyd  his  heavie  spright. 
Well  searcht,  eflsoones  he  gan  apply  relief 
Of  salves  and  med'cines,  which  had  passing  prief  \ 
And  thereto  added  wordes  of  wondrous  might : 
By  which  to  ease  he  him  recured  brief. 
And  much  aswag'd  the  passion  of  his  plight. 
That  he  his  peine  endur'd,  as  seeming  now  more 
light. 


I 


XXV. 


But  yet  the  cause  and  root  of  all  his  ill. 

Inward  conruption  and  infected  sin, 

Not  purg'd  nor  heald,  behind  remained  still. 

And  festrin^  sore  did  ranckle  yett  witliia, 

Close  creepuff  twixt  the  marow  and  the  skin : 

Which  to  extirpe,  he  laid  him  privily 

Uowne  in  a  darksome  lowly  place  far  in, 

Whereas  he  meant  his  c6rrosives  to  apply. 

And  with  straight  diet  tame  his  stubborne  malady. 

XXVT. 

In  ashes  and  sackcloth  he  did  array 
His  daintie  corae,  proud  humora  to  abate ; 
And  dieted  with  fasting  evexy  day, 
The  Swelling  of  his  woundes  to  mitigate  ; 
And  made  him  pray  both  earely  and  eke  late  : 
And  ever,  as  superfluous  flesh  did  rott, 
Amendment  readie  still  at  hand  did  wayt 
To  pluck  it  out  with  pincers  fyrie  whott 
lliat  soone  in  him  was  lefte  no  one  corrupted  iott< 
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And  bitter  Pennmee,  with  an  yom  wbip. 

Was  wont  him  once  to  disple  erery  day  : 

And  sharp  Remorse  bis  hart  did  prick  and  nip. 

That  drops  of  blood  thence  like  a  well  did  play  : 

And  sad  Repentance  used  to  embay 

Hia  body  in  salt  water  smarting  sore, 

llie  filthy  blottes  of  sin  to  wash  away. 

So  in  short  space  they  did  to  health  restore      [dore. 

The  man  that  would  not  live,  but  erst  lay  at  deathes 

ZXTKI. 

tn  which  his  torment  often  was  so  great, 

That,  like  a  lyon,  he  would  cry  and  rore  ; 

And  rend  his  flesh ;  and  his  owne  sycewes  eat 

His  owne  deare  Una,  hearing  eTeimore 

His  ruefiill  sbriekes  and  gronings,  often  tore 

Her  ^iltlesse  garments  and  her  golden  heare. 

For  pitty  of  his  pajrne  and  ang^nish  sore : 

Yet  all  with  patience  wisely  she  did  beare ; 

For  well  she  wist  his  cryme  could  els  be  nerer  cleare 

XZIX. 

Whom,  thus  recovered  by  wise  Patience 

And  trew  Repentaunce,  they  to  Una  brought ; 

Who,  ioyous  of  his  cured  conscience. 

Him  dearely  kist,  and  fayrely  eke  besought* 

Himselfe  to  chearish,  ana  consuming  thought 

To  pot  away  out  of  his  carefuU  brest. 

By  this  Charissa,  late  in  child-bed  brought. 

Was  woxen  strong,  and  left  her  fruitfull  nest : 

To  her  fayre  Una  brought  this  unacquainted  guest 


She  was  a  woman  in  her  freahest  age. 
Of  wondrous  beauty,  and  of  bounty  rare. 
With  goodly  grace  and  comely  personage. 
That  was  on  earth  not  easie  to  compare ; 
Full  of  great  love ;  but  Cupids  wanton  snare 
As  hell  she  hated  ;  chaste  m  worke  and  will ; 
Her  necke  and  brests  were  erer  open  bare, 
That  ay  thereof  her  babes  might  sucke  their  fill ; 
The  rest  was  all  in  yellow  robes  aiayed  still. 


zxu. 

A  multitude  of  babes  about  her  hong, 
Flaying  their  sportes,  that  ioyed  her  to  behold  ; 
Whom  still  she  ted,  whiles  they  were  weake  and  youngs 
But  thrust  them  forth  still  as  they  wexed  old  : 
And  on  her  head  she  wore  a  tyre  of  gold, 
Adomd  with  gemmes  and  owches  wondrous  fayre. 
Whose  passing  price  uneatb  was  to  be  told : 
And  by  I:er  syde  there  sate  a  gentle  pay  re 
Of  turtle  doTes,  she  sitting  in  an  yyory  chayre* 

xxzn. 

The  knight  and  Una  entriog  fayre  her  greet. 

And  bid  her  ioy  of  that  her  happy  brood  ; 

Who  them  requites  with  court  sies  seeming  meet. 

And  entertaynes  with  friendly  chearefuU  mood. 

llien  Una  her  besought,  to  be  so  good 

As  in  her  Feituous  nues  to  schoole,  her  knight. 

Now  after  all  his  torment  well  withstood 

In  that  sad 


Had  past 


d.\jQi^^g^^^Pff;a/miti^  where  his  spri^ht 
the  paines  ot  hell  and  long-enduring  night 


XXXIII. 

She  was  right  ioroas  of  her  iust  request ; 
And,  taking  by  the  hand  that  faeries  Sonne, 
Gan  him  instruct  in  ererie  good  behest. 
Of  lore ;  and  righteouanesii ;  and  well  to  donne , 
And  wrath  and  hatred  warely  to  shonne. 
That  drew  on  men  gods  hatred  and  his  wrath. 
And  many  soules  in  dolours  had  fordonne  : 
In  which  when  him  she  well  instructed  hath, 
From  thence  to  hearen  she  teacheth  him  the  ready 
path. 

auxtv. 

Wherein  his  weaker  wandring  steps  to  ffuyde, 

An  auncient  matrone  ahe  to  her  does  csil. 

Whose  sober  lookea  her  wisedome  well  descryde; 

Her  name  waa  mercy ;  well  knowne  orer  all 

To  be  both  gpratious  and  eke  liberall : 

To  whom  the  carefull  charge  of  him  ahe  gave, 

To  leade  aright,  that  he  ahould  nerer  fall 

In  all  his  waies  throueh  thii  wide  worldea  wave ; 

That  mercy  in  the  end  his  righteous  soule  might  save 


The  godly  matitme  by  the  hand  him  beavM 
Forth  from  her  presence,  by  a  narrow  way, 
Scattied  with  bushy  thomes  and  ragged  breares, 
Whieh  BtOl  before  him  she  remo? *d  away. 
That  nothing  might  his  ready  passage  stay : 
And  erer  when  hia  feet  encombred  were. 
Or  gan  to  shrinks,  or  from  the  rirht  to  strsy. 
She  held  him  fast,  and  fixmely  did  upbe^re  ; 
As  careful]  noorse  her  child  from  falling  oft  does 


XXXVI. 

Estsoones  unto  an  holy  hospitall. 

That  waa  foreby  the  way,  sne  did  him  bring ; 

In  which  seren  bead-men,  that  had  vowed  all 

Their  life  to  service  of  high  heavens  king, 

Did  spend  their  daies  in  doing  godly  thing : 

Their  gates  to  all  were  open  evermore. 

That  by  the  wearie  way  were  travailing ; 

And  one  sate  wayting  ever  them  before. 

To  call  in  commera-by,  that  needy  were  and  pore. 

xxxvn. 

The  first  of  them,  that  eldest  was  and  best. 
Of  all  the  houae  had  charge  and  govemement. 
As  guardian  and  steward  of  the  rest : 
Hia  office  was  to  give  entertainem^nt 
And  lodging  unto  all  that  came  and  went ; 
Not  unto  such  as  could  him  feast  againe. 
And  double  quite  for  that  he  on  them  spent ; 
But  such,  as  want  of  harbour  did  constrain* : 
Those  for  Gods  sake  his  dewty  was  to  eniertaiii«. 

zxxvnx. 

The  second  was  as  almner  of  the  jplace  * 

His  office  was  Uie  hungry  for  to  feed. 

And  thirsty  give  to  drmke ;  a  worke  of  ffraee  t 

He  feard  not  once  himselfe  to  be  in  need, 

Ne  car'd  to  boord  for  those  whom  he  did  broede ; 

The  grace  of  God  he  layd  np  still  in  stora. 

Which  aa  a  atocke  he  left  unto  his  seede : 

He  had  enough ;  what  need  him  care  for  more  T 

And  had  he  lease,  yet  some  be  would  give  to  the  par«b 
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The  third  had  of  their  wardrobe  custody. 

In  which  were  not  rich  tyres,  nor  garments  gay, 

The  plumes  of  pride,  and  winges  of  vanity, 

But  clothes  meet  to  keep  keene  cold  away. 

And  naked  nature  seemely  to  aray ; 

With  which  hare  wretoheid  wights  he  dayly  dad. 

The  images  of  God  in  earthly  day ; 

And,  if  Uut  no  spare  dothes  to  gire  he  had. 

His  owne  oote  he  would  cut,  and  it  distribute  glad. 


XL. 

The  fourth  appointed  by  his  office  was 
Poore  prisoners  to  relieve  with  gratious  ayd. 
And  enitives  to  redeeme  with  price  of  bras 
From  Turkes  and  Sarazins,  which  them  had  stayd ; 
And  though  they  faulty  were,  yet  well  he  wayd, 
That  God  to  us  forgiveth  every  howre 
Much  more  then  that  why  thev  in  bands  were  layd  ; 
And  he,  that  harrowd  heU  with  heavie  stowre, 
The  faulty  soules  from  thence  brought  to  his  hea- 
Tenly  bowre. 

ZLE. 

The  fift  had  charge  sick  persons  to  attend. 
And  comfort  those  in  point  of  death  which  lay ; 
For  them  moat  needeth  comfort  in  the  end, 
When  Sin,  and  Hell,  and  Death,  doe  moat  dismay 
The  feeble  soule  departing  hence  away. 
All  is  but  lost,  that  living  we  bestow. 
If  not  wdl  ended  at  our  aying  day. 
O  man !  have  mind  of  that  last  bitter  throw ; 
For  as  the  tree  does  &11,  so  lyes  it  ever  low. 

zur. 

The  sizt  bad  charge  of  them  now  being  dead» 

In  seemely  sort  their  corses  to  engrave. 

And  deck  with  daintv  flowres  their  brydall  bed. 

That  to  their  heavenly  Bpouse  both  sweet  and  brave 

They  might  appeare,  when  he  their  soules  shall  save. 

The  wondrous  workmanship  of  Gods  owne  mould. 

Whose  face  he  made  all  beastes  to  feare,  and  g^ve 

AU  in  his  hand,  even  dead  we  honour  should. 

Ah,  dearest  God,  me  grannt,  I  dead  be  not  defould  ! 

zuxi* 

The  seventh,  now  after  death  and  buriall  done. 
Had  charge  the  tender  orphans  of  the  dead 
And  wydowes  ayd,  least  they  should  be  undone : 
In  fiice  of  iudgement  he  their  right  would  plead, 
Ne  ought  the  powre  of  miffhty  men  did  diead 
In  their  defence ;  nor  would  tor  gold  or  fee 
Be  wonne  their  rightfuU  causes  downe  to  tread : 
And,  when  they  stood  in  most  necessitee. 
He  did  supply  their  want,  and  gave  them  ever  free. 

zuv. 

There  when  the  elfin  knight  arrived  was. 
The  first  and  chiefest  of  tne  seven,  whose  care 
Was  guests  to  welcome,  towsrdes  him  did  pas : 
Where  seeing  Merde,  that  his  steps  upbare 
And  alwaies  led,  to  her  with  reverence  rare 
He  humbly  louted  in  meeke  lowlinesse, 
And  seemely  welcome  for  her  did  prepare : 
For  of  their  order  she  was  jpatronesse, 
Albe  Chttisaa  were  their  chiefest  founderesse. 


XLV. 

There  she  awhile  him  staves,  himselfe  to  rest. 

That  to  the  rest  more  hable  be  mia^ht  bee . 

During  which  time,  in  every  good  behest* 

And  godly  works  of  almes  and  charitee, 

Shee  him  instructed  with  great  industree. 

Shortly  therein  so  perfect  he  became. 

That,  from  the  first  unto  the  last  degree. 

His  mortall  life  he  learned  had  to  frame 

In  holy  righteousnesse,  without  rebuke  or  blame. 

.  ZLVX* 

Thence  forward  by  that  painfull  way  they  pas 
Forth  to  an  hill,  that  was  both  steepe  and  by  ^ 
On  top  whereof  a  sacred  chapel  was. 
And  eke  a  little  hermitage  thereby. 
Wherein  an  aged  holy  man  did  lie. 
That  day  and  night  said  his  devotion, 
Ne  other  worldly  busines  did  apply  : 
His  name  was  Hftvanly  (qf^n»£i«.pio»i»ii  . 

Of  God  and  goodness,  was  his  meditation. 

ZLvn. 

Great  grace  that  old  man  to  him  given  had ; 
For  God  he  often  saw  from  heavens'  bight : 
AU  were  bis  earthly  eien  both  blunt  and  bad. 
And  through  great  age  had  lost  their  kindly  sight. 
Yet  wondrous  ouiok  and  persaunt  was  his  spright, 
As  eagles  eie,  tnat  can  heboid  the  sunne. 
That  hill  they  scale  with  dl  their  powre  and  might. 
That  his  fraile  thighes,  nigh  weary  and  fordonne, 
Gan  faile;  but,  by  her  helpe,  the  lop  at  last  he  woune 

ZLVIIf. 

There  they  doe  finde  that  godly  aged  sire. 

With  snowy  lockes  adowne  his  shoulders  shed ; 

As  hoary  firost  with  spangles  doth  attire 

The  mossy  braunches  of  an  oke  halfe  ded. 

Each  bone  might  through  his  body  well  be  red, 

And  every  sinew  seene,  through  his  long  fast : 

For  nought  he  car'd  his  carcas  long  unfed ; 

His  mind  was  full  of  spiritudi  repast. 

And  pyn'd  his  flesh  to  keep  his  body  low  and  chast 

ZLIZ. 

Who,  when  these  two  approaching  he  aspide, 
At  their  first  presence  grew  agrie^ed  sore. 
That  font  him  lay  his  herenly  thoughts  aside , 
And  had  he  not  mat  dame  respectea  more. 
Whom  highly  he  did  reverence  and  adore, 
He  would  not  once  have  moved  for  the  knight. 
They  him  saluted,  standing  far  afore ; 
Who,  well  them  greeting,  humbly  did  requight. 
And  asked,  to  what  end  they  clomb  that  tedious  bight* 

<*What  end,"  quoth  she,  "should  canie  us  take  such 

peine. 
But  mat  same  end,  which  every  living  wight 
Should  make  his  marke,  high  heaven  to  attaine ! 
Is  not  from  hence  the  way,  that  leadeth  ri^^ht 
To  that  most  glorious  house,  that  glistreih  bright 
With  burning  starres  and  everliving  fire, 
Whereof  the  keies  are  to  thy  hand  behight 
By  vrise  Fidelia  ?  She  doth  thee  require. 
To  shew  it  to  this  knight,  according  his  desire/' 
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"  Thrise  Happy  man,**  oaid  then  the  father  f^^e, 

"  Whose  8tag?ering  8te]p8  thy  steady  hand  doth  lead. 

And  shewes  the  way  hia  siniull  aoule  to  aave  1 

Who  better  can  the  way  to  heaven  aread 

Then  thou 'thy  selfe,  that  waa  both  borne  and  bred 

In  hevenly  throne,  where  thousand  angels  shine  T 

Thou  doest  the  oraiers  of  the  righteous  seed 

Present  before  tne  Majesty  Divine* 

And  his  avenging  wnuh  to  clemency  incline. 

**  Yet,  since  thou  bidst,  thy  pleasure  shal  be  donne. 

Then  come,  thou  man  of  eartn,  and  see  the  way. 

That  never  yet  was  seene  of  Fanes  sonne ; 

That  never  leads  the  trareiler  SAtray, 

But,  after  labors  long  and  sad  delay, 

hrings  them  to  ioyoua  rest  and  endlesse  blis. 

But  first  thou  must  a  season  fast  and  pray, 

Till  from  her  bands  the  spright  assoiled  is. 

And  hav6  her  strength  recur  d  from  fiaile  infinnitis.*' 
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That  done,  he  leads  him  to  the  highest  mount ; 

Such  one,  as  that  same  mighty  man  of  God, 

That  blood-red  billowes  like  a  walled  6ront 

On  either  side  disparted  with  his  rod. 

Till  that  his  army  dry-foot  through  them  yod. 

Dwelt  forty  daies  upon  ;  where,  writt  in  stone 

With  bloodv  letters  by  the  hand  of  God, 

The  bitter  doome  of  death  and  balefull  mone 

He  did  receive,  whUes  flashing  fire  about  him  shone: 


LIT. 

Or  like  that  sacred  hill,  whose  head  full  hie, 
Adomd  with  fruitfull  olives  all  arownd. 
Is,  as  it  were  for  endlesse  memory 
Of  that  deare  Lord  who  oft  thereon  was  fownd. 
For  ever  with  a  flowring  girlond  crownd  : 
Or  like  that  pleasaunt  mount,  that  is  for  ay 
I'hrough  famous  poets  verse  each  where  renownd. 
On  which  the  thrise  three  learned  ladies  play 
Their  hevenly  notes^  and  make  full  many  a  lovely 
lay. 

LV. 

From  thence,  far  off  he  unto  him  did  shew 
A  little  path,  that  was  both  steepe  and  long. 
Which  to  a  goodly  citty  led  his  vew  ;  [strone 

Whose  wals  and    towres  were    builded  high  and 
Of  perle  and  precious  stone,  that  earthly  tong 
Cannot  describe,  nor  wit  of  man  can  tell ; 
Too  high  a  ditty  for  my  simple  song  ! 
The  citty  of  the  Greate  King  bight  it  well, 
Wherein  etemall  peace  and  happinesse  doth  dwell. 


LVl. 

As  he  thereon  stood  gazing,  be  might  see 

The  blessed  Angels  to  and  fro  descend 

From  highest  heven  in  gladsome  companee. 

And  with  great  ioy  into  that  citty  wend. 

As  commonly  as  freud  does  with  his  frend. 

Whereat  he  wondred  much,  and  gan  enquere. 

What  stately  building  durst  so  high  extend 

l^er  lof^y  towres  unto  the  starry  sphere. 

And  what  unknowen  nation  there  empeopled  were. 
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Faire  knight,"  quoth  he,  "  Hienisalem  that  is, 
The  New  HierusaUon,  that  God  has  built 
For  those  to  dwell  in,  that  are  chosen  his. 
His  chosen  people  purg'd  from  sinful  g^lt 
With  pretious  Mood,  which  cruelly  waa  spilt 
On  cursed  tree,  of  that  unspotted  Lam, 
That  for  the  sinnes  of  al  the  world  was  kilt : 
Now  are  they  saints  all  in  that  oitty  sam. 
More  dear  unto  their  God  than  younglings  to  their 
dam." 

Lvxn. 

"  Till  now,"  said  then  the  knight,  "  I  weened  well, 
That  great  Cleopolis  where  I  have  beene, 
In  which  that  ikirest  Fary  Queene  doth  dwell. 
The  fairest  cit^  waa  that  mi^ht  be  seene ; 
And  that  bright  towre,  all  built  of  christall  dene, 
Fanthea,  seemd  the  brightest  thing  that  was : 
But  now  by  proofs  all  otherwise  1  weene  i 
For  this  great  citty  that  does  fiir  surpaa. 
And  tliis  bright  Angela  town  quite  dims  that  towre 
of  glaa." 

Most  trew,"  then  said  the  holy  aged  man ; 

Vet  is  Cleopolis,  for  earthly  frame. 
The  fairest  peeoe  that  eie  beSolden  can ; 
And  weh  beseemes  all  knighta  of  noble  name, 
That  covett  in  th'  immortal]  booke  of  fame 
To  be  eternized,  that  same  to  haunt. 
And  doen  their  service  to  that  soversigne  dame» 
That  glory  doea  to  them  for  guerdon  grount : 
For  she  la  hevenly  borne,  and  heaven  may  iustly 
vaunt. 

LZ. 

*'  And  thou,  &ire  ymp,  sprong  out  from  English  race. 
How  ever  now  accompted  ELfina  sonne. 
Well  worthy  doest  thy  service  for  her  graoe, 
To  aide  a  virgin  deaokte  fordonne. 
But  when  thou  &mou8  victory  hast  wonne. 
And  high  emongst  all  knights  hast  hong  thy  shield. 
Thenceforth  the  suitt  of  earthly  conquest  sbonne. 
And  wash  thy  hands  from  guilt  of  bloody  field  : 
For  blood  can  nought  but  ain,  and  wars  butsorrowa 
yield. 

LZX. 

**  Then  seek  this  path  that  I  to  thee  prea^ge. 

Which  after  all  to  heaven  shall  thee  send  ; 

Then  peaceably  thy  painefiiU  pilgrimage 

To  yonder  same  Uierusalem  doe  bend. 

Where  is  for  thee  ordaind  a  blessed  end  : 

For  thou  emongst  those  saints,  whom  thou  doest  a«re 

Shalt  be  a  saint,  and  thine  owne  nationa  frend 

And  patrone :  thou  Saint  G9org9  ahalt  calM  bee» 

Saini  George  of  mery  Engt^ndf  the  eigne  of  viotoreo.* 


LXII. 

<*  Unworthy  wretch,"  quoth  he,  "  of  so  great  ^race* 
How  dare  1  thinke  such  glory  to  attaine '" 
"  These,  that  have  it  attaynd,  were  in  lika  9Ace>»** 
Quuth  he,  "  as  wretched,  and  liv'd  in  like  paix^*** 
'*  But  deeds  of  armes  must  I  at  last  be  faintt 
And  ladies  love  to  leave,  so  dearaly  bought  1" 
**  What  need  of  armes,  where  peace  doth  vfrvtnmin^^ 
Said  he,  **  and  battailea  none  are  to  he  fyoght  t 
As  for  loose  loves,  they'are  raine,  and  raaialft  into 
nought." 
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**  O  let  me  not,"  qnoth  be,  "  then  tume  againe 

Backe  to  the  world,  whose  ioyes  so  fruitlesse  are  ; 

But  let  me  here  for  aie  in  peace  remaine. 

Or  streightway  on  that  last  long  voiage  fare, 

That  nothing  may  my  present  hope  empare." 

^  That  may  not  l>e,"  said  he,  '*  ne  maist  thou  yitt 

Forgoe  that  I03ral  maides  bequeathed  care. 

Who  did  her  cause  into  thy  hand  committ, 

Till  firom  her  cursed  foe  thou  haye  her  freely  quitt** 

LZIT* 

<'  Then  shall  I  loone,*'  quoth  he,  '<  so  God  me  grace, 

Abett  that  rixgins  cause  disconsolate, 

And  shortly  iNick  retume  unto  this  place. 

To  walke  this  way  in  pilgrims  poore  estate. 

But  now  axead,  old  father,  why  of  late 

Didst  thou  behight  me  borne  of  English  blood. 

Whom  all  a  Faeries  sonne  doen  nominate  V* 

**  That  word  shall  1,"  said  he,  "  avounchen  good, 

Sith  to  thee  is  unknowne  the  cradle  of  thy  brood. 

Lxy. 

"  For  wen  I  wote  thou  springst  from  ancient  race 
Of  Saxon  kinges,  that  have  with  mightie  hand, 
And  many  bloody  battailes  fought  in  place. 
High  reara  their  ro3rall  throne  in  Britane  land. 
Aim  yanquisht  them,  unable  to  withstand : 
From  thence  a  Faery  thee  unweeting  reft. 
There  as  thou  slepst  in  tender  swadling  band, 
And  her  base  Elfin  brood  there  for  thee  left : 
8ach,  men  do  chaungelinga  call,  so  chaung'd  by 
"     '     theft* 


Lm. 


"  Thence  she  thee  brought  into  this  Faery  lond, 
And  in  an  heaped  furrow  did  thee  hyde  ; 
Where  thee  a  ploughman  all  unweeting  fond, 
As  he  his  toylesome  teme  that  way  did  guyde, 
And  brought  thee  up  in  ploughraans  state  to  byde. 
Whereof  Georges  he  thee  gave  to  name ; 
Till  prickt  with  courage,  and  thy  forces  pryde. 
To  Fary  court  thou  cam'st  to  seek  for  fame. 
And  proye  thy  puissant  armes,  as  seemes  thee  best 
became." 

txyir. 

"  O  holy  sire,"  quoth  he, "  how  shall  I  quight 

The  many  favours  I  with  thee  have  fownd. 

That  hast  my  name  and  nation  redd  aright. 

And  taueht  the  way  that  does  to  heayen  bownd  !'* 

This  saide,  adowne  he  looked  to  the  grownd 

To  haye  retumd,  but  dazed  were  his  eyne 

Through  passing  brightnes,  which  did  quite  confouna 

His  feeble  sence,  and  too  exceeding  shyne. 

So  darke  are  earthly  tfainges  compard  to  things  diyine  ! 

Lxyxn. 

At  last,  whenas  hzmselfe  he  gan  to  fynd, 

To  Una  back  he  cast  him  to  ratyre ; 

Who  him  awaited  still  with  pensiye  mynd. 

Great  thankes,  and  goodly  meed,  to  that  good  syre 

He  thens  derwrting  gaye  for  his  paynes  hyre. 

So  came  to  Una,  who  him  ioyd  to  see ; 

And,  after  Httle  rest,  gan  him  desyre 

Of  her  adyenture  myndfull  for  to  bee. 

So  leaye  they  take  of  Cslia  and  her  daughters  three 
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The  kniffht  with  that  old  dngon  fights 

Two  oayes  incessantly : 
The  third,  him  cyerthrowes ;  and  gayns 

Most  glorious  yictoiy. 


High  time  now  gan  it  wex  for  Una  fayre 

To  thinke  of  those  her  captiye  parents  deare, 

And  their  forwasted  kingdom  to  repayre : 

Whereto  whenas  they  now  approched  neare. 

With  hartie  wordea  ner  kntght  she  gan  to  chearei 

And  in  her  modest  manner  thus  bespake ; 

*'  Deare  knight,  as  deare  as  ever  knight  was  deare, 

That  all  these  sorrows  suffsr  for  my  sake, 

High  beyen  behold  the  tedious  toyle,  ye  for  me  take  I 

n« 

"  Now  are  we  come  unto  my  natfye  soyle, 

And  to  the  place  where  all  our  perilles  dwell ; 

Here  hauntes  that  feend,  and  does  his  daily  spoyle ; 

Therefore  henceforth  bee  at  your  keeping  well. 

And  ever  ready  fo'  your  foeman  fell : 

The  apark  of  noble  corage  now  awake. 

And  strive  your  excellent  selfe  to  ex  cell : 

That  shall  ye  evermore  renowmed  make 

Above  all  knights  on  earth,  that  batteill  undertake." 


m* 


And  pointing  forth,  "  Lo !  yonder  is,"  said  she, 

"  The  brasen  towre,  in  which  my  parents  deare 

For  dread  of  that  huge  feend  empnsond  be ; 

Whom  I  tcom  far  see  on  the  walls  appeare. 

Whose  sight  my  feeble  soule  doth  greatly  cheare : 

And  on  the  top  of  all  I  do  espye 

The  watchman  wayting  tydings  glad  to  heare , 

That,  O  my  parents,  might  I  happily 

Unto  you  bnng,  to  ease  you  of  your  misery  !' 


ry. 

With  that  they  heard  a  roaring  hideous  sownd. 
That  all  the  ayre  with  terror  filled  wyde. 
And  seemd  uneath  to  shake  the  stednst  ground, 
Eftsoones  that  dreadful  dragon  they  espyae« 
Where  stretcht  he  lay  upon  the  sunny  side 
Of  a  great  hill,  bimselfe  like  a  great  bill : 
But,  all  so  scone  as  he  from  far  descryde 
lliose  glistring  armes  that  heven  with  light  did  fill, 
He  rousd  bimselfe  full   blyth,  and  hastned  them 
untill. 
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Then  btdd  the  knight  his  lady  yede  aloof. 

And  to  an  hiU  herMlfe  withdimw  asyde : 

From  whence  she  might  hehold  that  battailles  proof, 

And  eke  he  safe  from  daunger  fiur  deaciyde : 

She  him  ohayd,  and  tomd  a  little  wyde. — 

Now,  O  thou  sacred  Muse,  most  learned  dame, 

Fayre  jrmpe  of  Phoehus  and  his  aged  hryde. 

The  nourse  of  time  and  ererlasting  fame. 

That  warlike  handes  ennohleatwitn  immortall  name ; 


ru 


O,  gently  come  into  my  feehle  breat, 
Come  g^tly  ;  hut  not  with  that  mightie  rage. 
Wherewith  the  martiall  troupes  thou  doest  infest. 
And  hartes  of  great  heroes  aoest  enrage. 
That  nought  their  kindled  corage  may  aswage : 
Soone  as  thy  dreadfull  trompe  begins  to  sownd, 
The  god  of  warre  with  his  ners  equipage 
Thou  dooHt  awake,  sleepe  nerer  he  so  sownd ; 
And  scared  nations  doest  with  horror  steme  astownd. 


Fayre  goddesse,  lay  that  furious  fitt  as3rde. 
Till  I  of  warres  and  bloody  Mars  doe  sing. 
And  Brvton  fieldes  with  Sarasin  blood  bedyde, 
Twizt  tnat  great  Faery  Queene,  and  Paynim  king. 
That  with  their  horror  heven  and  earth  did  ring ; 
A  worke  of  labour  long  and  endlesse  prayse: 
But  now  a  while  lett  downe  that  hau^tie  string 
And  to  my  tunes  thy  second  tenor  rayse, 
lliat  I  this  man  of  God  his  godly  armei  may  blaze. 


Tin. 

By  this,  the  dreadful  beast  drew  nigh  to  hsnd, 
Halfe  flying  snd  halfe  footing  in  his  haAte, 
That  with  his  largenesse  measured  much  land. 
And  made  wide  shadow  under  his  huge  waste  ; 
As  mountaine  doth  the  valley  oyercaste. 
Approching  nigh,  he  reared  nigh  afore 
His  body  monstrous,  horrible,  and  vaste ; 
Which,  to  increase  his  wondrous  greatnes  more. 
Was  swoln  with  wrath  and  poyson,  snd  with  bloody 
gore; 

And  oTer  all  with  brazen  scales  was  armd. 
Like  plated  cote  of  Steele,  so  couched  neare  [harmd 
That  nought  mote  peroe ;  ne  might  his  corse  he 
With  dint  of  swerd,  nor  push  of  pointed  speare ; 
Which,  as  an  eagle,  seeing  pray  appeare. 
His  aery  plumes  doth  rouze  fuu  rudely  dight ; 
So  shakea  he,  that  horror  was  to  hears : 
For,  as  the  clashing  of  an  armor  bright. 
Such  noyse  his  rouzed  scales  dia  send  unto  the 
knight. 

z. 

His  fla|^  winges,  when  forth  he  did  display, 
Were  like  two  sayles,  in  which  the  hollow  wynd 
Is  gathered  full,  and  worketh  speedy  wsy : 
And  eke  the  pennes,  that  did  bis  pineons  bynd, 
Were  like  mayne-yardea  with  flying  canyas  lynd ; 
With  which  whenas  him  list  the  ayre  to  beat, 
And  there  by  force  unwonted  nasssge  fynd, 
'J'he  doudes  before  him  fledd  mr  terror  great, 
And  dl  the  heyeni  stood  still  amaaed  with  his  threat. 


zi. 


His  huge  long  tsf le,  wownd  np  in  hundred  fbldest 
Does  overspnd  nis  long  bras-scaly  hack. 
Whose  wreathed  boughtes  when  erer  be  unfoldes. 
And  thick-entangled  knota  adown  doea  alack, 
Bespotted  as  wiUi  shieldes  of  red  and  blacks, 
It  sweepeth  all  the  land  behind  him  &rre. 
And  of  three  furlongs  does  but  litis  lacke } 
And  at  the  point  two  stinges  infixed  arre, 
Both  deadly  aharp,  that  sharpest  Steele  exccedea 
fiure. 


zn. 


But  stinges  and  shsrpest  Steele  did  hr  ezoeed 
The  sharpnesse  of  his  cruell  rending  clawes : 
Dead  was  it  sure,  as  sure  as  death  mdeed, 
Whst  ever  thing  does  touch  his  ravenous  pawes. 
Or  what  within  his  reach  he  ever  drawee. 
But  his  most  hideous  head  my  tongue  to  tell 
Does  tremble  ;  for  his  deepe  devouring  iawes 
Wyde  gaped,  like  the  pieslv  mouth  of  hell, 
Throu^  which  into  his  darke  abysse  all  tayin  fell. 


znz. 

And,  that  more  wondrous  was,  in  either  iaw 
Three  ranckes  of  yron  teeth  enraunged  were. 
In  which  yett  trickling  blood,  and  gobbets  raw, 
Of  late  devoured  bodies  did  appeare ; 
That  sight  thereof  bredd  cold  congesled  feare :  | 

Which  to  increase,  snd  aU  at  once  to  kill, 
A  dond  of  soioothering  smoke,  and  sulphure  seare^ 
Out  of  his  stinking  g^rge  forth  steemea  etill,  \ 

That  all  the  ayre  about  with  smoke  and  stench  did 
fill. 

znr. 

His  biasing  e^ei,  like  two  bright  shining  shieldes. 
Did  bums  with  wrath,  and  sparkled  living  fyre : 
As  two  broad  beacons,  sett  in  open  fieldes, 
Send  forth  their  flames  far  off  to  every  ahyre. 
And  warning  giye,  that  enemies  conspyrs 
With  6re  and  sword  the  region  to  invade ; 
So  flam'd  his  eyne  with  rage  snd  rancorous  yrs : 
But  far  within,  as  in  a  hollow  glade, 
Those  glaring  lampes  were  sett,  that  made  a  dreadfull 
shsde. 

xy. 

So  dreadfully  he  towaidea  him  did  pas, 

Forelifting  up  sloft  his  speckled  brest. 

And  often  bounding  on  tne  brused  gras, 

As  for  great  ioyance  of  his  new  come  guest, 

Efbroones  he  gan  advance  his  haughty  cn»st ; 

As  chaufied  bore  his  bristles  doth  upreare ; 

And  shoke  his  scsles  to  battaile  reaoy  drest,  [feore*') 

(That  made  the  Redcrosse  knight  nigh  quake  for 

As  bidding  bold  defyaunce  to  his  foeman  neare* 


xyi. 

The  knight  gan  iayrely  couch  hia  steady  speare. 
And  fiersly  ran  at  him  with  rigorous  might : 
The  pointed  Steele,  arriving  rudely  tfaeare. 
His  harder  hyde  would  newer  perce  nor  bi|^bt« 
But,  glauncing  by,  foorth  passed  forwsrd  ri|;ht  s 
Yet,  sore  amovea  with  so  puissaunt  push,  ^ 

The  wrsthfiill  beast  about  turn  tumea  light. 
And  him  so  rudely,  psssing  by,  did  brash 
With  his  long  tayle,  that  bone  tad  nan  to  ground 
did  rush* 
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Both  hone  ind  man  up  lightly  rose  u^e, 
And  freeh  encounter  towardes  him  aodrest ; 
But  th'  ydle  stroke  jet  bscke  recoyld  in  vaine. 
And  found  no  place  hia  deadly  point  to  rest. 
Exceeding  rage  enilam'd  the  furious  beast, 
To  be  ayeiu^ed  of  so  great  deitpight ; 
For  noTer  rott  his  imperceable  brest 
So  wondrous  force  fitom  hand  of  lining  wight : 
Yet  had  he  prov'd  the  powre  of  many  a  puissant 
knight. 

znn. 

llien,  with  his  wa^inff  wings  displayed  wyde, 
HimMlfe  up  high  he  tiited  nrom  the  ground, 
And  with  strong  flight  did  forcibly  diryde 
The  yielding  ayre,  which  nigh  too  feeble  found 
Her  flitting  parts,  and  element  unsound. 
To  beare  so  great  a  weight :  He,  cutting  way 
With  his  brMd  sables,  about  him  soared  rouud  ; 
At  last,  low  stoupmg  with  unweldy  sway, 
Snatcht  up  both  horse  and  man,  to  b«are  them  quite 
away. 

Long  be  them  bore  above  the  subject  pUdne, 
So  iar  as  ewghen  bow  a  shaft  may  send  ; 
Till  struggling  strong  did  him  at  last  oonstraine 
To  let  them  downe  b^ore  his  flightes  end : 
As  hagard  hanke,  presuming  to  contend 
With  hardy  fowle  above  his  hable  might. 
His  wearie  pounces  all  in  vaine  doth  spend 
To  trusse  the  pray  too  heavy  for  his  flight ; 
Which,  comming  down  to  ground,  dors  free  itselfe 
by  fight. 

XX. 

He  so  disseised  of  his  gryping  grosse, 
The  knight  his  thrillant  speare  again  assayd 
In  his  Ims-plated  body  to  embosse. 
And  three  mens  strength  unto  the  stroake  he  layd ; 
W'herewith  the  stiflTe  beame  quaked,  as  afirayd, 
And  glanncing  from  his  scaly  necke  did  glyde 
Close  under  his  left  wing,  then  broad  displayd  : 
The  perdng  Steele  there  wrought  a  wownd  full  wyde. 
That  with  the  (incouth  smart  the  monster  lowdly 
Clyde. 

SIT. 

He  cryde,  as  raging  seas  are  wont  to  rore. 
When  wintry  storme  his  wrathful  wreck  does  threat ; 
The  rolling  biHowes  beate  the  ragged  shore. 
As  they  the  earth  would  shoulder  from  her  seat ; 
And  gveedy  gulfe  does  gape,  as  he  would  Cwt 
His  neighbour  element  in  nis  revenge  : 
Thai  gm  the  blustring  brethren  boldly  threat 
To  move  the  world  ftom  off  his  stedfast  henge. 
And  boystzous  battaile  make,  each  other  to  avenge. 

XXR. 

The  steely  head  stuck  fiist  still  in  his  flesh 
Till  with  his  cruell  clawes  he  snatcht  the  wood, 
And  quite  asunder  broke :  forth  flowed  6ne«h 
A  gushing  river  of  blacke  gory  blood, 
Tust  drowned  all  the  land,  wliereon  he  stood  ; 
The  streame  thereof  would  drive  a  water>miU  : 
Trebly  augmented  was  his  fiirious  mood 
With  bitter  senoe  of  his  deepe  rooted  ill. 
That  flames  of  fire  he  threw  forth  from  his  large 
nosethrilL 


xxuu 

His  hideous  tayle  then  hurled  he  about, 
And  therewith  aU  enwrapt  the  nimble  thyes 
Of  his  froth-fomy  steed,  whose  courage  stout 
Striving  to  loose  the  knot  that  fast  him  tyes, 
Himseile  in  streighter  bandes  too  rash  implyes. 
That  to  the  ground  he  is  perforce  constraynd 
To  throw  his  ryder ;  who  can  quickly  ryse 
From  off  the  earth,  with  durty  blood  distaynd. 
For  that  reproohfuU  fidl  right  fowly  he  disdaynd ; 

zxnr. 

And  fercely  tooke  his  trenchard  blade  in  hand. 
With  which  he  stroke  so  furious  and  so  fell. 
That  nothing  seemd  the  puissaunce  could  withstand 
Upon  his  crest  the  hardned  yron  feU  ; 
But  his  more  hardned  crest  was  armd  so  well. 
That  deeper  dint  therein  it  would  not  make  ; 
Yet  so  extremely  did  the  buffe  him  quell. 
That  from  thenceforth  he  sliuod  the  like  to  take, 
But,  when  he  saw  them  come,  he  did  them  still 
forsake. 

XXV. 

The  knight  was  wroth  to  see  his  stroke  beg^yld, 
And  smot  againe  with  more  outrageous  might ; 
But  backe  againe  the  spercling  Steele  recoyld, 
And  left  not  any  marke  where  it  did  light. 
As  if  in  adamant  rocke  it  had  beene  pigbt. 
The  beast,  impatient  of  his  smarting  wound 
And  of  so  fierce  and  forcible  despight. 
Thought  with  his  winges  to  stye  above  the  ground  ; 
But  his  late  wounded  wing  unserviceable  found. 

XXVI. 

Then,  full  of  grief  and  anguish  vehement. 

He  lowdly  brayd,  that  like  was  never  heard  , 

And  from  his  wide  devouring  oven  sent 

A  flake  of  fire,  that,  flashing  in  his  beard. 

Him  all  amazd,  and  almost  made  afeard  : 

The  scorching  flame  sore  swinged  all  his  face, 

And  through  nis  armour  all  his  body  seard. 

That  he  could  not  endure  so  cruell  cace, 

But  thought  his  armes  to  leave,  and  helmet  to  unla^eb 


Not  that  great  champion  of  the  Antique  world. 
Whom  famous  poetes  verse  so  much  doth  vaunt. 
And  hath  for  twelve  huge  labours  high  extold. 
So  many  furies  and  sharpe  fits  did  haunt, 
When  him  the  poysond  garment  did  enchaunt. 
With  Centaures  blood  and  bloody  verses  charmd  ; 
As  did  this  knight  twelve  thousand  dolours  daunt, 
Whom  fyrie  Steele  now  burnt,  that  erst  him  armd ; 
'  That  erst  him  goodly  armd,  now  most  of  all  him 
harmd. 

xxvni. 

Faynt,  wearie,  sore^  emboyled,  grieved,  brent,  [fire 
With  heat,  toyle,  wounds,  armea,  smart,  and  inward 
Th*t  never  man  such  mischiefes  did  torment ; 
Death  better  were ;  death  did  he  oft  desire  ; 
But  death  will  never  come,  when  needes  require. 
Whom  so  dismayd  when  that  his  foe  beheld. 
He  cast  to  suffer  him  no  more  respire, 
But  ffan  his  sturdy  steme  about  to  weld. 
And  lum  so  strongly  stroke,  that  to  the  ground  him 
feld. 
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li«a>  ihI  bi»  hiii.kiDi»  uawiwtiait  vlhw*  ^  stood, 
0\  JAUk^tttmi  uiai«  dMi>»  wii»  a  «pcw^:«i^  wtVL, 
Krum  ^  luclft  twt  tncSdiHl  tucth  » tnlvor  food, 
Kuil  >^'  ^nMit  vMTtttiM,  «ml  lur  aoiieiBo  good : 
\>  h\  louM,  btflOfw  dMt  cHTwd  dr^eoa  fpol 
Ihai  hA|>(>v  tMHl»  Hud  «U  wttb  WAOi^oot  Uood 
IWvid  «iK>««  ^iftCfW  «iivy«.  H  i^rbihr  hot 
I  b«  \V id  <>i  Um  »  iM  >«t  b»  yjrtMM  had  forgot : 

Kor  uuto  Ut'<»  dw  «^Md  il  tOttM  notora, 

VaU  <uiU  ^t  «iufuU  <TyaM«  eWwM  miih  twmy ; 

I »Kvn\  Jkn  «tUh  ttckwwa*  woi«  inloetad  lore, 

It  vv'utu  '^'ur^ ;  aiki  «((^  koiur  d«ar 

K<  uo«« .  *&  v»M«  w^w^  Km  that  rmr  oty. 

'lv  ..)  >^\>  ;\  A«  «Mk(  Ui«>Imi«  «lid  exc«U, 

Vu.   a    ^tv:'^  UftiV  «»d«k«»tb«G«iiBUiSpao; 

\c  ^<ui  v'oiKUM\  «Kvr  Ht^bni*.  sMtck  thu  well : 

lu^vv  ui^  f^m  tW  itt^t  back  OTOKthfOWW  fell. 

Nim  ^<uk  ih«  (^^«a  riMrhii*  for  to  steepo 

UlM  aou«*  (»v^  IM  MIowiM  of  tbO  WMt, 

\>ui  K)%  r«m(  ^(«»^«o  watrad  in  ocaan  deape, 
W  .uU>A  (Miki  ttMtf  HMitaall  laboiin  thay  dad  real ; 
NV  K«Hi  ih.u  MlWttall  aioMtWt  haviag  kaat 
Uia  ^^suM  tW  uilo  lUt  living  wall, 
V  Hu  SiKh  «^U«iMMc«  hi»  hfoad  diaoolouiad  biaat 
W^v%»  Ku  xik^wlad  (Mich,  wilh  oottntananea  foil, 
Vusi  v«ii^'i  Um  >ivii  wiu^,  aa  TMtor  lia  did  dwelL 

\\  Uu  K  ^ihatt  h)«  panuva  lady  aaw  from  foira, 
I'tvvk^  vwHi  imhI  «vtrf»w  did  bar  aoula  aaaay, 
\  <  Ns « v«uu^  ihrtt  lb*  and  and  of  tha  warra ; 
\       .  •  t  'v«  ^(^h^Ml(  iSod  antirvly  pimy 
•  -i.t.   vsi  X  vl  V  )muuc^  tVutt  h«r  to  tttina  away : 
\\  t  \k  .v^vUsl  tutul^,  and  kuaaa  foil  lowly  bant, 

\:i      '  ' 


I»k4 


.  •\  -.iw  \\  4i\  ht «  u#  ouca  adowna  would  lay 

;<«  ov  UmtM  u*  bM  aad  duuimant, 
i>«^  u^  ^uU  did  waba»  aad  waking  did  lament. 

t^  •!  iv>w  ite»\t  gau  aariy  to  appaara, 
t  i«...i  tooo  to  rutta#  iMift  daily  race ; 
.  '\ .  iio  ttko  muirvw  naxt  gan  rea 

u    v  a  1*1^1  V  1  uwu  daawy  fooe, 
'u   ,v.*.Ii»  ^UKiu  (tKiVk  bar  pUca» 
'    '{  (Sou^.  il'  ah«»  tui^bt  apy 
'i   lo  i.i.ivu  Uii«  uMftiilv  paoa : 


V     « 


lIV 


•tUi  t>vlv>ra  bM  animy. 


^  ,v  "w.^    A*  i.vx»  Ci  ^mls  gray, 


«.<,  rtkV) 


„   I 


,  ^A..  -.  K«..'»s-'  ♦v*  >i^^^  «i*a* 


XZXT. 


Whom  when  the  damned  feend  so  fresh  did  spy, 
No  wonder  if  he  wondied  at  the  sight. 
And  doubted  whether  his  late  enimy 
It  were,  or  other  new  supplied  knight. 
He  now,  to  pro?e  his  late-renewed  might. 
High  brandishing  his  bright  deaw-buming  blade, 
Upon  his  crested  scalp  so  sore  did  smite. 
That  to  the  scull  a  yawning  wouod  it  mwle : 
The  deadly  dint  his  dulled  senoes  all  dismaid. 


XXXYI. 


I  wote  not,  whether  the  revenging  Steele 

Were  hardned  with  that  holy  water  dew 

Wherein  he  fell ;  or  sharper  edge  did  feele ; 

Or  his  baptised  hands  now  greater  grew ; 

Or  other  secret  rertue  did  ensew ; 

£Is  never  could  the  force  of  fleshly  arme, 

Ne  molten  mettall,  in  bis  blood  embrew : 

For,  till  that  stownd,  could  never  wight  him  hanne 

By  subtilty,  nor  alight,  nor  might,  nor  mighty  cbarme. 


xxxTn. 


The  cmell  wound  enraged  him  so  sore, 

That  loud  he  yelled  for  exceeding  poine ;  I 

As  hundred  ramping  lions  seemd  to  rore. 

Whom  ravenous  hunger  did  thereto  conslmine. 

Then  gan  he  tosse  aloft  his  stretched  traine, 

And  therewith  scourge  the  baxome  aire  so  soie. 

That  to  his  force  to  yielden  it  was  foine ; 

Ne  ought  his  sturdy  strokes  might  stand  afore, 

That  ugh  trees  overtfaraw,  and  rocks  in  peeoes  tore: 

zxxvm. 

The  same  advanncinf  high  above  his  head, 

With  sharpe  intended  sting  so  rude  him  smott, 

That  to  the  earth  him  drove,  as  stricken  dead  ; 

Ne  living  wight  would  have  him  life  behott: 

The  mortall  stin^  his  angry  needle  ahott 

Quite  through  his  shield,  and  in  his  shoulder  seaad. 

Where  fost  it  stooke,  ne  would  thereout  be  gott : 

The  ^iefe  thereof  him  wondrous  sore  diseasd, 

Ne  might  his  rancling  paine  with  patience  be  appeasd. 

ZXXIX. 

But  yet,  more  mindfoll  of  his  honour  dears 
Then  of  the  erievous  smart  which  him  did  wring, 
From  loathed  soils  he  can  him  lightly  reare. 
And  strove  to  loose  the  for  infixed  sting : 
Which  when  in  Taine  he  tryde  with  struggeling-. 
Inflam'd  with  wrath,  his  raging  blade  he  hefte. 
And  Btrooke  so  strongly,  that  the  knotty  atniif^ 
Of  hid  huge  taile  he  quite  aaonder  clefte  ;  [lefVe. 

Five  ioints  thereof  he  hewd,  and  but  the  stump  him 

XL, 

Hart  cannot  thinke,  what  outrage  and  what  criea» 

With  fowle  enfouldred  smoake  and  flashing  lire. 

The  hell-bred  beast  threw  forth  unto  the  skies,  ' 

That  all  was  covered  with  darknesse  dire  : 

Then  fraught  with  rancour,  and  engforged  yre. 

He  cast  at  once  him  to  avenge  for  all ; 

And,  gathering  up  himselfe  out  of  the  mire 

With  his  uneven  wings,  did  fiercely  fall 

Upon  his  sunne-bright  shield,  and  grypt  it  fast  w i thaU< 
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Mvdi  was  tbe  wan  oneombred  wiA  bis  hold. 

In  feare  to  lose  his  weapon  in  bis  paw, 

Na  wist  yett,  bow  bis  tehiants  to  unfold ; 

Nor  bsnlfir  was  from  Cerberus  greedy  iaw 

To  plocke  a  bone,  then  from  his  oruell  claw 

To  reare  by  strength  the  griped  gage  away : 

Tbrise  be  assayd  it  fitmi  his  foote  to  draw. 

And  thriae  in  Taine  to  draw  it  did  assay ; 

It  booced  aooght  to  thinks  to  robbe  him  of  bis  pray. 

TLXU 

Tho,  when  be  saw  no  power  might  prertile. 
Hie  trusty  sword  be  cald  to  his  last  aid. 
Wherewith  be  fieraly  did  his  foe  assaile. 
And  dooble  blowes  about  htm  stoutly  laid, 
Thaet  gtanndng  fire  out  of  the  yron  plaid ; 
As  spsrckles  from  the  andrile  use  to  fly, 
V\'bif«i  beaTy  hammers  on  the  wedg  are  swaid ; 
Therewith  at  last  he  foret  him  to  untj 
One  of  his  grasping  feete,  him  to  derend  thereby. 
1 

I  zun. 

r 

'    Ths  other  foota,  fast  fixed  on  his  shield, 

Whcoss  no  strength  nor  stroks  mote  him  eoDStraine 

I    To  loose,  no  yet  2ie  warlike  pled^  to  yield ; 
He  emott  thereat  with  all  his  might  and  mains, 

I     That  Dongbt  so  wondrous  puisssnnoe  might  sustains: 

I     TpoQ  the  ioint  the  lucky  Steele  did  li^ht, 

Aod  viade  such  way,  that  hewd  it  qmte  in  twaine ; 

Tke  paw  yett  missed  not  his  minisht  might. 

But  ooog  still  on  dbe  shield,  as  it  at  first  was  pight. 

ZUT. 

For  giriefe  thereof  and  direlish  desnight. 
From  bis  inftmall  foumaee  fourth  he  threw. 
Huge  lames,  that  dimmed  all  the  berens  light, 
Earald  in  dnskiah  smoke  and  brimstone  blew : 
A«  burning  Aetna  from  bis  boyling  stew 
Drirb  bdch  out  flames,  sod  rockes  in  peeces  broke, 
Afid  n^gcd  ribs  of  mountaines  molten  new, 
Knwruit  in  eoleblscke  clowds  and  filthy  smoke, 
TI«t  ai  the  land  with  stench,  and  heven  with  horror 
choke. 

ZLV. 

The  bests  whersof,  and  harmelbll  pestilence, 

So  sore  him  noyd,  that  forst  him  to  retire 

A  little  baekeward  for  bis  best  defence, 

To  tsre  his  body  from  the  scorching  fire, 

U  hicb  be  from  nellisb  entrailes  did  expire. 

It  cittunst,  (EtcrasU  God  that  chaunce  did  guide,) 

A<t  he  recoiled  backewsrd,  in  the  mire 

His  B^b  fiirwearied  feeble  feet  did  slide. 

And  downs  be  fieO,  with  dread  of  shsme  sore  terrifide. 

XLTI. 

IVre  grew  a  goodly  tree  him  finre  beside, 

I  A«dcD  with  fruit  and  apples  rosy  redd, 

i  •  tbr^  in  pure  Termilion  bed  been  dide, 

Wbcfvof  great  vertues  over  all  were  redd : 

lor  happy  life  to  all  which  thereon  frdd, 

Aul  Hfe  eke  everlasting  did  befrJl : 

irmat  God  it  pisnted  in  thst  blessed  stedd 

U  ith  bts  Afanighty  hand,  and  did  it  call 

The  Tim  of  Life,  the  crime  of  our  first  fathers  fiiU. 


In  sn  the  world  like  was  not  to  bs  fownd. 
Bare  in  that  soile,  where  all  good  tbinga  did  grow. 
And  freely  sprane  out  of  the  firnitfull  grownd. 
As  incorrupted  Nature  did  them  sow. 
Tin  that  dradd  dragon  all  did  OTerthrow. 
Another  like  fidre  tree  eke  grew  thereby. 
Whereof  whoso  did  sot,  eftsoones  did  know 
Both  good  and  ill :  O  monmluU  memory  ! 
That  tree  through  one  mans  fruit  hath  doen  vs  all  to 
dyl 


From  tlttt  first  tree  forth  flowd,  as  from  a  well, 
A  trickling  stresms  of  bofane,  most  soveraine 
And  dain^  dears,  which  on  the  ground  still  fell. 
And  OTorflowed  sU  the  fSertile  plaine. 
As  it  had  dsawed  bene  with  timely  raine : 
Life  and  long  health  that  gracious  ointment  gave  ; 
And  deadly  wounds  could  heale  ;  and  rears  againe 
The  senoelesse  corse  sppointed  for  the  grsTS  : 
Into  thst  ssme  he  fidl,  which  did  from  death  him  ssve. 

ZMZ. 

For  nigh  thereto  the  erer-dsmned  besst 

Durst  not  sroroch,  for  he  was  deadly  made. 

And  al  that  ufe  preserred  did  detest ; 

Yet  he  it  oft  sdrentur'd  to  inrade. 

By  this  the  drooping  Day-light  gan  to  fiide. 

And  yic^  hia  rowme  to  sad  succeeding  Night, 

Who  with  her  sable  mantle  gan  to  shade 

The  free  of  earth  and  wsyes  of  liring  wight, 

And  high  her  burning  torch  set  up  in  besFen  bright. 


When  gentle  Una  saw  the  second  &n 
Of  her  deare  knight,  who,  weary  of  long  fight 
And  faint  through  losse  of  blood,  moov'd  not  stall. 
But  lay,  as  m  a  dreams  of  deepe  delight, 
Besmesid  with  pretious  balme,  whose  Tertuous  might 
Did  heale  his  woundes,  and  scorching  beat  alay ; 
Againe  she  stricken  was  with  sore  affiright. 
And  for  his  safetie  gan  devoutly  pray, 
And  watch  the  noyous  night,  and  wait  for  ioyous 
day. 

LT. 

The  ioyous  dsy  gsn  early  to  appears ; 
And  fryre  Aurora  from  ue  deawy  bed 
Of  aped  Tithone  gan  herselfe  to  reare 
With  rosy  cheekes,  for  shame  as  blushing  red  • 
Her  golden  locks,  for  bsst,  were  loosely  shed 
About  her  eares,  when  Una  her  did  marke 
Clymbe  to  her  charet,  all  with  flowers  spred. 
From  heren  high  to  chace  the  cbearelesse  darke  ; 
With  mery  note  her  lowd  sslntes  the  mountain  larke. 

ui. 

Then  freshly  up  arose  the  doughty  knight, 
AU  healed  of  his  hurts  and  wounaes  wide, 
And  did  himselfe  to  battaile  ready  dight ; 
Whose  early  foe  awaiting  him  beside 
To  hare  devourd,  so  soone  as  dsy  he  spyde. 
When  now  he  saw  himselfe  so  freshly  reare. 
As  if  late  fight  bad  nought  him  damniArde, 
He  woxe  dismaid,  and  gan  his  fate  to  teare  ; 
Nathlesse  with  wonted    rage  be  him  adyaunccd 
I  neore ; 
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A«d  ID  bui  tm  «MOiutir»  npn^  wrde* 

U«  d^utfbt  ftttooo^  bok  to  MT*  swtikywd  qnight, 

AuU  ruttht  iipoa  Wm  vitK  o«tn|[KM»  frj^*  i 

Who  bini  rwkcowtunff  fi»rc*  m  bank*  u  flight, 

lV<on}«  c«b«tl«il  btt^ :  tb»  vMpOB  bright, 

'Ivkiug  «iv«abi^  of  hi»  op«m  iftw, 

Hau  ihro«^  hw  WNitk  with  m  iBp6itane  might, 

IIhu  iimm  MiMnt  hk  dukso—  hoUow  maw, 

Au4,Mrntyf<l»hMb«ihtQQdlbithwithdl  did  dnw. 


UT. 


So  downe  he  fell,  and  forth  his  life  did  breath, 
That  vaniaht  ioto  smoke  and  cloades  swift ; 
So  downe  he  fell,  that  th'  earth  him  underneath 
Did  grone,  as  feeble  so  great  load  to  lift ; 
So  downe  he  fell,  as  an  huge  rocky  clift, 
Whose  fklse  foundacion  waves  have  washt  awsf. 
With  dreadfull  poyse  is  from  the  mayneland  rift. 
And,  rolling  downe,  great  Neptune  doth  dismsy : 
So  downe  he  fell,  and  like  an  neaped  mountaine  laj. 


LT. 


Tba  kai^t  himaelfe  eren  txembled  at  his  fell 

So  huge  and  horrible  a  masse  it  seemd  ; 

And  his  diare  lady,  that  beheld  it  all. 

Durst  not  approoh  for  dread  which  she  mxadeemd ; 

Bat  yet  at  laat,  whenas  the  direfitU  feend 

She  saw  not  stirre,  off-shaking  raine  affright 

She  nigher  drew,  and  saw  that  ioyous  end : 

Then  God  she  pnrysd,  and  thankt  £er  feitbfell  knight, 

IImI  had  Btchievde  so  great  a  conquest  by  his  might. 


CANTO  XII. 

Favre  Una  to  the  Redcrosse  knight 
Betrouthed  ia  with  ioy  : 

Though  felse  Duessa.  it  to  barre, 
Her  felse  sleightes  doe  imploy. 


(UMai  i«  I  aae  the  haven  m|^  at  hand, 

*l V  «i  Ku  h  I  MMMie  my  wearie  course  to  bend  ; 

\  v>re  ihe  vuMue  »h«»t«»,  and  bHure  up  with  the  land, 

I  Km  >i^hkoH  a(t*m  is  fayriy  to  be  kend, 

AitU  ««Hvtuiiih  sate  frum  storms  tltat  may  offend : 

\  lurv  kU\»  fWvre  virgin  wearie  of  her  way 

Mu.<«t  IiuiUihI  Vm»i  now  at  her  ioumeyea  end ; 

THtu'e  ek«  my  iWble  barke  a  while  may  stay, 

'4vU  iiu»ry  wyud  and  weather  call  her  thence  away. 


n. 

Hvaraely  had  PhoBbus  in  the  glooming  east 

\  t>tt  harueased  his  fyrie-footed  teeme. 

No  n'aKl  above  the  earth  his  flaming  creast ; 

\\  livii  tU««  liut  deadly  smoke  aloft  did  steeme, 

\  h.a  ^i^u0  of  liut  uutbreathed  life  did  seeme 

\  >fo  tUi'  \%atohmau  on  the  caatle-wall, 

W  uo  lUou  h>  Uuud  that  baleful!  beast  did  deeme, 

\.  I  u>  liin  Uud  auU  lady  luwd  gan  call, 

lv>  v.l  liv'w  h(^  Ud  mtti^  the  drtgons fatall  feU. 

s  M  w  \\\\  K«uu  »>\,  aiud  feeble  tPMd, 
i\>,  iK(>  \vi\i  \4'  all  that  land, 
v>  .\  u^  \\tH4  if  trew  indeed 
V  .  ^\cus  <u  b«^  did  understand: 
<     «v  vx  S\  u\iUl  be  (»ut  fend| 
^    I  u  ^vu  V:»  bi«i.«eu  K^te, 
I      ^  v^  \.  oitu  %hut.  wud  out  of  bond 
V  >  V  c  >)uv*uKh  all  his  state  ; 
^^«4   vvi  ^hu}k  Ihem  forrayed 


!▼• 


^  t 


Then  gan  triumphant  trompeta  Bownd  on  bye, 

Ibat  aent  to  heven  the  eocnoed  report 

Of  their  new  ioy,  and  happie  victory 

Gainst  him,  that  had  them  long  o(^rest  with  tort, 

And  fast  imprisoned  in  sieged  fort. 

Then  all  the  people,  as  in  solemoe  feast, 

To  him  assembled  with  one  fiiU  cons6rt, 

Reioycing  at  the  fall  of  that  great  beast. 

From  whose  etemall  bondage  now  they  were  releaat. 


V.  • 

Forth  came  that  auncient  lord,  and  aged  qneene, 
Arayd  in  &ntique  robes  downe  to  the  grownd. 
And  sad  habiliments  right  well  beseene : 
A  noble  crew  about  them  waited  rownd 
Of  sage  and  aober  peres,  all  gravely  gownd  j 
Whom  far  before  did  march  a  goodly  band 
Of  tall  young  men,  all  hable  armea  to  sownd. 
But  now  they  laurell  braunches  bore  in  hand  ; 
Glad  eigne  of  victory  and  peace  in  all  their  lancT. 


VI. 

Unto  that  doughtie  conanerour  they  came. 
And,  him  before  themselves  prostrating  lo^r. 
Their  lord  aud  patrone  loud  aid  him  proclutic. 
And  at  his  feet  their  lawrell  boughes  did  throw. 
Soone  after  them,  all  dauncing  on  a  row, 
The  comely  virgins  came,  with  girlands  dig-Iit^ 
As  fresh  as  flowres  in  medow  greene  doe  ^rovv-« 
When  morning  dpaw  upon  their  leaves  doth  H^fat  ; 
And  in  their  handes  sweet  timbrells  all  apheld  oa 
higbt. 
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And,  than  htlkm,  the  fir  of  ehfldrm  yonjc 
Their  wantoo  sportes  ana  childisli  miilh  did  play. 
And  to  tbfl  iDaTdena  lowiidiiig  tymbrels  song 
In  well  attonM  notes  a  iorons  lay. 
And  oade  ddightfiil  mosick  all  the  way, 
Untin  they  came,  where  that  &ire  Virgin  stood  : 
As  ftyre  Diana  in  fresh  sommers  day 
Reholdaa  her  nymphes  enraong'd  in  absdv  wood. 
Some  wnstle,  some  do  run,  some  hathe  in  christall 
flood; 


vjn. 


So  sho  behdd  those  maydens  meriment 

With  chsarefiill  vew ;  who,  when  to  her  they  csme, 

ThenaalYes  to  eronod  with  gracious  humhlesse  bent, 

And  her  adored  by  honorable  nsme, 

Uitiag  to  heven  her  ererlastin^  (sine : 

Then  oB  her  hesd  they  sett  a  girlond  greene, 

And  crowned  her  twixt  esmest  and  twizt  game 

IH'ho,  in  her  self-resemblance  well  beseene. 

Did  ■esBe.siieh  as  she  was,  a  goodly  maiden  qneene. 


And  after  iH  the  rasksll  many  ran, 

lieaped  together  in  nide  rablementy 

To  see  the  ftoe  of  that  rictorions  man, 

Whom  ill  admired  as  from  hesTen  sent. 

And  gat*d  upon  with  gifting  wondennent 

Bot  when  tMy  came  where  that  dead  dragon  lay, 

StraUte  oo  the  ground  in  monstrous  large  extent, 

Tbe  sight  with  ydle  feare  did  them  dismay^ 

Ke  dant  approeh  him  nigh«  to  touch,  or  once  assay. 


Soae  fiMrd^and  fledd;  aome  feard,  and  well  it  faynd ; 
Ooe,  that  would  wiser  seeme  then  all  the  rest, 
Wad  bim  not  touch,  for  yet  perhaps  remaynd 
Bona  liagxing  life  within  his  hollow  brest. 
Or  in  his  wombe  might  Inrke  some  hidden  nest 
Of  anoy  drsgooettes,  his  fruitful!  seede ; 
Aaotfaer  saida,  that  in  his  eyes  did  rest 
Vsc  spareUing  ^fre,  and  hadd  thereof  take  heed  ; 
Aaothsr  aatd,  he  atw  him  more  his  eyes  indeed. 


xi« 

One  audMr,  whanas  her  foolehardy  chyld 

Did  coma  too  neare,  and  with  his  talants  play, 

Halle  dead  throogh  feare,  her  litle  babe  revyld, 

And  to  her  gossipa  gan  in  counsel!  say ; 

**  How  can  I  teU,  but  that  his  talants  may 

Yet  secateh  my  Sonne,  or  rend  his  tender  hand?" 

So  dimily  themaelres  in  raine  they  fray ; 

Whiles  aooo  moBi  bold  to  measure  him  nigh  stand, 

To  fora  hov  maoy  acres  he  did  spred  of  laud. 


Thos  flflcfad  an  the  folks  him  rownd  about ; 

The  »hilM  that  boarie  king,  with  all  his  traine. 

Bong  anivod  where  that  champion  stout 

Aft«  his  fota  dafoaaannce  did  remaine, 

Bim  goodlj  metes,  and  fiiyre  does  entertayne 

With  pfincaiy  cifta  of  rrory  and  gold, 

Aad  fhoaamd  uankea  nim  yeeldea  for  all  his  peine. 

Tka  whfo  hb  danghter  deara  he  does  behold, 

Btr  daaifly  dotli  iaiibiacey  and  kissath  manifold. 


And  after  to  his  pallace  he  them  hrincas. 

With  shaumea,&nd  trompets,and  with  clarions  sweet ; 

And  all  the  way  the  ioyous  people  singes. 

And  with  their  garments  strowes  the  pared  street  ^ 

Whence  mounting  up,  they  fynd  purreyannce  meet 

Of  all,  that  royall  princes  court  became  ; 

And  aU  the  floore  was  underneath  their  feet 

Bespredd  with  costly  scarlott  of  great  name. 

On  which  they  lowly  Bitt,and  fitting  purpose  framci 

xrr. 

What  needes  me  teU  their  feast  and  roodly  guiae^ 
In  which  was  nothing  riotous  nor  Taine  1 
What  needes  of  dainty  dishes  to  doTise, 
Of  comely  serrices,  or  courtly  trayne. 
My  narrow  leares  cannot  in  them  contayne 
Tbie  huge  discourse  of  roial!  pnnces  state. 
Yet  waa  their  manner  then  but  bars  and  plavne : 
For  th'  ftntique  world  excesse  and  pryde  did  hate .  k 
Such  proud  luxurious  pompe  is  swollen  up  but  latol 


Then,  when  with  meates  and  drinkea  of  every  kinde 

Their  ferrent  appetito  they  quenched  had. 

That  auncient  lord  gan  fit  occasion  finde, 

Of  straunge  adventares,  and  of  perils  nd 

Which  in  his  travail  him  befallen  had, 

For  to  demaund  of  his  renowmed  guest : 

Who  then  with  utt'rance  grave,  and  count'nance  aad, 

From  poynt  to  poynt,  aa  is  before  exprest, 

Diicourst  his  voyage  long,  according  hia  request 


XTX. 

Great  pleasure,  mixt  with  pittiful  regard. 
That  godly  king  and  ooeene  did  passionate, 
Whyles  they  his  pittinill  adventurea  heard  ; 
That  oft  they  did  lament  his  lucklesse  state, 
And  often  blame  the  too  importune  fate 
That  heaped  on  him  so  many  wrathfull  wreakes , 
(For  never  gentle  knight,  as  he  of  late. 
So  tossed  was  in  fortunes  cruell  freakes ;) 
And  an  the  while  salt  teares  bedeawd  the  hearers 
cheeks. 

xvn« 

Then  sayd  that  royall  pare  in  aober  wise ; 

*'  Deare  sonne.  great  beene  the  evils  which  ye  bore 

From  first  to  last  in  your  late  enterprise. 

That  I  no'te  whether  praise  or  pitty  more  : 

For  never  living  man,  I  weene,  so  sore 

In  sea  of  deadly  daungers  was  distrest : 

But  since  now  safe  ye  seised  have  the  shore. 

And  well  arrived  are  (hirh  God  be  blest  I) 

Let  us  devise  of  ease  and  everlssting  rest." 

xvin. 

"  Ah,  dearest  lord,**  said  then  that  doughty  knight, 
"  Of  esse  or  rest  I  may  not  yet  devize ; 
For  by  the  fiuth,  which  I  to  armes  have  pligbt, 
I  bownden  am  streight  after  this  emprize. 
As  thst  your  daughter  can  ye  well  advise, 
Backe  to  retoume  to  that  great  Faery  Queene, 
And  her  to  serve  sixe  yeares  in  warlike  wise. 
Gainst  that  proud  Paynim  king  that  workaher  teene. 
Therefore  I  ought  crave  paidon,  till  I  there  have 
beene." 
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SIX. 


"  Unbappy  falla  thai  hard  necessity ," 

Quoth  he,  "  the  troubler  of  my  happy  peace, 

And  rowed  foe  of  my  felicity ; 

Ne  I  against  the  same  can  justly  preace. 

But  since  that  band  ye  cannot  now  release, 

Nor  doen  undo,  (for  rowes  may  not  be  rayne,) 

Soone  as  the  terme  of  those  six  yeares  shall  cease, 

Ye  then  shall  hether  back  retoume  agayne, 

The  marriage  to  accomplish  Towd  betwixt  yon  twayn: 


'*  Which,  for  my  part,  I  coret  to  perfonne, 

In  sort  as  through  the  world  I  did  proclame. 

That  whoso  kUd  that  monster  most  deforme. 

And  him  in  hardy  battayle  orercame, 

Should  hare  mine  onely  daughter  to  his  dame, 

And  of  my  Idngdome  heyre  apparaunt  bee: 

Therefore  since  now  to  thee  perteynes  the  same, 

By  dew  desert  of  noble  cheralree, 

Both  danghter  and  eke  Idngdome  lo  1  I  yield  to  thee." 


zxr. 


Then  fbrth  he  called  that  his  daughter  fayre. 

The  fairest  Un',  his  onely  daughter  deare. 

His  onely  daughter  and  his  onely  bayre  ; 

Who  forth  proceeding  with  sad  sober  cheare. 

As  bright  as  doth  tbe  morning  starre  appeare 

Out  of  the  east,  with  flaming  lockes  bedight. 

To  teU  that  dawning  day  is  drawing  neare, 

And  to  the  world  does  bring  long-wished  lic;bt 

So  faire  and  £reBh  that  lady  shewd  herselfe  m  sight : 


xxn. 

So  faire  and  fresh,  as  fresbest  flowre  in  May ; 
For  she  had  layd  her  moumefuU  stole  aside, 
And  widow-like  sad  wimple  throwne  awar. 
Wherewith  her  hearenly  beautie  she  did  hide, 
>Vhiles  on  her  weary  ioomey  she  did  ride  ; 
And  on  her  now  a  garment  she  did  weare 
All  lilly  white,  withoutten  spot  or  pride, 
That  seemd  like  silke  and  silrer  woren  neare ; 
But  neither  ailke  nor  silrer  therein  did  appeare. 

zxni. 

The  blazing  brightnesse  of  her  beauties  beame, 

And  glorious  light  of  her  sunsbyny  face, 

To  tell,  were  as  to  strire  against  the  streams : 

My  ragged  rimes  are  all  too  rude  end  bace 

Her  heavenly  lineaments  for  to  enchace. 

Ne  wonder  ;  for  her  own  deare  lored  knight, 

All  were  she  daily  with  himselfe  in  place, 

Did  wonder  much  at  her  celestial  sight : 

Ofl  had  he  scene  her  faire,  but  nerer  so  faire  dight. 

zxir. 

So  fairely  dight  when  she  in  presence  came. 
She  to  her  syre  made  humble  rererence. 
And  bowed  low,  that  her  right  well  became, 
And  added  grace  unto  her  excellence  : 
Who  with  great  wisedome  and  grare  eloquence 
Thus  gan  to  say — But,  eare  he  Uius  had  sayd. 
With  flying  speede,  and  seeming  great  pretence. 
Came  running  in,  much  like  a  man  disroayd, 
A  messeger  with  letters  which  bis  message  sayd. 


zxr. 

All  in  tbe  open  hall  amazed  stood 
At  suddeinnesse  of  that  unwary  sight, 
And  wondred  at  his  breathlesse  hasty  mood : 
But  he  for  nought  would  stay  his  passage  right. 
Till  fast  before  the  king  he  did  alight ; 
Where  falling  flat  great  humblesse  he  did  make. 
And  kist  the  ground  whereon  his  foot  was  pigfat ; 
Then  to  his  Imndes  that  writt  he  did  betake, 
Which  he  disdoaing,  read  thus  as  the  paper  spake  -, 


*'  To  thee,  moat  migh^  king  of  Eden  &yre, 
Her  greeting  sends  in  these  sad  lines  addrest 
The  wofull  daughter  and  forsaken  heyre 
Of  that  great  emperoor  of  all  the  west ; 
And  bi£  thee  be  adrized  for  the  best, 
Ere  tbou  thy  daughter  linck  in  holy  band 
Of  wedlocke,  to  uat  new  unknowen  guest : 
For  he  already  plighted  his  right  hand 
Unto  another  lore^  and  to  another  land* 

zxm. 

'*  To  me  sad  mayd,  or  rather  widow  nd. 
He  was  aff^aunced  long  time  before, 
And  sacrea  pledges  he  both  gave,  and  had, 
False  erraunt  knight,  in^imous,  and  forswore  \ 
Witnesse  the  burning  altars,  which  he  swore, 
And  guilty  heavena  of  his  bold  periuty ; 
Which  though  he  hath  polluted  ofl  of  yore, 
Yet  I  to  them  for  iudgment  iust  doe  fly. 
And  them  coniure  t'  arenge  this  shamefViU  iniury ! 

xxmz* 

**  Therefore  since  mine  he  is,  or  free  or  bond, 
Or  false  or  trew,  or  living  or  else  dead. 
Withhold,  O  soverayne  prince,  your  hasty  bond 
From  knitting  league  with  him,  I  you  arrnd ; 
Ne  weene  my  right  with  strength  adowne  to  tread. 
Through  weaknesse  of  my  widowhed  or  woe  ; 
For  Truth  is  strong  her  rightfiill  cause  to  plead. 
And  shall  finde  friends,  if  need  requireth  soe. 
So  bids  thee  well  to  fare,  thy  neither  friend  nor  fo«, 

"Fidma," 

TXtX, 

When  he  these  bitter  byting  wordes  had  red, 

The  tydings  strounge  did  him  abashed  make, 

That  still  he  sate  long  time  astonished. 

As  in  great  muse,  ne  word  to  creature  spake* 

At  last  his  solemn  silence  thus  he  brake, 

With  doubtful!  eyes  fast  fixed  on  his  ^uest ; 

"  Redoubted  knight,  that  for  myne  only  &ako 

Thy  life  and  honor  late  adrenturest ; 

Let  nought  be  hid  from  me,  that  ought  to  be  exprest. 

XXX. 

"  What  meane  these  bloody  rowea  and  idle  threats, 

Throwne  out  from  womanish  impatient  mynd  ? 

What  herens  T  what  altars  ?  what  eixragea  heotesr 

Here  heaped  up  with  termes  of  lor*  unkynd, 

Mr  conscience  deare  witli  guilty  bunds  wouM  bynd  • 

High  God  be  witnesse,  that  I  guiltle«se  am<i  t 

But  if  yourselfe,  sir  knight,  ye  fauUv  fynd. 

Or  wrapped  be  in  lores  of  former  dame, 

With  cryme  doe  not  it  cover,  but  disclose  the  sanir-.** 
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ZZXI. 

To  wbma  the  Rederosae  Imicrlit  this  antwera  gent ; 

"  My  lord,  mj  long  ;  be  nought  hereat  dismayd, 

Till  well  ye  wote  by  grare  intendiment, 

>Vhat  woman,  and  wherefore,  doth  me  upbrayd 

li^'ith  breach  of  lore  and  loialty  betrayed. 

It  waa  in  my  miahape,  aa  hitherward 

I  lately  traveild,  that  nnawares  I  atrayd 

Ont  of  my  way,  through  penis  atraange  and  hard ; 

Thait  dftj  ahoold  fiule  me  ere  I  had  them  all  deckrd. 


I 


zzxru. 


"  Then  did  I  find,  or  rather  I  was  fownd 
Of  this  &lse  woman  that  Fidesaa  bight, 
Tidcaaa  bight  the  fidsest  dame  on  ^wnd, 
Moct  fthie  Dueaaa,  royall  richly  dight. 
That  eesy  was  t*  inreigle  weaker  sight : 
Who  by  her  wicked  arta  and  wiely  skill, 
Too  Use  and  strong  for  earthly  snll  or  might, 
Cnawarea  me  wrought  niito  her  wicked  wUl, 
And  to  my  fi»e  betniyd,  when  least  I  feared  ill." 

XXXIXI. 

Thea  aCoDpeth  forth  the  goodly  royall  mayd, 
XnAt  OB  t&s  ground  herswe  proi>tr&ting  low. 
With  •ober  eovmtenaimce  thna  to  him  sayd  ; 
**  O  pardon  me»  my  soreraine  lord,  to  show 
The  seeiet  treMons,  which  of  late  I  know 
To  hnre  bene  wrought  by  that  ftlse  soroeresse : 
8bee,  onely  she,  it  is,  that  erst  did  throw 
This  MDtle  knight  into  so  great  distresse, 
That  death  him  did  awBite  in  daily  wretchednesie. 


**  And  now  it  aeanes,  that  ahe  suborned  hath 

This  crafty  meeaeoger  with  letters  vaine. 

To  wQike  new  woe  and  onprorided  scatfa, 

Br  bnakiag  of  the  band  hetwixt  ns  twaine  ; 

Wbcrsitt  SM  used  hath  the  practicke  peine 

Of  this  Was  footman,  clokt  with  sxmpleoesse, 

Whoae  if  JO  pleaae  for  to  diseorer  piaine, 

Ye  ahsU  hmi  Archimago  find,  I  gfaesse. 

The  felsestman  aUre ;  who  tries,  shall  find  no  lessp." 


Tike  king  was  greatly  mored  st  her  speech ; 
And,  an  with  soddem  indignation  frai^ht. 
Bad  on  that  messenger  rode  hands  to  reach. 
Eftsoeaes  the  gard,  which  on  his  state  did  wait, 
Attacht  that  fi^or  fidse,  end  bound  him  strait ; 
Wbo  snwsing  sorely  chaofifed  at  his  band, 
As  chained  bears  whom  cmell  dogs  doe  bait, 
Wttk  ydle  fines  did  finne  them  to  withstsnd ; 
And  ofien  semblaance  made  to  scape  out  of  their 


XZXTt. 

Bot  they  hun  layd  full  low  in  dungeon  deepe. 
And  boQod  him  hand  and  foote  with  3rron  chiiins : 
Aad  with  eentiflual  watch  did  waiely  keepe. 
Hko  then  woold  tfainke,  that  by  his  subtile  trains 
He  eottld  escape  fowle  death  or  deadly  pains  1 
Tbvs,  when  that  princes  wrath  was  pscifide, 
Ht  po  renew  the  late  forbidden  bains, 
Amd  CO  the  knight  his  dsughter  dear  he  tyde 
With  asorsd  riles  snd  vowes  for  ever  to  abyde. 


I  Ht»  owne  two  hands  the  holv  knotts  did  knitt. 
That  none  but  death  for  ever  can  diride ; 
His  owne  two  hands,  for  such  a  turns  most  fitt^ 
The  housling  fire  did  kmdle  and  provide. 
And  holy  water  thereon  sprinckled  wide  ; 
At  whicn  the  bushy  teade  a  groome  did  light, 
And  aacred  lamp  in  secret  chsmber  hide. 
Where  it  shoula  not  be  quenched  dsy  nor  ni{;ht. 
For  fears  of  evil  fetes,  but  bumen  ever  bright. 

XXXTXII. 

Then  gan  they  rarinckle  sll  the  posts  with  wiae. 
And  made  great  fesst  to  solemnize  thst  day : 
They  all  perfumde  with  frsnkincense  divine. 
And  precious  odours  fetcht  from  far  away. 
That  all  the  house  did  sweat  with  great  aray 
And  sll  the  while  sweete  musicke  did  apply 
Her  curious  skill  the  warbling  notes  to  play, 
To  drive  away  the  dull  meUbichoIy ; 
The  whiles  one  sung  a  song  of  love  snd  iollity. 

XXXIX. 

During  the  which  there  was  sn  heavenly  noise 
Heard  sownd  through  all  the  pallaoe  pleasantly, 
like  as  it  had  bene  many  an  angels  voice 
Singing  before  th'  EtemsU  Msiesty, 
In  their  trinall  tripUeities  on  hve : 
Yett  wist  no  creature  whence  that  hevenly  aweet 
Proceeded,  yet  esch  one  felt  secretly 
Himselfe  thereby  refte  of  his  sences  meet. 
And  ravished  with  rare  impression  in  his  sprite. 

XL. 

Great  ioy  was  made  that  day  of  young  and  old. 
And  solemne  fesst  proclaymd  throughout  the  land, 
That  their  exceeding  merth  may  not  be  told  : 
Suffice  it  hears  by  signes  to  understand 
The  usuall  ioyes  at  Imitting  of  loves  band. 
Thiise  happy  man  the  kni^  himselfe  did  hold, 
Possessed  of  his  ladies  hart  and  hand  ; 
And  ever,  when  his  eie  did  her  behold, 
His  heart  did  seeme  to  melt  in  pleasures  manifold. 

XLI. 

Her  ioyous  presence,  snd  sweet  company. 

In  full  content  he  there  did  long  enioy  ; 

Ne  wicked  envy,  ne  vile  geolosy. 

His  dears  delights  were  hable  to  annoy : 

Yet,  swimming  in  that  sea  of  blissfull  ioy, 

He  nought  forgott  how  he  whilome  had  swome, 

In  esse  be  could  that  monstrous  beast  destroy. 

Unto  his  Faery  Queeoe  backe  to  retoume  ; 

The  which  he  shortly  did ;  and  Una  left  to  mouma 

XLII. 

N'ow,  strike  your  ssiles,  yee  iolly  mariners, 

For  we  be  come  unto  a  quiet  rode, 

Where  we  must  Isnd  some  of  our  passengers. 

And  lieht  this  weary  vessell  of  her  lode. 

Here  she  a  while  may  make  her  safe  abode, 

Till  she  repsired  have  her  tackles  spent. 

And  wants  sopplide  ;  and  then  againe  abroad 

On  the  long  voiage  whereto  she  is  bent : 

Well  may  she  spoede,  and  fairely  finish  her  intent ! 
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1. 


RroHT  well  I  wote,  moit  mighty  sorexBuie, 

That  all  this  fionoua  ftntiqae  history 

Of  some  th'  ahoundsnce  of  an  ydle  hraine 

Will  iudged  he,  and  painted  forgery. 

Rather  then  matter  of  inst  memory ; 

Sith  none  that  hreatheth  living  aire  doth  know 

Where  is  that  happy  land  of  Faery, 

Which  I  so  mnoh  aoe  Taont,  yet  no  where  show ; 

Bat  Toach  antiqaitias,  which  no  hody  can  know 


fint  let  that  man  with  hotter  sence  adTise, 
That  of  the  world  least  part  to  us  is  red  ; 
And  daily  how  through  hardy  enterprise 
Many  great  regions  are  discoTered, 
Which  to  late  affe  were  never  mentioned. 
Who  erer  heara  of  th'  Indian  Pern  1 
Or  who  in  renturous  Tessell  measured 
The  Amazon  huge  river,  now  found  trew  ? 
Or  fruitfullest  Viiginia  who  did  ever  vew  ? 


in. 

Yet  all  these  were,  when  no  man  did  them  know, 
Yet  have  from  wisest  ages  hidden  heene ; 
And  later  times  thinges  more  unknowne  shall  show 
Why  then  should  witlesse  man  so  much  misweene, 
That  nothing  is,  hut  that  which  he  hath  seene  t 
What,  if  within  the  moones  fayre  shining  spheare, 
What,  if  in  every  other  starre  unseene 
Of  other  worldes  he  hapnily  should  hcvare  1 
He  wonder  would  mucli  more ;  yet  such  to  som 
appeare. 

IV, 

Of  Faeiy  lond  yet  if  he  more  inquyre, 
B^  certain  signes,  here  sett  in  sondrie  place, 
Hb  may  it  fynd ;  ne  let  him  then  admyre. 
But  yield  his  sence  to  hee  too  blunt  and  bace. 
That  no'te  without  an  hound  fine  footing  trace. 
And  thou,  O  hpest  princesse  under  sky. 
In  this  iayre  murhour  maist  behold  thj  face. 
And  thine  owne  reahnes  in  lond  of  Faery, 
And  in  this  intique  ymage  thy  great  aoDceatiy. 


The  which  O  1  pardon  me  thus  to  enfold 

In  covert  vele,  and  wrapt  in  shadowes  light. 

That  feeble  eyes  your  glory  may  behold. 

Which  ells  could  not  endure  those  beames  bright. 

But  would  bee  dasled  with  exceeding  light. 

O  !  pardon,  and  vouchsafe  with  patient  eare 

The  brave  adventures  of  this  Faery  knight. 

The  ffood  Sir  Guyon,  gratiously  to  heare  ; 

In  whom  great  rue  of  Temp'raunoe  goodly  doth  apprare. 
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Govon,  by  Archimage  abuad. 
The  Redcro889  Imight  awaytea  ; 

Fyndea  Mordant  and  Amavia  slaine 
With  Pleasarea  poisoned  baytea. 


That  oosudng  arcHteet  of  cancred  ^yle, 

Whon  prinoea  lata  diipleasare  left  in  bands. 

Tor  fUaed  lettera,  and  aubomed  wyle ; 

Soone  M  the  Bedcroase  knight  he  understands 

To  beene  deputed  oat  of  Eden  landes. 

To  terra  again«  his  aoTezaine  Elfin  qaeene ; 

Hii  artea  be  moTes,  and  ont  of  caytires  handea 

Hinidfe  he  frees  by  aecret  meenea  unseene ; 

Hii  *H^Ho*i  tmptie  lefts,  himselfe  escsped  cleene ; 


n. 

And  fob  ht  fares,  foil  of  maficioos  mjmd, 
To  worfcao  miachiefe,  and  arengpng  woe, 
Mlicraerar  he  that  godly  knight  may  fynd. 
His  oiuty  hart-sore  and  hia  onely  foe  ; 
Sith  Una  now  be  slgatea  must  foregoe, 
Wbcm  his  rictorioas  handes  did  earst  restore 
To  aatiTe  erowne  and  kingdom  late  ygoe ; 
Wbne  she  eoioyes  sure  peace  for  evermore. 
As  wctherbeatCB  afaiparryv'd  on  happie  shore. 

nx. 

Him  tharsfore  now  the  obieet  of  his  spight 

Aad  deadly  food  be  mskes  :  him  to  offend 

By  forged 'treason,  or  by  open  fight. 

He  eeskes,  of  all  his  dnfte  the  aymed  end : 

TkfTfto  his  svbdle  engine  he  does  bend, 

Uii  praetiek  witt  and  bis  fiij^re  fyled  tonge, 

With  thoosand  other  aleightes  ;  for  well  he  kend 

His  ciedit  now  in  doubtlull  baUaunce  hong  : 

For  hardly  eoald  bee  hurt,  who  was  already  stong. 

if. 

^cin,  as  be  went,  be  craftie  stales  did  lay, 
Wiih  conning  tnjnes  him  to  entrap  unwares. 
And  priry  spyals  plast  in  all  hia  way, 
To  wsele  what  course  he  takea,  and  how  he  fares ; 
To  ketch  lam  at  a  Tauntfl^  in  his  snares. 
Bot  now  so  wise  and  wary  waa  the  knight 
Bt  oyall  of  hia  former  hannea  and  cares, 
list  Be  dsaeiyde,  and  abonned  still,  his  slight : 
The  fish,  that  oooe  was  canght,  new  bayt  wil  hardly 
bjta. 

KalhletBe  tb'  enehaunter  would  not  spare  his  payne, 

la  hope  to  win  occasioo  to  his  wiU  ; 

WUfO  wbeo  ha  Umg  awaited  had  in  vayne, 

Ht  chsoagd  bla  mynd  from  one  to  other  ill : 

For  lo  all  good  he  enimy  was  still. 

Upon  the  WSJ  bia  fortuned  to  meete, 

Fsyre  auf^ung  undameath  a  shsdy  bill, 

A  goodly  knignt,  aU  armd  in  hamease  meete, 

That  from  baa  bead  no  phice  appeared  to  his  feete. 


His  carriage  waa  ftiU  comely  and  vprfght ; 
His  countensnce  demure  and  temperate ; 
fiut  yett  so  Sterne  and  terrible  in  sight, 
lliat  cheard  his  friendes,  and  did  his  foes  amate 
He  waa  an  Elfin  borne,  of  noble  state 
And  mickle  worship  in  his  native  land  ; 
Well  could  he  tourney,  and  in  lists  deluite. 
And  knighthood  tooke  of  good  Sir  Huons  hnnd, 
When  with  long  Oberon  be  came  to  Fary  laud. 


VII. 

Him  sis  Bccompanyd  upon  the  way 
A  comely  palmer,  clad  in  black  attyre, 
Of  rypest  yeares,  and  beares  all  hoarie  gTay« 
That  with  a  ataffe  his  feeble  steps  did  stire. 
Least  his  long  way  his  aged  limbes  should  tire : 
And,  if  by  lookes  one  may  the  mind  aread. 
He  seemd  to  be  a  sage  and  sober  syre ; 
And  ever  with  slow  pace  the  knight  did  lead. 
Who  tsught  his  trampling  steed  with  equall  steps  to 
tread. 

vin. 

Such  whenas  Arcbimago  tbem  did  view. 

He  weened  well  to  worke  some  6ncouth  wyle  : 

Eftsoones,  untwisting  his  deceiptfuU  clew, 

He  gan  to  weave  a  weh  of  wicked  guyle  ; 

And,  with  faire  countenance  and  flattring  style 

To  Uiem  approching,  thus  the  knight  bcspake  ; 

"  Fayre  sonne  of  Mars,  that  seeke  with  warlike  spoyle, 

And  great  atLhiev'ments,  great  yourselfe  to  make. 

Vouchsafe  to  atay  your  steed  for  humble  misers  sake.'* 


iz. 

He  stayd  his  steed  fur  bumble  misers  sake. 
And  badd  tell  on  the  tenor  of  bis  plajmt : 
Who  feigning  then  in  every  limb  to  quake 
Through  inward  feare,  ana  seeming  pale  and  fiiynt. 
With  piteous  mono  his  percing  speech  gan  paynt : 
*<  Deare  lady  !  how  shall  I  declare  thy  cace. 
Whom  late  I  left  in  languorous  constraynt  ? 
Would  God !  tbyselfe  now  present  were  in  place 
To  tell  tbia  ruefull  tale  :  thy  sight  could  win  thee 
grace  : 

z. 

"  Or  rather  would,  O I  would  it  so  had  chaunst. 
That  you,  most  noble  sir,  had  present  beene 
When  that  lewd  rybauld,  with  vyle  lust  sdvaunst. 
Laid  first  his  filthie  bsnde  on  virgin  cleene. 
To  spoyle  her  dsinty  corps,  so  fiure  and  sheene 
As  on  the  earth,  great  mother  of  us  all, 
With  living  eye  more  fayre  waa  never  seene 
Of  chastity  and  honour  virgiuall :  [call ! 

Witnes,  ye  heavens^  whom  she  in  vaine  to  help  did 
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"  How  may  it  be,"  nyd  then  the  knij^ht  halfe  wroth, 

Tbst  knight  should  knighthood  erer  so  hare  ehent?" 

"  None  but  that  aaw,"  qnoth  he,  "  would  weme  lor 

How  shamefnlly  that  mayd  he  did  tonnent :    [troth. 

Her  looser  golden  loekes  he  rudely  rent. 

And  drew  l^r  on  the  ground  ;  and  his  ahaipe  sword 

Against  her  snowy  breat  he  fiercely  bent. 

And  threatned  death  with  many  a  bloodie  word ; 

Tounge  hates  to  teU  the  rest  tlut  eye  to  see  abhord." 

zn. 

Therewith  amored  from  his  sober  mood, 
"  And  lives  he  yet,"  said  he, "  that  wrought  this  act  T 
And  doen  the  heavens  a£fbid  him  vitall  rood  Y* 
"  He  lives,"  quoth  he,  '*  and  boasteth  of  the  fact, 
N%  yet  hath  any  knight  his  courage  crackt." 
*'  W  here  may  that  treachour  then,"  sayd  he, "  be  found. 
Or  by  what  meanes  may  I  hia  footing  tract?" 
"  That  shall  I  shew,"  said  he,  '*  as  sure  as  hound 
The  stricken  deare  doth  cfaaleng  by  the  bleeding 
around." 

XUf. 

He  stayd  not  lenger  talke,  but  with  fierce  yre 

And  sraloua  haste  away  is  quickly  gone 

To  seeke  that  knight,  where  him  that  crafty  sqoyre 

Supposd  to  bOb    They  do  arrive  anooe 

Where  sate  a  gentle  ndy  all  alone, 

With  garments  rent,  and  heare  discheveled. 

Wringing  her  handes,  and  making  piteous  mono : 

Her  swollen  eyes  were  much  disfigured, 

And  her  &ire  nee  with  teares  was  fowly  blubberod. 

ziy. 

The  knight,  approching  nigh,  thus  to  her  said  ; 

"  Fairs  lady,  tuough  rowle  sorrow  ill  bedight. 

Great  pitty  is  to  see  you  thus  dismayd. 

And  maire  the  blossom  of  your  beauty  bright : 

Forthy  appease  your  griefe  and  heavy  plight. 

And  tell  the  cause  of  your  conceived  payoe ; 

For,  if  he  live  that  hadi  you  doen  despighty 

He  shall  you  doe  dew  leoompence  agayne. 

Or  els  hia  wrong  with  greater  puissance  maintaine.** 

zy« 

Which  when  she  heard,  as  in  despightfuU  wise 
She  wilfiiUy  her  sorrow  did  augment. 
And  offred  hope  of  comfort  did  despise  : 
Her  golden  loekes  most  cruelly  she  rent. 
And  scratcht  her  face  with  ghastly  dreriment , 
Ne  would  she  speake,  ne  see,  ne  yet  be  seene, 
But  bid  her  visage,  and  her  head  downe  bent. 
Either  for  grievous  shame,  or  for  great  teene, 
As  if  her  hart  with  sorrow  had  transfixed  beene : 

XVI. 

Tin  her  that  squyre  bespake ;  "  Madame,  my  Hefo, 
For  Gods  deare  love  be  not  so  wilfull  bent^ 
But  doe  voucbsafo  now  to  receive  reliefe, 
The  which  goo^  fortune  doth  to  yon  present. 
For  what  bootes  it  to  weepe  and  to  wayment 
When  ill  is  cbaunat,  but  doth  the  ill  increase, 
And  the  weake  minde  with  double  woe  torment  ?"  | 
When  she  her  squ3rre  heard  speake.  she  gan  appease  | 
Her  volnntarie  peine,  and  feele  b'ome  secret  ease. 


zvn. 

Eftsoone  she  said ;  "  Ah  !  gende  tmstie  squyre. 
What  comfort  can  I,  wofuU  wretch,  eonceave ! 
Or  why  should  ever  I  henceforth  desyre 
To  see  foxre  heavens  face,  and  life  not  leave, 
Sith  that  folse  traytonr  did  my  honour  reave  ?* 
"  Falae  traytour  oertes,"  saide  the  Faerie  knight, 
"  I  read  the  man,  that  ever  would  deceave 
A  gentle  lady,  or  her  wrong  through  might : 
Deith  were  too  litle  peine  for  such  a  fi»irie  deqngfat 

zvin. 

*'  But  now,  foyre  ladys,  comfort  to  yoo  make^ 

And  read  who  hath  ye  wrought  thia  shamefnil  ph^t. 

That  abort  revenge  the  man  may  overtake, 

Whereso  he  be,  and  soon  upon  him  light." 

"  Certes,"  said  ahe,  **  I  wote  not  how  be  hight. 

But  under  him  a  gray  steede  he  did  wield. 

Whose  sides  with  dipled  circles  weren  dight  - 

Upright  he  rode,  and  in  his  silver  shield 

He  Imts  a  bloodie  crosse,  thst  quartoed  aU  the  field.** 


'*  Now  by  my  bead,"  sside  Gayon,  "  morh  I  musa 

How  that  Bsme  knight  should  doe  so  fowls  sous. 

Or  ever  grantle  damxell  so  sbuse : 

For  may  I  boldly  say,  he  surely  is 

A  right  good  knight,  sad  traw  of  word  jwi» : 

I  present  was,  snd  can  it  witnesse  well. 

When  armes  he  swore,  and  streight  did  enteipris 

Th*  adventure  of  the  errant  damozdl ; 

In  which  be  hath  great  glory  wonne,  as  I  heare  tel. 


"  KathlessB  he  shortly  shsU  sgame  be  txjde. 
And  foirely  quit  him  of  th'  imputed  blame ; 
Els,  be  ye  sure,  he  dearely  shall  abyds. 
Or  make  you  good  amendment  for  the  same : 
AU  wrongs  have  mendes,  bat  no  amendea  of 
Now  therefore,  lady,  rise  out  of  your  peine. 
And  aee  the  saving  of  your  blotted  name." 
FuU  loth  she  seemd  thereto,  but  yet  did  fiune ; 
For  she  was  inly  glad  her  pupose  so  to  gaine. 


Her  purpose  was  not  such  ss  she  did  foine^ 

Ne  yet  her  person  such  ss  it  waa  aeene ; 

But  under  simple  shew,  and  semblant  plaine, 

Lurkt  false  Duessa  aecretly  unseene. 

As  a  chaste  virgin  that  bad  wronged  beene ; 

So  had  false  Archimago  her  disguysd, 

To  cloke  her  guile  with  sorrow  and  sad  teene ; 

And  eke  himseUe  had  dmftily  devisd 

To  be  bar  squire,  and  do  her  service  well  sgoisd* 

zxn* 

Her,  late  foilonie  sad  asked,  be  hsd  found 
Where  she  did  wander  in  waste  wildecnesss 
Lurking  in  rockes  and  caves  far  under  ground. 
And  with  greene  mosse  oov'iiiig  her  ni&ednesse 
To  hid^  h&r  shsme  snd  loathly  nlthinease, 
Sith  her  Prince  Arthur  of  proud  ornaments 
And  borrowd  beauty  spoyld  :  her  nathelesse 
Th'  enchaunter  findmc  fit  for  his  intents 
Did  thus  revest,  and  deckt  with  dew  baKiKm^^ff, 
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For  til  he  did  was  to  deoare  good  knights, 
And  drsw  then  finom  pursuit  of  praise  and  £une 
To  slug  in  ilonth  and  sensnall  delights. 
And  end  their  daies  with  irrenowmed  shame. 
And  now  ezeeeding  griefo  him  overcame. 
To  see  the  Rederosse  thus  adTaunred  hye ; 
Thuefore  this  cnftie  engine  he  did  frame, 
Aninst  his  praise  to  stiire  up  enmi^e 
Of  such,  as  Tartnes  like  mote  onto  him  allye. 


80  now  he  01170a  gnydes  an  iineouth  way         [last 

Through  woods  and  monntaines,  till  tliey  came  at 

Into  a  pleasant  dale  that  lowly  lay 

Betwixt  two  hils,  whose  high  heads,  oyerplast. 

The  Talley  did  with  eoole  shade  overcast ; 

Through  midst  thereof  a  little  river  rold, 

By  which  there  sate  a  knight  with  helme  unlaste, 

Himselfe  refreshing  with  the  liquid  cold, 

Afler  his  tiavell  long  and  labours  manifdd. 


zxv. 

"Lot  yooderhe,''eiyde Archimagealowd, 
"  That  wrought  the  shamefull  fact  which  I  did  ahew  ; 
And  now  he  doth  himselfe  in  secret  shrowd. 
To  fly  the  vengeannce  for  his  outrase  dew ; 
But  Tsine  ;  for  ye  shall  dearely  do  mm  rew : 
(80  God  ye  speed  snd  send  von  good  succesae !) 
Which  we  far  off  will  here  abide  to  vew/' 
So  they  him  left  inflam'd  with  wrathfiilnesse, 
That  straigfat  against  that  knight  his  speaie  he  did 
addrMse. 

Who,  seeing  him  from  hr  so  ifierce  to  pricke. 
His  warlike  armea  about  him  gan  embrace. 
And  in  the  rest  his  ready  speare  did  sticks  ; 
Tho,  whenas  still  he  saw  him  towards  pace. 
He  gsn  rencounter  htm  in  squall  race. 
They  bene  ymett,  both  ready  to  aflrap. 
When  soddeinly  that  warriour  gan  abacs 
His  threatned  speare,  aa  if  some  new  mishap 
Had  hfln  betide,  or  hidden  danger  did  entrap ; 


And  cryde,  **  Merde,  sir  knight !  and  mercie,  lord, 
For  mine  offence  and  heedelease  hardiment. 
That  had  almost  committed  crime  abhord. 
And  with  rqsochfnll  shame  mine  honour  shent. 
Whiles  cursed  Steele  sgainat  that  badge  I  bent. 
The  sscred  badge  of  my  Bedeemera  death. 
Which  on  your  ahield  is  aet  for  oinament !" 
But  his  fierce  foe  his  steed  could  stay  uneafth. 
Who,  pffickt  with  eowage  kene,  did  cruell  batteU 
breath. 

xxvin. 

But,  when  he  heard  him  racnke,  streight  way  he  knew 

Hit  errour ;  and,  himselfe  inclvniog,  sayd  ; 

"  Ah !  deare  Sir  Guyon,  well  oecommeth  you. 

But  me  beboveth  rather  to  upbrayd. 

Whose  hastie  hand  so  far  from  reason  stnyd, 

That  almost  it  did  haynous  violence 

On  that  foyre  ymage  of  that  hevenly  majd, 

1  hat  declu  and  annes  your  ahield  with  faire defence  : 

Vour  court'sie  takes  on  you  anothers  dow  offence." 


XXIX. 

So  beene  they  both  atone,  and  doen  opreare 
Their  bevera  bright  each  other  for  to  greet ; 
Goodly  comportaunee  each  to  other  beare, 
And  entertaine  themselves  with  coun'sies  meet. 
Then  said  the  Rederosse  knight ;  "  Now  mote  I  weet, 
Sir  Guyon,  why  with  so  fierce  saliaunce. 
And  fell  intent  ye  did  at  earst  me  meet ; 
For,  sith  I  know  your  goodly  ffouvemaunee, 
Great  cause,  I  weene,  you  guided,  or  some  iineouth 
chaunce." 

XXX. 

"  Cartes,''  said  he.  «<  well  mote  I  shame  to  tell 
The  fond  encheason  that  me  hetlier  led. 
A  &l8e  infSimous  fidtour  late  befell 
Me  for  to  meet,  that  seemed  iU  bested. 
And  playnd  of  grievous  outrage,  which  he  red 
A  kmght  had  wrought  against  a  lady  gent ; 
Which  to  avenge,  he  to  this  phice  me  led, 
Where  you  he  made  the  marke  of  his  intent. 
And  now  is  fled :  foule  shame  him  follow  wher  he 
went!" 

xxxt. 

So  can  he  tnrne  his  esmest  unto  gsme. 

Through  ^;oodly  handliog  aod  wise  temperaunee. 

By  this  his  aged  guide  in  presence  csme  ; 

Who,  soone  as  on  that  knight  his  eye  did  glaunce, 

Eftsoones  of  him  had  perfect  cognizaunce, 

Sith  him  in  Faery  court  he  late  avizd ;       [chaimce, 

And  said ;   "  Fay  re  sonne,  God   grive   you  htt]>py 

And  that  deare  Crosse  uppon  your  shield  devizd, 

Wherewith  above  all  knighta  ye  goodty  seemeaguizd ! 

XXXIf. 

'*  loy  may  you  have,  aud  everlasting  &roe. 

Of  late  moat  hard  atchiev'ment  by  you  donne, 

For  which  enrolled  is  your  glorious  name 

In  heavenly  regiftten  abore  ihe  sunne. 

Where  you  a  saint  with  saints  your  seat  have  wonne  * 

But  wretched  we,  where  ye  have  left  your  marke. 

Must  now  anew  begin  like  race  to  ronne. 

God  guide  thee,  Guyon,  well  to  end  thy  warke, 

And  to  the  wished  haven  bring  thy  weary  barke !" 

xxxm. 

"  Palmer,"  him  answered  the  Rederosse  knight, 
"His  be  the  praise,  that  this  atchiev'meot  wrought. 
Who  made  my  hand  the  orgao  of  His  mis^ht ! 
Mora  then  sroodwill  to  me  attribute  nought ; 
For  all  I  did,  I  did  but  aa  I  ought. 
But  vou,  faire  air,  whose  pageant  next  ensewes, 
Welf  mote  yee  thee,  as  well  csn  wish  your  thought. 
That  home  ye  may  raport  thrise  happy  newes ! 
For  weU  ye  worthy  bene  for  worth  and  gentle  thewea  * 

XXXIV. 

So  courteous  cong^  both  did  give  snd  take, 
With  ri^t  hands  plighted,  pledges  of  good  inVL 
Then  Guyon  forward  gan  bis  voyage  make 
With  hisblaoke  palmer,  that  him  guided  still : 
Still  he  him  guided  over  dale  aod  hill. 
And  with  his  steedy  staffe  did  point  hi^  way  ; 
His  race  with  reason*  snd  with  words  his  will, 
From  fowle  intemperaunce  he  ofte  did  stay. 
And  suffred  not  in  wrath  bis  hssty  steps  to  stray. 

v  3 
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In  this  fairo  wise  they  tnTeild  long  yfere, 
Throngrh  many  hard  aaaayea  which  aid  betide  ; 
or  which  he  nonoor  still  away  did  beare. 
And  spred  his  glory  tfaroagh  all  conntryes  wide. 
At  last,  as  chaunst  them  by  a  forest  side 
To  passe,  for  succour  from  the  scorching  ray. 
They  heard  a  ruefull  yoioe,  that  deamly  criae 
With  peroing  shriekes  and  many  a  dolefull  lay ; 
Which  to  attend,  awhile  their  forward  steps  they  stay. 

XXXTI. 

'<  But  if  that  earelesse  heyens,"  quoth  she,  *'  despise 

TIte  doome  of  iust  revenge,  and  take  delight 

To  see  sad  pageaunts  of  mens  miseries. 

As  bownd  by  them  to  liye  in  liyes  despight ; 

Yet  can  they  not  wame  Death  from  wretched  wight 

Come,  then ;  come  soone ;  come,  sweetest  Death,  to 

A  nd  take  away  this  long  lent  loathed  light :       [me, 

Shnrne  be  thy  wounds,  but  sweete  the  medicines  be, 

That  long  oaptiyed  soules  from  weaiy  thraldrome  free. 

xxxyti. 

**  Rut  thou,  sweete  babe,  whom  frowning  froward  fate 

11  nth  made  sad  witnesse  of  thy  fathers  fall, 

8ith  haven  thee  deignes  to  hold  in  liying  state, 

T<ong  maist  thou  live,  and  better  thrive  withall 

Then  to  thy  lucklesse  parents  did  befiill ! 

Live  thou  f  and  to  thy  mother  dead  attest, 

That  oleare  she  dide  from  blemish  oriminall : 

Thy  little  hands  embrewd  in  bleeding  brest 

toe !  I  for  pledges  leaye  1  So  giye  me  leave  to  rest !" 

xxxym* 

With  that,  a  deadly  shrieke  she  forth  did  throw 
That  through  the  wood  re-echoed  sffaine  ; 
And  after  gave  a  gprone  so  deepe  and  low 
I1mt  seerod  her  tender  hart  was  rent  in  twaine. 
Or  thrild  with  point  of  thorough-piercing  paine : 
As  gentle  hynd,  whose  sides  with  cruell  Steele 
llirough  launched,  forth  her  bleeding  life  doesraine, 
Whiles  the  sad  pang  approching  shee  does  feele, 
Ilraies  out  her  latest  breath,  and  up  her  eies  doth 
seele, 

XXXIX. 

Which  when  that  warriour heard,  dismounting  straict 
Prom  his  tall  steed,  he  rusht  into  the  thick. 
And  soone  arrived  where  that  sad  pourtraict 
()f  death  and  dolour  lay,  halfe  deaa,  halfe  quick ; 
In  whose  white  alabaster  brest  did  stick 
A  eruell  knife,  that  made  a  grriealy  wownd. 
From  which  forth  gushta  stream  of  gore-blood  thickp 
That  all  her  goodly  garments  staind  arownd. 
And  into  a  deep  sanguine  dide  the  grassy  grownd. 


XL. 

Pitifull  spectacle  of  deadly  smart. 
Beside  a  buhling  fountaine  low  she  lay, 
Which  shee  increased  with  her  bleeding  hart, 
And  the  clenne  waves  with  purple  gore  did  ray: 
A  Is  in  her  lap  a  lovely  babe  did  play 
His  cruell  sport,  in  stead  of  sorrow  dew  * 
For  in  her  streaming  blood  he  did  embay 
His  litle  hands,  and  tender  ioints  embrew : 
Pitifull  spectacle,  as  ever  eie  did  vew ! 


xu. 

Besides  them  both,  upon  the  soiled  gras 

The  dead  corse  of  an  armed  knight  was  spred. 

Whose  armour  all  with  blood  bMprincled  was; 

His  ruddy  lips  did  smyle.  and  rosy  red 

Did  paint  his  chearefull  cheekes,  yett  being  dfd ; 

Seemd  to  haye  beene  a  goodly  personage, 

Now  in  his  freshest  flowre  ot  lustyhed, 

Fitt  to  inflame  fiiire  lady  with  loyes  rage. 

But  that  fien  fiite  did  crop  the  blossome  of  his  af;e» 

XUT. 

Whom  when  the  good  Sir  Gnyon  did  behold, 
His  hart  gan  wexe  as  starke  as  marble  stone, 
And  his  nesh  blood  did  frieze  with  fearefuU  cold. 
That  all  his  sences  seemd  berefte  attone : 
At  last  his  mighty  ghost  gan  deepe  to  grone. 
As  lion,  grudging  in  his  great  disdains, 
Moumes  inwardly,  and  makes  to  himselfe  mone  ; 
Til  ruth  and  fraile  affection  did  constraine 
His  stout  courage  to  stoupe,  and  shew  his  mword 
peine. 

xuir. 

Out  of  her  gored  wound  the  cruell  steel 
He  lightly  snatcht,  and  did  the  floodgate  stop 
With  his  fiure  garment :  then  gan  softly  feet 
Her  feeble  pulse,  to  proye  if  any  drop 
Of  living  blood  yet  in  her  veynes  did  hop : 
Which  when  he  telt  to  move,  he  hoped  &ira 
To  call  backe  life  to  her  foraaken  shop : 
So  well  he  >lid  her  deadly  wounds  repaira, 
That  at  the  last  shee  gan  to  breath  ont  living  me. 


XLxy. 

Which  he  pereeiyine,  greatly  gan  rejoice. 
And  goodly  counsel!,  that  for  wounaed  hart 
Is  meetest  med'cine,  tempred  with  sweete  yoioo  ) 
"  Ay  me !  deare  lady,  which  the  ymage  art 
Of  rueful!  pitty  and  impatient  smart. 
What  direfull  chaunce  armd  with  avenging  &te. 
Or  cursed  hand,  hath  plaid  this  cruell  fMut, 
Thus  fowle  to  hasten  your  untimely  date  t 
Speake,  O,  dear  lady,  speake ;  help  neyer  comes  too 
late." 


xLy. 

Therewith,  her  dim  eie*lxds  she  np  gan  reare. 
On  which  the  drery  death  did  sitt  as  sad 
As  lump  of  lead,  and  made  darke  clouds  appears  : 
But  when  as  him,  all  in  bright  armour  clad» 
Before  her  standing  she  espied  had. 
As  one  out  of  a  deadly  dreame  afiright. 
She  weakely  started,  yet  she  nothing  drad  s 
Streight  downe  againe  heraelfe  in  gpreat  de0pig:ht  r 
She  groyeling  tiirew  to  ground,  as  hating  life  nsid 
light. 

LXVI. 

The  gentle  knight  her  soone  with  carefull  paine 
Uplined  light,  and  softly  did  uphold  : 
Tnrise  he  her  reard,  and  thrise  she  sunck  a^paxne. 
Till  be  his  armes  about  her  sides  gan  fold* 
And  to  her  said  ;  *'  Yet,  if  the  stony  cold 
Have  not  all  seised  on  your  frozen  hart. 
Let  one  word  fall  that  may  your  grief  uniold^ 
And  tell  tlie  secrete  of  your  mortal!  smart  : 
He  oft  finds  present  nelpe,  who  does    bis  ftHef< 
impart." 


Canto  I.  J 
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XLVIT. 


Tk«n,  casting  up  a  deadly  looke,  full  low 

She  sigh*t  from  bottome  of  her  wounded  brest ; 

And,  after  many  bitter  throbs  did  throw, 

With  lips  full  pale,  and  foltring  tong  oppreet, 

llieae  words  she  breathed  forth  from  riven  chest ; 

"Leave,  ah  1  leave  off,  whatever  wight  thou  bee, 

To  lett  a  weary  wretch  from  her  dew  rest. 

And  trouble  dying  soules  tranquilitee  ; 

Take  not  away  now  got,  which  none  would  give  to 


me. 


XLvm. 


"  Ah  I  fiir  be  it,"  said  he,  "  dear  dame,  fro  mee. 

To  hinder  soule  from  her  desired  rest. 

Or  hold  sad  life  in  long  captivitee  : 

For,  all  I  seeke,  is  but  to  have  redrest 

The  bitter  pangs  that  doth  your  heart  infest. 

Tell  then,  6  lady,  tell  what  fatall  priefe 

Hath  with  so  huge  misfortune  you  opprest ; 

That  I  may  cast  to  compas  your  reliefe. 

Or  die  with  you  in  sorrow,  and  partake  your  griefe." 

xuz. 

With  feeble  hands  then  sketched  forth  on  bye. 
As  heven  accusing  guilty  of  her  death. 
And  with  dry  drops  congealed  in  her  eye. 
In  these  sad  wordes  she  spent  her  utmost  breath  ; 
'*  Hears  then,  O  man,  the  sorrowes  that  uneath 
My  tong  can  tell,  so  far  all  senoe  they  pas  ! 
Loe !  tlus  dead  corpse,  that  lies  here  underneath. 
The  gentlest  knight,  that  ever  on  greene  nas 
Gay  steed  with  spurs  did  pricke,  tae  good  Sir  Mor- 
dant was: 


-'  Wsa,  (ay  the  while,  that  he  is  not  so  now !) 
My  lord,  my  love,  my  deare  lord,  my  deare  love. 
So  long  as  hevens  iust  with  equall  brow 
Vouchsafed  to  behold  us  from  above. 
One  day,  when  him  high  corage  did  emmove, 
(As  wont  ve  knightes  to  seeke  adventures  wilde,) 
He  pricked  forth  his  puissant  force  to  prove, 
Me  then  he  left  enwombed  of  this  ohilde, 
Hiis  Incklesae  ohilde.  whom  thus  ye  see  with  blood 
defild. 

u. 

"  Him  fortuned  (hard  fortune  ye  may  ghesse  !) 
To  come,  where  vile  Acrasia  does  wonne : 
Aciasiay  a  fidse  enchauntaresse. 
That  many  errant  knightes  have  fowle  fordonne ; 
Within  a  wandring  iuand,  that  doth  ronne 
And  atxay  in  perilous  gulfe,  her  dwelling  is: 
Fayre  sir,  if  ever  there  ye  travell,  shonne 
The  cursed  land  where  many  wend  amis. 
And  know  it  by  the  name ;  it  bight  the  Bown  of 
BUi, 

"  Her  blis  is  aD  in  pleasure,  and  delight. 
Wherewith  she  mafces  her  lovers  dronken  mad  ; 
And  then  with  words,and  weedes,of  wondrous  might, 
On  them  she  workes  her  will  to  uses  bad : 
My  liefost  lord  she  thus  beguiled  had ; 
For  he  was  flesh :  (all  flesh  doth  firayltie  breed  !) 
Whom  when  I  heard  to  beene  so  ill  bestad, 
rWeake  wieteh,)  1  wrapt  myselfe  in  palmers  weed, 
Aad  caat  to  seek  hta  forth  through  danger  and  great 
dfeed. 


LIXL 

**  Now  had  foyre  Cynthia  by  even  tounies 
Full  measured  three-quarters  of  her  yeare. 
And  thrice  three  tymes  had  fild  her  crooked  homes, 
Wbenas  my  wombe  her  burdein  would  forbeare. 
And  bad  me  call  Lucina  to  me  neare. 
Lucina  came  :  a  manchild  forth  I  brought :  [weare. 
The  woods,  the  nymphes,  my  bowres,  my  midwives, 
Hard  help  at  need  !  so  deare  thee,  babe,  I  bought ; 
Yet  nought  too  dear  I  deemd,  while  so  my  deaie  1 
sought. 


LIV. 


«( 


Him  so  I  sought ;  and  so  at  last  I  fownd. 
Where  him  that  witch  had  thralled  to  her  will. 
In  chaines  of  lust  and  lewde  desyres  ybownd. 
And  so  transformed  from  his  former  sldll, 
That  me  he  knew  not,  nether  his  owne  ill ; 
Till,  through  wise  handling  and  faire  govemaunce, 
1  him  recured  to  a  better  will, 
Pui^^  from  drugs  of  fowle  intempenunce : 
Then  meanes  I  gan  devise  for  his  aeliverance. 

LV. 

'*  Which  when  the  vile  enchaunteresse  perceiv'd. 
How  that  my  lord  from  her  1  would  reprive, 
With  cup  thus  charmd  him  parting  she  deceivd ; 
'  Sad  verse,  give  death  to  him  that  death  does  give, 
And  losse  of  love  to  her  that  loves  to  live. 
So  soone  as  Bacchus  with  the  Nymphe  does  lincke  ! 
So  parted  we,  and  on  our  ioumey  drive  ; 
Till,  coming  to  this  well,  he  stoupt  to  drincke : 
The  charme  fulfild,  dead  suddemly  he  downe  did 
sincke. 

X.VI. 

'*  Which  when  I,  wretch" — Not  one  word  more  she 

But  breaking  off  the  end  for  want  of  breath,  [sayd. 

And  slyding  soft,  as  downe  to  sleepe  her  layd. 

And  ended  all  her  woe  in  quiet  death. 

That  seeing,  good  Sir  Guyon  could  uneath 

From  teaies  abstayne  ;  for  griefe  his  hart  did  grate. 

And  from  so  heavie  sight  his  hesd  did  wreath, 

Accusing  fortune,  and  too  cruell  fate. 

Which  plonged  had  foire  lady  in  so  wretched  state. 

i,vn. 

Then,  turning  to  his  palmer,  ssid ;  '*  Old  syre. 
Behold  the  ymage  of^  mortalitie. 
And  feeble  nature  cloth'd  with  fleshly  tyre  ! 
When  raging  Passion  with  fierce  tyranny 
Robs  Reason  of  her  dew  regalitie, 
And  makes  it  servaunt  to  her  basest  part ; 
The  strong  it  weakens  with  infirmitie. 
And  with  bold  furie  armes  the  weakest  hart : 
The  strong  through  pleasure  soonest  felles,  the  weake 
through  smart." 

Lynx. 

"  But  Temperaunce,*'  said  he,  "  with  golden  squire 
Betwixt  them  both  can  measure  out  a  meane  ; 
Nether  to  melt  in  pleasures  whott  desyre, 
Nor  frye  in  hartlesse  griefe  and  dolefull  tene  : 
Thrise  happy  man,  who  fares  them  both  atweene ! 
But  sith  this  wretched  woman  overcome 
Of  anguish,  rather  then  of  crime,  hath  bene, 
Reserve  her  cause  to  her  etemall  doome ; 
And,  in  the  meane,  vouchsafe  her  honorable  toombe.' 


ro 
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JSX» 

'*  Palmer,"  qnoth  be,  "  deatb  is  an  equall  doome 
To  good  and  bad,  the  common  in  of  rest ; 
But  after  death  the  tiyall  is  to  come. 
When  best  shall  bee  to  them  that  lired  best : 
But  both  alike,  when  death  hath  both  supprest, 
Reli^oas  rererence  doth  burial  teene ; 
Which  whoso  wants,  wants  so  much  of  his  rest : 
For  all  so  greet  shame  after  death  I  weene, 
As  seUe  to  dyen  bad,  unburied  bad  to  beene. 


LX. 


80  both  agree  their  bodies  to  engrave : 

The  great  earthes  wombe  they  open  to  the  sky, 

And  with  sad  cyprease  seemely  it  ambrtre ; 

Then,  ooTering  with  a  clod  their  closed  ey9, 

They  lay  thmein  their  corses  tenderiy, 

And  bid  them  sleepe  in  everlastxng  peace. 

But,  ere  they  did  their  utmost  obsequy, 

Sir  Guyott  more  aiFection  to  increaee, 

Bynempt  a  sacred  tow,  which  none  should  ay  rekacei 


LXX. 


The  dead  knights  sword  out  of  hia  sheath  he  drew, 
With  which  he  eutt  a  lock  of  all  their  heare. 
Which  medling  with  their  blood  and  earth  he  threw 
Into  the  grave,  and  gan  devoutly  sweare ; 
"  Such  and  such  eril  God  on  Guyon  reare, 
And  worse  end  worse,  young  oipnane,  be  thy  payne, 
If  I,  or  thou,  dew  rengeaunoe  doe  forbeare. 
Till  guiltie  blood  her  gpierdon  doe  obtayne  !"-*- 
80,  shedding  many  tearea,  they  closd  the  earth  agayne« 


CANTO  II. 

Babes  bloody  handes  may  not  be  elensd. 

The  fsce  of  Golden  Meane : 
Her  sisters.  Two  Extremities, 

Strire  her  to  banish  oleane. 


Tnt's  when  Sir  Guyon  with  his  faithful  gnyde 
Had  with  dew  rites  and  dolorous  lament 
The  end  of  their  sad  tragedie  uptyde. 
The  little  babe  up  in  his  simes  he  bent ; 
W)io  with  sweet  pleaaaunce,  and  bold  blandishment, 
Gan  smyle  on  them,  that  radier  ought  to  weepe. 
As  carefesae  of  his  woe,  or  innocent 
Of  that  was  doen  ;  that  ruth  empereed  deepe 
In  that  knightea  hart,  and  wordes  with  bitter  tearea 
did  steepe : 

R. 

<*  Ah  !  lucklesse  babe,  home  under  cmell  starre. 
And  in  dead  parents  beleftill  ashes  bred. 
Full  little  weenest  thou  what  sorrowes  are 
Left  thee  for  porcion  of  thy  lirelyhed  ; 
Poore  orpbane  !  in  the  wide  world  scattered, 
As  budding  braunch  rent  from  the  native  tree. 
And  thro  wen  forth,  till  it  be  withered  ! 
Such  is  the  state  of  men !   Thus  enter  we 
Into  this  life  with  woe,  and  end  with  miseree  1'* 


m. 

Then,  soft  himselfe  inolyning  on  his  knee 
Downe  to  that  well,  did  in  the  water  weene 
(So  tore  does  loath  disdainefull  nioitee) 
11  is  guiltie  handes  fix>m  bloody  gore  to  deene : 
He  washt  them  oft  and  oft,  yet  nought  they  beene 
For  all  his  washing  cleaner  :  still  he  strore ; 
Vet  still  the  litle  bands  were  bloody  seene  : 
The  which  him  into  great  amas'ment  droTe, 
And  into  divert  doubt  his  warering  wonder  clove. 


IT. 

He  wist  not  whether  blott  of  fowle  offence 
Might  not  be  purgd  with  water  nor  with  bath ; 
Or  that  High  God,  in  lieu  of  innocence, 
Imprinted  had  that  token  of  Hia  wrath. 
To  shew  how  sore  bloodguiltinease  He  hat'th  ; 
Or  that  the  diaime  and  reneme,  which  they  dron< 
Their  blood  with  aeoret  filth  infected  hath, 
Bebg  di£^sed  thnmgh  the  senceleaa  tronck 
That,  through  the  great  contagion,  diirefol  dew 
atonck. 


Whom  thus  at  gate  the  palmer  gan  to  bord 
With  goodly  reason,  and  thua  fayre  bespake  ; 
"  Ye  bene  right  hard  amated,  gratious  lord. 
And  of  your  ignorance  great  menreill  make 
Whiles  cause  not  well  conceived  ye  mistake* 
But  know,  that  secret  vertues  are  infuad 
In  every  fouQtaine,  and  in  everie  lake. 
Which,  who  hath  skill  them  rightly  to  luive  chuj 
To  proofe  of  passing  wonders  hath  fuU  oAen  aa< 


"  Of  those,  some  were  so  from  their  aonree  indt 
By  great  dame  Nature,  from  whose  frattfuU  p«] 
Toeir  welheads  spring,  and  are  with  moisture  aei 
Which  feeds  each  living  plant  with  liquid  sap* 
And  fills  with  flowres  fiiyre  Floiaes  painted  Unp 
But  other  some,  by  guifte  of  later  grace 
Or  by  good  prayers,  or  by  other  hi^. 
Had  vertue  pourd  into  their  waters  baoe. 
And  thenceforth  were  renowmd,  and  eou^bt 
place  to  place. 
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vn. 

"  Such  is  this  well,  wioaffht  by  occssion  stniuge. 
Which  to  her  nymph  befell.    Upon  s  day. 
As  she  the  woodes  with  bow  and  shaftes  did  rannge. 
The  heartlease  hynd  and  roebacke  to  dismay, 
Dan  Fannns  efaannst  to  meet  her  by  the  way. 
And,  Idndhng  fire  at  her  faire-barning  eye, 
Inflamed  waa  to  follow  beaoties  chace. 
And  chased  her,  that  fast  from  him  did  fly ; 
As  hynd  firam  her,  so  she  fled  from  her  enimy. 

"  At  last,  when  firyling  breath  began  to  faint. 
And  aaw  no  meanes  to  aespe  ;  of  shame  afiayd. 
She  set  her  downe  to  weepe  for  sore  constraint ; 
And,  to  Diana  calling  lowd  for  ayde. 
Her  desre  beaonght  to  let  her  die  a  mayd. 
The  goddesse  heard ;  and  suddeine,  where  she  sate 
Wellmg  ont  streames  of  teares,  and  quite  dismayd 
AVith  stony  feare  of  that  nide  nistick  mate, 
Transformd  her  to  a  stone  from  sted^t  Tirgins 
state. 

xz. 

"  Lo !  now  she  is  that  stone  ;  from  whose  two  heads, 
As  from  two  weeping  eyes,  fresh  streames  do  flow, 
Yet  oolde  through  ftere  and  old  coneeiTed  dreads  t 
And  yet  the  stone  her  semblance  seemes  to  show, 
Shapt  like  a  maide,  that  such  ye  may  her  know ; 
And  yet  her  Tertues  in  her  water  byde  : 
For  it  is  chaste  and  pure  as  purest  snow, 
Ne  lata  her  wares  with  any  filth  be  dyde  ; 
Bat  erer,  like  herselfe,  unstayned  hatn  beene  txyde. 

X. 

"  From  thence  it  comes,  that  this  babes  bloody  hand 

Msy  not  be  clensd  with  water  of  this  well : 

Ne  certes,  sir,  strive  you  it  to  withstand. 

But  let  them  still  be  bloody,  as  befell. 

That  they  his  mothers  innocence  may  tell. 

As  she  bequeathd  in  her  last  testament ; 

That  as  a  aacred  symbole,  it  may  dwell 

In  her  sonnes  flean,  to  mind  rerengement. 

And  be  for  all  chaste  dames  sn  endlesse  moniment.* 


XI. 

He  hearkned  to  his  reason ;  snd  the  childe 
Uptaldng,  to  the  palmer  gaye  to  beare ; 
But  his  sad  flithers  armes  with  blood  defilde. 
An  heayie  load,  himselfe  did  lightly  reare ; 
And  turning  to  diat  place,  in  which  wbyleare 
He  left  his  Toftie  steed  with  golden  sell 
And  goodly  gorgeous  barbes,  him  found  not  theore : 
By  other  acadent,  that  earst  befell. 
He  is  oonyaide ;  but  how,  or  where,  here  fits  not 
teU. 

xn. 

Which  when  Sir  Guyon  saw,  all  were  he  wroth. 

Yet  algatea  mote  he  soft  himselfe  appease, 

And  fiurely  iare  on  foot,  howeyer  loth  : 

His  double  burden  did  him  sore  disease. 

So,  long  they  trayeiled  with  little  ease. 

Till  that  at  last  they  to  a  castle  came, 

Baih  on  a  rocke  adioyning  to  the  seas  : 

It  was  an  aundent  worke  of  6ntique  ^ne. 

And  wondrous  strong  by  nature  and  by  skilftill 


xin. 


Therein  three  sisten  dwelt  of  sundry  sort. 

The  children  of  one  syre  by  mothers  three  , 

Who,  dying  whylome,  did  divide  this  fort 

To  them  by  equall  shares  in  equall  fee : 

But  stryfuU  mind  and  direrse  qualitee 

Drew  them  in  partes,  and  each  made  othera  foe  : 

Still  did  they  strive  and  daily  disagree ; 

The  eldest  md  against  the  youngest  goe. 

And  both  against  the  middest  meant  to  worken  woe 


xiy. 

Where  when  the  knight  arriv'd,  he  was  right  well 

Receiy'd,  as  knight  of  so  much  worth  bec^e. 

Of  second  sister,  who  did  far  excell 

The  other  two ;  Medina  was  her  name, 

A  sober,  sad,  and  comely  courteous  dame : 

Who  rich  arayd,  and  yet  in  modest  guize. 

In  goodly  garments  that  her  well  became, 

Fayre  marching  forth  in  honorable  wise. 

Him  at  the  threshold  mett  and  well  did  enterprise. 

xy. 

She  led  him  up  into  a  goodly  bowre. 
And  comely  courted  with  meete  modestie  i 
Ne  in  her  speech,  ne  in  her  haviour. 
Was  ligbtnesse  seene  or  looser  vanitie. 
But  gratious  womanhood,  and  grevitie. 
Above  the  reason  of  her  youthly  yeares  : 
Her  golden  lockes  she  roundly  did  uptye 
In  breaded  tramels,  that  no  looser  heares 
Did  out  of  order  stny  about  her  daintie  eares. 

XVI. 

Whitest  she  her  selfe  thus  busily  did  frame 
Seemely  to  entertaine  her  new'come  guest, 
Newes  hereof  to  her  other  sistera  came. 
Who  all  this  while  were  at  their  wanton  rest, 
Accourting  each  her  frend  with  lavish  fest : 
Tliev  were  two  knights  of  perelesse  puissaunce. 
And  famous  far  abroad  for  warlike  gest. 
Which  to  these  ladies  loye  did  countenaunce, 
And  to  his  mistresse  each  himselfe  strove  to  ad- 
yaunce. 

He,  that  made  loye  unto  the  eldest  dame. 

Was  bight  Sir  Hnddibras,  an  hardy  man  ; 

Yet  not  so  good  of  deedes  ss  great  of  nams^ 

Which  be  by  many  rash  adventures  wan. 

Since  errant  armea  to  sew  he  firet  began. 

More  huge  in  strength  then  wise  in  workes  he  was 

And  reason  with  fool*hardize  over-ran  ; 

Sterne  melancholy  did  his  courage  pas ; 

And  was,  for  tenourmore,  all  armd  in  shyning  bras, 

XVIIJ. 

But  he,  that  loy'd  the  youngest,  was  Sanaloy ; 

He,  that  faire  Una  late  fowle  outraged. 

The  most  unrulv  and  the  boldest  boy 

That  ever  warlike  weapons  menaged* 

And  all  to  lawlesse  lust  encouraged 

Through  strong  opinion  of  his  matchlesse  might ; 

Ne  ought  he  car'a  whom  he  endamaged 

By  tortious  wrong,  or  whom  bereav*d  of  right  i 

He,  now  this  ladies  champion,  chose  for  love  to  fight 
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These  two  gay  knights  Towd  to  so  diverse  lores, 

Each  other  does  envy  with  deadly  hate. 

And  daily  warre  against  his  foeman  moves. 

In  hope  to  win  more  favour  with  his  mate, 

And  tn'  others  pleasing  service  to  ahate. 

To  magnifie  his  owne.     But  when  they  heard 

How  in  that  place  straunge  knight  arrived  late, 

Both  knights  and  ladies  forth  right  anery  fiir*d, 

And  fercely  unto  hattell  sterne  themselves  preparM. 


zx. 

But,  ere  they  could  proceede  unto  the  place 
Where  he  abode,  themselves  at  discord  fell. 
And  cruell  combat  ioynd  in  middle  space  : 
With  horrible  assault,  and  fury  fell. 
They  heapt  huge  strokes  the  scorned  life  to  quell, 
That  all  on  uprore  from  her  settled  seat 
The  house  was  raysd,  and  all  that  in  did  dwell ; 
Seemd  that  lowd  thunder  with  amazement  ipeat 
Did  rend  the  ratling  skyes  with  flames  of  fouldring 
heat. 

XXX. 

The  noyse  thereof  cald  forth  that  straun^r  knifht, 
To  weet  what  dreadfull  thing  was  there  m  bond  ; 
Where  whenas  two  brave  kmghtes  in  bloody  fight 
With  deadly  rancour  he  enraunged  fond. 
His  Bunbroad  shield  about  his  wrest  he  bond, 
And  shyning  blade  unsheathd,  with  which  he  ran 
Unto  that  stead,  their  strife  to  understond ; 
And,  at  his  first  arrival!,  them  began 
With  goodly  meanes  to  pacifie,  well  as  he  can. 

xxn. 

But  they,  him  spying,  both  with  greedy  forae 
Attonce  upon  him  ran,  and  him  beset 
With  strokes  of  mortall  Steele  without  remorse. 
And  on  his  shield  like  yron  sledges  bet. 
As  when  a  beare  and  tygre,  being  met 
In  cruell  fight  on  Lybicke  ocean  wide, 
Espye  a  travefler  with  feet  surbet. 
Whom  they  in  equall  pray  hope  to  divide. 
They  stint  their  strife  and  him  assayle  on  eyerie 
aide. 

zxiit. 

But  he,  not  like  a  wearie  traveilere. 
Their  sharp  assault  right  boldly  did  rebut, 
And  suffred  not  their  blowes  to  byte  him  nere. 
But  with  redoubled  bufiTes  them  backe  did  put : 
Whose  grieved  miudes,  which  choler  did  eu^lut, 
Against  themselves  turning  their  wratbfull  spight, 
Gan  with  new  rage  their  shieldes  to  hew  nnd  cut. 
But  still,  when  Guyou  came  to  part  their  fij^ht, 
With  heavie  load  on  him  they  freshly  gan  to  smight. 

XZIV. 

As  a  tan  ship  tossed  in  troublous  seas. 
Whom  raging  windes,  threatning  to  make  the  pray 
Of  the  rough  rockea,  doe  diversly  disease, 
.Meetes  two  contr&xie  billowes  by  the  way. 
That  her  on  either  side  doe  sore  assay. 
And  boast  to  swallow  her  in  greedy  grave  ;     [way, 
Shee,  scorning  both  their  spights,  does  make  wide 
And  with  her  brest  breaking  the  fomy  wave. 
Does  ride  on  both  their  backs,  and  faire  herself  doth 
•are : 


zxv. 

So  boldly  he  him  beares,  and  msheth  forth 
Betweene  them  both,  by  conduct  of  his  blade. 
Wondrous  great  prowesse  and  heroick  worth 
He  shewd  that  day,  and  rare  ensample  made. 
When  two  so  mightie  wanioura  he  dismade : 
Attonoe  he  wards  and  strikes  ;  he  takes  and  paies ; 
Now  forst  to  yield,  now  forcing  to  invade ; 
Before,  behind,  and  round  about  him  laies  : 
80  double  was  his  paines,  so  double  be  his  praise. 

ZZVI. 

Straunge  sort  of  fieht,  three  valiaunt  knights  to  sea 
Three  oombates  iome  in  one,  and  to  darraine 
A  triple  warre  with  triple  enmitee. 
All  for  their  ladies  froward  love  to  gaine. 
Which,  gotten,  was  but  hate.    80  Love  does  none 
In  stoutest  minds,  and  maketh  monstrous  warre; 
He  maketh  warre,  he  maketh  peace  againe, 
And  yett  his  peace  is  but  continual  ianre  : 
O  miserable  men,  that  to  him  subject  arre ! 

xzvn. 

Whilst  thus  they  mingled  were  in  furious  armes. 
The  £ure  Medina  with  her  tresses  tome 
And  naked  brest,  in  pitty  of  their  haimes, 
Emongst  them  ran ;  and,  falling  them  befome, 
Beaought  them  by  the  womb  which  them  had  bon^ 
And  by  the  loves  which  were  to  them  moat  deare. 
And  by  the  knighthood  which  they  sure  had  sworn. 
Their  deadly  cruell  discord  to  forbeare. 
And  to  her  iust  conditions  of  faire  peace  to  heare. 

xxvnx. 

But  her  two  other  aiiters,  standing  by. 

Her  lowd  gainsaid  ;  and  both  their  championa  bad 

Puniew  the  end  of  their  strong  enmity, 

As  ever  of  their  loves  they  would  be  glad  : 

Yet  aha  with  pitthy  words,  and  counseli  sad. 

Still  strove  their  stubbome  rases  to  revoke ; 

That  at  the  last,  suppressing  niry  mad, 

They  gan  abstaine  from  dint  of  direfull  stroke. 

And  harken  to  the  sober  speaches  which  she  spoke 

ZXIZ. 

"  Ah  1  puissant  lords,  what  curaed  evill  sprigUt, 
Or  fell  Erinnys,  in  your  noble  harts 
Her  hellish  brond  bath  kindled  with  despight. 
And  stird  you  up  to  worke  your  wilfull  smarts  t 
Is  this  the  ioy  or  armes  ?  be  these  the  parts 
Of  glorious  knighthood,  after  blood  to  thrust. 
Ana  not  regard  dew  riffht  and  iust  desarta  t 
Vaine  is  the  vaunt,  and  victory  uniust. 
That  more  to  mighty  hands  then  right^  cause  doth 
trust 

xxz. 

'*  And  were  there  rightfull  cause  of  difTermce* 
Yet  were  not  better  rayre  it  to  accord. 
Then  with  hlood-guiltmesae  to  hei^  offence. 
And  mortal  vengeaunce  iovne  to  crime  abhord  1 
O !  fly  from  wrath  ;  fly,  O  my  liefest  lord  I 
Sad  M  the  eights,  and  bitter  tmits  of  warre. 
And  thousand  furies  wait  on  wrathfall  sword  : 
Ne  ought  the  praise  of  prowesse  more  doth  marre 
Then  fowle  revenging  rage,  and  base  contentious 
iarre. 
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*'  There  this  old  palmer  shewd  bimselfe  that  day, 
And  to  that  mighty  princesae  did  complaine 
Of  grievoas  mischides,  which  a  wicked  Fay 
Had  wrought,  and  many  whehnd  in  deadly  paine^ 
Whereof  he  cray'd  ledresse.    My  soveraine. 
Whose  glory  is  io  gracious  deeds,  and  ioyea 
Thronghout  the  world  her  mercy  to  maintaine, 
Eftsoones  derisd  redresse  for  such  annoyes : 
Me,  idl  nnfitt  for  so  great  pozpose,  she  employes* 

XUT. 

'*  Now  hath  faire  Phebe  with  her  ailTer  fiioe 

Thrise  seene  the  shadowes  of  the  neather  woild, 

Sith  last  I  left  that  honorable  place, 

In  which  her  roiall  presence  is  entrold ; 

Ne  erer  shall  I  rest  in  house  nor  hold, 

TiU  I  that  fiilse  Acrasia  haye  wonne ; 

Of  whose  fowle  deedes,  too  hideous  to  bee  told, 

I  witnesse  am,  and  this  their  wretched  sonne 

Whose  wofuli  patents  she  hath  wickedly  foidonne.' 


n 


XLT. 

"Tell  on,  (ayre  Bnr."  said  she,  "that  ddefitD  tala. 

From  wMch  sad  rath  does  seeme  you  to  reaCzatiM, 

That  we  may  pitty  such  unhappie  bale. 

And  learne  from  rleasnres  poyson  to  abstaiiie : 

HI,  by  enaampley  good  doth  onen  gayne. 

Then  forward  he  his  purpose  gan  puraewt 

And  told  the  story  of  the  mortaD  pejms. 

Which  Mordant  and  Amam  did  rew ; 

As,  with  lamenting  eyes,  bimaeiie  did  lately  yvw. 

ZLTX. 

Ni||:ht  was  ht  spent ;  and  now  in  ocean  deep 
Onon,  flying  bgt  from,  hi— JBy  snake. 
His  flammg  head  did  hasten  &r  to  steep. 
When  of  ms  pitteous  tale  he  end  did  make : 
Whilst  with  delight  of  that  he  wisriy  spake 
Those  gnestes  b^yled  did  beguyle  their  eyes 
Of  kindly  sleepe,  tliat  did  tfa^m  ovettake. 
At  last,  when  they  had  markt  the  ehannged  skyes. 
They  wist  their  howie  was  wpeat }  then  esdi  to  rest 
him  byes. 


CANTO  HL 

Vaine  Braggadocchio,  getting  Guy- 
ons  horse,  is  made  the  scome 

Of  kniffhthood  trew ;  and  is  of  fityre 
Belpboebe  fowle  forlome* 


I. 


SooNB  as  the  morrow  fa3fTe  with  purple  beames 
Disperst  the  shadowes  of  the  misty  night. 
And  Titan,  playing  on  the  eastern  streames, 
Gan  cleare  the  deawy  ayre  with  springing  light ; 
Sir  Guyon,  mindfuU  of  his  yow  yplight. 
Uprose  from  drowsie  couch,  and  him  addrest 
Unto  the  ioumey  which  he  had  behight : 
His  puissant  armes  about  his  noble  brest« 
And  many  folded  shield  he  bound  about  bis  wnst 


lit 

Then,  taking  cong4  of  that  yirgin  pure. 
The  bloody-handed  babe  unto  her  truth 
Did  earnestly  committ,  and  her  coniure 
In  yertuous  lore  to  traioe  his  tender  youth, 
And  all  that  gentle  noriture  ensu'th  ; 
And  that,  so  soone  as  lyper  yeares  h^  raught, 
Ae  might,  for  memoiy  of  that  dayes  ruth. 
Be  called  Ruddymane ;  and  thereby  taught 
T*  ayenge  his  parents  death  on  them  that  had  it 
wrought* 

m. 

So  forth  he  fiiT'd,  as  now  befeD,  on  foot, 

Sith  his  good  steed  is  lately  frmn  him  gone ; 

Patience  perforce  :  belplesse  what  may  it  boot 

To  frett  for  anger,  or  for  griefe  to  mone  t 

His  p^er  now  shall  foot  no  more  alone. 

So  fortune  wrought,  as  under  greene  woodes  syde 

He  lately  beard  that  dying  lady  grone. 

He  left  his  steed  without,  and  speare  besyde. 

And  rushed  in  on  foot  to  ayd  her  ere  she  dyde. 


ly. 


The  whyles  a  losell  windring  by  the  way. 
One  that  to  bountie  neyer  cast  ms  mynd, 
Ne  thought  of  honour  oyer  did  asai^ 
His  baser  brest,  but  in  his  kestzeU  kynd 
A  pleasing  yaine  of  glosy  he  did  fynd, 
To  which  his  flowing  toung  and  troublous  spright 
Gaye  him  great  ayd,  and  nude  him  more  inclynd ; 
He,  that  bnve  steed  there  finding  ready  dight, 
Purioynd  both  steed  and  spears,  snd  ran  away  foil 
light. 


T. 


Now  gan  his  hart  sll  swell  in  iollit^, 
And  of  bimselfe  great  hope  and  help  conoeiy'd. 
That  pufled  up  with  smoke  of  yanity. 
And  with  selfe-loyed  personage  deceiy'd* 
He  gan  to  hope  of  men  to  be  leceiy'd 
For  such,  as  he  him  thought,  or  foine  would  bee : 
But  for  in  court  gay  poitannce  he  peroeiy'd, 
And  gallant  shew  to  be  in  greatest  gree, 
Eftsoomes  to  eooit  he  cast  t*  adyauooe  his  first 
degree. 


TI. 


And  by  the  way  he  channced  to  espy 

One  sitting  ydto  on  a  sunny  bancke 

To  whom  ayauntin^  in  great  bravery^ 

As  peaoocke  that  his  pamted  plumes  doth  pranck. 

He  smote  his  courser  in  the  trembling  flanck, 

And  to  him  threatned  his  hart-thriUing  speare 

The  seely  man,  seeing  him  ryde  so  lanck 

And  ayme  at  him.  foU  flat  to  eround  for  feare. 

And  crying,  *'  Mercy,"  loud,  his  pitious  handes  gan 
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VII. 


TherMt  the  wtrorow  wexed  wondrous  prowd. 
Through  foxtane  of  bis  first  adventare  niyre. 
And  with  big  thnndring  voioe  rei7ld  him  lowd ; 
*'  Vile  cavtiye,  Tsssal  of  dread  and  despayre  1 
Unworthie  of  the  commune  breathed  ayre. 
Why  lirest  thou,  dead  dog,  a  longer  day. 
Ana  doest  not  onto  death  thyseUe  prepayre  t 
Dy,  or  thyaelfe  my  captive  yield  for  ay : 
Gnat  fiivour  I  thee  graunt  for  annswere  thus  to 
Btay." 


"  Hold,  O  deare  lord,  hold  yonr  dead-doing  hand/* 
Then  loud  he  eryde,  "  I  am  your  humble  thrall." 
**  Ah  wretch,"  (moth  he,  *'  thy  destinies  withstand 
My  wnthfoll  will,  and  doe  for  mercy  caU* 
I  give  thee  life :  therefore  prostritea  fall. 
And  kisse  my  stirmp  ;  that  thy  homage  bee." 
The  miser  thirew  himselfe,  as  an  ofi&ll. 
Straight  at  his  foot  in  base  hnmilitee. 
And  deeped  him  his  liege,  to  hold  of  him  in  fee. 

IX. 

So  hspfvy  peace  they  made  and  ftire  accord. 
Eftsoones  this  liegeman  gan  to  weze  more  bold, 
And,  when  he  lelt  the  foUy  of  his  lord, 
In  his  owne  kind  he  gan  himselfe  unfold  : 
For  he  was  wyUe  witted,  and  ipeowne  old 
In  ennntng  deiffhtes  and  practick  knavery. 
From  that  day  torth  he  cast  finr  to  uphold 
His  ydla  hmnonr  with  fine  flattery, 
An^  blow  the  bdlowes  to  his  swelling  vanity. 


Trosapart,  fitt  nan  tor  Braggadocchio  ^ 

To  serve  at  court  in  view  of  vaunting  eye  ; 
Vaine-glorions  man,  when  flnttring  wind  does  blow 
In  his  nght  winges,  is  lifted  up  to  skye ; 
The  scome  of  knighthood  and  trew  chevaliye. 
To  thinke,  without  desert  of  gentle  deed 
And  noble  worth,  to  be  advaunced  hye ; 
Such  prayae  is  shame ;  but  honour,  vertues  meed. 
Doth  bsue  the  fiiyrast  flowie  in  honourable  seed. 

an. 

So  forth  theiy  pes,  a  weQ  consorted  payrs,  ^ 

Till  that  at  length  with  Archimage  they  meet :  % 

Who  seeing  one,  that  shone  in  armour  fayze. 

On  goodly  courser  thondring  with  his  feet, 

Eftsoones  supposed  him  a  person  meet 

Of  his  revenge  to  make  the  iiwtrument : 

For  since  the  Redcrosse  knight  he  erst  did  weet 

To  been  with  Guy<m  knitt  in  one  consent. 

The  iD,  which  eaist  to  hia,  be  now  to  Guyon  ment. 


) 


And  eononng  close  to  Trompart  gan  inqnere 
Of  him,  what  mirbtie  warriour  that  mote  bee, 
That  rode  in  golaen  sell  with  single  spere, 
But  wanted  sword  to  wreake  his  enmitee. 
"  He  is  a  great  adventurer,*'  said  he, 
"  That  hai&  his  sword  through  bard  assa^  forgone. 
And  now  hath  vowd,  till  he  avenged  bee 
Of  that  despight,  never  to  wearen  none ; 

speareis  htm  enough  to  doena  thoonad  grone. 
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XUI. 

Th'  encbaunter  greatly  ioyed  in  the  vaunt. 
And  weened  wd  ere  long  bis  will  to  win, 
And  both  his  foen  wit*  equall  foyle  to  daunt : 
Tho  to  him  looting  lowly  did  begin 
To  plains  of  wronges,  which  had  committed  bin 
By  Guyon,  and  by  that  false  Redcrosse  knight ; 
which  two,  through  treason  and  deceiptfuU  gin. 
Had  slsjme  Sir  Modant  and  his  lady  bright : 
That  mote  him   honour  win,  to  wreak  so  fouls 
despight. 

xiy 

Therewith  sll  suddeioly  he  seemd  enrag'd, 
And  threatned  death  with  dreadfull  countenaunce. 
As  if  their  lives  had  in  his  hand  beene  ga^'d ; 
And  with  stiffe  force  shaking  bis  mortall  launce* 
To  let  him  weet  his  doughtie  valiaunce, 
Thus  said ;  "  Old  man,  grsat  sure  shal  be  thy  meed. 
If,  where  those  knights  for  feere  of  dew  vengea6nce 
Doe  lurke,  thou  certeinly  to  mee  areed, 
That  I  may  wreake  on  them  their  hainous  hateful 
deed.^' 

XV. 

"  Certes,  my  lord,"  said  he,  "  that  shsU  I  soonsb 
And  give  you  eke  g^ood  helpe  to  their  decay. 
But  mote  1  wisely  you  advise  to  doon ; 
Give  no  ods  to  your  foes,  but  doe  purvay 
Yourselfe  of  sword  before  that  bloody  day ; 
^For  they  be  two  the  prowest  knights  on  grownd. 
And  oft  approved  in  many  hard  asssy ;) 
And  eke  or  surest  Steele,  that  may  be  fownd. 
Do  aime  yourselfe  against    that    day,    them  to 
oonfownd." 

XVI. 

<*  Dotard,"  aside  he,  "  let  be  thy  deepe  advise ; 
Seemes  that  through  many  yeares  thy  wits  thee  faile. 
And  that  weake  ela  hath  left  thee  nothing  wise. 
Els  never  should  thy  iudgement  be  so  frayle 
To  measure  manhooid  by  the  sword  or  mayle. 
Is  not  enough  fowre  ouarters  of «  man, 
Withouten  sword  or  snield,  sn  hosts  to  quayle? 
Thou  litle  wotest  what  this  right-hand  can : 
Speake  they,  which  have  behdd  the  battailes  which 


It  wan. 


ft 


xvn. 


Tbe  man  was  much  abashed  at  his  boast ; 
Yet  well  he  wist  that  whoso  would  contend 
With  either  of  those  knightes  on  even  coast. 
Should  neede  of  all  his  armes  him  to  defend ; 
Yet  feared  least  his  boldnesse  should  offend  : 
AVhen  Braggadocchio  saide ;  "  Once  I  did  sweare, 
When  with  one  sword  seven  knightes  I  brought  toend. 
Thenceforth  in  battaile  never  sword  to  beare. 
But  it  were  that  which  noblest  knight  on  earth  doth 


weare. 


xvm. 


"  Perdy,  sir  knight,"  aside  then  th'  enchsunter  blive, 
"  That  dhaU  I  shortly  purchsse  to  your  bond : 
For  now  the  best  snd  noblest  knigat  alive 
Prince  Arthur  is,  that  wonnes  in  Faerie  lond ; 
He  hath  a  sword,  that  flames  like  burning  brond : 
The  same,  by  my  device,  I  undertake 
Shall  by  to-morrow  by  thy  side  be  fond." 
At  which  bold  word  that  boaster  gan  to  quake. 
And  wondred  in  his  minde  what  mote  that  monster 
make. 
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He  stajd  not  for  more  bidding,  but  away 
Waa  auddein  yanished  oat  of  nU  sight : 
The  northerne  winde  his  wings  did  broad  display 
At  his  commaund,  and  reared  him  up  light 
From  off  the  earth  to  take  his  aerie  night. 
They  lookt  about,  but  no  where  could  espye 
Tract  of  his  foot :  then  dead  through  great  affHght 
They  both  nigh  were,  and  each  bad  other  flye  : 
Both  fled  attonce,  ne  ever  backe  retoumed  eye ; 


I 


zx. 


Till  that  they  come  unto  a  forrest  greene. 

In  which  they  sbrowd  themselves  from  causeles  feare; 

Vet  feare  them  followes  still,  where  so  they  beene  : 

Each  trembling  leafe  and  whistling  wind  they  heare, 

As  ghastly  bug,  does  greatly  them  affeare  : 

Yet  both  doe  strive  their  fearefulnesse  to  faine. 

At  last  they  heard  a  home  that  shriUed  cleare 

Throughout  the  wood  that  ecchoed  againe. 

And  n^e  the  forre»t  ring,  as  it  would  rive  in  twaine. 


XXI. 


Eft  throagh  the  thicke  they  heard  one  mdelv  rush  ; 

With  noyse  whereof  he  from  his  ioftie  steea 

Downe  tell  to  ground,  and  crept  into  a  bush, 

To  hide  his  coward  head  from  dying  dreed. 

But  Trompart  stoutly  stavd  to  taken  heed 

Of  what  might  hap.     Eftsoone  there  stepped  foorth 

A  goodly  ladie  claa  in  hunters  weed. 

That  seemd  to  be  a  woman  of  great  worth. 

And  by  her  stately  portance  b<»ne  of  heavenly  birth. 

xxn. 

Her  face  so  laire,  u  flesh  it  seemed  not, 
But  hevenly  pourtraict  of  bright  angels  hew, 
Cleare  as  tne  skye,  withouten  blame  or  blot. 
Through  goodly  mixture  of  complexions  dew ; 
And  in  her  oheekes  the  vermeill  red  did  shew 
Like  roses  in  a  bed  of  lillies  shed, 
llie  which  ambrosiall  odours  from  them  threw, 
And  gasers  sence  with  double  pleasure  fed, 
Habla  to  heale  th«  sicke  and  to  revive  the  ded. 


xxrn. 

In  her  ftdre  eyas  two  livingr  lampa  did  flame. 

Kindled  above  at  th'  hevenly  Makers'light, 

And  darted  fyrie  beames  out  of  the  same, 

So  passing  persant.  and  so  wondrous  bright. 

That  quite  beieav*d  the  rash  beholders  sight : 

In  them  the  blinded  god  his  lustfull  fyra 

To  kindle  oft  assayd,  but  had  no  might ; 

For,  with  dredd  maiestie  and  awfull  vre. 

She  broke  his  wanton  darts,  and  quencned  baoe  desyre. 

ZXIT. 

Her  yvorie  forhead  full  of  bountie  brave, 

Like  a  broad  table  did  itselfe  dispred, 

For  Love,  his  loftie  triumphes  to  engrave, 

And  write  the  battailes  of  his  great  godhed : 

All  good  and  honour  might  therein  be  red  ; 

For  there  their  dwelling  was.    And,  when  she  spake, 

Sweete  wordes,  like  dropping  bonny,  she  did  shed  ; 

And  twixt  the  perles  and  rubius  softly  brake 

A  nlver  sound,  that  heavenly  musicke  seemd  to  make.  I 


zxv. 

Upon  her  eyelids  many  graces  aate. 
Under  the  shadow  of  ner  even  browes, 
WorUng  belgardes  and  amorous  retrate ; 
And  everie  one  her  with  a  grace  endowei, 
And  everie  one  with  meekenesse  to  her  bowes : 
So  elorious  mirrhour  of  oelestiaU  grace, 
And  soveraine  moniment  of  mortall  vowes, 
How  shall  frayle  pen  descrive  her  heavenly  face, 
For  feare,  throagh  want  of  akilJ,  her  beauty  to  (lis* 
gracel 

ZXVI. 

So  faire,  and  thousand  thousand  times  more  fiire, 
She  seemd,  when  she  presented  was  to  sight ; 
And  was  ydad,  for  heat  of  acorching  aire. 
All  in  a  silken  Camus  lilly  whight, 
Purfled  upon  with  many  a  folded  plight. 
Which  ail  above  besprinckled  was  throoghout 
With  golden  aygulets,  that  glistred  bright, 
Like  twiuckling  starres  ;  and  all  the  skirt  about 
Was  hemd  with  golden  fringe. 

zxvn. 

Below  her  ham  her  weed  did  somewhat  tiayne, 

And  her  streight  legs  most  bravely  were  embayld 

In  gilden  buskins  of  costly  cordw&yne, 

All  bard  with  golden  bendea,  which  were  entayld 

With  curious  antickes,  and  full  fayre  aumayld. 

Before,  they  fastned  were  under  her  knee 

In  a  rich  iewell,  and  therein  oitrayld 

The  enda  of  all  the  knota,  that  none  might  aee 

How  they  within  their  fouldiags  close  enwrapped  bee 

xxvnx. 

Like  two  (aire  marble  pilloura  they  were  aeene. 

Which  doe  the  temple  of  the  ^ods  sa{^rt, 

Whom  all  the  people  decke  with  girlands  greene. 

And  honour  in  their  festival!  resort ; 

Those  same  with  stately  grace  and  princely  port 

She  taueht  to  tread,  when  she  herselfe  would  grao 

But  wiu  the  woody  nymphes  when  she  did  play. 

Or  when  the  flying  libbara  she  did  chace. 

She  could  them  nimbly  move,  and  after  fly  spaoe. 

ZXIX. 

And  in  her  hand  a  sharp  bore-speaie  she  held. 

And  at  her  backe  a  bow  and  quiver  gay« 

Stuft  with  Bteel-headed  dartes  wherewith  afae  quel 

The  salvage  beastes  in  her  victorious  play. 

Knit  with  a  golden  bauldricke  which  forelay 

Athwart  her  snowy  brest,  and  did  divide 

Her  daintie  paps ;  which,  like  ^roun^  fruit  in  Ma 

Now  little  gan  to  swell,  and  bong  tide 

Through  her  thin  weed  their  places  oxily  sigxiifidi 

zxx. 

Her  yellow  lockes,  crisped  like  golden  ivyre. 
About  her  shoulders  weren  loosely  8hed» 
And,  when  the  wind  emongat  them  did  innpyre^ 
They  waved  like  a  penon  wyde  dispred, 
Aad  low  behinde  her  backe  were  scattered  : 
And,  whether  art  it  were  or  beedlesse  hap. 
As  throoffh  the  flouring  forrest  rash  ahe  fled. 
In  her  ruae  heares  sweet  flowres  themaelres  did 
And   flourishing  fresh  leaves    and  blio«soi 
enwrap. 
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Such  as  Diana  by  the  sandy  shore 
Of  swift  Eurotas,  or  on  Cynthus  greene, 
Wliere  all  the  nymphes  have  her  unwares  forlore, 
Wandreth  alone  with  bow  and  arrowes  keene. 
To  seeke  her  game  :  or  as  that  famous  queene, 
Of  A  masons,  whom  P3rrrhu8  did  destroy. 
The  day  the  first  of  Pname  she  was  seene, 
Did  shew  herselfe  in  great  triumphant  ioy, 
To  soocour  the  weake  state  of  sad  aiBicted  Troy. 

xzzn. 

Snch  when  as  hartlesse  Trompart  her  did  vew,  I 
He  was  dismayed  in  his  coward  minde,  I 

And  doubted  whether  he  himselfe  should  shew, 
Or  fly  away,  or  bide  alone  behinde  ; 
Both  feare  and  hope  he  in  her  face  did  finde  : 
When  she  at  last  him  spying  thus  bespake  ; 
"Hayle,  groome ;  didst  not  thou  see  a  bleedingj 
nynde,  J 

Whose  right  haunch  earstmy  stedfast  arrow  strake  f 
If  thou  didsty  teU  me,  that  I  may  her  overtake." 

xxxnx. 

Wherewith  leTirM,  this  snswere  forth  be  threw ; 
"  O  goddesse,  (for  such  I  thee  take  to  bee,) 
For  nether  doth  thy  fiice  terrestriall  shew. 
Nor  royce  sound  mortall ;  I  arow  to  thee. 
Such  wounded  beast,  as  that,  I  did  not  see, 
8tth  earst  into  this  forrest  wild  I  came. 
But  mote  thy  goodlyhed  forgire  it  mee. 
To  weete  which  of  the  gods  I  shall  thee  name, 
That  unto  thee  dew  worship  I  may  rightly  frame.*' 

zxxiv. 

To  whom  she  thus — But  ere  her  words  ensewd. 
Unto  the  bush  her  eye  did  suddein  glaunce. 
In  which  Taine  Braggadocchio  was  mewd, 
And  saw  it  stirre  :  she  lefte  her  percing  launce. 
And  towards  gan  a  deadly  shade  advaunce. 
In  mind  to  marke  the  beast.    At  which  sad  stowre, 
Trompart  forth  slept,  to  stay  the  mortall  chaunce, 
Out  crying ;  *'  O  !  whatever  hevenly  powre, 
Or  earthly  wight  thou  be,  withhola  this  deadly 
bowiel 

XXXV 

"  O  !  st^  thy  hand  ;  for  yonder  is  no  game 
For  thy  ners  arrowes,  them  to  exercize  ; 
But  loe !  my  lord,  my  liege,  whose  warlike  name 
Is  hx  renowmd  through  many  bold  emprize  ; 
And  now  in  ahade  he  shrowaed  yonder  lies." 
She  stsid  :  with  that  he  crauld  out  of  his  nest. 
Forth  creeping  on  his  caitive  hands  and  thies ; 
And  standmg  stoutly  up  his  lofty  crest 
Did  fiercely  shake,  and  rowxe  as  commbg  late  from 
rest* 

XXXVI. 

As  fearitdl  fowle,  that  long  in  secret  cave 
For  dread  of  soring  hauke  herselfe  hath  hid, 
Kot  caring  how,  her  silly  life  to  save, 
She  her  gay  painted  plumes  disorderid  ; 
Seeing  at  bst  herselra  frxnn  daunger  rid. 
Peeps  forth,  and  soone  renews  her  native  pride ; 
She  gins  her  feathers  fowle  disfigured 
Prowdly  to  prune,  and  sett  on  every  side  ; 
So  shakes  off  shame,  ne  thinks  how  erat  she  did  her 
hide. 


XXXV  ir. 

So  when  her  goodly  visage  he  beheld, 
He  gan  hims&e  to  vaunt:  but,  when  he  vewd 
Those  deadly  tooles  which  in  her  hand  she  held 
Soone  into  other  fitts  he  was  transmewd. 
Till  she  to  him  her  gracious  speech  renewd ; 
"  All  haile,  sir  knight,  and  well  may  thee  befall. 
As  all  the  like,  which  honor  have  puroewd 
Through  deeds  of  armes  and  prowesse  martiall ! 
AU  vertue  merits  praise,  but  such  the  most  of  all.** 

xxxvin. 

To  whom  he  thus ;  "  O  fairest  under  skie, 
Trew  be  thy  words,  and  worthy  of  thy  praise. 
That  warlike  feats  doest  highest  glorine. 
Therein  I  have  roent  all  my  youthly  daies. 
And  many  battailes  fought  and  many  fraies 
Throughout  the  world,  wherso  they  might  be  found, 
Endevoring  my  dreaded  name  to  raise 
Above  the  moone,  that  Fame  may  it  resound 
In  her  etemall  trompe  with  laurell  girlond  cround 

XXXIX. 

"  But  what  art  thou,  O  lady,  which  doest  raunge 
In  this  Wilde  forest,  where  no  pleasure  is. 
And  doest  not  it  for  ioyous  court  exchaunge, 
Emongst  thine  equall  pares,  where  happy  blis 
And  all  deHght  does  raigne  much  more  then  this  ? 
There  thou  maist  love,  and  dearly  loved  be. 
And  swim  in  pleasure,  which  thou  here  doest  mis  ; 
There  maist  thou  best  be  seene,  and  best  maist  see : 
The  wood  is  fit  for  beasts,  the  court  is  fitt  for  thee.* 


i 
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"Whoso  in  pompe  of  prowd  estate,"  quoth  she, 
"  Does  swim,  and  bathes  himselfe  in  courtly  blis, 
Does  waste  his  daies  in  darke  obscuritee, 
And  in  oblivion  ever  buried  is  : 
Where  ease  abownds,  yt's  eath  to  doe  amis : 
But  who  his  limbs  with  labours,  and  his  mynd 
Behaves  with  cares,  cannot  so  easv  mis. 
Abroad  in  armes,  at  home  in  studfous  kvnd. 
Who  seekes  with  painfull  toile,  shall  Honor  soonest 
fynd: 

xu. 

*<In  woods,  in  waves,  in  warres,  she  wonts  to  dwel^ 

And  wil  be  found  with  perill  and  with  peine ; 

Ne  can  the  man,  that  moulds  in  ydle  cell, 

Unto  her  happy  mansion  attains  : 

Before  her  gate  High  God  did  Sweate  ordaine. 

And  wakeftiU  Watches  ever  to  abide  : 

But  easy  is  the  way  and  passage  plaine  | 

To  Pleasures  pellace ;  it  may  soone  be  spide,  I 

And  day  and  night  her  dores  to  all  stand  open  wide. 

xtn. 

"  In  Princes  Court" — The  rest  she  would  have  sayd, 
But  that  the  foolish  man,  (fild  with  delight 
Of  her  sweete  words  that  all  his  sence  dismayd. 
And  with  her  wondrous  beauty  ravisht  quight,) 
Gan  bums  in  filthy  lust ;  and,  leaping  light. 
Thought  in  his  bastard  armes  her  to  embrace. 
With  that  she,  swarvinff  backs,  her  iavelin  bright 
Against  him  bent,  and  fiercely  did  menbce : 
So  turned  her  about,  and  fled  away  apace. 


'CUU. 


Wbieh  when  tbe  pMnont  mw,  uuid  he  stood. 
And  griered  at  her  flight ;  yet  dont  he  oot 
Punew  her  iteps  through  wild  unkuowen  wood ; 
Beeides  he  feard  her  wntbi  and  threataed  ahott, 
Whiles  in  the  buah  he  lay,  not  yet  forgott : 
Ne  car'd  he  greatly  for  her  presence  rayne. 
Bat  turning  said  to  Trompait ;  *'  What  fowls  hbtt 
Is  this  to  Imight,  that  lady  should  agayne 
Depart  to  woods  nntoucht,  and  Isaye  so  proud  dis- 
dayne  1" 

XUY. 

"  Perdy,"  said  Trompait,  "  lett  her  pas  at  will. 
Least  by  her  presence  daunger  mote  befalL 
For  who  can  tell  (and  sure  I  feare  it  ill) 
But  that  shoe  is  some  powre  celestiall  1 
For,  whiles  she  spake,  her  great  words  did  appall 
My  feeble  corage,  and  my  heart  oppresse, 
lliat  vet  I  qnake  and  tremble  over  all." 
**  Ana  1,"  said  Brafi^gadocchio,  "  thoaght  no  lesse, 
When  first  I  heard  her  horn  sound  with  such  ghastr 
linesse. 


zx.n 

••  For  from  waj  nothsn  womhe  this  gnot  I  Uvs 
Me  given  by  eternall  destiny, 
That  earthly  thing  may  not  my  oongs  bnvs 
Dismay  with  feare,  or  cause  one  foots  to  flys, 
But  either  hellish  feends,  or  powrea  on  bye :  i 

Which  was  tbe  cause,  when  earst  that  hom  1  hsard 
Weening  it  had  been  thunder  in  the  akye,  \ 

I  hid  my  seUe  fiom  it  ss  one  affeard ;  i 

But,  when  I  other  knew,  my  self  I  boldly  lend,     i 

XLYU 

"  But  now,  for  fews  of  worse  that  msy  bstide. 

Let  us  soone  hence  depart."    They  aooDe  agree : 

So  to  his  steed  he  gott,  and  gan  to  ride 

As  one  unfitt  therefore,  that  all  might  lee 

He  had  not  trsyned  bene  in  chevalree. 

Which  well  that  raliaunt  courser  did  dticeme  ; 

For  he  despisd  to  tread  in  dew  degree, 

But  chaufd  and  fom*d  with  coraze  fiers  and  stem^ 

And  to  be  sasd  of  that  base  buraen  still  did  erne. 


CANTO  IV. 


OuTon  does  Furor  hind  in  chaines. 

And  stops  Occasion : 
Delivers  Phedon,  and  thereforo 

By  Strife  is  rayld  uppon. 


In  hrare  poursuitt  of  honorable  deed. 

There  is  1  know  not  what  great  difierence 

Betweene  the  vulgar  and  the  nohle  seed. 

Which  unto  things  of  valorous  pretence 

Seemes  to  be  borne  by  nstive  influence ; 

As  feates  of  aimes ;  and  love  to  entertaine : 

But  chiefly  skiU  to  ride  seemes  a  science 

Proper  to  gentle  blood :  some  others  fiune 

To  menage  steeds,  as  did  this  vmunter ;  but  in  vaine. 

n. 

But  he,  the  riffhtfuD  owner  of  that  steede. 
Who  well  could  menage  and  subdew  his  pride. 
The  whiles  on  foot  was  forced  for  to  yeed 
With  that  blacke  palmer,  his  most  trusty  ^niids. 
Who  suffired  not  his  wandring  feete  to  slide  ; 
But  when  strong  passion,  or  weake  fleahlinesae. 
Would  from  the  right  way  seeke  to  draw  him  wide. 
He  would,  through  temperaunce  and  stedfastnesse. 
Teach  him  the  weak  to  strengthen,  and  the  strong 
Buppresse. 

in. 

It  fortuned,  forth  &ring  on  his  way. 
He  saw  from  &r,  or  seemed  for  to  see. 
Some  troublous  uprore  or  contentious  fray. 
Whereto  he  drew  in  hast  it  to  agree. 
A  mad  man,  or  that  feigned  mad  to  bee, 
Drew  by  the  heare  along  upon  the  grownd 
A  handsom  stripling  with  great  crueltee. 
Whom  sore  he  bett,  and  gor'd  with  many  a  wovmd, 
That  cheekes  with  teares,  and  sydes  with  hlood,  did 
allabownd. 


IV. 


And  him  hehynd  a  wioked  hag  did  stolke 

In  ragged  robes  and  filthy  disaray  i 

Her  oUier  leg  was  lame,  that  she  no'te  walke* 

But  on  a  stsSe  her  feeble  steps  did  sta^  : 

Her  lockes,  that  loathly  were  and  hoane  gr«y. 

Grew  aU  afore,  and  loosly  hong  unrold  ; 

But  sU  behinde  was  bald,  and  worne  away. 

That  none  thereof  could  ever  taken  hold  ; 

And  eke  her  &ce  ill-&vour'd,  full  of  wrincLles  6 


And,  ever  as  she  went,  her  toung  did  wnlke 

In  fowle  reproch  end  termes  of  vile  despight. 

Provoking  nim,  by  her  outrageous  talke. 

To  hoKpe  more  vengeance  on  that  wretched  wi^^l 

Sometimes  she  raugnt  him  stones,  wherwith  to  an 

Sometimes  her  stane,  though  it  her  one  lee  ^ven 

Withouten  which  ahe  could  not  goe  upright ; 

Ne  any  evil  meanes  she  did  fbrbeare. 

That  might  htm  move  to  wrath,  and  indignation  r 

vt. 

The  noble  Guyon,  mor'd  with  graat  remcme 

Approching,  mrst  the  ha^  did  turust  away  ^ 

And  after,  adding  more  impetuous  forse. 

His  mighty  haniu  did  on  the  madman  lay. 

And  plnekt  him  backe ;  who,  all  on  fire  atveig^lTi 

Against  him  turnine  all  his  fell  intent. 

With  beastly  brutisn  rage  gan  him  assay* 

And  smott,  snd  hitt,  and  kickt,  and  acratcht,  and 

And  did  he  wist  not  what  in  his  avengement* 
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And  ton  hm  wts  •  mn  of  mieklo  might. 
Had  be  bad  goreniaiiaoe  it  well  to  gnjde : 
Bm,  when  the  fraatick  fitt  inflamd  &a  sprigbt. 
His  foree  waa  raine,  and  itrooke  more  oftoi  wyde 
Thai  at  the  ajmed  marke  which  he  had  ^de : 
And  oft  himaeUe  he  chaiustto  hurt  onwaiea,  [eiyde; 
^'bjleat  leaaoo.  Uent  through  passioo,  nought  dea- 
But,  aa  a  blindfold  bull,  at  random  ftrea, 
And  whete  he  hita  nought  knowea,  and  whom  he 
hoTta  nought 


Hiarude 


TIII« 


and  nigged  handehng 
to  thelmight,  that  aye  with  foe 
la  fryiB  d«feooe  and  goodly  managing 
Of  annea  waa  wont  to  fight ;  Yot  nauemoe 
Was  he  abeahed  now,  not  fightmg  ao  ; 
Bot,  more  enfieroed  through  hia  eunudi  play, 
Hun  sten&ly  gO[P^  ^'''^^  hailing  to  and  firo, 
~  *         "  ■  *    dial 


To  oYerkhrow  him  atrongly 

Bat  orvthrow  himaelfe  unawaraa,  and  lower  lay : 


XX. 


And  bcmg  dowse  the  rillein  aora  did  beate 
And  bmxe  with  clowniah  fiates  hia  manly  face : 
Aod  eke  the  hag,  with  many  a  bitter  threat. 
Still  cald  upon  to  kill  him  in  the  place. 
With  whooe  rmroch,  and  odioua  men4oe, 
The  knvbt  emboyling  in  his  baughtie  hart 
Rnitt  all  hia  fbtoea,  and  ^an  aoone  unbrace 
Hii  grasping  hold :  ao  lightly  did  upatart. 
And  drew  hia  deadly  weapon  to  maintaine  his  pait. 


z. 


Which  wWn  the  pabner  aaw,  he  hmdly  oiydei 
**  Not  so,  O  Guyon,  nerer  tfainke  that  so 
Tbat  mooatar  can  be  maiatred  or  deatrpyd: 
He  ia  not,  ah !  he  ia  not  such  a  toe, 
I    Afi  Steele  can  woonde,  or  strangth  can  OTerthroe. 
That  same  ia  Furor,  coraed  cruel  wight. 
That  nato  knighthood  workea  much  ahame  and  woe : 
And  that  aaase  Hag,  hia  aged  mother,  bight. 
Occasion  i  the  note  of  m  wxath  and  deapight 


**  ^  Viih  bar,  whoso  will  raging  Furor  tame^ 

Jtf  ost  first  begin,  and  well  her  6menage  : 

First  her  rsatnine  firom  her  reprochfuU  blame 

And  erill  meanea.  with  which  she  doth  enrsge 

H«r  frantick  Sonne,  and  kindka  hia  oorAge; 

Tben,  when  she  ia  withdrawne  or  strong  withstood. 

It's  oath  his  ydle  fury  to  aawage. 

And  calae  the  tempeet  of  hia  paaaion  wood : 

The  bankee  vaoTSsfiowne  when  atopped  ia  the  flood." 


TbeiswiUi  Sir  Ovjfon  Itft  hia  first  emprisOy 
And.  tsniuig  to  that  women,  fiutt  her  hent 
By  fhe  heaie  leekee  that  bong  before  her  eyea. 
And  to  the  gwmd  her  threw :  yet  n'ould  ahe  stent 
H«r  bitaar  rsyling  and  foule  r^vOement ; 
But  attU  pniTbkt  her  soone  to  wreake  her  wrong  | 
But  Bschdeese  be  did  her  still  torment. 
And,  cntehing  hoU  of  her  nngxatiotta  tnig, 

m  yron  lock  did  Astsn  fisme  m.  itrong. 


zm. 


Then,  whenaa  uae  of  speech  wss  fimn  her  reft, 
With  her  two  crooked  hsndes  she  signes  did  msks^ 
And  beekned  him;  the  last  help  she  had  left : 
But  he  that  last  left  helpe  away  did  take, 
And  both  her  handea  fut  bound  unto  a  stske. 
That  she  no'te  stirre.    Then  gan  her  aonne  to  flye 
Full  fast  away,  and  did  her  quite  foraake : 
But  Guyon  after  him  in  hast  did  bye. 
And  soone  him  overtooke  in  sad  perpleadtye. 

JOT. 

In  his  strong  snnes  he  stifly  him  embiaste, 
Who  him  gain-striring  nought  at  aU  preraild;, 
For  all  his  power  was  utterly  defsste, 
And  furious  fitts  at  earst  (|mte  weren  quaild : 
Oft  he  re'nforst,  and  oft  his  forces  fayld. 
Yet  yield  he  would  not,  nor  his  ranoor  slacks. 
Then  him  to  ground  he  cast,  and  md^  havld. 
And  both  hia  hands  fitst  bound  behind  his  becke. 
And  both  his  feet  in  fistters  to  sn  yron  racks. 


With  hundred  ynm  ohainea  he  did  him  bind. 
And  hundred  knota,  that  did  him  aore  conatraine ; 
Yet  hia  great  yron  teeth  he  still  did  grind 
And  grimly  gnash,  threatning  revenge  in  Taine : 
His  burning  even,  whom  bloody  atr^ea  did  stains. 
Stared  full  wide,  and  threw  forth  spsrkee  of  fyre  ; 
And,  more  for  rsnk  dsspight  then  ror  great  peine, 
Shakt  his  long  locks  coloord  like  copper-wyre. 
And  bitt  his  tawny  beard  to  shew  his  raging  yre* 


xn. 


Thus  whsnas  Guyon  Furor  had  eapt(Td, 
Turning  about  he  saw  that  wretched  sauyre, 
Whom  that  mad  man  of  life  nigh  late  aeprird, 
I  I^ing  on  ground,  all  soild  with  blood  and  myre : 
Whom  whenaa  he  peroeiyed  to  respyre. 
He  gan  to  comfort,  end  his  woondes  to  diesse. 
Being  at  last  rscured,  he  gan  inquyre 
What  hard  miahap  hhn  brought  to  such  distresse. 
And  made  that  oaytireB  thrall,  the  thrall  of  wietched> 
neaae. 

zyn. 

With  hart  then  throbbing,  and  with  watry  eyes, 
"Fayre  sir,'*  quoth  he,  "whstman  csn  shun  thehap< 
That  hidden  lyea  unwarss  him  to  surpryse  t 
Misfortune  waitea  adrantage  to  entrap 
The  man  moat  wary  in  her  whelming  lap. 
So  me,  weake  wretch,  of  many  weakest  one, 
Unweeting  end  unware  of  such  mishap. 
She  brou^t  to  misduefe  through  ocossion. 
Where  tus  asms  wicked  villein  did  me  light  upoik 


•*  It  wss  a  ftidbelesse  squiro,  thst  waa  tfas  aouw 
Of  ail  my  sorrow  snd  of  tbese  ssd  tearea, 
With  whom  firom  tender  dug  of  commune  nourse 
Attonce  I  waa  upbrought ;  and  eft,  when  yearsa 
Mora  rype  us  reason  lent  to  chose  our  pearee, 
OurselTes  in  league  of  vowed  love  we  knitt; 
In  which  we  long  time,  without  gealons  fsaiea 
Ox  feultis  thoughto.  contynewd  as  was  fitt; 
And,  fiv  my  part  I  vow,  disssmbted  not  m  whifiL 
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'  It  was  1117  fertune,  oommiiiiA  to  thtt  age. 

To  lore  a  udy  fayre  of  mat  degree. 

The  which  waa  home  of  nohle  parentage, 

And  aet  in  highest  seat  of  dignitee, 

Yet  aeemd  no  lease  to  love  then  lord  to  hee  : 

Long  I  her  aerr'd,  and  found  her  frithfbU  still, 

Ne  OTor  thing  could  cause  na  disagree :  [will : 

Lore,  that  two  hartea  makea  one,  makes  eke  one 

Each  BtiOTe  to  please,  and  othera  pleasuiea  to  fulfiU. 


I"  My  friend,  hight  Philemon,  I  did  partake 
Of  all  my  lore  and  aU  my  privitie ; 
Who  gently  ioyous  seemed  for  my  sake, 
And  grations  to  that  lady,  as  to  mee ; 
Ne  ever  wight,  that  mote  so  welcome  hee 
As  he  to  her,  withouten  hlott  or  hlame ; 
Ne  ever  thing,  that  she  could  think  or  see. 
But  unto  him  she  would  impart  the  same : 
O  wretched  man,  that  would  abuse  ao  gentle  dame  t 

zxi. 

"  At  last  such  grace  I  found,  and  meanes  I  wrought. 
That  I  that  lady  to  my  apouse  had  wonne  ; 
Accord  of  firiendea,  consent  of  parents  sought, 
Afiyannce  made,  my  happinesse  hegonne. 
There  wanted  nougnt  hut  few  rites  to  he  donne, 
Whidi  manage  make  :  that  day  too  farre  did  seeme ! 
Most  ioyous  man,  on  whome  the  shining  sunne 
Did  ahew  his  face,  myself  I  did  esteeme. 
And  that  my  ftlser  friend  did  no  lease  ioyous  deeme. 


zxn. 


ft 


I 


But,  ere  that  wished  day  his  heame  disclosd, 
He,  either  envying  my  toward  good. 
Or  of  himselfe  to  treason  ill  disposd. 
One  day  unto  me  came  in  friendly  mood. 
And  told,  for  aecret,  how  he  understood 
That  lady,  whom  I  had  to  me  assynd. 
Had  both  distaind  her  honorahle  blood. 
And  eke  the  faith  which  she  to  me  did  hynd  ; 
And  therefore  wisht  me  stay,  tiU  I  my  truth  ahould 
fynd. 

xxin. 

'  The  gnawing  anguish,  and  aharp  gelosy. 
Which  his  sad  spotch  infixed  in.  my  hrest, 
RuicUed  so  sore,  and  festred  inwvdly. 
That  my  eng^reeyed  mind  could  find  no  reat. 
Till  that  the  truth  thereof  I  did  out  wrest ; 
And  him  hesought,  by  that  same  sacred  band 
Betwixt  us  both,  to  counsell  me  the  best : 
He  then  with  aolemne  oath  and  plighted  hand 
Aasurd,  ere  long  the  truth  to  let  me  understand. 


*'  Ere  long  with  like  againe  he  hoorded  mee, 
Saying,  he  now  had  boulted  all  the  floure. 
And  that  it  was  a  groome  of  base  degree. 
Which  of  my  love  was  partner  naramouie : 
Who  naed  in  a  darkaome  inner  howie 
Her  oft  to  meete:  which  better  to  approre. 
He  pxtxnised  to  hring  me  at  that  howre. 
When  I  ahould  aee  unt  would  me  nearer  move. 
And  driye  ma  to  withdxaw  my  hlind  abused  loye. 


"  This  gracelease  man,  for  furtherance  of  hia  fpuM 
Did  court  the  handmayd  of  my  lady  deare,  j 

Who,  glad  t*  emhoaome  hia  affection  yile. 
Did  all  she  might  more  pleasing  to  appteie. 
One  day,  to  worke  her  to  hia  will  more  nesrp. 
He  woo'd  her  thus ;  '  Pryen^,'  (so  she  hight,) 
*  What  great  despight  does  fortune  to  thee  beare, 
Thua  lowly  to  abase  thy  heantie  hrii^it. 
That  it  ahonki  not  deftce  all  others  leaser  li^f 


'"But  if  ahe  had  her  least  heipe  to  thee  lent, 

T*  adome  thy  ferme  according  thy  desert. 

Their  blaong  piide  thou  wouldeat  aoone  haye  hlent, 

And  ataynd  their  prayaea  widi  thy  least  good  part ; 

Ne  ahould  hin  QaiibeQ  with  all  her  art, 

Tho'  ahe  thy  lady  he,  i^roch  thee  neare ; 

For  proofe  thereof,  this  eyening,  as  thou  art, 

Aray  thyselfo  in  her  most  gorgeous  geare. 

That  I  may  more  delight  in  thy  emhracement  deare.' 


xxyn. 


"  The  mayden  proud  through  piaiae  and  mad  tfartmgk 

Him  hearimed  to,  and  soone  heraelfe  anyd  ;     [lore 

The  whilee  to  me  the  treachour  did  remoye 

His  craftie  engin  :  and,  as  he  had  aayd. 

Me  leading,  in  a  aecret  corner  layd. 

The  aad  speetatour  of  my  tragedie : 

Where  left,  he  went,  ana  hu  owne  false  part  pUyd, 

Disguised  like  ihat  groome  of  base  degree, 

Whom  he  had  feignd  th'  abuser  of  my  loye  to  bee. 

zxynXi 

"  Efboonea  he  came  unto  th*  appointed  phiee^ 
And  with  him  brought  Pryen^,  rich  anyd,i 
In  Claribellaes  clothes :  her  proper  face     I 
I  not  discerned  in  that  darkesome  ahade. 
But  weend  it  was  my  loye  with  whom  he  playd. 
Ah  God !  what  horrour  and  tormenting  gnefe 
My  hart,  my  handes,  mine  eies,  and  all  assayd ! 
Me  liefer  were  ten  thousand  deathes  priefe 
Then  wounde  of  gealoua  worme,  and  shame  of  aueh 
repriefe. 

xxtx. 

"  I  home  retouming,  fraught  with  fowle  despight. 
And  chawing  rengeaunoe  all  the  way  I  went 
Soone  as  my  loathed  lore  ^peard  in  sight. 
With  wrathfull  hand  I  slew  her  innocent ;  ^ 
That  af^r  soone  I  deardy  did  lament : 
For,  when  the  cause  of  that  outrageous  deede 
Demannded  I  made  plaine  and  evident. 
Her  fanltie  handmayd,  which  that  hale  did  breede, 
Confeat  how  Philemon  her  wrought  to  chaange  her 
weede. 

zxx. 

•*  Which  when  I  heard,  with  horrible  affiight 

And  heUish  fury  all  enragd,  I  sought 

Upon  myselfe  tnat  yengeable  desjpight 

To  punish :  yet  it  better  first  I  thought 

To  wreake  my  wrath  on  him,  that  fint  it  wrought ; 

To  Philemon,  frdse  fatour  Phflemon, 

I  cast  to  pay  that  I  so  dearely  bought : 

Of  deadly  <uugs  I  gaye  him  drinke  anon. 

And  waaht  away  hu  guilt  with  guilty  potion. 


awio  IA^] 
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**  Tlkitt  bNml&g  criine  on  crime,  and  griefe  on  griefet 

To  loaw  oflore  adioyning  loase  of  nend, 

I  meant  to  piirgQ  both  with  a  third  mischlefe, 

And  in  my  woes  beginner  it  to  end  : 

That  was  Pryen^ ;  tfie  did  first  offend, 

She  last  ahonld  amart :  with  which  cmell  intent. 

When  I  at  het  my  mnrdrona  blade  did  bend, 

She  fled  away  with  ghastly  dreriment. 

And  I,  poQTMwing  my  feQ  purpose,  after  went. 


**  Feere  garaher  wingea,  and  Rage  enforat  my  flight ; 
Thnwh  wooda  and  plaines  so  Img  I  did  her  chace. 
Til)  this  ncid  man,  wnmn  your  yictorions  might 
Htth  now  Cult  bonnd,  me  met  in  middle  space  : 
As  I  her,  ao  he  me  oonrsewd  apace, 
Aod  shortly  orertooke :  I,  breathing  yre. 
Sore  cbaa&d  at  my  stay  in  such  a  cace, 
And  with  my  heat  kindled  his  cruell  fVre ; 
VHiich  khuOed  onoe,  hia  mother  did   more  xage 
mspyrOb 

zzzm. 

**  Betwixt  them  both  they  have  me  doen  to  dye, 
Throvgh  wounds,  and  strokes,  and  stobbome  nandel- 
Tbst  death  were  better  then  such  agony,  [ing, 

A4  griefe  and  fury  unto  me  did  bring  ; 
Of  which  in  me  yet  stiekes  the  mortall  sting, 
TIttt  during  life  will  never  be  tcppvud !" 
When  he  thus  ended  had  his  sorrowing, 
Stid  Gnyoo  ;  "  Sqnyre,  sore  hare  ye  beene  diseasd  ; 
But  aB  your  hurta  maj  soone  through  temperanoe 
be 


Then  gan  the  pahner  thus ;  '*  Most  wretched  man, 
Thst  to  Afleetions  does  the  bridle  lend  I 
la  dicir  beginning  they  are  weske  and  wan. 
Bat  soone  wou^  soiPranee  growe  to  fisarefull  end ; 
Whifea  they  are  weake,  betimes  with  them  contend  ; 
For,  when  they  onee  to  perfect  strength  do  grow, 
Strang  warrsa  they  make,  and  cmell  bettry  bend 
Gaouft  fiirt  of  ReMon,  it  to  overthrow : 
Wcsth,  Geloay,  Griefe,  Love,  this  squyre  hare  laide 
thus  low. 

zzxv. 

"  Wftth«  Geslosie,  Griefe,  Lore,  do  thus  ezpell : 
Wrsdi  is  a  fire ;  and  Gealosie  a  weede  ; 
GrMe  is  a  flood  ;  and  Love  a  monster  feU  ; 
l'b»  tn  of  sparkea,  the  weede  of  little  seede, 
The  flood  fif  dropft  the  monstsr  filth  did  breede  : 
f*uf  siarta.  sesd,  drops,  snd  filth,  do  thus  delay ; 
The  sparks  soone  quench,  the  springing  seed  outweed, 
Thii  drm  dxy  up,  and  filth  wipe  deane  away  : 
&»  ihall  Wrath,  Gealosy,  Griefe,   Love,  die  and 
deeay/* 

XXZfl. 

"  Talacky  a^nsre,"  aatde  Guyon,  "  sith  thou  Last 
F«ln»  iniD  misehiefe  dirough  intemperaunce, 
Hcaeolbrth  (ak»  heeds  of  mat  thou  now  hast  past. 
And  gvfde  thy  wsses  with  warie  govenuiunce, 
Imit  woiae  heode  thee  by  some  later  chaunce. 
But  lead  how  art  thou  nam'd,  snd  of  what  kin." 
*  PhaJan  I  highty"  quoth  he,  "  and  do  adyaunce 
Umt  aanmstry  from  iamous  Coradin, 
Hb0  ixai  to  ngrse  our  honae  to  honour  did  begin." 


zxxvn. 

Thus  as  he  spake,  lo !  far  away  they  spyde 
A  Tarlet  ronning  towardes  hastily. 
Whose  flying  feet  so  fiist  their  way  applyde, 
That  round  about  a  cloud  of  dust  did  fly. 
Which,  mingled  sll  with  sweate,  did  dim  his  eye. 
He  soone  approched,  panting,  breathlesse,  whot. 
And  all  so  soyld,  that  none  could  him  descry ; 
His  countenaunoe  was  bold,  and  bashed  not 
For  Guyons  lookes,  but  scomefuU  ey-glaunce  at  him 
shot. 

xxxvnt* 

Behinde  his  backe  he  bore  a  brasen  shield. 

On  which  was  drawen  faire,  in  colours  fit, 

A  flaming  fire  in  midst  of  bloody  field, 

And  round  about  the  wreath  this  word  was  writ, 

Burnt  I  doe  bume  :  Right  well  beseemed  it 

To  be  the  shield  of  some  redoubted  knight : 

And  in  his  hand  two  dartes  exceeding  flit 

And  deadly  sharp  he  held,  whose  heaids  were  dight 

In  poyson  and  in  blood  of  malice  and  despight. 

XZXIZ. 

When  he  in  presence  came,  to  Guyon  first 

He  boldly  spake  ;  "  Sir  knight,  if  knight  thou  bee^ 

Abandon  this  forestalled  place  at  erst, 

For  feare  of  further  hanne,  I  counsell  thee ; 

Or  bide  the  chaunce  at  thine  owne  ieopardee." 

The  knight  at  his  great  boldnesse  wondered ; 

And,  though  he  scorn*d  his  ydle  vanitee. 

Yet  mildly  him  to  purpose  answered  ; 

Por  not  to  grow  of  nought  he  it  coniectured  ; 

XL. 

"  Vaiiet,  this  place  most  dew  to  me  I  deeme. 
Yielded  by  him  that  held  it  forcibly :  [seeme 

But  whence  shold  come  that  harme,  whi  h  thou  dost 
To  threat  to  him  that  mindes  his  chaunce  t'abye  ?" 
"  Perdy,'  iayd  he,  "  here  comes,  and  is  hard  by,, 
A  knight  of  wondrous  powre  and  great  assay, 
That  never  yet  encountred  enemy,  " 

But  did  him  deadly  daunt,  or  fowle  dismay ;  1 

Ne  thou  for  better  hope,  if  thou  his  presence  atsy." ' 

xu. 

"  How  bight  he,"  then  sayd  Guyon,  "  and  from 
"  Pyrochles  is  his  name,  renowmed  farre  [whence  {' 
For  his  bold  feates  and  hardy  confidence. 
Full  oft  approvd  in  many  a  cruell  warre  ; 
The  brother  of  Cymochles ;  both  which  arre 
The  sonnes  of  old  Aerates  and  Despight ; 
Aerates,  sonne  of  Phlegeton  and  larre  ; 
But  Phlegeton  is  sonne  of  Herebus  and  Night 
But  Herobus  sonne  of  Aeternitie  is  bight. 

xui. 

"  So  from  immortsll  race  he  does  proeeede, 
That  mortall  hands  may  not  withstand  his  mighty 
Drad  for  his  derring  doe  and  bloody  deed ; 
For  all  in  blood  and  spoUe  is  his  delight. 
His  am  I  Atin,  his  in  wrong  and  right, 
That  matter  make  for  him  to  worke  upon. 
And  stirre  him  up  to  strife  and  cruell  fight. 
Fly  therefore,  fly  this  fcoiefull  stead  anon. 
Least  thy  foolhardize  worke  thy  sad  confitsion." 
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ZUII* 

"  His  be  that  cue,  whom  most  it  doth  conceme," 
Sayd  he  :  "  but  whether  with  auch  hasty  flight 
Art  thou, now  bownd?  for  well  mote  I  disceme 
Great  cause,  that  carries  thee  to  swifte  and  light" 
'*  Mjr  lord/'  quoth  he,  **me8ent,and8tieightbehight 
To  seeke  Occasioo,  where  so  she  bee : 
For  ieia  all  diaposd  to  bloody  fight. 
And  breathes  out  wrath  and  hainous  cmeltee  ; 
Hard  is  his  hap,  that  first  fills  in  his  ieopardee." 

ZUT. 

*'  Mad  man,"  said  then  the  palmer,  "  that  does  seeke 
Occasion  to  wrath,  and  cause  of  strife ; 
Shee  comes  unsought,  and  shonned  foUowes  eke. 
Hapw  I  whO'qan  abstun9,  when  Rancor  rife 
Kindles  Revenge,  and  threats  his  rusty  knife : 
Woe  nev^  wants^  where  every  cause  is  caught ; 
And  rash  Occasion  makes  unquiet  life  !"    [sought," 
**  Then  loe !  wher  bound  she  sits,  whom  thou  hast 
Said  Guyon ;  "  let  that  message  to  thy  lord  be 
brought." 


ZLT. 

That  when  the  varlett  heard  and  saw,  streigfatway 
He  wexed  wondrous  wroth,  and  said;  "  Vfle knight. 
That  knights  and  knighthood  doest  with  shsme  nnbra y. 
And  shewst  th'  ensample  of  thy  childishe  saight. 
With  silly  weake  old  woman  thus  to  fight ! 
Great  glory  and  gay  spoile  sore  hast  thou  gott. 
And  stoutly  prov'd  thy  pnissannce  here  in  eight ! 
That  shall  Pjrrochles  well  requite,  I  wott. 
And  with  thy  blood  abolish  so  reprochfnll  blott.' 

ZLTI. 

With  that,  one  of  his  thrillant  darts  he  threw. 
Headed  with  yre  and  vengeable  despight : 
The  quivering  Steele  his  aymed  end  wel  knew. 
And  to  his  brest  itselfe  intended  right : 
But  he  was  waiy,  and,  ere  it  empight 
In  the  meant  marke,  advaunst  his  shield  atween. 
On  which  it  seising  no  way  enter  might, 
Butbecke  rebowndmg  eft  the  forckhead  keene : 
Eftsoones  he  fled  aw  j,  and  nught  no  where  be 


CANTO  V. 


Pyrochles  does  with  Guyon  fight. 

And  Furors  chayne  untyes, 
Who  him  sore  wounds ;  wkilea  Atin  to 

Cymochles  for  ayd  flyi 


Wridavn  doth  to  TemnerBunce  apply 

His  itedftst  life,  and  all  his  actions  name, 

Trust  me,  sh9^  find  no  greater  enimy. 

Then  stubbc  ne  Perturbation,  to  the  same ; 

To  vhich  right  wel  the  wise  doe  give  that  name  ; 

For  it  the  goodly  peace  of  staied  mindes 

Does  overthrow,  and  troublous  warre  proclame  : 

Hl/owne  woes  author,  who  so  bound  it  findes, 

"iAcdid  Pyrochles,  and  it  wilfully  unbindes. 

n. 

Aftetr  that  vailets  flight,  it  was  not  long 
Ere  oti  the  phune  &8t  pricking  Guyon  spide 
One  ia  brignt  armes  embatteiled  fuil  strong, 
That,  As  tlw  sunny  beamea^do  dannce  and  glide 
Upon  the  trembline  wave,  so  uiined  bright, 
And  TotutA  about  him  threw  forth  sparkUng  fire. 
That  seemd  'him  to  enflame  on  every  side  : 
His  steed  was  bloody  red,  and  fomed  yre. 
When  with  the  maistring  spur  he  did  him  roughly 
stira. 

m. 

Approching  nigh,  he  never  staid  to  greete, 

Ne  chafl^  wordSy  prowd  corage  to  provoke. 

But  prickt  so  fiers,  that  underneath  his  feete 

The  smouldfing  dust  did  rownd  about  him  amoke. 

Both  horse  and  man  nigh  ftble  for  to  choke  ; 

And,  fiiyrly  oottching  his  steeleheaded  speare. 

Him  first  saluted  with  a  sturdy  stroke  : 

It  booted  nought  sir  Guyon,  comming  neare. 

To  thinoke  such  hideous  puissaunce  on  foot  to  beare; 


rr. 


But  liffhtly  shunned  it ;  and  passing  by. 
With  nis  bright  blade  did  smite  at  him  so  fell. 
That  the  sharpe  Steele,  arriving  forcibly 
On  his  broad  shield,  bitt  not,  but  glauncing  feQ 
On  his  horse  necke  before  the  quilted  sell. 
And  firom  the  head  the  body  snndred  a  night: 
So  him  dismounted  low  he  did  compel! 
On  foot  with  him  to  matchen  equall  fight ; 
The  tnmcked  beast  fiut  bleeoing  did  him  fowly 
dight 

r. 

Sore  broaed  with  the  ftll  he  slow  nprose. 

And  all  enraged  thus  him  loudly  shent ; 

<(  Disleall  kzught,  whose  coward  corage  chose 

To  wreake  itselfe  on  beast  all  innocent. 

And  shund  the  marke  at  which  it  should  be  ment : 

Therby  thine  aimes  seem  strong,  but  manhood  injl: 

So  hast  thou  oft  with  rnile  thme  honor  blent. 

But  litle  may  such  guue  thee  now  avayl. 

If  wonted  force  and  fiirtune  doe  me  not  much  fayl.** 

▼1. 

With  that  he  drew  his  Aaaung  sword,  and  atrooke 

At  him  so  fiercely,  that  the  upper  marge 

Of  his  sevenfolded  shield  away  it  tooke. 

And,  glauncing  on  his  helmet,  made  a  large 

And  open  gash  therem :  were  not  his  taige 

That  Inoke  the  violence  of  his  intent. 

The  weary  sowle  firom  thence  it  would  disoharge  ; 

Nathelesse  so  sore  a  buff  to  him  it  lent. 

That  made  him  reele,  and  to  his  brest  his  bever  bent. 
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TZZ. 

Ezceeifiiiff  wroth  was  Gnyon  at  that  blow. 

And  mo^  •mhmttA  that  stroke  of  living  arme 

Shoold  him  diemsy,  and  make  him  atoup  so  low, 

TboQsh  otherwise  it  did  him  litie  harme  : 

Tlio,  boiling  high  his  yran-hraced  axme, 

He  smote  so  manly  on  his  shoulder  plate, 

Iliat  all  his  left  aide  it  did  quite  disanne  ; 

Yet  there  the  steel  stayd  not,  but  inly  bate 

Deepe  sa  his  fleah,  sna  opened  wide  a  red  floodgate. 

▼xn. 

Deadly  dismoyd  with  horror  of  that  dint 
P;poebIes  was,  and  grieved  eke  entyre  ; 
Vet  nathemore  did  it  his  faiy  stint. 
But  added  flame  unto  his  former  fire, 
Tbat  wel4iigh  molt  his  hart  in  raging  yre  : 
Ne  thenoeic^th  his  approved  skill,  to  ward, 
Dr  ttrike,  or  hnrtle  rownd  in  warlike  gyre, 
RoBflBAhred  he,  ne  car'd  for  his  saafgara. 
Bat  niddly  ng'd,  and  like  a  craell  tygre  far*d. 

IX. 

Ha  bewd,  and  lasht,  and  fo3n3d,  and  thondred  blowes. 
And  every  way  did  seeke  into  his  life ; 
K«  plate,  ne  male,  could  ward  so  mighty  throwes, 
Bot  yielded  passage  to  his  craeU  knife. 
But  Gnyon,  m  the  heat  of  all  his  strife. 
Was  wary  wise,  and  cloaely  did  awayt 
Avsontage,  whileet  his  foe  did  rage  most  rife ; 
SoaetiflBea  athwart,  sometimes  he  strook  him  strayt, 
Aad  frlaed  oft  his  blowes  t'lUude  him  with  such  bayt. 


like  as  a  lyon  whose  imperial!  powre 

A  |vowd  rebellioas  unicorn  defyes, 

V  sroide  tha  rash  assault  and  wrathful  stowre 

Of  his  flan  foe,  him  to  a  tree  applyes. 

And  when  hia  ronning  in  full  course  he  spyes. 

He  thpa  aside  i  the  whiles  that  furious  beast 

His  precioas  home,  sought  of  his  enimyes, 

StrikiBs  in  the  stocke,  ne  thence  can  be  releast. 

But  to  the  migh^  victor  yields  a  bounteous  feast. 

zz. 

With  SQch  Aire  sleight  him  Guyon  often  fayld, 

Tin  at  the  last  all  breathlesse,  weary,  faint, 

IfoB  9fipn^,  with  fresh  onsett  he  assayld. 

And,  bndlmg  new  his  corage  seeming  queint, 

Strooke  him  so  hugely,  that  through  great  constraint 

He  a»de  him  stoap  perforce  unto  his  knee, 

Aad  doe  anwiOing  worship  to  the  saint, 

Tbat  on  Ins  shieladepainted  he  did  see ; 

Sack  hoaiage  till  that  instant  never  learned  bee. 


xn. 

^bom  Goyoa  seetnc  stoup,  pouraewed  fast 
I     Th»  prasmt  offer  ofmire  victory, 

Aad  aftooe  hi*  dreadful!  blade  about  he  cast, 
I     ^  tertwitfa  he  smote  his  haughty  crest  so  bye, 
I     That  fltm^  on  grownd  made  him  full  low  to  lye ; 
Tl*a  OB  has  fafoat  his  victor  foote  he  thrust : 
U  fill  tfcac  ha  cfrde  ;  "  Mercy,  doe  me  not  dye, 
cfay  farce  by  fortunes  doome  uniust, 
(maxigre  her  spigbt)  thus  low  me  laid  in 


zm. 

Eftsoones  his  cruel  hsnd  Sir  Guyoo  stayd, 
Tempring  the  passion  with  advisement  alow 
And  maistring  might  on  enimy  dismayd  ; 
For  th'  equal!  die  of  warre  he  well  did  know  : 
llien  to  bim  said :  "  Live,  and  alleagaunoe  owe 
To  him,  that  gives  thee  life  and  liberty ; 
And  henceforth  by  this  dues  ensample  trow, 
That  baa^r  wroth,  and  heedlesse  baxardry, 
Doe  breeae  repentaunoe  late,  and  lasting' infamy." 

ziv. 

So  up  he  let  him  rise ;  who,  with  grim  looke 
And  count'naunoe  sterae  upatanding,  gan  to  grind 
Hia  grated  teeth  for  great  aisdeigne,  and  sliouke 
Hia  sand^  lockes,  long  hanging  downs  behind, 
Knotted  m  blood  and  dust,  for  grief  of  mind 
That  he  in  ods  of  armes  waa  conquered  ; 
Yet  in  himselfe  some  comfort  he  did  find, 
That  bim  so  noble  knisht  had  maystered  ; 
Whose  bounty  more  then  might,  yet  both,  he  won- 
dered. 

zv. 

Which  Guyon  marking  said ;  "  Be  nought  agriev*d, 
Sir  knight,  tbat  thus  ye  now  subdewed  arre  : 
Was  never  man,  who  most  conqu^stes  atchiev'd, 
But  aometimes  had  the  worse,  and  lost  by  warre ; 
Yet  abortly  gaynd,  that  losse  exceeded  farre  ; 
Losse  is  no  shame,  nor  to  bee  lease  then  foe ; 
But  to  bee  lesser  then  himselfe  doth  marre 
Both  loosen  lott,  and  victour's  prayse  als6e  * 
Vaine  othera  overthrowes  who  selfe  doth  overthrow 


XVI. 

"  Fly,  O  Pyrochles,  fly  the  dreadful  warre 
That  in  thyselfe  thy  lesser  partes  do  move  ; 
Outrageooa  Anger,  and  woe-working  Iarrf>, 
DirefiiU  ImpatiencS,  and  hart-murdring  Love  : 
Those,  those  thy  foes,  those  warrioura,  far  remove, 
Which  thee  to  endlease  bale  captlved  lead. 
But,  aith  in  might  thou  didst  my  mercy  prove. 
Of  courtesie  to  mee  the  cauae  aread 
That  thee  against  me  drew  with  so  impetuous  dread/' 

xvn. 

"  Dreadlesse,"  said  he,  "  tbat  shall  I  soone  declare  : 

It  was  complaind  tbat  thou  hadst  done  great  tort 

Unto  an  aged  woman,  poore  and  bare. 

And  thralled  her  in  chaines  with  atrong  efiurt, 

Voide  of  all  succour  and  needful!  comf6rt : 

That  ill  beseemes  thee,  such  as  I  thee  see. 

To  worke  auch  abame :  therefore  I  thee  exhort 

To  chaunge  thy  will,  and  set  Occasion  free, 

And  to  her  captive  sonne  yield  his  first  libertee.*' 

XVJII. 

Thereat  Sir  Guyon  smylde ;  "  And  is  that  all," 
Said  he,  "  that  thee  so  sore  displeased  hath  I 
Great  mezoy  sure,  for  to  enlarge  a  thrall, 
Whose  freedom  shall  thee  turne  to  greatest  scath  f 
Nathl  esse  now  quench  tby  whott  emboyling  wrath  x 
Loe  !  there  they  bee  j  to  thee  I  yield  them  free." 
Th  ereat  he,  wondrous  glad,  out  of  the  path 
Did  lightly  leape,  where  he  them  bound  did  aee, 
A  nd  gan  to  breake  the  bands  of  tbeir  captivitee^ 
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Soone  as  Oecssion  felt  her  aelfe  nntyde. 
Before  her  sonne  eould  well  asaoyled  bee, 
She  to  her  use  retomd,  and  streight  defyde 
Both  Guyon  and  Pyrochles  ;  th'  one  (said  shee) 
Bycause  ne  wonne ;  the  other,  because  hee 
Was  wonne  :  so  matter  did  she  make  of  noaght. 
To  stirre  np  strife,  and  garre  them  disagree  : 
Bot,  soone  as  Foior  was  enlargd,  ahe  Bought 
To  kindle  his  quencht  fjn,  and  thousand  causes 
wrought. 

It  was  not  long  ere  she  inflam'd  him  so. 

That  he  would  algatee  with  Pyrochles  fight. 

And  his  redeemer  chalengd  for  his  foe. 

Because  he  had  not  weU  mainteind  his  right. 

But  yielded  had  to  that  same  straunger  knight. 

Now  ^an  Pyrochles  wez  as  wood  as  hee, 

And  him  a£fionted  with  impatient  might : 

So  both  together  fiers  engrasped  bee, 

Whyles  Guyon  shinding  by  tneir  6noouth  strife  does 


ZZT. 

Him  all  that  while  Occasion  did  proroke 
Afi^ainst  Pyrochles,  and  new  matter  fram*d 
Upon  the  old,  him  stirring  to  bee  wroke 
Of  his  late  mronges,  in  which  she  oft  him  bUm'd 
For  suffering  such  abuse  as  knighthood  sham'd, 
And  him  dishabled  quyte  :  but  he  was  wise, 
Ne  would  with  raine  occasions  be  inflam'd ; 
Yet  others  ahe  more  urgent  did  devise : 
Yet  nothing  could  him  to  impatience  entise. 

zzn. 

Their  fell  contention  still  increased  more. 
And  more  thereby  increased  Furors  might. 
That  he  his  foe  baa  hurt  and  wounded  aore 
And  him  in  blood  and  durt  deformed  quight. 
His  mother  eke,  more  to  augment  his  spight. 
Now  brought  to  him  a  flammg  fyer-brond. 
Which  ahe  in  Stygian  lake,  ay  burning  bright. 
Had  kindled  :  that  she  gave  mto  his  bond. 
That  armd  with  fire  mora  hardly  he  mote  him  with- 
ftond. 


Tho  gan  that  Tillein  wez  so  fiers  and  strong, 
That  nothing  might  sustaine  his  furious  forse : 
He  cast  him  downe  to  ground,  and  aU  along 
Drew  him  through  durt  and  myre  without  remorae, 
And  fowly  battered  his  comely  corse. 
That  Guyon  much  disdeignd  so  loathly  sight. 
At  last  he  was  compeld  to  ciy  perforse, 
"  Help,  O  Sir  Guvon !  helpe,  most  noble  knight. 
To  ndd  a  wretched  man  firom  handes  of  hellish 
wight!" 


The  knight  was  greatly  moTed  at  his  plasnot. 

And  gan  him  dignt  to  succour  his  distreese. 

Till  that  the  palmer,  by  his  grare  restraynt. 

Him  stinrd  fit>m  yielding  pittiAill  ledresse. 

And  said ; "  Deate sonne,  thj  canaeleaseruth  rnprease, 

Ne  let  ihj  stout  hart  melt  m  pitty  rayne : 

He  that  his  sorrow  sought  through  wiliulnesse. 

And  his  foe  fiaCtred  would  release  agajme, 

Dtaerres  to  taste  his  follies  fruit,  repented  payne.** 


Guyon  obavd :  so  him  away  he  drew 
From  needlesse  trouble  of  renewing  fight 
Already  fought,  his  royage  to  pouraew. 
But  rash  Pyrochles  ranett,  Atm  hight. 
When  late  he  saw  his  lord  in  hearie  pKffht, 
Under  Sir  Guyons  puissaunt  stroke  to  rail. 
Him  deeming  dead,  as  then  he  seemd  in  aight, 
Fledd  fiut  away  to  tall  his  funenJl 
Unto  his  brother,  whom  Cymochlea  men  did  caD. 


zzyz. 

He  was  a  man  of  rare  redoubted  might. 
Famous  throughout  the  world  for  warlike  prme. 
And  glorioua  spoiles,  purehast  in  periloua  fight  *. 
Full  many  doughtie  knightea  he  in  his  dayes 
Had  doen  to  death,  subdewde  in  equall  fimjea ; 
Whoee  carkasee,  for  terrour  of  his  name. 
Of  fbwles  and  beastes  he  made  the  piteous  prayes. 
And  hong  their  conquerd  armes  for  more  defiune 
On  gallow  trees,  in  honour  of  his  dearest  dame. 

zzm. 

His  dearest  dame  is  that  enchanntereaae. 
The  vyle  Acrasia,  that  with  yaine  delightes. 
And  ydle  pleasures,  in  her  Bowre  of  Blisse, 
Does  chaxme  her  lorera,  and  the  feeUe  sprightes 
Can  call  out  of  the  bodiea  of  fraile  wightea ; 
Whom  then  ahe  does  transforme  to  monstrous  hewea. 
And  horribly  misshapes  with  ugly  sigfates, 
Captfr'd  etenially  in  yron  mewes 
And  darksom  dens,  where  ^' 


zzvm. 


There  Atin  fownd  Cymochles  soioumiag. 

To  serre  his  lemans  Ioto  ;  for  he  by  kynd 

Was  given  all  to  lust  and  loose  lirfng, 

Whaterer  his  fiers  handes  he  free  mote  fynd : 

And  now  he  has  pourd  out  his  ydle  myna 

In  daintie  delices  and  larish  ioyes, 

Haring  his  warlike  weapcma  cast  behynd. 

And  flowes  in  pleasures  and  Taine  pleasing  toyes. 

Mingled  amongst  loose  ladies  and  tasciTious  boyes. 


zxiz. 


And  over  him  Art,  stryviug  to  oompayre 
With  Nature,  did  an  vber  greene  dispred. 
Framed  of  wanton  yvie,  flouring  fajre. 
Through  which  the  fragrant  eglantme  did  spred 
His  pnckling  armes,  entiayld  with  roses  rea. 
Which  daintie  odoura  round  about  them  threw  : 
And  all  within  with  flowres  was  garnished. 
That,  when  myld  Zephyrua  amongst  them  blew. 
Did  breath  out  bounteous  amels,  and  painted  colon 
shew. 


And  &st  beside  there  trickled  softly  downe 

A  gentle  streams,  whose  murmuring  wave  did  plaiy 

Emongst  the  pumy  stones,  and  mam  a  aowne. 

To  lull  him  aoft  asleepe  that  by  it  lay  : 

The  wearie  traveiler,  wandring  that  way, 

Therein  did  often  quench  hia  thirsty  heat. 

And  then  by  it  his  wearie  limbes  displsy, 

(  Whiles  creeping  slomber  made  him  to  forget 

His  fiarmer  payne,)  and  wypt  away  his  toilsom  swesb 
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And  on  die  ocBer  sjde  m  jJmwmit  mre 

Was  sliott  ap  higli,  full  of  tiie  stBtely  tree 

That  dedicated  is  f  Olympick  lore. 

And  lo  his  soone  Alciaee,  whenas  hee 

In  NeoEMB  gained  goodly  Tictoree : 

Therein  the  taerj  hiides  of  ereiy  soite 

Channted  alowd  their  cheareftiU  hannonee. 

And  oaade  emoDgst  themaehres  a  sweete  coiu6rt. 

Hist  qoidmed  tlw  doll  spright  with  muaicaU  comfort. 


Then  ha  Mm  fiymid  all  cazelealj  disphud^ 

la  secrete  shadow  from  the  smrny  raj. 

On  a  sweet  bed  of  Ulliee  softl j  laid. 

Amidst  a  flock  of  damselles  fresh  and  gay. 

That  rownd  aboat  him  dissolute  did  play 

Their  wmnton  follies  and  lig^t  meriment ; 

Erery  of  which  did  loosely  disamy 

Her  upper  partes  of  meet  habiliments, 

And  shewd  th«m  naked,  deekt  with  many  ornaments. 


And  ererf  of  them  stzore  with  most  delights 
Him  to  siggnte,  and  greatest  pleasores  shew : 
Some  framd  fsirs  lookes,  glsnciog  like   evening 

Others  sweet  wordes,  dropping  like  bonny  dew ; 
Soaie  bethcd  kisses,  and  aid  soft  emhrew 
The  eogrfd  liconr  throngh  his  melting  lips. 
One  boesfies  her  beantie,  and  does  yield  to  yew 
Her  daintie  limbes  above  her  tender  hips : 
Another  her  out  boastee,  and  all  for  tr3rall  strips. 

zxzrv. 

He,  Ske  ao  adder  Inrldng  in  the  weedes, 
His  wandring  thonght  in  deepe  desire  does  steepe, 
And  his  frsyle  eye  with  spoyle  of  beauty  feedes  : 
donedmes  be  wisely  £une8  himselfe  to  sleepe. 
Whiles  throngh  their  bds  his  wanton  eies  do  peepe 
To  Steele  •  aoatch  of  amorous  conceipt, 
Whereby  close  fire  into  his  hart  does  creepe : 
80'  he  tbsm  deceives,  deceivd  in  his  deceipt, 
Msde  dvQDke  with  dmgs  of  deare  voluptuous  receipt 


Atin,  arriving  there,  when  him  he  ipyde 
Thus  in  still  waves  of  deepe  delight  to  wade. 
Fiercely  approching  to  him  lowdly  cryde, 
"  Cymochles ;  oh  1  no,  but  Cymoohles  shade. 
In  which  that  manly  person  late  did  fade  1 
What  in  become  of  great  Aerates  sonne  T 
Or  where  hath  he  hong  up  his  mortall  blade, 
Tjiat  hath  so  many  haughty  conquests  wonne  T 
Is  all  his  force  forlorae,  and  all  his  glory  donnet' 

ZZZVI. 

Then,  prickine  him  with  his  sharp-pointed  dart. 
He  said :  "  Up,  up,  thou  womamsh  weako  knight. 
That  here  in  Isdies  lap  entombed  art. 
Unmindful!  of  thy  praise  snd  prowest  might. 
And  weetlesse  eke  of  lately-wrought  despight ; 
Whiles  ssd  Pyrodes  lies  on  sencelesse  ground. 
And  groneth  out  his  utmost  grudging  spright 
Through  manv  a  stroke  aod  many  a  suesming  wound. 
Calling  thy  help  in  vaine,  that  here  in  loyes 


dxound. 


art 


xxzvxi. 

Suddeinly  out  of  his  delightfuU  dreame 

The  man  awoke,  and  would  have  questiond  more  ; 

But  he  would  not  endure  that  womll  theame 

For  to  dilate  at  large,  but  urged  sore. 

With  percing  wordes  and  pittifull  implore. 

Him  hutj  to  arise ;  as  one  afiright 

With  hellish  feeods,  or  furies  mad  uprore. 

He  then  uprose,  inflamd  with  fell  despight. 

And  called  for  hisarmes;  for  he  wouldalgates  fight 

zzzvm. 

Thev  bene  ybrought ;  he  quickly  does  him  dight, 
And  lightly  mounted  passeth  on  his  way ; 
Ne  ladies  loves,  ne  sweete  entreaties,  might 
Appease  hia  heat,  or  haatie  passage  stay ; 
For  he  has  vowd  to  beene  avenga  that  day 
(Thti  day  itselfe  him  seemed  all  too  long) 
On  him,  that  did  Pvrochles  deare  dismay : 
So  proudly  pricketn  on  his  courser  strong. 
And  Atin  ay  him  prioka  with  spurs  of  fflM>nif  and 
wrong. 


CANTO  VL 


Guyon  is  of  immodest  Merth 
Led  into  loose  desvre ; 

Fights  with  Cymochles,  whiles  his  bro- 
ther bumes  in  furious  fyre. 


A  BAiacn  leeaon  to  leaine  oontinenoe 
la  icyotts  pleaeore  then  in  grievous  peine : 
For  sweetoesee  doth  alluie  the  weaker  sence 
80  stionglya  tbat  oneathes  it  can  refraine 
From  th£t  which  feeble  nature  covets  faine  t 
But  griefb  and  wrath,  that  be  her  enemies 
And  fioea  of  life,  she  better  can  restiaine  : 
Yet  Vertne  vanntea  in  both  her  victories ; 
And  Goyoo  in  them  all  sbewes  goodly  maysteries. 


XL 


Whom  bold  Cymoohles  traveiling  to  finde, 
With  cruell  purpose  bent  to  wreake  on  him 
The  wrath  which  Atin  kindled  in  his  mind. 
Came  to  a  river,  by  whose  utmost  brim 
Waytinff  to  passe  he  saw  whereas  did  swim 
Along  the  shore,  as  swift  as  glaunce  of  eye, 
A  litle  gondelay,  bedecked  tnm 
With  boughes  and  arbours  woven  cunningly, 
Thst  like  a  litle  forrest  seemed  outwardly. 
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ni. 

And  thereiik  sate  m  lady  firpsH  and  fiiyre* 
Maldng  sweete  solace  to  heraeUe  alone : 
Sometimes  she  soiif  as  lowd  as  larke  in  ajaB, 
Sometimes  she  langnt,  that  nif^h  her  hreath  was  gone ; 
Yet  was  there  not  with  her  e^se  any  one. 
That  to  her  might  move  canae  of  moiment : 
Matter  of  merth  enough,  though  there  were  none, 
She  could  devize ;  and  thousand  waies  invent 
To  feede  her  foolish  humour  and  vaine  ioUiment. 


lY- 

Which  when  far  off  Cvmochles  heard  and  saw. 

He  lowdlj  cald  to  such  as  were  ahord 

The  little  harke  unto  the  shore  to  draw. 

And  him  to  ferry  orer  that  deepe  ford. 

The  meny  mariner  unto  his  word 

Soone  heurkned,  and  her  painted  hote  streightwav 

Tumd  to  the  shore,  where  that  same  wariike  lord 

She  in  reoeiT'd,  but  Atin  by  no  way 

She  would  admit,  albe  the  knight  her  much  did  pray. 


V. 

Eftsoones  her  shallow  ship  away  did  sHde, 
More  swift  than  swallow  sheies  the  Uqnid  skye, 
Withonten  care  or  pilot  it  to  guide, 
Or  winged  canvas  with  the  wmd  to  fly : 
Onely  she  tumd  a  pin,  and  by  and  by 
It  cut  away  upon  the  yielding  wave, 
(  Xe  eared  ahe  her  course  for  to  apply,) 
For  it  was  tau^t  the  way  which  she  would  have. 
And  both  from  rocks  and  flats  itselfe  could  wisely 
save. 

VI. 

And  all  the  way  the  wanton  damsell  found 

New  merth  her  passenger  to  entartaine ; 

For  she  in  pleasaunt  purpose  did  aboand. 

And  <;Teatly  ioyed  merry  tales  to  fajne. 

Of  which  a  Btore4iouae  did  with  her  remaine ; 

Yet  seemed,  nothing  well  they  her  became : 

For  all  her  wordes  she  drownd  with  laughter  vaine. 

And  wanted  grace  in  utt'ring  of  the  same. 

That  turned  all  her  pleasaonoe  to  a  scoffing  game. 


VII. 

And  other  whiles  vaine  toyes  she  would  devize. 
As  her  fantasticke  wit  did  most  delight : 
Sometimes  her  head  she  fondly  would  agnize 
With  gaudy  girlonds,  or  fresh  flowrets  dight 
About  her  necke,  or  ring^s  of  rashes  plight : 
Sometimes,  to  do  him  laugh,  she  would  ass^ 
To  laugh  at  shaking  of  the  leaves  light. 
Or  to  behold  the  water  worke  and  play 
About  her  Uttle  frigot,  therein  making  way. 

vin. 

Her  light  behaviour  and  loose  dalliaunce 

Gave  wondrous  great  contentment  to  the  knight. 

That  of  bis  way  he  had  no  sovenannoe. 

Nor  care  of  vow'd  revenge  and  cruell  fight , 

But  to  wefdre  wench  did  yield  his  martiall  might. 

So  easie  was  to  quench  his  Aimed  minde 

With  one  sweete  drop  of  sensuall  delight  I 

So  easie  is  t'anpease  the  stormy  winde 

Of  malice  in  tne  cabne  of  pleasauot  womankind  ! 


IX. 

Diverse  diaoomses  in  their  way  they  spent ; 

Mongst  which  Cymochles  of  her  questioned 

Both  what  she  was.  and  what  that  usage  meot. 

Which  in  her  oott  she  daily  practized  : 

"  Vaine  man,"  saide  she, "  that  wouldest  be  reckoned 

A  straunger  in  thy  home,  and  ignonmnt 

Of  PhoKlna,  (iot  bo  my  name  is  red,) 

Of  Phaedria,  thine  owne  fellow  servaunt , 

For  thou  to  serve  Aciasia  thy  sdfe  doeat  vannL 


"  In  this  wide  inland  sea,  that  bight  by 
The  Idle  Lake,  my  wandiing  ship  I  row. 
That  knowes  her  port,  and  &ether  saylea  by  i^me, 
Ne  care  ne  feare  I  how  the  wind  do  blow. 
Or  whether  swift  I  wend  or  whether  slow  : 
Both  slow  and  swift  alike  do  serve  my  toome ; 
Ne  swelling  Neptune  ne  lowd^thundiing  love 
Csn  chaunge  my  eheare,  or  make  me  ever  monine  : 
My  litle  boat  can  safely  passe  this  perilous  bonrae.** 


Whiles  thas  she  talked,  and  whiles  thus  she  toyd. 
They  were  far  past  the  passage  which  he  qiake. 
And  come  unto  an  island  waste  and  voyd. 
That  floted  in  the  midst  of  diat  greet  lake  ; 
There  her  small  gcmdelay  her  port  did  make. 
And  that  gay  ptyzB  issewiag  on  the  shore 
Disburdned  her :  their  way  they  forward  take 
Into  the  land  that  lay  them  faire  before. 
Whose  pleasaonoe  she  him  shewd,  aiMi  plentiAiQ 
great  store. 

zn. 

It  was  a  chosen  plott  of  fertfle  land, 
Emongst  wide  waves  sett,  like  a  lide  neat. 
As  if  it  had  by  Natures  cunning  hand 
Bene  choyoely  picked  out  from  all  the  rest. 
And  laid  fbrtl^  tor  ensample  of  the  best : 
No  dainde  flowre  or  herbe  that  growes  on  grownd. 
No  arborett  with  painted  blossomes  drest 
And  smelling  sweete,  but  there  it  might  be  fownd 
To  bud  out  fiiire,  and  her  sweete  smeis  throwe  al 
arownd. 

xm. 

No  tree,  whose  biannches  did  not  bravely  spring ; 

No  braunch,  whereon  a  fine  bird  did  not  sitt : 

No  bird,  but  did  her  shrill  notes  sweetely  sing ; 

No  song,  bnt  did  containe  a  lovely  ditL 

Trees,  braunches,  birds,  and  songs,  were  framed  fitt 

For  to  allure  fraile  mind  to  carelesse  ease. 

Carelesse  the  man  soone  woxe,  and  his  weake  witt 

Was  overcome  of  thing  that  did  him  please  : 

So  pleased  did  his  wiathfuU  purpose  fidre  appease. 

XIV. 

Thus  when  shee  had  his  eyes  and  sences  led 
With  ftlae  delights,  and  fild  with  pleaaores  vayn. 
Into  a  shady  dale  she  soft  him  led. 
And  la/d  bim  downe  upon  a  grassy  playn ; 
And  her  sweete  selfe  without  dread  or  disdayn 
She  sett  beside,  la3dng  his  head  disarmd 
In  her  loose  lap,  it  softly  to  snstayn. 
Where  soone  he  slumbred  fearing  not  be  haimd  : 
The  whiles  with  a  love  lay  she  thus  him  swaedf 
nharmd : 
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XT. 

'*  Behold,  O  man,  that  toilesome  paines  doest  take, 
Th«  flowTS.  the  fields,  and  all  that  pleasaant  growea, 
Iloir  they  themselves  doe  thine  ensample  make. 
Whiles  nothing  envious  Nature  them  forth  throwea 
Ont  of  her  fmitfiill  lap :  how,  no  man  knowes, 
Thej  spring,  they  bud,  they  hlossome  fresh  and  ftire. 
Ana  decke  the  world  with  their  rich  pompons  sho  wes ; 
Yet  no  man  for  them  taketh  paines  or  care. 
Vet  no  man  to  them  can  his  caiefull  paines  compare. 


zvi. 


*t 


The  tiOy.  kdy  of  the  flowrxng  field, 
The  flowre-deluce,  her  lorely  paramoure. 
Bid  thee  to  them  ihv  fruitlesse  labors  yield, 
Aiid  soone  leare  off  this  toylsome  weary  stonre : 
Loe !  loe,  how  brave  she  decks  her  bounteous  boure. 
With  silken  curtens  snd  gold  coverletts, 
Tberein  to  ahrowd  her  sumptuous  belamonre ! 
Yet  nether  spinnes  nor  caras,  ne  cares  nor  fretts, 
But  to  her  motbor  Nature  all  her  care  she  letts. 

zvn. 

"  Why  then  doest  thou,  O  man,  that  of  them  aU 
Art  lord,  and  eke  of  nature  soveraine, 
WilfoUy  make  thyselfe  a  wretched  tluaH, 
And  waste  thy  ioyous  howres  in  needelesse  peine. 
Seeking  for  daunger  and  adventures  vaine  1 
l^liat  bootes  it  al  to  have  and  nothing  use  ? 
Who  shall  him  rew  that  swimming  in  the  maine 
Will  die  ibr  thirst,  and  water  doth  refuse  1 
Befttse  such  fruitlesse  toile,  and  present  pleasures 
chuse." 

zvzu. 

Bv  this  she  had  him  lulled  fast  asleepe, 
Tost  of  no  worldly  thing  he  care  did  take : 
lleo  she  with  liquors  strong  his  eies  did  steepe. 
That  nothing  should  him  hastily  awake. 
So  she  him  bfte,  and  did  herseue  betake 
I'Bto  her  boat  again,  with  which  she  clefte 
The  sioothfuU  wove  of  that  neat  griesy  lake : 
SoQoe  ahee  that  island  far  behidd  her  lefle. 
And  now  is  come  to  that  same  ^^e  where  first  she 
wefte. 

XTX. 

By  this  time  was  the  worthy  Guyon  brought 
Unto  the  other  side  of  that  wide  strond 
Where  she  was  rowing,  and  for  passage  sought : 
Him  needed  not  long  call ;  shee  soone  to  bond 
HcT  ferry  brought,  where  him  she  byding  fond 
With  his  sad  guide  :  himselfe  shee  tooke  aboord, 
iHit  his  black  palmer  suffired  still  to  stond, 
Se  wQold  for  price  or  pnyers  once  affoord 
To  ferry  thai  M  man  over  the  perlous  foord. 


Gattm  was  loath  to  leave  his  guide  behind, 
YcC  bein^  entred  might  not  backe  retyre ; 
Tor  the  utt  barke,  obaying  to  her  mind, 
Forth  laanehed  qnicklv  as  she  did  desire, 
\e  gave  him  leave  to  bid  that  aged  sire 
Adiett,  but  nimbly  ran  her  wonted  course 
Throng  the  dull  billowes  thicke  as  troubled  mire, 
>\lum  nether  wind  out  of  their  seat  could  forse, 
Sar  timely'  tidea  did  drive  ont  of  their  sluggish 


XXI. 


And  by  the  way,  as  was  her  wonted  guise. 

Her  mery  fitt  she  freshly  gan  to  reare. 

And  did  of  ioy  and  iollity  devise 

HerseUe  to  cherish,  and  ner  guest  to  cheare; 

The  knight  was  courteous,  and  did  not  forbeare 

Her  honest  merth  and  pleasaunce  to  partake: 

But  when  he  saw  her  toy,  and  gibe,  and  geare. 

And  passe  the  bonds  of  modest  merimake, 

Her  naltiannce  he  despis'd  and  follies  did  forsake. 

xxn. 

Yet  ahe  still  followed  her  former  style, 

And  said,  and  did,  all  that  mote  him  delight. 

Till  they  arrived  in  that  pleasaunt  ile. 

Where  sleeping  late  she  lefb  her  other  knight 

But,  whenas  Guyon  of  that  land  had  sight. 

He  vrist  himselfe  amisse,  and  angry  said ; 

'•  Ah !  dame,  perdy  ye  have  not  doen  me  right. 

Thus  to  mislead  mee,  whiles  I  you  obaid : 

Mee  title  needed  from  my  right  way  to  have  stzaid." 

xxnr« 

"  Faire  sir,"  quoth  ahe,  '*  be  not  displeasd  at  all ; 
Who  fares  on  sea  may  not  commaund  his  way, 
Ne  wind  and  weather  at  his  pleasure  caoJl : 
The  sea  is  wide,  and  easy  for  to  stray ; 
The  wind  unstable,  and  doth  never  stay. 
But  here  a  while  ye  may  in  safety  rest. 
Till  season  serve  new  passage  to  assay : 
Better  safe  port  then  be  in  seas  distrest." 
Therewith  sne  laught,  and  did  her  earnest  end  in  iest. 

XXXT. 

But  he,  halfe  discontent,  mote  nathelesse 
Himselfe  appease,  and  issewd  forth  on  shore : 
The  ioyes  whereof  and  happy  fruitfUnesse, 
Such  as  he  saw,  she  gan  him  lay  before, 
And  all,  though  pleasaunt,  yet  she  made  much  more. 
The  fields  did  laugh,  the  flovnvs  did  freshly  spring. 
The  trees  did  bud,  and  early  blossomes  bore ; 
And  all  the  quire  of  birds  did  sweetly  sing. 
And  told  that  gardins  pleasures  in  .their  caroling. 


And  ahe,  more  sweete  than  any  bird  on  bough. 
Would  oftentimes  emongst  them  beare  a  part. 
And  strive  to  passe  (as  she  could  weU  enough) 
Their  native  musicke  by  her  skilful  art : 
So  did  she  all,  tJiat  migot  his  constant  hart 
Withdraw  from  thought  of  warlike  enteiprize. 
And  drowne  in  dissolute  deUghts  apart. 
Where  noise  of  armes,  or  vew  of  marfiall  g^ze, 
Might  not  revive  desire  of  knightly  exercise : 

Tit. 

But  he  was  wise,  and  wary  of  her  willf 

And  ever  held  his  hand  upon  his  hart ; 

Yet  would  not  seeme  so  rude,  and  thewed  ill. 

As  to  despise  so  curteous  seeming  part 

That  gentle  lady  did  to  him  impart  • 

But,  fairly  tempring,  fond  desire  subdewd. 

And  ever  her  desiied  to  depart. 

She  list  not  heare,  but  her  disports  poursewd. 

And  ever  bad  him  stay  till  tin?e  the  tide  lenewd. 
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And  BOW  by  ibis  Cjrmocbles  bowre  was  spent, 

Tbat  be  awoVce  out  of  bis  jdle  dreme  ; 

Andy  sbaking  odT  his  drowsr  dreriment, 

Gan  bim  avize,  bowe  ill  did  bim  beseme. 

In  slouthfiill  sleepe  bis  moltan  bait  to  steme. 

And  quencb  the  brond  of  bis  conceiTed  yre. 

Tho  n^  be  started,  stiid  witb  sbame  extreme, 

Ne  staled  for  bis  damseU  to  inquire. 

But  marcbed  to  tbe  strond,  tbere  passage  to  require. 

zxTin. 

And  in  tbe  way  be  witb  Sir  Guyoo  mett, 

Aocompsnyde  witb  Fbiedria  tbe  faire  : 

Eftsoones  ne  gan  to  rage,  and  inly  frett, 

Crying ;  "  Let  be  tbat  lady  debonaire, 

Tbou  recreaunt  knight,  and  soone  tbyselfe  prepaire 

To  batteile,  if  tbou  meane  her  lotre  to  gayn. 

Loe  !  loe  already  bow  tbe  fowles  in  aire 

Doe  flocke,  awaiting  shortly  to  obtayn 

Tbj  carcas  for  their  pray,  the  guerdon  of  thy  payn." 

ZZIX. 

And  tbere-witball  be  fiersly  at  bim  (lew, 
And  witb  imp^irtune  outrage  bim  assayld  ; 
Who,  soone  prepard  to  field,  bis  sword  forth  drew, 
And  bim  witn  equall  yalew  counterrayld  : 
Their  migbtie  strokes  their  haberieons  dinnayld. 
And  naked  made  each  others  manly  spalles  ; 
The  mortall  Steele  despiteously  entayid 
Deepe  in  their  flesh,  quite  through  the  yron  walles. 
That  a  large  purple  streame  adown  thoir  giambeux 
fallas. 


Cymoebles,  that  bad  nerer  mett  before 

So  puissant  foe,  with  enyious  despight 

His  prowd  presumed  force  increased  more, 

Disdeigning  to  bee  held  so  long  in  fight. 

Sir  Guyon,  erudfing  not  so  much  bis  might 

As  those  unknightly  raylinges  which  be  spoke, 

Witb  wrathfuU  fire  bis  corage  kindled  bright, 

Thereof  densiuK  ahortly  to  be  wroke, 

And  doubling  all  his  powres  redoubled  ereiy  stroke. 

ZXXI. 

Both  of  them  high  attonoe  their  bands  enbaunst. 
And  both  attonce  their  bugeblowes  down  did  sway  : 
Cymoebles  sword  on  Guyons  shield  yglaunst. 
And  thereof  nigh  one  ouarter  sheard  away  : 
But  Guyons  angry  blaae  so  fiers  did  play 
On  th'  others  belmett,  which  as  Titan  shone, 
That  quite  it  clove  his  plumed  crest  in  tway. 
And  bared  all  bis  bead  unto  the  bone ; 
Where-with  astonisht  still  be  stood  as  sencelesse 
stone. 

zxxn. 

Still  as  b«  stood,  fiiyre  Pbcdria,  that  beheld 
Tbat  deadly  daunger,  soone  atweene  tliem  ran ; 
And  at  their  feet  herselfe  most  humbly  feld, 
Crying  with  pitteous  royce,  and  count'nance  wan, 
"  Ah,  well  away !  most  noble  lords,  bow  can 
Vour  cruell  eyes  endure  so  pitteous  sight. 
To  shed  your liyes  on  ground  1     Wo  worth  the  man. 
That  first  did  teach  tbe  cursed  Steele  to  bight 
In  bis  owne  flesh,  and  make  way  to  the  living 
spright! 


xxxzn. 


"  If  erer  love  of  lady  did  empieroe 
Your  yron  brestes,  or  nittie  could  find  place, 
Withhold  your  bloodj  nandes  from  battaill  fierce ; 
And,  sith  for  me  ye  oght,  to  me  this  grace 
Both  yield,  to  stay  your  deadly  stryfe  a  spao** " 
They  stayda  while  :  and  forth  she  gsn  prooeede : 
*'  Most  wretched  woman  and  of  wicked  race. 
That  am  the  autbonr  of  this  heinous  deed. 
And  cause  of  death  betweene  two  dongbtie  knights 
do  breed  I 


"  But,  if  for  me  ye  figl^t,  or  me  will  serve. 
Not  this  rude  kynd  of  battaill,  nor  these  annes 
Are  meet,  the  which  doe  men  in  bale  to  sterve, 
And  doolefiill  sonowe  beape  with  deadly  bannes : 
Such  cruell  game  my  scaimoges  disaimes. 
Another  warre,  and  other  weapons,  I 
Doe  love,  where  Love  does  give  his  sweete  slarmcs 
Without  bloodsh^,  and  where  the  enimy 
Does  yield  unto  bia  foe  a  pleasaunt  victory. 


"  Debatefull  strife,  and  cruell  enmity, 
Tbe  famous  name  of  knighthood  fowly  abend ; 
But  lovely  peace,  and  gentle  amity. 
And  in  amours  the  passing  howres  to  spend, 
Tbe  migbtie  martiall  bandes  doe  most  commend  ; 
Of  love  they  ever  greater  gloiy  bore 
Then  of  their  armes  :  Mars  is  Cunidoes  frend. 
And  is  for  Venus  loves  renowmea  more 
I  Then  all  bia  wars  and  spoiles,  the  which  he  did  o£ 
yore. 

ZZXVI. 

Therewith  she  sweetly  smyld.    Tl)ey,  though  full 

To  prove  extremities  of  bloody  fights  [beut 

Yet  at  her  speach  their  rages  gan  relent. 

And  calme  tne  sea  of  their  tempestuous  apight : 

Such  powre  have  pleasing  wordBS !  Such  is  the  might 

Of  courteous  olemeooy  in  gentle  hart  I 

Now  after  all  was  ceast,  the  Faery  knight 

Besought  tbat  damsell  suffer  bim  depart. 

And  yield  bim  ready  passage  to  that  other  part. 

zzzvu. 

She  no  lesse  glad  then  he  desirous  was 

Of  bis  departure  thence  ;  for  of  her  ioy 

And  vaine  delight  she  saw  be  light  did  p«i» 

A  foe  of  folly  and  immodest  toy, 

Still  solemne  sad,  or  still  disdamfiill  coy ; 

Delighting  all  in  armes  and  cruell  warre, 

Tbat  her  sweete  peace  and  pleasures  did  annoy, 

Troubled  witb  terrour  and  unquiet  iarre, 

That  she  well  pleased  was  thenee  to  amove  btm  iSun 

zzxvxn. 

Tho  him  she  brought  abord,  and  her  swift  bote 
Forthwith  directed  to  tbat  further  strand  ; 
The  which  on  the  dull  waves  did  lightly  flotc,         i 
And  soope  arrived  on  the  shallow  sand,  | 

Where  gladsome  Guyon  salied  forth  to  laod*  | 

And  to  that  damsell  thankea  f^re  for  rewerd. 
Upon  that  abore  be  spyed  Atm  stand. 
There  by  bis  maister  left,  when  late  be  lkr*d 
In  Phfl^drias  flitt  barck  over  that  perloits  shaxd. 


Cakto  VX] 


IHE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


09 


Well  oonld  he  him  rememberp  sith  of  late 

He  with  Pyrodes  sharp  debatement  made : 

Btrdght  gan  he  him  reyyie,  and  hitter  rate. 

As  ahepheardes  curre,  that  in  darke  eyeninges  shade 

Hath  txacted  forth  some  salvage  beestes  trade : 

"  Vile  misereanDt,*'  said  he,  "  whether  dost  thouflye 

The  shame  and  death,  which  will  thee  soon  invade  1 

What  coward  hand  shaU  dne  thee  next  to  dye. 

That  art  thus  fowly  fledd  from  &mous  enimy  Y* 


With  that  he  stilly  shooke  his  steelhead  dart : 
But  sober  Gnyoa  bearing  him  so  rayle, 
Tbongb  somewhat  moved  in  his  migbtie  hart, 
Yet  with  strong  reason  maistred  passion  fraile. 
And  passed  fa3n'ely  forth  :  he,  taming  taile, 
Backe  to  the  strond  retyrd,  and  there  still  staydy 
Awaiting  passage,  which  him  late  did  faile  ; 
The  whiles  Cymochles  with  that  wanton  mayd 
The  hasty  heat  of  his  avowd  revenge  delayd. 


ZLZ. 

Whylest  there  the  varlet  stood,  he  saw  from  farre 
An  armed  knight  that  towardes  him  fast  ran; 
He  ran  on  foot,  as  if  in  lacklesse  warre 
His  f6rlome  steed  from  him  the  victour  wan : 
He  seemed  breathlesse,  hartlesse,  fiunt,  and  wan ; 
And  all  his  armonr  sprinckled  was  with  blood. 
And  soyld  with  durtie  gore,  that  no  man  can 
Diseeme  the  hew  thereof ;  he  never  stood, 
fiat  bent  his  hastie  course  towardes  the  Ydle  flood. 


The  Tvlet  saw,  when  to  the  flood  he  came 
How  without  stop  or  stay  be  fiersly  lept. 
And  deepe  himseife  bedueked  in  the  same. 
That  in  ue  lake  his  loftie  crest  was  stept, 
Ne  of  his  ssfetie  seemed  care  he  kept ; 
But  with  his  raging  armes  he  rudely  flasfat 
The  waves  about,  and  all  his  armour  swept. 
That  all  the  blood  and  filtbAway  was  washt ; 
Yet  still  he  bet  the  water,  and  the  billowes  dasht. 

zuu. 

Atm  drew  nigh  to  weet  what  it  mote  bee  ; 
For  much  he  wondered  at  that  Anoouth  sight : 
W^bom  should  he  but  his  own  deare  lord  were  see. 
His  owne  deare  lord  Pjrrochles  in  sad  plight. 
Ready  to  drovme  himseife  for  fell  despight : 
"  Harrow  now,  out  and  well  away  V*  he  cryde, 
"  What  dismall  day  hath  lent  this  cursed  Ught, 
To  see  mj  lord  so  deadly  damnifyde  ? 
Pyrochles,  O  Pyrochles,  what  is  thee  betyde  ? 


*I  borne,  I  bnme,  I  bume,"  then  lowd  he  er)-de, 

**  O  how  I  bume  with  implac&ble  frrre ! 

Yet  nought  can  quench  mine  inly  fluning  syde. 

Nor  sea  of  lioour  cold,  nor  lake  of  myre  ; 

Nothing  but  death  can  doe  me  to  wspyre,** 

"  Ah  f  be  it,"  said  he,  "  from  Pyrochles  farre 

After  pursewing  death  once  to  lequyre. 

Or  think,  that  ought  those  puissant  hands  may  marre 

Death  la  fat  wietches  borne  under  unhappy  starre." 


"  Perdye,  then  is  it  fitt  for  me,"  said  he, 
"  That  am,  I  weene,  most  wretched  man  aliye ; 
Burning  in  flames,  yet  no  flames  can  I  see, 
And,  d3ring  dayly,  dayly  yet  revive : 
O  Atin,  helpe  to  me  fast  death  to  give !" 
The  varlet  at  his  plaint  was  gpieyd  so  sore. 
That  his  deepe-wounded  hart  in  two  did  rire ; 
And,  his  owne  health  remembring  now  no  more. 
Did  follow  that  ensample  which  he  blam'd  afore. 

ZLyi. 

Into  the  lake  he  lept  his  lord  to  ayd, 

^80  love  the  dread  of  daunger  doth  despise,) 

And,  of  him  catching  hold,  him  strongly  stayd 

From  drowning ;  but  more  happy  he  then  wise 

Of  that  »ea8  nature  did  him  not  a  vise : 

The  waves  thereof  so  sloi?  and  sluggish  were, 

Engrost  with  mud  which  did  them  fowle  agrise, 

That  every  weighty  thing  they  did  upbeare, 

Ne  ought  mote  ever  sinck  downe  to  the  bottom  there* 

XLvn. 

Whrles  thus  the^  stragled  in  that  Ydle  waye. 
And  strove  in  vame,  the  one  himseife  to  drowne 
The  other  both  from  drowning  for  to  save  ; 
Lo  !  to  that  shore  one  in  an  auncient  gowne, 
Whose  hoarv  locks  great  gravitie  did  crowne. 
Holding  in  oand  a  goodly  arming  sword. 
By  fortune  came,  ledd  with  the  troublous  sowne : 
where  drenched  deepe  he  fownd  in  that  dull  ford 
The  carefuU  servaunt  stryving  with  his  raging  lord 

XLvin. 

Him  Atin  spying  knew  right  well  of  yore. 
And  lowdly  cold  ;  *'  Help !  helpe,  O  Archimage, 
To  save  my  lord  in  wretched  plight  forlore  ; 
Helpe  with  thy  hand,  or  with  thy  counsell  sage  : 
Weake  handes,  but  counsell  is  most  strong  in  age. 
Him  when  the  old  man  saw,  he  woundred  sore 
To  see  Pyrochles  there  so  rodely  rage : 
Yet  sithens  helpe,  he  saw,  he  needed  more 
Then  pitty,  he  in  hast  approched  to  the  shore. 

ZLIX. 

And  oald ;  "  Pyrochles,  what  is  this  I  see  7 

What  hellish  fary  hath  at  earst  thee  bent  1 

Furious  ever  I  thee  knew  to  bee. 

Yet  never  in  this  straunge  astonishment." 

"  These  flames,  these  flunes  I"  he  cryde«  "  doe  me 

torment  !*' 
"  What  flames,"  quoth  he,  "  when  I  thee  present  see 
In  daunger  rather  to  be  drent  then  brent  ?" 
"  Harrow  !  the  flames  which  me  consume,"  said  be, 
"  Ne  can  be  quencht,  within  ray  secret  bowelles  bee. 


"  That  cursed  man,  that  crael  feend  of  hell, 
Furor,  oh  I  Furor  hath  me  thus  bedight : 
His  deadly  woundes  within  my  liver  swell, 
I  And  his  whott  fyre  bumes  in  mine  entralles  bright. 
Kindled  through  bis  infemall  brond  of  spight, 
Sith  late  with  him  I  batteill  vaine  would  boste ; 
That  now  I  weene  loves  dreaded  thunder  light 
Does  scorch  not  halfe  so  sore,  nor  damned  ghoste 
In  flaming  Phlegeton  does  not  so  felly  roste  " 
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u. 

Wliich  whenas  Archimago  heard,  his  fipriefe 

He  knew  right  well,  and  him  attonce  cuaann*d : 

Then  searcht  hia  secret  wouodea,  and  made  a  priefe 

Of  every  place  that  was  with  hraaing  harmd, 

Or  with  the  hidden  fier  inly  warmd. 

Which  doen,  he  balmes  and  herhes  thereto  aptJyde, 

And  erermore  with  migbtie  spels  them  channd  -, 

That  in  short  space  he  has  them  qualifyde. 

And  him  restord  to  helth,  that  would  have  algkCea  djde. 


CANTO  VII. 


Guyon  findes  Mammon  in  a  deWe 
Sunning  his  threasure  hore ; 

Is  by  him  tempted ,  and  led  downe 
To  see  his  secrete  store. 


I. 


As  pilot  well  expert  in  perilous  ware. 
That  to  a  stediast  starre  his  course  hath  bent. 
When  foggy  mistes  or  cloudy  tempests  haye 
The  faithfufl  light  of  that  6iire  lampe  yblent. 
And  coyer'd  heaven  with  hideous  drenment ; 
Upon  his  card  and  compas  firmes  his  eye 
The  maystera  of  hia  long  experiment, 
And  to  them  does  the  stoddy  helme  apply, 
Bidding  his  winged  vessell  fiurely  forward  fly : 


n. 

So  Ouyon  having  lost  his  trustie  guyde, 

Late  led  beyond  that  Ydle  Lake,  proceedes 

Yet  on  his  way,  of  none  accompanyde  ; 

An  evermore  hhnselfe  with  comfort  feedes 

Of  his  owne  vertue<«  and  praise-worthie  deedM. 

So,  long  he  yode,  yet  no  adventure  found, 

Which  Fame  of  her  shrill  trompet  worthy  reedes : 

For  still  he  traveild  through  wide  wastfuU  ground, 

That  nought  but  desert  wiliemesse  shewd  all  around. 


m. 

At  last  he  came  unto  a  gloomy  glade, 
Cover'd  with  boughes  and  shruM  from  heavens  light, 
Whereas  he  sitting  found  in  secret  shade 
And  uncouth,  salvage,  and  uncivile  wight. 
Of  griesly  hew  and  fowle  ill-favour 'd  sight ; 
His  face  with  smoke  was  tand,  and  eies  were  bleard, 
Hia  head  and  beard  vrith  sout  were  ill  bedight. 
His  cole-blacke  hands  did  seeme  to  have  ben  seard 
In  smythes  fire-spitting  fbrge,  and  nayles  like  clawes 
appeaxd. 

IV. 

His  yron  cote,  all  overgrowne  with  rust, 

Was  underneath  enveloped  with  gold ; 

Whose  glistring  glosse,  darkned  with  filthy  dust. 

Well  yet  appered  to  have  beene  of  old 

A  worke  of  rich  entayle  and  curious  mould. 

Woven  with  antickes  and  wyld  ymagery  : 

And  in  his  lap  a  masse  of  coyue  he  told. 

And  turned  upside  downe,  to  feede  his  eye 

And  covetous  desire  with  his  huge  threasury. 


And  round  about  him  lay  on  eveiy  aide 

Great  heapes  of  gold  that  never  could  be  spent , 

Of  which  some  were  rude  owre,  not  purifido 

Of  Mulcibers  devouring  element ; 

Some  others  were  new  driven,  and  distent 

Into  great  ingowes  and  to  wedges  square ; 

Some  in  round  plates  withouten  moniment : 

But  most  were  stampt,  and  in  there  metal  bare 

The  intique  shapes  of  kings  and  Kesars  straung  an 


rare. 


vx. 


Soone  as  he  Guyon  saw,  in  great  afiright 

And  haste  he  rose  for  to  remove  aside 

Those  pretious  hils  from  stranngers  envious  sight 

And  downe  them  poured  throu^  an  hole  full  widi 

Into  the  hoUow  earth,  them  there  to  hide  : 

But  Guyon,  lightly  to  him  leaping,  stayd 

His  hand  that  trembled  as  one  terrifyde  ; 

And  though  himsalfe  were  at  the  sight  diamnyd. 

Yet  him  perforce  restzaynd,  and  to  him  doubtf 


viu 


(I 


What  art  thou,  man,  (if  man  at  all  thou  art,} 
That  here  in  desert  hast  thine  habitaunce» 
And  these  rich  bils  of  welth  doest  hide  apart 
From  the  worldes  eye,  and  from  her  right  usaunc* 
Thereat,  with  staring  eyes  fixed  askaunoe. 
In  great  disdains  he  answerd  :   "  Hardy  £lfe. 
That  darest  view  my  direful  countenaunce  ! 
I  read  thee  rash  and  heedlesse  of  thyselfe. 
To  trouble  my  still  seats  and  heapes  of  pretious  p< 


vin. 

*'  God  of  the  world  and  worldlings  I  me  cfill. 

Great  Mammon,  greatest  god  below  the  skye* 

That  of  my  plenty  poure  out  unto  ally 

And  unto  none  my  graces  do  envye : 

Biches,  renowme,  and  prioci|MiUty, 

Honour,  estate,  and  all  this  worde's  good. 

For  which  men  swinck  and  sweat  incessantly. 

Fro  me  do  flow  into  an  ample  flood. 

And  in  the  hoUow  earth  have  their  etemall  broc 
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IX. 

"  Wherefore  if  me  thon  deigne  to  eerreand  sew, 
At  thy  conunaimd  lo  !  all  these  mountaines  bee  : 
Or  if  to  thy  great  mind,  or  greedy  rew. 
All  these  may  not  suffise,  there  shall  to  thee 
Ten  times  so  much  be  nombred  francke  and  free." 
<*  Mammon,"  said  he  *'  thy  godheads  vaunt  is  vaine, 
And  idle  offers  of  thy  golden  fee ; 
To  them  that  covet  sadi  eye-glutting  gaine 
Proffer  thy  giftes,  and  fitter  servaunts  entertaine. 


"  Me  ill  befits,  that  in  derdoing  armes 
And  honours  suit  my  vowed  daies  do  spend. 
Unto  thy  bounteous  baytes  and  pleasing  channes, 
With  which  weake  men  thou  witchest,  to  atten(^ ; 
Regard  of  worldly  mucke  doth  fowly  blend 
And  low  abase  the  high  heroicke  spright, 
That  ioyes  for  crownes  and  kingdomes  to  contend : 
Faire  shields,  gay  steedes,  bright  armes,  be  my  delight  j 
Those  be  the  rioies  fit  fi^r  an  adventurous  knight." 


zi. 

"  Vaine  glorious  £lfe,"  saidehe, "  doest  not  thou  weet. 
That  money  can  thy  wantes  at  will  supply  ? 
Shields,  steeds,  and  armes,  and  all  things  for  thee 
It  can  pnrvay  in  twinckling  of  an  eye ;  [meet. 

And  crownes  and  kingdomes  to  thee  multiply. 
Do  not  I  kings  create,  and  throw  the  crowne 
Sometimes  to  him  that  low  in  dast  doth  ly. 
And  him  that  raignd  into  his  rowme  thrust  downe  ; 
And,  whom  I  lust,  do  heape  with  glory  and  renowne  V 

Zlli 

"  All  otherwise,"  saide  he,  "  I  riches  read, 

And  deeme  them  roote  of  all  disquietnesse ; 

First  got  with  guile,  and  then  preserv'd  with  dread. 

And  after  spent  vrith  pride  and  lavishnesse, 

Leaving  behind  them  griefe  and  heavinesse : 

Infinite  mischiefes  of  them  doe  arize ; 

Strife  and  debate,  bloodshed  and  bittemesse, 

Outrageous  wrong  and  hellish  covetize ; 

That  noble  heart,  as  great  *di3hoDOur,  doth  despize* 

xrii. 

*'  Ne  thine  be  kingdomes,  ne  the  scepters  thine ; 
But  realmes  and  rulers  thou  doest  both  confound. 
And  loyall  truth  to  treason  doest  iodine : 
Witnesse  the  guiltlesse  blood  pourd  oh  on  ground ; 
The  crowned  often  slaine ;  the  slayer  cround ; 
The  sacred  diademe  in  peeces  rent ; 
And  purple  robe  gored  with  many  a  wound : 
Castles  surpriad ;  great  cities  aackt  end  brent : 
So   mak'st    thou  lungs,    and   gaynest    wrongfuU 
government* 

XXT. 

"  Long  were  to  tell  the  troublous  stormea  that  tosse 
The  private  state,  and  make  the  life  unsweet : 
Who  swelling  sayles  in  Caspian  sea  doth  crosse. 
And  in  frayle  wood  on  Adrian  gulf  doth  fleet, 
Doth  not,  1  weene,  so  many  evils  meet."         [aayd, 
Then  Mammon  wexing  wroth  ;  "  And  why  then," 
'*  Are  mortall  men  so  fond  and  undiscieet 
So  evill  thing  to  seeke  unto  their  ayd ; 
And,     having    not,     complaine ;    and,    having  it 
npbrayd  (" 


zv. 

"  Indeed,"  quoth  he,  '*  through  fowle  intempenuinoe, 

Frayle  men  are  oft  captfv'd  to  covetise : 

But  would  they  thinke  with  how  small  allowadnce 

Untroubled  nature  doth  herselfe  suffise. 

Such  superfluitiM  they  would  despise. 

Which  with  sad  cares  empeach  our  native  ioyes. 

At  the  well-head  the  purest  streames  arise ; 

But  mucky  filth  his  braunching  armes  annoyes, 

And  with  uncomely  weedes  the  gentle  wave  accloyea 

zvi. 

*'  The  Antique  world,  in  his  first  flowring  youth, 

Fownd  no  defeat  in  his  Creators  grace ; 

But  with  glad  thankes,  and  unreproved  truth. 

The  guiftes  of  soveraine  bounty  did  embrace : 

Like  angels  life  was  then  ilfens  happy  cace: 

But  later  ages  pride,  like  corn-fed  steed, 

Abusd  her  plenty  and  fat-swolne  encreaoe 

To  all  licentious  lust,  and  gan  ezceed 

The  measure  of  her  meane  and  natUrall  first  need. 


zvn. 

"  Then  gan  a  cursed  hand  the  quiet  wombe 

Of  his  great  grandmother  with  Steele  to  wound. 

And  the  hid  treasures  in  her  sacred  torabe 

With  sacriledge  to  dig  :  therein  he  fownd 

Fountaines  of  gold  and  silver  to  abownd. 

Of  which  the  matter  of  his  huge  desire 

And  pompous  pride  eflsoones  he  did  compownd ; 

Then  Avarice  gan  through  his  veines  inspire 

His  greedy  flames,  and  kindled  life-devouring  fire." 

zvm. 

"  Sonne,"  said  he  then,  "  lett  be  thy  bitter  scome 
And  leave  the  rudenesse  of  that  &ntiaue  age 
To  them,  that  liv'd  therin  in  state  forlome. 
Thou,  that  doest  live  in  later  times  must  wage 
Thy  workes  for  wealth,  and  life  for  gold  engtige. 
If  then  thee  list  my  offred  grace  to  use, 
Take  what  thou  please  of  aU  this  surplusage ; 
If  thee  list  not,  leave  have  thou  to  refuse : 
But  thing  refused  doe  not  afterward  accuse/' 

zxx. 

"Me  list  not,"  said  the  Elfin  knight,  "receave 
Thing  ofiired,  till  I  know  it  well  be  gott ; 
Ne  wote  I  but  thou  didst  these  goods  bereave 
From  rightfuU  owner  by  unrighteous  lott, 
Or  that  blood-guiltinesse  or  guile  them  blott." 
"  Perdy,"  quoth  he,  "  yet  never  eie  did  vew, 
Ne  tong  did  tell,  ne  hand  these  handled  not  * 
But  safe  I  have  them  kept  in  secret  mew 
From  hevens^  sight  sad  powre  of  al  which  them 
poursew.*' 


<*  What  secret  phice,"  quoth  he,  "  can  safely  hold 
So  huge  a  masse,  and  hide  from  heavens  eie  ? 
Or  where  hast  thou  thy  wonne,  that  so  much  gold 
Thou  canst  preserve  from  wrong  and  robbery  Y' 
"  Come  thou,"  <|uoth  he,  "  and  see."    So  bv  and  by 
Through  that  thick  covert  he  him  led,  and  fownd 
A  darksome  way,  which  no  man  could  descry. 
That  deepe  descended  through  the  hollow  grownd. 
And  was  with  dread  and  horror  compassed  arownd 
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XZI. 


At  leog^  Uiey  came  into  a  larger  space, 
That  stretcht  itselfe  into  an  ample  pla3me ; 
Throngh  which  a  beaten  broad  high  way  did  trace. 
That  streight  did  lead  to  Plutoea  giiealy  rayne : 
By  that  wayes  aide  there  tnte  infemall  Pme, 
And  fast  beside  him  sate  tumnltaous  Strife ; 
The  one  in  hand  an  jrron  whip  did  strayne. 
The  other  brandished  a  bloody  knife ; 
And  both  did  gniash  their  teeth,  and  both  did  thieateo 
life. 


xxn. 


On  th'other  side  in  one  consort  there  sate 

Cmell  Revenge,  and  rancorous  Despight, 

Disloyall  Treason,  and  hart-burning  Hate ; 

But  gnawing  Gealosy,  out  of  their  sight 

Sitting  alone,  his  bitter  lips  did  bight ; 

And  trembling  Feare  still  to  and  fro  did  fij, 

And  found  no  place  wher  safe  he  shroud  him  might : 

Lamenting  Sorrow  did  in  darknes  lye  ; 

And  Shame  his  ugly  &ce  did  hide  m>m  living  eye« 

zzin. 

And  over  them  sad  Horror  with  giim  hew 
Did  alwaies  sore,  beating  his  yron  wings  ; 
And  after  him  owles  and  night-ravens  flew, 
The  hateful!  messengers  of  heavy  thinga. 
Of  death  and  dolor  telling  sad  tidings  ; 
Whiles  sad  Celeno,  sitting  on  a  cline, 
A  song  of  bale  and  bitter  sorrow  sings, 
That  hart  of  flint  asonder  could  have  rifte ; 
Which  having  ended  after  him  she  flyeth  swifte. 


AH  these  before  the  gates  of  Pluto  lay ; 
Bj  whom  they  passing  spake  unto  them  nought 
But  th'  Elfin  kmght  with  wonder  all  the  way 
Did  feed  his  eyes,  and  fild  his  inner  thoughtt 
At  last  him  to  a  little  dore  he  brought. 
That  to  the  gate  of  hell,  which  gaped  wide. 
Was  next  adioyning,  ne  them  parted  ought : 
Betwixt  them  both  was  but  a  little  stride. 
That  did  the  House  of  Richesse  from  Hell-mouth 
divide. 

XXV. 

Before  the  dore  sat  aelfe-consuming  Car  j. 
Day  and  night  keeping  wary  watch  and  ward. 
For  fearo  least  Force  or  Fraud  should  unaware 
Breake  in,  and  spoile  the  treasuro  thero  in  gard : 
Ne  would  he  suffer  Sleepe  once  thether-wsrd 
Approoh,  albe  his  drowsy  den  were  next ; 
For  next  to  Death  is  Sleepe  to  be  compard ; 
Therefore  his  house  is  unto  his  annext : 
Here  Sleep,  there  Richesse,  and  Hel-gate  them  both 
betwext. 

XXVI* 

So  soon  as  Mammon  there  arrivd,  the  doie 
To  him  did  open  and  affoorded  way  : 
Him  followed  eke  Sir  Guyon  evermore, 
Ne  darknesse  him  ne  daunger  might  dismay. 
Soone  as  he  entred  was,  the  dore  straightway 
Did  ahutt,  and  from  behind  it  forth  there  lept 
An  ugly  feend,  more  fowle  tben  dismall  day ; 
The  which  wilii  monstrous  stalke  behind  him  stept, 
And  ever  as  he  went  dew  watch  upon  him  kept 


XX  vn. 


Well  hoped  bee,  ere  long  that  hardy  guest. 
If  ever  covetous  hand,  or  lustfuU  eye. 
Or  lips  he  layd  on  thing  that  likt  him  best. 
Or  ever  sleepe  his  eie-stringrg  did  unt^e. 
Should  be  his  pray :  and  therefore  still  on  bye 
He  over  him  did  hold  his  cruell  clawes, 
Threatnin^  with  greedy  gnpe  to  doe  him  dys. 
And  rend  m  peeces  with  his  ravenous  pawes, 
If  ever  be  transgrest  the  fatall  Stygian  lawea. 


xxvni. 


That  houses  forme  within  was  rude  and  strong, 
Lyke  an  huge  cave  hewne  out  of  rocky  clifte, 
From  whose  rough  vaut  the  ragared  breaches  hong 
Embost  with  massy  gold  of  glonous  guifio, 
And  with  rich  metall  loaded  every  ritte. 
That  heavy  ruine  thev  did  seeme  to  threatt 
And  over  them  Aracnne  high  did  lifte 
Her  cunning  web,  aud  sprra  her  subtile  nett. 
Enwrapped  in  fowle  smoke  and  clouds  more  black 
than  iett 


XXIX. 


Both  Toofe,  and  floore,  and  walls,  were  all  of  gold, 
But  over^owne  with  dust  and  old  decay, 
And  hid  m  darknes,  that  none  could  behold 
The  hew  thereof ;  for  vew  of  cherefiill  day 
Did  never  in  that  house  itselfe  display. 
But  a  faint  shadow  of  uncertein  light ; 
Such  as  a  lamp,  whose  life  does  fade  away  ; 
Or  as  the  moone,  cloathed  with  dowdy  night. 
Does  shew  to  him  that  walkes  in  Mare  and  sad 
affright 


In  all  that  rowme  was  nothing  to  be  seene 
But  huee  great  yron  chests,  and  coflfera  strong, 
All  bara  with  double  bends,  that  none  could  weene 
Them  to  enforce  by  violence  or  vrrong ; 
On  every  side  they  placed  were  along. 
But  all  the  grownd  with  scula  was  scattered 
And  dead  mens  bones,  which  round  about  were  flong 
Whose  lives,  it  seemed,  whilome  there  were  shed. 
And  there  vUe  carcases  now  left  nnburied. 


XXI. 

Tliey  forward  passe ;  ne  Ouyon  yet  spoke  word. 
Till  that  they  came  unto  an  yron  dore. 
Which  to  them  opened  of  his  ovme  accord. 
And  shewd  of  ricnesse  such  exceeding  store. 
As  eie  of  man  did  never  see  before, 
Ne  ever  could  within  one  place  be  fownd. 
Though  all  the  wealth,  which  is  or  was  of  yore. 
Could  gatherd  be  through  all  the  world  arownd. 
And  tlttt  above  were  added  to  that  under  grownd* 

xxxn. 

The  charge  thereof  unto  a  covetous  sprigbt 
Commaunded  was,  who  thereby  did  attend. 
And  warily  awaited  day  and  night. 
From  other  covetous  feends  it  to  defend, 
Who  it  to  rob  and  ransaeke  did  intend. 
Then  Mammon,  turning  to  that  warriour,  said  ; 
"  Loe,  here  the  worldes  blis !  loe,  here  the  end 
To  which  al  men  do  syme,  rich  to  be  made  ! 
Such  gTa(*«  now  to  behappy  is  before  thee  laid  •** 
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xxxnr. 


"  Certes."  nvd  he, "  I  n'ill  thine  ofired  grace, 
Ne  to  be  maae  so  happy  doe  intend  ! 
Another  blis  before  mine  eyee  I  place. 
Another  happinea,  another  end. 
To  them,  that  list,  theae  base  regardes  I  lend  : 
Bat  I  in  armea,  and  in  atcbieyements  brsTe, 
Do  rather  choose  my  flitting  honres  to  spend. 
And  to  be  lord  of  those  that  riches  hare, 
Then  them  to  hare  my  selfe,  and  be  their  serrile 
scbye." 

xxzir. 

Thereat  the  feend  his  gnashing  teeth  did  grate. 
And  grioT'd.  so  long  to  lacke  his  greedie  pray ; 
For  well  he  weened  that  so  glorious  bayte 
Woold  tempt  his  gneat  to  taike  thereof  assay : 
Had  he  so  doen,  he  had  him  snatcht  away 
More  light  than  cnlrer  in  the  fanlcons  fist : 
Etemall  God  thee  aare  from  such  decay ! 
Bat,  whenas  Mammon  saw  his  purpose  mist. 
Him  to  entnp  nnwares  another  way  he  wist. 

XZXT. 

Theooe,  forward  he  him  ledd  and  ahortljr  brought 
Unto  another  rowme,  whose  dore  forthright 
To  him  did  open  as  it  had  beene  taught : 
Therein  an  hundred  raungea  weren  pi^ht. 
And  hundred  foumaces  aJl  burning  bnght : 
By  erery  foumace  many  feends  did  byde. 
Deformed  creatures,  horrible  in  sight ; 
And  erery  feend  his  busie  paines  applyde 
To  m«lt  uie  golden  metall,  ready  to  be  tryde. 

XXXVI. 

One  with  great  beDowes  gathered  filling  ayre. 
And  with  forst  wind  the  rowell  did  infiuie ; 
Another  did  the  dyins  bronds  repayre 
With  vToA  tongs,  and  sprinckleci  ofte  the  same 
With  uqnid  warea,  fiera  Vulcans  rage  to  tame. 
Who,  maystring  them,  renewd  his  former  heat : 
Some  Bcumd  the  drosse  that  from  the  metall  came  ; 
Some  atird  the  molten  owre  with  ladlea  great : 
And  ererf  one  did  swincke,  and  ereiy  one  did  sweat. 

xxxm. 

But,  when  an  eaaihly  wight  they  present  saw 
Glistring  in  aimea  uid  battailous  aray, 
From  their  whot  work  they  did  themselves  withdraw 
To  wonder  at  the  sight ;  n>r,  till  that  day, 
Thev  never  creature  saw  that  cam  that  way  i 
Their  ataxing  eyes  sparckling  with  fervent  fyre 
And  ugly  shapea  dia  nigh  the  man  dismay. 
That,  were  it  not  for  ahame,  he  would  retyre ; 
Till  that  him  thus  beipake  dieir  soveraine  lord  and 
syre: 

xxxvnb 

"  Behdd,  thou  Faeries  sonne,  with  mortall  e3re. 
That  living  eye  before  did  never  aee  I 
The  thing,  that  thou  didst  crave  so  earnestly, 
To  weet  whence  all  the  wealth  late  shewd  by  mee 
Proceeded,  lo  !  now  is  reveald  to  thee. 
Here  ia  the  fountaine  of  the  worldes  good  ! 
Now  therefore,  if  thou  wilt  enriched  bee. 
Aviso  thee  well,  and  chaunge  thy  wilful  mood  ; 
Least  thou  perhaps  hereafier  v^isb,  and  be  with- 
■tood." 


"  Suffise  it  then,  thou  money-god,"  quoth  hee, 

**  That  all  thine  ydle  offera  i  refuse. 

All  that  I  need  I  have  ;  what  needeth  mee 

To  covet  more  then  I  have  cause  to  use  t 

With  such  vaine  shewes  thy  worldlinges  vyle  abuse : 

But  give  me  leave  to  follow  mine  emprise." 

Mammon  was  much  displeasd,  yet  no'te  he  ohuse 

But  beare  the  rigour  of  nis  bold  mesprise : 

And  thence  him  forward  ledd,  him  further  to  entise. 


XL. 

He  brought  him,  through  a  darksom  nanow  atnyt. 

To  a  broad  gate  all  built  of  beaten  gold  : 

The  gate  was  open ;  but  therein  did  wayt 

A  sturdie  villein,  stryding  stiffe  and  bold. 

As  if  the  Highest  God  defy  he  would  : 

In  his  ri^ht  hand  an  yron  club  he  held. 

But  he  hunselfe  was  all  of  golden  mould. 

Yet  had  both  life  and  eence,  and  well  could  weld 

That  cursed  weapon,  when  his  cruell  foes  he  queld. 

xu. 

Disdajrne  he  called  was,  and  did  disdayne 
To  be  so  cald,  and  who  so  did  him  call : 
Sterne  was  his  looke,  and  full  of  stomacke  vayne ; 
His  portaunce  terrible,  and  stature  tall. 
Far  passing  th'  bight  of  men  terrestriaU ; 
like  an  huge  gyant  of  the  Titans  race ; 
That  made  him  scome  all  creatures  great  and  small. 
And  with  his  pride  all  othera  powre  deface  : 
More  fitt  emonst  black  fiendes  then  men  to  have  his 
place. 

XLII. 

Soone  as  those  glitterand  armes  he  did  espye, 

That  with  their  brightnesse  made  that  danmes  light, 

His  harmefull  club  he  gan  to  hurtle  bye. 

And  threaten  batteill  to  the  Faery  knight ; 

Who  likewise  ean  himselfe  to  batteill  dirht, 

I'^U  Mammon  did  his  hasty  hand  withhold, 

And  counseld  him  abstaine  from  perilous  fight ; 

For  nothing  might  abash  the  villem  bold, 

Ne  mortall  Steele  emperco  his  miscreated  mould. 

xun. 

So  having  him  with  reason  pacifyde. 
And  that  fiera  carle  commaunding  to  forbeare. 
He  brought  him  in«    The  rowme  was  large  and  wyde^ 
As  it  some  gyeld  or  solemne  temple  weare  ; 
Many  great  golden  piUoun  did  upbeare 
The  massy  roofe,  and  riches  huge  sustayne ; 
And  every  pillour  decked  was  full  deare 
With  crownes,  and  diademea,  and  titles  vaine. 
Which  mortall  princes  woro  whUas  they  on  earth  did 
reyne. 

XLIV. 

A  route  of  people  there  assembled  were, 

Of  every  sort  and  nation  under  skye. 

Which  with  great  uprore  preaced  to  draw  nere 

To  th'  upper  part,  where  was  advaunced  bye 

A  stately  siege  of  soveraine  maiestye ; 

And  thereon  satt  a  woman  gorgeous  gay. 

And  richly  cladd  in  robes  of  royaltye. 

That  never  earthly  prince  in  such  aray 

His  gloxy  did  enhaunce,  and  pompous  pryde  display. 
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LI. 

Mammon  emmoved  wu  with  inward  wnth ; 
Yet,  forcing  it  to  fayne,  him  forth  thence  ledd, 
Through  giiesly  ahadowes  by  a  beaten  path, 
Into  a  ganiin  goodly  garmshed  [redd  : 

With  h^arba  and  froits,  whose  kinds  mote  not  be 
Not  such  as  earth  out  of  her  fruitful!  woomb, 
Throwes  forth  to  men,  sweet  and  well  savored, 
But  dtrefull  deadly  black,  both  leefe  and  bloom, 
Fitt  to  adome  Che  dead  and  deck  the  dieiy  toombe. 

in. 

There  moumfull  oypresse  grew  in  greatest  store ; 
And  treea  of  bitter  gall ;  and  heben  sad 
Dead  sleeping  poppy ;  and  black  hellebore ; 
Cold  coloquintida ;  and  tetra  mad ; 
Mortall  samnitis  ;  and  cicuta  bad. 
With  which  th*  uniust  Atheniens  made  to  dy 
Wise  Socrates,  who,  thereof  quaffing  glad, 
Pourd  out  his  life  and  last  philosophy 
To  the  fayre  Critias,  his  dearest  belamy ! 

Lin. 

The  ^ardin  of  Proserpina  this  hight : 

And  m  the  midst  thereof  a  silver  seat. 

With  a  thick  arber  goodly  orer  digbt. 

In  which  she  often  usd  m>m  open  heat 

Herselfe  to  shroud,  and  pleasures  to  entreat : 

Next  therounto  did  grow  a  goodly  tree, 

With  breuncbes  broad  dispredd  and  body  great. 

Clothed  with  leaves,  that  none  the  wood  mote  sop. 

And  loaden  all  with  fruit  as  thick  as  it  might  bee. 

UT. 

Their  fruit  were  golden  apples  glistring  bright, 
That  goodly  was  their  glory  to  behold ; 
On  euth  like  never  grew,  ne  living  wight 
Like  ever  saw,  but  they  from  hence  were  sold  ; 
For  those,  which  Heronles  with  conquest  bold 
Got  from  great  Atlas  daughters,  hence  began. 
And  phmted  there  did  bring  forth  fruit  of  gold  , 
And  those,  with  which  th'  Euboean  young  man  wai 
Swift  Atalanta,  when  through  craft  ne  her  out  nta. 

LV. 

Here  also  sprong  that  goodly  golden  fruit. 

With  which  Acontius  got  his  lover  trew. 

Whom  he  had  long  time  sought  with  fruitlesse  suit 

Here  eke  that  famous  golden  apple  grew. 

The  which  emongst  the  gods  false  Ate  threw  ; 

For  which  th'  Idasan  ladies  disagreed, 

Till  partiall  Pans  dempt  it  Venus  dew. 

And  had  of  her  fayre  Helen  for  his  meed. 

That  many  noble  Greekes*  and  Troians  made  to  blee< 


LVI. 

The  warlike  Elfe  much  wondred  at  this  tree. 
So  favre  and  great,  that  shadowed  all  the  ground  ; 
And  bis  broad  braunches  laden  with  rich  fee. 
Did  stretch  themselves  without  the  utmost  bound 
Of  this  great  gardin,  compast  with  a  mound  : 
Which  over-hanging,  they  themselves  did  steepe 
In  a  blacks  flood,  which  flow'd  about  it  round  ; 
That  is  the  river  of  Cocytus  deepe, 
la  which  full  many  soules  do  endlesse  wayle  su 
ivvope. 


Ca#to  VIL] 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


96 


LTn. 


Wliich  to  behold  he  clomb  up  to  the  bancke ; 

And.  lookiog  downe,  saw  many  damned  wightes 

la  dioae  aaawareSy  which  diiefiill  deadly  stancke, 

Pkmged  continuaUj  of  cruell  aprightes, 

That  with  their  piteous  cxyes,  and  jelling  ahrightes, 

They  made  the  further  ahore  resoonden  wide  : 

EBMmgst  the  rest  of  those  same  ruefiill  sightes, 

One  cursed  ereatars  he  by  channee  espide, 

T^  drenched  lay  full  deepe  under  the  garden  side. 


LTIIZ* 


Deepe  was  he  drenched  to  the  upmost  chin, 
Yh  Raped  still  as  coveting  to  dnnke 
Of  the  cold  liquor  which  he  waded  in ; 
A&d,  stretching  forth  his  hand,  did  often  thinke 
To  Tvacfa  the  fruit  which  grew  upon  the  brincke  ; 
Bot  both  the  fimit  from  hand,  and  flood  from  mouth. 
Did  iy  abacke,  and  made  him  rainely  swincke ; 
Tbe  whiles  he  sterT'd  with  hunger  and  with  drouth 
lis  daily  dyde,  yet  never  throughly  dyen  couth. 


LXX. 


The  knight,  him  seeing  labour  so  in  vaine, 
I    Askt  mho  be  was,  and  what  he  meant  thereby  ? 

Who,  groning  deepe,  thus  answerd  him  againe ; 

"  Most  cursed  of  sU  creatures  under  skye, 
I    Lo  Tantalus,  I  here  tormented  lye ! 
I    Of  whom  high  lore  wont  whylome  feasted  bee ; 
I    Lo,  here  I  now  for  want  of  food  doe  dye  ! 

But,  if  that  thou  be  such  ss  I  thee  see, 

Of  grace  I  praj  thee  give  to  eat  and  drinke  tomee  1 

'*  Nay,  Bay,  thou  greedy  Tantalus,"  quoth  he, 

"  AbidiB  tbe  fintune  of  thy  present  fate ; 

Aadf  unto  all  that  lire  in  high  degree, 

Euample  be  <^  mind  intemperate, 

To  teach  them  how  to  use  their  present  state." 

Then  ^an  the  cursed  wretch  alowd  to  cry, 

Accuamg  highest  lore  and  gods  ingrate  i 

And  eke  blaspheming  heaven  bitterly. 

As  author  of  uniostiee,  there  to  let  lum  dye. 


lh. 


te 


He  loofct  a  litle  further,  and 

Another  wretch,  whose  csrcaa  deepe  was  drent 

Withio  the  river  which  the  same  aid  hyde : 

Bat  both  his  handea  most  filthy  feculent, 

Above  the  water  were  on  high  extent. 

And  hfxA  to  wash  themselves  incessantly. 

Yet  nothing  cleaner  were  for  such  intent, 

But  rather  fowler  seemed  to  the  eye ; 

So  led  lua  Inbour  raine  and  ydle  industry. 


Lzn. 

The  knight,  him  calling,  asked  who  he  was  ? 

Who,  lifting  up  his  head,  him  answerd  thus ; 

"  J  Pilate  am,  the  falsest  iudge,  alas  ! 

And  most  uniust ;  that,  by  unrighteous 

And  wicked  doome,  to  lewes  despiteous 

Delivered  up  the  Lord  of  life  to  dye. 

And  did  soquite  a  murdrer  felonous ; 

The  whiles  my  handes  I  washt  in  purity. 

The  whiles  my  soule  was  soyld  with  fowls  iniquity.' 

Lzm. 

Infinite  moe  tormented  in  like  peine 

He  there  beheld,  too  long  here  to  be  told  : 

Ne  Mammon  would  there  let  him  long  remayne. 

For  terrour  of  the  tortures  manifold, 

In  which  the  damned  soules  he  did  behold. 

But  roughly  him  bespake  :  "  Thou  fearefuU  foole. 

Why  takest  not  of  that  same  fruite  of  gold  7 

Ne  sittest  downs  on  that  same  silver  stools, 

To  rest  thy  weaiy  person  in  the  shadow  cooleT" 

Lzxy. 

An  which  he  did  to  do  him  deadly  fall 

In  fravle  intemperaunce  through  ainfull  bayt ; 

To  which  if  he  inclyned  had  at  all, 

That  dreadfull  feend,  which  did  behinde  him  wavt. 

Would  him  have  rent  in  thoussnd  peeoes  strayt  :* 

But  he  WBS  wary  wise  in  all  his  way. 

And  wel  nerceived  his  deceitful!  sleight, 

Ne  suffred  lust  his  safety  to  betray  : 

So  goodly  did  beguile  the  guyler  of  his  pray. 

tXT. 

And  now  he  has  so  long  remained  theare. 
That  vitall  powres  gan  weze  both  weake  and  wan 
For  want  of  food  and  sleepe,  which  two  upbeare. 
Like  mightie  pillours,  this  frayle  life  of  man, 
That  none  without  the  same  enduren  can : 
For  now  three  dayes  of  men  were  full  outwrought. 
Since  he  this  hardy  enterprise  began : 
Forthy  great  Mammon  fayrely  he  besought 
Into  the  world  to  guy<ie  lum  backe,  as  he  him 
brought. 

LXTI. 

The  god,  though  loth,  yet  was  oonstraynd  t*  obey , 

For  lenger  time,  then  that,  no  living  wight 

Below  die  earth  might  suflred  be  to  stay . 

So  backe  againe  him  brought  to  living  light 

But  all  so  soone  as  his  enfeebled  spngbt 

Gan  sucke  this  vitall  ayre  into  his  brest. 

As  oTeroome  with  too  exceeding  might. 

The  life  did  flit  away  out  of  her  nest. 

And  all  his  aenoes  were  with  deadly  fit  opprest. 


ft 
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CANTO  VnL 


Sir  Onjon,  lajd  in  swowne,  is  b} 
Aentes  ■onnes  despojld ; 

Whom  Arthore  soone  hath  nskewed* 
And  Ptjmm  brethren  fofld. 


AnD  Is  there  ctre  in  bearent  And  is  there  loye 
In  hetTenly  spirits  to  these  ereetares  baoe, 
That  may  compsssion  of  their  eWls  more  t 
There  is  :— else  much  Aiore  wretched  were  the  caoe 
Of  men  then  beasts  :  but  O  !  th'  exceeding  giaoe 
Of  Mii(hest  God  that  loves  his  creatures  so, 
And  all  his  workes  with  mercy  doth  embrace, 
That  blessed  annis  he  sends  to  and  fro. 
To  serre  to  wicked  man,  to  serre  his  wicked  foe ! 


II. 

f fow  oft  do  they  their  silver  bowers  leaye 
To  eome  to  succour  us  that  succour  want ! 
How  oft  do  they  with  golden  pineons  cleave 
The  flitting  skyes,  like  flying  pursuivant. 
Against  fowls  feeodes  to  ayd  us  militant ! 
They  for  us  fight,  they  watch  and  dewly  ward, 
And  their  brignt  squadrons  round  about  us  plant ; 
And  all  for  love  and  nothing  for  reward : 
O,  why  should  Hevenly  God  to  men  have  such 
regard! 

m. 

During  the  while  that  Guyon  did  abide 

In  Mammons  house,  the  palmer,  whom  whyleare 

That  wanton  mayd  of  passage  had  decide. 

By  further  search  had  passage  found  elsewhere ; 

And,  being  on  his  way,  approached  neare 

Where  Guyon  lay  in  traunce ;  when  auddeinly 

He  heard  a  voyce  that  called  lowd  and  clears, 

"  Come  hether,  come  hether,  O !  come  hastily  !" 

That  all  the  fields  resounded  with  the  rueful!  cry. 


nr. 

The  palmer  lent  his  eare  unto  the  noyce. 
To  weet  who  called  so  imp6rtunely  : 
Againe  he  heard  a  more  efforoed  voyce. 
That  bad  him  come  in  haste  :  he  by  and  by 
His  feeble  feet  directed  to  the  cry ; 
Which  to  that  shady  delve  him  brought  at  last. 
Where  Mammon  earst  did  sunne  his  threasury  : 
There  the  good  Guyon  he  found  slnmbring  nst 
In  senoeles  dieame ;  which  sight  at  first  him  sore 
aghast. 

Beside  his  head  there  satt  a  faire  young  man, 
Of  wondrous  beauty  and  of  freshest  yeares, 
Whose  tender  bud  to  blossoms  new  began, 
And  florish  falre  above  his  equall  peares  : 
His  snowy  front,  curled  with  golden  heares, 
Iiike  Phoebus  face  adomd  with  sunny  rayea. 
Divinely  shone  ;  and  two  aharpe  winged  sheares, 
Decked  with  diverse  plumes,  hke  painted  jayes. 
Were  flzed  at  his  bacKe  to  out  his  ayery  wayes. 


Like  as  Cnpido  on  Idaean  hill* 
When  having  laid  his  eroell  bow  away 
And  mortall  arrowes  wherewith  he  doth  AH 
The  world  with  mnrdrous  spoiles  and  bloody  pray. 
With  his  &ire  mother  he  him  dights  to  play, 
And  with  his  goodly  aisters,  Graces  three ; 
The  goddesae,  pleased  with  his  wanton  play. 
Suffers  herselfe  through  sleepe  begnild  to  bee. 
The  whiles  the  other  ladiea  mind  theyr  mery  glee. 


Whom  when  the  palmer  aaw,  abaaht  he  was 
Through  fear  and  wonder,  that  he  nought  could  ny. 
Till  him  the  childe  bespoke  ;  "  Long  Uekt,  alas, 
Hath  bene  thy  faithfull  aide  in  hard  assay  I 
Whiles  deadly  fitt  thy  pnpill  doth  dismay, 
Behold  this  heavy  sight,  thou  reverend  aire  t 
But  dread  of  death  and  dolor  doe  away ; 
For  life  ere  long  shall  to  her  home  retire. 
And  he,  that  breathleese  seems,  ahal  oorage  bo!0 
respire. 

Tin. 

*'  The  charge,  which  God  doth  unto  me  arrett. 

Of  his  deare  safety  I  to  thee  commend ; 

Yet  will  I  not  forgoe,  ne  yet  forgett 

The  care  thereof  myselfe  unto  the  end. 

But  evermore  him  succour,  and  defend 

Against  his  foe  and  mine  :  watch  thou,  I  pray ; 

For  evill  ia  at  hand  him  to  offend." 

So  having  said,  eftsoones  he  gan  display 

His  painted  nimble  wings,  and  vanisht  quite  away, 


The  palmer  seeing  his  lefte  empty  place. 

And  his  slow  eies  beguiled  of  their  sight, 

Woxe  sore  afraid,  and  standing  still  a  spooe 

GasM  after  him,  as  fowle  escapt  by  fli|^nt : 

At  last,  him  turning  to  his  charge  behight. 

With  trembling  hand  his  troubled  pulse  fpn  try  ; 

Where  finding  life  not  yet  dislodged  quight^ 

He  much  reioyst,  and  courd  it  tenderly. 

As  chicken  newly  hacht,  from  dreadea  destiny. 


At  last  he  spide  where  towards  him  did 
Two  Paynim  knights  al  armd  as  bright  ss  slde» 
And  tbein  beside  an  ai;ed  aire  did  trace, 
And  far  before  a  li^ht-foote  page  did  flie 
That  breathed  strife  and  troublous  enmitie. 
Those  were  the  two  sonnes  of  Aerates  old. 
Who,  meeting  earst  with  Archimago  slie 
Foreby  that  Idle  Strood,  of  him  were  told 
That  be,  which  earst  them  oombatted, 
bold. 


Oui 
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WBich  to  avenge  on  bim  tbor  deerly  vowd, 
Whereerer  that  on  ground  they  mote  him  find : 
False  Arcbimage  provokt  their  corage  prowd. 
And  atrrfal  Atrn  m  their  stubbome  mind 
Coles  or  contention  and  whot  vengeannce  tind. 
Now  bene  they  come  whereas  the  palmer  sate. 
Keeping  that  slombred  corse  to  him  assind : 
Well  knew  they  both  his  person,  sith  of  late 
With  him  in  bloody  annes  they  rashly  did  debate. 

Whom  when  Pyrochles  saw,  ic^fim'd  with  rage 
That  ail*  he  fowl  bespake  ;  **  ytvyn  dotard  vile. 
That  with  diy  bratenesse  shendst  thy  comely  age, 
Abandon  i«one,  I  read,  the  caytive  spoile 
Of  that  same  outcast  careas,  tbat  erewhile 
Made  itselfe  famous  tlurough  false  tiechery. 
And  crownd  his  coward  crest  with  knightly  stile ; 
Loe !  where  he  now  inglorious  doth  lye. 
To  proore  he  lired  il,  that  did  thus  fowly  dye." 

xm. 

To  whom  the  palmer  fearelesse  answered ; 
"  Certes,  sir  knight,  ye  bene  too  much  to  blame. 
Thus  for  to  blott  the  honor  of  the  dead. 
And  with  fowle  cowardize  his  careas  shame 
Whose  liring  handes  immortalizd  his  name. 
Vfle  is  the  yengeaunce  on  the  ashes  cold  ; 
And  enry  base  to  barke  at  sleeping  fame : 
Was  nerer  wight  that  treason  of  him  told  - 
Yourselfe  his  prowesse  proy'd,  and  found  him  fiers 
and  bold.^ 

xiy. 

Then  sayd  Cymoehles  ;  "  Palmer,  thou  doest  dote, 
Ne  canst  of  prowesse  ne  of  knighthood  deeme, 
Saye  as  thou  seest  or  hearst :  but  well  I  wote, 
That  of  his  puissaunce  tiyall  made  extreme  : 
Yet  gold  dl  is  not  that  doth  golden  seeme ; 
Ne  si  good  knights  that  shake  well  speare  and  shield : 
The  worth  of  m  men  by  their  end  esteeme ; 
And  then  dew  praise  or  dew  reproch  them  yield : 
Bad  therefiire  I  him  deeme  that  thus  lies  dead  on 


"  Good  or  bad,"  gan  his  brother  fiers  reply, 
"  What  do  I  recke,  aith  that  he  dide  entire  1 
Or  what  doth  his  bad  death  now  satisfy 
The  greedy  hunger  of  reyenging  yre, 
Sith  wnrthtuU  hmd  wrought  not  her  owne  desire  ! 
Yet,  since  no  way  is  lefte  to  wreake  my  spigbt, 
I  will  him  reaye  of  aimea,  the  yictors  hire, 
And  of  that  ahield,  more  worthy  of  good  knight ; 
For  why  should  a  dead  dog  he  deckt  in  armour 
biigbtr 

xyi* 

'  Fayr  sir,"  said  then  the  palmer  aujppliaunt, 
'  For  knighthoods  loye  doe  not  so  towle  a  deed, 
V e  blaaie  your  honor  with  so  shameiull  yaunt 
Of  Tile  reyenge :  to  spoile  the  dead  of  weed 
Is  sacrilege,  and  doth  all  sinnea  exceed : 
But  leaye  these  relicks  of  his  liying  might 
To  decks  his  herce,and  trap  his  tomb-blacke  steed." 
"  What  herce  or  steed,"  said  he,  ^  should  he  haye 
Bat  ba  entombed  in  the  zayen  or  the  kight  V  [dight. 


xyix. 

With  that,  rude  hand  upon  his  shield  he  laid« 
And  th'  other  brother  gan  his  helme  unlace  ; 
Both  fiercely  bent  to  haye  him  disaraid  ; 
mi  that  they  spyde  where  towards  them  did  pace 
An  armed  knignt,  of  bold  and  bounteous  grace. 
Whose  squire  bore  after  him  an  heben  launoe 
And  coycond  shield :  well  kend  him  so  fiur  space 
Th'  enchaunter  by  his  armes  and  amenaunce, 
When  under  him  he  saw  his  Lybian  steed  to  praunce 

xym 

And  to  those  brethren  sayd  ;  "  Rise,  rise  byliye. 
And  unto  batteil  doe  yourselves  addresse ; 
For  yonder  comes  the  prowest  knight  alive. 
Prince  Arthur,  ilowre  of  grace  and  nobilesse. 
That  hath  to  Payoim  knights  wrought  gret  distresaOi 
And  thousand  Sar'zins  fowly  donne  to  dye." 
That  word  so  deepe  did  in  their  harts  impreese. 
That  both  efUoones  upstarted  furiously. 
And  gan  themselyes  prepare  to  batteill  greedily. 

xiz. 

But  fiers  Pyroebles,  lacking  his  owne  sword, 
The  want  tneceof  now  greatly  gan  to  plaine. 
And  Arcbimage  besought,  him  that  uTord 
Which  he  had  brought  for  Braggadochio  vaine. 
"  So  would  I,"  said  th'  enchaunter,  "  elad  and  fiune 
Beteeme  to  you  this  sword,  you  to  defend. 
Or  ought  Oat  els  your  honour  miffht  maintaine  ; 
But  toat  this  weapons  powre  I  well  have  kend 
To  be  contriuy  to  the  worke  which  ye  intend : 


XX, 

**  For  that  same  knights  owne  sword  this  is,  of  yore 

Which  Merlin  made  by  his  almightie  art 

For  that  his  noursling,  when  he  knighthood  swore. 

Therewith  to  doen  his  foes  etemall  smart. 

The  metall  first  he  mixt  with  medaewart. 

That  no  enchauntment  from  his  dint  might  save ; 

Then  it  in  flames  of  Aetna  wrought  apart. 

And  seven  times  dipped  in  the  mtter  wave 

Of  hellish  Styx,  wmch  hidden  vertue  to  it  gave. 

XXI. 

"  The  vertue  is,  that  nether  Steele  nor  stone 

The  stroke  thereof  from  entrannce  may  defend ; 

Ne  ever  may  be  used  by  his  fone ; 

Ne  forst  his  rightfuU  owner  to  offend  ; 

Ne  ever  will  it  breake,  ne  ever  bend ; 

Wherefore  Morddure  it  rightfully  is  hight. 

In  vaine  therefore,  Pyrochles,  snould  I  lend 

The  same  to  thee,  aeainst  his  lord  to  fight ; 

For  sore  yt  would  aeceive  thy  labor  and  thy  might*' 

xxn. 

"  Foolish  old  man,"  said  then  the  Pagan  wroth, 
"  Hiat  weenest  words  or  charms  may  force  withstond. 
Soone  shalt  thou  see.  and  then  beleeve  fur  troth. 
That  I  can  carve  with  this  inchaunted  brond 
His  lords  owne  flesh."    Therewith  out  of  his  bond 
That  vertoous  Steele  he  rudely  snatcht  away ; 
And  Guyons  shield  about  his  wrest  he  bond :    . 
So  ready  dight,  fierce  battaile  to  assay. 
And  match  his  brother  proud  in  battailous  aray. 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENK. 
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By  thit,  tint  ttnniiiffer  knigfat  in  proMPce  emie. 

And  goodly  hItmI  Uiem ;  who  nong^  agauia 

Him  answered,  as  ooarteeie  became ; 

But  with  ateme  lookea,  and  atomaehoaa  diadaine, 

Geto  aignea  of  gradge  and  diaconttentment  Tiina : 

Then,  toning  to  the  palmer  he  gan  apy 

Where  at  his  feet,  with  aorrowfuU  deinayne 

And  deadly  hew,  an  anned  cone  did  lye, 

In  whoae  dead  Hm  he  xedd  great  magnanimity. 


Skod  he  then  to  the  palmer ;  "  Reverend  ayre, 
What  great  miafortnne  hath  betidd  thia  knight  f 
Or  did  hia  life  her  iatall  date  expyre, 
Or  did  he  fall  by  treaaon,  or  by  oght  t 
Howerer,  anre  I  rew  his  pitteons  plight." 
"  Not  one,  nor  other,"  aayd  the  palmer  graTO, 
"  Hath  him  beftlne ;  bat  cloudee  of  deadly  night 
Awhile  hia  heavy  eylida  oover'd  hare. 
And  all  hiaaenoea  vowned  in  deep  aencdeaae  wave : 


"  Which  thoae  hia  craell  foea,  that  atand  hereby, 
Maldng  advantage,  to  revenge  their  apigbt. 
Would  him  diaanne  and  treaten  ahamerally ; 
Unworthie  naage  of  redoubted  knight ! 
But  you,  fSure  air,  whoae  honourable  sight 
Doth  promiae  hope  of  helpe  and  timely  grace, 
Mote  I  beaeech  to  aucconr  hia  sad  plight. 
And  by  your  powre  protect  hia  feeble  cace  I 
First  prayae  of  knignthood  ia,  fowle  outrage  to  de- 


ftoe. 
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"  Palmer,"  aaid  he,  "  no  knight  ao  rude,  I  weene, 

Aa  to  doen  outrage  to  a  aleeping  ghoat : 

Ne  was  there  ever  noble  corage  aeene. 

That  in  advauntage  would  his  puissannoe  boat: 

Honour  is  least,  where  oddea  appearedi  moat. 

May  bee,  that  better  reaaon  will  aawage 

The  rash  revengera  heat     Words,  well  dispoat, 

Have  aeerete  powre  t'  appease  inflamed  rage : 

If  not,  leave  unto  me  thy  knights  last  patronage." 

xzvn. 

Tho,  turning  to  those  brethren,  thua  beapoke ; 
"  Ye  warlike  payre,  whoae  valorous  great  might, 
It  seemea,  iust  wronges  to  vengeaunce  doe  provoke. 
To  wreake  your  wraUi  on  thia  dead-aeeminff  knight, 
Mote  ouffht  allay  the  atorme  of  your  deapight. 
And  settle  patience  in  so  furious  heati 
Not  to  debate  the  ehalenge  of  your  right. 
But  for  his  carkas  pardon  I  entreat. 
Whom  fortune  hath  already  laid  in  lowest  seat.*' 

zzvm. 

To  whom  Cymoehlea  aaid ;  '*  For  what  art  thoU| 
That^mak'at  thyaelfe  his  dayea-man,  to  prolong 
The  vengeaunce  preatt  Or  who  shall  let  me  now 
On  this  vile  body  from  to  wreak  my  wrong. 
And  make  hia  carkaa  aa  the  outcaat  dong  t 
Why  ahould  not  that  deed  carrion  aads^e 
The  ^ilt,  which,  if  he  lived  had  thua  long, 
Hia  kfe  for  dew  revenge  ahould  deare  abye  1 
The  trespass  still  doth  live,  albee  the  person  dye." 


xxu. 

"  Indeed,"  then  aaid  the  prinee.  *«thsavin  donns 
Dyea  not,  when  breath  the  body  first  dotk  IcaTe ; 
But  from  the  grandsyre  to  the  nephewes  sonne 
And  all  his  seede  the  curse  doth  often  cleave, 
Till  vengeaunce  utterly  the  guilt  beraave : 
So  atreightly  God  doth  iudge.    But  gentle  kaigbt. 
That  doth  against  the  dead  hia  hand  opreirB, 
His  honour  stsinea  with  rancour  and  despight, 
And  great  dispaiagmmt  makea  to  bis  fbnnerinighu" 

Pyrochlea  gan  refjy  the  aecond  tyme, 
And  to  him  aaid  ;  "  Now,  felon,  sure  I  read, 
How  that  thou  art  partaker  of  his  cryme : 
Therefore  by  Termagaunt  thou  shalt  be  dead." 
With  that,  bis  hand,  more  aad  than  lomp  of  lead, 
Uplifting  high,  he  weened  with  Morddore, 
Hia  owne  good  aword  Morddure,  to  cleave  his  head. 
The  &ithfull  Steele  such  treason  no*uld  endure, 
But,  swerving  from  the  oiarke,  hia  loides  life  did 
assure. 


Yet  was  the  force  so  furious  and  ao  fell. 
That  horae  and  man  it  made  to  reele  asyde : 
Nathlesse  the  prince  would  not  forsake  hia  sell 
(For  well  of  yore  he  learned  had  to  lyde,) 
But  full  of  anger  fieraly  to  him  cryde ; 
'*  False  traitour,  miscreaunt,  thou  broken  hast 
The  law  of  armes,  to  strike  foe  undefide : 
But  thou  thy  treasons  fruit  I  hope  shall  taate 
Right  sowre,  and  feele  the  law,  the  which  thou  haa 
defast." 

xxxn* 

With  that  hia  balefull  apeare  he  fierody  bent 

A^ainat  the  Pagana  brest,  and  therewith  thought 

His  cuiaed  life  out  of  her  lodg  have  rent : 

But,  era  the  point  arrived  where  it  ought. 

That  aeven-fbld  shield,  which  heftomGnyon  brough 

He  cast  between  to  ward  the  bitter  stownd : 

Through  all  those  foldes  the  steelehead  paasaj 

wrought. 
And  through  his  ahoulder  pent ;  wherwith  to  grom 
He  grovelmg  fell,  all  gored  in  his  gushing  wound. 

Which  when  his  brother  saw,  fraught  with  grent  girii 

And  wnth,  he  to  him  leaped  furioualy. 

And  fowly  saide ;  '*  By  Mahoune,  ouraed  thiefe. 

That  direfoU  stroke  thou  desrely  shalt  abv." 

Then,  hurling  up  his  luimefuU  blade  on  liy. 

Smote  him  ao  hugely  on  his  haoghtie  crest* 

That  from  hia  aaddle  forced  him  to  flv : 

Els  mote  it  needes  downe  to  hia  manly  brest 

Have  olef^  hia  head  in  twtine,  and  cils  th«iioe  < 


possest. 


XXXIV. 


Now  was  the  prince  in  daungarous  distresse. 

Wanting  hia  sword,  when  he  on  foot  sbcnild  figk 

His  adn^e  apeare  eould  doe  him  email  redrssso 

Againat  two  foea  of  ao  exceeding  might, 

Ine  least  of  which  was  match  fbr  any  kni^Kt. 

And  now  the  other,  whom  he  eant  dud  drnunt* 

Had  reard  hiwaelfw  againe  to  omd  fight 

Three  timea  more  fiinous  and  more  pmasaunt, 

Unmindfnll  of  bis  wound,  of  his  ftte  ignonuint* 
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80  both  attonee  lum  charge  on  either  ayde 
With  hkleona  strokes  sod  importable  powra, 
T^  forced  him  his  ground  to  traverse  wyde. 
And  wisely  wvteh  to  ward  that  deadly  stowre : 
For  on  his  ahiald,  as  thicke  as  stonme  showre. 
Their  strokes  did  raine ;  yet  did  he  nerer  qnaile, 
Ne  l)aekward  sbrinke ;  bat  as  a  stedfast  towre. 
Whom  foe  with  doable  battry  doth  assails, 
Them  on  her  bolwarke  beazes,  and  bids  them  nought 
avdOe. 

xxzvx. 

80  stootly  he  withstood  their  strong  assay; 
TiQ  tte  St  hsty  when  he  adrantage  spyde, 
His  poynaat  speare  he  thrast  with  paisssnt  swar 
At  pTDod  Cymochles,  whiles  his  shield  was  wyae, 
That  through  his  thigh  the  mortall  iteele  did  giyde : 
tie,  swarf  iDg  with  the  force,  within  his  flesh 
Did  hicafce  the  laance,  and  let  the  head  abyde  2 
Oat  of  the  woond  the  red  blood  flowed  fresh, 
That  odesneath  his  feet  soone  made  a  porple  plesh. 

rxzvn. 

Horribly  th«a  he  gan  to  rage  and  rayle, 
Conoag  his  gods,  and  himselfe  damning  deepe : 
Als  when  his  broither  saw  the  red  blooa  rayle 
Adowne  so  fast,  and  all  his  armoor  steepe, 
For  TtiT  flBlnesse  lowd  he  gan  to  weepe. 
And  asid ;  "  Caytife,  corse  on  thy  croell  bond. 
That  twiae  hath  spedd  ;  vet  shall  it  not  thee  keepe 
FrekB  the  third  brant  of  tnis  my  iatall  brond : 
Lok  where  the  dreadfiill  Death  behynd  thy  backe 
dothatoDdr 


With  daft  ha  strooke,  and  th'  other  strooke  witholl. 

That  tkothiDg  aeemd  mote  beare  so  monstroos  might : 

He  one  npoo  his  eoyered  shield  did  fidl. 

And  cisucing  downe  woold  not  his  owner  byte : 

Bat  &'  other  did  opon  his  troncheon  smyte ; 

Which  hawing  quite  asonder,  farther  way 

It  aiade,  and  oo  his  bacqueton  did  l3rtB, 

The  wUeh  dtviding  with  imp6rtane  swvjr, 

It  Mod  in  his  right  side,  and  there  the  dint  did  stay. 

zxzix. 

Wyds  waa  tiia  wound,  and  a  large  Inkewarme  flood. 

Bed  as  tha  rose,  thence  gushed  grievously  ; 

That  whau  Aa  Paynym  niyde  the  streanung  blood, 

Gava  him  gisat  hart  and  nope  of  riotoiy. 

Da  th'  odftsr  aide,  in  huge  perplexity 

The  poaoe  now  stood,  hsTin^  his  weapon  broke ; 

bought  could  he  hurt,  but  still  at  wards  did  ly : 

Y«  eritb  his  firoaeheon  he  so  rudely  stroke 

CymoBhiaa  twiae,  that  twiae  him  forst  his  foot  reroke. 


Whos  whan  tha  pafaner  saw  in  such  distrssse. 
Sir  GuyuQS  swora  he  lightly  to  him  raught,  n>1esse, 
Aad  «m1  ;  **  Fayie  sonne,  greet  God  thy  right  hvid 
To  naa  that  sword  so  well  ss  he  it  ought !" 
Obd  waa  tha  knight*  and  with  fresh  courage  fraught, 
Whau  as  agasBa  ha  armed  fidt  his  bond : 
Thaa  Vkm  a  lyan«  which  had  long  time  saught 
IHs  robbed  whe^MS,  snd  at  the  last  them  fond 
CauDgst  the  shepheard  swaynes,  then  wexeth  wood 
andyoad: 


xu. 

So  fierce  belaid  about  him,  and  deelt  blowes 
On  either  side,  that  neither  mayle  could  hold, 
Ne  shield  defend  the  thunder  of  bis  throwes  : 
Now  to  Pyrochles  many  strokes  he  told ; 
Eft  to  Cymochles  twise  so  many  fold ; 
Then,  backe  againe  turning  his  busie  bond, 
Them  both  attooce  compeld  with  couiage  bold 
To  yield  wide  way  to  hu  hart-thrilling  brond ; 
And  though  they  both  stood  stifle,  yet  could  not 
both  withstond. 

xrii. 

As  salrage  bull,  whom  two  fierce  mastives  bayt. 

When  rancour  doth  with  mge  him  once  engorge. 

Forgets  with  wazy  warde  them  to  awayt, 

But  with  his  dreadfuU  homes  them  dnres  afore, 

Or  flings  aloft,  or  treades  downe  in  the  Acre, 

Breathing  out  wrath,  and  bellowing  disdaine. 

That  all  the  forest  quakes  to  hear  lum  rore  : 

So  rag'd  Prince  Aithur  twixt  bis  foemen  twaine. 

That  neither  could  his  mightie  puissaunce  sustaine. 

zuxr. 

But  erer  at  Pyrochles  when  he  smitt, 
(Who  Guyons  shield  cast  ever  him  before. 
Whereon  the  Fseiy  Queenes  pourtract  was  writt,) 
His  band  relented  and  the  stroke  forbore. 
And  his  deare  hart  the  picture  gan  adore ; 
Which  oft  the  Paynim  sar'd  from  deadly  stowre  : 
But  him  henceforth  the  same  can  save  no  more ; 
For  now  arrived  is  his  fiitall  howre. 
That  no'te  aroyded  be  by  earthly  skill  or  powre. 

XLZV. 

For  when  Cymochles  saw  the  fowle  reproch. 
Which  them  appeached ;  prickt  with  guiltie  shame 
And  inward  griefe,  he  fiercely  gan  approch, 
Resolv'd  to  put  away  that  loathly  blame. 
Or  dye  with  honour  and  desert  of  fame ; 
And  on  the  baubei^h  stroke  the  prince  so  sore. 
That  quite  dispartiSl  all  the  linked  frame. 
And  pierced  to  the  skin,  but  bit  no  more  ; 
Yet  made  him  twise  to  reele,  that  never  moov'd 
afore. 

XLV. 

Whereat  renfierst  with  wrath  and  sharp  reeret. 

He  stroke  so  hugely  with  his  borrowd  blade. 

That  it  empierst  the  Pagans  bur^et ; 

And,  cleaving  the  hard  Steele,  did  deepe  mvade 

Into  his  bead,  and  cruell  passage  made        [ground. 

Quite  through  his  brayne  :  he,  tombling  downe  on 

Breath'd  out  his  ghost,  which,  to  th*  infemall  shade 

Fast  flying,  there  etemall  torment  found 

For  all  die  sinnes  wherewith  his  lewd  life  did  abound 


ZLVI. 

Which  when  his  germsn  saw,  the  stony  feare 
Ban  to  his  hart,  and  all  his  sence  dismayd  ; 
Ne  thenceforth  life  ne  corage  did  appeare : 
But,  as  a  man  whom  hellish  feendes  have  frayd. 
Long  trembling  stiU  he  stoode ;  at  last  thus  sayd ; 
"  Trajrtour,  what  hast  thou  doen !  How  ever  may 
Thy  cursed  hand  so  cruelly  have  swayd 
Against  that  knight !  Harrow  and  well  away ! 
After  so  wicked  deede  why  liv'st  thou  longer  day  I" 

II  9 
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With  that  an  desperate,  as  loathing  liffht. 
And  with  reTenee  desyring  soone  to  dye, 
Assembling  all  his  force  and  utmost  might, 
With  his  owne  swerd  he  fierce  at  him  £d  flje, 
And  strooke,  and  fojnd,  and  lasht  outiageoasly, 
Withouten  reason  or  regard.    Well  knew 
The  prince,  with  pacience  and  suffennnoe  sly. 
So  hasty  heat  soone  cooled  to  sobdew : 
Tbo,  when  this  hreathlesse  woze,  that  batteil  gan 
renew* 

XLYIU* 

As  when  a  windy  tempest  bloweth  hye. 
That  nothing  may  withstand  his  stormy  stowre, 
The  elowdes,  as  thinges  afirayd,  before  him  flye ; 
But,  all  so  soone  as  his  outrageous  powre 
Is  layd,  they  fiercely  then  begin  to  showre  : 
And,  as  in  scome  of  his  spent  stormy  spight. 
Now  all  attonce  their  malice  forth  do  poure : 
So  did  Prince  Arthur  beare  himaelfe  in  fight. 
And  suffied  rash  Pyroohlea  waste  his  ydle  inight. 

xuz. 

At  last  whenaa  the  Sarazin  peroei7'd 
How  that  stnunge  sword  reAisd  to  serre  his  neede. 
But,  when  he  stroke  most  strong,  the  dint  deceit 'd  ; 
He  flong  it  from  him ;  and,  deroyd  of  dreed, 
Upon  hun  lightly  leaping  without  heed 
Twist  his  two  mighty  armes  engiasped  fast. 
Thinking  to  oyerthrowe  and  downe  him  tred : 
But  him  in  streng^  and  skill  the  prince  surpast. 
And  through  his  nimble  sleight  did  under  him  down 
cast 


Nought  booted  it  the  Paynim  then  to  striTe ; 

For  as  a  bittur  in  the  eagles  clawe. 

That  may  not  hope  by  flight  to  scape  aliye. 

Still  waytes  for  oeath  with  dread  and  trembling  aw ; 

So  he,  now  subject  to  the  rictours  law, 

Did  not  once  move,  nor  upward  cast  his  eye. 

For  rile  disdaine  and  rancour,  which  did  gnaw 

His  Lsrt  in  twaine  with  sad  mel&ncholy; 

As  oae  that  loathed  life,  and  yet  despysed  to  dye. 

u. 

But,  full  of  princely  bounty  and  great  mmJ, 
The  con(^ueror  nought  cared  him  to  slay ; 
But,  castmg  wronfes  and  all  revenge  belund. 
More  gloiy  thought  to  give  life  then  decay. 
And  sayd ;  "  Pa3mim,  tbis  is  thy  dismall  day ; 
Yet  if  thou  wilt  renounce  thy  miscreaunoe, 
And  my  true  liegeman  yield  thyselfe  for  ay, 
Life  will  I  grsunt  thee  for  thy  valiaunce. 
And  all  thy  wronges  will  wipe  out  of  my  soy  enaunoe/' 


in. 

"  Foole,"  said  the  pagan,  "  I  thv  sift  defye^ 

But  use  thy  fortune,  as  it  doth  benll ; 

And  say,  that  I  not  overcome  doe  dye. 

But  in  despight  of  life  for  death  doe  call.*' 

Wroth  was  the  prince,  and  sory  yet  witbsll. 

That  he  so  wilfully  refused  grace ; 

Yet,  sith  his  fate  ao  cruelly  did  M, 

His  shining  helmet  he  gan  soone  unlace. 

And  lefte  his  headleaae  body  bleeding  all  the  pbce. 

&ni. 

By  this.  Sir  Gnyoia  from  his  trannoe  awakt. 
Life  having  maystered  her  senceless  foe ; 
And  looking  up,  whenas  his  shield  he  lakt 
And  sword  saw  not,  he  wexed  wondroos  woe : 
But  when  the  palmer,  whom  he  long  ygoe 
Had  lost,  he  by  him  spyde,  right  glad  he  grew. 
And  saide ;  *'  Deare  sir,  whom  wandring  to  and  fro 
I  long  have  lackt,  I  ioy  thy  fiice  to  vew  I 
Fiime  is  thy  faith,  whom  dnnnger  never  fio  me  drew 

uy. 

"  But  read  what  wicked  hand  hath  robbed  mee 

Of  my  good  sword  and  shield  ?  "    The  palmer,  glad 

With  80  fresh  hew  uprysing  him  to  see. 

Him  answered :  "  Fayre  sonne,  be  no  whit  sad 

For  want  of  wespona ;  tliey  shall  soone  be  had." 

So  gan  he  to  discourse  the  whole  debate. 

Which  that  atrannge  knight  for  him  sustained  had» 

And  those  two  Sanains  confounded  late. 

Whose  carcases  on  ground  were  horribly  prostrite. 

Which  when  he  heard,  and  saw  the  tokens  trew. 
His  hart  with  great  affection  waa  embayd. 
And  to  the  prince,  with  bowing  reverence  dew. 
As  to  the  patrone  of  his  life,  thus  sayd ; 
'*  My  lord,  my  liege,  by  whose  most  gratioaa  nyd 
I  live  thia  day,  and  see  my  foes  subdewd. 
What  may  suffice  to  be  for  meede  repayd 
Of  ao  great  graoea  as  ye  have  me  shewd. 
But  to  be  ever  boond ' — 


To  whom  the  infsnt  thus ;  "Fayre  sir,  what  need 
Good  tumes  be  counted,  aa  a  aervile  bond. 
To  bind  their  dooers  to  receive  their  meed  T 
Are  not  all  knightes  by  oath  boond  to  withstood 
Oppzeasours  powre  by  armes  and  puissant  hondl 
Suffise,  that  I  have  done  my  dew  m  nUoeb** 
So  goodly  purpose  they  together  fond 
Of  kindnesse  and  of  courteous  aggraoe ; 
I  The  whiles  false  Aichimage  and  Atin  lied 
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The  House  of  Tempenmiioe,  in  whicb 

Doth  aober  Alma  dwell, 
Benegd  of  many  foes,  whom  stnunge- 

er  knightes  to  flight  compell. 


Or  sD  Gods  worlces,  which  doe  this  worlde  adoine, 
There  is  no  one  more  hin  and  excellent 
Th«D  is  mans  hod^,  hoth  for  powre  and  forme, 
IRi'hiles  it  is  ke^  m  sober  govemment ; 
Bat  none  then  it  more  fowle  and  indecent, 
Distempred  throagh  misrule  and  passions  bace ; 
It  g:iDwa  a  monster,  and  incontinent 
Dm  lose  his  dignity  end  native  grace : 
Behold,  who  list,  both  one  and  o&er  in  this  place. 


After  die  Pajnim  brethren  conquered  were. 
The  Briton  prince  reoor'nng  his  stofaie  sword. 
And  GojoD  nis  lost  shield,  they  both  yfere 
Fofth  jMsed  on  their  way  in  fayro  accoxd, 
TiD  fam  the  prince  with  gentle  court  did  bord ; 
'  Sir  kidg^t,  mote  I  of  you  this  court'sy  read, 
To  west  why  on  your  shield,  so  goodly  scord, 
Beare  ye  the  picture  of  that  ladies  head  T 
Full  lircly  is  the  semblaunt,  tiiough  the  substance 
dead.* 


m. 


M 


Fsyre  Bv,**  sayd  he,  "  if  in  that  picture  dead 
Such  life  ye  read,  and  rertue  in  raine  shew ; 
What  mote  ye  weene,  if  the  trew  lively-head 
Of  that  most  glorious  visage  he  did  vew ! 
But  jf  the  bMuty  of  her  mind  jt  knew. 
Thai  is,  ber  bounty,  and  impenaU  powre, 
Tbousaad  tioMB  furer  then  ner  mortall  hew, 
O  ?  how  ^reat  wonder  would  your  thoughts  derouro, 
And  mfimCa  desire  into  your  spirits  poure ! 


"'She  is  the  mighty  Queene  of  Faeiy, 
Whose  faire  rvtraitt  I  in  my  shield  doe  beare ; 
8hee  is  the  flowre  of  pace  and  chastity. 
Throughout  the  wcola  renowmed  hr  and  neare, 
My  ]i£,  my  liege,  my  soveraine,  my  deare. 
Whose  gU»y  shineth  as  the  morning  starre. 
And  with  her  light  the  earth  enlummes  cleare ; 
Far  reach  her  mercies,  and  her  praises  farre. 
As  wen  in  state  of  peace,  as  puissannce  in  warreJ 


n 


*  Thrine  htpp^  man,"  said  then  the  Briton  knight, 
"  Whom  gncums  lott  and  thy  great  valiaonce 
Have  msoe  thee  soldier  of  that  princesse  bright. 
Which  with  her  bounty  snd  glsd  countensunce 
Doth  bleioe  her  set  i  aunts,  and  them  high  adraunce ! 
How  maj  strann^  knight  hope  ever  to  aspire. 
By  tehfoD  semce  snd  meete  amenaunce 
toto  such  bUaeel  snlBcient  were  that  hire 
For  loaae  of  thousand  Uves,  to  die  at  her  desire." 


Said  Guyon,  "  Noble  lord,  what  meed  so  great, 
Or  grace  of  earthly  prince  so  soveraine. 
But  by  your  wondrous  worth  and  warlike  feat 
I  Ye  well  may  hope,  and  easely  attaine  1 
But  were  your  will  her  sold  to  entertaine. 
And  numbred  be  mongst  Knights  of  Maydenhed, 
Great  guerdon,  well  I  wote,  should  you  remains, 
And  in  her  favor  high  bee  reckoned. 
As  Arthegall  and  Sophy  now  beene  honored." 

vn. 

"  Certes,'^  then  said  the  prince,  "  I  God  avow, 
That  sith  I  armes  and  knighthood  fint  did  plight, 
My  whole  desire  hath  beene,  and  yet  is  now. 
To  serve  that  queene  with  al  my  powre  and  misht. 
Now  hath  the  sunne  with  his  lamp-buzning  light 
Walkt  round  about  the  world,  and  I  no  lease, 
Sith  of  that  goddesse  I  have  sought  the  sight. 
Yet  no  where  can  her  find :  such  happinesse 
Heven  doth  to  me  envy  and  fortune  mvourlesse.'* 

viu. 

"  Fortune,  the  foe  of  famous  chevisaunce,  Ci 
S^om,"  saidGuyon,  "  yjelds  to  v^tue  aide,^ 
But  m  htr  wi^  thrcKres  misc^efe  snd  mischaunce,CL 
Whereby  her  course  is  stopt  and  passage  staid,  h 
But  you,  faire  sir,  be  not  herewith  dismaid,  h 
But  constant  keeps  the  way  in  which  ye  stand  ;c» 
Which  were  it  not  that  I  am  els  delaid  h 
With  hard  adventure,  which  I  have  in  hand,  c 
I  labour  would  to  guide  you  through  al  Faiy  land."C- 


XX. 


It 


Gramerey  sir,''  said  he ;  *'  but  mote  I  weete 
What  streunge  sdventure  doe  ye  now  pursew  ? 
Perhaps  my  succour  or  adTiiement  meete 
Mote  stead  you  much  your  purpose  to  subdew. ' 
Then  gan  Sir  Guyon  all  the  stonr  shew 
Of  false  Acrasta,  and  her  wicked  wiles ; 
Which  to  avenge,  the  palmer  him  forth  drew 
From  Faery  court.    So  talked  they,  the  whiles 
They  wasted  had  much  way,  and  measurd  many 
miles. 


And  now  faire  Fhoebua  gan  decline  in  hasted 
His  weary  wagon  to  the  westeme  vale,         l^ 
Whenas  they  spide  a  goodly  castle,  plsste   ^ 
Foreby  a  river  m  a  pleasaunt  dale ;  ^ 

Which  choosing  for  that  evening^  hospitals,    |^ 
They  thether  marcht :  but  when  they  came  in  sight,  c 
Ana  from  their  sweaty  coursera  did  avale,   b 
They  found  the  gates  fast  barred  long  ere  night,  ^ 
And  every  loup  &8t  lockt,  as  fearing  foes  despightO 
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Which  when  they  taw,  thej  weened  fowle  reprooh 
Was  to  them  doen,  dieir  entraunce  to  fontall ; 
Till  that  the  Bouiie  gan  nigher  to  approch, 
And  wind  his  nome  under  the  castle  wall, 
That  with  the  noise  it  shooke  as  it  would  fall. 
Eftsoones  forth  looked  from  the  highest  spire 
The  watch,  and  lowd  unto  the  knights  did  call, 
To  weete  what  they  ao  rudely  did  require : 
Who  gently  answered,  they  entrsnnoe  did  desire. 

XII. 

"  Fly,  fly,  good  knights,"  said  he,  «  fly  ftst  away, 
If  that  your  Urea  ye  lore,  as  meete  ye  should ; 
Fly  fast,  and  save  yourselves  from  neare  decay ; 
Here  may  ye  not  hare  entraunce,  though  we  would : 
We  would  and  would  againe,  if  that  we  could ; 
But  thousand  enemies  about  us  rare. 
And  with  long  siege  us  in  this  castle  hould : 
Seren  yeares  this  wise  they  us  besieged  hare, 
And  many  good  knights  slaine  that  hare  us  sought 
to  sare." 

xm. 

Thus  as  he  sfioke,  loe !  with  outragious  cry 
A  thousand  rilleins  rownd  about  them  swarmd 
Out  of  the  rockes  snd  cares  adioyning  nye ; 
Vile  caitire  wretches,  ragged,  rude,  deformd, 
AU  threatning  death,  all  in  straunge  manner  armd ; 
Some  with  unweldy  clubs,  some  with  long  speares. 
Some  rusty  knires,  some  stares  in  fier  warmd : 
Sterne  was  their  looke;  like  wild  amazed  steares, 
Staring  with  hollow  tiei|  and  stiff  upstanding  heares. 

zir. 

Fierslr  ftt  ftrst  those  knights  they  did  assajrie. 

And  arore  them  to  racoiie  :  but,  when  againe 

They  gate  fresh  charge,  their  foroea  gan  to  &yle, 

IJnbable  their  encounter  to  sustains ; 

For  with  such  puissaunce  and  impetuous  maine 

I'hose  champions  broke  on  them,  that  forat  them  fly. 

Like  scattered  sheepe,  whenas  the  shepherds  swaine 

A  lion  and  a  tigre  doth  espye 

With  greedy  pace  forth  rushing  from  the  forest  nye. 


xr. 

A  while  they  fled,  but  soon  retoumd  againe 
With  greater  fury  then  before  was  found ; 
And  erermore  their  cruell  capitaine 
Sought  with  his  raskall  routs  t*enolose  them  rownd. 
And  orerronne  to  tread  them  to  the  grownd  : 
But  soone  the  knights  with  their  bright-burning  blades 
Broke  their  rude  troupes,  and  orders  did  confownd. 
Hewing  and  slashing  at  their  idle  shades  ; 
For  though  they  bodies  seem,  yet  substaunce  from 
them  fades. 

xn. 

As  when  a  swaime  of  gnats  at  erentide 
Out  of  the  fennea  of  Allan  doe  arise, 
Their  murmuring  small  trompetts  sownden  wide. 
Whiles  in  the  aire  their  clustring  army  flies. 
That  as  a  cloud  doth  seeme  to  dun  the  skies ; 
Ne  man  nor  beast  may  rest  or  take  repast 
For  their  sharpe  wounds  snd  no^ous  miuries, 
Till  the  fierce  northerne  wind  with  blustring  blast 
Doth  blow  them  quite  away,  and  in  the  ocean  cast. 


xm. 

Thus  when  they  had  that  troublous  rout  diiperst, 
Unto  the  csstle  gate  they  come  againe. 
And  entraunce  ciar'd,  which  was  denied  oit 
Now  when  report  of  that  their  perions  paine, 
And  combxous  conflict  which  they  did  snstame, 
Came  to  the  ladiea  eare  which  theare  did  dwsU, 
Shee  forth  iss^wed  with  a  goodly  traine 
Of  squires  and  ladies  eouipaffed  well, 
And  entertained  them  right  mirely,  as  befiaU. 

xnn. 

Alma  she  called  was ;  a  riivin  bright. 
That  had  not  yet  felt  Cupioea  wanton  rage  ; 
Yet  was  shee  woo'd  of  many  a  gentle  knight, 
And  many  a  lord  of  noble  parentage. 
That  sought  with  her  to  lincke  in  marriage : 
For  shee  was  £ure,  as  fiure  mote  erer  bee, 
And  in  the  flowre  now  of  her  freshest  age ; 
Yet  full  of  grace  and  goodly  modestee. 
That  eren  heren  reioyced  lier  sweete  &oe  to  see. 

XIX. 

In  robe  of  lilly  white  she  was  arsyd, 
That  from  her  ahoulder  to  her  heele  downe  raught ; 
The  traine  whereof  loose  &r  behind  her  strayd, 
Braunched  with  gold  and  perle  most  richly  wrought 
And  borne  of  two  fairs  damsels  which  were  taught 
That  serrice  well :  her  yellow  golden  heare 
Was  trimly  woren,  and  in  tresses  wrought, 
Ne  other  tire  she  on  her  head  did  wears, 
But  crowned  with  a  garland  of  sweete  roaiere. 


xz. 

Goodly  shee  entertaind  those  noble  knights. 
And  brought  them  up  into  her  castle  hall ; 
Where  gentle  court  and  gracious  delight 
Shee  to  them  made,  with  mildneese  rirginally 
Shewing  herselfe  both  wise  and  libendL 
There  when  they  rested  had  a  season  dew. 
They  her  besought  of  farour  speciall 
Of  that  fiure  castle  to  affoord  them  rew : 
Shee  munted ;  and,  them  leading  forth,  the  same 
did  shew. 

XXI. 

First  she  them  led  up  to  the  castle  wall, 

Tliat  was  so  high  as  foe  might  not  it  clime 

And  aU  so  faire  and  fensible  withall ; 

Not  built  of  bricke,  ne  yet  of  stone  and  lime. 

But  of  thing  like  to  that  iEgyptian  slime. 

Whereof  long  Nine  whilome  built  Babell  towre  : 

But  O  great  pitty,  that  no  lender  time 

So  goodly  workmanship  ihonla  not  endure  ! 

Soone  it  must  tume  to  esrth :  no  earthly  thing  is  eniv. 


The  frame  thereof  seemd  partly  cireolare. 
And  part  triangnlare  :  O  worlu  dirine  f 
Those  two  the  first  and  last  proportions  are  ; 
The  one  imperfect,  mortall,  tceminxne ; 
Th*  other  immortall,  perfect,  masculine  ; 
And  twixt  them  boUi  a  quadrate  was  the  base. 
Proportiond  equally  by  seren  and  nine ; 
Nine  was  the  circle  sett  in  hearens  place  : 
All  which  compacted,  made  a  goodly  di'>pft^^s 
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Tbeiem  two  grates  were  pliioed  leemly  well: 

The  one  before,  by  whicn  all  in  did  pas. 

Did  th'  other  far  m  workmansbip  excell ; 

For  not  of  wood,  nor  of  endmin^  bras, 

But  of  more  worthy  substance  fivm'd  it  was : 

Donbly  disparted,  it  did  locke  and  close, 

That,  when  it  locked,  none  might  thorough  pas, 

And,  when  it  opened,  no  man  might  it  close ; 

Still  opened  to  their  finendes,  and  dosed  to  their  foes. 

ZXIT. 

Of  hewen  stone  the  porch  was  iayrely  wronght, 
Stone  more  of  yalew,  and  more  smooth  and  fine, 
Then  iett  or  marble  &r  from  Ireland  brought ; 
Orer  the  which  was  cast  a  wandring  vine, 
Enchaced  widi  a  wanton  yrie  twine  : 
And  over  it  a  fiijrre  portcuDii  hong, 
Which  to  the  gate  directly  did  indine 
With  comely  compasse  and  oompaotnre  strong, 
Nether  unseemly  short,  nor  yet  exceeding  long. 


Within  the  barbican  a  porter  sate. 

Day  and  night  dnely  keeping  watch  and  ward ; 

Nor  wight  nor  word  mote  passe  out  of  the  gate, 

Bat  in  good  order,  and  witn  dew  regard ; 

Utterers  of  secrets  he  from  thence  debard, 

Bftblers  of  folly,  and  blazers  of  ciyme : 

His  lamm-beU  might  lowd  and  wyde  be  hard 

When  cause  requyrd,  but  never  out  of  time; 

Eaily  and  late  it  rong,  at  evening  and  at  prime. 

xzyi. 

And  rownd  about  the  porch  on  eveiy  ^e 
Twise  sizteene  warders  satt,  all  armed  bright 
In  glistring  Steele,  and  strongly  fortifyde : 
Tall  yeomen  seemed  they  and  of  peat  might. 
And  were  enraunged  ready  still  for  fight 
By  them  as  Alma  passed  with  her  g^estes, 
They  did  obeysaunce,  as  beseemed  right. 
And  then  agame  retoumed  to  their  restes  : 
The  porter  eke  to  her  did  lout  with  humble  gestes. 

xxm. 

Thence  she  them  brought  into  a  stately  hall. 
Wherein  were  many  tables  fayre  dispred. 
And  ready  di^ht  with  drapets  feBtiTall, 
Against  the  yiaundes  should  be  ministred. 
At  th' upper  end  there  sate,  yclad  in  red 
Downe  to  the  ground,  a  comelj  personage. 
That  in  his  hand  a  white  rod  menaged ; 
Hestewsrd  was,  bight  Diet;  rype  of  age, 
Axid  in  demeanuze  sober,  and  in  oeunseil  sage. 

xxyni. 

And  through  the  hall  there  walked  to  and  fro 
A  iolly  yeoman,  marshaU  of  the  aame. 
Whose  name  was  Appetite ;  he  did  bestow 
Both  gnestes  and  meate,  whenerer  in  they  came. 
And  Imew  them  how  to  order  without  blame. 
As  him  the  steward  bodd.    They  both  attone 
Did  dewty  to  their  lady,  as  becinne ; 
Who,  passing  by,  forth  ledd  her  guestes  anone 
Into  the  kitchin  zowme,  ne  spard  for  nicenesse  none. 


XXIX. 

It  was  a  Tsut  ybuOt  for  great  dispence. 

With  many  raunges  reard  along  ue  wall. 

And  one  great  chimney,  whose  long  tonnell  thanoe 

The  smoke  forth  threw :  and  in  the  midst  of  all 

There  placed  was  a  caudron  wide  and  tall 

Upon  a  mightie  fornace,  burning  whott. 

More  whott  then  Aetn',  or  flaming  Mongiball: 

For  day  and  night  it  brent,  ne  ceased  not. 

So  long  as  any  thing  it  in  the  caudron  gott. 


But  to  delay  the  heat,  least  by  mischaunce 
It  might  breake  out  and  set  tne  whole  on  fyre. 
There  added  was  by  goodly  ordinaunce 
An  huge  great  payre  of  bellowes,  whidi  did  styre 
Continually,  and  cooling  breath  inspyre. 
Aboi^t  the  caudron  many  cookes  aocoyld 
With  hookes  and  ladles,  as  need  did  requyre ; 
The  whiles  the  yiaundes  in  the  yessell  boyld. 
They  did  about  their  businesse  sweat,  ud  sorely 
toyld. 

XXXI. 

The  maistar  cooke  was  cald  Concoction; 
A  carefuU  man,  and  full  of  comely  guyse: 
The  kitchin  derke,  that  bight  Digestion, 
Did  order  all  th'  ach&tes  in  seemdy  wise. 
And  set  them  forth,  as  well  he  could  deyiMk 
The  rest  had  severall  offices  assynd ; 
Some  to  remove  the  scum  as  it  did  rise; 
Others  to  beare  the  same  away  did  mynd; 
And  others  it  to  use  according  to  his  kynd« 

xxxn. 

But  all  the  Uquonr,  which  was  fowle  and  waste. 
Not  gfood  nor  serviceable  dies  for  ought. 
They  in  another  great  rownd  vessell  plaste. 
Till  by  a  conduit  pipe  it  thenoe  were  brought ; 
And  all  the  rest,  tnat  noyous  was  and  nought| 
By  secret  wayes,  that  none  might  it  espy. 
Was  close  oonvaid,  and  to  the  backgate  brought. 
That  cleped  was  Port  Esquiline,  whereby 
It  was  avoided  quite,  and  throwne  out  privily. 

xxxni.  ^ 

Which  goodly  order  and  great  workmans  aldll 
Whenas  those  knights  b^eld,  with  rare  delight 
And  gazine  wonder  they  their  mindes  did  fill ; 
For  never  had  the^  scene  so  straunge  a  sight. 
Thence  backe  agame  fiure  Alma  led  them  right. 
And  soone  into  a  goodly  parlour  bnmght. 
That  was  with  royall  arras  richly  dight. 
In  which  was  nothing  po6rtrahed  nor  wrought; 
Not  wrought  nor  po^rtrahed,  but  easie  to  bethought : 


And  in  the  midst  thereof  upon  the  floure 
A  lovdy  bevy  of  iaire  ladies  sate. 
Courted  of  many  a  lolly  paramoure. 
The  which  them  did  in  modest  wise  amate. 
And  each  one  sought  his  lady  to  aggrate : 
And  eke  emongst  them  little  Cupid  playd 
His  wanton  sportes,  being  retoumed  late 
From  his  fierce  warres,  and  having  from  him  layd 
His  cruell  bow,  wherewith  he  thousands  hath'  dis- 
mayd. 
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ZXXT. 

Direne  delights  they  fownd  themselres  to  please ; 

Some  Bonff  in  sweet  cons6rt;  some  laught  for  ioy; 

Some  plaid  with  strawes ;  some  ydly  satt  at  ease ; 

But  otner  some  could  not  abide  to  toy, 

AU  pleaaaunce  was  to  them  griefe  and  annoy : 

Thisfround;  that  &und ;  the  third  for  shame  did  blush ; 

Another  seemd  envious,  or  coy ; 

Another  in  her  teeth  did  gnaw  a  rush  : 

But  at  these  straungers  presence  every  one  did  hush. 

XZXVI. 

Soone  as  the  gracious  Alma  came  in  place, 
They  all  attonce  out  of  their  seates  arose. 
And  to  her  homage  made  with  humble  grmoe: 
Whom  when  the  knights  beheld,  they  gan  dispose 
Themselves  to  court,  and  each  a  damzell  chose : 
The  prince  by  cbaunce  did  on  a  lady  lijght. 
That  was  right  (aire  and  fresh  as  mormng  rose; 
But  somwhat  sad  and  solemne  eke  in  sight, 
As  if  some  pensive  thought  constraind  her  gentle 
sprigbt. 

XXXVII. 

In  a  long  purple  pall,  whose  sldrt  with  gold 
Was  frettea  all  about,  she  was  arayd ; 
And  in  her  hand  a  poplar  braunch  did  hold : 
To  whom  the  prince  in  courteous  maner  sayd; 
"  Gentle  Madame,  wliy  beene  ye  thus  dismayd, 
And  your  fiaire  beautie  doe  witn  sadnes  spill? 
Lives  any  that  you  hath  this  ill  apayd? 
Or  doen  you  love,  or  doen  you  lack  your  will  t 
Whatever  bee  the  cause,  it  sure  beseemes  you  in." 


zu. 


So  lonff  88  Guyon  with  her  communed. 

Unto  the  grownd  she  cast  her  modest  eye, 

And  ever  and  anone  with  rosy  red 

The  bashiull  blood  her  snowy  eheekes  did  dye, 

That  her  became  aa  polisht  yvory 

Which  cunning  craftesman  nand  hath  overisyd 

With  fayre  vermilion  or  pure  castory. 

Great  wonder  had  the  knight  to  see  the  mayd 

So  8traungely  passioned,  and  to  her  gently  nid , 


xxzvin. 

"  Fayre  sir,"  said  ahe,  halfe  in  disdaineful  wise, 
"  How  is  it  that  this  word  in  me  ye  blame, 
And  in  yourselfe  doe  not  the  same  advise? 
Him  ill  beseemes  anothers  fault  to  name. 
That  may  unwares  be  blotted  with  the  same : 
Pensive  I  yeeld  I  am,  and  sad  in  mind. 
Through  great  desire  of  glory  and  of  fiime ; 
Ne  ought  I  weene  are  ye  therein  behynd. 
That  have  twelve  montns  sought  one,  yet  no  where 
can  her  find." 

zzziz. 

The  prince  was  inly  moved  at  her  speech, 

Well  weeting  trew  what  she  had  rashly  told ; 

Yet  with  &ire  semblaunt  sought  to  hyde  the  breach, 

Which  chaunge  of  colour  did  perforce  unfold, 

Now  seeming  flamine  wbott,  now  stony  cold : 

Tho,  turning  soft  aside,  he  did  inquyre 

What  wight  she  was  that  poplar  braunch  did  hold : 

It  answered  was,  her  name  was  Prays-desire, 

That  by  well  doing  sought  to  honour  to  aspyre. 

XL. 

The  whiles  the  Faery  knight  did  entertaine 
Another  damsell  of  that  gentle  crew. 
That  was  right  fayre  ana  modest  of  demayne, 
But  that  too  oft  she  chaung'd  her  native  hew : 
Straunge  was  her  tyre,  and  all  her  garment  blew, 
Close  rownd  about  her  tuckt  with  many  a  plight : 
Upon  her  fist  the  bird  which  shonneth  vew 
And  keeps  in  coverts  close  from  living  wight. 
Did  sitt,  as  yet  asbamd  how  rude  Pan  did  her  dight. 


"  Fayre  damaeD,  seemeth  by  your  troubled  cheare, 

Tliat  either  me  too  bold  ye  weene,  this  wise 

You  to  molest,  or  other  ill  to  feare 

That  in  the  secret  of  your  hart  close  lyes. 

From  whence  it  doth,  as  cloud  from  sea,  sryse : 

If  it  be  I,  of  pardon  I  you  pray ; 

But,  if  ought  else  that  I  mote  not  devyae, 

I  will,  if  please  you  it  discure,  assay 

To  ease  you  of  that  ill,  so  wisely  as  I  may.** 


zun. 

She  answerd  nought,  but  more  abasht  for  shame 
Held  downe  her  head,  the  whiles  her  lovely  hce 
The  flashing  blood  with  blushing  did  inflame. 
And  the  strong  passion  mard  her  modest  grace. 
That  Guyon  mervayld  at  her  uncouth  caoe ; 
Till  Alma  him  bespake  ;  *'  Why  wonder  yee, 
Faire  sir,  at  that  which  ye  so  much  embrace  1 
She  is  the  fountaine  of  your  modestee ; 
You  shamefast  are,  but  Shamefastnesitaelieis  shee.* 

ZLiy. 

Thereat  the  Elfe  did  blush  in  privitee. 
And  tumd  his  face  away ;  but  she  the  same 
Dissembled  fairs,  and  faynd  to  oversee. 
Thus  they  awhile  with  court  and  goodlv  game 
Themselves  did  solace  each  one  with  his  dame. 
Till  that  great  lady  thence  away  them  sought 
To  vew  her  castles  other  wondrous  frame  : 
Up  to  a  stately  turret  she  them  brought. 
Ascending  by  ten  steps  of  alabaster  wrought. 

ZLT. 

That  turrets  frame  most  admirable  was, 
Like  highest  heaven  compassed  around, 
And  li&d  high  above  this  earthly  masse. 
Which  it  survewd,  as  hils  doen  lower  ground : 
But  not  on  ground  mote  like  to  this  be  found  i 
Not  that,  wmoh  antique  Cadmus  whylome  built 
In  Thebes,  which  Alexander  did  confound ; 
Nor  that  proud  towre  of  Troy,  though  richly  guilt. 
From  which  young  Hectors  blood  by  cruell  Greekea 
waaqpilt. 

ZLVI. 

The  roofe  hereof  was  arched  over  head. 

And  deckt  with  flowres  and  herbars  daintily  ; 

Two  ^[oodly  beacons,  set  in  watches  stead, 

Therem  gave  light,  and  flamd  continually  : 

For  they  of  living  fire  most  subtHly 

Were  made,  and  set  in  silver  sockets  bright, 

Cover'd  with  lids  deviz'd  of  substance  sly. 

That  readily  they  abut  and  open  might. 

O,  who  can  tell  the  prayses  of  that  mnken  might  * 
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XI.TIX. 

Ke  en  I  tell,  ne  can  I  stay  to  toD, 

This  parts  mat  workemanabip  and  wondroiia  pown. 

That  aD  this  other  woridoa  woAe  doth  azooU, 

And  likaat  is  vnto  that  hearenlj  towre 

That  God  hath  haih  for  his  owne  blessed  bowra. 

HMfcin  were  divers  lowmes,  and  dirers  atagea; 

fiat  three  the  ehiefeat  and  of  graateat  powre. 

In  which  there  dwelt  three  honoiable  sasea. 

The  wiaest  bmo,  I  weene,  that  lived  in  their  aget. 

XLTIIIa 

Not  he,  whom  Greece,  the  nomrae  of  all  jpood  aits. 
By  Phcrbns  doome  the  wisest  thought  ahve. 
Might  he  compar'd  to  theee  hy  manj  parte : 
Nor  that  sage  Prlian  tytB,  which  did  survive 
Three  agea,  anch  as  nuntall  men  contrive, 
Bv  whoae  advise  old  Priams  citiie  fell, 
With  theee  in  praise  of  poUicies  mote  strive. 
riiMe  three  in  theee  three  rowmee  did  sondry  dwell. 
And  coonseDed  &ire  Alma  how  to  goveme  well. 


The  tint  of  them  oonld  things  to  oome  foresee ; 

Tbe  next  oonld  of  thinges  present  host  advise ; 

The  third  things  past  conld  keep  in  memoree : 

80  that  no  time  nor  reeaon  ooula  arise, 

Bvt  that  the  aame  could  one  of  theee  compnze. 

f  ofthy  the  first,  did  in  the  forepart  sit. 

That  nought  mote  hinder  his  quiche  preiudize  ; 

He  had  a  AtNupe  foresight  and  working  wit 

That  never  idle  was,  ne  once  would  reat  a  whit. 


His  chamber  vraa  dispainted  all  within 

With  sondry  colours,  in  the  which  were  writ 

Infinite  abijies  of  thinges  dispersed  thin ; 

Sotte  such  ss  in  the  worid  were  never  yit, 

Ne  can  devised  be  of  mortall  wit ; 

Some  daily  aeene  and  knowen  by  their  names, 

6tich  as  in  idle  fantasies  do  flit ; 

iafemaU  baga,  eentaora,  feendes,  hippodames, 

Apcs»  tyona,  aegles,  owlee,  fooles,  lovers,  cbildreUf 


And  all  the  chamber  filled  wss  vrith  flyes 
Which  huaaed  all  about,  and  made  such  sound 
That  they  enoombred  all  mens  eares  and  eyes ; 
like  manj  awannea  of  beee  assembled  round, 
A/tcr  their  hives  with  honny  do  abound. 
All  ihoee  were  idle  tboughtee  and  fantasies, 
Devicssy  dfeamea,  opinions  unsound, 
Shewea,  viaioos,  sooth-savea,  and  prophesies; 
And  aU  that  ftined  iB,  aa  ieaaings,  talea,  and  lies. 


CaoagBt  them  aD  sate  he  which  wonned  there. 
That  ught  Phantaatea  by  his  nature  trew ; 
A  aao  of  yeerea  yet  fireah,  aa  mote  appere. 
Of  flwartfa  eomplezion,  and  of  crabbed  hew. 
That  him  taXi  of  melfineholy  did  shew ; 
Bent  hoUow  beetle  browes,  sharpe  staring  eyes 
That  mad  or  foolish  seemd :  one  by  his  vew 
More  i^aame  htm  home  with  ill-dispoeed  skyes, 
^  hen  oblique  Batume  aate  in  th'  bouse  of  agonyes. 


Whom  Afana  having  ahewed  to  htr  ffueataa. 

Thence  brouriit  them  to  the  second  rowme,  whoae 

Were  peinted  Csire  with  memorable  geetea       fwala 

Of  fomona  wiaarda ;  and  with  pictuials 

Of  magistralea»  of  courta,  of  tribunala. 

Of  commen  wealthea,  of  atatee,  of  poUicy, 

Of  lawea,  of  iudgementee,  and  of  dtoetala^ 

All  aitaa,  all  adenee,  all  philoaophy. 

And  all  that  in  the  wodd  waa  ay  thought  wittily, 

uv. 

Of  thoae  that  rowme  waa  foil ;  and  them  among 
There  aate  a  man  of  i^  and  perfect  age. 
Who  did  them  meditate  all  hia  life  hmg. 
That  through  oontinuall  practiae  and  us4ge 
He  now  waa  giowne  right  wise  and  wonorous  sage : 
Great  pleeure  had  thoae  atraunger  knightes  to  see 
His  goodly  reason  and  grave  personage. 
That  his  diadples  both  deeyrd  to  bee : 
But  Alma  thence  them  led  to  th'  hindmost  rowme  of 
three. 

LV. 

That  chamber  seemed  ruinous  and  old. 
And  therefore  waa  removed  &r  behind. 
Yet  were  the  wals,  that  did  the  same  uphold. 
Right  fiimeandstronr,  though  somwhat  they  deolind; 
And  therein  sat  an  old  old  man,  hfjfe  blina, 
And  all  decrepit  in  his  feeble  corse. 
Yet  Uvely  vigour  rested  in  his  mind. 
And  reoompenst  them  with  a  better  acarse : 
Weake  body  weU  is  chang'd  for  minda  redoubled 
forse. 

LVI. 

This  man  of  infinite  remembrannee  was. 
And  things  foregone  through  many  sges  held. 
Which  he  recorded  still  as  they  did  pas, 
Ne  suiired  them  to  perish  through  long  eld. 
As  sll  things  els  the  which  this  world  doth  weld; 
But  laid  them  up  in  his  immortall  serine, 
Where  they  for  ever  incorrupted  dweld : 
The  warres  he  well  remembred  of  king  Nine, 
Of  old  Assaracus,  and  Inachus  divine. 

Lvn. 

The  yeeres  of  Nestor  nothing  were  to  his, 

Ne  yet  Mathusalem,  Uiough  lonRest  liv'd  ; 

For  he  remembred  both  their  iorancis  : 

Ne  wonder  then  if  that  he  were  depriv'e 

Of  native  strength  now  that  he  them  surviv'd. 

His  chamber  all  was  hangd  about  with  rolls 

And  old  records  from  anncient  times  derivd. 

Some  made  in  books,  some  in  long  parchment  scrollfl. 

That  were  all  worm-eaten  and  full  of  canker  holes. 


Lvnx. 

Amidst  them  sll  he  in  a  chairs  waa  aett. 

Tossing  snd  turning  them  withoutcn  end ; 

But  for  he  was  unhable  them  to  fett, 

A  little  boy  did  on  him  atill  attend 

To  reach,  whenever  he  for  ought  did  send  ; 

And  oft  when  thinges  were  lost,  or  laid  amis. 

That  boy  them  sought  and  unto  him  did  lend : 

Therefore  he  Anamnestes  deped  is  ; 

And  that  old  man  Eumnestes,  by  their  propertis. 


ux. 


The  knigbtM  there  entring  did  Um  rererenoe  dew» 

And  wondred  at  his  endlease  exercise. 

Then  ts  they  g«n  his  library  to  rew. 

And  antique  reeesten  for  to  arise. 

There  chauncea  to  the  princes  hand  to  rise 

An  auncient  booke,  hignt  Briton  Manimentt, 

That  of  this  lands  first  conquest  did  derise. 

And  old  division  into  regiments, 

Till  it  reduced  was  to  one  mans  goremementt. 


Sir  OuTon  dunmat  eke  on  anoUier  boohi, 
That  hiffht  Antiquim  tf  Fa§iy  Land: 
In  which  whenas  he  greedOr  did  looke, 
Th'  ofspring  of  Elres  and  Faiyes  there  ha  {bod, 
Aa  it  delivered  was  from  hond  to  bond : 
Whereat  they,  boming  both  with  fervent  fin 
llieir  eonntr^  aanoestfy  to  mdentond, 
Cnr'd  letre  of  Alma  and  that  aged  sire 
To  read  those  bookea;  who  gbdly  gnmitad 
deair0a 


CANTO  X. 


1 


A  ehnmide  of  Briton  kings. 
From  Brute  to  Uthen  nyne; 

And  rolls  of  Elfin  emperouxs, 
Till  time  of  Gloriane. 


Who  now  shall  give  unto  me  words  and  sound 

Equall  unto  this  haughty  enterprise  T 

Or  who  shall  lend  me  wings,  with  which  from 

My  lowly  verse  may  loftily  arise,  [ground 

And  lift  itselfe  unto  the  hu^hest  skyes  T 

More  ample  spirit  than  heuerto  was  wonnt 

Here  needes  me,  whiles  the  fiunous  auncestryea 

Of  my  most  dreadred  soveraigne  I  recount, 

By  which  all  earthly  princes  m  doth  far  surmount. 

n. 

Ne  under  sunne  that  shines  so  wide  and  faire. 
Whence  all  that  Uvea  does  borrow  life  and  light. 
Lives  ought  that  to  her  linage  may  compaire ; 
Which  though  from  earth  it  be  derived  riffbt. 
Yet  doth  itselfe  stretch  forth  to  hevens  bight, 
And  aU  the  world  with  wonder  overspred ; 
A  labor  huge,  exceeding  far  my  might  I 
How  shall  fraile  pen,  with  fear  disparaged. 
Conceive  such  soveraine  glory  and  great  bonntyhed  1 

m. 

Argument  worthy  of  Meonian  quiU ; 

Or  rather  worthy  of  great  Phoebus  rote. 

Whereon  the  rumes  of  great  Ossa  hill. 

And  triumphes  of  Phlegrean  love,  he  wrote. 

That  all  the  gods  admira  his  lofty  note. 

But,  if  some  relish  of  that  heveniy  lay 

His  learned  daughtera  would  to  me  report 

To  decke  my  song  withall,  I  would  assay 

Thy  name,  0  soveraine  Queene,  to  blaaon  far  aw^. 

tv. 

Thy  name,  O  soveraine  Queene,  thy  realm,  and  raee. 

From  this  renowmed  prince  derived  arre. 

Who  mightily  upheld  that  royall  mace 

Which  now  Uiou  bear'st,  to  uiee  descended  Am 

From  mighty  kings  and  eonaueroun  in  warre. 

Thy  fiithen  and  great  grandtathen  of  old. 

Whose  noble  deeds  above  the  northern  stane 

ImmortaU  Fame  for  ever  hath  enrold; 

As  ia  that  old  mans  booke  they  were  in  order  tbUL 


T. 


The  land  which  wailikii  Britons  now  poaseaae,^ 
And  therein  have  their  mighty  empire  nyad,  " 
In  antioue  timea  was  salvage  wildenieaae. 
Unpeopled,  unmannurd,  unprovd,  unpnysd ; 
Ne  was  itialand  then,  ne  was  it  paysd 
Amid  the  ocean  waves,  ne  was  it  sought 
Of  merehsnts  &rre  for  profits  therein  pnysd ; 
But  was  all  deaolate,  and  of  some  thought 
By  sea  to  have  bene  from  the  Celtieke  mayn-land 
brought  \ 

TI. 

Ne  did  it  then  deserve  a  name  to  have. 

Till  that  the  venturous  mariner  that  way 

Learning  his  diip  from  those  white  rocks  to  save, 

Which  sh  along  the  southeme  sea-coast  lay 

Threatning  unheedy  wrecke  and  rash  decay. 

For  saftety  that  same  his  sea-marke  made. 

And  nam'd  it  Albion  :  but  later  day,  ^ 

Finding  in  it  fit  porta  for  fishera  true. 

Gen  more  the  same  frequent,  and  frirdier  to  invnde. 

vn. 

But  far  in  land  a  salvage  nation  dwelt 

Of  hideous  giaunts,  and  halfe-beastly  men,  ^ 

That  never  tasted  grace,  nor  goodnes  felt ; 

But  wild  like  beastes  lurking  in  loathsome  dnn. 

And  flying  fiwt  as  roebueke  through  the  fen. 

All  nsked  without  shame  or  care  of  cold. 

By  hunting  and  by  apoiling  Uveden ; 

Of  stature  huge,  and  eke  of  corage  bold. 

That  aonnes  of  men  amaid  their  stemesae  to  behold 


But  whence  they  sprong,  or  how  ihej 
Uneath  ia  to  assure ;  uneath  to  wene 
That  monstrous  error  which  doth  some  asaott. 
That  Dioclesians  fifty  danghtera  shene  -^ 
Into  this  land  by  chaunce  nave  driven  bane  ^^^ 
Where,  compening  with  feends  and  filthy  spr^ 
Through  vaine  illusion  of  their  lust  unclene. 
They  brought  forth  geaunts,  and  such  dreadfiil       _ 
As  nr  exceeded  men  in  their  immeasoid  nu^fatau 


Cakto  X.] 


THE  FAERIE  QUEBNE. 


lor 


IX. 

Ther  held  this  hmd,  and  with  their  filthinesae 
Polluted  this  same  gentle  sovie  long  time ; 
That  ^eir  owne  mother  loathd  their  heastlinesae. 
And  gan  abhorre  her  broods  unkindly  crime. 
All  were  they  borne  of  her  owne  native  slime : 
UntO  tiiat  Bmtas,  anciently  deriy'd        ^ 
From  roiaU  stocke  of  old  Assaracs  line, 
Driren  by  fetall  error  here  amv'd. 
And  them  of  their  unjust  possession  depriy'd.  x 

z. 

But  era  he  had  established  his  throne. 
And  spred  his  empire  to  the  utmost  shore. 
He  fought  great  batteils  with  his  salyage  fone ; 
In  which  he  them  defeated  erermore,     *« 
And  many  giaunts  left  on  gronin^  floro : 
That  well  can  witnes  yet  unto  this  day 
The  westeme  Hogh,  besprincled  with  the  gore 
Of  mighty  Goemot,  whome  in  stout  firsy  ^ 
CorineoB  conquered,  and  cruelly  did  sli^.  ^ 

zx. 

And  eke  that  ample  pitt,  yet  fiir  renownd 
For  the  large  leape  which  Debon  did  compel! 
Coulin  to  make,  Deing  eight  lugs  of  mwnd. 
Into  the  which  retouming  bae£»  he  fell : 
But  those  three  monstrous  stones  doe  most  exoell. 
Which  that  huge  sonne  of  hideoos  Albion, 
Whose  fitfher  Hercules  in  Freunce  did  quell, 
Great  Godmer  threw,  in  fierce  contention, 
At  bold  Canntos ;  but  of  him  was  slaine  anon. 


In  meed  of  these  great  conquests  by  them  gott,  ^ 
Corineus  had  that  province  utmost  west      ^ 
To  him  assigned  for  his  worthy  lott,    '^ 
Which  of  his  nsme  and  memorable  gest 
He  called  Comwaile,  yet  so  called  hesi :  *^ 
And  Debons  sham  was,  that  is  Devonshyre :  ^ 
But  Canute  had  his  portion  from  the  rest,  ^ 
The  which  he  cald  Canutium,  for  his  byre ;  ^ 
Now  Ctifit^"™^  which  Kent  we  comenly  inqujrre.  % 


xnz. 


Thus  Brute  this  lealme  unto  his  role  subdewd,  ^ 
And  raiened  long  in  great  felici^,  "* 

Lor'd  of  his  freends,  and  of  his  K>es  eschewd : 
He  left  three  sonnes,  his  famous  progeny,  — 
Bonie  of  fayro  Inogene  of  Italy ;  ^ 

Mongst  whom  he  parted  his  impexiall  state. 
And  Locrine  left  chiefe  lord  of  Britany.  » 
At  last  ripe  ase  bad  him  surrender  late 
His  life,  and  long  good  fortune,  unto  finall  &te. 


zxy. 

Locrina  was  laft  the  soreraine  lord  of  all ; 

But  Albanact  had  all  the  northeme  part, 

Wbich  of  himselfe  Albania  he  did  call ; 

And  Camber  did  possesse  the  westeme  quart. 

Which  Seveme  now  fix>m  Logris  doth  depart : 

And  each  bis  portion  peaceably  enioyd, 

Ne  was  there  outward  breach,  nor  grudge  in  hart, 

That  once  their  quiet  goyernment  annoyd ; 

But  each  his  paynes  to  othen  profit  still  employd. 


Untill  a  nation  straung,  with  Ttuffe  swart 

And  corage  fierce  that  all  men  didaHray, 

Which  through  the  world  then  swarmd  in  erery  pst, 

And  overflowd  all  countries  fin*  away, 

Like  Noyes  great  flood,  with  their  mip6rtane  sway, 

This  land  invaded  with  like  violence,     <**^ 

And  did  themselves  through  all  the  north  display:  "^ 

Untill  that  Locrine  for  his  realmes  defence,   ««» 

Did  head  against  them  make  and  strong  munifioanoe  ^ 


He  them  encountied,  a  confused  rout, 
Foreby  the  river  that  whyl6me  was  bight 
The  ancient  Abus,  where  with  courage  stout  ^ 
He  them  defeated  in  victorious  ^ht,  ** 

And  chaste  so  fiercely  after  fearatull  flight. 
That  forst  their  chieratain,  for  his  safeties  sske, 
(Their  chiefetain  Humber  named  waa  aright,)  .-• 
Unto  the  mighty  streame  him  to  betake. 
Where  he  an  end  of  batteill  and  of  life  did  make. 


The  long  retoumed  proud  of  vietofy. 
And  insolent  woz  through  unwonted 
That  shortljT  he  forcot  the  ieopardy, 
Which  in  his  land  he  lately  did  appease. 
And  fell  to  vaine  voluptuous  disease:    m^ 
He  lov'd  faire  Ladie  Estrild,  leudly  lov'd,   f— 
Whose  wanton  pleasures  him  too  much  did  ph 
That  quite  his  bsrt  from  Guendolene  remov'd,  — ^ 
From  Guendolene  his  wife,  though  alwaies  faithful 
prov'd. 

The  noble  daughter  of  Corineus 

Would  not  endure  to  bee  so  vile  disdaxnd. 

But,  gathering  force  and  corage  valoroua, 

Encountred  him  in  batteill  wdl  ordaind,     "^ 

In  which  him  vanquisht  ahe  to  fly  constraind :  «m 

But  she  so  fast  pursewdy  that  him  she  tooke 

And  threw  in  bimds,  where  he  tOl  death  romaind;  ^ 

Ala  his  faire  leman  flying  through  a  brooke 

She  oyerhent,  nought  moved  with  her  piteoua  looke , 


But  both  hersel&,  and  eke  her  daughter  deare  «« 
Begotten  by  her  kingly  paramoure. 
The  faire  £(abrina,  almoat  dead  with  feare,  ««. 
She  there  attached,  far  from  all  succoiire : 
The  one  she  slew  in  that  impatient  stoure; 
But  the  ssd  virgin  innocent  of  all 
Adowne  the  rolling  river  she  did  poure,  «-• 
Which  of  her  name  now  Seveme  men  dio  call  x 
Such  was  the  end  that  to  disloyall  love  did  ML 


Then  for  her  sonne,  which  she  to  Locrin  bore,  ^ 
(Madan  was  young,  unmeet  the  rule  to  sway,)  ^» 
In  her  owne  band  the  crowne  she  kept  in  store,  •->- 
Till  lyper  years  he  raught  and  stronger  stay : 
During  wnich  time  her  powre  she  <ud  di^ay 
Through  all  this  realme,  the  glory  of  her  sex, 
And  first  taught  men  a  woman  to  obay : 
But,  when  her  sonne  to  mans  estate  did  wez,  ^ 
She  it  surrendrad,  ne  her  selfe  would  longer  vez.  ^ 


TlioMadnnigiid,  unwortlueoflusnoe;    ** 
For  with  all  shame  Ihal  sacred  thnme  he  fild.  *^ 
Next  Memprise,  as  unworth  j  of  that  plaoe,   ** 
In  which  hein^  consorted  with  Manila,        "^ 
For  thirst  of  single  Iringdom  him  he  kfld,    ^ 
But  Ebranok  sslred  htSh  their  infiynies      ^ 
With  nohle  deedes,  and  waxre3rd  on  Bninehild 
in  Henault,  where  yet  of  his  rictories 
Biare  moniments  lemaine,  which  yet  that  land 


An  happy  man  In  his  first  dayes  he  was. 
And  happy  &ther  of  fidre  progeny : 
For  an  80  many  weekes,  as  the  years  has. 
So  msny  children  he  did  multiply ; 
Of  which  were  twentie  sonnes,  which  did  apply  ^ 
Their  mindes  to  ynjm  and  cherahoos  desyre : 
Those  gennans  <&d  snhdew  all  Germany,  « 
Of  whom  it  hight ;  but  in  the  end  their  syre 
With  foole  repulse  from  Frannce  was  forced  t^ 
retyre* 


Which  hlott  his  Sonne  succeeding  in  his  seat,   •« 
The  second  Bmte»  the  second  both  in  name   «■ 
And  eke  in  aemhlaunce  of  his  puisaannce  gfeat. 
Right  well  recnr'd,  and  did  away  that  blame 
With  recompenoe  of  ereilasting  &me :     « 
He  with  his  nctour  sword  first  opened 
The  bowels  of  wide  Fraunce,  a  forlome  dame,  ^ 
And  taneht  her  first  how  to  be  conquered ; 
Since  which,  with  sondrie  spoiles  she  hath  been 
ransacked. 


Let  Bcaldis  tell,  and  let  tell  Hania, 
And  let  the  marsh  of  Esthambruges  tell. 
What  colour  were  their  waters  that  same  day. 
And  aU  the  moore  twixt  EWersham  and  Dell, 
With  blood  of  Henalois  which  therein  fell. 
How  oft  that  d^  did  sad  Bnmchildis  see 
The  grtnm  thieU  dyde  in  dolorous  rermell  T 
That  not  ieuith  guiridh  it  mote  seeme  to  bee. 
But  rather  jf  tcuith  gogh,  eigne  of  sad  crueltee. 


His  Sonne  kin^  Leill,  by  fathers  labour  long,  <• 
Enioyd  an  hentaae  of  lasting  peace,  ** 

And  built  Cairleul,  and  built  Cairleon  strong. 
Next  Huddibras  his  realms  did  not  encrease,  •« 
But  taught  the  famd  from  wearie  wars  to  cease.  * 
Whose  footsteps  Blsdud  following,  in  artes    • 
Exeeld  at  Athens  all  the  learned  preece,    »   [p*rt8. 
From  whence  he  brought  them  to  these  sakage^ 
And  with  sweet  science  moUifide  their  stnbbome 
hsrts.  - 

XXVI. 

Ensample  of  his  wondrous  fsculty, 
Behold  the  boyling  baths  at  Cairoaben,  «» 
Which  seeth  with  secret  fire  etemallr. 
And  in  dieir  entraines,  full  of  quick  brimst^. 
Nourish  the  flames  which  they  are  warmd  upon. 
That  to  their  people  weahh  they  forth  do  well. 
And  health  to  erery  forreyne  nation  : 
Yet  he  at  last,  contending  to  excdl 
llie  reach  of  men,  through  flight  into  fond  mischief 
fell. 


zxTn. 

Next  hhn  king  Leyr  in  h^pie  peace  kng  raynd,  \ 

But  had  no  issue  msle  him  to  succeed,  \ 

But  three  Cure  daughters,  which  were  weQ  upCiaiBd 

In  aU  that  seemed  fitt  for  kingly  seed ;  ^ 

Mongst  whom  his  realms  he  equally  deuoedv 

To  hare  divided :  tho,  when  fiEwble  age   x 

Nigh  to  his  utmost  date  he  saw  proceed. 

He  cald  his  daughters,  and  with  speeches  ssige  « 

Inquyrd,  which  of  them  most  did  toveherpanntage 


The  eldest  Gonorill  gan  to  protest,  <^ 
That  she  much  more  than  iMr  owne  liie  him  lov*d ; 
And  Regan  grsster  lore  to  him  profest     ^       ^ 
Then  sll  the  world,  whenever  it  wereproov'd  ;^ 
But  Cordeill  said  the  loved  him  as  heooov'd  :x 
Whose  simple  answers,  wanting  colours  fiiyre  v 
To  paint  it  forth,  him  to  displeassnnce  moov'd,^ 
That  in  his  crown  he  counted  her  no  hayre,  ^ 
But  twixt  the  other  twain  his  kingdom  whole  did 
shayxe.  "^ 


So  wedded  th'  one  to  Maglan  king  of  Scottss^  N 
And  th'  other  to  the  king  of  Cambria,  ^ 
And  twixt  them  ahayid  his  realme  by  equall  lottes ; 
But,  without  dowre,  the  wise  Cordeoa  \ 
Wss  sent  to  Agsnip  of  Celtics :     \ 
Their  aged  syre,  thus  essed  of  his  crowne,  \ 
A  private  life  ledd  in  Albsnia 
With  Gonorill,  long  hsd  in  giest  miowne,  ^ 
That,  nought  hhn  griev'd  to  beene  from  rule  deposed 
downs. 


But  true  it  is  thst,  when  die  oyle  is  spent 
The  light  goes  out,  snd  weeke  is  throwne  nwsy ; 
So,  when  he  had  resignd  his  regiment,  ^ 
His  dsughter  gsn  despise  his  drooping  dsj,% 
And  wesrie  wax  of  his  continutll  stay :  \ 
Tho  to  his  daughter  Regan  he  repayrd,  \ 
Who  him  at  first  well  used  every  w«y ;  *^ 
But,  when  of  his  departure  she  despayrd,  ^ 
Her  bountie  she  sbeted,  snd  his  chsare  empayid. 


The  wretched  man  gan  then  aviss  too  late. 

That  love  is  not  where  most  it  is  profest ; 

Too  truely  tryde  in  his  extremest  state ! 

At  last,  resolv'd  likewise  to  prove  the  rase,  \ 

He  to  Cordelia  himselfe  addiest,  ^ 

Who  with  entyra  affection  him  reoeav'd,  *V 

As  for  her  svie  snd  king  her  seemed  best  ;X 

And  after  all  an  army  strong  she  leav'd,   ^ 

To  war  on  those  which  himMd  of  his  reslmebereav'di 


So  to  his  crowne  she  him  restord  agtme ;  ^ 
In  which  he  dvde,  made  ripe  for  dMth  by  eld,"* 
And  after  wUa  it  ahould  to  her  remaine : 
Who  peaoeablv  the  ssme  long  ame  did  weld. 
And  ah  mens  nsxts  in  dew  obedience  held : 
Till  that  her  sisters  children,  woxen  strong,  v^ 
Through  proud  smbition  against  her  rebela,^ 
And  overcommen  kept  in  prison  long,  X 
Till  weary  of  thst  wretched  lifi»  herselfe  she  hang. 

X 
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T1i«ii  gtti  the  bloody  brodmn  both  to  nine :  s 

But  fioroe  Condah  gan  shortly  to  enry     ^ 

His  brothor  Morgu,  prickt  with  proud  disdaina  \ 

TohttTompeibmiMalof  soTeninty  ;   \ 

Aod,  kmdlang  eoWs  of  crnell  enmity, 

Rttid  wane*  and  him  in  batteiU  oreithrew ;  ^ 

Whence  as  be  to  thoae  woody  hilles  did  fly. 

Which  higfat  of  him  Qlamorfm,  there  him  slew  : 

ThcB  didhe  xaigne  ahme,  when  he  none  equal  knew. 

xxznr. 

Hm  eoDDe  RiniQ'  his  dead  rowme  did  supply;  ^ 
In  whose  aad  time  blood  did  from  hearen  mpe. 
Nest  great  Goignatos,  then  faire  Cecily,    ^ 
In  conalant  peace  their  kingdomes  did  oontayne,  ^ 
AAer  whon  Lago  and  Kinmarke  did  nyne,   ^ 
And  Gorbognd,  till  ftr  in  yean  he  grew  :  *• 
Tbta  his  ambitioas  aonnee  nnto  than  twayne  « 
Arranght  the  rale,  and  ixom  their  &ther  draw  ;^ 
Stoat  Fen«z  and  stame  Pones  him  in  prison  threw^ 


WTzn* 


Bol  O !  the  greedy  thirst  of  royall  erowne, 
Ibat  knowes  no  kmred,  nor  regardes  no  right, 
Btird  Porrex  up  to  pot  his  brother  downe ;  ^ 
Who,  mto  him  assembtini^  forreigne  might. 
Made  wirre  on  him,  and  mil  himselfe  in  fight :  ^ 
Whose  death  t'  arenge,  hie  mother  mereilesse,  ^ 
Most  wsrcilesae  of  women,  Wyden  bight,    ^ 
Her  other  aonae  last  sleeping  aid  opnresae,  «« 
And  with  aott  eraell  hand  Um  morored  pittileaae* 


Hsie  ended  Brotos  ssered  progeov,    ^ 

WUcb  hsd  seren  hnndrsd  yean  this  sceptre  home  n 

With  Ucb  renowme  and  great  felicity : 

The  Bobla  braanch  from  tb'  intique  stocks  was  tome 

Tbroogh  discord,  and  the  roiaU  throne  forlome. 

Tbsaceforth  this  reafane  was  into  frotions  rent^  N 

Whitest  each  of  Bntns  boasted  to  be  borne, 

Ibst  in  the  end  was  left  no  moniment 

Of  finrtas,  nor  of  Britons  ^rie  anncient 


Then  np  aroae  a  man  of  matchlesse  might,  ^ 

And  weodnma  wit  to  aienage  high  afiayres, 

Who,  stixd  with  pttty  of  the  stressed  plight 

Of  tUs  aad  raalme,  cot  into  sondiy  shajrrea  ^^ 

By  facbasdaymd  theauelTes  Bratss  rightfaU  hayres,^ 

Cathend  the  princes  of  the  people  looee         N 

TotakanaooiissUof  their  common  csres;  ^ 

Who,  with  hia  wisedom  won,  him  straight  did  choose^ 

Ihsirkiaigf  and  awore  him  fealty  to  wm  or  loose.  O 

Tlso  made  ha  bead  Miast  his  enimies,  ^^ 

Aad  Tmnar  alaw  of  Looria  miscrsate ; 

Iheo  Boddoa  and  pnma  Stater,  both  allyea, 

Ihb  of  Alb^  aewlj  nominate, 

Aad  tkat  of  Cambry  Idn^  coniirmed  late. 

He  otarthiaw  thnmgh  his  owne  Taliannce , 

Wheaa  cguiitiiaa  ha  ledas'd  to  qviet  state, 

Aad  ahactif  broogfat  to  cifile  gorernannce, 

Kev  ana.  whieh  sarst  were  many  made  throngh 


«y 


Then  made  he  aacred  lawee,  whieh  soma 
Were  nnto  him  rerenld  in  Tision ; 
Br  which  he  freed  the  traveilerB  high-waj,    ^« 
The  churches  part,  and  plooghmana  portion*    ^ 
Reatrainiiig  atealth  and  strong  extortion ;  --«i. 
The  gratioos  Noma  of  great  Sritany : 
For,  till  his  dsyes,  the  chiefe  dominion 
By  strength  waa  wielded  without  polli<rr : 
Therafore  he  firat  wore  crowns  of  gold  tor  dignity 


Donwallo  dyde,  (for  what  mar  lire  for  ay?)  ^^ 
And  left  two  aonnee,  of  pearelesse  prowesse  both,  * 
That  sacked  Rome  too  dearelj  did  aasay,      •«» 
The  lecompence  of  their  pen6red  oth ; 
And  ranssckt  Greece  wel  tzyde,  when  they  were 
Besides  snbiected  France  end  Geraoany,       [wroth , 
Which  yet  their  praises  speske,  all  be  they  loth,  ^  ' 
And  inly  tremble  at  the  memory  ^ 

Of  Brenniis  and  Belinus,  hinges  of  Britany.    %^ 

XU.' 

Next  them  did  Goigiint,  great  Belinos  sonne,  «^ 
In  rule  spcceede,  sml  eke  in  frthera  praise  ; 
He  Easterland  anbdewd,  and  Denmarke  woime,  ^ 
And  of  them  both  did  foy  and  tribute  raise. 
The  which  waa  dew  in  ms  dead  fsthen  daies : 
He  also  gare  to  fngitiree  of  Speyne,  ** 
Whom  be  St  sea  found  wandnog  from  their  waies, 
A  seste  in  Irelsnd  safelr  to  remayne,    •>-» 
M^ich  thej  should  hold  of  him  as  subiect  to  Bzi* 
t&yne. 

XLn. 

After  him  ratgned  Gnitheline  his  hsyre,  «^ 
The  iusteat  man  and  trewest  in  his  dsies, " 
Who  hsd  to  wife  Dame  Merda  the  fiiyre,  ^^ 
A  woman  worthy  of  immortall  praire. 
Which  for  this  reslme  found  many  goodly  Ia3re8, 
And  wholesome  statutea  to  her  husband  brought ; 
Her  many  deemd  to  hare  beene  of  the  Fayea, 
As  was  Aegeri6  thst  Numa  tought : 
Those  yet  of  her  be  Mertian  lawea  both  nam'd  and 
thought 


Her  Sonne  fiifillus  sfter  her  did  nyne ;    *~^ 
And  then  Kimarus  ;  and  then  Danius :    "^ 
Next  whom  Morindus  did  the  erowne  sustayne ;  ^ 
Who,  had  he  not  with  wrath  outrageous     r* 
And  crueU  rancour  dim'd  his  rslorous       '^ 
And  mightie  deedes,  should  matched  hare  the  beat" 
As  well  in  that  same  field  rictorions 
Against  the  forreine  Moranda  he  exprest ;  -^ 
Yet  Urea  his  memorie,  though  oarcaae  sleepein  rest 

Fire  sonnes  he  left  begotten  of  one  wife,  — ^ 
An  whieh  successirely  by  tumes  did  reyne  :  •""* 
Rrst  QgibjBan,  a  man  of  rirtuoua  life  ; 
Next  Archijpla,  who  for  his  proud  diedayne 
DeposM  was  irom  princedome  sorerayne^ 
And  pitteous  Elidnre  put  in  his  sted  ; 
Who  sbortlr ittolUm  restord  anyne, 
Till  br  his  death  he  it  recorered  ; 
But  Peridnre  and  Vigent  htm 
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[n  wTStdMa  pnflon  Icng  do  did  mnuBO, 
rill  they  ont-nigned  hid  thoir  vtmott  date, 
And  thai  therem  reflebed  wis  igiine. 
And  ruled  lone  with  hononble  itita. 
Tin  he  sanendrad  leiime  end  life  to  iitie. 
rhen  all  the  aoaiiee  of  these  five  hrethren  nynd 
By  dew  snooesse,  and  ill  their  nephewes  hite ; 
Eren  thriae  eleren  descents  the  crowne  retaynd, 
Till  aged  Hely  by  dew  heritage  it  giynd.  ^ 

ZLTT. 

He  hid  two  soones,  whose  eldest,  celled  Lod,  ^^ 

Left  of  his  life  most  iimoiis  memory. 

And  endlesse  moniments  of  his  greet  good : 

The  ruin'd  wils  he  did  reedifye  "^ 

Of  Tro^onnt,  giinst  Ibroe  of  enimy,  «■ 

And  hult  that  gate  which  of  his  name  is  hight,  ^ 

By  woieh  he  lyes  entombed  solemnly : 

He  left  two  sonnes,  too  yoong  to  role  aright,     <« 

Androgens  and  Teoantins,  ptctoies  of  his  might*^ 

XLTn. 


Whilst  they  were  yonng,  Cassibelane  their  erne    ^ 

Waa  by  the  people  chosen  in  their  sted,    ^ 

Who  on  him  tooke  the  roisll  diademe. 

And  goodly  well  long  time  it  goreined ; 

nil  the  prowde  Romanea  him  disquieted,  ^ 

And  warlike  Ctesar,  tempted  with  the  name  ^ 

Of  this  sweet  islsnd  nerer  conqnered. 

And  enrying  the  Britons  blszed  fiime, 

(O  hideoos  himg«r  of  dominian!)  hmher  came.  %^ 

XLTin. 

Yet  twise  they  were  npolsed  backs  igmine,    «■ 
And  twise  renfbrst  beeke  to  their  ships  to  lly ; 
The  whiles  with  Uood  they  sll  the  shore  dia  stsine. 
And  the  my  ooeen  into  puiple  dy : 
Ne  hid  they  footing  found  it  list  perdie. 
Had  not  AndrcM;easy  &lse  to  natire  soyle,  "^ 
And  enrions  of  nndes  soreraintie, 
BetriTd  his  ooontry  unto  forreine  spoyle.   ^ 
Noognt  els  bat  Ueasun  fiwn  the  first  this  land  did 
foylel 


So  by  him  Cssar  got  the  Tictory,    *" 
Throo^  great  bloodshed  end  msny  a  sad  aassy. 
In  which  hisuslle  waa  charged  hearily 
Of  hardy  Nenniiia,  whom  he  yet  did  day, 
Bnt  lost  his  sword,  yet  to  be  seene  this  day. 
ThoBcelorth  this  land  was  tribatarie  made     -• 
T'  ambitions  Rome,  end  did  their  rale  obey,  « 
Till  Arthur  all  that  reck<ming  defrayd  :       -• 
Vetoft  the  Briton  kinga  against  them  strongly  swayd. 


Next  him  Tenantina  raignd ;  then  Kimbdine,  ^ 
What  time  th'  EtemaULord  in  fleshly  slime 
Enwombed  was,  from  wretched  Adsms  line 
To  purge  away  the  guilt  of  sinful  crime. 
O  iojrous  memorie  of  hsppy  time. 
That  hearenly  grace  ao  plenteooaly  dispkyd  t 
O  too  high  ditty  for  my  simple  rime ! — 
Soone  after  this  the  Romanes  him  wirrayd ;   ^ 
For  that  tibeir  tribute  he  refosd  to  let  be  psyd.  «# 


Good  Claudius,  diat  next  was  emperour,  «^ 
An  army  brought,  and  with  him  betteile  fought,^ 
In  whidi  the  king  waa  by  a  treachetonr    ^> 
Disguised  slaine,  ere  any  thereof  thought :  ^ 
Yet  ceased  not  the  bloody  fight  for  ought : 
For  Arrirage  his  brothers  phoe  suf^yde  *^ 
Both  in  his  armea  and  orowne,  and  by  that  diangbt 
Did  drive  the  Romanes  to  the  weaker  syde,'^ 
Tnal  they  to  peace  agreed.    So  all  waa  pactfydsw 


Was  nerer  king  more  highly  magnifide^'^ 
Nor  diedd  of  Romanea,  thcai  was  Arrirage :  » 
For  which  the  empenmr  to  him  allide^ 
His  daughter  Genuiss'  in  marriage :   *^ 
Yet  shortly  he  reuounst  the  vaasulige   **• 
Of  Rome  igiine,  who  hether  hastly  sent  ** 
Vespasian,  that  with  great  spoils  and  laee  ^ 
Forwaated  all,  tiU  Genuissa  sent 
Persuaded  him  to  ceasse,  and  her  lord  to  lalsBt. 


He  dide ;  and  him  succeded  Blsrios,.. 

Who  ioyd  his  daves  in  rraat  trenquiflity.  ^ 

Then  doyll ;  and  after  him  ^ood  Luetua.  ^ 

That  first  receiTod  Christianity,      ^ 

The  sscred  pledge  of  Christes  Evingely^, 

Yet  true  it  is,  tbit  long  before  that  day 

Hither  came  loseph  of  Arimathy, 

Wlio  brought  with  him  the  Holy  Grayle,  (they  say.) 

And  preacht  the  truth  j  but  since  it  greatly  did  decay. 

This  good  king  shortly  without  iasew  dide,^ 
Whereof  great  trouble  in  the  kingdome  grew, 
Thst  did  herselfo  in  sondry  ports  divide,  ^^ 
And  with  her  powre  her  owne  aelfo  OTerthtew, 
Whflest  Romsnes  difly  did  the  weike  subdqi^ : 
Which  seeing,  stout  Bunduca  up  iroee,  <>ite 
And  taking  irmes  the  Britons  to  her  draw  ;*^ 
With  whom  she  msrehsd  strught  sgainst  her  foesX 
And  them  unwaras  besides  the  SeTecne  did  eadoee. 

\ 

LT. 

There  she  with  them  a  cmell  baftteill  tryde. 
Not  with  so  good  successe  aa  abee  deserr'd ; 
By  raeson  ml  the  ci^itainea  on  her  ayde,  ^ 
Corrupted  by  Panlinua,  from  her  swerr'd  t% 
Yet  such,  aa  were  through  former  fli^t  piijaiAi*dt 
Gathering  i^^aine,  her  host  she  did  renew. 
And  with  fivsh  conge  on  the  victor  serrd : 
But  being  sll  defeatM,  ssto  a  few,   ^ 
Rather  than  fly,  or  be  CKg^r'd  heraelfo  aha  dew 

LTI. 

O  fomous  moniment  of  womens  prayael 

Matchable  either  to  Semiramis, 

Whom  totique  history  so  high  doth  lajae, 

Or  to  Hypsiphil',  or  to  Thomiris : 

Her  host  two  hundred  thoussnd  numbred  is « 

Who,  whfles  good  fortune  foroured  her  miglft. 

Triumphed  oft  agiinst  her  enemis ; 

And  yet,  though  oreroome  in  hiylesse  fight. 

Shoe  triumiibed  on  deith,  in  enemies  despighL 


Omo  X.] 


THE  FABRIE  QUEENE. 


Ill 


Her  reliques  Fulgent  hftTing  gathered,   «• 
Fought  with  Serema,  and  him  overthrew ;  » 
Yet  m  the  cbaoe  wee  slaiiie  of  them  that  fled  :^ 
80  made  them  noton  whome  he  did  aubdew.** 
Then  gaa  Caranama  tuannlae  anew,    ^ 
And  gainat  tha  Roaianea  bent  their  proper  powie ;  ^ 
But  him  AUectoa  treaeherooalj  alew,      "* 
And  tooke  on  him  the  robe  of  emperonre  ;  «• 
NathleMa  the  aama  enioyed  but  abort  happy  howre. 

Lvin* 

For  Aaelepiodale  him  OTercsme,        *■ 
And  left  inghniooa  on  the  Tanqniaht  playne, 
Without  or  robe  or  rag  to  hide  hia  ahame : 
Then  afterwarda  he  in  hia  atead  did  raigne ; 
Bat  ahoitly  waa  by  Coyll  in  Uitteill  slune  :  '^ 
Who  after  long  derate,  aince  Luciea  tyme,  «» 
Waa  of  the  Britona  firat  crownd  aOTeraine :  ^ 
Then  nn  thia  realme  renew  her  paaaed  prime  :  ** 
He  of  hia  name  Coyloheatar  built  of  atone  and  lime. 


Lznz. 


Whieh  when  the  Bomanea  heard,  they  hether  aent  ^ 
Conatantina,  a  man  of  mickle  might,  "^ 

With  whome  king  Coyll  made  an  agreement,  ** 
And  to  him  gare  for  wife  hia  daughter  blight^  ^ 
Faira  Helena,  the  iaireat  hring  wight,         **^ 
Who  in  all  godly  thewea  and  goodfy  praiae 
Did  hr  exoell,  but  waa  moat  nmoua  night 
For  akil  in  muaieke  of  all  in  her  dnea,    ^^ 
Aa  well  in  eozious  inatnimenta  as  cunning  laiaa : 

Of  whome  he  did  great  Conatantine  begett,  --• 
Who  afterward  waa  empenmr  of  Bome  ;   «* 
To  whieh  whilee  abaent  be  hia  mind  did  sett, 
Oetariua  here  lept  into  hia  roome,        ^ 
And  it  uanrped  by  unrighteoua  doome :  ^ 
But  he  hia  title  iualifide  by  might. 
Shying  Traheme,  and  having  OTercome  •« 
The  Romane  legion  in  dreadftill  fight :  *-« 
80  aettled  he  hia  kingdome, and  confirmd  hia  right: 

LXI. 

Bat,  wanting  yaaew  male,  hia  daughter  deare  ^ 

He  gaye  in  wedlocke  to  Mazimian,       ••» 

And  him  with  her  made  of  hia  kingdome  heyre,*« 

Who  aoone  by  meanea  thereof  the  empire  wan,  «.« 

Till  mnrdred  by  the  freenda  of  Gradan.     *^ 

Then  gan  the  Hunnea  and  Picta  inrade  thia  land,  pi« 

During  the  raigne  of  Maximinian ;    ^» 

Who  dying  led  none  heire  them  to  withstand ; 

But  that  they  ovemn  all  parte  widi  eaay  band.  ^m. 

vau 

The  weaiy  Britona^  whoae  war-hable  youth    "^ 
Waa  by  Mazimian  lately  ledd  away,       "^ 
With  wretched  miaeiyea  and  woemll  ruth 
Were  to  thoee  pagana  made  an  open  pray,  -^* 
And  daily  apeetacle  of  aad  decaj :  [yearea 

Whome  Romane  wanea,  which  now  fowr  hundred 
And  more  had  waated  could  no  whit  diamay ; 
Til,  by  eonaent  of  Commona  and  of  Pearea,    "^ 
They  erownd  the  aecond  Cosiatantine  wiUi  ioyoua 


Who  haTine  oft  in  betteiO  Tanquiahed         ^-^ 
Those  spoylefull  Picta,  and  awarminpp  EaaterUnga,  ^ 
Long  time  in  peace  hia  realme  eatablished,    ^^ 
Yet  oft  annoyd  with  aondxy  bordraginga     ^.^ 
Of  neighbour  Scota,  and  forrein  acatterUngs  '••i^ 
With  which  the  world  did  in  those  dayea  aboond . 
Which  to  outbarre,  with  painefuU  pyoninffB 
From  sea  to  sea  he  hespt  a  mighty  mound,  •>»« 
Which  fiom  Akluid  toranwelt  dia  thatborderbownd. 


Three  sonnea  he  dying  left,  all  under  age ,  ^*« 
By  meanea  whereof  their  uncle  Vortigere    ^« 
Usurpt  the  crowne  during  their  pupillage ;  ^» 
Which  th'  iniianta  tutora  gathering  to  feare,  •-. 
Them  cloaely  into  Armorick  did  bears  :   "" 
For  drsad  of  whom,  and  for  those  Picta  annoyea,  ^ 
He  aent  to  Germany  atraunge  aid  to  reare ;     ^«» 
From  whence  eftaoonea  airived  here  three  hoyea    « 
Of  Sazona,  whom  he  for  hia  aafety  imployea.    •>». 

LXT. 

Two  brethren  were  their  c^tayna,  which  bight  -« 
Hengist  and  Horsus,  well  appror'd  in  warre,     •» 
And  both  of  them  men  of  renowmed  might; 
Who  making  vantage  of  their  civile  iarre. 
And  of  thoae  fbrreyners  which  came  ftom  farre. 
Grew  great,  and  got  large  portiona  of  land,  «*^ 
That  in  the  reafane  ere  long  they  atronger  arre 
Then  they  whieh  aought  at  firat  their  helping  hand. 
And  Vortiger  enfozat  the  kingdome  to  aband. 

XXVI. 

But,  by  the  helpe  of  Vortimere  hia  aonne,  «-• 

He  ia  againe  unto  hia  rule  leatord ;    **^ 

And  Hen^st,  aeeming  aad  for  that  waa  doone,  -^^ 

Received  is  to  grace  and  new  accord,       «-*-* 

Through  hia  faire  daughtera  fiice  and  flattring  word. 

Soone  after  which,  three  hundred  lorda  he  alew  •-— 

Of  British  blood,  all  sitting  at  his  bord  ; 

Whoae  doleftill  monimenta  who  list  to  rew, 

Th'  etemall  marka  of  treason  may  at  Stonheng  vew. 

LXTII. 

By  thia  the  sonnes  of  Constantine,  which  fled,  —^ 
Ambioae  and  Uther,  did  ripe  yearea  attajrne,  -•^ 
And,  here  arriving,  atrongiy  challenged   ^— 
The  crowne  which  Vortiffer  did  long  detayne :  ^ 
Who,  flying  from  bia  gmlt,  by  them  waa  alayne ;    ^ 
And  Hengist  eke  soone  brought  to  shamefull  deatk 
Thenceforth  Aureliua  peaceably  did  ravne,     ""^ 
Till  that  through  poyaon  atopped  waa  nis  breath ;    " 
80  now  entombed  liea  at  Stoneheng  by  the  heath. 

Lzym. 

After  hhn  Uther,  whieh  Peodrason  hisht,    — ' 
Succeeding — There  abruptly  it  did  end. 
Without  full  point,  or  other  ceaure  right ; 
Aa  if  the  reat  some  wicked  band  did  rend. 
Or  th'  author  aelfe  could  not  at  least  attend 
To  finish  it :  that  ao  untimely  breach 
The  prince  himselfe  hslfe  seemed  to  offend  ; 
Yet  secret  pleasure  did  offence  empeach. 
And  wonder  of  antiquity  long  atopt  hia  apeach. 
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LXIX. 

At  last,  ouite  taviaht  with  delight  to  heam 

The  roywl  ofspring  of  his  netiTe  land, 

Clyde  oat ;  "  beere  coontrey  I  O  how  dearely  dean 

Ought  thy  remembraunce  and  perpetuall  band 

Be  to  thy  foster  child,  that  firom  tny  hand 

Did  oonunun  breath  and  noariture  receave  1 

How  brutish  is  it  not  to  understand 

How  much  to  her  we  owe,  that  all  us  gave ; 

That  gare  unto  us  all  whaterer  good  we  haTO  !** 

LXZ. 

But  GuTon  all  this  while  his  booke  did  read, 
Ne  yet  nas  ended :  for  it  was  a  great 
And  ample  Tolume,  that  doth  far  exceed 
My  leasure  so  long  leases  here  to  repeat : 
'^t  told  how  first  Prometheus  did  create 
"^A  man,  of  many  parts  from  beasts  deryr'd, 
^"ikad  then  stole  fire  firom  heven  to  animate 
'"^His  works,  for  which  he  was  by  lore  deprrY'd 
^*^f  life  himselfe,  and  hart-strings  of  an  Mgle  ry/d. 

LZXk 

*^That  man  so  made  he  called  Elfe,  to  weet 
^jQuick,  the  first  author  of  all  Elfin  kynd  ; 

Who,  wandring  through  the  world  with  wearie  feet, 
^Did  in  the  gardins  of  Adonis  fynd 
-^  A  goodly  creature,  whom  be  deemd  in  mynd 
To  be  no  earthly  wight,  but  either  sprigbt. 
Or  angell,  th*  authour  of  all  woman  kynd ; 
^Tberefore  a  Fay  he  her  according  bight, 
^iH  whom  all  Faryes  apring,  ana  fetch  dieir  lignage 
right. 

uaxh, 

^K)f  these  a  mifffaty  people  shortly  grew, 
And  puissant  kinges  which  all  the  world  warrayd. 
And  to  themselves  all  nations  did  subdew : 
The  first  and  eldest,  which  that  acepter  swayd, 
>  Wu  Elfin  ;  him  all  India  obayd, 

^  And  all  that  now  America  men  call : 

^  Next  him  was  noble  Elfinsn,  who  hiid 

NCleopolis  foundation  first  of  sll : 
Bat  Elfilina  endosd  it  with  a  golden  walL 


His  Sonne  was  ElfineQ,  who  orereame  •* 
The  wicked  Gobbelines  in  bloody  field :  -« 
But  Elfimt  waa  of  most  renowmed  fame,  ^ 
Who  aU  of  christaU  did  Panthea  build :  ""^ 
Then  Elfiur,  who  two  brethren  eyauntes  kiU»  ^ 
The  one  of  which  had  two  heues,  th'  oUier  thres ; 
Then  Elfinor,  who  waa  in  magick  skild ;  ^* 
He  built  by  art  upon  the  glassy  see 
A  bridge  of  bras,  whose  loiind  henna  tbnsidsr 
aeem'd  to  be. 


He  left  three  sonnes,  the  which  in  order  laynd,  ** 

And  sll  their  ofspring,  in  their  dew  descents ;  '*' 

Eyen  seven  hundred  princee,  which  maintaynd  <* 

With  migbtie  deedea  their  aondiy  goyemmeots  ;^ 

That  were  too  long  thdr  infinite  contenta 

Here  to  record,  ne  moob  mateiiaU : 

Yet  should  they  be  meet  famous  moniments, 

And  brave  ensample,  both  of  martiall 

And  civil  rule,  to  kinges  and  statea  imperiaU. 

Lxxrm 

After  all  these  Elfioleos  did  ra;pe,    — 
The  wise  Elficleoa  in  great  maiestie,    «.« 
Who  mightily  that  scepter  did  sustayne. 
And  wid  rich  spoyles  and  famous  yictorie 
Did  high  advaunce  the  crowne  of  Faery :  ^^ 
He  left  two  sonnes,  of  which  fairs  Elferon,  "^ 


Lxxyr. 

Great  was  his  power  and  gloria  over  all  *^ 
Which,  him  before,  that  sacred  seate  did  fiU 
That  yet  remaines  his  wide  memoriaU : 
He  dying  left  the  fiurest  Tanw^uill,  *^ 
Him  to  sucoeede  therein,  by  his  last  will  z^"^ 
Fairer  and  nobler  liveth  none  this  howre, 
Ne  Uke  in  grace,  ne  like  in  learned  skill ; 
Therefore  tbey  Glorian  call  that  glorious  flowrp . 
Long  mayst  thou,  Glorian,  liye  in  glory  and  grra 
powre ! 


LXXTIX. 

Beguyld  thus  with  delight  of  novelties, 

And  naturall  desire  of  countryea  state. 

So  long  they  redd  in  those  antiquities. 

That  how  the  time  was  fled  they  quite  forgate  ; 

Till  gentle  Alma,  seeing  it  so  late. 

Perforce  their  studies  broke  and  them  besought 

To  thinks  bow  supper  did  them  long  awaite : 

So  balfe  unwilling  finom  their  bookes  them  brought. 

And  fayrely  ftasted  as  so  noble  knightes  ahe  ooghr 
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CANTO  XL 

The  enimies  of  Temperaunce 
Besiege  her  dwelling  place  ; 

Prince  Arthnre  them  repelles,  and  fowle 
Maleger  doth  defiuse. 


X. 


WiAT  warre  ao  cruel,  or  what  aiese  ao  aore, 
As  thaity  which  strong  Affections  doe  apply 
Agaixut  the  forte  of  Reason  erermore. 
To  hrixig  the  aowle  into  captivity ! 
Tbor  Mice  is  fiercer  through  infirmity 
Of  the  fraile  flesh,  relenting  to  their  rage ; 
And  exercise  most  hitter  tyranny 
Upon  the  partes,  hronght  mto  their  hond6ge. 
No  wreCchedaesae  is  like  to  sinfuU  yellenage. 


It. 


Bat  in  a  body  which  doth  freely  yeeld 

His  partes  to  Ilea«ons  rule  ohedient. 

And  letteth  her  thst  ought  the  scepter  weeld, 

AH  happy  peace  and  goodly  government 

Is  setlea  there  in  aure  establishment. 

There  Afana,  like  a  Virgin  Queene  moat  bright. 

Doth  florish  in  all  besutie  excellent ; 

And  to  her  gtiestes  doth  bounteous  banket  dight, 

Attempted  goodly  well  for  health  and  for  delight, 

Earfy,  before  the  mome  with  cremosin  ray 
Tbe  windowee  of  brieht  heaven  opened  had, 
Through  whieh  into  the  world  the  dawning  day 
Higbt  looke,  that  maketh  every  creature  glad, 
tV^M  Sir  Guyon  in  bright  annour  clad, 
Aad  to  his  fmrposd  ionmey  him  prepar*d: 
With  him  the  palmer  eke  in  habit  sad 
Hiiaaelfe  addrest  to  that  adventure  hard : 
So  to  the  riTera  sjde  they  both  together  (ar'd : 

17, 

Where  them  awaited  ready  at  the  ford 

Tbs  Ferriman,  as  Alma  had  behight, 

Whh  bos  wdl-rigged  bote :  they  goe  abord, 

And  he  eftsoonea  gan  launch  his  barke  forthright. 

Kie  kng  they  rowed  were  quite  out  of  sight, 

Aad  hgt  the  land  behynd  them  fled  away. 

But  kt  them  pas,  whues  winde  and  wether  right 

Doe  aerre  their  tnmea :  here  I  a  while  must  stay, 

To  see  a  cntell  fight  doen  by  the  Prince  this  day. 

For,  all  10  toooe  as  Guron  thence  was  gon 

rpoQ  hiM  Toyage  with  his  trustie  guyde. 

That  wicked  buid  of  villeins  fxesh  begun 

That  castle  to  assaile  on  every  side, 

Aad  by  strong  siege  about  it  far  and  wyde. 

80  huge  and  mfinite  their  numbers  were. 

That  all  tbe  land  ther  under  them  did  hyde ; 

So  fi>wle  and  tigly,  that  exceeding  feare 

Their  viaages  imprest,  when  they  apnroohed  ncnre. 


▼I. 


Them  in  twelve  troupes  their  captain  did  dispart. 
And  round  about  in  nttest  steades  did  place. 
Where  each  might  beat  offend  his  proper  pert. 
And  his  contr&^  obiect  most  deface. 
As  every  one  seem'd  meetest  in  that  cace. 
Seven  of  the  name  against  the  castle-ffate 
In  strong  entrenchments  he  did  closely  place. 
Which  with  inoessaunt  force  and  endlesse  hate 
They  battred  day  and  night,  and  entrauncedid  awate. 


yn. 


The  other  five  five  aondry  wayes  he  sett 

Against  the  five  great  bulwarkes  of  that  pyle. 

And  unto  each  a  bulwarke  did  arrett, 

T'  assayle  with  open  force  or  hidden  guyle. 

In  hope  thereof  to  win  victorious  spoile. 

Thev  all  that  chai^  did  fervently  apply 

With  ereedie  malice  and  importune  toyle. 

And  planted  there  their  hu?e  artillery. 

With  which  they  dayly  maae  most  dreadfull  battery* 


yni. 

The  first  troupe  was  a  monstrous  rablement 

Of  fowle  missiiapen  wightes,  of  which  some  were 

Headed  like  owles,  with  beckes  uncomely  bent ; 

Others  like  dogs  ;  others  like  gryphons  dreare ; 

And  some  had  wings,  and  some  had  clawes  to  tearet 

And  every  one  of  them  had  Ijmces  eyes  ; 

And  every  one  did  bow  and  arrowes  beare: 

All  those  were  lawless  Lustes,  and  corrupt  Envye% 

And  covetous  Aspects,  all  cruel  enimyes. 


ix« 

Those  same  against  the  bulwarke  of  the  Sight  «— 

Did  lay  strong  siege  and  battailous  asssult, 

Ne  once  did  yield  it  respitt  day  nor  night  -, 

But  soone  as  Titan  gan  his  head  exault, 

And  soone  againe  as  he  his  light  witbhault. 

Their  wicked  engine  they  azamst  it  bent ; 

That  is,  each  thing  by  which  the  eyes  may  fault : 

But  two  then  all  more  huge  and  violent, 

Beautie  and  Money,  they  that  bulwarke  sorely  rent* 


The  second  bulwarke  was  the  Hearing  Sence,     "^^ 
Gainst  which  the  second  troupe  dessignment  makes , 
Deformed  creatures,  in  straunge  difference  : 
Some  having  heads  like  harts,  some  like  to  snakes, 
Somd  like  unld  bores  late  rouzd  out  of  the  brakes : 
Slaunderous  Reproches,  and  fowle  Infamies, 
Leasinges,  Backbytinges,  and  vain-glorious  Crakea, 
Bad  Counsels,  Prayses,  and  false  Flatteriea  :     -^mm 
All  those  against  that  fort  did  bend  their  batteries* 
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xz. 


likewiie  that  same  third  fort,  that  is  the  Smell,  ^^ 
Of  that  third  troupe  was  cmelly  assa^d ; 
Whose  hideous  shapes  were  like  to  reendea  of  hell, 
Some  like  to  houndes,  some  like  to  apes,  diamajd; 
Some,  like  to  puttockes,  all  in  plumes  arajrd  \ 
All  shap*t  according  their  conditions : 
For,  hy  those  ugly  fonnes,  weren  pourtrayd 
Foolish  Delights  and  fond  Abusions,  *** 

Which  doe  that  sence  besiege  with  fond  illosiona. 


And  that  fourth  band  which  cruell  battry  bent 
Against  the  fourth  bulwarke,  that  is  the  Taste,  *"* 
Was  as  the  rest,  a  grjrsie  rablement; 
Some  mouth*d  like  gnedy  oystriges  ;  some  &sta 
like  loathly  toades ;  some  nahioned  in  the  waste 
Like  swine :  for  so  deformd  is  Luxury, 
Surfeat,  Misdiet,  and  unthriftie  Waste, 
Vaine  Feastes,  and  ydle  Superfluity:       «» 
All  those  this  senoes  fort  assayle  incessantly* 


ZIIZ. 


But  the  fift  troupe,  most  horrible  of  hew 

And  fMtse  of  force,  is  dreadfull  to  report ; 

For  some  like  snailes,  some  did  like  spydera  shew, 

And  some  Uke  ugly  urchins  thick  and  short : 

Cruelly  they  assayled  that  fift  fort, 

Armed  with  dartes  of  sensuall  Delight,       ^^ 

With  stinges  of  camall  Lust,  and  strong  eff6rt  «• 

Of  feeling  Pleasures,  with  which  day  and  night  ^ 

Against  that  same  fift  Bulwarke  they  continued  fight 


XIT. 


Thus  these  twelve  troupes  with  dreadfull  puisaaunoe 
Against  that  castle  restiesse  siege  did  lay, 
Aud  cTermore  their  hideous  ordinaunce 
Upon  the  bulwarkes  cruelly  did  play, 
That  now  it  gan  to  threaten  neare  decay: 
And  erennore  their  wicked  capitayn 
Provoked  them  the  breaches  to  assay, 
Sometimes  with  threats,  sometimes  with  hope  of  gay, 
Which  by  the  ransack  of  that  peece  they  should  at- 
tayn. 


XT 


On  th'  other  syde,  th'  assieged  castles  ward 
Their  steadfast  stonds  did  mightily  maintaine, 
And  many  bold  repulse  and  many  hard 
Atchievement  wrought,  with  pehll  and  with  payne. 
That  goodly  frame  from  mine  to  sustaine : 
And  those  two  brethren  gyauntes  did  defend 
The  walles  so  stoutly  with  their  sturdie  mayne. 
That  never  entraunce  any  durst  pretend, 
But  they  to  direful!  death  their  gioning  ghosti  did 
send. 


XVI. 


The  noble  virgin,  ladie  of  the  place. 

Was  much  dismayed  with  that  dreadful  sight, 

(For  never  was  she  in  so  evill  cace,) 

Till  that  the  prince,  seeing  her  wofull  plight, 

Gan  her  recomfort  from  so  sad  afirigbt, 

Offiring  his  service  and  his  dearest  life 

For  her  defence  against  that  carle  to  fight. 

Which  was  their  cbiefe  and  th'  author  of  that  strife : 

She  him  remercied  as  the  patrone  of  her  life. 


xvn* 


Eflsoones  himselfe  in  gtitterand  armes  he  dight, 

And  his  well  proved  weapons  to  him  hent  \ 

So  taking  courteous  conge,  be  behight 

Those  gates  to  he  unbar  d,  and  forth  he  went 

Fajrre  mote  be  thee,  the  prowest  and  most  gent, 

Tliat  ever  brandished  bright  Steele  on  bye  1 

Whom  soone  as  that  unruly  rablement 

Witn  nis  gay  squyre  iasewmg  did  espye, 

They  reard  a  most  outrageous  dreadtnU  yelling  cry : 


xvm. 

And  therewithall  attonoe  at  him  let  fly 
Their  fluttring  arrowes,  thicke  as  flakes  of  snow. 
And  round  about  him  flocke  impetuously, 
Like  a  great  water-flood,  that  tombling  low 
From  the  high  mountaines,  tbreates  to  overflow 
With  suddein  fury  all  the  fertile  playne. 
And  the  sad  husbandmans  long  hope  doth  throw 
Adowne  the  streame,  and  all  his  vowes  make  vayne , 
Nor  bounds  nor  banks  his  headlong  mine  may  sua- 
tayne. 

XIX. 

Upon  his  shield  their  heaped  hayle  he  bora, 
And  with  his  sword  disperst  the  raskall  flockea. 
Which  fled  asonder,  and  him  fell  before; 
As  withered  leaves  drop  from  their  dryed  stockes, 
When  the  wroth  western  wind  does  reave  their  locka. 
'^nd  underneath  him  his  courageous  steed, 
«Vhe  fierce  Spumador,  trode  them  dowu  like  docks , 
The  fierce  Spumador  home  of  heaveidie  seed  ; 
Such  as  Laomedan  of  Phorbus  race  did  breed. 


^Vhich  suddeine  horrour  and  confused  cry 
When  as  their  capteine  heard,  in  haste  he  yode 
The  cause  to  weet,  and  fault  to  remedy : 
Upon  a  tygre  swift  and  fierce  he  rode, 
That  as  mo  winde  ran  underneath  his  lode. 
Whiles  his  long  legs  nigh  raught  unto  th©  ground  : 
Full  large  he  was  of  limbe,  and  shoulders  brode  ; 
But  of  such  subtile  substance  and  unsound, 
That  like  a  ghost  he  seem*d  whose  grave-clothea  were 
unbound : 

XXL 

And  in  his  hand  a  bended  bow  tras  seene, 
And  many  arrowea  under  his  right  side. 
All  deadly  daungerous,  aU  craell  keene, 
Headed  with  flint,  and  fathers  bloody  dide  ; 
Such  as  the  Indians  in  their  quivera  hide  : 
Those  could  he  well  direct  and  streight  as  line. 
And  bi^  them  strike  the  marke  which  he  had  eydo 
Ne  was  there  salve,  ne  was  there  medicine, 
That  mote  recure  their  woundes;  so  inly  they  di 
tine. 

xxn. 

As  pale  and  wan  as  ashes  was  his  looke; 
His  body  leane  and  meagre  as  a  rake; 
And  skin  all  withered  like  a  dryed  looke; 
Thereto  as  cold  and  drery  as  a  snake; 
That  aeemd  to  tremble  evermore  and  quake  : 
All  in  a  canvas  thin  he  was  bedight. 
And  girded  with  a  belt  of  twisteii  brake : 
Upon  bis  head  he  wore  an  helmet  light, 
Made  of  a  dead  mans  skull,  that  aeemd  a 
sight: 
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Bliilcgvr  wu  bis  luma :  tnd  after  him   ^-^ 
Th«r»  foliow'd  fast  at  hand  two  wicked  hags,  V 
With  hosrj  lockea  all  loose,  and  risage  gnm  ; 
Their  feet  unshod,  their  bodies  wrapt  in  rags. 
And  both  as  swift  on  foot  as  chased  stags ; 
And  jet  the  one  her  other  legse  had  bme. 
Which  with  a  staffe  sll  foil  of  litle  snags 
She  did  support,  and  Impotence  her  name :  **^ 

th'  otter  was  Impatience  srmd  with  raging 
flsma*  *^ 


But 


Soooe  ss  the  caiie  from  far  the  prince  espyde 
Glistzing  in  ames  and  warlike  ornament. 
His  beast  he  felly  prickt  on  either  syde, 
And  his  mischi^vons  bow  fen  resdie  bent. 
With  which  at  him  a  cmell  shaft  he  sent : 
But  he  was  wane,  end  it  warded  weU 
Upon  his  shield,  that  it  no  farther  went. 
Bat  to  the  ground  the  idle  qoarrell  fell : 
Then  he  another  and  another  did  ezpelL 

xx.% 

^liich  to  prerenty  the  prince  his  mortall  speare 

Soooe  to  him  raojriit,  and  fierce  at  him  did  ride, 

To  be  aresged  of  that  shot  whyleare  : 

Bat  he  was  not  so  hardy  to  abide 

That  bitter  stownd,  but,  turning  quicke  aside 

Hie  hght-foot  beast,  fled  fiist  away  for  feare  ; 

Whom  to  pofizsue,  ^  Infant  after  hide 

So  £Mt  as  his  good  courser  could  him  beare : 

Bat  labour  Io«t  it  was  to  weene  approch  him  nearsk 

XZTZ. 

Far  ss  the  whiged  wind  his  tim  fled, 
Tkst  TOW  of  eye  could  scsrse  him  orertake, 
Ke  scsrse  his  feet  on  ground  were  aeene  to  tred  ; 
Tbrmigh  hils  and  dales  he  speedy  way  did  make, 
Ne  hedffe  ne  ditch  his  readie  passage  brake, 
And  in  his  fli|^t  the  TiUeine  tun'd  his  face, 
(Ai  wants  the  Tartar  by  the  Caspian  lake, 
Whenss  the  Kussian  him  in  fight  does  cbace,) 
Unto  hit  tygxes  taile,  and  shot  at  him  apace. 


Apace  bs  drat,  and  yet  he  fled  apace, 

H:R  as  the  gseedy  knight  nigh  to  him  drew ; 

And  o&mtimes  he  would  relent  his  pace, 

That  him  his  foe  more  fiercely  should  poursew : 

But,  when  his  uncouth  manner  he  did  rew. 

He  gan  arise  to  foUow  him  no  more. 

But  keepe  his  standing,  and  his  shaftes  eschew, 

ITotill  he  quite  had  spent  his  perlous  store, 

And  Ihes  assayle  him  fresh,  ere  he  could  shift  for 


xxvni. 

But  tbtt  lame  hag,  elill  as  abroad  he  strew 
His  wicked  arrowee*  gathered  them  againe. 
And  to  him  brought,  fresh  batteill  to  renew ; 
Which  be  espying  cast  her  to  restrains 
From  yieidhijt  socoour  to  that  cnraed  swaine. 
And  Mr  attarhtng  thought  her  hands  to  tye ; 
Bex,  soon*  as  hrai  dismounted  on  the  pUune 
That  other  hs^  did  fiir  away  espye 
Bxodaig  bar  aieter,  she  to  him  ran  hastily ; 


xxiz. 

And  catching  hold  of  bim,  as  downe  he  lent, 
Him  backewarde  overthrew,  and  downe  bim  stayd 
With  their  rude  handes  and  gr^'esly  graplement ; 
Till  that  the  rillein,  comming  to  their  ayd, 
Upon  him  fell,  and  lode  upon  him  layd ' 
Full  litle  wanted,  but  he  had  him  slaine. 
And  of  the  batteU  balefull  end  had  made. 
Had  not  his  gentle  squire  beheld  his  paine. 
And  oommen  to  his  reskew  ere  his  bitter  bene. 


xzx. 

So  greatest  and  most  glorious  thing  on  ground 
May  often  need  the  helpe  of  weaker  hand ; 
So  feeble  is  mans  state,  and  life  no  sound. 
That  in  assuraunce  it  may  never  stand. 
Till  it  dissolred  be  from  earthly  band  f 
Proofe  be  thou,  prince,  the  prowest  man  aly^e. 
And  noblest  borne  of  all  in  Briton  land  ; 
Yet  thee  fierce  Fortune  did  so  nearely  drive, 
That,  had  not  Grace  thee  blest,  thou  shouldest  not 
Burrive. 

xxxx. 

The  squyre  arriving,  fiercely  in  his  armes 
Snatcht  first  the  one,  and  then  the  other  jade. 
Hit  chiefest  letts  and  autliors  of  his  harmes. 
And  them  perforce  withheld  with  threatned  blade, 
Least  that  nis  lord  they  should  behinde  invade  ; 
The  whiles  the  prince,  prickt  with  reprocliful  shame 
As  one  awakte  out  of  long  slombring  shade, 
Revivyng  thought  of  glory  and  of  fame, 
Unitea  all  his  powres  to  purge  himselfe  from  blaxnei 

xxxir. 

Like  as  a  fire,  the  which  in  hollow  cave 

Hath  long  bene  underkept  and  down  supprest. 

With  murmurous  disdayne  doth  inly  rave. 

And  grudge,  in  so  streight  prison  to  be  prest. 

At  last  breakes  forth  with  forious  unrest, 

And  strives  to  mount  unto  his  native  seat; 

AU  that  did  earst  it  hinder  and  molest, 

Yt  now  devoures  with  flames  and  scorching  heat, 

And  carries  into  smoake  with  rage  and  horror  great, 

XXXUT. 

So  mightely  the  Briton  prince  him  rousd 
Out  of  his  holde,  and  broke  his  caytive  bands ; 
And  as  a  beare,  whom  angry  curres  have  touzd. 
Having  ofi^-shakt  them  and  escapt  their  hands. 
Becomes  more  fell,  and  all  that  him  withstands 
Tresds  down  and  overthrowes.      Now  had  the  carle 
Alighted  from  his  tigre,  and  his  hands         '•— ^ 
Discharged  of  his  bow  snd  deadly  quarle. 
To  seize  upon  his  foe  flatt  lying  on  the  marie. 

zztiv. 

Which  now  him  tumd  to  disavantage  deare ; 
For  neither  can  he  fly,  nor  other  hanne. 
But  trust  unto  his  strength  and  manhood  meare* 
Sith  now  he  is  far  from  nis  monstrous  swarme. 
And  of  his  weapons  did  himselfe  diaarme. 
The  knight  yet  wrothfbll  for  his  late  disgrace. 
Fiercely  advannst  his  valorous  right  anne. 
And  bim  so  sore  smott  with  his  yron  mac^. 
That  groveling  to  the  ground  he  fell*  and  fild  his 
place.  I  fl 
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Wd  wMoad  bee  lint  field  wes  then  his  owne. 
And  all  his  labor  bnmght  to  hsppy  end ; 
When  snddein  up  the  rilleine  oTertbiowne 
Out  of  bis  Bwowne  arose,  fifesb  to  oontand. 
And  gan  himselfe  to  second  bettsill  bend, 
As  bvn  be  bed  not  beene.    Thereby  there  lay 
An  huge  great  stone,  whieh  stood  upon  one  end« 
And  bad  not  bene  remored  men j  a  dsy : 
Borne  Isnd-msrke  seemd  to  bee,  or  eigne  of  soadiy 
way: 


The  sme  be  snstcht,  snd  with  exceeding  sway 
Threw  at  his  foe,  who  was  right  well  aware 
To  shonne  the  engine  of  bis  meent  deesy ; 
It  booted  not  to  thinlre  that  throw  to  beare. 
Bat  jROwnd  be  gare,  and  lightly  lept  areare ; 
Eft  fierce  retouming,  as  a  foalcon  ftyre. 
That  once  hath  &iled  of  her  souse  foil  nean^ 
Remounts  ageine  into  the  open  ayre. 
And  unto  b^ter  fortune  doui  beraelfiB  prepayje : 

XXSVII. 

So  brare  retomning,  with  his  brandisht  blade, 
He  to  the  carle  himselfe  agayn  addrest. 
And  strooke  at  him  so  sternely,  tbst  he  msde 
An  open  passage  throueh  his  riven  brest. 
That  halie  the  Steele  b^ind  bis  becke  did  rest ; 
Which  drawing  backe,  he  looked  evennore 
When  the  hart  blood  should  gush  out  of  his  ehesty 
Or  his  desd  corse  should  fall  upon  the  flore ; 
But  his  deed  corse  upon  the  flore  fell  nathemore : 

xxxvm. 

Ne  drop  of  blood  mppetand.  shed  to  bee. 

All  were  the  wownd  so  wide  snd  wonderous 

That  through  hii  carcas  one  might  playnly  see. 

Halfe  in  amsxe  with  horror  hideous. 

And  halfe  in  rase  to  be  deluded  thus. 

Again  through  both  the  sides  he  strooke  him  quight« 

That  mwle  lus  sprieht  to  gjone  full  piteous  ; 

Yet  nathemore  fortn  fled  Us  groning  spright. 

Bat  freshly,  as  at  first,  prepanl  himselfe  to  fight. 

XXXIX. 

Thereat  he  smitten  was  with  great  aflrighty 

And  trembling  terror  did  his  hart  appall ; 

Ne  wist  he  velxBt  to  thinke  of  that  same  sight, 

Ne  what  to  say,  ne  what  to  doe  at  all : 

He  doubted  least  it  were  some  magicsll 

Illusion  that  did  beguile  his  sense. 

Or  wan  Iring  ghost  that  wanted  funeraU, 

Or  aery  spirite  under  false  pretence. 

Or  hellish  feend  rayed  op  through  divelisb  science. 


His  wonder  far  exceeded  reasons  reach. 
That  he  began  to  doubt  his  dazeled  sight, 
And  oft  of  error  did  himselfe  appeach  .* 
Flesh  without  blood,  a  person  without  spright. 
Wounds  without  hurt,  a  body  without  might. 
That  could  doe  harme,  yet  could  not  harmed  bee. 
That  could  not  die,  yet  seemd  a  mortall  wight. 
That  was  most  strong  in  most  infirmitee ; 
lake  did  he  nerer  heare,  like  did  he  never  see. 


Awhile  be  stood  in  diis  astoniabment, 

Yet  woold  be  not  for  sD  his  great  dismsy 

Gire  over  to  effect  bis  fiist  intent. 

And  th'  utmost  meanes  of  victory  aany, 

Or  th*  ntmost  vasew  of  his  owne  decay. 

His  owne  ffood  sword  Mordore,  that  never  fsyld 

At  need  tiU  now,  be  ligbUy  threw  away. 

And  his  bri^t  shield  uiat  nought  him  now  avayld , 

And  with  bis  naked  bsnds  him  forcibly  aasayld. 


Twixt  bis  two  mighty  armes  him  up  be  snateht. 
And  crusht  his  carcaa  so  asainst  his  brest. 
That  the  disdsinfoll  sowle  be  thence  dispMtcht, 
And  th'  ydle  breath  all  nttsily  exprest: 
Tho,  when  he  felt  him  deed,  adowne  be  best 
The  lumpish  corse  onto  the  senoeleeBe  grownd ; 
Adowne  be  best  it  with  so  puissant  wrest. 
That  backe  a^paine  it  did  alofie  rebownd. 
And  gave  against  his  mother  Esrtib  a  granefoU  so  wiid. 

xLin. 

As  when  loves  hamesse  bearing  bird  firom  hye 

Stoupea  at  a  flying  heron  with  proud  diadayne. 

The  stone-deed  qusrrey  ftUs  so  foroiblye. 

That  yt  rebownds  against  the  lowly  playne, 

A  second  &U  redoubling  backe  agayoe. 

Then  thought  the  prince  all  peril  sure  was  pest. 

And  that  be  victor  onely  did  remayne ; 

No  Booner  thought,  then  that  the  caile  as  fiut 

Gsn  heap  huge  strokes  on  him,  as  era  be  down  was 


Nigh  his  wits  end  then  woxe  th'  amsaed  knight. 
And  thought  his  labor  lost,  and  travell  vayne. 
Against  this  lifelesse  shsdow  so  to  fight: 
Yet  life  be  saw,  and  felt  his  mighty  mayne. 
That,  whiles  he  msrveild  still,  did  still  him  peyne; 
Forthy  he  gan  aome  other  wayee  advise. 
How  to  Uke  life  firom  that  dead-living  swayne. 
Whom  still  he  msrked  freshly  to  arise 
From  th'  eezth,  and  from  her  womb  new  spirits  to 
repriaob 

XLV. 

He  then  lemembred  well,  that  had  bene  soyd. 

How  th'  Earth  bis  mother  was,  and  first  him  bore ; 

She  eke,  so  often  ss  his  life  decayd. 

Did  life  with  usury  to  him  restora. 

And  reysd  him  up  much  stronger  than  before. 

So  soone  as  he  unto  her  wombe  did  fell : 

Thereforo  to  grownd  be  would  him  csst  no  more. 

Ne  him  commxtt  to  grave  tenrestriall. 

But  beare  him  ferre  from  hope  of  succonr  wsnnll. 

XLVZ. 

Tho  up  be  csught  him  twixt  his  puissant  luutids. 
And  having  scrusd  out  of  his  carrion  oorae 
The  lothfiiu  life,  now  loosd  from  sinfiill  bands. 
Upon  bis  shoulders  osrried  him  perfbrse 
Above  three  furlongs,  taking  bis  full  course. 
Until  he  came  unto  a  standing  lake : 
Him  thereinto  he  threw  without  remorse, 
Ne  stiid,  till  hope  of  liie  did  him  fonake  : 
So  end  of  tbst  carle*  dayes  and  bis  own«s  paynea  < 
make. 
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WUdb  wben  thooe  wicked  btts  from  far  did  spye, 
Like  two  mad  dogs  they  nn  about  the  lands; 
And  th'  ooe  of  them  with  dreadftiU  yelling  crye. 
Throwing  awaye  her  broken  ohainea  and  bands, 
And  hsTing  quencht  her  burning  fier-brands, 
Hedlottg  herselfe  did  cost  into  that  lake; 
But  Impotence  with  her  owne  wilfiill  hands 
One  of  Malegers  cursed  dartes  did  take. 
So  xjy'd  her  trembling  hart,and  wicked  end  did  make. 


XLVxn. 


Thus  now  alone  he  conqueror  remaines : 

Tho,  cumming  to  his  squyre  that  kept  his  steed, 

Thouflht  to  hsre  mounted ;  but  his  feeble  raines 

Him  mild  thereto  and  senred  not  his  need,     [bleed 

Through  losse  of  blood  which  from  his  wounds  did 

That  he  began  to  faint,  and  life  decay : 

But  his  good  squyre,  him  helning  up  with  speed. 

With  stedfSut  hand  upon  his  horse  aid  stay, 

And  led  him  to  the  castle  by  the  be^n  way. 


xux. 


Whera  many  gnKmies  and  squiers  ready  were 

To  take  him  from  his  steed  mil  tenderly ; 

And  eke  the  fayrest  Alma  mett  him  there 

With  balme,  and  wine,  and  costly  spicery. 

To  comfort  him  in  his  infirmity : 

Eftsoones  she  causd  him  up  to  be  convayd. 

And  of  his  armes  despoyled  easily 

In  sumptuous  bed  shoe  made  him  to  be  layd ; 

And,  al  the  while  his  wounds  were  dressmg,  by  him  stayd. 


CANTO   XII. 

Gnyon  by  palmers  g^yemaunce, 
Massing  through  perilles  great. 

Doth  overthrow  the  Bowra  of  Blis, 
And  Acrasy  defeat. 


I. 


Now  ffinaes  that  goodly  frame  of  Temperannce 
ftynfy  to  rise,  aM  her  adorned  bed 
To  prim  of  highest  prayse  forth  to  adrBunce, 
Formerly  m«iiuied  end  last  setteled 
Ob  firme  ttnisdation  of  true  bountyhed : 
And  tfna  brare  knight,  that  for  this  vertue  fightes. 
Now  eoinea  to  point  of  that  same  perilous  sted. 
Where  Pleamre  dwelles  in  sensuall  delights, 
HoDgM  AoQtaad  dangers  and  ten  thousand  magick 
mights. 


n. 


Two  dayes  now  is  that  sea  he  sayled  has, 

Ns  ever  land  beheld,  ne  Urintt  wi^ht, 

Ke  oDght  Bare  periB,  still  as  ne  did  pas : 

Tbo.  wbeo  appeared  the  third  morrow  bright 

Upon  ihe  waves  to  apred  her  trembling  light. 

An  hideons  roaring  nr  away  diey  heara, 

That  an  ^mir  sences  fiBed  with  affiight ; 

And  atraigfai  they  aaw  the  raging  surges  reard 

Up  to  tfieskyes,  that  them  of  drowning  made  aifeanL 


Said  then  Oohotemsn,  "  Pkfaner,  store  aright 
And  kerne  an  eren  course  ,*  for  yonder  way 
We  neeoea  must  pas  (God  doe  us  weB  acquight!) 
That  is  the  Qulfe  of  UrwUnasse.  they  say.    .^ 
*^  '  *         engorgetb  au  this  worldes  pray ; 


Which  baring  swaBowd  up  excessiyely. 

He  Booaa  in  vomit  up  agame  doth  lay. 

And  hetchetb  forth  his  superfluity, 

rhaC  dD  file  seas  for  feare  doe  seeme  away  to  fly. 


IV. 


"  On  th'  other  syde  an  hideous  rock  is  ptght 
Of  mightie  magnes  stone,  whose  craggie  clift 
Depending  from  on  high,  dreadfuB  to  si^ht. 
Over  the  waves  his  rug^ged  armes  doth  lift, 
And  threatneth  downe  to  throw  his  ragged  rift 
On  whoso  Cometh  nigh :  yet  nigh  it  drawee 
All  passengers,  that  none  from  it  can  shift : 
For,  whiles  they  fly  that  gulfe's  devouring  iawes. 
They  on  the  rock  are  rent,  and  sunck  in  helpic 


T. 


Forward  they  passe,  and  stronffly  he  them  rowes, 

Untill  they  nigh  unto  that  gulte  arryve. 

Where  streame  more  violent  and  greedy  growes : 

Then  he  with  all  his  puisaunce  doth  stryve 

To  strike  his  oares,  aad  mightily  doth  dryve 

The  hoBow  vesseB  through  the  threatiiill  wave; 

Which,  gaping  wide  to  suraBow  them  alyve 

In  th'  huge  abysse  of  his  engulfing  ^ve. 

Doth  rore  at  thorn  in  vaine,  and  with  great  terrour 


rave. 


vi. 


They,  passing  by,  that  ^risely  mouth  did  see 
Sucking  the  seas  into  his  entralles  deepe, 
That  aeemd  more  horrible  than  hell  to  bee. 
Or  that  darke  dreadfuB  hole  of  Tartare  steepe 
Through  which  the  damned  ghosts  doen  often  creep 
Backs  to  the  world,  bad  livers  to  torment : 
But  nought  that  fidles  into  tliis  direfull  deepe» 
Ne  that  approcheth  nigh  the  wyde  descent. 
May  backe  retoume,  but  is  condemned  to  be  drenL 
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r»i. 


On  th'  other  ode  th«y  bkw  tint  perflooa  roeiEe,  *«» 

1  hnatniog  itwUe  on  them  to  ruinate. 

On  whoee  sharp  clifiet  the  liba  of  veaaels  broke ; 

And  thiyered  aliipe,  which  had  heene  wrecked  late, 

Yet  ftuck  with  earcaaes  exanimate 

Of  anch,  aa  haring  all  their  anbstanoe  apent 

In  wanton  ioyee  ud  Inatea  intemperate. 

Did  afterwardea  makB  ahipfwrack  violent 

Both  of  th«r  li£i  and  fimia  ibr  ever  fowij  Uenl. 

▼IIT. 

Forthy  this  hight  the  Eock  of  yile  Rcproch,  ^^^ 

A  danngeroos  and  detestable  place, 

To  which  nor  fish  nor  fowle  did  once  approch. 

But  yelling  meawea,  with  seagulles,  hovs,  and  bace. 

And  connoyrannta,  with  biida  of  ravenoua  race, 

Which  still  sat  wajrting  on  that  wastfuU  cUft 

For  spoile  of  wretches,  whose  unhappy  cace. 

After  lost  credit  and  consumed  thrift. 

At  last  them  driven  hath  to  this  deapairefull  ditft* 


ix« 

Hm  pahner,  aeeinff  them  in  safetie  past, 

Thus  saide :  "  Behold  th'  enaamples  in  our  sightes 

Of  lustfull  luxnrie  and  thriftlesse  wast ! 

What  now  is  left  of  miserable  wightes. 

Which  spent  their  looser  daies  in  leud  delightea, 

But  ahame  and  sad  reproch,  here  to  be  red 

By  these  rent  reliques  speaking  theb  ill-plightea ! 

Let  all  that  lire  hereby  be  counselled 

To  shnnne  Rock  of  Reproch,  and  it  aa  death  to  dread  1 '' 


So  forth  they  rowed ;  and  that  ferryman 
With  hia  stiffs  oarea  did  brush  the  sea  so  strong. 
That  the  hoare  waters  from  his  frigot  ran, 
And  the  light  bnbles  daunced  all  uong. 
Whiles  the  salt  brine  out  of  the  billowea  sprong. 
"^t  last,  £sr  off,  they  many  islandes  spy 
On  every  side  floting  the  floodes  emong : 
Then  said  the  knight ;  "  Lo !  I  the  hmd  deacry ; 
Therefore,  old  syie,  thy  course  doe  thereunto  apply.** 

zi. 

"  That  may  not  bee,"  said  then  the  ferryman, 
'*  Leaat  wee  nnweeting  bap  to  be  fordonne : 
For  those  same  islands,  seeming  now  and  than. 
Are  not  firme  land,  nor  any  certein  wonne. 
But  stragling  plots,  which  to  and  fro  doe  ronne 
In  the  wide  waters  :  thererefore  are  they  hight 


fananng, 
ev  have  < 


Into  most  deadly  dauuger 


plight 


xu. 


'*  Yet  well  they  seeme  to  him.  that  ftrre  doth  vew. 

Both  faire  and  fruitfull,  and  the  grownd  dispred 

With  grassy  greene  of  delectable  hew ; 

And  the  tall  trees  with  leaves  appareled 

Are  deckt  with  blossoms  dyde  m  white  and  red. 

That  mote  the  passengers  thereto  allure  ; 

But  whosoever  once  hath  fastened 

His  foot  thereon,  may  never  it  recure, 

But  wandreth  evermore  unoertein  and  unsure) 


M 


xnt. 

'  Aa  th'  isle  of  Deloa  whyloaae,  men  report, 
Amid  th'  Aegean  aea  long  time  did  sti^, 
Ne  made  for  ahipping  any  oexteine  port. 
Till  that  Latona  traveOing  that  way, 
Flving  from  Innoes  wrath  and  hard  ansay. 
Of  h^  ^ve  twina  was  then  delivered. 
Which  afterwards  did  rule  the  night  and  day 
Thenceforth  it  fiimely  was  estahliahed. 
And  Ux  ApoUoea  temple  highly  henied 

xiv. 

Tbejr  to  liim  hearken,  as  beeeemeth  meete ; 
And  paaae  on  forward :  so  their  way  doea  ly. 
That  one  of  thoee  aame  islands,  which  doe  fleet 
In  the  wide  sea,  they  needes  muat  passen  by. 
Which  seemd  ao  aweet  and  pleasaunt  to  the  eye, 
That  it  would  tempt  a  man  to  touchen  there : 
Upon  the  banck  they  aitting  did  eapy       _ 
A  daintie  dameell  dreesing  of  her  heare,  ^"""^ 
By  whom  a  litde  akippet  floting  did  appeare.  "^ 


nv. 

8he  them  espying,  loud  to  them  gan  oaU, 

Bidding  them  nigher  draw  unto  the  ahore. 

For  she  had  canae  to  buaie  them  withall ; 

And  therewith  lowdly  langht  *  but  nathemore 

Would  they  onoe  tome,  but  kept  on  as  afore : 

Which  when  ahe  saw,  ahe  left  her  lockea  ondigbt, 

And  running  to  her  boat  withouten  ore. 

From  the  departing  land  it  launched  light. 

And  after  them  did  drive  with  all  her  power  and  might. 


XVI* 

Whom  overtaking,  ahe  in  merry  sort 

Them  gan  to  bora,  and  purpose  diversly ; 

Now  feininff  dalliaunce  and  wanton  sport. 

Now  tluowing  forth  lewd  wordes  immodestly ; 

Till  that  the  {Mlmer  gan  ftiU  bitterly 

Her  to  rebuke,  for  being  loose  and  light : 

Which  not  abiding,  but  more  scornfully 

Scoffing  at  him  that  did  her  iustly  wite. 

She  tumd  her  bote  about,  and  from  them  rowed  quit» 


That  was  the  wanton  Phedria,  which  lata  "^^ 

Did  ferry  him  orer  the  Idle  Lake : 

Whom  nought  regarding  they  kept  on  their  gate. 

And  all  her  vaine  allurements  did  forsake ; 

When  them  the  wary  boteman  thus  bespake ; 

*'  Here  now  behovetn  us  well  to  avvse. 

And  of  our  aafety  good  heede  to  take  ; 

For  here  before  a  perlous  passage  lyes. 

Where  many  meimayda  haunt, making  frJaemelodiea 


*'  But  by  the  way  there  is  a  great  qnickasnd,  ^**^ 
And  a  whirlepoole  of  hidden  ieopudy ;       "^ 
Therefore,  Sir  Palmer,  keepe  an  even  band  ; 
For  twixt  thfm  both  the  narrow  way  doth  ly/* 
Scarse  had  he  saide,  when  hard  at  hand  they  spy. 
That  quicksand  nigh  with  water  covered  ; 
But  bv  the  checked  wave  they  did  descry 
It  plame,  and  by  the  aea  discoloured  : 
It  called  was  toe  Quickgand  oLXLatbrifty hed«  ^ 
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Tbej,  psssuir  by,  •  goodly  ship  did  see 
Ladea  tron  nor  with  precious  merchandise, 
And  bnrely  furnished  as  ship  might  bee. 
Which  through  great  disarenture,  or  mespme, 
(leraelfe  had  ronne  into  that  haiardixe ; 
Whose  narinen  and  merchants  with  much  toyle 
Labour'd  in  Tmine  to  have  recur'd  their  prise. 
And  the  rich  wares  to  save  firom  ptttoous  spoyle ; 
But  neither  toyle  nor  traTeill  might  her  back*  recoyle. 


xz. 

On  th'  other  aide  they  see  that  perilous  pools,  *^ 

That  called  was  the  Whirlepoole  of  Decay  ;  ^ 

lo  which  full  many  ha<l  wiu  mq>iesse  Joole 

Beeue  suncke,  of  whom  no  memorie  did  stay  : 

Whose  circled  waters  rapt  with  whirling  sway, 

Like  to  a  resUesse  wheele,  stiU  ronning  round. 

Did  coret,  as  they  passed  bv  that  way. 

To  dntw  thc'ir  bote  within  tne  utmost  bound 

Of  his  wide  labyrinth,  and  then  to  have  them  dround. 


zzi. 

But  th'  heedful  boteman  strongly  forth  did  ttreteh 
His  brawnie  armes,  and  all  his  bodie  straine. 
That  th'  utmost  sandy  breach  they  shortly  fetch. 
Whiles  the  dredd  dauz^er  does  behind  remains. 
Suddeine  they  see  from  midst  of  all  the  maine 
The  Aurging  Waters  like  a  mountains  rise 
Aad  the  great  sea,  puft  up  with  proud  disdaine. 
To  sweU  shore  the  measure  of  his  guise, 
Aj  tbrBiming  to  devouze  aQ  that  hu  powrs  despise. 

ZXII. 

The  wares  come  rolling,  and  the  billowes  rore 
Outngiooslr*  as  they  enraged  were, 
Or  wnthfnu  Neptune  did  them  drire  before 
His  whirling  charet  for  exceeding  feare ; 
For  not  one  puffe  of  winde  there  did  appears ; 
That  all  the  three  thereat  woxe  much  atrayd, 
Uaweeting  what  such  honour  straunge  did  reare. 
Eftsoones  they  a«w  an  hideous  boast  arrayd  ««• 
Of  huge  se^-monsten,  such  ss  liring  sence  dismayd : 


Most  vglr  sbanes  aad  horrible  aspects, 
fiuch  as  dame  Nature  selfe  mote  feare  to  see. 
Or  ahaiiie,  that  erer  should  so  fowls  defects 
f  ron  her  most  cunning  hand  escaped  bee : 
AQ  dreadfnll  poartniicts  of  deformitee : 
Spring-headea  bydres ;  and  sea-shouldring  whales ; 
uieat  whii^woles,  which  all  fishes  make  to  flee  | 
Bright  soolopendiaes  ann*d  with  silrer  scales ; 
Itti^ktf  BOQoceros  with immeasured  tayles^ 

XZIT. 

The  dreadlbl  flsh,  that  hath  deserr'd  the  name    --* 
Of  Dteth,  and  like  him  lookes  in  dreadfull  hew ;    *" 
The  crieely  wassermaa,  thst  mskes  his  game 
Tht  ^iojr  ships  with  swiftnes  to  pursew  \ 
The  bomble  emt  satjie,  that  doth  shew 
His  fearefttO  6oe  in  time  of  greatest  storms ; 
Hogs  afinsy  whom  mariners  eschew 
y 0 lesse  thsn  rockes,  as  travellers  informs ; 
Aad  p«sdj  (OQoariiies  with  Tisages  defonne : 


XXT. 

AU  these,  end  thousand  thousands  many  mora^ 
And  more  defiMrmed  monsters  thousand  fold. 
With  dreadfull  noise  and  hollow  rombling  ton 
Came  ruahing,  in  the  fomy  wares  enrold 
W^hich  seem*d  to  fly  for  feare  them  to  beh<dd  t 
Ne  wonder,  if  these  did  the  knight  sppall ; 
For  all  that  here  on  earth  we  dreadfVill  hold. 
Be  but  as  bugs  to  fearen  babes  withall, 
Compared  to  the  creatorea  in  the  seas  entrttl. 


xxn. 


«< 


Feare  nought,"  then  aaide  the  pafaaer  well  aria'l, 
"  For  these  samem<msters  are  not  these  in  deed. 
But  are  into  these  fearefiill  shapes  disguised 
By  thst  same  wicked  witch,  to  worke  us  dreed. 
And  draw  from  on  this  ioumey  to  proceed." 
Tho,  lifting  up  his  rertuous  staffs  on  bye,      -"-^ 
He  smots  the  sea,  which  calmed  was  with  speed,  — « 
And  all  that  dreadfull  armie  fast  gan  flye 
Into  great  Tethys  bosoms,  where  they  hidden  lye. 

xxm. 

Quit  from  that  danger  forth  their  couras  they  kept  j 

And  as  thsy  went  &er  heard  a  ruefull  ciy 

Of  one  that  wayld  and  pittifully  wept. 

That  through  the  sea  th'  resounding  plaints  did  fly . 

At  last  they  in  an  island  did  espy         '^^ 

A  seemely  maiden,  sitting  by  the  shore,      "^ 

Thst  with  great  sorrow  and  sad  agony 

Seemed  some  great  misfortune  to  deplore, 

And  lowd  to  them  for  succour  oalled  evermore. 

xxnn. 

Which  Guyon  hearing,  streight  his  palmer  bad 

To  stere  the  bote  towarus  that  dolefullmayd, 

That  he  might  know  and  ease  her  sorrow  sad : 

Who,  him  arizing  better,  to  him  sayd ; 

"  Fairs  sir,  be  not  displeasd  if  disobayd : 

For  ill  it  were  to  hearken  to  her  cry ; 

For  she  is  inly  nothing  ill  apayd ; 

But  onsly  womanish  fins  forgerr,      --^ 

Your  stubboms  hart  t*affsct  witin  fraUe  infirmity  : 


XXIX. 

"  To  which  when  she  your  courage  hath  inclind 
Through  foolish  pittr,  then  her  guilefull  bayt 
She  wfll  embosoms  aeeper  in  your  mind, 
And  for  3rour  mine  at  tne  last  awayt." 
The  knight  was  ruled,  and  the  boteman  etrayt 
Held  on  his  course  with  staysd  stedfastnesae, 
Ne  erer  shroncks,  ns  erer  sought  to  bayt 
His  tp^  armes  for  toylssomo  wearinesse ; 
But  with  his  oarss  did  sweepe  the  waUy  wilder 
nesae. 

XXX. 

And  now  they  nigh  approched  to  the  sted        "^ 

Whereas  those  menns3rd8  dwelt :  it  was  a  still   "^ 

And  calmr  bay,  on  th'  cms  sids  sheltered       «^ 

With  the  brode  shadow  of  an  hoarie  hill ; 

On  th'  other  side  sn  high  rocks  toured  still. 

That  twixt  them  both  a  pleaaaunt  port  they  made. 

And  did  like  an  halfe  theatre  fulfill: 

There  those  fire  sisters  had  continusll  trade. 

And  usd  to  bath  themselresinthatdeceiptfuU  shade 
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Thfj  were  tun  ladiM,  till  they  fondly  strtT'd 
With  th*  HeUoooun  Maades  for  mayBtery  ; 
Of  whom  they  OTer-comen  were  depriy'd 
Of  their  proud  hesntie,  and  th'  one  moyity 
Transform'd  to  fiah  for  their  bold  aarqaednr ; 
Bat  th*  upper  halfe  thmr  hew  retayned  atill. 
And  their  aweet  akiU  in  wonted  melody ; 
Which  erer  after  they  abiud  to  ill, 
T'  allnre  weake  trareillera,  whom  gotten  they  did 
kiU. 


xxxn. 

^      now  to  Gnyon,  aa  be  paaaed  by» 

"*  Their  pleasaunt  tnnea  th^  aweetfy  thna  applyde; 
"  O  thou  (ayre  tonne  of  gentle  Faery, 
That  art  in  mi|$htie  annea  most  magnifyde 
Abore  all  knighta  that  erer  batteil  tryiM, 
O  tame  thy  radder  hetherward  awhUe : 
Here  may  thy  storme-bett  reaaell  safely  ryde ; 
This  is  the  port  of  rest  from  troublous  toyle. 
The  worlds  sweet  in  from  paine  and  wearisome  tur- 
moyle." 

xxxnx. 

With  that  the  rolling  sea,  resounding  soft, 

In  his  big  base  them  fitly  answered ; 

And  on  the  rocke  the  wares  breaking  aloft 

A  solemne  mesne  unto  them  measured ; 

The  whiles  sweet  Zephyrus  lowd  whisteled 

His  treble,  a  strannge  kinde  of  harmony ; 

Which  Guyons  senses  softly  tickeled. 

That  he  the  boteman  bad  row  easily. 

And  let  him  heare  some  part  of  their  rare  melody. 

xxzrr. 

But  him  the  palmer  from  that  Tanity 
With  temperate  adrice  discounselled, 
I'hat  they  it  past,  and  shortly  gan  descry 
'The  lana  to  which  their  course  they  levelled ; 
,  ^*When  suddeinly  a  grosse  fog  ovot  spred 
**^  With  his  dull  vapour  all  that  desert  nas. 
And  heavens  chearefull  face  enveloped. 
That  all  things  one,  and  one  as  nothing  was. 
And  this  great  universe  seemd  one  confused  mas. 

xxxv. 

Thereat  they  greatly  were  dismayd,  ne  wist 

How  to  direct  theyr  way  in  darkenes  wide, 

But  feard  to  wanaer  in  that  wastefull  mist. 

For  tombling  into  mischiefe  nnespyde  : 

Worse  is  the  daunger  hidden  then  deacride. 

Suddeinly  an  innumerable  flight 

Of  harmefuU  fowles  about  them  fluttering  cride. 

And  with  their  wicked  wings  them  ofte  did  smight. 

And  sore  annoyed,  groping  in  that  griesly  night. 

xxxvi; 

'  Ercn  all  the  nation  of  unfortunate 
And  fatall  birds  about  them  flocked  were, 
8t  ch  as  by  nature  men  abhoire  and  hate ; 
The  ill-&ste  owle,  deaths  dreadfuU  messengere  \ 
The  hoars  ni^ht-nven,  trump  of  doleftill  drere ; 
1'ho  lether-wm^ed  batt,  dayes  enimy; 
The  ruefuU  stnch,  still  waiting  on  the  here ; 
The  wliistler  shrill,  that  whoso  heares  doih  dy  j 
The  hellish  harpyes,  prophets  of  sad  destiny : 


All  those,  and  all  that  els  doea  horror  breed. 
About  them  flew,  and  fild  their  sables  with  feara : 
Yet  at^d  they  not,  but  forward  did  proceed, 
Mrhfles  th'  one  did  row,  and  th*  other  stifly  stesre ; 
Till  that  at  last  the  weather  gan  to  cleare. 
And  the  faire  land  itselft  did  playnly  show. 
Said  then  the  pafaner;  "  Lo  !  where  does  appearaN 
The  sacred  aoile  where  all  our  perills  grow !  \ 
Therefore,  Su>  Knight,  your  ready  aims  about  you 
throw."  ^ 

XXX  vm. 

He  heatkned,  and  his  annes  about  him  tooke, 
The  whiles  the  nimble  bote  so  well  her  sped. 
That  with  her  crooked  keele  the  land  she  strooke  s 
Then  forth  the  noble  Guyon  sallied. 
And  his  sage  palmer  that  him  governed ; 
But  ih*  other  by  his  bote  behind  did  stay. 
They  marched  fayrlv  forth,  of  nought  ydred. 
Both  firmely  armd  (or  every  hard  assay, 
With  constancy  and  care,  gainst  daunger  and  dismay. 


XXXIX. 

Ere  long  they  heard  an  hideons  bellowing    ^ 
Of  many  beasts,  that  roard  outrageously,  *^ 
As  if  tlut  hungers  poynt  or  Venus  sting 
Had  them  enn^ed  with  fell  surquediy ; 
Yet  nought  they  foard,  but  past  on  hardily, 
Untill  they  came  in  vew  of  those  wilde  beasts, 
Who  all  attonce,  gaping^  full  greedily. 
And  rearing  foro^y  thcflr  upstaring  crests. 
Ran  towanu  to  devour  those  unexpected  guests. 


But,  soone  as  they  approcht  with  deadly  tfireat,*^ 
The  palmer  over  them  Jus  staffe  uphela,   *** 
His  mighty  staffe,  that  could  all  charmes  defeat : 
Eftsoones  their  stubbome  corses  were  qaeld, 
And  high  advaunoed  crests  downe  meekely  feld ; 
Instead  of  (raying  they  themselves  did  feare. 
And  trembled,  as  them  passing  they  beheld  : 
Such  wondrous  powre  did  in  diat  stafle  appeare. 
All  monsten  to  aubdew  to  him  that  did  it  beare. 


xu. 


Of  that  same  wood  it  ftam'd  was  cunningly. 
Of  which  Caduceus  whilome  was  made, 
Caduceus,  the  rod  of  Mercury, 
With  which  he  wonts  the  Stygian  realmes  iavnde 
Through  ghastly  horror  and  etemall  shade  ; 
Th'  infernall  feends  with  it  he  can  asswage. 
And  Orcus  tame,  whome  nothing  can  persuade, 
And  rule  the  Furyes  when  they  most  doe  rage ; 
Such  vertue  in  his  staffe  had  exe  this  palmer  sage 


xux. 


Thence  passing  forth,  they  shortly  doe  airyre  *^ 
Whereas  the  Bowre  of  BUss  was  situate  ;  •x. 
A  place  pickt  out  by  choyce  of  best  alyve. 
That  natures  works  by  art  can  imitate  : 
In  which  whatever  in  thia  worldly  state 
Is  sweete  and  pleasing  unto  living  sense. 
Or  that  may  dayntest  fantasy  efgrate. 
Was  poured  forth  with  plentiftul  dispence. 
And  made  there  to  abound  wilh  lavish  afflueacw 
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Goodlr  it  was  endoied  rownd  Bbout, 

Ajwell  their  entred  guestes  to  keep  within, 

A«  those  anmly  beasts  to  hold  witnoat ; 

Yet  was  the  fence  thereof  bat  weake  and  thin ; 

KoQffht  ieard  their  force,  that  fortilage  to  win, 

Bnt  Wisedomea  powre,  and  Temperannoes  mi^^ 

By  which  the  mightiest  things  efforeed  bin : 

And  eke  the  gate  was  wrought  of  substaunoe  light. 

Rather  for  pleasure  then  for  battery  or  fighL 


Yt  fraaied  was  of  preeioos  jrorj. 

That  seemd  a  worse  of  admirable  witt ; 

And  therein  all  the  ftmona  history 

Of  laeon  and  ftledsea  was  ywritt ; 

Her  mighty  channea,  her  rarions  loving  fitt ; 
I     HU  goodly  conquest  of  th9  golden  fleece, 
I     His  fidied  f^Tth,  end  lore  too  lightly  flitt ; 

The  woodrea  Aigo,  which  in  Tenturons  peeoe 

Fins  through  the  Euzine  seas  bore  all  the  flowrof 


ZLT. 


Yt  night  hare  seen  the  frothy  billowes  fry 
t-ader  the  ship  as  thorough  tnem  she  went. 
That  seemd  the  wares  were  into  yroxy. 
Or  rrory  into  the  wares  were  aent ; 
And  otherwhere  the  snowy  substannce  eprent 
With  reimell,  like  the  boyee  blood  therem  ahed, 
A  piteous  speotaele  did  represent; 
Aod  otherwhilei  with  gold  besprinkeled 
Yt  teemed  th'  enchsunted  flsme,  which  did  Creusa 
wed. 

ZLTI. 

An  this  and  more  might  in  that  goodly  gate 
Be  led,  that  erer  open  stood  to  dl 
Which  thether  came :  but  in  the  porch  there  sate  ^ 
A  comely  ncrsonage  of  stature  tall,  *^ 

Aod  semblaunce  pleasing,  more  then  natuian. 
That  ttareilen  to  him  seemd  to  entize ;  ^ 
Hii  looser  garment  to  the  ^^rouod  did  All,  ^ 
And  flew  about  his  heeles  m  wanton  wise,  ^ 
Not  fitt  fiir  speedy  pece  or  manly  eserciie.    ^ 

zLvn. 

They  in  that  place  him  Gfluos  did  call :    ** 

Not  that  celestMll  Powre,  to  whom  the  care 

Of  life,  and  generation  of  all 

That  liree,  perteines  in  charge  particulare, 

Who  wondrous  things  concerning  our  welfare. 

And  stnnnge  phantomes,  doth  lett  us  ofte  foresee, 

Aod  ofke  of  secret  ills  bids  us  beware : 

That  is  our  8elfe.  whom  though  we  do  not  see, 

Yei  snch  doth  in  ^mselfe  it  well  perceire  to  bee : 

XLVxn.* 

Thcnfiwe  ■  god  him  sage  Antiquity 

Did  wiady  make,  and  good  Agdistes  csU ; 

But  this  ssme  waa  to  that  quite  contrary, 

The  foe  of  life,  that  good  enryes  to  all. 

That  secretly  doth  us  procure  to  ftll  [see: 

Thitragb  guileful!  semblsnts,  which  he  makea  us 

He  of  this  gardin  had  the  goremall, 

Atid  Pkasurvs  porter  was  derizd  to  bee, 

Ueldmg  a  stafie  in  hand  for  more  formalitee. 


With  direrse  flowres  he  dsintily  was  deekt. 
And  strowed  rownd  shout ;  snd  by  his  side 
A  mighty  msser  bowle  of  wine  was  sett,    ^** 
As  if  It  hsd  to  him  bene  sscrifide  ; 
Wherewith  sll  new-eome  guests  he  gratyfide  .* 
So  did  he  eke  Sir  Guyon  paasing  by ; 
But  he  his  ydle  curtesie  defide. 
And  orerthrew  his  bowle  disdsinfully,  ^m 
And  broke  his  staHe,  with  which  he  ohanaed 
Uantssly.  *^ 


Thus  being  entred  they  behold  arownd 
A  large  and  spacious  plaine,  on  ereiy  side 
Stzowed  with  pleasanns;  whose  fiiyre  greasy  grownd  *" 
Mantled  with  gieene,  and  gpodly  beautifide     ■ 
With  all  the  omamenta  of  Floraee  pride. 
Wherewith  her  mother  Art,  as  halfe  in  scome 
Of  niggard  Nature,  like  a  pompous  bride 
Did  decke  her,  and  too  lariahly  adome. 
When  forth  from  rirgin  bowre  ahe  conies  in  tb' 
eariy  mome. 

Thereto  the  herens  alwayes  joriall 
Lookte  on  them  lorely,  still  m  stedfiute  state, 
Ne  suffred  storme  nor  frost  on  them  to  fall. 
Their  tender  buds  or  leares  to  riolate: 
Nor  scorehing  heat,  nor  cold  intemperate, 
T'  afflict  the  creaturee  which  therein  did  dwell ; 
But  the  milde  ayre  with  season  moderate 
Gently  attempred,  and  disposd  so  well, 
That  still  it  breathed  forth  sweet  spirit  and  holesom 
smell: 

iix« 

More  sweet  and  holesome  then  the  pleasaunt  hill 
Of  Rhodope,  on  which  the  nymphe,  that  bore 
A  gyaunt  babe,  herselfis  for  griefe  did  kiU  \ 
Or  the  ThessaUan  Tempo,  where  of  yore 
Fayre  Daphne  Fhebus  hart  with  lore  did  gore ; 
Or  Ida,  where  the  ^ods  lor'd  to  repayre, 
Whenerer  they  their  herenly  bowres  forlore ; 
Or  sweet  Pamasse  the  haunt  of  muses  ftiyre  : 
Or  Eden  selfe,  if  ought  with  Eden  mote  oompayre. 

Much  wondred  Guyon  at  the  fayre  aspect 

Of  that  sweet  place,  yet  sufired  no  delight 

To  sincke  into  his  sence  nor  mind  affect; 

But  passed  forth,  and  lookt  still  forward  right, 

BiT&ng  his  will  and  maystering  his  might : 

Till  that  he  came  unto  snother  gate  ;  ^ 

No  gate,  but  like  one,  being  goodly  dight 

Wiu  bowes  and  brannches,  which  did  broad  dilate 

Their  clasping  armes  in  wanton  wreathings  intricate 

ur. 

So  fashioned  a  poreh  with  rare  derice,    <^ 
Aicht  orer  head  with  an  embracing  rine, 
Whose  bounches  hanging  downe  seemd  to  entice 
All  passers-by  to  tsste  their  lushious  wine,    ^^ 
And  did  themselres  into  their  hands  incline. 
As  freely  offering  to  be  gathered ; 
Some  deepe  empurpled  as  the  hyadne, 
Some  as  the  rubine  Lraffhing  sweetely  red. 
Some  like  faira  emeraudes,  not  yet  well  ripened : 


LV. 
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And  them  amongst  tome  were  of  banuiht  gold. 
So  made  by  art  to  beautify  the  reat, 
Which  did  thenuelres  emoogat  the  leaves  enfold, 
As  lurking  from  the  vew  of  covetouB  grueat. 
That  the  weake  boughea  with  ao  rich  load  oppraat 
~^id  bow  adowne  as  overburdened. 
_  nder  that  porch  a  comely  dame  did  i«at 
Clad  in  fayre  weedea  but  fowle  disordered, 
And  gannenta  loose  that  aeemd  unmeet  for  woman* 
bed: 

LTI. 

"^^In  her  left  hand  a  oup  of  gold  abe  held, 
«»  And  with  her  right  the  riper  fruit  did  reach, 
*^hoae  aappy  liquor,  that  with  fiilnease  aweld, 
"^nto  her  oup  ahe  acruad  with  daintie  breach 
Of  her  fine  fingera,  without  fowle  empeach, 
That  ao  faire  winepreaae  made  the  wine  more  aweet : 
Thereof  she  usd  to  give  to  drinke  to  each. 
Whom  paasing  by  she  happened  to  meet : 
It  waa  her  guiae  all  atraungera  goodly  ao  to  graeL 

Lvn. 

^-»8o  ahe  to  Gu^on  oiTred  it  to  taat ; 
""Who,  taking  it  out  of  her  tender  bond, 
"Hflie  cup  to  ground  did  violently  cast. 
That  all  in  peeoea  it  waa  broken  fond. 
And  with  tne  liquor  atained  all  the  lond : 
**  Whereat  Jit^essg^exceedingly  was  wroth, 
Yet  no*te  the  aame  amend,  ne  yet  withstond, 
But  suffered  him  to  passe,  all  were  she  loth ; 
Who,  nought  regarding  her  displeasure,  forward  goth* 

LVIII. 

There  the  most  daintie  paradise  on  ground 
Itselfe  doth  offer  to  hia  aober  eye, 
In  which  all  pleasurea  plenteoualy  abownd. 
And  none  does  others  happinesse  envye ; 

(The  painted  flowrea ;  the  trees  upshooting  bye ; 
The  dales  for  shade ;  the  hillea  for  breathing  space ; 
The  tremblinf^  groves  ;  the  christall  running  by; 
And,  that  which  all  faire  workes  doth  most  aggraoe. 
The  art,  which  all  that  wrought,  appeared  in  no  place. 

ux. 

One  would  have  thought,  ^ao  cnnnmgly  the  rude 

And  scorned  partea  were  nungled  with  the  fine,) 

That  Nature  had  for  wantonesse  ensude 

Art,  and  that  Art  at  Nature  did  repine ; 

So  striving  each  th'  other  to  undermine, 

Each  did  Uie  othera  worke  more  beautify ; 

So  diff'ring  both  in  willesag^reed  in  fine : 

So  all  agreed,  through  sweete  diversity. 

This  gardin  to  adome  wiUi  all  variety. 

LX. 

"-^nd  in  the  midat  of  all  a  fountaine  stood, 
""^f  richest  substance  that  on  earth  might  bee. 
So  pure  and  ahiny  that  the  silver  flood 
Through  every  channell  running  one  might  see ; 
Most  goodly  it  with  curious  jrmafferee 
Was  over-wrought,  and  shapes  of  naked  boyes, 
Of  which  some  seemd  with  lively  iollitee 
^0  fly  about,  playing  their  wanton  toyea, 
Whylest  others  did  uemselveB  embay  in  liquid  ioyes. 


LXI. 


And  over  all  of  pureat  gold  waa  apred 
A  travle  of  yvie  in  hia  native  hew ; 
For  tne  rich  metall  waa  ao  coloured. 
That  wight,  who  did  not  well  avis'd  it  vew. 
Would  aurely  deema  it  to  bee  yvie  trew  : 
Low  hia  laacivioua  armea  adown  did  ereepe. 
That  themaelvea  dipping  in  the  ailver  dew 
Their  fleecy  flowrea  they  fearefiiUy  did  ateepe, 
Which  dropa  of  christaU  seemd  for  wantonea  to 
weep. 


Infinit  streamea  continually  did  weQ^*^ 
Out  of  this  fountains,  aweeteand  faire  to  see. 
The  which  into  an  ample  laver  fell. 
And  ahortly  grew  to  ao  great  quantitie. 
That  like  a  litle  lake  it  seemd  to  bee ; 
Whose  depth  exceeded  not  three  cubits  bight. 
That  through  the  waves  one  might  the  bottom  see, 
AU  pav'd  iMneadi  with  iaspar  snining  bright, 
That  seemd  the  fonntame  in  that  aea  did  sayle  up- 
right 

Lxm. 

And  all  the  margent  round  about  was  aett 
With  shady  laurell  treea,  thence  to  defend 
The  Bunny  beamea  which  on  the  billowes  belt. 
And  those  which  therein  bathed  mote  ofiend. 
As  Guyon  hapned  by  the  aame  to  wend,^ 
Two  naked  damxellea  he  therein  eapyde,^ 
Which  therein  bathing  aeemed  to  contend 
And  wrestle  wantonly,  ne  car'd  to  hyde 
Their  dainty  partea  firom  vew  of  any  which  them 
eyd. 

LXIV. 

Sometimes  the  one  would  lift  the  other  qnight 

Above  the  watera,  and  then  downe  againe 

Her  plong,  as  over-maystered  by  might. 

Where  both  awhile  would  covered  remaine, 

And  each  the  other  from  to  rise  restraine ; 

The  whiles  their  snowy  limbes,  aa  through  a  vele. 

So  through  the  christall  waves  appeared  phune : 

Then  auadeinly  both  would  themselves  unhele. 

And  th'  amorous  sweet  spoiles  to  greedy  eyea  revele. 


LXV. 

As  that  faire  starre,  the  messenger  of  mome. 

His  deawy  face  out  of  the  sea  doth  reare : 

Or  as  the  Cyprian  goddesse,  newly  borne 

Of  th'  ocean  s  fruitmll  froth,  did  first  appeare: 

Such  seemed  they,  and  so  their  yellow  heare 

Christalline  humor  dropped  downe  apace. 

^Vhom  such  when  Guyon  saw,  he  drew  him  nearp. 

And  somewhat  gan  relent  his  earnest  pace; 

His  stubbome  brest  gan  aecret  pleasaunce  to  exobrace. 


LXVX. 

The  wanton  maidens  him  espjring,  stood 

Gazing  awhile  at  his  unwonted  guise ; 

Then  ib*  one  herselfe  low  duckea  in  the  flood, 

Abasht  that  her  a  straunger  did  aviae : 

But  th'  other  rather  higher  did  arise. 

And  her  two  lilly  paps  aloft  displayo, 

And  all,  that  might  hia  meltixiff  Aart  on^rse 

To  her  deliehts,  she  unto  him  oewnyd  ; 

The  rest,  hidd  underneath,  him  more  deainnia  made. 
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With  tliBt  the  other  likewiBe  np  aroae. 

And  her  foire  lockes,  which  fonnerl^  were  hownd 

Up  in  one  knott,  she  low  adowne  did  lose, 

W  Jijch  flowing  long  and  thick  her  cloth'd  arownd. 

And  th'  T^orie  in  golden  mantle  gownd : 

9o  that  raixe  spectacle  bom.  him  waa  reft. 

Vet  that  which  reft  it  no  lease  &ire  was  fownd : 

80  hi  dd  in  lockea  and  waves  from  lookers  theft, 

Nought  hut  her  lorelj  hoe  ahe  for  his  looking  left. 

Withall  ibe  tenghed,  tad  she  hhisht  witlwU, 

That  blushing  to  her  laughter  gave  mora  gnoe. 

And  laughter  to  her  blnshing,  as  did  fall. 

Now  when  they  spjde  the  Imight  to  slacke  his  pace 

Them  to  behola,  and  in  his  aparkling  face 

The  secrMe  aignea  of  kindlea  Inst  appearo, 

Ibeir  wanton  merriments  they  did  encreace. 

And  to  bim  beckned  to  approch  more  neare. 

And  ahewd  him  many  sights  that  corage  cold  could 


reare: 
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On  which  when  gasing  him  the  palmer  saw. 
He  much  rebnkt  those  wandnng  eyes  of  his, 
i    And  counseld  well  him  forward  thence  did  draw. 
■     Now  are  they  come  nigh  to  the  Bowre  of  filis, 
!    Of  her  fond  &rorites  so  nam*d  amis ; 

yithea  thus  the  pahner  ;  "  Now,  sir,  well  arise ; 
For  here  the  end  of  all  onr  tn^eill  ia : 
Here  wonnes  AcTMia,  whom  we  must  surprise,  * 
£b  the  will  slip  away,  and  all  our  drift  despise.'* 


Eftaoonet  tbey  beard  a  most  melodkras  aoond,  <-» 
Of  dl  that  mote  de%ht  a  daintie  ears, 
Buch  as  attonce  might  not  on  living  ground, 
fare  ia  this  paradise,  be  heard  elsewhere : 
Right  hard  it  waa  for  wight  which  did  it  heare. 
To  read  wbat  manner  musicke  that  mote  bee ; 
For  all  that  pleasing  is  to  living  eare 
Waa  theiv  eonaortra  in  one  hannonee ; 

Toioaa,   instniments,  windes,  waters,  ell 


LZXI 

Tha  iofOQM  btidea,  ahrouded  in  chearofull  ahade. 
Their  noCes  onto  the  voice  attempred  sweet ; 
Tb'  •"g*^*^**^  eoft  trembling  Toyces  made 
To  th'  matntments  divine  respondence  meet ; 
llie  silver-eomiding  instruments  did  meet 
With  the  base  mnrmnre  of  the  waters  fall ; 
Th*  waters  fall  with  difference  discreet. 
Now  soft,  now  loud,  nnto  the  wind  did  call ; 
The  gcnthi  warbling  wind  low  anawered  to  alL 

LZxn. 

Than,  wbeoee  that  mnsick  seemed  heard  to  bee, 

Waa  the  fiure  witch  herselfe  now  aolacing 

Wiib  %  new  lorer,  whom,  through  sorceree 

And  witcbcraft,  she  from  farre  did  thether  bring  : 

There  ahe  had  him  now  laid  a  alombering 

In  secret  shade  after  long  wanton  ioyes  ; 

Wlnlst  romd  about  them  pleasauntly  did  sing 

BiasT  fiure  ladies  and  lasciTious  boyes. 

Thai  •rar  mixt  their  song  with  light  licentious  toyes. 


LXXUI. 

And  all  that  while  right  over  him  she  hong 

With  her  faJse  eyes  last  fixed  in  his  sight. 

As  seeking  medicine  whence  she  waa  stong. 

Or  ffreedily  depasturing  delight ; 

And  oft  inclining  downs  with  kisses  light. 

For  feare  of  waking  him,  his  lips  bedewd, 

And  through  his  humid  eyes  did  sucke  his  spright,  . 

Quite  molten  into  lust  and  pleasure  lewd; 

Wherewith  she  aighed  soft,  as  if  his  case  she  rewd. 

The  whiles  some  one  did  channt  this  lovely  lay  ; 

Ah!  ue,  wkoiofayre  tfung  dottifaiii*  to  set. 

In  tpringingflown  tihe  imagt  tf  thy  day  ! 

Ah!  ite  the  vtrgin  rote,  how  tweetly  thoe 

Doth  first  pefpe/oorth  with  bathJuU  nwduHe, 

Thatfainr  ieemet  the  Utm  yB  tee  her  may  ! 

Lo  !  see,  soone  after  how  more  bold  and  free 

Her  bared  bosome  the  doth  broad  ditplay  ; 

Lo!  tee  toone  after  how  thefadet  andfalU  away  ! 

LXXT. 

So  paetethf  in  the  patting  of  a  day. 

Of  mortaU  Hfe  the  leafe,  the  bud,  theflowre  ; 

Ne  more  dothfiorith  after firtt  decay. 

That  eartt  wat  taught  to  deck  both  bed  and  bowre 

Of  many  a  lady,  and  many  a  paramowre  ! 

Gather  Aerefore  the  roee  whilett  yet  it  prime. 

For  toone  comet  age  that  will  her  pride  deflowre : 

Gather  the  rote  of  love  whilett  yet  it  time, 

Whilett  lonng  vum  mayit  loved  be  with  equall  crime* 

Lzzn. 

He  ceast;  and  then  gan  all  the  qnire  of  birdes 
Their  diverse  notes  rattune  unto  his  lay, 
As  in  approvaunce  of  his  pleasing  wordes. 
The  constant  payre  heard  all  that  he  did  say, 
Yet  swerved  not,  but  kept  their  forward  way 
Through  many  covert  grores  and  thickets  close, 
In  which  they  creeping  did  at  last  display 
That  wanton  lady,  with  her  lorer  lose. 
Whose  sleepie  head  she  in  her  lap  did  soft  dispose. 

Lzzvn. 

Upon  a  bed  of  roses  she  was  layd, 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  to  pleasant  sin  ; 

And  was  ani3rd»  or  rather  disarayd. 

All  in  a  yele  of  silke  and  silver  thin, 

That  hid  no  whit  her  alablaster  sldn. 

But  rather  shewd  more  white,  if  more  might  bee : 

More  subtile  web  Arachne  cannot  spin ; 

Nor  the  fine  nets,  which  oft  we  woven  see 

Of  soorehed  deaw,  do  not  in  th'ayre  more  lightly  flee. 

Lxxvrn. 

Her  snowy  brest  was  bare  to  ready  i^Ie 
Of  hungiy  eies,  which  n'ote  therewith  be  fild  ; 
And  yet,  through  hinguour  of  her  late  aweet  toyle, 
Few  drops,  more  cleare  then  nectar,  forth  distild, 
lliat  like  pure  orient  perles  adowne  it  trild ; 
And  her  faire  eyes,  sweet  smyling  in  ddight, 
Moystened  their  fierie  beames,  with  which  she  thrild 
Fraile  harts,  yet  quenched  not ;  like  starry  light. 
Which,  Bparckling  on  the  ailent  waveSf  does  aectma 
more  bright. 


The  young  vato,  deeping  by  her,  seemd  to  be 

Some  goodly  evreyne  of  honorable  place; 

That  oeitee  it  great  pitty  waa  to  aee 

Him  hia  nobility  ao  fowle  defiue : 

A  aweet  regard  and  amiable  grace. 

Mixed  with  manly  atemeeae,  did  apneare. 

Yet  aleeping,  in  hia  well-proportiond  hoe ; 

And  on  nia  tender  lipe  the  downy  heare 

Did  not  but  freahly  spring,  and  ailkea  bloaaoms 


Hia  wBilike  annea,  the  ydle  inatnmuntt 
Of  aleeping  praiae,  were  hong  upon  a  tree  t 
And  hia  brare  ahidd,  fall  of  old  moniments, 
Waa  fowly  raa't,  that  none  the  aienea  might  aee; 
Ne  for  them  ne  for  honoor  cared  nee, 
Ne  ought  that  did  to  hia  adTmnnoement  tend ; 
But  in  lewd  loree,  and  waatfull  luxnree. 
His  dayea,  hia  gooda,  hia  bodie  he  did  apend  t 
O  homUe  enchantment,  that  him  ao  did  blend ! 

LZZZX. 

The  noble  elfe  and  earefnll  palmer  drew 
So  nigh  them,  minding  nought  but  lustful!  game. 
That  Buddem  forth  they  on  them  ruaht,  and  threw 
A  aubtile  net,  which  only  for  that  aame 
The  akilfull  palmer  formally  did  frame : 
So  held  them  under  ftat ;  the  whilea  the  reel 
Fled  all  away  for  feare  of  fowler  ahame. 
The  fa^  enehauntreaae,  ao  unwarea  opprest, 
Tryde  all  her  arts  and  all  her  aleighta  tnenoe  out  to 
wreat; 

LXXXJIa 

And  ehe  her  lover  atroye ;  but  all  in  Taine : 
For  that  aame  net  ao  eunningljf  was  wound. 
That  neither  guile  nor  force  might  it  distraine. 
TheytookeUiem  both,  and  both  them  atrongW  bound 
In  captiye  bandee,  which  there  they  readie  round: 
But  her  in  chainea  of  adamant  he  tyde ; 
For  noting  else  might  keepe  her  nfe  and  aoond ; 
^^But  Verdant  (ao  he  hight)  he  aoone  untyde. 
And  counaell  sago  in  steed  thereof  to  him  apply de. 
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But  all  those  pleasannt  bowrea,  and  pallaoe  braTe, 
Gnyon  broke  downe  with  rigour  pittileaae : 
Ne  ought  their  goodly  workmansnip  might  Bare 
Them  nom  the  tempest  of  his  wrathfiilneaae 
But  that  their  blisse  he  turned  to  balefnliiease ; 
Their  grorea  he  fold ;  their  gardins  did  defitee; 
Their  arben  spoyle ;  their  ciJ>inets  suppresie; 
Their  benket-housee  bume ;  their  buildiiiga  race ; 
And,  of  the  faj^raat  late,  now  made  the  fowlestplaea 


Then  led  they  her  away,  and  eke  that  knight 
They  with  them  led,  both  aorrowfbll  and  aad : 
The  way  they  came,  the  aame  retoum'd  they  right. 
Tin  their  amred  where  thoT  lately  had 
Charm'a  thoae  wild  beaata  that  ng'd  with  fnrie  mad ; 
Which,  now  awaking,  6erce  at  them  ean  fly. 
As  in  their  mistresse  reakew,  whom  they  lad ; 
But  them  the  palmer  aoone  did  pacify. 
Then  Ouyon  askt,  what  meant  those  beastes  which 
there  did  ly. 


Sayd  he  ;  "These  seeming  beaata  are  men  in  deed. 
Whom  this  eochanntresse  hath  transformed  thus, 
Whylome  her  loTen,  which  her  lustes  did  feed. 
Now  turned  into  figures  hideous, 
According  to  their  mindee  like  monstrnous.*' 
*'  Sad  end,"  quoth  he,  "  of  life  intemperate. 
And  moumenil  meed  of  ioyes  deHcious ! 
But,  palmer,  if  it  mote  thee  so  aggrato. 
Let  tnem  returned  be  unto  their  tormer  state.* 


Streightway  he  with  his  virtuous  staffs  them  strooke, 
And  streignt  of  beastes  they  comely  men  became ; 
Yet  being  men  they  did  unmanly  looke. 
And  stared  ghastly  ;  aome  for  inward  ahame. 
And  aome  for  wrath  to  aee  their  captiye  dame : 
But  one  above  the  reet  in  apeciall 
That  had  an  hog  beene  late,  hight  Grylle  by  name, 
Rep3rned  greatly,  and  did  him  miscall  f 

That  had  nom  Iwggish  forme  him  brought  to  naturall. 


Saide  Guyon ;  "See  the  mind  of  beastly  man. 

That  hath  so  soone  forgot  the  excellence 

Of  his  creation,  when  he  life  began. 

That  now  he  chooseth  with  vile  difference 

To  be  a  besst,  snd  lacks  intelligence !" 

To  whom  the  palmer  thus ;  "  The  donghill  kinde 

Delightes  in  filth  snd  fowle  incontinence : 

Let  Uryll  be  Giyll,  and  have  hia  hoggish  minde : 

But  let  us  hence  depart  whilest  wether  serves  and  winde." 
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THB  LBOBND  OF  BRITOMARTIS,  OR  OF  CHASTITY. 


It  &0s  ma  here  to  write  of  Cbaatltj, 
That  lavrest  Tertoe,  6r  abore  the  rest: 
For  irhich  what  Deedes  me  fetch  firom  Faeiy 
Forteiae  eneamplee  it  to  hare  ezpreet  1 
8ith  it  ia  ahrined  in  my  aoreraines  brest. 
And  formd  so  lively  in  each  perfect  psrt, 
That  to  an  ladiea,  which  have  it  profest,^ 
Need  but  behold  the  ponrtraict  of  her  hart ; 
If  pomtnEfd  it  might  oee  by  any  liring  art: 


Bat  UTTDg  ait  may  not  least  part  ezpreise. 

Nor  life  rwiambling  pendll  it  can  paynt: 

All  wefe  H  Zeazis  or  Praxiteles, 

His  dsdale  hsnd  would  &ile  and  greatly  faynt, 

Aad  her  poriectionB  with  his  error  taynt: 

Ke  poets  witt,  that  passeth  pamter  farre 

In  mctming  the  parts  of  beauty  daynt, 

80  hard  a  wortmmanship  sdrentare  dure, 

For  fesre  through  want  of  words  her  excellenoe  to 


m 

How  then  shsU  I,  apprentice  of  the  sldll 
That  whilome  in  divinest  wits  did  reyne, 
Presome  so  high  to  stretch  mine  humble  quill  T 
Yet  now  mv  luckelease  lott  doth  me  constreyno 
Hereto  perforce:  but,  O  dredd  sorerayne, 
Thus  far  forth  pardon,  sith  that  choicest  witt 
Cannot  your  glorious  pourtraict  figure  plajrne. 
That  I  in  colouid  showes  may  shsdow  itt. 
And  4ntique  praises  unto  present  persons  fitt 

IV. 

But  if  in  living  oolonre,  and  right  hew, 
Thyselfe  thou  covet  to  see  pictured. 
Who  can  it  doe  more  lively,  or  more  trew, 
Then  that  sweete  verse,  wiUi  nectar  sprinokeled, 
In  which  a  gracious  servaunt  pictured 
His  Cynthia,  his  heavens  fiiyrest  light  Y 
That  with  his  melting  sweetnes  ravished. 
And  with  the  wonder  of  her  beomes  bright. 
My  senoes  lulled  are  in  slomber  of  delight 


v. 


But  let  that  same  delitious  poet  lend 

A  little  leave  unto  a  rusticke  muse 

To  sing  his  mistiesse  prayse ;  and  let  him  mend. 

If  OQght  amis  her  liking  may  abuse : 

Ne  let  his  fiiyrest  Cynuua  refuse 

In  mirroun  more  then  one  herselfe  to  see ; 

But  either  Gloriana  let  her  chuse. 

Or  in  Belphcebe  fashioned  to  bee ; 

In  tfa*  one  her  rule,  in  th'  other  her  rare  chastitee. 
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CANTO  L 

Onron  encoautreth  Britomut : 
Fayre  Florimell  U  chaced : 

Duessaes  tninas  and  Malecaa 
taea  champions  are  defaced. 


Thx  famoof  Briton  prince  and  Faery  loiight, 
AfVer  lone  ways  and  perilous  painea  endur'd 
Hanng  tneir  weary  hmbes  to  perfect  plight 
Restord,  and  sory  wounds  right  well  re<nir^d, 
Of  the  faire  Alma  greatly  were  procur*d 
To  make  there  lenger  soioume  and  abode  ; 
But,  when  thereto  they  might  not  be  aUur*d 
From  seeking  praise  and  deedes  of  armes  abrode. 
They  courteous  cong6  tooke,  and  forth  together  yode. 


zi. 


But  the  captiT'd  Acrasia  he  sent. 
Because  ot  trareill  long,  a  nigher  way, 
With  a  strong  gard,  all  reskew  to  prerent. 
And  her  to  Faeiy  court  safe  to  convey; 
That  her  for  witnes  of  his  hard  assay 
Unto  his  Faery  Queene  he  might  present : 
But  he  himselfe  betooke  another  way, 

'  To  make  more  triaU  of  his  hardiment. 
And  seek  adyentoresi  as  he  with  Prince  Arthure 

I         wenL 


m. 


Long  so  they  travelled  through  wasteful!  wayes. 

Where  daungers  dwelt,  and  perils  most  did  wonne, 

To  htmt  for  glory  and  renowmed  prayse : 

Full  many  countreyes  they  did  overronne. 

From  the  uprising  to  the  setting  sunne. 

And  many  hard  adrentuxes  did  atohiere ; 

Of  all  the  which  they  honour  ever  wonne. 

Seeking  the  weake  opjpresM  to  rdieye, 

And  to  recoTer  right  tor  such  as  wrong  did  grieve. 


IV. 


At  last,  as  through  an  open  plaine  they  yode, 
They  spide  a  kmght  that  towards  pricked  fayre; 
And  him  beside  an  aged  squire  there  rode. 
That  seemd  to  couch  under  his  shield  three-square. 
As  if  that  age  badd  him  that  burden  spare. 
And  yield  it  those  that  stouter  could  it  wield : 
He,  them  espying,  pan  himselfe  prepare. 
And  on  his  arme  addresse  his  goodlj  shield 
That  bora  a  lion  passant  in  a  golden  field. 


V. 


Which  seeing  jpood  Sir  Guy  on  deare  besought 
The  Prince,  of  graoe,  to  let  him  ronne  that  tume. 
He  grannted :  then  ^e  Faeiy  quickly  raught 
Hia  poynant  speare,  and  aharply  gan  to  spume 
Si*  °^  *^**^»  ^^<*»  ^«7  fe«te  did  burns 


\ 


n. 

They  beene  ymett,  and  both  theyr  pointa  arrived ; 
But  Guyon  drove  so  furious  and  fell,  [riv'd ; 

That  seemd  both  shield  and  plate  it  would  have 
Nothelesse  it  bore  his  foe  not  nom  his  sell, 
But  made  him  stager,  as  he  were  not  weQ : 
But  Guyon  selfe,  ere  well  he  was  aware. 
Nigh  a  speares  length  behind  his  crouper  fell ; 
Yet  in  his  fall  so  well  himselfe  he  bsre, 
That  mischievous  mischaimce  his  life  and  limbs  did 
spare. 

vn. 

Great  shame  and  sorrow  of  that  fidl  he  tooke ; 
For  never  yet,  sith  warlike  armes  he  bore 
And  shivering  speare  in  bloody  field  first  afaooke, 
He  fownd  himselfe  dishonourer  so  sore. 
Ah !  gentlest  knight,  that  ever  armor  bore, 
Let  not  thee  grieve  dismounted  to  have  beene. 
And  brought  to  grownd,  that  never  wast  before; 
For  not  thy  fault,  but  secret  powre  unseene; 
That  speare  enchaunted  was'which  layd  thee  on  the 
greenel 

vnf. 

But  weenedst  thou  what  wight  thee  overthrew, 

Much  greater  griefe  and  shamefbller  regrett 

For  thy  hard  fortune  then  thou  wouldst  renew, 

That  of  a  single  damxell  thou  wert  mett 

On  equall  plaine,  and  there  so  hard  besett : 

Even  the  famous  Britomart  it  was, 

Whom  straunge  adventure  did  fimn  Britayne  fett 

To  seeke  her  lover  (love  far  sought  alas !) 

Whose  image  ahee  had  seene  in  Venus  looking-glos. 


IX. 

FuH  of  disdainefull  wrath,  be  fierce  uprose 
For  to  revenge  that  fowle  reprochefull  shame, 
And  snatching  his  bright  sword  began  to  close 
With  her  on  toot,  and  stoutly  forward  came ; 
Dye  rather  would  he  then  endure  that  same. 
Which  when  his  palmer  saw,  he  gan  to  feare 
His  toward  perill,  and  untoward  blame, 
Which  by  that  new  renoountor  he  should  reare ; 
For  Death  sato  on  the  point  of  that  enchaunted 
speare: 

z. 

And  hasting  towards  bim  gan  fayre  perewade 

Not  to  provoke  misfortune,  nor  to  weene 

His  speares  defiiult  to  mend  with  cruell  blade ; 

For  by  his  mighde  science  he  bod  seene 

llie  secrete  vertue  of  that  weapon  keene. 

That  mortall  puissaunce  mote  not  withstond: 

Nothing  on  eartli  mote  alwaies  happy  beene! 

Great  hazard  were  it,  and  adventure  fond, 

To  loose  long-gotten  honour  with  one  evill  bond,     i 
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zi. 

By  socb  g^ood  meanes  he  him  discoimaelled 
From  prosecuting  his  revenging  rage : 
And  ece  the  prince  liice  trea^  handeled. 
His  wrathiiill  wHl  with  reason  to  aswage ; 
And  laid  the  blame,  not  to  his  carriage, 
But  to  his  starting  steed  that  swanr'd  asyde. 
And  to  the  ill  parreyaunce  of  his  page. 
That  had  his  lumitures  not  firmely  tyde : 
So  is  his  angij  corage  fajriy  paci^de. 

zn. 

Tbos  reoimcilement  was  betweene  them  knitt, 
Throogh  goodly  temperaunce  and  affection  chaste ; 
And  either  rowd  with  all  their  power  and  witt 
To  let  not  others  honour  be  derasta 
Of  friend  or  foe,  whoever  it  embaste, 
Ne  annea  to  bear  against  the  others  syde : 
In  which  accord  the  prince  was  also  plaste, 
And  with  that  golden  chaine  of  concord  tyde : 
80  goodly  aU  agreed,  they  forth  yfere  did  ryde, 

xm. 

0,  goodly  usage  of  those  antique  tymea. 
In  which  the  swofd  was  servanat  unto  right ; 
When  not  for  malice  and  contentious  crymes. 
But  all  ibr  pr^ae  and  proofe  of  manly  might. 
The  martiafl  brood  accustomed  to  fight : 
Then  honour  was  the  meed  of  victoiy, 
And  yet  the  vanquished  had  no  despight : 
Let  talar  age  that  noble  use  envy, 
Vyle  raaoor  to  avoid  and  cruel)  surquedzy ! 

ziv. 

Loog  they  thus  traveiled  in  friendly  wise, 
Throagh  eountreyea  waste,  and  eka  well  edifyde. 
Seeking  sdTeoturea  hard,  to  exercise 
Th«r  puisaaunoe,  whylome  full  demly  tryde : 
At  length  they  came  into  a  forest  wyde, 
Whoae  hideotts  horror  and  sad  trembling  sownd 
Full  griaaly  seemed :  therein  they  long  did  ryde, 
Yet  tnet  oif  living  creature  none  they  fownd, 
8sva  baairet,  lyons,  and  bula,  which  romad  tham 
■rownd* 

zv. 

AQ  niddgnW  oat  of  the  thickest  brush. 
Upon  a  milk-white  palfrey  all  alone, 
Afoodlv  lady  did  foreby  them  rush, 
Whose  koe  did  aeame  as  deare  as  christall  stone, 
And  eke,  through  ftare,  as  white  as  whales  bone : 
Her  gaimenta  aU  were  wrought  of  beaten  gold, 
And  an  her  stead  with  tinaeU  trappinga  shone, 
Which  fladd  so  ftst  that  nothing  mote  hun  hold. 
And  aearaa  them  laaaure  gave  her  passing  to  behold. 


Still  aa  aba  fledd  bar  eye  aha  backward  threw. 
As  ^iBarins  evill  that  poursewed  her  fast ; 
And  bar  nira  yellow  locks  behind  her  flew, 
Looaely  dispent  with  puff  of  every  blast : 
AU  aa  a  biasing  ataire  doth  iaira  outcast 
His  hearitt  beamas,  and  flaming  locks  dispredd, 
At  fight  whataof  die  pao^de  stand  aghast ; 
But  the  8ag*e  wiaaxd  tellea  as  he  has  redd. 
Thai  k  oip^ctnnaa  daatb  and  dolafuU  dveryhedd. 


zvn. 

80  as  they  gaxed  after  her  awhyle, 
Lo !  where  a  griesly  foster  fortn  did  rush, 
Breathing  out  beasUy  lust  her  to  defyle : 
His  tyreling  jade  he  fiersly  forth  did  jmsh 
Through  thicke  snd  thin,  both  over  banck  and  bush. 
In  hope  her  to  attaine  by  hooke  or  crooke, 
That  trom  his  gory  sydes  the  blood  did  gush 
Large  were  his  limbes,  and  twrible  his  looks. 
And  in  lus  clowmsh  hand  a  sharp  bore-speare  ha 
shooke. 

zvni. 

Which  outrage  when  those  gentle  knights  did 
Full  of  great  envy  and  fell  gealosy 
They  stayd  not  to  aviso  who  first  should  bee. 
But  all  spued  after,  last  as  they  mote  fly. 
To  reskew  her  from  shsmefrill  villany. 
The  prince  and  Guyon  equally  bylive 
Heraelfe  puraewd,  m  hope  to  win  thereby 
Most  gocdly  meede,  the  fiurest  dame  alive : 
But  attar  the  foule  foster  Timias  did  strive. 


ziz. 

The  whiles  faire  Britomart,  whose  constant  mind 
Would  not  so  lightly  follow  beauties  chace, 
Se  reckt  of  ladies  love,  did  stajr  behynd  ; 
And  them  awaited  there  a  certaine  space. 
To  weet  if  they  would  tume  backe  to  that  place : 
But  when  she  saw  them  gone,  she  forward  went. 
As  lay  her  ioumey,  through  that  parlous  pace. 
With  stediast  corage  and  stout  hardiment ; 
Na  evil  thing  she  feard,  ne  evill  thing  she  menu 

zx« 

At  last  as  nigh  out  of  the  wood  she  came, 
A  stately  castle  far  away  she  spyde. 
To  which  her  steps  directly  she  did  frume. 
That  castle  was  most  goodly  edifyde, 
And  plaste  for  pleasure  nign  that  forrest  syde : 
But  nire  before  the  gate  a  spatious  playne. 
Mantled  with  greene,  itaelfe  did  spivdaen  wyde. 
On  wkich  she  saw  aiz  knights,  that  did  darra3me 
Fiers  baltaill  against  one  with  eruell  might  and 
mayne. 

zxi. 

Mainfkly  they  all  attonoe  upon  him  laid, 

And  sore  besett  on  every  side  arownd. 

That  nigh  he  breathlesse  mw,  yet  noueht  dismaid, 

Ne  ever  to  them  yielded  toot  of  growna. 

All  had  he  lost  much  blood  through  many  a  wownd ; 

But  stoutly  dealt  his  blowes,  and  every  way, 

To  whidi  he  turned  in  his  wrathfull  stownd. 

Made  them  recoile,  and  fly  from  dredd  decay. 

That  none  of  all  the  siz  before  him  durst  assay  * 

ZXII. 

Like  dastard  cuires,  that,  having  at  a  bay 
The  salvage  beast  embost  in  wearie  chace. 
Dare  not  adventure  on  the  stubbome  pray, 
Ne  byte  before,  but  rome  from  plsce  to  place 
To  get  a  snatch  when  turned  is  his  face. 
In  such  dtstrease  and  doubtful!  leopordy 
When  Britomart  him  saw,  she  ran  apace 
Unto  his  reskew,  and  with  earnest  cry 
Badd  those  same  siz  forbears  that  single  enimy. 


Its 
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But  to  ber  cry  fhey  list  not  lenden  esra, 

Ne  ought  the  more  their  mightie  strokes  surceesse ; 

But,  gathering  him  rownd  about  more  neare, 

Their  direfull  rancour  rather  did  encraasse  ; 

Till  that  she  rushing  through  the  thickest  preaase 

Pcrforoe  disparted  &eir  compacted  gyre. 

And  soone  oompeld  to  hearken  unto  peace : 

Tho  gan  die  myldly  of  them  to  inquyre 

The  cause  of  their  diasention  and  outrageous  yre. 


Whereto  that  single  knight  did  answers  frame  ; 
'*  These  six  would  me  enforce,  by  oddes  of  might, 
To  chaunge  my  liefe,  and  lore  another  dame ; 
That  death  me  liefer  were  then  such  despight. 
So  unto  wrong  to  yield  my  wrested  right : 
For  I  love  one,  the  truest  one  on  grownd, 
Ne  list  me  chaunge ;  she  th'  errant  damaell  hight ; 
For  whose  dears  sake  full  many  a  bitter  stownd 
I  banre  endurd,  and  tasted  many  a  bloody  wownd." 


XXIX. 


"  Certes,'*  said  she,  '*  then  beene  ye  aixe  to  Uame, 

To  weene  your  wron^  by  force  to  iustify : 

For  knight  to  leave  his  hdy  were  great  shame 

That  ftithfiill  is ;  and  better  were  to  dy. 

An  losse  is  lesse,  and  lease  the  infamy, 

Then  losse  of  lore  to  him  that  loves  but  one : 

Ne  may  love  be  oompeld  by  maistery ; 

For,  soone  as  maistenr  comes,  sweet  love  anona 

Taketh  his  nimble  winges,  and  soone  away  is  gone." 


XXVI. 

Then  spake  one  of  those  six  ;  "  There  dwelleth  here 

Within  this  castle-wall  a  lady  fayre. 

Whose  soveraine  beautie  hath  no  living  pare ; 

Thereto  so  bounteous  and  so  debonayre. 

That  never  any  mote  with  her  compajrre : 

She  hath  ordamd  this  law,  which  we  approve, 

That  every  knight  which  doth  this  way  repayre, 

In  case  he  have  no  lady  nor  no  love, 

Shidl  doe  unto  her  service,  never  to  remove : 

xxvn. 

"  But  if  he  have  a  lady  or  a  love, 

Then  must  he  her  forgoe  with  fowle  defiune. 

Or  els  with  us  by  dint  of  sword  approve. 

That  she  is  fairer  then  our  fairest  oame ; 

As  did  this  kniB[ht,  before  ye  hether  came." 

"  Perdy,"  said  Britomart, "  the  oboise  is  hard  ! 

But  what  reward  IukI  he  that  overcame  ?  " 

'*  He  should  advaunced  bee  to  high  reprd," 

Said  they,  "  and  have  our  ladies  love  tor  his  reward. 

xxvni. 

"  Therefore  aread,  sir,  if  thou  have  a  love." 
"  Love  have  I  aure,"  quoth  she,  '*  but  lady  none ; 
Yet  will  I  not  fro  mine  owne  love  remove, 
Ne  to  your  lady  will  I  service  done,  falone. 

But  wTBske  your  wronges  wrought  to  this  knight 
And  prove  his  cause."    With  that,  her  mortall  apeare 
She  mightily  aventred  towards  one. 
And  downe  him  smot  ere  well  aware  he  weare ; 
Then  to  the  next  ahe  rode,  and  downe  the  next  did 
beare. 


Ne  did  ahe  star  till  three  on  ground  she  layd, 
That  none  of  them  bimselfe  could  reare  aguine: 
The  fourth  waa  by  that  other  knight  dismsyd, 
All  were  he  weaiie  of  his  former  peine ; 
That  now  there  do  but  two  of  aix  remains ; 
Which  two  did  yield  before  ahe  did  them  laii^ht 
"  Ah  I  *'  said  she  then,  "  now  may  ye  all  see  pikine, 
That  truth  is  strong,  and  trew  love  most  of  might, 
That  for  his  trusty  aervannta  doth  so  strongly  fight" 


XXX. 

"  Too  well  we  see,"  saide  they,  "and  provetoo  well 
Our  faulty  weakness,  and  your  matchlesse  might : 
Forthy,  faire  air,  youn  be  the  damoxell, 
Whicn  by  her  owne  law  to  your  lot  doth  light, 
And  we  your  liegemen  faith  unto  you  plight." 
So  underneath  her  feet  their  swords  they  mard. 
And,  after,  her  besought,  well  as  they  might 
To  enier  in  and  reape  the  dew  reward : 
She  graunted ;  and  then  in  they  all  idtogether  far*d 

XXXI. 

Long  were  it  to  describe  the  goodly  firame 

And  stately  port  of  Castle  Joyeous, 

(For  so  that  castle  hight  by  common  name,) 

Where  th^  were  entertaynd  with  oourteoua 

And  comely  glee  of  many  grstiona 

Faire  bdies,  snd  of  many  a  gentle  knight ; 

Who,  through  a  chaniber  long  and  spacious, 

Eftsoones  them  brought  unto  their  ladies  sight, 

That  of  them  deeped  was  the  hidy  of  delight. 

xxxn. 

But,  for  to  tell  the  sumptuous  arav 
Of  that  great  chamber,  should  be  labour  lost ; 
For  living  wit,  I  weene,  cannot  display 
The  roiall  riches  and  exceeding  cost 
Of  every  pillour  and  of  oveiy  post, 
Which  all  of  purest  bullion  nwned  were, 
And  with  great  perles  and  pretious  stones  emboat ; 
That  the  bright  glister  of  their  beames  deare 
Did  sparoUe  forth  great  light,  and  glorious  did 
appeare. 

xxxm. 

These  stranger  knights,  through  passing,  forth  were 
Into  an  inner  rowme,  whose  royaltae  [led 

And  rich  purveyance  might  uneath  be  red  ; 
Mote  Princes  place  beseeme  so  deckt  to  b€«. 
Which  stately  manner  whenas  they  did  see* 
The  image  of  superfluous  riotise. 
Exceeding  much  the  state  of  msane  degreo^ 
They  greatly  wondred  whence  ao  anmptuova  ffuiss 
Migot  be  maintaynd,  and  each  gan  diversely  devise. 

XXXIT. 

The  wals  were  round  about  apparelled 

With  coatly  clothes  of  Arras  and  of  Tonra  ; 

In  which  with  cunning  hand  was  ponrtrahod 

The  love  of  Venus  and  her  parsmoure, 

The  fayre  Adonia,  turned  to  a  flown ; 

A  work  of  rare  device  and  wondrous  wit. 

First  did  it  ahew  the  bitter  balefull  stowro^ 

Which  her  essayd  with  many  a  fervent  fit. 

When  first  her  tender  hart  waa  with  his  besntie  BBiit 
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Then  with  what  sleights  and  sweet  allurements  she 

Entyst  the  bo^,  as  well  that  art  she  kneWj 

And  wooed  hun  her  paramoure  to  bee ; 

Now  making  girlonds  of  each  flowre  that  grew. 

To  GTowne  las  golden  lockes  with  honour  dew  ; 

Now  leading  hmi  into  a  secret  shade 

From  his  beauperes,  and  from  bright  heavens  vew. 

Where  him  to  sleepe  she  gently  would  perswade. 

Or  bathe  him  in  a  fountaine  by  some  covert  glade : 


xzm. 


And,  whilst  he  slept,  she  over  him  would  spred 
Her  mantle  colour^  like  the  starry  skyes, 
And  her  soft  arme  lay  underneath  his  hed. 
And  with  ambrosiall  kisses  bathe  his  eyes  ; 
And,  whilst  he  bath'd,  with  her  two  crafty  spyes 
She  secretly  would  search  each  daintie  Urn, 
And  throw  into  the  well  sweet  rosemaryes, 
And  fragrant  violets,  and  paunces  trim  ; 
And  ever  with  sweet  nectar  she  did  sprinkle  him. 


zxxvn. 

So  did  she  steale  his  heedelesse  hart  away, 
And  ioyd  his  love  in  secret  unespyde: 
But  for  she  saw  him  bent  to  cruell  play. 
To  hunt  the  salvage  beast  in  forrest  wyde, 
Dreadfull  of  daunger  that  mote  him  betyde 
She  oft  and  oft  advix'd  him  to  refraine 
Fnnn  chase  of  greater  beastes,  whose  brutish  pryde 
Mote  breede  him  scath  unwares  :  but  all  in  vame  ; 
For  who  can  shun  the  chance  that  dest'ny  doth  or- 
daineY 

xxxvni. 

Lo !  where  beyond  he  lyeth  languishing, 
Deadly  engored  of  a  great  wilde  bore  ; 
And  by  his  side  the  goddesse  groveling 
Makes  for  him  endlesse  mono,  and  evermore 
With  her  soft  garment  wipes  awav  the  gore 
Which  staynes  his  snowy  skin  with  hatefull  hew : 
But,  when  she  saw  no  helpe  might  him  restore, 
Him  to  a  dainty  flowre  she  did  transmew, 
Which  in  that  doth  was  wrought,  as  if  it  lively  grew. 

XXXIX. 

So  was  that  chamber  dad  in  ffoodly  wize ; 

And  rownd  about  it  many  beos  were  dight, 

Aa  whrloma  was  the  antique  worldes  guixe» 

Some  tor  untimdy  ease,  some  for  delist, 

Aa  pleased  them  to  use  that  use  it  might : 

Ana  all  was  full  of  damzela  and  of  squyres, 

Danndng  and  revding  both  day  and  mght. 

And  swimming  deepe  in  sensudl  desyres ; 

And  Cupid  stiU  emongest  them  kindled  lustfull  fyres 


XLI. 


And  an  the  while  sweet  musicke  did  divide 

Her  looaer  notes  with  Lydian  harmony ; 

And  an  the  while  sweete  birdes  thereto  applide 

Their  daintie  layes  and  dulcet  melody. 

At  carding  of  love  and  iollity, 

That  wonoer  was  to  heare  their  trim  consort     [eye 

Which  when  those  knights  beheld,  with  scomefuU 

They  sdeigned  such  lasdvious  disport. 

And  loatfa'd  the  loose  demeanure  of  that  wanton  sort.  I 


Thence  they  were  brought  to  that  great  ladies  vew. 
Whom  they  found  sitting  on  a  sumptuous  bed 
That  glistred  all  with  gold  and  glonous  shew. 
As  the  proud  Persian  oueenes  accustomed : 
She  seemd  a  woman  of  great  bountihed 
And  of  rare  beautie,  saving  that  askaunce 
Her  wanton  eyes  (ill  signes  of  womanhed) 
Did  roll  too  lightly,  and  too  often  glaunce, 
Without  regard  oi  grace  or  comdy  amenaunce. 


xui. 


Lon^  worke  it  were,  and  needlesse,  to  devize 

Their  goodly  entertainement  and  great  fr\ee  : 

She  caused  them  be  led  in  courteous  wize 

Into  a  bowre,  disarmed  for  to  be, 

And  cheered  well  with  wine  and  spiceree  : 

The  Redcrosse  Knight  was  soon  disarmed  there ; 

But  the  brave  mnyd  would  not  disarmed  bee. 

But  onely  vented  up  her  umbriere. 

And  so  cud  let  her  goodly  visage  to  appei-e. 


XLin. 


As  when  fayre  Cynthia,  in  darksome  night. 

Is  in  a  noyous  cloud  enveloped. 

Where  she  may  finde  the  substance  thin  and  light, 

Breakes  forth  her  silver  beames,  and  her  bright  bed 

Discovers  to  the  world  discomfited  ; 

Of  the  poore  traveiler  that  went  astray 

With  thousand  blessings  she  is  heried  : 

Such  was  the  beautie  and  the  shining  ray. 

With  which  fayre  Britomart  gave  light  unto  the  day. 


XLXV. 

And  eke  those  six,  which  lately  with  her  fought, 

Now  were  disaimd,  and  did  themselves  present 

Unto  her  vew,  and  company  unsought ; 

For  they  all  seemed  courteous  and  gent. 

And  aU  sixe  brethren,  borne  of  one  parent. 

Which  had  them  traynd  in  all  civilitee. 

And  goodly  taught  to  tilt  and  tumament ; 

Now  were  they  liegmen  to  this  ladie  free. 

And  her  Imighta-servioe  ought,  to  hold  of  her  in  fee. 

XLV. 

The  first  of  them  by  name  Gardant^  bight, 

A  ioUy  person,  and  of  comdy  vew ; 

The  second  was  Parlante,  a  bold  knight ; 

And  next  to  him  locante  did  ensew ; 

Basciante  did  himselfe  most  courteous  shew ; 

But  fieree  Bacchante  seemd  too  fell  and  keene ;  . 

And  yett  in  armes  Noctante  greater  grew  : 

AU  were  fiure  knights,  and  goodly  well  beseene ; 

But  to  faire  Britomart  they  all  but  shadowes  beene. 

XLVI. 

For  shee  was  full  of  amiable  grace 
And  manly  terror  mixed  therewithall ; 
That  as  the  one  stird  up  a£feotions  bace. 
So  th'  other  did  mens  rash  desires  apull. 
And  hold  them  backe  that  would  in  error  fall  * 
As  bee  that  hath  espide  a  venneill  rose, 
I'o  which  sharp  thornea  and  breres  the  way  forstdU 
Dare  not  for  dread  his  hardy  hand  expose. 
But,  wishing  it  far  off,  his  ydle  wish  dotli  lose. 
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ZLTII. 

Whom  wben  the  lady  saw  so  fiure  a  wight. 

All  ignorant  of  her  contriiy  sex, 

CFor  shee  her  weend  a  fresh  and  Inaty  Imight,) 

Shee  greatly  gan  enamoured  to  wex. 

And  with  vaine  thoughts  her  falsed  fancy  vex : 

Her  fickle  hart  conceived  hasty  fyre. 

Like  sparkes  of  fire  which  fall  in  sclender  flex. 

That  shortly  brent  into  extreme  desyre. 

And  ranaackt  all  her  veines  with  passion  entyre. 

XLYin. 

• 

Efboonea  shee  grew  to  great  impatioice, 

And  into  termes  of  open  outrage  bnist. 

That  plaine  discorered  her  incontinence ; 

Ne  reckt  shee  who  her  meaning  did  mistrust; 

For  she  was  tnyea  all  to  fleshly  lust. 

And  poured  forth  in  sensuaU  delight. 

That  all  regard  of  shame  she  had  discust. 

And  meet  respect  of  honor  put  to  flight : 

So  ahamelesse  beauty  aoone  becomes  a  loathly  sight* 

xux. 

Faire  ladies,  that  to  lore  captlved  arre. 

And  chaste  desires  doe  nourish  in  your  mind. 

Let  not  her  fimlt  your  sweete  affections  marre ; 

Ne  blott  the  bonn^  of  all  womankind 

'Mongst  thousands  good,  one  wanton  dame  to  find : 

Emon^  the  roses  grow  some  wicked  weeds  : 

For  this  was  not  to  love,  but  lust,  inclind ; 

For  love  does  alwaies  bring  forth  bounteous  deeds. 

And  in  each  gentle  hart  desire  of  honor  breeds. 


L. 

Nought  so  of  love  this  looser  dame  did  sldH, 
But  as  a  cole  to  kindle  fleshly  flame. 
Giving  the  bridle  to  her  wanton  will. 
And  treading  under  foote  her  honest  name : 
Such  love  is  hate,  and  such  desire  is  shame. 
Still  did  she  rove  at  her  with  cnity  glaunce 
Of  her  fidse  eies,  that  at  her  hart  aid  ayme. 
And  told  her  meaning  in  her  countenaunce ; 
But  Britcmart  dissembled  it  with  ignoraunce. 

u. 

Supper  was  shortly  dight,  and  downe  they  satt; 
Where  they  were  served  with  all  bumptuous  fare. 
Whiles  firnitfull  Ceres  and  L>seus  &tt 
Pourd  out  their  plenty,  without  spight  or  spare ; 
Nought  wanted  there  that  dainty  was  and  rare : 
And  aye  the  cups  their  bancks  aid  overflow : 
And  aye  betweene  the  cups  she  did  prepare 
W^ay  to  her  love,  and  secret  darts  did  throw ; 
But  Britomart  would  not  such  guilfuU  message  know. 

X.XI. 

So,  when  they  slaked  had  the  fervent  heat 
Of  appetite  with  meates  of  every  sort. 
The  lady  did  &ire  Britomart  entreat 
Her  to  disanne,  and  with  delightfull  sport 
To  loose  her  warlike  limbs  and  strong  eflT^rt : 
But  when  shee  mote  not  thereunto  be  wonne, 
(For  ahee  her  sexe  under  that  straunge  purp6rt 
Did  use  to  hide,  and  plaine  apparaunce  shonne,) 
In  playner  wise  to  tell  her  gnevaunoe  she  begonne  ; 


un. 


And  all  attonce  discovered  her  desire  [griefe* 

With   sighes,   and  sobs,  and  plaints,  and  pxteoos 
The  outward  sparkes  of  her  in-burning  fire  : 
Which  spent  in  vaine,  at  last  she  told  her  bnefe» 
That,  but  if  she  did  lend  her  short  reliefe 
And  doe  her  comfort,  she  mote  algates  dye. 
But  the  chaste  damxell,  that  had  never  priefe 
Of  such  malengine  and  fine  forgerye. 
Did  easely  beleeve  her  strong  extremitye. 


•  IIV, 

Fun  easy  was  for  her  to  have  beKefe, 
Who  by  self-feeling  of  her  feeble  sexe. 
And  by  long  triall  of  the  inward  gnefe 
Wherewith  imperious  love  her  hart  did  vexe, 
Could  indge  what  nsines  doe  lonng  harts  perplexe^ 
Who  means  no  guile,  be  rufled  soonest  shall. 
And  to  fairs  semblaunoe  aoth  light  faith  annexe : 
The  bird,  that  knowes  not  the  raise  fowlers  call. 
Into  his  hidden  nett  full  easely  doth  fiiU. 


Forthy  she  would  not  in  discourteise 
Scome  the  faire  ofler  of  good  will  profest ; 
For  great  rebuke  it  is  love  to  despise. 
Or  rudely  sdeigne  a  gentle  harts  request ; 
But  with  faire  countenaunce,  as  beseemed  best. 
Her  entertaynd  ;  nathlesse  ahee  inly  deemd 
Her  love  too  light,  to  wooe  a  vrandnng  guest; 
Which  she  misconstruing,  thereby  esteemd 
That  from  like  inward  fire  that  outward  smoke  bad 
Bteemd. 

Therewith  awhile  she  her  flit  fancy  fedd. 
Till  she  mote  winne  fit  time  for  her  desire ; 
But  yet  her  wound  still  inward  freshly  bledd. 
And  through  her  bones  the  fidse  instiUed  fire 
Did  spred  itselfe,  and  venime  dose  inspire. 
11)0  were  the  tables  taken  all  away ; 
And  every  knight,  and  every  gentle  squire, 
Gan  choose  his  dame  with  hatewmani  gay. 
With  whom  he  ment  to  make  his  sport  and  ooaiitf 
play. 

Lyn. 

Some  fell  to  daunoe ;  some  fell  to  hasardiy; 
Some  to  make  love  ;  some  to  make  meryment; 
As  diverse  witts  to  diverse  things  apply : 
And  all  the  while  faire  Malecasta  bent 
Her  craf^  engins  to  her  dose  intenL 
By  this  tn*  etemall  lampee,  wherewith  high  love 
Doth  light  the  lower  world,  were  halie  yspent. 
And  the  moist  daughters  of  huge  Atlas  strove 
Into  the  ocean  deepe  to  drive  mear  weary  drove. 

LVin. 

High  time  it  seemed  then  for  everie  wight 
Them  to  betake  unto  their  kindly  rest: 
Ef^esoones  long  waxen  torches  weren  light 
Unto  their  bowres  to  guyden  every  guest : 
Tho,  wben  the  Britonesse  saw  all  the  rest 
Avoided  quite,  she  gan  herself*  despoile. 
And  safe  committ  to  her  soft  fethered  nest; 
Wher  through  long  watch,  and  late  daiea  wecry  toile. 
She  soundly  slept,  and  caiefnll  thoughts  dia  quite 
asBoilet 
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Now  wfaenas  all  the  world  in  ulenoe  deepe 
Ysliiowded  was,  and  eyery  mortall  wiffht 
Was  drowned  in  the  depth  of  deadly  auepe ; 
Faira  Malecasta,  whose  engrieved  spright 
Conld  find  no  rest  in  such  perplexed  plight, 
Lightfy  aroae  out  of  her  weaiie  hed. 
And,  nnder  the  blacks  rele  of  guilty  night, 
Her  with  a  acarlott  mantle  corered 
Thatwas  with  gold  and  ermines  fidre  enyeloped. 

Then  panting  softe,  and  trembling  stsit  iojrnt. 
Her  faarefuU  feete  towards  the  bowre  sne  mov'd 
Where  she  fior  secret  purpose  did  appoynt 
To  lodge  the  warlike  maide,  unwisely  loor'd  ; 
And,  to  her  bed  approching,  first  aha  prooT*d 
Wheth»  she  slept  or  wakte :  with  her  softs  bsnd 
She  Boftelr  lelt  u  any  mamber  moor'd. 
And  lent  ner  wary  ears  to  understand 
If  ai^  pttffe  of  breath  or  signs  of  seooe  shee  fond. 

LXI. 

WUdi  whenasnone  she  fond,  with  easy  shifke, 

For  iemre  least  her  unwares  she  should  abniyd, 

Th'  embroder'd  ouilt  she  lightly  up  did  lifts. 

And  by  her  sids  nerseUe  she  softly  layd. 

Of  ereiy  finest  fingers  touch  afirayd ; 

Ne  any  noise  she  made,  ne  worde  she  spake. 

But  ixdy  sighd.    At  hut  the  royall  maya 

Out  of  her  quist  slomber  did  awake, 

And  diaimga  her  weaiy  side  the  better  ease  to  take. 

uuu 

Wbers  (eeUng  one  close  couched  by  her  side. 

She  lightly  1^  out  of  her  filed  bedd. 

And  to  her  weapon  ran,  in  minde  to  gride 

The  loathed  leachour :  but  the  dame,  halfe  dedd 

Through  snddeine  feare  and  ghastly  drerihedd, 

Did  shrieks  alowd,  that  through  the  bona  it  rong, 

And  the  whole  finnily  therewith  adredd 

Rashly  out  of  their  roused  couches  sprung. 

And  to  the  troablsd  ehamberaU  inarmesdid  throng. 


Lxxn. 

And  those  size  knightes,  that  ladiss  chsmpions. 
And  eke  the  Redcrosee  knight  ran  to  the  stownd, 
Halfe  armd  and  haUe  unarmd,  with  them  attons  ; 
Where  when  confusedly  they  came,  they  fownd 
Their  lady  lyinff  on  the  aencelease  grownd  ; 
On  th'  otner  side  they  saw  the  warlike  mayd 
Al  in  her  snow-white  smocke,  with  locks  unbownd, 
Threatning  the  point  of  her  arenging  blade  ; 
That  with  ao  troublous  tenor  they  were  all  dismayd. 

Lziy. 

About  their  ladye  fiiat  they  flockt  arownd ; 
Whom  haying  laid  in  comfortable  coocb. 
Shortly  they  reard  out  of  her  firosen  swownd ; 
And  afterwardes  they  gan  with  fowle  reproch 
To  stirre  up  strife,  and  troubloua  contecke  broch : 
But,  by  ensample  of  the  last  dayea  losse. 
None  of  them  rashly  durst  to  tier  approch, 
Ne  in  so  glorious  spoUe  themselyes  embosse  : 
Her  suceourd  ske  the  champion  of  the  bloody  crosse. 

Lxy. 

But  one  of  tfaoae  size  knights,  Oardantd  bight. 
Drew  out  a  deadly  bow  and  arrow  keene. 
Which  forth  he  sent  with  felonous  despight 
And  fell  intent  against  the  yirgin  eheene : 
The  mortall  ateele  stayd  not  tSl  it  was  seene 
To  gore  her  side ;  3ret  wss  the  wound  not  deepe. 
But  liffhtly  rssed  her  soft  silken  skin, 
That  drops  of  purple  blood  thereout  did  weepe. 
Which  did  her  lilfy  smock  with  ftainss  of  yeruei) 
steep. 

Lzyi. 

Wherewith  enrag'd  she  fiercely  at  them  flew. 
And  with  her  fluuns  sword  about  her  layd, 
That  none  of  them  foule  mischiefis  could  eschew, 
But  with  her  dreadful!  strokes  were  all  dismayd : 
Here,  there,  and  eyery  where,  about  her  sway'd 
Her  wrathftill  Steele,  that  none  mote  it  abyde; 
And  eke  the  Redcrosse  knight  gaye  her  good  ayd, 
Ay  ioyning  foot  to  foot,  and  syde  to  syde  ; 
That  in  short  space  their  foes  they  haye  quite  terrify  de 


Lxvn. 


Ho,  whenas  all  were  put  to  shameftdl  flight. 

The  noble  Britomartis  her  arayd. 

And  her  bright  armes  about  luBr  body  dight ; 

For  nothing  would  she  longer  there  be  stayd, 

Whttre  BO  loose  life  and  so  ungentle  trade, 

Was  usd  of  knightes  and  ladies  seeming  gent : 

So,  earely,  ere  the  grosse  earthes  gryesy  lihade. 

Was  all  duperst  out  of  the  firmament. 

They  tooke  their  steeds,  and  forth  upon  their  ioumey  wadu 
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The  RedcTOsae  kniglit  to  Britonunt 

Dewribetfa  Aitegill : 
The  woodroua  mjnhoar,  hj  whkh  tho 

In  lore  with  him  did  UL 


Hbsb  hsTO  I  ouiae  in  men  inst  bhnne  to  find. 

That  in  their  proper  pniie  too  partiall  bee. 

And  not  indifferent  to  woman  kind. 

To  whom  no  ahare  in  armea  and  cberalree 

Tber  doe  impait,  ne  maken  memoree 

Of  Oieir  bmre  geitea  and  proweaae  martian : 

Searae  do  they  apaie  to  one,  or  two  or  three, 

Rowme  in  their  writtea;  jet  the  same  writin^r  email 

Doea  all  their  deedea  deSice,  and  dime  their  gkwiea  alL 


But  hf  x9o6>rd  of  intiqne  timea  I  finde 

That  women  wont  in  warrea  to  beare  most  swaj. 

And  to  all  neat  exploitea  themielrea  incUn'd, 

Of  which  thej  still  the  giilond  bore  awaj ; 

Till  enrions  men,  fearing  their  rules  decay, 

Gan  oojne  streight  lawes  to  curb  their  liberty : 

Yet,  sidi  they  warlike  armea  hare  laide  away, 

They  hare  exeeld  in  artea  and  poUicy, 

That  now  we  foolish  men  that  prayse  gin  eket'envy. 

Of  warlike  pnissamiee  in  agea  spent. 
Be  thoa,  iaire  Britomart,  whose  pnyae  I  wiyte ; 
But  of  all  wiaedom  be  thou  precedent, 
O  BOTenine  Queene  whoae  prayae  1  would  endyta, 
Endite  I  would  aa  dewtie  dom  excyte; 
But  ah!  my  rrmes  too  rude  and  rugged  arre, 
When  in  ao  hich  an  object  they  doe  lyte, 
And,  atriving  nt  to  make,  I  feare,  doe  marre: 
Thyselfe  thy  pnyMS  tdl,  and  make  them  knowen 
hm, 

nr. 

She,  triTeiling  with  Guyon,  by  the  way 

Of  sondry  thing^  (aire  purpose  gan  to'find, 

T'  abridg  their  ioumey  long  and  lingring  day : 

Mongst  which  it  fell  mto  that  Fairiea  mmd 

To  aske  this  Briton  Maid,  what  uncouth  wind 

Brought  her  into  those  paitea,  and  what  inquest 

Msde  Iter  dissemble  her  disguised  kind : 

Fairs  lady  she  him  seemd  like  lady  drest. 

But  fiurest  knight  alire  when  armed  was  her  brest 

Thereat  she  sighing  softly  had  no  powra 

To  speake  awhile,  ne  ready  answero  make ; 

But  with  hart-thrilling  throbs  and  bitter  stowre. 

As  if  she  had  a  ferer  ntt,  did  ouake. 

And  erery  daintie  limbe  with  oorrour  shake; 

And  erer  and  anone  the  rosy  red 

Flasht  through  her  face,  aa  it  bad  beene  a  flake 

Of  lightning  through  bright  heren  ftilmined : 

At  last,  the  poaaion  past,  she  thus  him  snswcred: 


"  Fmn  air,  I  let  yon  weete,  th«t  fima  tfw  howxe 

I  takm  was  fiuas  noorsca  tsnder  pap, 

I  hare  been  tnined  op  in  warlike  atowrsb 

To  toaaen  spcero  and  ahidd,  and  to  affir^ 

The  wartikeiyder  tohiamoatnuahap; 

Sithenee  I  loathed  hare  my  life  to  lead. 

As  ladiea  wont,  in  plensnrea  wanton  lap. 

To  finger  the  fine  needle  and  nyee  thread, 

Me  lerer  wen  with  point  of  foemans  spearebedead. 

vxx. 

'*  AH  my  delight  on  deedea  of  annes  is  aett. 

To  hnnt  out  perilles  and  adreotnns  hard. 

By  sea,  by  land,  whereso  they  mny  be  mett 

Onely  for  honour  and  for  high  regard. 

Without  respect  of  richeeae  or  reward  : 

For  such  intent  into  theee  partes  I  came, 

Withouten  compasse  or  withouten  card. 

Far  fro  my  natiTe  aoyle,  that  is  by  name 

The  Greater  Bxytayne,  here  to  aeeke  for  praise  and 


"  Fame  bksed  hath,  that  here  in  Faery  Lond 
Doe  many  &mou8  knightea  and  ladiea  wonnti. 
And  many  atrannge  adventnrea  to  bee  food, 
Of  which  great  worth  and  worahip  may  be  wonne  * 
Which  to  prore,  I  this  ropge  hsTe  begonne. 
But  mote  I  weet  of  yon,  right  courteous  knight, 
Tydings  of  one  that  hath  unto  me  donne 
Late  fonle  diahonour  and  reprochfull  spiirht, 
ThewhichI  8eektowi«ake,andAxtfaegJlhehight. 

IS. 

The  wotde  gone  out  she  backe  againe  would  call. 

As  her  repenting  so  to  hare  miaaayd. 

But  that  he,  it  uptsking  eie  the  fill. 

Her  ahortly  answered ;  "  Faire  martiall  majd« 

Certes  ye  missTised  beene  t'upbrayd 

A  gentle  knight  with  so  unknightly  blsme; 

For,  week  ye  well,  of  all  that  ever  playd 

At  tilt  or  tourney,  or  like  wailike  game. 

The  noble  Arthqgfall  hath  erer  home  the  nmiA. 

X. 

"  Forthy  great  wonder  were  it,  if  such  shame 
Should  erer  enter  in  his  bonntaoua  thought. 
Or  erer  doe  that  mote  deoerren  blsme : 
The  noble  corage  never  weeneth  ought 
That  may  unworthy  of  itaslfh  be  thought 
Therefore,  (aire  damaell,  be  ye  wdl  aware. 
Least  that  too  hm  ye  hsTe  your  sorrow  aoa^t  z 
You  and  3rour  oountiy  both  I  wish  welfios. 
And  honour  both ;  for  each  of  other  worthy 
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The  rojall  maid  woze  inly  wondroiia  glad. 

To  heare  ber  lore  so  big^hlj  magnifyde  3 

And  ioyd  that  erer  she  affixed  had 

Her  hart  on  knight  so  goodlj-glorifyde. 

However  finely  she  it  nind  to  hyde. 

The  loving  mother,  that  nine  monethes  did  bears 

In  the  deaiB  eloaett  of  her  painefnll  syde 

Her  tender  babe,  it  seeing  safe  appears. 

Doth  not  so  modi  reioyce  as  she  reioyced  theare. 


But  to  occasion  htm  to  farther  talke. 
To  feed  ber  hvmor  with  his  pleasing  sbrle. 
Her  list  in  stryfull  tennes  with  him  to  balke. 
And  thne  n|ilyde ;  "  However,  sir,  ye  fyle 
Yoor  eonrteona  ton^e  his  prayses  to  compyle, 
It  iU  beaeemes  a  kmght  of  gentle  sort, 
8aeh  as  ye  bave  him  boasted,  to  beguyle 
A  simple  maide,  and  worke  so  hatnons  tort, 
In  shsme  of  ks%hthood,  as  I  largely  can  report 


zni. 

"  Let  bee  therefore  my  vengeennce  to  disswade, 
And  read*  where  I  that  Faytoor  fidae  may  find/' 
**  Ah  I  but  if  reason  fidre  might  yon  perswade 
To  slaks  yonr  wrath,  and  moUi^  your  mind," 
Said  he,  "perhapa  ye  should  it  oetter  find  : 
For  haidie  thing  it  is,  to  weene  hj  might 
Thst  man  to  hard  conditions  to  bmd  ; 
Or  ever  hope  to  match  in  equall  fight, 
Whoae  prowesse  pangone  saw  never  living  wigbt« 


"  Ne  •oothlich  is  it  eaaie  for  to  xead 

Where  n9w  on  earth,  or  how,  he  may  be  fownd ; 

For  he  ne  wonneth  in  one  eerteine  stead, 

Bat  resdeese  walketh  all  the  world  arownd 

Ay  doing  thinges  that  to  his  fame  redownd, 

IMiMiding  ladies  cause  and  orphans  right, 

Whereso  ne  hesires  that  anv  doth  confownd 

Them  comibrtlesse  through  tyranny  or  might ; 

80  is  his  soveraine  honour  lusde  to  hevens  hi^ht." 


XVt 

His  feeKDg  wordes  her  feeble  sence  much  pleased, 

And  softly  suack  into  her  molten  hart : 

IIiBt,  that  is  inhr  hurt,  is  greatlv  eased 

With  hope  of  tning  that  may  aflegge  his  smart } 

TcT  plttsinff  wordes  are  like  to  magick  art. 

That  doth  m  charmed  snake  in  slomber  lay: 

Bach  secrete  eaee  felt  gentle  Britomart, 

Yst  Hst  the  same  efiforce  with  fiund  gainesay ; 

(80  diaehord  ofte  in  musick  makes tne  sweeter  lay;) 

XVI. 

Aad  snd  ;  "Sir  knight,  these  jdle  termes  forbears; 

Afld,  srth  it  as  uneath  to  find  bis  haunt. 

Tell  me  eosne  markes  by  which  he  may  appeare. 

If  ehsonee  I  mar  him  encounter  panvaunt ; 

For  perdy  one  shall  other  slay,  or  daunt : 

Whoi  shi|ie^  what  shield*  whst  annes,  what  steed, 

vhatstedd* 
Aad  whstso  else  bis  person  most  msy  vaunt  V 
All  which  tbe  Redcrosse  knight  to  point  ared, 
And  him  m  ereiie  port  before  her  lashioued. 


xvu. 

Vet  him  in  everie  part|before  she  knew, 
However  list  her  now  her  knowledge  fayne, 
Sith  him  whylome  in  Britayne  ahe  did  rew, 
To  her  leveued  in  a  mirrbour  playne  : 
Whereof  did  grow  her  first  engraned  payne, 
Whoae  root  and  stalke  ao  bitter  yet  did  taste. 
That,  but  the  fruit  more  sweetnes  did  oontayne. 
Her  wretched  dayes  in  dolour  ahe  mote  waste. 
And  yield  tbe  pray  of  love  to  lothsome  death  at  last 

zvni. 

By  atrannge  occasion  she  did  him  behold. 
And  much  more  straungely  gan  to  love  his  light, 
As  it  in  bookes  hath  written  beene  of  old. 
In  Deheubarth,  that  now  South-Wales  is  bight. 
What  time  Kin^  Ryenoe  laign'd  and  dealed  light. 
The  ^reat  magitien  Merlin  had  devia'd. 
By  his  deepe  science  and  hell-dreaded  might 
A  looking-glaase,  right  wondrously  aguis'd. 
Whose  vertues  through  thewyde  woridesoone  were 
solenmia'd. 

It  vertue  had  to  shew  in  perfect  sight 

Whatever  thing  was  in  the  world  oontmd, 

Betwixt  the  lowest  earth  and  hevens  hight. 

So  that  it  to  the  looker  appertaynd : 

Whatever  foe  had  wrought,  or  frend  had  fiiynd. 

Therein  discovered  was,  ne  ought  mote  pas, 

Ne  ought  in  secret  from  the  same  remajrnd ; 

Forthy  it  round  and  hollow  shaped  was, 

like  to  the  world  itseUe,  and  seemd  a  woxld  of  glas. 


Who  wonders  not, that  reades  so  wonderous  worke? 
But  who  does  wonder,  that  has  red  the  towre 
Wherein  th'Aegyptian  Pbao  lon^  did  lurke 
From  all  mens  vew,  that  none  might  her  discoure. 
Yet  she  might  all  men  vew  out  of  ber  bowre  1 
Great  Ptolomse  it  for  his  Lemans  sake 
Ybuilded  all  of  glasse,  by  magicke  powre. 
And  al  o  it  impregnable  did  make ; 
Yet,  when  his  love  was  false,  he  with  a  pease  it 
brake. 

XXX. 

Such  was  the  glassy  globe  that  Merlin  made. 
And  gave  unto  King  Kyence  for  his  nrd. 
That  never  foes  bis  Idngdome  might  mvade, 
But  he  it  knew  at  home  before  he  bard 
Tydings  thereof,  and  so  them  still  debar'd : 
It  was  a  famous  present  for  a  prince. 
And  worthy  worke  of  infinite  reward, 
That  treasons  could  bewray,  and  foes  convince : 
Happy  this  realms,  had  it  remayned  ever  since  1 

xxu. 

One  dsy  it  fortuned  fiiyre  Britomart 
Into  her  fathers  closet  to  repayre ; 
For  nothing  he  from  ber  reserved  nmrt, 
Being  his  onely  daughter  and  his  hayre ; 
Where  when  sue  baa  espyde  that  murhour  fayrt 
Herselfe  awhile  therein  she  vewd  in  vaine : 
Tho,  her  avising  of  the  vertuea  rare 
Which  thereof  spoken  were,  she  gan  againe 
Her  to  bethinks  of  that  mote  to  herselfe  pertaine. 
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Bat  aa  it  fiiDetih,  in  the  gendest  barts 

Imperious  Love  hath  highest  set  bis  throne. 

And  tyrannizeth  in  the  bitter  smarts 

Of  them,  that  to  him  baxome  are  and  prone : 

So  tboae^ht  this  mayd  (as  maydens  ose  to  done) 

Whom  fortune  for  ner  husband  would  allot; 

Not  that  she  lusted  after  any  one, 

For  she  was  pure  firom  blame  of  sinfuU  blott ; 

Yet  wist  her  life  at  last  must  lincke  in  that  same  knot. 


xxrr« 

Eftsoones  there  was  presented  to  her  eye 
A  comely  kn^^ht,  all  arm'd  in  complete  wise. 
Through  whose  bright  rentayle  lifted  up  on  bye 
His  manly  face,  that  did  his  foes  agrize 
And  firends  to  termes  of  gentle  truce  entize, 
Lookt  foorth,  as  Phoebus  face  out  of  the  east 
Betwixt  two  shady  mountaynes  doth  arise : 
Portly  his  person  was,  and  much  increast 
Through  his  heroicke  grace  and  honorable  gest 

xxy. 

His  crest  was  covered  with  a  couchant  hownd. 
And  all  his  armour  seemd  of  Antique  mould. 
But  wondrous  massy  and  assured  sownd. 
And  round  about  ^fretted  all  with  gold. 
In  which  there  written  was,  with  C3rphen  old, 
AduUe$  armet  tchidi  Arthegall  did  ictn : 
And  on  his  shield  enveloped  sevenfold 
He  bore  a  crowned  little  ermiHn, 
That  deckt  the  axore  field  with  her  fiiyre  pouldred 
sUn* 

XXVI. 

The  damiell  well  did  vew  his  personage. 
And  liked  well ;  ne  ftuthor  ftstrad  not. 
But  went  her  way ;  ne  her  unguiltj  age 
Did  weene,  nnwares,  that  her  unlucky  lot 
La^  hidden  in  the  bottome  of  the  pot : 
Or  hurt  unwist  most  daunger  doth  redound : 
But  the  &Ise  archer  which  that  arrow  ^ot 
So  slyly  that  she  did  not  feele  the  wound. 
Did  smyle  full  smoothly  at  her  weetlesse  wofuU 
Btound* 


Thenceforth  the  fether  in  her  lofW  crest. 

Ruffed  of  love,  gan  lowly  to  avaue; 

And  her  prowd  portaunce  and  her  princely  gest, 

With  which  she  earst  tryiimphed,  now  did  quaile : 

Sad,  solemne,  sowre^  and  full  of  fancies  ftade. 

She  woxe  ;  yet  wist  she  nether  how,  nor  why ; 

She  wist  not,  silly  mayd,  what  she  did  aile. 

Yet  wist  ahe  was  not  wdl  at  ease  perdy ; 

Yet  thought  it  was  not  love,  but  some  mel&noboly. 


So  soone  as  Night  had  with  her  pallid  hew 
Deiaste  the  beautie  of  the  shyninff  skye, 
And  refle  from  men  the  worfdes  desired  vew. 
She  with  her  nourse  adowne  to  sleepe  did  lye ; 
But  sleepe  full  hr  away  from  her  did  fly  : 
Instead  thereof  md  sig&es  and  sorrowes  deepe 
Kept  watch  and  ward  about  her  warily ; 
That  nought  ahe  did  but  wajle,  and  oflen  steepe 
Her  dainty  couch  with  tMoes  which  closely  she  did 
weepe. 


And  if  that  any  drop  of  dombring  rest 
Did  channoe  to  still  into  her  weary  sprigfat. 
When  feeble  nature  felt  betaelie  opprest, 
Streightway  with  dieomes,  and  with  frntastiek  ai^t 
Of  dieedfiul  things,  the  same  was  put  to  flight ; 
That  oft  out  of  her  bed  ahe  did  astart,  , 

As  one  widi  vew  of  ghasti^  feenda  alEright) 
Tho  gan  she  to  renew  her  f<nrBBer  smart. 
And  thinke  of  that  fiiyre  visage  writtoi  ip  her  hart. 


One  night,  when  ahe  was  tost  with  such  mrest. 
Her  aged  nourse,  whose  name  was  Glance  hight. 
Feeling  her  leape  out  of  her  loathed  nest. 
Betwixt  her  feeble  armes  her  quioklv  keight. 
And  downe  againe  in  her  warme  bed  her  dicht : 
"  Ah !  my  deare  daughter,  ah !  my  dearest  oraMl, 
What  uncouth  fit,"  nyd  ahe,  -  what  evill  plight 
Hath  thee  opprest,  and  with  sad  drearyhead 
Chaunged  thy  lively  cheare,  and  living  made  Aee 
dead? 


XXXI. 


"  For  not  of  nought  these  suddein  ghastly 
All  night  afllict  thy  natnrsD  repose : 
And  flJU  the  day,  whenas  thine  equall  peares 
Their  fit  disports  with  faire  delignt  doe  ehose^ 
Thou  in  dull  comers  doest  thyself  indoae  ; 
Ne  fastest  princes  pleasures,  ne  doest  spred 
Abroad  thy  fresh  youths  fayrest  flowre,  but  lose 
Both  leafe  and  frnite,  both  too  untimely  shed. 
As  one  in  wilfiill  bale  for  ever 


XXXII. 

<«  The  time  that  mortall  men  di«r  weaiy 

Do  lay  away,  and  all  wilde  beaates  do  rasC, 

And  eveiT  river  eke  his  course  foibearea^ 

Then  doth  this  wicked  evill  thee  infest. 

And  rive  with  thousand  throbs  thy  thrilled  bnal : 

Like  an  huge  Aetn'  of  deepe  eogmM  giyefe* 

Sorrow  is  heaped  in  thy  hollow  chest. 

Whence  fi>orth  it  breakes  in  sighee  and  anguiah  rjrie. 

As  smoke  and  sulphurs  mingled  with  oonfosed  stiyfik 


"  Ay  mel  how  much  I  feare  least  love  it  bee! 

But  if  that  love  it  be,  aa  sure  I  read 

By  knowen  aignea  and  paasjona  which  I  aee^ 

Be  it  worthy  of  thy  race  and  royall  aead. 

Then  I  avow,  by  tnis  most  sacred  head 

Of  my  dear  foster  childe,  to  ease  thy  griele 

And  win  thy  will :  therefore  away  aioe  dread : 

For  death  nor  daunger  from  thy  dew  reliefis 

Shall  me  debazre :  tdl  me,  thererore,  my  liefest  lidfet* 

XXXIV. 

So  having  sayd,  her  twixt  her  armes  twaine 

Shee  streightly  straynd,  and  colled  tenderly ; 

And  eveiT  trembling  ioynt  and  every  vaine 

Shee  sofUy  felt,  and  rubbed  busily. 

To  doe  the  frosen  cold  awa^  to  fly ; 

And  her  fiure  deawy  eies  with  kisses  dears 

Shee  ofte  did  bathe,  and  ofie  againe  did  dij  : 

And  ever  her  imp6rtund  not  to  fears 

To  let  the  secret  of  her  hart  to  her  mppmt%. 
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The  danudl  p«iiad ;  tad  then  Urns  feorfiiUj; 
'*  Ah!  nana,  what  needeth  thee  to  eke  my  ptjna? 
Is  not  enoufch  that  I  alooe  doe  dye, 
But  It  ma^  doubled  bee  with  death  of  twaine  1 
For  nought  for  me  but  death  there  doth  remaioe  1" 
**  O dauf htar  deaie,"  aaid  she,  " deepeire  no  whit; 
For  never  aore  bat  might  a  aaXre  obtaine: 
That  blinded  god,  which  hath  ye  blindly  emit, 
Ajiothar  acrow  hath  yoor  lorera  hart  to  hit," 


**  But  mine  is  not,"  qnoth  she,  **  like  other  wownd ; 
For  which  no  reason  ean  finde  remedy." 
**  Was  nerer  soch,  but  mote  the  like  befownd," 
Said  ahe  ;  "and  though  no  reason  may  ^ply 
Salre  to  your  sore,  yet  lore  can  higher  Btye 
Then  reMona  reach,  and  oft  hath  wonders  donne." 
**  Bat  neither  god  of  love  nor  god  of  skye 
Can  doe/*  said  she,  "  that  which  cannot  be  donoe." 
"  Things  oft  impossible/'  quoth  she,  "  seeme  eae 
begoone." 

xxxm. 

**  These  idle  wordes,"  said  she,  <*  doe  noogbt  aswage 
My  stabbome  smart,  but  more  annoiaunce  breed : 
For  no,  no  osnall  fire,  no  usosll  rage 
Vt  is,  O  noorse,  whidi  on  niy  life  doth  feed. 
And  sacks  the  blood  which  from  my  hart  doth  bleed. 
Bat  since  th^  fiuthfnll  sele  lets  me  not  byde 
My  crime,  (if  crime  it  be,)  I  will  it  reed. 
Nor  mince  nor  pere  it  is,  whose  lore  hath  gryde 
My  feeble  breat  of  late,  and  laonched  this  wound 
w^de. 


*'  Nor  man  h  is,  nor  other  living  wight ; 
For  then  some  hope  I  might  unto  me  draw ; 
Bnt  th*  only  shade  and  semblant  of  a  knight, 
Whose  shape  or  person  yet  I  nerer  saw, 
Hsch  me  snbiected  to  loves  cruell  law : 
The  same  one  day,  as  me  misfortune  led, 
I  ia  my  fathers  wondrous  mirrhour  saw. 
And,  pleased  with  that  seeming  eoodlyhed, 
Unw-ares  the  hidden  hooke  wiu  baite  I  swallowed  t 


it  btth  infixed  faster  hold, 
Whhtn  my  bleeding  bowells,  and  so  sore 
Now  isDcfclflth  in  this  same  ftaile  fleshly  mould. 
That  all  mine  entndles  flow  with  poisnous  gore. 
And  th'  nioer  groweth  daily  more  and  more ; 
Ne  can  my  riMuung  sore  finde  remedee, 
Other  than  my  hard  fortune  to  deplore. 
Am  languish  as  the  leafe  hXa  from  the  tree, 
1  <il  dssfUi  make  one  end  of  my  daies  and  miseree !" 

XL. 

**  Dsoglrtv/'  said  she,  "  what  need  ye  be  dismaydl 

Or  why  maka  ye  such  monster  of  your  minde  1 

Of  much  more  uncouth  thing  I  wss  affrayd: 

Of  filthy  lust,  contr4rv  unto  Idnde : 

Dot  this  afiTection  nothing  straunge  I  finde ; 

For  who  with  reason  can  you  aye  reprove 

To  love  the  semblaunt  nlessing  most  your  minde. 

And  yield  year  heart  whence  ye  cannot  remove! 

JIo  gmU  in  yoo^  but  in  the  tyranny  of  lore. 


xu. 

"  Not  so  th'  Arabian  Myrrhe  did  sett  her  mynd; 
Nor  so  did  Biblis  spend  her  pining  hart; 
But  lov'd  their  native  flesh  against  al  kynd, 
And  to  their  purpose  used  wicked  art: 
Yet  playd  Pasiphae  a  more  monstrous  part. 
That  lov'd  a  bull,  and  leamd  a  beast  to  bee ; 
Such  shamefull  lustea  who  loathe  not,  which  depart 
From  courae  of  nature  and  of  modeateel 
Swete  love  such  lewdnes  bands  from  his  fairs  com- 
panee. 

xui. 

"  But  thine,  my  deare,  (welfore  thy  heart,  mj  dears  f) 

Though  straunge  beginning  had,  yet  fixed  is 

On  one  thst  worthy  may  perhaps  f4)peare ; 

And  certes  seemes  bestowed  not  smis : 

loy  thereof  have  thou  and  etemall  blis  1" 

With  that,  upleaning  on  her  elbow  weake, 

Her  alablaster  brest  she  soft  did  Ids, 

Which  all  that  while  shee  felt  to  psnt  and  quake. 

As  it  an  earth-quake  were :  at  last  she  thus  bespake ; 

XLDf. 

"  Beldame,  your  words  doe  worke  me  Utle  ease ; 
For  though  my  lore  be  not  so  lewdly  bent 
As  those  ye  bume,  yet  may  it  nought  appease 
My  raging  smsrt,  ne  ought  my  flame  relent. 
But  rather  doth  my  belpelesse  griefe  ausment. 
For  they,  however  shamefull  and  unkincfo, 
Yet  did  possesse  their  horrible  intent: 
Short  end  of  sorrowes  they  therby  did  finde 
So  was  thoir  fortune  good,  though  wicked  were  their 
minde. 

xuv. 

'*  But  wicked  fortune  mine,  though  minde  be  good. 
Can  have  no  end  nor  hope  of  my  desire, 
But  feed  on  shadowes  whiles  1  die  for  food. 
And  like  a  shadow  wexe,  whiles  with  entire 
Aflection  I  doe  languish  and  expire. 
I,  fonder  then  Cephisus  foolish  chyld. 
Who,  having  vewed  in  a  foimtaine  shere 
Ilis  fkce,  was  with  the  love  thereof  beguyld ; 
I,  fonder,  love  a  shade,  the  body  far  exyld." 


XLV. 

"  Nought  like,"  quoth  shee ;  "for  that  same  wretched 

Was  of  himselfe  the  ydle  paramoure,  [boy 

Both  love  and  lover,  without  hope  of  ioy ; 

For  which  he  faded  to  a  watry  nowre. 

But  better  fortune  thine,  and  better  howre. 

Which  lov'st  the  shadow  of  a  warlike  knight; 

No  shadow,  but  a  body  hath  in  powre : 

That  body,  wheresoever  that  it  hght. 

May  learned  be  by  cyphers,  or  by  magicke  might. 

XL  VI. 

"  But  if  thou  may  with  reason  yet  represse 
llie  growing  evul,  ere  it  strength  have  gott. 
And  thee  abandond  wholy  do  possesse  ; 
Affsinst  it  strongly  strire,  and  yield  thee  nott 
Tu  thou  in  open  fielde  adowne  be  smott : 
But  if  the  passion  mayster  thy  fraile  miglit. 
So  that  needs  love  or  death  must  be  thy  lott. 
Then  I  avow  to  thee,  by  wrong  or  right 
To  compas  thy  deaire,  and  find  that  loved  knight.'* 


f     *^ 
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XLTII. 

Her  cbeaiefiill  words  mvch  cheard  the  feeble  spright 

Of  the  sicke  rirgin,  that  her  downe  she  layd 

In  her  wanne  bed  to  sleepe,  if  that  she  might ; 

And  the  old-woman  carefully  displayd 

llie  clothes  abont  her  round  with  busy  ayd ; 

So  that  at  last  a  litle  creeping  sleepe 

Surprizd  her  sence :  ahee,  therewith  well  apayd, 

The  dronken  lamp  down  in  the  oyl  did  steepe, 

And  sett  her  by  to  watch,  and  sett  her  by  to  weepe. 

ZLTXn. 

Enrely,  the  morrow  next,  before  that  Day 
His  ioyous  face  did  to  the  world  revele, 
lliey  both  uprose  and  tooke  their  ready  way 
Unto  the  church,  their  pniiers  to  appele, 
With  great  devotion,  and  with  litle  sele : 
For  the  faire  damzell  from  the  holy  herse 
Her  love^sicke  hart  to  other  thoughts  did  Steele  * 
And  that  old  dame  said  many  an  idle  Terse, 
Out  of  her  daughters  hart  fond  fancies  to  rererse. 

Retoumed  home,  the  royall  inlant  fell 
Into  her  former  fitt ;  for  why  ?  no  powre 
Nor  guidaunce  of  herselfe  in  her  did  dweO. 
But  th*  aged  nourse,  her  calling  to  her  bowre, 
Had  gathered  rew,  and  savine,  and  the  flowre 
Of  camphora,  and  calamint,  and  dill ; 
All  which  she  in  a  earthen  pot  did  poure, 
And  to  the  brim  with  coltwood  did  it  fill. 
And  many  drops  of  milk  and  blood  through  it  did 
spill. 


Then,  taking  thriae  three  heazes  from  off  her  head, 

Them  trebly  breaded  in  a  threefold  lace, 

And  round  about  the  |)ots  mouth  bound  the  thread  \ 

And,  after  having  whispered  a  space 

Certein  sad  worus  with  hollow  voice  and  bace, 

8hee  to  the  virgin  sayd,  thrise  sayd  she  itt ; 

"  Come,  daughter,  come ;  come,  spit  upon  my  &ce  \ 

Soitt  thrise  upon  me,  thrise  upon  me  spitt ; 

TV  uneven  nomber  for  this  buaines  is  most  fitt.*' 


XJ. 


That  sayd,  her  rownd  about  she  from  her  tumd, 

She  turned  her  contWuy  to  the  sunne ; 

Thrise  she  her  tumd  contrixr,  and  retuind 

All  c6ntrazy ;  for  she  the  rignt  did  shunne ; 

And  ever  what  she  did  was  straight  nndonne. 

So  thought  she  to  undoe  her  daughter*s  love : 

But  love,  that  is  in  eentle  brest  begonne, 

No  3rdle  charmes  so  lightly  may  remove  \ 

That  well  can  witnease,  wno  by  tryall  it  does  prove. 


Ula 


Ne  ought  it  mote  the  noble  mayd  avayle, 

Ne  alake  the  fury  of  her  crueU  flame. 

But  that  shee  still  did  waste,  and  still  did  wavle. 

That,  through  long  languoor  and  hut-burning  orame. 

She  ahortly  like  a  pyned  ghost  became 

Which  long  hath  waited  by  the  Stygian  strond  ; 

That  when  old  Glauoe  saw,  for  feare  least  blame 

Of  her  miscarriage  should  in  her  be  fond. 

She  wist  not  how  t*  amend,  nor  how  it  to  withstond. 


CANTO  III. 

Merlin  bewrayes  to  Britomart 

The  state  of  Arthegall : 
And  shewes  the  fiunous  progenvi 

Which  from  them  springen  shall. 


m. 


Mon  sacred  fyre,  that  bumest  mightily 
In  living  brests,  ykindled  first  above 
Emongst  th'  etemall  spheres  and  lamping  sky, 
And  thence  pourd  into  men,  which  men  call  Love  ; 
Not  that  same,  which  doth  base  affections  move 
In  brutish  mindes,  and  filthy  lust  inflame  ; 
But  that  sweete  fit  that  doth  true  beautie  love, 
And  choseth  Vertue  for  his  dearest  dame. 
Whence  spring  all  noble  deedes  and  never-dying 
fiime: 

n. 

Well  did  Antiquity  a  eod  thee  deeme. 
That  over  mortell  mindes  hast  so  ereat  might, 
To  order  them  as  best  to  thee  doth  seeme. 
And  all  their  actions  to  direct  aright : 
The  fatall  purpose  of  divine  foresight 
Thou  doost  effect  in  destined  descents, 
Throu§|h  deepe  impression  of  thy  secret  might. 
And  Btirredst  up  th'  heroes  high  intents, 
Which  the  late  world  admjrres  for  wondrous  moni 
ments* 


But  thy  dredd  dartes  in  none  doe  triumph  more, 
Ne  braver  proofe  in  any  of  thy  powre 
Shewd'st  thou,  then  in  this  it^rall  maid  of  yore. 
Making  her  seeke  an  unknowne  paramonre. 
From  &e  worlds  end,  through  many  a  bitter  stowre  ; 
From  whose  two  loynes  thou  afterwardes  did  rayve 
Most  famous  fruites  of  matrimoniall  bowre,  [prayse. 
Which  through  the  earth  have  spredd  their  living 
That  fiune  in  tromp  of  gold  etenuuly  displayes. 


lY. 


Begin  then,  O  my  dearest  sacred  dame. 
Daughter  of  Phoebus  and  of  Memotye, 
That  doest  ennoble  with  immortall  name 
The  warlike  worthies,  from  antiquitye. 
In  thy  great  volume  of  etemitye  : 
Begin,  O  Clio,  and  recount  from  henoe 
My  glorious  soveraines  goodly  Auncestrye, 
Till  that  by  dew  degrees,  and  lonff  pretense- 
Thou  have  it  lastly  brought  unto  om:  excelleno 
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Full  many  w«y<es  within  her  troubled  mind 
Old  GlsQC^  CMt  to  con  this  ladies  griefe ; 
Full  many  wayea  she  sought  bat  none  could  tind. 
Nor  herbea,  nor  cfaannes,  nor  counsel  that  is  chieia 
And  chotaest  med'cine  for  sick  harts  reliefe : 
Forthy  great  care  she  tooke,  and  ipeater  feare, 
Least  tbat  it  should  her  tnme  to  fowle  repriefe 
And  sore  reproch,  whenso  her  father  deare 
Should   of  nil  dearest  daughters  hard  misfortiine 
heare, 

TL 

At  last  she  her  arisde,  that  he  whieh  made 

That  mirrhour,  wherein  the  aicke  damoseU 

So  straungely  rewed  her  straunge  lorers  shade^ 

To  wtfet»  the  learned  Merlin,  wdl  could  tell 

Under  what  coast  of  hearen  the  man  did  dwell. 

And  by  what  means  his  lo^e  might  best  be  wrought : 

Far,  tnough  bevond  the  Airick  Ismael 

Or  tb*  Inman  Peru  be  were,  she  thought 

Him  fioth  thitmgh  infinite  endearour  to  bare  sought 


▼n. 

Forthwith  tbonsebrea  disguising  both  in  straonge 
And  base  attyre,  that  none  might  them  bewray. 
To  Maridunum,  that  is  now  li^  chaunge 
Of  name  Cayr-Merdin  cald,  they  tooke  their  way  : 
Them  the  wise  Merlin  whylome  wont  (they  say; 
To  male  bis  wonne,  low  underneath  the  ground. 
In  a  deepe  deWe,  farre  from  the  rew  of  day, 
Thatt>f  no  liring  wight  he  mote  be  found, 
^lienso  be  counsela  with  his  S|iright8  encompast 
lound* 

And,  if  4boa  erer  bappen  that  same  way 
To  trsreiU,  go  to  eee  that  dreadful  place-; 
It  is  an  bideooa  hollow  cave  (they  say) 
Vnda  a  rock  that  lyes  a  litle  space 
From  the  swift  Barry,  tombhng  downe  apace 
Enoagst  the  woody  hiOes  of  fjmeuowre : 
But  dare  thou  not,  I  charge,  in  any  race 
To  enter  into  tluit  same  Muefull  bowre, 
For  fesre  the  cruell  feendes  should  thee  unwaxes 
derowre: 

But  standing  high  aloft  low  lay  thine  eare, 
And  there  such  ghastly  noyse  of  yron  chaines 
Aad  brasen  eauorons  thou  shalt  rombling  heare, 
Which  tbousand  sprights  with  long  enduring  painea 
Doe  toese,  tfaat  it  willstonn  thy  feeble  braines ; 
Aod  oftentimes  great  grones,  and  grieTOus  stownds. 
When  too  boge  toile  and  labour  them  constraines ; 
Aad  oftentimee  loud  strokes  and  ringing  sowndes 
f wander  that  deepe  rock  most  honiblyrebowndes. 


The  csose,  aOBie  aay,  is  this  :  a  title  wbyle 
Befim  tbat  Merlin  dyde,  he  did  intend 
A  biaseu  waD  in  compas  to  oompyle 
AboBt  Caiiaardin,  and  did  it  commend 
Unto  theee  spfighta  to  bringto  perfect  end  • 
During  whifib  worke  the  Lady  of  the  Lake, 
Wbeoi  long  be  lorVi  fixr  him  m  hast  did  send  $ 
Wb^  tbarsoy  font  bis  workemen  to  forsake, 

tiU  his  retonmey  their  labour  not  to 


XI. 

In  the  mean  time  through  that  ftlse  ladies  tzahie 

He  was  surprisd,  and  buried  under  beaze, 

Ne  ever  to  nia  worke  retumd  againe : 

Nathlesse  those  feends  may  not  Uieir  worke  forbeaze^ 

So  greatly  his  oommandement  they  feare. 

But  there  doe  toyle  and  trareile  day  and  night, 

Untill  that  brasen  wall  they  up  doe  reare  * 

For  Merlin  had  in  magick  more  insight^ 

Then  erer  him  before  or  afier  living  wight  t 


For  be  by  wofdes  could  caU  out  of  the  »kj 

Both  sunne  and  moone,  and  make  them  bun  obey  ; 

The  land  to  sea,  and  sea  to  maineland  dry. 

And  darksom  night  he  eke  could  tume  to  day; 

Huse  hostes  of  men  he  could  alone  dismay. 

And  hostes  of  men  of  meanest  tfainges  could  fram^ 

Whenso  him  list  his  enimies  to  fray : 

That  to  this  day  for  terror  of  his  fame^ 

The  feendes  do  quake  when  any  him  to  them  doea 


And,  sooth,  men  aay  that  he  was  not  the  sonne 

Of  mortall  syre  or  other  Uring  wight, 

But  wondrously  begotten,  and  besonne 

By  false  illusion  of  a  guilefull  spnght 

On  a  fairs  lady  Nonne,  that  whuome  bight 

Matilda,  daughter  to  Pubidius 

Who  was  the  lord  of  Marthtraral  by  right. 

And  eoosen  unto  king  Ambrosius ; 

Whence  he  indued  was  with  skill  so  marreilous. 


ZI7. 

They,  bete  arriving,  staid  awhile  without, 
Ne  durst  adventure  rashly  in  to  wend, 
But  of  their  first  intent  gan  make  new  dout 
For  dread  of  daunger,  which  it  might  portend : 
Untin  the  hardy  mayd  (with  Love  to  nrend) 
Firat  entering,  the  oreadfull  Mage  there  fownd 
Deepe  busied  iMut  worke  of  wondrous  end. 
And  writing  straunge  chaiicters  in  the  grownd 
With  which  the  stubbome  feendes  he  to  his  servjco 
bownd. 

zv« 

He  nought  was  moved  at  their  entraunce  bold. 
For  of  £eir  comming  well  he  wist  afore  ; 
Yet  list  them  bid  their  businesse  to  unfold. 
As  if  ought  in  this  world  in  secrete  store 
Were  frran  him  hidden,  or  nnknowne  of  yore. 
Then  Glance  thus ;  '*  Let  not  it  thee  offend. 
That  we  thus  rashly  through  thy  darksom  dore 
Unwares  have  prest ;  for  either  fatall  end. 
Or  other  mightie  cause,  us  two  did  hether  send.' 


» 


zvi. 

He  bad  tell  on :  and  then  she  thus  began  ; 

**  Now  have  three  moones  with  borrowd  brothers  ligb 

Thrise  shiaed  fkire,  and  thrise  seemd  dim  and  wan, 

Sith  a  sore  eviU,  which  this  virgin  bright 

Toimenteth  and  doth  plonge  in  dolefuU  plight. 

First  rooting  tooke ;  but  what  thing  it  mote  bee. 

Or  whence  it  sprong,  I  cannot  read  aright : 

But  diis  I  read,  that,  but  if  remedee 

Thou  her  afford,  full  shortly  I  her  dead  shall  see.' 
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Therewith  th*enchaanter  softly  gan  to  smyle 
At  hsr  smooth  speeches,  weeting  inly  well 
That  she  to  him  dissembled  womanish  guyle, 
And  to  her  said ;  "  Beldame,  by  that  ye  tell 
More  neede  of  leach-crafte  hath  yonr  Damozell, 
Then  of  my  sldU :  who  helpe  may  have  elsewhere, 
In  raine  seekes  wonders  out  of  magick  spell/* 
Th'  old  woman  wox  half  blanck  those  wordes  to 

hears: 
And  yet  was  loth  to  let  her  pnipose  plaine  appeare; 

xvxn. 

And  to  him  said  ;  "  Yf  any  leaches  skill, 

Or  other  learned  meanes,  could  hare  redrest 

Tliis  my  dears  daughters  deepe-enmfFed  ill, 

Certes  I  should  be  loth  thee  to  molest : 

But  this  sad  evill,  which  doth  her  infest. 

Doth  course  of  naturall  cause  farre  exceed, 

And  housed  is  within  her  hollow  brest, 

That  either  seemes  some  cursed  witches  deed, 

Or  evUl  spright,  tiiatin  her  doth  such  torment  breed." 

XIX. 

The  wisard  could  no  lenger  beare  her  bord. 

But,  bursting  forth  in  laughter,  to  her  sayd  ; 

"  Glance,  what  needes  this  colourable  word 

To  cloke  the  cause  that  hath  itselfe  bewrsyd  ? 

Ne  ye,  fajrre  Britomartis,  thus  arayd, 

More  hidden  are  then  sunne  in  cloudy  veJe  ; 

Whom  thy  good  fortune,  baring  fate  obayd. 

Hath  hether  brought  for  succour  to  appele ; 

The  which  the  powres  to  thee  are  pleased  to  revele.*' 


xxin. 


The  doubtfull  mayd,  seeing  herselfe  descryde. 

Was  all  abasht,  and  her  pure  3ryory 

Into  a  cleare  ctlmation  suddeine  dyde  ; 

As  fayre  Aurora,  rysing  hastily, 

Doth  by  her  blushmg  tell  that  she  did  lye 

All  nignt  in  old  Tithonus  frozen  bed. 

Whereof  she  seemes  ashamed  inwardly  : 

But  her  olde  nourse  was  nought  dishartened. 

But  yanntage  made  of  that  which  Merlin  had  ared  ; 

XXI. 

And  sayd  ;  "  Btth  then  thou  knowest  all  our  griefe, 
(For  what  doest  not  thou  knowe  1)  of  grace  I  pray, 
Pitty  our  playnt,  and  yield  us  meet  reliefe !  *' 
With  that  the  prophet  still  awhile  did  stay. 
And  then  his  spinte  thus  ean  foorth  display  j 
"  Most  noble  rirgin,  that  by  iatall  lore 
Hast  leam'd  to  lore,  let  no  whit  thee  dismay 
The  hard  beginne  that  meetes  thee  in  the  dore, 
And  with  shaipe  fits  thy  tender  hart  oppresseth  sore : 

xxn. 

'*  For  BO  must  all  things  exceUent  begin ; 
And  eke  enrooted  deepe  must  be  that  tree. 
Whose  big  embodied  braunches  shall  not  hn 
Till  they  to  herens  hight  forth  stretched  bee. 
For  from  thy  wombe  a  famous  progenee 
Shall  spring  out  of  the  anncient  Trojan  blood, 
Which  shall  reyive  the  sleeping  memoree 
Of  those  same  Antique  peres,  the  heyena  brood. 
Which  Greeke  and  Asian  riyers  stayned  with  their 

blnnd. 


"  Renowmed  kings,  and  sacred  emperourt. 
Thy  firuitAill  offspring,  shall  from  thee  descend ; 
Brave  captaines,  and  most  mighty  warriours. 
That  shall  their  conquests  through  all  lands  extend, 
And  their  decayed  kingdomes  shall  amend  : 
The  feeble  Britons,  brokeo  with  lons^  warrSt 
The^  shall  upreare,  and  mightily  defend 
AgaiDst  their  forren  foe  that  commes  from  farre. 
Till  oniyersall  peace  compound  all  ciriU  iaire. 

xxnr. 

**  It  was  not,  Britotnart,  thy  wandxing  eye 
Glaunciug  unwares  in  charmed  lookiog-glas. 
But  the  streight  course  of  heyenly  destiny, 
Led  with  Etemall  Providence,  that  has 
Guyded  thy  glannoe,  to  bring  his  wiU  to  pas  : 
Ne  is  thy  nte,  ne  is  thy  fortune  ill. 
To  love  the  prowest  knight  that  ever  was : 
Therefore  submit  thy  waves  unto  his  will, 
And  doe,  by  all  dew  meanes,  thy  destiny  AilfilL* 


xxv. 


"  But  read,*'  said  Glance,  *'  thou  magitian, 
Wliat  meanes  shall  she  out-seeke,  or  what  waies  take  1 
How  shall  she  know,  how  shall  she  finds  the  man  ? 
Or  what  needes  her  to  toyle,  sith  fiites  can  make 
Way  for  themselves  their  purpose  to  pertake  \" 
Then  Merlin  thus  ;  "  Indeede  the  fates  are  firme, 
And  may  not  shrinck,  though  all  the  world  do  shake : 
Yet  ought  mens  good  endevours  them  confinne. 
And  guyde  the  heavenly  causes  to  their  constant 
tenne. 

ZXVb 

"  The  man,  whom  heavens  have  ordaynd  to  bee 
The  spouse  of  Britomart,  is  Arthegall : 
He  wonneth  in  the  land  of  Fayerae, 
Yet  is  no  Fary  borne,  ne  aib  at  all 
To  Elfes,  but  sprong  of  seed  terrestriall, 
And  whylome  by  fuse  Faiies  stolen  away, 
Whyles  yet  in  infant  cradle  he  did  crall  j 
Ne  other  to  himselfe  is  knowne  this  day. 
But  that  he  by  an  £lfe  was  gotten  of  a  Fay  : 

xxyn. 

"  But  sooth  he  is  the  sonne  of  Oorlois, 
And  brother  unto  Cador,  Cornish  kin^ ; 
And  for  his  warlike  feates  renowmed  ui. 
From  where  the  day  out  of  the  sea  doth  spring, 
Untill  the  closure  of  the  evening  : 
From  thence  him,  firmely  bound  with  faithfnll  band. 
To  this  his  native  soyle  thou  backe  shalt  bring. 
Strongly  to  ayde  his  countrey  to  withstand 
Ihe  powre  of  forreine  pajrnims  which  iavado  tlij 
laud. 

xxym. 

'*  Great  ayd  thereto  his  mighty  puissannoe 

And  dreaded  name  shall  give  in  ^t  sad  day ; 

Where  also  proofs  of  thy  prow  valiaunce 

Thou  then  snalt  make,  t  increase  thy  lover's  pray  : 

Long  time  ye  both  in  armes  shall  brare  great  »way. 

Till  thy  wombea  burden  thee  from  them  do  call. 

And  his  last  fate  him  from  thee  take  away ; 

Too  rathe  cut  off  by  practise  criminall 

Of  secrete  foes,  that  him  shall  mak^  in  mischiefe  GiIL 
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•*  With  ifaee  jet  ihan  be  Imtb,  for 

Of  bis  Ute  pucsaunce,  bis  jmage  dead, 

Fhat  UTingbim  in  all  actinty 

To  tbee  aball  represent :  be,  from  tbe  bead 

Of  bis  oooacn  Constantiiis,  witboot  dread 


Sball  take  tbe  croinie  tbat  was  bis  fiithers  rigbt. 
And  tbsfrevitb  crowne  bimaelfe  in  tb'  otbera  stead : 
Then  sball  be  tasew  fortb  witb  dreadfnU  migbt 
4g^in«t  bifl  Saxott  ibea  in  bloody  field  to  figbt 


•*  like  as  a  ^on  tbat  in  drowsie  eare 

Hatb  long  time  alept,  bimaeUe  bo  aball  be  abake ; 

And,  comming  fortb,  aball  ipred  bis  banner  brave 

Over  tbe  troubled  aoutb,  tbat  it  sball  make 

11j«  warlike  Martians  for  feare  to  quake  : 

Tbme  ahall  be  figbt  witb  tbem,  and  twise  sball  win ; 

But  tbe  tbird  time  aball  &yre  accordannce  make : 

And,  if  be  tben  witb  victorie  can  lin, 

lie  sbill  bis  dayes  witb  peace  bring  to  bis  eartbly  in. 


**  His  soaae,  bigbt  Vortipore,  aball  bim  suooeede 

la  Idngdome,  Imt  not  in  felicity : 

Yet  aball  be  kmg  time  warre  witb  bappy  speed 

Aad  witb  gnat  bonour  many  batteills  try ; 

Bat  at  tbe  last  to  tb*  importunity 

Of  froward  foctone  aball  be  forst  to  yield : 

But  bis  aoime  Malgo  sball  full  migbtily 

Avenge  bia  fiktbers  losse  witb  speare  and  abield, 

And  Us  prood  foes  discomfit  in  victonous  field* 


"  BthM  tbe  man !  and  tell  me,  Britomart, 
If  ay  more  goodly  creature  tbou  didst  seel 
How  like  a  ^ry^nnt  in  eacb  manly  ^art 
B««na  be  bunielfo  witb  portly  maiestee. 
That  one  of  tb'  old  beroes  seemea  to  bee  I 
He  tbe  six  islands,  comprovinciall 
In  aundent  times  unto  great  Britainee, 
Shall  to  tbe  same  reduce,  and  to  bim  caII 
Their  soodiy  kings  to  do  tbeir  bomage  severall. 

xzxzu. 

"  AH  wbtcb  bis  Sonne  Careticns  awbile 
Shall  weU  defend,  and  Saxons  powre  suppresse ; 
Untill  a  atratmger  king,  from  unknowns  soyle 
Ainvittg,  bim  witb  multitude  oppresse ; 
Great  Gonnond,  bavin?  witb  buge  migbtinesse 
iielaod  sobdewd,  and  uerein  fixt  bis  tbrone. 
Like  a  swift  otter,  fell  througb  emptinesae, 
Shall  ovemwim  tbe  sea  with  many  one 
Of  bis  Norveyiea,  to  assist  tbe  Britons  fone. 

ZXXTV* 

*  He  fe  bis  fbrie  all  aball  over-nmne, 
Aad  boly  cbnrcb  witb  fiutblesse  bandes  define. 
Thai  tby  aed  people,  utbearij  fordonne, 
Mian  to  tbe  ntmost  mountaioes  fly  apace :  - 
Wsa  oeTcr  so  great  waste  in  any  place, 
>or  so  fbwle  outntte  doen  by  Uving  men ; 
For  all  tby  cictiea  tbey  ahall  sacke  and  race, 
And  tbe  greens  |rBase  tbat  growetb  tbey  sball  bren, 
tba  wude  beast  shall  dy  in  starred  den. 


"  Wbilea  tbna  thy  Britons  doe  in  hnguonr  pme, 

Proud  Etbeldred  sball  from  tbe  north  arise, 

Serving  tb'  ambitioua  will  of  Augustine, 

And,  passing  Dee,  witb  hardy  enterprise 

Shall  oacke  repulse  tbe  valiaunt  Brockwell  twise, 

And  Bangor  witb  maasdcred  martyrs  fill ; 

But  the  Uiird  time  aball  row  bis  fool-hardiae : 

For  Cadwan,  pittying  bis  peoples  ill, 

Shall  stoutly  bim  defeat,  and  thousand  Saxons  kill* 


"  But,  after  bim,  Cadwallin  migbtOy 

On  bia  sonne  Edwin  all  thoae  wrongs  sbsU  wreake; 

Ne  sball  avails  tbe  wicked  aorceiy 

Of  fabe  Pellite  his  purposes  to  breaks, 

But  him  shall  slay,  and  on  a  gallowes  bleak 

Shall  give  tb'  encnaunter  his  unhappy  hire : 

Then  shall  the  Britons,  late  dismayd  and  weake. 

From  their  long  vassallage  gin  to  respire, 

And  on  their  Paynim  foes  avenge  their  ranckled  in. 

XXXVIZ. 

"  Ne  shall  be  yet  bis  wrath  mitigate, 

Till  both  tbe  sonnea  of  Edwin  be  have  alayno, 

Ofiricke  and  Osricke,  twinnea  unfortunate, 

Both  slaine  in  battaile  upon  Laybume  playne« 

Together  witb  the  Kin^  of  Louthiane, 

Hight  Adin,  and  the  Kmg  of  Orkeny, 

Both  ioynt  partakers  of  their  fiitall  payne ; 

But  Penda,  fearefull  of  like  desteney. 

Shall  yield  himaelfe  his  liegeman,  and  sweare  fealtj  • 


<*  Him  aball  be  make  his  fatall  instntment 
T'  aflUot  the  other  Saxona  nnsubdewd : 
He  marching  forth  with  fury  inaolent 
Against  the  good  King  Oswald,  who  indewd 
With  heavenly  powre,  and  bv  angels  reskewd. 
An  holding  crosses  in  their  nands  on  bye. 
Shall  him  defeate  witbouten  blood  imbrowd  : 
Of  which  that  field  for  endlease  memory 
Shall  Hevenfield  be  cald  to  all  posterity* 

XZXIZ. 

*'  Whereat  Cadwallin  wroth  sball  forth  iasew. 
And  sn  huge  hosts  in  Northumber  lead, 
With  which  he  eodly  Oswald  ahall  subdew, 
And  crowne  wiUi  martiredome  bia  sacred  head : 
Whose  brother  Oswin,  daunted  with  like  dread. 
With  price  of  silver  sball  his  kingdome  buy ; 
And  Penda,  seeking  him  adowne  to  tread. 
Shall  tread  adowne,  and  doe  him  fowly  dye; 
But  ahall  with  gifts  his  lord  Cadwallin  pacify* 


"  Tben  aball  Cadwallin  die ;  and  tben  tbe  raine 

Of  Britona  eke  with  him  attonce  absll  dye ; 

Ne  shall  the  good  Cadwallader,  with  peine 

Or  powre,  be  hable  it  to  remedy. 

When  the  full  time,  prefixt  by  destiny. 

Shall  be  expird  of  Britons  regiment : 

For  heven  itselfe  shall  their  successe  envy. 

And  them  with  plagues  and  murrins  pestilent 

Consume,  till  all  their  warlike  puisaaunce  be  apent. 
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xu. 


"  Yet  ifter  tU  these  sorrowes,  and  huge  bflli 
Of  dyinr  people,  during  eight  yeares  speoe, 
Cadwelbaer,  not  jieldms  to  hie  ills. 
From  Armorieke,  where  long  in  wretched  caoe 
He  liy'd,  retourning  to  his  natiTe  place, 
Shal  he  my  Tision  stside  fiom  his  mtent : 
For  th'  heerens  haye  decreed  to  displace 
The  Britons  for  their  sinnes  dew  punishment. 
And  to  the  Saxons  o?er-giTe  their  gOTemment. 


xui. 

**  Then  woe,  and  woe,  and  ereilasting  woe^ 
Be  to  the  Briton  bahe  that  shal  he  borne 
To  lire  in  thraldom  of  his  fathers  foe  I 
Late  kinff ,  now  captive ;  late  lord,  now  forlome ; 
The  worlds  reproeo  ;  the  cmell  rictors  scome ; 
Banisht  from  princely  howre  to  wasteful  wood  I 
O  !  who  shall  helpe  me  to  lament  and  moume 
The  royall  seed,  the  4ntique  Trogan  blood, 
Whose  empire  longer  here  then  ever  any  stood  I" 

xutu 

The  damxeU  was  fhll  deepe  empassioned 

Both  for  his  griefe,  and  for  her  peoplea  sake. 

Whose  future  woes  so  plaine  he  faanioned  ; 

And  sighing  sore,  at  length  him  thus  hespake ; 

*'  Ah  !  but  will  beyens  fxry  never  slake, 

Nor  yengeaunce  huge  relent  itselfe  at  last  t 

Will  not  long  misery  late  mercy  make, 

But  shall  their  name  for  ever  bie  defiMte 

And  quite  from  off  the  earth  their  memoiy  be  laste  V 


XLvn. 

"  Tet  ahall  a  third  hotii  these  and  thine  snbdew : 
There  shall  a  lion  from  the  seapbord  wood 
Of  Neustria  come  roring,  with  a  crew 
Of  bnngry  whelpes,  his  battailous  hold  brood. 
Whose  ciawes  were  newly  dipt  in  cruddy  blood. 
That  from  the  Daniske  Tyrsnts  head  shall  rend 
Th' usurped  crowne,  as  it  that  he  were  wood, 
And  the  spoUe  of  the  countroy  conquered 
Emongst  his  young  onea  ahall  divide  with  bountyhed. 


xxjy. 


•• 


NajT  but  the  terme,"  said  he,  "  is  limited. 
That  in  this  thraldome  Britons  shall  abide ; 
And  the  iust  revolution  measured 
That  they  as  straungers  shal  be  notifide  : 
For  twise  fowre  hundreth  yeares  shal  be  supplide. 
Ere  they  to  former  rule  restored  shal  bee. 
And  their  imp6rtune  fates  all  satisfide : 
Yet,  during  tnis  their  most  obscuritee, 
Their  beames  shall  ofte  breake  forth,  that  men  them 
fiiire  may  see. 

XLV. 

**  For  Bhodoricke,  wbose  surname  shal  be  Greet, 
Shall  of  himselfe  a  brave  ensample  shew. 
That  Saxon  kings  his  friendship  shall  intreat ; 
And  Howell  Dha  shall  goodly  well  indew 
The  salvage  minds  with  skill  of  iust  snd  trew  : 
Then  Grinyth  Conan  also  shall  upreare 
His  dreadea  head,  and  the  old  aparkes  renew 
Of  native  cora^,  that  his  foes  stiall  feaie 
Least  back  agame  the  kingdom  he  from  them  should 
beare, 

XLVI. 

'*  Ne  ahall  the  Saxons  selves  all  peaceably 

Enioy  the  crowne,  which  they  from  Britons  wonne 

First  ill,  and  after  ruled  wickedly: 

For,  ere  two  hundred  yearea  be  fiill  ontronne. 

There  shall  a  raven,  far  from  rising  sunne, 

With  his  wide  wing^  upon  them  fiercely  fly, 

And  bid  his  fidthlesse  cnickens  ovenonne 

The  frnitfuU  plaines,  and  with  fell  cruelty 

In  their  avenge  tread  downe  the  victors  surquedry. 


"  Tho,  when  the  tenne  is  fhll  aecompltshid. 
There  shall  a  sparke  of  fire,  which  hath  longwhile 
Bene  in  his  ashea  laked  up  and  hid. 
Bee  freshly  kindled  in  the  fruitfull  ile 
Of  Mona,  where  it  lurked  in  exile ; 
Which  shall  breake  forth  into  bright  burning  flame. 
And  reach  into  the  house  that  bearea  Uie  stile 
Of  royall  maiaaty  and  soveraine  name : 
So  ahall  the  B(nton  blood  their   orowne   againe 
redaime. 


"  Thenceforth  etemall  union  shall  be  made 
Betweene  the  nations  different  afore. 
And  sacred  peace  ahall  lovingly  persuade 
The  warlike  minds  to  leame  her  goodly  lore, 
And  civile  armea  to  exercise  no  more : 
Then  shall  a  royall  virgin  laine,  which  shall 
Stretch  her  white  rod  over  the  Belgicke  shore. 
And  the  great  castle  smite  so  sore  withall, 
That  it  ahall  make  him  ahake,  and  ahortly  learn  to 
ftU: 


"  But  yet  the  end  is  not**— There  Meriin  atayd, 
As  overoomen  of  the  spirites  powre, 
Or  other  ghastly  spectacle  dinnayd. 
That  secretly  he  saw,  yet  note  discourse : 
Which  sudtiein  fitt  and  halfe  extatick  stoure 
When  the  two  fearefuU  wemen  saw,  they  grew 
Greatly  confused  in  behaveoure : 
At  last,  the  fury  past,  to  former  hew 
He  tumd  agaue,  and  chearfull  looks  as  earst  did 
ahew. 

Then,  when  themselves  they  well  instructed  had 
Of  all  that  needed  them  to  oe  inquird. 
They  both,  conceiving  hope  of  comfort  glad. 
With  lighter  hearts  unto  their  home  retira ; 
Where  they  in  secret  couosell  close  conspird. 
How  to  effect  so  hard  an  enterprise, 
And  to  poasesse  the  purpose  they  desird : 
Now  this,  now  that,  twixt  them  they  did  devise. 
And  diverse  plots  did  frame  to  maske  in  atranire 
disguise. 

lh. 

At  last  the  nonrae  in  her  fooUhardy  wit 
Conceiy'd  a  bold  devise,  and  thus  bespake ; 
"  Daughter,  I  deeme  that  counsel  aye  most  fit. 
That  of  the  time  doth  dew  advauntage  take  : 
Ye  see  that  good  king  Uther  now  doth  make 
Strong  warm  upon  the  Pajntm  brethren,  hight 
Octa  and  Oia,  whome  hee  lately  brake 
Beside  Cayr  Verolame  in  victorious  fight. 
That  now  aU  Britany  doth  bume  in  armea  bright. 
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un. 

**  Tlat  tberefoTB  nought  our  passage  may  empeacb. 

Let  iia  m  feigned  annea  ourwlrea  disguise. 

And  oar  wedke  hands  (need  makea  good  sehollen) 


The  dreaditd  spears  and  shield  to  exercise : 
Ne  e«tes»  daoehter,  that  same  warlike  wise, 
I  weene»  would  roa  meaeeme ;  for  ye  beene  tsll 
And  larre  of  Izmoe  t*  atebiere  an  hard  emprise ; 
Ne  ought  ye  want  hut  skil,  which  practise  small 
Win  hring,  and  ahoztly  malLe  you  a  mmyd  martialL 

UT. 

**  And,  sooth,  it  onp;ht  your  coraffe  much  inflame 

To  heare  so  often,  m  that  royall  nous. 

From  whence  to  none  inferior  ye  came, 

Bards  tell  of  many  wemen  ralorous. 

Which  hsTO  full  many  feats  sdrenturous 

Peffcn&*d,  in  poragone  of  proudest  men : 

The  bold  Bunauca,  whose  yictorioos 

Eacployu  made  Rmne  to  quske ;  stout  Guendolen ; 

•*  **'*',  J  and  redoubted  Emmilen ; 


1.T, 

**  And,  thai  which  more  then  all  the  rest  may  sway, 
Late  dayea  enssmple,  which  these  eies  beheld : 
In  the  bat  field  before  MeneTia, 
Whidi  Uther  with  those  forrein  Pagans  held, 
I  saw  a  Saxon  rirgin,  the  which  feld 
Great  Ulfin  thrise  upon  the  blood^r  playne ; 
And,  had  not  Candos  her  hand  withheld 
From  raah  rerenge,  she  hsd  him  surely  slayne  j 
Yet  Caiadoa  himaelfe  from  her  escapt  with  payne." 


"  Ah !  read,"  quoth  Brttomart,  *<  how  ia  she  hight?*' 

" Fsyre  Angela,"  quoth  she,  "men  do  her  call, 

No  wUt  lesse  fityrs  then  terrible  in  fight: 

ffike  hath  the  leading  of  a  martiall 

And  migfatie  people,  dreaded  more  then  all 

The  other  Sexons,  wbich  doe,  for  her  sake 

And  lore,  themselrea  of  her  name  Anglst  calL 

Thenibiv,  Cure  infimt,  her  ensample  make 

Uato  diyielfe»  and  eqoaU  eorage  to  thee  take." 

ITII. 

Her  harty  wotdee  so  deepe  into  the  mynd 
Of  ^  joong  damsell  sunke,  that  great  desire 
O:'  waruke  annea  in  her  forthwith  Sbey  tynd, 
And  generous  stout  eours^  did  inspyre, 
That  she  raaoWd,  unweetmg  to  her  syn, 
AdYcntVona  knighthood  on  nerselfe  to  don  ; 
And  covnaeld  with  her  nourse  her  msides  at^rn 
To  tunie  into  a  massy  habergeon ; 
had  ltd  her  all  things  put  in  xeacUneis  anon. 


Th'  old  woman  nought  that  needed  did  omit; 

But  all  thinges  did  conveniently  purray. 

It  fortuned  (so  time  their  tume  aid  fitt) 

A  bsnd  of  Britons,  ryding  on  forrsy 

Few  dayes  before,  had  gotten  a  great  pray 

Of  Saxon  goods ;  amongst  the  which  wss  seene 

A  goodly  armour,  and  full  rich  aray, 

Which  long'd  to  Angela,  the  Saxon  queene. 

All  firetted  round  wiUi  gold  and  goodiy  wel  beseene. 

lAX. 

The  same,  with  all  the  other  ornaments, 
King  Ryence  caused  to  be  hanged  by 
In  his  chiefe  church,  for  endlesse  moniments 
Of  his  successe  and  ^ladfuU  victory : 
Of  which  herselfe  ansing  readilv. 
In  th'  evening  late  old  Glsuce  tnether  led 
Faire  Britomart,  and,  tbat  same  armory 
Downs  taking,  her  therein  appareled 
Well  as  she  might,  and  with  brave  bauldrick  gar- 
nished. 

LX. 

Beside  those  armes  there  stood  a  migbtie  speare, 
Which  Bladud  made  by  magicke  art  of  yore, 
And  usd  the  same  in  batteiU  aye  to  beare ; 
Sith  which  it  had  beene  here  preserved  in  store. 
For  his  great  virtues  proved  long  afore ; 
For  never  wight  so  fast  in  sell  could  sit. 
But  him  perforce  unto  the  ground  it  bore : 
Both  speare  sbe  tooke  and  shield  which  bong  by  it; 
Both  speare  and  shield  of  great  powre,  for  her  pur- 
pose fit. 

LXI. 

Thus  when  she  had  the  virgin  sll  arayd. 
Another  hamesse  which  did  hang  thereby 
About  herselfe  she  digbt,  tbat  the  yong  mayd 
She  might  in  equall  armes  accompany. 
And  as  her  squyre  attend  her  carefully : 
Tho  to  their  readv  steedes  tbey  clombe  full  light ; 
And  through  back  waies,  that  none  might  them  espy, 
Covered  with  secret  cloud  of  silent  night. 
Themselves  they  forth  convaid,  and  passed  forward 
right. 

ixn. 

Ke  rested  they,  till  that  to  Faery  Loud 
Tbey  came,  as  Merlin  them  directed  late: 
Where,  meeting  with  thisRedcrosse  knight,  she  fond 
Of  diverse  thinges  discourses  to  dilate. 
But  most  of  Arthegall  and  his  estate. 
At  last  their  waves  so  fell,  that  they  mote  part: 
Then  each  to  other,  well  affectionate 
Friendship  professed  with  unfained  hart* 
The  Redcroaaa  knight  diverst;  but  forth  rode  Bri- 
tomaiti 


I4t 


THE  FAERU;  QU££N£. 


[Book  III. 


CANTO  IV. 

Bold  Marine]]  of  Britomul 
Is  throwne  oq  tlie  Rich  Strond : 

Faire  Florimell  of  Arthur  is 
Long  followed,  Imt  not  fond. 


Whirs  ii  the  intiqne  glory  now  ])eeome. 
That  whylome  wont  in  wemen  to  appearet 
Where  tie  the  braye  atchievements  doen  by  some? 
Where  be  the  batteilleB,  where  the  shield  and  speare, 
And  all  the  conquests  which  them  high  did  reare« 
That  matter  made  for  fimious  poets  yerse. 
And  boastful]  men  so  oft  abasnt  to  hears  ? 
Beene  they  all  dead,  and  laide  in  dolefuU  herse? 
Or  doen  they  onely  aleepe,  and  sliall  againe  reverae  1 

n. 

If  they  be  dead,  then  woe  is  me  therefore ; 

But  if  they  sleepe,  O  let  them  soone  awalie ! 

For  all  too  long  I  bume  with  enry  sore 

To  heare  the  warlike  feates  which  Homere  spake 

Of  bold  Penthesilee,  which  made  a  lake 

Of  Greeldsh  blood  so  ofte  in  Trojan  plaine ; 

Bat  when  I  reade,  how  stout  Debora  strake 

Proud  Sisera,  and  how  CamiU'  hath  slaine 

The  huge  Orsiloohus,  I  swell  with  great  disdaine. 

m. 

Yet  these,  and  all  that  els  had  puissaunoe, 

Cannot  with  noble  Britomart  compare, 

Aswell  for  glorie  of  great  yaliaunce. 

As  for  pure  chastitee  and  yertue  rare. 

That  all  her  goodly  deedes  doe  well  declare. 

Well  worthie  stock,  firom  which  the  branches  sprong 

That  in  late  yearee  so  faire  a  Uossome  hare. 

As  thee,  O  qneene,  the  matter  of  my  song. 

Whose  lignage  firom  this  lady  I  denye  along  I 

vr. 

Who  when,  through  apeaches  with  the  Redcrosse 
She  learned  had  th  estate  of  Artbegall,         [knight. 
And  in  each  point  herselfe  informd  aright, 
A  friendly  learue  of  loye  perpetuaU 
She  with  him  bound,  and  conge  tooke  withalL 
Then  he  forth  on  his  ioumey  did  proceede. 
To  seeke  adyentures  which  mote  nim  befall, 
And  win  him  worship  through  his  warlike  deed. 
Which  alwaies  of  his  pames  he  made  the  ohie&st 
meed; 


But  Britomart  kept  on  her  former  course, 
Ne  eyer  dofte  her  annes ;  but  all  the  way 
Grew  pensiye  through  that  amorous  discourse, 
By  which  the  Redcroese  knight  did  earst  dispby 
tier  loyers  shape  and  cheyamms  aray : 
A  thousand  thoughts  she  fashiond  in  her  mind ; 
And  in  her  feigmng  fande  did  pourtray 
Him,  such  as  fittest  she  for  loye  could  find, 
Wise,  waxlikA  peraonable,  courteous,  and  kind. 


With  snch  aelfe-pleaiing  thoughts  her  wound  she 

fedd,  ; 

And  thought  so  to  beguile  her  grieyous  smart ; 
But  so  her  smart  was  much  more  grieyous  brecld. 
And  tLe  deepe  wound  more  deep  engorgd  her  hart. 
That  nought  but  death  her  dolour  mote  depart. 
So  forth  She  rode,  without  repose  or  rest. 
Searching  all  lands  and  each  remotest  part. 
Following  the  guydance  of  her  blinded  guest. 
Till  that  to  the  sea-coast  a\  length  she  her  addresL 


▼n. 


There  she  alighted  from  her  light-foot  beast. 

And,  sittiuK  Sown  upon  the  rooky  shore, 

Badd  her  old  squyre  unlace  her  lofty  creaat  : 

Tho,  haying  yewa  awhile  the  surges  bore 

That  gainst  the  craggy  clifts  did  u>udly  rore, 

And  in  their  raging  surquedry  disdaynd 

That  the  ftst  evth  afirunted  uem  so  sore, 

And  their  deyouring  coyetize  restraynd. 

Thereat  die  sighed  deepe,  and  aflar  uius  complaynd : 

Till. 

**  Huge  sea  of  sorrow  and  tempestuous  griefej 
Wherein  my  feeble  barke  is  tossed  long 
Far  firom  tlie  hoped  hayen  of  reliefe. 
Why  doe  thy  cruel  billowes  beat  so  strong. 
And  thy  moyst  mountaines  each  on  others  throng, 
Threatning  to  swaUow  up  my  fearefuU  lyfe  T 
O,  doe  thy  cruell  wrath  and  spightfull  wrong 
At  length  allay,  and  stint  thy  stormy  strife. 
Which  in  these  troubled  bowels  nugnee  and  rageth 
ryfel 


**  For  els  my  feeble  yessell,  oraad  and  craolct 
Through  thy  strong  buffets  and  outrageous  blowes, 
Cannot  endure,  but  needes  it  must  be  wrackt 
On  the  rough  rocks,  or  on  the  sandy  sballuwes. 
The  whiles  that  Loye  it  steres,  and  Fortune  rowee  * 
Loye,  my  lewd  pUott,  hath  a  restlesse  miade  ; 
And  Fortune,  boteswaine,  no  assaraunce  knowes  ; 
But  saile  withouten  starres  gainst  tyde  and  winde  : 
How  can  they  other  doe,  sith  both  are  bold  Hod 
blinde! 


**  Thou  god  of  windes,  that  raignest  in  the  sees. 

That  raignest  also  in  the  continent. 

At  last  blow  up  some  gentle  gale  of  ease. 

The  which  may  bring  my  ship,  ere  it  be  rent. 

Unto  the  gladsome  port  of  her  intent ! 

Then,  when  I  shall  myselfe  in  safe^  see, 

A  table,  for  eternal]  moniment 

Of  thy  great  graoe  and  my  great  ieopardee, 

Great  Neptune,  I  ayow  to  hallow  unto  thee  !** 
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Then  mgtung  woidy  aore,  and  inly  deepe, 
Sbci  chut  up  all  her  plaint  in  wWy  giiefe ; 
(For  her  fjetH  courage  would  not  let  her  weepe }) 
nil  that  old  Glaucd  gan  with  sharpe  repriefe 
II«r  to  reetraine,  and  give  her  gooa  reliefe 
Through  hope  of  thoae,  which  Merlin  had  her  told 
Should  of  her  name  and  nation  he  chiefe. 
And  fetdi  their  heing  from  the  sacred  mould 
Of  her  imaiOKtaU  womh,  to  he  in  heren  enraUU 


Thus  aa  ahe  her  recomforted,  she  apj^ 
llliere  hr  away  one,  all  in  armour  hright, 
Widk  hasty  gallop  towards  her  did  nrde : 
Her  dolour  soone  she  ceast,  and  on  ner  dight 
Her  hefanet,  to  her  courser  mounting  light : 
Her  former  sorrow  into  sudden  wrath 
(Both  oooeen  passions  of  distrouhled  spright) 
Coovertinff,  fcnth  she  heates  the  dusty  ^th  : 
Lore  and  oaspight  attonce  her  conge  kmdled  hath. 

xin. 

As,  when  a  foggy  mist  hath  OTeroast 

The  Cko  of  heven  and  the  cleare  ayre  engroste, 

The  wofld  in  darknea  dweb ;  till  that  at  last 

The  watry  southwinde  from  the  seahorde  coste 

UpUowing  doth  disperse  the  vapour  lo'ste, 

And  poorea  itaelfe  forth  in  a  stormy  showre ; 

80  the  fryre  Britomart,  having  disdoste 

Her  dowdy  care  into  a  wrathrall  stowre,      [powie. 

The  mial  of  griefe  dissolv'd  did  into  rengeance 


znr. 

EftsooDea»  her  goodly  shield  addressing  fayre. 

Thai  mortall  speare  she  in  her  hand  did  take. 

And  unto  hattaill  did  henelfe  prepeyre. 

Tlse  kni^t,  approaching,  stemely  bier  hespake  ; 

"  Sir  Knight,  that  doest  thy  Toyag|e  rashly  make 

Uy  this  forbidden  way  in  my  despight, 

Ke  doest  hj  others  death  enaampie  take ; 

I  lead  thee  soone  retyre,  whiles  thou  hast  might, 

LsastaAsrwaids  it  he  too  late  to  take  thy  flight." 

XT. 

Tthrild  with  deipe  disdaine  of  his  proud  threat, 
8he  shortly  time  ;  "  Fly  they,  that  need  to  fly ; 
Wordes  fearen  habM :  1  meane  not  thee  entreat 
To  paaae ;  hat  maugre  thee  will  passe  or  dy : " 
Ke  wngor  stayd  for  th'  other  to  reply, 
Bui  wiu  sharpe  apeare  the  rest  maide  dearly  knowne. 
StTDOgly  the  stnonge  knight  ran,  and  stunlily 
Straoke  her  fbll  on  the  breast,  that  made  her  downe 
Decline  her  head*  and  touch  her  crouper  with  her 


But  she  againe  htm  m  the  sUsld  did  saute 

With  ao  aertoe  furie  and  great  puissaunce, 

That,  throQC h  his  thne-sqnare  seuchin  percing  quite 

And  thrown  his  mayled  hanberque,  by  mischaunee 

the  wicked  Steele  through  hia  left  side  did  glaunce : 

Him  m>  tmnsflred  ahe  before  her  bore 

Btrood  hta  eranpe,  the  lengdi  of  all  her  laonce ; 

TilL  aadlv  soucing  on  the  sandy  abore, 

Be  tnmhfed  on  an  heaps,  and  wallowd  in  his  gore. 


xnu 

Like  as  the  sacred  oze  that  careleaae  stands 
With  gilden  homes  and  flowry  girlonds  crownd, 
Proud  of  his  dying  honor  and  desre  bandes, 
Whiles  th' altars  fume  with  frankincense  arownd, 
All  suddeinly  with  mortall  stroke  astownd 
Doth  groTehng  fall,  and  with  his  streaming  gore 
Distsines  the  pillours  and  the  holy  grownd, 
And  the  faire  flowrea  that  decked  bun  afore  : 
80  fell  proud  Marinell  upon  the  pratious  shore* 


The  martiall  mard  stajd  not  him  to  lament. 
But  forward  rooe,  ana  kept  her  ready  way 
Along  the  Strond ;  which,  as  she  orer^went. 
She  saw  bestrowed  all  with  rich  any 
Of  pearlea  and  pretious  stones  of  neat  assay. 
Ana  all  the  grarell  mixt  with  golden  owre : 
Whereat  she  wondred  much,  but  would  not  stsy 
For  gold,  or  perles,  or  pretious  stones,  an  howre, 
But  them  despised  all ;  for  aU  waa  in  her  powre. 


Whflea  thus  he  lay  in  deadly  stonisfament, 
IVdings  hereof  came  to  his  mothers  eare ; 
His  mother  was  the  blacke-browd  Cymoent, 
The  daughter  of  great  Nereus,  which  did  beare 
This  warlike  sonne  unto  an  euthly  peaxe. 
The  &mous  Dumarin ;  who  on  a  day 
Finding  the  nymph  asleepe  in  secret  whesre. 
As  he  by  diannce  did  wander  that  same  way, 
Was  talcen  with  her  love,  and  by  her  closely  lay. 


There  he  this  knight  of  her  begot,  whom  borne 
She,  of  his  father,  Marinell  did  name ; 
And  in  a  rocky  care  as  wight  forlome 
Lon^  time  she  fostred  up,  till  he  became 
A  mighty  man  at  axmes,  and  mickle  fame 
Did  get  through  great  adventurea  by  him  donne  : 
For  never  man  he  sufired  by  that  same 
Rich  Strond  to  travell,  whereas  he  did  wonne, 
But  that  he  most  do  battml  with  the  aea-nymphee 
Sonne. 


An  hundred  knights  of  honorable  name 
He  had  subdew'd,  snd  them  his  vaasals  made : 
That  throueh  all  Farie  Lend  his  noble  fame 
Now  biased  was,  and  feare  did  all  invade. 
That  none  durst  passen  through  that  perilous  glade ; 
And,  to  advannce  his  name  and  glory  more. 
Her  sea-god  syre  she  deaidy  did  perswade 
T'  endow  her  sonne  with  tlireasure  and  rich  store 
Bove  all  the  sonnea  that  were  of  earthly  wombea 
ybore. 


The  god  did  gtannt  hia  danghten  dears  demanad, 
To  doen  hia  nephew  in  all  riches  flow  : 
Eftsoones  his  heaped  wavea  he  did  commaund 
Out  of  their  hollow  boaome  forth  to  throw 
All  the  huge  threasure,  which  the  sea  bdow 
Had  in  his  greedy  gul£»  devoured  deepe, 
And  him  enriched  through  the  overthrow 
And  wreckes  of  msny  wretches,  which  did  weepa 
And  often  wayle  their  wedth  which  he  fnm  th«B 
did  keepe. 
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fihordy  apon  tbat  shore  tliere  heaped  was 

£xoeediii|:  riches  and  all  nretiotts  things, 

The  spoyle  of  all  the  world ;  that  it  did  paa 

The  weUh  of  th'  East,  and  pompe of  Persian  kings: 

Gold,  amber,  jrrorie,  peries,  owches,  rings. 

And  all  that  da  was  pretious  and  deare. 

The  sea  unto  him  roluntaiy  brings ; 

That  shortlj  he  a  great  lord  did  appeara, 

As  was  in  ul  the  lond  of  Faery,  or  elsewheare. 


Thereto  he  was  a  doughty  dreaded  knight, 
Tryde  often  to  the  acih  of  many  deare, 
Tliat  none  in  eqoall  annes  him  matchen  might: 
The  which  his  mother  seeing  gan  to  feare 
Least  his  too  hanghtie  hardines  might  reare 
Some  hard  mishap  io  hazard  of  bis  life : 
Forthy  she  oft  him  counseld  to  forbesre 
The  bloody  batteill,  and  to  stirre  up  strife, 
Bat  after  all  his  warre  to  rest  his  wearie  knife: 


XXT. 

And,  for  his  more  assuraanee,  she  inquired 
One  day  of  Proteas  by  his  mighty  spell 
(For  Proteas  was  with  prophecy  inspired) 
Her  deare  sonnes  destiny  to  her  to  tell, 
And  the  sad  end  of  her  sweet  Msrinell : 
Who,  through  foresight  of  his  etemall  skill, 
Bad  her  firom  womankind  to  keepe  him  well ; 
For  of  a  woman  he  sboold  hare  much  ill ; 
A  rirgin  stzannge  and  stout  him  should  dismay  or 
kilL 

ZXTI. 

Forthy  she  gare  him  warning  ever  day 
The  love  of  women  not  to  entertaine ;' 
A  lesson  too  too  hard  for  living  clay. 
From  lore  in  coarse  of  nature  to  refhune ! 
Yet  he  his  mothers  lore  did  well  retaine. 
And  ever  firom  (ayre  ladies  love  did  fly ; 
Yet  numy  ladies  nyrs  did  oft  coroplaine. 
That  they  for  love  of  him  would  algates  dy : 
J}y,  whoso  list  for  him,  he  was  loves  enimy. 


Bat  ah!  who  can  deceive  his  destinj^, 

Or  weene  by  warning  to  avoyd  his  iate  t 

That,  when  he  sleepes  in  most  security 

And  safest  seemes,  him  soonest  doth  smate, 

And  findeth  dew  effect  or  soone  or  late ;  i 

So  feeble  is  the  powre  of  flesUy  arme  t 

His  mother  bad  him  wemens  love  to  hate, 

For  she  of  womans  force  did  feare  no  harme  ; 

60  weaning  to  have  arm'd  him,  die  did  quite  disarme. 


Thia  was  that  woman,  this  that  deadly  wownd. 
That  Proteus  prophecide  should  him  dismay ; 
The  which  his  mother  vainely  did  ezpownd 
To  be  hart-wownding  love,  which  should  assay 
To  bring  her  sonne  unto  his  last  decay. 
80  tickle  be  the  termes  of  mortall  state    ' 
And  full  of  subtile  sophismes,  which  doe  play 
With  doable  sences,  and  with  false  debate, 
T'  approve  the  onknowen  puxpoae  of  eternal!  fate. 


Too  trew  the  hmaoa  Marinell  it  fownd ; 
Who,  thrMigh  late  triall,  on  that  wealthy  atrond 
Inglorioos  now  lies  in  senoelesse  swownd, 
Thnmgfa  heavy  stroke  of  Britomartis  bond. 
Wliidi  when  his  mother  deare  did  understond. 
And  heavy  tidings  heard,  whereas  she  plsyd 
Amongst  her  watry  sistprs  by  a  pond, 
Gathering  aweete  dafiadiUyea,  to  have  made 
Gay  girionds  from  the  son  their  forfaeads  hyr  to 


Eftesoonea  both  flowrea  and  girionds  &r  away 
She  flong,  and  her  fiure  deawy  lockes  yrent ; 
To  sorrow  huge  she  tumd  her  former  play. 
And  gamesom  merth  to  grievous  dreriment : 
Shee  threw  hezaelfe  downe  on  the  continent, 
Ne  word  did  speake,  but  lay  as  in  a  swowne. 
Whiles  all  her  sisters  did  for  her  lament 
With  yelling  outcries,  and  with  shrieking  sowne  ; 
Andeveiy  one  did  teare  her  giriond  from  her crowne. 

xzxi. 

Soone  as  ahe  up  out  of  her  deadly  fitt 

Arose,  she  bad  ber  charett  to  be  brought ; 

And  all  her  sisters,  that  with  her  did  sitt. 

Bad  eke  attonce  their  cbaretts  to  be  sought : 

Tbo,  full  of  bitter  griefe  and  pensive  thought, 

She  to  her  wagon  dombe  ;  clombe  all  the  rest, 

And  forth  together  went,  with  sorow  fraught : 

The  waves  obedient  to  theyre  bebeast 

Them  yielded  ready  passage,  and  their  rage  surceast 

XXZII. 

Great  Neptune  stoode  amazed  at  their  sight. 
Whiles  on  his  broad  rownd  backe  they  softly  slid. 
And  eke  himselfe  moumd  at  their  moumftil  plight, 
Yet  wist  not  what  their  wailing  ment,  jet  did. 
For  great  compassion  of  their  sorow,  bid 
His  mighty  waters  to  them  buxome  bee : 
Eftesoones  the  roaring  billowes  still  abid. 
And  all  the  griesly  monsters  of  the  see 
Stood  gaping  at  their  gate,  and  wondred  iSbem  to  see 

xzzxn. 

A  teme  of  dolphins  raunged  in  aiay 

Drew  the  smooth  chsrett  of  sad  Cymoent ; 

They  were  all  taught  by  Triton  to  obey 

To  the  long  raynes  at  her  commaundement : 

As  swifte  as  swallowes  on  the  wsres  they  went, 

That  their  brode  flaggy  finnes  no  fome  did  reare, 

Ne  bubling  rowndeu  they  behinde  them  sent ; 

The  rest,  of  other  fishes  drawen  weare. 

Which  with  their  finny  oars  the  swelling  seadid  sheare. 

ZZZIV. 

Soone  as  they  bene  arriv'd  upon  the  brim 

Of  the  rich  strond,  their  charets  they  foriore. 

And  let  their  temed  fishes  softly  swnn 

Along  the  margent  of  the  fomy  shore, 

Least  they  their  finnes  should  bruze,  and  surbate  sore 

Their  tender  feete  upon  the  stony  g^rownd : 

And  comming  to  the  place,  where  sll  in  gore 

And  oruddy  blood  enwaUowed  they  fownd 

The  lucklesse  Maxinell  lying  in  deadly  swownd 
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Hia  mother  swowned  thrise,  and  the  third  Ubm 
Could  acaroe  recovered  bee  out  of  her  paina  ; 
Had  a^  not  beene  deroide  of  mortall  alxme. 
She  alundd  not  then  have  bene  relyr  d  againa : 
Bnt,  Boone  aa  life  reooyered  had  the  raine, 
Sbee  made  so  piteous  mona  and  deare  wayment, 
That  the  hard  rocks  could  acarce  from  teara  refiaine : 
And  all  her  atster  nymphea  with  one  consent 
S^plida  her  sobbing  breachea  vrith  sad  complement 

XXZVI. 

"  Daara  imam  of  mjaelfe/'  ahe  sayd,  "  that  ia 
The  wretched  sonne  of  wretched  mother  borne. 
It  this  thine  high  adTannoement  ?  O  1  is  this 
Th*  immortall  name,  with  which  thee  yet  unbome 
Thy  grandaire  Nereus  promist  to  adome  1 
Now  lyest  thou  of  life  and  honor  refte  ; 
Now  lyeat  thou  a  lumpe  of  earth  forlome; 
Ne  of  thv  late  life  memoiy  is  lefte ; 
Ne  can  tnj  irreroeable  desteny  bee  wefte  f 

xzxvn. 

'*  Fond  Protena,  father  of  false  prophecis ! 

And  diey  mora  fond  that  credit  to  tbee  give ! 

Not  this  the  worke  of  womans  hand  ywis,      [drive. 

That  ao  deepe  wound  through  these  deare  membera 

I  fcarad  lore ;  hot  they  that  love  doe  live ; 

But  they  that  dye,  doe  nether  love  nor  hate : 

Naih1«aee  to  thee  thy  folly  I  forgive ; 

Aad  to  myaeUe,  and  to  accursed  &te.  Rate ! 

The  gttih  I  doe  aacxxbe :  dears  wisedome  bought  too 

xxzvzu. 

"  0 !  what  availea  it  of  immortall  aeed 

To  beene  ybredd  and  never  borne  to  dye  ? 

FsRv  better  I  it  deeme  to  die  with  speed 

Then  waste  in  woe  and  waylfull  miserye : 

Who  dyea,  the  utmost  dolor  doth  abve ; 

Bat  who  that  Uvea,  is  lefte  to  waile  nia  lease : 

8o  H&  ia  losse,  and  death  felicity : 

Sad  Itfr  worse  then  glad  death  ;  and  greater  crosse 

To  aea  frenda  grave,  then  dead  the  grave  selfe  to 


xzxiz. 

'*  But  if  the  haavena  did  his  daya  envie. 
And  my  abort  bUa  maligna ;  yet  mote  they  weU 
Tkua  moch  afford  me,  ere  that  he  did  die, 
That  the  dim  eiea  of  my  deare  Marinell 
I  Bote  hare  eloaed,  ana  him  bed  farewell, 
Siih  other  offieea  for  mother  meet 

Thsy  would  not  grannt 

Yatt  ( maulgre  tmon,  farewell,  my  sweetest  sweet ! 
ftnwtSl,  m  sweetest  sonne,  aitii  we  no  more  ahaU 


XL. 


Tfana  wbca  th«y  all  had  aorrowed  their  fill, 
Th«f  aofily  gan  to  search  his  griesly  wownd : 
Am»  that  they  might  him  handle  more  at  will, 
Tbc^  htm  diaarmd ;  and,  apredding  on  the  grownd 
Thar  watehet  mantJea  fnndgd  with  silver  rownd, 
Thvf  aofUy  wipt  aw^  the  ^lly  blood 
Tram  th*  orifiee ;  which  having  well  upbownd 
Thay  poord  in  aorenine  balme  and  nectar  good, 
C«adMh  for  «rthly  mad'ciae  and  for  hevenly  food. 


XLI. 


Tho,  when  the  lill^-handed  Liagore 

(This  Liagore  whilome  had  learned  akill 

In  leachea  cnit,  by  great  ApoUoes  lore, 

Sith  her  whilome  upon  high  Pindus  hiB 

He  loved,  and  at  last  her  wombe  did  fill 

With  hevenly  aeed,  whereof  wise  Pson  sprong,) 

Did  feele  his  pulse,  shoe  knew  there  staied  atill 

Some  little  lim  hia  feeble  sprites  emouj? ; 

Which  to  hia  mother  told,  despeyro  ahe  from  her  flong. 


xui. 


Tho,  up  him  taking  in  their  tender  handa. 

They  eaaely  unto  her  obarett  beare : 

Her  teme  at  her  commaundement  quiet  atsnds. 

Whiles  they  the  corse  into  her  wagon  reare, 

And  Btrowe  with  flowres  the  lamentable  beare : 

Then  aU  the  rest  into  their  coches  clim, 

And  through  the  brackish  waves  their  passage  aheare ; 

Upon  great  Neptunea  necke  they  aoftly  awim. 

And  to  her  watiy  chamber  awifuy  cany  him. 


xLin. 


Deepe  in  the  bottome  of  the  aea,  her  bowre 

Is  built  of  hollow  billowes  heaped  bye. 

Like  to  thicke  clouds  that  threat  a  stonny  showre. 

And  vauted  aU  within  like  to  the  skyo> 

In  which  the  gods  doe  dweU  etemauy : 

There  they  him  laide  in  easy  couch  weU  dight ; 

And  sent  in  haate  for  Tiyphon,  to  applv 

Salves  to  his  wounds,  and  medicines  ot  might : 

For  Trypon  of  sea-goda  the  aoveraine  leach  ia  bight. 


XLnr. 


The  whiles  the  nymphes  sit  all  about  him  rownd. 
Lamenting  his  mishap  and  heavy  plight ; 
And  of^  his  mother,  vowing  his  wide  wownd. 
Cursed  the  hand  that  did  ao  deadly  amight 
Her  dearest  sonne,  her  dearest  harts  d^ght : 
But  none  of  all  those  curses  overtooke 
llie  warlike  nudde,  th'enaample  of  that  might ; 
But  fayrely  wdl  shoe  thryvd,  and  well  did  orooke 
Her  noble  deedea,  ne  her  right  course  for  ought 
forsooke. 


XLV. 


Yet  did  false  Archimage  her  still  pursew. 

To  bring  to  passe  his  mischievous  intent. 

Now  that  he  had  her  aiagled  from  the  crew 

Of  courteous  knights,  the  prince  and  Fary  gent. 

Whom  late  in  chace  of  beauty  excellent 

Shoe  lefte,  puraewing  that  same  foster  strong ; 

Of  whose  fowle  outrage  they  impatient. 

And  full  of  firy  aele,  him  fouowed  long, 

To  reskewber  from  ahame,  and  to  revenge  her  wrong. 


XLVI. 


Through  thick  and  thin,  through  mountains  and 

tlm>ugh  playns. 
Those  two  great  champions  did  attonce  puraew 
The  fearfulf  damzeU  with  incessant  payns ; 
Who  from  them  fled,  as  light-foot  hiure  from  vew 
Of  hunter  swifle  and  sent  of  howndes  trew. 
At  last  Uiey  came  unto  a  double  vray ; 
Where,  doubtfuU  which  to  take,  her  to  rosk^w. 
Themselves  they  did  dispart,  each  to  aasay 
Whether  more  happy  were  to  win  ao  goodly  pray 
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But  Timiai,  tbe  prineei  gentfe  iqnji** 
Tbit  ladiM  lore  onto  Us  lofd  Iment, 
And  with  proud  takwy  md  mdignant  yi« 
After  that  wicked  feeler  fiercely  went : 
So  beene  ther  three  three  aoncby  wajee  yhent : 
But  frjrest  fortane  to  the  prince  hefeD ; 
WhoM  channce  it  was,  that  aoone  he  did  repent. 
To  take  that  way  in  which  that  damosell 
Was  fledd  afbra,  aifinud  of  him  as  fMod  of  hdL 

At  last  of  her  <ar  off  he  gained  tow  : 

Then  gan  he  freahly  pricke  his  fomj  steed. 

And  ever  as  he  nigher  to  her  drew, 

80  erennore  he  did  increaae  Ids  speed. 

And  of  esch  tnminr  still  kept  waiy  heed : 

Alowd  to  her  he  oftentimes  did  cau 

To  doe  away  Taine  doaht  and  needlease  dreed : 

Full  myld  to  her  he  spake,  snd  oft  let  ftll 

Many  meeke  wordes  to  stay  and  comfort  her  witfaalL 

XLIX« 

But  nothing  might  relent  her  has^  flight ; 

80  deepe  the  deadly  feare  of  that  ronl  swame 

Was  earst  impressed  in  her  gentle  spright : 

Like  as  a  feareftill  dore,  which  through  the  raine 

Of  the  wide  ayre  her  way  does  cnt  amaine. 

Hairing  farre  off  espyde  a  tsssell  gent. 

Which  after  her  his  nimble  winges  doth  stiaine, 

Donbleth  her  hast  for  feare  to  bee  for-hent. 

And  with  her  pineons  cleares  the  liquid  fennament 


With  no  lesee  hast,  and  eke  with  no  lease  dreed, 
That  fearefull  ladie  fledd  from  him  that  ment 
To  her  no  eWIl  thought  nor  eriW  deed ; 
Yet  former  feare  of  being  fowhr  shent 
Carried  her  forward  with  her  first  intent : 
And  though,  oft  looking  backward,  well  ahe  vewde 
Herselfe  freed  from  that  foster  insolent, 
And  tliQt  it  was  a  knight  which  now  her  sewde. 
Yet  she  no  lesse  the  knight  feared  then  that  Tillein 
rude* 

u. 

His  uncouth  shield  and  straunge  armes  her  dismayd, 
Whose  like  in  Faenr  Lond  were  seldom  seene; 
lliat  fast  she  from  him  fledd,  no  lesse  afrayd 
Then  of  wiide  beastes  if  she  had  chased  beene  : 
Yet  he  her  foUowd  still  with  corage  keene 
So  long,  tliat  now  the  golden  Hesperus 
Won  mounted  high  in  top  of  heaven  sheene. 
And  wamd  his  other  brethren  ioyeous 
1*0  light  their  blessed  lamps  in  lores  eternall  hous. 


LD. 

All  suddeioly  dim  wox  the  dampish  ayre, 

And  griesly  shadowes  corered  heaven  bright, 

1'hat  now  with  thousand  starres  was  decked  fliyre : 

Which  when  the  prince  beheld,  a  lothfuU  sight, 

And  that  perforce,  for  want  of  lenger  light, 

lie  mota  suroeaise  his  suit  and  lose  the  hope 

(If  his  long  labour;  he  san  fowly  wyte 

His  wicked  fortune  that  had  tumd  aslope, 

And  cursed  night  that  reft  from  him  so  goodly  scope. 


Tho,  when  her  wms  he  eooU  no 
But  to  and  fio  at  disareDtiire  strayd  ; 
Like  as  a  ahip,  whoae  lodestar  sadd^y 
Corend  with  doods  her  pOott  hath  disBsyd ; 
DM  wsvisoBe  pufnuC  penbreehe  sCsyd, 
And  Innn  his  loAie  steed  disBooBtiDff  low 
Did  let  hjn  flotage  :  downs  hinseUe  he  fajd 
Upon  Ae  grassy  gromd  to  slecpe  a  throw ; 
The  eold  earth  wis  hia  eooch^the  haid  stecb 
ptUow. 


But  gentle  Sleepe  enryde  him  ai^  rest ; 

Instead  thereof  sad  aorrow  and  disdains 

Of  his  hard  hap  did  rexe  his  noble  hrest. 

And  thonssnd  nncies  hett  his  ydle  hiayne 

With  their  light  wings,  the  sights  of  semhlantB  vaine : 

Oft  did  be  wish  that  Isdy  fiuro  mote  bee 

His  Faery  Qoeene,  for  whom  he  did  oomplaine ; 

Or  that  lua  Faery  Queens  were  such  ss  soee : 

And  erar  hasty  Ni^t  he  blamed  hitteiUe: 


LT. 


"Ni^t!  thou  fonle  mother  of  annoyaunee  sad. 
Sister  of  heane  Death,  and  nonrae  of  Woe, 
Which  wast  begot  in  hearan,  hut  for  thy  bad 
And  brutish  shape  thrust  downs  to  hell  below. 
Where,  by  the  grim  floud  of  Cocytus  slow. 
Thy  dweuing  is  in  Herobos  Uaek  bona, 
(Black  Herebtts,  thy  husband,  is  the  foe 
Of  sU  the  gods,)  wnere  thou  unmtions 
Halfe  of  thy  dayes  doest  lead  in  norroiir  hideous  ; 


in, 

"  What  had  th'  Eternall  Maker  need  of  thee 
The  world  in  his  continnsll  course  to  keepe. 
That  doest  sll  thinges  deface,  ne  letteat  see 
The  beautie  of  his  works  1    Indeed  in  sleepe 
The  slontfafull  body  that  doth  love  to  ateepe 
His  lustlesse  limbei,  and  drowne  his  baser  mind. 
Doth  praise  thee  oft,  and  oft  from  Stygian  deepe 
Calls  thee  his  goddesse,  in  his  errour  blind. 
And  grest  dame  Nstures  handmaide  dieaiing  erery 
land. 

"  But  well  I  wote  that  to  an  l^Myr  hart 
Thou  art  the  roote  and  nourse  of  bitter  cues, 
Breeder  of  new,  renewer  of  old  smarts : 
Instead  of  rest  thou  lendest  rayling  tearea ; 
Instead  of  sleepe  thon  sendest  troublous  fearea 
And  dreadftill  riaions,  in  the  which  alire 
The  dreary  image  of  nd  Death  appeares : 
So  firom  the  wearie  spirit  thou  doest  dziro 
Desired  rest,  and  men  of  happmease  deprire. 

*'  Under  thy  mantle  bbok  there  hidden  lye 
Light-shonning  Thefie,  and  tzaiterouB  Intent, 
Abhorred  BlomUhed,  and  vile  Felony, 
Shameftill  Decdpt,  and  Daunger  inmiinent, 
Fowle  Horror,  and  eke  hellish  Drerimant: 
All  these  I  wote  in  thy  protection  bee, 
And  light  doe  shonne,  for  fesro  of  being  ahsBt : 
For  light  ylike  is  loth'd  of  them  snd  thee ; 
And  all,  that  lewdncsse  lore,  do  hate  the  light  to 
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"  For  Dsjr  diieormi  all  SAoattt  wiyw, 
And  aheireth  Mcfa  thing  as  ft  b  In  daed : 
The  pnyaea  of  High  God  he  faire  dispIaTW, 
And  Hia  large  hoontie  rightly  doth  araea : 
Darea  deareet  ehfldren  be  the  blessed  seed 
Which  Darfateaae  ahall  subdue  and  hearen  win : 
Tmth  is  hia  daughter ;  he  her  first  did  breed 
Most  saeted  Tiigin  without  spot  of  ainne  : 
Out  lift  is  daj;  bat  death  with  darknesse  doth 
b^gio. 


Itf 


uc. 


"  O,  when  will  Day  then  tome  to  me  againe. 
And  bring  with  him  hia  long-expected  light ! 
O  Titan  !  hast  to  reare  thy  ioyoua  waine ; 
Speed  thee  to  spred  abroad  thy  beames  bright. 
And  chaoa  away  this  too  long  lingring  Ni^t ; 
Chace  her  away,  from  whence  she  came,  to  hell : 
She,  ahe  it  is,  uat  hath  me  done  dospight : 
There  let  her  with  the  damned  spirits  Swell, 
And  yield  her  rowme  to  Day,  that  can  it  (roTercja 
well."  ^ 


Thus  did  the  prince  that  wearie  night  outweare 

In  restlesse  anguish  and  unquiet  peine ; 

And  earely,  ere  the  Morrow  did  upreare 

His  deawy  head  out  of  the  ocean  maine. 

He  up  arose,  as  halfe  in  great  disdaine. 

And  clombe  unto  his  steed :  so  forth  he  went 

With  heaTy  looke  and  lumpish  pace,  that  plaine 

In  him  bewraid  great  srudfe  and  maltalent : 

His  ateed  eke  seemd  t^  apply  hia  steps  to  hia  intent. 


CANTO  V. 

Prince  Arthur  bean  of  Florimell : 
Three  fbstara  Timiaa  wound  ; 

Belphcebe  findes  him  almost  drad. 
And  reaieth  out  of  swownd. 


Wcanm  it  is  to  tee  in  dlyerse  mindea 
Row  diveraly  Lore  doth  his  pageaunta  phy 
And  ahewea  hia  powre  in  yanable  kindea : 
The  baaer  wit»  whoae  ydle  thooghta  alway 
Aie  wont  to  claare  unto  the  lowly  clay. 
It  stirroth  up  to  sensuall  deaire. 
And  tn  Iflwa  alooth  to  wast  his  carelesse  day ; 
But  in  bisre  sprite  it  kindles  goodlyiire, 
That  to  all  hi^  dasert  and  hooour  doth  aspire. 

Na  aofeath  it  uncomely  Idlenesse 

la  his  firae  thought  to  build  her  slug^giah  neat ; 

Ke  soilarath  it  uought  of  ungentlenease 

Et«r  to  cnepe  into  hia  noble  brest ;' 

fist  to  the  highest  and  the  worthiest 

Liftith  it  up  that  eb  would  lowly  fall : 

It  latias  not  fidl,  it  lettea  it  not  to  rest ; 

k  Wctea  not  acarae  this  prince  to  breath  at  all. 

But  &9  hta  ftrat  poonnit  him  forward  atill  doth  call 


m. 

Who  loog  time  wandied  thnracfa  the  foreat  wyde 
To  find*  aone  iasoe  thence ;  tdl  that  at  Isst 


Ha  mat  a  dwarfe  that  seemed  terrifyde 

With  some  late  perill  which  he  haxdly  past, 

Or  other  accident  which  him  aghast ; 

Of  when  ha  aaked,  whence  he  lately  came. 

And  whether  now  he  trareiled  so  fast : 

For  aara  ha  swat,  tod,  ronning  through  that  same 

Tbieka  final,  waa  baacracht  and  both  hia  feet  nigh 


IT* 

Pantmg  for  breath,  and  ahnost  out  of  hart, 
The  dwarfo  him  anawerd ;  "  Sir,  ill  mote  I  stay 
To  tell  the  same  :  I  lately  did  depart 
From  Faery  court,  where  I  hare  many  a  day 
Served  a  gentle  lady  of  great  sway 
And  high  accompt  throughout  all  Elfin  Land, 
Who  lately  left  tne  same,  snd  tooke  this  way  : 
I  Her  now  I  seeke ;  and  if  ye  understand 
Which  way  she  fined  hiath,  good  sir,  tell  out  of 
hand/* 


'« What  mister  wight,"  saide  he,  *'  and  how  arayd  1  * 

"  Boyally  clad,"  quoth  he,  "  in  cloth  of  gold. 

As  meetest  may  beseeme  a  noble  mayd  ; 

Her  faire  lockea  in  rich  circlet  be  enrold, 

A  foyrer  wight  did  never  sunne  behold  ; 

And  on  a  pfdirey  rydes  more  white  then  snow, 

Yet  she  herselfe  is  whiter  manifold  ; 

The  surest  signs,  whereby  ye  may  her  know 

Is,  that  she  is  the  fiuieat  wight  ahye,  I  trow." 


"  Now  certes,  swaine,"  saide  he, "  such  one,  I  weene. 

Fast  flying  tluough  this  forest  from  her  fo, 

A  foule  ill-faroured  foster,  I  have  scene ; 

Herselfe,  well  as  I  might,  I  reskewd  tfao, 

But  could  not  stay ;  so  faat  she  did  foregoe. 

Carried  away  with  wings  of  speedy  feare." 

"  Ah  !  dearest  God,"  quoth  he,  "  that  is  great  woe. 

And  wondrous  ruth  to  all  that  shall  it  hears : 

But  can  ye  read,  air,  how  I  may  her  finde,  oawhere  t " 
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*  Perdy  me  Uiwrn  wore  to  weeten  that," 
Slide  h&,  <*  then  itneome  of  the  riobeet  knight, 
Or  aU  the  good  that  erer  jret  I  gat : 
But  firoward  fortune,  and  too  fonrard  night, 
Snoh  happineaae  did,  maulgie,  to  me  spight. 
And  fro  me  reft  both  life  and  light  attone. 
Bat,  dwarie,  azead  what  is  that  lady  luight 
fhat  throogh  this  forraat  wandreth  thus  alone  ; 
For  of  her  enonr  stiannge  I  have  great  ruth  and 


mone. 


▼ni. 


*'  That  ladie  is,"  qnoth  he,  "  whereao  she  bee. 

The  bountiest  rirgin  and  most  debonaire 

That  ever  Uring  eye,  I  weene,  did  see  : 

lires  none  this  day  that  may  with  her  compare 

In  stedfast  chastitie  and  rertue  rare. 

The  ^^oodly  ornaments  of  beauty  bright ; 

And  isycleped  Florimell  the  fayre, 

Faire  Fiorimell  bebr'd  of  many  a  knight. 

Yet  she  loves  none  but  one,  that  ManneU  is  bight ; 

tx, 

"  A  leapnjrmphes  sonne,  that  MarineU  is  bight. 

Of  my  dears  dsme  is  lored  dearely  well ; 

In  otner  none,  but  him,  ahe  sets  delight ; 

All  her  delight  is  set  on  Msrinell ; 

But  he  sets  nought  at  all  by  Florimell : 

For  ladies  love  his  mother  long  ygoe 

Did  him,  they  say,  forwame  through  sacred  spell : 

But  &me  now  flies,  that  of  a  forreine  foe 

He  is  Yslaine,  which  is  the  ground  of  all  our  woe. 


"  liye  daies  there  be  smoe  he  (they  say)  was  sUine, 

And  Ibwre  since  Florimell  the  court  forwent. 

And  rowed  nerer  to  retume  againe 

Till  him  alive  or  dead  she  did  mvent. 

Therofore,  faire  sir,  for  love  of  knighthood  gent 

And  honour  of  trew  ladies,  if  ye  may 

By  your  good  counsell,  or  bold  hanument. 

Or  succour  her,  or  me  direct  the  way, 

Do  one  or  other  good,  I  you  most  humbly  pray : 


zi. 

"  So  may  ye  gaine  to  you  full  great  renowme 
Of  all  good  hulies  through  the  worlde  so  wide, 
And  haply  in  her  bart  finde  highest  rowme 
Of  whom  ye  seeke  to  be  most  magnifide ! 
At  least  etemall  meede  shall  you  abide." 
To  whom  the  prince ; "  D  warre,  comfort  to  thee  take  *, 
For,  till  thou  tidings  leame  what  her  betide, 
I  here  avow  thee  never  to  forsake : 
111  weares  he  armes,  that  nill  Uiem  use  for  ladies 
sake." 

zn. 

So  with  the  dwarfe  he  back  retoum'd  againe. 
To  seeke  his  lady,  where  he  mote  her  inde ; 
But  by  the  way  he  greod^r  gan  complaine 
The  want  of  hu  good  squire  late  len  behinde. 
For  whom  he  wondrous  pensive  grew  in  minde. 
For  doubt  of  daunger  which  mote  him  betide  ; 
For  him  he  lored  above  all  mankinde. 
Having  him  trew  and  &ithfull  ever  tride, 
kad  bold,  aa  ever  sqoyre  that  waited  by  knights 
side* 


Who  an  this  while  full  hardlv  was  Msayd 

Of  deadly  daunm  which  to  him  betidd : 

For,  whiles  his  lord  pursewd  that  noUe  mayd. 

After  that  foster  fowie  he  fiercely  ridd 

To  bene  avenced  of  the  shame  he  did 

To  that  faire  damaell :  him  he  chaced  long 

Through  the  thicke  woods  wherein  he  would  have  bid 

His  shamefull  head  firom  his  avengement  strong, 

And  oft  him  threatned  death  for  his  outngeous  wrong, 

zxv. 

Natblease  the  villein  sped  himselfe  so  well. 
Whether  through  swiftnesse  of  his  speedie  beast, 
Or  knowledge  of  those  woods  where  De  did  dwell, 
That  ahortly  he  from  daunger  was  releast. 
And  out  of  sight  escaped  at  the  least ; 
Yet  not  escafwd  from  the  dew  reward 
Of  his  bad  deedes,  which  daily  he  increast, 
Ne  ceased  not,  tUl  him  oppressed  hard 
The  beavie  plague  that  for  such  leachours  is  pre- 
pard. 

zv. 

For,  soone  as  he  was  vsnisht  out  of  sight. 

His  coward  courage  gan  emboldned  bee, 

And  cast  t*  avenge  him  of  that  fbwle  despight 

Whidi  he  had  borne  of  his  bold  enimee : 

Tho  to  his  brethren  came,  (for  they  were  three 

Uneratious  children  of  one  gracelesse  syre,} 

And  unto  them  complsjnaed  how  that  he 

Had  used  beene  of  uiat  foole-bardie  squyre  : 

So  thsm  witii  bitter  word^  he  stird  to  bloodie  yre. 


zv«. 

Forthwith  themselves  with  their  sad  instruments 
Of  spoyle  and  murder  they  gan  arme  bylive. 
And  widi  him  foorth  into  the  fbrrest  went 
To  wreake  the  wrath,  which  he  did  earst  revive 
In  there  steme  brests,  on  him  which  late  did  drive 
Theix  brother  to  reproch  and  shamefiill  flight : 
For  they  had  vow'a  that  never  he  alive 
Out  of  that  forest  should  escape  their  might ; 
Vile  rancour  their  rude  harts  had  fild  with  such 
despight. 

zvn. 

Within  that  wood  there  was  a  covert  glade, 
Foreby  a  narrow  foord,  to  them  well  knowna. 
Through  which  it  was  uneath  for  wight  to  wade  ; 
And  now  by  fortune  it  was  overflowne  : 
By  that  same  way  they  knew  that  squyre  unknowne 
Mote  algates  passe ;  rorthy  themselves  they  set 
There  in  await  with  thicke  woods  overgrow  ue^ 
And  all  the  while  their  malice  they  did  whet 
With  oruell  threats  his  passage  through  the  ford  to 
let 

zvm. 

It  fbrtuned,  as  they  devised  had. 

The  gentle  squire  came  xyding  that  some  wmy, 

Unweetiag  of  their  wile  and  treason  bad, 

And  through  the  ford  to  passen  did  assay ; 

But  that  fierce  foater,  which  Late  fled  away. 

Stoutly  foorth  stepping  on  the  further  shore. 

Him  boldly  bad  bis  passage  there  to  atay. 

Till  he  had  made  amends,  and  full  restore 

For  sll  the  damage  which  he  had  him  doeo  afore 
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XIX. 

With  that,  at  him  a  qviT'ring  dait  he  threw 
With  so  fell  foroe»  and  Tilleinoos  despite. 
That  through  his  haherieon  the  forketiead  flew, 
And  through  the  linked  majles  empierced  quite. 
But  had  no  powre  in  his  soft  flesh  to  bite : 
lliat  stroke  the  hardj  squire  did  sore  displease. 
But  more  that  him  m  could  not  eome  to  smite ; 
For  by  no  meanes  the  high  banke  he  could  sease. 
But  labottr*d  long  in  that  deepe  ford  with  vaine  dis- 


I 


XX. 

And  still  the  foster  with  his  lon^  bore-ffpeare 

Him  kept  from  landing  at  his  wished  will : 

Anone  one  sent  out  of  the  thicket  neare 

A  emell  shaft  headed  with  deadly  ill. 

And  fethered  with  an  unlucky  quill ; 

The  wicked  Steele  stayd  not  till  it  did  lisht 

In  his  left  thigh,  and  deepely  did  it  thriU : 

Exceeding  gnefe  that  woond  in  him  empight. 

But  mora  that  with  his  foes  he  could  not  come  to  fight 

XXI. 

At  last,  through  wrath  and  rengeannce,  making  wtj 
He  on  the  bancke  arrrrd  with  mickle  pajrne ; 
Where  the  third  brotner  him  did  sore  assay. 
And.  drore  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  mayne 
A  forest-bill,  which  both  his  hands  did  strayne ; 
But  warily  he  did  avoide  the  blow. 
And  with  his  speare  requited  him  agayne. 
That  both  his  sides  were  thriUed  with  the  throw. 
And  a  large  streame  of  bloud  out  of  the  wound  did 
flow. 

xxn. 

He,  tambling  dowse,  with  gnashing  teeth  did  bite 
The  bitter  etfth,  and  bad  to  lett  him  in 
Into  the  balefull  house  of  endlesse  night. 
Where  wicked  ghosts  doe  waile  their  former  sin. 
Tho  gan  the  battaile  freahly  to  begin ; 
For  nathemore  for  that  spect&cle  bad 
Did  th'  other  two  their  cruell  rengeaunce  blin. 
But  both  attonoe  on  both  sides  him  bestad. 
And  load  upon  him  lard,  his  life  for  to  hare  had. 

xxm. 

Tho  when  that  TiDajn  he  aWs'd,  which  late 

Affrighted  had  the  fairest  Florimell, 

Full  of  fien  ftuy  and  indignant  hate 

To  him  he  tuned,  and  with  rigor  fell 

Smote  him  ao  rudely  on  the  pannikeU, 

That  to  the  chin  he  clefte  his  head  in  twaine  : 

Downe  on  the  ground  his  carkas  ^reling  fell ', 

His  sinfuO  sowie  with  desperate  disdaine 

Out  of  her  fleaUy  feime  fled  to  the  place  of  paine. 


That  seeing,  now  the  only  last  of  three 
Who  with  that  wicked  slutfte  him  wounded  had, 
Trembliiiff  with  horror,  (aa  that  did  foresee 
The  foarmll  end  of  hia  arengement  sad. 
Through  which  he  follow  ^(mld  his  brethren  bad,) 
His  bootslesse  bow  in  feeble  hand  upcaught. 
And  therewith  ahott  an  arrow  at  the  lad ; 
Whieh  fojntly  fluttring  scarce  his  helmet  reught. 
And  gbondDg  fol  toground,  but  him  annoyed  naught 


With  that,  he  would  hare  fled  into  the  wood ; 
But  Timias  him  lightly  OTsrhent, 
Right  as  he  entring  was  into  the  flood, 
And  strooke  at  him  with  force  so  violent. 
That  headlesae  him  into  the  foord  he  sent ; 
The  carcas  with  the  streame  was  carried  downe. 
But  th'  head  fell  backewaid  on  the  continent ; 
So  mischief  fel  upon  the  meanen  crowne : 
They  three  be  dead  with  shame }  the  squire  liree 
with  renowne : 

xxyx. 

He  liree,  but  takes  small  ioy  of  his  renowne ; 

For  of  that  cruell  wound  he  bled  so  sore, 

That  from  his  steed  he  fell  in  deadly  swowne  ; 

Yet  still  the  blood  forth  gusht  in  so  great  store 

That  he  lay  wallowd  all  m  his  owns  gore. 

Now  God  thee  keepe  I  thou  gentlest  squire  aliye. 

Els  shall  thy  loving  lord  thee  see  no  more ; 

But  both  ot  comfort  him  thou  shalt  deprive. 

And  eke  thyselfe  of  honor  which  thou  didst  atchive. 

XXVII. 

Providence  hevenly  passeth  living  thought. 
And  doth  for  wretched  mens  reliefe  make  way : 
For  loe !  great  grace  or  fortune  thether  brought 
Comfort  to  him  that  comfortlesse  now  lay. 
In  those  same  woods  ye  well  remember  may 
How  that  a  noble  hunteresse  did  wonne. 
Shoe,  that  base  Bnggadocbio  did  affray. 
And  made  him  fast  out  of  the  forest  ronne ; 
Belphoebe  was  her  name,  as  fiore  as  Phoebus  sunne. 

xxvni. 

Shee  on  a  day,  as  shoe  pursewd  the  chace 
Of  some  wilde  beast,  which  with  her  arrowes  keene 
She  wounded  had,  the  same  along  did  trace 
By  tiact  of  blood,  which  she  had  freshly  seene 
To  have  besprinckled  all  the  grassy  gieene  ; 
Bv  the  greet  p^raue  which  she  there  peroeav'd. 
Well  hoped  anee  the  beast  engor'd  bad  beene. 
And  maae  more  haste  the  life  to  have  bereav'd  t 
But  ah  1  her  expectation  greatly  was  deceiv'd. 


Shortly  she  came  whereas  thst  woefull  sqmre 
With  olood  deformed  lay  in  deadly  swownd ; 
In  whose  faire  eyes,  like  lampa  of  qaenched  fire. 
The  christall  humor  stood  congealed  rownd ; 
His  locks,  like  faded  leaves  fallen  to  grownd. 
Knotted  with  blood  in  bounches  rudely  ran ; 
And  his  sweete  lips,  on  which  before  that  stownd 
The  bud  of  ^outh  to  blossoms  faire  besan, 
Spoild  of  their  rosy  red  were  woxen  pue  and  wan* 


Saw  never  living  eie  more  heavy  sight. 
That  could  have  made  a  rocke  of  stone  to  rew, 
Or  rive  in  twaine  :  which  when  that  lady  bright. 
Besides  all  hope,  with  melting  eies  did  vew, 
AU  suddeinly  abasht  abee  chranffed  hew. 
And  with  steme  horror  backwaru  gan  to  start : 
But,  when  shee  better  him  beheld,  shee  grew 
FuU  of  soft  passion  and  unwonted  smart : 
The  point  of  pitty  peroed  through  her  tender  hart 


tso 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


[Book  in 


ZZZI. 

Meekely  sbee  bowed  downe,  to  WMts  if  life 

Yett  in  his  froxen  members  did  remaine ; 

And,  feeling  by  bis  pulses  beating  rife 

That  the  weake  sowle  ber  seat  did  yett  retaine, 

Sbee  cast  to  comfort  bim  with  busy  paine : 

His  double-folded  necke  she  reard  upright. 

And  rubd  his  temples  and  each  trembling  Taine ; 

His  mayled  babeneon  she  did  undight, 

And  from  his  bead  his  beary  burganet  did  light. 

xxxn. 

Into  the  woods  thenceforth  in  baste  sbee  went, 
To  seeke  for  bearbes  that  mote  bim  remedy ; 
For  shoe  of  herbes  had  great  intendiment, 
Taught  of  the  nymphe  which  from  her  infancy 
Her  nourced  had  in  trew  nobility : 
There,  whether  yt  divine  tobacco  were. 
Or  panachea,  or  polyeony, 
She  fownd,  and  brought  it  to  ber  patient  deare. 
Who  al  this  while  lay  bleding  out  bis  luut-blood 


neare. 


zzxin. 


Hie  Boreraine  weede  betwixt  two'inarbles  plaine 
Sbee  pownded  small,  and  did  in  peeces  bruze ; 
And  then  atweene  her  lilly  handes  twaine 
Into  his  wound  the  juice  thereof  did  scruze; 
And  round  about,  as  she  could  well  it  uze. 
The  flesh  therewith  she  suppled  and  did  steepe, 
T'  abate  all  spasme  and  soke  the  cwelling  bmie ; 
And,  after  having  searcht  the  intuse  deepe. 
She  with  ber  scuf  did  bind  the  wound,  mmi  cold  to 
keepe.        ^ 

XKXIV. 

By  this  he  had  sweet  life  recurM  agayne. 
And,  groning  inly  deepe,  at  last  his  eies. 
His  watiy  eies  drizlin^  like  deawy  rayne, 
He  up  gan  lifle  towara  the  azure  skies. 
From  whence  descend  all  hopelesae  remedies ; 
Therewith  he  sigh'd ;  and,  turning  him  aside. 
The  goodly  maioe  full  of  divinities 
And  gifts  of  heavenly  grace  he  by  him  spide, 
Her  bow  and  gilden  quiver  Ijring  him  bolide. 


XXXV. 


"  Mercy !  deare  Lord,"  said  be,  "  what  grace  is  this 
That  thou  hast  shewed  to  me  sinfuU  wight. 
To  send  thine  angell  from  her  bowre  of  blis 
To  comfort  me  in  my  distressed  plight! 
Angell,  or  goddesse  doe  I  call  tbee  right  1 
What  service  may  I  doe  unto  thee  meete; 
That  hast  from  darkenes  me  retumd  to  light. 
And  with  thy  bevenly  salves  and  med'cinessweete 
Hast  drest  my  sinfuU  wounds  I  I  kisse  thy  blessed 
feete." 

XXZVI. 

Thereat  she  blushing  said ;  "  Ah  !  gentle  squire, 

Nor  goddesse  I,  nor  ansell ;  but  the  mayd 

And  daughter  of  a  woody  nymphe,  desire 

No  service  but  thy  safety  and  ayd  ; 

Which  if  thou  gaine,  I  snal  be  weU  apayd. 

Wee  mortaU  wights,  whose  lives  and  fortunes  bee 

To  commun  accidents  stil  open  layd, 

Are  bownd  with  commun  bond  of  frailtee. 

To  succor  wretched  wights  whom  we  captfved  see.*' 


zxxvn. 

By  this  ber  damzeDs,  which  the  former  cbsoe 
Had  undertaken  after  her,  arT]rv*d, 
As  did  BelpbiBbe,  in  the  bloody  place. 
And  thereby  deemd  the  beast  baa  bene  depriv'd 
Of  life,  whom  late  their  ladies  arow  iyv*d : 
Forthy  the  bloody  tract  they  followd  fast. 
And  every  (me  to  ronne  the  swiftest  stxyv'd ; 
But  two  of  them  the  rest  far  overpast. 
And  where  their  lady  was  anived  at  the  list 

xzzTxn. 

Where  when  tbey  saw  that  goodly  boy  with  Uood 
Defowled,  and  their  lady  dresse  his  wownd, 
They  wondred  much ;  and  shortly  understood 
How  him  in  deadly  cace  their  lacfy  fownd, 
And  reskewed  out  of  the  heavy  stownd. 
Eftsoones  his  warlike  courser,  which  was  strayd 
Farre  in  the  woodes  whiles  that  he  lay  in  swownd. 
She  made  those  damzels  search  ;  which  being  stayd, 
They  did  him  set  thereon,  and  forth  with  t^em 
convayd. 


Into  that  forest  farre  they  thence  bim  led 
Where  was  their  dwelling ;  in  a  pleasant  glade 
With  mountainea  rownd  about  environed 
And  mightie  woodes,  which  did  the  valley  shade. 
And  like  a  stately  theatre  it  made 
Spresdinff  itselfe  into  a  spatious  plaine ; 
And  in  the  midst  a  little  river  plaido 
Emongst  the  pumy  stones,  which  seemd  to  plaine 
With  gentle  muimure  that  his  conzae  they  did 
restzaine. 

XL. 

Beside  the  same  a  dainty  place  there  1^, 

Planted  with  mirtle  trees  snd  kurells  greene. 

In  which  the  birds  song  many  a  lovely  lay 

Of  Oods  high  praise,  and  of  their  loves  swMtteane, 

As  it  an  earthly  paradise  had  beene : 

In  whose  enclosed  shadow  there  was  pight 

A  &ire  pavilion,  scarcely  to  be  seene, 

The  which  was  al  within  most  richly  dight. 

That  greatest  princes  living  it  mote  well  delight. 

zu. 

Thetber  tbey  brought  that  wounded  squyre*  andlayd 

In  eaaie  couch  his  feeble  limbes  to  reat. 

He  rested  him  awhile ;  and  then  the  mayd 

His  readie  wound  with  better  salves  new  drest  i 

Daily  she  dressed  him,  and  did  the  best. 

His  grievous  hurt  to  ffuarish,  that  she  might ; 

That  shortly  she  bis  dolour  bath  redrest, 

And  his  fome  sore  reduced  to  faire  plight : 

It  she  reduced,  but  hinaelfe  destioyed  quighU 


O  foolish  physick,  and  unfruitfull  peine. 

That  heales  up  one,  and  makes  another  wound  t 

She  his  hurt  tnigh  to  him  recurd  againe. 

But  hurt  his  hart,  the  which  before  was  ooond. 

Through  an  unwary  dart  which  did  rebownd 

From  her  fiure  eyes  and  gratious  oountenAuxieeb 

What  bootes  it  him  from  deiUh  to  be  unbownd* 

To  be  captived  in  endltee  dura<faiee 

Of  sonow  and  dwptjn  widioat  aleggeaone* ! 
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XUII. 

StiU  u  his  wound  did  gather,  and  grow  hole, 
80  still  hia  hut  woxe  sore,  and  heuth  decsyd: 
Madoasse  to  sare  a  part,  and  lose  the  whole! 
Still  whenas  he  heheld  the  hearenly  majd, 
Whilea  dailj  plavstera  to  hia  wownd  she  layd, 
So  still  hia  malady  the  more  increast. 
The  whilea  her  matchlesse  heantie  hiioi  dinnajd« 
Ah  God !  what  other  conld  he  do  at  least, 
Bnt  lore  so  ftyre  a  ladj  that  his  life  releaat  I 

nut. 

Long  while  he  stxoFe  in  his  oorageons  hrett 
With  reason  dew  the  paasion  to  snhdew. 
And  lore  for  to  dislo«lge  ont  of  his  nest : 
Still  when  her  excellencies  he  did  vew, 
Her  soveraine  honntie  and  oelestisll  hew. 
The  same  to  lore  he  strongly  was  constrsynd : 
Bat,  when  hia  meane  estate  he  did  lerew. 
He  from  snch  hardy  holdnesse  was  restraynd. 
And  of  hia  lacfclesae  lott  and  cmell  lore  thus  playnd : 

ZLT. 

**  Unthaahfiill  wretch,"  said  he,  "  is  this  the  meed, 

With  which  her  aorerain  mercy  thoa  doest  quight  T 

Thy  life  she  sared  by  her  gratioos  deed  ; 

But  thoa  doeat  weene  with  Tilleinoas  despight 

To  hlott  her  honour  and  her  hearenly  light : 

I^ ;  father  dve  then  so  disloyally 

Deeme  €f(  her  ni^  desert,  or  seeme  so  light : 

Fsyie  death  it  ia,  to  shonne  more  shame,  to  dy  : 

Dye ;  father  dy  then  ever  lore  disloyally. 

ZLVI. 

«*  But  if,  to  lore,  disloyalty  it  hee, 

ShaD  I  then  hate  her  tliat  from  deathea  dore 

Me  bnmght!  ah  t  frore  be  snoh  reproach  fro  mee ! 

Whst  can  I  lesse  doe  then  her  lore  theref<Sre, 

Sith  I  her  dew  reward  cannot  reatore? 

Dye ;  rather  dye,  and  djring  doe  her  serre ; 

Dyinff  her  serve,  and  living  her  adore ; 

Thy  Ufa  she  gare,  thy  life  she  doth  deserre : 

Dye;  natber  dye  then  erer  from  her  serrice  swerre. 

XLTn. 

"  fiot,  foolish  boy,  what  bootes  thy  senrioe  baee 
To  her,  to  whom  the  heavens  doe  serve  and  sew  7 
ThoB,  a  meane  sqnyre,  of  meeke  and  lowly  place; 
She,  harenly  borne  and  of  celestiall  hew. 
Hew  then  t  of  all  love  taketh  eonaU  raw : 
Aad  doth  not  higheat  God  roncnaafe  to  take 
The  lore  and  servioe  of  the  basest  crew? 
If  she  will  not;  dye  meekly  for  her  sake : 
Dye  ;  titlur  dye  then  ever  so  fiure  love  forsake  I' 

xi.vni. 

ThttM  waxMid  he  long  time  against  his  will ; 
TiD  thai  through  weakness  1^  was  forst  at  last 
To  yield  himffftfit  unto  the  mightie  ill, 
Whaeh,  aa  a  ricteor  nrond,  gan  ransack  fast 
His  inward  partaa  aaa  sll  his  entnkyles  wast, 
That  neitbee  blood  in  face  nor  life  m  hart 
Ic  left,  but  both  did  <|iiita  drje  np  and  blast ; 
Ai  perdag  levin,  which  the  mner  part 
Of  eraay  thing  eonanmea  and  oalcmeth  by  art. 


xux. 


Which  aeeing  friyre  Belphcehe  gan  to  feare. 
Least  that  hia  wonnd  were  inly  well  not  heald. 
Or  that  the  wicked  Steele  empovaned  were : 
litle  shoe  weend  that  lore  he  cloae  concealed. 
Yet  atin  he  wasted,  aa  the  snow  oongeald 
When  the  biicht  sunne  his  beams  theron  doth  beat : 
If  et  nerer  he  his  hart  to  her  reveald ; 
Bnt  nther  chose  to  dye  for  sorow  great 
Then  with  dishononble  tecmea  her  to  entreat 


She,  graeioiia  lady,  yet  no  paines  did  spare 

To  doe  him  ease,  or  doe  him  remedy  : 

Many  restoratives  of  vertaes  rare 

And  costly  cordislles  she  did  apply. 

To  mitigate  his  stubbome  malady : 

Bnt  that  sweet  cordiall,  which  can  restore 

A  love-aick  hart,  she  did  to  him  envy  ; 

To  him,  and  to  all  th*  unworthy  world  forlore, 

She  did  enyy  that  soveraine  salre  in  secret  store. 

That  daintie  rose,  the  daughter  of  her  mome. 
More  deare  then  life  she  tendered,  whose  flowre 
The  girlond  of  her  honour  did  adome : 
Ne  snfied  she  the  middayes  scorching  powra, 
Ne  the  sharp  northeme  wind  thereon  to  showre ; 
Bnt  lapped  up  her  silken  leayes  most  chayre, 
Whenso  the  froward  skye  began  to  lowre ; 
But,  soone  as  calmed  was  the  cristall  ayre. 
She  did  it  iayre  diapred  and  let  to  flonsh  fayra. 

ui. 

Etemall  God,  in  his  almightie  powre. 
To  make  ensample  of  his  heavenly  giace, 
In  pttW'"*  w^lome  did  phmt  this  flowre ; 
Whence  he  it  fetcht  out  of  her  native  place. 
And  did  in  stocks  of  earthly  flesh  enrace. 
That  mortall  men  her  gloiy  should  admyre. 
In  gentle  ladiea  breste  and  bounteous  race 
Of  woman-kind  it  fayrest  flowre  doth  spyn, 
Aad beaxeth  fruit  othonour  and  all  chast desyre. 

un. 

Fayre  ympes  of  beautie,  whosebright  shininff  beamea 
Adome  the  world  with  like  to  heavenly  light. 
And  to  your  willes  both  royalties  and  names 
Subdew,  through  conquest  of  your  wondrous  might; 
With  this  fayre  flovnv  your  goodly  girlonds  digut 
Of  chastitv  and  yertue  virginall. 
That  shall  embellish  mora  your  beautie  bright. 
And  crowne  your  heades  with  heavenly  coronall. 
Such  as  the  angels  wearo  before  God's  tribunall ! 

uv. 

To  youre  fiure  selves  a  faire  ensample  frame 
Of  this  fairo  virgin,  this  Belphoebe  fiityre ; 
To  whom,  in  pmect  love  and  spotless  fiime 
Of  ohastitie,  none  livinff  may  compayre : 
Ne  poysnons  envy  iustly  can  empayre 
The  pnyse  of  her  fresh-flowiing  maydenhead  ; 
Forthy  she  standeth  on  the  highest  stayre 
Of  th*^ honourable  stage  of  womanhead. 
That  ladies  all  may  fiwow  her  ensample  dead. 
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In  togmt 

NatfalMae  dte  wh  to  ecMiit0OQs  and 
Teiii{ired  with  gnee  ad  goodly  modwty. 
That  ■ffimwl  tboM  two  vertoM  strove  to  fpA 
The  higher  phee  ia  her  hooiek  mynd : 
80  striTing  each  did  oChor  non  aagiacn^ 
And  both  ontiwH  the  ynpm  of  woMn^nd 
And  both  cncKUt  her  hesutio  oieellent : 
80  all  did  make  in  her  a  perfMt 


CANTO  VL 

The  birth  of  6ji«  Belphabe  and 

Of  Amoratt  la  told : 
The  gardins  of  Adonia  fianght 

With  plaaamea  manifold. 


Well  maj  I  weene,  fiura  ladiea,  all  thia  while 

ife  wonder  how  this  noble  damoiell 

80  great  perfections  did  in  her  compile, 

8ith  Uiat  in  lalrage  forests  she  did  dweD, 

80  farre  from  court  and  royal  citadell. 

The  great  echoolmaistresse  of  all  courtesy : 

8eemeth  that  soch  wilde  woodes  should  fiff  ezpeO 

All  cirile  usage  end  ffentility, 

And  gentle  sprite  detonne  with  rade  rastidty. 


But  to  thia  fidre  Belphoebe  in  her  berth 
The  hereos  so  fsToorable  were  and  firee. 
Looking  with  myld  asp^  upon  the  earth 
In  th'  horoicope  of  her  natiritee, 
That  all  the  gifts  of  grace  and  chastitee 
On  her  they  poured  forth  of  plenteous  home: 
lore  laught  on  Venus  from  his  soTerayne  lee. 
And  Phcebus  with  faire  beames  did  her  adome, 
And  all  the  graces  rockt  her  eiadle  being  home. 

tix. 

Her  berth  was  of  the  wombe  of  morning  dew, 
And  her  conception  of  the  ioyous  prime ; 
And  all  her  whole  creation  did  her  shew 
Pure  and  unspotted  from  all  loathly  crime 
That  is  ingenerate  in  fleahly  alime. 
80  was  this  rirgin  borne,  so  was  she  bred ; 
80  was  she  trayned  up  from  time  to  time 
In  all  chaste  rertue  and  true  bountihed, 
Till  to  her  dew  perfection  ibe  were  ripened. 

tv. 

Her  mother  waa  the  frire  Chrysogonee, 

The  daughter  of  Amphiaa,  who  by  race 

A  Faerie  was»  ybome  of  high  degiee : 

Bhe  bore  Belpncebe ;  she  bore  in  like  cace 

Fayre  Amoretta  in  tlie  second  place :  [sh„  _ 

These  two  were  twinnes,  and  twixt  them  two  did 

The  heritage  of  all  celestiall  grace ; 

That  all  the  rest  it  seemd  they  robbed  bare 

Of  bounty,  and  of  beautie,  and  all  Tertues  rare. 


It  were  a  goodly  stoiia  to  dedan 
By  what  stiannge  accidtnt  fidre  Cfaiyaogone 
ConoeiT'd  theae  infimta,  and  how  them  uie  bare 
In  this  wilde  forreat  wandring  all  alone. 
After  ahe  had  nine  monetha  fnlfild  and  gones 
For  not  aa  other  wemena  commune  brood 
They  were  enwombed  in  the  aaered  throne 
Of  her  chaate  bodie ;  nor  with  commune  food, 
Aa  other  wemena  babea,  they  sucked  Txtall  blood  s 

▼I. 

But  wondrooaly  they  were  begot  and  bred 

Through  influence  of  th'  herena  fiuitfuU  lay, 

Aa  it  in  antique  hookas  ia  mentioned. 

It  waa  upon  a  aommera  shinie  A%j, 

When  Titian  fidre  his  beamea  did  diaplsy. 

In  a  fresh  fountains,  far  fitnn  all  mena  Tew, 

She  bath'd  her  brest  the  boyling^  heat  t*  allay ; 

She  bath'd  with  roaea  red  and  Tioleta  blew. 

And  all  the  sweetest  flowers  that  in  thefoneat  grew . 

▼n. 

Till  flunt  through  yrkeaome  werines  adowno 

Upon  the  greasy  ^und  herselfe  she  layd 

To  sleepe,  the  whiles  a  gentle  alombring  swowim 

Upon  her  fell  all  naked  bare  displayd : 

The  sunbeames  bright  upon  her  body  plajd* 

Being  through  former  bathing  molhnde. 

And  pierst  into  her  wombe  ;  where  they  embcrd 

With  BO  sweet  sence  and  secret  powie  unspide. 

That  in  her  pregnant  fleah  they  ahortly  firnctiJidei* 

yxn. 

Miraculous  may  Beeme  to  him  that  readea 
So  straunge  ensample  of  conoeptbn ; 
But  reason  teacheth  that  the  fruitful!  aeadea 
Of  all  things  liWng,  through  impression 
Of  the  sunbeames  in  moyst  complexion. 
Doe  life  conceiTe  and  ouickned  are  by  kyad  1 
So,  after  Nilua  inundation. 
Infinite  shapes  of  creatures  men  doe  fynd 
I  Informed  in  the  mud  on  which  the  sunne  hmth  »h  jn .% 
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Great  ftch«r  he  of  ganaratioii 
Is  rigbtlj  cM,  th'  autbour  of  life  and  I%ht ; 
And  bu  fairs  sister  for  creation 
MinistMth  matter  fit,  which,  tempted  right 
With  beate  and  homonr,  breedes  the  liymg  ^ight 
80  tproDg  these  twinnes  in  womb  of  Cbrysogone ; 
Yet  wist  she  nought  thereof,  bai  sore  affright 
Wondred  to  see  her  belly  so  npblone, 
Whkh  still  increast  till  she  her  terme  had  full  ont- 
gone. 

s. 

Wberaof  ooneeiTing  shame  and  fonle  disgrace, 
Albe  ber  gniltlesse  conscience  her  olean^ 
She  fled  into  the  wildemesse  a  space, 
TQl  that  nnweeldjr  burden  she  had  reard. 
And  sbund  dishonor  which  as  death  she  feard : 
Where,  wearie  of  long  trareill,  downe  to  rest 
Herselie  she  set,  and  comfortably  cheard ; 
There  a  sad  cloud  of  sleepe  her  orerkest. 
And  seiied  erery  sence  with  sorrow  sore  opprest 


It  fiortoied,  fairs  Venus  haying  lost 
Her  btde  sonne,  the  winged  god  of  love. 
Who  for  some  light  dispkasure,  which  him  crost. 
Was  £rom  ber  fled  as  flit  as  ayeiy  doye. 
And  left  her  blisfull  bowre  or  ioy  aboye ; 
(So  from  her  often  he  had  fled  away, 
When  abe  for  ought  him  sharpely  did  reproye. 
And  wandred  in  the  world  in  straunge  aray, 
Disgtttt'd  in  thousand  shapes,  that  none  might  him 
bewiayO 

xn. 

Him  for  to  aeeke,  she  left  her  heayenly  bona 
The  hooae  of  goodly  formes  and  fiiire  aspects. 
Whence  all  the  world  deriyes  the  glorious 
Festares  of  beautie,  and  all  shapes  select. 
With  which  high  God  his  workmanship  hath  deckt ; 
I     And  searched  eyerie  way  through  which  his  wings 
.     Had  borne  him,  or  his  tract  she  mote  detect : 
I     She  promist  kisses  sweet,  and  sweeter  thinn, 
I     Vato  the  man  that  of  him  tydings  to  her  brmgs. 

zin. 

j     Fint  sbe  htm  sought  in  court ;  where  most  he  us'd 

I     Whylome  to  haunt,  but  there  she  found  him  not ; 
Bat  many  there  she  found  which  sore  accus'd 

I     His  ftlshood,  end  with  fowle  inflEimous  blot 
His  cmell  deedes  and  wicked  wylea  did  spot : 

I     Ladies  and  lordes  abe  eyery  where  mote  heare 
Conpkynioig.liow  with  his  empoysoned  shot 
Their  woAUf  harta  he  wounded  nad  whyleare, 
Andao  had  left  them  languishing  twixt  hope  and  feare. 


'     She  thsD  the  oitiee  sought  from  gate  to  gate. 
And  eyerie  one  did  aalra.  Did  he  him  see? 

I     Aad  eytfie  on*  her  snswerd,  that  too  late 
Hs  bad  fasm  eeene,  and  felt  the  crueltee 
Of  hu  aharp  dartea  and  whot  artiUerse: 

{     And  ey«ry  one  threw  forth  reproches  rife 
Of  hie  miechi^ous  deedes,  snd  sayd  Uiat  bee 
W«a  the  disturber  of  all  ciyill  life, 
The  •nimr  of  peace,  and  authour  of  all  strife. 


Then  in  the  eountrey  she  abroad  him  sought^ 
And  in  the  rurall  cottages  inouir'd ; 
Where  also  many  plaintes  to  ner  were  brougrhty 
How  he  their  heeoelesae  harts  with  loye  had  fir'd, 
And  his  false  yenim  through  their  yeines  inspired  ; 
And  Ae  the  gentle  shepheard  swaynes,  wfaicn  sat 
Keeping  their  fleecy  flockes  as  they  were  hyr'd. 
She  sweetly  heard  complaine  both  how  and  what 
Her  Sonne  had  to  them  doen;  yet  she  did  smib 
thereat 

xyx. 

But,  when  in  none  of  all  these  she  him  got. 
She  gan  ayise  where  els  he  mote  him  hyde : 
At  last  she  her  bethought  that  she  had  not 
Yet  sought  the  salyage  woods  and  forests  wyde, 
In  which  full  many  loyely  nymphes  abyde ; 
Mongst  whom  might  be  that  be  did  closely  lye. 
Or  that  the  loye  of  some  of  them  him  tyde : 
Forthy  she  thether  cast  her  course  t'  apply, 
To  search  the  secret  haunts  of  Dianea  company. 

zyix* 

Shortly  unto  the  wastefnll  woods  she  came. 
Whereas  she  found  the  goddesse  with  her  crew. 
After  late  chace  of  the'r  ..  ibrewed  game. 
Sitting  beside  a  fountaine  in  a  rew ; 
Some  of  them  washing  with  the  liquid  dew 
From  off  their  dainty  limbs  the  dusty  sweat 
And  soyle,  which  did  deforme  their  liyely  hew. 
Others  lay  shaded  from  the  scorching  heat ; 
The  reat  upon  her  person  gaye  attendance  great. 

zym. 

She,  haying  hon^  upon  a  bough  on  high 

Her  bow  and  pamted  quiyer,  nad  unlute 

Her  silyer  busains  from  her  nimble  thigh. 

And  her  lanck  loynes  un^;irt,  and  brests  unbraste, 

After  her  beat  the  breathmg  cold  to  taste; 

Her  golden  lockes,  that  late  in  tresses  bright 

Embreaded  were  for  hindring  of  her  haste. 

Now  loose  about  her  shoulders  hong  undirht. 

And  were  with  sweet  ambrosia  all  besprinckled  light. 

ziz. 

Soone  as  she  Venus  saw  behinde  her  backe. 
She  was  asham'd  to  be  so  loose  8urpiia*d ; 
And  woxe  halfe  wroth  against  her  damsels  alacki^ 
That  had  not  her  thereot  before  ayiz'd. 
But  suffied  her  so  carelesly  disguiz'd 
Be  oyertaken :  soone  her  garmenta  laop^ 
Upgath'ring,  in  her  bosome  she  compriz'a 
Wdl  as  she  might,  and  to  the  goddesse  rose ; 
Whiles  sU  hernympbesdid  like  a  girlond  her  endoae 

xz. 

Goodly  sbe  gan  faire  Cythereagpreet, 
And  shortly  asked  her  what  cause  her  brought. 
Into  that  wildemesse  for  her  unmeet,        [naught : 
From  her  sweete  bowres  and  beds  with  plessurea 
That  suddein  chaang  she  straung  adyenture  thought 
To  whom  halfe  weeping  abe  thus  snsweied  ; 
That  she  her  dearest  sonne  Cupido  sought 
Who  in  his  frowardnes  from  her  was  fled ; 
That  sbe  repented  sore  ti)  iidve  mm  oiij^ereu. 
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Tharwt  Dimi  gin  to  tnifle,  in  toonie 

Of  her  Ttine  playnt,  tnd  to  her  scoffing  nyd ; 

*'  Greet  pitty  eure  that  ye  be  so  forlome  , 

Of  your  (TBy  sonnei  that  gives  yoa  so  good  ayd 

To  your  disports ;  111  mote  ye  bene  apeyd  V* 

But  she  was  more  engrieved,  sad  replide : 

"  Faire  sister,  ill  beeeemes  it  to  upbraj^d 

A  dolefiill  heart  with  so  disdainfuU  pride ; 

The  like  that  mine  may  be  your  pains  another  tide. 


zzn. 

"  As  yoa  in  woods  and  wanton  wildemesse 
Your  glory  sett  to  chace  the  salrage  beasts ; 
So  my  delight  is  all  in  ioyfulnesse. 
In  beds,  in  bowres,  in  banckets,  and  in  feasts  : 
And  ill  becomes  you,  with  your  lofty  creaats. 
To  scome  the  ioy  that  Ioto  is  glad  to  seeke : 
We  both  are  bownd  to  follow  hearens  bebeasts 
And  tend  our  charges  with  obeisaunce  meeke : 
Span,  gentle  sister,  with  reproch  my  pauie  to  eeke ; 


'*  And  tell  me  if  that  ye  my  sonne  haye  heszd 
To  lurke  emongst  your  nimphes  in  secret  wix8« 
Or  keepe  their  cabms :  much  I  am  affeard 
Least  he  like  one  of  them  hbnselfe  disguise. 
And  tume  his  aiiows  to  their  exercise  : 
So  may  he  long  himselfe  full  easie  hide ; 
For  he  is  faire,  and  fresh  in  face  and  guise 
As  any  nimphe ;  let  not  it  be  enride. 
So  saying  erery  nimph  full  narrowly  shee  eide. 


But  Phoebe  therewith  sore  was  angered,  [^7* 

And  sharply  aaide ;  "  Goe  dame ;  goe,  seeke  your 

Where  you  him  lately  lefte,  in  Mars  his  bed: 

He  comes  not  here ;  we  scome  his  foolish  ioy, 

Ne  lend  we  leisure  to  his  idle  toy : 

But,  if  I  catch  him  in  this  company. 

By  Stygian  lake  I  yow,  whose  Md  annoy 

The  ^lods  doe  dread,  he  dearly  ahall  abye : 

Be  cbp  his  wanton  wings  that  he  no  more  shall  flye." 

xxy. 

Whom  whenaa  Venus  saw  so  sore  displeasd, 
Shee  inly  sory  was,  and  san  relent 
What  sbse  had  said :  so  ner  shee  scone  appeasd 
With  sugred  words  and  gentle  blandishment. 
Which  as  a  fountaine  from  her  sweete  lips  went 
And  welled  goodly  forth,  that  in  short  space 
She  was  well  pleasd,  and  forth  her  djmiKells  sent 
Through  all  the  woods,  to  search  from  place  to  place 
If  any  tract  of  him  or  tidings  they  mote  trace. 

xzyi. 

To  search  the  god  of  loye  her  nimphea  ahe  sent 
Throughout  the  wandering  forest  eyeiy  where : 
And  after  them  herselfe  eke  with  hex  went 
To  seeke  the  fiigitiye  both  fsrre  and  nere. 
So  long  they  souffht,  till  they  aniyed  were 
In  that  same  shaay  coyert  whereas  lay 
Fairs  Ciysogone  in  slombir  traunce  whilere ; 
Who  in  her  sleepe  (a  wonorous  thing  to  say) 
Unwaiea  had  boma.two  babes  as  fiure  as  springing 
day. 


Unwares  she  tnem  conceiyd,  unwaiea  she  bore : 
She  bore  withouten  peine,  that  she  oonosty'd 
Withouten  pleasure ;  ne  her  need  implore 
Lucinaes  aide :  which  when  they  boln  perceiy'd. 
They  were  through  wonder  nigh  of  sence  berey'd. 
Ana  gaxing  each  on  other  nought  bespake : 
At  last  they  both  agreed  her  seeming  giiey'd 
Out  of  her  heayie  swowne  not  to  awake. 
But  from  her  loying  side  the  tender  babes  to  take. 


Up  the^  them  tooke,  each  one  a  babe  uplooke» 
And  with  them  earned  to  be  foetered  : 
Dame  Phoebe  to  a  nymphe  her  babe  becooke 
To  be  upbrought  in  perfect  maydenhed. 
And,  of  herselfe,  her  nsme  Belphabe  red : 
But  Venus  hers  thenee  far  away  eonyayd, 
To  be  upbrought  in  goodly  womanhed ; 
And,  in  her  liule  Loyea  stead  which  was  strayd. 
Her  Amoretta  cald,  to  comfort  her  dismayd. 


She  brought  her  to  her  ioyous  paradiae  [dwMI, 

Wher  most  she  wonnes,  wheo  she  on  earth  does 

So  faire  a  place  as  nature  can  devise : 

Wedier  in  P^hos,  or  Cytheron  hill. 

Or  it  in  Gnidus  bee,  I  wote  not  well ; 

But  well  I  wote  by  triall,  that  this  same 

All  other  pleasaunt  places  doth  ezcell. 

And  called  is,  by  her  lost  loyers  name. 

Hie  gardin  of  Adonis,  far  renowmd  by  fame. 

XXX, 

In  that  same  gardin  all  the  goodly  llowiea. 

Wherewith  dame  Nature  doth  her  beautify 

And  decka  the  girlonds  of  her  paramourea. 

Are  fetcht :  thore  ia  the  firat  seminaiy 

Of  all  thinga  that  are  borne  to  liye  and  dye, 

According  to  their  kynds.    Long  worka  it  were 

Here  to  account  the  endlesse  progeny 

Of  tU.  the  weeds  that  bud  and  bloasome  there , 

But  so  much  aa  doth  need  must  needs  be  ooonted 


It  sited  was  in  fruitfoll  soyle  of  old. 

And  girt  in  with  two  walls  on  either  side ; 

The  one  of  yron,  the  other  of  bright  gold, 

That  none  might  thorough  breake,  nor  oyeratride  i 

And  double  gates  it  had  which  opened  wide, 

By  which  both  in  and  out  men  moten  pas ; 

Tn'  one  faire  and  fresh,  the  other  old  and  dride : 

Old  Genius  the  porter  of  them  was. 

Old  Genins,  the  which  a  double  natore  has. 


He  letteth  in,  he  lettedi  out  to  wend 
All  that  to  come  into  the  world  desire : 
A  thousand  thousand  naked  babes  attend 
About  him  day  and  night,  whidi  doe  requite 
That  he  with  fleahly  weeds  would  them  atdre  : 
Such  aa  him  list,  such  as  etemall  fate 
Ordained  hath,  he  dothea  with  sinful!  mire, 
And  sendeth  forth  to  liye  m  mortall  state, 
im  they  agtyn  letaroe  badn  by  the  hinder  gatcu 
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After  tbst  they  againe  retoorned  beene, 

Ther  ia  that  garain  planted  bee  agayne. 

Ana  mw  afn-ah,  as  they  had  nerer  aeene 

Fleahfy  corruption  nor  mortal]  payne : 

Some  thousand  yeares  bo  doen  they  there  remayne. 

And  then  of  him  are  clad  with  other  hew. 

Or  tent  into  the  chaongefull  world  agayne. 

Till  thether  ther  letoume  where  first  they  grew : 

80y  bke  a  whede,  arownd  they  rtmne  firom  old  to  new. 


No  neeoa  Aeire  gardiner  to  sett  or  flow. 
To  plant  or  prune;  for  of  thdr  owne  accord 
All  things,  88  they  created  were,  doe  grow. 
And  yet  remember  well  the  mighty  word 
Which  first  was  spoken  by  th'  Almighty  Lord, 
That  bad  diem  to  merease  and  multiply : 
Ne  doe  they  need,  with  water  of  the  ford 
Or  of  the  clouds,  to  moysten  their  roots  dry ; 
For  in  themselres  eternall  moisture  they  imply. 


Infinite  shraes  of  creatures  there  are  bred. 

And  uncootn  formes,  which  none  yet  erer  knew : 

And  ertiy  sort  is  in  a  sondry  bed 

S«tt  by  itaelfe,  snd  ranckt  in  comely  rew : 

Some  fitt  for  reasonable  sowles  t'indew ; 

Some  made  for  beasts,  some  made  for  biids  to  wears; 

And  sU  the  firuitftin  spawns  of  fishes  hew 

In  endlesse  nncks  along  enraunged  were. 

That  seemd  the  ocean  could  notoontaine  them  then. 

xxxn, 

Dsily  they  grow,  and  daily  forth  are  sent 

IbU>  the  w<ffld,  it  to  replenish  more ; 

Yet  is  the  stocks  not  lessened  nor  spent. 

But  sCil]  remames  in  ererlasting  store 

As  it  at  first  created  was  of  yore : 

For  in  the  wide  wombe  of  the  world  there  lyes, 

la  hatefuU  darknes  and  in  deep  horr6re. 

An  huge  etenall  chaos,  which  supplyes, 

Tbs  flnbatnnoes  of  natures  f ruitfuU  progenyes. 

xxxvn. 

AH  things  from  thence  doe  their  first  being  fetch, 

And  bonow  matter  whereof  they  are  made ; 

Which,  wheoas  forme  and  feature  it  does  ketch. 

Becomes  a  bodr>  and  doth  then  invade 

The  slate  of  lire  out  of  the  griesly  shade. 

That  substannoe  is  eteme,  and  bideth  so ; 

Nff,  when  the  life  decayes  and  fonne  does  fiid^ 

Doth  It  consume  and  into  nothing  goe, 

But  diMnged  is  and  often  altred  to  and  firoew 

ZXZTIIL 

Hm  substannee  is  not  chaungd  nor  altered^ 

B«t  th'  only  forme  and  outwwd  fashion ; 

For  ereiy  subfltaunoe  is  conditioned 

To  ^snnge  her  hew,  and  sondry  formes  to  don. 

Meet  for  her  temper  snd  complexion : 

For  fames  are  Tsnable,  and  oec^y 

By  eoufse  of  kinde  and  by  occasion ; 

And  that  ^m  fiowrs  of  beautie  fades  away. 

As  dolh  the  lilly  frssh  before  tbs  sunny  ray. 


XXXIX* 


Great  enimy  to  it,  and  to  all  the  rest 

That  in  the  gfardin  of  Adonis  springs, 

Is  wicked  Time ;  who  with  his  scjth  addrest 

Does  mow  the  flowring  herbes  and  goodly  things. 

And  sll  their  glory  to  the  ground  downe  flings. 

Where  they  do  wither  and  are  fowly  mard : 

He  flyes  about,  and  with  his  flaggy  wing^ 

Beates  downe  both  leayes  and  buds  without  regard, 

Ne  ever  pitty  may  relent  his  malice  hard. 


XL. 


Yet  pitty  often  did  the  gods  relent. 
To  see  so  fiiire  thinges  msrd  snd  spoiled  quight : 
And  their  great  mouer  Venus  did  lament 
The  losse  of  her  deare  brood,  her  deare  delight : 
Her  hart  was  pierst  with  pit^  at  the  sight. 
When  walking  through  the  gardin  them  she  spyde. 
Yet  no'te  she  find  reiresse  for  such  despight : 
For  all  that  lives  is  subieot  to  that  law : 
AUthingf  decay  in  time,  and  to  their  end  doe  draw. 


xu. 

But  were  it  not  that  Time  their  trembler  is. 
All  that  in  this  delightfuU  gardin  growes 
Should  hsppybee,  snd  hare  immortall  blis  : 
For  here  aU  plenty  and  all  pleasure  flowes ; 
Andsweete  Love  gentle  fitts  emongst  them  throwes 
Without  fell  rancor  or  fond  gealosy : 
Fianddy  esch  paramour  his  leman  knowes  ; 
Each  bird  his  mate  ;  ne  any  does  enrv 
Their  goodly  meriment  ana  gay  felicity. 

XLU. 

There  is  continuall  spring,  and  hanrest  there 
Continuall,  both  meeting  at  one  tyme : 
For  both  the  boughes  doe  laughing  blossoms  bears, 
And  with  fresh  colours  decke  the  wanton  pryme, 
And  eke  attonce  the  heary  trees  they  clyme. 
Which  seeme  to  labour  under  their  fruites  lode : 
Tlie  whiles  the  ioyous  birdes  mske  their  pastyme 
Emongst  the  shady  leares,  their  sweet  abode, 
And  ueir  trew  lores  without  suspition  tell  abrode. 

XLin. 

Right  in  the  middest  of  thst  Psradise 
There  stood  a  stately  mount,  on  whose  round  top 
A  gloomy  grove  of  mirtle  trees  did  rise, 
Whose  shady  boughes  sharp  Steele  did  never  lop, 
Nor  wicked  b«utes  their  tender  buds  did  crop. 
But  like  a  girlond  compassed  the  bight. 
And  from  Uieir  fruitfiill  sydes  sweet  gum  did  drop, 
That  all  the  ground,  with  pretious  deaw  bedight. 
Threw  forth  most  dainty  odours  and  most  sweet 
delight 

XUT. 

And  in  the  thickest  covert  of  that  sbsds 

There  wss  a  pleasant  arber,  not  by  art 

But  of  the  trees  owne  inclination  made. 

Which  Imitting  their  rancke  braunches  part  to  part, 

With  wanton  yvie-twine  entrayld  athwart. 

And  eglantine  and  caprifole  emong, 

Fashiond  above  within  their  inmost  part. 

That  oetherPhflebus  beams  could  through  them  throng 

Nor  Aeolus  shsrp  blast  could  worke  thism  any  wrong 
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XLT. 

And  mil  about  grew  eveiy  sorte  of  flown. 

To  which  sad  bven  were  tniufonnde  of  yore } 

Fresh  Hjracinthas,  Phcebus  paruDOora 

And  denrest  lore ; 

Foolish  Nardsae,  that  Ukea  the  watry  shore ; 

Sad  Amaranthus,  made  a  flowro  but  late. 

Sad  AmaranthuB,  in  whose  purple  eore 

Me  seemes  I  see  Amintas  wretched  firte. 

To  whom  Bweet  poets  rerse  hath  ^Ten  eadleaa  date. 

XLTI. 

There  wont  iayre  Venus  ofken  to  enioy 

Her  deare  Adonis  ioyous  company, 

Ad4  Jnap  sweet  pleasure  of  the  wanton  boy : 

Viare  vet,  some  say,  in  secret  he  does  ly, 

1  Jtpped  in  flowree  and  pretiousspyceiy. 

By  her  hid  from  the  world,  and  mm  the  skill 

Of  Stygtsn  gods,  which  doe  her  love  enry : 

But  she  herselfe,  whenever  that  she  will, 

Possesseth  him,  and  of  his  sweetnesse  takes  her  fill : 

ZLvn. 

And  sooth,  it  seemes,  they  sav ;  for  he  miy  not 

For  ever  dye,  and  ever  buried  bee 

In  balefbU  ni^ht  where  all  thinges  are  forgot; 

All  be  he  snbiect  to  mortalitie, 

Yet  is  eteme  in  mutabilitie, 

And  by  succession  made  perpetnall. 

Transformed  oft,  and  chaunged  diveralie : 

For  him  the  father  of  all  formes  they  call ; 

Therfore  needs  mote  he  live,  that  living  gives  to  alL 

xLvm. 

There  now  he  liveth  in  eternal  blis, 
loying  his  eoddesse,  and  of  her  enioyd ; 
Ne  feareth  he  henceforth  that  foe  of  his. 
Which  with  his  cmeU  tnake  him  deadly  doyd : 
For  that  wild  bore,  the  which  him  once  annoyd. 
She  firmely  hath  emprisoned  for  ay, 
(That  her  sweet  love  his  malice  mote  avoyd,) 
In  a  strong  rocky  cave,  which  is,  they  say, 
Uewen  underneath  that  mount,  that  none  him  loaen 
may. 


There  now  he  lives  in  everlasting  ioy. 

With  many  o^  the  gods  in  company 

Which  thether  hannt,  and  with  the  winged  boy. 

Sporting  himselfe  in  safe  felici^ : 

Who  when  he  hath  with  q>oiles  and  cruelty 

Ransackt  the  world,  and  in  the  wofiiU  harts 

Of  many  wretches  set  his  triumphes  hye, 

Thether  resortes,  and,  laying  his  sad  cUrtes 

Asyde,  with  faire  Adonis  playes  his  wanton  partes. 


And  his  trew  love  fiure  Payehe  with  him  playes^ 
Favre  Pysche  to  him  lately  reeoncyld, 
Aner  lon^  troublea  and  unmeet  upbrayes. 
With  which  his  mother  Venus  her  revyld. 
And  eke  himselfe  her  cruelly  ezyld : 
But  now  in  stedftst  love  and  happy  state 
She  with  him  Uvea,  and  hath  him  borne  a  cbyld, 
Pleasure,  that  doth  both  gods  snd  men  aggrete. 
Pleasure,  the  daughter  of  Cupid  and  Pysche  lale. 

u. 

Hether  great  Venus  brought  this  inftnt  ftyre 

llie  younger  daughter  of  Chiysogonee, 

And  unto  Psyche  with  great  trust  and  care 

Committed  her,  jfostned  to  bee 

And  trained  up  m  trew  feminitee : 

Who  no  lease  csrefuUyhertendovd 

Then  her  owne  daughter  Pleasure,  to  whom  Am 

Made  her  companion,  and  her  lessoned 

In  all  the  lore  of  love  and  goodly  womanhead. 


In  which  when  she  to  perfect  ripeness  grew. 
Of  grace  and  beautie  noble  psxagone. 
She  brought  her  forth  Ihto  the  worldes  vew. 
To  be  th'  ensample  of  true  love  alone, 
And  lodestarre  of  all  chaste  aBfectione 
To  all  &yre  ladies  that  doe  live  on  grownd. 
To  Faery  court  she  came ;  where  many  one 
Admyrd  her  goodly  haveour,  and  fownd 
His  feeble  out  wide  launched  with  loves    cruel 
wownd* 

Lm. 

But  she  to  none  of  them  her  love  did  east. 

Save  to  the  noble  knight  Sir  Scudamora, 

To  whom  her  loving  hart  she  linked  fast 

In  faithfull  love,  t*  abide  for  evermore ; 

And  for  his  dearest  sake  endured  sore. 

Sore  trouble  of  sn  hsinous  enimy, 

Who  her  would  forced  have  to  have  foilore 

Her  former  love  and  stedfast  loialty : 

As  ye  may  elsewhere  reads  that  rnefuU  history. 

uv. 

But  wen  I  weene  ye  first  desire  to  leamo 

What  end  unto  that  fearefoll  damoaell. 

Which  fledd  ao  &st  from  that  same  foster  steame 

Whom  with  his  brethren  Timias  slew,  befell : 

That  was,  to  weet,  the  goodly  Florimell ; 

Who  wandring  for  to  seeks  her  lover  deare. 

Her  lover  deare,  her  dearest  Marinell, 

Into  misfortune  fell,  as  ye  did  heare. 

And  from  Prince  Arthnre  fled  with  wings  of  idle 
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CANTO  vn. 

The  witcfaas  toone  Iotm  FloriiBeil  * 
She  11  jee ;  he  fiunee  to  dy. 

Setymie  nres  the  Rqvyie  of  Damee 
Fzom  gyenots  tjnoBf* 


Lt  ■!  hyiid  ibrtb  eingled  from  the  hetnl, 
Th«t  hath  escaped  from  a  raTenoaa  beast, 
YeC  flyw  away  of  her  owne  feete  afeaid  ; 
And  every  leafe,  that  ohaketh  with  the  least 
Mrnnnze  of  winde,  her  terror  hath  encreast : 
So  fledd  fryre  Florimell  from  her  yaine  feare. 
Long  after  she  from  periU  was  releast : 
Each  afaade  she  saw,  and  each  noyae  she  did  hMre, 
secme  to  be  the  same  which  she  eacapt  whilearei 


AH  diat  aame  erenlng  she  in  flying  spent. 
And  all  that  night  her  course  contmewed : 
Me  did  she  let  dnll  sleepe  once  to  relent 
Nor  wearineaaeto  skck  her  hast,  bnt  fled 
Ever  alfte,  aa  if  her  fonner  dred 
Were  herd  behind,  her  ready  to  arrest: 
And  ber  while  palfrey,  havmg  conquered 
Tbe  naistnng  rainee  out  of  her  weur  wrest, 
Peifooe  her  cazxied  wheie  oyer  ha  tnought  best 


ni. 

So  long  aa  breath  and  hable  pnissaunoe 

Did  aattre  eoiase  unto  him  supply. 

His  pace  be  freuly  forward  did  aaTannoe, 

And  carried  her  beyond  all  ieopardy ; 

Bat  Bougbt  that  wanteth  rest  can  long  aby : 

He,  bavmg  tbrongb  incessant  trareill  spent 

His  Ibree,  at  last  perforce  adowne  did  ly, 

Ne  foot  could  further  more:  the  lady  gent 

Tb«eat  was  aoddeui  strook  with  great  astonishment; 


And,  fiorst  t'slig^it,  on  foot  mote  algatea  (are 

A  mreiler  unwonted  to  such  way ; 

N«ed  taaeheth  her  this  lesson  hard  and  rare. 

Thai  Fartmm  aU  m  emiaU  laune$  deth  tway. 

Ami  m&rtaU  adanrift  doih  make  her  play. 

So  tone  she  trmreild,  till  at  length  she  came 

To  aa  nillea  aide,  which  did  to  her  bewray 

A  Kde  TaOey  snbieet  to  the  same, 

AD  eorard  with  thick  woodea  that  quite  it  orercame^ 

r. 

Throcgb  tk*  tope  of  the  high  trees  she  did  descry 

A  liile  smoke,  whose  rapour  thin  and  light 

Reskittg  aloft  imroUed  to  the  skv : 

Whteh  chearafuu  siene  did  send  unto  her  sight 

That  m  the  aame  dia  wonne  some  liring  wight. 

Eftsoooea  her  atepe  she  thereunto  applyd, 

And  caBBC  at  last  in  weaiy  wretched  plight 

l^ato  the  pilaee,  to  whi^  her  hope  did  guyde 

To  (bide  mmm  nfiiget]i0re,«Dd  i«a^  her  wearieayde. 


▼I. 

There  in  a  gloomy  hollow  glen  she  foond 
A  tittle  cottB|^,  built  of  stickeeand  reedes 
In  homely  wise,  and  wald  with  sods  around ; 
In  which  a  witdi  did  dwell,  in  loathly  weedea 
And  wilfnll  want,  all  carelesse  of  her  needee ; 
So  choosing  solitarie  to  abide 
Far  frtxmall  neighboura,  that  her  diyelish  deedea 
And  belliah  arts  frtmi  people  she  might  hide. 
And  hurt  fiur  off  unknowne  whomeyer  she  enyidAi 


yn. 

The  damiell  there  arriying  entred  in ; 
Where  aitting  on  the  flore  the  ha^  she  found 
Busie  (as  seem'd)  about  some  wicked  gin  : 
Who,  soone  as  she  beheld  that  suddein  stound. 
Lightly  upstarted  from  the  dustie  ground. 
And  with  fell  looke  snd  hollow  deadly  gase 
Stared  on  her  awhile,  aa  one  astound, 
Ne  hsd  one  word  to  speake  for  great  amaae ; 
But  ahewd  by  outward  aignea  that  dread  her  fence 
did  daxe* 

ynr* 

At  last,  turning  her  frare  to  foolish  wrath. 
She  askt.  What  deyill  had  her  thether  brought. 
And  who  she  was,  snd  what  unwonted  path 
Had  raided  her,  unwelcomed,  unsought  ? 
To  which  the  damzeU  full  of  donbtfull  thought 
Her  mildly  answer'd ;  "  Beldame,  be  not  wroth 
With  silly  yirgin,  by  adyenture  brought 
Unto  your  dwell^g,  ignorant  and  loth. 
That  craye  but  rowme  to  rest  while  tempest  oyer- 
bb'th." 


With  that  adowne  out  of  her  christall  eyne 

Few  trickling  teares  she  softly  forth  let  fall. 

That  tike  two  orient  perles  did  purely  shjrne 

Upon  her  snowy  cheeke  ;  and  tberewithall 

She  sighed  soft,  that  none  so  bestiall 

Nor  saJyage  hart  but  ruth  of  her  sad  ptieht 

Would  make  to  melt,  or  pitteously  appall ; 

And  that  yile  hag,  all  were  her  whole  detight 

In  mischiefe,  was  much  moved  at  so  pitteous  sight  | 


And  gan  recomfort  her,  in  her  rude  wyse. 
With  womanish  compassion  of  her  plaint. 
Wiping  the  tearea  from  her  suffusea  eyes. 
And  bidding  her  sit  downe  to  rest  her  frint 
And  wearie  iimbea  awhile  :  she  nothing  quaint 
Nor  'sdeigniull  of  so  homely  fiuhion, 
Sith  brought  she  waa  now  to  ao  hard  constraint, 
Sate  downe  upon  the  dusty  ground  anon ; 
As  glad  of  that  small  net,  aa  bird  of  tempest  gon. 
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XI. 

Tho  nn  iha  ga^har  up  her  gtrmentB  rent. 
And  bar  Ioom  lockes  to  digot  in  order  dew 
With  golden  wreath  and  gorgeoua  ornament ; 
Whom  auch  whenaa  die  wicked  hag  did  Tew, 
She  was  aatoniaht  at  her  hearenlj  hew. 
And  doubted  her  to  deeme  an  earthly  wight. 
Bat  or  some  eoddesse,  or  of  Dianea  crew, 
And  thought  her  to  adore  with  humble  spright : 
Tadore  thing  so  diyine  as  beauty  were  but  right 


This  wicked  woman  had  a 
The  comfort  of  her  age  and  weaiy  dajea, 
A  laesy  loord,  for  nothing  good  to  donne, 
But  stretched  forth  in  ydlenease  alwayea, 
Ne  ever  oast  his  mind  to  coyet  prajrse. 
Or  ply  himselfe  to  any  honest  trade ; 
But  all  the  day  before  the  sunny  rayee 
He  us'd  to  slug,  or  sleepe  in  slothfull  shade : 
Such  laeaienasse  both  lewd  and  poore  otUmoe  him 
made. 

xnu 

He,  oomming  home  at  undertime,  there  found 

The  iayrest  creature  that  he  ever  saw 

Sitting  beside  his  mother  on  the  ground ; 

The  sight  whereof  did  greatly  him  adaw. 

And  his  base  thought  with  terrour  and  with  aw 

So  inly  smot,  that  as  one,  which  hath  c^'d 

On  the  bright  sunne  unwares,  doth  soone  withdraw 

His  feeble  eyne  with  too  much  brightnes  das'd ; 

So  stared  he  on  her,  and  stood  long  while  amas'd. 

xrr. 

SofUy  at  last  he  ean  hia  mother  aake, 

What  mister  wif^t  that  was,  and  whence  deriT*d, 

That  in  so  straunge  disguixement  there  did  maake, 

And  by  what  accident  she  there  arriv'd  ? 

But  she,  as  one  nigh  of  her  wits  deprir'd. 

With  nought  but  niastly  lookes  him  answered; 

Like  to  a  ghost,  that  lately  is  reyiv'd 

From  Stygian  shores  where  late  it  wandered  x 

So  both  at  her,  and  each  at  other  wondered. 


But  the  fayre  virgin  was  so  meeke  and  myld, 

That  she  to  them  vouchsafed  to  embaoe 

Her  goodly  port,  and  to  their  senses  vyld 

Her  gentle  speech  applyde,  that  in  short  space 

She  grew  &niiliare  m  that  desert  place. 

During  which  time  the  chorle,  through  her  so  kind 

And  courteise  use,  conceiv'd  affection  bace. 

And  cast  to  lore  her  in  his  brutidi  mind ; 

No  love,  but  brutish  lust,  that  waa  so  beastly  tind. 

Closely  the  wicked  flame  his  bowels  brent, 

And  shortly  grew  into  outrageous  fire; 

Yet  had  he  not  the  hart,  nor  hardiment, 

As  unto  her  to  utter  his  desire ; 

His  caytive  thought  durst  not  so  high  aspire  • 

But  with  soft  sighes  and  lorely  semblaunoes 

He  ween'd  that  his  afiection  entire 

She  should  aread ;  many  reaemblaunoea 

To  her  he  made,  and  many  kiade  ramambFaimoea. 


Oft  from  the  forreat  wildings  he  did  brii^, 
Whose  sides  empurpled  were  with  smyling  red ; 
And  oft  young  birds,  which  he  had  taught  to  aing 
His  maistresse  prsises  sweetly  caroled : 
Girlonds  of  flowres  sometimes  for  her  &iie  bed 
He  fine  would  dight ;  sometimes  the  squirrel  wild 
He  brought  to  her  in  buds,  as  conquered 
To  be  her  thrall,  his  fellow-aervant  vild : 
All  which  ahe  of  him  tooke  widi  oomtenanoe  meeks 
and  mild. 


But,  paata  while,  when  she  fit  aeaaon  aaw 

To  leave  that  deaert  manaion,  ahe  cast 

In  secrot  wise  herselfe  thence  to  withdraw, 

For  fearo  of  mischiefe,  which  she  did  forecast 

Might  by  the  witch  or  by  her  sonne  oompaat ; 

Her  wearie  palfrey,  closely  as  she  might. 

Now  well  recovered  after  long  ropast, 

In  his  proud  ftimitures  she  freshly  dight, 

Hia  hue  miswsadxed  wayea  now  to  rameasiite  right 

xo. 

And  earel]^,  era  the  dawning  day  appeared* 

She  forth  iaaewed,  and  on  her  ioumey  went; 

She  went  in  periU,  of  each  noyae  affeerd 

And  of  each  shade  that  did  itselfe  present; 

For  still  she  feared  to  be  overhent 

Of  that  vile  hag,  or  her  uneivile  aonne ; 

Who  when,  too  late  awaking,  well  they  kent  t 

That  their  Ikyre  gueat  waa  gone,  they  both  beraina 

To  make  ezoeedingmone  aa  they  had  beeneniMUnma. 


But  that  lewd  lover  did  the  most  lament 
For  her  depart,  that  ever  man  did  hears ; 
He  knockt  his  brest  with  desperate  intent. 
And  scratcht  his  fi^e,  and  with  his  teeth  did  teara 
His  rugged  flesh,  and  rent  his  ragged  heare : 
That  his  sad  mother  seeing  his  sore  plight 
Was  greatly  woe-begon,  and  gan  to  &aro 
Least  his  iraile  senses  were  emperisht  quight, 
And  love  to  frensy  tnmd ;  aith  love  is  franticke  bight. 


AU  wayea  aiiee  aonght  him  to  restore  to  plight. 

With  herbSfWith  ohfirin8,with  counBel,and  wiSi  tearea) 

But  tears,  nor  charms, nor  herlis,  nor  counseU  might 

Asswage  the  fury  which  his  tatnils  teares : 

So  strong  is  passion  that  no  reason  heares  1 

Tho,  when  all  other  helpes  she  saw  to  fiule. 

She  tumd  herselfe  backe  to  her  wicked  learea ; 

And  by  her  divelish  aita  thought  to  prevaila 

To  brmg  her  backe  againe,  or  worke  her  final  bale. 


Eftaoonea  ont  of  her  hidden  cava  ahe  oald 

An  hideous  beast  of  horrible  aspect, 

That  could  the  stoutest  oorage  have  appald ; 

Monstrous,  mishapt,  and  dlfais  bscke  was  apact 

With  thousand  spota  of  ooloura  queint  elect ; 

Thereto  so  swifte  that  it  all  beaata  did  paa  s 

like  never  yet  did  living  eie  detect; 

But  likeat  it  to  an  hyena  waa 

That  fiMda  on  weoMna  flesh,  as  others  feedeoograa 
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Itlbrth«lwedU,ad«T«itBCi«iglitm  ebnge 
Tlmagfa  tUefa  and  mm  her  to  ponnew  i^woe, 
Xe  oBOB  to  ■!■¥  to  nrt,  or  brmUi  at  Itrge, 
Tin  h«r  be  baa  Utomd  and  bnmgbt  in  place, 
Or  qoito  davourd  bar  baantiai  aeanieliill  giraoab 
The  iBOPStar.  awifte  aa  ward  tbat  from  bar  want. 
Wait  fortb  in  baato,  and  did  bar  footing  txaoa 
80  aora  and  awiftbr,  tbrongb  bia  perfect  aent 
Aad  paanig  apaeria,  tbat  aboitly  be  bar  OTaibent. 


Wbom  wban  tba  fsarafiill  damadl  nigb  aspida. 

No  need  to  bid  bar  &at  awaj  to  Hie ; 

That  iiglT  ahape  ao  acre  bar  tenifida, 

Tbat  it  ana  ahvnd  no  leaaa  tben  drmd  to  dia ; 

And  bar  iitt  palfrar  did  ao  well  apply 

Hia  mmbla  toet  to  bar  ooncaiTed  raare, 

Tbat  wbilaat  bia  breath  did  atrength  to  him  supply, 

From  pariD  free  be  bar  away  did  beaie ; 

But,  wban  bia  force  gan  &iia,  bia  pace  gan  wax  areaie. 


whanas  aba  paroeiT'd,  aba  was  dismayd 
At  that  same  bat  eztremi^  fnl  sore. 
And  of  bar  safety  greatly  grew  afrayd  : 
And  now  aba  gan  approdi  to  the  aea  abore, 
Aj  it  bafaD,  tbat  aba  ooold  flia  no  mora, 
Bat  ykM  beraelfo  to  spoile  of  greadineaae : 
lightlY  aba  kuied,  aa  a  wight  forlore. 
From  Mr  doll  bone,  in  deaperato  distresae. 
And  to  bar  foaC  beto6ka  bar  doubtfuU  idokeraassaii 
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Not  baUa  ao  foat  the  wicked  Myiriia  fled 
From  dread  of  her  reranging  fothera  bond ; 
Nor  halfo  so  foat  to  aare  her  maydenhed 
Fled  feaiafoU  Daphne  on  tb'  JEgtsva  atrond ; 
A4  FlonmaU  fled  from  that  monater  yond. 
To  reach  the  aea  era  aha  of  him  were  ranght : 
For  in  the  aea  to  drowne  herselfe  ahe  fond. 
Rather  tbao  of  tha  tyrant  to  be  caught : 
Thereto  fear  gara  bar  winga,  and  need  her  oozaga 
tao^ta 

It  fioitanad  (High  God  did  ao  ordaina) 

Aj  abae  arrirad  on  the  rorin^  ahore, 

la  minda  to  leape  into  the  mighty  maina 

A  Uctla  boto  lay  boring  her  before, 

lo  which  tbera  alept  a  fisher  old  and  pore, 

The  wbika  bia  neta  were  drying  on  the  aand : 

lata  the  aanaa  ahee  lept,  and  with  the  ore 

IHd  tfarast  the  ahallop  from  the  floting  atrand : 

80  aafoiy  fownd  at  sea,  which  sbefownd  not  at  Isnd. 
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Ha  moostar,  ntdy  on  the  pnj  to  sesse, 
Waa  of  bia  forwara  hope  deceived  qoight , 
b>  dvrac  aasBT  to  wade  the  perlona  aeaa, 
But,  greedily  long  gaping  at  the  aijg^ht. 
At  la«t  in  vame  waa  forst  to  tumhia  flight, 
Aod  tall  tba  idle  tidinga  to  bis  dame : 
Yat^  to  aranga  hia  direliah  despight. 
He  set  upon  bar  palfrey  tired  lame, 
Aad  aiew  him  enaUy  era  any  reskew  came : 


And,  after  baring  bim  embowellea 

To  fill  hia  belliah  gorge,  it  chaunat  a  knign* 

To  passe  that  way,  aa  forth  he  trarailed  : 

Yt  waa  a  goodly  awaine,  and  of  great  might, 

Aa  eyer  man  that  bloody  field  did  fight ; 

But  in  rain  aheowa,  that  wontyong  knights  bewitob. 

And  courtly  serrioea,  tooke  no  delight ; 

But  rather  ioyd  to  bee  than  aeeman  sidi  t 

For  both  to  m  and  seeme  to  hnn  was  labor  lioh. 


It  waa  to  waeto  the  good  Sir  Satyrana 
That  raungd  abrode  to  seek  adrentures  wilde. 
As  waa  his  wont,  in  forest  and  in  plains : 
He  waa  all  armd  in  rugged  ateele  unfilde, 
Aa  in  the  amoky  forge  it  was  compilde. 
And  in  his  scutchin  bore  a  satma  hedd  : 
He  comming  present,  where  the  monster  yilde 
Upon  that  milke^white  paUreyes  csrcas  fedd. 
Unto  bis  rsskew  ran,  and  greedily  him  spedd 
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There  well  peroeiTd  be  that  it  wu  the  horse 

V/hereon  foire  Fbrimell  was  wont  to  ride, 

That  of  tbat  feend  waa  rent  without  remorse : 

Much  feared  he  least  ought  did  ill  betide 

To  that  foire  maide,  the  flowre  of  wemens  pride ; 

For  her  be  dearely  lored,  and  in  all 

His  famous  conouests  highly  magnifide : 

Besides,  her  golcien  girdle,  which  did  fall 

From  her  in  flight,  he  fownd,  that  did  him  sore  apalL 
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Full  of  aad  foare  and  doubtfiiU  agony 
Fiercely  he  flew  upon  that  wickMl  feend ; 
And  with  buce  atrokes  and  orueU  batteij 
Him  forst  to  leare  hia  Piay,  for  to  attend 
Himaelfe  from  deadly  aaunger  to  defend : 
Full  many  wounda  in  his  corrupted  flesh 
He  did  engrnre,  and  muchell  blood  did  apend, 
Yet  might  not  doe  him  die ;  but  aie  more  freah 
And  fierce  he  still  appeared,  the  more  be  did  him 
thraab* 
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He  wist  not  bow  him  to  despoile  of  life, 

Ne  how  to  win  the  wiahed  rictory, 

Sith  him  he  saw  still  stronger  grow  through  strife, 

And  himself  weaker  through  infirmity  : 

Greatly  he  grew  enrag'd,  and  furiously 

Hurlinff  his  sword  away  he  lightly  lept 

Upon  toe  beast,  that  with  great  cruelty 

Rored  and  raged  to  be  underkept ; 

Yet  he  perforce  him  held,  and  strokes  upon  him  bept 
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As  he  that  atriyea  to  atoy  a  suddein  flood. 
And  in  strong  bancks  bia  riolence  reatrame, 
Forcetb  it  swell  abore  hia  wonted  mood. 
And  largely  overflow  the  finitfiill  plaine. 
That  all  the  oountrey  aeemea  to  be  a  maine 
And  the  rich  furrowea  floto,  aU  quite  fordonne*. 
The  wofnll  husbandman  doth  lowd  oomplaine 
To  see  his  whole  yeares  labor  loat  so  soone, 
For  which  to  God  he  made  ao  many  an  idle  boone. 
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8faB  caught  in  bind  an  huge  great  yron  maoe^ 

Wherewith  she  many  had  of  life  depnT'd ; 

Bat,  ere  the  stroke  could  seise  his  aymed  jplaoe,  * 

His  speare  imids  her  sun-brode  shield  amy'd  ; 

Yet  nsthemore  the  Steele  aaonder  lir'd, 

AU  were  the  beame  in  bignea  like  a  mast, 

Ne  her  out  of  the  stedfast  sadle  drir'd  ; 

But,  glauncing  on  the  tempred  metall,  brast 

In  tiiousand  amTers,  and  ao  forth  beside  her  past 


XXXV. 

So  him  he  held,  and  did  through  might  amate  x 

So  long  he  held  him,  and  him  bett  ao  long. 

That  at  tibe  last  his  fiercenes  gan  abate, 

And  meekely  stoup  unto  the  Tictor  strong  t 

Who,  to  sTenge  the  implacable  wrong 

Which  he  supposed  donne  to  Florimell, 

Sought  by  all  meanea  his  dcrfor  to  prolong, 

Sith  dint  of  Steele  his  carcaa  could  not  quell ; 

Hii  maker  with  her  charmea  had  framed  h jm  ao  welL 
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The  golden  ribband,  which  that  yirgin  wore 

About  her  sdeuder  waste,  he  tooke  in  hand. 

And  with  it  bownd  the  beast  that  lowd  did  rore 

For  great  despight  of  that  unwonted  band. 

Yet  dared  not  lus  victor  to  withstand. 

But  trembled  like  a  lambe  fled  from  Uie  pray ; 

And  all  the  way  him  foUowd  on  the  strand 

Aa  he  had  long  bene  learned  to  obey ; 

Yet  nerer  learned  he  such  service  till  that  day. 
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Thus  as  he  led  the  beast  along  the  way, 
He  spide  far  off  a  mighty  giauntease 
Fast  flying,  on  a  courser  dapled  gray, 
From  a  bold  knight  that  with  great  hardinesse 
Her  hard  pursewd,  and  aought  for  to  suppresae : 
She  bore  before  her  Lap  a  dolefull  aquire. 
Lying  athwart  her  horse  in  great  distresse, 
Fast  bounden  hand  and  foote  with  cords  of  wire, 
Whome  she  did  meane  to  make  the  thrsll  of  her 
deaireii 
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Which  whenas  Satyrane  beheld,  in  haate 

He  lefre  his  captive  beast  at  liberty. 

And  crost  the  nearest  way,  by  which  he  cast 

Her  to  encounter  ere  she  passed  by ; 

But  she  the  way  ahund  nathemore  forthy. 

But  forward  gallopt  fast ;  which  when  he  spyde, 

His  mighty  speare  he  couched  warily. 

And  at  her  ran  ;  ahe,  having  him  descryde, 

Herself  to  fight  addraat,  and  threw  her  lode  aside. 
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Like  as  a  goshauke,  that  in  foote  doth  bears 
A  trembling  culver,  having  spide  on  bight 
An  eagle  that  with  plumy  winga  doth  aheare 
The  subtile  ayre  stouping  with  aU  hia  might. 
The  quarrey  throwes  to  ground  with  fell  despight. 
And  to  the  batteill  doth  herselfe  prepare : 
So  ran  the  geauntesse  unto  Uie  fight ; 
Her  fyrie  eyes  with  fririous  sparkes  did  stare, 
And  with  blasphemous  bannes  High  God  in  peeoea 
tare. 


Her  ateed  did  atagger  with  that  ptiaaaunt  atrooke; 
But  she  no  more  waa  moved  wiu  that  migfat 
Then  it  had  lighted  on  an  aged  oke. 
Or  on  the  marble  piUour  that  ia  pight 
Upon  the  top  of  mount  Olympus  hight* 
For  the  biave  youthly  championa  to  assay 
With  burning  charet  wheelea  it  nigh  to  smite ; 
But  who  that  smites  it  mara  his  ioyoua  play. 
And  ia  the  spectacle  of  ruinous  decaf; 
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Yet,  therewith  acre  eniag*d,  with  atetne  regard 
Her  dreadfull  weapon  ahe  to  him  addrest. 
Which  on  his  helmet  martelled  so  hard 
That  made  him  low  incline  his  lofty  crest. 
And  bowd  his  battred  visour  to  his  brest : 
Wherewith  he  waa  ao  stund  that  he  n*ote  ryde. 
But  reeled  to  and  fro  from  east  to  west : 
Which  when  his  cruell  enimy  espyde, 
She  lightly  unto  him  adioyned  syde  to  syde ; 
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And,  on  his  collar  laying  puiaaaunt  hand. 

Out  of  his  wavering  aeat  him  pluckt  perforse, 

Perforse  him  pluckt  unable  to  withstand 

Or  helpe  himaelfe ;  and  laying  thwart  her  horsA, 

In  loatnly  wise  like  to  a  carrion  corae. 

She  bore  him  fast  away :  which  when  the  knight 

That  her  pursewed  saw,  with  great  remorse 

He  neare  was  touched  in  his  noble  spright. 

And  gan  encreaae  his  speed  aa  she  encreast  her  fliglii 
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Whom  whenas  nigh  approcbing  she  espyde^ 

She  threw  away  her  burden  angrily; 

For  ahe  liat  not  the  batteOl  to  abide, 

But  made  herselfe  more  light  away  to  fly . 

Yet  her  the  hardy  knight  pursewd  so  nve 

That  almost  in  the  baoLC  he  oft  her  atniKe  3 

But  atill,  when  him  at  hand  ahe  did  espy. 

She  tumd,  and  aemblaunoe  of  frire  fight  did  make  ; 

But,  whoi  he  atayd,  to  flight  againe  ahe  did  her  take*. 
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By  thia  the  good  Sir  Sat^rane  gan  wake 
Out  of  hia  dreame  that  did  him  long  entraunce. 
And,  aeeing  none  in  place,  he  gan  to  make 
Exceeding  mone,  and  curat  that  cruell  chaunoe 
Which  reft  irom  him  so  (aire  a  chevisaunce  : 
At  length  he  spyde  whereaa  that  wofull  aquyre 
Whom  he  had  reakewed  from  captivaunce 
Of  hb  strong  foe,  laj  tombled  in  the  myn% 
Unable  to  arise,  or  »ot  or  hand  to  styn, 

XLfU 

To  whom  approehing,  well  he  mote  perceive 

Li  that  fowls  plight  a  comely  personage 

And  lovely  frtce,  made  fit  for  to  deceive 

Fniile  ladiea  han  wi£tx  loves  consuming  rage, 

Now  in  the  bloasome  of  his  freshest  age : 

He  reard  him  up  and  looad  hia  yron  bands. 

And  after  gan  in(juire  his  parenUige, 

And  how  he  fell  mto  that  gyaunts  handa. 

And  who  that  waa  which  diaeed  her  along  the  lac<!:k 
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ITimtrwnWingyet through  fearethe  iqiiirahMpdEe; 
*  Hist  g— iinteate  Argaate  is  behip^ht, 
A  dtognter  of  the  Titans  whieh  did  make 
Wane  against  herm.  and  heaped  hib  on  hight 
To  sole  the  akyea  and  put  lore  from  his  right: 
Her  me  Tjphoeus  was ;  who,  mad  through  merth, 
And  oronke  with  blood  of  men  ahune  by  his  might, 
Throagh  ineest  her  of  his  owne  mother  Earth 
Whjlooie  begot,  being  bot  halfe  twin  of  that  berth  : 
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*For  at  that  berth  another  babe  she  bore ; 
To  weet,  the  mightie  OUyphant,  that  wrought 
Great  wreake  to  many  errant  ksighta  of  yore, 
And  many  hath  to  fonle  confusion  brought. 
Theeetwinnee,men  ssy,(athingfiv  passing  thought,) 
Whfles  in  their  mothm  womw  endosd  uey  were. 
Ere  thsy  into  the  lightaom  world  were  brought, 
la  fteaUr  lust  were  mingled  both  yfere. 
And  m  umt  monstrous  win  did  to  the  world  appera. 


"80  IitM  diey  erer  afbr  in  like  sin. 

Gainst  nstares  Uw  and  good  behaveoure : 

But  graateet  aheme  was  to  that  maiden  twin ; 

H  ho,  not  oooteot  so  fowly  to  devoure 

Her  netsre  flesh  and  ataine  her  brothers  bowre. 

Did  wallow  in  all  other  fleehiy  myre, 

And  saflxed  baastea  her  body  to  aeflowre  ; 

80  wh0t  she  burned  in  that  InstfiiU  fyre  : 

Yet  all  tlMtauc^  not  slake  her  sensuall  desyre  : 


"  But  orer  all  the  eountrie  she  did  raunge. 

To  ieeke  Toung  men  to  quench  her  flanung  thruat. 

And  fieed  ber  fancy  with  delightfull  chaunge : 

Whom  so  ahe  fittast  findes  to  aerre  her  lust,  [trust, 

Throo^  her  matne  strength,  in  which  she  moot  doth 

8he  with  her  bringes  into  a  secret  ile. 

Where  in  etaraall  Dondage  dye  he  must. 

Or  be  the  yaaaall  of  her  pleasures  rile. 

And  in  all  ahamefaU  sort  himselfe  with  her  defile. 


"  Me  seely  wretch  she  so  at  Tauntase  caught, 
Aftar  she  long  in  watte  for  me  did  lye, 
And  meant  onto  her  prison  to  have  brought. 
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Her  lothaen  pleasure  there  to  satisfye ; 
Tbet  theoaaad  deathea  me  lerer  were  to  dye 
Thm  braake  the  tow  that  to  fairs  Columbell 
1  pB^hted  hare,  and  ;;ret  keepe  stedfiutly  : 
At  for  Biy  nsme,  it  mistreth  not  to  teU ; 
Call  mm  tb«  Squyra  of  Dames :  that  me  beseemeth 
w^ 
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"  Bu  ihat  bold  knight,  whom  ye  pursuinff  saw 

Tkot  gesnatasM,  ie  not  suoh  aa  she  seema, 

Bute  fairs  risvin  thai  in  martiall  law 

And  deedes  otannee aboye  aU  damea  is deemd, 

Aad  ebons  many  knig^ites  is  eke  esteemd 

Per  her  greit  worth;  she  Pslladine  is  bight : 

She  fou  horn  desth,  you  me  from  dread,  redeemd : 

Ke  amr  amf  that  moaater  match  in  fight, 

Zu  urn,  or  sueb  as  ahe,  that  is  so  cMste  a  wight" 
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Her  well  beseemes  that  quest,"  quoth  Satyrane : 
But  read,  thou  Squyre  of^Damee.what  yow  is  this. 
Which  thou  upon  thyselfe  has  lately  ta'ne  V* 
"  That  aball  I  you  recount,"  quoth  he,  **  ywis, 
80  be  ye  pleasa  to  pardon  all  amis. 
That  gentle  lady  wtiom  I  loye  and  serye, 
Ai%er long  auit  and  wearie  aeryicis, 
Did  aske  me  how  I  could  her  loye  deserye, 
And  how  she  might  be  sure  that  I  would  neyer 
swerye. 
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"  I,  elsd  by  any  meanea  her  grace  to  gaine, 
Bada  her  commaund  my  life  to  saye  or  spill : 
Eftsoones  she  badd  me  with  incessaunt  peine 
To  wander  through  the  world  abroad  at  will, 
And  eyenr  where,  where  with  my  power  or  skill 
I  might  aoe  serrioe  unto  gentle  damea. 
That  I  the  same  should  faithfully  fulfill ;       [names 
And  at  the  twelye  monethea  ena  ahould  bring  their 
And  pledges,  as  the  spoiles  of  my  yictoxious  gamea. 

Ly. 

"  80  wen  I  to  faire  ladiea  aeryice  did. 

And  found  such  fayour  in  their  loying  hartes. 

That,  ere  the  yeare  hia  course  had  compassid. 

Three  hundred  pledgee  for  my  good  desartes. 

And  thrice  three  hundred  thanks  for  my  good  partes, 

I  with  me  brought  and  did  to  her  present: 

Which  when  ehe  saw,  more  bent  to  eke  my  amartea 

Then  to  reward  my  trusty  true  intent. 

She  gan  for  me  deyise  a  grieyous  punishment ; 
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•*  To  weet,  that  I  my  tnyeill  should  reeume. 

And  with  like  labour  walke  the  world  arownd, 

Ne  oyer  to  her  presence  should  presume. 

Till  I  so  many  other  damea  had  fownd. 

The  which,  for  all  the  suit  I  could  propownd. 

Would  me  refuse  their  pledgee  to  aisronl. 

But  did  abide  for  oyer  chaste  and  eownd." 

**  Ah  1  gentle  squyre,"  quota  he,  "  tell  at  one  word. 

How  many  fbwnd  st  thou  such  to  put  in  thy  record  {* 

Lyn. 

*'Indeed»  Sir  Knight,"  said  he,  *'  one  word  may  tell 
All  that  I  oyer  fownd  eo  wisely  etayd. 
For  onely  three  they  were  diaposd  so  well ; 
And  yet  three  yearea  I  now  abrode  have  etiayd. 
To  find  them  out."    "  Mote  I,"  then  laughing  sayd 
The  kniffht,  "  inquire  of  thee  what  were  those  threo 
The  which  thy  pro£fred  cnrteeie  denaydl 
Or  ill  they  seemed  sure  avisd  to  bee. 
Or  brutisoly  brought  up,  that  ney'r  did  fashions  see.*' 

LyiHa 

*'  The  first  which  then  refused  me,"  said  hee, 
"  Certea  was  but  a  common  courtiaane ; 
Yet  flat  refusd  to  haye  adoe  with  mee. 
Because  I  could  not  give  her  msny  a  jane." 
(Thereat  fuU  hartely  laughed  Satyrane.) 
"  The  aeoond  was  an  holy  nunne  to  chose, 
Which  would  not  let  me  be  her  chappellane, 
Because  she  knew,  she  sayd,  1  would  diaclose 
Her  oounsell,  if  she  should  her  trust  in  me  reposew 
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Tlie  tUrd  a  damaell  wu  of  low  dogree, 
WlKMa  I  in  oountrey  cottage  fownd  bychMOico : 
Full  litle  weoied  1  that  chaatitee 
Had  lodging  in  lo  meane  a  maintanannea ; 
Yet  waa  she  layre,  and  in  her  oonntenaunce 
Dwelt  nm^  tnith  in  Memely  faahion : 
Long  thoB  I  woo'd  her  with  doe  dbaeiraonoe. 
In  hope  unto  my  pleasure  to  hare  won ; 
Bat  was  as  lir  at  last,  aa  when  I  finrt  begon« 


"  Safe  bar,  I  nerer  any  wcoan  fimnd 
That  ehastitj  did  for  itaelle  embrace. 
Bat  were  for  odier  eaoaes  finne  and  sound ; 
Either  for  want  of  handsome  time  end  place. 
Or  else  for  fiBare  of  shame  tnd  fowle  disgnuse. 
Thas  sm  I  hopelesse  erer  to  altaine 
My  ladiea  We,  in  soch  a  desperate  ease. 
Bat  all  my  dayes  am  like  to  waste  in  Taine, 
Seeing  to  match  the  chaste  with  th'nnchaste  ladies 
traine." 


*«  Petdy,**  sayd  Satyimoe,  "  thoa  Sqnyre  of  Damea, 

Gieat  laboar  fondly  hast  thoa  bent  in  bsnd. 

To  get  small  thankee,  and  therewith  many  blamea ; 

That  may  amongst  Akadea  labooxa  stand. ' 

Thence  becke  retaining  to  the  former  land, 

Whero  late  he  left  the  beast  be  orercame. 

He  foond  him  not;  for  he  bad  broke  biaband. 

And  was  retnmd  againe  onto  bia  dame. 

To  tell  what  tydings  of  foyre  Florimell  beeame. 


CANTO  vm. 

The  witch  creates  a  snowy  la* 

dy  like  to  Florimell ; 
Who  wTong'd  by  Caile,  by  Proteus 

la  songht  by'ParideU. 


•d 


IT. 


So  oft  aa  I  this  hiatoij  record. 

My  hart  doth  melt  with  meere  compassion, 

To  tlunke  how  caoselesse  of  her  owne  accord 
This  gentle  danuell,  whom  I  write  upon, 
Sbonld  plonaed  be  in  such  aflliction 
Without  all  hope  of  comfort  or  reliefe  ; 
That  sure  I  weene  the  hardest  hart  of  stone 
Would  hardly  finde  to  aggrayate  her  griefe : 
For  miseiy  erarea  rather  mercy  then  repriefe. 

XL 

But  that  aoeursed  bag,  her  hostesse  late, 
Had  so  enranokled  her  malitious  hart, 
That  she  desyrd  th'  abridgement  of  her  fate, 
Or  long  enlargement  of  her  psinefuU  smart. 
Now  when  the  beast,  which  by  her  wicked  art 
Late  foorth  she  sent,  she  backe  retouming  spyde 
Tyde  with  her  golden  girdle  ;  it  a  part 
Of  her  rich  spoyles  whom  he  had  earst  destroyd 
She  weend,   and    wondrous  gladnes  to  her  hart 
applyde : 

in. 

And,  with  it  ronning  hastly  to  her  sonne, 
Thought  with  that  sight  him  much  to  hare  reliv'd  ; 
Who,  thereby  deeming  sure  the  thing  as  donne. 
His  former  griefe  with  furie  fresh  reviv'd 
Much  more  than  earst,  and  would  haye  algates  riy'd 
The  hart  out  of  his  brest :  for  slth  her  dead 
Ha  surely  dempt,  himselfe  he  thought  depriVd 
Quite  ofaU  hope  wherewith  he  long  had  fedd 
His  foolish  mafady,  and  long  time  had  mialedd. 


With  thought  whereof  ezceedinff  mad  he  gfrew. 
And  in  bia  rage  his  mother  would  haye  slune. 
Had  she  not  fled  into  a  secret  mew. 
Where  she  waa  wont  her  sprightes  to  entertaine. 
The  maisters  of  her  art :  there  was  she  fiune 
To  call  them  all  in  order  to  her  ayde. 
And  them  conjure,  upon  etemaU  peine. 
To  counsell  her  so  carefolly  dismayd 
How  ahe  might  heale  her  sonne  whose  aenaea  were 
decayd. 

y. 

By  their  adyiee,  and  her  owne  wicked  wit. 
She  there  deria'd  a  wondroua  worke  to  firame. 
Whose  hke  on  earth  was  neyer  fiamed  yit ; 
That  eyen  Nature  selfe  enyide  the  same. 
And  sprudg'd  to  see  die  oounterfot  should  shame 
The  Udng  itselfe :  In  band  she  boldly  tooke 
To  make  another  like  the  fonner  dame. 
Another  Florimell,  in  shape  and  looke 
So  liyely,  and  so  like,  thst  msny  it  mistooke. 

yi. 

The  substance,  whereof  ahe  the  body  made. 
Was  purest  snow  in  massy  mould  congeald. 
Which  she  had  gathered  m  a  shady  gkde 
Of  the  Riphoean  hils,  to  her  reyeald 
By  errant  sprigfats,  but  from  all  men  eonoeald : 
The  same  sue  tempred  with  fine  mercury 
And  yirgin  wex  that  neyer  yet  was  sealo. 
And  mingled  them  with  peroct  yenmly ; 
That  like  a  lively  aanguine  it  seemd  to  the  «y«» 
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Instead  of  eyas  two  Inmuiif^  Innpet  she  SM 
In  sflver  sockets,  shyning  Uke  tae  skyes. 
And  s  qnicke  moving  spirit  did  irret 
To  stirre  snd  roil  them  like  to  womens  eyes ; 
Instead  of  yellow  loekes  she  did  deyyse 
With  golden  wyre  to  weare  her  curled  head : 
Vet  golden  wyre  was  not  so  yellow  thiyse 
As  Fkrhnells  hjn  heaxe :  and,  in  the  stead 
Of  fife,  alie  pat  a  qviglit  to  mle  the  careas  dead  | 


wn. 

A  wicked  spright,  jfianght  with  fawning  guyle 

And  &yre  xesemUsnce  aboTe  all  the  le&t. 

Which  with  the  Prince  of  Darkenes  fell  somewhjla 

From  henTens  blis  and  ereriasting  rest : 

Him  needed  not  instruct  which  way  were  best 

"f-Tf^yt  to  fcshion  likeet  Florimell, 

Ne  how  to  speake,  ne  how  to  use  his  gest; 

For  he  in  coonterfeeaunoe  did  excell. 

And  all  the  wjlea  of  wemens  wits  knew  passing  welL 


Him  tbap^  thus  she  deckt  in  garments  gay, 

tVhidi  norimell  had  left  behind  her  late : 

Tbat  whoso  then  her  saw,  would  surely  say 

It  was  betaelfe  whom  it  did  imitate. 

Or  layrer  then  heraelfe,  if  ought  algate 

Might  fttyier  be.    And  then  she  forth  her  brought 

Unto  her  soane  that  lay  in  feeble  state ; 

Who  seeing  her  gan  streight  upstart,  and  thought 

&s  was  the  lady  telfe  whom  he  so  long  had  sought. 


Tho,  &st  her  clipping  twixt  his  armes  twi^e, 
Extremely  ioyed  m  so  happy  sight. 
And  eoone  forgot  his  former  sickely  payne ; 
Bot  she,  the  more  to  seeme  such  as  sne  hight, 
Coyly  rebutted  his  embracement  light ; 
Yet  stUl,  with  gentle  countenaunce,  retainM 
Enoarh  to  hold  a  foole  in  yaine  delight : 
ilim  £mg  she  so  with  shadowes  entertain'd. 
At  her  cnatraase  had  in  charge  to  her  ordain'd: 


ri. 


TiD  on  a  day,  as  he  disposed  was 

To  waDce  the  woodes  with  that  his  idole  Aire, 

Her  to  disport  and  idle  time  to  pas 

la  th'  open  freshnes  of  the  gentle  aire, 

A  kaight  tbat  way  there  chaunoed  to  repaire ; 

Yet  knight  he  was  not,  but  a  boastiull  swaine 

That  deedes  of  anaes  had  ever  in  despaire, 

Prood  Rrag^ftdochio,  that  in  vaunting  vaine 

His  glory  did  repose  and  credit  did  maintaine. 


xu. 


He,  seeiflg  with  that  chorle  so  iatra  a  wight 
I>ecked  with  manv  a  costly  ornament, 
Moofa  mmrctled  tnereat,  as  well  he  might. 
And  thought  that  matdi  a  fowle  disparagement : 
His  bloody  speare  efteeoones  he  boldly  bent 
AgvBst  the  silly  clowne,  who  dead  through  feare 
Fti\  straight  to  ground  in  great  astonishment : 
'  \'iOem,**  sayd  he,  "  this  ladr  is  my  deare ; 
Or.  if  Ihoo  it  gainesay :  I  will  away  her  beare.** 


The  fearelull  choile  durst  not  gaineeay  nor  dooe. 

But  trembling  stood,  snd  yielded  him  the  pray ; 

Who,  finding  Ixtle  leasure  her  to  wooe. 

On  Tromparts  steed  her  mounted  without  stay. 

And  without  reskew  led  her  quite  away. 

Proud  man  himselfe  then  firaggadochio  deem'd. 

And  next  to  none,  after  that  luppy  day, 

Beinff  possessed  of  that  spoyle,  which  seem'd 

The  nixestwighton  ground  and  moetof  men  esteem'd. 


xnr. 

But,  when  he  saw  himselfe  free  from  poursute^ 

He  nn  make  gentle  puipose  to  his  dame 

With  termes  of  lore  andlewdneese  dissolute  ; 

For  he  could  well  his  glozing  speachea  frame 

To  such  vaine  uses  tha^  him  best  became : 

But  she  thereto  would  lend  but  light  regard, 

As  seeming  soxy  that  she  ever  came 

Into  bis  powre,  that  used  her  so  hard 

To  reare  her  honor  which  she  more  then  life  prefiird. 

XT, 

Thus  as  they  two  of  kindnes  treated  long. 
There  them  by  ohaunce  encountred  on  the  way 
An  anned  knight  upon  a  courser  strong, 
Whose  trampling  feete  upon  the  hollow  lay 
Seemed  to  thunder,  and  did  nigh  afiray 
That  capona  corsge ;  yet  he  looked  grim, 
And  fitjrnd  to  cheare  ms  lady  in  dismay. 
Who  seemd  for  feare  to  quake  in  every  lim, 
And  her  to  save  from  outrage  meekely  prayed  him. 

XVI. 

Fiercely  that  straunger  forward  came ;  and,  nigh 

Approaching,  with  bold  words  and  bitter  threat 

Bad  that  same  boaster,  as  he  mote  on  high. 

To  leare  to  him  that  lady  for  excheat. 

Or  bide  him  batteill  without  further  treat. 

That  challenge  did  too  peremptory  seeme. 

And  fUd  his  senses  with  abashment  great ; 

Yet,  seeing  nigh  him  ieopardy  extreme. 

He  it  dissembled  well,  and  light  seemd  to  eeteeme ; 

XVIX. 

Snying, "  Thou  foolish  knight,  that  weenst  vnth  words 

To  Steele  away  that  I  vnth  blowes  hare  woime. 

And  brought  through  points  of  many  perilous  swords! 

But  if  thee  list  to  see  thy  courser  roxme, 

Or  proye  thyselfe ;  this  sad  encounter  shoime. 

And  seeke  els  without  hasard  of  thy  hedd." 

At  those  prowd  words  that  other  knight  begonne 

To  wex  exceeding  wroth  and  him  areidd 

To  turne  his  steede  about,  or  sure  he  should  he  dedd. 

xvni. 

"  Sith  then,"  said  Braggadochio,  "needea  thou  wilt 
Thy  daies  abridge,  through  proofe  of  puissaunce  -, 
Turne  we  our  steeds ;  that  both  in  equall  tilt 
May  meete  again,  and  each  take  happy  chaunoe." 
This  said,  they  both  a  furlonn  mountenaunce 
Retird  their  steeds,  to  roime  m  even  race  : 
But  Braggadochio  with  his  bloody  launoe 
Once  havmg  tuind,  no  more  returad  his  face. 
But  lefta  his  love  to  losse,  and  fled  himselfe  apsce. 
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The  knight,  liiiii  mtang  flie,  bad  no  regtrd 
Him  to  ponnew,  but  to  tbe  lady  rode  ; 
And,  baring  ber  from  Trompart  liebtly  raazd. 
Upon  bis  Conner  sett  tbe  lorly  lode. 
And  with  her  fled  away  without  abode  : 
WeU  weened  be,  that  nirest  Florimell 
It  was  with  whom  in  company  be  yode. 
And  so  beraelfe  did  alwaies  to  him  tell ; 
So  made  him  thinke  himselfe  in  beren  that 
beU. 
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Bnt  FlonmeiU  berselfe  was  far  away, 
Driven  to  great  distresse  by  fortune  strannge. 
And  tanght  tbe  careAill  mariner  to  play, 
Sith  late  miscbannce  had  ber  compeld  to  ebaunge 
The  land  for  sea,  at  randon  there  to  rannge  : 
'Yett  there  that  omell  qneene  arengeoease. 
Not  aalisfyde  so  for  her  to  estnnnge 
From  courtly  blis  and  wonted  brapinesse. 
Did  beape  on  her  new  waves  ot  weaiy  wxetcbed- 


For,  being  fled  into  the  fishers  bote 
For  refoge  from  the  monsters  cruelty. 
Long  so  she  on  the  mighty  maine  did  flote. 
And  with  the  tide  drore  forward  carelesly ; 
For  th'  a^re  was  milde  and  cleared  was  the  side, 
And  all  his  windes  dsn  Aeolus  did  keeps 
From  stirring  up  their  stormy  enmity. 
As  pittying  to  see  ber  waile  and  weepe  ; 
But  all  the  while  the  fisher  did  securely  sleepe. 


At  last  when  droncke  with  drowsinesse  be  woke, 
And  saw  his  drover  drive  along  the  streame, 
He  was  dismayd  ;  and  thrise  Us  brest  be  stroke, 
For  marveUl  of  that  accident  extreame : 
But  when  be  saw  that  blazing  beauties  beame, 
AVbich  with  rare  light  bis  bote  did  beautifye, 
He  marveild  more,  and  thought  he  yet  did  dreame 
Not  weU  awakte ;  or  that  some  extasye, 
Assotted  had  his  senoe,  or  daxed  was  bis  eye. 


But,  when  ber  well  aviziog  bee  perceiv'd 
To  be  no  vision  nor  fontasticke  sight. 
Great  comfort  of  ber  presence  be  conceiv'd. 
And  felt  in  his  old  corage  new  delight 
To  gin  awake,  and  stir  bis  frosen  spright : 
Tho  rudely  askte  her,  bow  ahe  thetber  came  1 
"  Ah  !"  sayd  she,  "  fother,  I  note  read  aright 
What  hard  misfortune  brought  me  to  this  same  ; 
Yet  am  I  glad  that  here  1  now  in  safety  ame. 

xziv. 

'*  But  thou,  good  man,  sith  far  in  sea  we  bee. 
And  the  great  waters  gin  apace  to  swell. 
That  now  no  more  we  can  the  mayn-land  see. 
Have  care,  I  pray,  to  guide  the  cock-bote  well. 
Least  worse  on  sea  then  us  on  land  befell." 
Thereat  lii'  old  man  did  nought  but  fondly  grin. 
And  saide,  his  boat  the  way  could  wisely  teU  : 
But  bis  deceiptfuU  eyes  did  never  lin 
To  looke  on  her  fiura  face  and  marke  ber  snowy 
skin. 


[Boot  IB 


Tbe  sight  whereof  in  his  congealed  flesh 
Infixt  such  secrete  sting  of  greedy  lust, 
That  the  drie  withered  stocke  it  nn  refreah, 
And  kindled  heat,  that  soone  in  flame  forth  bmst: 
Tbe  driest  wood  is  soonest  burnt  to  dust. 
Rudely  to  ber  he  lept,  and  his  rough  band. 
Where  ill  became  bun,  raahly  would  have  thrust ; 
But  she  with  angry  soome  mm  did  withstond. 
And  shamefoUy  reproved  for  his  rudanes  fisndi 

XXVI. 

But  he,  (hat  never  good  nor  manan  knew. 
Her  aharpe  rebuke  rail  litle  did  esteeme ; 
Hard  is  to  teach  an  old  horse  amble  trew : 
Tbe  inward  smoke,  that  did  before  bnt  steerae. 
Broke  into  open  fire  and  nse  extreme ; 
And  now  he  strength  gan  aiode  unto  his  will, 
Foroyng  to  doe  that  did  him  fowle  misseeme : 
Beastly  he  threwe  her  downe,  ne  car'd  to  spill 
Her  garments  gay  with  scales  of  fiah,  that  all  did  filL 

XXVIL 

Tbe  silly  virgin  strove  bim  to  withstand 

AU  that  she  might,  and  him  in  vaine  revild  ; 

Shoe  strugled  strongly  both  with  foote  and  hand 

To  save  her  honor  mim  that  villaine  vilde. 

And  cride  to  beven,  from  humane  help  exild. 

O !  ye  breve  knights,  that  boast  this  ladies  love. 

Where  be  ye  now,  when  she  is  nigh  defild 

Of  filthy  wretch  I  well  may  she  you  reprove 

Of  falsehood  or  of  slouth^  when  most  it  may  behove ' 

xxvxn. 

But  if  that  thou,  Sir  Satyran,  didst  weele. 
Or  thou.  Sir  Peridure,  her  sorv  state. 
How  soone  would  yee  assemble  many  a  fleete. 
To  fotch  from  sea  that  ye  at  land  lost  late ! 
Towies,  citties,  Idngdomes,  ye  would  ruinate 
In  your  svengement  and  despiteoos  rage, 
Ne  ought  your  burning  fury  mote  abate : 
But,  if  Sir  Calidore  could  it  presage. 
No  living  creature  could  his  cruelty  asswage. 

xziz. 

But,  sith  that  none  of  all  her  knights  is  nye. 

See  how  tbe  heavens,  of  voluntary  grace 

And  sovereine  fovor  towards  chastity. 

Doe  succor  send  to  her  distressed  cace : 

So  much  High  God  doth  innocence  embrace ! 

It  fortuned,  wbilest  thus  she  stifly  strove. 

And  the  wide  sea  impurtuned  long  s|)ace 

With  shrilling  shriekes,  Proteus  abrode  did  rove. 

Along  the  fomy  waves  driving  bis  finny  drove. 

XXX. 

Proteus  is  sbepheard  of  the  sees  of  yore, 
And  hath  tbe  charge  of  Neptune's  mighty  beard  ; 
An  aged  sire  with  head  all  frowy  bore, 
And  aprinckled  frost  upon  his  deawy  beard ; 
Who  when  those  pittifull  outcries  he  besrd 
Through  all  the  seas  so  ruefoUy  resownd. 
His  charett  swifte  in  bast  he  thetber  steard. 
Which  with  a  teeme  of  scsly  Phocas  bownd 
Was   dnwne   upon   the   wavea,  that  formed    lU; 
arowud : 
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And  comming  to  that  fishers  wandring  bote, 

That  went  at  wUl  withouten  card  or  aayle, 

He  therein  aaw  that  yrkesome  sight,  which  smote 

lyotpe  indignation  and  compassion  firayle 

Into  his  hart  attonce :  streight  did  he  hayle 

The  medy  rilkin  from  his  hoped  pray. 

Of  which  ne  now  did  rery  little  fayle ; 

And  with  his  staffe,  that  drivea  his  heard  astray, 

Him  bett  so  sore,  that  life  and  aenee  did  m«ch 


Hie  whiles  the  pitteons  lady  np  did  lyse. 
Raffled  and  fowly  raid  with  filthy  soyle. 
And  blnbbred  iaoe  with  teares  of  her  faire  eye*  i 
Her  heart  nigh  broken  was  with  weaty  toyle, 
To  sere  hergeife  from  that  outrageous  spoyle : 
But  when  she  looked  up,  to  weet  what  wight 
Had  her  from  so  inf&mous  fret  assoyld, 
For  ahame,  but  more  for  feare  of  his  grim  sight, 
Downe  in  her  lap  she  hid  her   face,  and  lowdly 
ahxighL 

xxzm. 

HeneUe  not  stTed  3ret  from  daunger  dredd 

She  dionght,  hot  chaun^d  from  one  to  other  feaie : 

Like  as  a  fearefrill  partndee,  that  is  fledd 

From  the  sharpe  hanke  which  her  attached  neare, 

And  ftla  to  ground  to  seeke  for  succor  theare, 

WheresA  the  hungry  spaniells  she  does  spye 

With  Kxeedy  iawes  her  ready  for  to  teare  : 

In  Bom  distresse  and  sad  perplexity 

Was  Florimell,  when  ProteuB  she  did  see  her  by. 

ZXJUV. 

Bot  he  endenrored  with  speaohes  milde 
H«T  to  recom£9rt,  and  accourage  bold, 
Bklding  her  fieare  no  more  her  foeman  Tilde, 
Nor  doubt  himselfe  ;  and  who  he  was  her  told : 
Yet  aU  that  could  not  from  affright  her  hold, 
Ne  to  recomfort  her  at  all  prerayld  ; 
(or  her  frint  hart  was  with  the  frosen  cold 
Bemunbd  BO  inly  that  her  wits  nigh  fay  Id, 
And  all  her  senoee  with   abasmuent  quite  were 
qnayUL 

zxxv. 

Her  Qp  betwixt  hia  rugged  hands  he  reard, 
Aod  with  his  frory  Una  full  softly  kist. 
Whiles  the  cold  ysicxles  from  his  rough  beard 
Dropped  adowne  upon  her  y  voiy  breat : 
Vcc  be  himselfe  so  busily  addrest, 
Thmt  ber  out  of  astonishment  he  wrought ; 
Aad,  out  of  that  same  fishers  filthy  nest 
Remorisg  her,  into  his  charet  brought, 
Aad  there  with  many  gentle  tetmea  her  frire  be- 
eought. 

XXXVI. 

But  that  old  leachour,  which  with  bold  assault 

That  besntie  durst  presume  to  Tiolate, 

He  esst  to  puutsb  for  his  heinous  fault : 

TLen  tooke  he  him  yet  trembling  sith  of  late 

And  tjrde  befaisd  his  charet,  to  aggrate 

The  Ttrpin  whom  he  had  abusde  so  sore ; 

80  dracM  hia  through  the  wares  in  scomiul  state, 

And  after  cast  him  up  upon  the  shore ; 

Bit  nocinaU  with  hmi  unto  his  bowre  he  bore. 


xxxvn. 

His  bowre  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  maine. 
Under  a  mightie  rocke  gainst  whidi  doe  rare 
The  roring  billowes  in  their  proud  disdains. 
That  with  the  angry  working  of  the  ware 
Therein  is  eaten  out  an  hollow  care. 
That  seemes  rough  masons  hand  with  engines  keene 
Had  long  while  laboured  it  to  engraTo : 
There  was  his  wonne ;  ne  liring  wight  waa  seene 
Save  one  old  nymph,  bight  ranopd,  to  keepe  it 
deane. 

xxxnn. 

Thether  he  brought  the  sory  Fbrlmell, 
And  entertained  her  the  best  he  might, 
(And  Psnope  her  entertsind  eke  w«l,) 
Aa  an  immortall  mote  a  mortall  wight. 
To  winne  her  liking  unto  his  delight : 
With  flattering  wordes  he  sweetly  wooed  her. 
And  offered  fiure  guiftes  t'  allure  her  sight  j 
But  she  both  offers  and  the  offerer 
Despysde,  and  all  the  fiiwning  of  the  flatterer. 


Dayly  he  tempted  her  with  this  or  that. 

And  neyer  sufired  her  to  be  at  reat : 

But  erermore  abe  him  refused  flat. 

And  all  his  fained  kindnea  did  detest ; 

80  firmely  she  had  sealed  up  her  brest. 

Sometimes  he  boasted  that  a  god  he  hight ; 

But  ahe  a  mortall  creature  loved  best : 

Then  he  would  make  himselfe  a  mortall  wight ; 

But  then  ahe  said  she  lov'd  none  but  a  Faezy  knight 

XL. 

Then  like  a  Faerie  knight  himselfe  he  dreet ; 

For  evexy  shape  on  him  he  could  endew ; 

Then  like  a  king  he  was  to  her  exprest. 

And  offred  kingdoms  unto  her  in  rew 

To  be  his  leman  and  his  lady  trew  : 

But,  when  all  this  he  nothing  saw  prevaile. 

With  harder  meanes  he  cast  her  to  subdew. 

And  with  sharpe  threates  her  ofUn  did  assayle ; 

80  thinking  for  to  make  her  stubbome  cozage  quayle 

xu. 

To  dreadfull  shapes  he  did  himselfe  transfbzme : 
Now  like  a  gyaunt ;  now  like  to  a  feend  ; 
Then  like  a  centaure ;  then  like  to  a  atorme 
Raging  within  the  wavea :  thereby  he  weend 
Her  will  to  win  unto  his  wished  send : 
But  when  with  feare,  nor  favour,  nor  with  all 
He  els  could  doe,  he  saw  himselfe  esteemd, 
Bowne  in  a  dongeon  deepe  he  let  her  fidl. 
And  threatned  there  to  make  her  hia  eteniall  thzalL 

XLQ. 

Etemall  thraldome  was  to  ner  more  liefe 
Then  losse  of  chastitie,  or  chaunge  of  love : 
Dve  had  she  rather  in  tormenting  griefe 
Then  any  should  of  falsenesse  her  reprove. 
Or  loosenes,  that  she  lightly  did  remove. 
Most  vertuous  virgin  !  glory  be  thy  meed. 
And  crowne  of  heavenly  praype  with  saintes  above. 
Where  most  sweet  hymmes  of  this  thy  famous  deed 
Are  still   emongst  them  song,  that  hr  my  rpoM 
eeed- 
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Fit  song  of  angels  caroled  to  bee  ! 
But  yet  wbatso  my  feeble  Muse  can  frame, 
Shd  be  t'  advance  thy  goodly  cbastitee, 
And  to  enroll  thy  memorable  name 
In  th'  heart  of  erery  honourable  dame, 
lliat  they  thy  yertuous  deedes  may  imitate, 
And  be  partakers  of  thy  endlesse  rame. 
Yt  3rikes  me  leave  thee  in  this  wofiill  state, 
To  tell  of  Satyrane  where  I  him  left  of  late : 


XLIV. 

Who  baring  ended  with  that  Squyre  of  Dames 
A  long  discourse  of  his  adventures  rayne. 
The  which  himselfe  then  ladies  more  defames. 
And  finding  not  th'  hyena  to  be  slayne, 
With  that  same  squyre  retoumed  backe  againe 
To  his  first  way :  And,  as  thej  forward  went, 
The^  spyde  a  knight  fayre  pricking  on  the  playne, 
As  if  he  were  on  some  adventure  bent, 
And  in  his  port  appeared  manly  hardiment. 

XLT. 

Sir  Satyrane  him  towardes  did  addresse. 

To  weet  what  wight  he  was,  sad  what  his  quest  : 

And,  comming  nigh,  ef^soones  he  gan  to  gesse 

Both  by  the  burning  hart  which  on  his  brest 

He  bare,  and  by  the  colours  in  his  crest. 

That  Paridell  it  was :  Tho  to  him  yode, 

And,  him  saluting  as  beseemed  best, 

Gan  first  inquire  of  tydings  farre  abrode ; 

And  afterwardes  on  what  adventure  now  he  rode. 


ZLVI. 

Who  thereto  answering  said ;  "  The  tydinges  bad. 

Which  now  in  Faery  Court  all  men  doe  tell. 

Which  turned  hath  great  mirth  to  mourning  sad 

Is  the  late  mine  of  proud  Marinell, 

And  suddein  parture  of  faire  Florimell 

To  find  him  forth  :  and  after  her  are  g^ne 

All  the  brave  knightes,  that  doen  in  armes  ezcell. 

To  savegard  her  3rwandred  all  alone  ; 

Emongst  the  rest  my  lott  (unworthy*)  is  to  be  one." 

XLVII. 

"  Ah !  gentle  knight,"  said  then  Sir  Satyrane, 
"  Thy  labour  all  is  lost,  I  greatly  dread, 
That  hast  a  thanklesse  service  on  thee  ta*ne. 
And  offrest  sacrifice  unto  the  dead  : 
For  dead,  I  surely  doubt,  thou  moist  aread 
Henceforth  for  ever  Rorimell  to  bee : 
That  all  the  noble  Knights  of  Maydenhead, 
Wbich  her  adored,  may  sore  repent  with  mee. 
And  all  fairs  ladies  may  for  ever  soxy  bee.' 


XLVIII. 


Which  wordes  when  Paridell  had  heard,  his  hew 

Gan  greatly  chaung,  and  seemd  dismaid  to  bee : 

Then  sayd ;  "  Fayre  sir,  how  may  I  weene  it  trew. 

That  ye  do  tell  in  such  uncerteintee  1 

Or  speake  ye  of  report,  or  did  ye  see 

lust  cause  of  dread,  that  makes  ye  doubt  so  sore  T 

For  perdie  elles  how  mote  it  ever  bee. 

That  ever  hand  should  dare  for  to  engore 

Her  noble  blood  !  The  hevena  such  crueltie  abhore. 


zux. 


u 


These  eyes  did  see  that  they  will  erer  rew 
T'  have  seene,"  quoth  he, "  whenas  a  monstrous  beast 
The  palfrey  whereon  she  did  tnivell  slew, 
And  of  his  bowels  made  his  bloody  feast : 
Which  speaking  token  sbeweth  at  the  least 
Her  certein  losse,  if  not  her  sure  decay  : 
Besides,  that  more  suspicion  encreast, 
I  found  her  golden  girdle  cast  astray, 
Distaynd  with  durt  and  blood,  as  relique  of  the 
pray. 


"  Ah  me  !'*  said  Paridell,  "  the  signes  be  sadd ; 

And,  but  God  tume  the  same  to  good  soothsay, 

That  ladies  safetie  is  sore  to  be  dradd  : 

Yet  will  I  not  forsake  my  forward  ^'ay, 

Till  triall  doe  more  certoine  truth  bewray." 

"  Faire  air,"  quoth  he,  *'  well  may  it  you  succeed  ! 

Ne  long  shall  Satyrane  behind  you  stay ; 

But  to  the  rest,  which  in  this  quest  proceed. 

My  labour  adde,  and  be  partaker  of  their  speed." 


v> 


U. 

"  Ye  noble  knights,"  said  then  the  Squyre  of  Dames, 
"  Well  may  yee  speede  in  so  praiseworthy  pe3rne  I 
But  sith  the  sunne  now  ginnes  to  slake  his  b«unes 
In  deawy  vapours  of  the  westeme  mayne. 
And  lose  the  teme  out  of  his  weaxy  wayne. 
Mote  not  mislike  you  also  to  abate 
Your  aealous  hast,  till  morrow  next  againe 
Both  light  of  heven  and  strenirth  of  men  relate : 
Which  if  ye  please,  to  yonder  castle  tume  your 
gate." 

ui. 

That  oounsell  pleased  well ;  so  all  yfere 

Forth  marched  to  a  castle  them  before ; 

Where  soone  arriving  thev  restrained  were 

Of  ready  entraunce,  whicn  ought  evermore 

To  errant  knighte  be  commune :  Wondrous  sore 

Thereat  displeased  they  were,  till  that  young  squyra 

Gan  them  informe  the  cause  why  that  same  dore 

Was  shut  to  all  which  lodging  did  desyre  : 

The  which  to  let  you  weet  wiu  further  time  requyre. 
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CANTO  IX. 

Malbeoeo  will  no  ftmiiige  Knigfats  b<Mt« 

For  paenah  gvalosr : 
PwideU  mots  with  BritonaiC: 

Both  loew  their  nmoMtrf. 


Redovbtbd  Imightfl  and  hononUe  dames. 

To  whom  I  le^dl  all  my  hbonn  end, 

Ri^t  sore  I  leare  least  with  nnwortfar  Uames 

This  odioos  argument  my  rymes  should  shmd. 

Or  ought  your  goodly  pstiaioe  offend, 

Whfles  ofa  wanton  iady  I  doe  write, 

Which  with  her  loose  incontinence  doth  blend 

The  shyning  glorv  of  your  aoTeraine  light ; 

knd  loughtEood  fowle  de&ccd  by  a  ftithlesse  knight 


n. 

Ba  never  let  th'  ensample  of  the  bad 

Ofiend  the  good :  for  good,  by  paragone 

Of  erill,  may  more  notably  be  rad ; 

As  white  seemes  fajrer  macht  with  blaeke  attooe : 

Ns  all  are  ahamed  by  the  fault  of  one : 

For  lo !  in  heren,  whereas  all  goodnes  is 

Eraongat  the  angels,  a  whole  legione 

Of  wicked  sprinites  did  &11  from  happy  blis ; 

What  wonder  tnen  if  one,  of  women  all,  did  mis  1 


Then  listen,  lordings,  if  ye  list  to  weet 
The  cause  why  Sa^rrane  and  Paridell 
Mote  not  be  entertaynd,  as  seemed  meet. 
Into  that  castle,  as  mat  squyre  doea  telL 
**  llierein  a  eancred  crabbed  carie  does  dwell. 
That  bee  no  akiU  of  court  nor  eourteeie. 
Ns  cans  what  men^|Siqr  of  him  ill  or  well : 
For  aD  his  dayes  he  drownea  in  priritie, 
Yst  has  Ibn  large  to  lire  and  spend  at  Ubertie. 

IT, 

"  But  all  Us  mind  is  set  on  mucky  pelfe. 

To  hooffd  on  heapea  of  eriU-gotten  masse. 

For  which  ne  otlwra  wxongs,  snd  wreckes  himselfe : 

Yet  is  be  lincked  to  a  lornj  lasse, 

Whoee  hsnuty  doth  her  boun^  (sr  surpasse ; 

The  which  to  him  both  hr  unequall  yearea 

Aad  also  fiv  unlike  conditions  has ; 

For  she  does  ior  tovAsy  emongst  her  peares. 

And  to  be  free  Domnard  reatrayntand  gealous  feares. 


"  But  be  is  old,  and  withered  Uke  hay. 

Unfit  hiie  ladiea  serrice  to  supply ; 

The  pririe  guilt  whereof  makes  nim  alway. 

Suspect  her  truth,  and  keepe  oontinuall  spy 

Upon  her  with  his  other  Uincked  eye ; 

Ne  snfireth  he  resort  of  liring  wight 

Appfoeh  to  her,  ne  keep  her  company. 

Bat  in  close  bowre  her  mewes  from  all  mens  sight, 

Dipcir'd  of  kindly  ioy  and  n&turJl  delight. 


"  Mslbeceohe.  and  HeDenore  she  bight  j 

Unfitly  yokt  together  in  one  teeme. 

That  is  the  cause  why  nerer  any  knight 

Is  suifred  here  to  enter,  but  he  seeme 

Such  ss  no  doubt  of  him  he  need  misdeeme," 

Thereat  Sir  Setyrane  gan  smyle,  and  aay ; 

"  Extremely  mad  the  man  I  surely  deeme 

That  weenea,  with  watch  and  hud  restraynt,  to  stay 

A  womana  vnH  which  ia  diepoeed  to  go  astray 

m. 

"  In  Taine  he  feaiee  that  which  he  cannot  ahoniie : 

For  who  wotes  not,  that  womans  subtiltyes 

Can  ^ylen  Aigus,  when  she  list  misdonnet 

It  is  not  yron  bandes,  nor  hundred  eyes 

Nor  brasen  walls,  nor  msnr  wakefnU  spyes. 

That  can  withhold  her  wilnill-wandring  leet : 

But  fast  goodwill,  with  gentle  courtesyes. 

And  timuy  serrioe  to  her  pleesures  meet 

May  her  perhaps  oontaine  that  else  would  algates 


Tin* 

"  Then  is  he  not  more  mad,"  aayd  Paridell, 
"  That  hath  himselfiB  unto  such  sendee  sold. 
In  dolefull  threldome  all  his  dayes  to  dwell  1 
For  sure  a  foole  I  doe  him  firmely  hold. 
That  loves  his  fetters,  though  they  were  of  gold. 
But  why  doe  wee  derise  of  othen  ill, 
Whvles  thus  we  suffer  this  same  dotud  old 
To  keepe  us  out  in  scome,  of  his  owns  wQl, 
And  nAher  do  not  ransack  sll,  and  himselfe  kill  1* 


"  Nsy,  let  us  first,"  nyd  Setyrane,  '*  entreat 
The  man  by  gentle  meanes,  to  let  us  in ; 
And  afterwardes  affray  with  cruell  threat. 
Ere  that  we  to  efforce  it  doe  begin : 
Then,  if  all  fryle,  we  will  by  force  it  win, 
And  eke  reward  the  wretch  for  his  mesprise. 
As  may  be  worthy  of  his  haynous  sin." 
That  counaell  pleasd  :  Then  Paridell  did  rise. 
And  to  the  castle-gate  approcht  in  quiet  wisei 


X, 

Whereat  soft  knocking,  entrance  he  desyrd. 

The  good  man  selfe,  which  then  the  porter  playd. 

Him  answered,  that  all  were  now  rotyrd 

Unto  their  rest,  and  all  the  keyes  oonvayd 

Unto  their  maister  who  in  bed  was  layd. 

That  none  him  durst  swake  out  of  his  dreme ; 

And  therefore  them  of  patience  gently  pnyd. 

Then  Paridell  b^an  to  chaunge  his  theme. 

And  threatned  mm  with   fime  sad   pumihrnent 
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But  all  in  Taine ;  for  nought  mote  him  relent : 

And  now  lo  long  before  me  wicket  fest 

1  bev  wmjrted,  that  the  night  was  forward  spent, 

Ana  the  faire  welkin  fowly  orercast 

Gan  blowen  np  a  bitter  stonny  blast. 

With  showre  and  hayle  so  horrible  and  dred, 

That  this  faire  many  were  compeld  at  last 

To  fly  for  sncconr  to  a  little  shed, 

The  which  beside  the  gate  for  swyne  was  ordered. 


It  fortoned,  soone  after  they  were  gone, 
Another  knight,  whom  tempest  thether  bronght, 
Came  to  that  castle,  and  with  earnest  mone. 
Like  as  the  rest,  late  entrance  deare  besought ; 
But,  like  so  as  the  rest,  he  prayd  for  nought ; 
For  flatly  he  of  entrance  was  refusd  : 
Sorely  toereat  he  was  displeasd,  and  thought 
How  to  avenge  himselfe  so  sore  abusd. 
And  erermore  the  carle  of  courtesie  aocusd. 


xm. 

But,  to  aroyde  th'  intoUerable  stowre, 

He  was  compeld  to  seeke  some  refuge  neare. 

And  to  that  abed,  to  shrowd  him  from  the  showre, 

He  came,  which  full  of  guests  he  found  whyleare. 

So  as  he  was  not  let  to  enter  there : 

Whereat  he  ean  to  wex  exceeding  wroth. 

And  swore  that  he  would  lodge  with  them  yfere 

Or  them  dislodg,  all  were  they  liefe  or  loth ; 

And  so  defyde  Uiem  each,  ana  so  defyde  them  both. 


xrv. 

Both  were  full  loth  to  leare  that  needfull  tent, 
And  both  full  loth  in  darkenesse  to  debate  ; 
Yet  both  full  liefe  him  lodging  to  have  lent. 
And  both  full  liefe  his  boasting  to  abate : 
But  chiefely  Paridell  his  hart  did  grate 
To  heare  bun  threaten  so  despighttuUy, 
As  if  he  did  a  dogge  in  kenell  rate 
That  durst  not  barke  :  and  rather  had  he  dy 
Then,  when  he  was  dafyde,  in  coward  comer  ly. 

X¥X. 

Tho,  hastily  remonnting  to  his  steed, 
He  forth  issew'd  ;  like  as  a  boystrous  winde, 
Which  in  th*  earthes  hollow  caves  hath  long  ben  hid 
And  shut  up  fiut  within  her  prisons  blind. 
Makes  the  huge  element,  against  her  kinde. 
To  move  and  tremble  as  it  were  aghast, 
Untill  that  it  an  issew  forth  may  nnde  ; 
Then  forth  it  breakes,  and  with  his  furious  blast 
Confounds  both  land  and  seas,  and  skyes  doth  over- 
cast. 

xvi. 

Their  steel-hed  speares  they  strongly  coucht,  and 
Together  with  impetuous  ra^  and  forse,  [met 

That  with  the  terrour  of  their  fierce  afiret 
They  rudely  drove  to  ground  both  man  and  horse. 
That  each  awhile  lay  Uke  a  sencelesse  corse. 
But  Paridell  sore  brused  with  the  blow 
Could  not  arise,  the  counterchaunge  to  scorse ; 
Till  that  young  stjuyre  him  reared  from  below  ; 
Then  drew  he  his  bright  sword,  and  gan  about  him 
throw. 


xvu. 

But  Satynne  forth  stepping  did  them  stay. 
And  with  faire  treaty  pacifide  their  yre : 
Then,  when  they  were  aceoided  from  the  fray. 
Against  that  castles  lord  they  gan  conspire. 
To  heape  on  him  dew  vengeaunoe  for  his  hire. 
They  beene  agreed,  and  to  the  gates  they  goe 
To  bum  the  same  with  nnquenoiable  fire. 
And  that  nncurteous  carie,  their  commune  foe. 
To  doe  fowie  death  to  die,  or  wrap  in  grievous  foe. 

xvin. 

Malbecco  seeing  them  resolvd  in  deed 
To  flame  the  gates,  and  hearing  them  to  call 
For  fire  in  earnest,  ran  with  fearfuU  speed. 
And,  to  them  caUing  from  the  castle  wall. 
Besought  them  humbly  him  to  beare  withall. 
As  ignorant  of  servanta  bad  abuse 
And  slacke  attendaunoe  unto  straungers  call. 
The  knights  were  willing  all  things  to  excuse. 
Though  nought  belev'd,  and  entraunce  late  did  not 
refuse. 

XIX. 

Thinr  beene  ybrought  into  a  comely  bowre. 
And  servd  of  all  tUngs  that  mote  needful!  bee ; 
Yet  secretly  their  hoste  did  on  them  lowre. 
And  welcomde  more  for  feare  then  charitee ; 
But  they  dissembled  what  they  did  not  see. 
And  welcomed  themselves.    Each  gan  undight 
Their  gaimenta  wett,  and  weary  armour  free, 
To  dry  themselves  by  Vulcanes  flaming  li^ht. 
And  dee  their  lately  brazed  parts  to  bring  m  plight. 

XI. 

And  eke  that  stnnnger  knight  emongst  the  rest 
Was  for  Uke  need  enforst  to  disaray : 
Tho,  whenas  vailed  was  her  lofty  crest. 
Her  golden  locks,  that  were  in  tramells  gay 
Upbounden,  did  themselves  adowne  display 
And  raught  unto  her  heeles  ;  like  sunny  beames. 
That  in  a  cloud  their  light  did  long  time  stay. 
Their  vapour  vaded,  shewe  their  golden  gleames, 
And  through  the  persant  aire  shoote  forth  their  asoie 
Btreames. 

XXI. 

Shee  also  dofle  her  heavy  haberieon, 

Which  the  faire  feature  of  her  limbs  did  hyde ; 

And  her  well-plighted  frock,  which  she  did  won 

To  tucke  about  her  short  when  she  did  ryde, 

Shee  low  let  fall,  that  flowd  from  her  lanck  syde 

Downe  to  her  foot  with  carelesse  modestee. 

Then  of  them  all  she  plainly  was  espyde 

To  be  a  woman-wight,  unwist  to  bee, 

The  fiurest  woman* wight  that  ever  eie  did  see. 


xxn. 

like  as  Bellona  (being  late  returad 

From  slaughter  of  the  giaunts  conquered  ; 

Where  proud  Enoelade,  whose  wide  nosethrilsbumd 

With  breathed  flames  Uke  to  a  furnace  redd. 

Transfixed  with  her  speare  downe  tombled  dedd 

From  top  of  Hemus  by  him  heaped  hye  ;) 

Hath  loosd  her  helmet  from  her  lofty  hedd. 

And  her  Gorgoman  shield  gins  to  untye 

From  her  lefte  emie,  to  rest  in  glorious  victotye. 
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XXIII. 

Wluch  whenas  they  beheld,  they  Bmitten  were 

NVith  gmt  amasemeot  of  so  wondrous  sight ; 

And  each  on  other,  and  thny  all  on  her, 

Stood  gazing  ;  as  if  suddein  groat  affright 

Had  t&m  aurpriad  :  At  last  arising  right 

Hex  goodly  personage  and  glorious  hew, 

Whi&  tliey  so  much  miatooke,  they  tooke  delight 

In  their  fixvt  error,  and  yett  atiU  anew 

With  wonder  of  her  beauty  fed  their  hongry  vew  t 

xxiy. 

Yet  n'oCo  thehr  hongiy  rew  be  satisfide. 

But,  aeeine,  still  the  more  desir'd  to  see. 

And  erer  annely  fixed  did  abide 

In  contemplation  of  divinitee : 

But  most  they  mervaild  at  her  cbevalree 

And  noble  prowesae  which  they  had  approrM, 

That  much  tfaer  feynd  to  know  who  she  mote  bee  ; 

Yet  none  of  all  them  her  thereof  amor'd  ; 

Yet  wmy  one  her  Ukte,  and  erery  one  her  loT'd. 

And  Pkridelly  though  partly  discontent 
With  his  late  fen  and  fowie  indignity, 
Yet  was  soone  wonne  his  malice  to  relent. 
Through  gzaciooa  regard  of  her  feire  eye, 
And  kttiehtly  wortfi  which  he  too  late  did  try. 
Yet  tried  did  adore.    Supper  was  dight ; 
Then  they  Malbecco  praya  of  courtesy. 
That  of  his  lady  they  might  hare  the  sight 
And  ooopasy  at  mwt,  to  do  them  more  delight. 


But  he,  to  ihifte  their  enrioua  request, 

Gan  esQsen  why  she  could  not  come  in  place ; 

Her  enaed  heltn,  her  late  recourse  to  rest. 

And  humid  erening  ill  for  sicke  folkes  cace : 

Bat  none  of  tbose  excuses  could  take  place ; 

Ne  would  they  eate,  till  she  in  presence  came : 

Shee  came  in  prsaence  with  right  comely  grace, 

And  feirely  them  saluted,  as  became. 

And  shswd  henelfe  in  all  a  gentle  courteous  damot 

SXTII. 

Tbsy  fste  to  meet ;  and  Satmne  his  chaunoe 

Was  her  before,  and  ParideU  beside; 

But  he  himselfe  sate  looking  still  askaunoe 

Gainst  Britomart,  and  eyer  closely  eide 

Sir  Satyrane.  that  glaunces  might  not  glide : 

Bet  Ida  blinde  eie,  that  sided  Paiidell, 

All  has  demesanure  feom  his  sisht  did  hide : 

On  her  feire  feoe  so  did  he  feeoe  his  fill. 

And  sent  close  messages  of  lore  to  her  at  will : 

xxvm. 

And  STvr  and  snooe,  when  none  was  ware. 
With  speaking  lookes,  that  close  embassage  bore. 
He  nrrd  at  her,  and  told  his  secret  care ; 
For  an  that  art  he  learned  had  of  vore : 
BTe  was  ehe  ignofsunt  of  that  leua  lore, 
But  in  his  eye  his  meaning  wisely  redd, 
And  with  tM  like  him  aunswerd  erermora : 
Sbce  seat  at  him  one  fyrie  dart,  whose  hedd 

was  with  priry  lust  and  gealous  diedd. 


XXIX. 


He  from  that  deadly  throw  made  co  defence, 
but  to  the  wound  his  weake  heart  opened  wyde  : 
The  wicked  engine  through  felse  influence 
Past  through  his  eies,  and  secretly  did  glyde 
Into  his  heart,  which  it  did  sorely  gryde. 
But  nothing  new  to  him  was  that  same  peine, 
Ne  peine  at  all ;  for  he  so  ofte  had  tryde 
The  powre  thereof,  and  lor'd  so  oft  in  raine, 
That  thing  of  course  he  counted,  lore  to  entertaine. 


XXX. 

Thenceforth  to  her  he  sought  t^  intimata 

His  inward  griefe,  by  mesnes  to  him  weU  knowne : 

Now  Bacchus  fruite  out  of  the  silrer  plate 

He  on  the  table  dasht,  as  orerthrowne. 

Or  of  the  fruitfull  liquor  orerflowne ; 

And  by  the  daunoing  bubbles  did  dirine, 

Or  therein  write  to  &tt  his  lore  be  showne ; 

Which  weU  she  redd  out  of  the  learned  line : 

A  sacrsment  prophane  in  mistezy  of  wine. 


And,  whenso  of  his  hand  the  pledge  she  raught, 
The  guilty  cup  she  feined  to  mistiJce, 
And  m  her  lap  did  ahed  her  idle  draught. 
Shewing  desire  her  inward  flame  to  shke. 
By  such  close  signes  they  secret  way  did  make 
Unto  their  wils,  and  one  eies  watch  escape : 
Two  eies  him  needeth,  for  to  watch  and  wake. 
Who  lorers  will  deceire.    Thus  was  the  ape. 
By  their  feire  handling,  put  into  Malbeccoea  cape. 

xxxn. 

Now,  when  of  meats  snd  drinks  they  had  iheir  fiU, 

Purpose  was  mored  by  that  gentle  dame 

Unto  those  knights  adrenturous,  to  teU 

Of  deeds  of  armes  which  unto  them  became, 

And  erezy  one  his  kindred  and  his  name. 

Then  Paridell,  in  whom  a  kindly  pride 

Of  gratious  speech  and  skill  his  words  to  frame 

Abounded,  beins  glad  of  so  fitte  tide 

Him  to  commend  to  her,  thus  spake,  of  al  well  eide . 

xxxni. 

'*  Troy,  that  art  now  noucrht  but  an  idle  name. 

And  m  thine  ashes  buried  low  dost  lie. 

Though  whilome  fer  much  greater  then  thy  fame. 

Before  that  angiy  Gods  and  cruell  skie 

Upon  thee  heapt  a  direful  destinie ; 

What  boots  it  iXMst  thy  glorious  descent. 

And  fetch  from  heren  thy  great  genealogie, 

Sith  aU  thy  worthie  prayses  beinff  blent 

Their  ofspring  hath  embaate,  and  later  gloiy  shentl 

xxxir. 

**  Most  famous  worthy  of  the  world,  by  whome 
That  warre  was  kindled  which  did  Troy  inflame, 
And  stately  towres  of  Hion  whil6me 
Brought  unto  balefuU  mine,  was  by  name 
Sir  Paris  far  renownd  through  noble  fame , 
Who,  through  great  prowease  and  bold  hardinesses 
From  Lacedaemon  fetcht  the  feyrest  dame 
That  ever  Greece  did  boast,  or  loiight  possesse. 
Whom  \'entts  to  him  gare  for  me«i  ofworthinesse; 
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**  Ftyra  Helone,  iowra  of  beaatie  excdlent. 
And  girlond  of  the  mi|^hty  eonqueroun, 
That  madest  many  ladies  deare  lament 
The  hearie  losse  of  their  brare  paramours, 
'Which  thev  far  off  beheld  from  Trojan  toares, 
And  saw  the  fieldes  of  &ire  Scamander  strowne 
With  carcases  of  noble  warrioores 
Whose  fniit lease  lives  were  under  farrow  sowne. 
And  Xanthus  sandy  bankes  with  blood  all  overflowne ! 

"  From  him  my  linage  I  derire  aright. 

Who  long  before  the  ten  yeares  aiege  of  Troy, 

Whiles  yet  on  Ida  he  a  shepeheard  hight, 

On  faire  Oenone  g^t  a  lovely  boy. 

Whom,  for  remembrance  of  her  passed  ioy, 

8he,  of  his  father,  Parius  did  name  ; 

Who,  after  Greekes  did  Priams  realme  destroy, 

Gathred  the  Trojan  reliques  sav'd  from  flame. 

And,  with  them  sayling  thence,  to  th'  isle  of  Paroa 


came. 


zxzvu. 


"  That  was  by  him  cald  Paros,  which  before 

Might  Nausa ;  there  he  many  yearea  did  raine. 

And  built  Naosiele  by  the  Pontiok  shore ; 

The  which  he  dying  lehb  next  in  remaine 

To  Paridas  his  sonne. 

From  whom  I  Pariddl  by  kin  descend: 

But,  for  faire  ladies  lore  and  glories  gaine/ 

My  native  soile  have  lefte,  my  dayea  to  spend 

In  teewing  deeds  of  armea,  my  Uvea  and  labors  end." 

zxxvm. 

Whenas  the  noble  Britomart  heaid  teU 

Of  Trojan  wanes  and  Pxiams  citie  saokt, 

(The  ruefull  story  of  Sir  Paridell,) 

She  was  empassiond  at  that  piteous  act. 

With  lelous  env^  of  Greekes  cruell  fiict 

Against  that  nation,  firom  whose  race  of  old 

l^e  heard  that  ahe  was  lineally  extract : 

For  noble  Britons  spron^  firom  Tioiana  bold. 

And  Troynorant  waa  built  of  old  Troyea  aahea  cold. 


Then  sighing  tott  awhile,  at  last  ahe  thus : 
"  O  lamentable  fidl  of  famous  towne. 
Which  ndgnd  so  many  jrearea  victorious. 
And  of  all  Asie  bore  ue  soveraine  crowne. 
In  one  sad  night  consumed  and  throwen  downe  1 
What  stonjr  hart,  that  heares  thy  haplesse  &te. 
Is  not  empierst  with  deepe  compaaaiowne. 
And  makes  ensample  of  mans  wretched  state, 
That  floures  so  freah  at  mome,  and  fades  at  erening 
late! 

XL. 

"  Behold,  sir,  how  your  pitifull  complaint 
Hath  fownd  another  partner  of  your  payne : 
For  nothing  may  impresse  so  deare  constraint 
As  countries  cause,  and  commune  foes  disdayne. 
But,  if  it  should  not  griere  you  backe  agayne 
To  tume  your  course,  I  would  to  heare  desyre 
What  to  Aeneas  fell ;  sith  that  men  sayne 
He  was  not  in  the  cities  wofnll  fyro 
Consum'd.  but  did  himselfe  to  safe^  retyre." 


xu. 

*'  Anchysea  Sonne  bcgott  of  Venna  fryra," 
Said  he,  "  out  of  the  fiamea  for  safegard  fled. 
And  with  a  remnant  did  to  aea  repayre ; 
Where  he,  through  fatall  errour  long  wis  led 
Full  many  yeares,  and  weetlesse  wsndered 
From  shore  to  shore  emongst  the  Lybick  sandea, 
Ere  rest  he  fownd :  Much  there  he  suffered. 
And  many  periUea  past  in  forreine  landes. 
To  save  his   people  sad  from  yictoura  yengefull 
handea: 

xui. 

"  At  last  in  Latium  he  did  arryre, 

Where  he  with  cruell  wazre  was  entertaind 

Of  th'  inland  folke  which  sought  him  backe  to  driye, 

I'ill  he  with  old  Latinus  was  constraind 

To  contract  wedlock,  so  the  fatea  ordaind ; 

Wedlocke  contract  in  blood,  and  eke  in  blood 

Accomplished  ;  that  many  deare  complaind  : 

The  rivall  slaine,  the  victour  (through  the  flood 

Escaped  hardly)  hardly  praisd  his  wedlock  good. 

XLin. 

"  Yet,  nfter  all,  he  victour  did  surviye. 
And  with  Latinus  did  the  kingdom  partt 
But  after,  when  both  nationa  gan  to  strive 
Into  their  namea  the  title  to  convart, 
His  Sonne  liilus  did  from  thence  depart 
With  all  the  warlike  youth  of  Troiana  blond. 
And  in  long  Alba  plast  his  throne  apart ; 
Where  faire  it  flonshed  and  long  time  stoud. 
Till  Romulus,  renewing  it,  to  lUme  Temord." 

zuy. 

"  There  ;  there,*'  said  Britomart,  **  afireah  appeard 

The  glory  of  the  later  world  to  spring, 

And  Troy  againe  out  of  her  dust  waa  reard 

To  aitt  in  second  seat  of  soveraine  king 

Of  all  the  worid,  under  her  governing. 

But  a  third  kinsdom  yet  is  to  arise 

Out  of  the.Troians  scattered  ofspring, 

That,  in  all  glory  and  gnat  enterprise. 

Both  first  ami  second  Troy  ahaU  dare  to  equalise. 


SIT. 

"  It  Tnrmovant  is  hight,  that  with  the  wayea 
Of  wealthy  Thamis  nmshed  is  along, 
Upon  whose  stubbome  neck  Cwhereat  he  ravea 
With  roring  rage,  and  sore  himselfe  does  throne, 
That  all  men  feare  to  tempt  his  billowes  strong,) 
She  fastned  hath  her  foot ;  which  stand  so  by, 
Thst  it  a  wonder  of  the  world  ia  song 
In  forreine  landes ;  and  all,  which  paasen  by. 
Beholding  it  firom  farre  doe  think  it  threa 
akye. 

ZLVI. 

"  The  Troian  Brute  a  d  first  that  citie  fownd, 
And  Hygate  made  the  laeare  thereof  by  West, 
And  Overt-gate  by  NonS  :  that  is  the  bownd 
Toward  the  land ;  two  liven  bownd  the  rest. 
So  huge  a  scope  at  first  him  seemed  best. 
To  be  the  compasse  of  his  kingdomes  seat : 
So  huge  a  mind  could  not  in  lesser  rest, 
Ne  in  small  mearee  containe  lis  elory  great. 
That  Albion  had  conquered  fiiU  by  warlike  feat." 
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ZLTIX. 


«  Ah !  hmst  bdj-knighC  iaid  ParideD, 
'*  Pvdon  I  pray  vij  heedlene  orersig-ht. 
Who  had  forgot  that  whylome  1  heard  tdQ 
From  aeed  Mnemoo  ;  for  my  wits  beene  UghL 
Indeed  he  said,  if  I  remember  ng^ht. 
That  of  the  antioae  Trojao  stocke  there  grew 
Another  phmt,  tnat  rsnnit  to  wondroos  hight. 
And  &r  Miroad  his  mighty  bminches  threw 
Into  the  utmoat  angle  of  the  world  he  knew. 


ZI.TUI. 

"  Fo*  that  lame  Brute,  whommnch  hedidadTannee 
Ir  in  his  speachy  was  Sylrias  his  sonne, 
'.^Itom  haTing  slain  through  lucklesarrowes  glaonce. 
He  fled  for  reare  of  that  he  had  misdimne. 
Or  els  for  shame,  so  fowle  reproch  to  shonne. 
And  with  him  ledd  to  sea  an  youthly  trayne ; 
Where  wearie  waodring  they  long  time  did  w<mne. 
And  many  fortunes  proT*d  in  th'  ocean  msjrne, ' 
And  great  adrentures  found,  that  now  were  long  to 
sayne. 

zuz. 

**  At  bat  by  lataU  oonrse  they  diiren  were 

Into  an  island  spatious  and  brode. 

The  farthest  North  that  did  to  them  ajipeare: 

Which,  after  reet,  they,  seeking  fiure  abrode. 

Found  it  the  fittest  soyle  for  their  abode, 

FmitfiiQ  of  all  thingea  fitt  for  liying  foode, 

Butwholy  waste  and  void  of  peoples  trode. 

Sere  an  huge  nation  of  the  geaunts  broode 

That  fedoQ  tiriiig  flesh,  and  dionck  mens  vitaU  blood. 


"  Wlkom  he,  through  wearie  wars  and  Isboun  long, 

Subdewd  with  loeae  of  many  Britons  bold : 

In  which  the  great  Goemagot  oi  strong 

Corinens,  and  Coulin  of  Debon  old. 

Were  overthrowne  and  hnde  cm  th'  earth  full  cdd. 

Which  quaked  under  their  ao  hideous  ma^e  : 

A  famous  history  to  bee  enrold 

In  ererlasting  mcmiments  of  brasse. 

That  all  the  antique  worthies  merits  far  did  passe. 


1 


His  works  great  Traynovant,  his  worke  is  eke 

Fair  Lincolne,  both  renowned  far  away ; 

That  who  firom  East  to  West  will  endlong  seeke. 

Cannot  two  fairer  cities  find  this  day. 

Except  Cleopolis ;  so  heard  I  say 

Old  Mnemon  :  Therefore,  Sir.  I  greet  you  well 

Your  oountrey  kin :  and  you  entyrelv  pray 

Of  pardon  for  the  strife,  which  late  befell 

Betwixt  us  both  unknowne,"    So  ended  Paridell, 


ui. 

But  all  the  while,  that  he  these  speeches  spent. 

Upon  his  lips  hong  fSure  Dame  Hellenore 

With  rigilant  regard  and  dew  attent. 

Fashioning  worlaes  of  fancies  erennore 

In  her  fraile  witt,  that  now  her  quite  forlore : 

The  whiles  unwares  away  her  wondring  eye 

And  greedy  eares  her  weake  hart  from  her  bore : 

Which  he  perceiving,  erer  privily. 

In  speaking,  many  ulse  belgardes  at  her  let  fly. 


LIZI. 


So  long  diese  knightes  discoursed  dirersly 
Of  strsnnge  afiaires,  and  noble  hardiment. 
Which  they  had  past  with  mickle  ieopardy. 
That  now  the  humid  night  was  farforth  spent. 
And  hevenly  lampes  were  halfendeale  ybrent : 
Which  th'oid  man  seeing  wel,  who  too  long  thought 
Every  discourse,  and  every  argument. 
Which  by  the  hours  he  measured,  besought 
Them  go  to  rest.    So  all  unto  their  bowies  weM 
brought. 


CANTO  X. 

Paridell  rapeth  Hellenore; 

Mdbecco  her  poursewes ; 
Fynds  emonest  Sames,  whence  with  him 

To  tnine  ue  dotn  refuse. 


Tn  noffRyw  aest,  so  aoone  as  PhoBbos  lamp 

Bswrmd  b«l  tba  world  with  earlv  light, 

And  fresh  Anrois  had  the  ahady  damp 

Out  of  the  goodly  heven  amoved  qidght, 

Faire  Britomaxt  and  that  aame  Faeiy  knight 

Uprose^  finrth  oo  their  iourney  for  to  wend : 

Bot  ParideQ  oomplaynd,  that  hia  late  fight 

With  Brnonart  ao  sore  did  him  offend, 

TlMt  lyd^  bi  ooold  not  till  his  hurts  he  did  amend 


So  foorth  thsT  far'd ;  but  he  behind  them  atayd, 
Manlgre  his  host,  who  grudged  grivouslT 
To  house  a  g^est  that  would  be  needes  obayd, 
And  of  his  owne  him  lefte  not  liberty : 
Might  wanting  measure,  moveth  surquedry. 
Two  things  he  feared,  but  the  third  was  death ; 
That  fiers  youngmans  unruly  ms^tery ; 
His  money,  whidi  he  lov'd  as  livmg  breath  { 
And  his  mire  wife  whom  honest  long  he  kept  uneath* 
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nx. 

But  padenee  perforce ;  he  must  abie 

What  fortune  and  hia  fate  on  him  will  lay  i 

Fond  ia  the  feare  that  findea  no  remedie. 

Yet  warilj  he  watcbeth  oTery  way. 

By  which  he  feareth  e^ill  happen  may ; 

So  th'  erill  thinkea  by  watching  to  prerant : 

Ne  doth  he  aoffer  her,  nor  night  nor  day. 

Out  of  hia  eight  heraelfe  once  to  abaent : 

3o  doth  he  pnniah  her,  and  eke  himaelf  torment. 

IT.   ■ 

Bat  Paridell  kept  better  watch  then  bee, 

A  fit  occaaion  for  hia  tome  to  finde. 

False  lore !  why  do  men  aay  thou  canst  not  aee, 

And  in  their  fooliah  &ncy  (eigne  thee  blinde. 

That  with  thy  charmea  the  ahao'pest  aight  doeat  binde. 

And  to  thy  wiU  abuse  t    Thou  walkest  firee. 

And  aeeat  erery  aecret  of  the  minde ; 

Thou  aeeat  all,  yet  none  at  all  seea  thee : 

All  that  ia  by  the  working  of  thy  deitee. 


So  perfect  in  that  art  waa  Paridel], 

That  he  Malbeccoea  halfen  eye  did  wyle ; 

His  halfen  eye  he  wiled  wondrous  well. 

And  Hellenora  both  eyes  did  eke  beguyle. 

Both  eyes  and  hart  attonoe,  during  the  whyle 

That  he  there  aoioumed  hia  woundea  to  heale; 

That  Cupid  selfe,  it  aeeing,  close  did  amyle 

To  weet  how  he  her  love  away  did  ateale. 

And  bad  that  none  their  ioyooa  treason  should  rereala. 

▼I. 

Fbe  learned  lorer  lost  no  time  nor  tydA 
That  least  avantage  mote  to  him  afford, 
Yet  bore  so  faixe  a  sayle,  that  none  eapjrde 
His  secret  drift  till  he  her  layd  abord. 
Whenso  in  open  place  and  commune  bord 
He  fortun'd  her  to  meet,  with  commune  apeach 
He  courted  her ;  yet  bajrted  every  word. 
That  hit  ungentle  hoste  n'ote  him  appeach 
Of  yile  angentleaeaae  or  hoapitagea  breach. 

▼zz. 

But  when  apart  ^if  ever  her  mat 

He  found)  then  his  falae  en^ma  hat  he  pljrde, 

And  all  the  aleighta  unboaomd  in  hia  hart : 

He  aigh'd,  he  aobd,  he  awoownd,  he  perdy  dyde> 

And  cast  himaelfe  on  g^und  her  £ut  besyde : 

Tho'  when  againe  he  him  bethought  to  live, 

He  wept,  and  wayld,  and  fUae  lamenta  belyde. 

Saying,  but  if  ahe  mereie  would  him  give. 

That  he  mote  algatea  dye,  yet  did  his  death  forgire. 

vm. 

And  otherwhyles  with  amorous  delights 

And  pleasing  toyes  he  would  her  entertaine ; 

Now  singing  sweetly  to  surprize  her  sprighta, 

Now  making  lares  of  lore  and  lorera  paine, 

Bransles,  bsdlaas,  rirelayes,  and  verses  vaine ; 

Oft  purposes,  oft  riddles,  he  devysd, 

And  thousands  like  which  flowea  in  his  braine. 

With  which  he  fed  her  fancy,  and  entyad 

To  take  to  his  new  love,  ana  leave  her  old  deapyad. 


IK. 


And  every  where  he  might  and  everie  while 

He  did  her  aervice  dewtifull,  and  sewd 

At  hand  with  humble  pride  and  pleasing  guile ; 

So  closely  yet,  that  none  but  ahe  it  vewd. 

Who  well  perceived  all,  and  all  indewd. 

Thus  finely  did  he  his  false  nets  dispred, 

With  which  be  many  weake  harts  had  aubdewd 

Of  yore,  and  many  had  ylike  misled : 

What  wonder  then  if  she  were  likewise  carried  1 


K. 


No  fort  80  fensible,  no  wals  ao  atrong. 

But  that  oontinuall  battexy  will  rive. 

Or  daily  sieee,  through  dispurvayaunce  long 

And  lacke  of  reskewes,  will  to  parley  drive  ; 

And  peece,  that  unto  parley  eare  will  give. 

Will  abortly  yield  itselfe,  and  will  be  made 

The  vassall  of  the  victora  will  bylive : 

That  atratageme  had  oftentimes  assayd 

Thia  craf^  paramouxe,  and  now  it  puise  display *d. 


XX. 

For  through  hia  trainee  he  her  intrapped  hath, 

That  ahe  her  love  and  hart  hath  wholy  aold 

To  him  without  regard  of  gaine,  or  B<»th, 

Or  care  of  credite,  or  of  huaband  old, 

Whom  she  hath  vow'd  to  dub  a  fayxe  eucqu61d. 

Nought  wants  but  time  and  place,  which  shortly  ahee 

Devised  hath,  and  to  her  lover  told. 

It  pleaaed  well :  ao  well  they  both  ame , 

So  readie  xype  to  ill,  wemeoa  oounaeia  bee  I 

xn. 

Darke  waa  the  evening,  fit  for  lovers  atealth. 
When  chaunst  Malbe<x»  buaie  be  elsewhere, 
She  to  hia  closet  went,  where  all  hia  wealth 
Lay  hid ;  thereof  she  countleaae  aummes  did  rearo. 
The  which  ahe  meant  away  with  her  to  beare ; 
The  rest  she  fyr*d,  for  aport  or  for  deapight : 
Aa  Hellene,  when  ahe  aaw  aloft  appeare 
The  Troiane  flamea  and  reach  to  hevena  bight, 
Did  clap  her  huida,  and  ioyed  at  that  doleral  aigh; ; 


The  second  Hellene,  fayxe  Dame  Hellenora, 
The  whilea  her  husband  ran  with  sory  haste 
To  quench  the  flames  which  she  had  tyn'd  before, 
Laught  at  hia  foolish  labour  spent  in  waste, 
And  ran  into  her  lovera  armea  right  &Bt ; 
Where  atreight  embraced  ahe  to  him  did  cry 
And  rail  alowd  for  helpe,  ere  helpe  were  post ; 
For  lo  I  that  guest  did  beare  her  forcibly. 
And  meant  to  laviah  her,  that  rather  had  to  dy ! 

ZIT. 

The  wretched  man  hearing  her  call  for  tyd. 
And  ready  aeeiag  him  with  her  to  fly, 
In  his  disquiet  mind  was  much  dismayd  : 
But  when  againe  he  backeward  cast  hia  eye, 
And  saw  the  wicked  fire  so  furiously 
Consume  his  hart,  and  scorch  his  iaolea  &ce» 
He  was  therewith  distreaaed  diversely, 
Ne  wist  he  how  to  tume,  nor  to  what  place : 
Was  nevev  wretched  man  in  such  a  wofuU  eaccb 
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XT. 

kj  when  to  Iinn  she  ciyde,  to  her  he  tnmd. 
And  left  the  fm ;  lore,  money  orercame : 
But,  when  he  marked  how  his  money  humd, 
de  left  bis  wife ;  money  did  love  disclaime : 
Both  was  he  loth  to  loose  his  lored  dame, 
And  loth  to  leave  his  liefest  pelfe  hehinde  ; 
Yet,  sith  he  no'te  save  hoth,  he  sar'd  that  same 
Which  was  the  dearest  to  his  doonghill  minde, 
The  god  of  his  desire,  the  ioy  of  misers  hlinde. 

XTI. 

Thus  whilest  all  things  in  troahlous  uprore  were. 

And  all  men  basie  to  tnppresse  the  flame, 

The  loving  couple  neede  no  reskew  feare, 

Bni  leasnre  haa  and  liherW  to  frame 

Their  porpoet  flight,  free  from  all  mens  reclame ; 

And  Night,  the  patronesse  of  lore-stealth  fayre. 

Gave  dkem  safe  conduct  till  to  end  they  came : 

So  beeoe  they  gone  yfere,  a  wanton  payre 

Of  loTWB  looaely  kmt,  where  list  them  to  repayie. 

xvu. 

Soone  as  the  cnxell  flames  yslaked  were, 
Mslbecoo,  seeing  how  his  losse  did  lye, 
Ont  of  the  flames  which  he  had  quencht  whylere. 
Into  httge  wares  of  griefe  and  gealoaye 
Foil  deqye  emplonged  was,  and  drowned  nye 
Twixt  inward  doole  and  felonous  despiirht : 
He  imT'd;  he  wept,  he  stampt,  he  lowd  did  cry ; 
And  all  the  passions,  that  in  man  may  light, 
Didhimattonoe  oppresse,  and  vex  his  caytire  spright. 

XTxn. 

Long  thns  he  chawd  the  cud  of  inward  griefe 
And  did  oonsume  his  gall  with  anguish  sore : 
Still  when  he  mused  on  his  late  mischfefe, 
Then  still  the  smart  thereof  increased  more, 
And  seemd  more  grieTOOs  then  it  was  before ; 
At  last  when  sorrow  he  saw  booted  nought, 
Ke  griefe  might  not  his  love  to  him  restore. 
He  gas  devise  bow  her  he  reskew  mought ; 
Ten  thottsaad  wayes  he  cast  in  his  confused  thought 

XIX. 

At  last  Tceolving,  like  a  pilgrim  pore, 
To  ssareh  her  forth  wbereso  she  mi,^ht  be  fond, 
And  bearing  with  him  treasure  in  close  store, 
The  rest  he  leaves  in  ground  :  so  takes  in  bond 
To  sseke  her  endlong  both  by  sea  and  lond. 
Long  he  ht* r  sought,  he  sought  her  far  and  nere, 
And  every  where  that  he  mote  understond 
Of  kmgbun  and  ladies  any  meetings  were  ; 
And  of  each  one  he  mett  ne  tidings  did  inquera. 


XX. 

Bat  ill  la  Tsine ;  his  woman  was  too  wise 

Ever  to  oome  into  his  cloucb  againe, 

Aod  hee  too  simple  ever  to  surprise 

The  iolly  Pacidell,  for  all  his  paine. 

One  day,  aa  he  fbrpassed  by  tue  plains 

With  wfSfy  pace,  ne  far  away  espide 

A  eoDple,  seeming  well  to  be  his  twsine, 

Whidtt  hoved  dose  under  a  forest  side. 

As  if  Ihey  lay  in  wait,  or  els  themselres  did  hide. 


Well  weened  hee  that  those  the  same  mote  bee ; 

And,  as  he  better  did  their  shape  aviso, 

Him  seemed  more  their  msner  did  sgree ; 

For  th'  one  was  armed  all  in  vrarlike  wise. 

Whom  to  be  Paridell  he  did  devise  ; 

And  th'  oihar,  al  ydad  in  garments  light 

Discolourd  like  to  womanish  disguise, 

He  did  resemble  to  Ins  lady  bright ; 

And  ever  his  fiunt  hart  much  earned  at  the  sight . 

xxn. 

And  ever  faine  he  towards  them  would  goe. 

But  yet  durst  not  for  dread  approchen  nie. 

But  stood  aloofe,  unweeting  what  to  doe ; 

Till  that  prickt  forth  with  loves  extremity. 

That  is  the  &ther  of  fowle  gealosy. 

He  closely  nearer  crept  the  truth  to  weet : 

But,  as  he  nigher  drew,  he  easily 

Might  Boeme  that  it  was  not  his  sweetest  sweet, 

Ne  yet  her  Belamour,  the  partner  of  his  sheet: 

xxin* 

But  it  was  scomefull  Braggadoohio, 
That  with  his  servant  Trompart  hoverd  there 
Sith  late  he  fled  from  his  too  earnest  foe  : 
Whom  such  whenas  Malbecco  spyed  clere, 
He  turned  backe,  and  would  have  fled  arere  ; 
Till  Trompart,  ronning  hastely,  him  did  stay 
And  bad  before  his  soveraine  lord  appeare : 
That  was  him  loth,  yet  durst  he  not  gainesay. 
And  comming  him  before  low  looted  on  the  lay. 

XXIV 

The  boaster  at  him  stemely  bent  his  browe. 

As  if  he  could  have  kild  bun  with  his  looke. 

That  to  the  ground  him  meekly  made  to  bowe 

And  awfull  terror  deepe  into  him  strooke. 

That  every  member  ot  his  body  quooke. 

Ssid  he,  "  Thou  man  of  nought !  what  doest  thou  here 

Unfitly  frimisht  with  thy  bag  and  books, 

Where  I  expected  one  with  shield  and  spere 

To  prove  some  deedes  of  annes  upon  an  equall  pere? " 

XXV. 

The  wretched  man  at  his  imperious  speach 

Was  all  abasht,  and  low  prostriting  said  ; 

"  Good  sir,  let  not  my  rudeness  be  no  breach 

Unto  your  patience,  ne  be  ill  ypaid  ; 

For  I  UQwares  this  way  by  fortune  straid, 

A  silly  pilgrim  driven  to  distresse, 

That  seeke  a  lady" — ^There  he  suddein  staid. 

And  did  the  rest  with  grievous  sighes  suppresse. 

While  teeres  stood  in  his  eies,few  drops  of  bittemesse. 

XXVI. 

«  What  Udy  ?"— "  Man,"  said  Trompart, "  take  good 
And  tell  thy  griefe,  if  any  hidden  lye  :  [hart. 

Was  never  better  time  to  shew  thy  smart 
Then  now  that  noble  succor  is  thee  by. 
That  is  the  whole  worlds  commune  remedy.*' 
That  chearful  word  his  weak  heart  much  did  cbeare 
And  with  vaine  hope  hia  spirits  faint  supply. 
That  bold  he  sayd,  "  O  most  roduubted  Pere, 
Vouchsafe  with  mild  regard  a  wretches  oace  lo  bearsw 
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zxnx. 

Tbflo  u^buig  ■ore, "  It  is  not  long,"  ande  hae, 
"  Sith  I  enioyd  the  gentlest  dame  alire  ; 
Of  whom  a  knifffat,  (no  knight  at  all  perdee, 
Bnt  ahame  of  all  that  doe  for  honor  stride,) 
By  treacheroua  deoeipt  did  me  deprire  ; 
Tnrongh  open  outrage  he  her  bore  away. 
And  with  towle  force  unto  hia  will  did  drire ; 
Which  al  good  knighta,  that  annee  do  bear  tlua  dtj. 
An  bownd  fior  to  leraoge  and  poniah  if  they  may. 

x&vxu* 

**  And  yoo,  moat  noble  lord,  that  can  and  dan 
Redresse  the  wrong  of  miserable  wight. 
Cannot  employ  your  most  rictorions  speare 
In  better  quarrell  then  defence  of  right. 
And  for  a  lady  gainst  a  fiuthlesse  Icmght : 
So  shall  your  glory  be  adraonced  much. 
And  all  nire  lariies  magnify  yonr  might. 
And  eke  mvselfe,  albee  I  simple  aucb. 
Your  worthy  peine  shall  wel  reward  with  guerdon 
rich." 


With  that,  oat  of  his  booget  forth  he  drew 
Orsat  store  of  treasure,  therewith  him  to  tempt ; 
But  he  on  it  lookt  scomefully  askew. 
As  much  disdeigning  to  be  so  misdempt. 
Or  a  war-monger  to  be  basely  nempt ; 
And  sayd  :  '*  Thy  o£fers  base  I  greatly  loth. 
And  eke  thy  woras  uncourteous  and  unkempt : 
I  tread  in  aust  thee  and  thy  money  both  ; 
That,  were  it  not  for  shame*'— So  turned  from  him 
wroth. 


But  Trompert,  that  his  maistres  humor  knew 

In  loffy  looks  to  hide  an  humble  minde. 

Was  inly  tickled  with  that  golden  yew, 

And  in  his  ears  him  rownded  close  behiode  < 

Yet  atoupt  he  not,  but  lay  still  in  the  winde, 

Waiting  adyauntage  on  the  pray  to  seaae  ; 

Till  Trompart,  lowly  to  the  grownd  inclinde, 

Besought  nim  his  great  oorage  to  appeaae. 

And  pardon  simple  man  that  rash  did  him  displease. 

XXZI. 

Big  looking  like  a  doughty  doucepere, 
At  last  he  thus  \  "  Thou  clod  of  yilest  clay, 
I  pardon  yield,  and  with  thy  rudunes  beare  , 
But  weete  henceforth,  that  all  that  golden  pray. 
And  all  that  els  the  Tuine  world  Taunten  may, 
I  loath  as  doung,  ue  deeme  my  dew  reward  : 
Fame  is  my  meed,  aud  glory  yertuous  pay : 
But  minds  of  mortall  men  are  muchell  mard 
And  moy'd  amisae  with  massy  mucks  unmeet  regard. 

XXXZI. 

"  And  more ;  I  graunt  to  thy  great  misery 
Grationa  respect ;  tliy  wife  shdl  backe  be  sent : 
And  that  yile  knight,  ivboerer  that  he  bee. 
Which  hath  thy  lady  refl  and  knighthood  ahent. 
By  Sanglamort  my  sword,  whose  deadly  dent 
The  bl(Md  hath  ot  so  many  thousands  shedd, 
I  swears  ere  long  shall  dearely  it  repent ; 
Ne  he  twixt  heyen  and  earth  ahall  hide  his  hedd. 
But  soone  he  shall  be  fownd,  and  abortly  doen  be 
dedd." 


TKb  foolish  mmi  dwreat  woxe  woodrons  blith. 
As  if  the  word  so  ^mken  were  hslfe  doone. 
And  hnmb'y  thanked  him  n  thoassnd  sith 
That  had  from  death  to  life  him  newly  wonne. 
Tho  forth  the  boaster  marching  br«Te  begonne 
His  stolen  steed  to  thunder  fnnonsly, 
Ae  if  he  hearen  and  hdl  wonld  oyer^rannep 
And  all  the  world  confound  with  cruelty  ; 
That  much  Bfalbeooo  ioyed  in  his  ioUity. 

XXX1T. 

Thus  long  they  three  together  tmreiled. 
Through  many  a  wood  and  many  an  uncouth  way, 
To  aeeke  his  wife  that  was  far  wandered  : 
But  those  two  sought  nouriit  but  the  present  prey 
To  weete,  the  treasure  which  he  did  Mwray, 
On  which  their  eiea  and  harts  were  wholly  sett. 
With  purpose  how  they  might  it  best  betoay ; 
For,  sith  ue  howre  that  first  he  did  tbem  lett 
The  same  behold,  therwith  their  keene  desires  wers 
whetL 

xxxy. 

It  fortuned,  as  they  toother  far'd. 

They  spide  where  Pandell  came  pricking  fiist 

Upon  the  plaine,  the  which  himselfe  prepared 

To  giust  with  that  braye  straunger  knight  a  cast. 

As  on  adventure  by  the  way  he  past : 

Alone  he  rode  without  his  paragone ; 

For,  haying  filcht  her  bells,  her  up  he  cast 

To  the  wide  world,  and  lett  her  fly  alone ; 

He  nouM  be  clogd :  so  had  be  served  many  one. 

xxxyi. 

The  gentle  lady,  loose  at  random  lef^e. 

The  ^reene-wood  long  did  walke,  and  wander  wide 

At  Wilde  adventure,  like  a  forlonie  wef^  ; 

Till  on  a  day  the  Satyres  her  espide 

Straying  alone  withouten  groome  or  guide  : 

Her  up  they  tooke,  and  with  them  home  her  ledd, 

With  them  as  housewife  ever  to  abide,  [bredd  ; 

To  milk  their  gotes,  and  make  them  cheese  and 

And  evezj  one  as  commune  good  her  handeled  : 

xxuvn. 

That  shortly  she  Malbecco  has  forgott. 
And  eke  Sir  Paridell  all  were  he  deare  ; 
Who  from  her  went  to  seeke  another  lott, 
And  now  by  fortune  was  arrived  here. 
Where  those  two  guilers  with  Malbecco  were. 
Soone  as  the  old  man  saw  Sir  Paridell, 
He  tinted,  and  was  almost  dead  with  feare, 
Ne  word  he  had  to  speake  hia  griefe  to  tell. 
But  to  him  louted  low,  and  greeted  goodly  well ; 

XXX  vin. 

And,  after,  asked  him  for  Hdlenore  : 

*'  I  take  no  keepe  of  her,"  sayd  Paridell, 

"  She  wonneth  m  ih»  forrest  there  before." 

So  forth  he  rode  as  his  adventure  fell ; 

The  whiles  the  boaster  from  his  loftie  sell 

Faynd  to  ahght,  something  amisse  to  mend ; 

But  the  fresh  swajrne  woi^  not  his  leasure  dwell. 

But  went  hb  way ;  whom  when  he  passed  kend. 

He  up  remounted  light,  and  after  hind  to  wend. 
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xxzxz. 


"  Petdj  ujv"  nid  Malbecco,  shall  je  not ; 
But  let  bim  passe  as  lightly  as  he  came : 
For  little  good  of  him  is  to  be  got. 
And  mic&  periU  to  bee  put  to  shame. 
But  let  us  goe  to  seeke  mj  dearest  dame. 
Whom  he  hath  left  in  yonder  forest  wyld . 
For  of  her  wa&Ay  in  great  doubt  I  ame. 
Least  salvage  beastes  her  person  have  despoyld  : 
Then  all  the  world  is  lost,  and  we  in  vaine  haye 
toyld  I" 

Thflj  all  agree,  and  forward  them  addrest : 

"  An !  but,"  said  crafty  Tiompart,  *<  weete  ye  well. 

That  yonder  in  that  wastefull  wildemesse 

Huge  monsters  haunt,  and  many  dangers  dwell  \ 

Dragons,  and  minotanres,  and  raendes  of  hell, 

And  many  wilde  woodmen  which  robbe  and  rend 

All  tnyeilers ;  therefore  advise  ye  well. 

Before  ye  enterprise  that  way  to  wend : 

One  may  his  ioumey  bring  too  soone  to  evill  end." 


xu. 


Malbeeeo  itopt  in  great  astonishment, 

And,  with  pale  eyes  fiist  fixed  on  the  rest. 

Their  oonnsell  cray'd  in  dannger  imminent. 

Said  Trumpart ;  "  You,  that  are  the  most  opprest 

With  burdein  df  great  treasure,  I  thinke  best 

Hers  for  to  stay  in  safetie  behynd : 

My  lord  and  1  will  search  the  wide  forest" 

Tlttt  coonsell  pleased  not  Malbeccoes  mynd  ; 

For  he  was  much  afiaid  himselfe  alone  to  fynd. 

xux. 

"Then  is  it  best,''  said  he,  "  that  je  doe  leave 
Your  treasure  here  in  some  security, 
E&her  fast  closed  in  some  hollow  greave, 
Or  buried  in  the  ground  from  ieopardy, 
Till  we  retume  agaioe  in  safety  : 
As  ibrns  two,  least  doubt  of  us  ye  have, 
Henee  &rrB  away  we  will  blynd&Ided  ly, 
Ne  privy  bee  unto  your  treasures  grave." 
It  pUeaed ;  so  be  did :   Then  they  march  forward 
brave, 

XLin. 

Kow  when  amid  the  thickest  woodes  they]  were, 
Fhey  heard  a  noyse  of  many  bagpipes  shrill, 
Adii  shrieking  hububs  them  approchine  nere, 
Which  all  the  forest  did  with  horrour  fiU  : 
That  dreadful!  aound  the  hosiers  hart  did  thrill 
With  such  amaxement,  that  in  hast  he  fledd, 
Ne  ever  looked  back  for  good  or  ill ; 
And  after  him  eke  fearfuU  Trompart  spedd  : 
The  old  man  ooold  not  fly,  but  fell  to  ground  half 
dedd: 

ZLTV. 

Yet  afterwaidee  elose  creeping  as  he  mifht. 

He  in  a  bush  did  hyde  his  fearefull  bedd. 

Iha  ioUy  saipes  full  of  fresh  delight 

Came  daancmg  forth,  and  with  them  nimbly  ledd 

Faire  Helanore  with  girlonds  all  bespredd, 

Viham  their  Mar*tedy  they  had  newly  made : 

She,  proode  of  that  new  honour  which  they  redd, 

Ana  ef  tfaetr  lovelT  fellowship  full  glade, 

Damui  Irrely,  ana  her  fiace  did  with  a  lawrell  shade. 


XLV. 

The  silly  man  that  in  the  thickett  lay 

Saw  all  this  goodly  sport,  and  grieved  sore ; 

Yet  durst  he  not  against  it  doe  or  say. 

But  did  his  hart  with  bitter  thoughts  engore. 

To  see  th'  unkindnes  of  his  Hellenore. 

All  day  they  daonoed  with  great  lustyhedd, 

And  with  their  homed  feet  the  greene  gras  wore  ; 

The  whiles  their  gotes  upon  the  bronzes  fedd, 

Till  drouping  Phoebus  gan  to  hyde  his  golden  hedd 

XLVT. 

Tho  up  the^  gan  their  mery  pypes  to  trusse, 
And  all  their  gpoodly  heardes  (ud  gather  rownd  ; 
But  every  aatyxe  first  did  give  a  busse 
To  Hellenore ;  so  busses  did  abound. 
Now  gan  the  humid  vapour  shed  the  grownd 
With  perly  deaw,  and  tn*  earthes  gloomy  shade 
Did  dun  tne  brightnesse  of  the  welkin  rownd. 
That  every  bird  and  beast  awamed  made 
To  shrowd  themselves,  while  sleep  their  senses  did 
invade. 

ZLvn. 

Which  when  Malbeoco  saw,  out  of  the  btish 

Upon  his  handes  and  feete  he  crept  full  light, 

And  like  a  gote  emongat  the  gotes  did  rush ; 

That  through  the  helpe  of  his  fairs  homes  on  bight, 

And  misty  damps  of  misconceyving  nieht, 

And  eke  through  likenesse  of  nis  gotish  beard. 

He  did  the  better  counterfeite  aright : 

So  home  he  marcht  amongst  the  homed  heard, 

That  none  of  all  the  satyres  him  espyde  or  heard. 

XLvm. 

At  night,  when  all  they  went  to  sleepe,  he  vewd. 
Whereas  his  lovely  wife  emongst  them  lay. 
Embraced  of  a  satyre  rough  and  mde. 
Who  all  the  nieht  did  mind  his  ioyous  play  : 
Nine  timra  he  heard  him  come  aloft  ere  day. 
That  all  his  hart  with  gealosy  did  swell ; 
But  yet  that  nights  ensample  did  bewrav 
That  not  for  nought  his  wife  them  loved  so  well, 
When  one  so  oft  a  night  did  ring  his  matins  belL 

zux. 

So  closely  as  he  could  he  to  them  crept, 
When  wearie  of  their  sport  to  sleepe  they  fell. 
And  to  his  wife,  that  now  full  soundly  slept. 
He  whispered  in  her  eare  and  did  her  tell. 
That  it  was  he  which  by  her  side  did  dwell ; 
And  therefore  prayd  her  wake  to  heare  him  plainer 
As  one  out  of  a  dreeme  not  waked  well 
She  tumd  her,  and  returned  backe  agalne  : 
Yet  her  for  to  awake  he  did  the  more  constrnine. 


At  last  with  iikesom  trouble  she  abrayd  ; 

And  then  perceiving,  that  it  was  indeed 

Her  old  Malbeeeo,  which  did  her  upbrayd 

With  loosenesse  of  her  love  snd  loathly  deed. 

She  was  astonisht  with  exceeding  dreed. 

And  would  have  wakt  the  satyre  by  her  syde  ; 

But  he  her  prayd,  for  mercy  or  for  meed. 

To  save  his  life,  ne  let  him  be  descryde. 

But  hearken  to  his  lore,  and  all  his  counsell  hyde. 


I 


LI. 


Tho  nn  ha  her  perswade  to  leaTe  that  lawd 
And  Toathaom  lira,  of  God  and  man  abbord. 
And  b<»ne  returne,  where  all  should  be  rerjewd 
With  perfect  peace  and  bandes  of  fresh  accord 
And  sne  receird  againe  to  bed  and  bord. 
As  if  no  trespas  ever  had  beene  donne : 
But  she  it  all  refoaed  at  one  word. 
And  hj  no  meanea  would  to  his  will  be  wonne, 
But  chose  emongst  the  ioUy  satyres  atill  to  wonner 

ui. 

He  wooed  her  till  day-spring  he  espyde ; 

But  all  in  vaine :  ana  then  tumd  to  the  heard. 

Who  butted  him  with  homes  on  eyerv  syde. 

And  trode  downe  in  the  durt,  where  his  hore  beard 

Was  fowly  dight,  and  he  of  death  afeard. 

Early,  berore  the  hearens  fairest  light 

Out  of  the  ruddy  East  was  fiilly  reard, 

The  heardes  out  of  their  foldes  were  loosed  quight. 

And  he  emongst  the  rest  crept  forth  in  soiy  plight 

un. 

80  loone  as  he  the  prison-dore  did  pas. 

He  nn  as  ftst  as  both  his  feet  coula  bc«re. 

And  never  looked  who  behind  him  was, 

Ke  scarsely  who  before :  like  as  a  beare, 

That  craepmg  close  amongst  the  hives  to  reare 

An  hony-combe,  the  wakefuU  dogs  espy, 

And  him  assaylin^  sore  his  carkas  teare. 

That  hardly  lie  with  life  away  does  fly, 

Ne  atayes,  till  safe  himselfe  ne  see  ftom  ieopardy. 

uv. 

^fe  Btayd  he,  till  he  came  unto  the  place 
Where  late  his  treasure  he  entombed  had ; 
Where  when  he  found  it  not,  (for  Trompart  bace 
Had  it  purloyned  for  his  maister  bad,) 
With  extreme  fury  he  became  quite  mad, 
And  ran  away ;  ran  with  himselfe  away  : 
That  who  so  straungely  had  him  seene  bestadd, 
With  upstart  haire  and  staring  eyes  dismay. 
From  Limbo  lake  him  late  escaped  sure  would  say. 

LV. 

High  over  billes  and  over  dales  he  fledd. 

As  if  the  wind  him  on  his  winges  had  borne ; 

Ne  banck  nor  bush  could  stay  him,  when  he  spedd 

His  nimble  feet,  as  treading  still  on  thome : 

Griefe,  and  Despight,  and  Gealosy,  and  Scome, 

Did  all  the  way  him  follow  hard  behynd ; 

And  be  himselfe  himselfe  loath'd  so  forlome, 

So  shamefully  forlome  of  womankynd  : 

That,  as  a  snake,  still  lurked  in  his  wounded  mynd. 


LTl. 

Still  fled  he  forward,  looking  backward  still ; 

Ne  stayd  his  flight  nor  fearefull  agony 

Till  that  he  came  unto  a  rocky  hiU 

Over  the  sea  suspended  dreailfuUy, 

That  living  creature  it  would  terrify 

To  looke  adowne,  or  upward  to  the  higfat : 

From  thence  be  threw  himselfe  dispiteoualy. 

All  desperate  of  his  fore-damned  spri^ht. 

That  seemd  no  help  for  him  was  left  in  living  sighL 

Lvn. 

But,  through    long   anguish   and    selfe-murd'ring 
He  was  so  wasted  and  forpined  quif  ht,      [thought, 
That  all  hb  substance  whs  coosum'df  to  nought. 
And  nothing  left  but  like  an  aery  spright ; 
lliat  on  the  rockes  he  fell  so  flit  and  light. 
That  he  thereby  receiv'd  no  hurt  at  all ; 
But  channced  on  a  cngzy  cUff  to  light ; 
Whence  he  with  crooked  dawes  so  long  did  crall. 
That  at  the  last  he  found  a  cava  with  entrance  amail. 


Lvin. 

Into  the  same  he  creepes,  and  thenceforth  there 

Resolved  to  build  his  baleful!  mansion 

In  drery  darkenes  and  continuall  feare 

Of  that  rocks  fiiU,  which  ever  and  anon 

Threates  with  huge  mine  him  to  ftll  upon. 

That  he  dare  never  aleepe,  but  that  one  eye 

Still  ope  he  keepes  for  mat  occasion  ; 

Ne  ever  rests  he  in  tranquillity. 

The  roring  billowes  beat  his  bowre  ao  boyatxoosly 


LXX. 

Ne  ever  is  he  wont  on  ought  to  feed 
But  todes  and  frogs,  his  pasture  poysonous. 
Which  in  his  cold  complexion  doe  breed 
A  filthy  blood,  or  humour  rancorous. 
Matter  of  doubt  and  dread  suspitious. 
That  doth  with  curelesse  care  consume  the  hart. 
Corrupts  the  stomacke  with  gall  vitious. 
Cross-cuts  the  liver  with  intemall  smart. 
And  doth  tnmsfixe  the  soule  with  dea^ea  etemaU 
daxt. 

LX. 

Yet  can  he  never  dye,  but  dying  Uvea, 
And  doth  himselfe  with  sorrow  new  sustaine. 
That  death  and  life  attonce  unto  him  gives. 
And  painefull  pleasure  tumes  to  pleasing  paine. 
There  dwels  he  ever,  minerable  swaine. 
Hateful!  both  to  himselfe  and  every  wight ; 
Where  he,  through  privy  griefe  and  horrour  vain<« 
Is  woxen  so  deform  d,  tnat  he  has  qtiigbt 
Forgot  he  was  a  man,  and  Gelosy  u  bight. 


BnoK  ITT.) 


TH£  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


177 


CANTO  XI. 


Britomart  chaoetb  OUyphant  *, 
Fiades  Scudamoui  distrest : 

Assnyes  tlie  bouse  of  Busyrane, 
Where  love*  spoylee  are  expmsr. 


0  iiA'im;\  Ikelliah  enake!  what  furie  furat 
Brought  thee  from  balefull  hoase  of  i'roserpine. 
Where  in  her  bosome  she  thee  long  bad  nurst. 
And  ibstred  op  with  bitter  milke  ot  tine ; 
Fowle  gealoey !  tJjat  tumest  lore  divine 
To  ioylesse  dread,  and  mak*st  the  loving  bart 
With  hetefnll  thoughts  to  languish  and  to  piopt 
And  feed  itselfe  with  selfe-eonsuming  smart. 
Of  all  the  passions  in  the  mind  thou  vilest  art ! 


n. 

0  let  him  far  he  banished  away. 

And  in  bis  stead  let  love  for  ever  dwell ! 

SH'eete  love,  that  doth  his  golden  wings  embay 

in  bleseed  nectar  and  pure  pleasures  well, 

Untroabled  of  vile  feare  or  bitter  fell. 

And  ve,  fatxe  ladies,  that  your  kingdomes  make 

Iq  tb  luirts  of  men,  them  goveme  wisely  well. 

And  of  (aire  Britomart  ensample  take. 

That  was  as  trew  in  love  as  turtle  to  her  make 


Who  with  Sir  Setrraue.  as  earst  ye  red. 
Forth  ryding  from  Malheccoes  hostlesse  hous. 
Tar  off  aspyde  a  young  man,  the  which  fled 
From  an  huge  geaunt,  that  with  hideous 
And  hateful  outrage  long  him  chaced  thus; 
It  was  that  Oll^hant,  the  brother  deare 
Of  that  Argante  vile  and  vitious. 
From  whom  the  Squyre  of  DamM  was  raft  whylere ; 
Thaa  aD  aa  bad  as  ahe,  and  worse,  if  worse  ought 
wer«. 

IV. 

For  as  the  sister  did  in  feminine 

And  filthy  luxt  exceede  all  womankinde ; 

^  be  surpassed  his  sex  masculine. 

In  beastly  use,  all  that  1  ever  finde: 

Whom  when  aa  Britomart  beheld  behinde 

The  fearefall  boy  so  greedily  poursew, 

She  was  emmoved  in  her  noble  minde 

T*  emplov  her  puissaunoe  to  his  reskew. 

And  pricsed  fiercely  forward  where  she  did  him  vew. 

r. 

N#  was  Sir  Setynme  her  far  behinde 
But  wiib  like  6eroenes«e  did  ensew  the  chace : 
Wbon  when  the  gyaunt  saw,  be  soone  reainde 
His  fisrmer  suit,  and  from  them  fled  apace : 
Tb«r  after  both,  and  boldlv  bad  him  bace. 
Ao<l  each  did  strive  the  other  to  outgoe ; 
But  be  then  both  outran  a  wondrous  space. 
For  ha  was  long  and  swift  as  any  roe. 
ad  aam  saada  better  speed  t'escape  his  feared  foe. 


It  was  not  Satyrane,  whom  he  did  feare. 

But  Britomart  the  flowre  of  chastity ; 

For  be  the  powre  of  chaste  hands  might  not  beare. 

But  alwayes  did  their  dread  encounter  fly 

And  now  so  fast  his  feet  he  did  apply, 

That  he  has  gotten  to  a  forrest  neare. 

Where  he  is  shrowded  in  security. 

I'be  wood  they  enter,  and  search  everie  where ; 

They  searcheJ  diversely ;  so  both  divided  were. 

rn. 

Fayre  Britomart  so  long  him  followed. 
That  she  at  last  came  to  a  fountaine  sheare. 
By  which  there  lay  a  knight  all  wallowed 
Upon  the  grassy  ground,  and  by  him  neare 
His  haberieon,  bis  belmet,  and  his  speare  : 
A  little  off,  his  shield  was  rudely  throwne. 
On  which  the  winged  boy  in  colours  clears 
Depeincted  was,  full  eosie  to  be  knowne. 
And  be  thereby,  wherever  it  in  field  wa6  showne. 

yixr» 

His  face  upon  the  grownd  did  groveling  ly, 
As  if  he  had  beeue  slombring  in  the  shade ; 
That  the  brave  mayd  would  not  for  courtesy 
Out  of  his  quiet  slomber  him  abrade. 
Nor  seeme  too  suddeinly  him  to  invade : 
Still  as  she  stood,  she  heard  with  grievous  throb 
Him  grone,  aa  if  his  hart  were  peeces  made. 
And  with  most  painefuU  pangs  to  si^h  and  sob. 
That  pitty  did  tne  virgins  hart  of  patience  rob. 

At  last  forth  breaking  into  bitter  plsintes 
He  sayd  ;  *^  O  soverayne  Lord  that  sit'st  on  bye 
And  raignst  in  bUs  amongst  thy  blessed  saintes. 
How  suffiest  thou  such  sbamenill  cruelty 
So  long  unwreaked  of  thine  enimy ! 
Or  hast  thou.  Lord,  of  good  mens  cause  no  heed  1 
Or  doth  thy  iustice  sleepe  and  silent  ly  1 
What  booteth  then  the  good  and  righteous  deed, 
Ifgoodnesse  find  no  grace,  nor  righteousnesse  no 
meed! 

z. 

"  If  good  find  grace,  end  righteousnes  reward. 
Why  then  is  Amoret  in  caytive  band, 
Sith  that  more  bounteous  creature  never  far*d 
On  foot  upon  the  face  of  Uring  land ! 
Or  if  that  hevenly  iustice  may  withstand 
The  wrongfuU  outrage  of  unrijE^hteous  men, 
Why  then  is  Busirane  with  wicked  hand 
Suffred,  these  seven  monethea  day,  in  sf^cret  den 
My  lady  and  my  love  so  cruelly  to  pen ! 


ITS 
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**  My  ladlv  and  mj  lore  is  cruelly  pend 

In  dolefuU  dirkenea  (rom  the  vew  of  day, 

Wbileat  deadly  tormeats  doe  ber  chast  brest  rend, 

And  the  aharpe  ateele  doih  rive  her  hart  iu  tway. 

All  for  ahe  Scudamore  will  not  denay. 

Yet  thon,  vile  man,  rile  Scudamore.  art  aoand, 

Ne  canst  her  ayde,  ne  canat  ber  foe  dismay  ; 

Unworthy  wretch  to  tread  upon  the  ground. 

For  whom  ao  fidre  a  lady  fe^ea  ao  aore  a  wound." 


xn. 


Tliere  an  hugeheape  of  aingulfea  did  oppreaae 
Hia  Btru^ling  soule,  and  swelling  throba  empeach 
Hia  foltnng  toung  with  p«nga  of  drerinease, 
Choking  the  remnant  of  his  plaintife  speach, 
As  if  his  dayes  were  come  to  their  last  reach. 
Which  when  ahe  heard,  and  saw  the  ghastly  fit 
Threatning  into  hia  hfe  to  make  a  breach. 
Both  with  great  ruth  and  terrour  she  waa  smit, 
Fearing  least  from  her  cage  the  wearie  aoule  would 
flit. 


mo, 

Tho,  stoupin^  downe,  she  him  amoved  light ; 
Who,  therewith  aomewhat  starting,  up  gan  looke, 
And  seeing  him  behind  a  stranger  knight. 
Whereas  no  living  creature  be  mistooke, 
With  great  indi^naunce  he  that  ai^ht  forsooke, 
And,  downe  agame  himselfe  disdainefally 
Abiecting,  th'  earth  with  his  faire  forhead  strooke : 
Which  the  bold  virgin  seeing,  gan  apply 
Fit  medcine  to  hia  griefe,  and  spake  thus  conrtesly ; 

zxv. 

*'  Ah !  gentle  knight,  whose  deepe<«onoeived  griefe 
Well  seemes  t'  exoeede  the  powre  of  patience. 
Yet,  if  that  hevenly  grace  aome  good  reliefe 
You  send,  submit  you  to  High  Providanoe ; 
And  ever,  in  your  noble  hart,  pepenae, 
That  all  die  aorrow  in  the  world  la  lease 
Then  vertues  might  and  valuea  confidence : 
For  who  nill  bide  the  burden  of  diatxeaae. 
Must  not  here  thinka  to  live;  for  life  ia  wretched- 
nease. 

XT. 

"  Therefore^,  ftire  air,  doe  comfort  to  you  take, 

And  freely  read  what  wicked  felon  ao 

Hath  oatx^d  you,  and  thrald  your  gentle  make. 

Perhapa  thia  hand  may  help  to  ease  your  woe. 

And  wreake  jour  sorrow  on  your  cruell  foe ; 

At  least  it  fiure  endevour  will  apply." 

Those  feehng  words  so  near  the  quicke  did  goe, 

That  up  his  bead  he  reared  eaaily ; 

And,  leaning  on  hia  elbowe,  these  &w  words  lett  fly : 


XVI. 

"  What  boots  it  plaine  that  cannot  be  redrest. 

And  sow  vaine  sorrow  in  a  fruitlesse  eare ', 

Sith  powre  of  hand,  nor  skill  of  learned  breat, 

Ne  worldly  price,  cannot  redeeme  my  deare 

Out  of  her  thraldome  and  oontinuall  feare ! 

For  he,  the  tyrant,  which  her  hath  in  ward 

By  strong  enchauntments  and  blacke  magickeleare. 

Hath  in  a  dungeon  deepe  her  close  emlMurd, 

And  many  dreadfull  feenda  hath  pointed  to  her  gard. 


xvix. 

"  There  he  tormenteth  her  moat  terribly. 

And  day  and  niffht  afflicts  with  mortall  pame. 

Because  to  yield  him  love  ahe  doth  deny. 

Once  to  me  yold,  not  to  be  yolde  againe : 

But  yet  by  torture  he  would  her  oonstnune 

Love  to  conceive  in  her  disdainfull  breat : 

Till  ao  ahe  doe,  she  must  in  doole  remaine, 

Ne  may  by  living  meanes  be  thence  relest : 

What  boots  it  then  to  plaine  that  cannot  be  xediest  V 

xtm. 

With  this  ssd  hersall  of  his  hmry  stresse 

The  wsrlike  damiell  waa  empassiond  sore. 

And  sayd ;  "  Sir  knight,  your  cause  ia  nothing  leaaa 

Then  ia  your  sorrow  cartes,  if  not  mora: 

For  nothing  so  much  pitty  doth  implore 

As  gentle  ladyea  hdplesse  misery : 

But  yet,  if  please  ye  listen  to  my  loiv, 

I  wiU,  with  proofe  of  last  extremity. 

Deliver  her  fro  thence,  or  wii&  her  for  yoa  dy." 


"  Ah !  gentlest  knight  alive,"  sayd  Scudamore, 
"  What  huge  heroieke  magnanimity  [more. 

Dwells  in  thy  bounteoua  brest?  what  oonldst  thou 
If  shee  were  thine,  snd  thou  as  now  am  I? 
O  spare  thy  happy  daiea,  and  them  apply 
To  better  boot ;  but  let  me  die  that  ought : 
More  is  more  losse ;  one  is  enough  to  dy  !'* 
"  Life  is  not  lost,"  aaid  ahe,  •<  for  which  isbonfrbt 
Endleeae  renowm;  that,  mora  then  death,  is  to  be 
•ought" 


Thus  she  at  length  permaded  him  to  rise. 

And  with  her  wend  to  aee  what  new  suocesse 

Mote  him  belall  upon  new  enterprise ; 

His  armes,  which  he  had  vowed  to  disprofesse. 

She  gathered  up  and  did  about  him  drease. 

And  hia  forwandred  steed  unto  him  gott : 

So  forth  they  both  yfete  make  their  progr^sae. 

And  inarch,  not  paat  the  mountenaunce  of  a  sbo*t. 

Till  they  arriv'd  wheieaa  their  porpose  they  did  plott . 


There  they  dismounting  drew  their  weapons  bold. 
And  stoutly  came  unto  the  eastle  gate. 
Whereas  no  gate  they  found  them  to  withhold. 
Nor  ward  to  waite  at  mwne  and  evening  late ; 
But  in  the  porch  that  did  them  aore  anate, 
A  flaming  fire  ymixt  with  smouldry  smoke 
And  stinking  sulphure,  that  with  griealy  hate 
And  dreadfull  horror  did  all  entrmunoe  choke, 
Eiilbrced  them  their  forward  footing  to  revoke. 


Greatly  thereat  waa  Britomart  dismayd, 
Ne  in  that  atownd  wist  how  hexaelfi»  to  1 
For  dannger  vaine  it  were  to  have  assayd 
Tliat  cruell  element,  which  all  tfainga  Imto, 
Ne  none  can  suiFer  to  approeohen neaie : 
And,  turning  backe  to  Soudamour,  thua  aayd ; 
"  What  monstrous  enmity  provoke  we  here  ? 
Foolhardy  as  th'  eerthes  children,  the  which 
Btittiull  against  the  gods,  so  weegod  isvadeb 
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'*  Danngor  witbout  diseretion  to  attempt, 
Inglorioiu,  beast-Uke.  is :  therefore.  Sir  Knight, 
Aread  what  eoune  of  you  is  aafeat  dempt, 
And  how  we  with  oar  foe  may-  come  to  fi^ht.*' 
"  This  is,"  quoth  he,  *'  the  dolorous  despight, 
Whidi  earst  to  you  I  playnd :  for  neither  may 
This  fire  be  qnencht  by  any  witt  or  might, 
Ne  yet  by  any  meaoes  lemor'd  awa^r ; 
So  nighty  be'  th'enchauntments  which  the  same  do 
stay. 


"  What  is  there  ells  but  oease  these  frnitlesse  paines. 

And  leare  me  to  my  former  languishing ! 

Faire  Amorett  must  dwell  in  wicked  ehainee, 

And  Scudsmoie  here  die  with  sorrowing !" 

"  Perdy  not  so/'  saide  ahee;  *'  for  shameftil  thing 

Yt  were  t*  abandon  noble  chevisaunee. 

For  shews  of  perill,  without  renturing : 

Rather,  let  try  extremities  of  ehaunce 

Then  enterpnsed  praise  for  dread  to  disafaaaee." 


Therawith,  reaolT'd  to  proreher  utmost  might, 
Her  ample  shield  she  threw  before  her  faoe, 
And  her  swords  point  directing  forward  right 
Assayld  the  flame  ;  the  which  eftesoones  gare  place, 
And  did  itselfe  diride  with  equall  space. 
That  through  she  passed ;  ss  a  thonder-bolt 
Peroeth  the  yielding  a3rre,  and  doth  displace 
The- soring  clouds  into  sad  ahowres  ymolt ; 
So  to  her  yold  the  flames,  and  did  their  foroe  lerolt 

XXTI. 

Whom  whenas  Scudamour  saw  past  the  fire 

Safe  and  untoucht,  he  likewise  san  assay 

With  greedy  will  and  envious  aesire, 

And  bade  tne  stubbome  flames  to  yield  him  way : 

But  cruell  Mulciber  would  not  obay 

Ilia  threatfuD  pride,  but  did  the  more  augment 

His  mighty  rage,  and  with  imperious  sway 

Him  forst,  manlgre  his  fercenes,  to  relent. 

And  backe  retire  all  soreht  and  pitifully  brent 

XXTfX. 

With  huge  impatience  he  inly  swelt. 
More  for  great  sorrow  that  he  could  not  pas 
Then  for  the  burning  torment  which  he  felt ; 
That  with  foil  woodnes  he  eifiereed  was. 
And  wUfolly  him  throwing  on  the  gras 
Did  beat  and  bounse  his  head  and  brest  foil  sore : 
The  whiles  the  ehampionessenow  entred  hsa 
The  utmost  rowme,  and  past  the  foremost  dote ; 
The  utmost  rowme  abounding  with  all  precious  store : 

zxTin. 

For,  round  about  the  walls  ydotbed  were 
Widi  goodlT  arras  of  gnat  maiesty, 
Woren  witn  golde  and  silke  so  close  and  nere 
That  the  rich  metall  lurked  pririly. 
As  fiuning  to  be  hidd  from  enrious  eye ; 
Yet  h«re,  and  there,  and  erery  where,  unwares, 
It  ahewd  ttselfo  and  shone  unwillinirly ; 
Like  to'  a  discolourd  snake,  whosemdden  snares 
Throngh  the  greene  gras  his  long  bright  buninht 
biMsk  decuarss. 


XXIX. 

And  in  those  tapets  wersn  fashioned 

Many  foire  pourtraicts,  and  many  a  foire  feate : 

And  all  of  Iotc,  and  al  of  lusty-hed, 

As  seemed  by  their  aemblaunt,  did  entreat : 

And  eke  all  Cupids  warres  they  did  repeats, 

And  cruell  battailes,  which  he  whilome  fought 

Grsinst  sll  the  gods  to  make  his  empire  greet ; 

Besides  the  huge  msssicres,  which  he  wrought 

On  mighty  kings  and  kesars  into  thraldome  brought, 

XXX. 

Thorein  was  writ  how  often  thondriuflr  love 
Had  felt  the  point  of  his  hart-percing  dart. 
And,  leering  heaTens  kingdoms,  here  did  rore 
In  straunge  disguise,  to  shike  his  scslding  smsrt ; 
Now,  like  a  ram,  foire  Helle  to  perrart. 
Now,  like  a  bull,  Europe  to  withdraw  : 
Ah,  how  the  foarefoll  ladies  tender  hart 
Did  lirely  seeme  to  tremble,  when  she  saw 
The  huge  seas  under  her  t*  obay  her  lerTaunts  law  \ 

xxxr. 

Soone  after  that,  into  a  solden  showre 
Himselfe  he  ohaung'd,  nire  Danae  to  yew; 
And  through  the  roofe  of  her  strong  brasen  towre 
Did  raine  mto  her  lap  an  bony  dew  ; 
The  whiles  her  foolish  garde,  that  little  knew 
Of  such  deceipt,  kept  th'  yron  dore  fost  bard, 
And  watcht  that  none  ahould  enter  nor  issew ; 
Vaine  was  the  watch,  and  bootlesse  all  the  waot!, 
Wheaias  the  god  to  golden  hew  himselfe  transfard. 

xxxn. 

Then  was  he  tnmd  into  a  snowy  swan. 

To  win  foire  Leda  to  his  lorely  trade : 

O  wondrous  skill,  and  sweet  wit  of  the  man, 

That  her  in  daffadillies  sleepiD^  made 

From  scorching  heat  her  damtie  limbes  to  shade! 

Whiles  the  proud  bird,  ruffing  his  fethers  wyde 

And  brushing  his  foire  brest,  did  her  invade, 

She  slept ;  yet  twixt  her  eielids  closely  spyde 

How  towards  her  he  rusht,  and  smilea  at  his  pryde. 

xxxin. 

Then  shewd  it  how  the  Thebane  Semelee, 
Deceird  of  geslous  luno,  did  require 
To  see  him  m  his  soyerayne  maiestee 
Armd  with  his  thunderbolts  and  lightning  fire, 
Whens  dearely  she  with  desth  bought  her  desire. 
But  fair  Alcmena  better  match  did  make, 
loying  his  love  in  likenes  more  entire : 
Three  nifhts  in  one  they  ssy  that  for  her  sake 
He  then  did  put,  her  pleasures  longer  to  partake. 

xxxiy. 

Twice  was  he  scene  in  soaring  eagles  shape. 
And  with  wide  winges  to  beat  the  buxome  ayre : 
Once,  when  he  with  Asterie  did  scape ; 
Againe,  whenas  the  Trojane  boy  so  fajrre 
.  He  snatcht  from  Ida  hill,  and  with  htm  bare : 
;  Wondrous  delight  it  was  there  to  behould 
How  the  rude  sliepheards  after  him  did  stare. 
Trembling  through  feare  least  dowii  he  follen  should 
And  often  to  him  calling  to  take  surer  hould. 
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In  sabres  shape  Antiopa  he  snatchi ; 

And  like  a  fire,  when  be  Aegin'  assayd : 

A  ahepeheard,  when  Mnemosyne  he  catcht ; 

And  hke  a  serpent  to  the  Thxacian  mayd.      [playd, 

Whyles  thus  on  earth  great  love  these  pageaunts 

The  winged  boy  did  thrust  into  his  throne, 

And,  scoffing,  tnus  unto  his  mother  sayd ; 

"  Lo !  now  the  hevens  obey  to  me  alone. 

And  take  me  for  their  love,  whiles  love  to  earth  is 


gone. 


xxxvt. 


And  thou,  faire  Phcebus,  in  thy  colours  bright 
Wast  there  enwoven,  aud  the  sad  distresse 
[n  which  that  boy  thee  plonged,  for  despight 
That  thou  bewrav*dst  his  mothers  wantonnesse, 
When  she  with  Mara  was  meynt  in  joyfulnesse  : 
Forthy  he  thrild  thee  with  a  leaden  dart 
To  love  fair  Daphne>  which  thee  loved  lease ; 
Lesse  she  thee  lov'd  than  was  thy  iust  desart, 
Yet  was  thy  love  her  death,  ana  her  death  was  thy 
smart. 

xxzvn. 

So  lovedst  thou  the  lusty  Hyacinct  j 
So  lovedst  thou  the  faire  Coronis  deare  : 
Yet  both  are  of  thy  haplesse  hand  extinct ; 
Yet  both  in  flowres  doe  live  and  love  thee  beare. 
The  one  a  paunce,  the  other  a  swtsete-breare  : 
For  griefe  whereof,  ye  mote  have  lively  aeene 
The  god  himselfe  rending  his  golden  heare. 
And  breaking  quite  his  garlond  ever  greene. 
With  other  signea  of  sorrow  and  impatient  teene. 

xxzvm. 

Both  for  those  two,  and  for  his  owne  deare  sonne. 

The  Sonne  of  Climene,  he  did  repent ; 

Who,  bold  to  guide  the  charet  of  the  sunne, 

Himselfe  in  thousand  peeces  fondly  rent. 

And  all  the  world  with  flashing  fier  brent ; 

So  like,  that  all  the  walles  did  seeme  to  flame. 

Yet  cruell  Cupid,  not  herewith  content, 

Forst  him  eftaoones  to  follow  other  game, 

And  love  a  shepheards  daughter  for  his  dearest  dsme. 

He  loved  Isse  for  his  dearest  dame. 
And  for  her  sake  her  cattell  fedd  awhUe, 
And  for  her  sake  a  cowheard  vile  became  : 
The  servant  of  Admetus,  cowheard  vile. 
Whiles  that  from  heaven  he  suflTered  esdle. 
Long  were  to  tell  each  other  lovely  fitt ; 
Now,  like  a  lyon  hunting  after  spoile  ; 
Now,  like  a  liag ;  now,  Uke  a  faulcon  flit : 
All  which  in  that  faire  anas  was  most  lively  writ 

XL. 

Next  unto  him  was  Neptune  pictured. 
In  his  divine  resemblaiice  wondrous  lyke  : 
His  face  was  rugged,  and  his  hoarie  bed 
Dropped  with  brackish  deaw :  his  threeforkt  pyke 
He  steamly  shooke,  and  therwith  fierce  did  stryke 
The  raging  billowf  s  that  on  every  syde 
They  trembling  stood,  and  made  a  long  broad  dyke, 
That  his  swift  charet  miffht  have  passage  wyde, 
Which  foure  great  bippodames  did  draw  in  teme^wise 
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xu. 

His  seahorses  did  seeme  to  snort  amayne. 

And  from  their  nosethrilles  blow  the  brjmie  stxeame 

That  made  the  sparkling  waves  to  smoke  agayiie 

And  flame  with  gold  ;  but  the  white  fomy  creame 

Did  shine  with  silver,  and  shoot  forth  bis  beame : 

The  ffod  himselfe  did  pensive  seeme  and  sad. 

And  nong  adowne  his  head  as  he  did  dreame ; 

For  privy  love  his  brest  empieroed  had, 

Ne  ought  but  deaze  Bisaltia  ay  oonld  make  him  glad. 

xui. 

He  loved  eke  Iphimedia  deare. 

And  Aeolus  fairo  deughter,  Arne  bight. 

For  whom  he  turned  himselfe  into  a  steare. 

And  fedd  on  fodder  to  beguile  her  sight. 

Also,  to  win  Deucalions  daughter  bright. 

He  turned  himselfe  into  a  dolphin  fayre ; 

And,  like  a  winged  horse,  he  tooke  his  flight 

To  snaky-locke  Medusa  to  repayre, 

On  whom  he  got  fairs  Pegasus  that  flitteth  in  the  ayre. 

sun* 

Next  Satume  was,  (but  who  would  ever  weene 

That  auUein  Satume  ever  weend  to  love  t 

Yet  love  is  sullein,  and  Satiimlike  seene. 

As  he  did  for  Erigone  it  prove,) 

That  to  a  centaure  did  himselfe  transmove. 

So  proov'd  it  eke  that  gratious  god  of  wine. 

When,  for  to  compasse  Philliras  hard  love. 

He  turnd  himselfe  into  a  fruitful!  vine. 

And  into  her  faire  bosome  made  his  grapes  decline 

XUT. 

Long  were  to  tell  the  amorous  assayes, 
And  gentle  pangues,  with  which  he  maked  meeke 
The  mightie  Mars,  to  leame  his  wanton  playes ; 
How  oft  for  Venus,  and  how  often  eek 
For  many  other  nymphes,  be  sore  did  ahreek ; 
With  womanish  teares,  and  with  unwarlike  smarts. 
Privily  moystening  his  horrid  cheeke  : 
There  was  he  painted  full  of  burning  dartes. 
And  msny  wide  woundes  launched  through  his  inne* 
partes. 

XLV» 

Ne  did  he  spare  (so  cruell  was  the  elfe) 

His  owne  deare  mother,  (ahl  why  should  he  ao?) 

Ne  did  he  spare  sometime  to  pricke  himselfe. 

That  he  mi^t  taste  the  sweet  consuming  woe» 

Which  he  had  wrought  to  many  others  moe. 

But,  to  declare  the  mournfiill  tngedyes 

And  spoiles  wherewith  he  all  the  ground  did  strow. 

More  eath  to  number  with  how  manv  eyes 

High  heven  beholdes  sad  lovers  nightly  theeveryea 

XLVX*. 

Kings,  queenes,  lords,  Indies,  knights,  and  damsela 

Were  heap'd  together  with  the  vulgar  sort,      [g^nt. 

And  mingled  with  the  raskall  rablement. 

Without  respect  of  nerson  or  of  port. 

To  shew  Dsn  Cupios  powre  and  great  effort : 

And  round  about  a  border  was  entreyld 

Of  broken  bowes  aud  arrowes  shivered  short; 

And  a  long  bloody  river  through  them  rayld. 

So  lively,  and  so  like,  that  living  Sf«ioe  it  fayld. 
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XLVIU 

And  ct  tlie  upper  end  of  that  faire  rowme 
There  was  an  altar  built  of  pretious  stone 
Of  passing  ralew  and  of  neat  renowme. 
On  which  there  stood  an  image  all  alone 
Of  maesy  gold,  which  with  hu  owne  light  shone  ; 
And  wingea  it  had  with  sondiy  colours  dight. 
More  6ouliy  colours  then  the  proud  pavone 
Bearee  in  his  boasted  fan,  or  Iris  bright. 
When  her  disoolourd  bow  she  spreds  through  heven 
bri{^ 

ZLTni. 

Blyndfold  he  was ;  and  in  his  cruel!  fist 
A  mortaU  bow  and  arrowes  keene  did  hold, 
With  which  he  shot  at  randon  when  him  list. 
Some  headed  with  sad  lead,  some  with  pure  ffold  ; 
(Ah !  man,  beware  how  thou  those  dartes  behold  !) 
A  wounded  dragon  under  him  did  ly, 
Whose  hideous  tajle  his  lefte  foot  aid  enfold, 
And  with  a  shaft  was  shot  through  either  eye, 
That  no  man  forth  might  draw,  ne  no  man  remedye. 

xux. 

And  underneath  his  feet  was  written  thus. 
Unto  the  Victor  of  the  gods  thit  bes: 
And  an  the  people  in  that  ample  hous 
Did  to  that  image  bo  we  their  humble  knee. 
And  oft  commiued  fowle  idolatree. 
That  wondrous  sight  faire  Britomart  amazd, 
Ne  seeing  could  her  wonder  satisfie. 
But  erer  more  and  more  upon  it  gazd. 
The  wlules  the  passing  ludghtnes  her  firaile  sences 
daacd. 


Tho,  as  she  backward  oast  her  busie  eye 

To  search  each  secrete  of  that  goodly  sted. 

Over  the  dare  thus  written  she  did  spye, 

^  boid :  dae  oft  and  oft  it  over-red. 

Yet  could  not  find  what  senoe  it  figured : 

But  whatso  were  therein  or  writ  or  ment, 

8be  was  no  whit  thereby  discouraged 

From  prosecuting  of  her  first  intent. 

But  forwud  witk  bold  steps  into  the  next  roome 


u. 

Much  fayrer  then  the  former  was  that  roome. 
And  richlier,  by  many  partes,  arayd  ; 
For  not  with  arras  made  in  paineiull  loome. 
But  with  pure  gold  it  all  was  oyerlayd. 
Wrought  with  wilde  antickes  which  their  follies  plnyl 
In  the  rich  metall,  as  they  liyine  were  : 
A  thousand  monstrous  foimes  merein  were  made. 
Such  as  false  Lore  doth  oft  upon  him  weare ; 
For  love  in  thousand  monstrous  formes  doth  oft 
appears. 

LZI. 

And,  all  about,  the  glistring  walles  were  hong 
With  warlike  spoiles  and  with  victorious  prayes 
Of  mightie  conquerours  and  captaines  strong, 
Which  were  whil6me  captived  m  their  dayes 
To  cruell  love,  and  wrought  their  owne  decayes : 
Their  swerds  and  speres  were  broke,  and  bauberques 

rent. 
And  their  proud  girlonda  of  tryumphant  bayes 
Troden  in  dust  with  fury  insolent. 
To  shew  the  victors  might  and  merciless  intent. 

uii. 

The  warlike  mayd,  beholding  earnestly 
The  goodly  ordinaunce  of  this  rich  place. 
Did  greatly  wonder ;  ne  could  satisfy 
Her  greedy  eyes  wiUi  gaaing  a  long  space  : 
But  more  she  mervaild  that  no  footings  trace 
Nor  wight  appeard,  but  wastefull  emptiness 
And  solemne  silence  over  all  that  place  : 
Straunge  thing  it  seem'd,  that  none  was  to  possesso 
So  rich  purveyaunce,  ne  them  keepe  with  careful 
nesse. 

uv. 

And,  as  she  lookt  about,  she  did  behold 
How  over  that  same  dore  was  likewise  writ, 
Be  bolde,  be  bolde,  and  every  where,  Be  bold ; 
That  much  she  muz'd,  yet  could  not  construe  it 
By  any  ridling  skill  or  commune  wit. 
At  last  she  spyde  at  that  rowmes  upper  end 
Another  yron  dore,  on  which  was  writ. 
Be  not  too  bdd  ;  whereto  though  she  did  bend 
Her  earnest  minde,  yet  wist  not  what  it  might  in* 
tend. 


tv. 


Thus  she  there  wayted  until!  eventyde, 
Yet  living  creature  none  she  saw  appeare. 
And  now  sad  shadowes  gan  the  world  to  hyde 
From  mortall  vew,  and  wrap  in  darkenes  dreare ; 
Yet  noidd  she  d'off  her  weary  aimes,  for  feare 
Cf  secret  daunger,  ne  let  sleepe  oppresse 
Her  heavy  eyes  with  natures  burdem  deare. 
But  drew  herselfe  aside  in  sickemesae. 
And  her  welpointed  wepons  did  about  her  dresse. 
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Hm  oiuke  of  Capid.  and  tli'enehuui< 
tod  dtamber  are  displayd ; 

Whence  Britomart  raJeemes  fsiie  A- 
moret  through  ohannes  deeayd. 


I. 


Tho,  whenas  chearelesse  night  yeorered  had 

Fayra  hearen  with  an  uniTersali  clowd, 

That  every  wi^ht  diamayd  with  darkenea  aad 

In  silence  and  in  aleepe  themselvea  did  ahrowd, 

She  heaxd  a  shrilline  trompet  sound  alowd, 

Signe  of  nigh  battam,  or  got  victory : 

Nought  therewith  daunted  was  her  courage  prowd. 

But  rather  atird  to  cniell  enmity. 

Expecting  ever  when  some  foe  she  might  descry. 


u. 

With  that,  an  hideous  storme  of  winde  arose. 
With  dreadfiiU  thunder  and  lightning  atwixt. 
And  an  earthquake,  as  if  it  streight  would  lose 
llie  worlds  foundations  from  his  centre  fixt : 
A  direfiill  stench  of  smoke  and  sulphure  mixt 
Ensewd,  whose  noyaunce  fild  the  fearefull  sted 
From  the  fourth  howre  of  night  untill  the  sixt ; 
Vet  the  bold  Britonesse  was  nought  ydred, 
Though  much  enunovM,  but  stednst  still  persevered. 


m. 

All  suddeinly  a  stormy  whirlwind  blew 
Throughout  the  house,  that  clapped  every  dore, 
With  which  that  yron  wicket  open  flew. 
As  it  with  mighty  levers  had  bene  tore ; 
And  forth  yssewd,  as  on  the  readie  flore 
Of  some  theatre,  a  grave  personage 
That  in  his  hand  a  braunch  of  l&urell  bore. 
With  comely  haveour  and  count'nance  sage, 
Yclad  in  costly  garments  fit  for  tiagicke  stage. 

IV. 

Proceeding  to  the  midst  he  stil  did  stand. 
As  if  in  mmde  he  somewhat  had  to  say  ; 
And  to  the  vulgare  beckning  with  his  hand. 
In  sijg^e  of  silence,  as  to  heare  a  play. 
By  lively  actions  he  gan  bewray 
Some  aivument  of  matter  passioned; 
Which  doen,  he  backe  ret3rred  soft  away. 
And  passing  by,  his  name  discovered. 
Ease,  on  his  robe  in  golden  letters  cyphered* 

V. 

The  noble  mayd  still  standing  all  this  vewd. 

And  merveild  at  his  straunge  intendiment : 

With  that  a  ioyous  fellowship  issewd 

Of  minstrales  making  goodly  meiiment. 

With  wanton  bardes,  and  rymers  impudent ; 

All  which  together  song  full  chearefully 

A  lay  of  loves  delight  with  sweet  concent ; 

Afler  whom  marcht  a  iolly  company. 

In  manner  of  a  maske,  enranged  orderly.  | 


The  whiles  a  moat  delitioas  hHrmoor 

In  full  stmmge  notes  was  sweedy  neerd  to  aoond. 

That  the  nune  sweetnesse  of  the  melody 

The  feeble  sencea  wholy  did  oonfoond. 

And  the  fiayle  soule  in  deepe  delight  nigh  drownd : 

And,  when  it  ceast,  shrill  trompets  lowd  did  biay, 

That  their  report  did  far  away  rebound  ; 

And,  when  tney  ceast,  it  gan  againe  to  play. 

The  whiles  the  maakera  marehed  forth  in  trim  aray. 


vn. 

The  first  was  Fansy,  like  a  lovely  boy 
Of  rare  aspect  and  heantie  without  peaie, 
Matohable  either  to  that  ynpe  of  Troy, 
Whom  love  did  love  and  choee  his  cup  to  bears ; 
Or  that  same  daintie  lad,  which  was  so  dears 
To  great  Alcides,  that,  whenas  he  dyde. 
He  wailed  womanlike  with  many  a  team. 
And  every  wood  and  every  vaUey  wyde 
He  find  with  Hylas  name  *,  the  nymphes  eke  Hylas 
oryde. 

vm. 


His  garment  neidier  was  of  ailke  nor  aay. 

But  paynted  plumes  in  geo^  J  order  dight. 

Like  as  the  sunburnt  Indians  do  amy 

Their  tawney  bodies  in  their  proudest  plight : 

As  those  same  plumes,  eo  seemd  hevame  and  light. 

That  by  his  nte  might  easily  appears ; 

For  still  he  rar'd  as  daoneing  in  delight. 

And  in  his  hand  a  windy  Ian  did  beaa, 

That  in  the  ydle  nyT9  he  mow'datiU  here  and  theare. 


IX. 


And  him  beside  marcht  amorous  Desyre, 
Who  seemd  of  ryper  yeares  then  th'  other  swayne. 
Yet  was  that  other  swayne  this  elders  syre, 
And  gave  him  being,  eommune  to  them  twayne : 
His  garment  was  disguysed  veiy  vayne. 
And  his  embrodered  bonet  sat  awry  : 
Twixt  both  his  hands  few  sparks  he  close  did  etrmyne* 
WHiich  still  he  blew  and  kindled  busily. 
That  soone  they  life  oonceiv'd,  and  forth  in  flames 
did  fly. 


X. 


Next  after  him  went  Doubt,  who  was  yclad 
In  a  disoolour'd  cote  of  straunge  disguyse. 
That  at  his  backe  a  brode  capuocio  had, 
And  sleeves  dependaunt  Albanese^wyse ; 
He  lookt  askew  with  his  mistrustfull  eyes. 
And  nyc»]y  trode,  as  thotnes  lay  in  his  way. 
Or  that  the  flora  to  shrinke  he  aid  avyae } 
And  on  a  broken  reed  he  still  did  stay 
His  feeble  stops,  which  shrunck  when  hard  th 
belay* 
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XI. 

With  him  went  IHnnffar,  doth'd  in  ragged  weed 
Mede  of  beoree  akin,  uat  him  more  drKulfuU  made ; 
Yet  his  owne  face  was  dreadfnU,  ne  did  need 
Strannee  hoxrour  to  defocme  his  grieslr  ahade : 
A  net  m  th'  one  hand,  and  a  msty  blade 
In  th'  other  was ;  this  Miachiefe,  that  Mishap ; 
With  th*  one  his  foes  ha  threatned  to  invade. 
With  th'  other  he  his  friends  ment  to  enwrap : 
For  whom  he  oonld  not  lull  he  praotiad  to  entrap. 


zu. 

Next  him  was  Peaxe,  tH  arm'd  from  top  to  toe. 
Yet  thought  himselfo  not  safe  enough  toerel^. 
Bat  feard  each  shadow  morin^  to  or  froe ; 
And,  his  owne  armes  when  gkttering  he  did  spy 
Or  clashing  heard,  he  fi»t  away  did  Ay, 
As  asheo  |Mfe  of  hew,  and  winged  heeM ; 
And  erermoro  on  Daonger  fixt  bis  eye. 
Gainst  whom  he  slwayes  bent  a  brasen  ahield, 
Which  his  right  hand  onarmed  faarefidly  did  wiekL 


With  him  went  Hope  in  lanehe, «  handsome  m^. 

Of  cheerefull  kwhe  end  lorely  to  behold  ; 

In  silkeD  samite  she  was  light  scayd. 

And  her  fayre  lockea  were  woren  up  in  eold : 

She  alway  amyld,  and  in  her  haod  did  hcSd 

An  holy-water-sprinckle,  dipt  in  deowe. 

With  whieh  she  sprinclded  faronrs  manifold 

On  whom  she  list,  aod  did  great  liking  sheowe, 

Gsnt  liking  unto  many,  but  true  love  lo  feowe. 


xiv. 


And  after  them  Diaaemhlaunce  and  Suspect 
Msrcht  in  one  rancke,  yet  en  unequal!  paire ; 
For  ahe  waa  gentle  and  of  milde  aspect. 
Courteous  to  all  and  seeming  debonaire, 
Goodly  adoned  and  exceeding  fttire ; 
Yet  waa  that  all  but  peynted  end  purIo;ped,  [haire ; 
And  her  bright  browes  were  deoxt  with  borrowed 
Her  deeds  wane  forged,  and  her  words  falae  coynd, 
And  alwaiea  in  her  hand  two  dewes  of  silke  she 
twynd: 


XT. 


But  he  was  fowle,  iU  fiivoured,  and  pirn. 

Under  his  eiebrewes  looking  still  asnnnee ; 

And  ever,  as  Diaaemblannce  kught  on  him. 

Her  lowrd  on  her  with  daungerous  eye-glamioe, 

Shewini^  hta  nature  in  his  oountenaunoe ; 

His  rollmg  eiee  did  never  rest  in  place, 

But  walkte  each  where  for  feare  of  hid  misefaaunoe, 

Holding  a  lattis  still  before  his  hoe, 

Ihfottpb  which  hestil  did  peep  ss  forward  he  did 


XVI. 

Next  him  went  Griele  and  Fury  maleht  yfere ; 

Giie&aD  in  eaUe  sorrowfViDy  clad. 

Dowse  han^g  his  dull  head  with  heavy  chore. 

Yet  mly  bemg  more  then  seeming  ssd : 

A  ^sirs  of  pineers  in  his  hand  he  had. 

With  whion  he  pinched  people  to  the  hart. 

That  ffom  theneefbrtfa  a  wretched  life  they  ladd. 

It  willfttll  languor  and  consuming  smart, 

D)«ag  each  di^  with  inward  woudsof  dolouiu  dart 


But  Fury  was  fall  ill  apparefled 
In  rags,  that  naked  nigo  she  did  appeere. 
With  ghastly  looks  and  dreadfuJl  draihed ; 
And  from  ber  backs  her  garments  she  did  tesre, 
And  from  her  head  ofte  rente  her  snaried  heare : 
In  her  right  hand  a  firebrand  ahee  did  tosse 
About^her  head,  still  roaming  here  and  there  ; 
Aa  a  dismayed  deare  in  ehace  embost, 
Forgetfull  of  his  safety,  hath  his  right  way  loit. 

xvm. 

After  them  went  Displeasure  and  Pleesaunce, 

He  looking  lompish  and  full  suUein  ssd, 

And  hangmg  downe  his  heavy  countensuoce  ; 

She  chearfufi,  fresh,  and  full  of  ioyaunoe  glad, 

As  if  no  sorrow  she  ne  fislt  ne  dn.d ; 

That  evill  matched  paire  they  seemd  to  bee: 

An  angry  waspe  th'  one  in  a  viall  had, 

Th'  other  in  hers  an  bony  lady-bee. 

Thus  marched  theae  six  couples  forth  in  (sirs  degree. 

XIX. 

After  all  these  there  marcht  a  most  faire  dame. 
Led  of  twoerysie  villeins,  th'  one  Despight, 
The  other  deped  Cruelty  by  nsme  : 
She  dolefull  lady,  like  a  dreary  spright 
Cald  by  strong  chsfmes  out  of  etemall  night, 
Had  Deathea  own  ymage  figurd  in  her  face, 
Full  of  sad  signes,  fearful!  to  living  sight ; 
Yet  in  that  horror  shewd  a  seemely  grace. 
And  with  her  feeble  feete  did  move  a  comely  pace. 


Her  brest  all  naked,  as  nett  yvory 
Without  adome  of  gold  or  silver  bright 
Wherewith  the  craroBsman  wonts  it  beautify. 
Of  ber  dew  honour  was  despoyled  quight ; 
And  a  wide  wound  therein  (0  rueful  sight !) 
Entrenched  deep  with  knjrfe  accursed  keene, 
Yet  freshly  bleeding  forth  her  fainting  spright, 
(The  worse  of  cruell  hand)  was  to  be  scene, 
Tliat  dyde  in  sanguine  red  ber  skin  all  snowy  cleene 


XXI. 


At  tlsat  wide  orifice  her  trembling  hart 
Was  drawne  forth,  and  in  silver  basin  layd, 
Quite  through  transfixed  with  a  deadly  oart, 
And  in  lier  blood  yet  steeming  fresh  embayd. 
And  those  two  villeins  (which  her  steps  upstayd, 
When  her  weake  feete  could  scarcely  her  sustaine. 
And  fading  vital!  powres  gan  to  fade,) 
Her  forwwd  still  with  torture  did  constraine. 
And  evermore  oncreaaed  her  consuming  peine. 


XXII. 


Next  after  her,  the  winged  god  himsdfe 
Came  riding  on  a  lion  ravenous. 
Taught  to  obay  the  menage  of  that  elfe 
Tliat  man  and  beast  with  powre  imperious 
Subdeweth  to  his  kingdome  tyrsnnous : 
His  blindfold  eies  he  hed  awhile  unbinde. 
That  hia  proud  spoile  of  that  aame  dolorous 
Fair  dame  he  might  behold  in  perfect  kinde ; 
Which  scene,  he  mudi  reioyced  in  his  eruen  mtude 
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Of  which  fal  prowd,  himselfe  npresring  hya 

He  looked  round  about  with  iterne  diadayne. 

And  did  aunray  hia  goodly  company  ; 

And.  marahalling  the  eyil-oxdered  trayne. 

With  that  the  duta  which  hia  right  hand  did  straine 

Full  dreadfully  he  ahooke,  that  all  did  quake. 

And  clapt  on  nye  hia  coulourd  wingea  twaine, 

That  all  his  many  it  affhiide  did  make : 

lliOy  blinding  him  againe,  his  way  he  forth  did  take. 


XXIV. 


Behinde  him  waa  Reproch,  Repentaunce,  Shame ; 
Reproch  the  firat,  Shame  next,  Repent  behinde  * 
Ilepentaunce  feeble,  aorrowfull,  and  lame ; 
Reproch  deapightful,  careleaae,  and  unldnde ; 
Bbame  most  ill-favourd,  beatiaU,  and  blinde : 
Sbame  Iowrd,Repentaunce  aighd^Reprochdid  soould ; 
Reproch  ahvpe  Bting8,Repentaunce  whips  entwinde, 
Shame  burning  brond-yrona  in  her  hand  did  hold : 
All  three  to  each  unlike,  yet  all  made  in  one  mould. 


XXV. 

And  after  them  a  rude  confused  rout 

Of  persons  flockt,  whose  namea  is  hard  to  read  : 

Emongst  them  was  steme  Strife ;  and  Anger  atout ; 

Unquiet  Care ;  and  fond  Unthrifiyhead ; 

Lewd  Losse  of  Time ;  and  Sorrow  seeming  dead  j 

Inconstant  Chaunge ;  and  false  Disloyalty  ; 

Consuming  Riotise  ;  and  guilty  Dread 

Of  heavenly  vengeaunce ;  faint  Infirmity ; 

Vile  Poverty ;  and,  lastly,  Death  with  m^my. 

.zxvi. 

There  were  full  many  moe  like  maladies, 

Whose  names  and  natures  I  note  readen  well ; 

So  many  moe,  as  there  be  phantasies 

In  wavering  wemena  witt,  that  none  can  tell. 

Or  paines  in  love,  or  puniahmentM  in  heU : 

All  which  disguiaed  marcht  in  masking-wiae 

About  the  chamber  by  the  damosell : 

And  then  returned,  having  marched  thrise, 

Into  the  inner  rowme  from  whence  they  first  did  rise. 

xxvn. 

So  BOone  as  thej  were  in,  the  dore  streightway 

Fast  locked,  driven  with  that  atormy  blaat 

Which  first  it  opened,  and  bore  all  away. 

Then  the  brave  maid,  which  al  this  while  was  plast 

In  aecret  ahade,  and  saw  both  first  and  last, 

Issewed  forth  and  went  unto  the  dore 

To  enter  in,  but  fownd  it  locked  fast : 

In  vaine  she  thought  with  rigorous  uprore 

For  to  efiforce,  whencharmes  had  closed  it  afore. 

XZVIII. 

Where  force  might  not  availe,  there  sleighta  and  art 
She  caat  to  use,  both  fitt  for  hard  empriae  : 
Forthy  from  that  same  rowme  not  to  depart 
Till  morrow  next  ahee  did  herselfe  avize, 
When  that  same  maske  againe  should  forth  arise. 
The  morrowe  next  appeanl  with  iouyoua  oheare. 
Calling  men  to  their  daily  exercise  : 
Then  ahe,  as  morrow  fresh,  herselfe  did  reare 
Out  of  ber  secret  stand  that  day  for  to  outweare. 


All  that  day  ahe  outwore  in  wandering 

And  gazing  on  that  chambers  ornament. 

Till  that  againe  the  second  evening 

Her  coverad  with  her  sable  vestiment. 

Wherewith  the  worids  faire  beautie  she  hath  bleat : 

Then,  when  the  second  watch  was  almost  past. 

That  brasen  dore  flew  open,  and  in  went 

Bold  Britomart,  aa  ahe  nad  late  forecast. 

Nether  of  ydle  showes  nor  of  fidse  chaimes  a^Last 

xxx« 

So  BOone  as  she  waa  entred,  rownd  about 
Shae  oast  her  eies  to  see  what  waa  become 
Of  all  those  persona  which  she  saw  without. 
But  lo !  they  streight  were  vanisht  all  and  some  ; 
Ne  living  wight  she  saw  in  all  that  roome. 
Save  that  same  woefiill  lady ;  both  whoae  hanos 
Were  bounden  ftst,  that  did  her  ill  become. 
And  her  small  waste  girt  rownd  with  yron  bands 
Unto  a  braaen  piUour,  by  the  which  ahe  stands. 


And,  her  before,  the  vile  enchannter  sate, 

Figuring  straunge  char&ctera  of  his  art ; 

With  living  blood  be  those  characters  wrate. 

Dreadfully  dropping  from  her  dying  hart. 

Seeming  transfixed  with  a  cmell  dart : 

And  all  perforce  to  make  her  him  to  love. 

Ah  !  who  can  love  the  worker  of  hpr  smart ! 

A  thousand  channea  he  formerly  did  prove  ; 

Yet  thousand  channes  could  not  her  stedfast  hart 


remove. 


xxxii. 


Soon  as  that  virgin  knight  he  saw  in  place. 

His  wicked  bookes  in  hast  he  overthrew. 

Not  caring  his  long  laboura  to  deface ; 

And,  fiercely  running  to  that  lady  drew, 

A  murdrous  knife  out  of  his  pocket  drew. 

The  which  he  thought,  for  vifleinous  despight. 

In  her  tormented  bodie  to  embrew : 

But  the  stout  damzell  to  him  leaping  light 

His  cursed  hand  witliheld,  and  maistex«d  his  might. 

xxxin. 

From  her,  to  whom  his  fury  first  he  ment. 
The  wicked  weapon  rashljr  he  did  wrest, 
And,  turning  to  nerselfe  bis  fell  intent, 
Unwares  it  strooke  into  her  snowie  chest. 
That  litle  dropa  empurpled  her  faire  brest. 
Exceeding  wroth  therewidi  the  virgin  grew, 
Albe  the  wound  were  uothine  deepe  imprefit. 
And  fiercely  forth  her  mortaU  blade  she  drew. 
To  give  him  the  reward  for  such  vile  outrage  dtw, 

xxxiv. 

So  mightily  she  smote  him,  that  to  ground 

He  fell  halfedead ;  next  stroke  him  should  have  slainc. 

Had  not  the  lady,  which  by  him  stood  bound, 

Demly  unto  her  called  to  abstaine 

From  doing  him  to  dy ;  for  else  her  peine 

Should  be  rem^lesse  ;  aith  none  but  bee 

Which  wrought  it  could  the  same  reoure  againe. 

Therewith  ahe  atayd  her  band,  loth  stayd  to  boe ; 

For  life  she  him  enwde.  and  longM  n*venge  to  se«. 
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And  to  him  said ;  "  Tbou  wicked  man,  whose  meed 

For  so  hu^  mischiefe  and  rile  rillany 

U  death,  or  if  that  ought  doe  death  exceed  ; 

Be  sore  that  noaght  may  aave  thee  from  to  dy 

V>at  if  that  thoa  this  dame  do  presently 

Restore  unto  her  health  and  former  state  ; 

This  doe,  and  lire ;  els  dye  undoabtedly." 

\U^  glad  of  life,  that  lookt  for  death  bul  iate. 

Did  yield  himselfe  right  willing  to  prolong  his  date : 

ZXXTI« 

And  rising  np  gvn  streight  to  OTerJooke 

Those  cursed  leares,  his  charmes  back  to  reverse : 

Full  dreadful!  thinges  out  of  that  balefuU  booke 

He  red,  and  measnr'd  many  a  sad  verse, 

That  horrour  gan  the  virgins  hart  to  ptfrse, 

Aod  her  faire  locks  up  stared  stifle  on  end, 

Hearing  him  those  same  bloody  lynes  reherse ; 

And,  aU  the  while  he  red,  she  did  extend 

Her  awoid  high  over  him,  if  ought  he  did  offend. 

xxxvn. 

Anon  she  guk  perceive  the  house  to  quake, 

And  all  the  dores  to  rattle  round  about ; 

Vet  all  that  did  not  her  dismaied  make, 

Nor  alack  her  threatfuU  hand  for  daungers  dout. 

But  still  with  stedfiwt  eye  and  courage  stout 

Abode,  to  weet  what  end  would  come  of  all : 

At  last  that  mightie  chaine,  which  round  about 

Her  tender  wa^te  was  wound,  adowne  gan  fall. 

And  that  great  braaen  pillour  broke  in  peeces  small. 

zxxvxn. 

The  croeU  Steele,  which  thnld  her  dying  hart, 

Frll  sofUy  forth,  as  ot  his  owne  accord  ; 

And  the  wyde  wound,  which  lately  did  dispart 

H«>r  bleeding  brest  aod  riven  bowels  gor*d, 

W  as  closed  up  as  it  had  not  beene  sor'd  -, 

Aud  every  part  to  safety  full  sownd, 

As  she  were  never  hurt,  was  soone  restord  : 

llio,  when  she  felt  herselfe  to  be  unbownd 

And  perfect  hole,  prostrate  she  fell  unto  thegroimd ; 

XXXIX. 

Befbre  &ire  Britomart  she  fell  prostrdte, 

^/Btg  i  "  Ah  1  noble  knieht,  what  worthy  meede 

Can  wretched  lady,  quitt  from  wofuU  state, 

Yisld  yoQ  in  lieu  of  Uiis  your  gracious  deed  t 

Year  vertue  selfe  her  owne  reward  shall  breed, 

Eves  munortall  prayse  and  glory  wyde, 

Which  1  your  vasaall,  by  your  prowesse  freed, 

SLaD  through  the  world  make  to  be  notifyde. 

And  goodhr  well  advaunce  that  goodly  well  was 


XL. 


But  Britomart,  uprearing  her  from  grownd, 
Said  ;  *'  Gentle  dame,  reward  enough  I  weene, 
For  many  labours  more  than  1  have  found, 
This,  that  in  safetie  now  I  have  you  seene. 
And  meane  of  your  deliverance  nave  beene  : 
Henceforth,  faire  lady,  comfort  to  you  take, 
And  put  away  remembrance  of  late  teene  ; 
Insted  thereof,  know  that  your  loving  make 
Hath  no  lease  griefe  endured  for  your  gentle  sake." 


XLI. 

She  much  was  cheard  to  heare  him  mentinnd. 
Whom  of  all  living  wightes  she  loved  best. 
Then  laid  the  noble  ohampionesse  strong  bond 
Upon  th'  enchaunter  whicn  had  her  distrest 
So  sore,  and  with  foule  outrages  opprest : 
With  that  great  chaine,  wherewith  not  long  Ygoe 
He  bound  mat  pitteous  lady  prisoner  now  relest, 
Himselfe  sbe  bound,  more  worthy  to  be  so. 
And  captive  with  her  led  to  wretcbednes^e  and  wo. 

xui. 

Returning  back,  those  goodly  rowmes  which  erst 
Sbe  saw  so  rich  and  royally  arayd, 
Now  vaniftht  utterly  and  cfeene  subverst 
She  found,  and  all  meir  glory  quite  decayd ; 
That  sight  of  such  a  chaunge  her  much  dismayd. 
Thence  forth  descending  to  that  perlous  porch. 
Those  dreadful!  flames  she  also  iound  delayd 
And  quenched  quite  like  a  consumed  torch, 
That  erst  all  entrers  won,  so  cruelly  to  scorch. 

xuir. 

More  easie  issew  now  then  entrance  late 

She  found ;  for  now  that  fained  dreadfuU  fltune. 

Which  chokt  the  porch  of  that  enchaunted  gate 

And  passap^  bard  to  all  that  thither  came 

Was  vanisnt  quite,  as  it  were  not  the  same. 

And  gave  her  leave  at  pleasure  forth  to  passe. 

Th'  enchaunter  selfe,  which  all  that  fraud  did  frame 

To  hare  efforst  the  love  of  that  faire  lasse, 

Seeing  his  worke  now  wasted,  deepe  engrieved  was. 

XLIV. 

But  when  the  viotoresse  arrived  there 
Where  late  she  left  the  pensife  Scudamore 
With  her  own  trusty  squire,  both  full  of  feare. 
Neither  of  them  she  found  where  she  them  lore : 
Thereat  her  noble  hart  was  stonisht  sore  ; 
But  most  fairs  Amoret,  whose  gentle  spright 
Now  gan  to  feede  on  hope,  which  she  berore 
Conceived  had,  to  see  her  own  dears  knight. 
Being  thereof  beguyld,  was  fild  with  new  afiighL 


XLT* 

But  he,  sad  man,  when  he  had  long  in  drede 
AwajTted  there  for  Britomarts  retume. 
Yet  saw  her  not,  nor  signs  of  her  good  speed. 
His  expectation  to  despaire  did  tume. 
Misdeeming  sure  that  her  those  flames  did  bume ; 
And  therefore  gan  advise  with  her  old  aquire. 
Who  her  deare  nourslings  losse  no  lesse  didmoume. 
Thence  to  depart  for  further  aide  t'  enquire  : 
Where  let  them  wend  at  will,  whilest  here  I  doe 
respire. 


THE   FOURTH    BOOKE 


or 
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OONTATNXNO 


THE  LEGEND  OF  CAMBEL  AND  TRIAMOND,  OR  OF  FRIENDSHIP 


Ths  nimd  iathmd,  tfatt  with  grvn  foivsight 
Weldi  kmgdoaiM  cautes  and  afiairea  of  state. 
My  looaer  rimes,  I  wote,  doth  ahaiplj  wite 
For  praitinff  lore  as  I  hare  done  or  kte. 
And  maffni^ng  lorers  dears  debate ; 
By  whion  fifaile  youth  is  oft  of  follie  led. 
Through  false  allurement  of  that  pleasing  baite. 
That  Mtter  were  in  yertoes  discipled, 
Then  with  yame  poemes  weeds  to  hays  their  fimeies 
fed. 


Such  ones  ill  iudge  of  loye,  that  cannot  loye, 

Ne  in  their  firosen  hearts  feele  kindly  flame : 

Forthy  they  ought  not  thing  unknowns  reproye, 

Ne  naturaU  affection  ^ultlesse  blame 

For  fitttlt  of  few  that  haye  abusd  the  ssme : 

For  it  of  honor  and  all  yertue  is 

The  roote,  and  brings  forth  glorious  flowres  of  fame, 

That  orowne  true  loyers  wiui  immortall  blis. 

The  meed  of  them  that  loye,  and  do  not  Uye  amisse. 


in. 

Which  whoso  lift  looke  hacke  to  fbimer  ages. 

And  csU  to  count  the  things  that  then  were  donne, 

Sball  find  that  all  the  workea  of  ^ose  wise  aages, 

And  brave  exploits  which  great  heroes  wonne, 

In  lore  were  either  ended  or  beeunne: 

Witnesse  the  father  of  Phflosophte, 

Which  to  his  Critias,  shaded  oft  from  sunne, 

Of  loye  full  manie  lessons  did  apply. 

The  which  these  stoicke  oensours  cannot  well  deny. 


ly. 

To  such  therefore  I  do  not  sing  at  all ; 
But  to  that  sacred  saint  my  soyeraigne  oueene 
In  whose  chast  brest  aU  bountie  natnrall 
And  treasures  of  true  loye  enlocked  beene, 
Boye  all  her  sexe  that  eyer  yet  was  seene ; 
To  her  I  sing  of  loye,  that  loyeth  best. 
And  best  is  u>y'd  of  all  alive  I  weene ; 
To  her  this  song,  most  fitly  is  addrest, 
^he  Queene  of  Loye,  and  Prince  of  Peace  firom  hea- 
ven blest. 


Which  that  she  may  the  better  deisne  to  hears, 

Do  thou,  dread  innnt,  Venus  deaning  dove. 

From  her  high  spirit  chase  imperious  feare. 

And  use  of  awfuU  maiestie  remove : 

listed  thereof  with  drops  of  melting  loye, 

Deawd  with  ambrosiaU  kisses,  by  thee  gotten 

From  thy  sweete-smyling  modier  from  above, 

Sprinckle  her  heart,  and  haughtie  courage  soften, 

loat  she  may  hiarke  to  love,  and  reads  this  leiaoa  ofUn. 
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CANTO  L 

Fayre  Biitomait  saves  Amorat : 

Dueasa  discord  breedes 
Twixt  Scudamonr  and  Blandamoiir : 

Their  fight  and  warlike  deedea. 


Of  lorera  aad  oalanitieB  of  old 

FqU  vaaj  ptteoos  atoriaa  doe  lemaine, 

But  none  more  piteoos  ever  was  jrtold 

Then  that  of  Amorets  hait-hinding  ehaine. 

And  thia  of  Flariniela  onworthie  peine : 

The  deare  cnrnpaaaion  of  whose  bitter  fit 

My  aoftned  heart  so  sordj  doth  constraine. 

That  I  with  tearea  full  oft  doe  pittie  it. 

And  oftentimes  doe  wish  it  nerer  had  bene  writ. 


1 


ri. 

For,  from  the  time  that  Scudamonr  her  bought 

la  periloas  fight,  she  nerer  ioyed  day ; 

A  perilotts  fi^t  1  when  he  with  force  her  brought 

From  twentie  knights  that  did  him  all  assay ; 

Yet  finrely  well  1m  did  them  all  dismay, 

And  with  great  ^lone  both  the  shield  of  I«ofre 

And  eke  &  ladie  selfe  he  brought  away ;     • 

Whom  baring  wedded,  as  did  him  behove, 

A  new  onknowen  mischiefs  did  from  him  lemove. 


III. 

For  that  same  vile  enchanntour  Busyran, 
The  Tory  selfe  same  day  that  ahe  was  wedded. 
Amidst  the  bridale  least,  whilest  every  man 
Sareharg'd  with  wine  were  heedleese  and  ill>hedded, 
AD  bent  to  mirth  before  the  bride  was  bedded, 
Brought  in  that  mask  of  love  which  late  was  showen ; 
And  Uiers  the  ladie  ill  of  friends  beatedded. 
By  way  of  aport,  as  oft  in  maskes  is  knowen, 
Ccavejed  quite  away  to  living  wight  unknowen. 


IV. 

Sevan  moneths  he  so  her  kept  In  bitter  smart 

BccMiae  his  sinfull  lust  she  would  not  serve, 

UatiU  such  time  as  noble  Britomart 

Released  her,  that  else  was  like  to  sterve 

Through  cruell  knife  that  her  deare  heart  did  kerve : 

And  now  ahe  ia  with  her  upon  the  way 

Jf  arehing  ia  lovely  wise,  that  could  deeerve 

No  not  of  blame,  though  ipite  did  ofl  assay 

To  blot  her  with  dishonor  of  so  faire  a  pray* 

Tet  should  it  he  a  pleasant  tale,  to  tell 

The  diverae  usage,  and  demeannre  daint, 

That  «a^  to  other  made,  as  oft  befell  i 

For  Amoral  right  fearsfti]]  was  and  faint 

iMt  the  with  blame  her  honor  should  attaint. 

That  everie  word  did  tremble  as  she  spake, 

And  everie  teoke  was  coy  and  wondrous  quaint. 

And  everie  limbe  that  touched  her  did  quake ; 

Tet  sboold  abe  not  but  curteous  countenance  to  her 


vu 

For  well  she  wist,  as  true  it  was  indeed, 

That  her  live's  loid  snd  patrooe  of  her  health 

Right  well  deserved,  aa  nis  duefull  meed, 

Her  love,  her  service,  and  her  utmoat  wealth  : 

AU  is  his  iusdv  that  all  freely  dealU. 

Nathlesse  her  nonor  dearer  then  her  life 

She  sought  to  save,  as  thiuf  reeerv'd  from  atealth ;' 

Die  had  ahe  lever  with  enchantera  knife 

Then  to  be  fidae  in  love,  profeat  a  virgine  wife. 


vu. 

Thereto  her  feara  was  made  so  much  the  greater 

Through  fine  ahosion  of  that  Briton  mayd ; 

Who,  for  to  hide  her  &ined  sex  the  better 

And  masks  her  wounded  mind,  both  did  and  sayd 

Full  many  things  ao  doubtfull  to  be  wayd. 

That  well  ahe  wist  not  what  by  them  to  gesse : 

For  otherwhiles  to  her  she  puxpos  made 

Of  love,  and  otherwhiles  of^  lustfulnesse. 

That  much  she  feord  his  mind  would  grow  to  some 


vni. 

His  will  she  feard ;  for  him  she  surely  thought 

To  be  a  man,  such  as  indeed  he  seemM ; 

And  much  the  more,  by  that  he  lately  wrought. 

When  her  from  deadly  thraldome  he  redeemed. 

For  which  no  service  she  too  much  esteemed  : 

Yet  dreed  of  shame  and  doubt  of  fowle  dishonor 

Made  her  not  yeeld  so  much  as  due  she  deemed. 

Yet  Britomart  attended  duly  on  her, 

Aa  well  became  a  knight,  and  did  to  her  all  honor. 

IX. 

It  so  befell  one  evening  that  they  came 
Unto  a  castell,  lod^  there  to  bee. 
Where  many  a  kmght,  and  many  a  lovely  dome. 
Was  then  aasembled  deeds  of  armea  to  see  : 
Amongst  all  which  was  none  more  &ire  then  shoe. 
That  many  of  them  mov'd  to  eye  her  acre. 
The  customs  of  that  place  waa  such,  that  hee. 
Which  had  no  love  nor  lemman  there  in  atore, 
Should  either  winne  him  one,  or  lye  without  the  dore. 


Amount  the  rest  there  was  a  iolly  knight» 

Who,  being  asked  for  his  love,  avowed 

That  fairest  Amoret  was  his  by  right. 

And  offired  that  to  iustifie  alowd. 

The  warlike  virgine,  seeing  his  so  prowd 

And  boastfull  chalenge,  wezed  inlie  wroth. 

But  for  the  present  £d  her  snger  shrowd ; 

And  sayd,  l^r  love  to  lose  she  was  f^  loUi, 

But  either  he  should  neither  of  them  hsve,  or  both. 


IRS 


THE  FAERIE  QVEENE. 


[Boom  IV 


XI. 

So  foortb  they  went,  and  booth  together  ginsted; 
Bat  that  same  jounker  soone  was  OTerthrowna, 
And  made  repent  that  he  bad  rashly  lusted 
For  thing  unlawfuU  that  was  not  his  owne : 
Yet  since  he  seemed  valiant,  though  unknowne. 
She,  that  no  lease  was  courteous  tben  stout. 
Cast  bow  to  salve,  that  both  the  custome  showne 
Were  kept,  and  yet  that  knight  not  locked  out ; 
That  seem'd  full  hard  t'aocord  two  things  so  far  in 
dout, 

xn. 

rbe  senescball  was  cal'd  to  deeme  the  right ; 
Whom  she  required,  that  first  fayre  Amoret 
Might  be  to  her  allow'd,  as  to  a  knight 
%   That  did  her  win  and  free  firom  chalenge  set : 
Which  straight  to  her  was  yeelded  witbont  let : 
Then,  since  that  strange  kmghts  love  firom  him  was 
She  claim 'd  that  to  herselfe,  as  ladies  det,  [quitted. 
He  as  a  knight  might  iustly  be  admitted  ; 
So  none  should  be  out  shut,  sith  all  of  loves  were  fitted. 


xtn. 

With  that,  her  glistring  helmet  she  unlaced  ; 
Which  doft,  her  golden  lockes,  that  were  upbound 
Still  in  a  knot,  unto  her  beeles  downe  traced, 
A|id  like  a  silken  reile  in  compasse  round 
About  her  backe  and  all  her  bodie  wound : 
Like  as  the  shining  skie  in  summers  night. 
What  time  the  dayes  with  scorching  heat  abound. 
Is  creasted  all  with  lines  of  firie  li^t. 
That  it  prodigious  seemes  in  common  peoples  sight. 


XIV. 

Such,  when  those  kmghts  and  ladies  all  about 

Beheld  her,  aU  were  with  amaxement  smit. 

And  every  one  gan  grow  in  secret  dout 

Of  this  and  that,  according  to  each  wit : 

Some  thought  tbat  some  enchantment  fkygned  it : 

Some,  that  Bellona  in  that  warUke  wise 

To  them  appeared,  with  shield  and  armour  fit ; 

Some,  that  it  was  a  masks  of  strange  disguise : 

So  diversely  each  one  did  sundrie  doubts  devise. 

XV. 

But  that  voung  knight,  which  through  ber  gentle  deed 
Was  to  tnat  goodly  fellowship  restored, 
^  Ten  thousand  thankes  did  yeeld  her  for  her  meed. 
And,  doubly  overcommen,  her  ador'd : 
So  did  tbey  all  their  former  strife  accord ; 
And  eke  fayre  Amoret,  now  freed  from  feare. 
More  franke  affection  did  to  her  afford ; 
And  to  her  bed,  which  she  was  wont  forbeare. 
Now  freely  drew,  and  found  right  safe  assurance 
theaie: 

XVII. 

Where  all  that  nigbt  they  of  their  loves  did  treat. 
And  hard  adventures,  twixt  themselves  alone. 
That  each  the  other  gan  with  passion  great 
And  griefull  pittie  privately  bemone. 
The  morow  next,  so  soone  as  Titan  shone, 
They  both  uprose,  and  to  their  waies  them  di^t : 
Long  wandred  they,  yet  never  met  with  none 
That  to  their  wiUes  could  them  direct  aright. 
Or  to  them  tydings  tell  that  mote  their  harts  delight. 


XVll. 


Lo  thus  they  rode,  till  at  the  last  they  apide 
Two  armed  knights  that  toward  them  did  pace. 
And  ech  of  them  bad  rrding  by  his  side 
A  ladie,  seeming  in  so  mrre  a  apace ; 
But  ladies  none  they  were,  albee  in  face 
And  outward  shew  faire  semblance  they  did  beare ; 
For,  under  maske  of  beautie  and  good  gxace 
Vile  treason  and  fowls  falsbood  hidden  were 
That  mote  to  none  but  to  the  warie  wise  appears 


xvm. 
The  one  of  them  the  false  Dueasa  bight. 
That  now  had  chang'd  ber  fonner  wonted  hew ; 
For  ahe  could  dVm  so  manie  ahapea  in  eight. 
As  ever  could  camelecm  colours  new ; 
So  could  she  forge  all  colours,  save  the  trew : 
The  other  no  whk  better  was  dun  shee. 
But  that,  such  as  she  was,  she  plaine  did  shew  ; 
Yet  otherwise  much  worse,  if  worse  might  bee. 
And  dayly  more  offensive  unto  each  degree  - 

XIX. 

Her  name  was  Ate,  mother  of  debate 
And  all  dissention  which  doth  dayly  grow 
Amongst  fraile  men,  that  many  a  publike  ataiB 
And  many  a  private  oh  doth  oveithrow. 
Her  &lse  Duessa,  who  full  well  did  know 
To  be  most  fit  to  trouble  noble  kni^ts 
Which  hunt  for  honor,  raised  from  below 
Out  of  the  dwellings  of  the  dsmned  sprighta. 
Where  she  in  darknes  wastes  her  cursed  daies  and 
nigbta. 

XX. 

Hard  by  the  gates  of  bell  her  dwdling  is ; 
There,  whereas  all  the  plagues  and  humes  abound 
Which  punish  wicked  men  that  walke  amisse; 
It  is  a  darksome  delve  farre  under  ground. 
With  thomes  and  barren  brakes  environd  round. 
That  none  the  same  may  easily  out  win ; 
Yet  many  waies  to  enter  may  be  found. 
But  none  to  issue  forth  when  one  is  in : 
For  discord  harder  is  to  end  then  to  begin. 


XXI. 

And  all  within,  the  riven  walls  were  hung 
With  ragged  monuments  of  times  foropast. 
All  which  the  sad  effects  of  discord  sung : 
There  were  rent  robes  and  broken  scepters  plast ; 
Altan  defyld,  and  holy  things  deiast ; 
Dissbivered  speares,  and  shields  ytorne  in  twaine ; 
Great  cities  ransackt,  and  strong  castles  rast : 
Nations  captived,  and  huge  armies  shone : 
Of  sll  which  mines  there  some  relicks  did  remaine. 


xzn. 

There  was  the  signe  of  antique  Babylon ; 

Of  fatall  Thebes  ;  of  Rome  that  raigned  long; 

Of  sacred  Salem ;  and  sad  Uion, 

For  memorie  of  which  on  high  there  hong 

The  golden  apple,  cause  of  siu  their  wrong. 

For  which  the  three  faire  goddessea  did  strive : 

There  also  was  the  name  of  Nimrod  strong; 

Of  Alexander,  and  his  princes  five 

Which  shar'dtothem  the  spoiles  that  be  had  got  aliv*: 
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JUUU. 

And  tlieFe  tiie  nUcks  of  the  drunken  fnj, 
Tim  vhieh  axuoo^  the  Lapithees  befell : 
And  of  the  bloodie  feast,  wnich  tent  awav 
So  many  ceatanree  drunken  Boules  to  heU« 
lliat  under  mat  Alcidea  furie  fell : 
And  of  the  dreadfiin  discord,  which  did  driye 
The  noble  Ar^nants  to  outrage  fell. 
That  each  of  hfe  sought  others  to  deprive, 
AM  mindlease  of  the  g^ldeen  fleece,  which  made 
tnem  acriTe. 

XXIV. 

And  eke  of  priTtte  persons  many  moe. 

That  were  too  long  a  worke  to  count  them  all ; 

Some,  of  awome  friends  that  did  their  faith  forgoe ; 

Some,  of  borne  brethren  prov'd  unnaturall : 

Some,  of  deare  lovers  foes  perpetual! : 

Witnease  their  broken  bonaes  there  to  be  scene. 

Their  girlonds  rent,  their  bowres  despoyled  all ', 

The  monimenta  whereof  there  byding  beene. 

As  plaine  as  at  the  first  when  they  were  fresh  and 


XXV. 

Such  was  her  hooae  within ;  but  all  without. 
The  harrra  ground  was  iuU  of  wicked  weede:«, 
>Vhich  ahe  herselfe  had  sowen  all  about. 
Now  growen  great,  at  first  of  little  seedes, 
The  seedea  of  evill  wordes  and  factious  deedes  ; 
Which,  when  to  ripenesse  due  they  growen  arre. 
Bring  forth  an  infinite  increase  that  breedea 
Tumnltoous  trouble,  and  contentious  iarre, 
The  which  most  often  end  in  blondahed  and  in  warre. 

XXVI. 

And  tboae  same  cursed  seedes  doe  also  serve 

To  her  for  bread,  and  yeeld  her  living  food  : 

For  life  it  ia  to  her,  wnen  others  eterve 

Through  mischievous  debate  and  desdly  feood, 

That  she  may  sucke  their  life  and  drinke  their  blood, 

With  which  ahe  from  her  childhood  had  bene  fed  : 

For  she  at  first  was  borne  of  hellish  brood. 

And  by  infernal!  furies  nourished ; 

That  by  her  monstrous  shape  might  easily  be  red. 

xxrn. 

Her  hoB  moat  fowie  and  filthy  was  to  see. 
With  aqvinted  eyes  contririe  wayes  intended,   • 
And  loathly  mouth,  unmeete  a  mouth  too  bee. 
That  noognt  but  gall  and  venim  comprehended. 
And  wicked  wordes  that  God  and  man  offended  : 
Her  lying  tongue  was  in  two  parts  divided. 
And  both  the  parts  did  speake,  and  both  contended ', 
And  as  her  tongue  so  was  her  hart  discided. 
That  never  thought  one  thmg,  but  doubly  stil  waa 
guided* 

xxvin* 

Ab  as  Ab  double  spake,  so  heard  she  double^ 
With  matcblease  earps  deformed  and  distort, 
Fdd  with  ftlse  rumors  snd  seditious  trouble, 
Vnd  in  aaaemblies  of  the  vulgar  sort. 
That  jCiU  are  led  with  every  light  report : 
And  aa  her  asres.  so  eke  her  feet  were  odde, 
And  mnch  unlike ;  ih'  one  long,  the  other  short, 
Aad  both  miaplast ;  that,  when  th*  one  forward  yode, 
Tha«clMr  bneka  ratirad  and  contriiie  trode. 


XXZX. 

Likewise  unequall  were  her  handes  twaine ; 
That  one  did  reach,  the  other  pusht  away  j 
That  one  did  make,  the  other  mard  afraine, 
And  Bought  to  bring  all  things  unto  decay ; 
Whereby  great  richea,  gathered  manie  a  day. 
She  in  abort  space  did  often  brins  to  nought, 
And  their  possessours  often  did  dismay : 
For  all  her  studio  was  and  aU  her  thought 
How  ahe  might  overthrow  the  thinga  that  Co&oord 
wrought, 

XXX, 

So  mnch  her  malice  did  her  might  sorpas, 
That  even  th'  Almightie  selfe  uie  did  maiigne, 
Because  to  man  ao  mercifull  he  was. 
And  unto  all  his  creatnrea  ao  benirne, 
Sith  she  herselfe  waa  of  his  grace  mdigne : 
For  all  this  worlds  fairs  workmanship  she  tride 
Unto  his  last  confusion  to  bring. 
And  that  great  golden  chaine  quite  to  divide. 
With  which  it  blessed  Concord  hath  together  tide. 

XX  xr. 

Such  waa  that  hag,  which  with  Duessa  roade ; 
And,  serving  her  in  her  malitioua  uae 
To  hurt  good  knights,  was,  aa  it  were,  her  baude 
Te  sell  her  borrowed  beautie  to  abuse : 
For  though,  like  withered  tree  that  wanteth  iuyce^ 
She  old  and  crooked  were,  yet  now  of  late 
Aa  freah  and  fragment  as  the  floure-deluce 
She  was  become,  by  chaunge  of  her  estate. 
And  made  full  goodly  ioyance  to  her  new-found 
mate: 

xxxn. 

Her  mate,  he  was  a  iollie  youthful!  knight 

That  bore  great  sway  in  armes  and  chivalrie. 

And  was  indeed  a  man  of  mickle  might ; 

His  name  was  Blandamour,  that  did  descrie 

His  fickle  mind  full  of  inconstancie : 

And  now  himselfe  he  fitted  had  right  well 

With  two  companions  of  like  quaUtie, 

Faithlesse  Duessa,  and  fa)se  Paridell, 

That  whether  were  more  false,  full  hard  it  is  to  teU. 


I 


xxxni. 

Now  when  this  gallant  with  his  ^[oodly  crew 
From  fimre  espide  the  famous  Bntomart,  ^ 

Like  knight  adventurous  in  outward  vew. 
With  his  faire  paragon,  his  conquests  part, 
Approching  nigh  ;  eftsoones  his  wanton  hart 
Was  tickled  with  delieht,  and  iesting  sayd ; 
"  Lo  !  there.  Sir  Paridel,  for  your  desart. 
Good  lucke  presents  you  with  yond  lovely  niayd , 
For  pitie  that  ye  want  a  fellow  for  your  ayd." 

ZXXIV. 

By  that  the  lovely  paire  drew  nigh  to  bond  : 

Whom  idienss  Pandel  more  plaine  beheld, 

Albee  in  h|artj>e  like  affection  fond. 

Yet  miDdfuTT^w  he  late  by  one  was  fold 

That  did  those  ormes  and  that  same  scutch  ion  weld 

He  had  small  lust  to  buy  his  love  so  desre, 

But  answered ;  "  Sir,  him  wise  I  neyer  held. 

That,  having  once  escaped  peril!  neare. 

Would  afterwards  afireah  the  sleeping  evil!  reare. 
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ZZILV. 


**  This  kDight  too  bto  bis  manhood  wad  his  night 

I  did  assay,  thsft  me  right  dearely  oost ; 

Ne  list  I  for  revengv  proroke  now  fight, 

Ne  for  light  ladies  lore,  that  soone  is  lost" 

The  hot-spurn  joath  so  scorning  to  be  crost, 

"  Take  then  to  yon  this  dame  of  mine,"  quoth  bee, 

"  And  I,  withoat  joor  perill  or  your  oost. 

Will  chalenge  yond  same  other  for  my  fee." 

So  forth  he  fieroely  prickt,  that  one  htm  acaroe  oottM 


1 


xxm. 

The  warlike  Britonesse  her  soone  addrest. 
And  with  such  uneonth  welcome  did  receare 
Her  &yned  paramour,  her  forced  guest, 
That,  being  forst  his  saddle  soone  to  leare^ 
Himselfe  he  did  of  his  new  lore  deeeare ; 
And  made  himselfo  th'  ensample  of  his  folUe. 
Which  done,  she  passed  forth,  not  taking  leave. 
And  left  him  now  as  sad  as  whilome  iollie, 
Well  warned  to  beware  with  whom  he  darM  to  dallie. 


xxxm. 

Which  when  his  other  oompanie  beheld, 
I'hey  to  his  succour  ran  with  readie  ayd ; 
And,  finding  him  unable  once  to  welo. 
They  reared  him  on  horse-backe  an<*  apstayd. 
Till  on  his  way  they  bad  him  forth  convayd : 
And  all  the  way,  with  wondrous  ^efe  or  mynd 
And  shame,  he  shewd  himselfe  to  be  dismayd 
More  for  the  Iotc  which  be  had  left  behjrnd. 
Then  that  which  he  had  to  Sir  Paridel  resynd. 

IXXVIIX. 

N^athlesse  he  forth  did  march,  well  as  he  might. 
And  made  good  semblance  to  his  companie. 
Dissembling  his  disease  and  evill  plight ; 
Till  that  ere  long  tbey  cbaunced  to  espie 
Two  other  knights,  toat  towards  them  did  ply 
With  speedie  course,  as  bent  to  charge  them  new : 
Whom  whenas  Blandamour  approching  nie 
Perceiy'd  to  be  such  as  thej  seemd  in  vew, 
He  was  fuU  wo,  and  gan  his  former  griefo  renew. 

XXZIX. 

For  th*  one  of  them  be  perfectly  descride 
To  be  Sir  Scudamonr,  ^by  tbat'he  bore 
The  god  of  Iotc  with  wings  displayed  wide,) 
Whom  mortally  he  hated  CTermore, 
Both  for  bis  worth,  that  all  men  did  adore, 
And  eke  because  his  lore  he  wonne  hj  riffht : 
Which  when  he  thought,  it  grieyed  him  rail  sore, 
That,  through  the  bruses  of  his  former  fight, 
He  now  unable  was  to  wreake  his  old  despight, 

XL. 

Forthy  he  thus  to  Paridel  bespake : 
"  Fairs  Sir,  of  firiendsh^  let  me  now  you  pnyt 
That  as  I  late  adrentured  for  your  sake, 
The  hurts  whereof  me  now  from  battell  stay. 
Ye  will  me  now  with  like  good  tume  repey» 
And  iustifie  my  caase  on  yonder  knight.'* 
•'  Ah  f  Sir,"  said  Paridel,  "  do  not  dismay 
Yourselfe  for  this ;  myselfe  will  for  you  fight. 
As  ye  hare  done  for  me :  The  left  hand  rubs  the 
ri^t." 


xu. 

With  that  he  put  his  spurres  unto  his  steed, 
With  speare  in  rest,  and  toward  him  did  fare, 
Like  shaft  out  of  a  bow  prerenting  speed. 
But  Scudamour  was  shortly  well  aware 
Of  his  approch,  and  gan  himselfo  prepare 
Him  to  reeeire  with  entertunment  meete. 
So  furiously  they  met,  that  either  ban 
llie  other  oowne  under  their  horses  feete, 
That  what  of  them  became  themselres  did  scarsi) 
weete. 

XLTt. 

As  when  two  biHowes  in  the  Irish  sowndes, 

Forcibly  driven  with  oontririe  tydes. 

Do  meete  together,  each  abacke  rebowndes 

With  roaring  rage ;  and  dashing  on  all  sides, 

That  fiUeth  all  the  sea  with  fame,  dirydes 

The  doubtfull  current  into  dirers  wayes : 

So  fell  those  two  in  spight  of  both  their  prydes ; 

But  Scudamour  himselfe  did  soone  uprayse^ 

And,  mounting  light,  his  foe  for  lying  long  upbrayes. 

XLXIL 

Who,  rolled  oo  an  heape,  lay  atil  in  swound 
AH  carelesse  of  his  taunt  and  bitter  rayle ; 
Till  that  the  rest  him  seeing  lie  on  ground 
Ran  hastily,  to  weete  what  did  him  ayle  : 
Where  finditig  that  tiie  breath  gan  him  to  fayle, 
With  busie  care  they  strore  him  to  awake. 
And  deft  his  helmet,  and  undid  his  mayle : 
So  much  they  did,  that  at  the  last  they  brake 
His  slomber,  yet  so  mazed  that  he  nothing  spake. 

xur. 

Which  whenas  Blandamour  beheld,  he  sayd ; 
"  False  faitour  Scudamour,  that  hsst  by  slight 
And  foule  advantage  this  good  knight  dismayd, 
A  knight  much  better  then  thyseUe  behight, 
Well  nlles  it  thee  that  I  am  not  in  plight 
This  day,  to  wreake  the  dammage  by  thee  donne! 
Such  is  thy  wont,  that  still  when  any  knight 
Is  weakned,  then  thou  doest  him  overromie : 
So  hast  thou  to  thyselfe  folse  honour  often  wonne.* 

XLV. 

He  little  answer'd,  but  in  manly  heart 

His  mightie  indignation  did  foroeara ; 

>Vhich  was  not  yet  so  secret,  but  some  part 

Thereof  did  in  his  frouninff  face  appeare : 

Like  as  a  gloomie  cloud,  the  whioo  doth  beare 

An  hideous  storme,  is  by  the  northeme  blast 

Quite  orerblowne,  yet  aoth  not  passe  so  cleare 

But  that  it  all  the  skie  doih  overcast 

With  darknes  dred,  and  threatens  all  the  world  to  wast. 


Tin. 

"  Ah !  gentle  knight,**  then  false  Duessa  sayd, 
'*  Why  do  ye  strive  for  ladies  love  so  sore. 
Whose  chiefe  desire  is  lore  and  friendly  aid 

IMongst  gentle  knights  to  nourish  evermore ! 
Ne  be  ye  wroth,  Sir  Scudsmour,  therefore. 
That  sne  your  lore  list  lore  another  knight, 
Ne  do  yourselfe  dislike  a  whit  tiie  more  ; 
For  lore  is  free,  and  led  with  Belfe-delight. 
Ne  wiD  enforced  be  with  n-^isterdome  or  might.' 
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ZZJXa 

*'  I  MEW  him  hare  your  Ajnoret  at  will ;  ^ 

I  icw  bim  IdiM  ;  I  saw  him  bar  embrace  ; 
I  saw  him  aleepe  with  her  all  night  bia  fill ; 
All,  manie  nigbta ;  and  manie  by  in  place 
That  nresent  were  to  teatifie  the  caae." 
WhicB  wbenaa  Scudamonr  did  beare.  bia  heart 
Waa  tbrild  with  inward  griefe :  aa  when  in  chace 
The  Parthian  atrikea  a  Btag  with  abirering  dart, 
1  he  beast  astoniaht  itanda  in  middeat  of  bia  imart ; 


So  atood  Sir  Scndamonr  when  tbia  be  beard, 
Ne  word  be  bad  to  ipeake  for  great  dismay. 
But  lookt  on  Olaoc^  gnm,  who  woze  afewd 
Of  oatiage  for  the  w<»ds  which  abe  heard  say, 
Albee  nntrue  she  wist  them  by  assay. 
But  Blandamonr,  wbenaa  be  did  espie 
His  ehauDKe  of  cheera  that  anguish  did  bewiay, 
He  woze  rail  blithe,  aa  be  bad  sot  thereby. 
And  gan  thegwt  U>  triumph  without  Tictoriot 


XLTH. 

80  false  Dneasa :  bat  vile  Ate  thna  ; 
'*  Both  Ibolish  knights,  I  can  but  langb  at  both, 
That  strive  and  atorme  with  stizra  outrageous 
For  her,  that  each  of  you  alike  doth  loth. 
And  lores  another,  with  whom  now  she  go'tb 
In  loTely  wise,  and  sleepes,  and  sports,  uid  playes; 
Wbileat  both  you  here  with  many  a  cursed  oth 
9vrMre  she  is  Tours,  and  stirre  up  bloudie  frayes. 
To  win  a  willow  bough,  wbileat  other  weares  the 
bsyes. 

XLvni. 

*'  Vile  bag,**  sayd  Seudamour,  "  why  dost  thou  lye. 
And  fidsly  seekst  a  yirtuous  wight  to  shame  1" 
**  Fond  knight/'  savd  abe,  "the  thing  that  with  this 
I  ssw,  why  sboula  I  doubt  to  tell  the  same  V*    [eye 
"  Then  tcU,"  quoth  Blandamonr, "  and  fearo  no  blame ; 
Tf41  what  thou  saw'st,  maolgre  whoso  it  beares," 
"  I  saw,**  quoth  abe, "  a  strann^  knight,  whose  name 
I  wote  not  well,  but  in  bis  shield  be  beares 
(That  wdl  1  wote)  theheada  of  many  broken  spearea; 


u. 


"  Lo !  recreant,"  tayd  he,  "  the  finitlesse  end 
Of  thy  raine  bosst,  snd  spoils  of  love  misgottpn, 
Whereby  the  nsme  of  knigbt-bood  thou  dost  shend, 
And  sll  true  lorers  with  £sbonor  blotten : 
All  things  not  rooted  well  will  soone  be  rotten. 
"  Fy,  fy,  false  knight,"  then  fidse  Duessa  oryde, 
"  Unworthy  life,  that  love  with  guile  hast  gotten ; 
Be  thou,  wnereerer  tbon  do  go  or  lyde. 
Loathed  of  ladiea  all,  and  of  all  knighta  defyde  I 


But  Scudamour,  for  passing  great  despight. 
Staid  not  to  aoawer  ;  scarcely  did  refraine 
But  that  in  all  those  knights  snd  ladiea  sight 
He  for  revenge  had  ffuiltlesse  Glauoe  alame : 
But,  being  past,  be  thus  began  amaine ; 
"  False  traitour  squire,  &lse  squire  of  falsest  knight. 
Why  doth  mine  band  from  tbine  avenge  abstains. 
Whose  lord  bath  done  my  love  tbia  fome  deapight ! 
Why  do  I  not  it  wreake  on  thee  now  in  my  might! 


Lzn. 

"  Discourteous,  disloyall  Britomart, 
Untrue  to  God,  and  unto  man  oniust ! 
What  vengeance  due  can  equall  thy  dessrt, 
That  bast  with  sbsmefull  spot  of  simuU  lust 
Delil'd  the  pledge  committed  to  thy  trust ! 
Let  ugly  slmme  and  endlesse  infitmy 
Colour  thy  nsme  with  foule  reproachea  rust ! 
Yet  thou,  falte  squire,  bia  fiuilt  ahaU  dean  aby, 
And  with  thy  punishment  his  penance  shalt  supply. 

UT. 

The  aged  dame  him  seeing  so  enraged 

Wss  dead  with  ieare ;  nathlease  as  neede  reqnnvd 

His  fisming  furie  sought  tobave  assoaged 

With  sober  words,  tlmt  suflRersnce  desired 

TiU  time  the  tryall  of  her  truth  ezpjied ; 

And  evennore  sought  Bxitomart  to  deare : 

But  he  the  more  with  furioua  rage  waa  fyred, 

And  thrise  bis  band  to  kill  her  did  nprsare, 

And  tbiise  be  drew  it  backe :  so  did  at  last  forbeore. 


CANTO  n 

Blandamour  winnes  false  Florimell ; 

Paridell  for  her  strives : 
They  are  accorded  :  Agapd 

Doth  lengthen  her  aonnes  lives. 


I. 

rnowuvo  of  bell  first  tynd  m  Pblegefon 

By  tbooeand  furies,  and  from  thence  out-tbrowen 

Into  this  world  to  worke  confusion 

And  sat  it  all  on  fire  by  force  nnknowen, 

h  wided  Discord ;  whose  smsll  sparkes  once  blowen 

KoBS  bot  a  god  or  godlike  man  can  slake : 

ftmb  m  waa  Orpbsua,  that,  when  strife  wss  growen 

AmooMt  those  mmoas  ympes  of  Greece,  did  take 

Hiaaiivw  Imrpe  in  band  and  aboztly  friendea  them 


Or  such  aa  that  celestisll  psslmist  wss, 
That,  when  the  wicked  feend  his  lord  tormented. 
With  heavenly  notss,  thst  did  all  other  pas, 
The  outra^  of  his  furious  fit  relented. 
Such  musicke  ii  wise  words  with  time  concented, 
To  moderate  stiffs  mindes  disposd  to  strive  : 
Such  Bs  that  prudent  Romane  wdl  invented ; 
What  time  bia  people  into  partes  did  rive, 
Them  reconcyld  sgaine,  and   to  their  bomaa  did 
drive. 


Sach  ns'd  wise  Glancd  to  that  wrathfull  Vnifrht, 
To  calme  the  tempest  of  his  troubled  thought : 
Yet  Blandtmour,  with  termes  of  foale  despig^ht. 
And  Paiidell  her  soorndp  snd  set  at  nought, 
[As  old  and  crooked  and  not  eood  for  ought 
Both  they  unwise,  and  wareiesse  of  the  erill 
That  hj  themselves  unto  themselyes  is  wrought, 
Through  that  fiUse  witoh,  and  that  foule  aeed  drerill ; 
The  one  m  feend,  the  other  an  incamate  devill. 


IV. 

With  whom  as  they  thus  rode  aocompanide, 
They  were  encountred  of  a  lustie  knight 
That  had  a  goodly  ladie  by  his  side. 
To  whom  he  made  gr^t  oalliance  and  delight : 
I  It  was  to  weet  the  bold  Sir  Feoailgh  hight, 
He  that  from  Braggadochio  whilome  reft 
The  snowy  Flonmeil,  wbose  beautie  bright 
Made  him  seem^e  happie  for  so  glorious  theft  ; 
Yet  was  it  in  due  tnul  but  a  wandring  weft. 


Which  whenas  Blaodamour,  whose  fancie  light 

Was  alwaies  flitting  as  the  wavering  wind 

After  each  beautie  that  appeard  in  sight. 

Beheld ;  eftsoones  it  prickt  his  wanton  mind 

With  sting  of  lust  that  reasons  eye  did  blind, 

That  to  Sir  Paridell  these  words  he  sent ; 

"  Sir  knight,  why  ride  ve  dumpish  thus  behind, 

Since  so  good  fortune  doth  to  you  present 

So  fsyre  a  spoyle,  to  make  you  ioyous  meriment  V* 


Rut  Paridell,  that  had  too  late  a  tryall 
Of  the  bad  issue  of  his  counsell  vaine. 
List  not  to  bearke,  but  made  this  faire  denyall ; 
"  Last  tume  was  mine,  well  proved  to  my  paine  ; 
This  now  be  yours  ;  God  send  you  better  gaine  ! 
Whose  scoffed  words  he  taking  halfe  in  scome, 
Fiercely  forth  prickt  his  steed  as  in  disdains 
Against  that  knight,  ere  he  him  well  could  tome  ; 
By  meanes  whereof  he  hath  him  lightly  overborne. 


ff 


VII. 

Who,  with  the  sudden  stroke  astonisht  sore. 

Upon  the  ground  awhile  in  slomber  lay ; 

Tne  whiles  his  love  aw^  the  other  bore, 

And,  shewine  her,  did  Paridell  upbray ; 

"  Lo  !  sluggish  knight,  the  victors  happie  pray ! 

So  fortune  friends  the  bold."    Whom  Paridell 

Seong  so  faire  indeede,  as  he  did  say. 

His  hart  with  secret  envie  gan  to  swell. 

And  inly  grudge  at  him  that  he  had  sped  so  well. 


vm. 

Nathlesse  proud  man  himselfe  the  other  deemed. 

Having  so  peeriesse  paragon  ygot : 

For  sure  the  fayrest  Florimell  him  seemed 

To  him  was  fallen  for  his  happie  lot, 

Whose  like  alive  on  earth  he  weened  not : 

Therefore  he  her  did  court,  did  serve,  did  wooe. 

With  humblest  suit  that  he  imagine  mot. 

And  all  thmga  did  devise,  and  all  things  dooe. 

That  might  her  love  prepare,  tad  liking  win  theretoo. 


She,  in  regard  thereof,  him  reoompenst 
With  golden  words  and  goodly  countenance, 
And  such  fond  fiivours  sparingly  dispenst : 
Sometimes  him  blessing  with  a  light  eye-glance,     • 
And  coy  lookes  temprins;  with  loose  dalliance ; 
Sometimes  estranging  him  in  sterner  wise ; 
That,  having  cast  him  in  a  foolish  trance. 
He  seemed  brought  to  bed  in  Paradise, 
And  prov'd  himself  most  foole  in  what  he  aeem'd 
most  wise* 


So  mat  a  mistresse  of  her  art  she  was,  . 

And  perfectly  practised  in  womans  craft. 

That  though  therein  himselfe  he  thought  to  pas, 

And  by  this  &lse  allurements  wytie  draft 

Had  thousand  women  of  their  love  beraft. 

Vet  now  he  was  surprix'd :  for  that  false  spright. 

Which  that  same  witch  had  in  this  forme  engraft, 

Was  so  expert  in  eveir  subtile  slight, 

That  it  coud  overreacn  the  wisest  earthly  wight 

XI. 

Yet  he  to  her  did  dayly  service  more, 

And  dayly  more  deceived  was  thereby  ;  * 

Yet  Paridell  him  envied  therefore, 

As  seeming  plast  in  sole  felicity : 

So  blind  is  lust  false  colours  to  descry. 

But  Ate  soone  discovering  his  desire, 

And  finding  now  fit  opportunity 

To  stirre  up  strife  twixt  love  and  spight  and  ire,. 

Did  privily  put  coles  unto  his  secret  fire. 

xit. 

By  sundry  meanes  thereto  she  prickt  him  forth  ; 
Kow  with  remembrauce  of  those  spightfall  speacbes, 
Now  with  opinion  of  his  owne  more  worth. 
Now  with  recounting  of  like  former  breeches 
Made  in  their  firiendship,  as  that  hag  him  teaches : ' 
And  ever,  when  his  psssion  is  allayd, 
She  it  revives,  and  new  occasion  peaches : 
That,  on  a  time  as  they  together  way'd, 
He  made  him  open  chalenge,  and  thus  boldly  sayd  ; 

xm. 

"  Too  boastful!  Blandamour !  too  long  I  bearo     ^ 
The  open  wrongs  thou  doest  me  day  by  day : 
Well  know'st  thou,when  we  friendship  nrst  did  swears 
The  covenant  was,  that  every  spoyle  or  pray 
Should  equally  be  shard  betwixt  us  tway  : 
Where  is  my  part  then  of  this  ladie  brignt. 
Whom  to  thyselfe  thou  takest  quite  awayT 
Render  therefore  therein  to  me  my  right, 
Or  answers  for  thy  wrong  as  shaU  fiiU  out  in  fight*' 

xtv. 

Exceeding  wroth  thereat  was  Blandamour, 

And  gan  this  bitter  answers  to  him  make  ; 

"  Too  foolish  Paridell  1  that  fayrest  floure 

Wouldst  gather  fSune,  and  yet  no  paines  wouldst  take ; 

But  not  so  easie  will  I  her  forsaxe  *, 

This  hand  her  wonne,  that  hand  shsll  her  defend." 

With  that  they  gan  their  shivering  spesres  to  shake. 

And  deadly  points  at  cithers  breast  to  bend, 

Forgetful!  each  to  have  heae  ever  others  fraiuL 
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XT. 

Their  fine  tfteedes  with  so  untamed  forte 

Did  beere  them  both  to  fell  arengea  end. 

That  both  their  spearea  with  pitileaae  remorae 

Through  shield  and  mayle  and  haberieon  did  wend. 

And  in  their  fieah  a  grieal^  paaaage  xend. 

That  with  the  fbrie  of  their  owne  aSret  . 

Each  other  hone  and  man  to  mond  did  send ; 

Wherv,  Wing  atill  awhile,  both  did  {otjget 

The  perjjoaa  present  stownd  in  which  their  liFes 


ZTX. 

At  when  two  wariike  bngandines  at  aea. 
With  murdrona  weapons  arm'd  to  cniell  fight. 
Do  meeCe  together  on  the  watry  lea, 
Thejr  atcnune  ech  other  with  so  fell  deapight. 
That  with  the  shocke  of  their  owne  heedlesse  might 
Their  wooden  ribs  are  ahaken  nigh  asonder ; 
They  which  Irom  ahora  behold  the  dreadfull  su^ht 
Of  ftuhtng  iira>  and  heare  the  ordenance  thonoer, 
Do  grcatlj  stand  amaz'd  at  such  unwonted  wonder. 

xvn. 

At  length  they  both  upstarted  in  amaxe. 
As  men  awaked  rashly  out  of  dreme, 
And  round  about  themselres  a  while  did  gaze ; 
Till  aeeing  her,  that  Florimell  did  seme. 
In  doubt  to  whom  she  rictorie  should  deeme, 
llicrewith  their  dulled  sprights  they  edgd  anew, 
Aod,  drawing  both  their  swords  with  rage  extreme. 
Like  two  maid  mastiffea  each  on  other  flew. 
And   ahielda  did  share,  and  mailes  did  rssh,  and 
hefasesdid  hew. 

XTm. 

So  furiooaly  each  other  did  asaayle. 
As  if  their  soules  they  would  attonce  bare  rent 
Out  of  their  breata,  toat  streames  of  bloud  did  rayle 
Adowne,  as  if  their  springs  of  life  were  spent ; 
That  all  the  ground  with  purple  bloud  was  sprent, 
Aad  all  their  armours  staynd  with  bloudie  gore ; 
Yet  soareely  once  to  breath  would  they  relent,       ^ 
80  aioctan  was  their  malice  and  so  sore  \ 

BecoBie,  of  iayned  friendship  which  they  Tow'd  afore. 


XIX. 

And  that  which  is  for  ladies  most  befiiting. 
To  itint  all  atrife,  and  foster  friendly  peace, 
Wis  from  those  damea  so  farre  and  so  unfitting, 
Ai  that,  instead  of  praying  them  surcease, 
Thev  did  much  mora  Uieir  cruelty  encrease ; 
fiidaiog  them  fifht  for  honour  ot  their  lore, 
Aad  rauier  die  tnen  ladies  cause  reiease :        [moye. 
With  which  raine  termes  so  much  they  did  them 
ThtX  both  resolv'd  the  last  extremities  to  prove. 


they,  I  weene,  would  fight  untill  this  day. 
Had  not  a  squire,  eren  he  the  squire  of  dames, 
^gfeat  adrenture  trsTelled  that  way ; 
Who  aaeiag  both  bent  to  ao  bloudy  games. 
And  both  of  old  wall  knowing  by  their  names, 
Dttw  nigh,  to  weete  the  cause  of  their  debate  : 
Aad  ftm  laide  on  those  ladiea  thousand  blames. 
That  dSd  not  leeke  t*  appease  their  deadly  bate, 
But  gned  on  their  harmes  not  pittying  their  estate 


« 
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XXf. 

And  then  thoae  knights  he  humbly  did  beseech 
To  stay  their  hands,  till  be  awhile  had  spoken : 
Who  lookt  a  little  up  at  that  his  speech. 
Yet  would  not  let  their  battell  ao  be  broken. 
Both  gieedie  fiera  on  other  to  be  wroken. 
Yet  be  to  them  so  earnestly  did  call. 
And  them  coniur'd  by  some  well  knowen  token. 
That  they  at  last  their  wrothfiill  hands  let  h\\. 
Content  to  heare  him  speake,  and  glad  to  rest  withaU 

xxn. 

First  he  desired  their  cause  of  strife  to  see : 
They  said,  it  was  for  lore  of  Florimell.  [bee. 

Ah !  gentle  knights,"  quoth  he,  "  how  may  that 
And  she  so  fiure  astray,  aa  none  can  tell  1 " 
"  Fond  aquire,"  full  angry  then  sayd  Paridell, 
**  Seest  not  the  ladie  there  before  tny  face  V* 
He  looked  backe,  and,  her  arising  well. 
Weend,  as  he  said,  by  that  her  outward  grace 
That  friyrest  Florimell  was  preaent  there  in  plaoe» 

xxux. 

Glad  man  was  he  to  see  that  ioyous  sight. 
For  none  aliye  but  ioy'd  in  Florimell, 
And  lowly  to  her  lowting  thus  behigbt ; 
**  Fayrest  of  faire,  that  fiurenesse  doest  excell, 
This  happie  day  I  have  to  greete  you  well. 
In  which  you  nfe  I  aee,  whom  thousand  lato 
Misdoubted  lost  through  mischiefe  thst  befell ; 
Long  may  yon  Vive  in  health  and  happie  state  ! " 
She  title  answer'd  him,  but  lightly  aid  aggrate^ 

xxry. 

Then,  turning  to  those  knights,  he  gac  anew ; 
"  And  you,  Sir  Blandamour,  and  Paridell, 
That  for  this  ladie  present  in  your  yew 
Haye  rays'd  this  cniell  warre  and  outrage  fell, 
Certes,  me  seemes,  bene  not  advised  well ; 
But  rather  ought  in  friendship  for  her  sake 
To  ioyne  your  force,  their  forces  to  repell 
That  seeke  perforce  her  from  you  both  to  take. 
And  of  your  gotten  spoyle  tneir  owne  triiimph  to 
make." 

xxv. 

Thereat  Sir  Blandamour,  with  countenance  steme 

All  full  of  wrath,  thus  fiercely  him  bespake ; 

*'  Aread,  thou  squire,  that  [  the  man  may  leame, 

That  dare  fro  me  thinke  Florimell  to  take  ! " 

"  Not  one,"  quoth  he,  "  but  many  doe  partake 

Herein  ;  as  thus  :  it  lately  so  befell,  » 

That  Satyran  a  girdle  did  uptake 

Well  knowne  to  appertaitie  to  Fli>rimell, 

Which  for  her  sake  he  wore,  as  him  beseemed  well. 

XXVI. 

*'  But,  whenas  ahe  berselfe  waa  lost  and  gone, 
Full  many  knights,  that  loved  her  like  deaxe. 
Thereat  did  greatly  grudge,  that  he  alone 
That  lost  faire  ladies  ornament  should  weare. 
And  gan  therefore  close  spight  to  him  to  bears  ; 
Which  he  to  shun,  and  stop  vile  envies  sting. 
Hath  lately  caus'd  to  be  proclaim'd  each  where 
A  solemne  feast,  with  publike  tumeying. 
To  which  all  knights  with  them  their  ladies  are  to 
.bring' 
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*'  And  of  diein  all  siie,  that  it  fayrest  foond, 
^    Shall  hare  that  golden  girdle  for  reward ; 

And  of  those  knighu,  who  is  most  stoat  on  ground. 
Shall  to  that  fairest  ladie  be  prefitfd. 
Since  therefore  she  herselfe  is  now  jonr  ward. 
To  you  that  ornament  of  hers  pertainea. 
Against  sll  those  that  chalenge  it,  to  gard. 
And  Bare  her  honour  with  your  rentrous  paines ; 
That  shall  you  win  more  gloiy  than  ye  here  find 
gaines.^ 

zxTin. 

When  they  the  reason  of  his  words  had  hard. 
They  gan  abate  the  rancour  of  their  rage. 
And  with  their  honours  and  their  lores  regard 
The  furious  flames  of  malice  to  asswage. 
Tho  each  to  other  did  his  faith  enga^, 
lilDB  faithfull  friends  thenceforth  to  loyne  in  one 
With  all  their  force,  and  battell  strong  to  wage 
Gainst  all  those  knights,  as  their  professed  fone, 
That  chaleng'd  oug^t  in  Florimell,  save  they  alone. 


i 


xxznx. 


So,  weD  accorded,  forth  they  rode  together 

In  friendly  sort,  that  lasted  but  s  while ; 

And  of  all  old  dislikes  they  made  faire  weather : 

Vet  wJl  was  for]^'d  and  spred  with  golden  foyle. 

That  under  it  hidde  hate  and  hollow  guyle. 

Ne  certes  can  that  friendship  long  endure, 

Howerer  ny  and  goodly^  be  the  style, 

That  doth  lU  cause  or  evill  end  enure : 

Forvertue  is  the  band  that  bindeth  harts  most  sure. 

XXX, 

Thus  as  they  marched  all  in  close  disguise 

Of  fiiyned  lore,  thej  chaunst  to  orerteke 

Two  icnights  that  hncked  rode  in  lovely  wise, 

As  if  they  secret  counsels  did  partake ; 

And  each  not  farre  behinde  him  had  his  make. 

To  weete,  two  ladies  of  most  goodly  hew. 

That  twizt  themselvee  did  gentle  purpose  make, 

Unmmdfnll  both  of  that  discordfnll  crew. 

The  which  with  speedie  pace  did  after  them  pursew: 

xxxu 

Who,  as  they  now  approched  nigh  at  hand. 
Deeming  them  dougntie  as  they  did  appeare. 
They  sent  that  squire  afore,  to  understand 
What  mote  they  be :  who,  viewing  them  more  neare. 
Returned  readie  newes,  that  those  same  weare 
Two  of  the  prowest  knights  in  Faeiy  Lond ; 

IAnd  these  two  Isdies  their  two  lovers  deare ; 
Couranous  Cambell,  and  stout  Triamond, 
With  Canaoee  and  Cambine  linckt  in  lovdy  bond. 

zzzn. 

Whylome,  as  antique  stories  tellen  us. 
Those  two  were  foes  the  fellonest  on  ground. 
And  battell  made  the  dreddest  daungerous 
That  ever  shrilling  trumpet  did  resound ; 
Though  now  their  acts  be  no  where  to  be  found. 
As  that  lenowmed  poet  them  compyled 
With  warlike  numbers  and  heroicke  sound, 
#  Dan  Chaucer,  well  of  English  undefyled. 
On  fames  etemall  beadroU  worthie  to  be  lyied. 


But  wicked  time  that  all  piod  thoughts  doth  waste. 
And  workes  of  noblest  wits  to  nought  outweare. 
That  &mous  moniment  hath  quite  defaste. 
And  robd  the  world  of  threasure  endlssse  deare. 
The  which  mote  have  enriched  all  us  hears. 
0  curaed  eld,  the  canker-worme  of  writs ! 
How  may  these  rimes,  so  rude  ss  doth  sppeare, 
Hope  to  endure,  sith  workes  of  heavenly  wits 
Are  quite  devourd,  end  brought  to  nought  hy  little 
bits! 


Then  pardon,  O  most  sscred  happie  spirit, 

That  I  thy  labours  lost  may  thus  revive. 

And  stesie  from  thee  the  meede  of  thy  due  merit. 

That  none  durst  ever  whilest  thou  wsst  alire. 

And,  being  dead,  in  vaine  yet  many  strive : 

Ne  dare  I  like ;  bnt,  through  infusion  sweete 

Of  thine  owne  spiril  which  doth  in  me  survive, 

I  follow  here  the  footing  of  thy  feete. 

That  with  thy  meaning  so  I  may  the  rather  meete. 

xxxr, 

Cambelloea  sister  was  fryre  Canacee, 
That  was  the  lesmedst  laidis  in  her  dayes. 
Well  scene  in  ererie  science  that  mote  bee. 
And  every  secret  worke  of  nature's  wayes ; 
In  wittie  riddles ;  and  in  wise  soothsayes ; 
In  power  of  herbes ;  and  tunes  of  beasts  and  burds  -, 
And,  that  augmented  all  her  other  prayse. 
She  modest  was  in  all  her  deedesand  words, 
And  wondrous  ehast  of  life,  yet  lov'd  of  knights  and 
lords. 

xxxvu 

Full  many  lords  and  many  knights  her  loved. 

Yet  she  to  none  of  them  ner  liking  lent, 

Ne  ever  was  with  fond  affection  moved. 

But  rul'd  her  thoughts  with  goodly  govememeut. 

For  dresd  of  blame  end  honours  blemishment ; 

And  eke  unto  her  lookes  a  law  she  made, 

That  none  of  them  once  out  of  order  went,      ^ 

But,  like  to  warie  oentoneU  well  stayd. 

Still  watcht  on  ererj  side,  of  secret  foes  afrayd, 

xxxvn. 

So  much  the  more  as  she  rafusd  to  love, 
So  much  the  more  she  loved  was  and  sought. 
That  oftentimes  unquiet  strife  did  move 
Amongst  her  lovers,  and  great  quarrels  wrought ; 
That  ofl  for  her  in  bloodie  armes  they  fought.         | 
Which  whenas  Cambell,  that  was  stout  and  wise, 
Perceiv'd  would  breede   great  mischiefe,  he  be* 
How  to  prevent  the  perill  that  mote  rise,     [thought 
And  turne  both  him  and  her  to  honour  in  tms  wi«e. 


xzxvxn. 

One  day,  when  kll  that  troupe  of  warlike  wooers 
Assembled  were,  to  weet  wnose  she  should  bee. 
All  mightie  men  and  dreadfull  derring  dooen, 
^The  harder  it  to  make  them  well  agree,) 
Amongst  them  all  this  end  he  did  decree  ; 
That,  of  them  all  which  love  to  her  did  make. 
They  b^  consent  should  chose  tho  stoutest  three 
That  with  himselfe  should  combat  for  her  sake. 
And  of  them  all  the  victour  should  his  sialer  take* 
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Bold  wM  Am  ehdenge,  as  bimaelfe  was  bold. 
And  oourage  fall  of  hanghtie  bazdhnent, 
Ap|>roTad  oft  in  perils  manifold, 
w  hicb  be  aScbier'd  to  bis  great  ornament : 
But  yet  his  sisters  skill  nnto  bim  lent 

I  Most  ttmfideooe  and  bope  of  bappie  speed, 
ConceiTid  by  a  ring  wlucb  sbe  him  sent. 
That,  moogst  the  msnie  rertnes  which  we  reed, 
Hsd  power  to  staimch  al  wounds  that  mortally  did 
bleed* 

XL. 

Well  was  that  rincs  gr^at  rertne  knowen  to  all ; 
That  dread  thereof,  and  bis  redonbted  might. 
Did  all  that  Yonthly  root  so  much  sppall, 
Tbst  none  oi  them  durst  undertake  Uie  fight : 
More  wise  tlwj  weend  to  make  of  lore  delight 
Then  life  to  hazard  for  iaire  ladies  looke ; 
And  jet  uneertaine  by  such  outward  sight, 
Thoogh  for  her  sake  they  all  that  perill  tooke, 
Wbeuer  she  would  them  lore,  or  in  her  liking 
brooke. 

Amongst  thoee  knigbits  there  were  three  brethren 
Three  bolder  brethren  never  were  ybome,        [bold. 
Bone  of  one  mother  in  one  bappie  mold, 
Bonie  at  one  burden  in  one  bappie  mome ; 
Tbriae  bappie  mother,  and  thrise  bappie  mome. 
That  bore  three  such,  three  such  not  to  be  fond  1 
Her  name  was  Agape,  whose  children  weme 
AD  thne  as  one  ;  toe  first  bight  PriimDnd, 
The  seoood  Dyvaend,  the  youngest  'f^amond. 

xux. 

Stovt  Priamond,  but  not  so  strong  to  strike ; 
Strone  Diamond,  bat  not  so  stout  a  knight ; 
Bat  Tntmond  was  stout  and  strong  alike : 
Ob  borsebacke  used  Txiamond  to  fight, 
And  Priamond  on  (bote  bad  more  delight ; 
But  hone  and  foote  knew  Diamond  to  wield : 
With  eaTtai[e  used  Diamond  to  smite» 
Aod  Triamond  to  handle  speare  and  shield. 
Bat  speara  andeuitaxe  botn  nsd  Priamond  in  field. 


xun. 

Tbaae  three  did  lore  each  other  dearaly  well, 
Aad  with  ao  firme  affection  were  allyde, 
As  if  but  one  Male  in  diam  all  did  dwell, 
Wbidb  did  her  powre  into  three  parts  divyde ; 
Like  three  finre  branchea  budding  farre  and  wide, 
Tkai  horn  one  roote  derir'd  their  Wtall  aap : 
Aad,  like  thai  roote  that  doth  her  life  dxTide, 
Their  aodicr  waa ;  and  had  full  blessed  hap 
Tba8»  tfame  ao  noUe  babesto  bring  forth  at  oneclapb 

xixr. 

Theirawtlker  waa  a  Iqr,  and  had  the  akin  / 

Of  secret  tbniga,  and  all  the  powrea  of  nature. 
Which  aba  by  art  could  uteunto  her  will, 
Aad  to  bar  aerviee  bind  each  living  creature, 
Throui^  aeerst  oaderstanding  of  their  fintnre. 
Thereto  aba  waa  right  fatre,  whenso  her  face 
Sbe  hatdiaeorer,  and  of  goodly  atature } 
DoK  ibe,  as  layes  are  wont,  in  prine  place 
Bid  spaddhar  dayaa,  aod  by*d  in  foieats  wyld  to 


XLV. 

There  on  a  day  a  noble  youthly  knight. 
Seeking  adrenturea  in  the  salysge  wood, 
Did  by  great  fortune  get  of  her  the  sight. 
As  she  sate  carelesse  by  a  cristall  flo<M, 
Combing  her  golden  lockes,  as  seemd  her  good ; 
And  unawares  upon  her  laying  hold, 
That  Btroye  in  yaine  htm  long  to  hsye  withstood. 
Oppressed  her,  end  there  (as  it  is  told) 
Got  these  three  loyely  bsbes,that  proy'd  three  charn* 
pions  bold : 

XLyi. 

Which  she  with  her  long  fostred  in  that  wood. 
Till  that  to  ripenesse  of  mans  state  they  gprew : 
Then,  shewing  forth  signea  of  their  fatiieni  blood. 
They  loved  armee,  and  knighthood  did  ensew. 
Seeking  adventures  where  they  anie  knew. 
Which  when  their  mother  saw,  she  gan  to  dout 
Their  safetie  ;  least  by  searching  daungerb  new 
And  rash  provoking  perils  all  about. 
Their  days  mote  be  abridged  through  their  corage 
stout. 

xLvn. 

Therefore  desirous  th'  end  of  all  their  dayes 
To  know,  and  them  t'  enlarge  with  long  extent. 
By  wondrous  skill  and  many  hidden  wayes 
To  the  three  fatall  sisters  house  she  went ; 
Farre  under  ground  from  tract  of  living  went, 
Downe  in  the  bottome  of  the  deepe  abysse. 
Where  Demogorgon  in  dull  darknesse  pent 
Farre  from  the  view  of  gods  and  heavens  bliss 
The  hideous  chaos  keepes,  their  dreadfull  dwelling 
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There  sbe  them  found  all  sitting  round  about 
The  direfuU  distaffe  standing  in  the  mid. 
And  with  unwearied  fingers  drawing  out 
The  lines  of  life,  from  living  knowledge  hid. 
Sad  Clotfao  held  the  rocke,  the  whiles  the  thrid 
By  griesly  Lacbesis  was  spun  with  peine, 
That  cruell  Atropos  efisoones  undid. 
With  cursed  knife  cutting  the  twist  in  twaine  : 
Most  wretched  men,  whose  dayea  depend  on  thrids 
so  yaine! 

xux. 

She,  them  saluting  there,  by  them  sate  still 

Beholding  how  the  thrids  of  life  they  span : 

And  when  at  last  she  had  beheld  her  fill. 

Trembling  in  heart,  and  looking  pale  and  wan. 

Her  cause  of  oomming  she  to  tell  began. 

To  whom  fierce  Atropos  ;  "  Bold  fay,  that  durat 

Come  see  the  secret  of  the  life  of  man. 

Well  worthie  thou  to  be  of  love  accurat. 

And  eke  thy  childrena  thrids  to  be  aaonder  buret  1' 


Whereat  sbe  sore  affrayd  yet  her  beaought 
To  g^unt  her  boone,  and  rigour  to  abate. 
That  she  miffhtsee  her  childrena  thrids  forth  brought, 
And  know  &e  meaaure  of  their  utmoat  date 
To  them  ordained  by  etemall  fate : 
Which  Clotho  graunting  abewed  her  the  same. 
That  when  ahe  saw,  it  (fid  her  much  amate 
To  see  their  thrids  so  thin,  aa  apidera  frame. 
And  eke  so  abort,  that  seemd  their  enda  out  ahoitlj 
came.  o  2 
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81m  then  begin  them  hombly  to  intreite 

To  draw  them  longer  out»  end  better  twine. 

That  so  their  lives  might  be  prolonged  kte : 

But  Lachesis  thereat  gan  to  repine, 

And  sayd  ;  "  Fond  (ume  !  that  deem'st  of  things 

As  of  hum&ne,  that  they  may  altred  bee,        [divine 

And  chaong'd  at  pleasure  for  those  impes  of  thine : 

Not  so ;  for  what  the  fttes  do  onoe  decree. 

Not  all  the  gods  can  chaunge,  nor  love  himself  can 

III. 

"  Then  since,"  qnodi  she, "  the  terme  of  eaeh  mans 
For  nought  may  lessened  nor  enlarged  bee ;       Rife 
Graunt  Uiis ;  that  when  ye  ahred  with  &taU  knue 
His  line,  which  is  the  eldest  of  the  three. 
Which  is  of  them  the  shortest,  as  I  see, 
Eftsoones  his  life  may  passe  into  the  next ; 
And,  when  the  next  shall  likewise  ended  bee. 
That  both  their  lives  may  likewise  be  annext 
Untoth   third,  that  his  may  be  so  trebly  west." 


They  graunted  it ;  and  then  that  carefnll  Faj 
Departed  thence  with  Aill  contented  mynd  , 
And,  comming  home,  in  warlike  firesh  aray 
Them  found  ul  three  according  to  their  kynd  ; 
But  unto  them  what  destinie  was  assynd. 
Or  how  their  lives  were  eekt,  she  did  not  tell ; 
But  evermore,  when  she  fit  time  could  fynd, 
She  warned  them  to  tend  their  safeties  well. 
And  loTS  each  other  dears,  whatarer  them  befell. 


So  did  they  sarsly  during  all  their  d^es. 
And  never  discora  did  amongst  them  fall ; 
Which  much  augmented  all  Uieir  other  praise : 
And  now,  t'  increase  affection  natural!, 
In  love  of  Canaoee  they  ioyned  all : 
Upon  which  ground  tlus  same  great  battell  grew 
(Ureat  matter  growing  of  beginning  small,) 
The  which,  for  length,  I  will  not  here  puisew. 
But  father  will  reserve  it  for  a  canto  new. 


CANTO  IIL 

The  Battell  twixt  three  brethren  with 

Cambell  for  Canacee : 
Cambina  with  true  friendships  bond 

Doth  their  long  strife  sgree. 


O  t  war  doe  wretched  men  so  much  desire 
To  drew  their  dayes  unto  the  utmost  date, 
And  doe  not  retner  wish  them  soone  expire ; 
Knowing  the  miserie  of  their  estate. 
And  thousand  perills  which  them  still  awate. 
Tossing  them  like  a  boate  amid  the  mayne. 
That  every  houre  they  knocke  at  Deathes  gate ! 
And  he  that  happie  seemes  and  least  in  payne, 
Yet  is  as  nigh  his  end  as  he  that  most  doth  playne. 

Therefore  this  fay  I  hold  but  fond  and  vaine. 

The  which,  in  seeking  for  her  children  three 

Long  life,  thereby  did  more  prolong  their  peine : 

Yet  whilest  they  lived  noi^e  did  evrr  see 

More  happie  creatures  then  they  seem'd  to  bee ; 

Nor  more  ennobled  for  dieir  courtesie, 

That  made  them  dearely  lov'd  of  each  degree ; 

Ne  more  renowmed  for  their  chevalrie, 

That  made  them  dreaded  much  of  all  men  farre  and 


mOi 


m. 


These  three  that  bardie  chalenge  tooke  in  hand. 
For  Canacee  with  Cambell  for  to  fight : 
The  day  was  set,  that  all  might  uncfersUmd, 
And  pledges  pawnd  the  ssme  to  keepe  ari^t : 
That  day,  (the  dreddest  day  that  livmg  wight 
Did  ever  see  upon  this  world  to  shine,) 
So  soone  as  heavens  window  shewed  light. 
These  warlike  champions,  all  in  armour  ahine. 
Assembled  were  in  field  Uie  ohalenge  to  define. 


IT. 

The  field  with  listes  was  all  about  endos'd. 

To  barre  the  prease  of  people  farre  away ; 

And  at  ih*  one  side  sixe  iudires  were  disposed. 

To  view  end  deeme  the  deeaes  of  armes  that  day; 

And  on  the  other  side  in  firesh  aray 

Fayre  Canacee  upon  a  stately  stage 

Waa  set,  to  see  ue  fortune  of  that  fray 

And  to  be  aeene,  as  his  mosVworthy  wage 

That  could  her  purebaae  with  his  Uve's  adventnr'd 

▼. 

Then  entred  Cambell  fint  into  the  list. 
With  stately  steps  and  fearelesse  oountenanoe, 
Aa  if  the  conquest  his  he  surely  wist. 
Soone  after  did  the  brethren  three  advance 
In  breve  anj  and  goodly  amenance, 
With  suctchins  gilt  and  bannera  briMid  displayd ; 
And,  marching  Uirise  in  warlike  ordinance, 
Tbrise  lowted  lowly  to  the  noble  Mavd  ; 
The  whilea  ahril  trompets  snd  loud  ciarionB  sweetly 
playd. 

vx 

Which  doen,  the  doughty  chalenger  came  ferth. 

All  arm'd  to  point,  his  chslenge  to  abet : 

Gainst  whom  Sir  Priamond,  with  eqnidl  worth 

And  equall  armea,  himselfe  did  forwwd  set. 

A  trompet  blew  ;  they  both  together  met 

With  dresdfull  force  and  furious  intent, 

Csrelesse  of  perill  in  their  fien  affiet. 

As  if  that  life  to  losse  they  had  forelent. 

And  cared  not  to  spare  that  ahovldbe  ahortly  spent 
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Riglit  pnetieke  ww»  Sir  Priamond  in  figbt, 
Ai^  tiuonghlj  sldld  in  ose  of  shield  uid  spMre ; 
Ne  lease  epprored  wms  Cambelloes  might, 
Ne  hMee  hu  skill  in  weapons  did  appesre ; 
That  hard  it  was  to  weene  which  hsraer  were. 
Full  man?  migfatie  atrokea  on  either  side 
Were  sent,  that  seemed  death  in  them  to  bears ; 
But  they  were  both  so  watchfall  and  well  erde, 
That  tfaaj  aToj^ded  ware»  and  Tsinely  hy  did  slyde. 


Tin. 

Yet  one,  of  many,  waa  so  strongly  bent 
^  Priamond,  that  with  nnlnckie  glannoe 
Thioaf  h  Gambels  shoulder  it  unwarely  went. 
That  loroed  him  his  shield  to  disadTaonce  : 
Much  was  he  grieved  with  that  graoelesse  chaonce ', 
Yet  from  the  wound  no  drop  of  blond  there  fell. 
But  woodrons  patne  that  did  the  more  enhaunce 
His  haaghtie  oonrage  to  aTengement  fell : 
Smart  <hanta  not  mighty  hmts,  bat  makes  them 
mora  to  swell. 

IS. 

With  that,  hia  poynant  spears  he  fierce  arentred 
With  doubled  force  close  nndemeath  his  shield. 
That  through  the  mayles  into  his  thigh  it  entred. 
And,  there  arresting,  readie  way  did  jrield 
For  blood  to  gnsh  tonrth  on  the  grassie  field ; 
That  he  for  imine  himselfe  n'ot  right  npreare. 
But  to  and  no  in  great  amazement  reerd  ; 
like  an  old  oke,  whose  pith  and  sap  ia  seare, 
At  pofife  of  oTSiy  storme  ooth  stagger  here  and  theare. 

Whom  ao  diamayd  when  Cambell  had  espide, 
Againe  he  drenre  at  him  with  doable  mignt. 
That  nought  mote  stay  the  Steele,  till  in  his  side 
The  morddl^point  most  croelly  empight ; 
Where  fast  mfized,  whilest  he  sought  by  slight 
It  fimh  to  wrest,  tiie  staffs  asunder  brake. 
And  left  the  head  behinde :  with  which  despight 
He  sll  enrag'd  his  shiTering  speare  did  shake. 
And  ehavging  him  afresh  thus  fi»lly  him  bespake : 


*'Lo!  fiutonr,  there  thy  meede  onto  thee  take, 
The  meede  of  thy  mischalenge  and  abet : 
Not  for  thine  owne,  bat  for  tiiy  aisters  sake, 
Have  I  thua  long  thy  lifr  onto  thee  let : 
Bat  to  (brbeare  doth  not  forjpve  the  det." 
The  wicked  weapon  heard  hu  wrathfull  vow  ; 
And,  poasing  forth  with  fnrious  affret, 
PisKst  through  his  bever  quite  into  his  brow, 
TW  with  the  Ibroe  it  backward  forced  him  to  bow. 

zn. 

Therewith  aaonder  in  the  midst  it  brast. 

And  in  his  hand  nought  but  the  troncheon  left ; 

The  other  halfe  behind  yet  sticking  fast 

One  of  hie  hesd^peeee  Cambell  fiercely  refl. 

And  with  each  fuiie  backe  at  him  it  hef^ 

That.  amkiBg  way  unto  his  devest  life, 

Ria  weMBDd-ptpe  it  through  his  gorget  cleft  t 

Thane*  atreames  of  purple  bloud  issuing  rife 

Lai  fiocfh  hia  weatie  ghoat^and  madeanend  of  strife 


xm. 


Hia  wearie  ghost  assoyld  from  fleshly  band 

Did  not,  as  others  wont,  directly  fly 

Unto  her  rest  in  Plutoes  griesly  land  ; 

Ne  into  ayre  did  vanish  presently ; 

Ne  ohaunged  was  into  a  starre  in  sky ; 

But  through  traduction  was  eftsoones  derived. 

Like  as  his  mother  prayed  the  Destinie, 

Into  his  other  brethren  that  survived, 

In  whom  he  liv'd  anew,  of  former  life  deprived. 


XXV. 


Whom  when  on  ground  his  brother  next  beheld. 
Though  sad  and  sorrie  for  so  heavy  sight. 
Yet  leave  unto  his  sorrow  did  not  yeeld  ; 
But  rather  stir'd  to  vengeance  and  despight. 
Through  secret  feeling  of  his  seneroos  spright, 
Ruaht  fiercely  forth,  ue  batteU  to  renew, 
As  in  reversion  of  hii  brothere  right ; 
And  chalenging  the  virgin  as  his  dew. 
His  foe  was  soone  adc&est :  the  trompeta  freshly 
blew. 

XV. 

With  that  they  both  together  fiercely  met. 
As  if  that  eacn  ment  ouer  to  devoure ; 
And  with  their  axes  both  so  sorely  bet. 
That  nether  plate  nor  mayle,  whereas  their  powre 
They  felt,  coold  once  sustaine  the  hideoua  stowre. 
But  rived  were;  like  rotten  wood,  asunder;  [showre, 
AVhilest  through  their  rifts  the  mddie  bloud  did 
And  fire  did  flash,  like  lightning  after  thunder, 
Thatfild  the  looken  on  attonce  with  rutii  and  wonder. 


xvx. 

As  when  two  tygMv  prickt  with  hungen  rage 
Have  by  good  fortune  found  some  beasts  fresh  spoyle. 
On  which  they  weene  their  famine  to  asswage. 
And  gaine  a  feastfuU  guerdon  of  their  toyle ; 
Both  falling  out  doe  stirre  up  strifefuU  broyle. 
And  cruell  battell  twixt  themselves  doe  make, 
Whiles  neither  lets  the  other  touch  the  soyle. 
But  either  sdeigns  with  other  to  partake : 
So  cruelly  those  knights  strove  for  that  ladies  sake. 

xvn. 

Full  many  strokes,  that  mortally  were  ment. 
The  whilea  were  interchaunged  twixt  them  two , 
Yet  they  were  all  with  so  eood  wariment 
Or  warded,  or  avoyded  and  let  goe. 
That  still  the  life  stood  fearelease  of  her  foe; 
Till  Diamond,  disdeigning  long  delay 
Of  doubtfull  fortune  wavering  to  and  fino, 
Reaolv'd  to  end  it  one  or  other  way ; 
And  heav'd  his  murdrous  axe  at  him  with  mighty 
away. 


The  dreadfull  atroke,  in  case  it  had  arrived 
Where  it  was  ment,  (so  deadly  it  was  ment,) 
The  soule  had  sure  out  of  his  body  rived. 
And  stinted  sll  the  strife  incontinent ; 
But  Cambeb  fate  that  fortune  did  prevent :  4 

For,  seeing  it  at  hand,  he  swarv'd  asyde. 
And  80  gave  way  unto  his  fell  intent ; 
Who,  missing  of  the  marke  which  he  had  eyde, 
Waa  with  the  force  nigh  fold  whilst  hit  right  foot 
did  alyde. 
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As  wb«n  t  Tultore  greedie  of  his  pray, 
Tlirongh  hunger  long  tbst  hart  to  him  doth  lend, 
Strikes  tt  an  heron  with  all  his  bodies  sway, 
That  from  his  force  seemes  nought  mar  it  defend  ; 
The  wane  fowle,  that  spies  him  towani  bend 
His  dieadfuU  souse,  SToydes  it,  shunning  light. 
And  maketh  him  his  wins  in  Tsine  to  spena  ; 
That  with  the  weight  of  ms  owne  weelolesse  might 
He  fidleth  nigh  to  ground,  and  scarse  recorereth 
flight, 

XX, 

Which  faire  adventure  when  Cambello  spide, 
Full  liffhtly,  ere  himselfe  he  could  recower 
From  oaungen  dread  to  ward  his  naked  side. 
He  can  let  drive  at  him  with  all  his  power, 
And  with  his  axe  him  smote  in  eriU  bower. 
That  from  his  shoulders  auite  his  head  he  reft :      « 
The  hesdlesse  tronke,  as  needlesse  of  that  stower. 
Stood  still  awhile,  and  his  fast  footing  kept ; 
Till,  feeling  life  to  fayle,  it  fell,  and  deadly  alept 


XXX. 

They,  which  that  piteous  spectacle  beheld, 

Were  much  amaz*d  the  headlesse  tronke  to  see 

Stand  up  so  long  and  weapon  raine  to  weld, 

Unweetmg  of  the  Fates  dirine  decree 

For  lifes  succession  in  those  brethren  three. 

For  notwithstanding  that  one  soule  was  reft. 

Yet  had  the  bodie  not  dismembred  bee. 

It  would  have  lived,  and  revived  eft ; 

But,  finding  no  fit  seat,  the  lifelesse  corse  it  left. 

xxn. 

It  left ;  but  that  same  soule  which  thersin  dwelt, 

Streight  entring  into  Triamond  him  fild 

With  double  Ufe  and  griefe ;  which  when  ne  felt. 

As  one  whose  inner  parts  had  bene  ythrild 

With  point  of  Steele  that  close  his  bartbloud  spQd, 

He  lightlv  lept  out  of  his  place  of  rest. 

And,  rusning  forth  into  the  emptie  field. 

Against  Cambello  fiercely  him  addrest ; 

Who,  him  afironting  soone,  to  fight  was  readie  prest 

xiin. 

Well  mote  ye  wonder  how  that  noble  knight. 
After  he  hsd  so  often  wounded  beene. 
Could  stand  on  foot  now  to  renew  the  fight : 
But  had  ye  then  him  forth  advaundng  scene. 
Some  newborne  wight  ve  would  him  surely  weene ; 
So  fresh  he  seemed  ana  so  fierce  in  sight ; 
Like  as  a  snake,  whom  wearie  wintere  teene 
Hath  worne  to  nought,  now  feeling  sommen  might 
Casts  off  his  reg^geo  skin  and  freshly  doth  him  digbt 

xxnr. 

All  was,  through  vertue  of  the  ring  he  wore ; 
0  The  which  not  onely  did  not  from  him  let 
One  drop  of  bloud  to  fall,  but  did  restore 
His  weakned  powen,  and  dulled  spirits  whet, 
Through  working  of  the  stone  therein  yset. 
Else  how  could  one  of  equall  might  with  most. 
Against  so  many  no  lesse  mightie  met. 
Once  thinke  to  match  three  such  on  equall  cost. 
Three  such  as  able  were  to  match  a  puissant  host  1 


XXV. 

Yet  nought  dioreof  was  Triamond  adredde, 

Ne  desperate  of  glorious  viotorie  ; 

But  shaipely  him  assayld,  and  sore  bestedde 

With  heapes  of  strokes,  which  he  at  him  let  Ilie 

As  thicke  as  hayle  forth  poured  from  the  akie : 

He  stroke,  he  soust,  he  foynd,  he  hewd,  he  lasht. 

And  did  his  yron  brond  so  fast  applie. 

That  from  the  same  the  fierie  sparkles  fiaaht, 

As  fast  as  water-cprinkles  gainst  a  rocke  are  daaht 

XXVI. 

Much  was  Csmbello  daunted  with  bis  blowet ; 
So  thicke  they  fell,  and  forcibly  were  sent. 
That  he  was  fbrat  from  daunger  of  the  throwes 
Backe  to  retire,  and  somewh^  to  relent, 
Till  th'  beat  of  his  fierce  furie  he  had  spent : 
Which  when  for  want  of  breath  gan  to  abate. 
He  then  afresh  with  new  encouragement 
Did  him  assayle,  and  mightily  amate. 
As  frst,  as  forward  erst,  now  backward  to  retnte. 

xxvu. 

Like  as  the  tide,  that  conies  fro  th'  ocean  mayne, 
Flowes  up  the  Shensn  with  contririe  fbrse. 
And,  over-ruling  him  in  his  owne  nyne. 
Drives  backe  the  current  of  his  kindly  course. 
And  makes  it  seeme  to  have  some  other  sourae ; 
But  when  the  floud  is  spent,  then  backe  againe 
His  borrowed  waten  fbrst  to  re-disbourse, 
He  sends  tiie  sea  his  owne  with  double  gaine, 
And  tribute  eke  withall,  as  to  his  soversine. 

zxvni. 

Tboa  did  the  batten  vane  to  and  firo, 

With  diverse  fortune  doubtfnU  to  be  deemed  : 

Now  this  the  better  hsd,  now  had  hia  fo ; 

Then  he  haUe  vanquisht,  then  the  other  seemed ; 

Yet  victon  both  themselves  alwaves  esteemed  : 

And  all  the  while  the  diaentraylea  blood 

Adowne  their  sides  like  Utle  nven  stremed. 

That  with  the  wastinff  of  his  vitall  flood 

Sir  Triamond  at  last  full  faint  and  feeble  stood. 

xxn. 

But  Cambell  still  more  strong  and  greater  ^rew, 
Ne  felt  his  blood  to  wast,  ne  powres  empensht. 
Through  that  ringa  vertue,  that  with  vigour  new, 
Still  whenas  he  enfeebled  was,  him  cherisht. 
And  all  his  wounds  and  all  his  bruses  guarisht : 
like  as  a  withered  tree,  through  husbands  toyle, 
Is  often  seene  full  freshly  to  have  florisht. 
And  fruitfull  apples  to  have  bone  awhile, 
As  fresh  as  when  it  fint  was  planted  in  the  aoyte. 


Through  which  advantage,  in  his  strength  he  rose 
And  smote  the  other  wi3i  so  wondrous  might. 
That  through  the  seame  which  did  his  hauberk  doas 
Into  his  throate  and  life  it  pierced  quight. 
That  downe  he  fell  as  dead  in  all  mens  sight: 
Yet  dead  he  was  not ;  yet  he  sure  did  die. 
As  all  men  do  that  lose  the  living  spright: 
So  did  one  soule  out  of  his  bodie  flie 
Unto  ber  native  home  from  mortall  mitferie. 
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Nepenthe  is  »  drinok  of  Bovenyne  ^nce. 
Devized  by  the  gods  for  to  asswage 
Harts  grief,  and  bitter  gall  away  to  chace 
Which  stirs  np  anguish  and  contentious  rage  : 
Instead  thereof  sweet  peace  and  quietage 
It  doth  establish  in  the  troubled  mynd. 
Few  men,  but  such  as  sober  are  and  sage, 
Are  by  the  gods  to  drinck  thereof  assynd  ; 
But  such  as  drinck,  etemall  happinesse  do  fynd. 

XUT. 

Such  famous  men,  such  worthies  of  the  earth. 
As  lore  will  hare  advaunced  to  the  side. 
And  there  made  gods,  though  borne  of  mortall  berth. 
For  their  high  merits  and  great  dignide. 
Are  wont,  before  they  may  to  heaven  flie. 
To  drincke  hereof ;  whereby  all  cares  forepast 
Are  washt  away  quite  from  their  memorie : 
So  did  those  olde  heroes  hereof  taste, 
Before  that  they  in  blisse  amongst  the  gods  were 
plaste. 

XLT. 

Much  more  of  price  and  of  more  gratious  powre 
Is  this,  then  that  same  water  of  Ardenne, 
The  which  Rinaldo  drunck  in  happie  howre, 
Described  by  that  famous  Tuscane  penne  : 
For  that  had  might  to  change  the  hearts  of  men 
Fro  lore  to  hate,  a  change  of  evill  choise  : 
But  this  doth  hatred  make  in  love  to  brenne. 
And  heavy  heart  with  comfort  doth  rejoyce. 
Who  would  not  to  this  vertue  rather  yeeld  his  voice ! 

ZLVI. 

At  last  arriving  bv  the  listes  side 
Shee  with  her  rod  did  softly  smite  the  raile. 
Which  straight  flew  ope  and  gave  her  way  to  ride. 
Eftsoones  out  of  her  coch  she  gan  availe. 
And  pacing  fairely  forth  did  bid  all  haile 
First  to  her  brother  whom  she  loved  deare. 
That  so  to  see  him  made  her  heart  to  quaile  ; 
And  next  to  Cambell,  whose  sad  ruefull  cheare 
Made  her  to  change  her  hew,  and  hidden  love  t'  ap- 
peare. 

XLvn. 

They  lightly  her  requit,  (for  small  delight 
They  had  as  then  her  long  to  entertaine.) 
And  eft  them  turned  both  againe  to  fight : 
Which  when  she  saw,  downe  on  the  bloudy  platne 
Herselfe  she  threw,  and  teares  gan  shed  amaine  ; 
Amongst  her  teares  immixing  prayers  meeke. 
And  with  her  prayers  reasons,  to  restraine 
From  blouddy  strife ;  and,  blessed  peace  to  seeke, 
By  all  that  unto  them  was  deare  did  them  beseeke. 


ZLvni. 


But  whenas  all  might  nought  with  them  prevaile. 
She  smote  them  lightly  with  her  powrefuU  wand : 
Then  suddenly,  as  if  their  hearts  did  fsile. 
Their  wratlifuU  blades  downe  fell  out  of  their  hsnd. 
And  they,  like  men  astonisht,  still  did  stand. 
Thus  whilest  their  minds  were  doubtfully  distraught. 
And  mighty  spirites  bound  with  mightier  band, 
Her  golden  cup  to  them  for  drinke  she  raught. 
Whereof,  full  glad  for  thirst,  ech  drunk  an  harty  | 
draught: 


xux. 


Of  which  so  soone  aa  they  once  tasted  had. 
Wonder  it  is  that  sudden  change  to  see : 
Instead  of  strokes,  each  other  kissed  glad. 
And  lovely  haulst,  from  feare  of  treason  free. 
And  plighted  hands,  for  ever  friends  to  be. 
When  all  men  saw  this  sudden  change  of  things. 
So  mortall  foes  so  friendly  to  agree. 
For  passing  xoy,  which  so  great  marvaile  brings. 
They  all  gan  about  aloud,  uat  all  the  heaven  rings. 


All  which  when  gentle  Canacee  beheld. 
In  hast  she  from  ner  lo%  chaire  descended. 
To  weet  what  sudden  tidings  wss  befeld  : 
Where  when  she  saw  that  crueU  war  so  ended. 
And  deadly  foes  so  fiuthfully  affiwnded. 
In  lovely  wise  she  gan  that  lady  greet. 
Which  had  so  great  dismay  ao  well  amended  ; 
And,  entertaining  her  with  curt'aies  meet, 
Profest  to  her  true  friendshq)  and  affection  sweet. 

Thus  when  they  all  accorded  goodlv  were. 
The  trumpets  sounded,  and  they  all  arose. 
Thence  to  depart  with  glee  and  gladsome  chere. 
Those  warlike  champions  both  together  chose 
Homeward  to  march,  themselves  there  to  repose : 
And  wise  Csmbina.  taking  by  her  side 
Faire  Canacee  as  fresh  ss  morning  rose. 
Unto  her  coch  remounting,  home  did  nide, 
Admir'd  of  all  the  people  and  much  glorifide. 

uz. 

Where  making  ioyons  feast  their  daies  they  spent 
In  perfect  love,  devoide  of  hatefuU  strife,      . 
Allide  with  bands  of  mutuall  couplement ; 
For  Triamond  had  Canacee  to  wiie. 
With  whom  he  ledd  a  long  and  hapnie  life  ;j 
And  Cambel  tooke  Cambina  to  his  nere,       I 
The  which  as  life  were  each  to  other  liefe.  \ 
So  aU  alike  did  love,  and  loved  were. 
That  since  their  days  such  lovers  were  not  found 
els  were. 
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CANTO  IV. 


ror  lof«  of  Flonnell 
iitwniwt  wnaas  tiie  priv  fron  tilt 
And  Ana^doCh^odL 


It  oftn  fib,  (m  lim  it  Mnt  IwAll,) 

That  nortill  toM  doe  tome  to  fiuthlol 

And  frienda  DrofiMtaraclmaigd  tofiMBflafeD: 

The  enaae  of  both  of  both  their  minde  depends ; 

And  th' end  of  both  likewise  of  both  their  ends : 

For  enmitie,  that  of  no  ill  proeeeda 

But  of  occaainn,  with  th*  occasion  enda ; 

And  friendship,  which  a  faint  affection  btecda 

Without  regard  of  good,  dyea  like  iU-gnmnded  aeeda. 

That  wen  (me  aeemea)  appeaiee  hw  that  of  late 

Twixt  CambeU  and  Sir  Triamond  iMfcU ; 

As  als  bj  this  ^  that  now  a  new  debete 

Stird  up  twixt  Blandamonr  and  ParideH, 

The  whieh  bj  coorae  be&la  me  hero  to  tell :    ^ 

Who,  having  those  two  other  knights  eepide 

Msrchine  sK»re,  as  ye  remember  well. 

Sent  forth  their  squiie  to  hsTS  them  both  deecride. 

And  eka  those  maaked  ladies  ridins  them  beaide. 


in* 

Who  backs  retnnung  told,  aa  he  had  scene. 
That  they  were  dooghtie  knights  of  dreaded  name ; 
And  thoae  two  ladiea  their  two  lorea  onseene ; 
And  therefore  wiabt  them  without  blot  or  blame 
To  let  them  passe  at  will,  for  dresd  of  shame. 
But  Blandamour  full  of  Tain-glorious  spright. 
And  rather  stird  by  bis  diseordAill  dsme, 
Upon  them  glsdly  would  hsTe  proT'd  his  might,     » 
But  that  he  yet  wis  sore  of  his  late  luckleaae  fight. 

IT. 

Yet  nigh  approehing  he  them  fowle  bespake. 
Disgracing  them,  huueUe  thereby  to  grace 
As  wss  his  wont ;  so  weening  way  to  make 
To  ladies  loTe,  whereeo  he  came  in  place. 
And  with  lewd  termes  their  loTcrs  to  de&ce. 
Whose  sharps  proTokement  them  inoenst  to  sore. 
That  both  were  bent  t'  aTcnge  his  usage  base, 
And  gan  their  shields  addresse  themielTes  afore : 
For  erill  daedee  may  better  then  bad  words  be  bore. 


T. 

But  hin  Ctmbina  with  perswasiona  myld 
Bid  mitigate  the  fieroeneeee  of  their  mode. 
That  tor  the  present  they  were  reooncvrd, 
And  gan  to  treato  of  deeda  of  armea  abrode. 
And  atraage  adTentnres,  all  the  way  they  rode : 
AaoDgat  Uie  which  the^  told,  as  tnen  befell. 
Of  that  great  tomey  which  waa  biased  brode,    | 
For  that  rich  girdle  of  fiure  Flonmell, 
The  pfiae  of  her  which  did  in  beantie  most  ezoelL 


To  whidi  fiAe-BBOIa  they  all  with  one  consent, 
8ith  eedi  of  them  his  Isdie  had  him  by, 
Wboee  beeutie  each  of  them  thought  excellent. 
Agreed  to  txBTeD,  and  their  fortunes  try. 
So  aa  they  paaaed  forth,  they  did  espy 
One  in  bright  armea  with  ready  tptmn  in  reat. 
That  toward  them  his  course  seem'd  to  apply  ; 
Gainst  whom  Sir  Ptoidell  himaelfo  addrest,  * 

Him  weening,  ere  he  nigh  approcht,  to  haTs  repreat. 

m. 

Which  th*odier  Mnng  g>n  his  course  relent. 
And  Taunted  speare  ^Mones  to  disadTSunoe, 
As  if  he  naught  but  peace  and  pleasure  ment. 
Now  fidne  into  their  foUowship  by  chsnoe ; 
Wliereet  they  shewed  curteous  oountenannoe. 
So  as  he  rode  with  them  scoompenide. 
His  roTing  eie  did  on  the  lady  gisunce  ^ 
Which  Blsndsmour  had  riding  by  hie  side ; 
Whom  sure  he  weend  that  he  somewhere  tofore  had 


Tin. 

It  waa  to  weete  that  snowy  Florimell,  ^ 

Which  Fenau  late  fiom  Braggsdochio  wonne ; 
Whom  he  now  aeeing,  her  remembred  well. 
How  haTing  reft  her  from  the  witchea  sonne. 
He  BOone  her  lost :  wherefore  he  now  begunne 
To  chsllenge  her  anew,  as  his  owns  prise. 
Whom  formerly  he  bed  in  batteU  wonne. 
And  proffer  made  by  force  her  to  reprise : 
Which  soomefull  offer  Blandamour  gan  soone  drv 
pise  J 

IX. 

And  said ;  "  Sir  Knight,  sith  ye  this  Isdy  dame. 

Whom  he  that  hath  were  loth  to  lose  eo  light, 

(For  so  to  lose  a  lady  were  great  shame,) 

Yee  shall  her  winne,  as  I  have  done,  in  fight : 

And  lo  1  shee  shsll  be  placed  here  in  sight 

Together  with  this  hag  beside  her  set. 

That  whoso  winnes  her  may  her  haTC  by  right ; 

But  he  shall  hsTs  the  bag  that  is  ybet, 

And  with  her  alwaies  ride,  tOl  he  another  get." 


That  offer  pleased  all  the  company . 

So  Florimell  with  At^  forth  was  brou(|^ht. 

At  which  they  all  gan  laugh  full  merrdy : 

But  Braggadochio  aaid,  he  ncTer  thougnt  % 

For  such  an  hag,  that  seemed  worst  then  nougl  *, 

His  person  to  emperiU  so  in  fiffht : 

But  if  to  match  that  lady  they  had  aought 

Another  like,  that  were  like  ftire  and  bnj^ht. 

His  life  he  then  would  spend  to  iustifie  bis  rigl ' 
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At  wkioh  his  Tiiiie  excuse  they  i^  gis  smile. 

As  scorning  his  unmsnl j  cowsrdiae : 

And  Florimell  him  fowly  gan  xevile, 

That  for  her  sake  reAis'a  to  enterprise 

The  battell,  offred  in  so  knightly  wise ; 

And  Atd  eke  prorokt  him  privify 

WiUi  lore  of  oer,  and  shame  of  much  mespriie. 

But  naaght  he  car'd  for  friend  or  enemy ; 

For  in  hase  mind  nor  friendship  dwels  nor  eomi^. 


Bat  CsmheU  thns  did  shut  up  all  in  iest ; 
"  Brare  bughts  and  ladies,  certes  ye  do  wrong 
To  stirre  up  strife,  when  most  us  needeth  rest. 
That  we  may  us  reserre  hoth  fresh  and  atrong 
I  Against  the  tumeiment  which  is  not  long, 
When  whoso  list  to  fight  may  fight  his  ml : 
Tin  then  your  challenges  ye  may  prolong ; 
And  then  it  shall  he  tried,  if  ye  wiU, 
Whelher  shsll  hare  the  hag,  or  hoUl  the  lady  sdU.** 

znx* 

They  all  agreed ;  so,  turning  all  to  game 
And  pleasaunt  bord,  they  past  forth  on  their  way ; 
And  all  that  while,  whereso  they  rode  or  came  ; 
That  masked  mock-knight  was  their  sport  and  play. 
Till  that  at  length  upon  th'  appointed  day 
Unto  the  place  of  tumeyment  they  came ; 
Where  they  before  them  found  in  fresh  sn^ 
Msnie  a  brave  knight  and  manie  a  daintie  dame 
Assembled  for  to  get  the  honour  of  that  game. 

ZIT. 

There  this  fiure  crew  arriving  did  divide 
Themselves  asunder :  Blandamour  with  those 
Of  his  on  th'  one,  the  rest  on  th'  other  side. 
4  But  boastful  Bragwadochio  rather  chose. 
For  glorie  vaine,  their  fellowship  to  lose. 
That  men  on  him  the  more  might  sase  alone. 
The  rest  themselves  in  troupes  did  else  dispose, 
Like  ss  it  seemed  best  to  every  one ; 
The  knights  in  couples  msrcht  with  ladies  linckt 
attone. 

XT. 

Then  first  of  all  forth  came  Sir  Satyrane, 

Bearioff  that  precious  relicke  in  sn  srke 

Of  ^Id,  that  oad  eyes  might  it  not  prophane  i 

Which  drawing  sonly  forSi  out  of  the  darke, 

He  open  shewd,  that  aU  men  it  mote  marke  $ 

A  ^rgeous  girdle,  curiously  embost  [marke ; 

With  pearle  and  precious  stone,  worth  many  a 

Yet  did  the  workmanship  farre  passe  the  cost : 

It  was  the  same  which  lately  Fliorimell  had  lost. 

XVI. 

The  same  alofte  he  hung  in  open  rew. 
To  be  the  prise  of  beautie  ana  of  might ; 
The  which,  eftsoonea  discovered,  to  it  drew 
The  eyes  of  all,  allur*d  with  close  delight. 
And  hearts  quite  robbed  with  so  glorious  sight, 
That  all  men  threw  out  vowea  and  wishes  vaine. 
Thrise  happie  ladie,  and  thrise  happie  knight. 
Them  aeemd  that  could  so  goodly  riches  nine. 
So  worthie  of  the  perill,  wuthy  of  the  peine. 


Then  tooke  the  bold  Sir  Satyrane  in  hand 

An  huge  great  speere,  such  ss  he  wont  to  wield« 

And.  vauncing  forth  from  all  the  other  band 

Of  knights,  sddrest  his  maiden-headed  shield. 

Shewing  himselfe  all  ready  for  the  field  : 

Gainst  whom  there  singled  from  the  other  side 

A  Psinim  knight  that  well  in  aimes  waa  skil'd. 

And  hsd  in  many  a  batteQ  oft  bene  tiide, 

Uight  Bruncheval  the  bold,  who  fiendy  finth  did  ride. 


So  furiously  they  both  together  sMt, 

That  neither  could  the  others  ibfoe  sustanie : 

As  two  fierce  buls,  that  strive  the  rale  to  get 

Of  all  the  heard,  meete  widi  so  hideous  maine. 

That  both  rebutted  tumble  on  the  phdne ; 

So  diese  two  chsmpions  to  the  ground  were  fold  ; 

Where  in  a  maae  they  both  did  long  remaine. 

And  in  their  hands  their  idle  troncheons  held, 

Which  neither  sUe  were  to  wag,  or  onoe  to  weld. 

XR. 

Which  when  the  noble  Ferramont  espide. 
He  pricked  forth  in  ayd  of  Satyran ;  ^ 

And  him  against  Sir  Blandamour  did  ride 
With  all  tlM  strength  and  atifoease  that  he  can : 
But  the  more  stronr  and  stiffely  that  he  rsn, 
So  much  more  son^  to  the  ground  he  fell. 
That  on  an  heepe  were  tumbled  horse  and  man  : 
Unto  whose  rescue  forth  rode  Paiidell ; 
But  him  likewise  with  that  same  speare  he  eke  did 
quell. 


Which  Braggadochio  seeing  had  no  will 

To  hasten  greatly  to  his  psrtiee  ayd, 

Albee  his  turns  were  next ,  but  stood  there  still. 

As  one  that  seemed  doubtftill  or  dismayd  : 

But  Triamond,  halfe  wroth  to  aee  him  staid. 

Sternly  stept  forth  and  ranght  away  his  speare. 

With  which  so  sore  he  Femmont  aasaid. 

That  horae  and  man  to  ground  he  quite  did  beere. 

That  neither  could  in  hast  themselves  sgain  upreara 

XXI. 

Which  to  avenge  Sir  Devon  him  did  dight. 

But  widi  no  better  fortune  than  the  rest ; 

For  him  likewise  he  quickly  downe  did  smight : 

And  after  him  Sir  Douglas  him  addreat ; 

And  after  him  Sir  Paltmord  forth  prest ; 

But  none  of  them  against  his  strokes  could  stand  ; 

But,  dl  the  more,  ue  more  his  praise  increat : 

For  either  they  were  left  upon  tne  land, 

Or  went  away  sore  wounded  of  his  haplesae  hand. 


And  now  by  this  Sir  Satyrane  abraid 

Out  of  the  swowne,  in  which  too  long  he  lay ;  ^ 

And  looking  round  about,  like  one  dismaidi 

Whenas  he  saw  the  mercilesse  affray 

Which  doughty  Triamond  bad  wrought  that  day 

Unto  the  noble  knights  of  Maidenhead, 

His  mighty  heart  did  almost  rend  in  twsy 

For  verv  nil,  that  rather  wholly  dead 

Himsem  he  wisht  have  beene  tnen  in  so  bad  a  stead. 
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like  as  in  ■ommen  day  when  raging  baat 
Doth  bmne  the  earth  and  hoyled  rirers  dria. 
That  aU  brvte  beasts  forat  to  refniDe  fro  meat 
Doe  hunt  for  ahade  where  shrowded  they  may  lie^ 
And,  miasiog  it,  iaine  from  themselrea  to  flie; 
All  trarellerB  tormented  are  with  paine : 
A  watry  dond  doth  overeast  the  aide. 
And  pooreth  forth  a  sndden  ahoore  of  raine. 
That  aQ  the  wretched  world  reoomforteth  againe : 


XLyui. 


So  did  the  warlike  Britomart  restore 

The  prise  to  knights  of  Maydenhead  that  day. 

Which  else  was  like  to  have  bene  lost,  and  bore 

The  prayse  of  prowesse  from  them  all  away. 

Then  shrilling  trompets  loudly  gan  to  bray. 

And  bad  them  leare  their  labours  and  long  toyle 

To  ioyous  feast  and  other  gentle  play. 

Where  beauties  prise  should  win  that  pretious  spoyle 

Where  I  with  sound  of  trompe  will  also  leat  awhyle 


CANTO  V. 

The  ladies  for  the  girdle  strire 

Of  famous  Florimell : 
Seudamour,  comming  to  Caresl  house 

Doth  sleepe  from  him  expel. 


fr  tadi  boM  tliff«iigh  all  agea  ever  teene. 

That  with  the  praiae  of  armea  and  cheralrie 

The  prise  of  beantie  still  hath  ioyned  beene  -, 

And  thai  for  reasons  speeiall  priritee ; 

For  either  doth  on  other  much  relie : 

For  ha  ne  aeamee  most  fit  the  foire  to  aerre, 

That  cao  her  beet  defend  from  Tillenie ; 

And  ah«  raoet  fit  his  aerrice  doth  deaezre. 

That  foinat  ia,  and  from  her  fiuth  will  nereriwenre. 


So  fitly  BOW  here  eommeth  next  in  place. 

After  the  proofo  of  prowesse  ended  well. 

The  eoBtroiTerse  of  beauties  soreraine  grace ; 

la  whieh,  to  her  that  doth  the  moat  excell, 

Shall  foU  the  ^e  of  faire  FlorimeU : 

That  manT  wish  to  win  for  gloria  Taine, 

And  not  tor  ▼ertnous  nse,.iAii€h  some  doe  tell 

That  riorioua  belt  did  in  itselfe  containe, 

Whieft  ladies  ought  to  Ioto,  and  aeeke  for  to  obtaine. 

That  girdla  gmre  the  rertue  of  ohast  lore 
Aad  wifehood  true  to  all  that  did  it  beare ;   g 
But  whosoever  eoatrarie  doth  prove, 
Might  not  the  aaoe  about  her  middle  weare 
B«t  it  would  loose,  or  elae  asunder  teara. 
Whilaaie  it  waa  ^aa  Faeriea  wont  report) 
Daow  Venus  girole,  by  her  'ateemea  deare 
What  time  aha  uad  to  live  in  wively  aort, 
BdI  layd  aside  whenao  aha  uad  her  looser  sport. 


Her  faashand  Vuloao  whylome  for  her  sake. 
Whan  int  ha  loved  her  with  heart  entire. 
This  ptadoos  omanen^  thej  aay,  did  make, 
Aad  wTOoghft  ia  Lcmnoa  with  unouenched  fire 
And  aftnwards  did  for  her  loves  nrat  hire 
Giva  it  to  hsr,  for  evar  to  remsine, 
TliajswSih  to  hind  lascivions  desire, 
Aad  boss  alfcctioas  alietghtly  to  restraine  j 
Wlttsb  awtoi  it  for  ever  altar  did  rataiae. 


The  same  one  day,  when  aLe  ^.eeli.  diS|«08d 
To  visits  her  beloved  paramoure. 
The  ffod  of  warra  she  ftum  her  middle  loosd. 
And  left  behind  her  in  her  secret  bowre 
On  Acidalian  mount,  where  many  an  howra 
She  with  the  pleasant  graces  wont  to  play. 
There  FlorimeU  in  her  first  ages  flowre 
I  Wss  fostered  hjr  those  graces,  (as  they  say,) 
And  brought  with  her  from  tbence  that  goodly  belt 
away. 

VI. 

That  goodly  belt  was  oestus  bight  by  name. 
And  as  her  life  by  her  esteemed  dears : 
No  wonder  then,  if  that  to  winne  the  aame 
So  many  ladies  aought,  aa  shall  appeare ; 
For  pearelesse  she  was  thought  that  it  did  bean. 
And  now  by  this^eir  feast  all  being  ended. 
The  iudges,  which  thereto  selected  were. 
Into  the  Martian  field  adowne  descended 
To  deeme  this  doubtfull  case,  for  which  th4>y  all 
contended. 

VZK. 

But  first  vraa  question  made,  which  of  those  knight4 
That  lately  tumeyd  had  the  wager  wonne : 
There  waa  it  iudged,  by  those  worthie  wights. 
That  Satyrane  the  first  day  beat  had  donna  : 
For  he  last  ended,  having  first  be^nne. 
The  BPcond  was  to  Trismond  behight, 
For  that  he  sav'd  the  victour  from  foidonne : 
For  Cambell  victour  was,  in  all  mena  si^ht. 
Till  by  mishap  he  in  his  foemens  hand  did  light 

vxn. 

The  third  dayas  priie  unto  that  straunger  knight. 
Whom  all  men  term'd  knight  of  the  hebene  apeare. 
To  Britomart  waa  given  by  g^ood  right ; 
For  that  with  puissant  atroke  she  downe  did  bears 
Ths  salvage  knight  that  victour  waa  whileare. 
And  aU  tM  reat  which  had  the  best  afore, 
And,  to  the  laat,  unoonquer'd  did  appeare; 
For  last  is  deemuBd  best :  to  her  therefore        ^ 
The  fayrest  Isdie  was  aiadged  for  paianors» 


; 


THE  FAEBIE  QUEENE. 


IV 


But  thflVMit  giwdr  gra^Kwi  ArthyW, 

Aad  maeh  rapynd,  UMt  Mth  of  rkton  maede 

And  oks  of  honour  she  did  him  fonotall: 

Yot  aioto  he  not  withsUmd  whit  wis  decraedi ; 

But  inl J  thoa|:ht  of  thit  dnyightftill  diedi 

lit  timi  t'mwiite  it«i|^  for  to  hie. 

This  being  ended  thus,  ind  ill  igieed, 

ThMi  next  emew'd  the  pmeon  to  sie 

Of  biiuties  pniae,  nd  yield  the  fcymt  her  dm  ftob 


Then  first  Cimbillo  bronght  into  their  tiow 
His  (sin  Cunbim  ooTirad  with  sreile  ; 
Which  being  onoe  withdrswne,  most  perfect  hew 
And  pissing  besntie  did  eftsoones  leYeile, 
Thit  sble  WIS  weiki  hirts  iwiy  to  stesle. 
Next  did  Sir  Triimond  unto  thor  sight 
The  fiiee  of  his  dene  Cmioie  unheile ; 
Whose  beiuties  beuni  iftsoones  did  shine  so  brisht, 
Thst  dis'd  the  eyee  of  lU,  is  with  exceeding  light. 

XI. 

And  ifter  Imt  did  Piiiden  produce 

His  fiilse  Dnesss,  thst  she  might  be  scene ; 

Who  with  her  forged  beiutie  did  seduce 

Hie  heirts  of  some  thst  fiirest  her  did  weeoe ; 

As  direrse  wits  liiected  dirers  beene. 

Then  did  Sir  Femmont  onto  them  shew 

His  Lncidi,  thst  wis  fiill  fsire md  sheene; 

And  liter  tbeee  m  hundred  Isdies  moe 

Appev'd  in  pbce,  the  which  eieh  other  did  ontgoe. 

xn. 

AH  which  whoso  dire  tfainke  for  to  enefaiee. 

Him  needeth  sure  i  golden  pen  I  weene 

To  tell  the  feiture  ofeich  goodly  lice. 

For,  since  the  dsy  thst  they  crested  beene. 

So  miny  heerenly  fsoes  were  not  scene 

Assembled  in  one  plsce :  ne  he  dist  thought 

For  ChiiD  foike  to  pourtnict  beiuties  queene. 

By  Tiew  of  ill  the  nirest  to  him  brought. 

So  miny  fiure  did  see,  is  here  he  might  hi?e  sought 


XT. 


xm. 

At  list,  the  most  redoubted  Britonesse 
Her  lovely  Amoret  did  open  shew ; 
*  Whose  fiioe,  discorered,  plsinelv  did  expresie 
The  heireniT  pourtnict  of  brignt  ingels  bew. 
Well  weened  ul,  which  her  thit  time  did  rew, 
Thit  she  should  surety  been  the  bell  iwiy ; 
Till  Blindsmour,  who  thought  he  hsd  the  trew 
And  very  Florimell,  did  her  displiy: 
The  sight  of  whom  once  scene  did  lU  the  rest  dismay. 

XIT. 

For  ill  ifore  thst  seemed  hjn  ind  bright, 
Now  base  end  c(;ntemptible  did  ippeire, 
Compir'd  to  her  tbit  shone  ss  Pbeoes  light 
Amongst  the  lesser  stsrres  in  erening  decre. 
All  that  her  saw  with  wonder  riTisbt  weare, 
And  weend  oo  mortill  omtura  she  should  bee, 
But  aome  oeUstiill  shape  that  flesh  did  beere : 
Yet  all  wen  glad  then  Florimell  to  see ; 
YtC  thought  uat  Florimell  was  not  so  fain  as  shee. 


As  guHefidl  goldsmiA  that  by  secrrt  ilnl! 
Wi&  golden  Ibyle  doth  finely  oTerHmnd 
Some  baser  mewl,  which  oommend  he  will 
Unto  the  vulgar  fbr  good  gold  insted, 
He  much  more  goodly  gloase  thereon  doth  shed 
To  hide  his  ftlehood,  then  if  it  were  trew : 
So  bird  thii  idole  wis  to  be  sred. 
That  Florimell  beraelfe  in  ill  mens  tvw 
She  seem'd  to  piise  *    So  Ibvged  things  do  fairest 
shew. 

XVI. 

Then  was  thst  golden  belt  by  doome  of  sU 
Gnnnted  to  her,  ss  to  the  Isyrest  dsme. 
Which  beinff  brought,  shout  her  middle  small 
They  thougnt  to  gird,  ss  best  it  her  becsme ; 
But  by  no  mesnes  they  could  it  thereto  finme : 
For,  ever  ss  they  fsstned  it,  it  loos*d 
And  ieU  away,  as  feeling  secret  blame. 
FuU  oft  about  her  wast  she  it  endos'd ; 
And  it  as  oft  wai  from  ibont  her  wist  disclos'd : 


xvn. 

Thst  sH  men  wondred  st  the  uncouth  sight. 
And  CKh  one  thought,  is  to  their  fimctee  cmne : 
But  ihe  herselfe  did  thinks  it  doen  ibr  spight. 
And  touched  wis  with  secret  wnth  md  shime 
Therewith,  is  thing  devis'd  her  to  deftme. 
Then  miny  other  lidies  likewise  tride 
About  their  tender  loynee  to  knit  the  same ; 
But  it  would  not  on  none  of  them  ibide. 
But  when  ihey  thou^t  it  fiat,  eftioones  it  wis  un- 
tide. 

xvm. 

Which  when  thit  loomefull  squire  of  dimes  did  vew, 

He  lowdly  gm  to  liugh,  md  thus  to  iest ; 

'*  Alls  for  pittie  thst  so  fiire  i  crew. 

As  like  cmnot  be  seene  from  eist  to  west, 

Csnnot  find  one  thin  girdle  to  invest ! 

Fie  on  the  mm  that  did  it  fint  invent. 

To  shsme  us  sU  with  ibis,  wtgtrtwUfUtt! 

Let  never  ladle  to  his  love  sssmt, 

Thit  hith  this  day  so  many  so  unmanty  Bfaeat* 


Thereat  all  knights  gan  laufh,  and  ladies  lowrs . 

Till  thst  at  last  the  gentle  Amoret 

Likewise  aasayd  to  prove  that  girdles  powre ; 

And,  having  it  about  her  middle  set. 

Did  find  it  fit  withouten  breach  or  let ;    ^ 

Whereat  the  reat  gan  greatly  to  envie : 

But  Florimell  exceedingly  md  fret. 

And,  snatching  from  her  hand  halfe  angrily 

The  belt  againe,  about  her  bodie  gan  it  tie  : 

XX. 

Yet  nathemore  would  it  her  bodie  fit ; 
Yet  nathelesse  to  her,  as  her  dew  ri^ht. 
It  3rielded  wss  by  them  that  iudged  it ; 
And  she  herselfe  adiodged  to  the  knight 
That  bore  the  hebene  speare,  as  wonne  in  fight. 
But  Britomart  would  not  thereto  assent, 
Ne  her  owne  Amoret  forgoe  so  light 
For  that  strange  dame,  whose  beauties  wottderment 
She  lease  esteem*d  then  tii' otiben  vertuoua  govern* 
ment. 
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Whom  wImo  tiw  f«tt  did  see  her  to  lefiuw, 
TlMy  wtre  Ml  gl«d,  in  hope  themaelTes  to  get  her : 
Yet  et  her  ehoioe  th^  eil  did  gnetly  mue. 
But,  efter  thet,  the  iiidm  did  arret  her 
Unto  the  eeeond  best  that  loir'd  her  better ; 
That  was  the  sslrage  knight :  hut  he  was  gone 
In  great  dinpleaeiue,  that  he  oonld  not  get  her. 
Then  was  she  iodsed  Triamond  his  one ; 
But  TriaBUMMl  h>T  d  Canaoee  and  odier  none* 


Tho  imto  Gb^raa  she  waa  adindged, 

Who  was  right  gkd  to  gaine  so  goodly  meed  : 

But  Blandaanotir  thereat  foil  greatly  grudged, 

Aod  lide  piays'd  his  Isboora  erill  speed. 

That  £or  to  winne  the  saddle  lost  the  steed. 

Ne  lesse  thereat  did  Faridell  complaine. 

And  thoi^t  t*  ifypesle,  from  that  which  was  decreed, 

To  single  combat  with  Sir  Satyiane : 

Thecelo  hia  At^  atird,  new  discord  to  maintaine. 


And  eke»  with  these,  fiill  many  other  knighta 
She  through  her  wicked  workmg  did  incense 
Her  to  demannd  and  chalenge  as  their  rights, 
Deeerred  for  their  perils  recompense. 
Amount  the  reet,  with  bosstinll  nune  pretense 
Stipt  Braggadoohio  forth,  and  as  his  thrall 
Her  dsym'd,  by  him  in  battell  wonne  long  sens  t 
Whereto  heraeue  he  did  to  witoesse  call ; 
Who^  being  asktv  accordingly  cottfiMsed  alL 


Thereat  exceeding  wroth  was  Satyran ; 

And  wroth  with  Satyran  was  Blandamonr ; 

Aod  wroth  with  Blsodamoor  was  Erivan ; 

Aod  at  them  both  Sir  ParideU  did  lours. 

So  all  tosether  atird  up  stnfull  stonre, 

Aod  reame  were  new  ntteU  to  danaiae : 

£sch  one  nrofeet  to  be  her  jpannuraie. 

And  Tow*d  with  speara  ana  shield  it  to  nuontsine ; 

Ne  iad|ea  powrs»  ne  reasons  rule,  mote  them  res- 


WUeh  tnmbleafl  atine  when  Setyrane  aria'd 
He  gsn  to  east  how  to  appease  the  ssme. 
And,  to  accord  them  all*  this  meanes  deyia'd : 
Firet  in  ihe  midst  to  set  that  fa3rrest  dame, 
To  whom  eech  one  his  obalense  should  disolamo) 
And  he  htmselfe  his  right  woud  eke  releasne : 
Thai,  looke  to  whom  she  roluntsrie  came. 
He  should  without  disturbance  her  possesse : 

»tkt  Lkm  that  coMtt  oUtaM  wUh  ^ 
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they  all  agreed:  and  then  that  snowy  mayd 
Was  in  Che  middesf  plast  smong  them  sll : 
AB  OB  her  geaiag  wisht,  snd  Towd,  and  pnyd. 
And  to  the  qneene  of  beautie  cloee  did  call, 
TWt  she  unto  their  portion  might  befidU 
Then  when  she  long  had  lookt  upon  each  one. 
As  though  ehe  wished  to  hsTe  pleasd  them  aU, 
At  kst  to  Btaggadochio  aeUe  alone 

of  her  aceord,  in  ^ight  of  aU  hia  fone. 


Which  when  they  all  beheld,  they  chaft,  snd  rag'd. 
And  woze  nigh  mad  for  reiy  harta  despight. 
That  from  revenge  their  willes  they  eoarseasswag'd 
Some  thought  from  him  her  to  have  refr  by  might ; 
Some  promr  made  with  bim  for  her  to  fight : 
But  he  nought  car'd  for  all  that  they  could  say  ; 
For  he  their  words  as  wind  esteemed  light : 
Yet  not  fit  place  he  thought  it  there  to  stay. 
Bat  seeietly  from  thence  that  night  her  bore  away. 


zxvni. 

They  which  remaynd,  so  soone  as  the^r  perceiy'd 
That  she  was  gone,  departed  thence  witli  speed, 
And  follow'd  uem,  in  mind  her  to  haye  reav'd 
From  wight  unworthie  of  so  noble  meed. 
In  which  poursuit  how  each  one  did  sncoeede. 
Shell  else  be  told  in  order,  as  it  folL 
Bat  now  of  Britomsrt  it  here  doth  neede 
The  hard  adyentures  and  strsnge  haps  to  tell ; 
Since  with  the  rest  she  went  not  after  florimeU. 

ZXIZ. 

For  soone  aa  she  them  saw  to  discord  set. 
Her  list  no  longer  in  that  place  abide ; 
But,  tsking  wim  her  loyely  Amoret, 
Upon  her  nrst  adyenture  rorth  did  ride. 
To  eeeke  her  loy'd,  making  blind  loye  her  guide. 
Unlnclde  mayd,  to  seeke  her  enemie ! 
Unludde  mayd,  to  seeke  him  fiure  and  wide. 
Whom,  when  he  waa  unto  herselfe  most  nie. 
She  tbm^h  his  late  disguiiement  could  him  not 
descnel 


So  much  the  mors  her  griefe,  the  more  her  toyle : 
Yet  neither  toyle  nor  giiefe  she  once  did  spare, 
In  seeking  him  that  should  her  peine  assoyie ; 
Whereto  great  comfort  in  her  ssd  misfine 
Wss  Amoret,  compsnion  of  her  csre : 
Who  likewise  sought  her  loyer  long  miswent. 
The  gentle  Scudsmour,  whose  heart  whileare 
That  stiyfriU  hag  with  gealous  discontent 
Had  fiM,  that  he  to  fell  reyeng  was  folly  bent ; 


Bent  to  reyenge  on  blameleue  Britomart 

The  crime  wmch  cursed  Ate  kindled  earst. 

The  which  like  thomes  did  prioke  his  gealous  hart. 

And  through  his  soule  like  poysned  arrow  perst. 

That  by  no  reason  it  might  be  reyerst. 

For  ought  that  Glance  could  or  doe  or  say : 

For,  aye  the  more  that  she  the  ssme  reherst, 

The  more  it  gauld  and  griey'd  him  night  and  day. 

That  nought  but  dire  reyenge  his  anger  mote  defray 


80  as  they  trsyelled,  the  drooping  night 
Coyered  with  olondie  storms  snd  bitter  showre, 
That  dreadfoll  seem'd  to  eyery  living  wight. 
Upon  them  fell,  before  her  timely  howie  ; 
That  forced  them  to  seeke  some  covert  bowre. 
Where  ih»j  might  hide  their  heads  in  quiet  rest, 
And  shrowd  their  persons  from  that  stormie  stowre. 
Not  forre  away,  not  meete  for  any  guest. 
They  B|nde  a  little  cotte^,  li£e  aoaae  poors  mana 
nest; 
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Under  «  itMpe  hiUes  side  it  plaeed 
There  where  the  mouldred  eerth  hed  eav'd  the  heake ; 
And  feet  hetide  a  little  brooke  did  pea 
Of  muddie  water,  that  like  puddle  atanke» 
By  which  few  crooked  BaUowes  new  in  ranke : 
Whereto  approaching  nigh,  they  neard  the  aonnd 
Of  many  yron  hammera  heating  ranke. 
And  answering  their  wearie  tomes  around, 
That  seemed  aome  blacksmith  dwelt  in  that  desert 
ground. 

ZXSIT. 

There  entring  in,  they  found  the  goodman  selfii 
Full  busily  unto  his  works  ybent ; 
Who  was  to  weet  a  wretched  weuish  elie, 
With  hollow  eyes  and  rawbone  cheekea  forqMnt, 
As  if  he  had  in  prison  long  bene  pent : 
Full  blacke  and  griesly  did  his  nee  appeare, 
Besmeard  with  smoke  that  nip^h  his  eye-sight  Uent ; 
With  rugged  beard,  and  hoane  ahagged  hMre, 
The  which  he  never  wont  to  combe,  or  comely  aheare. 


XXJLVL 


Rude  was  his  garment,  and  to  rags  all  rent, 

Ne  better  had  he,  ne  for  better  cared  : 

With  blistred  hands  amongst  the  cindera  brent. 

And  fingers  filthie  with  long  navies  unpsred. 

Bight  fit  to  rend  the  food  on  which  he  fared. 

His  naine  was  Care ;  a  blacksmith  by  his  trsde, 

That  neither  day  nor  night  from  working  spared, 

But  to  small  purpose  yron  wedges  made ; 

Those  be  unquiet  thoughts  that  careAill  minds  invade. 

xxzvx. 

In  which  his  works  he  had  sixe  servants  prsst, 
About  the  andvile  atanding  evermore 
With  huge  great  hammers,  that  did  never  rest 
From  heaping  stroakes  which  thereon  soused  sore : 
All  size  strong  momes,  but  one  then  other  more  j 
For  by  degrees  Uiey  all  were  disagreed ; 
80  likewise  did  the  hammers  which  they  bore 
Like  belles  in  greatnesse  orderly  succeed. 
That  he,  which  was  the  last,  the  first  did  fiune 
exceedeb 

xxxvu. 

He  like  a  monstrous  gyant  seem*d  in  sight, 
Farra  passing  Bronteus  or  Pyracmon  great. 
The  which  in  Lipari  doe  day  and  night 
Frame  thunderbolta  for  loves  aveugefuU  threata. 
80  dreadfully  he  did  the  andvile  beat. 
That  seem'd  to  dust  he  shortly  would  it  drive : 
So  huge  his  hanmier,  and  so  neroe  his  heat. 
That  aeem'd  a  rocke  of  diamond  it  could  rive 
And  rend  aaunder  quite,  if  he  thereto  list  strive. 

zxzvm. 

Sir  Scudamour  there  entring  much  admired 
The  manner  of  thdr  worke  and  wearie  peine  : 
And,  having  long  beheld,  at  last  enquired 
The  cause  and  end  thereof;  but  all  m  vaine ; 
For  they  for  nooffht  would  from  their  worke  refraine, 
Ne  let  his  speeches  come  unto  their  eare. 
And  eke  the  breathfuU  bellows  blew  amaine. 
Like  to  the  northien  winde,  that  none  could  heare ; 
ose  pensif^nesse  did  more ;  and  sighes  the  bel- 
lows weare. 


Which  when  that  warrionr  saw,  he  sad  no  more. 
But  in  his  simour  layd  him  downs  to  rest : 
To  rest  he  layd  him  downe  upon  the  flore, 
^Whylome  for  rentrous  knights  the  bedding  best,) 
And  thought  his  wearie  limbs  to  have  redrttU 
And  that  old  aged  dame,  his  faithfiill  squire. 
Her  feeble  iojrnts  layd  eke  adowne  to  rest ; 
That  needed  much  her  weake  age  to  desire. 
After  so  long  atravell  which  them  both  did  tire. 

• 

XL. 

There  lay  Sir  Scudamour  lon|^  while  expecting 
When  gentle  sleeije  his  heavie  eyes  would  close  *, 
Oft  chaunging  sides,  snd  oft  new  place  electing. 
Where  better  seem'd  he  mote  himselfe  repose ; 
And  oft  in  wrath  he  thence  sgaine  uprose ; 
And  oft  in  wimth  he  layd  him  downe  againe. 
But,  wheresoere  he  did  himselfe  dispose. 
He  by  no  meanes  could  wished  ease  obtaine : 
80  every  place  seem'd  painefall,  and  ech  ebangiag 


vame. 


xu. 


And  evermore,  when  he  to  sleepe  did  thinke. 
The  hammers  sound  his  senses  did  molest ; 
And  evermore,  when  he  began  to  winke. 
The  bellowes  noyse  disturb  d  his  quiet  rest, 
Ne  suffivd  aleepe  to  settle  in  his  brest. 
And  all  die  nignt  the  dogs  did  barke  and  howle 
About  the  house,  at  aent  of  atnmger  guest : 
And  now  the  crowing  cocke,  and  now  the  owle 
Lowde  shziking,  him  afflicted  to  the  very  aowle. 


And,  if  by  fortune  any  litle  nap 

Upon  his  heavie  eye4ids  channst  to  fall, 

Eftsoones  one  of  those  villeins  him  did  mp 

Upon  his  heed-peece  with  his  yron  mall ; 

That  he  was  soone  awaked  therewithal!. 

And  lightly  started  up  aa  one  af&myd, 

Or  as  if  one  him  suddenly  did  call : 

So  oftentimes  he  out  of  sleepe  abimyd, 

And  then  lay  musing  long  on  that  him  ill  apayd 

So  long  he  muied,  and  ao  long  he  lay. 
That  at  the  laat  his  wearie  sprite  opprest 
With  fleshly  weaknesae,  which  no  creature  may 
Long  time  reaist,  gave  place  to  kindly  rest. 
That  all  his  senses  did  rail  soone  arrest : 
Yet,  in  his  soundest  sleepe,  his  dayly  feare 
His  ydle  braine  gan  busily  molest, 
And  made  him  (ueame  those  two  disloyaU  were : 
The  things,  that  day  most  minds,  at  night  doe  moet 
appeare. 

xuv. 

With  that  the  wicked  carie,  the  maister  smkh 
A  paire  of  red-whot  yron  tongs  did  take 
Out  of  the  burning  emders.  and  therewith 
Under  his  side  him  nipt ;  that,  forst  to  wake, 
He  foil  his  hart  for  very  peine  to  quake,         ^ 
And  started  up  avenpied  for  to  be  ~V 

On  him  the  wiiieh  his  quiet  slomber  brake : 
Yet,  looking  round  about  him,  none  could  aee ; 
Yet  did  the  aBwrt  lenaine,  though  he  hinstlfe  dkd 
flee. 


\ 
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In  gucli  disquiet  and  hart-fretting  payne 

He  all  that  night*  that  too  long  night,  did  pasae. 

And  DOW  the  day  out  of  the  ocean  mayne 

Began  to  peepe  above  this  earthly  masse. 

With  pearly  new  sprinkling  the  morning  giasse : 

Then  up  he  rose  like  heavie  lumpe  of  leid. 

That  in  hia  face»  as  in  a  looking  glaase. 

The  aigaea  of  anguish  one  mote  plainely  read, 

And  gbMsa  the  man  to  be  dismay  d  with  gealous  dzead. 


xin. 

Unto  hia  lofty  steede  he  clombe  anone. 
And  forth  upon  his  former  roiage  fared. 
And  with  him  eke  that  aged  squire  attone } 
Who,  whatsoerer  penll  was  prepared. 
Both  equall  paines  and  equal!  perill  shared : 
The  end  whereof  and  daungerous  event 
Shall  for  another  canticle  be  spared  : 
But  here  my  wearie  teeme,  nigh  over-spent, 
Shall  breath  itselfe  awhile  after  so  long  a  went. 


CANTO  VL 

Both  Scudamour  and  Arthegall 
Doe  fight  with  Britomart : 

He  sees  her  face ;  doth  fall  in  Iove« 
And  floone  from  her  depart 


Wdat  e^uaU  torment  to  the  g^efe  of  mind 

And  pyning  anguish  hid  in  gentle  hart. 

That  mly  teeds  itaelfe  with  thoughts  unkind. 

And  nottriaheth  her  owne  consuming  smart ! 

What  medicine  can  any  leachea  art 

Yeeld  anch  a  sore,  that  doth  her  grievance  hide, 

And  will  to  none  her  maladie  impart ! 

Soeb  waa  the  wound  that  Scudamour  did  gride ; 

For  which  Dan  Phebus  aelfe  cannot  a  salve  provide. 


Who  having  left  that  restlesse  house  of  Care, 
The  next  day,  as  he  on  his  wav  did  ride. 
Full  of  meUincboUe  and  sad  nua&re 
Through  misconceipt,  all  unawares  espide 
An  armed  knight  under  a  forreat  side 
Sitting  in  shade  beside  his  graxing  steede ; 
Who,  scone  aa  them  approaching  he  descride, 
Can  towards  them  to  pncke  with  eger  spe«de. 
That  aaem'd  he  was  rail  bent  to  some  miachievouB 
deed». 

Which  Scudsmonr  perceivnig  forth  issewed 

To  have  fsooountred  him  in  equall  race ; 

But,  aoone  as  th'  other  nigh  approaching  vewed 

Hm  anoea  he  bon,  his  speare  he  gan  abase 

And  votde  his  course ;  at  which  so  suddain  case 

He  woodred  much :  but  th'  other  thus  can  say ; 

*'  Ah !  gentle  Scudamour,  unto  your  grace 

I  me  aonait,  and  you  of  pardon  pray. 

That  afanoat  had  againat  you  trespassed  this  day." 


XV. 


Whereto  thus  Scudamour ;  "Small  harme  it  were 
For  any  knight  upon  a  ventrous  koi^ht 
Without  displeaaanee  for  to  prove  his  spere. 
Bat  reada  yoa,  air,  sith  ye  my  name  have  bight, 


\l'hai  u  your  owne,  that  1  mote  you  requite." 
*'  Cttttti*  aayd  he,  *'  ye  mote  as  now  excuse 
He  from  diaeovaring  you  my  name  aright : 
for  liaia  )«C  aervea  tnat  I  the  same  refuse ; 
Bat  call  ya  JDO  tha  salvage  knight,  as  others  use." 


IT. 


"  Then  this,  sir  salvage  knight,"  quoth  he,  "areeda> 
Or  doe  you  here  within  this  forrest  wonne. 
That  seemeth  well  to  answere  to  your  weede, 
Or  have  ye  it  for  some  occaaion  donne? 
That  rather  aeemes,  sith  knowen  armes  ye  shonne." 
"  This  other  day,"  sayd  he,." a  stranger  knight 
Shame  and  dishonour  hath  unto  me  donne ; 
On  whom  I  waite  to  wreake  that  foule  despight. 
Whenever  he  this  way  shall  passe  by  day  or  night." 

"Shame  be  his  meede,"  quoth  he,  "that  meaneth 
But  what  is  he  by  whom  ye  shamed  were  t"  [shame  I 
"  A  atranger  kniffht,"  sayd  he,  "  unknowne  by  name. 
But  knowne  by  rame,  and  by  an  hebene  speare 
With  which  he  all  that  met  him  downe  did  beare. 
He,  in  an  open  tumev  lately  held. 
Fro  me  the  nonour  ot  that  game  did  reare; 
And  having  me,  all  wearie  earst,  downe  feld. 
The  iayrest  ladia  reft,  and  ever  since  withheld." 

Ttt. 

When  Scudamour  heard  mention  of  that  speare^ 
He  wist  right  well  that  it  was  Britomart, 
The  which  from  him  his  fiftirest  love  did  beare. 
Tho  gan  he  swell  in  every  inner  part 
For  fell  despight,  and  gnaw  his  gealons  hart. 
That  thus  he  sharplv  sayd  ;  "  Now  by  my  head. 
Yet  is  not  this  the  nrst  unknightly  part. 
Which  that  same  knight,  whom  by  his  launce  I  read 
Hath  doen  to  noble  knights,  that  many  makaa  him 
dread: 

vnr. 

"  For  lately  he  my  love  hath  fro  me  reft. 

And  eke  defiled  with  foule  villanie 

I1ie  sacred  pledge  which  in  his  faith  was  lef^ 

In  shame  of  knighthood  and  fidelitie ; 

The  which  ere  long  full  deare  he  shall  abie ; 

And  if  to  that  avenge  by  you  decreed 

This  hand  may  helpe,  or  succour  ought  aupplie. 

It  shall  not  fiiyle  wnenao  ye  shall  it  need." 

So  bothto  wreaka  thair  wxathea  on  Britomart  agreed. 
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Wh3e8  Uma  they  eommnnfd,  lo !  fiure  vwwf 
A  knight  soft  riding  towarda  them  they  spyde, 
Attyr'd  in  forraine  annes  and  atraunge  any : 
Whom  when  they  nigh  approcht,  they  plaine  dea- 
To  be  the  same  for  whom  they  did  ahjde,       [cryde 
Sayd  then  Sir  Seudamoor,  *'  Sir  Salvage  Knight, 
Let  me  this  crare,  aith  fint  I  was  defyde. 
That  firat  I  may  that  wrong  to  him  requite : 
And,  if  I  hi^  to  fryle,  yon  ahall  reenre  my  right." 


Which  hemg  yeeMed,  he  hia  threatfoll  apeaie 

Gan  fewter,  and  againat  her  fiercely  ran. 

Who  soone  as  she  him  saw  approching  neare 

With  so  f^  rage,  herseUe  she  lightly  gan 

To  dight,  to  welcome  him  well  as  she  can ; 

But  entertaind  him  in  ao  rude  a  wise. 

That  to  the  ground  ahe  smote  both  horse  and  man ; 

Whence  neiuer  greatly  hasted  to  arise. 

But  on  their  common  hannes  together  did  devise. 


But  ArtegaD,  hebdldin||[  hia  miacfaaonee. 

New  matter  added  to  hia  former  fire ; 

And,  eft  aventring  hia  ateele-headed  launce, 

Agahist  her  rode,  full  of  despiteoua  ire. 

That  nought  but  spoyle  and  vengeance  did  require : 

But  to  himselfe  hia  felonoua  intent 

Returning  disappointed  his  desire. 

Whiles  unawarea  his  saddle  he  forwent. 

And  found  himselfe  on  ground  in  great  amaifment> 


Lightly  he  slaited  up  out  of  that  atound. 
And  snatching  forth  hia  direlull  deadly  blade 
Bid  leape  to  her,  aa  doth  an  eger  bound 
Thruat  to  an  hynd  within  some  covert  glade, 
Whom  without  perill  he  cannot  invade : 
With  such  fell  greedines  he  her  aasayled. 
That  though  ahe  mounted  were,  jet  he  her  made 
^  To  eive  hnm  ground,  (ao  much  hia  force  prevayled,) 
And  ahun  ma  mightiB  atrokes,  gainst  which  no 
vmea  avayled. 


So,  aa  they  eoorsed  hero  and  there,  it  channaf 
lliat,  in  her  wheeling  round,  behind  her  crest 
So  aorely  he  her  atrooke,  that  thence  it  glaunat 
Adowne  her  baeke,  the  which  it  fairely  bleat 
From  foule  miachance ;  ne  did  it  ever  reat. 
Till  on  her  horaea  hinder  parts  it  fell ; 
Where  bytmg  deepe  so  deMUy  it  imprest. 
That  quite  it  chynd  hia  baoke  behind  the  aell. 
And  to  aUgfal  on  fooCn  hdr  algatea  did  compeU : 

xnr« 

Like  aa  the  liffhtning-brond  firom  riven  akie, 
Throwne  out  hy  angry  love  in  hia  vengeance. 
With  dreadiiill  force  miles  on  some  steeple  hie ; 
Which  battring  downe,  it  on  the  church  doth  glance. 
And  tearea  it  Sk  with  terrible  mischance. 
Yet  ahe  no  whit  dismayd  her  steed  ibrsooke ; 
And,  casting  from  her  that  cncbannted  lance. 
Unto  her  sword  and  afaidd  her  aoone  betooke ; 
And  tkenwithall  at  him  right  furiously  ahe  strookck 


lyle. 


So  finionalT  ahe  atrooke  in  her  first 
Whilea  with  long  fight  on  foot  he  brgathleaee 
That  ahe  him  forced  backward  to  retreat. 
And  yedd  unto  her  weapon  way  to  pas  : 
Whose  raging  rigour  neither  ateele  nor  hraa 
Could  atay,  but  to  the  tender  flesh  it  went. 
And  pour  d  the  purple  bloud  forth  on  the  graa ; 
lltat  all  hia  mavle  yriv'd,  and  platea  yrnit, 
Shew'd  all  his  oodie  bare  unto  the  crueil  dent. 


XVI. 

At  length,  whenaa  he  aaw  her  hasde  heat 
Abate,  and  panting  breath  began  to  fryle. 
He  through  long  suiferanoe  growing  now  i 
Rose  in  Us  strength,  snd  gan  her  freah  m 
Heaping  huge  strokes  aa  ihicke  as  showie  of  hajle. 
And  laiSiing  dreadfully  at  evenr  part, 
Aa  if  he  thought  her  aoule  to  Jaaentrayle. 
Ah !  crueil  huid,  and  thiiae  man  craeO  hart. 
That  workst  such  wrecks  on  her  to  whom  thoa 
dearest  art! 

XVIL 

What  yron  coniage  ever  could  endure 
To  worke  auch  outrage  on  ao  inn  a  creature . 
And  in  his  madnesse  thinke  with  hands  impoie 
To  spoyle  so  eoodly  workmanahip  of  nature. 
The  Maker  se&e  resembling  in  her  feature ! 
Certes  aome  heUiah  forie  or  aome  foend 
This  mischiefe  framd,  for  their  first  loves  defisature. 
To  bath  their  hands  in  bloud  of  dearest  freend. 
Thereby  to  make  their  loves  beginning  thmr  lives 
end. 


Thus  long  they  tne'd  and  tiaverst  to  and  fin, 

Sometimea  pursewing,  and  aometunee  puraewed. 

Still  aa  advantage  they  eapyde  thereto : 

But  toward  th'  end  Sir  Arthegall  renewed 

His  strength  still  more,  but  slw  still  mora  decnrwe^ 

At  laat  hia  lucklesse  hsJMl  he  heav'd  on  hie. 

Having  his  forces  sll  in  one  scerewed. 

And  tMrawith  stroke  st  hsr  so  hideouslie, 

Thst  secmied  nought  but  death  mote  be  bar  desfinie. 


The  wicked  atroke  upon  her  helmet  channftj 
And  with  the  force,  which  in  itaelfe  it  bore. 
Her  ventayle  sbsrd  away,  and  thence  forth  glannst 
Adowne  in  veins,  ne  hsrm*d  her  any  more. 
With  that,  her  angels  fooe,  unseene  afore. 
Like  to  the  ruddie  mome  appeal  d  in  aight, 
Deawed  wiUi  ailver  drops  through  awestuig  aora ; 
But  somewhat  redder  then  beeeem^d  aright. 
Through  toyleaoBM  heato  and  labour  of  bar  ureary 
i^t: 


And  round  about  the  asme  her  ydlow  heare. 
Having  through  stirring  loosd  tneir  wonted  hand. 
Like  to  a  golden  border  did  ^^>eare. 
Framed  in  goldsmithes  forge  with  cunning  hand  : 
Yet  goldsmithes  cunning  could  not  understand 
To  name  such  subtile  wire,  so  shinie  dears ; 
For  it  did  glister  like  the  solden  ssnd. 
The  which  Pactolus  with  bis  waters  shere 
Throwes  forth  upon  the  rivage  round  about  him 
nere* 
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And  as  his  hand  he  up  againe  did  reare. 
Thinking  to  worke  on  her  his  utmost  wracke, 
His  powrelesse  arme  benumhd  with  secret  feare 
From  his  reTengefuU  purpose  shronke  abacke. 
And  cniell  sword  out  of  his  fingers  slacke 
Fell  downe  to  ground,  as  if  the  Steele  had  sencd 
And  lelt  some  ruth,  or  aence  his  hand  did  lacke. 
Or  both  of  them  did  thinke  obedience 
Tn  doe  to  so  divine  a  besoties  exoellenoe* 

zzn. 

And  he  himselfe,  long  gazing  thereupon, 
At  Ust  feU  humbly  downe  upon  his  knee. 
And  of  his  wonder  made  religion, 
Weening  some  heavenly  goddesae  he  did  see, 
Or  else  unweeting  what  it  else  might  bee ; 
And  pardon  her  besought  his  errour  frayle,  ^ 

That  had  done  outrage  in  so  high  degree : 
Whilest  trembling  horrour  did  his  sense  assayle, 
And  made  eeh  member  quake,  and  manly  oart  to 
quayle< 


Nathelasse  she,  full  of  wrath  for  that  late  stroke. 
All  that  long  while  upheld  her  wrathfull  hand. 
With  fell  intent  on  h£ai  to  bene  ywroke  ; 
And,  looking  steme,  still  over  him  did  stand, 
Thieatning  to  strike  unlesse  he  would  withstand } 
And  bad  mm  rise,  or  surely  he  should  die. 
But,  die  or  lire,  for  nought  he  would  upstand ; 
But  her  of  pardon  prayd  more  eamestlie. 
Or  wreake  on  him  her  will  for  so  great  iniurie. 


Which  whenaa  Sondamour,  who  now  abrayd. 
Beheld,  whereas  he  stood  not  farre  aside, 
He  was  therewith  right  wondrously  dismajrd ; 
And  drawing  nigh,  whenas  he  plaine  descride 
That  peerelesse  pateme  of  dame  natures  pride 
And  haavenly  image  of  perfection, 
He  blest  himselfe  as  one  sore  terrifide ; 
And,  turning  feare  to  faint  derotion,  i 

Did  wonhip  her  as  some  celestiall  yision. 

xzv. 

But  Glaucd,  seeing  all  that  chauneed  there. 
Well  weeting  how  their  errour  to  assoyle, 
Full  glad  of  so  good  end,  to  them  drew  nere. 
And  her  salewd  with  seemely  bel-accoyle, 
loyous  to  see  her  safe  after  long  toyle : 
Then  her  besought,  as  she  to  her  was  deare. 
To  ^rannt  unto  those  warriours  truce  awhyle ; 
Which  yeelded,  they  their  bevers  up  did  reare, 
And  ahew'd  themselves  to  her  such  as  indeed  they 
wera. 

ZX7X. 

When  Britomart  with  sharp  avizefuU  eye 
Beheld  the  lovely  face  of  Artegall 
Tempred  with  stemesse  and  stout  maiestie. 
She  gan  eftsoones  it  to  her  mind  to  call 
To  be  the  same  which,  in  her  fathers  hall. 
Long  since  in  that  enchaunted  glasse  she  saw  : 
Therewith  her  wrathfull  courage  gtai  appall. 
And  haughtie  spirits  meekely  to  adaw. 
That  her  eshaunced  hand  she  downe  can  soft  with- 
draw 


zzvix. 

Vet  she  it  forst  to  have  againe  upheld, 
As  fiijrning  choler  which  was  tum'd  to  cold : 
But  ever,  when  his  visage  she  beheld. 
Her  hand  fell  downe,  and  would  no  longer  hold 
The  wrathftill  weapon  gainst  his  countnonce  bold  : 
But,  when  in  vaine  to  fight  she  oft  assayd, 
She  arm'd  her  tongue,  and  thought  at  him  to  scold : 
Nathlesse  her  tongue  not  to  her  will  obayd. 
But  brought  forth  speeches  myld  when  she  would 
have  misaayd. 

xxvm. 

But  Sondamour  now  woxen  inly  glad 
That  all  his  gealous  feare  he  false  had  found. 
And  how  that  hag  his  love  abused  had 
With  breach  of  nuth  and  loyaltie  unsound. 
The  which  long  time  his  grieved  hart  did  wound, 
He  thus  bespake ;  "  Certes,  Sir  Artegall, 
I  ioy  to  see  you  lout  so  low  on  ground. 
And  now  become  to  live  a  ladies  thrall. 
That  whylome  in  your  minde  wont  to  despise  them 
all* 


Soone  as  she  heard  the  name  of  Artegall, 
Her  hart  did  leape,  and  all  her  heart-strings  tremble. 
For  sudden  ioy  and  secret  feare  withall ; 
And  all  her  vitall  powres,  with  motion  nimble 
To  succour  it,  themselves  gan  there  assemble ; 
That  by  the  swift  recourse  of  flushing  blood 
Right  plaine  appeard,  though  ahe  it  would  dissemble. 
And  finyned  still  her  former  angry  mood. 
Thinking  to  hide  the  depth  by  troubling  of  the  flood. 

XXX. 

When  Glaucd  thus  gan  wisely  all  upknit ; 
"  Ye  gentle  knights,  whom  fortune  here  hath  brought 
To  be  spectators  of  this  uncouth  fit. 
Which  secret  fate  hath  in  this  ladie  wrought 
Against  the  course  of  kind,  ne  mervaile  nought ; 
Ne  thenceforth  feare  the  thmf  that  hethertoo 
Hath  troubled  both  your  minaes  with  idle  thought. 
Fearing  least  she  your  loves  away  should  woo ; 
Feared  in  vaine,  sith  meanes  ye  see  there  wants 
theretoo. 
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"  And  you,  Sir  Artegall,  the  salvage  knight, 

Hanoe/orth  may  not  disdains  that  womans  hand 

Haih  aonquered  you  anew  in  second  fight : 

For  whylome  they  have  conauered  sea,  and  land. 

And  heaven  itselfe,  that  nougnt  may  them  withstand: 

Ne  henceforth  be  rebellioua  unto  love. 

That  is  the  crowne  of  knighthood  and  the  band 

Of  noble  minds  derived  from  above. 

Which,  being  knit  with  vertue,  never  will  remove. 

ZXZIT. 

"  And  you,  fairs  ladie  knight,  my  dearest  dame. 
Relent  the  rigour  of  your  wrathrall  will, 
Whose  fire  were  better  turn'd  to  other  flame  ; 
And,  wiping  out  remembrance  of  all  ill, 
Graunt  him  your  grace  ;  but  so  that  he  fulfill 
The  penance  whidi  ye  shall  to  him  empart : 
For  lovers  heaven  must  passe  by  sorrowes  hell  * 
Thereat  full  inly  blushed  Britomart ; 
But  Artegall  close-smyling  ioy'd  in  secret  hart» 
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Yet  darst  he  not  make  lore  so  suddenlyy 
Ne  thinke  th*  affection  of  her  hart  to  drair 
From  one  to  other  so  quite  contrary  : 
Besides  her  modest  countenance  he  saw 
80  goodly  grmre,  and  full  of  princely  aw. 
That  it  his  ranging  fancie  did  refraine. 
And  looser  thoughts  to  lawful!  bounds  withdraw ; 
Whereby  the  passion  grew  more  fierce  and  fiune, 
like  to  a  stubbome  ateede  whom  strong  hand  would 
restraine. 

ZXXIT. 

But  Scudamour,  whose  hart  twist  doubtful!  feare 
And  feeble  hope  hung  all  this  while  suspence. 
Desiring  of  his  Amoret  to  heare 
Some  gUdfull  newes  and  sure  intelligence. 
Her  thus  bespalce ;  *'  But,  sir,  without  offence 
Mote  I  request  yon  tydings  of  m*  ^ve. 
My  Amoret,  sith  you  her  freed  fro  thence 
Where  she,  captived  long,  great  woes  did  prore ; 
That  where  ye  left  I  may  her  seeke,  as  doth  behore.' 


t» 


XXXT. 

To  whom  thus  Britomart ;  "  Certes,  sir  knigh^ 

What  is  of  her  become,  or  whether  reft, 

I  cannot  unto  you  aread  aright. 

For  from  that  time  I  from  enchaunters  theft 

Her  freed,  in  which  ye  her  all  hopelesse  left, 

I  her  preserr'd  from  peril!  and  from  feare. 

And  OTermore  from  nllenie  her  kept : 

Ne  erer  was  there  wight  to  me  more  dears 

Then  she,  ne  onto  whom  I  mora  true  love  did  bean : 


ZXZTI. 


«( 


Till  on  a  day,  as  through  a  desert  wyld 
We  travelled,  both  weane  of  the  wny 
We  did  alight,  and  sate  in  shadow  my  Id  ;^ 
Where  fearelesse  I  to  sleepe  me  downe  cUd  lay : 
But,  whenas  I  did  out  of  sleepe  abray, 

found  her  not  where  I  her  left  whyleare. 
But  thought  she  wandred  whs,  or  gone  astray : 
I  cal'd  her  loud,  1  sought  her  farre  and  neare ; 
But  no  where  ooold  her  find,  nor  tydings  of  her 
heare." 

XXXTII. 

When  Scudamonr  those  heavie  Irdings  heard. 
His  hart  was  thrild  with  point  of  deadly  feare, 
Ne  in  his  face  or  bloud  or  life  appeard  ; 
But  senselesse  stood,  like  to  a  mazed  steare 
That  yet  of  mortal!  stroke  the  stound  doth  beare  : 
Till  Glance  thus ;  "  Faire  sir,  be  nought  dismayd 
With  needlesse  dread,  till  certaintie  ye  heare ; 
For  yet  she  may  be  safe  though  somewhat  stimyd : 
Its  best  to  hope  the  best,  though  of  the  worst  afrayd." 

zxxvni. 

Nathelesse  he  hardly  of  her  chearefull  speech 
Did  comfort  take,  or  in  his  troubled  sight 
Shew'd  change  of  better  cheare  ;  so  sore  a  breach 
That  sodden  newes  had  made  into  his  spnght ; 
Till  Britomart  him  fidrely  thus  behight ; 
"  Great  cause  of  sorrow  certes,  sir,  ye  hare  ; 
But  comfort  take ;  for,  by  this  heavens  fight, 
I  TOW  you  dead  or  firing  not  to  leave, 
Til  I  her  find  and  wreakeonlnmthatdid  her  reare." 


zxitz. 

Therewith  he  iBsted,  and  well  pleased 
80,  peace  being  oonfirm'd  amongst  them  all. 
They  tooke  their  steeds,  and  forward  thence  did  pas 
Unto  some  resting  place,  which  mote  befidl ; 
All  being  guided  by  Sir  Artegall : 
Where  gooidly  solace  was  unto  them  made. 
And  dayly  feasting  both  in  bowre  and  ball. 
Until!  that  they  their  wounds  well  healed  had. 
And  wearie  limmes  recur'd  after  lata  os^e  bad. 


XL. 

In  all  which  time  Sir  Artegall  made  waj    ^ 

Unto  the  lore  of  noble  Britomart, 

And  with  meeke  service  and  much  anit  did  lay 

Continual!  siege  unto  her  gentle  hait ; 

Which,  being  whylome  launcht  with  lovely  dart. 

More  eath  was  new  impression  to  reoove  : 

However  she  her  paynd  with  womanish  art 

To  hide  her  wound,  that  none  might  it  perceive : 

Vaine  is  the  art  that  aeekes  itselfe  for  to  deceire. 


zu.  I 

So  well  he  woo'd  her,  and  so  well  he  wrooght  her,      | 
With  faire  entreatie  and  sweet  blandishment. 
That  at  the  length  unto  a  bay  he  brought  bar,  | 

So  as  she  to  his  speeches  was  eonteot 
To  lend  an  eare,  and  aofUy  to  relent.  I 

At  last,  through  many  rowes  which  fbfth  be  pODr*a 
^  And  many  othes,  she  yeelded  her  eoosent  1 

To  be  bis  love,  and  take  him  for  her  lord. 
Till  they  with  maniage  meet  might  finish  dnt  aeeori. 

ZUL 

Tho,  when  they  had  long  time  there  takoi  nrt, 
Sir  Artegall,  who  all  this  while  was  bound 
Upon  an  hard  adventure  yet  in  quest. 
Fit  time  for  him  thence  to  depart  it  found. 
To  follow  that  which  he  did  long  propooMl ; 
And  unto  her  his  congee  came  to  take :  \ 

But  her  therewith  full  sore  displeasd  he  found. 
And  loth  to  leave  her  late  betrothed  make ; 
Her  dearest  lore  fuU  loth  so  ahortly  to  fbisakab 

ZUII. 

Yet  he  with  strong  perswasions  her  asswaged. 

And  wonne  her  will  to  suSer  him  depart ; 

For  which  his  fiiith  with  her  he  halt  en^ag«d,  ) 

And  thousand  vowes  from  bottome  of  us  naity 

That,  all  ao  soone  as  he  by  wit  or  art 

Could  that  atchieve  whereto  be  did  vtigin. 

He  unto  her  would  speedily  rervt : 

No  longer  space  thereto  he  did  desire. 

Bat  till  the  nomed  moone  three  comaea  did  «ipiic« 


ZUT. 

With  which  she  for  the  present  was  appeasedt 

And  yeelded  leave,  however  maloont»it 

She  inly  were  and  in  her  mind  displeased. 

So,  early  on  the  morrow  next,  he  went 

Forth  on  his  way  to  which  he  was  ybent ; 

Ne  wight  him  to  attend,  or  way  to  guide* 

As  whylome  was  the  custome  ancient 

Mongst  knights  when  on  adventures  they  did  zide 

Save  that  she  algates  him  a  while  aooompanide. 
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And  hy  the  way  she  sundry  puxpose  (bund 
Of  this  or  that,  the  time  for  to  delay. 
And  of  the  perfls  whereto  he  was  bonnd, 
The  fears  whereof  seem'd  much  her  to  affray : 
But  all  she  did  was  hut  to  weare  out  day. 
Foil  oftentimes  she  leave  of  him  did  take ; 
And  eft  againe  deyis*d  somewhat  to  say. 
Which  she  forgot,  whetehy  excuse  to  make : 
So  loth  she  was  his  companie  for  to  forsske* 


XLWU 

At  last  when  all  her  speeches  she  had  spent. 

And  new  occasion  fayld  her  more  to  find, 

She  left  him  to  his  fortunes  ffcyemment. 

And  backs  returned  with  right  hearie  mind ; 

To  Scudamour,  whom  ahe  had  left  behind  ; 

With  whom  she  went  to  seeke  fSure  Amoret» 

Her  second  care,  though  in  another  kind  : 

For  rertues  onely  sske,  which  doth  beget 

True  lore  snd  &ithiuU  friendship,  she  by  her  did  set. 


ZLVIZ. 


Backs  to  thst  desert  forrest  they  letyred, 
Where  sorie  Britomart  hsd  lost  her  late : 
There  they  her  sought,  snd  STenr  where  inquired 
Where  they  might  tydbgs  get  or  her  estate ; 
Yet  found  they  none.    But,  by  whst  hsplesse  fste 
Or  hszd  misfortune  she  was  thence  oonvayd, 
And  stolne  away  from  her  beloved  mate. 
Were  long  to  teU ;  therefore  I  here  will  stay 
UatiU  another  tyde,  thst  I  it  finish  may* 


;  .^ 


CANTO  VII. 


Amoret  rapt  by  greedie  lust 

Belpheoe  sayes  from  dread : 
The  squire  her  lores ;  and,  being  blam'd, 

His  daies  in  dole  doth  lead. 


GasAT  god  of  lore,  that  with  thy  eniell  darts 

Doest  eooquer  greatest  eonqueron  on  ground, 

And  seCst  thy  kmgdome  in  tne  eaptiye  narti 

Of  kings  ana  keasars  to  thy  senrice  bound ; ' 

What  g^orie  or  what  guerdon  hast  thon  found 

In  fiMiUe  ladies  tyranning  so  sore, 

And  sddiBfT  snguish  to  the  bitter  wound 

With  whiefc  their  lives  thou  lanchedst  lon^  afore. 

By  heaping  stonnea  of  tronbla  on  them  daily  morel 

80  whjloB«  didst  thon  to  faire  Florimell ; 
And  BO  and  so  to  noble  Britomart : 
80  doeet  thott  now  to  her  of  whom  I  tell. 
The  lorely  Amoret,  whose  gentle  hart 
Thoo  mar tyieat  with  aorrow  and  with  smarts 
In  salrage  forrests  and  in  deserts  wide 
With  bearea  and  tygen  taking  heavie  part, 
Withoatsn  eonfort  and  withouten  guioe ; 
That  pitlie  is  to  hsare  the  perils  wueh  she  tride» 

80  BooiM  as  she  with  that  brare  Britonesse 

Had  left  that  tnmeyment  for  beauties  prise, 

Thev  trsrel'd  long ;  that  now  for  wearmesse* 

Betn  of  the  way  and  warlike  exercise, 

Both  throagh  a  forest  ryding  did  devise 

T'  aBght,  and  rest  their  wearie  limbs  a  while. 

There  hearie  sleepe  the  eye-lids  did  surprise 

Of  Btiiomait  after  long  tedious  toyle, 

Thst  did  ber  passed  paines  in  quiet  rest  sssoyle. 


xr. 


That  whiles  fiur  Amoret,  of  nought  affeard,  \ 

Walkt  through  the  wood,  for  pleasure  or  for  need. 
When  suddenly  behind  her  backe  she  heard 
One  rushing  forth  out  of  the  thickest  weed, 
Thst,  ere  she  backe  could  tume  to  taken  heed, 
Had  unawares  her  snstched  up  from  gpround : 
Feebly  she  shriekt,  but  so  feebly  indeed 
That  Britomart  heard  not  the  shrilling  sound, 
There  where  through  weary  travel  she  lay  sleeping 
sound. 

T. 

It  W8S  to  weet  a  wilde  and  salva^  man ; 

Yet  was  no  man,  but  onely  like  m  shape, 

And  eke  in  stature  higher  by  a  span ; 

All  overgrowne  with  haire,  that  could  awhape 

An  hardy  hart ;  and  his  wide  mouth  did  gape 

With  huge  great  teeth,  like  to  a  tusked  bore : 

For  heliv^d  all  on  ravin  and  on  npe 

Of  men  and  beasts ;  and  fed  on  fleshly  gore. 

The  signe  whereof  yet  stain'd  his  bloudy  lips  afore. 

Vb 

His  neather  lin  was  not  like  man  nor  beast. 

But  like  a  wiae  deepe  poke  downe  hanging  low, 

In  which  he  wont  the  relickes  of  his  feast 

And  cruell  spoyle,  which  he  had  spard,  to  stow ; 

And  over  it  his  huge  great  nose  did  gprow. 

Full  dreadfully  empurpled  all  with  bloud ; 

And  downe  both  sides  two  wide  long  eares  did  glow, 

And  raoght  downe  to  his  waste  when  up  be  stood. 

More  great  then  th'  eares  of  elephants  by  Indus  flood. 
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His  wist  was  with  «  wreath  of  yrie  greene 

Engirt  about,  ne  other  garment  wore ; 

For  all  his  haire  was  like  a  garment  seene ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  tall  yoong  oake  he  bore, 

AVhose  knottie  snags  were  ^arpned  all  afore. 

And  beath*d  in  fire  for  Steele  to  be  in  sted. 

But  whence  he  was,  or  of  what  wombe  ybore. 

Of  beasts,  or  of  the  earth,  I  haTe  not  red  ; 

But  oertes  was  with  milke  of  wolres  and  tygres  fod. 

lliis  ugly  creatnie  in  his  armes  her  anateht. 
And  through  the  forrest  bore  her  quite  awaj 
^ith  briers  and  bushes  all  to  rent  and  scratcht ; 
Ne  care  he  had,  ne  nittie  of  the  pray. 
Which  many  a  knight  had  sought  so  many  a  day  : 
He  staged  not,  but  in  his  armes  her  bearing 
Ran,  till  he  came  to  th'  end  of  all  his  waj. 
Unto  his  care  farre  from  all  peoples  heanng. 
And  there  he  threw  her  in,  nought  feeling,  ne  nought 
fearing. 

B. 

For  she  ^deare  ladie)  all  the  way  was  dead, 

Whitest  be  in  armes  her  bore ;  out,  when  she  felt 

Herselfe  downe  soust,  she  waked  out  of  dread 

Streight  into  griefe,  that  her  deare  hart  nigh  sweh. 

And  eh  gan  into  tender  teares  to  melL 

Then  when  she  lookt  about,  and  nothing  found 

But  darknesse  and  dread  horrour  where  she  dwelt. 

She  almost  fell  againe  into  a  swound ; 

Ne  wist  whether  above  she  were  or  under  ground. 


With  that  she  heanl  some  one  Caoee  by  her  side 
Sighing  and  sobbing  sore,  as  if  the  peine 
Her  tender  heart  in  pieces  would  divide : 
Which  she  so  long  listning,  softly  askt  againe 
What  mister  wight  it  was  that  so  did  plune  T 
To  whom  thus  annswer'd  was, "  Ah !  wretched  wight. 
That  seekes  to  know  anothen  griefe  in  vaine, 
Unweeting  of  thine  owne  like  haplesae  plight : 
Selfo  to  forget  to  mind  another  is  ore-sight!" 

SI. 

-''Aye  me  I"  nid  sbs^ "  where  am  I.  er  with  whom! 
Emong  the  liring,  or  emong  the  dead  1 
What  shall  of  me  unh^py  maid  become  1 
Shall  death  be  th'  end,  or  ought  else  wcoae,  anedt** 
'*  Unhappy  mayd,"  then  answered  she,  '*  whose  dreed 
Untride  is  lease  then  when  thou  shalt  it  try : 
Death  is  to  him,  that  wretched  life  doth  lead. 
Both  grace  and  gaine ;  but  he  in  hell  doth  lie,      % 
That  Urea  a  loathed  life,  and  wishing  cannot  ditk 


«  This  dismall  day  hath  thee  a  caytiTe  made. 
And  Tasaall  to  the  vilest  wretch  alire ; 
Whose  cursed  usage  and  ungodly  trade 
The  hearens  ahhorre,  and  into  darknesse  drive : 
For  on  the  spoils  of  women  he  doth  live, 
^lliose  bodies  chast,  whenever  in  his  powre 
He  may  them  catch  onable  to  nineatnve. 
He  with  his  shameAill  lust  doth  first  deflowre, 
AAd  afterwards  themselvea  doth  cmeUy  devonra. 


'*  Now  twenty  daiea,  by  whidi  the 
Divide  their  wosks,  have  past  diroogh  he 
Since  I  was  brought  into  this  dolendl  den 
During  which  speoe  these  sory  eias  have  i 
Seaven  women  by  him  alaine  and  eatan 
And  now  no  more  for  him  bat  I  alone. 
And  this  old  woman,  here  remaining 
Till  then  cam'st  hither  to  augment  our 
And  of  OS  three  to  monow  he  will  sure 


ft 


"Ah  drradfon  tidinffB  which  thoo  doeat  dedws,* 
Quoth  she,  *'  of  all  Uiat  ever  faadi  beeoe  knowcn ! 
^ill  many  great  calamities  and  rare 
This  foeble  brest  endured  hath,  but  nona 
Equall  to  this,  whereever  I  have  gone. 
But  what  are  you,  whom  like  unlucky  lot 
Hath  linckt  with  me  in  the  same  chame  attone  V 
"  To  tell,"  quoth  she,  "  that  which  ye  see.  needs  not ; 
A  wofoU  wretched  msid,  of  God  and  man  forgot ! 


"  But  what  I  was,  it  irkes  me  to  reibeiae  ; 
Daughter  unto  a  lord  of  high  degree  ; 
That  ioyd  in  happy  peace,  till  fotea  peitmae 
With  guilefoll  love  did  secretly  a^rea 
To  overthrow  my  atate  and  dignitm. 
It  was  mv  lot  to  love  a  gentle  swaine* 
Yet  was  ne  but  a  squire  of  low  degree  ; 
Yet  was  he  meet,  unless  mine  eve  did  fainey 
By  any  ladies  side  for  leman  to  have  laina. 


"  But,  for  his  mmnMumi  and  dJimatagwifcanl, 
My  aire,  who  me  too  dearely  weU  did  love. 
Unto  my  choise  by  no  meanes  would  anmf. 
But  often  did  my  roily  fowle  rapiova : 
Yet  nothing  ooold  ny  fixed  mind  remove^ 
But,  whether  will'd  or  niUed  friand  or  foe, 
I  me  resolv'd  the  atmoat  end  to  prove ; 
And,  rather  then  mj  love  abandon  ao. 
Both  aire  and  frienda  and  all  for  •?«  to  fiKgaw 

'*  Thenoeforth  I  aoocht  by  Morat  nManaa  tn 
Time  to  mv  will,  and  from  hia  wnthfoU  sight 
To  hide  th  intent  which  in  my  heait  did  luhs. 


Till  I  thereto  had  all  thingaraadTdighU 
So  on  a  day,  unweeting  unto  wignt, 
I  with  that  squire  agrMde  away  to  fi^ 
And  in  a  privy  place,  betwixt  na  ~ '  ' 
Within  a  grove  appoinlad  him  to 
To  which  I  boldly  eaaw  upon  my  fiBaUa 


"  But  ah !  unhappy  hoore  me  thither  tntiQ|lit : 
For  in  that  place  where  I  him  thought  to  find, 
Tliere  waa  J  found,  contr&ry  to  mjr  though:^ 
Of  this  accursed  carie  of  hellish  land. 
The  shsme  of  men,  and  plague  of  womankind  i 
Who  trussing  me,  as  eagle  doth  his  pny. 
Me  hether  brought  with  him  aa  swift  as  wind» 
Where  yet  untouched  till  this  present  d«r, 
I  rttt  his  wretched  thrall  the  sad  JSmyila.* 
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*  Ah  !  sad  iEmylk,"  then  sayd  Amoret« 
'  Thy  niefttU  pliffht  I  pitty  as  mine  owne ! 
But  read  to  me,  by  what  aeyiae  or  wit 
Ilast  thou  in  all  tms  time  firom  him  unknowne 
Thine  honour  sa^'d,  though  intothraldome  throwne?" 
"  Through  helpe,"  quoth  she,  "  of  this  old  woman 
I  have  so  done,  as  she  to  me  hath  showne :      [here 
For,  ever  when  he  burnt  in  lustfnU  fire. 
She  in  my  stead  snpplide  his  bestiall  desire." 


Thus  of  their  eTJls  as  tfaey  did  discourse. 

And  each  did  other  nmch  bewaile  and  mone ; 

Loe  !  where  the  yillaine  selfe,  their  sorrowes  sourse. 

Came  to  the  care ;  and  rollins  thence  the  stone, 

Which  wont  to  stop  the  mouth  thereof  that  none 

Might  issue  forth,  came  rudely  rushing  in. 

And,  spreddmg  over  all  the  flore  alone, 

Gan  dight  himselfe  unto  his  wonted  sinne  ; 

W  hich  ended,  then  his  bloudy  banket  should  beginne* 


zzv. 

Nor  hedge,  nor  ditch,  nor  hill,  nor  dale  she  staiesy 
But  orer-leapes  them  all,  like  robucke  light. 
And  through  the  thickest  makes  her  nighest  waies; 
And  evermore,  when  with  regardiull  sight 
She  looking  backe  espies  the  gnesly  wight 
Approching  nigh,  she  gins  to  mend  her  pace. 
And  makes  h' jr  feare  a  spur  to  haat  her  flight ; 
More  swift  than  Myrrh'  or  D^hne  in  her  race. 
Or  any  oi  the  Thraeian  NimphiM  in  salvage  chace. 


Long  so  she  fled,  and  so  he  foUow'd  long ; 

Ne  living  aide  for  her  on  earth  appeares, 

But  if  the  heorens  heljpe  to  redrease  her  wrong. 

Moved  with  pity  and  her  plenteous  teares. 

It  fortuned  Belphebe  with  her  peares 

The  wood^  Nimphs,  and  with  that  lorely  boy. 

Was  huntmg  then  the  libbards  and  the  bearea 

In  these  wild  woods,  as  was  her  wonted  ioy. 

To  banish  sloth  that  oft  doth  noble  mindes  annoy. 

xztv. 

It  so  befell,  as  oft  H  fidls  in  chace. 

That  each  of  them  from  other  sundred  were  ; 

And  that  same  gentle  aquire  arriv'd  in  place 

Where  this  same  cursed  caytive  did  appears 

Pursuing  that  fairs  lady  fnU  of  feare  : 

And  now  he  her  quite  overtaken  had ; 

And  now  he  her  away  with  him  did  beare 

Under  his  aime,  as  seeming  wondrous  glad. 

That  by  his  grenning  laughter  mote  fane  off  be  rad. 


Which  whenas  leaiefull  Amorett  peiceivedy 

She  staid  not  th'  utmost  end  thereof  to  try. 

But,  like  a  ghastly  gelt  whose  wita  are  reaved* 

Ran  forth  in  hast  with  hideous  outcry. 

For  hoTTOur  of  his  shamefull  villany : 

But  after  her  full  lightly  he  uprose. 

And  her  pursu'd  as  fast  ss  she  did  flie  : 

Full  &st  she  flies,  and  farre  afore  him  goes, 

Ne  feeles  the  thorns  and  thickets  pricke  her  tender 


zxv. 

Which  drery  sight  the  gentle  squire  espying 
Doth  haste  to  crosse  him  by  the  nearest  way. 
Led  with  that  wofull  ladies  piteous  crying. 
And  him  sssailes  with  all  the  might  he  may ; 
Yet  will  not  he  the  lovely  spoile  down  lay. 
But  with  his  craggy  club  in  hia  right  hand 
Defenda  himselfe,  and  saves  his  gotten  pray  : 
Yet  had  it  bene  right  hard  him  to  withstand. 
But  that  he  was  full  light  and  nimble  on  the  land. 

ZXVI. 

Thereto  the  viQaine  used  crafte  in  fight : 

For,  ever  when  the  squire  his  iavelin  shooke. 

He  held  the  lady  forth  before  him  right. 

And  with  her  body,  as  a  buckler,  broke 

Tbe  puissance  of  Lis  intended  stroke : 

And  if  it  chaunst,  (as  needs  it  must  in  fight,) 

Whilest  he  on  him  was  greedy  to  be  wroke. 

That  any  little  blow  on  her  did  light. 

Then  would  he  laugh'aloud,  and  gather  great  delight. 

xxvn. 

Which  snbtill  sleight  did  him  encumber  much. 
And  msde  him  oft,  when  he  would  strike,  forbears } 
For  hardly  could  he  come  the  carle  to  touch. 
But  that  he  her  must  hurt,  or  hasard  neare  : 
Yet  he  his  hand  so  carefully  did  beare. 
That  at  the  last  he  did  himselfe  attaine, 
And  therein  left  tlie  pike-head  of  his  speare  : 
A  streame  of  coalblacke  bloud  thence  gusht  amaine. 
That  all  bar  ailken  garments  did  with  bloud  bestaine. 

zzvin. 

With  that  he  throw  her  rudely  on  the  flore. 
And,  laying  both  his  hands  upon  his  glave. 
With  dreadifull  strokes  let  drive  at  him  so  sore. 
That  forst  him  flie  abacke,  himselfe  to  save : 
Yet  be  therewith  so  felly  still  did  rave. 
That  scarse  the  squire  ms  hand  could  once  upreare. 
But,  for  advantage,  ^ound  unto  him  gave. 
Tracing  and  traversmg,  now  here,  now  there  ; 
For  bcMtlesse  thing  it  was  to  think  such  blowes  to 
beare. 

xxiz. 

Whileat  thus  in  battell  they  embuaied  weie, 

Belphebe,  rauneing  in  her  forrest  wide, 

llie  hideous  noise  of  their  huge  strokes  did  hears. 

And  drew  thereto,  making  her  eare  her  guide : 

Whom  when  that  theefe  approching  nigh  eapide 

With  bow  in  hand  and  arrowes  ready  bent,       .^ 

He  by  his  former  oombate  would  not  bide. 

But  fled  away  with  ghastly  dreriment, 

WeU  knowing  her  to  be  his  deaths  sole  iBstrument. 


Whom  seeinff  flie,  die  speedily  ponrsewed 
With  winded  feete,  ss  nimble  as  the  winde. 
And  ever  m  her  bow  ahe  ready  ahewed 
The  arrow  to  his  deadly  marke  demde  . 
As  when  Latonaes  daughter,  cruelf  k^de. 
In  vengement  of  her  mothera  great  disgrace. 
With  fell  despig^t  her  crueU  arrowes  tynde 
Gainst  wofull  Niobes  unhappy  race. 
That  all  the  goda  did  mone  ner  miserable 


8o  well  she  aped  her  and  so  fiur  she  rentred. 
That,  ere  onto  his  hellish  den  he  ranght, 
Eren  as  he  ready  was  there  to  here  entred. 
She  sent  an  arrow  forth  with  mighty  draught. 
That  in  the  reiy  dore  him  oyercaught, 
1^  And,  in  his  nape  arriving,  through  it  thrild. 
His  greedy  throte  therewith  in  two  distranght, 
That  aU  his  Titall  spirites  thereby  spild. 
And  all  his  hairy  brest  with  gory  bloud  was  fild. 


xxzn. 

Whom  when  on  ^^roond  she  groTeUng  saw  to  rowle, 
She  xan  in  hast  his  life  to  have  bereft ; 
But,  ere  she  could  him  reach,  the  sinful!  sowle 
Having  his  carrion  cores  quite  sencelesse  left 
Was  fled  to  hell,  surchar^d  with  spoile  and  theft : 
Yet  over  him  she  there  long  gazing  stood. 
And  oft  sdmir'd  his  monstrous  shape,  and  oft 
His  mighty  limbs,  whilest  all  with  filthy  bloud 
The  place  there  over-flowne  seemd  like  a  sodaine 
flood. 

zxxm. 

Thenceforth  she  past  into  his  dreadfull  den. 
Where  nought  but  darkesome  drerinesse  she  found* 
Ne  creature  saw,  but  hearkned  now  and  then 
Some  litle  whispering,  end  soft-groning  sound* 
With  that  she  sskt,  what  ghosts  there  under  ground 
Lay  hid  in  horrour  of  etemall  night ; 
And  bad  them,  if  so  be  they  were  not  bound. 
To  come  and  shew  tbemselve«l  before  the  tight. 
Now  fireed  from  feare  and  danger  of  that  dismall 
wight 


Then  forth  the  sad  .£mylia  u 

Yet  trembling  eveiy  iojrnt  through  former  feare ; 

And  after  her  the  hag,  there  with  her  mewed, 

A  foule  and  lothsome  creature,  did  appeaie ; 

A  leman  fit  for  such  a  lover  deare  : 

That  mov'd  Belphebe  her  no  lease  to  hate. 

Then  for  to  rue  the  others  heavy  cheare  ; 

Of  whom  ahe  gan  enquire  of  her  estate ; 

Who  aU  to  her  at  large,  as  hapned,  did  relate. 

xzxv. 

Thence  she  them  brought  toward  the  place  where 
She  left  the  gentle  squire  with  Amoret :  [late 

There  she  him  found  by  that  new  lovely  mate, 
Who  lay  the  whiles  in  swoune,  full  sadly  set. 
From  her  fiure  eyes  wiping  the  deawy  wet 
Which  softly  stild,  and  kiraing  them  stweene, 
And  handling  soft  the  hurts  which  she  did  get : 
For  of  that  carle  she  sorely  brua'd  had  beene, 
Als  of  his  owns  rash  hand  one  wound  was  to  be  seenoi 
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Whicb  when  she  saw  with  sodaine  glauneing  eye, 

Her  noble  heart,  with  sight  thereof,  was  fild 

With  deepe  disdaine  and  great  indignity. 

That  in  her  wrath  she  thought  them  both  have  thrild 

With  that  selfe  arrow  which  the  carle  had  kild  : 

Yet  held  her  wrathfull  hand  from  vengeance  sore : 

But  drawing  niffh,  ere  he  her  well  beheld, 

**  Is  this  the  feim  1 "  she  said— and  said  no  more, 

Bttt  tund  her  ftoe,  nd  fled  awty  for  evermore. 


zzxvir. 

He,  seeing  her  depsrt,  srose  up  light. 
Right  sore  agrieved  at  her  sharpe  reproofe, 
And  foUow'd  fast :  but,  when  he  came  in  sight. 
He  durst  not  nigh  approch,  but  kept  aloofe. 
For  dread  of  her  displeasure's  utmost  proofe  : 
And  evermore,  when  he  did  giaoe  entreat. 
And  framed  speeches  fit  for  Us  behoofe. 
Her  mortall  arrowee  she  at  him  did  threat. 
And  forst  him  backs  with  fowle  diahanor  to  retreat 


xxxvm. 

At  last,  when  long  he  fellow'd  had  in  vttne. 
Yet  found  no  ease  of  griefe  nor  hope  of  grace. 
Unto  those  woods  be  turned  becke  againe* 
Full  of  sad  anffuish  and  in  heainr  ease : 
And,  finding  were  fit  solitary  puce 
For  wofull  wight,  choae  out  a  gloomy  glade. 
Where  hardly  eye  mote  see  bright  heavens  feoe 
For  mossy  trees,  which  covered  all  with  shsde 
And  sad  mel4noholy ;  there  he  his  cabin  made. 


His  wonted  warlike  weapons  all  be  broke 

And  threw  away,  with  vow  to  use  no  more, 

Ne  thenceforth  ever  strike  in  battell  stroke, 

Ne  ever  word  to  speeke  to  woman  more ; 

But  in  that  wildemease,  of  men  forlore 

And  of  the  wicked  world  forgotten  quight. 

His  hsrd  mishap  in  dolor  to  deplore, 

And  wast  his  wretched  daies  in  woftill  plight : 

So  on  himselfe  to  wreake  his  follies  owne  despight 


And  eke  his  garment,  to  be  thereto  meet. 

He  wilfully  £d  cut  and  shape  anew ; 

And  his  fairs  lockes,  that  wont  with  omtment  sweet 

To  be  embaulm'd,  and  sweat  out  dainty  dew. 

He  let  to  grow  and  griesly  to  concrew, 

Uncomb'd,  uncurl'd,  and  carelesly  unidied  ; 

That  in  short  time  his  fsoe  they  overgrew. 

And  over  sH  his  shoulders  did  dispred. 

That  who  he  whilome  was  uneath  ma  to  be  red* 


xu. 

There  he  continued  in  this  carefull  plight. 

Wretchedly  wearing  out  bis  youthly  yeares. 

Through  mlfiill  penury  consumed  quight, 

That  like  a  pined  ghost  he  soone  appeares : 

For  other  food  then  that  wilde  forrest  beares, 

Ne  other  drinke  there  did  he  ever  test 

Then  running  water  tempred  with  his  teares, 

The  more  his  weakened  body  so  to  wast : 

That  out  of  all  mens  knowledge  he  was  wome  at  last 

•XUL 

For  on  a  day,  by  fortune  as  it  fell. 
His  own  deare  Lord  Prince  Arthure  came  that  wwfA 
Seeking  adventures  where  he  mote  heare  tell ; 
And,  as  he  through  the  wandring  wood  did  strt^. 
Having  espide  his  cabin  far  away, 
He  to  It  drew,  to  weet  who  there  did  wonne ; 
Weening  therein  some  holy  hermit  lay. 
That  did  resort  of  sinfull  people  kbonne; 
Or  else  some  woodmen  shrowded  tbece  from  scorcl^ 
ingaunne. 
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Airinng  there  he  found  thia  wretched  man 
Spending  hia  daies  in  dolour  and  deapaire, 
And,  through  long  faating,  wozen  pale  and  wan. 
All  orer-growen  with  rude  and  rugged  haire ; 
That  alhot  hia  owne  dear  a<^uire  he  were,  ^ 

Yet  he  him  knew  not,  ne  avia'd  at  all ;  [where, 

Bat  like  atrange  wight,  whom  he  had  aeene  no 
Saluting  him,  gan  into  apeach  to  fall, 
And  pittT  much  hia  plight,  that  lir'd  like  outcaat 

ZLIT. 

But  to  hia  apeach  he  aunawered  no  whit. 
Bat  atood  atill  mute,  aa  if  he  had  heene  dum, 
Ne  eigne  of  aence  did  ahew,  ne  common  wit, 
Aa  one  with  griefe  and  anguiahe  orer-cum ; 
And  unto  ereiy  thing  did  aunawere  mum : 
And  erer,  whcm  the  prince  unto  him  apake. 
He  looted  lowly,  aa  did  him  hecum. 
And  humble  homage  did  unto  him  make ; 
Midit  Borrow  ahewing  iojoua  aemblance  for  hia 
nke. 


ZLT. 

At  which  his  uncouth  guise  and  naage  quaint 
The  prince  did  wonder  much,  vet  could  not  gheaaa 
The  cauae  of  that  his  sorrowfiiil  constraint ; 
Yet  weend,  by  secret  signes  of  manlinesse. 
Which  close  appeard  in  that  rude  brutishneaae. 
That  he  whilome  some  gentle  awaine  had  beene, 
Traind  up  in  feata  of  armea  and  knightlineaae  ; 
Which  he  obaery*d,  by  that  he  him  had  aeene 
To  weld  hia  naked  aword  and  try  the  edgea  keene  \ 

ZLTI. 

And  eke  by  that  he  aaw  on  every  tree 

How  he  the  name  of  one  engraven  had 

Which  likly  waa  hia  Uefeat  Iofc  to  be. 

From  whom  he  now  ao  aorely  waa  bestad ; 

Which  was  by  him  Belphebe  rightly  rad :     ^ 

Yet  who  was  that  Belphebe  he  ne  wiat ; 

Yet  aaw  he  often  how  he  wezed  glad 

When  he  it  heard,  and  how  the  ground  he  kiat 

Wherein  it  written  was,  and  how  himaelfe  he  blist 


ZLYn. 

Tho,  when  he  long  had  marked  hia  demeanor. 

And  aaw  that  all  he  said  and  did  waa  vaine, 

Ne  ought  mote  make  him  change  his  wonted  tenor, 

Ne  ought  mote  cease  to  mitigate  hia  peine ; 

He  left  him  there  in  languor  to  remaioa 

Till  time  for  him  should  remedy  pronue. 

And  him  restore  to  former  grace  againe : 

Which,  for  it  ia  too  long  here  to  abide, 

I  will  deferre  the  end  untill  another  tide 


CANTO  VIII. 


The  gentle  aouiie  recovers  grace  : 
Sclaunder  ner  guests  doth  staine : 

Corflambo  chaaeth  Placidas, 
And  ia  by  Arthure  alaine. 


Watx  aaid  the  wiaemtn,  now  prov'd  true  by  thia 

Which  to  thia  gentle  souire  dia  happen  late. 

That  the  diapleaauie  or  the  mighty  is 

Then  dMth  itselfe  more  dread  and  deaperate ; 

For  naught  the  aame  may  calme,  ne  mitigate, 

Till  time  the  tempest  doe  thereof  delay 

With  aufferaunce  soft,  which  rigour  can  abate. 

And  have  the  ateme  remembrance  wypt  away 

Of  bitt«r  thonghta,  which  deepe  therem  infixed  lay. 


Lake  ma  it  fell  to  thia  unhappy  boy, 
Whoae  tender  heart  the  fiaire  Belphebe  had    » 
With  one  ateme  looke  so  daunted,  that  no  ioy 
In  all  hia  life,  which  afterwards  he  hid, 
Ue  ever  taated ;  but  with  penaunce  sad 
And  penaive  sorrow  pind  and  wore  away, 
Ne  ever  laught,  ne  once  ahew'd  countenance  glad ; 
But  alwaiea  wept  and  wailed  night  and  day, 
As  blasted  blooame  through  heat  doth  languiah  and 
decay: 


I 


in. 
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Till  on  a  day,  aa  in  hia  wonted  wise 

His  doole  he  made,  tnere  chaunst  a  turtle  dove 

To  come  where  he  hia  dolors  did  devise, 

That  likewise  late  had  lost  her  dearest  love. 

Which  losae  her  made  like  passion  also  prove: 

Who,  aeeing  his  sad  plight,  her  tender  heart 

With  deare  compassion  deeply  did  emmove. 

That  ahe  gan  mone  hia  undeaerved  amart, 

And  with  her  dolefull  accent  beare  with  him  a  part. 

IV. 

Shee  sitting  by  him,  aa  on  ground  he  lay. 
Her  moumefuU  notea  full  piteously  did  frame. 
And  thereof  made  a  lamentable  lay. 
So  aenaibly  compyld  that  in  the  same 
Him  aeemed  oft  ne  heard  his  owne  right  name. 
With  that  he  forth  would  poure  ao  plenteous  teare% 
And  beat  hia  breast  unworthy  of  auch  blame. 
And  knocke  Ins  head,  and  rend  his  ragged  heares. 
That  could  have  perat  the  hearts  of  ugrea  and  of 
bearea 
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ThuM,  long  this  gentle  bird  to  him  did  use 

Withouten  drMcl  of  perill  to  repairs 

Unto  his  wonne,  ana  with  her  moumefull  muse 

Him  to  reeomfort  in  bb  greatest  csre. 

That  much  did  ease  his  mooming  and  misfare : 

And  everj  day,  for  guerdon  of  her  song, 

He  part  of  his  small  feast  to  her  woold  share ; 

That,  at  the  last,  of  all  his  woe  snd  wrong 

Companion  she  became,  and  so  oontinnea  long. 

n. 

Upon  a  day,  as  she  him  sate  beside, 
Br  chance' he  certaine  miniments  forth  drew. 
Which  vet  with  him  as  relickes  did  sbide 
Of  all  tne  bounty  which  Belphebe  threw 
On  him,  whilst  goodly  grace  she  did  him  shew : 
Amongst  the  rest  a  iewell  rich  he  found, 
That  was  a  ruby  of  right  perfect  hew, 
Shap*d  like  a  heart  vet  bleeding  of  the  wound. 
Ana  with  a  litle  golden  chaine  about  it  bound. 

m. 

The  same  he  tooke,  and  with  a  riband  new. 
In  which  his  Isdies  colours  were,  did  bind 
About  the  turtles  necke,  that  with  the  rew 
Did  greatly  solace  his  enffriered  mind. 
All  unawares  the  bird,  when  she  did  find 
Heraelfe  so  dekt,  her  nimble  wings  displaid, 
L  And  flew  away  as  liehtly  as  the  wind : 
^  Which  sodaine  accident  him  much  dismaid ; 
And,  looking  after  long,  did  marke  which  way  she 
straid. 

r 
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But  whenas  long  he  looked  had  in  raine, 
Yet  saw  her  forward  still  to  make  her  flight. 
His  weanr  eie  retumd  to  him  againe. 
Full  of  discomfort  and  disouiet  pliffbt. 
That  both  his  iuell  he  had  lost  so  light. 
And  eke  bis  deare  companion  of  his  care. 
But  that  sweet  bird  departing  flew  forthricht, 
Through  the  wide  region  of  the  wastfuU  aire, 
A  Untill  she  came  where  wonned  his  Belphebe  faire. 


xz. 

There  found  she  her  (as  then  it  did  betide) 
Sitting  in  covert  shade  of  arbora  sweet, 
After  late  wearie  toile  which  she  had  tride 
In  salvage  chase,  to  rest  as  seem'd  her  meet* 
There  she,  alighting,  fell  before  her  feet, 
And  gan  to  her  her  moumfull  plaint  to  mak'e. 
As  was  her  wont,  thinking  to  let  her  weet 
The  great  tormenting  griefe  that  for  her  sake 
Her  gentle  squire  through  her  displeasure  did  per* 
take. 


She,  her  beholding  with  attentive  eye. 

At  length  did  marke  about  her  purple  brest 

That  precious  iuell,  which  she  formerly 

Had  knowue  right  well  with  colourd  ribbands  drest : 

I'herewith  she  rose  in  hast,  and  her  addrest 

With  ready  hand  it  to  have  reft  away  : 

But  the  swift  bird  obavd  not  her  behest, 

But  swarv'd  aside,  and  there  againe  did  stay ; 

She  toilow'd  her,  and  thought  againe  it  to  assay. 


And  ever,  when  sb^  nigh  wipprodkt,  the  dove 
Would  fliit  a  little  forwaid,  and  then  stay 
Till  she  drew  neare.  and  then  againe  remove : 
So  tempting  her  still  to  pursue  the  pray. 
And  still  nom  her  escaping  soft  away : 
Till  that  at  lens^th  into  that  forreet  wide 
She  drew  her  nr,  and  led  with  alow  delay: 
In  th'  end  ahe  her  unto  that  place  did  guide. 
Whereas  that  woftiU  man  in  languor  did  abidsu 


Eftesoones  she  flew  unto  his  fesiliMMie  handt 
And  there  a  piteous  ditt^  new  devis'd,  i 

And  if  she  would  have  sude  hnn  understand 
His  sorrowes  cause,  to  be  of  her  despis'd  : 
Whom  when  she  saw  in  wretched  weeds  disguis'J 
With  heary  glib  deform'd,  and  meiger  face. 
Like  ghost  late  risen  from  his  grave  agrjrs'd. 
She  knew  him  not,  but  pitded  much  his  case, 
And  wisht  it  were  in  her  to  doe  him  any  grace. 


He,  her  beholding,  at  her  feet  downs  fell 

And  lost  the  ground  on  which  her  sole  did  tread, 

And  washt  the  same  with  water  which  did  well 

From  his  moist  eies,  and  like  two  atnames  proceed 

Yet  spake  no  word,  whereby  she  mieht  aread 

What  mister  wight  he  was,  or  what  he  ment ; 

But,  as  one  daunted  with  her  presence  dread, 

Onely  few  ruefull  lookes  unto  her  sent. 

As  messenges  of  his  true  meaning  and  intent. 

XIV. 

Yet  nathemore  lus  meaning  she  ared. 

But  wondred  much  at  his  so  selconth  case ; 

And  by  his  persons  secret  seemlyhed 

Well  weend  that  he  had  beene  some  man  of  place, 

Before  misfortune  did  his  hew  deface ; 

That,  being  mov*d  with  ruth,  she  thus  bespake : 

"  Ah  I  wofuU  man,  what  Heavens  hard  disgrace. 

Or  wrath  of  cruell  wieht  on  thee  3rwrake, 

Or  selfe-disUked  life,  doth  thee  thus  wretched  make  t 


XT. 

"  If  Heaven ;  then  none  may  it  redreese  or  blame, 

Sith  to  His  powre  we  all  are  subiect  borne ! 

If  wrathful!  wight ;  then  fowle  rebuke  and  shame 

Be  theirs  that  have  so  cruell  thee  forlorae ! 

But,  if  through  inward  griefe  or  wilfoil  soome 

Of  life,  it  be ;  then  better  doe  advise : 

For  he,  whose  daies  in  wilfull  woe  are  womOt 

The  grace  of  his  Creator  doth  despise. 

That  will  not  use  his  gifts  for  thanklesse  nigardistt.' 


When  so  he  heard  her  say,  efboones  be  brake» 

His  sodaine  silence  which  he  long  had  pent. 

And,  si«rhing  inly  deepe,  bar  thus  bespake ; 

**  Then  have  they  all  tnemselves  aginst  me  bent  I 

For  Heaven,  first  author  of  my  languiahmwnt. 

Envying  my  too  great  felicity. 

Did  cosely  with  a  cruell  one  consent 

To  cloud  my  daies  in  doleful!  misery. 

And  make  me  loath  this  life,  still  longing  for  to  die. 
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XTIX. 

"  N«  aay  bat  yourself,  O  dearest  Dred, 

Hsth  done  this  wrong,  to  wreske  on  wortblesse  wight 

Yoar  high  displeasure,  through  misdeeming  bred : 

That,  when  your  pleasure  is  to  deeme  aright. 

Ye  may  redresse,  and  me  restore  to  light  !** 

Which  aoiy  words  her  mi^btie  hart  did  male 

With  mild  regard  to  see  his  ruefull  plight,  y 

That  her  inhuming  wrath  she  gan  abate. 

And  him  receiv'd  againe  to  former  faroars  statat 

XTm. 

In  which  he  Iod^  time  afterwards  did  lead 
An  happie  life  with  grace  and  good  accord, 
Feartease  of  fortunes  chaunge  or  envies  dread. 
And  eke  all  mindlesse  of  his  own  deare  lord 
The  noble  prince,  who  never  heard  one  word 
Of  ty dings,  fvhat  did  unto  him  betide, 
Or  what  good  fortune  did  to  him  affozd ; 
But  through  the  endlesse  world  did  wander  wide. 
Him  seeking  erermore,  yet  no  where  him  deacride : 

ziz. 

Till  on  a  day*  as  through  that  wood  he  rode. 
He  channst  to  come  wnere  those  two  ladies  late, 
iEmylia  and  Amoret,  abode,  y 

Both  in  full  sad  and  sorrowfull  estate ; 
The  one  rieht  feeble  through  the  evill  rata 
Of  food,  which  in  her  duresse  she  had  found ; 
The  other  almost  dead  and  desperate  [wound 

Through  her  late  hurts,  and  through  that  haplesae 
With  which  the6quire,in  her  defence,ber  soreastound. 

zz. 

Whom  when  the  prince  beheld,  he  gan  to  raw 

The  evill  case  in  which  those  ladies  lay ; 

But  most  was  moved  at  the  piteous  rew 

Of  Amoret,  so  neare  unto  decay. 

That  her  great  daunger  did  him  much  dismay. 

Eftaoones  that  pretious  liquor  forth  he  drew. 

Which  he  in  store  about  him  kept  alwar*     y 

And  with  few  dropa  thereof  did  softly  dew   ' 

tier  wounds,  that  unto  strength  restored  her  aoone 


zzin. 


zzz, 

Tbo,  when  they  both  recovered  were  right  well. 
He  gan  of  them  inquire,  what  evill  guide 
Tbcin  thetber  brought,  and  how  their harmes befell: 
To  whom  they  told  all  that  did  them  betide, 
And  how  from  thraldome  vile  they  were  untide. 
Of  that  same  wicked  carle,  by  virgins  bond ; 
Whose  blottdie  corse  they  shewed  him  there  beside. 
And  eke  his  cave  in  which  thev  both  were  bond : 
Ai  which  be  wondred  much  when  all  those  signes  be 
AumL 


And  evennore  ha  grattly  did  desire 

To  know,  what  virgin  did  them  thence  unbind ; 

And  oft  of  them  did  earnestly  inquire, 

Wbcore  was  her  won,  and  how  he  mote  her  find. 

But,  whenaa  nought  according  to  his  mind 

He  oMild  oQt-leame,  he  them  from  ^und  did  reare, 

1  No  service  lothsome  to  a  gentle  kind,) 

And  on  bis  warlike  beast  them  both  did  beare, 

Hmatlfii  Vy  then  on  feot  to  succour  them  from  feare. 


So  when  that  forrest  they  had  passed  weB, 

A  litle  cottage  farre  away  they  spide. 

To  which  they  drew  ere  night  upon  them  feU  \ 

And,  entring  m,  found  none  therein  abide. 

But  one  old  woman  sitting  there  beside 

Upon  the  ground  in  ragged  rude  att3m. 

With  filxhv  lockes  about  her  scattered  wide. 

Gnawing  ner  nayles  for  felnesse  and  for  yre. 

And  thttre  out  sucking  venime  to  her  parts  entyie. 


A  foule  and  loathly  creature  ran  in  sight, 

And  in  conditions  to  be  loath'd  no  lease  : 

For  she  was  stufl  with  rancour  and  despight 

Up  to  the  throat  that  oft  with  bittemesse 

It  forth  would  breake  and  gush  in  great  ezoeaie. 

Pouring  out  streames  of  pojrson  and  of  gall 

Gainst  all  that  truth  or  vertue  doe  profease ; 

Whom  she  with  leasings  lewdly  did  miscall 

And  wiekndly  backbite  -,  her  name  did  Solanader  oall  ** 


Her  nature  is,  aB  goodnesse  to  abuse, 
And  causelesse  crimes  continuaUy  to  frame. 
With  which  she  guiltlesse  persons  may  accuse. 
And  Steele  away  the  crowne  of  their  good  name : 
Ne  ever  knieht  ao  bold,  ne  ever  dame 
So  chast  and  loyal  liv'd,  but  she  would  strive 
With  forged  cause  them  fiJsely  to  defame ; 
Ne  ever  thinff  so  well  was  doen  alive, 
But  ahe  with  blame  would  blot,  and  of  due  praisa 
deprive. 

zzvi. 

Her  words  were  not,  as  common  words  are  ment, 
T  ezpresse  the  mesning  of  the  inward  mind. 
But  noysome  breath,  end  poysnoua  spirit  sent 
From  inward  parta,  with  cancred  mauce  lind, 
Apd  breathed  forth  with  blast  of  bitter  wind ;  [hart, 
Which  passing  through  the  eares  would  pierce  the 
And  wound  the  soule  itselfe  with  griefe  unkind  i 
For,  like  the  stings  of  sspes  that  kSl  with  smart. 
Her  spightfiil  Iwords  did  pricke  and  wound  the  inner 
part. 

ZZVQ. 

Such  was  that  hag,  unmeet  to  host  such  goeets. 
Whom  greateat  princea  court  would  wdoome  fiiyne: 
But  nerae,  that  answers  not  to  aU  requeats. 
Bad  them  not  looke  for  better  entertertayne  \ 
And  eke  that  age  despysed  nicenesse  vame, 
Enur'd  to  hardnesse  and  to  homely  five. 
Which  them  to  warlike  discipline  did  trayne. 
And  manly  limbs  endur'd  with  litle  care 
Against  aU  hard  mishaps  and  fortunelesse  mis&ia 

zzvni. 

Then  all  that  evening,  welcommed  with  cold 
And  cfaearelesse  hunger,  they  together  spent ; 
Yet  found  no  fault,  but  that  the  hag  did  scold 
And  rayle  at  them  with  grudgefuU  discontent. 
For  lodging  there  without  her  owne  consents 
Yet  they  endured  all  with  patience  milde. 
And  unto  rest  themselves  all  onely  lent, 
Regardlesse  of  that  queane  so  base  and  vilde 
To  be  uniustly  blamd  and  bitterly  revilde. 
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Hen  well  I  weene,  whenas  these  rimes  be  red 
With  misregard,  that  some  rash-witted  wight, 
Whose  looser  thought  will  lighdy  he  misled, 
These  gentle  ladies  will  voia&eme  too  light 
For  thus  conversing  with  this  noble  knight ; 
8ith  now  of  dayes  such  temperance  is  rare 
And  hard  to  finde,  that  heat  of  youthfull  spright 
For  ought  will  from  his  greedie  pleasure  spare: 
More  hard  for  hungry  steed  t'abstaine  from  pleannt 
lare. 


But  antique  a^,  yet  in  the  infimoia 
J  Of  time,  did  kve  then,  like  an  innocent, 
'  In  simple  truth  and  blamelesse  chastitie ; 
Ne  then  of  guQe  had  made  experiment; 
But,  Toide  of  vile  and  treacherous  intent. 
Held  vertue,  for  itselfe,  in  soveraine  awe : 
Then  loyal  lore  had  royall  regiment. 
And  each  unto  his  Itist  did  make  a  lawe. 
From  all  forbidden  things  his  liking  to  withdraw. 

ZXZI. 

The  lyon  there  did  with  the  lambe  consort^ 
And  eke  the  doTe  sate  by  the  faulcons  side ; 
Ne  each  of  other  feared  fi«ud  or  tort. 
But  dui  in  safe  securitie  abide, 
Withooten  perill  of  the  stroneer  pride : 
But  when  tne  world  woxe  old,  it  woxe  warre  old, 
(Whereof  it  bight,)  and,  having  shortly  tride 
The  trainee  of  wit,  in  vrickednesse  woxe  bold. 
And  daied  of  all  sinnes  the  secrets  to  unfold. 

zxzn. 

Then  bcautie,  which  was  made  to  represent 
The  great  Creatours  owne  resemblance  bright. 
Unto  abuse  of  lawlesse  lust  was  lent. 
And  made  the  baite  of  bestiall  delight : 
Then  faire  grew  foule,  and  foule  grew  Mte  in  sight ; 
And  that,  which  wont  to  vanquisui  God  and  man, 
Was  made  the  vassall  of  the  victors  might ; 
Then  did  her  glorious  flowre  wex  dead  and  wan, 
Despisd  and  troden  dowiie  of  all  that  over-ran : 

xzxm. 

And  now  it  is  so  utterly  decayd. 

That  any  bud  thereof  aoth  scarse  remaine. 

But  if  few  plants,  preserved  through  heavenly  ayd. 

In  princes  court  doe  hap  to  sprout  againe, 

Dew'd  with  her  drops  of  bountie  soveraine. 

Which  from  that  goodly  glorious  flowre  proceed. 

Sprung  of  the  auncient  stocke  of  princes  straine, 

Kow  th'  onely  remnant  of  that  royall  breed. 

Whose  noble  kind  at  first  was  sure  of  heavenly  seed^— 

XXXIV. 

Tho,  Boone  as  day  discovered  heavens  face 
To  sinfuU  men  with  darkoes  overdight. 
This  gentle  crew  gan  from  their  eve-lids  chaoe 
The  drowzitt  humour  of  the  dampish  night, 
And  did  themselves  unto  their  ioumey  dight. 
So  forth  they  yode,  and  forward  softly  paced, 
That  them  to  view  had  bene  an  uncoutn  sight ; 
How  all  the  way  the  prince  on  footpace  traced. 
The  ladies  both  on  horse  together  fast  embraced. 


XXXV. 

Soone  as  they  thenoe  departed  were  afore. 

That  shameful!  hag,  the  slannder  of  her  sexe. 

Them  follow 'd  hat,  and  them  reviled  sore. 

Him  callinff  theefe,  them  whores ;  that  much  did  vexc 

His  noble  hart :  thereto  she  did  annexe 

False  crimes  and  &cts,  such  ss  they  never  ment. 

That  those  two  ladies  much  ashamed  did  wexe : 

The  more  did  she  pursue  her  lewd  intent, 

And  ray  I'd  and  rag  d,  till  she  had  all  her  poyson  spent 

txxvi. 

At  last,  when  they  were  passed  out  of  sight, 
Yet  she  did  not  her  spightfuU  speech  forbesrs, 
But  after  them  did  barke,  and  still  baekbits, 
Though  there  were  none  her  hateful!  words  to  heare: 
Like  as  a  curre  doth  fellv  bite  and  teare 
Tlie  stone,  which  passed  strsunger  at  him  tlirew ; 
So  ahe,  them  seeing  past  the  reach  of  eare. 
Against  tlie  stones  and  trees  did  rayle  anew, 
Tu!  ahe  had  duld  the  sting,  which  in  Iier  tongs  end 
grew. 

zxxvn. 

Their  passing  forth  kept  on  their  readie  waji 
Witn  easie  steps  so  soft  as  foot  could  stryde, 
Both  for  great  feeblesse  which  did  oft  assay 
Fsire  Amoret,  tliat  scarcely  she  could  ryde, 
And  eke  through  beavie  armes  wliich  sore  annoyd 
The  prince  on  foot,  not  wonted  ao  to  fare, 
Whose  steadie  hand  was  faine  his  steede  to  guyde. 
And  all  the  way  frt)m  trotting  hard  to  spare ; 
So  was  hxB  toyle  the  more,  the  more  that  was  his  care. 

xxxvin. 

At  len^  they  spide  where  towards  them  with  speed 

A  sqmre  came  nlloping,  as  he  would  flie. 

Bearing  a  litle  dwarfe  Mfore  his  steed, 

That  all  the  way  full  loud  for  aide  did  crie. 

That  seem'd  bis  shrikes  would  rend  the  bnsen  skie : 

Whom  after  did  a  mighty  man  pursew, 

Rvding  upon  a  dromedare  on  hie. 

Of  stature  huge,  and  horrible  of  hew, 

That  would  have  mas'd  a  man  his  dreadfull  face  to 


vew 


XXXIX. 


For  from  his  feareftill  eyes  two  fierieheames. 
More  sharpe  then  points  of  needles,  did  proceede. 
Shooting  forth  farre  away  two  flamiag  streames. 
Full  of  sad  powre,  that  poysnous  bale  did  breede 
To  all  that  on  him  lookt  without  good  heed. 
And  secretly  his  enemies  did  slay : 
Like  as  the  basiliske,  of  serpents  seede, 
From  powrefiill  eyes  close  venim  doth  convay 
Into  the  lookers  hsrt,  and  kiUeth  frore  away. 

XL. 

He  all  the  way  did  rage  at  that  same  squire. 

And  after  him  full  many  threatnings  threw. 

With  curses  vaine  in  his  avengefull  ire : 

But  none  of  them  (so  fast  away  he  flew) 

Him  overtooke  before  he  came  in  vew : 

Where  when  he  saw  the  prince  in  armour  bright* 

He  cald  to  him  aloud  his  case  to  rew, 

And  rescue  him,  through  succour  of  his  mighty 

From  that  bis  cruell  foe  that  him  pursewd  in  fight. 
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Eftaoones  the  prince  tooke  downe  those  ladies  twaine 

From  loftie  steede.  and  mounting  in  tlieir  stead 

Came  to  that  squire  yet  trembling  every  vaine; 

Of  whom  he  g«i  enquire  his  cause  of  dreed : 

Who  as  he  gan  the  same  to  him  aread, 

Loe !  hard  behind  his  backe  his  foe  was  prest. 

With  dreadful!  weapon  aymed  at  his  head, 

That  unto  death  haa  doen  him  unredrest. 

Had  not  the  noble  prince  his  readie  stroke  represt : 

zui. 

Who,  thnwting  boldly  twixt  him  and  the  blow. 
The  bnrdcn  of  the  deadly  bmnt  did  beare 
Upon  his  ahield,  which  lightly  he  did  throw 
Orer  hie  bead,  before  the  harme  came  neare : 
Katblesse  it  fell  with  so  despiteous  dreare 
And  hearie  sway,  that  hard  unto  his  crowne 
The  shield  it  drove,  and  did  the  corering  reare  : 
Therewith  both  sqaire  and  dwarfe  did  tomble  downe 
Unto  th«  eorth,  and  lay  long  while  in  senselesse 
swowne. 

zun. 

Whereat  the  prince,  full  wT«th,  his  strong  right  hand 

In  fall  avengement  beared  up  on  hie, 

And  stroke  ue  pagan  with  his  steely  brand    ^ 

So  sore,  that  to  nis  saddle-bow  thereby 

He  bowed  bw,  and  so  a  while  did  lie : 

And  sore,  had  not  his  massie  yron  mace 

Betwixt  hm  and  his  hurt  bene  happily, 

It  wonU  hare  cleft  him  to  the  eirding  place ; 

Yet,  M  it  was,  h  did  astonish  him  long  space. 


But,  when  he  to  himselfe  retnmd  againe, 
AU  full  of  rage  he  gan  to  curse  and  sweare. 
And  row  br  Mahoune  that  he  should  be  slaine. 
With  that  nis  mnrdrous  mace  he  up  did  reare. 
That  seemed  nought  the  souse  thereof  could  beare. 
And  therewith  smote  at  him  with  all  his  might : 
Bat,  ere  that  it  to  him  approched  neare, 
The  royall  child  with  readie  quick  foresight 
Did  ahnn  the  proofo  thereof  and  it  aroyded  UghL 


ZLr. 

Bvt,  ere  his  hand  he  could  recure  againe 
To  ward  his  bodie  from  the  balefull  stound. 
He  smote  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  maine 
So  furiously  that,  ere  he  wist,  he  found 
His  head  before  him  tombling  on  the  ground  ; 
The  whiles  his  babling  tongue  did  yet  blaspheme 
And  cnrse  his  god  that  did  him  so  confound ; 
The  whiles  his  life  ran  fborth  in  bloudie  streome. 
His  Mttle  deaoended  downe  into  the  Stygian  reame. 

ZLTC* 

Which  when  that  sanire  beheld,  he  woxe  full  glad 
To  see  bis  foe  breatn  out  his  spright  in  raine : 
But  that  same  dwarfe  right  sorie  seem'd  and  sad. 
And  howld  aloud  to  see  his  lord  there  slaine, 
And  rent  his  haire  and  scratcht  his  fisce  for  peine. 
Then  gan  the  nrince  at  leasnre  to  inquire 
Of  aD  the  aooident  there  hapned  plaine. 
And  what  he  was  whose  eyes  did  flame  with  fire  : 
Al  which  WW  thus  to  him  declared  by  that  squire. 


XLrn. 

"  This  mightie  man,"  quoth  he,  "  whom  you  hare 

Of  an  huge  geauntesse  whylome  was  bred ;  [slaine. 

And  by  his  strength  rule  to  himselfe  did  gaine 

Of  many  nations  into  thraldoms  led. 

And  mightie  kingdomes  of  his  force  adred ; 

Whom  yet  he  oonquer'd  not  by  bloudie  fight, 

Ne  hoates  of  men  with  bannen  brode  dispred. 

But  by  the  powre  of  his  infectious  sight. 

With  which  he  killed  all  that  came  withiiu  his  might 

ZLrm. 

"  Ne  was  he  erer  ranquished  afore. 

But  erer  ranquisht  all  with  whom  he  fought ; 

Ne  was  there  man  so  strong,  but  he  downe  bore ; 

Ne  woman  yet  so  faire,  but  ne  her  brought 

Unto  his  bar,  and  ciptired  her  thought : 

For  most  of^streneth  and  beantie  his  desire 

Was  spoyle  to  nuute,  and  wast  them  unto  nought. 

By  casting  secret  flakes  of  InstfuU  fire 

From  his  false  eyes  into  their  harta  and  parts  entire. 

ZLIZ. 

"  Therefore  Corflambo  was  he  cald  aright. 

Though  namelesse  there  his  bodie  now  doth  lie  ; 

Yet  hath  he  left  one  daughter  that  is  bight 

The  faire  Paeana :  who  aeemes  outwardly 

So  faire  as  erer  yet  saw  living  eie ; 

And,  were  her  rertue  like  her  beautie  bright, 

She  were  as  faire  as  any  under  skie : 

But  ah !  she  giren  is  to  raine  delight, 

And  eke  too  loose  of  life,  and  eke  of  love  too  light 


"  So,  as  it  fell,  there  was  a  gentle  squire 
That  lor'd  a  ladie  of  high  parentage ; 
But,  for  his  mesne  degree  might  not  aspire 
To  match  so  biffh,  her  friends  with  counsell  sage 
Dissuaded  her  m>m  such  a  disparage : 
But  she,  whose  hart  to  lore  was  wholly  lent. 
Oat  of  his  hands  could  not  redeeme  her  gage. 
But,  firmely  following  her  first  intent, 
Resolr'd  with  him  to  wend,  gainst  all  her  friends 
consent. 

u. 

"  So  twixt  themselves  they  pointed  time  and  place : 
To  which  when  he  according  did  repaire, 
An  hard  mishap  and  disarentrou^  case 
Him  chaunst ;  instead  of  his  ^mylia  faire. 
This  Gyants  sonne,  that  lies  there  on  the  laire 
An  headlease  heape,  him  unawares  there  caught , 
And  all  dismayd  through  mercilesse  despaire 
Him  wretched  thrall  unto  his  dongeon  brought, 
Where  he  remaines  of  all  unsucoour'd  and  unsought 

ui. 

'*  This  gyants  daughter  came  upon  a  day 
Unto  the  prison,  in  her  ioyous  glee, 
To  riew  ue  thrals  which  there  in  bondage  lay : 
Amongst  the  rest  she  chaunced  there  to  see 
This  lorely  swaine,  the  squire  of  low  degree ; 
To  whom  she  did  her  liking  lightly  cast. 
And  wooed  him  her  paramour  to  bee  : 
From  day  to  day  she  woo'd  and  pra^d  him  fast. 
And  for  his  lore  him  promist  libertie  at  last. 


tm. 


"  He,  though  aAde  unto  a  fonner  lore, 

To  whom  futb  be  firmely  ment  to  bold. 

Yet  seeing  not  bow  thence  be  mote  remore, 

Bnt  by  that  meanes  which  fortune  did  unfold. 

Her  gtaunted  lore,  but  with  affection  cold, 

To  wu  her  grace  bis  Ubertie  to  ^ : 

Yet  he  him  still  detainee  in  captiTe  hold. 

Fearing,  least  if  she  should  lum  tntfy  set. 

He  wra&d  hsr  ahortlj  leare,  and  fonner  lore  forget 

LIT. 

"  Yet  so  much  frrour  she  to  him  hath  bight 
AboTe  the  rest,  that  he  sometimes  may  space 
And  waike  about  her  gardens  of  delignt, 
Haring  a  keeper  still  with  him  in  place ; 
"Which  keeper  is  this  dwarfe,  her  oearling  base, 
To  whom  tne  keyes  of  every  prison  dore 
By  her  committed  be,  of  speciall  grace. 
And  at  his  will  may  whom  he  list  restore. 
And,  whom  he  list,  reseiTe  to  be  afflicted  more. 

x.y. 

"  Wheieof  when  tydings  csme  unto  mine  eare, 
Full  inly  sorie,  for  tbe  fenrent  seale 
Which  I  to  him  as  to  mj  sonle  did  beare, 
I  thether  went ;  where  I  did  long  conceale 
Myselfe,  till  that  the  dwarfe  did  me  reveale. 
And  told  his  dame  her  squire  of  low  degree 
I'  Did  se6retly  out  of  her  pnson  steale ', 
For  me  he  did  mistake  tnat  squire  to  bee ; 
For  never  two  so  like  did  living  creature  see« 

LVI. 

"  Then  was  I  taken  and  before  her  brought ; 
Who,  through  the  likenesse  of  my  outwud  hew, 
Being  likewise  beguiled  in  her  thought, 
Gan  blame  me  much  for  being  so  untrew 
To  seeke  by  flight  her  fellowship  t'eschew, 
That  lov*d  me  deare,  as  dearest  thing  alive. 
Thence  she  commaunded  me  to  prison  new  : 
Whereof  I  glad  did  not  eaine-say  nor  strive, 
Bnt  sufired  that  same  dwarfe  me  to  her  dongeon 
drive. 

Lvn. 

"  There  did  I  finde  mine  ondy  faithful!  firend 

In  heavy  plight  and  sad  perplexitie ; 

Whereof  I  sorie,  yet  myselfe  did  bend 

Him  to  recomfort  with  ray  compsnie ; 

But  him  the  more  agreev  d  I  found  thereby : 

For  all  his  ioy,  he  said,  in  that  distresse 

Was  mine  and  his  iEmyliss  libertie. 

iEmylia  well  he  lov'd,  as  I  moto  ghesse ; 

Yet  grsatar  lore  to  me  then  her  he  did  professe. 

Lvin. 

"  Bot  I  with  better  reason  him  avis'd 

And  shew'd  him  how,  through  error  and  misthought 

Of  our  like  persons  eath  to  be  ^guis'd, 

Or  his  exchange  or  freedom  might  be  wrought 

Whereto  fuU  loth  was  he,  ne  would  for  ought 

Consent  that  I,  who  stood  all  fearelesse  free. 

Should  wilfully  be  into  thraldome  brought, 

Till  fortune  did  perforce  it  so  decree : 

Yet,  over-mid  at  last,  he  did  to  me  agrse. 


uz. 

*'  The  morrow  next,  about  the  wonted  howre, 

The  dwarfe  cald  at  the  doore  of  Amyas 

To  come  forthwith  unto  his  ladies  bowie : 

Insteed  of  whom  forth  came  I  Pladdas, 

And  undisoemed  forth  with  him  did  pas. 

There  with  great  ioyance  and  with  gladsome  glee 

Of  faire  Paeana  I  received  was. 

And  oh  imbrast,  as  if  that  I  were  bee, 

And  with  kind  words  aoooyd,  vowing  grsat  love  U 


LX. 

"  Which  I,  that  was  not  bent  to  former  love 
As  was  my  friend  that  had  her  long  refus'd. 
Did  well  accept,  as  well  it  did  behove. 
And  to  the  present  neede  it  wisely  uad. 
My  fonner  nardnesse  first  I  faire  excusd  ; 
And,  afVer,  promist  large  amends  to  make. 
With  such  smooth  tennes  her  error  I  abusd 
To  my  friends  good  more  then  for  mine  owne  sake. 
For  whose  sole  libertie  I  love  and  life  did  stake. 


LXt. 

*'  Thenceforth  I  found  more  fiivour  at  her  hsnd ; 

That  to  her  dwarfe,  which  had  me  in  bis  charge. 

She  bad  to  lighten  my  too  heavie  band. 

And  graunt  more  scope  to  me  to  walke  at  large. 

So  on  a  day,  as  by  the  fiowrie  marge 

Of  a  frssh  streame  I  with  that  elfe  did  play. 

Finding  no  meanes  how  I  might  us  enlarge. 

But  if  that  dwarfe  I  could  with  me  convey, 

I  lightly  snatcht  him  up  and  with  me  bore  away. 

"  Thersat  he  shriekt  aloud,  that  with  his  ory 
The  tyrant  selfe  came  forth  with  yelling  bray, 
And  me  pursew'd ;  but  nathemore  would  I 
Forgoe  tne  purchase  of  my  gotten  pray. 
But  have  perforce  him  bother  brought  away." 
Thus  as  they  talked,  loe  !  where  nigh  at  hand 
Those  ladies  two,  yet  doubtfull  through  dismay. 
In  presence  came,  desirous  t*  understand 
Tydings  of  sll  which  there  had  hapned  on  the  land. 

Lxni. 

Where  soone  as  sad  ^mylia  did  espie 
Her  captive  lovers  fnend,  young  Placidas ; 
All  mindleese  of  her  wontea  modestie 
She  to  him  ran,  and,  him  with  streight  embras 
Enfolding,  said ;  "  and  lives  vet  Amyas  V* 
"  He  lives,"  quoth  he,  "  and  his  i£mylia  loyes.** 
"  Then  lesse,^  said  she, "  b^  all  the  woe  I  pas. 
With  which  my  weaker  patience  fortune  proves : 
But  what  mishap  thus  long  him  firo  myselfe  r9> 
moves  V* 

LXIV. 

Then  gan  he  all  this  storie  to  renew. 

And  toll  the  course  of  his  captivitie : 

That  her  deare  hart  full  deepely  made  to  rew 

And  sigh  full  sore,  to  beare  the  miserie 

In  which  so  long  he  mercilesse  did  lie. 

Then,  after  many  teares  and  sorrowes  sp^t. 

She  deare  besought  the  prince  of  remeoie: 

Who  thereto  did  with  readie  will  consent. 

And  well  perfonn'd ;  as  ahall  appears  by  hli  ereal 


Caivto  UL] 


THB  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


CANTO  IX. 


The  Squire  of  low  deme,  releast, 

Peana  takes  to  wife : 
Britomart  figbtes  with  maxiy  knights ; 

Prince  Arthnr  atints  their  strife. 


Haud  is  the  doubt,  and  difBcnlt  to  deeme. 

When  all  three  kinds  of  lore  together  meet 

And  doe  dispart  the  hart  with  powre  extreme, 

Whether  ahaU  weigh  the  balance  downe ;  to  weet. 

The  deere  ejection  onto  kindred  sweet. 

Or  raging  fire  of  lore  to  womankind. 

Or  leale  of  friends  combjmd  with  rertnes  meet. 

Bat  of  them  aU  the  band  of  rertnons  mind. 

Me  secnio,tbe  gentle  hart  should  most  assured  hind. 

For  Bntuxall  aflhetion  aoone  doth  oesse. 
And  quenched  is  with  Cupids  greater  flame ; 
Bat  mithliill  friendship  doth  them  both  supprasae, 
And  them  with  maystrra^  discipline  doth  tame, 
Through  tfaoaffhts  aspyrmg  to  etemall  fione. 
For  as  the  aoiue  doth  rule  the  earthly  masse, 
And  aU  the  senriee  of  the  bodie  frame ; 
So  loTe  of  sottle  doth  lore  of  bodie  passe, 
No  lease  then  perfoct  gold  surmottntsthe  meanest 


AO  whieh  who  list  by  tryall  to  assay, 

Shall  in  this  storie  find  approred  plaine ; 

In  whieh  these  squires  true  friendship  more  did  sway 

Then  either  care  of  parenta  oould  refraioe. 

Or  lore  of  fiurest  laaie  could  constrains. 

For  thouffh  Peana  were  as  fsire  as  mome. 

Yet  did  Uus  trustie  squire  with  proud  disdaine 

For  his  friends  sake  her  ofired  iarours  scome. 

And  she  heneMe  her  eyre  of  whom  she  was  ybome. 

nr. 

Now,  after  thad  Prinoe  Arthur  graunted  had 

To  yeeld  sCftmg  suoeour  to  that  gentle  swayne. 

Who  now  long  time  had  lyen  in  prison  sad ; 

He  gan  adTise  how  best  he  mote  datrayne 

Ihat  enterpriae,  for  greatest  glories  gayne. 

That  hendieese  tynnts  tronke  he  reard  frx>m  ground, 

And,  baring  ympt  the  head  to  it  agayne, 

UpoD  his  ttsnall  beast  it  firmly  bound. 

And  made  it  so  to  ride  aa  it  aUre  was  found. 


Then  did  be  take  that  chased  squire,  and  layd 

Before  the  lyder,  as  he  captrre  were ; 

And  made  his  dwarfe,  though  with  unwilling  ayd. 

To  guide  the  beast  that  did  his  msister  beare, 

TQl  CD  hia  Ctstle  they  approched  neare : 

Whom  when  the  watch,  mat  kept  oontinuall  ward, 

Baw  eumaiing  home,  all  roide  of  doubtfuU  feare 

He,  miming  downe,  the  gate  to  him  unbard ; 

Whom  ftns^tt  the  Prioee  ensuing  in  together  fiir'd* 


▼I. 

There  did  he  find  in  her  delitious  boore 

The  fiiire  Peana  playing  on  a  rote, 

Complayning  of  her  cniell  paxamoure. 

And  singing  all  her  sorrow  to  the  note. 

As  she  had  learned  readily  by  rote ; 

That  with  the  sweetnesse  of  ner  nre  delight 

The  Prince  half  rapt  began  on  her  to  dote ; 

Till,  better  him  bethinking  of  the  right. 

He  her  unwares  attacht,  and  captiye  held  by  might. 

Tn. 

Whence  being  forth  produced,  when  she  perceived 
Her  owne  deare  sire,  she  cald  to  him  for  aide : 
But  when  of  him  no  aunswere  she  received, 
But  saw  him  sencelesse  by  the  squire  upstaide. 
She  weened  well  that  then  she  was  betraide  : 
Then  gan  she  loudly  cry,  and  weepe,  and  waile. 
And  that  same  squire  of  treason  to  upbraide : 
But  all  in  vaine ;  her  plaints  might  not  prevaile  ; 
Ne  none  there  was  to  reskue  her,  ne  none  to  baile. 


vm. 

Then  tooke  he  that  same  dwarfe  and  him  eompeld 
To  open  unto  him  the  prison  dore, 
And  forth  to  bring  those  thrals  which  there  he  held. 
Thence  forth  were  brought  to  him  above  a  score 
Of  kniehts  and  squires  to  him  unknowne  afore : 
All  which  he  did  from  bitter  bondage  free. 
And  unto  former  liberty  restore. 
Amongst  the  rest  that  squire  of  low  degree 
Came  forth  full  weake  and  wan,  not  like  himselfe  to 
bee. 

Whom  soone  as  fiiire  ^mylia  beheld 
And  Placidas,  they  both  unto  him  ran, 
And  him  embracing  fast  betwixt  them  held. 
Striving  to  comfort  him  aU  that  they  can. 
And  kissing  oft  his  visage  pale  and  wan : 
That  frure  Pieana,  them  benolding  both, 
Gan  both  envy,  and  bitterly  to  ban ; 
Through  iealous  passion  weeping  inly  wroth. 
To  see  the  sight  perforce  that  both  her  eyes  were 
loth. 

X. 

But  when  awhile  they  had  toother  beene. 

And  diversly  conferred  of  their  case, 

She,  though  full  oft  she  both  of  them  had  scene 

Asunder,  yet  not  ever  in  one  place, 

Began  to  doubt,  when  she  them  saw  embrace, 

Wuch  was  the  captive  squire  she  lov'd  so  deare, 

Deceived  through  g^reat  liKenesse  of  their  face : 

For  they  so  like  in  person  did  appeare. 

That  she  uneath  discerned  whether  whether  wears. 


fU 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


[Book  IV. 


SI. 

Aod  eke  the  prinee  wheoaa  he  them  artxad, 

I'hetr  like  resemhlaimce  much  edmired  there. 

And  mtxd  how  nmtore  hid  lo  well  dieg^iiedt 

Her  worke,  end  coanterfet  henelfe  to  nere. 

As  if  that  by  one  mtteme  leene  somewhere 

She  had  them  maae  t  pengone  to  he ; 

Or  whether  it  thnmgh  skill  or  erroor  were. 

Thus  gazing  long  at  them  mnch  wondred  he ; 

So  did  the  other  knights  and  iqniraa  whieh  him  did 


zn. 

Then  nn  thmr  nniacke  that  same  castle  atroog. 
In  which  he  round  great  store  of  hoorded  threasnrey 
The  which  that  tyrant  gathered  had  hy  wrong 
And  tortious  powre,  without  respect  or  measure. 
Upoo  all  which  the  Briton  prince  made  seasure. 
And  afterwards  continued  there  a  while 
To  rest  himselfe,  and  solace  in  soft  pleasure 
Those  weaker  ladies  after  wear^  toile ; 
To  whom  he  did  divide  part  of  his  purchast  spoile. 

zin. 

And,  for  more  ioy,  that  captive  lady  (aire, 
The  faire  Pa;ana,  he  enlarged  free, 
And  hy  the  rest  did  set  in  sumptuous  chairs 
To  feast  and  frollicke ;  nathemore  would  ahe 
Shew  gladsome  oountenaunoe  nor  pleasaunt  glee ; 
But  gnered  was  for  losse  both  of  her  sire. 
And  eke  of  lordship  with  both  land  and  fee ; 
But  most  she  toucned  was  with  griefe  entire 
For  losse  of  her  new  lore,  the  hope  of  her  desire. 

ZIT. 

But  her  the  prinee,  through  his  well-wonted  grace, 
To  better  termes  of  myldnesse  did  entreat 
From  that  fowie  rudenesse  which  did  her  deface ; 
And  that  same  bitter  cor'sive,  which  did  eat 
Her  tender  heart  aod  made  refraine  from  meat. 
He  with  |i;ood  thewes  and  speeches  well  applyde 
Did  mollilie,  and  oalme  her  raging  heat : 
For  though  ahe  were  most  fairo,  and  eoodlr  dyde, 
Yet  she  it  all  did  mar  with  cruelty  and  pride. 


ZT. 

And,  for  to  shut  up  all  in  friendbr  lore, 
Sith  lore  was  first  the  ground  of  all  her  griefe, 
That  trusty  squire  he  wiseW  well  did  more 
Not  to  despise  that  dame  which  lor'd  him  liefe. 
Till  he  had  made  of  her  some  better  priefe ', 
But  to  accept  her  to  his  wedded  wife  : 
Thereto  he  ofired  for  to  make  him  chieie 
Of  all  her  land  and  lordship  during  life : 
He  yeelded,  and  her  tooke;  so  stinted  all  their 
•trife. 

zvi. 

From  that  day  forth  in  peace  and  ioyous  blia 
They  lir'd  together  lon^  without  debate ; 
Ne  prirate  iarre,  ne  spite  of  enemis, 
Could  shake  the  aafe  aasuraunce  of  their  state : 
And  ahe,  whom  nature  did  so  faire  create 
That  she  mote  match  the  iaireat  of  her  daies. 
Yet  with  lewd  loves  and  lust  intemperate 
Had  it  defaste,  thenceforth  reformed  her  waies, 
That  all  men  much  admyide  her  change,  and  spake 
her  praise. 


zm. 

Thus  when  the  prince  had  perfectly  oomprlde 
These  paires  of  finends  in  peace  and  aetled  net : 
Himselfe,  whose  minde  did  tzmrell  as  with  chylde 
Of  his  old  lore  coocear 'd  in  secret  hrest, 
Aeeolred  to  pursue  his  former  guest ; 
And,  taking  leare  of  all,  with  him  did  beare 
Faire  Amoret,  whom  fortune  by  bequest 
Had  left  in  his  protection  whileare, 
Ezchanged  out  of  one  into  another  ieare. 

ZTin. 

Feare  of  her  nietf  did  her  not  eonatraine  , 

For  well  ahe  wist  now  in  a  mighty  bond 

Her  person,  late  in  perill,  did  remaine. 

Who  able  was  all  daungers  to  withstond  t 

But  now  in  feare  of  shune  she  more  did  stond^ 

Se^g  heiaelfe  all  aoly  suooouriesse. 

Left  in  the  rictora  powre,  likeraaaaU  bond; 

Whose  will  her  weakeneese  could  no  way  represM, 

In  case  his  buning  lust  should  breake  into  ezoesae. 


But  cause  of  leare  sure  had  ahe  none  at  all 
Of  hhn,  who  goodly  learned  had  of  yore 
The  course  oflooae  affection  to  foistell. 
And  lawlesse  lust  to  rule  with  reasons  lore ; 
That,  aU  the  while  he  by  his  side  her  bore. 
She  was  aa  aafe  aa  in  a  sanctuary. 
Thoa  many  miles  they  two  together  wore, 
To  seeke  their  lores  dispersed  dirersly ; 
Yet  neither  shewed  to  other  their  hearts  pririty 


At  length  they  came  whereas  a  troupe  of  knighta 
They  saw  together  skixmishing,  aa  seemed : 
Size  they  were  all,  all  full  of  tell  despight. 
But  foare  of  them  the  battell  best  beseemed. 
That  which  of  them  was  beet  mote  not  be  deemed 
These  foure  were  they  from  whom  fidse  Florimel 
By  Braggadochio  Utoly  was  redeemed  ; 
To  weet,  steme  Druon,  and  lewd  Claribell, 
Lore-lavish  Blandamour,  aod  lustftill  ParidelL 


Druons  delight  was  sU  in  single  life, 

And  unto  ladies  lore  would  lend  no  leasure : 

The  more  was  Claribell  enraged  rife 

With  fervent  flames  and  lored  out  of  measure : 

So  eke  lor'd  Bkndamour,  but  yet  at  pleasure 

Would  change  his  liking,  and  new  lemans  prore : 

But  Paridell  of  lore  did  make  no  tfareasure. 

But  lusted  after  all  that  him  did  more : 

So  direraly  theae  foure  disposed  were  to  Iot*, 

zzn. 

But  those  two  other,  which  beside  them  stoode. 

Were  Britomart  and  gentle  Scndamour : 

Who  all  the  while  beheld  their  wr»thfttU  moode, 

And  wondred  at  their  implacable  stoure. 

Whose  like  they  nerer  saw  till  that  ssme  houre : 

So  dresdfull  strokes  each  did  at  other  drire. 

And  laid  on  load  with  all  their  might  and  powre. 

As  if  that  erery  dint  the  ghost  would  rive 

Out  of  their  wretched  oonea,  and  their  lives  deprii'e 
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ZXIII. 

Ai  wlicn  Dm  Motaa,  in  great  displeasare 
For  losM  of  hia  denre  love  bv  Neptane  hent. 
Sends  Ibrth  tha  winds  ont  or  his  hidden  thrwurare 
Upon  the  sea  to  wreske  his  full  intent ; 
They,  hieaking  forth  with  rude  unruliment 
From  all  fours  parts  of  heaven,  doe  rage  full  sore. 
And  tosse  the  oeepes,  and  teare  the  firmament, 
And  all  the  worid  confound  with  wide  uprore ; 
As  if  instead  thereof  they  Chaos  would  restore. 

XZtT. 

Cause  of  their  discord  and  so  fell  debate 

Was  for  the  lore  of  that  same  snowy  maid, 

Whome  Uiey  had  lost  in  tumeyment  of  late ; 

And«  seekiDg  long  to  weet  which  way  she  straid, 

Met  here  together ;  where,  through  lewd  upbraid  e 

Of  Ati  and  Duessa,  they  fell  out ; 

And  each  one  taking  part  in  others  aide 

This  cruell  conflict  raised  thereabout, 

Whoae  dsDgerous  successe  depended  yet  in  doubt : 

zxr. 

For  sometimes  Paridell  and  Blandamour 
The  better  had,  and  bet  the  others  backs ; 
Eftsoones  the  others  did  the  field  recoure. 
And  oo  their  foes  did  worke  full  cruell  wracke : 
Yet  neither  would  their  fiend-like  fury  slacks, 
But  eTermore  their  mslice  did  augment ; 
Till  that  oneath  they  forced  were,  for  lacke 
Of  hreaith,  their  ragme  rigour  to  relent. 
And  rest  themselrea  ror  to  recover  spirits  spent. 

XXVI. 

Tbtrs  gaa  they  change  their  sides,  and  new  parts 

For  Pandell  did  take  to  Druons  side,  [take ; 

For  oid  despight  which  now  forth  newly  brake 

Gainst  Blandamour  whom  alwaies  he  enride  : 

And  Blandamour  to  Claribell  relide : 

So  all  afresh  gan  former  fight  renew. 

As  when  two  harkes,  this  caried  with  the  tide. 

That  with  the  wud,  contrary  courses  sew. 

If  wind  and  tide  doe  change,  their  courses  chsnge 


xxra, 

ThsMafiorth  tbejrmuch  more  furiously  gan  fare. 

As  if  hot  then  tne  battell  had  begonne ; 

Ke  helmets  brif  ht  ne  hawberks  strong  did  spare, 

That  thnrai^  the  elifts  the  vermeil  bloud  out  sponne, 

Aod  all  Klowne  their  riren  sides  did  ronne. 

Soeh  mortall  malioe  wonder  was  to  see 

Ift  firieoda  profeat,  and  so  great  outrage  donne  : 

But  sooth  la  said,  and  tride  in  each  degree, 

ytmt/nmidi  whgn  thgyfaU  out  mott  enteUfomen  bee, 

zxvm. 

Tbaa  they  Icmg  while  continued  in  fight ; 
Till  Seitfumonr  and  that  same  Briton  maide 
Bt  fortone  in  that  place  did  chance  to  light : 
l^hom  eoeoe  as  they  with  wrathlull  eie  bewraide, 
Thijr  cn  remember  of  the  fowle  upbraide. 
The  waiefc  that  Biitoneaae  had  to  them  donne 
la  that  IiftB  tnfnev  for  the  snowy  maide  ; 
Wbm  die  had  toem  both  shamefully  fordonne. 
And  ^the  fnioSB  miieof  beauty  fit>m  them  wonne. 


rxiz. 


Efboooea  all  burning  with  a  fresh  desire 

Of  fell  rerenge,  in  their  malicious  mood 

The¥  from  themselves  gan  tume  their  furious  ire. 

Ana  cruell  blades  yet  steeming  with  whot  bloud 

Afainst  those  two  let  drive,  as  they  were  wood : 

Who  wondring  much  at  that  so  sodaine  fit. 

Yet  noueht  dismayd,  them  stoutly  well  withstood  ^ 

Ne  yeelded  foote,  ne  once  abacke  did  flit. 

Bat,  being  doubly  smitten,  likewise  doubly  smit« 


zxz. 

The  warlike  dame  was  on  her  part  asssid 

Of  Claribell  and  Blandamour  attone ; 

And  Paridell  and  Druon  fiercely  laid 

At  Scudamour,  both  his  profesm  fone  : 

Four  charged  two,  and  two  surcharged  one ; 

Yet  did  those  two  themselves  so  bravely  beare, 

That  th'  other  litle  gained  by  the  lone. 

But  with  their  owne  repayea  duely  weare, 

And  usury  withall :  such  gains  wa^  gotien  ieare. 

xxxiC 

FuU  oftentimes  did  Britomort  assay 
To  speake  to  them,  and  some  emparlance  move  ; 
But  they  for  nought  their  crueU  bands  would  stay, 
Ne  lena  an  eare  to  ought  that  might  behove. 
As  when  an  eager  mastifie  once  doth  prove 
The  tast  of  bloud  of  some  engored  beast. 
No  words  may  rate,  nor  rigour  him  remove 
From  greedy  hold  of  that  bis  blouddy  feast : 
So,  litle  did  they  hearken  to  her  sweet  behcast. 

JLXXU, 

Whom  when  the  Briton  prince  afarre  beheld 
With  ods  of  so  imeouall  match  opprest. 
His  mighty  heart  with  indignation  sweld. 
And  inward  grudge  fild  hit  heroicke  brest : 
£fUoones  himselte  he  to  tbeir  aide  addrest. 
And  thrusting  fierce  into  the  thickest  preace 
Divided  them,  however  loth  to  reat ; 
And  would  them  faine  from  battell  to  surceasse, 
With  gentle  words  ptrswading  them  to  friendly  peace. 

xxxtiz. 

Dut  they  so  fiirre  from  peace  or  patience  were. 
That  au  at  orc^  at  him  gan  fiercely  flie. 
And  lay  on  load,  as  they  him  downe  would  beare  : 
Like  to  a  storms  which  hovers  under  skie. 
Long  here  and  there  and  round  about  doth  stie, 
At  length,  breakes  downe  in  raine,  and  hails,  and 

sleet. 
First  from  one  coast,  till  nought  thereof  be  drift  ; 
And  then  another,  till  that  likewise  fleet ; 
And  so  from  side  to  side  till  all  the  world  it  weet. 

XXXIV. 

But  now  their  forces  greatly  were  decayd, 

The  prince  yet  being  fresh  untoucht  afore ; 

Who  them  with  speaches  milde  gan  first  disswade 

From  such  fouls  outrage,  and  them  long  forbore : 

Till,  seeiuff  them  through  suflfrance  hartned  more, 

Himselfe  he  bent  their  furies  to  abate, 

And  layd  at  them  so  sharpely  and  so  sore, 

That  shortly  them  compelled  to  retrate. 

And  being  brought  'm  dannger  to  relent  too  late* 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


[Book  IV. 


ZXXT. 

Bat  now  Uf  connce  being  tbToa|[;Uf  fifed. 

He  ment  to  make  Uiemknow  their  follies  prise. 

Had  not  tkoae  two  him  instantly  desired 

T'  asswage  his  wnth,  and  pardon  their  meaprise : 

At  whoae  requeat  he  gan  lumselfe  advise 

To  BUY  his  hand,  and  of  atruce  to  treat 

In  milder  tearmea,  as  list  them  to  dense  ; 

Mongst  which  the  eause  of  their  so  cmell  heat 

He  dSd  them  aske;  who  all  that  paaaed  gan  repeat ; 

jixxrx. 

And  told  at  large  how  that  same  errant  knight. 

To  weet,  faire  Britomazt,  them  late  had  foyled 

In  open  tomey,  and  by  vrroufffuU  fight 

Both  of  their  publicke  praise  bad  them  despoyled* 

And  also  of  their  private  loves  beguyled  -, 

Of  two  full  hard  to  read  the  harder  theft. 

Bat  ahe  that  wrongfoll  challenge  aoone  aasoyled. 

And  ahew'd  that  ahe  had  not  that  lady  refl, 

(Ai  they  snppoa'dO  but  her  had  to  her  liking  left 

XXZVI1* 

To  whom  the  prinee  thus  goodly  well  reolied ; 
"  Certea,  air  knight,  ye  seemen  much  to  blame 
To  rip  np  wxong  that  battell  once  hath  tried; 
Wherein  the  honor  both  of  armea  ye  shame. 
And  eke  the  lore  of  ladies  foule  defame ; 
To  whom  the  world  thia  franchise  ever  yeelded, 
That  of  their  lores  choise  they  mi^ht  freedom  clame, 
And  in  that  right  ahould  by  all  knights  be  shielded : 
Gainst  which,  me  aeemes,  thia  war  ye  wrongfuUy 
bare  wielded." 


XXJiVtXU 

"  And  yet,"  quoth  ahe,  "a  greater  wrong lemainea  ■ 
For  I  thereby  my  former  lore  have  lost ; 
Whom  seeking  ever  since  with  endlesse  paipes 
Hath  me  much  sorrow  and  much  trBvell  cost 
Aye  me,  to  see  that  gentle  maide  ao  tost  !*' 
But  Scodsmour  then  sighing  deepe  thus  saide  ; 
"  Certes  her  losse  ought  me  to  sorrow  most. 
Whose  right  she  is,  wherever  she  be  straide. 
Through  many  perils  wonne,  and  many  fortunes 
waide : 

zxxtx. 

"  For  from  the  firat  that  I  her  love  profeat. 
Unto  thia  houre,  this  present  lucklesse  howre, 
I  never  ioyed  happinesse  nor  rest; 
But  thus  tormoild  from  one  to  other  stowre 
I  wast  my  life,  and  doe  my  daiea  devowre 
In  wretched  anguishe  and  inoeasant  woe. 
Passing  the  meastire  of  my  feeble  powre  ; 
That,  living  thus  a  wretcn  and  lovmg  so, 
I  neither  can  my  love  ne  yet  my  life  forgo." 


Then  good  Sir  CkoibeD  him  thus  bespake; 

**  Now  were  it  not.  Sir  Scodsmour,  to  you 

DisUkefuU  peine  ao  aad  a  taske  to  take. 

Mote  me  entreat  yon,  aith  this  gentle  crew 

Is  now  so  well  accorded  all  anew. 

That,  as  we  ride  together  on  our  way, 

Ye  will  recount  to  us  in  order  dew 

All  that  adventure  which  ye  did  assay 

For  that  ftire  ladiea  love :  past  petila  fieU  apay.  ** 


xu. 

So  gan  the  rest  him  likewise  to  raoaira : 

But  Britomavt  did  him  imp6rtnna  nard 

To  take  on  hiaa  that  peine ;  whose  great  deaira 

Ha  glad  to  aatbfie,  himaelfe  prepar*d 

To  tall  through  what  aiisfortune  he  had  fiuM 

In  tl»t  atehiavemflBt,  as  to  him  befell, 

Aad  all  tboae  dwingera  unto  them  dedar'd ; 

Which  aidi  they  cannot  in  thia  canto  well 

CkHnpriaed  be,  I  will  them  in  another  tell. 


CANTO  X. 

SoudaBMMir  doth  his  conquest  taU 

Of  vertnous  Amoret : 
Great  Vanns  temple  is  deaerib*d ; 

And  lovara  life  forth  lat 


t. 


"  Taus  he  it  said,  whatever  man  it  aayd, 

That  love  with  gall  and  bony  doth  abound : 

But  if  the  one  be  with  the  other  wayd, 

For  eve^  dram  of  bony,  therein  found, 

A  pound  of  gall  doth  over  it  redound : 

That  I  too  true  by  triall  have  approved ; 

For  smce  the  day  that  first  with  deadly  wound 

My  heart  was  lanncht,  and  learned  to  have  loved, 

I  ueTer  ioyed  howre,  but  still  with  care  waa  moved. 


n. 

"  And  yat  aaeh  graoe  ia  ^ven  them  firom  above. 
That  au  the  cares  and  eviU  which  they  meat 
May  nought  at  all  their  aetled  mindes  lemove^ 
But  seeme  gainst  oommon  aence  to  them  moat  sweet; 
As  hosting  in  their  martyrdome  anmeet. 
So  all  that  ever  yet  I  have  endured 
I  oountas  naught,  and  tread  downa  nndei  feet. 
Since  of  my  love  at  length  I  reat  assured. 
That  to  disloyalty  she  will  not  be  allured* 


Cakto  X.] 


THl^  FA£R1£  QU££NE. 


ttf 


HI. 


<« 


tjODg  were  to  tell  tBe  tntTell  and  long  toile, 
Tbrough  which  thii  shield  of  Love  I  late  have  wonne, 
And  purohaaed  this  peerleeae  beauties  apoile, 
That  harder  may  be  ended,  then  begonne  : 

But  since  ye  ao  dettre,  voar  will  be  donne. 
Then  hearke,  ye  gende  imighta  and  kdiea  freOr 

My  bard  mishaps  that  ye  may  leame  to  ahonne ; 

For  though  sweet  lore  to  conquer  glorious  bee. 

Vet  i»  the  peine  thereof  much  greater  then  the  fee. 


nr. 


«*  Wbat  time  the  fame  of  this  renowmed  prise 
Flew  first  abroad,  and  all  mens  earea  possest ; 
I,  baying  armes  then  taken,  gan  arise 
To  winne  me  honour  by  some  noble  gest. 
And  purchase  me  some  place  amongst  the  beat 
I  boldly  thought,  (ao  young  mens  thouehta  are  bold). 
That  this  same  brave  emprize  for  me  did  reat. 
And  that  both  shield  and  she  whom  I  behold 
Mig^t  be  my  lucky  lot  ^  sith  all  by  lot  we  hold. 


"  So  an  that  lutfd  adventure  forth  I  went. 
And  to  the  place  of  perill  shortly  came : 
That  was  a  temple  nire  and  auncient. 
Which  of  great  mother  Venus  bare  the  name. 
And  farre  renowmed  through  exceeding  fame ; 
Much  more  then  that  which  was  in  Papboe  built. 
Or  that  in  Cv^nis,  both  long  since  thia  same. 
Though  all  tne  piUonrs  of  the  one  were  gialt^ 
And  all  the  othexa  pavement  were  with  yrory  spilt: 


VI. 

"  And  it  waa  seated  Sn  an  island  strong. 

Abounding  di  with  ddioes  most  rare, 

And  waU'd  by  nature  gainst  invaden  wrong. 

That  none  mote  have  acoeaae,  nor  inward  hn. 

But  by  one  way  that  paaaage  did  prepaid. 

It  was  a  bridge  ybuilt  in  goodly  woe 

With  curious  oorbea  and  pendanta  ^ven  him. 

And  arohed  all  with  poronea  did  ansa 

On  Mrtaly  pillows  fitaai'd  after  the  Dorioke  gnixe : 

vn. 

"  And  fiar  defence  thereof  on  th'  other  end 
There  reared  waa  a  castle  faire  and  suoutf, 
llmt  waided  all  which  in  or  out  did  wend. 
And  flancked  both  the  bridgea  sides  along, 
Gainat  all  that  would  it  fikine  toforoe  or  wrong : 
And  therein  wonned  twen^  valiant  knights  ; 
All  twen^  trida  in  wanes  experience  long  ; 
Whose  office  waa  a^;ain8t  sll  manner  wighu 
By  all  meanea  to  mamtaine  that  castela  ancient  rights. 

vm* 

"  Before  that  castle  was  an  open  plaine, 

And  in  the  midst  thereof  a  pillar  placed ; 

On  which  this  ahield,  of  many  sought  in  vaine, 

Tut  sHfXLD  or  LOVB,  wboss  guerdon  he  bath  gnced. 

Was  bangd  on  h%h  with  golden  ribbands  lacod  ; 

And  in  the  marble  stone  H'aa  written  this. 

With  golden  letters  goodly  well  enchaced  ; 

BUued  thg  man  that  well  Canute  thit  biu : 

Whtm  antr  be  the  thield,/air9  Amani  b$  hit. 


IX. 

"  Whteh  when  I  red,  my  heart  did  inly  earne. 
And  pant  with  hope  of  that  adventurea  hap : 
Ne  staved  further  newes  thereof  to  leame, 
But  with  my  speare  upon  the  shield  did  rap. 
That  all  the  castle  ringed  with  the  clsp. 
Streight  forth  issewd  a  knight  all  arm*d  to  pioote. 
And  bravely  mounted  to  his  moat  mishap : 
Who,  staying  nought  to  qoeation  from  aloofe. 
Ran  fierce  at  bm,  that  fire  glaunst  from  his  horses 
hoofe. 

z. 

('  Whom  boldly  I  enoountred  ^ss  I  could) 
And  by  good  K>rtune  shortly  bun  unseated. 
Eftsoones  outsprunp^  two  more  of  equall  mould  ; 
But  I  them  both  with  equall  hap  defeated : 
So  all  the  twen^  I  likewise  entreated, 
And  left  them  groning  there  upon  tbe  plaine. 
Then,  preacing  to  the  pillour,  I  repeatinl 
Tbe  read  thereof  for  guerdon  of  my  peine. 
And,  taking  downe  Uie  ahield,  with  me  did  it  re* 
taine. 

XT. 

*'  So  forth  without  impediment  I  pastt 

Till  to  the  bridges  utter  gate  I  came; 

The  which  I  found  sure  lockt  and  chained  fast. 

I  knock t,  but  no  man  answred  me  by  name  i 

I  did,  but  no  man  anawred  to  my  dame : 

Yet  I  perB6ver*d  atill  to  knocke  and  call ; 

Till  at  the  last  I  apide  within  the  aame 

Where  one  stood  peeping  through  a  crevis  small. 

To  whom  1  oald  aloud,  hidfe  angry  therewatJa***. 

xn. 

**  Tjjat  was  to  weet  the  porter  of  the  place, 
Unto  whose  trast  the  charge  thereof  was  lent : 
His  name  waa  Doubt,  that  had  a  double  face, 
Th'  one  forward  looking,  th' other  backeward  bemt» 
Therein  resembling  laoua  auncient 
Which  hath  in  charge  the  ingate  of  the  yeare : 
And  evermore  hia  ejres  about  him  went. 
As  if  some  proved  perill  he  did  feare. 
Or  did  misdoubt  some  ill  whose  cause  dki  not  ap« 
peare. 

xm. 

<*  On  th'one  side  he,  on  th'  other  sate  Delay, 
BeLiude  the  gate,  iLat  none  her  might  espy  ; 
Whose  manner  was,  sU  passengen  to  stay 
And  entertaine  with  her  occasions  sly ; 
Through  which  some  lost  great  hope  uniieedily. 
Which  never  they  recover  might  againe ; 
And  othen,  ouite  excluded  forth,  did  ly 
Long  languisning  there  in  unpittied  peine, 
And  seelong  often  entrannce  aftervrarda  in  vaine. 

xtv. 

"  Me  whenas  he  had  privily  espide 

Bearing  the  shield  whidi  1  hsd  conquerd  lota. 

He  kend  it  straight,  and  to  me  opened  wide  : 

So  in  I  past,  and  streight  he  closd  the  gate. 

But  being  in,  Delay  in  cloae  awaite 

Caught  bold  on  me,  and  thought  my  ateps  to  stay. 

Feigning  full  many  a  fond  excuse  to  prate, 

And  time  to  ateale,  the  threasure  of  mans  day, 

Whoia  amallett  minute  loat  no  riches  render  may 


KB 
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XT. 


**  But  by  no  mMnes  mj  way  I  would  forslow 
For  ougot  that  ever  she  could  doe  or  sav ; 
But  from  my  lofty  ateede  dismounting  low 
Paat  forth  on  foote,  beholding  all  the  way 
'Ilie  goodly  workea,  and  stones  of  rich  assay. 
Cast  into  sundry  shapes  by  wondrous  skill. 
That  like  on  earth  no  where  I  reck<«n  may  ; 
And  underneath,  the  river  rolling  still 
With  murmure  soft,  that  seem'd  to  serve  the  work- 
mans  wilL 

XVT. 

"  Thence  forth  I  passed  to  the  second  gate. 
The  Gate  of  Gooa  Desert,  whose  goodly  pride 
And  costly  frame  were  long  here  to  relate  : 
The  same' to  all  stoode  alwaies  open  wide ; 
But  in  the  porch  did  evermore  abide 
An  hideous  giant,  dreadfull  to  behold. 
That  stopt  the  entraunce  with  his  spacious  stride, 
And  with  the  terrour  of  his  countenance  bold 
Full  many  did  affirmy,  that  else  faine  enter  would : 


XVII. 

"  His  name  was  Daunger,  dreaded  over  all ; 
Who  day  and  night  did  watch  and  duely  ward 
From  fearefull  cowards  entrance  to  foratall 
And  faint>heart-fooles,  whom  shew  of  perill  hard 
Could  terrifie  from  fortunes  fairs  adward : 
For  oftentimes  faint  hearts,  at  first  espiall 
Of  his  grim  face,  were  from  approaching  scard : 
Unwdythy  they  of  grace,  whom  one  deniall 
Excludes  from  fairest  hope  withouten  further  triall. 

xvui. 

"  Yet  many  doughty  warriours  often  tride 
In  greater  perils  to  be  stout  and  bold. 
Durst  not  the  stemnesse  of  his  looks  abide ; 
But,  soone  as  they  his  countenance  did  behold. 
Began  to  faint,  and  feele  their  corage  cold. 
Againe,  some  other,  that  in  hard  assaies 
Were  cowards  knowne,  and  litle  count  did  hold. 
Either  through  gifts,  or  guile,  or  such  like  waies. 
Crept  in  by  stouping  low,  or  stealing  of  the  kaies. 

XIX. 

"  But  I,  though  meanest  man  of  many  moe, 
Yet  much  disdaining  unto  him  to  lout. 
Or  creepe  betweene  his  legs,  so  in  to  goe, 
Resolv'd  him  to  assault  with  manhood  stout. 
And  either  beat  him  in  or  drive  him  out. 
Eftsoooes,  advauncing  that  enohaunted  shield. 
With  all  my  might  I  gan  to  lay  about : 
Which  when  he  saw,  the  glaive  which  he  did  wield 
He  gan  forthwith  t'  avale,  and  way  unto  me  yield. 

XX. 

'*  So,  as  I  entred,  I  did  backeward  looke, 

For  feare  of  harme  that  might  lie  hidden  there ; 

And  loel  his  hindparts,  whereof  heed  I  tooke. 

Much  more  deformed,  fearfull,  ugly  were, 

Then  all  his  former  parts  did  earst  appere : 

For  hatred,  murther,  treason,  and  despight. 

With  many  moe  lay  in  ambiishment  there, 

Awayting  to  entrap  the  warelesse  wight 

Which  diid  not  them  prevent  with  vigilant  foresight. 


XXI. 


**  Thus  having  past  all  perill,  I  was  come 

Within  the  compasse  or  that  islands  space  $ 

The  which  did  seeme,  unto  my  simple  doome. 

I'he  onely  pleasant  and  delightfull  place 

That  ever  troden  was  of  footings  trace  : 

For  all  that  nature  by  her  mother-wit 

Could  frame  in  earth,  and  forme  of  substance  h^ie, 

Waa  there ;  and  all  that  nature  did  omit, 

Art,  playing  aecond  natures  part,  supplyed  it. 


XXII. 

"  No  tree,  that  is  of  count,  in  greenewood  growes. 

From  lowest  iuniper  to  ceder  tell ; 

No  flowre  in  fiela,  that  daintie  odour  throwes. 

And  deckea  his  branch  with  blossomes  over  all. 

But  there  was  planted,  or  grew  naturall : 

Nor  sense  of  man  so  coy  and  curious  nice. 

But  there  mote  find  to  please  itselfe  withall ; 

Nor  hart  could  wish  for  any  queint  device. 

But  there  it  present  was,  and  did  fraile  scn^e  entice. 


xxin. 


(f 


In  such  luxurious  plentie  of  all  pleasure. 
It  seem'd  a  second  paradise  I  ghesse, 
So  lavishly  enricht  with  natures  threasure. 
That  if  the  happie  soules,  which  doe  possesse 
Th'  Elysian  fields  and  live  in  lasting  blesse. 
Should  happen  this  with  living  eye  to  see, 
They  soone  would  loath  their  lesser  happin^ue, 
And  wish  to  life  retnm'd  againe  to  bee. 
That  in  this  ioyous  place  they  mote  have  ioyance  free. 

xxnr. 

"  Fresh  shadowes,  fit  to  shroud  from  sunny  ray ; 
Fairs  lawnds,  to  take  the  sunne  in  season  dew  ; 
Sweet  springs,  in  which  a  thousand  nymphs  did  pla/ 
Soft-rombling  brookes,  that  gentle  slomber  drew ; 
High-reared  mounts,  the  lands  about  to  view ; 
Low-looking  dales,  disloignd  from  common  gaze ; 
Delightfull  bowres,  to  souce  lovers  trew  ; 
False  labyrinthes,  fond  runners  eyes  to  daxe ; 
All  whic£  by  nature  made  did  nature  selfe  amaze. 

XXV. 

"  And  all  without  were  walkes  and  alleyes  dight 
With  divers  trees  enraiig'd  in  even  rankes ; 
And  here  and  there  were  pleasant  arbors  pight. 
And  shadie  seates,  and  sundry  flowring  bankes 
To  sit  and  rest  the  walkers  wearie  shankes : 
And  therein  thousand  payres  of  lovers  walkt, 
Praysing  their  god,  and  yeelding  him  gre^t  thankes, 
Ne  ever  ought  but  of  their  true  loves  talkt, 
Ne  ever  for  rebuke  or  blame  of  any  balkt. 

ZXVI. 

"  All  these  together  by  themselves  did  sport 
Their  spotlesse  pleasures  and  swret  loveii  content 
But,  fane  away  from  these  another  sort 
Of  lovers  liocked  in  true  harts  consent ; 
Which  loved  not  as  these  for  like  intent. 
But  on  chaste  vertue  grounded  their  desire, 
Farrefrom  all  fraud  or  fayned  blandishment; 
Which,  in  their  spirits  kindling  zealous  fbe. 
Brave  thoughts  and  noble  deedesdid  evennore  aspire. 
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XXWIU 


"Snch  were  grett  Hercules,  and  Hyllus  deare : 

Trew  looathui,  and  David  truade  tryde  ; 

Stout  Theseus,  and  Pirithous  his  feare  ; 

Pylades,  and  Orestes  by  his  syde  ; 

MyM  Titus,  sod  Gesippus  without  pryde ; 

Damon  and  Pythias,  whom  death  could  not  seyer : 

All  the^e,  and  all  that  ever  had  beuo  tyde 

In  bands  of  friendship,  there  did  live  for  ever ; 

Whose  lives  although  decay^d,yetbve8  decayed  nerer. 


"  Which  whenaa  I,  that  never  tasted  blis 
Nor  hii»py  howre,  beheld  with  gaxefuU  eye, 
I  thongnt  there  was  none  other  heaven  then  this ; 
And  gmn  their  endlesse  happinesse  envye, 
Thvi  being  free  from  feare  and  gealosye 
flight  frukely  there  their  loves  desire  possesse  ; 
Wbtlest  I,  through  pains  and  perlous  ieopardie. 
Was  forst  to  seeke  my  lifes  deare  patronesse  : 
Much  deurer  be  the  things  which  come  through  hard 
distreese. 

XZIX. 

*<  Yet  all  those  sights,  and  all  that  else  I  saw. 
Might  not  my  steps  withhold  but  that  forthright 
Unto  that  pniposd  place  I  did  me  draw, 
Whereas  my  love  was  lodged  day  and  night, 
The  temple  of  great  Venus,  that  is  bight 
The  queene  of  beautie,  and  of  love  the  mother, 
There  worshipped  of  every  living  wight ; 
Whose  goodly  workmanship  fiure  past  all  other 
That  erer  were  on  earth,  all  were  they  set  together. 

xzx. 

"  Not  that  same  fiunons  temple  of  Di&ne, 
Whose  hieht  all  Ephesus  did  oversee, 
Aud  whi<£  all  Asia  sought  with  rowes  prophane. 
One  of  the  world's  seven  wonders  sayd  to  bee, 
3J^t  match  with  this  by  many  a  degree  ; 
Nor  that,  which  that  wise  king  of  lurie  framed 
^  ith  endlesse  cost  to  be  th*  ^mighties  see ; 
Nor  slip  that  else  through  all  the  world  is  named 
To  all  tha  heathen  gods,  might  like  to  this  be  clamed. 

XXXI. 

**  I.  mneh  admyring  that  so  goodly  frame, 
Uoto  the  porch  approcht,  which  open  stood ; 
Bat  therem  sate  an  amiable  dame. 
That  seem'd  to  be  of  rery  sober  mood. 
And  in  her  semblsnt  shew'd  great  womanhood : 
^t7ange  was  her  tyre  ',  for  on  her  head  a  crowme 
:  he  wore,  much  Uke  unto  a  Danisk  hood, 
Poadred  with  perle  and  stone ;  and  all  her  gowne 
iawovcn  was  with  gold,  that  raught  full  low  adowne. 

xxxn. 

**  On  ettbsr  aida  of  her  two  young  men  stood, 
lUxh  strongly  arm'd,  as  feanng  one  another  ; 
Vet  wan  tney  brethtcn  both  of  halfo  the  blood, 
Hrgoctaa  by  two  fathers  of  one  mother, 
Tbottgh  of  ooDtririe  nafnxaa  each  to  other  : 
The  oaa  of  them  bight  Love,  the  other  Hate ; 
lU&s  waa  tha  elder.  Love  the  younger  brother ; 
V<(  waa  the  younger  stronger  in  his  state 
Then  th*  eldar,  and  him  mayatred  still  in  all  debate. 


I 


XXXIU. 

"  Nathlesse  that  dame  so  well  them  tempred  both. 

That  she  them  forced  hand  to  ioyne  in  hand, 

Albe  that  Hatred  was  thereto  fuU  loth. 

And  tum*d  his  face  away,  as  he  did  stand, 

Unwilling  to  behold  that  lovely  band  * 

Yet  she  was  of  such  grace  and  vertuous  might. 

That  her  commaundment  he  could  not  withstand. 

But  bit  bis  lip  for  felonous  despight, 

And  gnasht  his  yron  tuskes  at  that  displeasing  sight 

XZXIV 

"  Concord  she  cleeped  was  in  common  reed. 
Mother  of  blessed  Peace  and  Friendship  trew ; 
lliey  both  her  twins,  both  borne  of  heavenly  seed. 
And  she  herselfe  likewise  divinely  grew; 
The  which  right  well  her  workes  divine  did  shew : 
For  strength  and  wealth  and  happinesse  she  lends. 
And  strife  and  warre  and  anger  does  subdew ; 
Of  little  much,  of  foes  she  maketh  frends. 
And  to  afflicted  minds  sweet  rest  and  quiet  sends. 

XXXV. 

"  By  her  the  heaven  is  in  his  course  contamad. 
And  all  the  world  in  state  unmoved  stands. 
As  their  Almightie  Maker  first  ordained, 
And  bound  them  with  inviolable  bands  ; 
Else  would  the  waters  overflow  the  lands, 
And  fire  devoure  the  ayre,  and  hell  them  quight ; 
But  that  she  holds  them  with  her  blessed  nanda. 
She  is  the  nourse  of  pleasure  and  delight. 
And  unto  Venus  grace  the  gate  doth  open  right. 

XXXVI. 

"  By  her  I  entring  half  dismayed  was ; 
But  she  in  gentle  wise  me  entertayned. 
And  twixt  herselfe  and  Love  did  let  me  pas  ; 
But  Hatred  would  my  entrance  have  restrayned. 
And  with  his  club  me  threatned  to  have  brayned. 
Had  not  the  ladie  with  her  powrefull  speech 
Him  from  his  wicked  will  uneath  refrayned  : 
And  th'  other  eke  his  malice  did  empeach. 
Till  I  was  throughly  past  the  perill  of  his  reach. 


XXXVII. 

"  Into  the  inmost  temple  thus  T  came, 
Which  fuming  all  witn  frankensence  I  found 
And  odours  rising  from  the^altari  flame. 
Upon  an  hundred  marble  pillors  round 
The  roof  up  high  vras  reared  from  the  ground, 
All  deokt  with  crownes,  and  chaynes,and  girlands  gay. 
And  thousand  pretious  gifts  worth  many  a  pound. 
The  which  sad  lovers  for  their  vowes  (fid  pay  ; 
And  all  the  ground  was  strow'd  with  flowres  as  fresh 
as  Msy. 

XXXVIII. 

"  An  hundred  altars  round  about  were  set, 

All  flaming  with  their  sacrifices  fire, 

That  with  the  stems  thereof  the  temple  swet» 

Which  rould  in  clouds  to  hearen  did  aspire. 

And  in  them  bore  true  lovers  vowes  entire : 

And  eke  an  hundred  brasen  caudrona  bright 

To  bath  in  ioy  and  amorous  desirs, 

Eveiy  of  which  was  to  a  damxell  hight ; 

For  all  the  priests  were  damsels  in  soft  linnen  dight* 
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ZXXIX. 

"  Right  in  the  midBt  the  goddeese  seHe  did  stand 
Upon  an  altar  of  some  OMt]y  maaae, 
Whose  Btthstance  was  nneatli  to  anderstand: 
For  neither  pretious  stone,  nor  darefiill  hrasse, 
Nor  shining  gold,  nor  mouldring  oUy  it  was ; 
But  much  more  rare  and  pretious  to  esteeme. 
Pure  in  aspect,  and  like  to  christall  glasse ; 
Yet  glasse  was  not,  if  one  did  lightly  deeme ; 
Buty  being  fiiire  and  brickie,  Ukeat  glasse  did 


ZLT. 


XL. 


«< 


But  it  in  shape  and  beantie  did  excell 
All  other  idoles  whiofa  the  heath*en  adore, 
Farre  passing  that,  which  by  surpassing  skill 
Phidiss  did  make  in  Paphos  isle  of  yore. 
With  which  that  wretched  Greeke,  that  life  foilors^ 
Did  fall  in  lore :  yet  this  much  fairer  shined. 
But  coirered  with  a  slender  reile  afore  : 
And  both  her  feete  and  legs  togeiJier  twyned 
Were  with  a  snake,  whose  head  and  tail  were  iait 
combyned. 

XLI. 

"  The  cause  why  she  was  oorered  with  a  rele 
Was  hard  to  know,  for  that  her  priests  the  same 
From  peoples  knowledge  labour*d  to  concele  t 
But  sooth  it  was  not  sure  for  womanish  shame. 
Nor  any  blemish,  which  the  worke  mote  blame ; 
But  for  (they  say)  she  hath  both  kinds  in  one. 
Both  msie  and  wmale,  hoth  under  one  name : 
She  syre  and  mother  is  herselfe  alone. 
Begets  and  eke  conceives,  ne  needeth  other  none. 


xui. 

"  And  all  about  her  necke  and  shoulders  flew 
A  flocke  of  little  loves,  and  sports,  and  ioyes. 
With  nimble  wings  of  gold  and  purple  hew ; 
WhoM  shapes  seemM  not  like  to  terrestrisll  boyee. 
But  like  to  angels  playing  heavenly  toyes ; 
The  whitest  their  eldest  brother  was  away, 
Cupid  their  eldest  brother :  he  enioyes 
The  wide  kingdome  of  love  with  lordly  sway. 
And  to  his  law  compels  all  creatures  to  obey. 

XUI1. 

*'  And  all  about  her  altar  scattered  lay 
Great  sorts  of  lovers  piteously  computj^ning. 
Some  of  their  losse,  son^e  of  their  loves  delay. 
Some  of  their  pride,  some  paragons  disdaining. 
Some  fearing  fraud,  some  irandulently  iaynmg. 
As  every  one  bad  cause  of  good  or  iU.      [strayning 
Amongst  the  rest  some  one,  through  Loves  con- 
Tormented  sore,  could  not  conteine  it  still. 
But  thus  brake  forth,  that  all  the  temple  it  did  fill ; 

xuv. 

"  *  Great  Venus !  queene  of  beantie  and  of  grace. 
The  ioy  of  gods  and  men,  that  under  skie 
Doest  Isyrest  shine,  and  most  adome  thy  place ; 
That  with  thy  smyltng  looks  doest  pacine 
The  raging  seas,  and  makst  the  stormes  to  flie  ; 
Thee,  goddesse,  thee  the  winds,  the  clouds  doe  fears ; 
And,  when  thou  spredst  thy  mantle  forth  on  hie^ 
The  waters  pl*y,  and  pleasant  lands  appeare. 
And  heavens  laugh,  and  al  the  world  shews  ioyous 
cheare* 


"  *  Then  doth  the  dndale  earth  throw  forth  to  diee 
Out  of  her  froitfull  lap  aboundant  ilowres ; 
And  then  all  living  wirhts,  soone  as  diey  see 
The  spring  breaks  Ibrui  out  of  hia  lusty  bowres. 
They  all  doe  leame  to  play  the  paramours : 
First  doe  the  merry  birds,  thy  prety  pages. 
Privily  pricked  with  thy  lustftiU  powres. 
Chirps  loud  to  thee  out  of  their  leavy  cages. 
And  thee  their  mother  call  to  ooola  their  kmdly  nges. 


ZLVX. 

"  *  Then  doe  the  salvage  beasts  begin  to  play 
Their  pleasant  friskes,  and  loatii  thor  wonted  food 
The  lyons  rore ;  the  tygers  loudly  bray ; 
The  raging  bnis  rehdlow  through  the  wood, 
And  breaking  forth  dare  tempt  die  deepest  flood 
To  come  where  thou  doest  draw  them  with  desire : 
So  all  things  else,  that  nourish  vitall  blood, 
Soone  as  with  fiiry  thou  doest  them  inspire. 
In  generation  seeke  to  quench  their  inward  fii«b 

ztvn. 

** '  So  an  the  world  hy  thee  at  flrst  was  made, 
And  dayly  yet  thou  doest  die  same  repayre: 
Ne  ougnt  on  earth  that  mernr  is  and  glad, 
Ne  ought  on  earth  that  loveiy  is  and  niyre. 
But  thou  the  same  for  pleasure  didst  prepayre  : 
Tbou  art  the  root  of  all  that  ioyous  is : 
Great  god  of  men  and  wom«i,  queene  of  th'  a)  re. 
Mother  of  laughter,  and  wel-spring  of  blisfie, 

0  gmunt  that  of  my  love  at  last  I  may  not  misse  !* 

XLVXIU 

"  So  did  he  say  :  but  I  with  murmurs  soft. 
That  none  might  heare  the  sorrnw  of  my  hait. 
Yet  inly  groning  deepe  and  sighing  ofi. 
Besought  her  to  graunt  ease  unto  my  smart, 
And  to  my  wound  her  gratious  help  impart. 
Whilest  thus  I  spake,  behold  !  with  happy  eye 

1  spyde  where  at  the  idoles  feet  apart 
A  bevie  of  fayre  damsels  close  dia  lye, 

Wayting  whenas  the  antheme  shoold  be  nmg  on  hye. 

ZI.IX, 

"  The  first  of  them  did  seeme  of  lypsr  yearea 
And  graver  countenance  then  aU  the  rest : 
Yet  all  the  rest  were  eke  her  equall  pearea. 
Yet  unto  her  obeyed  all  the  best : 
Her  name  was  Womanhood ',  that  she  exprest 
By  her  ssd  semblant  and  demesnure  wyse  ; 
For  stedfast  still  her  ejes  did  fixed  rest, 
Ne  rov*d  st  randon,  auer  gasers  guyae, 
Whose  luring  baytse  ommea  doe  heedlease  haita 
entyse* 

L. 

"  And  next  to  her  sate  goodly  ShamefoatiMaae^ 
Ne  ever  durst  her  eyes  firom  ground  uprears, 
Ne  ever  onoe  did  looke  up  from  her  desse. 
As  if  some  hlsme  of  eviu  she  did  feare. 
That  in  her  eheekes  made  roses  oft  appeare ; 
And  her  against  sweet  Cheerfulnesse  was  plaeed. 
Whose  eyes,  like  twinkling  stars  in  evening  oleaare. 
Were  deckt  with  smyles  that  all  sad  humors  chaoed. 
And  darted  forth  deligbta  the  which  her  goodly  graced. 
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u. 

"  And  next  to  her  nte  aober  Modettie, 

Holdiag  her  hand  up(fti  her  gentle  hart  i 

And  her  agvinst  nte  comely  Curtesie, 

That  unto  every  person  knew  her  part ; 

And  her  hefore  waa  seated  OTOrthwart 

Soft  SOence,  and  suhnusae  Ohedience, 

Both  linckt  together  never  to  dispert ; 

Both  giiU  of  God  not  gotten  hut  from  Ihemse ; 

Both  girlonds  of  his  aamta  against  their  foes  odenoe. 

ux. 

*'  Thus  sate  they  all  aronnd  in  eeemdy  rate : 
And  in  the  midst  of  them  a  goodly  mayd 
(£Ten  in  the  lap  of  womanhood)  there  sate. 
The  which  was  all  in  lilly  white  arayd, 
With  silrer  streames  amongst  the  linnen  8tray*d ; 
Like  to  the  Mome,  when  first  her  sbyning  fiBK» 
Hath  to  the  gloomy  world  itself  bewray'd : 
That  same  was  &3rrest  Amoret  in  place, 
Sbyning  with  beauties  light  and  heavenly  vertaes 
grace. 

"  Whonie  soone  as  I  beheld,  my  hart  gan  throb 
And  wade  in  doubt  whal  best  were  to  be  donDe : 
For  sacril^^  me  seem'd  the  ohurch  to  rob ; 
And  folly  seem'd  to  leave  the  thing  undonne. 
Which  with  so  strong  attempt  I  hA  begonne. 
Tho,  shaking  off  all  doubt  and  shamefast  feare. 
Which  ladies  love  I  beard  had  never  wonne 
Mongst  men  of  worth,  I  to  her  stepped  neare, 
And  by  the  lilly  hand  her  laboor'd  up  to  leare. 

LIT. 

**  Thersat  that  formost  matrooe  nie  did  WatoB, 
And  sharpe  rebuke  for  being  over-bold ; 
Saying  it  was  to  knip^bt  nnseemely  shamey 
Upon  a  recluse  virgm  to  lay  hold. 
That  nnto  Venus  services  wss  sold. 
To  whom  L  thus ;  Nay,  but  it  fittoth  best 
For  Cupids  man  with  Venus  mayd  to  hold  i 
For  ill  your  goddesse  services  are  drest 
By  virgins,  and  her  sacrifiees  let  to  rest. 


I  LV. 

*'  With  that  ay  shield  I  forth  to  her  did  show, 
Which  all  that  while  I  doselv  had  conceld ; 
On  which  when  Cupid  with  his  killing  bow 
And  cmell  shafts  emblaaond  she  beheld. 
At  sight  thereof  she  was  with  terror  qneld. 
And  said  no  more :  but  I,  which  all  mat  while 
The  pledge  of  fiuth  her  hand  enga^  held, 
(Like  warie  hynd  within  the  weedie  soyle,) 
For  no  intreatie  would  forgoe  so  glorious  apoylot 

LVX. 

"  And  evermore  upon  the  goddesse  ikoe 
Mine  eye  wast  fixt,  for  ftare  of  her  offence 
Whom  when  I  saw  with  amiable  grace 
To  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  my  pretenoo, 
I  was  emboldoed  with  more  conndenoe ; 
And,  nought  for  nioenesse  no  for  envy  spariug. 
In  presence  of  them  all  forth  led  her  thence, 
All  looking  on,  and  like  astonisht  staring, 
Yet  to  lay  iiand  on  her  not  one  of  all  than  daring 

LVU. 

'*  She  often  prayd,  and  often  me  besought. 
Sometime  with  tender  teares  to  let  her  goe. 
Sometime  witli  witohing  smyles :  but  yet,  for  nought 
That  ever  she  to  me  could  say  or  doe. 
Could  she  her  wisbed  freedome  fto  me  m'ooe ; 
But  forth  I  led  her  through  the  temple  gate. 
By  which  I  hardly  past  with  much  adoe  : 
But  that  same  ladie,  which  me  friended  lato 
In  entrance,  did  me  also  friend  in  my  letreata. 

X.TIIX. 

"  No  lesae  did  Daunger  threaten  me  with  dread, 
MThenas  he  saw  me,  maugre  all  his  powre. 
That  glorious  spoyle  of  &autie  with  me  lead. 
Then  Cerberus,  when  Orpheus  did  reooure 
His  leman  from  the  S^giui  princes  boure* 
But  evermore  my  shield  did  me  defend 
Against  the  storme  of  every  dreadfiill  stoure : 
Thus  safely  with  my  love  I  thence  did  wend.** 
So  ended  he  his  tale ;  where  I  this  oaato  end. 


CANTO  XI. 

Marinelk  former  wound  is  heald ; 

He  comes  to  Proteus  ball, 
Whiire  Thames  doth  the  Medway  wedd« 

And  feasts  the  sea-gods  all. 


But  ah  \  for  pitde  that  I  have  thns  long 

Left  a  fkyre  ladie  langaishing  in  paynel 

Now  well  away  I  that  I  have  doen  such  wrong. 

To  let  feire  Florimell  in  bands  remayne. 

In  beads  of  love,  and  in  sad  thraldomes  ehayne ; 

From  which  unlesse  some  faeaveuly  power  her  free 

By  miracle,  not  yet  appearing  playne, 

Sfie  lenger  yet  is  like  captf v'd  to  D«e ; 

That  even  to  thinke  thereof  it  inly  pitties  mee. 


Here  neede  you  to  remember,  how  ei«whil4 
Unlovely  Proteus,  nissfaig  to  his  mind 
That  virghis  love  to  win  by  wit  or  wOe, 
Her  threw  into  a  dongeon  deeoe  and  btind. 
And  there  in  ebaynes  her  cmeUy  hid  bind. 
In  hope  thereby  her  to  his  bent  to  draw  : 
For,  whenas  neither  gifbi  nor  graoes  kind 
Her  constant  mind  could  move  at  all  be  saw. 
He  thought  her  to  eompeU  1^  oTMltia  and  «w«. 


Deepe  in  the  bottome  of  an  huge  great  rocke 
The  dongeon  was,  in  which  her  bound  he  left, 
Tb<U  neither  yron  barres,  nor  bimsen  locVe, 
Did  neede  to  gard  from  force  or  secret  theft 
Of  all  her  lovers  which  would  her  have  reft : 
For  waird  it  was  with  wares,  which  rag'd  and  ror'd 
As  they  the  cliffe  in  peeces  would  hare  cleft  ; 
Berfides,  ten  thousand  monsters  fonle  abhor'd 
Did  wa\te  about  it,  gaping  grieslj,  all  begor'd. 

iri 

And  in  the  midst  thereof  did  Horror  dwell, 
And  DaAenesse  dredd  that  nerer  riewed  day. 
Like  to  the  balefuU  house  of  lowest  hell. 
In  which  old  Styx  her  aged  bones  alway 
(Old  Styx  the  grandame  of  the  gods)  doth  lay. 
There  did  this  lucUesse  mayd  seren  months  abide, 
Ne  erer  ereniug  saw,  ne  mornings  rmy, 
Ne  erer  from  the  day  the  night  descride. 
But  thought  it  all  one  night,  that  did  no  houfes 
diride. 

V. 

And  all  this  was  for  lore  of  Marinell, 
I  Who  her  desprsd  (ah !  who  would  her  despyse  !) 
And  wemens  lore  did  from  his  hart  ex  pell, 
And  all  those  ioyes  that  weake  mankind  entyse. 
Nathlesse  his  pride  full  dearely  he  did  pzyse  j 
For  of  a  womans  hand  it  was  ywroke, 
That  of  the  wound  he  yet  in  languor  lyes, 
|Ne  can  be  cured  of  that  croell  stroke 
iWhi(^  Britomart  him  gare,  when  he  did  her  proroke. 


n. 

Yet  farre  and  neare  the  nymph  his  mother  sought,' 

And  many  salres  did  to  his  sore  applie. 

And  many  herbes  did  use  :  but  whenas  nought 

She  saw  could  ease  his  rankling  maladie ; 

At  last  to  Tryphon  she  for  helpe  did  hie, 

(This  Tryphon  is  the  sea-gods  surgeon  bight,) 

Whom  she  besought  to  find  some  remedie  : 

And  for  his  paines  a  whistle  him  behight. 

That  of  a  fisnes  shell  was  wrought  with  rare  delight 

rii. 

So  well  that  leach  did  hearke  to  her  reouest. 

And  did  so  well  employ  his  carefull  pame. 

That  in  short  space  his  hurts  he  had  redrest. 

And  him  restor'd  to  healthfuU  state  againe  : 

In  which  he  long  time  after  did  remaine 

There  with  the  nymph  his  mother,  like  her  thrall ; 

Who  sore  against  his  will  did  him  retaine, 

For  fears  of  perill  which  to  him  mote  fidl 

Through  his  too  rentrous  prowesse  prored  orer  alL 

rm* 

It  fortun'd  then,  a  solemn  feast  was  there 

To  all  the  sea-gods  and  their  fruitfuU  seede. 

In  honour  of  the  spousalls  which  then  were 

Betwixt  the  Medway  and  the  Thames  agreed. 

Long  had  the  Thames  (as  we  in  records  reed) 

Before  that  day  her  wooed  to  his  bed  ; 

But  the  proud  n3rmph  would  for  no  worldly  meed. 

Nor  no  entreatie,  to  his  lore  be  led  ; 

Till  now  tt  h»t  relenting  she  to  him  was  wed. 


So  both  agreed  that  this  their^bridale  feast 
Should  for  the  gods  in  Proteus  house  be  made ; 
To  which  they  aU  repayrM,  both  most  and  least. 
As  well  which  in  the  migbtie  ocean  trade. 
As  that  in  rirers  swim,  or  brookea  doe  wade : 
All  which,  not  if  an  handled  tongues  to  tell. 
And  hundred  mouthes,  and  roice  of  brasse  I  had. 
And  endlesse  memorie  that  mote  exoell, 
In  Older  as  they  came  could  I  recount  them  well. 


Helpe  therefore,  O  thou  sacred  impe  of  lore. 

The  noursling  of  dame  Memorie  his  deare. 

To  whom  those  rolles,  layd  up  in  hearen  abore. 

And  records  of  antiquitie  appears. 

To  which  no  wit  of  man  may  comen  neare  ; 

Helpe  me  to  tell  the  names  of  all  those  floods 

Ana  all  those  nymphes,  which  then  assembled  were 

To  that  great  banquet  of  the  watxy  gods. 

And  all  their  sundry  kinds,  and  all  Uwir  hid  abodes. 

•XX. 

First  came  neat  Neptune,  with  his  diree-forkt  mace. 
That  rules  the  seas  and  makes  them  rise  or  ftll , 
His  dew^  lockes  did  drop  with  brine  apaoe 
Under  his  diademe  imperial! : 
And  by  his  side  his  queene  with  coronaU, 
Faire  Amphitrite,  most  dirinely  &ire. 
Whose  yrorie  shoulders  weren  corend  all. 
As  with  a  robe,  with  her  owne  silrer  haire. 
And  deckt  wi^  pearles  which  th'  Indian  seas  for 
her  prepaire. 

xn. 

These  marched  farre  afore  the  other  crew : 
And  all  the  way  before  them,  as  they  went, 
Triton  bis  trompet  shrill  before  them  blew. 
For  goodly  triumph  and  great  ioUyment, 
That  made  the  rockes  to  roare  as  they  were  rent. 
And  after  them  the  royall  issue  came. 
Which  of  them  sprung  br  lineall  descent : 
First  the  sea-gods,  whicn  to  themselres  doe  clame 
The  powre  to  rule  the  billowes,  and  the  ware^  to 
tame : 

xin. 

PharejB,  the  father  of  that  fatall  brood. 

By  whom  those  old  heroes  wonne  such  fiune ; 

And  Glaucus,  that  wise  southsayes  understooid } 

And  tragicke  Inoes  sonne,  the  which  became 

A  god  of  seas  through  his  mad  mothers  blame. 

Now  bight  Palemon,  and  is  saylers  frend ; 

Great  Brontes ;  and  Astrsns,  that  did  shame 

Himselfe  with  incest  of  his  kin  unkend  ; 

And  huge  Orion,  that  doth  tempests  still  portend ', 

xrr. 

The  rich  Cteatus ;  and  Eurytus  long ; 
Neleus  snd  Pelias,  lorely  brethren  both ; 
Mightie  Chrysaor ;  and  Caicus  strong  ; 
EuiTpttlus,  tnat  calmes  the  waters  wroth  i 
And  faire  JEnphonnus,  that  upon  them  go'th. 
As  on  the  ground,  without  dumay  or  £ead ; 
Fierce  Eryx ;  and  Alebius,  that  know'th 
The  waters  depth,  and  doth  their  bottome  tread ; 
And  sad  Asopus,  comely  with  his  hoarie  bead* 
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XV. 


There  also  some  most  frmons  founders  were 

Of  poisssot  nations,  which  the  world  possest, 

Y«>t  soxuies  of  Neptune,  now  assembled  here  : 

Ancient  Ogjges,  even  th'  auncientest ; 

A.nd  loachus  renowmd  above  the  rest ; 

Pbccnix  ;  and  Aon ;  and  Pelasgus  old ; 

Great  Belus ;  Phtsax ;  and  Agenor  best ; 

And  migbtie  Albion,  &ther  of  the  bold 

And  warlike  people  which  the  Britaine  Islands  hold : 

ZTI. 

For  Albion  the  sonne  of  Neptuna  was ; 
yiho,  for  the  proofe  of  his  great  puissance. 
Out  of  his  Albion  did  on  dnr-foot  pas 
Into  old  Gall,  that  now  is  cleeped  France, 
To  fight  with  Hercules,  that  did  advance 
To  vanquish  aU  the  world  with  matchlesse  migbte ; 
And  there  his  mortall  part  by  great  mischance 
Was  slatne ;  but  that  which  is  th*  immortall  spright 
Ijves  still,  and  to  this  feast  with  Neptunes  seed  was 
dight. 

xvn. 

But  what  do  I  their  names  seeke  to  reherse. 
Which  all  the  world  have  wiib  their  issue  fild  1 
How  can  tbey  all  in  this  so  narrow  venie 
Cootejmed  be,  and  in  small  compasse  hild  1 
Let  them  record  them  that  are  better  skild. 
And  know  the  moniments  of  passed  age : 
Onefy  what  needeth  shall  be  nere  fulfild, 
T'  ezpresse  some  part  of  that  mat  equipage 
Whieo  £rom  great  Neptune  do  derive  their  parentage. 

xvrn. 

Next  came  the  aged  Ocean  and  his  dame 
Old  Tethys,  th*  oldest  two  of  aU  the  rest ; 
For  all  the  rest  of  those  two  parents  came. 
Which  afterward  both  sea  and  land  possest ; 
Of  all  which  Nereus,  th'  eldest  and  the  best, 
Did  first  proceed ;  then  which  none  more  upright. 
Me  mora  sincere  in  word  and  deed  profest ; 
Most  Toide  of  guile,  most  free  from  fowle  despight, 
Doing  him«elfe  and  teaching  others  to  doe  right : 

XIX. 

Tbsmto  he  was  expert  in  prophecies. 
And  could  the  ledaen  of  tne  gods  unfold ;       [prise, 
Throu^  which,  when  Paris  brought  his  nmous 
The  fiure  Tindarid  lasse,  he  him  foretold 
That  her  all  Greece  with  many  a  champion  bold 
Should  fetch  againe,  and  finally  destroy 
Proud  Prisma  towne :  so  wise  is  Nereus  old, 
And  so  well  skild ;  natblesse  he  takes  great  ioy 
Oft-dmea  amoogat  the  wanton  nympha  to  sport  and 
toy. 


And  afW  him  the  iamous  riTers  came, 
Which  doe  the  earth  enrich  and  beautifie: 
The  fertile  Nile,  which  creatures  new  doth  frame ; 
Lmg  Rhodanus,  whose  sourse  springs  from  the  skie ; 
Faise  IsCcr«  flowing  from  ^e  mountainea  hie ; 
Divine  Seamander,  purpled  jet  with  blood 
Of  Gieeka  and  Troians»  which  therein  did  die ; 
Pactoliis  glistring  with  his  golden  flood ; 
And  Tyeris  fierce,  whose  streames  of  none  may  he 
wiiAstood; 


xxi« 

Great  Ganges ;  and  immortall  Efiphrates ; 
Deepe  Indus ;  and  Meander  intricate ; 
Slow  Peneus ;  and  tempestuous  Phasides ; 
Swift  Rhone ;  and  Alpheus  still  immacul^  j 
Ooraxes,  feared  for  great  Cyrus  fete ; 
Tybris,  renowmed  for  the  Komaines  feme  ; 
Bich  Oranochy,  though  but  knowen  late ; 
And  that  huge  river,  which  doth  beare  bis  name 
Of  warlike  Amasons  which  doe  poaaesse  the  same* 

xxib 

Ioy  on  those  warlike  women,  which  so  long 
Can  frx>m  all  men  so  rich  a  Idn^^ome  hold ! 
And  shame  on  you,  O  men,  which  boast  your  strong 
And  yaliant  hearts,  in  thoughts  lesse  hard  and  bold. 
Yet  auaile  in  conquest  of  that  land  of  gold  1 
But  tnis  to  you,  O  Britons  most  pertaines. 
To  whom  the  right  hereof  itselfe  hath  sold ; 
The  which,  for  sparing  litle  cost  or  paines. 
Loose  so  immortall  glory,  and  so  endlesse  gaines* 

xxin. 

Then  was  there  heard  a  most  celeatiall  sound 
Of  dain^r  musicke,  which  did  next  ensew 
Before  tne  spouse:  that  was  Arion  crownd  ; 
Who,  playing  on  his  harpe,  unto  him  drew 
The  eares  and  hearts  of  all  that  goodly  crew; 
That  even  yet  the  dolphin,  which  him  bore 
Through  the  i£g^an  seas  frtmi  pirates  vew. 
Stood  still  by  him  astonisht  at  his  lore, 
And  all  the  raging  seas  for  ioy  forgot  to  rore. 

XXIV. 

So  went  he  playing  on  the  watery  plaihe : 
Soone  after  whom  the  lovely  bridegroome  came. 
The  noble  Thames,  with  all  his  goodly  traine. 
But  him  before  there  went,  as  best  became, 
His  auncient  parents,  namely  th'  auncient  Thame ; 
But  much  more  aged  was  his  wife  then  he, 
The  Ouxe,  whom  men  doe  Isis  rightly  name ; 
Full  weake  and  crooked  creature  seemed  shee, 
And  almost  blind  through  eld,  that  acarce  her  way 
eould  see. 

^xv. 

Therefore  on  either  side  she  was  sustained 

Of  two  smal  grooms,  which  by  their  names  were  hi^ht 

The  Chume  and  Chiirwel],two  small  streames,  which 

pained 
Themselves  her  footing  to  direct  aright, 
Which  fayled  oft  through  feint  and  feeble  plight: 
But  Thame  was  stronger,  and  of  better  stay ; 
Yet  seem'd  full  aged  by  his  outward  sight, 
With  head  all  hoary,  and  his  beard  all  gray, 
Deawed  with  ailver  drops  that  trickled  downe  alway : 

■XXTI» 

And  eke  he  somewhat  seem'd  to  stoupe  afore 

With  bowed  backe,  by  reason  of  the  lode 

And  auncient  heavy  burden  which  he  bore 

Of  that  feiie  city,  wherein  make  abode 

So  many  learned  impes,  that  ahoote  abrode. 

And  with  their  brauncbea  spred  all  Britany, 

No  lesse  then  do  her  elder  sisters  broode. 

lov  to  you  both,  ye  double  nourseiy 

Ot  arta !  but,  Oxford,  thine  doth  Thame  most  glorify. 
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But  he  tb«ir  wnuie  fall  fresh  and  iolly  wm. 

All  decked  in  e  robe  of  wetohet  hew, 

On  which  the  w»?ee,  glxttBrine  like  chrietell  glas. 

So  cunningly  enwoveo  were.  Out  few 

Could  weenen  whether  they  were  fclse  or  trew  : 

And  on  his  heed  Idee  to  a  coronet 

He  wore,  that  seemed  strange  to  common  rvw. 

In  which  were  many  towres  and  castels  set, 

That  it  eacompast  round  as  with  a  golden  fret. 


1 


Like  as  the  mother  of  the  gods,  they  say. 

In  her  great  iron  charet  wonts  to  ride, 

When  to  loves  pallaee  she  doth  take  her  way, 

Old  Cybele,  aimyd  with  pompous  pride. 

Wearing  a  diademe  emhattild  wide 

With  hundred  turrets,  like  a  tunribant. 

With  such  an  one  was  Thamis  beautiBde ; 

That  was  to  weet  the  famous  Troynovant, 

In  which  her  Idng^omes  throne  is  chiefly  resiant. 

XXIX. 

And  roand  about  him  many  a  pretty  page 
Attended  duely,  ready  to  obey ; 
All  little  rivers  which  owe  vassallage 
To  him,  as  to  their  lord,  and  tribute  pay : 
Thr  chaulky  Kenet ;  and  the  Thetis  gray ; 
The  morish  Cole ;  and  the  soft^sliding  Breaoe ; 
The  wanton  Lee,  that  oft  doth  loose  bis  way ; 
And  the  still  Darent,  in  whose  watMs  olesiie 
Ten  thousand  fishea  play  and  decke  his  pleasant 
stieame. 


Then  came  his  neighbour  flonds  which  nigh  him 

dweU, 
Aid  water  all  the  English  soils  throughout ; 
They  all  on  him  this  day  attended  well, 
And  with  meet  serrice  waited  him  about ; 
Ne  none  disdained  low  to  him  to  lout : 
No  not  the  atately  Sereme  grudg'd  at  all, 
Ne  storming  Humber,  though  he  looked  stout ; 
But  both  hm  honor'd  as  their  principal!. 
And  let  their  swelling  waters  low  beifore  him  Adl. 


There  was  the  spaedy  Tamar,  whidi  diTidat 
The  Cornish  and  the  Deroaish  confines  ; 
Tluongh  both  whose  borders  swiftly  downs  it  glides, 
And,  meetinp^  Plim,  to  Plimmouth  thence  declines  * 
And  Dart,  nigh  chockt  with  sands  of  tinny  mines : 
But  Avon  marched  in  more  stately  path. 
Proud  of  his  adamanta  with  which  ne  shines 
And  glisters  wide,  as  als  of  wondrous  Bath, 
And  Bristow  &ire,  which  on  his  waves  be  builded 
hath. 


And  there  came  Btoore  with  terrible  aspect. 
Bearing  his  sixe  deformed  heads  on  bye. 
That  doth  his  oourae  through  BIsndfoid  plains  direct. 
And  washeth  Winbome  meades  in  aeason  drye« 
Next  him  went  Wylibonme  with  pass^e  slye, 
That  of  his  wvlinesse  his  name  doth  talce. 
And  of  himaeUe  doth  name  the  ahxre  thereby : 
And  Mole,  that  like  a  noualing  mole  doth  make 
His  way  still  under  ground  tiU  Thamaa  he  overtake. 


xxxui. 

Then  came  the  Rother,  decked  all  with  woods 
Like  a  wood-god,  and  flowing  fast  to  Rhy  ; 
And  Store,  that  parteth  with  his  pleasant  floods 
The  easteme  Saxons  ftom  ^be  southenie  ny, 
And  Clare  and  Harwitoh  both  doth  beautiry . 
Him  foUow'd  Yar,  aoft  washing  Norwitch  wall. 
And  with  him  brought  a  present  ioyfuUy 
Of  his  owns  fish  unto  their  festivall, 
Whose  like  none  else  oouM  shew,  ^be  which  they 
ruffins  oalL 


Next  these  the  pleoCeous  Ouse  came  lar  from  land, 

By  many  a  city  and  by  many  a  towne. 

And  many  rivers  taking  unaer-hand 

Into  his  waters,  as  he  passeth  downe,        [Rowne,) 

(The  Cle,  the  Were,  the  Guant,  the  Sture,   the 

Thence  doth  by  Huntingdon  and  Cambridge  flit. 

My  mother  Cambridge,  whom  as  with  a  crowiie 

He  doth  adome,  and  is  adom'd  of  it 

With  many  a  gentle  muse  and  many  a  learned  wit 

xxx^. 

And  after  him  the  fhtall  Welland  went. 
That  if  old  sawes  prove  true  (which  God  forbid  !) 
Shall  drowne  all  Holland  with  his  excrement, 
And  shall  see  Stamford,  though  now  homely  hid. 
Then  shine  m  learning  more  then  ever  did 
Cambridge  or  Oxford,  Eoglands  goodly  beumes. 
And  next  to  him  the  Nene  downe  softly  sUd ; 
And  bounteous  Trent,  that  in  himseUe  enseames 
Both  thirty  sorts  of  fiah  and  thirty  sniidry  atraames. 

XXXTX. 

Next  these  came  T3me,  along  whoae  atony  bancke 
That  Romaine  monarch  built  a  brasen  wiJl, 
Which  mote  the  feebled  Britona  strongly  flancke 
Against  the  Pints  that  swarmed  over  ml. 
Which  yet  thereof  Gualsever  they  doe  ctH : 
And  Twede,  the  limit  betwixt  Logris  land 
And  Albany :  and  Eden,  though  but  small. 
Yet  often  stsinde  with  Uoud  of  many  a  buid 
Of  Scots  and  English  both,  that  tyned  on  hia  atrand* 

xxxvn. 

Then  came  thoae  sixe  sad  brethren,  like  fbrlortte. 
That  whilome  were,  as  uitique  fathers  tell, 
Sixe  valiant  knights  of  one  faire  nymphe  yborae. 
Which  did  in  noble  deedes  of  armea  exceU, 
And  wonned  there  where  now  Yorke  people  dwell ; 
Still  Ure,  swift  Werfr,  and  Ose  the  most  of  might. 
High  Swale,  unquiet  Nide,  and  troublooa  SkeO ; 
All  whom  a  Scythian  kmj^,  that  Humber  hight. 
Slew  cruelly,  and  in  the  nver  drowned  quite : 

xxxvxn* 

But  past  not  long,  ere  Brutus  waiVcke  sonne 
Locrmus  them  aveng'd,  and  the  same  date. 
Which  the  proud  Humber  unto  them  had  donne, 
By  equall  dome  repayd  on  his  owne  pate : 
For  in  the  selfo  same  river,  where  he  late 
Hid  drenched  them,  he  drowned  him  agaiae ; 
And  nam'd  the  nrBt  of  his  wretched  fiite ; 
Whose  bad  condition  yet  it  doth  retaine. 
Oft  tossed  with  his  stoimea  which  therein  still  i«- 


mame. 


__j 


Cawto  XLI 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


926 


These  after  came  the  atonj  aballow  Lone, 
That  to  old  Loncaater  hia  name  doth  lend ; 
And  following  Dee,  which  Britons  long  ygone 
Did  call  divine,  that  doth  by  Chester  tend ; 
And  Conway,  which  out  of  his  atreame  doth  send 
Plen^  of  pearles  to  decke  hia  danes  withall ; 
And  lindua,  that  his  pikes  doth  most  commend. 
Of  which  the  auncient  Lincolne  men  doe  call : 
All  these  together  marched  toward  Proteus  haU. 


XL. 

Ne  thence  the  Iriahe  rirers  absent  were : 
Sitib  no  lesse  famoas  then  the  rest  they  bee, 
And  ioyne  in  neighbourhood  of  kingdome  nere, 
AVhy  uoald  they  not  likewise  in  lore  agree, 
And  ioy  likewise  this  solemne  day  to  see  ? 
They  saw  it  all,  and  present  were  in  place  : 
Thon^  I  them  all,  according  their  degree, 
Cannot  recount,  nor  tell  their  hidden  race. 
Nor  read  the  salvage  conntriea  thorough  which  they 
pace. 

xu. 

There  was  the  Li£^  rolling  downe  the  lea ; 
The  Sandy  Slane  ;  the  stony  Aubrion ; 
The  spacions  Shenau  apreading  like  a  sea ; 
The  pleasant  Boyne ;  tne  fishy  fhutfull  Ban ; 
Swift  Awniduff,  which  of  the  English  man 
Is  cal'de  Blacke-water ;  and  the  Lifiar  deep ; 
Sed  Trowia,  that  once  his  people  oyer-ran ; 
Stroiig  Alio  tombling  from  Slewlogber  steep ; 
And  MuUa  mine,  whose  wavea  I  whilom  taught  to 
weep. 

xui* 

And  there  the  time  renowmed  brethrea  were. 
Which  that  graat  gyant  Blomiua  begot 
Of  the  faire  nimph  Rbeuaa  wandiing  there : 
One  day,  aa  ahe  to  ahunne  the  season  whot 
Under  Slewboome  in  shady  grove  waa  got. 
This  gyant  fonnd  her  and  by  force  deflowr'd ; 
Whereof  oonoeiTing,  ahe  in  time  forth  brought 
These  three  iaire  aona,  which  thenceforth  powrd 
In  three  great  rivers  ran,  and  many  countraia  soowrd. 

XU1I. 

rhe  first  the  gentle  Shure  that,  making  way 

Bv  sweet  Clonmell,  adomes  rich  Waterford ; 

rhe  next,  the  stnbbome  Newre  whose  watera  gray 

Bv  Cure  Kilkenny  and  Rosseponte  boord ; 

fne  third,  the  goodly  Berow  which  doth  hoord 

Grifat  heapa  of  aalmona  in  his  deepe  bos6nie : 

All  which,  \nn^  snndred,  doe  at  laat  accord 

To  ioyne  in  one,  ere  to  the  sea  they  come ; 

So,  flowing  ail  from  one,  all  one  at  last  become. 


XLT. 


There  abo  was  the  wide  embarsd  Mayre ; 

The  pleasannt  Bandon  crownd  with  many  a  wood; 

The  spreading  Lee  that,  like  an  ialand  fayre, 

Encloseth  Corke  with  hia  divided  flood ; 

And  baleftill  Onre  late  staind  with  Kngliah  blood : 

With  many  more  whose  names  no  tongue  can  tall. 

All  which  that  day  in  order  aeemly  good 

Did  on  the  Thamee  attend,  and  waited  well 

Todoe  their  daefini  aervioe,  as  to  them  befislL 


Then  came  the  bride,  the  lovely  Medoa 

Clad  in  a  vesture  of  unknowen  geara 

And  uncouth  fashion,  yet  her  well  became. 

That  seem'd  like  ailver  aprinckled  here  and  theare 

With  glittering  apangs  that  did  like  starres  ^tpeare. 

And  wav'd  upon,  like  water  chamelot. 

To  hide  the  metidl,  which  yet  eveiy  where 

Bewrayd  itselfe,  to  let  men  plainely  wot 

It  waa  no  mortal!  works,  that  seem'd  and  yet  Waa  not. 


XLVI. 

Her  goodly  lockes  adowne  her  backe  did  flow 
Unto  her  waste,  with  flowres  bescattered, 
The  which  ambrosiall  odours  forth  did  throw 
To  all  about,  and  all  her  shoulders  spred 
As  a  new  spring ;  and  likewise  on  her  bed 
A  chapelet  of  sundry  flowers  she  wore. 
From  under  which  die  deawy  humour  abed 
Did  tricle  downe  her  haire^  uke  to  the  hure 
Congealed  Utle  drops  which  doe  the  mome  adore. 

XLvn. 

On  her  two  pretty  handmaidea  did  attend. 
One  cald  the  Theiae,  the  other  cald  the  Crane; 
Which  on  her  waited  things  amisse  to  mend, 
And  both  behind  upheld  her  spredding  trains ; 
Under  the  which  her  feet  appeared  plaine. 
Her  silver  feet,  faire  washt  against  this  day  ; 
And  her  before  there  paced  pages  twaine. 
Both  clad  in  colours  like  ana  like  array. 
The  Doune  and  eke  the  Frith,  both  wmoh  prepared 
her  way. 

xLvin. 

And  after  these  the  aea-nympha  marahed  all. 

All  goodly  damsels,  deckt  with  long  graene  baize. 

Whom  of  their  sire  Nereides  men  call. 

All  which  the  Oceans  daughter  to  him  bare. 

The  g^y-eyede  Doria  ;  all  which  fi(^  era ; 

All  which  ahe  there  on  her  attending  had  t 

Swift  Proto ;  milde  Encrate ;  Thetis  fiure ; 

Soft  Spio ;  sweete  Endore ;  Sao  aad ; 

Light  Doto;  wanton  Glauce;  and  Galeue  glad; 

xiix. 

White-hand  Eunioa;  proud  Dynamene; 

loyoua  Thalia;  goodly  Amphitrite ; 

Lovely  Paaithee ;  Idnde  Eniimene ; 

li^ht-foote  Cymothoc ;  and  aweete  Melite ;     . 

Faireat  Pherasa;  Phao  lilly  white ; 

Wondred  Agavd;  Poria;  and  Neeaea; 

With  Erato  that  doth  in  love  delite; 

And  Panope ;  and  wise  Protomedea , 

And 8nowy*neokd  Doria;  and milka>white Galathoea; 


Speedy  HtppotfaOc;  and  chaste  Aetee; 
lAige  Lisianaasa ;  and  Pronce  aage ; 
Euagore ;  and  light  Pontoporaa ; 
And,  ahe  that  with  her  least  word  can 
The  surging  seas  when  they  do  sorest  lage, 
Cymodoce ;  and  atont  Autonoe ; 
And  Neso ;  and  EUone  well  in  age ; 
And  somning  atill  to  amile  Glauconom^ ; 
I  And,  ahe  that  hight  of  many  heaates,Polynomi; 
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Freih  Alimeda  decVt  nith  rirlond  greene ; 
Hjponeo  with  salt-bedewed  wrests ; 
Laomedia  like  the  cbrystall  sheene ; 
Liaffore  much  praisd  for  wise  behests ; 
And  Psamathe  for  her  brode  snowy  brests ; 
Cymo ;  Eupompe ;  and  Thnniste  lust ; 
And,  she  that  vertue  loves  and  vice  detests, 
Euama ;  and  Menippe  true  in  trust ; 
And  Nemertea  learned  well  to  rule  her  lust. 


IB, 

All  these  the  daughters  of  old  Nereus  were. 
Which  hare  the  sea  in  chai^  to  them  assinde. 
To  rule  his  tides,  and  surges  to  uprere. 
To  bring  forth  stormes,  or  fast  them  to  upbinde. 
And  sailers  save  firom  wreckes  of  wrath  full  winde. 
And  yet  besides,  three  thousand  more  there  were 
Of  th*  Oceans  seede,  but  loves  and  Phoebus  kinde; 
The  which  in  floods  and  fountaines  doe  appere, 
And  bU  mankinde  do  nourish  with  their  waters  dera. 


un. 

The  which,  more  eath  it  were  for  mortaU  wight 
To  tell  the  sands,  or  count  the  starres  on  bye. 
Or  ought  more  bard,  then  thinke  to  reckon  right. 
But  well  I  wote  that  these,  which  I  descry. 
Were  present  at  this  great  solemnity  : 
And  there,  amongst  the  rest,  the  mother  was 
Of  luckelesse  Marinell,  Cymodoce  ; 
Which,  for  my  muse  herselfe  now  tyred  has» 
Unto  an  other  canto  I  will  overpas. 


CANTO  XII. 

Marin,  for  love  of  Florimell, 
In  languor  wastes  his  life : 

The  nymph,  his  mother,  getteth  her 
And  gives  to  him  for  wife 


O  WHAT  an  endlesse  worke  have  I  in  hand. 
To  count  the  seas  abundant  progeny. 
Whose  fruitfull  seede  farre  passeth  those  in  land. 
And  also  those  which  wonne  in  th'  aaure  sky  1 
For  much  more  eath  to  tell  the  starrrs  on  hy, 
Albe  they  endlesse  seeme  in  estimation. 
Then  to  recount  the  seas  posterity : 
80  fertile  be  the  flouds  in  generation. 
So.  huge  their  numbers,  and  so  numberlesse  their 
nation. 

n. 

Therefore  the  antique  wisards  well  invented 
That  Venus  of  the  fomy  sea  was  bred ; 
For  that  the  seas  by  her  are  most  augmented. 
Witnesse  th'  exceeding  fry  which  there  are  fed, 
And  wondrous  sholes  which  may  of  none  be  red. 
Then  blame  me  not  if  I  have  errd  in  count 
Of  gods,  of  nymphs,  of  rivers,  yet  unred : 
For  though  their  numbers  do  much  more  surmount, 
Yet  all  those  same  were  there  which  erst  I  did  re- 
count. 

ni. 

An  those  were  there,  and  many  other  more. 
Whose  names  and  nations  were  too  long  to  tell, 
That  Proteus  house  they  fild  even  to  the  dore ; 
Yet  were  they  all  in  order,  as  befell, 
According  their  degrees  disposed  well. 
Amongst  the  rest  was  faire  Cymodood, 
The  mother  of  unlucky  Marinell, 
Who  thither  with  her  came,  to  leame  and  see 
ThB  manner  of  the  gods  when  they  et  banquet  be. 


XT* 

But  for  he  was  halfe  mortall,  being  bred 
Of  mortall  sire,  though  of  immortt^  wombs. 
He  might  not  with  immortall  food  be  fed, 
Ne  with  th'  etemaU  gods  to  bancket  come ; 
But  walkt  abrode,  and  round  about  did  rome 
To  view  the  building  of  that  uncouth  place. 
That  seem'd  unlike  unto  his  earthly  home : 
Where,  as  he  to  and  fro  by  chaunoe  did  trace. 
There  unto  him  betid  a  disadyentious  case. 


Under  the  hanging  of  an  hideous  eliefie 

He  heard  the  lamentable  voice  of  one, 

lliat  piteously  complaind  her  careful  griefie. 

Which  never  she  before  disclosd  to  none. 

But  to  herselfe  her  sorrow  did  bemone : 

So  feelingly  her  case  she  did  complaine. 

That  ruth  it  mored  in  the  rocky  stone, 

And  mode  it  seeme  to  feele  her  grievous  peine. 

And-  oft  to  grone  with  billowes  beating  from 


the 


mame: 


VI. 


*'  Though  yaine  I  see  my  sorrowes  to  unfold 
And  count  my  cares,* when  none  is  nigh  to  heare; 
Yet,  hoping  griefe  may  lessen  being  told, 
I  w^  them  tell  though  unto  no  man  neare : 
For  hearen,  that  unto  all  lends  equall  eare. 
Is  farre  from  hearing  of  my  heavy  plight ; 
And  lowest  hell,  to  which  I  lie  moat  neare. 
Cares  not  what  erils  hap  to  wretched  wight ; 
And  greedy  seas  doe  in  the  spoile  of  Uie  delight* 
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vn. 


*  Y0t  loe !  the  teas  I  see  bv  often  beetingr 

Doe  peeroe  the  rockee ;  and  hardest  marble  weares  ; 

But  his  hnd  rocky  hart  for  no  entreating 

Will  yeeld,  but,  when  my  piteous  plaints  he  heares. 

Is  hardnad  more  with  my  aboondant  teares  : 

Yet  though  he  never  list  to  me  relent. 

Bat  let  me  waste  in  woe  my  wretched  yeares, 

Yet  wiQ  I  nerer  of  my  lore  repent. 

Bat  ioy  that  for  his  sake  I  suffer  prisonment 


vin. 


"  And  when  mv  weary  ^host,  with  griefe  outworne. 
By  timdy  death  ahall  wmne  her  wished  rest. 
Let  then  this  plaint  unto  bis  eares  be  borne. 
That  blame  it  is,  to  him  that  armes  profest. 
To  let  her  die  whom  he  might  hare  redrest  !'* 
There  did  she  pause,  inforced  to  give  place 
Unto  the  passion  that  her  heart  opprest ; 
And,  after  she  bad  wept  and  waQ'a  a  space. 
She  gan  afhnh  thus  to  renew  her  wretched  case  : 


IX. 


"  Ye  goda  of  seas,  if  any  gods  at  all 

Harre  care  of  right  or  ruth  of  wretches  wrong, 

Bjr  one  or  other  way  me  woeful!  thrall 

Delirer  hence  out  of  this  dungeon  strong. 

In  which  I  daily  dying  am  too  long : 

And  if  ye  deeme  me  death  for  loving  one 

That  lores  not  me,  then  doe  it  not  prolong. 

But  let  me  die  and  end  my  dales  attone, 

And  let  him  lire  unlor'd,  or  lore  himselfe  alone. 


*  Bat  if  that  life  ye  unto  me  decree, 

Then  let  mee  tire,  as  lorers  ought  to  do. 

And  of  my  lifes  deare  lore  beloved  be : 

And,  if  he  should  through  pride  your  doome  undo. 

Do  roo  by  duresse  bim  compell  uereto. 

And  in  this  prison  pot  him  here  with  me ; 

One  prison  fittest  is  to  bold  us  tM'o : 

So  had  I  rather  to  be  thrall  then  frve ; 

Soch  thialdome  or  such  fireedome  let  it  surely  be. 


xr. 

**  But  O  raine  indg^ent,  and  conditions  raine. 
The  which  the  prisoner  points  unto  the  free  ! 
The  whiles  I  him  condemns,  and  deeme  his  paine. 
He  where  he  list  goea  loose,  and  laugbes  at  me : 
So  erer  loose,  so  erer  happy  be ! 
But  whereso  loose  or  hsppy  that  thou  art. 
Know,  Marinell,  that  all  Uus  is  for  thee  !*' 
Widi  that  ahe  wept  and  wail'd,  as  if  her  hart 
Would  quite  hare  burst  through  great  abundance  of 
her  smart. 

zn. 

An  which  complaint  when  Marinell  had  heard. 
And  ondentood  the  cause  of  all  her  care 
To  oome  of  him  for  using  her  so  hard ; 
His  stubbome  heart  that  nerer  felt  misfare. 
Was  tOQcht  with  soft  remorse  and  pitty  rare  ; 
That  eren  for  grief  of  minde  he  oft  did  grone. 
And  inly  wish  that  in  his  powre  it  weare 
Her  to  radiesse ;  but  since  he  meanes  found  none. 
Ha  ooold  BO  XDOra  but  her  great  misery  bemone. 


xm. 

Thus,  whilst  his  stony  heart  with  tender  ruth, 
Was  toucht,  and  mignty  courage  mollifine, 
Dame  Venus  sonne  that  tameth  stubbome  youth 
With  iron  bit,  and  maketh  bim  abide 
Till  like  a  riotor  on  his  backe  he  ride. 
Into  his  mouth  his  maystring  bridle  threw. 
That  made  him  stoupe,  till  he  did  him  bestride  : 
Then  gan  he  make  him  tread  his  steps  anew. 
And  leame  to  lore  by  learning  lorers  paines  to  rew 


xir. 

Now  ran  he  in  his  grieved  minde  derise, 
How  from  that  dungeon  he  might  her  enlarge  : 
Some  while  he  thought,  by  (aire  and  humble  wise 
To  Proteus  selfe  to  sue  for  her  discharge  : 
But  then  he  fear'd  his  mothers  former  charge 
Gainst  womens  lore,  long  giren  him  in  raine : 
Then  gan  be  thinke,  perforce  with  sword  and  targe 
Her  forth  to  fetch,  and  Proteus  to  constraine  : 
But  soone  he  gan  such  folly  to  forthinke  againe. 


•  xr. 

Then  did  be  cast  to  Steele  her  thence  awar, 

And  with  him  beare  where  none  of  her  might  know. 

But  all  in  raine  :  for  why  1  he  found  no  way 

To  enter  in,  or  issue  forth  below  ; 

For  all  about  that  rocke  the  sea  did  flow. 

And  though  unto  his  will  she  given  were. 

Yet,  without  ship  or  bote  her  thence  to  row. 

He  wist  not  how  her  thence  away  to  bere  ; 

And  daunger  well  he  wist  long  to  continue  there. 


xn. 

At  last,  whenas  no  meanes  he  could  invent, 
Backe  to  himselfe  he  gan  retume  the  bhime. 
That  was  the  author  of  her  punishment ; 
And  with  rile  curses  and  reprochfuU  shame 
To  damne  himselfe  by  ererr  eril  name. 
And  deeme  unworthy  or  of  lore  or  life. 
That  had  despisde  so  chast  and  faire  a  dame. 
Which  him  had  sought  through  trouble  and  long  strife 
Yet  had  refusde  a  god  that  her  had  sought  to  wife. 

xrit. 

In  this  sad  plight  he  walked  here  and  there, 
And  romed  round  about  the  rocke  in  vaine. 
As  he  had  lost  himselfe  he  wist  not  where ; 
Oft  listening  if  he  mote  her  beare  againe  ; 
And  still  bemoning  her  unworthy  peine : 
Like  as  an  hynde  whose  calfe  is  falne  unwares 
Into  some  pit,  where  she  him  heares  comp  laine, 
An  hundred  times  about  the  pit  side  fares, 
Right  sorrowfully  mourning  her  bereaved  cares. 

XVITI. 

And  now  by  this  the  foaat  was  throughly  ended, 
And  every  one  gan  homeward  to  resort : 
Which  seeing,  Marinell  wbb  sore  offended 
That  his  departure  thence  should  be  so  short. 
And  leave  his  love  in  that  sea-walled  fort 
Yet  durst  he  not  his  mother  disobey  ; 
But.  her  attending  in  full  seemly  sort. 
Did  msrch  amongst  the  many  all  the  way  ; 
And  all  the  way  aid  inly  moume,  like  one  astray 
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Being  rstnnied  u>  his  motlMn  bown. 
In  Bcmtary  aOance  hi  from  wight 
He  gan  reoord  the  Innentable  ttowre, 
In  which  hie  wretched  love  ley  dev  end  night. 
For  his  deere  ieke»  thst  ill  deserr'd  that  plight: 
The  thooght  whereof  empierst  his  hsrt  so  deepe* 
Thst  of  no  worldly  thing  he  tooke  delight ; 
Ne  dayly  Ibod  did  take,  ne  nightly  sleepe. 
But  pyn'd,  and  mouni'd,  and  languisht,  and  alone 
did  weepe ; 

zx. 

That  in  short  space  his  wonted  chearainll  hew 
Gsn  fade,  and  lively  spirits  deeded  qoieht : 
His  cheeke-bonee  raw,  and  eie-pits  hollow  grew. 
And  brswney  annee  bad  lost  their  knowen  mighty 
That  nothing  like  bimselfe  he  seem'd  in  sight. 
Ere  long  so  weake  of  limbe,  and  deke  of  lore 
He  WDze,  that  lenger  he  note  stand  upright. 
But  to  his  bed  was  brought,  snd  layd  above. 
Like  raefuU  ghost,  nnable  once  to  stir  or  move. 

xzi. 

Which  when  his  mother  saw,  she  in  her  mind 
Wss  troubled  sore,  ne  wist  well  whet  to  weene ; 
Ne  could  by  search  nor  sny  meanes  out  find 
The  secret  cause  snd  nature  of  his  teene. 
Whereby  she  might  apply  iome  medicine ; 
But  weeping  day  and  night  did  him  attend. 
And  moum*d  to  see  her  loase  before  her  eyne. 
Which  griev'd  her  more  that  she  it  could  not  mend : 
To  see  an  helplease  evill  double  griefe  doth  lend. 


XXII. 

Noaght  could  she  read  the  root  of  hii  disease, 
Ne  weene  what  mister  maladie  it  is. 
Whereby  to  seeke  some  meens  it  to  appease. 
Meet  did  she  tfainke,  but  most  she  thought  amis, 
Thst  thst  ssme  former  fatall  wound  of  ms 
Whyleare  by  Tryphon  was  not  throughly  healed. 
But  closely  xanUed  under  th'  orifis : 
Leest  did  she  thiuke,  that  which  he  most  conoesled. 
That  loYB  it  was,  which  in  his  hart  lay  unrevealed. 

zxm. 

Therefore  to  Tryphon  ahe  againe  doth  hast, 
And  him  doth  cnyde  as  false  aoid  fraudulent, 
That  iayld  the  trust,  which  she  in  him  had  plast, 
To  cure  her  aonne,  as  he  his  fiuth  had  lent ; 
Who  now  waa  falne  into  new  languishment 
Of  his  old  hurt,  which  was  not  throughly  cured. 
So  bscke  he  csme  unto  her  patient ; 
Where  searching  every  part,  her  well  assured 
That  it  was  no  old  sore  which  his  new  peine  pro- 
omed  J 

XXXV. 

But  that  it  was  some  other  maladie. 
Or  grief  unknowne,  which  he  could  not  diaoeme: 
So  left  he  her  withouten  remedie. 
Then  gan  her  heart  to  fidnt,  and  quake,  and  eeme. 
And  inij  troubled  was,  the  truth  to  leezne. 
Unto  hunselfe  she  came,  and  him  besought,  [steme. 
Now  with  faire  speechea,   now  with  thieatnings 
If  ought  ky  hidden  in  his  srieved  thought. 
It  to  reveue :  who  ttfll  ner  answered,  there  waa 
nought 


zxv. 

Nsthlesse  she  rested  not  so  satisfide ; 

But  leeving  watry  gods,  aa  booting  nought. 

Unto  the  shinie  heaven  in  haste  she  hide. 

And  thence  ApoOo  king  of  leaches  brought. 

Apollo  came ;  who,  aoone  as  he  had  sought 

Through  his  diseese,  did  by  and  by  out  find 

That  he  did  languiah  of  some  inward  thou^t. 

The  which  afflicted  hie  engrieved  mind ; 

Which  love  he  red  to  be,  that  leads  each  living  kind. 

XXVT. 

Which  when  he  had  unto  hi^  mother  told. 
She  gan  thereat  to  fret  and  greatly  grieve : 
And,  oomming  to  her  sonne,  gan  first  to  scold 
And  chyde  at  him  that  made  Mr  misbelieve : 
But  afterwards  she  gan  him  soft  to  sbrieve. 
And  wooe  with  fair  intreatie,  to  disclose 
Which  of  the  nymphes  his  heart  so  sore  did  mieve : 
For  sue  she  weeod  it  was  some  one  of  those. 
Which  he  had  lately  acene,  that  for  his  love  he  chose. 


xxvii. 

Now  lesse  she  feared  that  ssme  fiitall  reed. 
That  wsmed  him  of  womens  lore  beware  *. 
Which  being  ment  of  mortal  creatures  seed. 
For  love  of  ujrmphes  she  thought  she  need  not  cere 
But  promist  him,  whatever  wight  she  weare. 
That  she  her  love  to  him  would  shortly  guine : 
So  he  her  told :  but  soone  as  she  did  heara 
That  Florimell  it  waa  which  vrronght  his  |mine. 
She  gaa  afresh  to  chafe,  and  grieve  in  every  vsine 

xxvm. 

Vet  ainee  fdwi  saw  the  streigbt  extremitie. 
In  which  his  life  unluckily  was  la^d. 
It  was  no  time  to  scan  the  prophecie. 
Whether  old  Proteua  true  or  raise  had  sayd. 
That  his  decay  ahould  happen  by  a  mayd ; 
(It's  late,  in  aeath,  of  daunger  to  advize ; 
Or  love  forbid  him,  that  is  ufe  densyd ;) 
But  rather  gan  in  troubled  mind  devise 
How  she  that  ladies  Ubertie  might  enteiprize. 

XXIX. 

To  Proteus  seUe  to  sew  she  thought  it  vatne» 
Who  was  the  root  snd  worker  of  her  woe ; 
Nor  unto  any  meaner  to  oomplatne ; 
But  unto  great  King  Neptune  selfe  did  goe. 
And,  on  her  knee  before  him  fUling  lowe. 
Made  humble  suit  unto  his  msiestie 
To  graunt  to  her  her  sonnea  life,  which  his  foe, 
A  crnell  tynnt,  had  presumpteouilie 
By  wicked  doome  oondemn'd  a  wretched  death  to 
die. 


To  whom  god  NepUme,  sofUy  smyltng,  thus ; 
**  Daughter,  me  seemes  of  double  wrong  ye  plaine. 
Gainst  one  that  hath  both  wronged  you  end  us : 
For  death  t'adward  I  ween'd  did  appertuine 
To  none  but  to  the  seas  sole  soveraine : 
Resd  therefore  who  it  is  whioh  this  hath  wrought. 
And  for  what  cause  ;  the  truth  disoover  plaine : 
For  never  wight  so  evill  did  or  thought. 
But  would  some  nghtfbU  cause  pretend,  though 
rightly  nought. 
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To  wbom  ibe  anawer'd;  "  Then  it  is  by  name 
Proteus,  that  bath  ordayn'd  my  sonne  to  die ; 
For  that  a  waift,  the  which  by  fortune  came 
Upon  your  seas,  he  ckym'd  as  propertie : 
And  yet  nor  his,  nor  his  in  equitie. 
But  yours  the  waift  by  high  prerogative  : 
Therefore  I  humbly  crave  your  majestie 
It  to  replevie,  and  my  sonne  repriye : 
80  ahull  you  by  one  gpft  save  au  us  three  alive." 


xxxtu 


He  rraunted  it :  and  streight  his  warrant  made, 
Vn&fF  the  sea-god's  seale  autenticall, 
Commannding  Proteus  straight  t*  enlarge  the  mayd 
Which  wandnng  on  his  seas  imperiaU 
He  lately  tooke,  and  sithence  kept  as  thrall. 
Which  ib»  receiring  with  meete  thankefulnease, 
Departed  straight  to  Proteus  therewithall : 
Who,  reading  it  with  inward  loathfulnesse. 
Was  grioved  to  restore  the  pledge  he  did  possess*. 


XZZIIl. 

Yet  durst  he  not  the  warrant  to  withstand, 
But  unto  her  delivered  Florimell : 
Whom  she  receiving  by  the  lilly  hand, 
Admyr'd  her  beautie  much,  as  she  mote  well^ 
For  she  aU  living  creatures  did  excell. 
And  was  right  ioyous  that  she  gotten  had 
So  faire  a  wife  for  her  sonne  Marinell. 
So  home  with  her  she  streight  the  virgin  lad. 
And  shewed  her  to  him  then  being  sore  bestad. 

XZZIT. 

Who  soone  as  he  beheld  that  angels  face 

Adom'd  with  all  divine  perfection. 

His  cheered  heart  eftsooaes  away  gan  chace 

Sad  death,  revived  with  her  sweet  inspection, 

And  feeble  spirit  inly  felt  re^tion ; 

As  withered  weed  tnrough  ciuell  winters  tine. 

That  feeles  the  warmth  of  sunny  beames  reflection, 

Liftes  up  his  head  that  did  before  decline. 

And  gins  to  spread  his  leafe  before  the  faire  sunshine. 


XXXV, 

Rirht  so  himseUe  did  Marinell  upreare, 
Wnen  he  in  i^oe  his  dearest  love  did  spy ; 
And  though  his  limbs  could  not  his  bodie  besve, 
Ne  former  strengdi  retume  so  suddenly. 
Yet  eheaiefttll  signes  he  shewed  outwsrdly« 
Ne  lesse  wee  she  in  secret  hart  aAected, 
Bet  that  she  masked  it  with  modestte, 
For  feare  she  should  of  lightnesse  be  deteeted : 
Whioh  to  another  plaoe  I  lea?e  to  be  perfected. 
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THB  LEGEND  OP  ARTE6AJLU  OR  OF  JUSTICE. 


I. 


80  oft  M  I  wiUi  ftata  of  present  time 
The  image  of  the  entique  world  compere, 
Whenaa  mana  age  was  in  hia  fireahest  prime. 
And,  the  firat  bloaaome  of  faire  rertae  bare ; 
Bach  oddea  I  finde  twixt  thoae,  and  theae  which  are, 
Aa  that,  through  lone  continuance  of  hia  course. 
Me  seemes  the  world  is  nxnne  ooite  out  of  square 
From  the  first  point  of  hia  appomted  aourae ; 
And  being  onoe  amiaae  growea  daily  woorae  and 
wourae: 

u. 

For  firom  the  golden  age,  that  firat  was  named, 

It'a  now  at  earat  become  a  atonie  one ; 

And  men  themselres,  the  which  at  first  were  framed 

Of  earthly  mould,  and  form'd  of  fleah  and  bone. 

Are  now  tranaformed  into  hardeat  atone ; 

Such  aa  behind  their  backs  (so  backward  bred) 

Were  throwne  bj  Pjirha  and  Deucalione : 

And  if  then  thoae  may  any  worse  be  red, 

They  into  that  ere  long  wiU  be  degendexed. 

m. 

Let  none  then  blame  me,  if,  in  discipline 

Of  Tertue  and  of  civill  uses  lore, 

I  do  not  forme  them  to  the  common  line 

Of  present  dayes  which  are  corrupted  sore ; 

But  to  the  antique  use  which  was  of  yore. 

When  good  waa  onely  for  itselfe  desyred. 

And  all  men  aought  their  owne,  and  none  no  more ; 

When  instice  waa  not  for  moat  meed  outhjrred. 

But  aimple  truth  did  rayne,  and  waa  of  all  admyied. 

IV. 

For  that  which  all  men  then  did  vertue  call, 

Is  now  oald  rice  ;  and  that  which  rice  was  hight, 

is  now  hight  rertue,  and  so  us*d  of  all : 

Right  now  is  wrong,  and  wrong  that  waa  ia  right  -, 

As  all  things  elae  in  time  are  cbaunged  quight : 

Ne  wonder;  for  the  heavena  revolution 

la  wandred  hm  from  where  it  first  was  pight, 

And  so  doe  maka  oontr&ria  oonatitution 

Of  all  this  tower  world  toward  hia  diaaolution. 


T. 

For  whoso  list  into  the  Learena  looke. 
And  SMTch  the  courses  of  the  fowling  ^hearps. 
Shall  find  that  finom  the  point  where  they  first  too\# 
There  setting  forth,  in  these  few  thousand  yeares 
Th^  all  are  wandred  much ;  that  plaine  appeared : 
For  that  aame  golden  fleecy  ram,  which  bore 
Phrixua  and  Helle  firom  their  atepdamea  fearea. 
Hath  now  forgot  whoe  he  waa  plast  of  yore, 
And  shooldreil  hath  the  bull  which  fajre  £aro;«a 
bore: 

TI. 

And  eke  the  boll  hath  with  his  bow-bent  home 

80  hardly  butted  thoae  two  twinnea  of  love. 

That  they  have  cmaht  the  crab,  and  quite  hnu  boriie 

Into  the  great  Nemean  liona  grove. 

80  now  dl  range,  and  doe  at  randon  rove 

Out  of  their  proper  plaoea  iaire  away. 

And  all  thia  world  with  them  amiaae  doe  move, 

And  all  hia  creatures  from  thar  course  astray  ; 

Till  they  arrive  at  their  last  ruinooa  decay. 

VII. 

Ne  ia  that  same  great  glorioua  lampe  of  light. 

That  doth  enlnmine  all  theae  lesser  fyres. 

In  better  case,  ne  keepes  his  course  more  right. 

But  is  misearied  with  the  other  apheres : 

For  since  the  terme  of  fourteen  hundred  yeres. 

That  learned  Ptolomee  hia  hight  did  take. 

He  is  deolyned  from  that  marke  of  theira 

Nigh  thirtie  minutea  to  the  sontheme  lake ; 

That  makea  me  feare  in  time  he  will  us  quite  forsal*'. 

vni. 

And  if  to  thoae  Egyptian  wisards  old 

(Which  in  atsr-reaid  were  wont  have  beat maigLt ) 

Faith  may  be  given,  it  is  by  them  told 

That  ainoe  the  time  they  first  tooke  the  aonna  bight, 

Foure  timea  his  plsoe  he  shifted  hath  in  eight. 

And  twice  hath  risen  where  he  now  doth  west. 

And  wested  twice  where  he  ought  rise  aright 

Bat  moat  ia  Mara  amisse  of  all  the  rest ; 

And  next  to  him  old  Satume,  that  was  wont  be  best 
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For  darissSataifBaBndflntnigiie  it's  nyd 

TlMt  an  th«  worid  with  goodneMe  did  •boond ; 

An  lored  rartne,  no  man  waa  affiraird 

Of  ibs«a»  ne  frand  in  wight  waa  to  be  found ; 

Ko  wane  waa  knowne,  nodreadAil  trompeU  aovnd; 

Peaea  nuTCiaal  niyn*d  mongat  men  and  oeacta  : 

And  all  tbinca  freelr  mw  ontof  the  groond: 

loadoa atabigb  ailor d  with  aolemne feasts. 

And  Co  an  peopb  did  divide  ber  died  bebeasts : 


Most  aaered  Vertoe  she  of  all  the  nft» 
Resembling  God  in  bis  imperiall  might ; 
Whose  soTeraine  powre  is  herein  most  ezprest, 
That  both  to  good  and  bad  he  dealeth  right, 
And  all  his  workea  with  iustioe  hath  bedight. 
Thst  powre  he  also  doth  to  princes  lend, 
And  makes  them  like  himselfe  in  glorioas  sight 
To  sit  in  his  own  seate,  his  cause  to  rad. 
And  rule  his  peofde  right,  as  he  doth  reoommend* 


XX. 


Dread  soverajne  goddesse,  that  doest  highest  sit 
In  seate  of  iudgement  in  th'  Almighties  stead, 
And  with  magnificke  might  and  woodroua  wit 
Doest  to  thy  people  righteous  doome  aread. 
That  furthest  nations  filles  with  awfull  dread. 
Pardon  the  boldnesse  of  thy  basest  thrall. 
That  dare  discourse  of  so  aiyine  a  read. 
As  thy  great  iustioe  piavsed  over  all ; 
The  instrument  whereof  loe  here  thy  Artegall, . 


CANTO  I. 

Artegall  tra3rn'd  in  iustice  Ion 
Irenaes  quest  pursewed ; 

He  doeth  avence  on  Sanglier 
His  ladies  bk>ud  embrewed. 


rv. 


Taoooa  rettoe  then  were  held  in  highest  price. 

Id  those  old  times  of  which  I  doe  intreat. 

Yet  tbeo  tikewiae  the  wicked  seede  of  rice 

Began  to  epnpg ;  which  shortly  grew  iiill  great. 

And  with  their  bougbea  the  gent&  plants  did  beat : 

But  erermoie  some  of  the  rertuous  race 

Roae  up.  inspired  with  heroicke  heat, 

Tbat  tropt  the  branchea  of  the  aient  base. 

And  with  stroag  hand  their  finiitfuU  rancknes  did  de- 


Sach  first  was  Baochns,  that  with  furious  might 
All  th'  east  before  untam'd  did  oyer-ronue. 
And  wnmg  repressed,  and  establisht  right, 
Which  lawLssse  men  had  formerly  fordonne  : 
Tbeie  Iustioe  first  her  princely  rule  begonne. 
Next  Hercules  his  like  ensample  shewed, 
Who  all  the  west  with  equsll  conquest  wonne, 
Kad  monatftma  tyrants  with  his  club  subdewed ; 
The  dub  of  Iustioe  dread  with  kingly  powre  endowed. 

m. 

And  such  waa  he  of  whom  I  hare  to  tell, 

The  cbampioD  of  true  iustioe,  Artegall : 

Whom  (as  ye  lately  mote  remember  well) 

An  hard  adrenture,  which  did  then  befdl. 

Into  redoubted  perill  forth  did  call ; 

That  was,  to  succour  a  distressed  dame 

Whom  a  strong  tyrant  did  uniustly  thrall. 

And  fipoB  the  heritage,  which  she  did  clame, 

Dad  with  scroDg  baad  withhold ;  Grantorto  was  his 


Wherefore  the  lady,  which  Irena  bight 

Did  to  the  Faerie  Queeoe  her  way  addresse, 

To  whom  complayning  her  afflicted  pligbt. 

She  her  besought  of  gratious  redresse : 

That  soveraine  queene,  that  mightie  emperesse, 

Whose  glorie  is  to  aide  all  suppliants  pore. 

And  of  weake  princes  to  be  patronesse. 

Chose  Artegall  to  right  her  to  restore ; 

For  that  to  her  he  seem'd  best  ikild  in  righteous  lore 


V, 


For  Artegall  in  iustice  was  upbrought 

Even  from  the  cradle  of  his  infancie, 

And  all  the  depth  of  rightfull  doome  was  taught 

By  faire  Astnea,  with  great  industrie, 

Whilest  here  on  earth  she  lived  mortallie  t 

For,  till  the  world  from  his  perfection  fell 

Into  sll  filth  and  foule  iniquitie, 

Astnea  here  mongst  esrthly  men  did  dwell. 

And  in  the  rules  of  iustice  them  instructed  welL 


ri 


Whiles  through  the  world  she  walked  in  this  sort. 

Upon  a  day  she  found  this  gentle  childe 

Amongst  his  peres  playior  his  childish  sport ; 

Whom  seeing  fit,  and  with  no  crime  defilde. 

She  did  allure  with  gifts  and  speachea  milde 

To  wend  with  her :  so  thence  him  farre  she  brough* 

Into  a  cave  from  companie  exilde. 

In  which  she  noursled  him,  till  yesres  he  raught ; 

And  all  the  discipline  of  iustice  there  him  uuglit. 


▼fl. 

There  she  him  tnglit  to  weigh  bodi  right  and  wmag 
In  equall  baUanoe  with  due  reoompenoe, 
And  equitie  to  meaovre  out  along 
Aoeor£np^  to  the  line  of  oonicieiioe, 
Whenao  u  needa  with  rigour  to  dispenoe  i 
Of  all  the  which,  for  want  there  of  maiihind. 
She  eanaed  him  to  make  ezperioiee 
Upon  wyld  beaali,  which  ane  in  woods  did  find, 
With  wi^ngftitt  powre  oppreaiBag  othera  of  Hmu 
kind. 

VIII* 

Thna  ahe  him  trayned,  and  thus  ihe  him  taeght 
In  all  the  akill  of  deeming  wrong  and  right, 
Untill  the  ripenease  of  mans  yearea  he  aught ; 
That  even  wilde  beasts  did  feare  hia  awfiiil  eight. 
And  men  admyr'd  his  oyer-ruling  might ; 
Ne  any  liv'd  on  ground  that  durst  withstand 
His  dreadfuU  beast,  much  leaae  him  mateh  in  fight, 
Or  bide  the  horror  of  his  wreskfuU  hand, 
Whenso  he  list  in  wrath  lift  up  hia  steely  biand : 

iz. 

Which  steely  brand,  to  make  him  dreaded  mora 
She  gare  unto  him,  gotten  by  her  alight 
And  earnest  search,  where  it  was  kept  in  stoir 
In  loves  etemall  house,  unwist  of  wight, 
Since  he  himselfe  it  us'd  in  that  great  fight 
Against  the  Titans,  that  whylome  rebelled 
Gainst  highest  heaven ;  Chrysaor  it  was  higbt ; 
Chrysaor,  that  all  other  awords  excelled, 
WeU  proVd  in   that  lame  day  when  lore  those 
gyants  quelled : 


For  of  most  perfect  metall  it  was  made, 
Tempred  with  adamant  amongst  the  same. 
And  gamisht  all  with  gold  upon  the  blade 
In  fl^oodly  wise,  whereof  it  tooke  his  name. 
And  was  of  no  lesse  rertue  then  of  fame : 
For  there  no  substance  was  so  firme  and  hard. 
But  it  would  pierce  or  cleave  wbereso  it  came ; 
Ne  any  armour  could  his  dint  out- ward ; 
Bat  woeresoeTer  it  did  light,  it  throughly  shaid. 


zi. 

Now  when  the  world  with  sinne  gan  to  abound, 
Astxtea  loatbing  longer  here  to  space 
Mongst  wicked  men,  in  whom  no  truth  she  found, 
Hetum'd  to  heaven,  whence  she  derived  her  race ; 
Where  she  hath  now  an  ererlasting  place 
Mongst  those  twelve  signes,  which  nightly  we  do  see 
The  heavens  brip^ht-shining  baudricke  to  enohaee ; 
And  is  the  Virgin,  sizt  in  her  degree. 
And  next  herselfe  her  righteous  ballance  hax\giii|g 
bee. 

zix. 

But  when  she  parted  hence  she  left  her  gvoome. 
An  yron  man,  which  did  on  her  attend 
Alwaya  to  execute  her  ated&st  dooms. 
And  willed  him  with  Artegall  to  wend, 
And  doe  whaterer  thing  he  did  intend : 
His  name  was  Talus,  imide  of  yron  mould, 
Immoveable,  reaistlesse,  without  end ; 
Who  in  his  hand  an  yron  flale  did  hould. 
With  which  he  thresnt  out  fUshood,  and  did  truth 
uoinold. 


He  now  mat  with  him  in  this  mmw  inquett. 

Him  for  to  aide,  if  aide  he  chaanet  to  needoi 

Against  that  oraeil  tyrant,  which  opprsat 

The  laira  Irena  with  hia  foule  misdeede, 

And  kept  the  erowne  in  which  she  should  toeeeed : 

And  now  together  on  their  way  they  bin, 

Whenas  they  aaw  a  aqvtre  in  aqvalfid  weed 

Lamentiog^  aore  his  autmwfull  sad  tyae 

With  nwy  bitter  teaisa  abed  firom  hit  bhibbred  eyae. 

zxv. 

To  whom  as  diey  approched,  they  espide 

A  aorie  eight  aa  ever  scene  with  eye. 

And  headMoae  hdie  lying  him  beside 

In  her  owne  blood  all  wallow 'd  wofully, 

That  her  gay  clothea  did  in  discolour  die. 

Much  was  he  moyed  at  that  rueftdl  sight ; 

And  flam'd  with  aeale  of  rengeance  inwardly 

He  aakt  who  had  that  dame  ao  fouly  dight. 

Or  whether  his  owne  hand,  or  whether  otlur  wight  Y 


zv. 
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Ah !  woe  u  me,  and  well  away,"  quoth  bee 
Bursting  forth  teaies  like  springs  out  of  a  banke, 
*'  That  ever  I  this  dismall  aay  did  see ! 
Full  fiirre  was  I  from  thinking  such  a  pranke ; 
Yet  litle  losse  it  wero,  and  mickle  tfaanke. 
If  I  should  graunt  that  I  have  doen  the  same. 
That  I  mote  drinks  the  cop  whereof  ahe  dxanke ; 
But  that  I  should  die  guiltie  of  the  blame. 
The  which  another  did  who  now  is  fled  with  shame.' 


zyi. 

"  Who  was  it  then,"  aayd  ArtsgaU,  <<  that  wrooght : 
And  why  ?  doe  it  declare  unto  me  tvsw." 
"  A  knight^"  said  be,  "  if  knight  he  may  be  tiiought, 
That  did  his  hand  in  ladies  blood  embrew. 
And  for  no  cause,  but  as  I  shall  vou  ahew. 
This  day  as  I  in  solace  sate  hereby 
With  a  fayre  love  whose  losse  I  now  da  lew* 
There  came  this  knight,  having  in  eompanio 
This  lucklesse  ladie  which  mm  bene  doth  headkaae 
lie. 


xvxi. 

"  He,  whether  mine  aeem'd  fiiyrar  in  hia  eye. 
Or  that  he  wezed  weary  of  his  owne. 
Would  change  with  me ;  but  I  did  it  danjre. 
So  did  the  l^es  both,  as  may  be  knowne ; 
But  he,  whose  spirit  waa  with  pride  <q»blowiit. 
Would  not  so  rest  contented  with  his  right ; 
But,  having  from  his  courser  her  downs  thrawne. 
Fro  me  reft  mine  away  by  lawlesse  might. 
And  on  his  steed  her  aet  to  beare  her  out  of  aigbt. 

xvin. 

"  Which  when  his  ladie  saw*  ahe  fotbw'd  faat. 

And  on  him  catching  hold  gan  hmd  to  «ia 

Not  so  to  leave  her  nor  away  to  cast. 

But  rather  of  his  hsnd  besought  to  die : 

With  that  his  sword  he  drew  all  wr^fbUy* 

And  at  one  stroke  crept  off  her  head  with 

In  that  same  plaoe  wheceaa  it  now  doth  lie* 

So  be  my  love  awav  with  him  hath  bonier 

And  left  me  here  both  hia  $od  mine  awaa  lov«  i* 


moume. 
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"  Aread,"  nyd  he ;  "  which  way  then  did  he  make  1 
And  by  what  markee  may  he  be  knowne  againe  t" 
*'  To  hope/'  quoth  he,  "  him  soone  to  overtake. 
That  hence  bo  long  departed,  is  but  vaine : 
But  yet  he  pricked  orer  yonder  phone. 
And  aa  I  marked  bore  upon  hia  ahield. 
By  which  it'a  easie  him  to  know  againe, 
A  broken  sword  within  a  bloodie  field : 
Expreesing  weU  his  nature  whioh  tne 
wield." 


did 


So  aooDflr  ssyd,  bat  straight  he  after  sent 

His  yron  page,  who  him  pnraew'd  ao  light. 

As  that  it  seem'd  shore  tbe  ground  he  went : 

For  be  was  swift  as  swallow  in  her  flight. 

And  strong  as  lyon  in  hia  lordly  might. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  orertooke 

Sir  Sanglier,  (so  eleeped  was  that  knight,) 

Whom  at  the  nrat  be  ghessed  by  hia  looke. 

And  by  the  other  marlMs  which  of  his  shield  he  tooke. 


XXI. 

He  bttd  him  stay  and  baeke  with  him  retire ; 
Who,  ftill  of  scome  to  be  commaunded  uo. 
The  ladj  to  alight  did  eft  require, 
Whilest  he  reformed  that  nncivill  fo ; 
And  streight  at  him  with  all  his  foroe  did  go : 
Who  mor  d  no  more  therewith,  then  when  a  rocke 
Is  hghtly  stricken  with  some  atones  throw; 
But  to  lum  leaping  lent  him  such  a  knocks. 
That  on  the  ground  he  layd  him  like  a  senceleese 
blocke. 

xxn. 

But,  ere  he  could  himselfe  reeuie  againe. 

Him  an  his  iron  paw  he  seized  had ; 

Tliat  when  he  im't  out  of  his  warelesse  peine. 

He  Ibond  himself  unwist  so  ill  bested, 

Thai  lim  he  oould  not  wag ;  thence  he  him  lad. 

Bound  like  a  beast  ^pointed  to  the  stall : 

The  sight  whflireof  the  bKiy  sore  adrad. 

And  £un'd  to  ftv  ibr  feare  of  being  thnll ; 

But  he  hn  quickly  stayd^  and  forst  to  wend  withaH. 

xzin. 

When  to  the  plaoe  they  came  where  Arlagall 

By  that  Bsme  carefiiU  squire  did  then  abide, 

Ke  goitly  gtn  him  to  demaund  of  all 

TKat  did  betwixt  him  and  that  squire  betide : 

Who  with  steme  countenance  snd  indignsnt  pride 

Did  anaswere,  that  of  all  he  euiltlesae  stood. 

And  hie  accuser  thereuppon  aefide ; 

For  aeitlwr  he  did  abed  Uiat  hidies  bloud, 

Kor  teoke  away  his  bre,  but  his  owne  proper  good. 


Wdl  did  the  scjuiin  nerceire  himseire  too  weake 

To  annswere  his  denunce  in  the  field. 

And  nther  choee  bis  chsUen^  oiF  to  breake 

Then  toappfove  his  right  with  speare  and  ahield. 

And  mtber  pnUj  chose  himselfe  to  vield. 

Bat  AnefBU  by  sgnee  ueroeiTing  plaine 

ThaK  he  it  was  not  which  that  lady  kild, 

Boe  that  atnoice  knight,  the  fiiirer  lore  to  gaine, 

Dad  estf  aboutl^  aleigbtthe  truth  thereout  to  straiae ; 


xxr. 


And  sayd :  "  Now  sure  this  doubtfull  causes  right 

Can  hardly  but  by  sscrament  be  tride. 

Or  else  by  ordele,  or  by  blooddy  fight ; 

That  ill  perhaps  mote  nil  to  either  side : 

But  if  ye  please  that  I  your  cause  decide. 

Perhaps  I  may  all  further  quarrell  end. 

So  ye  will  sweare  mj  iudgement  to  abide." 

Thereto  they  doth  did  franoklr  oondiscend. 

And  to  his  doome  with  listfnll  eeres  did  both  attsnd. 


*'  Sith  then,"  sajrd  he, "  ye  both  the  dead  deny. 
And  both  the  liring  lady  daime  jroor  rigfa^ 
Let  both  the  dead  and  uring  equally 
Derided  be  betwixt  you  hero  in  aight. 
And  each  of  either  take  hia  sfasro  aright. 
But  looke,  who  doea  dissent  from  this  my  read. 
He  for  a  twelre  moneths  day  ahall  in  despif^t 
Beare  for  bis  penaunoe  that  same  ladiea  bead ; 
To  witnease  to  the  world  that  she  by  him  is  dead*" 

xxrn. 

Well  pleased  with  that  doome  was  Ssnglisre, 
And  offired  straight  the  lady  to  be  slaine : 
But  that  same  squiro  to  whom  she  waa  more  deie^ 
Whenas  he  saw  ahe  should  be  out  in  twaiae. 
Did  yield  she  rather  should  with  him  remain* 
Ali^e  then  to  himselfe  be  shared  dead ; 
And  rather  then  his  lore  should  suffer  peine. 
He  chose  with  shame  to  beare  that  ladies  head : 
True  loTO  despiseth  shame  when  life  is  eald  in  dread. 

xxrni. 

Whom  when  so  willing  Artegall  pereeared ; 
"  Not  so,  thou  squire,'"  he  sayd,  "  but  thine  I  deeme 
The  liring  lady,  which  frcm  thee  he  reared : 
For  worthy  thou  of  her  doest  rightly  seeme. 
And  yon,  sir  knight,  that  lore  so  light  esteeme. 
As  that  ye  would  for  little  leare  the  aame. 
Take  here  jour  owne  that  doth  rou  best  beaeeme. 
And  with  it  beare  the  burden  of  defamn ; 
Your  owne  dead  ladiea  head,  to  tell  abrode  yonr 
shame." 


But  Sangliere  disdained  much  hia  doome. 
And  sternly  gan  repine  at  his  bebeast ; 
Ne  would  for  ought  obey,  as  did  become. 
To  beare  that  ladiea  heaa  before  his  breast: 
Untill  that  Talus  had  his  pride  represt. 
And  forced  him,  maulgre,  it  up  to  reare. 
Who  when  he  saw  it  boofeelesse  to  resist, 
He  tooke  it  u^,  and  thence  with  him  did  beare ; 
As  rated  spamell  takea  hia  burden  up  for  fiMin. 


Mueh  did  that  squira  Sir  Artegall  adore 
For  his  great  iustice  held  in  high  regard ; 
And  as  his  squira  him  offred  erermora 
To  serre,  for  want  of  other  meete  raward. 
And  wend  with  him  on  his  adventura  hard  : 
But  he  thereto  would  by  no  mesnes  consent ', 
But  leaving  him  fi^rth  on  his  ioumey  iar'd : 
Ne  wight  with  him  but  onely  Talus  went ; 
They  two  enough  tWcounter  an  whole  regiment 
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ArtegaQ  henw  of  FlorimeD ; 

DoM  with  the  ptgtn  fight 
Hnn  thiM ;  dnnroM  LmI^  M 

Does  nee  bar  cnde  qvight 


KovoflT  is  men  hoDoarable  to  t  kniffht, 

Ne  better  doth  beeeeme  brmre  cheTalnr, 

Then  to  defend  the  feeble  in  their  rirnt. 

And  wrong  ledreese  in  such  ea  wend  awry : 

Whilome  Uiose  met  heroee  got  thereby 

Their  greeteat  glory  for  their  rightfoU  deedee. 

And  puce  deeerred  with  the  gode  on  by : 

Herem  the  nobloMte  of  this  knight  ezceedes. 

Who  now  to  perils  greet  for  iostiee  sidte  prooeedee : 


To  which  M  he  now  wes  uppon  the  wey. 

He  channst  to  meet  a  dwarte  in  haaty  oourae ; 

Whom  he  requir'd  his  forward  bast  to  atay, 

Till  he  of  tidings  mote  with  him  discourse. 

Loth  waa  the  dwarfe,  yet  did  he  stay  perforse, 

And  gan  of  sundry  newes  his  store  to  tell. 

As  to  hia  memory  they  had  recourse ; 

But  chiefly  of  the  fairest  Florimell, 

How  she  was  found  againe.  and  spousde  to  MarinelL 

ni. 

For  this  was  Dony,  Florimells  owne  dwarie. 
Whom  baring  lost  (as  ye  hare  heard  whyleare) 
And  finding  in  the  way  the  scattred  scarce, 
The  fortune  of  her  life  long  time  did  feare : 
But  of  her  health  when  Arteeall  did  heare, 
And  safe  retume,  he  was  AiU  inly  glad. 
And  aakt  him  where  and  when  her  bridale  ch<>ara 
Should  be  aol^nmis'd ;  for,  if  time  he  had. 
He  wqpld  be  there,  and  honor  to  her  spousall  ad. 

IT. 

"  Within  thrae  dales,**  quoth  he,  '*  as  I  do  heare. 
It  will  be  at  the  castle  of  the  strond ; 
Whst  time,  if  naught  me  let,  I  will  be  there 
To  do  ber  aerrice  ao  as  I  am  bond. 
But  in  my  way  a  little  here  beyond 
A  cursed  cruell  saraxin  doth  wonne, 
That  keepes  a  bridges  passage  by  atronflr  bond, 
And  many  errant  knights  hath  there  fordonne  ; 
That  makes  all  men  for  feaz6  that  passage  for  to 
•honne," 

▼. 

**  What  mister  wight,"  qnoth  he,  **  and  how  far  hence 
Is  he,  that  doth  to  trarellers  auoh  harmea  V 
**  lie  is,"  said  he,  **  a  man  of  great  defence ; 
Kx]ert  in  battell  and  in  deedes  of  armea ; 
And  mora  emboldned  by  the  wicked  cbarmes, 
With  which  his  daughter  doth  him  still  aupport ; 
Hiving  great  lordships  ^t  and  goodly  farmea 
Through  strong  opproision  of  his  powre  extort  j 
lly  wlitch  heittl  themholdsi  and  keepes  with  strong 


n. 

**  And  daylyhe  hii  wrongs  encraaseCh  mora ; 
For  nerer  wight  he  lets  to  passe  that  wsj, 
Orer  hia  bridge,  albee  he  nch  or  poors. 
But  he  him  makea  his  passage-penny  pay : 
Elae  he  doth  hold  him  becke  or  beat  away. 
Thereto  he  hath  a  groome  of  erill  guise, 
Whoae  acalp  is  bare,  that  bondage  doth  bewny. 
Which  pols  and  pils  the  poore  in  niteoos  wise ; 
But  he  himaelfe  upon  the  rich  doth  tyrannise. 


▼n. 

*'  His  name  is  bight  Pollente,  rightly  so. 
For  that  he  ia  ao  puissant  and  atrong, 
lliat  with  his  powre  be  all  doth  orer  go. 
And  makes  them  aubiect  to  his  mighty  wrong ; 
And  some  by  sleight  he  eke  doth  underfong : 
For  on  a  bridge  be  custometh  to  fight. 
Which  is  but  narrow,  but  exceeding  long ; 
And  in  the  same  are  many  trap-iids  pight. 
Through  which  the  rider  downe  doth  fidl  through 
oreraight. 

rm. 

**  And  underneath  the  aame  a  rirer  flowea, 

Iliat  is  both  swift  snd  dangerous  deepe  withall ; 

Into  the  which  whomao  he  orerthrowes. 

All  destitute  of  helpe  doth  headlong  ftJl ; 

But  he  himselfe  through  practise  nsuall 

Leapea  forth  into  the  floud,  and  there  aasaiee 

His  foe  confiised  through  his  sodaine  fall. 

That  horse  snd  man  be  equally  dismaies. 

And  either  both  them  drownes,  or  trayteroualy  alaiea 


*'  Then  doth  he  take  the  apoile  of  them  at  will. 
And  to  hia  daughter  brings,  that  dwella  thereby  ; 
Wbo  all  that  comea  doth  take,  and  therewith  fiU 
The  coffers  of  her  wicked  threasury ; 
Which  she  with  wrongs  hath  heaped  np  ao  by 
That  many  princea  she  in  wealth  exoeedee. 
And  purcnast  all  the  countrey  lying  ny 
With  the  rerenue  of  her  plenteoua  meedes : 
Her  name  is  Mtmera,  agreeing  with  her  deaden. 


"  Thereto  ahe  is  full  faire,  and  rich  attired. 

With  golden  hands  and  silrer  feete  beside. 

That  many  lords  hare  her  to  wife  desired  : 

Bnt  ahe  tnem  all  despiseth  for  grput  pride.** 

"  Now  by  my  life,"  sayd  he,  *'  and  God  to  guide« 

None  other  waj  will  I  this  day  betake. 

But  by  that  bndge  whereas  he  doth  abide : 

Therefore  me  thither  lead."    No  more  he  apnke. 

Bat  thitherward  forthright  his  ready  yny  did  maktt. 
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Uoto  the  place  he  came  within  •  while, 
Where  on  the  hridge  he  ready  armed  law 
The  Saraixn,  awayting  for  some  spoile : 
Who  as  they  to  the  passage  gan  to  draw, 
A  Yillaine  to  them  came  with  scull  all  raw. 
That  passage-money  did  of  them  require. 
According  to  the  customs  of  their  law : 
To  whom  he  aunswerd  wroth,  "  loe  there  thy  hire ;" 
And  with  that  word  him  strooke,  Uiat  streighthe  did 
expire. 

xn. 

Which  when  the  pagan  saw  he  wexed  wroth, 
And  stiei^t  himselie  unto  the  fight  addrest ; 
Ne  was  Sir  Artegall  behinde :  so  both 
Together  nn  with  ready  speares  in  rest. 
Right  in  the  midst,  whereas  they  brest  to  brest 
Should  meete,  a  trap  was  letten  downe  to  fall 
Into  the  floud :  streight  leapt  the  carle  unblest. 
Well  weening  that  ms  foe  was  ialne  witball : 
But  he  was  well  aware,  and  leapt  before  his  fall. 


xnt. 

There  being  both  together  in  the  floud. 

They  each  at  other  ^rannously  flew ; 

Ne  ought  the  water  cooled  their  whot  bloud. 

But  rather  in  them  Idndled  cboler  new : 

But  there  the  Paynim,  who  that  use  well  knew 

To  fight  in  water,  great  advantage  had, 

That  oftentimes  him  nigh  he  OTerthrew : 

And  eke  the  courser  wherenppon  he  rad 

Coold  swim  Uke  to  a  fish  whiles  he  his  backs  bestrad. 


xit. 

Which  oddea  whenas  Sir  Artegall  espide. 

He  saw  no  wij  but  close  with  him  in  best ; 

And  to  him  driving  strongly  downe  the  tide 

Uppon  his  iron  cofier  ^ped  fast. 

That  with  the  stratnt  his  wessnd  nigh  he  brast. 

There  they  together  strove  and  struggled  long, 

Either  the  other  from  his  steed  to  cast ; 

Ne  ever  Artegall  his  griple  strong 

For  sn/  thinge  wold  slacse,  but  still  upon  him  hong. 

XV. 

As  whoi  a  dolphin  and  a  sole  are  met 
In  the  wide  chamnian  of  the  ocean  plaine. 
With  eruell  chaum  their  couragea  they  whet. 
The  mayatafdome  of  each  by  force  to  nine, 
And  dreadfiill  hattaSe  twixt  them  do  darraine ; 
They  anuf,  they  snort,  they  bounce,  the^  rage,  they 
Thst  sD  the  sea,  disturbed  with  their  trame,      [rore. 
Doth  fiie  vrith  fome  shove  the  surges  faore : 
Bach  was  betwixt  these  two  the  troublesome  uprore. 


SV1* 

So  Artegall  at  length  huu  forst  forsake 

Hie  horses  baeke  for  dread  of  being  drownd, 

And  to  his  handy  swimming  him  betske, 

Efhoonse  InmeaUe  he  from  his  hold  unbownd. 

And  than  no  ods  at  sll  in  him  he  fownd  ; 

For  Artsgall  in  swimming  skilfull  was, 

AaA  durst  the  depth  of  any  water  sownd. 

So  o«]^t  each  knight,  that  use  of  periU  has, 

In  —  »^— '"g  ba  expert,  through  waters  force  to  pas. 


xvn. 

Then  veiy  doubtfuU  was  the  warres  event, 

Uncertaine  whether  had  the  better  side : 

For  both  were  skild  in  that  experiment. 

And  both  in  annes  well  traind  and  throughly  tride. 

But  Artegall  was  better  breath'd  beside. 

And  towards  th'  end  grew  greater  in  his  might. 

That  his  faint  foe  no  longer  could  abide 

His  puissance,  ne  bearo  himselfe  upright ; 

But  from  the  water  to  the  land  betooke  his  flight 

xvni. 

But  Artegall  pursewd  him  still  so  neare 
With  bright  Chnrsaor  in  his  eruell  hsnd. 
That,  as  his  hesd  he  gan  a  litle  reare 
Above  the  brincke  to  tread  upon  the  land, 
He  smote  it  ofi^,  that  tumbling  on  the  strsnd 
It  bit  the  earth  for  very  fell  despigbt. 
And  gnashed  with  his  teeth,  ss  if  he  band 
High  God,  whose  goodnesse  he  despaired  qnight. 
Or  curst  the  hand  which  did  that  vengeance  ou  him 
dight 

XIX. 

His  corps  was  csrried  downe  slonr  the  lee* 
Whoee  watere  with  his  filthy  bloud  it  stayned : 
But  bis  blasph^ous  heed,  that  all  might  see, 
He  pitch  t  upon  a  pole  on  high  ordajmed ; 
Where  many  yean  it  afterwards  remsyned, 
To  be  a  mirrour  to  all  mighty  men, 
In  whose  right  hsnds  great  power  is  contayned. 
That  none  of  them  the  feeble  over-ren, 
But  alwaiea  doe  their  powre  within  iust  compssse 
pen. 

XX. 

That  done,  unto  the  castle  he  did  wend. 

In  which  the  Ps3miins  daughter  did  abide, 

Guarded  of  many  which  did  her  defend : 

Of  whom  he  entrance  sought,  but  was  denide. 

And  with  reprochfuU  blasphemy  defide, 

Beaten  with  stones  downe  from  the  battilment. 

That  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  aside ; 

And  bad  his  servant  Talus  to  invent 

Which  wsy  he  enter  might  without  endangennent. 


XXI. 

EfUoones  his  page  drew  to  the  castle  gata 

And  with  his  iron  fisle  at  it  let  fiie. 

That  all  the  warden  it  did  sore  amate, 

The  which  ere-while  spake  so  reprochfully. 

And  made  them  stoupe,  that  looked  earet  so  hie. 

Yet  still  he  bet  and  bounst  uppon  the  dore» 

And  tbundred  stokes  theron  so  hideouslie. 

That  all  the  peece  he  shaked  from  the  flore. 

And  filled  all  the  house  with  feare  and  great  uprore 

xxn. 

With  noise  whereof  the  Isdy  forth  appeared 
Uppon  the  castle  wsll ;  and,  when  sue  saw 
The  daungerous  state  in  which  she  stood,  she  feared 
The  sad  effect  of  her  neare  overthrow ; 
And  gan  intreat  that  iron  man  below 
To  cease  his  outrage,  and  him  faire  besought ; 
Sith  neitlier  force  of  stones  which  they  did  throw, 
Norpowr  of  charms,  which  she  against  him  wrought 
Might  otherwise  prevaile,  or  make  him  cease  for 
ought. 
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But,  wmems  yet  the  eaw  him  to  prooeede 

Unmov'd  with  pxaieis  or  with  piteous  thought. 

She  meat  him  to  corrupt  with  goodly  meede ; 

And  cMisde  great  sackes  with  endlesae  riches  finnght 

Unto  the  hettibnent  to  be  opbroughc. 

And  powred  forth  over  the  castle  watt. 

That  she  might  win  some  time,  though  deariy  bought, 

Whilest  he  to  gathering  of  the  gold  did  (aH ; 

But  he  was  notiiing  moy'd  nor  tempted  therewithall: 

XXIT. 

But  stitt  oontinu*d  his  assault  the  more. 
And  layd  on  load  with  his  huge  ynm  ibile. 
That  at  the  length  he  has  yrent  tne  dore 
And  made  way  Tor  his  maister  to  assaile : 
"Who  being  entred,  nought  did  them  availe 
For  wight  against  his  powre  themsdves  to  reare : 
Each  one  dm  ftie ;  their  hearts  began  to  faile ; 
And  hid  themseWes  in  comers  here  and  there ; 
And  eke  their  dame  halfe  dead  did  hide  herself  for 
feare. 

zzv. 

Long  they  her  sought,  yet  no  where  could  they  finde 
That  sure  they  ween'd  she  was  escapt  away :    [her. 
But  Talus,  that  could  like  a  lime-hound  wmde  her. 
And  all  things  secrete  wisely  could  bewiay, 
At  length  found  out  whereas  she  hidden  lay 
Under  an  heape  of  gold :  thence  he  her  drew 
By  the  faire  lockes,  and  fowly  did  amy 
Withouten  pitty  of  her  goodly  hew, 
lliat  Artegall  lumselfe  her  aeemelesse  plight  did  rew. 

XXTI. 

Yet  for  no  pit^  would  he  chanse  the  coorae 
Of  iustice,  which  in  Talus  hana  did  lye ; 
Who  rudely  hayld  her  forth  without  remorse. 
Still  holding  up  h&  suppliant  hands  on  bye. 
And  kneeling  at  his  feete  submissively : 
But  he  hnr  suppliant  hands,  those  hands  of  gold. 
And  eke  her  feete,  those  feete  of  silver  trye. 
Which  sought  unriehteousnesse,  and  iustice  sold, 
Chopt  off,  and  nayld  on  high,  that  all  might  them 
behold. 

xxm. 

Herselfe  then  tooke  he  by  the  sclender  wast 

In  raine  loud  cryine,  and  into  the  flood 

Over  the  castle  wall  adowne  her  cast. 

And  there  her  drowned  in  the  dirty  mad : 

But  the  streame  waaht  away  her  guilty  blood. 

Thereafter  all  that  mucky  pelfe  he  tooke. 

The  spoile  of  peoples  evil  gotten  good. 

The  which  her  sire  had  scrap't  by  hooke  and  crooke. 

And  burning  all  to  ashes  powr'd  it  down  the  brooke. 

xzvin. 

And  lastly  all  that  castle  ouite  he  raced. 

Even  fipom  the  sole  of  his  foundation. 

And  all  the  hewen  stones  diereof  defaced. 

That  there  mote  be  no  hope  of  reparation. 

Nor  memory  thereof  to  any  nation. 

All  which  when  Talus  throughly  had  perfourmed. 

Sir  ArtegaU  undid  the  evd  fiuhion. 

And  wicked  customes  of  that  bridge  refourmed : 

Which  done,  unto  his  fonner  ioumey  he  retourned. 


In  whidi  they  neasni^d  miekle 
Till  that  at  length  msh  to  the  sea  they 
Bv  which  as  tbey  did  travel!  on  a  day. 
They  saw  befe.^  *hem,  fares  tliey  eoold 
Full  msny  peop  %  gathered  in  a  crew ; 
Whose  great  assembly  they  did  much 
For  never  there  die  lue  resort  Aey  knew. 
So  towardes  tibem  they  coasted,  to 
What  thing  ao  many  nations  asetdid 


There  they  beheld  a  iBi|lity  gyaot  sboid 
Upon  a  rocke,  and  holdmg  fwth  on  hie 
An  huge  great  paire  of  biSlaneeinliisliiBd, 
With  which  he  boasted  in  his  sarqnedriB 
That  all  the  world  be  would  weigh  eqvallie. 
If  ought  he  had  the  same  to  eounterpoys : 
For  want  whereof  he  weighed  vanity. 
And  fild  his  ballannee  fnU  of  idle  toys: 
Yet  waa  admired  much  of  finilea. 


He  sayd  that  he  would  all  the  earth  imtaks 
And  all  the  sea,  divided  eadi  from  eidMr: 
So  would  he  of  the  fire  one  baPaonce  nafce. 
And  one  of  th'  ayre,  without  or  wi 
Then  would  he  ballaunee  heaven  and  heO 
And  all  that  did  within  them  all  containe ; 
Of  all  whose  weight  he  would  not 
And  looke  what  surplus  did  of  each 
He  would  to  his  owne  part  restOM  the 


For  why,  he  sayd,  they  all  unequall 
And  had encroched  upon  others  share; 
like  as  the  sea  (which  plaine  he  ahewed  Aavs) 
Had  wome  the  earth ;  so  did  the  fire  the  an  $ 
So  sll  the  rest  did  others  parts  empaire : 
And  so  were  realmes  and  nations  run  awiy. 
All  which  he  undertooke  for  to  repaira. 
In  sort  ss  they  were  formed  aunoietttly ; 
And  all  things  would  reduce  onto  equattty 


Therefore  the  vulgar  did  about  him  floekn^ 
And  cluster  thicke  unto  his  leasingB  vaine; 
Like  foolish  flies  about  an  hony-croeke ; 
In  hope  by  him  rreat  beoefiteto  game. 
And  uncontrolled  freedome  to  obwne. 
All  which  when  ArtegaU  did  see  and  heara^ 
How  he  misled  the  simple  peoples  traine. 
In  adeignfiill  wise  he  drew  unto  him  neaie. 
And  thus  unto  him  spake,  withont  regaid  or 


'*  Thou,  that  presum'st  to  wei^  the  worid 
And  all  things  to  an  equall  to  lestoire, 
Instead  of  r^^t  me  aeemea  great  wrong  doflt 
And  far  above  ihj  foroea  piteh  to  aoro : 
For,  ere  thou  limit  what  is  lesse  or  mora 
In  every  thing,  thou  oughtest  first  to  know 
What  was  the  poyae  of  every  part  of  yore : 
And  looke  then,  how  much  it  doth  overflow 
Or  faOe  thereof,  so  much  ia  more  than  inst  to 
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"  For  at  the  first  thej  all  enaatod  ware 
In  goodly  maesnre  by  their  Makers  might ; 
And  weighed  ont  in  ballaunces  so  nere. 
That  not  a  (Lrsm  was  missing  of  their  right : 
The  earth  was  in  the  middle  centre  pight. 
In  which  it  doth  immoreable  abide, 
Hemd  in  with  waters  like  a  wall  in  sight, 
And  they  with  aire,  that  not  a  drop  can  dide : 
Al  which  the  heavens  oontaine,  and  in  their  eourBea 
guide. 


XLI. 


XXZVI. 


I* 


Such  heavenly  instice  doth  among  them  raine, 
That  every  one  doe  know  their  certaine  bound ; 
In  which  they  doe  these  many  yeares  remsine. 
And  mongst  them  al  no  change  hath  yet  beene  found : 
But  if  thou  now  shouldst  weigh  them  new  in  pound, 
We  are  not  sure  they  would  so  long  remaine : 
All  change  is  perillous,  and  all  chaunce  unsound. 
Therefore  leave  off  to  weiffh  them  all  againe. 
Till    we  mav  be  assur'd  they  shall  their  course 
retsine. 

xxxvn. 

'*  Thou  fboUshe  eUe,"  said  then  the  gyant  wroth, 

**  Seest  not  how  badly  all  things  present  bee. 

And  each  estate  quite  out  of  order  goth  1 

The  sea  itselfe  doest  thou  not  plainely  see 

Eocroch  uppon  the  land  there  under  theet 

And  th'  earth  itselfe  how  daily  its  increast 

By  all  that  dyins  to  it  turned  bel 

Were  it  not  good  that  wrong  were  then  surceast. 

And  from  the  moat  that  some  were  given  to  the  least? 

xxzvni. 

"  Therefore  I  will  throw  downe  these  mountains  hie. 
And  make  diem  levell  with  the  lowly  plaine, 
These  towring  rocks,  which  reach  unto  the  side, 
I  wiU  dimst  downe  into  the  deepest  mains. 
And,  as  they  were,  them  equalize  againe. 
Tyrants,  that  make  men  subiect  to  ueir  law, 
I  will  suppresse,  that  they  no  more  may  raine ; 
And  lordings  curbe  that  commons  over-aw ; 
And  an  the  wealth  of  rich  men  to  the  poore  will 
draw." 

XXXIX. 

«<  Of  things  unseeoe  how  canst  thou  deeme  aright," 

Then  answered  the  righteous  Artegall, 

"  Sith  thou  misdeem'st  so  much  of  things  in  sight  1 

What  though  the  sea  with  waves  continuall 

Doe  eate  the  earth,  it  is  no  more  at  all ; 

Ne  is  the  earth  the  lease,  or  loseth  ought : 

For  whatsoever  from  one  place  doth  fall 

Is  with  the  tyde  unto  another  brought : 

For  there  is  nothing  lost,  that  may  te  found  if  sought 


XI.. 

**  Likewise  the  earth  is  not  ai»;mented  more 

By  all  that  dying  into  it  doe  rade ; 

For  of  the  etfth  they  formed  were  of  vore : 

However  gay  their  blossoms  or  their  blade 

Doe  flourish  now,  they  into  dust  shall  vade. 

What  wrong  then  is  it  if  that  when  they  die 

Thev  tnme  to  that  whereof  they  first  were  made  ? 

AH  m  the  powre  of  their  great  Maker  lie : 

All  eraatnxes  must  obey  the  voice  of  the  Most  Hie. 


'*  They  Uve,  they  die,  like  as  He  doth  ordaina, 

Ne  ever  any  asketh  reason  why. 

The  hils  doe  not  the  lowly  dales  disdaine ; 

The  dales  doe  not  the  loffy  hils  envy. 

He  maketh  kin^  to  sit  in  soverainty  \ 

He  maketh  subiects  to  their  Dowre  obey ; 

He  pulleth  downe.  He  settetn  up  on  by ; 

He  gives  to  this,  from  that  He  takes  away : 

For  iJl  we  have  is  His :  what  He  list  doe.  He  may 


xlh. 

*'  Whatever  thing  is  done,  by  Him  is  donne, 
Ne  any  may  His  mighty  will  withstand  \ 
Ne  any  may  His  soveraine  power  shonne, 
Ne  loose  that  He  hath  bound  with  stedfast  band  • 
In  vaine  therefore  doest  thou  now  take  in  hand 
To  call  to  count,  or  weieh  His  workes  anew. 
Whose  counsels  depth  thou  canst  not  understand; 
Sith  of  things  subiect  to  thy  daily  vew 
Thou  doest  not  know  the  causes  nor  their  courses 
dew. 

XLni. 

"  For  take  thy  ballaunce,  if  thou  be  so  wise, 
And  weigh  the  winde  that  under  heaven  doth  blow  * 
Or  weigh  the  light  that  in  the  east  doth  rise ; 
Or  weigh  the  thought  that  frtmi  mans  mind  doth  flow : 
But  if  ue  weight  of  these  thou  canst  not  show. 
Weigh  but  one  word  which  from  thy  lips  doth  fall : 
For  how  canst  thou  those  greater  secrets  know, 
That  doest  not  know  the  least  thing  of  them  silt 
lU  can  he  rule  the  gpreat  that  cannot  reach  the  smalL' 

xuv. 

Therewith  the  gyant  much  abashed  sayd 
That  he  of  little  things  made  reckoning  lieht  \ 
Yet  the  least  word  that  ever  could  be  layd 
Within  his  ballaunce  he  could  way  aright. 
"  Which  is,"  said  he,  "  more  heayr  then  in  weight. 
The  right  or  wrone,  the  fidse  or  else  the  tiew  V* 
He  answered  that  he  would  try  it  streight : 
So  he  the  words  into  his  ballaunce  threw  ; 
But  streight  the  winged  words  out  of  his  ballaunce 
flew. 

XLV. 

Wroth  wext  he  then,  and  sayd  that  words  were  light, 
Ne  would  within  his  ballaunce  well  abide : 
But  he  could  iustly  weigh  the  wrong  or  right 
"  Well  then,"  sayd  Arti^l,  "  let  it  be  tri<to  : 
First  in  one  ballanoe  set  the  true  aside." 
He  did  so  first,  and  then  the  fidse  he  layd 
In  th*  other  scale ;  but  still  it  downe  did  slide, 
And  by  no  mesne  could  in  the  weight  be  stayd : 
For  by  no  meanes  the  false  will  with  the  truth  be 
wayd. 

XIrVI. 

"  Now  take  the  right  likewise,"  sayd  Artegale, 
"  And  oounterpeise  the  same  with  so  much  wrong," 
So  first  the  right  he  put  into  one  scale ; ' 
And  then  the  gyant  strove  with  puissance  strong 
To  fill  the  other  scale  with  so  much  wrong : 
But  sll  the  wrongs  that  he  therein  could  lay 
Might  not  it  peise ;  yet  did  he  labour  long. 
And  swat,  and  chauf  d,  and  proved  every  way : 
Yet  all  the  wrongs  oould  not  a  litle  right  downe  way 
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Which  when  he  saw,  he  freadj  grew  in  rage» 
And  almost  wonld  his  haJbances  haye  broken : 
But  Artegall  him  fairely  gan  asswage, 
And  said,  "  Be  not  upon  thy  balance  wroken ; 
For  they  do  nought  but  right  or  wrong  betoken ; 
Bnt  in  the  mind  the  doome  of  right  must  bee : 
And  so  likewise  of  words,  the  which  be  spoken. 
The  ears  mnst  be  the  ballance,  to  decree 
Andindge,  whether  with  truth  or  falshood  they  agree. 

XLVXIU 

**  Bnt  set  the  truth  and  set  the  right  aside. 
For  they  with  wrong  or  falshood  will  not  fare. 
And  put  two  wrongs  together  to  be  tride, 
Or  else  two  falses,  of  each  equal  share. 
And  then  together  doe  them  both  compare ; 
For  truth  is  one,  and  right  is  ever  one. ' 
So  did  he  ;  and  then  plaine  it  did  appeare. 
Whether  of  them  the  greater  were  attone  : 
But  right  sat  in  the  middest  of  the  beame  alone. 

XLIZ. 

But  he  the  right  finom  thence  did  thrust  away ; 
For  it  was  not  the  right  which  he  did  seeke  : 
But  rather  strove  extremities  to  way, 
Th*  one  to  diminish,  th'  other  for  to  eeke: 
For  of  the  mesne  he  greatly  did  misleeke. 
Whom  when  so  lewdfy  minded  Talus  found, 
Approching  nigh  unto  him  cheeke  by  cheeke. 
He  shouldered  him  from  off  the  higher  sround, 
And  down  the  rock  him  throwing  in  Uie  sea  him 
dround. 


Like  as  a  ship,  whom  cmeU  tempest  drires 

Upon  a  rocke  with  horrible  dismay, 

Her  shattered  ribs  in  thousand  peeces  rives 

And  spoyling  all  her  geares  ana  goodly  ray 

Does  make  herselfe  misfortunes  piteous  pray : 

80  downe  the  clifie  the  wretched  gyant  tumbled ; 

His  battred  ballances  in  peeces  lay. 

His  timbered  bones  all  broken  niaely  rumbled : 

So  was  the  high-aspyring  with  huge  mine  humbled. 


u 

That  when  the  people,  which  had  there  aboal 
Long  wayted,  saw  Lis  sudden  desolation. 
They  gan  to  gather  in  tumultuous  rout. 
And  mutittinc  to  stirre  up  civill  lactkm 
For  certaine  losse  of  so  great  expectation : 
For  wdl  they  hoped  to  hare  got  great  good. 
And  wondrous  riches  by  his  innoFStion  : 
Therefore  resolving  to  rerenge  his  blood. 
They  rose  in  armes,  and  all  in  batCell  order 


ui. 

Which  lawlesse  multitude  him  comming  to 
In  warlike  wise  when  Artegall  did  Tew, 
He  much  was  troubled,  ne  wist  what  to  do 
For  loth  he  was  his  noble  hands  t'embrew 
In  the  base  blood  of  such  a  rascall  crew ; 
And  otherwise,  if  that  he  should  retire. 
He  lear'd  lest  they  with  shame  would  hxm 
Therefore  he  Talus  to  them  sent  t'inquire 
The  cause  of  their  array,  and  trace  for  to  desiraL 

un. 

But  soone  as  they  him  nigh  appioelmig  qiide. 
They  gan  with  aU  their  weapons  him  assay. 
And  rudely  stroke  at  him  on  every  side ; 
Yet  nought  they  could  him  hurt,  ne  ought 
But  when  at  them  he  with  his  flaile  gan  lay. 
He  like  a  swarm  of  flyes  them  overurew  : 
Ne  any  of  them  durst  come  in  his  way. 
But  here  and  there  before  his  presence  flew. 
And  hid  themselyes  in  holes  ana  bashes  from  his 


UT. 

As  when  a  faulcon  hath  with  nimUe  flight 
Flowne  at  a  flush  of  ducks  foreby  the  brooke. 
The  trembling  foule  dismayd  with  dieadfuU 
Of  death,  the  which  them  almost  overtooke. 
Doe  hide  tbemselTes  from  her  astonying  looke 
Amongst  the  flags  and  covert  round  about. 
When  Talus  saw  they  all  the  field  forsooks. 
And  none  appear'd  of  all  that  raskall  rout. 
To  Artegall  he  turn*d  and  went  with  him  throoghoot. 


CANTO  in. 

The  spousala  of  flure  FlorimeU, 
Where  tumey  manj  knights: 

There  Braggadochio  is  uncas'd 
In  all  the  ladies  sights. 


After  long  stoimea  and  tempests  over-blowne 
The  Bunne  at  length  his  ioyous  face  doth  clears : 
So  whenas  fortune  all  her  spight  bath  showne. 
Some  blisfuU  houres  at  last  must  needes  appeare  ; 
Else  should  afflicted  wights  oft'^times  despeire. 
So  comes  it  now  to  FlorimeU  by  toume, 
Ailer  long  sorrowea  suffered  whyleare, 
In  which  captiv'd  she  many  moneths  did  moume, 
To  tast  of  ioy,  and  to  wont  pleasures  to  retoume  : 


Who  being  freed  from  Proteus  eniell  htaA 

By  Marindl  was  unto  him  sffide. 

And  by  him  brought  againe  to  Faerie  Land ; 

Where  he  her  spous'd,  and  made  his  ioyous  biida. 

The  time  and  place  was  biased  frnre  and  wide. 

And  Bolemne  feastes  and  giusts  ordain*d  therefore  < 

To  which  there  did  resort  from  evny  aide 

Of  lords  and  ladies  infinite  great  store  ; 

Ne  any  knight  was  absent  that  brave  courage  borau 
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To  tell  the  glorie  of  the  feast  that  di^, 
The  goodly  terrioe,  the  deTioefiill  tights. 
The  bridegromes  state,  the  brides  most  rich  any, 
The  pride  of  ladies,  and  the  worth  of  knights. 
The  royall  banquets,  and  the  rare  delights, 
Were  worke  fit  for  an  heranld,  not  for  me  : 
But  for  so  much  as  to  my  lot  here  lights. 
That  with  ti^  present  treatise  doth  agree, 
Tnie  rertae  to  adrance,  shall  here  recounted  bee. 


When  all  men  had  with  full  satietie 

Of  meates  and  drxnkes  their  appetites  suffis'd. 

To  deedes  of  annes  snd  proofe  of  cheralrie 

They  gan  themselTes  addresse,  full  rich  aguis*d, 

As  each  one  had  his  furnitures  derii'd. 

And  first  of  all  issued  Sir  MarineU, 

And  with  him  size  knights  more,  which  enterpris'd 

To  chalenge  sll  in  right  of  Florimell, 

And  to  maintaine  that  she  all  others  did  excel!. 


The  first  of  them  was  bight  Sir  Orimont, 
A  noble  knight,  and  tride  in  hard  aasayes : 
The  second  had  to  name  Sir  Bellisont, 
But  second  unto  none  in  prowesse  prayse : 
The  third  was  Bmnell,  fiunous  in  his  dayes : 
The  fboxth  Ecastor,  of  exceeding  might : 
The  fift  Armeddan,  skild  in  lorely  layes : 
The  six!  was  Lansack,  a  redoubted  knight : 
All  sixe  well  seene  in  annes,  and  proy  d  in  many  a 
fight. 

▼I. 

And  thsm  against  came  all  that  list  to  giust. 
From  OTvy  coast  and  countrie  under  sunne : 
None  was  debard,  but  all  had  leare  that  lust. 
The  trompets  sound ;  then  all  together  ronne. 
Full  many  deeds  of  annes  that  day  were  donne ; 
And  many  knights  unburst,  and  many  wounded. 
As  fortune  fell ;  yet  little  lost  or  wonne : 
Bm  all  that  day  tne  greatest  prayse  redounded 
To Maxinelly  woose  name  the  nexalds  loud  resounded. 


yii. 

The  seoond  day,  to  soone  as  morrow  light 

Appeared  in  heayen,  into  the  field  they  came. 

Ana  there  all  day  continew'd  cruell  fight, 

WiA  diycn  fortune  fit  for  such  a  game. 

In  which  all  stroye  with  perill  to  winne  fame ; 

Yet  whether  side  waa  yictor  note  be  ghest : 

But  at  the  last  the  trompets  did  proclame 

That  Marinell  that  day  deaenred  best 

So  they  disparted  were,  and  all  men  went  to  rest, 

ym. 

The  tbifd  day  came,  that  should  due  tzyall  lend 
Of  aD  the  rest;  and  then  this  warlike  crew 
Together  met,  of  all  to  make  an  end. 
Tbsre  BlarineD  great  deeds  of  annes  did  shew ; 
And  through  the  thickest  like  a  lyon  flew, 
B*T*rTty  OR  belmes,  and  ryying  plates  asonder ; 
That  erery  one  has  daunger  did  eschew : 
So  terribly  his  dreadfhll  strokea  did  thonder. 
That  all  men  stood  amas*d,  and  at  his  might  did 
wooder. 


But  what  on  earth  can  alwaies  happie  stand  f 
The  greater  prowesse  greater  perua  find. 
So  farre  he  past  smongst  his  enemies  band. 
That  they  hare  him  enclosed  so  behind, 
As  by  no  meanea  he  can  himselfe  outwind : 
And  now  petCoroe  they  haye  him  prisoner  taken ; 
And  now  they  doe  with  captiye  bands  him  bind ; 
And  now  they  lead  him  hence,  of  all  foraaken, 
Unlesse  some  succour  had  in  time  him  oyertaken. 


X. 

It  fisrtun'd  whylest  they  were  thus  ill  beset, 

Sir  Artegall  into  the  tilt-yard  came. 

With  Braggadochio,  whom  he  lately  met 

Upon  the  way  with  that  his  snowy  dame : 

Where  when  he  understood  by  common  fione. 

What  eyil  hap  to  Marinell  betid, 

He  much  was  moy'd  at  so  nnworthie  shame. 

And  atreight  that  boaster  prayd,  with  whom  be  rid. 

To  change  his  shield  with  him,  to  be  the  better  hid. 

XI. 

So  forth  he  went,  and  soone  them  oyerhent. 
Where  they  were  leading  Marinell  away ; 
Whom  he  asaajrld  with  dreadlesse  hardunent. 
And  fbrst  the  Durden  of  their  prise  to  stay. 
They  were  an  hundred  knights  of  that  array ; 
Of  which  th*  one  halfe  upon  himselfe  did  set* 
The  other  stayd  behind  to  gard  the  pray : 
But  he  ere  long  the  former  fiftie  bet ; 
And  from  the  other  fiftie  soone  the  prisoner  fet. 

xn. 

So  backe  he  brought  Sir  Marinell  egaine ; 
Whom  baying  quickly  arm'd  aeaine  anew. 
They  both  together  ioyned  might  and  maine. 
To  set  afresh  on  all  the  other  crew  : 
Whom  with  sore  bayocke  soone  they  oyerthrew. 
And  chased  quite  out  of  the  field,  that  none 
Against  them  durst  his  head  to  perill  shew. 
So  were  they  left  lords  of  the  field  alone : 
So  MarineU  by  him  was  reseu'd  from  his  fone. 

xm. 

Which  when  he  had  perform'd,  then  backe  againe 

To  Braggadochio  did  his  shield  restore : 

Who  all  this  while  behind  him  did  remaine. 

Keeping  there  close  with  him  in  pretious  store 

That  his  false  Isdie,  as  ye  lieard  afore. 

Then  did  the  trompets  sound*  snd  iudges  rose. 

And  all  these  knignts,  which  that  day  armour  bore. 

Came  to  the  open  hall  to  listen  whose 

The  honour  ot  the  prise  should  be  adiudged  by  thoea. 

xiy. 

And  thether  also  came  in  open  sight 
Fayre  Florimell  into  the  common  hall, 
To  greet  bis  ^erdon  unto  eyery  knight. 
And  best  to  mm  to  whom  the  best  should  fall. 
Then  for  that  stranger  kmght  they  loud  did  call^ 
To  whom  that  day  they  alMuld  the  girlond  yield  i 
Who  came  not  forth:  but  for  Sir  Artegall 
Came  Braggadocbio,  and  did  ahew  his  shield. 
Which  bore  the  sunne  brode  biased  in  a  golden  field. 


THB  FASRIB  QUEENSL 
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Tlw  nglit  wfaeraof  did  tO  with  gfadiMiM  fiB : 
So  unto  him  thej  did  iddBim  ue  ptriaa 
Of  an  thai  tmimph.    Hmo  the  trompeta  ahrill 
DoQ  BnggaaoehMM  Bane  nsoondMl  duiae : 
So  Govrag0  lent  a  doke  to  oowaidiae : 
And  than  to  him  came  & jreat  Florimefl, 
And  eoodly^  nn  to  grooto  hia  bvafo  ampnaoy 
And  Uionaand  thankea  him  jeeld,  that  had  ao  well 
Ajftof'd  thftt  day  diat  ahe  all  othen  did  ezoeO. 


To  whom  tiio  boaster,  dmt  an  kB]|lits  did  hloC, 

With  proad  diadaine  did  aoaraefbll  anawera  make. 

That  what  he  did  that  daj,  he  did  it  not 

For  her,  hat  for  his  owne  deare  ladiea  nke. 

Whom  on  hia  periU  he  did  undertake 

Both  her  and  ece  aU  othera  to  ezeett : 

And  fiirther  did  nnoomely  apeaohas  crake. 

Mneh  did  his  words  the  gentle  bdie  qndl. 

And  tnm'd  aside  for  ahame  to  heaie  what  he  did  teO. 


Then  forth  he  hnraght  hn  anowy  Florimele, 
Whom  Truupait  had  in  keeping  there  beaide, 
CoTered  finom  peoplea  saaement  with  a  Tele : 
Whom  when  diaooverea  thejr  had  throoghl j 
With  great  amaaement  thejr  were  stnpefide ; 
And  said,  that  aarely  FlonmeU  it  waa. 
Or  if  it  were  not  FlorimeU  ao  tride. 
That  FlorimeU  herselfo  she  then  did  pea. 
So  feeble  akiU  of  perfeet  thinga  the  Tvlgar  has. 

xvm. 

Which  whenaa  MarineU  beheld  likewise. 
He  was  therewith  exceedingly  dismajd ; 
Ne  wist  he  what  to  thinke,  or  to  dcTiae : 
Bat,  like  as  one  whom  feends  had  made  afinjrd, 
He  long  astonisht  stood,  ne  oagfat  he  sayd, 
Ne  ought  he  did,  hot  with  fast  fixed  eiea 
He  gazed  atiU  upon  that  snowy  mayd. 
Whom  erer  aa  hie  did  the  more  arise. 
The  moie  to  be  trae  Florimdl  he  did  soimiae. 


Aa  when  two  sonnea  appears  in  th'  amm  akye, 

Moanted  in  Phabns  eharet  fierie  bright. 

Both  dartinr  forth  foiie  beamee  to  each  mana  eye. 

And  both  aaom'd  with  lampet  of  flaming  light ; 

AU  that  behold  so  strsnge  prodigious  si^t. 

Not  knowinff  natnrea  worke,  nor  what  to  weene. 

Are  rapt  wiUi  wonder  and  with  rare  afiight. 

So  stood  Sir  MarineU  when  he  had  aeene 

The  sembkntof  this  folse  by  his  foire  beantaea  qoeene. 


An  which  when  ArtegaBi  who  aU  this  while 
Stood  in  the  pressse  dose  covered,  weU  adrewed, 
And  saw  that  boaalers  pride  and  graeeleaae  goilsb 
He  could  no  longer  bene,  but  forth  iseewed. 
And  onto  aU  himselfe  these  open  shewed. 
And  to  the  boaster  aaid;  «<  Tbon  loaeU  base, 
7*hat  hast  with  bowowed  plumes  thyselfe  endowed. 
And  othen  worth  with  leasinrs  doest  defeoe, 
Vl^en  diey  aie  aU  restored  thoa  shak  raat  in 


'<  That  ahieU,  wUch  dioa  doeat  beaie,  wan  it 

Which  this  dayea  hoaoor  sar'd  to  MsrineO ; 

But  not  that  arme,  nor  thou  the  man  I  reed. 

Which  didst  that  aerrice  onto  FlorimeU : 

For  proofe  diew  forth  thy  sword,  and  let  it  teQ 

What  strokes,  whst  dreadifnnatoare,it  atiid  Ais  dmjz 

Or  ahew  the  wounds  which  unto  thee  befeO ; 

Or  shew  the  sweat  with  which  thou  diddest  swnj 

So  shaipe  a  betleU»  that  ao  many  did  dismay. 


X 

J 


"  But  tins  the  sword  which  wnraght  thoee  cnaeD 

stounds. 
And  this  the  arme  the  which  that  shield  did 
And  these  the  signs,"  (so  shewed  forth  his 
"  By  which  that  gloria  gotten  doth  m^wara. 
As  for  this  ladie,  which  he  sheweth  here» 
Is  not  (I  wager)  Floximen  at  aU  ; 
But  some  fofie  franion,  fit  for  such  a  fere. 
That  by  misfortune  in  his  hsnd  did  foU." 
For  proofe  whereof  he  bad  them  FlorimeD  forth  coIL 


So  forth  the  noble  hdie  was  ybrooght, 
Adom'd  with  honor  snd  stt  eomdy  grace : 
Whereto  her  beshfoU  shamefestnesse  ywroaght 
A  great  increase  in  her  feire  blushing  feoe ; 
As  roses  did  with  Ulliea  interiaee : 
For  of  thoee  words,  the  which  that  boaster  tibiew. 
She  inly  yet  conceired  great  disgrace : 
Whom  wnenas  aU  the  people  such  did  rew. 
They  shouted  loud,  and  signes  of  gtadneaae  aD  dad 
ahew. 


Then  did  he  aet  her  by  that  snowy  oaoy 
Like  the  true  aaint  beside  die  image  aet ; 
Of  both  their  beauties  to  make  paragone 
And  triaU,  whether  should  the  honor  get. 
Streightway,  so  soone  as  both  together  metp 
Th'  enchaunted  damaen  ranisht  mto  noaght : 
Her  snowy  substance  melted  as  with  best, 
Ne  of  that  goodly  hew  remayned  ought. 
Bat  tfi'  emptie  girdle  wludk  about  her 
wrought. 


As  when  the  dsnghtsr  of  Thsnmantea  foirs 

Hsth  in  a  watry  doud  displayed  wide 

Her  goodly  bow,  which  jpaints  the  liquid  ayra  ; 

Thst  aU  men  wonder  at  her  colours  pride ', 

AU  suddenly,  ere  one  can  looke  aside. 

The  glorious  picture  raniaheth  away, 

Ne  any  token  doth  thereof  abide : 

So  did  thia  ladiea  goodly  fonne  decay. 

And  into  nothing  goe,  ere  one  ooold  k  bewray. 


Which  whenas  aU  that  present  were  beheld. 

They  stricken  were  with  great  astonishment. 

Ana  their  feint  hsrts  with  sensdesee  horroor  queld. 

To  see  the  thing,  that  seem'd  so  excellent. 

So  stolen  firom  their  fenctes  wonderment ; 

That  whst  of  it  became  none  understood : 

And  Bragffadochio  adfe  with  dreriment 

So  daunted  was  in  his  despeyring  mood. 

That  like  a  hfelease  cone  munoreable  he  stood. 
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But  Axtasall  th«t  golden  belt  nptoolce, 
The  wbien  of  all  her  spoyle  was  onety  left ; 
Which  was  not  hers,  as  many  it  inisfooVe, 
But  FlorimeUs  owne  girdle,  from  her  raft 
While  ahe  was  Hying,  like  a  weary  weft, 
From  that  foule  monster  which  did  her  compell 
To  perils  great ;  which  he  anhnckling  eft 
Presented  to  the  fiiyrest  FlorimeU ; 
Who  roond  about  her  tender  wast  it  fitted  walL 


zzYm. 

FbD  many  ladies  often  had  assayd 

Aboat  their  middles  that  faire  belt  to  knit ; 

And  many  a  one  snppos'd  to  be  a  mayd : 

Yet  it  to  none  of  alt  their  lovnes  would  fit, 

1111  FloiimeU  about  her  fitstned  it. 

Such  power  it  had»  that  to  no  womans  wast 

By  any  akill  or  labour  it  would  fit, 

L^esse  that  ahe  were  continent  and  chast ; 

But  it  would  lose  or  breake,  that  many  had  disgrast 

XZIZ. 

Whilest  thus  they  busied  were  bout  FlorimeU, 
And  boastlnll  Bramdochio  to  detune. 
Sir  Guyon,  as  by  fortune  then  befell. 
Forth  nom  the  thickest  preasse  of  people  came. 
His  owne  good  steed,  wnieh  he  had  stolne,  to  clame ; 
And,  th'  one  hand  seizing  on  his  jrolden  bit. 
With  th'  other  drew  his  sword ;  ror  with  the  same 
He  meant  the  thiefe  there  deadly  to  have  smit : 
And,  had  he  not  bene  held,  he  nought  had  &yld  of  it 

XXX. 

Thereof  grsat  burly  burly  mored  was 
Thron^ont  the  hall  for  that  same  warlike  borse; 
For  Braggadochio  would  not  let  him  pas ; 
And  Ouyon  would  him  algates  hare  perforse. 
Or  it  approTe  upon  his  carrion  corse. 
Which  tjoublotts  stirre  when  Artegall  percexred, 
lie  nigh  them  drew  to  stay  th'  avengers  forse ; 
And  gan  inquire  how  was  that  steed  bereaved, 
Wheuer  by  might  extort,  or  else  by  slight  deceaved. 

XXXI. 

Who  all  that  piteous  storie,  which  befell 
About  that  wofUU  couple  which  were  slaine, 
And  their  young  bloooie  babe  to  him  gan  tell ; 
WiUi  whom  whilea  he  did  in  the  wood  renudne. 
His  horse  purloj^ned  was  by  subtill  traine; 
For  which  ne  cbalenged  the  thiefe  to  fight : 
But  he  for  nought  could  him  thereto  constraine ; 
For  as  the  death  he  hated  such  despight. 
And  other  had  to  lose  than  trie  in  armes  his  right 

xxxn. 

Whieh  Aitegall  well  hearing,  (though  no  more 
By  Inw  of  armes  Aere  neede  ones  right  to  trie, 
Aj  was  the  wont  of  warlike  knights  of  yore, 
Then  tbrt  his  foe  should  him  the  field  denie,) 
Yet  further  right  by  tokens  to  descrie. 
He  askt»  what  privie  tokens  he  did  bcttre. 
**  If  that,''  said  Guyon,  **  may  you  satisfie. 
Within  his  mouth  a  blacke  spot  doth  appeare, 
ShsfTt  Eke  a  hocses  shoe»  who  list  to  seeke  it  there." 


Whereof  to  make  due  trvaU  one  did  taka 
The  horse  in  hand  withu  hia  mouth  to  looka : 
But  with  his  heeles  so  sorely  he  him  stxake. 
That  all  his  ribs  he  quite  in  peeces  broke. 
That  never  word  fntm  that  dair  forth  he  apoke. 
Another,  that  would  seeme  to  ^ve  more  wit, 
Him  by  the  bright  embrodered  hedstaU  tooka : 
But  by  the  shoulder  him  so  sore  he  bit. 
That  he  him  maymed  quite,  and  all 


Ne  he  hxa  mouth  would  open  unto  wight, 
Untill  that  Guyon  selfe  unto  him  spake. 
And  called  Bngadore,  (so  was  he  bight,) 
Whose  voice  so  soone  aa  he  did  undertake, 
Eftsoones  he  stood  as  still  as  any  stske. 
And  suffired  sll  his  secret  marke  to  see ; 
And,  whenas  he  him  nam'd,  for  ioy  he  brake 
His  bsnds,  and  foUow'd  him  with  gladfuU  glee. 
And  fnskt,  and  flong  aloft,  and  louted  low  on  kiiee. 


Thereby  Sir  Artegall  did  plaine  areed. 
That  unto  him  the  horae  belong'd ;  aaid  sayd, 
'*  Lo  there,  Sir  Ouyon,  take  to  you  the  steed, 
As  he  with  golden  saddle  is  arayd ; 
And  let  that  losell,  plainely  now  displayd. 
Hence  fare  on  foot,  till  he  an  horse  have  gayned." 
But  the  proud  boaster  gan  hia  doome  npbrayd. 
And  him  revil'd,  end  rated,  and  disdayned. 
That  iudgement  so  uniust  against  him  had  ordaynad. 


XXXVI. 


Much  was  the  knight  inoenst  with  his  lewd  word. 

To  have  revenged  that  his  villeny ; 

And  thrice  did  lay  his  hand  upon  his  sword. 

To  have  him  slaine,  or  dearely  doan  aby : 

But  Guyon  did  his  eholer  pacify, 

Saying,  "  Sir  knight,  it  would  dishonour  bee 

To  you  that  are  our  iudge  of  equity, 

Te  wreake  your  wrath  on  such  a  carle  as  bee : 

It's  punishment  enough  that  all  hia  shame  doe  see." 


xxxvn. 

So  did  he  mitigate  Sir  Artegall ; 
But  Talus  by  Uie  baoke  the  boaster  bent. 
And  drawing  him  out  of  the  open  hall 
Upon  him  did  infliot  this  punishment ; 
First  he  his  beard  did  ahave,  and  fowly  ahent; 
Then  from  him  reft  his  shield,  and  it  renverst, 
And  blotted  out  bis  armes  with  fiidshood  blent ; 
And  himselfe  bafTold,  and  his  armes  unbent ; 
And  broke  his  sword  in  twaine,  and  all  hia  annour 
sperst 

xxxvin. 

The  whiles  his  guflefull  groome  was  fled  away; 
But  yaina  it  was  to  thinke  from  him  to  iie : 
Who  overtaking  him  did  dittray. 
And  all  his  face  deform'd  with  infiunie, 
And  out  of  court  him  scourged  openly. 
So  ought  all  favtoura,  that  true  knighthood  ahame. 
And  armes  dtsnonour  with  base  villanie. 
From  all  brave  kniffhts  be  banisbt  with  defame : 
For  oft  their  lew£iees  blottath  good  deserts  with 
bUme. 


Now  when  these  ooanterfeiu  were  dnu  nncied 

Oat  of  the  foxeside  of  their  foif^erie. 

And  in  the  eight  of  all  men  oleane  disgnoed. 

All  no  to  ieet  end  gihe  fall  merilie 

At  the  lememhranoe  of  their  knarerie : 

Ladiee  can  langh  at  ladiee,  knights  at  knights. 

To  thtnke  with  how  great  raont  of  hraverie 

He  them  abused  through  his  sabtiU  slights. 

And  what  a  glorious  shew  he  made  in  au  their  sights. 


Then  leare  we  them  in  pleasure  and  repast. 
Spending  their  iojoas  dayes  and  gladftm  nights. 
And  taking  nsorie  of  time  forepast. 
With  all  deare  delioes  and  rare  delights. 
Fit  for  such  ladies  snd  sach  loyely  knights : 
And  tome  we  here  to  this  fairefurrowes  end 
Our  wearie  yokes,  to  gather  fresher  sprighta, 
That,  whenas  time  to  Artegall  shall  tend. 
We  on  his  first  adrentore  may  him  forward  send. 


CANTO  IV. 

Artegall  deeleth  right  betwixt 
Two  brethren  tlut  doe  strive: 

Seres  Terpine  firom  the  gallow 
And  doth  from  death  reprive. 


I. 

Whmo  upon  himselfe  will  take  the  skill 

True  iustice  unto  people  to  diride. 

Had  need  hare  miehue  hands  for  to  fulfill 

That  which  he  doui  with  righteous  dooms  decide. 

And  for  to  maister  wrong  and  puissant  pride : 

For  raine  it  is  to  deeme  of  things  aright. 

And  makes  wrong  doers  iustice  to  deride, 

Unlesse  it  be  performed  with  dreadlesse  might : 

For  powre  is  the  right  hand  of  iustice  truely  hight 

n. 

Therefore  whjlome  to  knights  of  great  emprise 
The  charge  or  iustice  given  wss  in  trust. 
That  they  mi^ht  execute  her  iudgements  wise. 
And  with  their  might  beat  downe  licentious  lust, 
Which  proudly  did  impugns  her  sentence  iust  i 
Whereof  no  braver  presiaent  this  day 
Remaines  on  earth,  preserved  from  yron  rust 
Of  rude  oblivion  ana  long  times  decay, 
Then  this  of  Artegall,  which  hero  we  have  to  say. 

m. 

Who  having  lately  lef^  that  lovely  payro, 
Enlincked  fast  in  wedlockes  loyall  bond, 
Bold  Marinell  with  Florim^  tne  hyrs. 
With  whom  great  feast  and  goodly  glee  he  fond, 
Deperted  from  the  castle  of  the  strond 
To  follow  his  adventures  first  intent. 
Which  long  agoe  he  taken  had  in  bond : 
Ne  wight  with  him  for  his  assistance  went. 
But  thst  great  yron  gioome,  his  gard  and  govern- 
ment: 

IV. 

With  whom,  as  he  did  passe  by  the  sea-shore. 
He  ohaunst  to  come  whereas  two  comely  squires. 
Both  brethren  whom  one  wombe  together  boro. 
But  stirred  up  with  different  desii^s. 
Together  strove,  and  kindled  wrathful!  fires : 
And  them  beside  two  seemely  dsmzels  stood. 
By  all  meiines  seeking  to  asswage  their  ires. 
Now  with  faire  words ;  but  words  did  little  good ; 
Now  with  sharps  thresti ;   but  tbreau  the  more 
inoreast  their  mood. 


T. 

And  there  before  them  stood  a  coffer  strong 
Fast  bound  on  every  side  with  iron  bands. 
But  seeming  to  have  suffred  mickle  wrong. 
Either  by  being  wreckt  uppon  the  sands. 
Or  being  carried  farre  from  forraine  lands : 
Seem'd  thst  for  it  these  squires  at  ods  did  fall. 
And  bent  against  themselves  their  cruell  hands ; 
But  evermore  those  damzels  did  fisrestall 
Their  furious  enoountar,  and  their  fieroenesse  paU. 


Tl. 

But  firmely  fixt  they  were  with  dint  of  sword 

And  battikues  doubtfull  proofe  their  rights  to  try ; 

Ne  other  end  their  fury  would  afford. 

But  what  to  them  fortune  would  iustify : 

So  stood  they  both  in  resdinesse  thereby 

To  ioyne  the  combate  with  cruell  intent: 

When  Artegall  arriving  happfl^ 

Did  stay  awhile  their  greeay  bickerment. 

Till  he  had  questioned  the  cause  of  their 


vn- 


To  whom  the  elder  did  this  aunswere  fnme ; 
"  Then  weet  ye,  sir,  that  we  two  brethren  be. 
To  whom  our  sire,  Milesio  by  name. 
Did  equally  bequeath  his  Isnds  in  fee. 
Two  islands,  which  ye  there  before  you  see 
Not  farre  m  sea ;  of  which  the  one  appeares 
But  like  a  little  mount  of  small  degree ; 
Yet  was  as  great  and  wide  ere  many  yeares. 
As  that  same  other  isle,  that  greater  bredth  now 
beares. 

vxzi. 

"  But  tract  of  time,  that  all  things  doth  deeay, 
And  this  devouring  sea,  that  nought  doth  spare, 
The  most  part  of  my  land  hath  washt  away, 
And  throwne  it  up  unto  my  brothen  share : 
So  his  encreased,  but  mine  did  empaire. 
Before  which  time  I  lov'd,  as  was  my  lot, 
That  further  mayd,  higbt  Phil  ten  the  faire, 
With  whom  a  goodly  doure  I  should  have  got. 
And  should  have  ioyned  bene  to  her  in  wedlock^ 
knot. 
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TbflB  did  my  joonger  brotW  Amidas 
Love  that  same  other  dsmseU,  Lucy  bright, 
To  whom  bat  little  dowre  allotted  was  : 
Her  rertae  was  the  dowre  that  did  delight : 
What  better  dowre  can  to  a  dame  be  higbtt 
Bat  now,  when  Phlltra  saw  my  lands  decay 
And  former  liveVod  fayle,  she  left  me  qoight. 
And  to  my  brother  did  elope  streightway : 
Who,  takmg  her  from  me,  his  owne  loye  left  astray. 


**  She,  seeing  then  herselfe  forsaken  so, 
Throagh  dolorous  despairs  which  she  concejrved, 
Into  the  sea  herselfo  cud  headlong  throw. 
Thinking  to  hare  her  griefe  by  death  bereaved ; 
Bat  see  how  mach  her  purpose  was  deceired  ! 
Whilest  thus,  amidst  the  billowes  beating  of  her, 
Twizt  life  and  death  lone  to  and  fro  she  weaved. 
She  channst  onwarss  to  light  upon  this  coffer, 
Whieh  to  her  in  that  daanger  hope  of  life  did  offer. 


zi. 
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The  wretched  mayd,  that  earst  desir'd  to  die, 
Whenas  the  peine  of  death  she  tasted  had. 
And  bat  halie  seene  his  aely  yisnomie, 
Gan  to  repent  that  she  had  beene  so  mad 
For  any  death  to  chaange  life,  though  most  bad  : 
And  catching  hold  of  this  sea-beaten  chest, 
^The  lucky  pylot  of  her  passage  sad,) 
After  long  tossing  in  the  seas  oistrest. 
Her  weary  barke  at  last  uppon  mine  isle  did  rest 

xn. 

"  Where  I  by  chaunoe  then  wandring  on  the  shore 
Did  her  espy,  and  through  my  good  endevour 
From  dreaonill  mouth  of  death,  which  threatned  sore 
Her  to  have  swallow'd  up,  did  helpe  to  save  her. 
She  then,  in  recompence  of  that  great  favour. 
Which  I  on  her  bestowed,  bestowed  on  me 
The  portion  of  that  good  which  fortune  gave  her. 
Together  with  herselfe  in  dowry  free ; 
Bou  goodly  portions,  but  of  both  the  better  she. 

ZIII. 

"  Yet  in  this  coffer  which  she  with  her  brought 
Great  threasure  sithence  we  did  finde  contained ; 
Which  as  our  owne  we  tooke,  and  so  it  thought ; 
But  this  same  other  damxell  since  hath  fained 
That  to  herselfe  that  threasure  appertained ; 
And  that  she  did  transport  the  same  by  sea. 
To  bring  it  to  her  husband  new  ordained. 
But  soffired  oruell  shipwracke  by  the  way : 
Bnty  whether  it  be  so  or  no,  I  cannot  say. 


xiy. 

"  But,  whether  it  indeede  be  so  or  no. 
This  doe  I  say,  that  whatso  good  or  fll 
Or  God,  or  fortune,  onto  me  did  throw, 
(Not  wronging  any  other  bjr  my  will,) 
I  hold  mine  owne,  and  so  will  nold  it  stilL 
And  though  my  land  he  first  did  winne  away. 
And  then  my  love,  f  though  now  it  little  skiU,) 
Vet  my  good  lucke  ne  shall  not  likewise  pny ; 
I  wul  it  defend  whilst  ever  that  I  may." 


Bot 


XV. 

So  havmg  sayd,  the  jronnger  did  ensew ; 
**  Full  true  it  is  whatso  a£>ut  our  land 
My  brother  here  declared  hath  to  you : 
But  not  for  it  this  ods  twizt  us  doth  stand, 
But  for  this  threasure  throwne  uppon  his  strand  ; 
Which  weU  I  prove,  as  shall  appeare  by  triall. 
To  be  this  maides  with  whom  I  fastned  hand. 
Known  by  good  markes  and  perfect  ^^ood  espiall : 
Therefore  it  ought  be  rendred  her  without  deniall/ 


zvi. 

When  they  thus  ended  had,  the  knight  began ; 

Certes  your  strife  were  easie  to  accord, 
Would  ye  remit  it  to  some  righteous  man." 

Unto  yourselfe,"  said  they,  "  we  give  our  word. 
To  bide  that  iudgement  ye  shall  us  afford.** 
"  Then  for  assurance  to  my  doome  to  stand. 
Under  my  foote  let  each  lay  downe  his  sword ; 
And  then  vou  shall  mv  sentence  understand," 
So  each  oi  them  layd  downe  his  sword  out  of  his 
hand* 


<i 


<( 
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Then  Artegall  thus  to  the  younger  sayd ; 

"  Now  tell  me,  Amidas,  it  that  ye  may, 

Your  brothers  land  tfae  which  the  sea  nath  layd 

Unto  your  part,  and  pluckt  from  his  away. 

By  what  good  right  doe  you  withhold  this  day  1" 

*'  What  ouer  right,"  quoth  he, "  should  you  esteemCj 

But  that  the  sea  it  to  my  share  did  lay  V* 

*'  Your  right  is  good,  "  sayd  be,  *'  and  so  I  deeme. 

That  what  the  sea  unto  you  sent  your  owne  should 


seeme. 


zvm. 


Then  turning  to  the  elder,  thus  he  sayd ; 
"  Now,  Bracidas,  let  this  likewise  be  showne ; 
Your  brothers  threasure,  which  from  him  is  stniyd. 
Being  the  dowry  of  his  wife  well  knowne, 
By  what  right  ooe  you  claime  to  be  your  owne  ?" 
"  What  other  right,^'  quoth  he,  "should you  esteeme. 
But  that  the  sea  hath  it  unto  me  throwne  V 
"  Your  right  is  good,"  sayd  he,  *'  and  so  I  deeme. 
That  what  the  sea  unto  you  sent  your  owne  should 
seeme. 


"  For  equaU  right  in  equall  things  doth  stsnd : 
For  what  the  migh^  sea  hath  once  possest, 
And  plucked  quite  nrom  all  possessors  hand. 
Whether  by  rage  of  waves  that  neyer  rest. 
Or  else  by  wracke  that  wretches  hath  distrest. 
He  may  aispose  by  his  imperiall  might, 
As  thin^  at  randon  left,  to  whom  he  list 
So,  Amidas,  the  land  was  yours  first  bight ; 
And  so  the  threasure  yours  is,  Bracidas,  by  right/ 


When  he  his  sentence  thus  pronounced  had. 

Both  Amidas  and  Philtra  were  displeased ; 

But  Bracidas  and  Lucy  were  right  glad. 

And  on  the  threasure  by  that  iudgement  seased. 

So  vras  their  discord  by  this  doome  appeased, 

And  each  one  had  his  right    Then  Artegall, 

Whenas  their  sharpe  contention  he  had  ceased, 

Departed  on  his  way,  as  did  befidl. 

To  follow  his  old  quest,  the  which  him  forth  didctlL 
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So,  as  he  timveUad  appon  the  way. 

He  chsimst  to  oome,  where  happi^  he  qade 

A  rout  of  many  people  &nB  ewej ; 

To  whom  his  oonne  he  hastily  applide. 

To  weete  the  cause  of  their  assemDlaiince  wide : 


To  whom  when  he  appioched  neare  ia  sight, 
(An  uncouth  sight,)  he  phunelT  then  lieeiearide 
To  he  a  troupe  of  womeii,  waruhe  dk^ht. 
With  weapoos  in  their  hands,  as  fmaj  for  to  fight: 


And  in  the  nidit  of  thom  he  saw  a 

With  hoth  his  hands  hehinde  him  pinnoed  hard. 

And  round  about  hia  necke  an  halter  tight. 

And  ready  for  the  gallow  tree  prepard : 

His  lace  was  oorerad,  and  his  head  waa  har'd. 

That  who  he  was  uneath  waa  to  descir; 

And  with  full  heavy  heart  with  them  he  ftr'd, 

Grier'd  to  the  aoule,  md  gioaing  inwardly. 

That  he  of  womeBs  hands  so hesea  death  ahould  dy. 


But  they,  like  tyranta  marcilease,  the  more 

Reioyced  at  his  miserable  case. 

And  him  reriled,  and  reproched  sore 

With  hitter  taunts  and  termes  of  vile  disgrace. 

Now  whenas  Artegall,  anriy'd  in  place. 

Did  aske  what  cause  brought  that  man  to  decay. 

They  round  about  him  gan  to  awann  npace. 

Meaning  on  him  their  cruell  hands  to  by. 

And  to  hsTe  wrought  unwarea  some  YiUsnous  aany. 


But  he  was  soon  aware  of  their  ill  minde. 

And  drawing  backe  deceiTed  their  intent : 

Yet,  though  himselfe  did  shame  on  womankinde 

His  mighty  hand  to  shend,  he  Talus  sent 

To  wrecke  on  them  their  foUies  haidjrment : 

Who  with  few  sowces  of  his  yron  isle 

Bisperaed  all  their  troupe  incontinent. 

And  sent  them  home  to  tell  a  piteous  tale 

Of  their  Taine  prowesse  tamed  to  their  proper  bale: 


But  that  aame  wretched  man,  ordaTsd  to  die^ 
They  left  behind  them,  glad  to  be  ao  quit : 
Him  Talus  tooke  out  of  perolazitie. 
And  horror  of  fowls  death  rar  knight  unfit. 
Who  more  than  lease  of  life  ydreaded  it; 
And,  him  restoring  unto  living  light. 
So  brought  unto  ms  lord,  where  he  did  sit 
Beholding  all  that  womanish  weafce  fight ; 
Whom  soone  as  he  beheld  he  knew,  and  thus  be- 
hi^t; 


«i 


Sir  Tuxpine,  haplaseo  man,  what  make  yon  ber«  1 
Or  hare  yon  lost  yoorselle  and  your  discretion. 
That  ever  in  thia  wretched  caae  ve  werel 
Or  hare  ye  yeelded  you  to  proode  oppression 
Of  womens  powre,  that  boast  of  mens  sobieotion! 
Or  else  whet  other  deadly  diamsll  day 
Is  falne  on  you  by  hearens  hard  direction. 
That  ye  were  runne  ao  fondly  fior  astray 
As  for  to  Isad  yootselfo  unto  your  owne  decay  T* 


Much  was  the  msn  confounded  in  his  mhid. 
Partly  with  ahame,  and  partly  with  diflBqr» 
That  all  aatoniaht  he  b  tmselfo  did  find. 
And  little  had  for  his  esccuse  to  say. 
But  onely  thus ;  "Bilost  haplesse  well  ye  msy 
Me  iustly  teime,  that  to  this  shame  am  brought. 
And  maoe  the  sccnie  of  knighthood  this  sasBe  day  • 
But  who  can  acape  what  his  owns  fotefaath  wroa^tf 
The  works  of  hsareas  wiU  wipasawtfa 
thought.'* 


*<  Right  true:  but  foalty 

To  fittribate  their  foUy  unto  firte. 

And  lay  on  heaven  the  guilt  of  their  owne 

But  teU,  Sir  Teipin,  ne  let  you  aaiate 

Your  miaeiy,  how  &U  ye  in  this  state  I*' 

«  Then  sith  jre  needs,"  quoth  he.  «wiU  know  ■ 

And  all  the  ill  whioh  chaanst  to  om  of  late, 

I  shortly  will  to  you  rehearse  the  ssme. 

In  hope  ye  wiU  not  tone  misfortone  to  my  blasaeb 

xaiz. 


"  Bebg  desirous  (as  aQ  knights  are  woont) 
Through  hard  adventures  deades  of  armea  to  tiy. 
And  uter  finne  and  honour  for  to  hunt, 
I  heard  report  that  fiurre  abrade  did  fiy. 
That  a  proud  amacon  did  late  defy 
All  the  brave  knighta  that  hold  of  Maidenhead, 
And  unto  them  wrought  all  the  villanr 
That  she  could  forge  in  her  malicioualieod. 
Which  soane  hath  put  to  shame,  and  many  daae  be 
dead. 


"  The  cause,  they  say,  of  this  her  cmeU  haCa^ 

Is  for  the  aske  of  Bellodant  the  bold. 

To  whom  she  bore  most  fervent  love  of  late. 

And  wooed  him  by  sll  the  waies  she  could  : 

But,  when  she  saw  at  last  that  he  ne  would 

For  ought  or  nought  be  woone  unto  her  will. 

She  tum'd  her  love  to  hatred  manifold. 

And  for  hia  sake  vow'd  to  doe  aU  the  iU        [fidfilL 

Which  ahe  could  doe  to  knights;  which  now  aba  dotk 


"  For  all  those  knights,  the  which  by  force  cr  guile 
She  doth  subdue,  she  fowly  doth  entreate : 
First,  she  doth  them  of  warlike  armea  deapoile. 
And  cloth  in  womena  weedea ;  and  then  with  threat 
Doth  them  compell  to  worte,  to  eame  dieir 
To  spin,  tocsrd,  to  sew,  to  waah,  to  wring ; 
Ne  doth  she  give  them  other  diing  to  eat 
But  bread  and  water  or  like  fiseble  thing; 
Them  to  disable  from  revenge  adventuring* 


"  But  if  through  stout  disdaiwe  of  manly  mind 

Any  her  proudf  obaervannce  will  withstand, 

Uppon  that  gibbet,  which  is  thwe  behind. 

She  csaaeth  them  be  hsng'd  up  ontof  hsnd ; 

In  which  ccodition  I  right  now  did  stand : 

For,  being  overoeoae  by  her  in  fight. 

And  put  to  diat  base  eervioe  of  her  bead, 

I  rather  ehoae  to  die  in  Uvea  despigfat. 

Then  lead  that  shamefiill  lifo,  unworthy  of  a  kaighL' 
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<«  How  higlit  tint  smoonr  myd  ArtegaU, 
'*  And  where  lad  how  far  hence  doee  she  ahidel" 
"  H«r  vm^r  quoth  he,  "  tiiey  Radignnd  doeoeU, 
A  |jriacB«ie  of  greet  powre  and  greater  pride, 
AnH  qneene  of  ■naeons,  in  aimes  weQ  tride 
And  sundry  hettela,  which  she  hath  achieved 
With  great  aneeeeee,  that  her  hath  glori6de, 
And  made  her  lamons,  more  then  ia  heliered ; 
Ne  wooMIit  havv  ween'd  had  I  notlateitprieyed." 


-  Now  sam^**  add  he» "  and  hy'the  faith  that  I 
To  Maydeoihead  and  noble  kn%hthood  owe, 
I  will  not  reat  till  I  her  might  doe  trie, 
And  Tenge  the  ahame  that  ahe  to  knights  doth  abow. 
ThefeliBre,  Sir  Terpin,  from  you  licbtly  throw 
Thia  eqnalid  weede,  the  patteme  of  diapaire. 
And  wend  with  me,  that  y%  may  see  and  know 
How  fertnae  will  your  niin'd  naaae  repaire 
And  kaigfataof  MaideDbe«l,whoflepraiae  ahe  would 
empaire* 


XJtXV. 

With  Act,  like  one  that  hopeleaee  waa  repryr'd 

Prom  deathee  dore  at  which  he  lately  lay, 

Thoee  yron  fetten  wherewith  he  waa  gyT*d, 

The  badgee  of  remoch  he  threw  away, 

And  nimbly  did  him  dight  to  gnide  the  way 

Unto  the  dwelling  of  tlmt  amaaone : 

Whi«h  WM  from  thenoe  not  past  a  mile  or  tway ; 

A  goodly  eitty  and  a  mighty  one, 

Ti»  wkahy  of  her  owne  name,  ahe  caUed  Badegooeb 

ZXXVI. 

Where  they  arriying  by  the  watchmen  were 
Deeoied  etreight ;  who  all  the  cit^r  warned 
How  that  three  warlike  persons  did  appeare. 
Of  which  the  one  him  seem'd  a  knight  all  armed, 
And  th'  other  two  well  likely  to  have  harmed. 
Eftsoonee  the  people  all  to  hamesse  ran. 
And  Uke  a  sort  of^beea  in  clusters  swarmed : 
Ere  long  their  queene  heraelfe,  halfelike  a  man. 
Came  foith  into  the  rout,  and  them  t'  array  began* 

XZZTXI. 

And  now  the  knights,  being  arrired  neare. 
Did  beat  nppon  ue  gates  to  enter  in ; 
And  at  the  porter,  skoming  them  so  few. 
Threw  many  threats,  if  they  the  towne  did  win. 
To  teere  his  flesh  in  pieces  for  his  sin : 
Which  whenas  Radi^nd  there  oomming  heud. 
Her  heatt  lor  rage  dul  grate,  and  teeth  did  grin : 
She  bad  that  atreight  the  gates  should  be  unhard. 
And  to  them  way  to  make  with  weapons  well  pre- 
pard* 

xxxvm. 

SooBo  aa  tho  gates  were  open  to  them  set. 
They  pleased  forward*  entzannce  to  have  made : 
But  in  the  middle  way  they  were  ymet 
With  a  aham  abowre  of  arvowes,  which  them  staid, 
And  better  bad  advise,  ere  they  aaaaid 
Unknowen  peHll  of  bold  womens  pride, 
then  aO  that  rout  uppoo  them  ru&ly  laid. 
And  heaped  strokes  so  &st  on  every  side, 
had  wtnmm  haild  so  tUcke,  that  they  could  not 
ahidflu 


But  Radignnd  herselfe,  when  ahe  eepide^ 

Sir  Terpin  from  her  direfuU  doome  acquit 

So  cruell  doale  amongst  her  maides  divide, 

T*  avenge  that  ahame  they  did  on  him  commit. 

All  aodainelr  en€am'd  with  furioua  fit 

Like  a  fell  Uoneeee  at  him  she  flew. 

And  on  his  head-piece  him  so  fiercely  emit. 

That  to  the  ground  him  quite  she  overtfirew, 

Dismsyd  so  with  the  stroke  that  he  no  oohmnknew. 

XL. 

Soone  aa  she  saw  him  on  the  ground  to  groveU, 
She  lightly  to  him  leapt ;  and,  in  hie  necke 
Her  proud  foote  setting,  at  his  head  did  levdl. 
Weening  at  onoe  her  wrath  on  him  to  wieake. 
And  his  contempt,  that  did  her  iudgment  breake . 
As  when  a  beare  hath  aeis'd  her  orueU  clawee 
Uppon  the  carkaase  of  some  beast  too  weake, 
Proudly  stands  over,  and  awhile  doth  pause 
To  heare  the  piteous  beast  pleading  her 
cause. 

ZLI. 

Whom  whenas  Artegall  in  that  distresee 

By  chaunce  beheld,  he  lefk  the  Uoudy  elaughter 

In  which  he  swam,  and  ranne  to  bis  redresse : 

There  her  assayliitg  fiercely  fresh  he  raoght  her 

Such  an  huge  stroke,  that  it  of  senoe  distraught  her , 

And,  had  she  not  it  warded  warily. 

It  had  deprived  her  mother  of  a  daughter : 

Nathlesse  for  all  the  powre  ahe  did  apply 

It  made  her  stagger  oft,  and  stare  with  ghaa^y  eye ; 

xut. 

Like  to  an  eagle,  in  his  kingl;^  pride 

Soring  through  his  wide  empire  of  the  aire. 

To  weather  his  brode  sailes,  by  chaunce  hath  spide 

A  goshauke,  which  hath  seized  for  her  share 

Uppon  some  fowle,  that  should  her  feast  prepare , 

With  dreadfull  force  he  flies  at  her  bvlive. 

That  with  his  souce,  which  none  enouren  dare. 

Her  from  the  quarry  he  away  doth  drive. 

And  from  her  gripmg  pounce  the  greedy  prey  doth 


nve. 
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But,  soone  aa  she  her  sence  reoover'd  bed. 

She  fiercely  towards  him  herselfe  gpui  diitht,    [mad ; 

Through  vengeful  wrath  and  sdeignfull  pride  half 

For  never  had  she  su&ed  such  despi^ht: 

But,  ere  she  could  ioyne  hand  with  lum  to  fight, 

Her  warlike  maides  about  her  flockt  so  fast, 

That  they  disparted  them,  maugre  their  might. 

And  with  their  troupes  did  far  asunder  cast : 

But  mongst  the  rest  the  fight  did  untill  evening  last 


xuv. 


And  every  while  that  mighty  yron  man. 

With  his  strange  weapon,  never  wont  in  warre. 

Them  sorely  vext,  and  count,  and  over-ran. 

And  broke  their  bowes,  and  did  their  ahooting  i 

That  none  of  all  the  many  onoe  did  dene  ^ 

Him  to  assault,  nor  once  approaoh  him  nie ; 

But  like  a  sort  of  sheepe  dispersed  fane. 

For  dread  of  their  devouring  enemie. 

Through  aU  the  fie&ds  and  ntUaas  did  befion  hbn  flia 


But  whenas  dales  faire  ihinie  beame,  ydowded 
With  fearefoll  shadowea  of  deformed  night, 
Wam'd  man  and  beast  in  qniet  rest  be  sbrowded, 
Bold  Radiffund  with  sound  of  tmmpe  on  hight, 
Causd  all  ner  people  to  snroease  fitnn  fight ; 
And,  gathering  them  onto  her  dtties  gate. 
Made  them  all  enter  in  before  her  sight; 
And  all  the  wounded,  and  the  weake  in  state. 
To  be  convajed  in,  ere  she  would  onoe  letiate. 

ZI,TI. 

When  thus  the  field  was  voided  all  away, 
And  aU  things  quieted  ;  the  elfin  knight. 
Weary  of  toile  and  trayell  of  that  day. 
Causa  his  pavilion  to  be  richljr  pight» 
Before  the  city-gate,  in  open  sight ; 
Where  he  himselfe  did  rest  in  nfety 
Together  with  Sir  Terpin  all  that  night: 
But  Talus  usde,  in  times  of  ieopardy. 
To  keepe  a  nightly  watch  for  dieed  of  treaoheiy. 

XLvn. 

But  Radiffund,  full  of  heart-gnawinsr  griefe 
For  the  rebuke  which  she  sustained  tnat  day. 
Could  take  no  rest,  ne  would  receive  reliero  ; 
But  tossed  in  her  troublous  minde  what  way 
She  mote  revenge  that  blot  which  on  her  lay. 
There  she  resolv'd  herselfe  in  single  fight 
To  try  her  fortune,  and  his  force  assay. 
Rather  than  see  her  people  spoiled  qiiight. 
As  she  had  seene  that  day,  a  disadventerous  sight 


XLvm. 


I 


She  called  forth  to  her  a  trusty  mayd. 
Whom  she  thought  fittest  for  that  businease : 
Her  name  was  Clarin,  and  thus  to  her  sayd  ; 
"  6oe,  damsel],  quicklv,  doe  thyselfe  addreMe 
To  doe  the  message  wnich  I  shall  ezpresse : 
Goe  thou  unto  that  stranger  faery  knight. 
Who  yesterday  drove  us  to  such  distiesse ; 
Tell,  that  to-morrow  I  with  him  will  fight» 
And  try  in  equall  field  whether  hath  greater  might* 


• 

"  But  these  conditions  doe  to  him  propoond  \ 

That,  if  I  vanquishe  him,  he  shall  obay 

My  law,  and  ever  to  my  lore  be  bound  ; 

And  so  will  I,  if  me  he  vanquish  may ; 

Whatever  be  shall  like  to  doe  or  say : 

Oo  straight,  and  take  with  thee  to  wttnesse  it 

Size  of  uiy  fellowes  of  the  best  array, 

And  beare  with  you  both  wine  and  iuncatse  fit. 

And  bid  him  eate :  henoeforth  heoftsball  hungry  sit* 


The  damsell  stretrht  obayd  ;  and,  putting  all 
In  readinesse,  form  to  the  town-gate  went ; 
Where,  sounding  loud  a  trumpet  firom  the  wall. 
Unto  those  warlike  knights  she  warning  sent. 
Then  Talus  forth  issuing  from  the  tent 
Unto  the  wall  his  way  did  fiBarlesae  take. 
To  weeten  what  that  trumpets  sounding  ment : 
Where  that  same  damsell  lowdly  him  hespake. 
And  shew'd  that  with  his  lord  she  would  empariamM 
make. 


u. 


So  he  them  streifht  conducted  to  his  lord ; 
Who,  as  he  could,  them  g^oodly  well  did  greete. 
Till  they  had  told  their  message  word  by  word ; 
Which  he  accepting,  well  as  he  could  weete. 
Them  fairely  entertaynd  with  curt'sies  meete. 
And  gave  them  gifts  and  things  of  deare  delight; 
So  biuske  againe  they  homeward  tum'd  their  feete ; 
But  ArtegaU  himseue  to  rest  did  dight. 
That  he  mote  firesher  be  against  the  next  dales  fight 


CANTO  V. 

ArtegaU  fights  with  Radigpid, 
And  is  subdew'd  by  guile : 

He  is  by  her  emprisoneo. 
But  wrought  by  Clarins  wile. 


I. 


So  soone  as  day  forth  dawning  from  the  east 
Nights  humid  curtaine  from  Uie  heavens  withdrew. 
And  earely  calling  forth  both  man  and  beast 
Commaunded  them  their  daily  workes  renew ; 
These  noble  warriors,  mindefull  to  pursew 
The  last  dales  purpo'  a  of  their  vowed  fight, 
Themselves  thereto  /reparde  in  order  dew  ; 
The  knight,  as  hea\  was  seeming  for  a  knif  ht. 
And  th'  amaion,  as  best  it  Ukt  herselfe  to  cught, 


n. 

All  in  a  camis  light  of  purple  silke 
Woven  uppon  with  silver,  subtly  wrought 
And  quilted  uppon  sattin  white  as  milke ; 
Trayled  with  ribbands  diversly  distraught, 
like  as  the  workeman  had  their  courses  taught} 
Which  was  short  tucked  for  light  modon 
Up  to  her  ham ;  but,  when  she  list,  it  raught 
Downe  to  her  lowest  heele,  and  thereuppon 
She  wore  for  her  defence  a  mayled  habergeon. 
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And  on  her  legs  she  punted  huskins  wore. 
Basted  with  bends  of  gold  on  STery  Bide« 
^And  mailes  betweene,  and  laced  close  afore ; 
Uppon  her  thigh  her  oemitare  was  tide 
V\  ith  an  embrMlered  belt  of  mickell  pride ; 
And  on  her  shoulder  hong  her  shield » bedeckt 
Uppon  the  bosse  with  stones  that  shined  wide. 
As  the  &lre  moone  in  her  most  full  aspect ; 
That  to  the  moone  it  mote  be  like  in  each  respect. 

IT. 

So  forth  she  came  out  of  the  citty-gate 

With  stately  port  and  proud  magnificence. 

Guarded  with  many  damxels  that  did  waite 

Uppon  her  person  for  her  sure  defence. 

Playing  on  shaumes  and  trumpets,  that  from  hence 

Theii  soand  did  reach  unto  the  hearens  hight : 

So  forth  into  the  field  she  marched  thence, 

Where  was  a  rich  pavilion  ready  pigbt 

Her  to  receive,  till  time  they  should  begin  the  fight. 

Then  forth  came  Axtegall  out  of  his  tent. 
All  aim'd  to  noint,  and  first  the  lists  did  enter : 
Soone  after  eke  came  she  with  full  intent 
And  eountenannce  fierce,  as  having  fully  bent  her 
That  battels  utmost  triall  to  adventer. 
The  lists  were  closed  fast,  to  barre  the  rout 
From  rudely  pressing  on  the  middle  center  ; 
Which  in  grsat  heapes  them  circled  all  about, 
Wayting  how  fortune  would  resolve  that  dangerous 
dont. 

TI. 

The  tnnnpets  sounded,  and  the  field  began ; 

With  bitter  strokes  it  both  began  and  ended. 

She  at  the  first  encounter  on  him  ran 

With  furious  rage,  as  if  she  had  intended 

Out  of  his  breast  the  very  heart  have  rended : 

3ttt  be.  that  had  like  tempests  oilten  tride, 

From  that  first  flaw  himselfe  right  well  defended. 

The  more  she  rsg'd,  the  more  be  did  abide ; 

She  hewd,  she  foyud,  she  lasht,  she  laid  on  every  aide. 

VII. 

Yet  still  her  blowes  he  bore,  and  her  forbore. 

Weening  at  last  to  win  advantage  new ; 

Yet  stilt  her  crueltie  increased  more, 

And.  though  powre  faUd.  her  courage  did  accrew ; 

Which  fayling,  he  gan  fiercely  her  puraew : 

like  as  a  smith  that  to  his  cunning  feat 

The  stabbome  mettal  seeketh  to  subdew, 

Soone  as  he  feeles  it  mollifide  with  heat. 

With  his  great  yron  sledge  doth  strongly  on  it  beat 

Tin. 

So  did  Sir  Artegall  upon  her  lay. 

As  if  she  had  an  yron  andvile  beene, 

Tint  flakes  of  fire,  bright  as  the  sunny  ray, 
I     Out  of  her  steely  armes  were  flashing  seene, 

^at  all  on  fire  y^  would  her  surely  weene : 
J     But  with  her  shield  so  weU  hersel/e  she  warded 
I     from  the  dread  daunger  of  his  weapon  keene, 
I     Tliot  all  dMt  while  her  life  she  safely  garded ; 

But  he  that  helpe  firom  her  against  her  will  discarded : 


iz. 


For  with  his  trenchant  blade  at  the  next  blow 
Halfe  of  her  shield  he  shared  quite  away, 
That  halfe  her  side  itselfe  did  naked  show, 
And  thenceforth  unto  daunger  opened  way 
Much  was  she  moved  with  the  mightie  sway 
Of  that  sad  stroke,  that  halfe  enrag*d  she  grew ; 
And  like  a  greedie  beare  unto  her  pray 
Witb  her  sharpe  cemitare  at  him  sne  flew, 
That  gtaoucing  downe  his  thigh  the  purple  bio  :d 
forth  drew. 

z. 

Thereat  she  gan  to  triumph  with  great  boast. 

And  to  upbrayd  that  chaunce  which  him  misfell. 

As  if  the  prise  she  gotten  had  almost, 

With  spightfull  speeches,  fitting  with  her  well ; 

That  his  great  hart  gan  inwardly  to  swell 

With  indignation  at  her  vaunting  vaine. 

And  at  her  strooke  with  puissaunce  fearefuU  fell ; 

Yet  with  her  shield  she  warded  it  againe. 

That  shattered  all  to  pieces  round  about  the  plaine. 

XI. 

Having  her  thus  disarmed  of  her  shield, 
Upon  hec  helmet  he  againe  her  strooke. 
That  downe  she  fell  upon  the  grassie  field 
In  sencelesse  swoune,  as  if  her  life  forsooke, 
A  nd  pangs  of  death  her  spirit  orertooke : 
Whom  wnen  he  saw  before  his  foote  prostrated. 
He  to  her  lept  with  deadly  dreadfuU  looke. 
And  her  sun-shjmie  helmet  soone  unlaced, 
Thinking  at  once  both  head  and  helmet  to  have  raced. 

XII. 

But,  whenas  he  discovered  had  her  face, 
He  saw,  his  senses  straunge  astonishment, 
A  miracle  of  natures  goodly  grace 
In  her  faire  visage  voide  of  ornament, 
But  bath'd  in  bloud  and  sweat  together  ment ; 
Which,  in  the  rudenesse  of  that  evill  plight, 
Bewrayd  the  signes  of  feature  excellent : 
Like  as  the  moone,  in  foggie  winters  night. 
Doth  Bceme  to  be  herselfe,  though  darkned  be  her 
light. 

xm 

At  sight  thereof  his  cruell  minded  hart 

Empierced  was  with  pittifull  regard. 

That  his  sharpe  sword  he  threw  from  him  apart. 

Cursing  his  hand  that  had  that  visage  mard: 

No  hand  so  cruell,  nor  no  hart  so  hard. 

But  ruth  of  beautie  will  it  mollifie. 

By  this,  upstarting  from  her  swoune  she  star'd 

A  while  about  her  with  confused  eye ; 

Like  one  that  from  his  dreame  is  waked  suddenlyt^ 

XIV 

Soone  as  the  knight  she  there  by  her  did  spy 
Standing  with  emptie  hands  all  weapoidesse. 
With  fresh  assault  upon  him  she  did  fly. 
And  ^tai  renew  her  former  cruelnesse : 
And  though  be  still  retyr'd,  yet  natbelesse 
With  huge  redoubled  strokes  she  on  him  layd ; 
And  more  increast  her  outrage  mercilesse. 
The  more  that  lie  with  meeke  intreatie  prayd 
Her  wrathful  hand  from  greedy  rengeance  to  havo 
stayd.  a 
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XT. 

like  18  tputtocke  haring  spyde  in  sight 

A  gentle  nolcon  sitting  on  sn  hill. 

Whose  other  wing,  now  made  unmeete  for  flight. 

Was  lately  hroken  by  some  fortune  ill ; 

The  foolish  kyte,  let  with  licentiovs  wi|]» 

Doth  beat  npon  the  gentle  bird  in  raine. 

With  many  idle  stoups  her  troubling  still : 

Even  BO  did  Radigund  with  bootlesse  paine 

Annoy  this  noble  knight,  and  sorely  him  oonstraine. 

XTI. 

Nought  conld  he  do  but  shun  the  drsd  despight 

Of  her  fierce  wrath,  and  backward  still  retvre ; 

And  with  his  single  shield,  well  as  he  migut, 

Beare  off  the  bnmen  of  her  raging  yre ; 

And  eTermore  he  gently  did  desyre 

To  stay  her  strokes,  snd  he  himselfe  would  yield  t 

Yet  nould  she  hearke,  ne  let  him  once  respyre, 

Till  he  to  her  delivered  had  his  shield, 

And  to  her  mercie  him  submitted  in  plaine  field. 

zvn. 

So  was  he  overcome,  not  overcome ; 

But  to  her  yeelded  of  his  owne  sccord ; 

Yet  was  he  iustly  damned  by  the  doome 

Of  his  owne  mouth,  that  spake  so  warelesse  word. 

To  be  her  thrall  and  service  her  afford : 

For  though  that  he  first  victorie  obtayned, 

Yet  after,  by  abandoning  his  sword, 

He  wilfull  lost  that  he  Wore  attayned : 

No  fiiyrer  conquest  then  that  with  goodwill  is  gayned. 

zyni. 

Tho  with  her  sword  on  him  she  flatling  strooke. 
In  signe  of  true  subiection  to  her  powre. 
And  as  her  vassall  him  to  thraldome  tooke : 
But  Terpine,  borne  to  a  more  unhappy  howre, 
As  he  on  whom  the  locklesse  starres  did  lowre. 
She  causd  to  be  attacht  and  forthwith  led 
Unto  the  crooke,  t'  abide  the  balefull  stowre 
From  which  he  lately  had  through  reskew  fled : 
When  he  fuU  shamefully  was  hanged  by  the  bed. 


But,  when  they  thought  on  Talus  hands  to  lay. 
He  with  his  yron  flaile  amongst  them  thondred. 
That  they  were  fayne  to  let  him  scape  away. 
Glad  from  his  componie  to  be  so  sondred ; 
Whose  presence  all  their  troups  so  much  encombred, 
That  th'  heapes  of  those  which  he  did  wound  and  slay, 
Besides  the  rest  dismayd,  might  not  be  nombred; 
Yet  all  that  while  he  would  not  once  assay 
To  uskew  his  owne  lord,  but  thought  it  iust  t*  obey. 

XX. 

Tlien  tooke  the  amaaon  this  noble  knight. 
Left  to  her  will  by  his  owne  wilfull  blame. 
And  caused  him  to  be  disarmed  quight 
Of  all  the  orna  i.ents  of  knightly  name. 
With  which  whvlome  he  gotten  had  great  fiune : 
instead  whereof  sue  made  him  to  be  dight 
In  womans  weedes,  that  is  to  manhood  shame^ 
And  put  before  his  lap  an  apron  white, 
Instead  of  corieu  and  bases  til  for  fight. 


XXT. 

So  being  clad  she  brought  him  from  tlw  field. 
In  which  he  had  bene  trayned  many  «  day. 
Into  a  long  large  chamber,  which  was  sieid 
With  moniments  of  many  knights  decay 
By  her  subdewed  in  Tictorious  fray : 
Amongst  the  which  she  caused  his  wartikv 
Be  hang*d  on  high,  that  mote  his  shame  bewray; 
And  broke  hb  sword  for  feare  of  further  faaimes. 
With  which  be  wont  to  atim  up  battaikHis  ataiiMi 

xxn. 

There  entred  in  he  round  about  him  saw 
Many  brave  knights  whose  names  right  well  he  knew 
There  bound  t'  obay  thst  anisxona  proud  bw. 
Spinning  and  carding  all  in  comely  rew. 
That  his  bigge  hart  loth'd  so  uncomely  vew : 
But  they  were  forst,  through  penurie  and  pyn^ 
To  doe  those  workes  to  them  appointed  dew : 
For  nought  was  given  them  to  sup  or  dyne. 
But  what  their  bands  could  eame  by  twisting  KnarB 
twyne. 

xxin. 

Amongst  them  all  she  placed  him  most  low. 

And  in  hb  hand  a  distaffe  to  htm  gave. 

That  he  thereon  should  spin  both  flax  and  tow ; 

A  sordid  office  for  a  mind  so  brave: 

So  hard  it  is  to  be  a  womans  slave ! 

Yet  he  it  tooke  in  his  owne  selfes  desptght. 

And  thereto  did  himselfe  right  well  bel^e 

Her  to  obay,  sith  he  his  laiUi  had  plight 

Her  vassall  to  become,  if  she  him  wonne  in  fighL 

XXTT. 

AMio  had  him  seene,  imagine  mote  thereby 
That  whylome  hath  of  Hercules  bene  told. 
How  for  lolas  sake  he  did  apply 
His  migbtie  hands  the  distaffe  vile  to  hold 
For  his  huge  club,  which  had  subdew'd  of  old 
So  many  monsters  which  the  world  snnoyed  ; 
His  lyons  skin  channgd  to  m  pall  of  gold. 
In  which,  forgetting  warres,  ne  onWy  ioyed 
In  combats  of  sweet  love,  and  with  his  mistresse 
toyed. 

XXT. 

Such  is  the  crueltie  of  w^menkynd. 

When  they  have  shaken  off  the  shame&st  band. 

With  which  wise  nature  did  them  strongly  bynd 

T'  obay  the  beasts  of  mans  well-ruling  hand. 

That  then  all  rule  and  reason  they  witnstand 

To  purchase  a  licentious  libertie : 

But  vertnous  women  wiselv  understand, 

That  they  were  borne  to  base  humilitie, 

Unlesse  the  heareDS  them  lift  to  lawfull  sovaraintiSk 


Thus  there  longwhile  continu  d  Arteg^, 
Serving  proud  Kadigund  with  true  subiection : 
However  it  his  noble  heart  did  gall 
T'  obay  a  womans  tyrrannous  direction. 
That  might  have  bad  of  life  or  death  election : 
But,  having  chosen,  now  he  ini«;!:ht  not  chaung^ 
During  which  time  th»  wnrlike  amazon. 
Whose  wandring  tancie  after  lust  did  raunga, 
Gan  cast  a  secret  liking  to  this  captive  straange. 
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XXTII. 

\V1iich  lone  concesline  in  her  covert  brest, 
She  cbawM  the  cud  of  lorers  careful!  plight ; 
Yet  could  it  not  so  thoroughly  digest. 
Being  fast  fixed  in  her  wounded  spright, 
But  it  tormented  her  both  day  and  night : 
Yet  would  she  not  thereto  yeeld  free  accord 
To  serre  the  lowly  vassall  of  her  might, 
And  of  her  serrant  make  her  soTerajne  lord : 
80  great  her  pride  that  she  such  basenesse  much 
abhord. 


So  much  the  greater  still  her  ano^ish  grew, 
Through  stabborae  handling  of  her  love-sicke  hart ; 
And  still  the  more  she  strove  it  to  subdew, 
I'lje  more  she  still  augmented  herowne  smart, 
And  wyder  made  the  wound  of  th'  hidden  darL 
At  last,  when  long  she  struggled  bad  in  vaine, 
^he  gan  to  stoupe,  and  her  proud  mind  convert 
To  meeke  obejrMnoe  ot  lores  mightie  raine, 
And  him  entreat  for  grace  that  had  procur*d  her 
paiiMa 


Unto  beraeUe  in  secret  she  did  call 

Herneaiest  handmayd,  whom  she  most  did  trust, 

And  to  her  said ;  **  Clarinda,  whom  of  all 

I  trust  all  ve,  sith  I  thee  fbstred  first ; 

Now  is  the  time  that  I  untimely  must 

Thereof  make  tryall,  in  my  greatest  need ! 

It  is  so  hapoed  that  the  heavens  uniust, 

Spighting  my  happie  freedome,  have  agreed 

To  thraU  my  looser  hfe,  or  my  last  bale  to  breed." 


With  that  aha  tnm'd  her  head,  as  halfe  abashed. 
To  hide  the  blush  which  in  her  visage  rose 
Aad  through  her  eyes  like  sudden  lightning  flashed, 
Decking  her  cheeke  with  a  vermiHon  rose : 
Bat  soone  she  did  her  countenance  compose. 
And,  to  her  turning,  thus  began  sp^e: 
**  This  griefes  deepe  wound  f  would  to  thee  disclose, 
Thereto  compelled  through  hart-murdnng  paioe ; 
But  dread  of  shame  my  doubtfuU  lips  doth  still 
Kstraine." 

**  Ah  I  my  dcare  dread,"  said  then  the  fearefull  mayd, 
'*  Can  dread  of  ought  yonr  dreadlesse  hart  withhold, 
Hat  many  hath  with  dread  of  death  dismayd, 
And  dare  even  deathes  most.dreadfull  face  behold? 
^S«T  00,  my  aoverayne  ladie,  and  be  bold : 
Duth  not  yonr  handmayds  Life  at  your  foot  lieT" 
Tbtrewxth  much  comforted  she  gan  unfold 
The  cause  of  her  conceived  maladie ; 
As  ODS  that  would  confasae,  yet  fidne  would  it  denie. 

zzxu. 

"  Qarin,"  sayd  she,  '*  thou  seest  yond  fayry  knight. 

Whom  not  mv  valour,  but  his  owne  brave  mind 

Sttbitcted  haul  to  my  anequall  might ! 

What  right  is  it,  that  he  should  thraldome  find 

For  lending  life  to  me  a  wretch  unkind. 

That  for  such  good  him  recompence  with  ill ! 

Therefore  I  cast  how  I  may  him  unbind. 

And  by  his  freedome  get  his  free  goodwill , 

Yet  so*  aa  bonad  to  ime  he  may  continue  still  * 


XXZIII. 

"  Bound  unto  me;  but  not  with  such  hard  bands. 
Of  strong  compulsion  and  straight  violence. 
As  now  m  miserable  state  he  stands ; 
But  with  sweet  love  and  sure  benevolence, 
Voide  of  malitiotis  mind  or  foule  offence : 
To  which  if  thou  canst  win  him  any  way 
Without  discoverie  of  my  thoughts  pretence, 
Both  goodly  meede  of  him  it  purchase  may. 
And  eke  with  gratefrill  service  me  right  well  apay. 

XZZIV. 

*'  Which  that  thou  mayst  the  better  bring  to  pass, 

Loe !  here  this  ring,  which  shall  thy  warrant  bee 

And  token  true  to  old  Eumenias, 

From  time  to  time,  when  thou  it  best  shalt  see, 

That  in  and  out  thou  mayst  have  passage  free. 

Goe  now,  Clarinda ,  well  thy  wits  advise. 

And  all  thy  forces  gather  unto  thee, 

Armies  of  lovely  lookes,  and  speeches  wise, 

With  which  thou  canst  even  love  himselfe  to  love 


endse.*' 


xxzv. 


The  trustie  mayd,  conceiving  her  intent, 
Did  with  sure  promise  of  her  good  endevonr 
Give  her  great  comfort  and  some  harts  content : 
So  from  her  parting  she  thenceforth  did  labour. 
By  all  the  meanes  she  mighte  to  curry  favour 
With  th'  elfin  knight,  her  ladies  best  beloved  : 
W^ith  daily  shew  of  courteous  kind  behaviour, 
Even  at  the  marke-white  of  his  hart  she  roved, 
And  with  wide-glauncing  words  one  day  she  thus 
him  proved : 


ZXXVI. 


"  Unhappie  knight,  upon  whose  hopelesse  state 
Fortune,  envying  good,  bath  felly  frowned. 
And  cruell  heavens  have  heapt  an  heavy  fate ; 
I  rew  that  thus  thy  better  dayes  are  drowned 
In  sad  despaire,  and  all  thy  senses  swowned 
In  stupid  sorow,  sith  thy  luster  merit 
Might  else  have  with  felicitie  bene  crowned : 
Looke  up  at  Inst,  and  wake  tby  dulled  spirit 
To  Oiinke  how  this  long  death  thou  mightest  disin- 
herit!" 

zxxvn. 

Much  did  he  marvell  at  her  uncouth  apeach. 
Whose  hidden  drift  he  could  not  well  perceive ; 
And  gan  to  doubt  least  she  him  sought  t'  appeach 
Of  treason,  or  some  guilefoll  traine  did  weave. 
Through  which  she  might  bis  wretched  life  bereave  • 
Both  which  to  barre  he  with  this  answere  met  her ; 
*<  Faire  damxell,  that  with  ruth,  as  I  perceave, 
Of  mj  mishapa  art  mov*d  to  wish  me  better. 
For  such  your  kind  regard  I  can  but  rest  your  dettei; 

xzxvnx. 

"  Yet  weet  ye  well,  that  to  a  courage  great 

It  is  no  lesse  beseeming  well  to  beare 

The  stonne  of  fortune's  frowne  or  heavens  threat, 

Then  in  the  sunshine  of  her  countenance  cleare 

Timely  to  ioy  and  carrie  comely  cheare : 

For  though  this  cloud  hath  now  me  overcast. 

Yet  doe  I  not  of  better  times  despeyre; 

And  though  (unlike)  they  should  for  ever  last. 

Yet  in  my  truthes  aaauiance  I  rest  fixed  fast." 

s2 
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XXXIX. 

"  Bat  what  so  stonie  minde/'  she  then  replyde. 
"  but  if  in  his  owns  powre  occasion  lay, 
Would  to  his  hope  a  windowe  open  wyoie. 
And  to  his  fortunes  helpe  make  leadie  wayl" 
••  Unworthy  sure,"  quoth  he,  "  of  hotter  day. 
That  will  not  take  the  offer  of  good  hope. 
And  eke  pursew,  if  he  attaine  it  may." 
"Which  speeches  she  applying  to  the  scope 
Of  her  intent,  this  fuitber  purpose  to  him  shope : 


XL. 


"  Then  why  dost  not,  thou  ill-adTixed  man. 
Make  meanes  to  win  thy  lihertie  forlorne. 
And  try  if  thou  by  fidre  entreatie  can 
More  Kadigund?  who  though  ahe  still  have  wome 
Her  dayes  in  warre,  yet  (weet  thou)  was  not  borne 
Of  beares  and  ^gres,  nor  so  salvage  mjrnded 
As  that,  albe  all  lore  of  men  she  scome. 
She  yet  forgets  that  she  of  men  was  kjmded  ; 
And  sooth  oft  seene  that  proudest  harts  base  lore 
hath  blynded." 

xu. 

"  Certes,  Clarinda,  not  of  cancred  will," 
Sayd  he,  "  nor  obstinate  disdainefiill  mind, 
I  hare  forbore  this  duetie  to  fulfill ; 
For  well  I  may  this  weene,  by  that  I  fynd, 
That  she  a  queene,  and  come  of  princely  kynd. 
Both  worthie  is  for  to  be  sewd  unto, 
Chiefely  by  him  whose  life  her  law  doth  bynd, 
And  eke  of  powre  her  owne  doome  to  undo. 
And  ala'  of  princely  grace  to  be  incljrn'd  thereto. 

xui. 

**  But  want  of  meanes  hath  bene  mine  onely  let 
From  seeking  farour  where  it  doth  abound  ; 
Which  if  I  might  by  your  good  office  get, 
I  to  yourselfe  should  rest  for  erer  bound." 
And  ready  to  deserre  what  grace  I  found." 
She  feeling  him  thus  bite  upon  the  ba3rt. 
Yet  doubtmg  least  his  hold  was  but  unsound 
And  not  weU  &8tened,  would  not  strike  him  stiayt. 
Bat  drew  him  on  with  hope,  fit  leasure  to  awayt. 


XXIII* 

But  foolish  mayd,  whylee  heedlesae  of  the  hooke 

She  thus  oft-times  was  beating  off  and  on. 

Through  slipperie  footing  fell  into  the  brooke, 

And  there  was  caught  to  her  confusion ; 

For,  seeking  thus  to  salre  the  amaaon. 

She  wounded  was  with  her  deceipts  owne  dart. 

And  gan  thenceforth  to  cast  affection, 

Conceired  dose  in  her  beguiled  hart. 

To  ArtBgaU,  through  pittia  of  hia  oauselesae  smart. 

ZUT. 

Yet  durst  she  not  disclose  her  fancies  wound, 

Ne  to  himselfe,  for  doubt  of  being  sdsyned, 

Ne  yet  to  any  other  wight  on  ground. 

For  feare  her  mistresse  shold  hare  knowledge  gayned ; 

But  to  herselfe  it  secretly  retayned 

Within  the  closet  of  her  corert  brest : 

The  more  thereby  her  tender  hart  was  payned  ; 

Yet  to  awayt  fit  time  ahe  weened  beat. 

And  fairely  did  diaaemble  her  sad  thoughts  unrest. 


XLT. 

One  day  her  ladie,  calling  her  apart, 
Gan  to  demaund  of  her  aome  tydings  good« 
Touching  her  lores  Buceease*  her  lingnng  smart . 
Therewith  she  gan  at  first  to  change  her  mood. 
As  one  adaw'd,  and  halfe  confused  stood ; 
But  quickly  she  it  orerpast  so  soone 
As  she  her  {bux  had  wypt  to  firesh  her  blood  ; 
Tho  gan  she  tell  her  all  that  she  had  donne. 
And  all  the  wayes  ahe  sought  his  lore  fur  to  hare 
wonne : 

xi.n« 

But  sayd,  that  he  was  obstinate  and  afeenie. 
Scorning  her  offers  and  conditions  raine  ; 
Ne  would  be  taught  with  any  termes  to  lecne 
So  fond  a  lesson  as  to  lore  againe : 
Die  rather  would  he  in  penurious  peine. 
And  his  abridged  dayes  in  dolour  wast. 
Then  hia  foes  lore  or  liking  entertaine : 
His  resolution  was,  both  fint  and  last. 
His  bodU  wu  her  tkraU^  kit  hart  wasfndy  platL 

XLm. 

Which  when  the  cmeU  amaaon  perceired. 
She  gan  to  storme,  and  lage,  and  reod  her  gall. 
For  rery  fell  despight,  which  she  conceired. 
To  be  so  scorned  of  abase-home  thrall. 
Whose  life  did  lie  in  her  least  eye-lids  fall ; 
Of  which  she  row*d,  with  many  a  cursed  thrf«r. 
That  she  therefore  would  him  ere  long  forstalL 
Natfalesse,  when  calmed  was  her  furious  beat. 
She  chang'd  that  threatfuU  mgsd,  and  mildly  gan 
entreat: 


XLrm. 


t< 


What  DOW  is  left,  Clarinda  t  what  remaineay 
That  we  may  compaaae  this  our  enterprise  ! 
Great  shame  to  lose  so  long  emplojred  painea. 
And  greater  ahame  t*abide  ao  great  misprise. 
With  which  he  dares  our  offers  thus  despise: 
Yet  that  his  guilt  the  greater  may  appeare. 
And  more  my  gradoua  mercie  by  this  wise, 
I  will  awhile  with  hia  first  foUy  bears. 
Till  thou  hare  tride  againe,  and  temfrted  him  aaon 
neara. 

xux. 


« 


Say  and  do  all  that  may  thereto  preraila ; 
Leare  nought  unpromist  that  may  him  perswade, 
life,  freedome,  grace,  and  gifU  of  great  araile. 
With  which  the  gods  themselres  sre  mylder  made : 
Thereto  adde  art,  eren'womens  wit^  trade. 
The  art  of  mightie  words  that  men  can  chaime; 
With  which  in  case  thou  canst  him  not  inrade. 
Let  him  feele  hardnesse  of  thy  heary  arme : 
Who  will  not  stoupewith  good  shall  be  mada  stonpa 
withharme. 


"  Some  of  his  diet  doe  from  him  withdraw ; 
For  I  him  find  to  be  too  proudly  fed: 
Giro  him  more  labour,  and  with  streighter  law, 
lliat  he  with  worke  mar  be  fbrwearied : 
Let  him  lodge  hard,  and  lie  in  atrawen  bed. 
That  may  pull  downe  the  courage  of  his  pride  ; 
And  lay  upon  him,  for  his  ^[reater  dread. 
Cold  yron  chaines  with  which  let  him  be  tide  ; 
And  let,  whaterer  he  desires,  be  him  denide. 
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u. 

'*  Wben  thon  hut  all  this  doen,  then  bring  me  newes 
Of  Ilia  demeane;  thencefortb  not  like  a  lover, 
But  like  a  rebell  stout,  I  will  bim  use : 
For  I  resolve  this  siege  not  to  giro  over. 
Till  I  the  conquest  of  my  will  recover." 
So  she  departed  full  of  griefe  and  sdaine, 
Which  imy  did  to  great  impatience  move  her : 
But  the  fiise  mayden  shortly  tum'd  againe 
Unto  the  prison,  where  her  hart  did  thnll  remaine. 

xn. 

There  all  her  subtiU  nets  she  did  unfold, 

And  all  the  engine  of  her  wit  display ; 

In  which  she  meant  him  warelesse  to  enfold. 

And  of  his  innocence  to  make  her  pray. 

So  cunningly  she  wroneht  her  cratfs  assay, 

That  both  her  ladie,  and  berselfe  withall. 

And  eke  the  knight  attonce  she  did  betray ; 

But  most  the  knight,  whom  she  with  guileful!  call 

Did  cast  for  to  aUure,  into  her  trap  to  falL 

Lxn, 

As  a  bad  nurse,  which,  iayning  to  receive 
lo  ber  owne  mouth  the  food  ment  for  her  chyld, 
Wtthholdes  it  to  berselfe,  and  doeth  deceive 
The  infant,  ao  for  want  of  nourture  spoyld ; 
Kven  so  Clarinda  her  owne  dame  beguyld, 
And  tum'd  the  trust,  which  was  in  her  Hffyde, 
To  feeding  of  her  private  fire,  which  boyld 
Her  inward  brest,  and  in  her  entrayles  fryde, 
'Jbe  more  that  she  it  sought  to  cover  and  to  hyde. 


UT. 


For,  eomming  to  this  knight,  she  purpose  fiiyned. 
How  earnest  suit  she  earst  for  him  had  made 
Unto  her  queene,  his  freedome  to  have  gayned ; 
But  by  no  meanes  could  her  thereto  perswade. 
But  that  instead  thereof  she  stemely  bade 
His  miserie  to  be  augmented  more. 
And  many  yron  bands  on  him  to  lade ; 
All  which  nathlesse  she  for  his  love  forbore 
So  praying  him  t'acoept  her  service  evermore. 


I.T. 

And,  more  then  that,  she  promist  that  she  would. 
In  case  she  might  finde  favour  in  his  eye, 
Devize  how  to  enlarge  him  out  of  hould. 
The  fayrie,  glad  to  gaine  his  libertie. 
Can  yeeld  Kreai  thankes  for  such  her  curtesie ; 
And  with  mire  words,  fit  for  the  time  and  place. 
To  feede  the  humour  of  her  maladie, 
Promist,  if  she  would  free  him  from  that  case. 
He  wold  by  all  good  meanes  he  might  deaerve  such 
grace. 

LVI. 

So  daily  he  faire  semblant  did  her  ahew, 

Yet  never  meant  he  in  his  noble  mind 

To  his  owne  absent  love  to  be  untrew : 

Ne  ever  did  deceiptfull  Clarin  find 

In  her  false  hart  his  bondage  to  unbind  ; 

But  rather  how  she  mote  him  faster  tye. 

Therefore  unto  her  mistresse  most  unkind 

She  daily  told  her  love  he  did  defye ; 

And  bim  she  told  her  dame  his  freedome  did  denye. 


Lvn. 

Yet  thus  much  friendship  she  to  him  did  show. 
That  bis  scarse  diet  somewhat  was  amended, 
And  his  worke  lessened,  that  his  love  mote  grow : 
Yet  to  her  dame  him  still  she  discommended. 
That  she  with  him  mote  be  the  more  olTended. 
rhus  he  long  while  in  thraldome  there  remayned. 
Of  both  beloved  well,  but  little  friended  ; 
Untill  bis  owne  true  love  his  freedome  gayned  : 
Which  in  another  canto  will  be  best  contayned. 


CANTO  VI. 

Talus  brings  newes  to  Britomart 

Of  Artegals  mishap : 
She  goes  to  seeke  him ;  Dolon  meetes. 

Who  seekes  her  to  entrap. 


Sovs  HMO,  I  woie,  will  deeme  in  Artegall 
Great  wcaksease,  and  report  of  him  much  ill. 
For  veelding  so  himselfe  a  wretched  thrall 
To  tn'  insolent  oommaund  of  womens  will ; 
That  all  his  former  praise  doth  fowly  spill ; 
But  he  the  man,  that  aay  or  doe  so  dare. 
Be  well  advb*d  that  he  stand  stedfast  still ; 
For  never  vet  was  wight  so  well  aware. 
But  ha  at  first  or  last  was  trapt  in  womens  snare. 


n. 

Yet  in  the  streightnesse  of  that  captive  state 
This  gentle  knight  himselfe  so  well  behaved, 
That  notwithstanding  all  the  subtill  bait, 
With  which  those  amasons  his  love  still  craved. 
To  bis  owne  love  his  loialtie  he  saved  : 
Whose  character  in  th'  adamantine  mould 
Of  his  true  hart  so  firmely  was  engraved. 
That  no  new  loves  impression  ever  could 
Bereave  it  thence:   such  blot  his  honour  blemish 
should. 
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III. 

Yet  hifl  owne  loTe,  the  nobl«  Britomtrt, 
Scarse  so  coDceired  in  herie«loiM  thought, 
What  time  sad  tydiogs  of  his  balefall  smart 
In  womans  bondage  Talas  to  her  brought ; 
Brought  in  untimely  hoore,  ere  it  was  sought: 
For,  after  that  the  utmost  date  aas3mde 
For  his  retume  she  waited  had  for  nought. 
She  gan  to  cast  in  her  misdoubtfull  mynde 
A  thousand  feares,  that  love-sicke  fancies  ftine  to 
fynde. 

IV. 

Sometime  she  fsarsd  least  some  hard  mishap 

Had  him  misfalne  in  his  adventurous  quest; 

Sometime  least  his  false  foe  did  him  entrap 

In  craytrous  traine,  or  had  unwares  opprest; 

But  most  she  did  her  troubled  mjnd  molesty 

And  secretly  ai&ict  with  iealous  feare. 

Least  some  new  love  had  him  from  her  possest ; 

Yet  loth  she  was,  since  she  no  ill  did  hears, 

To  thinke  of  him  so  ill ;  yet  could  she  not  ibrbeare. 


V. 

One  while  she  blam'd  herselfe ;  ano^r  whyle 
She  him  condemn'd  as  trustlesse  and  untrew : 
And  then,  her  griefe  with  errour  to  beguyle. 
She  iayn*d  to  count  the  time  againe  anew. 
As  if  before  she  had  not  counted  trew : 
For  houres,  but  dayes ;  for  weekes  that  passed  were. 
She  told  but  moneths  to  make  them  seeme  more  few : 
Yet,  when  she  reckned  them  still  drawing  neare. 
Each  hour  did  seeme  a  moneth,  and  every  moneth  a 
yeare. 

VI. 

But,  whenas  yet  she  saw  him  not  retume. 
She  thought  to  send  some  one  to  seeke  him  out ; 
But  none  she  found  so  fit  to  serve  that  turne. 
As  her  owne  selfe,  to  ease  herselfe  of  dout. 
Now  she  deviz'd,  amongst  the  warlike  rout 
Of  errant  knights,  to  seeke  her  errant  knight ; 
And  then  againe  resolv'd  to  hunt  him  out 
Amongst  loose  ladies  lapped  in  delight : 
And  then  both  knights  envide,  and  ladies  eke  did 
spight. 

vn. 

One  day  whenas  she  long  had  sought  for  ease 
In  every  place,  and  every  place  thought  best. 
Yet  found  no  place  that  could  her  liking  please. 
She  to  a  window  came,  that  opened  west. 
Towards  which  coast  her  love  his  way  addrest ; 
There  looking  forth  shee  in  her  heart  did  find 
Many  vain  fancies  working  her  unrest ; 
And  sent  her  winged  thoughts  more  swift  then  wind 
To  beara  unto  her  love  the  message  of  her  mind. 

Tnx. 

There  as  she  looked  long,  at  last  she  spida 
One  comming  towards  her  with  hasty  speede; 
Well  weend  she  then,  ere  him  she  plaine  descnde. 
That  it  was  one  sent  from  her  love  indeede: 
Who  when  he  nigh  approacht,  shee  mote  arede 
That  it  was  Talus,  Artegall  his  mome : 
Whereat  her  hart  was  fild  with  hope  and  diede ; 
Ne  would  ahe  stay  till  he  in  place  could  come. 
But  ran  to  meeta  him  fisrth  to  know  his  tidings 
aomine. 


Even  in  the  dore  him  meeting,  she  begun ; 
"  And  where  is  he  thy  lord,  sod  how  fiir 
Declare  at  once:  and  hath  he  lost  or  wun  )" 
The  yron  man,  albe  he  wanted  sence 
And  sorrowes  feeling,  yet,  with  conscience 
Of  his  ill  newee,  did  inly  chill  and  qnake. 
And  stood  still  mute,  as  one  in  great  snspenee ; 
As  if  that  by  his  silence  he  would  make 
Her  rather  rsede  his  meuung  then  lumaeUeit 


Till  she  againe  thus  sayd;  '<  Tdns,  be  bold. 

And  tell  whatever  it  be,  good  or  bed. 

That  from  thy  tongue  thy  henrts  intent  doth  bold.' 

To  whom  he  thos  at  length;  "  The  tidings  sad. 

That  I  would  hide,  will  needs  I  see  be  raid. 

My  lord  (your  love)  by  hard  mishap  doth  lis 

In  wretched  bondace,  woftiUy  bestsoL" 

"  Av  me,'*  quoth  she,  "  what  wicked  deetinie! 

And  is  he  vanquiaht  by  his  tyrant  enemjl " 


"  Not  by  that  tyrant,  his  intended  foe; 

But  by  a  tyrannesse,"  he  then  replida, 

"  That  him  captived  hath  in  haplesse  woe." 

"  Ceasethou,  bad  newes-man ;  badly  doest  dioa  hide 

Thy  maisters  shame,  in  hariots  bondage  tide; 

The  rest  myselfe  too  readily  can  spelL" 

With  that  in  rage  she  tum*d  from  him  aside. 

Forcing  in  vaine  the  rest  to  her  to  tell ; 

And  to  her  chamber  went  like  soUtaiy  celL 


XIX. 

There  she  began  to  make  her  moanefuU  plaint 
Against  her  Imight  for  being  so  untrew ; 
And  him  to  touch  with  falshoods  fowle  attaint. 
That  all  his  other  honour  overthrew. 
Oft  did  she  blame  herselfe,  and  often  raw. 
For  yeelding  to  a  straungers  love  so  light. 
Whose  life  and  manners  stnunge  she  never  knew; 
And  evermore  she  did  him  sha^ly  twight 
For  breach  of  fiuth  to  her,  which  he  nad  firaady 
plight. 

xtix. 

And  then  she  in  her  wrathfull  will  did  cast 
How  to  revenge  that  blot  of  honour  Uent, 
To  fight  with  him,  and  goodly  die  her  last : 
And  then  againe  she  did  henielfo  torment. 
Inflicting  on  herselfe  his  punishmenL 
Awhile  she  walkt,  and  chiuft;  awhile  she  threw 
Herselfe  nppon  her  bed,  and  did  lament : 
Yet  did  ahe  not  lament  with  loude  alew. 
As  women  wont,  but  with  deepe  sigbes  and  ■ingulf 
few. 


Like  as  a  wayward  chflda,  whoae  aoanderaleepa 
Is  broken  with  some  fearefrdl  dreames  affright. 
With  fiowaid  will  doth  aet  himselfe  to  weepa, 
Ne  can  be  stild  for  all  his  nurses  might. 
But  kicks,  snd  soual8,andshriekee  for  fell  despight ; 
Now  scratching  her,  and  her  looee  locks  misusing^ 
Now  seeking  darkenesse,  and  now  seeking  light. 
Then  craving  sucke,  and  then  the  sacke  refnsing: 
Such  was  tins  ladies  fit  in  her  lovii  fond  aocnomg. 


Cahto  Vh} 
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XV. 

Bat  when  she  had  with  such  unquiet  fite 

Herself  there  close  afflicted  long  in  vaine, 

Yet  found  no  easement  in  her  troubled  witB, 

She  unto  Talus  forth  retum'd  agaioe, 

By  change  of  place  seeking  to  ease  her  paine  ', 

And  gan  enquire  of  him  with  mylder  mood 

The  oertaine  cause  of  Artegals  detaine. 

And  what  he  did,  and  in  what  state  he  stood, 

And  whether  he  did  woo,  or  whether  he  were  woo'd. 


XTI. 

**  Ah  wellaway  !*'  said  then  the  3rron  man, 

"  That  he  is  not  the  while  in  state  to  woo ; 

But  lies  in  wretched  tbraldome,  weake  and  wan, 

Not  b^  Btroog  hand  compelled  thereunto. 

But  his  owne  doome,  that  none  can  now  undoo." 

*'  Sayd  I  not  then,"  quoth  she,  "  ere-while  aright. 

That  this  is  thinee  compacte  betwixt  you  two 

Me  to  deoeire  of  faith  unto  me  plight, 

Since  that  he  was  not  forst,  nor  overcome  in  fight  ? 


» 


xvn. 

With  that  he  gon  at  lane  to  her  dilate 
The  whole  discourse  of  bis  captiranee  aad. 
In  sort  as  ye  hare  beard  the  same  of  late  : 
AU  which  when  she  with  hard  enduraunce  had 
Heard  to  the  end,  she  was  right  sore  bestad. 
With  aodaine  stouods  of  wrath  and  grief  attone ; 
Ke  would  abiUe,  till  she  had  aunswere  made ; 
But  straight  herselfe  did  dight,  and  armor  don. 
And  moonting  to  her  steede  bad  Talus  guide  her  on. 

XYIU. 

So  forth  she  rode  uppon  her  ready  way. 

To  seeke  her  knight,  as  Talus  her  did  guide : 

Sadly  she  rode  and  never  word  did  say 

Nor  good  nor  bad,  ne  ever  lookt  aside, 

Bat  still  right  downe ;  and  in  her  thought  did  hide 

The  ielnesse  of  her  heart,  right  fully  bent 

To  fierce  avengement  of  that  womans  pride. 

Which  bad  her  lord  in  her  base  prison  pent, 

And  so  great  honour  with  so  fowls  reproch  had  blent 


XIX. 

So  as  she  thus  mel&ncholicke  did  ride. 
Chawing  the  cud  of  griefe  and  inward  paine, 
She  chaunst  to  meete  toward  the  eventide 
A.  knisht,  that  softly  paced  on  the  plaine. 
As  if  himselfe  to  solace  he  were  fame : 
Well  shot  m  yeares  he  seem*d,  and  rather  bent 
To  peace  then  needlesse  trouble  to  constraine ; 
As  well  by  view  of  that  his  vestiment. 
As  by  his  modest  semblant,  that  no  evill  mert. 

XX. 

He  coBiniag  neare  gan  gently  her  salute 
With  enrteous  words,  in  the  most  comely  wise ; 
Who  though  desirous  rather  to  rest  mute. 
Then  tennea  to  entertaine  of  common  guise. 
Yet  iBtfaer  then  she  kindnesse  would  despise. 
She  would  benelfe  displease,  so  him  requite. 
Then  gun  the  other  funher  to  devize 
Of  tlungs  abrode^  as  next  to  hand  did  li^ht. 
And  saay  things  demauad,  to  which  we  answer'd 
"it: 


For  little  lust  had  she  to  talke  of  ought. 
Or  ought  to  heare  that  mote  delightful!  bee ; 
Her  minde  was  whole  possessed  of  one  thought, 
That  gave  none  other  place.     Which  whoi  as  bee 
By  outward  signes  (as  well  he  might)  did  see, 
He  list  no  longer  to  use  lothfuU  speech. 
But  her  besought  to  take  it  well  in  gree, 
Sith  shady  dampe  had  dimd  the  heavens  reach, 
To  lodge  with  him  that  night,  unless  good  cause  em- 
peach. 

XXII. 

The  championesse,  now  seeing  night  at  dore, 
Was  glad  to  yeeld  unto  his  good  request; 
And  with  him  went  without  gaine-saying  more. 
Not  farre  away,  but  little  wide  by  west. 
His  dwelling  was,  to  which  he  him  addrest ; 
Where  soone  arriving  they  received  were 
In  seemely  wise,  as  Uiem  beseemed  best ; 
For  he  their  host  them  goodly  well  did  cheers. 
And  talk't  of  pleasant  things  the  night  away  to  wears. 

xxxn. 

Thus  FfMing  th'  evening  well,  till  time  of  rest. 
Then  Britomart  unto  a  bowre  was  brought ; 
Where  groomes  awayted  her  to  have  undreat : 
But  she  ne  would  undressed  be  for  ought, 
Ne  dofie  her  armes,  though  be  her  much  besought: 
For  she  had  vow*d,  she  sayd,  not  to  forgo 
Those  warlike  weedes.  till  she  revenge  had  wrought 
Of  a  late  wrong  uppon  a  mortall  foe  ; 
Which  she  would  sure  performe  betide  her  wele  or 
wo. 

XXIV. 

Which  when  their  host  perceiv'd,  right  discontent 
In  minde  he  grew,  for  fesre  least  by  that  art 
He  should  his  purpose  misse,  which  close  be  ment  * 
Yet  taking  leave  of  her  he  did  depart : 
There  all  that  night  remained  Britomart, 
Restlesse,  recomfortlesse,  with  heart  deepe-grieved, 
Not  suffering  the  least  twinckling  sleepe  to  start 
Into  her  eye,  which  th'  heart  mote  have  relieved  ; 
But  if  the  least  appeared,  her  eyes  she  atreight  re- 
prieved. 

XXV. 

"  Ye  guilty  ejea"  sayd  she,  "the  which  with  gayle 
My  heart  at  first  betrayd,  will  ye  betray 
My  life  now  too,  for  which  a  little  whyle 
Ye  will  not  watch  ?  false  watches,  wellawav  1 
I  wote  when  ye  did  watch  both  night  and  day 
Unto  your  losse ;  and  now  needes  will  ye  sleeps  t 
Now  ye  have  made  my  heart  to  wake  alway, 
Now  will  ye  aleepe  ?  ah  1  wake,  and  rather  weepe 
To  thinke  of  your  nights  want,  that  should  yee  wa- 
king keepe." 

XXVI. 

Thus  did  she  watch,  and  weare  the  weary  night 
In  waylfuU  plaints,  that  none  was  to  appease ; 
Now  walking  soft,  now  sitting  still  upright. 
As  sundry  chaunge  her  seemed  best  to  ease. 
Ne  lesse  did  Talus  suffer  aleepe  to  seaze 
His  eye-lids  sad,  but  watoht  continually. 
Lying  without  her  dore  in  great  disease ; 
Like  to  a  spaniel  wayting  carefully 
Least  any  should  betray  nis  lady  treacherously. 


IVhat  time  the  native  bebnan  of  tbe  night. 

The  bird  that  warned  Peter  of  his  fidl. 

First  rings  his  silver  bell  t'  each  sleepy  wight. 

That  should  their  mindes  up  to  devotion  call, 

She  heard  a  wondrous  noise  below  the  hall : 

All  sodainely  the  bed,  where  she  should  lie. 

By  a  false  trap  was  let  adowne  to  ftll 

Into  a  lower  roome,  and  by  and  by 

The  loft  was  raysd  againe,'that  no  man  ooold  it  spie. 

XXVIIX. 

With  ai^^ht  whereof  she  was  dismayd  right  sore, 
Peroeivmg  well  the  treason  which  was  ment : 
Yet  stirred  not  at  all  for  doubt  of  more. 
But  kept  her  place  with  courage  confident, 
Wayting  what  would  ensue  of  that  evenL 
It  was  not  long  before  she  heard  the  sound 
Of  armed  men  comming  with  close  intent 
Towards  her  chamber;  at  which  dreadfull  stound 
She  quicklv  caught  her  sword,  and  shidd  about  her 
bound. 

XXIX, 

With  that  there  came  unto  her  chamber  dore 
Two  knights  all  armed  ready  for  to  fight ; 
And  after  them  ftdl  many  other  more, 
A  raskaU  rout,  with  weapons  rudely  dight : 
Whom  soone  as  Tslus  spide  by  gUms  of  night. 
He  started  up,  there  where  on  ground  he  lay. 
And  in  his  hand  his  thresher  ready  height : 
Thev,  seeing  that,  let  drive  at  him  streightway, 
And  round  about  him  preace  in  riotous  aray. 


But,  soone  as  he  began  to  lay  about 
With  his  rude  yron  flaile,  they  gan  to  flie. 
Both  armed  kughts  and  eke  unarmed  rout : 
Yet  Talus  after  them  apace  did  plie. 
Wherever  in  the  darke  he  could  them  spie  ; 
That  here  and  there  like  scattred  aheepe  they  lay. 
Then,  backe  returning  where  his  dame  did  ue. 
He  to  her  told  the  story  of  that  firav. 
And  all  that  treason  there  intendea  did  bewray. 

ZXXI. 

Wherewith  though  wondrous  wroth,  and  inly  bum- 
To  be  avensfed  for  so  fowle  a  deede,  [ing 
Yet  being  torst  t*  abide  the  dales  retuminff. 
She  there  remain'd ;  but  with  right  wary  beede. 
Least  any  more  such  practise  should  proceede. 
Now  mote  ye  know  (that  which  to  Britomart 
Unknowen  was)  wh^ce  all  this  did  proceede ; 
And  for  what  cause  so  great  mischievous  smart 
Was  ment  to  her  that  never  evill  ment  in  harU 


XXXIL 

Tbe  goodman  of  this  house  was  Dolon  bight ; 

A  man  of  subtill  wit  and  wicked  minde. 

That  whilome  in  his  youth  had  bene  a  knight. 

And  armes  had  borne,  but  little  good  could  fiode, 

And  much  lease  honour  by  that  warlike  kinde 

Of  life :  for  he  was  nothing  Tslorous, 

But  with  sUe  shiftes  and  wiles  did  underminde 

All  noble  knights,  which  were  adventurous, 

And  many  brought  to  shame  by  treason  treacherous. 


xxxm. 

He  had  three  aonnea,  all  three  like  fathers 
Like  treacherous,  like  full  of  ftmud  and  guile. 
Of  all  that  on  this  earthly  compasse  wonnes  : 
The  eldest  of  the  which  was  shine  erewlule 
By  Artegall,  through  his  owne  guilty  wile ; 
His  name  was  Guisor  ;  whoee  untimdy  hib 
For  to  avenge,  full  many  treasons  vile 
IliB  fiither  Dolon  had  deviz'd  of  late 
With  these  his  wicked  aons,  and  ahewd  hia  cai.kred 
hate. 


For  sure  he  weend  that  this  his  present  guest 
Was  Artegall,  by  many  tokens  plaine  ; 
But  chieflv  by  that  yron  page  he  gbest. 
Which  still  vras  wont  witn  Artegall  ramaine ; 
And  therefore  ment  him  surely  to  have  slaine : 
But  by  Gods  grace,  and  her  good  heedinease. 
She  was  preserved  from  their  tnytrous  traine. 
Thus  she  all  night  wore  out  in  watchfulneeae, 
Ne  sttf&ed  slothiull  sleepe  her  eyelids  to  oppresae. 

XXXT. 

The  morrow  next,  to  soone  as  dawning  hours 
Discovered  had  the  light  to  living  eye. 
She  forth  yssew'd  out  of  her  loaued  bowre. 
With  full  intent  t*  avenge  that  viDany 
On  that  vilde  man  and  all  his  family : 
And,  comming  down  toseekethem  where  they  wood. 
Nor  sire,  nor  sonnes,  nor  sny  could  she  spie ; 
Each  rowme  she  sought,  but  them  all  empty  fond : 
They  all  were  fled  &  feare ;  but  whether,  neither 
kond. 

XXXVI. 

She  saw  it  vaine  to  make  there  lenger  stay. 
But  tooke  her  steede ;  and  thereon  mounting  light 
Gan  her  addresse  unto  her  former  way. 
She  had  not  rid  the  mountenance  of  a  flight. 
But  that  ahe  saw  there  present  in  her  sight 
Those  two  false  brethren  on  thst  perillous  bridge, 
On  which  PoUente  with  Artegall  did  fighL 
Streight  was  the  passage,  like  a  ploughed  ridge. 
That,  if  two  met,  the  one  mote  needs  fiiU  o*er  the 
lidge. 

XXX  VII. 

There  they  did  thinke  themselves  on  her  to  wreake : 
Who  as  she  nigh  unto  them  drew,  the  one 
These  vile  reproches  gan  unto  her  speake ; 
"  Thou  recreant  false  tiaytor,  that  with  lone 
Of  armes  hast  knighthood  Btolne,yet  knight  art  none. 
No  more  ahall  now  the  darkenesse  of  the  night 
Defend  thee  from  the  vengeance  of  thy  fone ; 
But  with  thy  bloud  thou  shslt  appease  the  spright 
Of  Guiaor  by  thee  slaine  and  murdred  by  thy  al^hu* 


1 


Strange  were  the  words  in  Britomaitis  ears  ; 
Yet  sUyd  she  not  for  them,  but  forward  fared. 
TIU  to  the  perillous  bridge  she  came ;  and  there 
Talus  desir*d  that  he  might  have  prepared 
The  way  to  her,  and  those  two  losels  scared  : 
But  she  thereat  was  wroth,  that  for  despight 
The  glauncing  sparkles  through  her  bever  gbi«<lf 
And  from  her  eies  did  flash  out  fiery  light, 
like  coles  that  throu^  aaflver  oenser  sparkle  bright 
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She  stayd  not  to  adnse  which  way  to  take ; 
Bat,  puttinff  spurres  unto  her  fieiy  beast. 
Thorough  the  midst  of  them  she  way  did  make. 
The  one  of  them,  which  most  her  wrath  increast. 
Upon  her  speare  she  bore  before  her  breast. 
Till  to  the  bridges  further  eod  she  past : 
Where  falling  downe  his  challenge  he  releast : 
The  ether  over  side  the  bridge  she  cast 
Into  the  rirer,  where  he  dronke  his  deadly  last. 


xu 

As  when  the  flashing  lerin  hapa  to  light 

Uponn  two  stubbome  oakes,  which  stand  so  neaie 

That  way  betwixt  them  none  appeares  in  sight ; 

The  engin,  fiercely  flying  forth,  doth  teare 

Th'  one  from  the  earth,  and  through  the  aire  doth 

The  other  £t  with  force  doth  orerthrow  [beare ; 

Uppon  one  side,  and  from  his  rootes  doth  reare : 

So  did  the  cbampionesse  these  two  there  strow. 

And  to  there  sire  their  carcasses  left  to  bestow. 


CANTO  VII. 

Britomart  comes  to  Isis  church, 
Where  shee  strange  TLsions  sees : 

She  fights  with  Radigund,  her  slaies, 
And  ArtegaU  thence  frees. 


NouoBT  is  on  earth  more  sacred  or  divine, 
IImU  gods  and  men  doe  equally  adore, 
Then  this  same  Tertue  that  doth  right  define ; 
For  th'  hevens  themselves,  whence  mortal  men  im- 
plore 
Bight  in  their  wrongs,  are  rul'd  by  righteous  lore 
Of  highest  love,  who  doth  true  iustice  deale 
To  his  inferiour  gods,  and  evermore 
i  herewith  containes  his  heavenly  commonweale : 
The  skill  whereof  to  princes  hearts  he  doth  reveale. 

Q. 

Well  therefore  did  the  antique  world  invent 

That  lostice  was  a  god  of  soveraine  grace. 

And  altara  unto  him  and  temples  lent. 

And  heavenly  honours  in  the  highest  place ; 

Calling  him  great  Osyxis,  of  the  race 

Of  th*  old  iEgyptian  kings  that  whylome  were  ; 

With  fayned  colours  ahading  a  true  case ; 

For  thai  Osyris,  whilest  he  Uved  here. 

The  ittsteat  man  alive  and  truest  did  appeare* 

His  wife  was  Isis ;  whom  they  likewise  made 
A  goddease  of  great  powre  and  soverainty, 
Aiid  in  her  person  cunningly  did  shade 
lliat  part  ot  iustice  which  is  equity, 
Wheraof  I  have  to  treat  here  presently : 
Unto  whose  temple  whenas  Britomart 
Arrived,  shee  with  great  humility 
Did  enter  in,  ne  would  that  night  depart ; 
But  Talus  laote  not  be  admitt  A  to  her  part. 

xv« 

There  ahe  raeehred  was  in  goodly  wise 

Of  many  priests,  which  duely  did  attend 

Uppon  the  rites  and  daily  sacrifice, 

Au  dad  in  linnen  robes  with  silver  hemd  ; 

And  on  their  heads  with  long  locks  comely  kemd 

They  wore  rich  mitres  shaped  like  the  moone. 

To  shew  that  Isis  doth  the  moone  portend ; 

like  as  Osyris  sisinifies  the  sunne : 

Far  ChaC  they  bou  like  lace  in  equall  iustice  ronne. 


The  cbampionesse  them  greeting,  as  she  could. 
Was  thence  by  them  into  the  temple  led ; 
Whose  goodly  building  when  she  did  behould 
Borne  uppon  stately  piUours,  all  dispred 
With  shining  gold,  and  arched  overbed, 
She  wondred  at  the  workmans  passing  skill. 
Whose  like  before  she  never  saw  nor  red  ; 
And  thereuppon  long  while  stood  gazing  still. 
But  thought  that  she  thereon  could  never  gase  bet 
fiU. 

VI. 

Thenceforth  unto  the  idoll  the^r  her  brought ; 

I'he  which  wss  framed  all  of  silver  fine. 

So  well  as  could  with  cunning  hand  be  wrought 

And  clothed  sU  in  garments  made  of  line, 

Hemd  all  about  with  fringe  of  silver  twine : 

Uppon  her  head  she  wore  a  crowne  of  gold ; 

To  shew  that  she  had  powre  in  things  divine : 

And  at  her  feete  a  crocodile  was  rola, 

That  with  her  wreathed  taile  her  middle  did  enfold. 


One  foote  was  set  uppon  the  crocodile, 
And  on  the  ground  the  other  fast  did  stand ; 
So  meaning  to  suppresse  both  forged  guile 
And  open  force :  and  in  her  other  hand 
She  stretched  forth  a  long  white  sclender  wand. 
Such  was  the  goddesse :  whom  when  Britomart 
Had  long  beh^d,  herselfe  uppon  the  land 
She  did  prostrite,  and  with  nght  humble  hart 
Unto  herselfe  her  silent  prayers  did  impsrt. 

▼xu. 

To  which  the  idoll  as  it  were  inclining 

Her  wand  did  move  with  amiable  looke. 

By  outward  ahew  her  inward  sence  desining : 

Who  well  perceiving  how  her  wand  she  shooke. 

It  as  a  token  of  good  fortune  tooke, 

By  this  the  day  with  dampe  was  ovprcast. 

And  ioyous  light  the  house  of  love  forsooke ; 

Which  when  she  saw,  her  helmet  she  unlaste 

And  by  the  altsis  side  herselfe  to  slumber  plaata. 
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IX. 

For  other  beds  the  priests  tiiere  nsed  none. 
But  on  tl^ir  mother  earths  deare  lap  did  lie. 
And  bake  Uieir  sides  uppon  the  cold  bard  stone, 
T*  enure  tbemselres  to  suffieraunee  thereby. 
And  proud  rebellions  flesh  to  mortify  : 
For,  by  the  vow  of  their  religion, 
They  tied  trere  to  stedfast  chastity 
And  continence  of  life ;  that,  all  forgon. 
They  mote  the  better  tend  to  their  derotion. 

X. 

Therefore  they  mote  not  taste  of  fleshly  food, 
Ne  feed  on  ought  the  which  doth  blond  containe, 
Ne  drinke  of  wine ;  for  wine  they  say  b  blood. 
Even  the  blond  of  gyants,  which  were  slaine 
By  thundring  lore  in  the  Phlegrean  plaine : 
For  which  the  earth  (as  they  the  story  tell) 
Wroth  with  the  gods,  which  to  perpetuall  paine 
Had  damn*d  her  aonnes  which  gainst  them  did  rebell. 
With  inward  griete  and  malice  did  against  them  swell : 


XI. 

And  of  their  vitall  blond,  the  which  was  shed 
Into  her  pregnant  bosome,  forth  she  brought 
The  frnitfuU  vine ;  whose  liquor  blouddy  red. 
Having  the  mindes  of  men  with  fury  (raught. 
Mote  in  them  stirre  up  old  rebellious  thought 
To  make  new  warre  against  the  gods  againe : 
Such  is  the  powre  of  that  same  miit,  that  nought 
The  fell  contagion  may  thereof  restndne, 
Ne  within  msona  role  her  madding  mood  containe. 


ZIf. 

There  did  the  warlike  maide  herseUe  repose, 
Under  the  wings  of  Isis  all  that  night ; 
And  with  sweets  rest  her  heavy  eyes  did  dose. 
After  that  long  daies  toile  and  wearie  plight : 
Where  whileift  her  earthly  parts  with  soft  delight 
Of  sencelesse  sleepe  did  deeply  drowned  lie. 
There  did  appears  unto  her  heavenly  spright 
A  wondrous  vision,  which  did  close  implie 
The  course  of  all  her  fortune  and  posteritie. 


Her  seem'd  as  she  was  doing  saerifize 
To  Isis,  deckt  with  mitre  on  her  hed 
And  linnen  stole  after  those  priestes  gniie. 
All  sodainely  she  saw  transfigured 
Her  linnen  stole  to  robe  of  scarlet  red. 
And  moone-like  mitre  to  a  crownn  of  gold ; 
That  even  she  herselfe  much  wondered 
At  such  a  chaunge,  and  ioyed  to  behold 
Herselfe  adom'd  with  gems  and  Jewels  manilbld. 

xrr. 

And,  in  the  midst  of  her  felicity. 

An  hideous  tempest  seemed  from  below 

To  rise  through  all  the  temple  sodainely. 

That  from  the  altar  ell  aboat  did  blow 

The  holy  fire,  and  all  the  embers  strow 

Uppon  the  pound  ;  which,  kindled  privily. 

Into  outragions  flames  unwares  did  grow, 

That  all  the  temple  put  in  ieopardy 

Of  flaming,  and  herselfe  in  great  perplexity. 


XV. 

With  that  the  crocodile,  which  sleefong  lay 

Under  the  idols  feete  in  fearelesse  bowre, 

Seem*d  to  awake  in  horrible  dismay. 

As  being  troubled  with  that  stormy  stowre ; 

And  gaping  greedy  wide  did  streight  devouxe 

Both  flames  and  tempest ;  with  which  growen  great. 

And  swolne  with  pride  of  his  owne  peerelesae  powre. 

He  gan  to  threaten  her  likewise  to  eat : 

But  that  the  goddesae  with  her  rod  him  backe  didbeaL 


XVI. 

Tho,  turning  all  his  pride  to  humbl< 
Himselfe  before  her  fisete  he  lowly  throw 
And  gan  for  grace  and  love  of  her  to  aeeke : 
Which  she  accepting,  he  so  nraro  her  drew 
That  of  his  game  she  soone  enwombed  grew. 
And  forth  did  bring  a  lion  of  great  might. 
That  ahortly  did  all  other  beasts  subdew : 
With  that  she  waked  full  of  feaiefbl  fright. 
And  doubtfully  dismayd  through  thai  ao  nneoutl: 
sight. 

XVII* 

So  thereuppon  aong  while  she  musing  lay. 
With  thousand  thoughts  feeding  her  fimtasie  ; 
Untill  she  apide  the  lampe  of  l^btsome  day 
Up-lifted  in  the  poroh  of  heaven  hie  : 
Then  up  she  rose  fraught  with  melancholy. 
And  forth  into  the  lower  parts  did  pas. 
Whereas,  the  priestes  she  found  frill  basfly 
About  their  holy  things  for  morrow  mas ; 
Whom  she  saluting  £uro,  hin  leaafaited  was  - 

zvm. 

But,  by  the  change  of  her  uncbeaiefbQ  kMdce, 
They  might  perceive  she  was  not  well  in  plight. 
Or  that  some  pensivenesa  to  lieert  she  tooke : 
Therefore  thus  one  of  them,  who  eeem'd  in  sight 
To  be  the  greatest  and  the  gravest  wight. 
To  her  bespake ;  "  Sir  knic^t,  it  seems  to  mm 
That,  thorough  evill  rest  of  this  kst  night. 
Or  ill  apayd  or  much  dismayd  ye  he ; 
That  by  your  change  oi  chearie  ia  eeaie  fcr  to 


"  Certes,"  sayd  she,  "  sith  ye  so  wdl  have  spide 
The  troublous  passion  of  my  pensive  mind, 
I  will  not  seeke  the  same  fivm  you  to  hide : 
But  will  my  cares  unfolde,  in  hope  to  find 
Your  aide  to  guide  me  out  of  errour  blind.* 
"  Say  on,**  ouoth  he,  "  the  aecret  of  your  hart: 
For,  by  tiie  noly  vow  which  me  doth  hind, 
I  am  adiur'd  best  oounsell  to  impart 
To  aU  that  diall  require  my  comfort  in  their 


Then  gan  she  to  declare  the  whole  dlsconrae 
Of  all  that  vision  which  to  her  appeared. 
As  well  as  to  her  minde  it  had  recourse. 
AU  which  when  he  unto  the  end  had  heard. 
Like  to  a  weake  faint-hearted  man  he  fared 
Through  great  astonbhment  of  that  strange  sight  y 
And,  with  long  locks  up-standing  atifly,  stared 
Like  one  adawed  with  some  dreadfoU  niright : 
So  fild  with  heavenlT  fruy  thus  he  her  belaght; 
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"  Ma^ftcke  virgin,  that  in  quetnt  disguise 

Of  British  armes  doest  maske  tliy  royall  blood, 

80  to  pursue  a  perilious  emprise ;  [hood, 

How  couldst  <bou  weene,  through  that  disguized 

To  bide  thy  state  from  being  understood  ? 

Can  from  th'  inunortall  rods  ought  hidden  bee  t 

lliey  doe  tiiy  linage,  and  thy  lonilv  brood, 

They  doe  thy  sire  Isinenting  sore  ror  thee, 

They  doe  thy  love  forlome  in  womens  thnildome  see. 


zxu. 

"  The  end  whereof,  and  all  the  long  event, 
Tbey  do  to  thee  in  this  same  dreame  discover : 
For  that  same  crocodile  doth  represent 
Tbe  righteous  knight  that  is  thy  fiuthfull  lover, 
Like  to  Osyris  in  all  iust  endever : 
For  that  same  crocodile  Osyris  is. 
That  under  lais  feete  doth  sleepe  for  ever ; 
To  shew  that  deraence  oft,  in  thinss  amis, 
Rettninea  those  steme  behests  ana  cruell  doomes  of 
his. 


xxm. 


4« 


That  knight  shall  4II  the  troublous  stormes  asswage 
And  raeing  flames,  that  many  foes  shall  reare 
To  hinder  thee  from  the  itist  heritage 
Of  thy  aires  crowne,  and  from  thy  countrey  deare : 
Then  shalt  thou  take  him  to  thy  loved  fere. 
And  i<mie  in  equall  portion  of  thy  realme : 
And  aiterwanls  a  sonne  to  him  sbalt  beare^ 
That  lion-like  sluill  shew  his  powre  extreame. 
So  blesse  thee  God,  and  give  thee  ioyance  of  thy 
dreame!" 

XZIV. 

All  which  when  she  unto  the  end  had  heard. 
She  much  was  eased  in  her  troublous  thought. 
And  00  those  priests  bestowed  rich  rewsid  ; 
And  royall  gifts  of  gold  and  silver  wrought 
Bbe  for  a  present  to  their  goddesse  brought. 
Then  taking  leave  of  them  she  forward  went 
To  seeke  her  love,  where  he  was  to  be  sought, 
Ne  rested  till  she  came  without  relent 
Unto  the  land  of  amazons,  as  she  was  bent. 


Whereof  when  newee  to  Radigund  wte  brought. 
Not  wiA  amase,  as  women  wonted  bee, 
She  was  confused  in  her  troublous  thought ; 
But  fild  widi  courage  and  with  ioyons  glee. 
As  glad  to  hears  of  araies,  the  which  now  she 
Hsa  long  surceest,  she  bad  to  open  bold. 
That  she  the  face  of  her  new  Ibe  might  see : 
Bat  when  they  of  that  yron  man  had  told. 
Which  late  her  foUte  had  shine,  she  bad  them  fortfa 
to  hold. 

XXTI. 

80  there  withoat  the  gate,  as  seemed  beat, 
She  caused  her  ptvilimi  be  pight ; 
In  which  stout  Britoaart  herselle  did  rsst. 
Whiles  Tains  wstched  at  the  dore  all  night. 
All  night  likewise  they  of  the  towne  in  fright 
Uppon  their  wall  good  watch  and  ward  did  keepe. 
The  morrow  next,  so  scone  as  dawning  light 
Bad  doe  away  the  dampe  of  drousie  aleepe, 
Th*  wuldbe  svmmmi  tmt  of  her  bowie  did  peep* ; 


XXVII. 

And  caused  streight  a  trumpet  loud  to  shrill. 
To  wame  her  foe  to  battell  soone  be  prest  r 
Who,  long  before  awoke,  (for  she  fuU  ill 
Could  sleepe  all  night,  that  in  unquiet  brest 
Did  closely  harbour  such  a  iealous  euest,) 
Was  to  tbe  battell  whilome  ready  dight. 
Eftsoones  that  warriouresse  with  haughty  crest 
Did  forth  issue  all  ready  for  the  fight ; 
On  th'  other  side  her  foe  appeared  soone  in  sight. 

xxTm. 

But,  ere  they  reared  hand,  the  amaxone 

Began  the  streight  conditions  to  propound, 

With  which  she  used  still  to  ^e  her  fone. 

To  serve  her  so,  as  she  the  rest  had  bound : 

Which  when  the  other  heard,  she  sternly  frownd 

For  high  disdains  of  such  indignity. 

And  would  no  lenger  treat,  but  bad  them  sound : 

For  her  no  other  termes  should  ever  tie 

Then  what  prescribed  were  by  lawes  of  chevalrie. 

ZXIX. 

The  trumpets  sound,  and  they  together  run 
With  greedy  rage,  and  with  their  faulchins  smot ; 
Ne  either  sought  the  others  strokes  to  shun. 
But  through  great  fury  both  their  skill  forgot^ 
And  practicke  use  in  armes ;  ne  spared  not 
Their  dainty  parts,  which  nature  had  created 
So  faire  ana  tender  without  staine  or  spot 
For  other  uses  then  they  them  translated ; 
Which  they  now  hackt  and  hewd  as  if  such  use  thej 
hated. 

XXX. 

As  when  a  tygre  and  a  lionesse 
Are  met  at  spoyling  of  some  hungry  V^7» 
Both  challenge  it  with  equall  gpreemnesse : 
But  first  the  tygre  clawes  thereon  did  lay ; 
And  therefore  loth  to  loose  her  right  away 
Doth  in  defence  thereof  full  stoutly  stona : 
To  which  the  lion  strongly  doth  gainesay, 
That  she  to  hunt  the  beast  first  tooke  in  bond ; 
And  therefore  ought  it  have  wherever  she  it  fond. 

XXXI. 

Full  fiercely  layde  the  amazon  about. 
And  dealt  her  blowes  unmercifully  sore ; 
Which  Britomart  withstood  with  courage  stout, 
And  them  repaide  againe  with  double  more. 
So  long  they  fought,  that  all  the  grassie  flora 
Was  fild  with  bloud  which  from  their  sides  did  flow. 
And  gushed  through  their  armes,  that  all  in  gore 
They  trode,  and  on  the  ground  their  lives  did  strow, 
like  fruitles  seede,  of  which  untimely  death  should 
grow. 

xzxn. 

At  last  proud  Radigund  with  fell  despight, 
Having  by  chaunce  espide  advantage  neare. 
Let  drive  at  her  with  all  her  dreadmll  might. 
And  thus  upbrayding  said ;  "  This  token  bears 
Unto  the  man  whom  thou  doest  love  so  deare ; 
And  tell  him  for  his  sake  thy  life  thou  gavest." 
Which  spitefuU  words  she  sore  engriev  d  to  lieare 
Thus  snswer'd ;  "  Lewdly  thou  my  love  depravest. 
Who  shortly  must  repent  that  now  so  vainely  bravesu*' 
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xxxm. 

Natfalesae  Hbat  stzoke  bo  crnell  paasige  found. 
That  glauncing  on  her  shoulder-plate  it  bit 
Unto  the  bone,  and  made  a  griesly  wound. 
That  she  her  shidd  through  raging  smart  of  it 
Could  scarse  uphold ;  yet  soone  she  it  reqnit : 
For,  having  force  increast  through  furious  peine. 
She  her  so  rudely  on  the  helmet  smit 
That  it  empierced  to  the  very  bnune. 
And  her  proud  person  low  prostrated  on  the  plaine. 

Where  being  layd,  the  wrothfoll  Britonesse 
8tayd  not  tin  she  came  to  berslfe  asaine ; 
But  in  rsTenge  both  of  her  loves  distresse 
And  her  late  vile  reproch  though  vaunted  vaine. 
And  also  of  her  wound  which  sore  did  paine. 
She  with  one  stroke  both  head  and  hefanet  cleft : 
Which  dreadful  sii^ht  when  all  her  warlike  traine 
There  present  saw,  each  one  of  sence  bereft 
Fled  fast  into  the  towne,  aud  her  sole  victor  loft. 

XXXV. 

But  yet  so  fast  they  could  not  home  retrate. 
But  that  swift  Talun  did  the  formost  win  ; 
And,  pressing  through  the  preace  unto  the  gate, 
Pelmell  with  them  attonce  aid  enter  in : 
There  then  a  piteous  slsughter  did  begin ; 
For  all  that  ever  came  within  his  reach 
He  with  his  yron  flale  did  thresh  so  thin, 
lliat  he  no  worke  at  all  left  for  the  leach  *, 
Like  to  an  hideous  storme,  which  nothing  may  em> 
peach. 

XXXVI. 

And  now  by  this  the  noble  conqueresse 

Herselfe  came  in,  her  glory  to  partake ; 

Where  though  revengefull  vow  she  did  professe. 

Yet,  when  she  saw  the  heapes  which  he  did  make 

Of  slaughtred  carkasses,  her  heart  did  quake 

For  very  ruth,  which  did  it  almost  rive. 

That  she  his  fury  willed  him  to  slake  : 

For  else  he  sure  had  left  not  one  alive ; 

But  all,  in  his  revenge,  of  spirite  would  deprive. 

xxxvn. 

Tho,  when  she  had  his  execution  stayd, 

She  for  that  yrcm  prison  did  enquire, 

In  which  her  wretched  love  was  captive  layd : 

Which  breaking  open  with  indignant  ire. 

She  entred  into  all  the  partes  entire : 

Where  when  she  saw  that  lothly  uncouth  sight 

Of  men  disgub'd  in  womani^he  attire. 

Her  heart  gan  grudge  for  very  deepe  despight 

Of  so  unmanly  masxe  in  misery  misdight 

xxxvm. 

At  last  wbenas  to  her  owne  love  she  came. 

Whom  like  disguue  no  lesse  deformed  had. 

At  sight  thereof  abasfat  with  secrete  shame 

She  tumd  her  head  aside,  as  nothing  glad 

To  have  beheld  a  spectacle  so  bad ; 

And  then  too  well  believ*d  that  which  tofoie 

Jealous  suspect  as  true  untruely  drad  : 

Which  vaine  conoeipt  now  nourishing  no  more, 

Sha  sought  with  ruth  to  sslve  his  sad  misfortunes 


Not  so  great  wonder  and  astottishment 
Did  the  most  chast  Penelope  possesse. 
To  see  her  lord,  that  was  reported  drent 
And  dead  long  since  in  dolorous  distresse. 
Come  home  to  her  in  piteous  wretcbednesse. 
After  long  travell  of  full  twenty  yeares  ; 
That  she  knew  not  bis  favours  likelynesse^ 
For  many  scarres  and  many  hoary  heares  ; 
But  stood  long  staring  on  him  mongst 


"  Ah !  my  deare  lord,  what  sight  is  thts,"  quoth  she. 
*'  What  may-game  hath  misfortune  made  of  you  ! 
Where  is  toat  dreadfull  manly  looke  !  where  be 
Those  mighty  palme^i,  the  which  ye  wont  t'  enbrew 
In  blond  of  kings,  and  great  hoastec  to  subdew  > 
Could  ought  on  earth  so  wondroas  change  hav* 
As  to  have  robde  you  of  that  manly  hew  ?  [wroogiit 
Could  so  great  courage  stouped  have  to  ought  7 
Then  farewell,  fleshly  force;    I  see  thy  pride  if 
nought !" 

xu. 

Thenceforth  she  strvight  into  a  bowrs  him  brooght 
And  causd  him  those  uncomely  weedea  nndight ; 
And  in  their  steede  for  other  rayment  soaght. 
Whereof  there  was  great  store,  and  armors  bright. 
Which  had  bene  reft  from  many  a  noble  knight ; 
Whom  that  proud  amazon  subdewcd  had, 
Whilest  fortune  favourd  her  successe  in  fight : 
In  which  whenas  she  him  anew  had  clad. 
She  was  reviv'd,  and  ioyd  much  in  his  aemUance 
gltd. 

So  there  awhile  they  afterwards  remained. 

Him  to  refresh,  and  her  late  woonds  to  heale : 

During  which  space  ahe  there  as  princess  mined ; 

And  changing  aU  that  fonne  of  common-weale 

The  liberty  ot  women  did  repeale. 

Which  they  had  long  usnipt ;  and,  them  restoring 

To  mens  subieetion,  did  true  iustioe  deale  : 

lluit  all  they,  as  a  goddesse,  her  adoring. 

Her  wiaedome  did  admire,  and  hearkned  to  her  loring 


For  aU  those  knights,  which  loog  in  euitive  shade 

Had  shrowded  bene,  she  did  from  thialdome  fiee ; 

And  magistrates  of  all  that  dty  made. 

And  gave  to  them  great  living  and  large  fee : 

And,  that  they  should  for  ever  faithiiBU  bee. 

Made  them  swears  fealty  to  ArtegaU : 

Who  when  himselfe  now  well  recnr'd  did  see. 

He  purposd  to  proceed,  wfastso  befrU, 

Uppon  his  first  adventure  which  him  forth  did  calL 

XUT, 

Full  sad  and  sorrow  full  was  Britomart 
For  his  departure,  her  new  canse  of  griefe  ; 
Yet  wisely  moderated  her  owne  smart. 
Seeing  his  honor,  which  she  tendred  chiefe. 
Consisted  much  in  that  adventures  priefe  : 
The  care  whereof,  and  hope  of  his  successe. 
Gave  unto  her  great  comfort  and  reliefe ; 
That  womanish  complaints  she  did  represse. 
And  tempred  for  the  time  her  present  heavineaas^ 
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There  she  continuM  for  a  certaine  apace, 
Till  through  his  want  her  woe  did  more  increase  : 
Then,  hoping  that  the  change  of  aire  and  place 
Would  change  her  peine  and  sorrow  somewhat 
She  parted  thence,  her  anguish  to  appease. 
Meane  while  her  noble  lord  Sir  Artegall 
Went  on  his  way  ;  ne  ever  howre  did  cease. 
Till  he  redeemed  had  that  lady  thrall : 
That  for  another  canto  will  more  fitly  fall. 


CANTO  VIII. 

Prince  Artlmre  and  Sir  Artegall 

Free  Samient  from  feare  : 
They  slay  the  soudan  ;  drive  his  wife, 

Adicia  to  despaire. 


Noroirr  under  heaven  ao  strongly  doth  allure 
The  eence  of  man,  and  all  his  minde  possesse.. 
As  beauties  lovely  baite,  that  doth  procure 
Great  warrioura  oft  their  rigour  to  represse. 
And  migbi^  bands  forget  their  manlinesae ; 
Drawne  witb  the  powre  of  an  heart-robbing  eye, 
And  wrapt  ia  fetters  of  a  golden  tresse. 
lliat  can  with  melting  pleaaaunoe  moUifye 
Their  baxdned  hearts  enur*d  to  bloud  and  cruelty. 

So  wbylome  leamd  that  mighty  lewish  swaine, 

Each  of  whose  lockes  did  match  a  man  in  might, 

To  lay  his  spotlea  beforp  his  lemans  traine  : 

So  alao  did  that  great  Oetean  knight 

For  his  loves  sake  his  lions  skin  undight; 

And  so  did  warlike  Antony  neglect 

The  worlds  whole  rule  for  Cleopatras  sight. 

Such  wondrous  powre  hath  wemens  faire  aspect 

To  ci4»tive  men,  and  make  them  all  the  world  reiect. 

Yet  could  it  not  tteme  Artegall  retaine. 

Nor  bold  from  suite  of  his  avowed  quest. 

Which  be  bad  undertane  to  Gloriane  ; 

But  left  his  love  (albe  her  strong  request) 

Faii«  Britomart  in  languor  and  unrest, 

And  rode  btmselfe  uppon  his  first  intent : 

Ne  day  nor  night  did  ever  idly  rest ; 

Ne  wight  but  onely  Talus  with  him  went. 

The  truB  guide  of  his  WAy  vxd  vertuous  government. 

IT* 

80  travelling,  be  ehaunst  far  off  to  heed 

A  damxell  flying  on  a  palfrey  fast 

Before  two  knights  that  after  her  did  speed 

V\  itb  all  their  powre,  and  her  full  fiercely  chast 

In  hope  to  have  her  overhent  at  last : 

Yet  fled  she  fast,  and  both  them  farre  outwent. 

Carried  with  wings  of  feare,  like  fowle  aghast, 

With  IcKka  all  loose,  and  rayment  all  to  rent ; 

And  ever  aa  she  roda  her  eye  waa  backeward  bent. 


Soone  af^  these  he  saw  another  knight, 

That  after  those  two  former  rode  apace 

With  speare  in  rest,  and  prickt  witn  all  his  might : 

So  ran  they  all,  as  they  had  bene  at  bace, 

They  being  chased  that  did  others  cbsce. 

At  length  he  saw  the  hindmost  overtake 

One  of  those  two,  and  force  him  tume  his  face  ; 

However  loth  he  were  his  way  to  slake. 

Yet  mote  he  algates  now  abide,  and  answere  maka 

VI. 

But  th'  other  still  pursu'd  the  fearefull  mayd } 
Who  still  from  him  as  fast  away  did  flie, 
Ne  once  for  ought  her  speedy  passage  stayd. 
Till  that  at  length  she  did  before  her  spie 
Sir  Artegall,  to  whom  she  streight  did  hie 
With  gladfuU  hast,  in  hope  of  him  to  get 
Succour  against  her  greedy  enimy : 
A^  ho  seeing  her  approch  gan  forward  set 
To  save  her  from  her  feare,  and  him  from  force  to 
let. 

vn. 

But  he,  like  hound  full  greedy  of  his  pray. 
Being  impatient  of  impediment, 
Contmu'a  still  his  course,  and  by  the  way 
Thought  with  his  speare  him  quight  have  overwent. 
So  both  together,  yfike  felly  bent. 
Like  fiercely  met :  but  Artegall  was  stronger. 
And  better  skild  in  tilt  and  tumament. 
And  bore  him  quite  out  of  his  saddle,  longer 
Then  two  speares  length :  so  mischiefe  over-matcht 
the  wronger: 

vin. 

And  in  his  fall  misfortune  him  mistooke ; 

For  on  his  head  unhappily  he  pight. 

That  his  owne  waight  his  necke  asunder  broke. 

And  left  there  dead.    Meane  while  the  other  Imight 

Defeated  had  the  other  faytour  quight. 

And  all  his  bowels  in  his  body  brast : 

Whom  leaving  there  in  that  dfispiteous  plight, 

He  ran  still  on,  thinking  to  follow  fast 

His  other  fellow  psgan  which  before  him  past. 
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IX. 

TimfiMid  of  whom  finding  there  retdy  preit 
Sir  Artegall,  without  dlBcretion 
He  at  him  ran  with  ready  speare  in  rest: 
Who,  seeing  him  come  still  so  fiercely  on, 
Against  him  made  againe :  so  hoth  anon 
Together  met,  and  strongly  either  strooke 
And  broke  their  speares ;  yet  neither  has  forgon 
His  horses  backe,  yet  to  and  fro  long  shooke 
And  tottred,  like'  two  towres  which  through   a 
tempest  quooke. 

But,  when  sgaine  they  had  reeoTered  sence. 
They  drew  uieir  swords,  in  mind  to  make  amends 
For  what  their  speares  had  fay  Id  of  their  pretence : 
Which  when  the  damzell,  who  those  deaaly  ends 
Of  both  her  foes  had  seene,  and  now  her  frends 
For  her  beginning  a  more  fearefuU  fray ; 
She  to  them  runnes  in  hast,  and  her  haire  rends 
Crying  to  them  their  cruell  hands  to  stay, 
Untill  they  both  do  heare  what  she  to  them  will  say. 

XL 

Thev  Btayd  their  hands ;  when  she  thus  ganto  spealce; 
"  Ah  1  gentle  knights,  what  meane  ye  Uius  unwise 
Upon  yourselves  anothers  wrong  to  wreakeT 
I  am  the  wrong'd,  whom  ye  did  enterprise 
Both  to  redresse,  and  both  redrest  likewise : 
Witnesse  the  paynims  both,  whom  ye  may  see 
There  dead  on  ground :  wlmt  doe  ye  then  deriso 
Of  more  revenge?  if  more,  then  I  am  shee 
Which  was  the  roote  of  all;  end  your  rerenge  on 


me. 
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Whom  when  they  heard  so  say,  they  lookt  about 

To  weete  if  it  were  true  as  she  had  told ; 

Where  when  they  saw  their  foes  dead  out  of  doubt, 

Eftsoones  they  gan  their  wrothfuil  hands  to  hold. 

And  ventailes  reare  each  other  to  behold. 

Tho,  whenas  Artegall  did  Arthure  rew, 

So  fttire  a  creature  and  so  wondrous  bold. 

He  much  admired  both  his  heart  and  hew. 

And  touched  with  intire  affection  nigh  him  drew ; 


xnr. 

Sajring,  "  sir  knight,  of  pardon  I  you  pray, 
That  all  unweeting  have  you  wrong'd  thus  sore, 
Suifring  my  hand  against  my  heart  to  stray : 
Which  if  ye  please  forgive,  I  will  therefore 
Yeeld  for  amends  myselfe  yours  evermore. 
Or  whatso  penaunce  shall  by  you  be  red." 
To  whom  the  prince ;  '*  certes  me  needeth  more 
To  crave  the  same ;  whom  errour  so  misled. 
As  that  I  did  mistake  the  living  for  the  ded. 


txw, 

"  But,  sith  ye  please  that  both  our  blames  shall  die. 

Amends  may  for  the  trespasse  soone  be  made. 

Since  neither  is  endamadg'd  much  thereby." 

So  can  they  both  themselves  full  eath  perswade 

To  faire  accordaunce,  and  both  faults  to  shade. 

Either  embracing  other  lovingly. 

And  swearing  faith  to  either  on  his  blade. 

Never  thenceforth  to  nourish  enmity. 

But  either  others  cause  to  maintains  mutually. 


Then  Artegall  gan  of  the  prince  enquire,         [layd, 
What  were  those  knights  which  there  on  ground  were 
And  bad  received  their  follies  worthy  hire. 
And  for  what  cause  they  chased  so  ^t  mayd. 
'*  Certes  I  wote  not  well,"  the  prince  then  sayd, 
**  But  bv  adventure  found  them  faring  so, 
As  by  the  way  unweetiogly  I  stiayd, 
And  lo !  the  danuEell  selfe,  whence  sll  did  grow. 
Of  whom  we  nay  at  will  the  whole  occasion  know.** 


zvi. 

Then  they  that  damxell  called  to  them  nie. 
And  asked  her,  what  were  those  two  her  fone, 
From  whom  she  earst  so  fast  away  did  flie ; 
And  what  was  she  herselfe  so  woe-begone. 
And  for  what  cause  pursu'd  of  them  attone. 
To  whom  she  thus ;  "  Then  wote  ye  well,  that  I 
Doe  serve  a  queene  that  not  far  hence  dotli  wone, 
A  princesse  of  great  powre  and  maiesde. 
Famous  through  all  the  world,  and  honor*d  &r  and 
nie. 

xnx. 

*'  Her  Bane  MereiBa  most  men  use  to  call 

That  is  a  mayden  queene  of  high  renowns, 

For  her  great  bounty  kaowen  over  all 

And  soveraine  grace,  with  which  her  royall  ciowne 

She  doth  support,  and  strongly  beateth  dowm 

The  nalioe  of  her  foea,  whidk  her  envy 

And  at  her  hapimiesse  do  fret  and  frowne ; 

Yet  she  herselfe  the  more  doth  magnify, 

And  even  to  her  foea  her  mercies  nultiply. 

xvtn. 

'*  Monpt  nany  which  nalioe  her  happy  state. 
There  is  a  mighty  man,  which  wonoes  here  by. 
That  with  most  fell  despight  and  deadly  hate 
Seekes  to  subvert  her  crowne  and  dignity, 
And  all  his  powre  doth  thereunto  apply: 
And  her  good  knights,  (of  which  so  brave  a  band 
Serves  her  as  any  princesse  under  sky,) 
He  either  spoiles,  if  they  against  him  stand. 
Or  to  his  part  allures,  and  bribeth  under  hand. 

XIX. 

"  Ne  him  suffioeth  all  the  wrong  and  ill, 
Which  he  unto  her  people  does  each  day  \ 
But  that  he  seekes  by  trayterous  traines  to  spiU 
Her  person,  and  her  sacred  selfe  to  slay : 
That,  O  ye  heavens,  defend !  and  turne  away 
From  her  «nto  the  miscreant  himselfe; 
That  neither  hath  relirion  nor  far, 
But  makes  his  god  ofhiB  ungodly  pelfe. 
And  idoles  serves :  so  let  hia  idols  serve  the  elfe! 


"  To  sll  which  cruell  tyranny,  they  aa^. 

He  is  provokt,  and  stird  up  day  and  ugfat 

By  his  bad  wife  that  bight  Adicia ; 

Who  counsels  him,  through  confidence  of  mig|it. 

To  breake  all  bonds  of  law  and  rules  of  right: 

For  she  herselfe  proiesseth  mortall  foe 

To  Justice,  and  against  her  still  doth  fight. 

Working,  to  all  that  love  her,  deadly  woe. 

And  making  all  her  ktiights  and  people  to  doe  so 
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'*  Wihicli  nr  tie^  bdy  aeeinj^ ,  thought  it  best 
With  that  nU  wife  in  friendly  wise  to  deale 
For  stint  of  strife  snd  stablishment  of  rest 
Both  to  herselfe  and  to  her  common-weale, 
And  tU  forepast  displeasures  to  repeale. 
So  me  in  message  unto  her  she  sent, 
To  treat  with  her,  by  way  of  eoterdeale, 
Of  finall  peace  and  nire  attonement 
Which  might  oonehided  be  by  mntuall  consent 

ZZIX. 

'*  All  times  hare  wont  safe-jMssage  to  afford 
To  messengers  that  emne  tot  canses  iust : 
But  this  proode  dame,  disdayning  all  accord, 
Not  onely  into  bkter  tenses  forth  bmst, 
Reriling  me  snd  rayling  as  she  Inst, 
Bat  lastly,  to  make  proofe  of  utmost  shame, 
Me  like  a  dog  she  oot  of  dores  did  thrust, 
Miscalling  aie  by  many  a  bitter  name. 
That  nerer  did  her  ill,  ne  once  deserred  blame. 

xzm. 

"  And  lastly,  that  no  shame  might  wanting  be. 
When  I  was  gone,  soone  after  me  she  sent 
These  two  f&b  knights,  whom  there  ye  lying  see, 
To  be  bj  them  dishonoured  and  shent : 
But,  tfaankt  be  God,  and  your  good  hardiment  \ 
Th«y  have  the  price  of  their  owne  folly  payd." 
80  said  this  damsell,  that  hight  Samient  \ 
And  to  those  knights  for  their  so  noble  ayd 
flenelfc  most  grateful!  shew'd,  and  heaped  thanks 
rapsjd. 


But  they  now  having  throughly  heard  and  seene 
All  those  great  wrongs,  the  which  that  mayd  com- 
plained 
To  hare  bene  done  against  her  lady  queene 
By  that  proud  dame,  which  her  so  much  disdained^ 
Were  mored  much  thereat,  and  twixt  them  fained 
With  all  their  force  to  worke  arengement  strong, 
Uppon  the  souldan  selfe,  which  it  majntained, 
And  OB  his  isdy ,  th*  author  of  that  wrong. 
And  appon  all  those  knights  that  did  to  her  belong 

ZXT. 

But,  thinking  best  by  counterfbt  disguise 

To  their  deseigne  to  make  the  easier  way, 

They  did  this  ccmiplot  twixt  themselves  devise : 

fnrst,  that  Sir  ArtegaU  should  him  array 

Like  one  of  those  two  knights  which  dead  there  lay ; 

And  then  that  damzeU,  the  sad  Samient, 

SlioBtd  as  his  purchast  prize  with  him  convay 

Unto  the  souloans  court,  her  to  present 

Unto  hia  aeomefull  Isdy  that  for  her  had  sent 

ZZTI. 

80  as  diey  had  deria'd,  Sir  Artegall 
Him  clad  in  th'  armour  of  a  pagan  knight. 
And  taking  with  him,  aa  his  vanouisht  thrall. 
That  damzell,  led  her  to  the  soulaans  right ; 
MThere  soone  as  his  proud  wife  of  her  had  sight. 
Forth  of  her  window  as  she  looking  lay, 
She  weenad  streiffht  it  was  her  paynim  knight. 
Which  brouebt  tnat  damaell  as  his  purchast  pray ; 
And  ant  to  hxm  a  page  that  mote  direct  his  way : 


zzvii. 

Who,  bringing  them  to  their  appointed  place, 

Offred  his  service  to  disarms  the  knight ; 

But  he  refusing  him  to  let  unlaoe. 

For  doubt  to  be  discovered  by  his  sight. 

Kept  himselfe  stiU  in  his  straunge  armour  dight : 

Soone  after  whom  the  prince  arrived  there. 

And,  sending  to  the  souldan  in  despighc 

A  bold  defyance,  did  of  him  requere 

That  damseU  whom  he  held  aa  wrongfull  priaonere 

zxvm. 

Wherewith  the  souldan  all  with  furie  fraught. 
Swearing  and  banning  most  blssphemously, 
Commaunded  straight  hb  armour  to  be  brought ; 
And,  mounting  straight  upon  a  charret  hye, 
(With  yron  wheeles  and  hookes  ami'd  dreadfully. 
And  drawne  of  cruell  steedes  which  he  had  fed 
With  flesh  of  men,  whom  through  fell  tyranny 
He  slaughtred  had,  and  ere  they  were  Lalfe  ded 
Their  bodies  to  his  beastes  for  prorender  did  spred ; 


So  forth  he  came  all  in  a  cote  of  plate 

Bumisht  with  bloudie  rust;  whiles  on  the  g^reene 

The  Briton  prince  him  readie  did  awayte 

In  glistering  armes  right  goodly  well  oeseene. 

That  shone  as  bright  as  doth  the  heaven  sheene  ; 

And  by  his  stirrup  Talus  did  attend, 

Playing  his  pages  part,  as  he  had  beene 

Berore  directed  by  his  lord  ;  to  th'  end 

He  should  his  ilaile  to  finall  ezecution  bend. 


zzz. 

Thus  goe  they  both  together  to  their  geare 
With  like  fierce  minds,  but  meanings  different : 
For  the  proud  souldan,  with  presumptuous  eheare 
And  countenance  sublime  ana  insolent. 
Sought  onely  slaughter  and  avengement ; 
But  the  brave  prince  for  honour  and  for  right. 
Gainst  tortious  powre  and  lawlease  regiment. 
In  tlie  behalfe  of  wronged  weake  did  fight : 
More  in  his  causes  (ruUi  he  trusted  then  in  might 

zzxx. 

Like  to  the  Thracian  tyrant,  who  they  say 

Unto  hia  horses  gave  his  guests  for  meat. 

Till  he  himselfe  was  made  their  greedie  pray. 

And  tome  in  pieces  by  Alcides  great ; 

So  thought  the  souldan,  in  his  follies  threat, 

Either  the  prince  in  peeces  to  have  tome 

With  his  sharps  wheeles  in  his  first  rages  heat, 

Or  under  his  fierce  horses  feet  have  borne. 

And  trampled  downe  in  dust  his  thoughts  disdained 


scome* 
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But  the  bold  child  that  perill  well  espjring. 
If  he  too  rashly  to  his  cnsrret  drew. 
Gave  way  unto  his  horses  speedie  flying. 
And  their  resistlesse  rigour  did  escnew  : 
Yet,  as  he  passed  by,  tlie  pagan  threw 
A  shivering  dart  with  so  impetuous  force. 
That,  had  he  not  it  shuun'd  with  heedful!  vew. 
It  had  himselfe  transfized  or  his  horse. 
Or  made  them  both  one  masse  witbouten  mortf 
remorse. 
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Oft  drew  the  prince  unto  his  cbarret  nigh. 

In  hope  some  stroke  to  fasten  on  him  neare ; 

But  he  was  mounted  in  his  seat  so  bigh, 

And  his  wing-footed  coursers  him  did  beare 

So  hat  away,  that,  ere  bis  readie  speare 

He  could  aavauoe,  he  farre  was  gone  and  past : 

Yet  still  he  him  did  follow  ever^  where. 

And  followed  was  of  him  likewise  full  fast, 

So  long  as  in  his  steedee  the  flaming  breath  did  last. 

XZXIT. 

Anine  the  pagan  threw  another  dart. 

Of  which  he  rad  with  him  abundant  store 

On  everj  side  of  his  embatteld  cart. 

And  of  all  other  weapons  lesse  or  more, 

Which  warlike  uses  had  deris'd  of  yore : 

The  wicked  shaft,  guyded  through  ih'  ajrrie  wyde 

By  some  bad  spirit  that  it  to  mischiefe  hore, 

Stayd  not»  till  through  his  curat  it  did  glyde, 

And  made  a  griesly  wound  in  his  enriven  side. 

XXXT. 

Much  was  he  grieved  with  thai  haplesse  throe. 
That  opened  had  the  welspring  of  his  blood ; 
But  much  the  more  that  to  his  hatefull  foe 
He  mote  not  come  to  wreake  his  wrathfull  mood : 
TLat  made  him  rare,  like  to  a  lyon  wood. 
Which  being  wounded  of  the  huntsmans  hand 
Cannot  come  neare  him  in  the  covert  wood. 
Where  he  with  boughes  hath  built  his  shady  stand. 
And  fenst  himaelfe  about  with  many  a  flaming  brand. 

ZXZIT. 

Still  when  he  sought  t'approch  unto  him  ny 
Hii  charret  wheeles  about  him  whirled  round. 
And  made  him  backe  againe  as  fast  to  fly ; 
And  eke  his  steedes,  like  to  an  hungry  hound 
That  hunting  after  game  hath  carrion  found. 
So  cruelly  did  him  pursew  and  chace. 
That  his  good  steed,  all  were  he  much  renound 
For  noble  course  and  for  bardie  race. 
Durst  not  endure  their  sight,  but  fled  from  place  to 
place. 

xxzvxz. 

Thus  long  they  trast  and  trarerst  to  and  fro, 

Seeking  by  every  way  to  make  some  breach ; 

Yet  could  the  prince  not  nigh  unto  him  goe. 

That  one  sure  stroke  he  might  unto  him  reach. 

Whereby  bis  strengthes  assay  he  might  him  teach : 

At  last,  from  his  victorious  shield  he  drew 

The  vaile,  which  did  his  powrefull  light  empeach ; 

And  comming  full  before  his  horses  vew. 

As  they  upon  him  prest,  it  plaine  to  them  did  shew. 

xzxvni. 

Like  lightening  flash  that  hath  the  gazer  burned, 
So  did  the  sight  thereof  their  sense  dismay. 
That  backe  a^ne  upon  themselves  they  turned. 
And  with  their  ryder  ranne  perforce  away : 
Ne  could  the  souldan  them  from  flying  stay 
With  ra3mes  or  wonted  rule,  as  well  he  knew : 
Nought  feared  they  what  he  could  do  or  say, 
But  th'  onely  feare  that  was  before  their  vew ; 
From  which  like  mazed  deere  dismayfully  they  flew. 


Fast  did  they  fly  as  them  there  feete  could  beare 
High  over  hiUes,  and  lowly  over  dales, 
As  they  were  follow'd  of  their  former  feare  : 
In  vaine  the  pagan  bannes,  and  sweares,  and  rayles. 
And  backe  with  both  his  hands  unto  him  hayles 
The  resty  raynes,  regarded  now  no  more : 
He  to  them  calles  and  speakes,  yet  nought  avayles ; 
They  heare  him  not,  they  have  forgot  his  lore ; 
But  Ko  which  way  they  list;  their  guide  they  have 
forlore. 
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As  when  the  firie-mouthed  steedes,  which  drew 
The  sunnes  bright  wayne  to  Phaetons  decay, 
Soone  as  they  £d  the  monstrous  scorpion  vew 
With  ugly  craples  crawling  in  their  way, 
The  dreadfuU  sight  did  thmn  so  sore  aSi^y, 
That  their  well^knowen  courses  they  forwent ; 
And,  leading  th'  ever  burning  lampe  astray, 
This  lower  world  nigh  all  to  ashes  brent. 
And  left  their  scorched  path  yet  in  the  firmament. 


XLI. 

Such  was  the  furie  of  these  head-strong  steeds, 
Soone  as  the  infants  sunlike  shield  they  saw, 
That  all  obedience  both  to  words  and  deeds 
They  quite  forgot,  and  scomd  all  former  law 
Through  woods,  and  rocks,  and  mountaines  they  did 
The  jrron  charet,  and  the  wheeles  did  teare,     [draw 
And  tost  the  paynim  without  feare  or  awe ; 
From  side  to  side  they  tost  him  here  and  there, 
Crymg  to  them  in  vame  that  nould  his  crying  beare. 

xui. 

Yet  still  the  prince  pursew'd  him  close  behind. 
Oft  making  offer  him  to  smite,  but  found 
No  easie  meanes  according  to  his  mind : 
At  last  they  have  all  overthrowne  to  ground 
Quite  topside  turvey,  and  the  pagan  hound 
Amongst  the  yrou  hookes  and  graples  keene 
Tome  all  to  rags,  and  rent  with  many  a  wound  i 
That  no  whole  peece  of  him  was  to  be  seene. 
But  Bcattred  all  about,  and  strow'd  upon  tbe  grsene. 

XLUX. 

Like  as  the  cursed  sonne  of  Theaeus, 

That  following  bis  chace  in  dewy  mome, 

To  fly  his  stepdames  love  outrageous, 

Of  his  owne  steedes  was  all  to  peeces  torae, 

And  his  fairs  limbs  left  in  the  woodi$  forlorne  ; 

That  for  his  sake  Diana  did  lament, 

And  all  the  woody  nymphes  did  wayle  and  niourae  t 

So  was  this  souldain  rapt  and  aU  to  rent. 

That  of  his  shape,  appear'd  no  litle  moniment. 

xuv. 

Onely  his  shield  and  armour,  which  there  lay, 
I'hough  nothing  whole,  but  all  to  brusd  and  broken^ 
He  up  did  take,  and  with  him  brought  away. 
That  mote  remaine  for  an  etemaU  token 
To  all,  mongst  whom  this  storie  should  be  spoken. 
How  worthily,  by  Heavens  high  decree. 
Justice  that  day  of  wrong  herselfe  had  wroken  ; 
lliat  all  men,  which  that  spectacle  did  see, 
By  like  ensample  mote  for  ever  warned  beau 
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XLV. 

So  on  a  tree,  before  tlie  tyrants  dore» 

He  cansed  them  be  bong  in  all  mens  sight. 

To  be  •  moniment  for  evermore. 

Which  when  his  ladie  from  the  castles  bight 

Beheld,  it  much  appald  her  troubled  spright: 

Yet  not,  as  women  wont,  in  dolefull  fit 

She  was  dismayd,  or  fiiynted  through  affright, 

Bat  gathered  nnto  her  ner  troabled  wit. 

And  gan  eftsoonea  dsTiae  to  be  aveng'd  for  it. 

XLn. 

Ftrei^fat  downe  she  ranne,  like  an  eniaiced  eow 

That  IS  berobbed  of  her  younglinpp  dere, 

With  knife  in  hand,  and  fatalfy  did  tow 

To  wreake  her  on  that  mayden  messengere. 

Whom  she  had  causd  be  kept  as  prisoners 

By  Artegdl,  misween'd  for  her  owne  knight, 

That  brought  her  backs :  and,  comming  present  there. 

She  St  her  ran  with  all  her  force  and  might, 

All  fl*™'"g  with  reyenge  and  furious  despight. 

Zt?II. 

like  raging  Ino,  when  with  knife  in  hand 

She  threw  her  husbands  mardred  infant  out ; 

Or  (ell  Medea,  when  on  Colchicke  strand 

Her  brothen  bones  she  scattered  all  about ; 

Or  aa  that  madding  mother,  mongst  the  rout 

Of  BsfOchus  priests,  her  owne  deare  flesh  did  tears : 

Yet  neiUier  Ino,  nor  Medea  stout. 

Nor  all  the  Moenades  so  furious  were, 

As  this  bold  woman  when  she  saw  that  damsell  there. 


ZLYtn. 

But  Artesall  being  thereof  aware 

Did  stay  her  oruell  hand  ere  she  her  raught ; 

And,  as  she  did  herselfe  to  strike  prepare, 

Out  of  her  fist  the  wicked  weapon  caught : 

With  that,  like  one  enfelon'd  or  distraught. 

She  forth  did  rome  whether  her  rage  her  bore. 

With  franticke  passion  and  with  furie  fraught ; 

And,  brealdo^  forth  out  at  a  posteme  dore. 

Unto  the  wilde  wood  ranne,  her  dolours  to  deplore : 


As  a  mad  bytch,  whenas  the  franticke  fit 
Her  burning  tongue  with  rage  inflamed  hath. 
Doth  runne  at  randon,  and  with  fririous  bit 
Snatching  at  eyery  thing  doth  wreake  her  wrath 
On  man  and  beast  that  commeth  in  her  path. 
There  they  doe  say  that  she  tiansfonned  was 
Into  a  tigre,  and  that  tygres  scath 
In  crueltie  and  outn^  she  did  pas. 
To  prove  her  surname  true,  that  she  imposed  has. 


Then  Artegall,  himselfe  discoyering  plaine. 
Did  issue  forth  gainst  all  that  warlike  rout 
Of  knights  and  armed  men,  which  did  maintaine 
That  ladies  part  and  to  the  souldan  lout : 
All  which  he  did  assault  with  courage  stout, 
AH  were  they  nigh  an  hundred  kni^ts  of  name. 
And  like  wyld  goates  them  chaced  all  about, 
Flying  frt>m  place  to  place  with  oowheard  shame ; 
So  that  with  finall  force  them  all  he  o?ercame. 


u. 


Then  caosed  he  the  gates  be  opened  wyde ; 
And  there  the  prince,  sa  notour  of  that  day. 
With  tryumph  entertayn  o  and  glorifyde, 
Presentmg  him  with  all  the  rich  array 
And  roiall  pompe,  which  there  long  hidden  lay, 
Purohast  through  lawlesse  powre  and  tortious  wron<v 
Of  that  proud  souldan,  whom  he  earst  did  slay. 
So  both,  for  rest,  there  haying  stayd  not  long, 
Marcht  with  that  mayd :  fit  matter  for  another  song. 


CANTO  IX. 

Arthur  and  Artegall  catch  Gnyle 
Whom  Talus  doth  dismay : 

They  to  Mercillaes  pallace  oome. 
And  see  her  rich  array. 


What  tygre,  or  what  other  salyage  wight. 
Is  so  exceeding  furious  and  fell 
Aa  wrong,  when  it  hath  ann*d  itselfe  with  might  1 
Not  fit  mongst  men  that  doe  with  reason  mell, 
B«t  mongst  wyld  beasts,  and  salyage  woods,  to  dwell ; 
Where  adll  the  stronger  doth  the  weake  deyuure, 
And  they  that  most  in  boldnesse  doe  ezcell 
Are  dreadded  most,  and  feared  for  their  powre 
fit  lor  A<Beia  there  to  build  her  wicked  bowre. 


n. 


There  let  her  wonne,  farre  from  resort  of  men, 
Where  righteous  Artegall  her  late  ezyled ; 
lliere  let  her  eyer  keepe  her  damned  den. 
Where  none  may  be  with  her  lewd  parts  defyled. 
Nor  none  but  beasts  may  be  of  her  despoyled : 
And  tume  we  to  the  noble  prince,  where  late 
We  did  him  leave,  after  that  he  had  foyled 
The  cruell  souldan,  and  witli  dreadful!  fate 
Had  utterly  subverted  his  unrighteous  btate. 
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Where  haying  with  Sir  AitegaU  a  s^wce 
Well  solast  in  that  sooldana  late  debght, 
They  hoth,  resolving  now  to  leave  the  place. 
Both  it  and  all  the  wealth  therein  hehight 
Unto  that  damzell  in  her  ladies  right. 
And  80  would  hare  departed  on  weir  way : 
But  she  them  woo*d,  hj  all  the  meanea  sne  might. 
And  earnestly  heaonght  to  wend  that  day 
With  her,  to  see  her  ladie  thenoe  not  we  away. 

IT. 

By  whose  entieatie  hoth  they  overoommoa 
Agree  to  goe  with  her ;  and  hy  the  way. 
As  oftm  nlies,  of  sundry  things  did  commen  ; 
Mongst  which  that  damzell  did  to  them  bewray 
A  straunge  adrenture  which  not  hire  thence  lay ', 
To  weet,  a  wicked  viQaine,  bold  and  stout, 
Which  wonned  in  a  rocke  not  farre  away. 
That  robbed  all  the  oountrie  thereabout. 
And  brought  the  pillage  home,  whence  none  coold 
get  it  out. 

T. 

Thereto  both  his  owne  wylie  wit,  she  sayd. 
And  eke  the  faatnesse  of  &is  dwelling  place. 
Both  unassaylable,  gave  him  great  ayde : 
For  he  so  ctitty  was  to  forge  and  &ce. 
So  light  of  hand,  and  njmble  of  his  pace. 
So  smooth  of  tongue,  and  subtile  in  his  tale. 
That  could  deceive  one  looking  in  his  iace : 
Therefore  by  name  Malengin  they  him  call, 
Well  knowen  by  his  feates,  and  wnous  over  all. 

TI. 

Through  these  his  slights  he  many  doth  confound : 

And  eke  the  rocke,  in  wliich  he  wonts  to  dwell, 

Is  wondrous  strong  and  hewn  larre  under  ground, 

A  dreadfiill  depth,  how  deepe  no  man  can  tell ; 

But  some  doe  say  it  goeth  downe  to  hell : 

And,  all  within,  it  full  of  wyndings  is 

And  hidden  wayes  that  scarae  an  hound  by  smell 

Can  foUow  out  those  false  footsteps  of  his, 

Ne  none  can  backe  retume  that  once  are  gone  amis. 

vu. 

Which  when  those  knights  had  heard,  their  hearts  gan 

To  understand  that  villeins  dwelling  place,     [eame 

And  greatly  it  desir'd  of  her  to  leame. 

And  by  which  way  they  towards  it  should  trace. 

••  Were  not,"  sayd  she,  "  that  it  should  let  your  pace 

Towards  my  ladies  presence  by  you  ment; 

i  would  you  guvde  directly  to  the  place." 

"  Then  let  not  that,"  said  they,  '<  stay  your  intent ; 

For  neither  will  one  foot,  till  we  that  eaiw  have  bent." 


Tin. 

So  forth  they  past,  till  they  approched  ny 
Unto  the  rocke  where  was  the  villains  won : 
Which  when  the  damzell  neare  at  hand  did  spy. 
She  wam'd  the  knights  thereof:  who  thereupon 
Gan  to  advize  what  best  were  to  be  done. 
So  both  agreed  to  send  that  mayd  afore. 
Where  ahe  might  sit  nigh  to  the  den  done, 
Wayling,  and  raysing  pittifuU  uprore, 
Aa  if  ahe  did  some  great  calamitie  deplore. 


With  noyse  whereof  whenas  the  caytire  carie 

Should  issue  forth,  in  hope  to  find  some  spoyle. 

They  in  awayt  would  diosely  him  ensnarle. 

Ere  to  his  den  be  backward  could  reooyle  ; 

And  so  would  hope  him  easily  to  fbyle. 

The  damzell  straight  went,  as  she  was  directed. 

Unto  the  rocke ;  and  there,  upon  tibe  soyle 

Having  herselfe  in  wretched  wise  abiected. 

Gan  weepe  and  wayle  as  if  great  giiefe  had  her  afected 


The  crj  whereof  entring  the  hollow  cav« 
Eftsoones  brought  forth  the  viDaine,  as  they  ment. 
With  hope  of  her  some  wishfull  boot  to  have : 
Full  dreadfuU  wight  he  was  aa  ever  went 
Upon  the  earth,  with  hollow  eyes  deepe  pent. 
And  long  ourld  locks  that  downe  hia  soouldera  uh^' 
And  on  his  backe  an  uncouth  vestiment  [^<^. 

Made  of  atraunge  stuffe,  but  all  to  wome  and  ragp?d. 
And  underneath  his  breech  was  aD  to  tome  and  u^- 
ged. 

zi. 

And  in  his  hand  an  huge  long  staffe  he  held. 

Whose  top  was  arm'd  with  many  an  yron  hooke. 

Fit  to  catch  hold  of  all  that  he  could  wekL 

Or  in  the  compasse  of  his  cloutches  tooke ; 

And  ever  round  about  be  cast  his  looke : 

Als  at  his  backe  a  neat  wyde  net  he  bore. 

With  which  he  selaom  fished  at  the  brooke. 

But  usd  to  fish  for  fooles  on  he  dry  shor^ 

Of  which  he  in  fiure  weather  wont  to  take  grast  store 


zn. 

Him  when  the  damzell  saw  last  by  her 

So  ugly  creature,  she  was  nigh  dismayd : 

And  now  for  helpe  aloud  in  earnest  cride : 

But,  when  the  viUaine  saw  her  so  affrayd. 

He  gan  with  guilefull  words  her  to  perswade 

To  banish  feare ;  and  with  Sardonisn  smyle 

Laughing  on  her,  his  false  intent  to  ahade, 

Gan  forth  to  lay  his  bayte  her  to  b^piyle,     [w!*jie. 

That  from  herself  unwares  he  might  ner  Steele  the 


Like  as  the  fouler  on  his  guifeftill  pypo 
Charmes  to  the  birds  fuU  many  a  pleasant  lay. 
That  they  the  whiles  may  take'  lease  heedie  keeps 
How  he  his  nets  doth  for  their  mine  by. 
So  did  the  villaine  to  her  prate  and  play. 
And  many  pleasant  trickes  before  her  show. 
To  tume  her  eyes  from  his  intent  away: 
For  he  in  alights  and  iugling  feates  di<l  flow. 
And  of  Iegi6idemayne  the  mysteries  did  know. 


To  which  whitest  she  lent  her  intantiTe  mind. 

He  suddenly  his  net  upon  her  threw. 

That  oversprad  her  like  a  pufie  of  wind ; 

And  snatcmng  her  soone  up,  ere  well  she  knew 

Ran  with  her  fast  awav  unto  hia  mew. 

Crying  for  helpe  alona .  but  whenas  ny 

He  came  unto  his  cave,  and  there  did  vew 

The  armed  knights  stopping  his  pasage  by. 

He  threw  his  burden  downe  and  nst  away  did  fiy. 
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But  Arteg^  him  after  did  jmn&w ; 

The  whiles  the  priAoe  there  kept  the  mtriBoe  still : 

Up  to  the  rocke  he  im,  aad  therecm  flevr 

Like  a  wyld  gote,  leaping  from  hill  to  hill. 

And  dauncing  on  the  oraggy  oliffes  at  will ; 

That  deadly  daunger  eeem'd  in  all  nieos  eight 

To  tempt  such  steps,  where  footing  was  so  ill : 

Ne  ought  arayled  for  the  armed  knight 

To  thmkn  to  follow  him  that  was  so  swift  and  light* 


XTf. 

Which  when  he  saw,  his  jrron  man  he  sent 

To  follow  him ;  for  he  was  swift  in  chace : 

He  him  pnrsewd  wherever  that  ha  went ; 

Both  over  xoekes,  and  hillea,  aad  every  plaoe 

Whereso  he  fled,  he  foUowd  him  apace : 

80  that  he  shortly  forst  him  to  forsake 

The  hight,  and  downs  descend  unto  the  hase : 

There  he  him  courst  afiresh,  and  aoooo  did  make 

To  leave  his  proper  fiome,  and  other  shape  to  takSi 

ZTII. 

Into  a  fine  himselie  he  first  did  toome ; 
But  he  him  hunted  like  a  foxe  fiill  last : 
Then  to  a  bush  himselfe  he  did  transforaw  $ 
But  he  the  bush  did  beat,  till  that  at  last 
Into  a  bird  it  chaung'd,  and  from  him  past. 
Flying  firom  tree  to  tree,  from  wand  to  wand : 
But  he  then  stones  at  it  so  long  did  oast. 
That  like  a  atone  it  fell  upon  tbe  land ; 
But  he  than  tooha  it  up»  and  held  hat  in  his  hand. 

XTZXI. 

So  he  it  brought  with  him  unto  the  knights. 

And  to  his  lord  Sir  Artegall  it  lent. 

Warning  him  hoM  it  &8t  fiu*  feaie  of  slights : 

Who  whilest  in  hand  it  gtyping  hard  he  hent. 

Into  a  hedgehogge  all  nnwarss  it  went. 

And  priekt  him  eo  thai  he  away  it  threw : 

Then  gan  it  runne  awav  incontinent. 

Being  returned  to  his  ronner  hew ; 

But  Tains  soone  him  ovartooke,  and  backward  drew. 


But,  whenas  he  would  to  a  snake  agaiae 

Have  tnm'd  himaelfe,  he  with  his  yron  fiayle 

Gan  drire  at  him  with  so  hnge  might  and  a 

That  all  bis  bonee  aa  anmll  as  sandy  grayle 

He  broke,  and  did  bis  bowds  dieentrayle* 

Crying  in  vaine  for  helps,  when  helpe  was  past : 

So  di«f  deoeipt  the  aalle-deeeiver  %le: 

There  they  him  left  a  earrion  outcast 

For  beasts  and  foules  to  leede  upon  for  their  r^ast 


Theaee  foith  they  passed  with  that  getttle  mayd 

To  see  her  ladie,  ss  they  did  agree : 

To  which  when  she  approchad,  thus  she  sayd ; 

"  L«e  now,  rifht  noble  knights,  arriv'd  ye  bee 

Nigh  to  the  piaca  which  ye  desir'd  to  see : 

There  shall  ye  sea  my  sorerayae  kdy  queene, 

Most  sscred  wight,  most  debonayre  and  fiea» 

That  ever  yet  upon  this  sarth  wee  seene, 

Or  that  with  diadene  hath  ever  crowned  baene." 


XXI. 

The  gentle  knights  teioyeed  much  to  heare 
The  prayaea  of  Aat  prince  so  manifold } 
And,  paasxng  litis  Airther,  eommen  were 
Where  Uiey  a  stately  pallace  did  behold 
Of  pompous  show,  much  more  then  she  had  told. 
With  many  towree  and  tarraa  mounted  bye, 
And  all  their  tope  bright  gUstering  with  gold. 
That  seemed  to  out*shme  the  diximed  akye, 
And  with  their  brightnasse  daa*d  the  straunge  be* 
holders  eye. 

xxn. 

There  the^  alighting,  by  that  damaell  were 
Directed  m,  and  shewed  all  the  sight ; 
Whose  porch,  that  most  magnificke  did  appeare, 
Stood  open  wyde  to  all  men  dav  and  night ; 
Yet  warded  well  by  one  of  mickle  might 
That  sate  thereby,  with  gyant-like  resemblance, 
To  keepe  out  guyle,  and  malice,  and  desptght, 
Thst  under  smw  olt>timea  of  (kjmed  aemUance 
Are  wont  in  princes  ooHrta  to  worke  great  acath  and 
hindrance: 


His  name^vas  Awe ;  by  whom  Aey  pasaing  in 
Went  up  the  hall,  that  waa  a  large  wyde  rooiM, 
An  full  of  people  making  trouUous  dm 
And  wTondrons  noyse,  as  if  that  there  were  some 
Which  unto  them  was  dealing  righteous  doone : 
By  whom  they  paasing  through  the  thickest  pzeasse, 
Tne  marahall  of  the  hall  la  them  did  come, 
His  name  hight  Order :  who,  commaunding  peace, 
Them  guyded  tfanraga  the  throng,  that  did  theii 
chunoure  ceaase. 


They  ceast  their  demon  upon  them  to  gate ; 
Whom  seeing  all  in  armour  bright  aa  day, 
Stnunge  thwe  to  see,  it  did  them  much  amaae, 
And  with  unwonted  terror  halie  affiray : 
For  never  aaw  they  there  the  like  array ; 
Ne  ever  waa  the  mune  of  wane  there  spoken. 
But  ioyous  peace  and  quietaesse  alway 
Dealing  iust  iudgmants,  that  mote  not  be  broken 
For  any  brybea,  or  thraatea  of  any  to  be  wroken. 

XXV. 

There,  as  they  entred  at  the  soriene,  they  aaw 
Some  one,  whose  tonirue  waa  for  hu  trespssse  vyle 
Nayld  to  a  pudt,  adhidsed  eo  b^  law ; 
For  that  therewith  he  ttlsely  did  revyle 
And  foule  blaspheme  that  queene  for  forged  gnyle. 
Both  with  bcdd  speeches  which  he  blazed  had, 
And  with  lewd  poesu  which  he  did  oompyle; 
For  the  bold  title  of  a  poet  bad 
He  on  himaelfe  had  ta'sn,  aad  ruling  rymes  had 
spnd. 

XXVI. 

Thus  there  he  stood,  whyleat  high  over  bis  bsad 

lliere  written  waa  the  purpart  of  his  sin, 

In  cyphers  strange,  that  few  could  rightly  read, 

Bon  JPoRs;  but  &fi,  that  once  had  written  bin. 

Was  raced  out,  and  Mai  was  now  put  in : 

So  now  Maffpmt  was  plunely  to  be  red  $ 

EjTther  for  th'  evill  which  he  did  therein, 

Or  that  he  likened  waa  to  a  welhed 

Of  evill  words,  and  wicked  aclanndeta  by  him  shed. 
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They,  poMing  by,  w«re  gayded  by  degree 
Unto  the  presence  of  that  gratioos  qaeene ;  ^ 
Who  sate  on  high,  that  she  might  all  men  see 
And  might  of  au  men  royally  1^  teene. 
Upon  a  throne  of  gold  roll  bright  and  aheene, 
Adorned  all  with  gemmee  of  endlease  price, 
Aa  either  miffht  for  wealth  hare  gotten  beene, 
Or  conld  be  ftim'd  by  workmana  rare  device ; 
And  all  embost  with  lyons  and  with  flonrdelioe. 
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Al  orer  her  a  cloth  of  state  was  npred. 
Not  of  rich  ttssew,  nor  of  doth  ot  gold. 
Nor  of  ought  else  that  may  be  richest  red. 
But  lilre  a  cloud,  as  likest  may  ee  told, 
That  her  brode-spreading  wings  did  wyde  unfold ; 
Whose  skirts  were  bordred  with  bright  sunny  beames, 
Glistring  like  gold  among  the  plights  enrold. 
And  here  and  there  shooting  forth  silver  streames, 
Mongst  which  crept  litle  angeb  through  the  glit- 
tering gleames. 


Seemed  those  litle  anmls  did  uphold 
The  cloth  of  state,  ana  on  their  purpled  wings 
Did  beare  the  pendants  through  tneir  nimblesse  bold ; 
Besides,  a  thousand  more  of  such  as  sings 
Hymns  to  high  God,  and  carols  hearenly  things. 
Encompassed  the  throne  on  which  she  sate ; 
She,  angel-like,  the  heyre  of  ancient  kings 
And  mightie  conquerors,  in  royall  state ; 
Whylest  kings  and  keian  at  her  feet  did  them  pros- 
trate. 


Thus  she  did  cit  in  sorerayne  maieatie. 
Holding  a  scepter  in  her  royall  hand. 
The  saoped  pledge  of  peace  and  clemencie, 
With  which  High  God  bad  blest  her  happie  land, 
Maugro  so  many  foea  which  did  withstand : 
But  at  her  feet  her  sword  was  likewise  layde. 
Whose  long  rest  rusted  the  bright  steely  brand ; 
Yet  whenaa  foea  enforst,  or  friends  sought  ayde. 
She  oould  it  sternely  draw,  that  all  the  world  dis- 
mayde. 

xxzz. 

And  round  about  before  her  feet  thero  sate 

A  bevie  of  fiure  virgins  clad  in  white, 

That  goodly  seem'd  t'adorne  her  royall  state ; 

All  lovely  daughtera  of  high  love,  that  bight 

Lite,  by  him  begot  in  loves  delight 

Upon  the  righteous  Themis ;  those  they  gay 

Upon  loves  iudgment-seat  wayt  day  and  night ; 

And,  when  in  wrath  he  threats  the  worldsdecay. 

They  doe  his  anger  calme  and  crnell  vengeance  stay. 

zzxn. 

They  also  doe,  by  his  divine  pennission, 
Upon  the  thrones  of  mortall  princes  tend. 
And  often  treat  for  pardon  and  remission 
To  suppliants,  through  frayltie  which  offend ; 
Those  did  upon  Meroillaes  throne  attend, 
lust  Dice,  wise  Eunomie,  myld  Eirene ; 
And  them  amongst,  her  glone  to  commend, 
Sate  goodly  Temperance  in  garmi*nts  olene, 
And  Mored  Reverenoe  ybome  of  heavenly  striMie* 


xxxzxx. 

Thus  did  she  sit  in  royall  rich  estate^ 

Admyr'd  of  many,  honoured  of  all ; 

Whylest  underneath  her  feete,  then  as  she  sate. 

An  nuge  great  lyon  lay,  (that  mote  appall 

An  bardie  courage,)  like  captived  thraU 

With  a  atrong  yron  chaine  and  coUer  bound, 

That  once  he  could  not  move,  nor  quich  at  all ; 

Yet  did  he  murmuxe  with  rebellious  sound, 

And  softly  royne,  when  salvage  choler  gan  redound. 

XXXXT. 

So  sitting  high  in  dreaded  soverayntie,      [brought ; 

Those  two  strange  knights  were  to  her  presence 

Who,  bowing  low  before  her  maiestie. 

Did  to  her  myld  obeysance,  as  they  ought. 

And  meekest  boone  that  they  imagine  mought : 

To  whom  she  eke  inclyningher  wtthall, 

Aa  a  faire  stoupe  of  her  hi^-soaring  thought, 

A  chearefixll  countenance  on  them  1^  (aU, 

Yet  tempred  with  some  maieatie  imperialU 

XXXT. 

As  the  bright  sunne,  what  time  his  fierie  tame 

Towarda  the  wealerne  brim  begins  to  drew, 

Gins  to  abate  the  brightnesse  of  his  heme. 

And  fervour  of  his  flamea  somewhat  adaw 

So  did  this  mightie  ladie,  when  she  aaw 

Those  two  strange  knighta  such  homage  to  hsi  make. 

Bate  somewhat  of  that  maiestie  and  awe 

That  whylome  wont  to  doe  so  many  quake, 

And  witn  more  myld  asptet  those  two  entertaka. 

xxxvr 

Now  at  that  tnttsnt,  as  occasion  fiiQ, 

When  these  two  stranger  knights  arriv*d  in  place. 

She  was  about  affiures  of  common-wele, 

Dealing  of  instice  with  indifferent  grace. 

And  hearing  nleas  of  people  mean  and  l^se : 

Mongst  which,  as  then,  tnere  was  for  to  be  heard 

The  tiyall  of  a  great  and  weigfatie  case. 

Which  on  both  sides  was  then  debating  hard : 

But,  at  the  sight  of  these,  those  were  awhile  debard« 

XXX  vn. 

But,  after  all  her  princely  entertayne. 

To  ih*  hearing  of  that  former  cause  in  hand 

Heraelfe  eftsm>nes  she  gan  convert  againe ; 

Which  that  those  knights  likewise  mote  understand. 

And  witnesse  forth  aright  in.  fonain  Isnd, 

Taking  them  up  unto  her  stately  throne. 

Where  they  mote  heare  the  matter  throughly  aowid 

On  either  part,  she  placed  th*  one  on  th'  one, 

Th'  other  on  th'  other  side,  and  neare  them  none. 


Then  was  there  brought,  as  prisoner  to  the  bam, 

A  ladie  of  great  countenance  and  place. 

But  that  she  it  with  foule  abuse  did  marre ; 

Yet  did  appeare  rare  beantie  in  her  ^e. 

But  blottea  with  condition  vile  end  base. 

That  all  her  other  honour  did  obscure, 

And  titles  of  nobiUtie  delkoe : 

Yet,  in  thst  wretched  semblant,  she  did  sure 

The  peoples  great  compassioo  unto  her  allurfti 
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Then  op  anMe  t  person  of  deepe  reacb, 

And  rare  in-right,  hard  matters  to  rerele; 

That  well  conld  channe  his  tongue,  and  time  his  ipeach 

To  all  aaaajres;  hia  name  was  called  Zele : 

He  gan  diat  lady  atrongly  to  appele 

Of  many  haynoua  ciymea  by  her  envred ; 

And  with  sharp  reasons  rang  her  sach  a  pele. 

That  those,  whom  she  to  pitie  had  allured. 

He  now  fabhorre  and  loath  her  person  had  procured. 


First  gan  he  tell  how  this,  thatseem'd  so  ftirs 
And  roTally  arayd,  Duessa  bight; 
That  £use  Duessa,  which  had  wrought  mat  care 
And  micUe  mischiefb  unto  many  a  Imight 
Ry  her  beguyled  and  confounded  quight: 
But  not  for  those  she  now  in  question  came. 
Though  ^so  those  mote  queation'd  be  aright. 
But  for  Tyld  treasons  and  outrageous  shame, 
Which  she  against  the  dred  Mercilla  oft  did  frame. 


XLI. 


For  she  whylome  (as  ye  mote  yet  right  well 
Bemeniber)  had  her  counsels  false  conspyred 
With  friUilesse  Blandamour  and  Paridell, 
(Bodi  two  her  paramours,  both  by  her  hyred, 
And  both  with  hope  of  shadowes  vaine  mspyred,) 
And  with  them  practis'd,  how  for  to  depiyve 
Mercilla  of  her  orowne,  by  her  aspyred, 
That  abe  misht  it  unto  herselfe  der3nre. 
And  tzyum|£  in  their  blood  whom  she  to  death  did 
diyre. 

zui. 

But  through  high  heavens  grace,  which  farour  not 

The  wielcM  drines  of  trayterous  desynes 

Gainst  loiall  princes  all  this  cursed  plot 

Ere  proofe  it  tooke  discorered  was  betymes. 

And  th'  actours  won  the  meede  meet  for  their  crymes : 

8uch  be  the  meede  of  all  that  by  such  mesne 

Unto  the  type  of  kingdomes  title  clymes  I 

But  fidse  Duessa,  now  untitled  queene, 

Wm  brought  to  her  sad  doome,  as  here  was  to  be 
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Strongly  did  Zele  her  hsynous  fact  enforce, 
And  many  other  crimes  of  foule  defame 
Against  her  brought,  to  banish  all  remorse, 
And  aggravate  the  horror  of  her  blame : 
And  with  him,  to  make  part  against  her,  came 
Many  grave  persons  that  against  her  pled. 
First  was  a  sage  old  syre,  Uiat  had  to  name 
The  Kingdomes  Care,  with  a  white  silver  h  ed. 
That  many  high  regarda  and  reasons  gainst  her  red. 

zuv. 

Then  gan  Authority  her  to  oppose 
With  peremptorie  powre,  that  made  all  mote  ; 
And  lAcn  the  Law  of  Nations  gainst  her  rose, 
Aod  reaaooa  brought,  that  no  man  could  re^te  i 
Next  gan  Religion  gainst  her  to  impute 
High  Gods  behesst,  and  powre  of  holy  lawes  \ 
Then  gan  the  Peoples  C17  and  Commons  Sute 
importune  care  of  their  owne  pubUcke  csuse ; 
And  Isstly  lostiee  charged  her  with  breach  of  lawes. 


But  then,  for  her,  on  the  contr&rie  part. 
Rose  many  advocates  for  her  to  ple^d : 
I^rst  there  came  Pittie  with  full  tender  hart. 
And  with  her  iop'd  Regard  of  Womanhead ; 
And  than  came  Daunger  threatning  hidden  dread 
And  high  alliance  unto  forren  powre ; 
Then  came  NobUitie  of  Birth,  that  bread 
Great  ruth  through  her  misfortunes  tragicke  stowre ; 
And  lastly  Griefe  did  plesd,  snd  many  tearea  forth 
powre. 

ZLVZi 

With  the  neare  touch  whereof  in  tender  hart 
The  Briton  prince  was  sore  empassionste. 
And  woze  inclined  much  unto  her  part. 
Through  the  sad  terror  of  ao  dreadful  fate. 
And  wretched  mine  of  so  high  estate  ; 
That  for  great  ruth  his  courage  gan  relent : 
Which  whenaa  Zele  perceived  to  abate. 
He  g^  his  earnest  fervour  to  augment, 
And  many  fearefull  obiects  to  them  to  present. 

ZLvn. 

He  gan  t^  efforoe  the  evidence  anew. 

And  new  acousementa  to  produce  in  place  .* 

He  brought  forth  that  old  bag  of  hellish  hew 

The  curMd  Ate,  brought  her  face  to  fiice, 

Who  privie  was  snd  psrtie  in  the  case : 

She,  ^ad  of  spoyle  and  ruinous  deca^, 

Did  her  appeach ;  and,  to  her  more  disgrace. 

The  plot  of  all  her  practise  did  display. 

And  all  her  traynes  aod  all  her  treasons  forth  did  lay 

zLvni. 

Then  brought  he  forth  with  griesly  grim  aspect 
Abhorred  Murder,  who  with  blouoie  knyfe 
Yet  dropping  fresh  in  hand  did  her  detect. 
And  there  with  gviltie  bloudshed  charged  lyfe : 
Then  brought  he  forth  Sedition,  breeding  stryfe 
In  troublous  wits  and  mutinous  uprore : 
Then  brought  he  forth  Incontinence  of  lyfe. 
Even  foule  Adulterie  her  face  before, 
And  lewd  Impietie,  that  her  accused  sore. 

zuz. 

All  which  whenaa  the  prince  had  heard  and  seene. 

His  former  fanciea  ruth  he  gan  repent. 

And  from  her  partie  eftsoones  was  drawn  cleene 

But  Artegall,  with  constsnt  finne  intent 

For  leale  of  iustioe,  was  sgainst  her  bent : 

So  was  she  guiltie  deemed  of  them  all. 

Then  Zele  began  to  urge  her  punishment. 

And  to  their  queene  for  iudgement  loudly  call. 

Unto  Mercilla  myld,  for  iustice  gainst  the  thrul. 


But  she,  whose  prinoely  breast  was  touched  neare 
With  piteous  rutn  of  her  so  wretched  plight. 
Though  plaine  she  saw,  by  all  that  she  did  heare^ 
That  she  of  death  was  guutie  found  by  right. 
Yet  would  not  let  iust  vengesnce  on  her  light ; 
But  rather  let,  instead  thereof,  to  fall 
Few  perling  drops  from  her  fkire  Ismpes  of  light; 
The  which  she  covering  with  her  purple  pall 
Would  have  die  passion  hid,  and  up  arose  withall. 
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CANTO  X. 


Prince  Ardiiir  takes  the  enlerpne 
For  Belgee  for  to  fight : 

Oerioneos  seneiehall 
He  slaye  in  Belgee  right. 


I. 


Son  clirkee  doe  donht  in  their  derioeftill  eit 

Whether  this  heeveoly  thing  whereof  I  tzeet. 

To  weeten  mereie,  be  of  iastioe  pert. 

Or  drawne  forth  fibom  her  by  dirine  extreete : 

This  well  I  wote,  that  sure  she  is  as  greet. 

And  meritedi  to  hare  as  high  a  pboe, 

Sith  in  th'  Almighties  ererlastinff  seat 

She  first  was  brad,  and  home  ofneavenly  race  ; 

Froni  thenoe  poor'd  down  on  men  by  influence  of 


For  if  that  Teitne  be  of  so  great  nugfat 
Which  from  inst  verdict  will  for  notiiing  start. 
Bat,  to  preserve  ioviohrted  right. 
Oft  spilles  the  prindpall  to  save  the  part ; 
So  mach  more  then  is  that  of  powre  and  art 
That  seekes  to  save  the  subiect  of  her  skill. 
Yet  never  doth  from  doome  of  right  depart ; 
As  it  is  greater  prayse  to  save  then  spill, 
And  better  to  rnorme  then  to  cut  off  the  ilL 


Who  then  ean  thee,  MeretUa,  thnmghly  pr^ae. 
That  herein  doest  idl  earthly  princes  nasi 
What  heavenly  muse  shall  thy  greet  honour  rayae 
Up  to  the  skies,  whence  first  deriv'd  it  was, 
And  now  on  earth  itaelfe  enlaxged  baa. 
From  th'  ntmoet  brinke  of  the  Armericke  shore. 
Unto  the  margent  of  the  Molocas  1 
Those  nstions  fiunre  thy  iustice  doe  adore ; 
But  thine  owne  people  do  thy  mercy  prayse  much 
more. 

IV. 

Much  more  it  praysed  was  of  those  two  knight^ 

The  noble  prince  and  righteous  Artegall, 

When  they  had  scene  and  heard  her  doome  arights 

Against  Duessa,  damned  by  them  all ; 

But  by  her  tempred  without  griefe  or  gall. 

Till  strong  constraint  did  her  thereto  enforce : 

And  yet  even  then  ruing  her  wilfull  &U 

With  more  then  needfriU  nauuall  remorse. 

And  yeelding  the  last  honour  to  her  wretched  corse. 


V. 

Daring  all  which,  thoae  knights  oontina'd  there 
Both  doing  and  receiving  curtesies 
Of  that  great  ladie,  who  with  eoodly  chere 
Tliem  entertayn'd  fit  for  their  dignities^ 
Approving  dayly  to  their  noble  eyea 
Royall  examples  of  her  mezciea  rare 
And  worthie  patems  of  her  clemencies ; 
Which  till  this  day  mongst  many  living  are. 
Who  them  to  their  posterities  doe  still  declare. 
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TI. 


Amongst  the  rest  which  io  that  specs  beiell. 
There  came  two  qaingaOs  of  fidl  tender 
Farre  thence  from  foirein  land  where  the 
To  seeke  fior  sooooor  of  her  and  her  peeree. 
With  humble  pnyen  and  intreatfull  tearea  ; 
Sent  by  their  mother  who,  a  widow,  wee 
Wrapt  in  great  dotoora  and  in  deadly  fisssee 
By  a  strong  tyrant,  who  invaded  has 
Her  land,  and  slaine  her  children  niefiilly,  atas! 


vn. 

Her  name  was  Belgd ;  who,  in  fonner  ege 

A  ladie  of  great  wtfth  and  weelth  bed  bMoe» 

And  mother  of  a  fintefrill  heritage. 

Even  aeventeene  goodly  sonnes ;  which  who  had  i 

In  their  first  flowre,  before  this  fttall  trene 

Them  oveitooke  and  their  &ire  blossomes  bbated. 

More  happie  modwr  would  her  surely  weene 

Then  frmous  Niobe,  before  she  tasted 

Latonees  childrens  wiath  that  all  her  iasve  wasted 

▼III. 

But  this  fen  ^rant,  through  his  tortioas  pewiB. 
Had  left  her  now  but  five  of  all  that  brood : 
For  twelve  of  them  he  did  by  times  devoozei, 
And  to  his  idols  sacrifice  their  blood, 
Whylest  he  of  none  was  atopped  nor  withahnA . 
For  soothly  he  was  one  of  matchleaae  might. 
Of  horrible  asp^  and  drsadfoll  mood. 
And  had  three  bodies  in  one  wast  empight. 
And  th'  armes  and  lege  of  three  to  succour  him  i 
fight 

IX. 

And  sooth  they  say  that  he  was  home  and  bred 

Of  gyants  race,  the  aonne  of  Geiyon ; 

He  that  whylome  in  Speine  eo  sore  was  dred 

For  his  huge  powre  and  great  oppression. 

Which  brought  thst  land  to  his  subiection. 

Through  his  three  bodies  powre  in  one  cmnbyn'd  ] 

And  eke  all  straneen,  in  tnat  region 

Arryving,  to  his  kyne  for  food  assynd ; 

The  iayrest  kyne  aliTe,  but  of  the  fieroeet  kjmd : 


For  they  were  all,  they  say,  of  purple  hew. 

Kept  bv  a  cowheard,  nifht  Eniytion, 

A  cruell  carle,  the  which  all  strangere  slew, 

Ne  day  nor  night  did  sleepe  t*attend  them  on, 

But  walkt  about  them  ever  and  anone 

With  his  two-heeded  dogge  that  Orthms  bight; 

Oithrus  begotten  by  great  Typhaon 

And  foule  Lchidna  l^  the  house  of  Night : 

But  Hercules  them  all  did  overcome  in  fight. 
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Hifl  aonne  wtt  diis  Geryonoo  higbt ; 

Who,  after  that  bia  mooatroas  father  fell 

Under  Alcides  club,  atreight  tooke  hia  flight 

From  that  lad  laod,  where  he  hia  ayre  did  quell. 

And  came  to  thia,  where  Beige  then  did  dwell 

And  flourish  in  all  wealth  and  happineaaa. 

Being  then  new  made  widow,  aa  befell. 

After  her  noble  huabanda  late  deoeaae ; 

Which  gave  Uiginning  to  her  woe  and  wretched- 
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Then  thia  bold  tyrant,  of  her  widowhed 
Taking  adrantage  and  her  yet  freah  woea, 
llimaelfe  and  aeirice  to  her  offered. 
Her  to  defend  a^^ainat  all  forrein  foes 
That  ahould  their  powre  agaioat  her  right  oppoae 
Whereof  ahe  glad,  now  nanding  atrong  defence. 
Htm  entertayn'd  and  did  her  ehampion  choae  j 
Which  long  ha  aad  with  carefoU  diligence, 
Tba  batt«r  to  oon&nne  hw  fearalaaae  conlideoca. 

xau 

By  meanaa  wberoof  aba  did  at  laat  oomiiixt 
Ail  to  hia  handa,  and  gave  him  aoreraine  powra 
To  doe  whaterer  be  thought  good  or  fit : 
WMoh  baviag  got,  he  gan  forai  finom  that  howre 
To  8tirT«  up  atnfe  and  many  a  trigicke  atowra ; 
Giring  h«r  denreat  children  one  by  one 
Unto  a  draadfuU  monster  to  devonre. 
And  aettiagopan  idole  of  hia  owne. 
The  imagtt  of  oia  monstioiia  parent  Genyone, 


So  tyraiuusBg  and  oppieaaing  all. 

The  woefnll  widow  bad  no  meanaa  now  lef^ 

But  onto  gratioua  great  MerciUa  call 

For  ayda  agatnat  that  oruell  tyranta  thef^, 

Ere  til  ber  children  be  from  her  had  reft : 

Therefore  tbeae  two,  bar  eldest  sonnes,  ahe  aent 

To  seeke  for  aoooour  of  thia  ladiea  gieft : 

To  whom  their  ante  they  humbly  dui  present 

In  lb*  hsTing  of  fiiU  many  kuigW  and  ladiea  gent 

XT. 

Amongat  the  which  tbaa  fortuned  to  bee 
The  noble  Briton  prince  with  hia  brave  peare ; 
Who  when  he  none  of  all  those  knights  did  aee 
Haatiiy  bent  that  antarpriae  to  heare, 
Nor  oodalake  the  aaae  for  cowheard  feare. 
He  stepped  fiMtb  with  coarage  bold  and  great, 
Admyr  a  of  all  the  reat  in  praaence  there, 
And  humbly  gan  that  mightie  queene  entreat 
To  grauai  liim  that  advantttra  for  hia  former  feat. 

svi. 

6be  ghdly  gmnnCed  it :  than  he  atraightway 
Uimaelfe  onto  hia  ioununr  gan  prepare. 
And  ail  hia  armoora  raedie  dight  that  day. 
That  nought  tba  aoirow  next  mote  atay  his  flue. 
The  narrow  nest  appaar*d  with  purple  bayre 
Yet  dropping  hth  out  of  the  Indian  fount, 
And  bringing  light  into  the  heavens  fiiyre, 
When  be  waa  rwdia  to  hia  ateede  to  mount 
Viuo  bia  iray«  which  now  waa  all  bisoareand  ooun^i 


Than  taking  bumble  leave  of  that  great  queene, 

Who  gaye  him  roial  giftea  and  richea  rare, 

As  tokens  of  her  tbankefull  mind  beseene. 

And  leaving  Artegall  to  hia  owne  carOf 

Upon  hia  vojrage  forth  he  gan  to  fare 

With  those  two  gentle  youtbes.  which  him  did  guide 

And  all  hia  way  before  him  still  prepare  2 

Ne  afler  him  (ud  Artegall  abide. 

But  on  bis  first  adventure  forward  forth  did  ride. 


zvm. 

It  waa  not  long  till  that  the  prinoe  arrived 

Within  tlie  land  where  dwelt  that  ladie  sad  ; 

Whereof  that  tyrant  had  her  now  deprived. 

And  into  moorea  and  marshes  banisht  had. 

Out  of  the  pleasant  soyle  and  oitties  glad. 

In  which  ahe  wont  to  harbour  happily  : 

But  now  bia  cruelty  ao  aore  ahe  and, 

lliat  to  those  fennea  for  fastnesae  she  did  fly,' 

And  there  heraelfe  did  hyde  from  hia  hard  tynnny. 

SIX. 

There  he  her  fonnd  in  sorrow  and  diamay^ 

All  Bolitarie  without  living  wight ; 

For  all  her  other  children,  through  afiay, 

Had  hid  them8elveB,or  taken  further  flight : 

And  eke  herseUe  through  sudden  strange  affiight. 

When  one  in  armes  she  aaw,  began  to  nj  ; 

But,  when  her  owne  two  aonnea  she  had  in  eight. 

She  gan  take  hart  and  looke  up  ioyfuUy ; 

For  well  ahe  wist  thia  knight  came  auccour  to  aupply. 


And,  running  unto  them  with  greedy  ioyea. 
Fell  straight  about  their  neckea  aa  they  did  kneele. 
And  bursting  fbrth  in  teares ;    "  Ah !    my  sweet 
Sayd  she,  "yet  now  I  gin  new  life  to  feele ;  [boyea," 
And  feeble  spirits,  that  gan  faint  and  reele. 
Now  rise  againe  at  this  your  ioyous  sight. 
Alreadie  seemes  that  fortunea  headlong  wheele 
Begins  to  tume,  and  sunne  to  shine  more  bright 
Then  it  waa  wont,  through  comfort  of  thia  nobis 
knight" 

zzi. 

Then  turning  unto  him ;  "  And  you,  sir  knight," 

Said  she,  "  that  taken  have  this  toylesome  paine 

For  wretched  woman,  miserable  wight. 

May  you  in  heaven  immortall  guerdon  gaina 

For  so  great  travell  aa  you  doe  sustaine ! 

For  other  meede  may  hope  for  none  of  mee. 

To  whom  nought  else  but  bare  life  doth  remaine ', 

And  that  so  wretched  one,  aa  ye  do  see 

la  liker  lingring  death  then  loathed  life  to  bee.*' 

zxn. 

Much  waa  he  moved  with  her  piteona  plight } 
And  low  dismounting  from  his  loftie  steeae 
Gan  to  recomfort  her  all  that  he  might. 
Seeking  to  drive  away  deepe-rooted  dreede 
With  hope  of  heipe  in  that  her  greatest  neede. 
So  thenoe  he  wisned  her  with  him  to  wend 
Unto  some  place  where  thev  mote  rest  and  feede^ 
And  she  take  comfort  which  God  now  did  send  : 
Good  hart  in  evils  doth  the  evils  much  amend* 
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Mf  pallkCM  paauuiid  of  mj  foa, 

M;  dtiM  MOt,  tnd  tbflir  ■kT-thnatnioK  towim 

RacHl  ud  nude  mooch  Gslda  now  foil  of  lowraa  1 


Ye«ld  ma  in  hoitry  mongit  (be  crokiof  frogi. 
And  btrboor  hara  in  uiol;  from  thoM  r*T«nini* 
doga." 

"  NithlatM,"  uid  be,  "  dean  ladie,  fritli  me  goe ; 
Soma  phov  ibill  as  recaiTB  and  bu-bonr  jisld  i 
If  not,  wa  Mill  it  force,  nuugre  four  foe, 
And  purcbiM  it  to  ui  with  ipeara  uid  tbield ; 
And  if  all  (lyK  vet  hnweU  open  field! 
The  earth  to  all  her  crealurei  lodging  lends." 
With  luch  hii  chMieflill  apeaehea  hadolh  wield 
Her  mind  u  well,  that  to  hia  will  ihe  becidi ) 
And,  byudiag  up  bar  locka  and  wettU,  Eirtb  with 


They  cam*  unto  a  dtie  tarn  up  land. 

The  wbioh  whf  loma  that  ladiei  owna  had  bene ; 

But  Tww  bf  foroa  extort  out  of  her  hind 

Bj  hi  itiong  foa,  who  had  daficed  deene 

Her  Blately  lowraa  and  buildinga  anosjr  abeene, 

Bhut  up  bar  haran,  manl  her  marchaata  trade, 

Roblwd  bar  people  that  fiill  rich  had  baem, 

And  in  her  ne<ike  a  eaatla  huge  had  made. 

The  whish  did  bar  oonunaand  without  nwding  per* 


That  oa«l]a  waa  the  atrengtb  of  all  that  atate, 
I'nlill  tbal  alata  bjr  atran^  waa  pulled  downa  ; 

Had  bene  Iha  kaje  of  all  tbal  kingdomaa  otowtW; 
lliilh  |t™<dlf  culla,  and  both  goodly  towna, 
'I'ill  thai  ih'c.fl'andad  heareni lial  U>  lowie 
I'lKin  Iliaic  bbua,  and  batefull  fortune  ftowne. 


Hut  he  had  bronght  it  now  in  •ervile  bond, 

Amt  made  It  baara  the  joke  of  inquiutkio, 

Htryilng  long  lima  in  lalna  it "       '"'        ' 

\*l  alad  at  taat  to  mak*  moat 

And  lib  anioy  for  anr  compoaition : 

t^  now  ha  hath  new  lawea  and  oidara  na^ 

Iinpoad  on  it  with  manj  a  hard  oondition, 


To  bim  he  hath  hafbra  thii  caalle  giecne 

Built  a  faire  ohappell.  and  an  allai  frmmad 

Of  ooallir  ivory  rail  rich  baaeane. 

On  which  that  euned  idola,  farre  proclamed, 

Ha  bath  aet  up,  and  bim  hia  sod  bath  named ; 

OShiig  to  him  in  ainfull  aacnfioa 

Tbe  flesh  of  men,  to  Goda  owna  likenaaae  framed. 

And  powring  foitb  their  Uoud  in  brutiahe  wiie. 

That  any  ymn  eyea,  to  aae,  it  would  agriae. 


And,  tor  man  hoiror  and  mote  cnialtia. 

Under  that  enraad  idoli  altar-stone 

An  hidBOBi  monatar  dolb  in  darkoaaae  lie. 

Wboae  dreadfall  shape  was  never  aaens  of  lun 

That  livaa  on  earth ;  bat  nnto  tboaa  aloo* 

Tbe  which  nnto  bim  aacriGoed  bee : 

Those  he  devonrea.  tbay  aay,  both  fleab  and  be 

Wbat  alae  tbev  have  ia  sU  tlM  tyrants  fee : 

So  that  no  whtt  of  then  re 


Tlal  by  hia  powre  oppressed  even  oney 
And  vsnquiahed  all  vanturoua  knigbta  in  G^bt; 
To  whom  he  wont  abaw  all  tbe  abiuae  be  migbt. 
After  tbatthem  in  battell  ha  had  wonne : 


Her  ftanfbn  ipeaobea  nought  be  did  regard ; 
But,  nrding  streight  under  the  castle  wall. 
Called  aloud  unto  tbe  watchfull  ward 
Which  there  did  wayte,  willing  then  forth  to  call 
Into  tb«  field  their  manta  ameachalli 

Towhomwht-  ~' "^ ' ' 

Calafbr  hiisi 


EftsDonea  forth  pricked  pitndTy  in  his  might, 
'  gan  with  coniaga  fierce  addraaae  bim  ' 
fight. 


Ana  tneir  ansrpe  apearea  doe  both  tocathar  amita 
Amid  their  shields  with  ao  huge  might  and  maine. 
Thai  seem'd  thai  aonlea  th^  would  have  lyvea 
Out  of  theiT  breaila  with  furiona  deapight :    [quight 
Yet  could  tbe  aaoeacbals  no  enttanea  find 
Into  the  princes  ahield  where  it  empwbl, 
(So  put*  tbe  metall  waa  and  well  re^d,) 
But  sbivated  all  about,  and  scattered  in  the  wjnd 


Not  ao  the  prineea ;  but  with  nstlesse  force 

Into  his  shield  it  readia  passage  found. 

Both  throagh  his  hsbarieon  and  eke  his  corse ; 

Which  tombling  downe  upon  tbe  saiuelessa  ground 

Gave  leave  nnto  his  ghost  from  tbraldoma  bound 

To  wander  in  the  gnetly  shadea  of  night  -. 

I'here  did  the  prince  him  leave  in  daadlv  awound. 

And  iheaca  onto  the  caatle  nwrched  tight. 

To  aae  if  entrance  there  as  yet  obtaine  be  mifbt. 


But,  aa  he  nigber  drew,  three  knigbta  be  apyde,' 
All  aim'd  to  pomt  issuing  forth  ^aee. 
Which  lowaidi  bim  with  all  their  powre  did  ryde. 
And  meeting  bim  right  in  the  middle  noe 
Did  sll  their  speaies  attonoe  on  bim  enehace. 
Aa  three  great  cnlveringa  for  bacteiie  bent. 
And  levsld  all  againat  one  eertBine  place. 
Doe  all  sttonce  thwr  thsndeia  rage  forttueat. 
That  mskea  Oie  wala  V>  atagger  '  ''~ 


Caitto  XI.J 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


88J 


So  all  attooce  tfaey  on  the  prince  did  thonder; 
Wbo  from  hu  Modle  swarved  nought  asyde, 
Ne  to  their  Ibroe  care  war,  that  waa  great  wonder ; 
Bnt  like  a  bnlwarke  firmelY  did  abjde, 
Rehntting  him,  which  in  tne  midat  did  lyde. 
With  BO  hnge  ri^^om,  that  hia  mortall  apeare  [ayde; 
Past  throngh  hia  ahieM  and  pierat  through  either 
Thmt  downe  he  fell  nppon  hia  mother  deare. 
And  powred  forth  hia  wretched  life  in  deadly  draare. 

Z^XTI. 

Whom  when  hia  other  fellowea  aaw,  they  iled 
Aa  tut  aa  feete  could  carry  them  away ; 
And  after  them  the  prince  aa  awifUy  aped^ 


To  be  aven|r*d  of  their  nnknightly  play. 

-         Sdth' 


other  atay. 


Hme,  whileat  ther  entring  th'  one 
The  hindmoat  in  tne  gate  he  overhent. 
And,  aa  he  preaaed  in,  him  there  did  alay: 
Hia  carkaaae  tumbling  on  the  threahold  aent 
Hia  groning  aoule  unto  her  place  of  pnniahment. 


zxxYn. 

The  other  which  waa  entred  laboured  faat 
To  aperre  the  gate ;  but  that  aame  lumpe  of  clay, 
Whoae  gradging  ghoat  waa  thereout  fled  and  paat^ 
Right  in  the  middeat  of  the  threahold  lay. 
That  it  the  poaterne  did  from  closing  atay : 
The  whilea  the  prince  hard  preaaed  m  betweene. 
And  entraunce  wonne :  atreight  th'  other  fled  away. 
And  ran  into  the  hall,  where  he  did  weene 
Himaelfe  to  aare:  but  he  there  alew  him  at  the 


akreene. 


xxxTjn. 


Then  all  the  rest  which  in  that  caatle  were. 
Seeing  that  aad  enaample  them  before, 
Dtirst  not  abide,  but  fled  away  for  feare. 
And  them  convayd  out  at  a  poaterne  dore. 
Long  sought  the  prince ;  but,  when  be  found  no  mora 
T'  oppose  agoinat  hia  powra.  he  forth  iasued 
Unto  that  lady,  where  he  her  had  lore. 
And  her  gan  cbearo  with  what  ahe  there  had  vewed. 
And,  what  ahe  had  not  aeene  within,  unto  her 
ahewed: 


Who  with  right  humble  thankea  him  goodly  greeting 
For  ao  great  prowease  as  be  there  had  prored, 
Much  greater  then  waa  ever  in  her  weeting. 
With  great  admiraunce  inwardly  waa  mored. 
And  honourd  him  with  all  that  her  behoved. 
Thenceforth  into  that  caatle  he  her  led 
With  her  two  aonnes  right  deare  of  her  beloved ; 
Where  all  that  night  themaelTes  they  cherished, 
And  from  her  balefull  minde  all  care  he  banished. 


CANTO  XL 

Prince  Arthure  OTeroomea  the  great, 

Gerioneo  in  fight : 
Doth  alay  the  monater,  and  reatore 

Beige  unto  her  right. 


It  often  &la,  in  course  of  common  life. 
That  tiirht  long  time  ia  OTcrbome  of  wron^ 
Through  avarice,  or  powre,  or  guile,  or  atrife. 
That  weakena  her,  and  makea  her  party  atrong : 
But  inatice,  though  her  dome  ahe  doe  prolong. 
Vet  at  the  last  ahe  will  her  owne  cause  right : 
As  by  aad  Belgd  aeemea ;  whoae  wron^  though  long 
She  anlTred,  yet  at  length  ahe  did  reqmght. 
And  aent  redreaae  uereof  by  thia  bnre  Briton 
knight. 


n. 


WhOTsof  when  newea  waa  to  that  tyrant  brought. 

How  that  the  lady  Belgd  now  had  found 

A  chcmpioQ,  that  bad  with  hia  champion  fought. 

And  laia  hia  aeneschall  low  on  the  ground, 

Aad  eke  himaelfe  did  threaten  to  confound ; 

He  gaa  to  bume  in  rage,  and  frioae  in  feare, 

DoooCiiig  aad  end  of  principle  nnaound : 

Yet,  aith  be  heard  bnt  one  that  did  appeare, 

He  did  IrimaeMe  encourage  and  take  oetter  cheare. 


Natheleaae  himaelfe  he  armed  all  in  haat. 

And  forth  he  frr'd  with  all  his  many  bad, 

Ne  staved  atep,  till  that  he  came  at  laat 

Unto  the  caatle  which  they  conquerd  had : 

There  with  huge  tenrour,  to  be  more  ydrad. 

He  stemely  nuurcht  before  the  castle  gate. 

And,  with  bold  vaunta  and  ydle  threatning,  bad 

Deliver  him  hia  owne,  ere  yet  too  lata. 

To  which  they  had  no  right,  nor  any  wTongeftill  state 

xy. 

The  prince  ataid  not  hia  aunswera  to  deviie. 
But  opening  atreight  the  aparre  forth  to  htm  came. 
Full  nobly  mounted  in  right  warlike  wise; 
And  aaked  him,  if  that  he  were  the  aame, 
Who  idl  that  wrong  unto  that  woftdl  dame 
So  long  had  done,  and  from  her  native  land 
Exiled  her,  that  all  the  world  spake  ahame. 
He  boldly  aunawerd  him,  he  there  did  stsnd 
That  woukl  his  doings  instifie  with  his  owne  hand. 


f8t 
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With  thftt  so  furiimsly  at  bim  be  flew, 

As  if  he  would  ha^e  OTer-nin  him  streight; 

And  with  his  huge  great  yron  axe  gmn  &w 

So  hideously  uppon  bis  armour  briebt. 

As  he  to  peeces  would  have  cbopt  it  quight ; 

That  the  bold  prince  was  forced  foots  to  gire 

To  his  first  rage,  and  yeeld  to  his  despight ; 

The  whitest  at  him  so  dreadfully  he  drire. 

That  aeem'd  a  marble  rocke  asunder  oonid  have  nf%. 


Thereto  a  great  adranntage  eke  he  has 
Through  his  three  double  hands  thrise  multipljde, 
Besides  the  double  strength  which  in  them  was : 
For  stil,  when  fit  occasi<m  did  betide. 
He  oould  his  weapon  shift  from  side  to  syde. 
From  hand  to  hand ;  and  with  such  nimblesse  sly 
Could  wield  about,  that,  ere  it  were  espide, 
rhe  wicked  stroke  did  wound  his  enemy 
Behinde,  beside,  before,  as  he  it  list  apply. 

▼n. 

Which  uncouth  use  whenas  the  prince  perceiredt 
He  gan  to  watch  the  wielding  ot  his  hand. 
Least  by  such  slight  he  were  unwares  deceired; 
And  eyer,  ere  he  saw  the  stroke  to  land. 
He  would  it  meete  and  warily  withstand. 
One  time  when  he  his  weapon  fiiynd  to  shift. 
As  he  was  wont,  and  changed  from  hand  to  han^ 
He  met  him  with  a  counter-stroke  so  swift. 
That  quite  smit  off  his  anne  as  he  it  up  did  lift. 

Tin. 

Therewith  all  fraught  with  fiiry  and  disdaine 

He  brayd  aloud  for  rery  fell  despight ; 

And  sodainely,  t*  arenge  himselfe  againe 

Gan  into  one  assemble  all  the  might 

Of  all  his  hands,  and  heaved  them  on  bight. 

Thinking  to  pay  him  with  that  one  for  all : 

But  the  sad  Steele  seixd  not,  where  it  was  bight, 

Uppon  the  childe,  but  somewhat  short  did  fiiU, 

And  lighting  on  his  horaea  head  him  quite  did  malL 

IS. 

Downe  straight  to  gTOuad  Ml  his  astomsht  tteed. 
And  eke  to  th' earth  his  buidca  with  him  bare ; 
But  he  bimselle  ftUl  lightly  fimm  him  freed* 
And  gan  himselfe  to  fight  on  foote  pr^iare : 
Whereof  whenas  the  gyaat  was  aware, 
He  wox  right  blyth,  as  he  had  got  thueby. 
And  laught  so  load,  that  all  his  teeth  wide  bene 
One  mi^t  have  seeae  epranng'd  disorderly. 
Like  tea  nsoke  of  pilea  that  pitched  are  awry. 


Eftaoonea  again*  hia  axe  he  taught  on  hie^ 
Ere  be  were  thooiighly  bocUed  to  has  gesaa. 
And  can  let  drire  at  Inm  ao  dnadiisUie* 
That  had  he  cbaunoed  not  his  shield  to  rean. 
Ere  that  huge  atroke  arrired  on  biflk  aeaie. 
He  bad  ham  aarely  doren  qoile  in  tsraioe: 
But  th'adamanCiM  ahield  whidb  be  did  beaie 
So  well  was  taaspred,  that  far  aH  hia  maine 
It  would  no  paasage  yeold  onto  hia  pwpose  voiaa. 


X  et  was  die  sCioke  ao  forctUy  applide. 

That  made  him  staffer  with  unoeitania 

As  if  be  would  have  tottered  to  one  aide: 

Wherewith  fiill  wroth  he  fiercely  gan 

That  cuit'sie  with  like  kindneooe  to  repay. 

And  smote  at  him  with  ao  nijpoitane  might. 

That  two  more  of  his  annes  did  lall  away. 

Like  fruitlesse  bnunebes,  which  the  faatdiets  ali|(bt 

Hath  pruned  frum  the  natiTe  tree  and  eroppod  qwgla. 


With  that  on  mad  and  fiirioos  he  pfreir. 
Like  a  fell  mastiffe  through  enragmg  hi 
And  curst,  and  band,  and  bkaphemiea  fenh  threw 
Against  his  gods,  and  fire  to  Uiem  did  threat. 
And  hell  unto  himselfe  with  hontmr  great : 
Thenceforth  he  cor'd  no  more  whieh  way  ~ 
Nor  where  it  light ;  but  gan  to  choafe  and 
And  gnaaht  his  teedi,  ana  his  head  at  him 
And  Sterne 


Nought  feared  the  childe  his  lookes,  ne  yet  hb  threat^ 
But  onelv  wexed  now  the  more  aware 
To  sare  Limselfe  from  those  his  fiirions  heata. 
And  watch  adyanntage  bow  to  worke  his  care. 
The  which  good  fortune  to  him  offred  feire : 
For  as  be  in  his  r^e  him  oTerstrooke, 
He,  ere  he  could  h»  weapon  backe  repaire. 
His  side  all  bare  and  naked  orertooke. 
And  with  his  mortal  steel  quite  through  the  body 
atrooke. 

XIT. 

Through  an  three  bodiea  he  him  strooke  attoace^ 
That  all  the  three  attonce  fell  on  the  plainer 
Else  should  he  thrise  bare  needed  for  the  nonee 
Them  to  bare  stricken,  and  thrise  to  hare  alaino. 
So  now  all  three  one  senoelesse  Inmpe  remaine. 
Enwallow'd  in  his  owne  blacke  bloudy  gore. 
And  byting  th' earth  for  rerr  deaUis  disdaine; 
Who.  with  a  cloud  of  nisht  nim  corering,  bore 
Downe  to  the  house  of  dole,  his  dues  there  to 
deplore. 


Which  when  the  lady  from  the  eaatle  oaw. 
Where  she  with  her  two  soonos  did  lookmg  stand. 
She  toorards  him  in  bast  bwselfe  did  draw 
To  greet  him  the  good  fortune  of  his  hand: 
And  all  the  people  both  of  towne  and  land. 
Which  there  stolod  gazing  from  the  cittiea  wall 
Uppon  these  wanioucs,  greedy  t'  understand 
To  whether  ahould  the  victoiy  befidl. 
Now  when  they  saw  it  felne,  thaj  oka  him  created 
tU.  ^  mr 

ZVl. 

But  Belgi  with  her  aonnea  prootifited  loir 
Before  lua  feeto,  in  all  that  peoples  eight,  [wo, 

Mongat  ioves  mixing  some  ceen,  moaga  wele  so 
Him  thus  bespaka ;  "  O  moat  redoubted  knight. 
The  whieh  bast  me,  of  all  most  wretched  wight. 
That  earst  waa  dead,  rsotor'd  to  life  againe. 
And  theee  wooke  impaa  replantad  bv  thy  might ; 
What  guoidon  can  I  give  thee  for  tOT  peine. 
But  er^  that  whieh  thoft  WTedst  tune  aull  to 
maine  I" 


r 


Csano  XL] 


THE  FAEm£  QUEENE. 


tss 


ZTU. 


He  tooke  hm  ■«  ferby  tiie  Ully  lumd. 
And  her  MeoanKted  the  beat  he  mifht, 
SajiBK ;  **  Dmn  lady,  deedee  ought  not  be  eovid 
By  th^  •Qthon  manhood,  nor  the  doen  might, 
Bnt  by  their  tneth  end  by  the  oanaes  ri^ : 
Tbet  nme  is  it  wbioh  foi4;ht  for  you  this  day. 
Whet  other  meed  then  need  me  to  nianight. 
But  that  which  yeeldeth  rertaee  meed  alwey  t 
That  ia,  the  Tertae  aeUe,  which  her  sewaid  doth  pay/* 


She  hmnbly  thankt  him  lor  that  wondvem  giaoe» 

And  farther  aay ;  *<  Ah  I  ar,  but  mote  ye  pJeas^ 

Sith  ye  thee  me  have  tendted  my  poore  ease. 

As  firom  my  ehielest  foe  me  to  release. 

That  yoor  ▼ielorioas  arms  will  not  yet  osase. 

Till  ve  hare  rooted  aU  the  relickes  oat 

Of  tbat  Tilde  raoe,  and  stahlished  my  peaoe," 

•<  What  is  theie  else,"  sayd  he,  "  left  of  their  mm!  ! 

Declaie  it  boldly,  dane,  and  doe  not  stand  in  daut«' 


"  Then  wote  yoa,  sir,  that  in  tfds  efaoioh  hereby 

There  staiuls  an  idole  of  great  noie  and  name. 

The  which  this  gyaat  reared  first  oo  hie. 

And  of  hia  owne  Tsine  6ncies  thoof^ht  did  finsme  i 

To  whom,  for  endleese  honoor  of  his  shame. 

He  ofiired  ap  iar  daily  sacrifiae 

My  childran  and  my  people,  bamt  in  iame 

With  all  the  tortures  that  he  could  derize. 

The  more  t*  aggrate  his  god  with  auoh  h^  blouddy 


"  And  imdsnMaCh  Aia  idoU  there  doth  lie 

An  hideoos  monster,  that  dodi  it  defend. 

And  feedes  on  sll  the  earkaases  that  die 

In  sacfiiae  unto  that  eursed  leend : 

Whose  ugly  shape  none  ever  saw,  nor  kend. 

That  ever  scap'd :  for  of  a  man  they  say 

It  has  the  Toiee,  that  speachee  forth  doth  asnd* 

Eiran  bleaph^moas  words,  which  she  doCb  bray 

Ottt  of  berpoyaaoos  entrsils  firmught  with  dirs  decay/' 


Which  wheo  Iha  prvme  heard  taU,  hia  heart  gan 
For  great  deaira  that  moaeter  to  assar ;  [eame 

And  prayd  the  plaee  of  her  abode  to  Ipeine: 
Which  being  shewed,  he  gan  himeelfo  stieightwny 
Thereto  adtfiesse,  and  hia  bright  shield  daeplay« 
80  to  the  chnrch  he  came,  where  it  was  tola 
The  monster  mdemeath  the  altar  lay ; 
There  he  that  iddU  saw  of  massy  gold 

nade,  bat  then  no  monster  did  hehokl. 


Upon  die  im^ps  wish  his  naked  blade 
llree  tiaMO,  as  in  defiance,  there  he  strooke ; 
And,  the  third  time,  oat  of  an  hidden  shade 
Then  forth  iseewd  from  under  th'  afaam  smooke 
A  dieadfttll  foeod  with  fowls  defoemed  looke. 
That  etretoht  imelfo  as  it  had  bng  lyen  still ; 
And  her  long  taila  and  Miera  atrongly  shooke, 
That  aU  the  temple  did  with  tsrrour  fill ; 
Yet  hia  noaf  ht  leniide  that  foared  nothing  iU. 


xxm. 

An  huge  grant  beast  it  was,  when  it  in  length 
Was  streiehed  forth  that  nigh  fild  all  the  puce. 
And  aeem'd  to  be  of  infinite  great  strengui ; 
Horrible,  hideous,  aad  of  baUisb  race. 
Borne  of  the  brooding  of  Echidna  base< 
Or  other  like  infemaU  fories  kinde : 
For  of  a  mayd  she  had  the  outward  face, 
To  hide  the  horrour  which  did  lurke  bebinde. 
The  bettv  to  beguile  whom  she  so  fond  did  finder 


Thereto  the  body  of  a  dog  she  had. 
Full  of  fell  ravin  and  fierce  greedinesse ; 
A  liona  dawea,  with  powre  and  rigour  clad. 
To  rend  and  teare  whatso  she  can  oppresse ; 
A  dragons  taUe,  whose  sting  without  redreese 
Full  deadly  wounds  wbereso  it  is  empight ; 
And  eagles  wings,  for  scope  end  apeedioesse. 
That  nothing  may  escape  ner  reaching  mkht. 
Whereto  the  erer  list  to  make  her  hardy  flight. 


Much  like  in  foolaease  aad  deformity 

Unto  that  monster,  whom  the  Theban  knight. 

The  father  of  that  fiOall  progeny. 

Made  kill  heraelfe  for  very  hearts  despight 

That  be  had  red  her  raddle,  which  no  wisht 

Could  ever  loose,  but  suffired  deadly  dooTe: 

So  also  did  this  monster  use  like  slight 

To  msny  a  one  which  came  unto  her  sohoole. 

Whom  she  did  put  to  death  deceived  lilos  a  foola. 

zxvx. 

She  eommmg  forth,  whenas  ahe  first  beheld 
The  armed  prince  with  shield  so  biasing  bright 
Her  ready  to  asaaile,  was  greatly  qneld. 
And  mu^  dismayd  with  that  dismayftill  sight. 
That  backs  she  would  have  tumd  for  great  affright : 
But  he  gan  her  with  eoorage  fieroe  assay. 
That  forst  her  tume  agaiae  in  her  despight 
To  save  herselfe,  least  that  he  did  her  slay : 
And  sure  he  had  her  slaine,  had  ahe  not  tanid  her 
way. 

Tho,  when  ahe  saw  that  she  waa  font  to  figfa^ 

She  flew  at  him  like  lo  an  helUah  foead. 

And  on  hie  shield  toohe  hold  with  sll  bar  might. 

As  if  that  it  ahe  would  in  oeeoes  rend. 

Or  reeve  out  of  the  hand  tnat  did  it  bend : 

Strongly  he  strove  OMt  of  her  greedy  gripe 

To  loose  his  shield,  and  long  while  did  oontand ; 

But,  when  he  could  not  quite  it,  witii  one  stripe 

Her  lions  dawea  he  from  her  foiete  away  did  wq>e» 

xxvui. 

With  thai  sdooAs  she  gan  to  btay  aad  yell. 
And  fowle  blasphemous  speeches  forth  did  cast. 
And  bitter  curses,  hoirible  to  tell ; 
That  even  the  temple,  whereia  ehe  was  plaat. 
Did  quake  to  heare,  and  oigh  asunder  brsst ; 
Tho  with  her  huge  long  tsile  she  at  him  strooke. 
That  made  him  atagger  and  atand  halfo  aghast 
With  trembling  iqynts,  as  he  fiw  torrour  shooke ) 
Who.aought  waa  taDcifide,  but  gieater  courage  tooho. 
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As  when  the  mtat  of  loine  well-timbred  bulke 
Is  with  the  blast  of  some  oatragious  stonne 
Blowne  downe,  it  shakes  the  bottome  of  the  bnlke. 
And  makes  her  ribs  to  ciacke  as  they  were  tome ; 
Whilest  still  she  stands  as  stoniaht  and  fortome ; 
So  was  he  stonnd  with  stroke  of  her  huge  tsUe : 
Bat.  ere  that  it  she  backs  againe  had  borne. 
He  with  his  sword  it  strooke,  that  without  &ile 
He  ioynted  it,  and  mard  the  swinging  of  her 


Then  nn  she  cry  much  louder  then  afore, 

That  all  the  people,  there  without,  it  heard, 

And  Beige  selfe  was  therewith  stonied  sore, 

As  if  the  onely  sound  thereof  she  feard. 

But  then  the  feend  herselfe  more  6eroely  reard 

Uppon  her  wide  great  wings,  and  strongly  flew 

With  all  her  body  at  his  brad  and  beard. 

That  had  he  not  foreseene  with  heedfuU  rew. 

And  thrown  his  shield  atween,  she  had  him  done  to 


rew: 
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But,  as  she  preet  on  him  with  heary  sway, 
Under  her  wombe  his  frtsll  sword  he  thrust. 
And  for  her  entraOea  made  an  open  way 
To  issue  forth;  the  which,  once  being  brust. 
Like  to  a  great  null-damb  forth  fiercely  guaht. 
And  powred  out  of  her  infemall  sinke 
Most  ugly  filth ;  and  poyson  therewith  msht. 
That  him  nigh  choked  with  the  deadly  stinke : 
8ueh  loathly  matter  were  email  lost  to  speake  or 
thinke. 

zzxn. 

Then  downe  to  ground  Ml  that  deformed  masse. 
Breathing  out  clouds  of  sulphurs  fowls  snd  blscke. 
In  which  a  puddle  of  contagion  was. 
More  loethd  then  Lema,  or  then  Stygian  lake, 
That  any  man  would  nigh  awhaped  make: 
Whom  when  he  saw  on  ground,  he  was  full  glad, 
And  straight  went  forth  his  gladnesse  to  parta\e 
With  Belg^,  who  wateht  aU  this  while  fnU  sad. 
' Wayting  what  end  would  be  of  that  same  daunger 
drad. 

•zxzm. 

Whom  when  she  saw  so  ioyously  come  forth. 
She  gan  reioyce  and  shew  triumphant  chore. 
Lauding  and  praysing  his  renowmed  worth 
By  all  the  names  that  honorable  were. 
Then  in  he  brourht  her,  snd  her  shewed  there 
The  present  of  his  paines,  that  monsters  spoyle. 
And  eke  that  idoll  aeem'd  so  costly  dere  ; 
Whom  he  did  all  to  peeces  breake,  and  foyle 
In  filthy  durt,  and  left  so  in  the  loathely  soyle: 

•  xxxxy. 

Then  aU  die  people  which  beheld  that  day 
Gan  shout  aloud,  that  unto  heayen  it  rong ; 
And  all  the  damsels  of  that  towns  in  ray 
Came  dauncing  forth,  and  ioyous  cairols  song : 
So  him  they  led  through  all  their  streetes  slong 
Crowned  with  girlonds  of  immortall  baies ; 
And  all  the  yulgar  did  about  them  throng 
To  see  the  man,  whose  ererlastin^  praise 
They  all  wera  bound  to  all  posterities  to  raise. 


There  he  with  Beige  did  awhfle  lemaine 

Makinr  great  feast  and  ioyous  merriment, 

Untill  he  had  her  settled  m  her  raine 

With  safe  assuraunce  and  establishment. 

Then  to  his  first  emprize  his  mind  he  lent. 

Full  loeth  to  Bel^  and  to  all  the  rest ; 

Of  whom  yet  takmg  leaye  thenceforth  he  went. 

And  to  his  former  ionmey  him  addrest ; 

On  which  long  way  he  rode,  ne  oyer  day  did  xett 

zxzn. 

But  tume  we  now  to  noble  Artegall; 

Who,  baying  left  Meroilla,  streightway  went 

On  his  first  quest,  the  which  him  fortn  did  call, 

To  weet,  to  worke  Irenaes  franchisement. 

And  eke  Orantortoea  worthy  punishment. 

So  forth  he  fared,  as  his  manner  was. 

With  onely  Talus  wajrting  diligent. 

Through  many  perils ;  and  much  way  did  pas. 

Till  nigh  unto  the  place  at  length  approeht  he  has, 

xxxyii. 

There  as  he  tzmyeld  by  the  way,  he  met 

An  aged  wight  wayfaring  all  alone. 

Who  throu|^  his  yeaxea  lone  ainoe  aside  had  set 

The  use  of  armes,  and  battsfi  quite  foigone  i 

To  whom  as  he  approeht,  he  knew  anone 

That  it  was  he  wnich  whilome  did  attend 

On  faire  Irene  in  her  affliction. 

When  first  to  faery  court  he  saw  her  wend, 

Unto  his  soreraine  queene  her  suite  for  to  commend* 

xxxyiu. 

Whom  by  his  name  saluting,  thus  he  gan ; 
"  Haile,  sood  Sir  Sergis,  truest  knight  alire. 
Well  triM  in  all  thy  ladies  troubles  than 
When  her  that  tyrant  did  of  crowne  depriye ; 
What  new  occasion  doth  thee  hither  driye, 
Whiles  she  alone  is  left,  and  thou  here  found  t 
Or  is  she  thrall,  or  doth  she  not  soryire  V 
To  whom  he  thus ;  "  She  liyeth  sure  and  sound ; 
But  by  that  tyrant  is  in  wretched  thraldome  booiid ; 


"For  she  presuming  on  th* appointed  tyde^ 

In  which  ye  promist,  as  ye  were  a  knight. 

To  meete  oer  at  the  salra^  lands  syde. 

And  then  and  there  for  triall  of  her  right 

With  her  unrighteous  enemy  to  fight, 

Did  thither  oome ;  where  she,  afrayd  of  nought, 

By  gnilefuU  treason  and  by  subtili  slight 

Surmised  was,  and  to  Grantorto  brought. 

Who  her  imprison'd  hath,  and  her  life  often  sought. 

•  xu 

"  And  now  he  bath  to  her  prefixt  •  day. 

By  which  if  that  no  champion  doe  appearSi 

Which  will  her  cause  in  battailous  array 

Against  him  iustifie,  and  prore  her  deare 

Of  all  those  crimes  that  he  gjpnst  her  doth  reere^ 

She  death  shall  sure  aby.*'    Those  tidings  sad 

Did  much  abash  Sir  Artegall  to  hesre. 

And  gneyed  sore,  that  through  his  fault  she  bad 

Fallen  into  that  tyrants  hand  and  usage  bad. 
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Hmh  thaa  repUde :  "  Now  Bare  and  by  my  life. 
Too  maoh  am  I  to  blame  for  that  fiiire  maide. 
That  have  her  drawne  to  all  this  trottblous  atrife. 
Through  promiae  to  afford  her  timely  aide. 
Which  by  defiiult  I  have  not  yet  demdde : 
But  witneaae  nnto  me,  ye  heaTena !  that  know 
How  deare  I  am  from  blame  of  thia  upbraide  : 
For  ye  into  like  thraldome  me  did  throw. 
And  kept  from  compliahingthe  fiuth  which  I  did  owe. 

ZLn. 

"  Bat  now  wimd,  Sir  Sergpa,  how  lone  apace 

Hath  he  her  lent  a  champion  to  proride.'' 

*  Ten  daiea,"  qooth  he,  "he  ffraunted  hath  of  grace. 

For  that  he  weeneth  well  before  that  tide 

None  can  hare  tidion  to  aaaiat  her  aide : 

For  all  the  ahorea,  wnich  to  the  aea  accoate. 

He  day  and  night  doth  ward  both  iarre  and  wide. 

That  none  can  there  arrire  without  an  hoate : 

So  her  be  deemea  already  bat  a  damned  ghoate.' 


» 
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'  Now  tame  againe,**  air  Arte^pJl  then  aayd; 
*For,  if  I  lire  till  thoae  ten  daiea  have  end, 
Aaaore  yooraelfe,  air  knight,  ahe  ahall  have  ayd, 
Thoagh  I  thia  deareat  life  for  her  doe  apend." 
So  backeward  he  attone  with  him  did  wend« 
Tho,  aa  they  rode  together  on  their  way, 
A  rout  of  people  they  before  them  kend, 
Flocking  togethi»r  in  confuade  array ; 
Aa  if  that  there  were  aome  tumultuoua  affray. 

ZLIV. 

To  wMeh  aa  they  approcht  the  cauae  to  know. 
They  aaw  a  knight  m  daungerona  diatreaae 
Of  a  nide  rout  him  chaaing  to  and  fro, 
That  aought  with  lawlease  powro  him  to  oppreaae. 
And  bring  in  bonda^  of  their  brutiahneaae ; 
And  Aire  away,  amid  their  rakehell  banda. 
They  apade  a  lady  left  all  auocourleaae, 
Crymg,  and  hol<ung  up  her  wretched  handa 
To  him  for  aide,  who  long  in  raine  their  rage  with- 
atanda« 

ZLT. 

Yet  atin  he  atrirea,  ne  any  perill  aparea. 
To  reakue  her  from  their  rude  ▼iolence ! 
And  like  a  lion  wood  amongat  them  farea. 
Dealing  hia  dreadfull  blowea  with  large  dispence, 
Gainat  which  the  pallid  death  findea  no  defence : 
Bnt  all  in  vaine :  their  numbera  are  ao  great. 
That  naught  may  boot  to  baniahe  them  from  thence; 
For,  aoone  aa  he  their  outrage  backe  doth  beat, 
They  tume  afreah,  and  oft  renew  their  former  threat 

ZLVI, 

And  now  they  doe  ao  aharpely  him  aaaay. 
That  they  hia  ahield  in  peecea  battred  have. 
And  forced  him  to  throw  it  ouite  away. 
Fro  dasgera  dread  hia  doubtnill  life  to  aave ; 
AJba  that  it  moat  aafety  to  him  gare, 
And  flBueh  did  magnifie  hb  noble  name : 
For,  from  the  day  that  he  thua  did  it  leave, 
Amongat  all  knighta  he  blotted  waa  with  blame. 
Aad  ooimted  but  a  neraant  knight  with  endlea  ahame. 


ZLVII. 


Whom  when  they  thus  diatreaaed  did  behold. 
They  drew  unto  his  aide  ;  but  that  rude  rout 
Them  alao  gan  aaaaile  with  outrage  bold. 
And  forced  them,  however  atrong  and  atout 
They  were,  as  well  approved  in  many  a  doubt, 
Backe  to  recule ;  untill  that  yron  man 
With  hia  huge  flaile  began  to  lay  about ; 
From  whose  ateme  preaence  they  diffused  ran, 
like  acattred  chaffe,  the  which  the  wind  away  doth 
fiuu 

ZLTXIX. 

So  when  that  knight  from  peiill  dearo  was  freed,  . 

He  drawing  neare  began  to  greete  them  faire. 

And  yeeld  great  thankea  for  their  ao  goodly  deed. 

In  aaving  him  from  daungeroua  deepaire 

Of  thoae  which  aought  hu  life  for  to  empaire : 

Of  whom  Sir  Artegall  gan  then  enquere 

The  whole  occaaion  of  his  late  miafitre. 

And  who  he  waa,  and  what  thoae  villainea  were. 

The  which  with  mortall  malice  him  punu'd  ao  nera. 

zuz. 

To  whom  he  thus ;  "  My  name  ia  Burbon  bight. 
Well  knowne,  and  far  renowmed  heretofore, 
Untill  late  mischiefe  did  uppon  me  light. 
That  all  my  former  praise  liath  blemuht  aore : 
And  that  faire  lady,  which  in  that  uprore 
Ye  with  thoae  caytivea  aaw,  FlourdeUa  bight, 
la  mine  owne  love,  though  me  ahe  have  forlore  ; 
Whether  withheld  from  me  by  wrongfull  might. 
Or  with  her  owne  good  will,  I  cannot  read  aright. 


"  Bnt  sure  to  me  her  faith  ahe  fint  did  plight 

To  be  my  love,  and  take  me  for  her  lord ; 

Till  that  a  tyrant,  which  Grandtorto  bight, 

With  golden  giftea  and  many  a  niilefull  word 

Entyced  her  to  him  for  to  accora. 

O,  who  may  not  with  gifta  and  worda  be  tempted  I 

Sith  which  ahe  hath  me  ever  aince  abhord. 

And  to  my  foe  hath  guilefully  consented  : 

Ay  me,  that  ever  guyle  in  women  waa  invented. 

"  And  now  he  hath  thia  troupe  of  yillaina  sent 
By  open  force  to  fetch  her  quite  away : 
Gainat  whom  myaelfe  I  long  in  vaine  have  bent 
To  reacue  her,  and  daily  meanea  aasay ; 
Yet  reacue  her  thence  by  no  meanea  1  may ; 
For  they  doe  me  with  multitude  oppresae. 
And  with  uneqaall  might  doe  overlay. 
That  oft  1  driven  am  to  great  distreaae. 
And  forced  to  forgoe  th'  attempt  ram^dilesae.' 


n 


LQ. 

"  But  why  have  ye,"  said  Artegall,  "  forborne 
Your  owne  good  ahield  in  daungeroua  dismay? 
That  is  the  greateat  ahame  and  fouleat  acorne. 
Which  unto  any  knight  behappen  may. 
To  looae  the  badge  Uiat  ahould  hia  deedea  display." 
To  whom  air  Burbon,  bluahine  halfe  for  ahame  ; 
"  That  ahall  I  unto  you,"  quoth  he,  "  bewny ; 
Least  ye  therefore  mote  happily  me  blame, 
And  deeme  it  doen  of  will,  tnat  through  inforcement 
came. 
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«( 


True  is  that  I  tt  fint  was  dabbed  knight 
By  a  good  kni«;ht,  the  knight  of  the  Reid-cross6 ; 
W  ho,  when  he  gave  me  axmes  in  field  to  fight, 
Gare  me  a  shield,  in  which  he  did  endosse 
His  deare  Redeemers  badge  upon  the  bosse : 
The  same  long  while  I  bore,  and  tfaerewithall 
Fought  may  nttels  vrithout  wound  or  losse ; 
Th««with  Grandtorto  selfe  I  did  appaU, 
And  made  him  oftentimes  in  field  before  me  fUL 


**  But  for  that  many  did  that  shield  enTie, 
And  cruell  enemies  increased  more ; 
To  stint  all  strife  and  troublous  enmities 
That  bloudie  soutchin  being  battred  sore 
I  layd  aside,  and  hare  of  late  forbore ; 
Hoping  thereby  to  hare  my  lore  obtinmed : 
Yet  can  I  not  my  lore  have  nathemore ; 
For  she  by  force  is  still  iro  me  detayned. 
And  with   oonruptfbll  biybes  is  to  nntmtfa   mis- 
trayned." 

To  whom  thus  Artegall ;  "  Certes,  sir  knight. 
Hard  is  the  case  the  which  ye  doe  complaine ; 
Yet  not  so  hard  (for  nought  so  hard  may  light 
That  it  to  such  a  streight  mote  you  constraine) 
As  to  abandon  that  which  doth  contains 
Your  honours  stile,  that  is,  your  warlike  shield. 
All  perill  ought  be  lesse,  and  lease  all  paine 
Then  losse  of  fame  in  disaventrouk  field : 
Dye,  rather  dien  doe  ought  that  mote  dishonour 
yield !" 

LTI. 

"  Not  so,"  quoth  he ;  '*  for  yet,  when  time  doth  serve, 

My  former  shield  I  may  resume  againe : 

To  temporise  is  not  firom  truth  to  swerve, 

Ne  for  advantage  terms  to  entertaine, 

Whenas  necessitie  doth  it  constnune." 

"  Fie  on  such  forgerie,"  said  Artegall, 

"  Under  one  hood  to  shadow  faces  twaine : 

Knights  ought  be  true,  and  truth  is  one  in  all ; 

Of  dl  things,  to  dissemble,  fouly  may  befW  !** 

Lvn. 

*  Yet  let  me  yon  of  courtesie  request," 
Said  Burbon,  "  to  assist  me  now  at  need 
Against  these  pesants  which  have  me  oppresty 
And  forced  me  to  so  inflbnous  deed. 
That  yet  my  love  may  from  their  hands  be  f^wd." 
Sir  Artegall,  albe  he  earst  did  wyte 
His  wavering  mind,  yet  to  his  aide  agreed. 
And  buckling  him  efooones  unto  the  fight 
Did  set  upon  those  troupes  with  all  his  powre  and 
might. 

LVUl. 

Who  flocking  round  about  them,  as  a  twarme 
Of  flyes  upon  a  birehen  bough  doth  cluster. 
Did  them  assault  with  terrible  allarme, 
And  over  all  the  fielda  themselves  did  muster. 
With  bils  and  glayves  making  a  dreadfull  luster ; 
That  forst  at  fSnt  thoae  knights  backs  to  retyre } 
As  when  the  wratlifull  Boreas  doth  blaster. 
Nought  may  abide  the  tempest  of  his  yre. 
Both  man  and  beast  doe  fly,  and  tuocour  doe  in* 
quyre. 


But,  whenas  overblowen  was  that  brant. 
Those  knights  began  afiresh  them  to  assayle. 
And  all  about  the  fields  like  sqnirrek  faont ; 
But  chiefly  Talus  with  his  ynm  flayle. 
Gainst  wmch  no  flight  nor  rescue  mote  avvyli^ 
Made  cruell  havocke  of  the  baser  crew. 
And  chaced  them  both  over  hill  and  dale : 
The  raskall  manie  soone  they  overthrew ; 
But  the  two  knights  themselves  dietr  raptOT*  do 
■ubdew. 

LX. 

At  Isst  they  came  whereas  that  ladie  bode. 
Whom  now  her  keepers  had  forsaken  quighC 
To  aave  themselves,  and  scattered  were  abrode : 
Her  halfo  dismayd  diey  found  in  doubtfiiO  pligliC 
As  neither  glad  nor  sorie  for  their  sieht ; 
Yet  wondrous  fsire  she  was,  and  richly  dad 
In  roiall  robes,  and  many  iewels  digbt ; 
But  that  those  villens  through  their  usage  bad 
Them  fouly  rant,  and  shammlly  defaced  had. 

izi. 

But  Bnrbon,  streight  dismounting  from  hii  aCMd 
Unto  her  ran  with  gre^die  great  desyre. 
And  catching  lier  fast  by  her  ramd  weed 
Would  have  embraced  her  with  lutrt  entyre : 
But  she,  backstarting,  with  disdainefbll  yre 
Bad  him  avaunt,  ne  would  unto  his  lore 
Allured  be  for  pnyer  nor  for  meed : 
Whom  when  those  knights  so  froward  and  fniore 
Beheld,  ihey  her  rebuked  and  upbnyded  sore. 

Lxn. 

Sayd  Artegall ;  "  What  foule  diagraoe  is  this 
To  so  iairo  ladie,  as  ye  seeme  in  sight. 
To  blot  your  beautie,  that  unblemiut  is. 
With  so  foule  blame  as  breach  of  faith  once  plight. 
Or  change  of  love  for  any  worlds  delist  T 
Is  ought  on  earth  so  pretious  or  deare 
As  pnyse  and  honour  T  or  is  ought  so  brigl^ 
And  beautifuU  as  glories  beames  appeare. 
Whose  goodly  light  then  Phoebus  lampe  doth  aliiiis 
more  deare  1 

Lzm. 

"  Why  then  will  ve,  food  dame,  attempted  bee 
Unto  a  strangen  love,  ao  lightly  placed. 
For  guiftes  of  gold  or  sny  worioly  glee. 
To  leave  the  love  that  ye  before  embreced. 
And  let  vour  fame  with  folshood  be  defooed  1 
Fie  on  tie  pelfe  for  which  good  name  is  sold. 
And  honour  with  indignitie  debased  I 
Dearer  is  love  then  lira,  and  fiune  then  gold , 
But  dearer  then  them  both  your  fidth  once  plighted 
hold." 

uov. 

Much  was  the  ladie  in  h«r  gentle  mind 
Abasht  At  his  rebuke,  that  bit  her  neara ; 
Ne  ought  to  answere  thereunto  did  find : 
But,  hanging  down  her  head  with  heavie  cheare. 
Stood  long  amaz'd  as  she  amated  weare : 
Which  Burbon  seeinr ,  her  againe  assayd ; 
And,  clasping  twizt  his  aimea,  her  up  did  reare 
Upon  his  steeds,  whiles  she  no  whit  ninesayd : 
So  bore  her  quite  awmy  nor  wall  nor  m  tpayd. 
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Nathlesse  the  jrron  msa  did  still  ponew 

That  raakall  many  with  nnpittied  spoyle ; 

Ne  ceaased  not,  ull  all  their  acattred  crew 

Into  the  aea  he  drove  qnite  from  that  aoyle. 

The  which  they  troubled  had  with  neat  tunnoyk  • 

Bat  Artegall,  seeing  bis  croell  deedT 

Commannded  him  from  alaughter  to  leooyla^ 

And  to  hia  voyage  gan  againe  proceed ; 

For  that  the  terme,  approchin|f  £wt,  leqninBd  gpeed 


CANTO  xn. 


Artegall  doth  Sir  Barhon  aide. 
And  blames  for  changing  shield  : 

He  with  the  great  Grsntorto  fights. 
And  slaieth  him  in  fiekL 


O  aicuD  Inmgw  of  amlntioas  mindei. 
And  impotant  daaiie  of  men  to  raine  I 
Whom  naither  dnad  of  God,  that  devila  bindes. 
Nor  lawes  of  men,  thai  coramon-weales  oontaine, 
Nor  bands  of  natnxe,  that  wilde  beastaa  restraine. 
Can  keepe  from  outrag*  and  from  doinc  wrong, 
Whare  uey  may  hope  a  kingdome  to  obtaine : 
No  fittth  so  firm*,  no  tmat  can  be  ao  atnmg, 
No  k>To  ao  laatiag  than,  that  may  enduran  long. 


Witnona  may  Burbon  ba ;  whom  all  the  bands. 
Which  may  a  knight  aaswe,  bad  sorely  bound, 
Uuntill  the  love  of  lordship  and  of  landa 
JUada  bim  becoBsa  moat  faithless  and  unsound : 
And  witnesse  be  Geiioneo  found, 
Wbo  for  Uka  causa  faira  Beige  did  oppresse. 
And  right  sad  wrong  moat  cmelly  confound : 
And  ao  be  now  Granlorto*  who  no  lease 
Thaa  all  the  rest  b«nt  out  to  all  outngiouanaasa. 


m« 


Gainst  wbofli  Sir  Aftagall 

Taken  in  hand  tfa'  azploit,  HMing  tberetoo 

Appointed  by  that  asightie  nsrio  tirtnce. 

Great  Gloriane,  tbst  tynnt  to  foraoo,) 

Tbrongfa  other  gieat  Mrentnraa  hethertoo 

Had  it  foralaokt :  but  now  timo  drawing  ny, 

1  o  htm  aasynd  bar  high  bebsaat  lo  doe. 

To  (be  aeo-«hota  ha  gan  hia  way  apply 

To  note  ifahipping  nadia  bo  mote  there  deacry. 


rbo,  when  the^  oamo  to  the  seo-eoast,  they  found 

4  ship  aU  rcadw,  at  good  fortnne  foil. 

To  put  to  aea,  with  whom  they  did  compound 

To  paasa  tbom  over  where  them  list  to  tell : 

The  windo  and  weather  served  them  ao  well« 

That  in  one  day  tboy  with  the  coaat  did  foil ; 

W'barsaa  they  leadio  found,  them  to  rapell. 

Great  boatea  of  aea  in  order  marciall, 

Wbicb  tken  forlad  to  land,  and  footing  did  fivntall. 


But  nathemore  would  they  froaa  land  reMno  s 
But,  whenaa  nigh  unto  the  ahofo  tbey  drew 
That  foot  of  man  might  aoond  the  bottome  plaine, 
Talus  into  the  sea  did  forth  iaaew  [tlavw  ; 

Though  darta  from  ahora  sod  stonea  they  at  bim 
And  wading  through  the  wavea  with  atedfost  away, 
Maugre  the  might  of  all  those  troupes  in  vew. 
Did  win  the  shore ;  whence  ho  them  cheat  away 
And  made  to  fly  like  dovaa»  whoa  th'  eagle  doth 
affray. 

The  whyisa  Sir  Artsgril  with  that  old  knight 
Did  forth  deacand,  there  being  none  them  naara. 
And  forward  marched  to  a  towne  in  aight. 
By  this  came  nrdinga  to  the  tyranta  eare. 
By  thoae  which  earst  did  fly  away  for  foare. 
Of  their  aisivall :  wherswith  troubled  sore 
He  all  his  forces  straight  to  him  did  reare. 
And,  forth  iaauing  wid&  hia  scouts  afore. 
Meant  then  to  have  ineouatted  era  they  left  the 
abore: 


But  ere  be  marked  forra  he  with  them  met. 

And  fiaroely  charged  them  with  aU  boa  foroo; 

But  Talua  atemely  did  upon  them  set. 

And  brusht  and  battred  tnem  withour  reasorse. 

That  on  the  ground  he  left  foil  nuny  a  coraa ; 

Ne  any  able  waa  him  to  withstand, 

But  he  them  overthrew  both  man  and  botao^ 

That  they  lay  acattred  over  all  the  land. 

As  thicka  as  doth  the  aaede  after  the  aowara  hanH 

Tin. 

Till  ArtagaU  hia  aeeing  ao  to  rage 
Willd  him  to  atay,  and  eigne  of  truoa  did  make : 
To  which  aU  harkning  did  awhile  asswsge 
Their  forces  forie,  and  their  terror  alako ; 
Till  he  an  herauld  cald,  and  to  him  apake. 
Willing  bim  wend  unto  the  tvnnt  atreigbt. 
And  teU  him  that  not  for  such  sJanghfttra  aako 
He  thetber  cams,  but  for  to  trie  the  right 
Of  foyre  Icenaea  eaoae  wkh  him  ki  ainglo  fight  i 
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And  willed  him  for  to  recUyme  with  speed 
His  scattred  people,  ere  thf^  all  were  slaine ', 
And  time  and  place  convenient  to  areed. 
In  which  they  two  the  comhat  might  darraine. 
Which  message  when  Grantorto  heard,  full  fryne 
And  glad  he  was  the  slaughter  so  to  stay ; 
And  pointed  for  the  combat  twixt  them  twayne 
The  morrow  next,  ne  gare  him  lon^  day: 
80  fionnded  the  reCraite,  and  drew  ms  folke  away. 


That  night  Sir  Artegall  did  cause  his  tent 
There  to  be  pitched  on  the  open  pkine ; 
For  he  had  given  streight  commaundement 
That  none  should  dare  him  once  to  entertaine : 
Which  none  durst  breake,  though  many  would  ri^ht 
For  fiure  Irena  whom  they  lored  deare :  [fame 

But  yet  old  Sergis  did  so  well  him  peine. 
That  fiom  dose  friends,  that  dar'd  not  to  appearo. 
He  all  things  did  purray  whidh  finr  them  needfull 


The  morrow  next  that  was  the  dismaU  day 
Appointed  for  Irenes  death  before. 
So  soone  as  it  did  to  the  world  display 
His  chearefuU  hoe,  and  light  to  men  restore. 
The  heavy  mayd,  to  whom  none  tydinga  bore 
Of  Artegals  arriTsll  her  to  firee, 
Lookt  up  with  eyes  full  sad  and  hart  full  sore. 
Weening  her  lifea  last  howre  then  neare  to  bee ; 
Sith  no  redemptio&  nigh  she  did  nor  heare  nor  see. 


Then  op  she  rose,  and  on  herselfe  did  dight 

Most  squalid  garments,  fit  for  such  a  day ; 

And  with  dull  countenance  and  with  doleful  i^right 

She  forth  was  brought  in  sorrowfnll  dismay 

For  to  receive  the  doome  of  her  decay : 

But  conmiing  to  the  place,  and  finding  there 

Sir  Artegall  m  battailous  array 

Wayting  his  foe,  it  did  her  dead  hart  eheare. 

And  new  li&  to  her  lent  in  midst  of  deadly  feare. 

like  as  a  tender  rose  in  open  plsine. 

That  with  untimely  drought  nigh  withered  was. 

And  hung  the  head,  soone  as  few  dnms  of  raine 

Thereon  distill  and  deaw  her  daintie  nee. 

Gins  to  look  up,  and  with  freah  wcnted  grace 

Dispreds  the  glorie  of  her  leaves  gay ; 

Sucn  was  Ixeoas  countenance,  auch  her  case. 

When  Artegall  she  saw  in  that  array. 

There  waytmg  fisr  the  tyrant  till  it  was  finrre  day : 

xnr. 

Who  came  at  length  with  proud  presumpteous  gate 

Into  the  field,  as  if  he  feaieleese  were. 

All  srmed  in  a  cote  of  yron  plate 

Of  ereat  defience  to  ward  the  deadly  feare. 

Ana  on  his  head  a  steele-cap  he  did  weare 

Of  colour  rustie-hrowne,  hut  sure  and  strong ; 

And  in  bis  hsnd  an  huge  polaxe  did  heare. 

Whose  Steele  was  yron-studded,  but  not  long. 

With  which  he  wont  to  fight,  to  iostifie  his  wrong. 


XV. 

Of  stature  huge  and  hideous  he 
Like  to  a  giant  for  his  monstrous  bight. 
And  did  in  strength  most  sorts  of  men 
Ne  ever  any  found  his  match  in  might ; 
Thereto  he  had  great  akill  in  single  fight : 
His  hee  was  u|^y  and  his  eoonteoance 
That  could  have  frayd  one  with  the  very  aigbt* 
And  gaped  like  a  gnlto  when  he  did  genie  ; 
That  whether  man  or  monster  one  oould 
disceme, 

zvi. 

Soone  as  he  did  within  the  listes  appeared 
^ith  dreadfuU  looke  he  ArtegaU  behekl. 
As  if  he  would  have  daunted  him  with  fisare ; 
And,  grinning  griesly,  did  against  him  weld 
His  deadly  we^wn  whidi  in  hand  he  held  : 
But  th'  elfin  swayne,  that  oh  had  aeeoe  like  sigbt. 
Was  with  his  glmstly  count'nance  nothing  queld  ; 
But  gan  him  streight  to  buckle  to  the  fight. 
And  CBst  his  shield  about  to  be  in  leedie  plight. 

XVII. 

The  trompets  sound ;  and  they  tocether  go« 
With  dreadfuU  terror  and  with  feu  intent ; 
And  their  huge  strokes  full  danngerooaly  beatow. 
To  doe  most  dammage  whereas  moat  tfa^  ment : 
But  with  such  force  and  furie  violent 
The  tyrant  thundred  his  thicks  blowes  so  halt. 
That  through  the  ynm  wallea  their  way  they  rent. 
And  even  to  the  vitall  parts  they  past, 
Ne  ought  oould  them  endure,  but  dl  they  deft 
brast. 

xvnu 

Which  cruell  outrage  whenas  AttegaO 
Did  well  aviso,  thenceforth  with  waiie  heed 
He  ahund  his  atrokee,  where-ever  they  did  faD, 
And  way  did  give  unto  their  giaceleeae  tpttd : 
Aa  when  a  aloUull  maniner  doth  reed 
A  storme  approching  that  doth  perill  threat. 
He  will  not  bide  the  daunger  of  such  dreed. 
But  strikes  his  sayles,  and  vereth  hia  main-alieat. 
And  lends  unto  it  leave  the  onptie  ayre  to  beat. 


So  did  the  &erie  knight  himselfe  abeare. 
And  stouped  oft  his  head  from  ahame  to  ahieM : 
No  shame  to  stoupe,  one  head  more  high  to  leare , 
And,  much  to  gaine,  a  litle  for  to  yield: 
So  stoutest  knights  doen  oftentimes  in  field. 
But  still  the  tyrant  atemel^  at  htm  layd. 
And  did  his  yroo  axe  so  nimbly  wield. 
That  many  wounds  into  his  fiesh  it  made. 
And  with   hia  burdenons  Uowea  him  aore  did 
overlade» 

XT. 

Yet  whenas  fit  advantage  he  did  spr. 
The  whiles  the  cursed  felon  high  did  reare 
His  cruell  hand  to  smite  him  mortally, 
Under  his  stroke  he  to  him  stepping  neare 
Right  in  the  flanke  him  strooke  with  deadly  dreare 
Tut  the  gore-bloud  thence  guahing  grievously 
Did  underneath  him  like  a  pond  appeare 
And  all  his  armour  did  with  purple  dye: 
Thereat  he  brayed  loud,  and  yelled  dreadfully. 


CAirro  XII.l 


THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 


S89 


zxi. 

ITet  tbe  bnge  stroke,  which  be  before  intended. 

Kept  oa  hii  coarse,  as  he  did  it  direct, 

And  with  sacb  monstroas  poise  adowne  descended, 

That  seemed  nought  could  him  from  death  protect : 

But  he  it  well  did  ward  with  wise  respect, 

And  twixt  him  and  the  blow  his  shield  did  cast. 

Which  thereon  seizing  tooke  no  gteat  effect ; 

But,  byting  deepe,  therein  did  sticke  so  fast 

That  by  no  meanes  it  backe  againe  he  forth  could 


ZZVIX. 


xxn. 

Long  whflo  be  tng'd  and  strode  to  get  it  out. 
And  all  bis  powre  applyed  thereunto. 
That  be  tberewitb  the  knight  drew  all  about: 
Nathlesse,  for  all  that  erer  he  could  doe. 
His  axe  he  oould  not  from  his  shield  ondoe. 
Which  ArtegaU  perceiving,  atrooke  no  more. 
But  looidng  soone  his  shield  did  it  forgoe ; 
And,  whilaa  he  oombred  was  therewith  so  sore. 
He  gan  it  him  let  dri? e  more  fiercely  than  afore. 


80  wen  be  him  puraew'd,  that  at  the  last 
He  stroke  him  with  Chrysaor  on  the  bed, 
That  with  the  soose  thereof  full  sore  aghast 
He  staggersd  to  and  fio  in  donbtfuU  sted : 
Againe,  whiles  he  him  saw  so  ill  bested. 
He  did  bia  amita  with  all  his  might  and  mains, 
Thaty  ftlling,  on  his  mother  earth  he  fed : 
Whom  when  he  saw  prostrated  on  the  plaine. 
He  lightly  reft  hia  head  to  ease  him  of  nis  peine. 

zxir. 

Wbieb  when  the  people  round  about  him  saw, 
Tbev  aboated  all  for  loy  of  hia  soccesse, 
Ghi  to  be  quit  from  that  proud  tyrant's  awe. 
Which  with  strong  powre  did  them  long  time  op- 
And,  nianing  all  witn  greedie  ioyiulnesae   [presse ; 
To  fairs  Ireu,  at  her  feet  did  fall. 
And  ber  adored  with  due  humblenease 
As  their  true  liege  and  piincesse  natuiall ; 
And  eke  ber  champions  glorie  sounded  orer  all : 


Wbo^  slieigbt  her  leading  with  meete  maiestie 

Unto  the  pallaee  where  ueir  kinga  did  rayne, 

Did  ber  tnerein  establish  peaceablie. 

And  to  her  kingdomes  seat  restore  a^yne ; 

And  an  such  persons,  as  did  late  mamtayne 

llMt  tyrants  part  with  close  or  open  ayde. 

He  sorely  punished  with  heavie  payne ; 

That  in  short  spsce,  whiles  there  with  ber  he  stayd, 

Kot  one  was  Im  that  durst  her  once  bare  disobayd. 

zxyi. 

DuiBf  wkiob  time  that  be  did  there  remayne, 
His  stadia  was  true  instice  how  to  deale, 
And  day  and  night  employ'd  hia  bnsie  peine 
How  to  reforme  that  ragged  common-weale : 
And  that  aaae  yron  man,  which  could  reveale 
All  bidden  crimes,  through  all  that  realms  he  sent 
To  sswcb  out  those  that  usd  to  rob  and  steals, 
ih  did  rebell  gniost  lawfull  goremment ; 
Oa  whom  be  did  mfitct  most  grisrous  punishment. 


Rut,  ere  he  could  reforms  it  thoroughly. 

He  through  occasion  called  was  away 

To  faerie  court,  that  of  necessity 

His  course  of  iustice  he  was  forst  to  stay. 

And  Talus  to  revoke  from  the  right  wrv, 

In  which  be  was  that  realme  for  to  redfesse : 

But  enries  cloud  still  dimmeth  vertues  ray  ! 

So,  harinff  freed  Irene  from  distresse, 

He  tooke  his  leave  of  her  there  left  in  heavinesse. 

xxviiz. 

Tho,  as  he  backe  returned  from  that  land. 

And  there  arrivM  agaiae  whence  forth  he  ret. 

He  had  not  passed  nrre  upon  the  strand, 

Whenas  two  old  ill-fiivour'd  hags  he  met, 

By  the  war-side  being  together  set. 

Two  griesly  creatnrea ;  and,  to  that  their  faces 

Most  foule  end  filthie  were,  their  garments  yet, 

Being  all  rag'd  and  tatter'd,  their  disgraces 

Did  much  the  more  augment,  and  made  most  ugly 


XXIX. 

The  one  of  them,  that  elder  did  appeare. 
With  ber  dull  eyes  did  seeme  to  fooke  askew. 
That  her  mis-shape  much  helpt ;  and  her  foule  heare 
Hung  looae  and  loathsomely ;  thereto  her  hew 
Waa  wan  and  leane,  that  all  her  teeth  arew 
And  all  her  bones  might  through  her  cheekes  be  red , 
Her  lips  were,  like  raw  lether,  pale  and  blew: 
And  as  she  spake,  therewith  she  slsvered ; 
Yet  spake  she  seldom ;  but  thought  more,  the  lesse 
snesed: 

XXX. 

Her  bsnds  were  foule  snd  durtie,  never  washt 
In  all  her  life,  with  long nayles  over-raught  [scratcht 
Like  puttocks  clawes ;  with  th'  one  of  which  she 
Her  cursed  head,  although  it  itched  naught ; 
The  other  held  a  snake  with  venime  fraught, 
On  which  she  fed  and  gnawed  hungrily. 
As  if  that  long  she  had  not  eaten  ou^ht ; 
lliat  round  about  ber  iawea  one  might  descry 
Tbe  bloudid  gore  and  poyson  dropping  lothsomely 

XXXI. 

Her  name  was  Envie,  knowen  well  thereby ; 
Whose  nature  is  to  rrieve  and  grudge  at  aill 
That  ever  she  sees  doen  prays-worthily ; 
Whose  sight  to  her  b  greatest  crosse  may  fall 
And  vexeth  so,  that  makea  her  eat  her  gall : 
For,  when  she  wsnteth  other  thing  to  eat. 
She  feedes  on  her  owne  maw  unnaturall, 
And  of  her  owne  foule  entrayles  makes  her  meat, 
Meat  fit  for  such  a  monsters  monsterous  dyeat: 

xxxn. 

And  if  she  hapt  of  anv  good  to  heare. 

That  had  to  any  happily  betid. 

Then  would  she  inly  fret,  and  grieve,  and  teare 

Her  fleah  for  felnesse,  which  she  inward  hid  ; 

But  if  ahe  heard  of  ill  that  any  did. 

Or  harme  that  any  bad.  then  would  she  make 

Great  cheare,  like  one  unto  a  banquet  bid  ; 

And  in  anothers  losse  g^reat  pleasure  take, 

As  she  had  got  thereby  and  gayned  a  great  stake. 
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The  otliOT  nothing  better  wm  then  ihee ; 
Agreeing  in  had  will  end  cancred  kynd, 
But  in  bad  miner  they  did  disagree : 
For  wbatao  envie  good  or  bad  did  fynd 
8he  did  conceale,  and  murder  her  owne  mynd ; 
But  this,  whaterer  eriW  she  conceiTed, 
Did  apred  abroad  and  throw  in  th'  open  wjnd : 
Yet  this  in  all  her  words  might  be  perceived, 
That  all   she  sought  was  mens  good  name  to  hare 
bereared. 


rBooK  V 


For,  whatsoerer  good  by  any  sayd 

Or  doen  she  beara,  she  would  streightwayea  inrent 

How  to  deprave  or  slannderously  upbrayd. 

Or  to  misconstrue  of  a  mans  intent. 

And  tume  to  ill  the  thing  that  well  was  ment : 

Therefore  she  used  often  to  resort 

To  common  haunts,  and  companies  frequent, 

To  hearke  what  an^  one  did  good  report, 

To  blot  the  same  with  blame,  or  wrest  in  wicked  sort : 

xzxv. 

And  if  that  any  ill  she  heard  of  any, 

8he  would  it  eeke,  and  make  much  worse  by  telling, 

And  take  great  ioy  to  publish  it  to  many : 

That  every  matter  worse  was  for  her  melling : 

Her  name  was  bight  Detraction,  and  her  dwelling 

Was  neare  to  Envie,  even  her  neighbour  next; 

A  wicked  hag,  and  Enry  selfe  excelling 

In  mischiefe;  for  herseffe  she  only  vext: 

But  this  same  both  herselfe  and  others  ekeperplext. 

XXXVI. 

Her  face  was  ugly,  and  her  mouth  distort, 

Foming  with  poyson  round  about  her  gils. 

In  which  her  cursed  tongue  full  sharpe  and  short 

Appear'd  like  aspis  sting,  that  closely  kils. 

Or  cruelly  does  wound  whomso  she  wils ; 

A  distaffe  in  her  other  hand  she  had, 

Upon  the  which  she  litle  spinnes,  but  spits ; 

And  iaynes  to  weave  false  tales  and  leasings  bad. 

To  throw  amongst  the  good,  which  others  iud  disprad. 

XXXVII. 

These  two  now  had  themselves  combynd  in  one. 
And  linckt  together  gainst  Sir  Artegall ; 
For  whom  they  wayted  as  his  mortall  fone, 
How  they  might  make  him  into  mischiefe  fall, 
For  freeing  from  their  anares  Irene  thrall : 
Besides,  unto  themselves  they  gotten  had 
A  monster  which  the  blatant  beast  men  call, 
A  dreadfull  feend  of  gods  and  men  ydrad, 
Whom  they  by  slights  aUur'd  and  to  their  purpose 
lad. 


xxxvin. 

Such  were  these  hags,  and  ao  unhandsome  drest 
Who  when  they  niffh  approchtng  bad  espyde 
8ir  Artegall  return  d  firom  his  late  quest. 
They  bodi  arose,  and  at  him  loudly  crrde, 
As  It  had  bene  two  shepheards  cunea  had  scryde 
A  imvenoua  wolfe  amongst  the  scattered  flock«s  * 
And  Envie  first,  as  ahe  that  first  him  eyed. 
Towardes  him  runs,  and  vrith  rude  flarmg  lockea 
About  her  earea  does  beat  her  brest  and  forehead 
knockes. 

XXXIX. 

Then  from  her  mouth  the  gobbet  she  doea  take, 

The  which  whyleare  she  was  so  greedily 

Devouring,  even  that  halfe-gnawen  snake, 

And  at  him  throws  it  moat  despightfnlly : 

The  cursed  serpent,  though  ahe  hungrily 

Earst  chawed  thereon,  yet  was  not  afi  so  deed. 

But  that  some  life  remayned  secretly ; 

And,  as  he  past  afore  withouten  dread. 

Bit  him  behind,  that  long  the  marke  was  to  be  read. 

Then  th' other  commxng  neare  gan  him  refilo, 

And  fouly  rayle,  with  ul  she  could  invent  i 

Sayinr  that  he  had,  with  unmanly  guile 

And  roule  abusion,  both  his  honour  blent. 

And  that  bright  sword,  the  sword  of  lust  ice  lent 

Had  Btayned  with  reprochfuU  crueltie 

In  guiltlesse  blood  of  many  an  innocent : 

As  for  Grantorto,  him  with  treacherie 

And  traynes  having  aurpriz*d  he  fouly  did  to  die. 

xu. 

Thereto  the  blatant  beast,  by  them  set  on. 
At  him  began  aloud  to  barke  and  bay 
With  bitter  rage  and  fell  contention , 
That  all  the  woods  and  rockes  nigh  to  that  way 
Bonn  to  quake  and  tremble  widi  dismay , 
And  all  the  aire  rebellowed  againe; 
So  dreadfully  his  hundred  tongues  did  bny : 
And  evermore  those  hags  themselves  did  paine 
To  sharpen  bim,  and  their  owne  cursed  tonga  did 
Btraine. 

xui 

And,  still  among,  most  bitter  wgrdes  they  spake. 
Most  shamefull,  most  unrighteous,  most  nntrew. 
That  they  the  mildest  man  alive  would  make 
Forget  his  patience,  and  yeeld  venMaunce  dew 
To  her,  that  so  false  sdaunders  at  nim  threw : 
And  more  to  make  them  pierce  and  wound  more 

deepe, 
She,  witn  the  sting  wbich  in  her  vile  tongue  grew 
Did  sharpen  them,  and  in  fresh  poyson  steepe . 
Yet  he  past  on,  and  seem*dof  them  to  take  nc 

keepe. 


xuii. 
But  Talus,  hearing  her  so  lewdly  raile 
And  apeake  so  ill  of  bim  that  well  deserved. 
Would  her  hare  ehistia'd  with  his  yron  flaile. 
If  her  Sir  Artenll  had  not  preserved. 
And  him  forbiaden,  who  his  beast  observed : 
So  much  the  mora  at  him  still  did  she  acold. 
And  stones  did  cast ;  yet  he  for  nought  would  swerve 
From  his  right  course,  but  still  the  way  did  hold 
To  Faerie  court ;  where  what  him  bll  shall  else  be 
told. 
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I. 


Thx  wmies,  through  which  my  weaiy  steps  I  guyde 
la  this  delightful  lend  of  Faery, 
Are  so  exceeding  spacious  and  wyde, 
And  qninckled  with  such  sweet  variety 
Of  an  that  pleasant  is  to  ears  or  eye, 
That  I,  nigh  rarisht  with  rare  thoughts  delight. 
My  tedious  trayell  doe  forget  thereby  ; 
And,  when  I  gin  to  feele  (fecay  of  might. 
It  Btren^  to  me  supplies  and  chears  my  dulled 
spnght. 


n. 


Such  secret  oomlbrt  snd  such  hearenlie  pleasures, 

Ye  sscred  imps,  that  on  Pamasso  dwell, 

And  there  the  keeping  have  of  learnings  threasures 

Which  doe  all  worldly  riches  fiure  ezcell, 

Into  the  mindes  of  mortsll  men  doe  well. 

And  goodly  fury  into  them  infuse ; 

GoyM  ye  my  rooting,  snd  conduct  me  well 

In  these  stninge  waies  where  never  foote  did  use, 

Me  none  can  find  hut  who  was  taught  them  by  the 


III. 

Revelfl  to  me  the  sacred  nouraery 

Of  vertue,  which  with  you  dodi  there  remaine. 

Where  it  in  silver  howre  does  hidden  ly 

From  view  of  men  and  wicked  worlds  disdaine ; 

Sine*  it  at  first  was  by  the  goda  with  peine 

Planted  in  earth,  being  deriv'd  at  furst 

From  heayenly  seedes  of  bounty  soveraine. 

And  by  them  long  with  careful!  labour  nurtt. 

Till  it  to  ripeoesse  grew,  and  forth  to  honour  burst. 


IT. 


Amongst  them  all  growes  not  a  (airer  ilowre 
Tlien  18  the  bloosme  of  comely  courtesie  ; 
Which  though  it  on  a  lowly  stalke  doe  bowre. 
Yet  brancheth  forth  in  brave  nobilitie. 
And  spreds  itselfe  through  all  civilitie : 
Of  which  though  present  a^  doe  plenteous  seeme. 
Yet,  being  matcbt  with  plame  antiquitie. 
Ye  will  them  all  but  fayned  showes  esteeme. 
Which  oany  colours  fairs  that  feeble  eies  misdeeme 


T. 


But,  in  the  trisU  of  true  curtesie, 
Its  now  so  farre  from  that  which  then  it  was, 
That  it  indeed  is  nought  but  forgcrie, 
Fashioned  to  please  the  eies  of  them  that  pas, 
Which  see  not  perfect  things  but  in  a  gins : 
Yet  is  that  glasse  so  gay  that  it  can  bljnd 
The  wisest  sight,  to  Uiinke  ^old  that  is  bras : 
But  vertues  seat  is  deepe  within  the  mynd, 
And  not  in  outward  shows  but  inward  thoughts  de* 
fynd. 


VL 


But  where  shall  I  in  all  antiquity 

So  fairs  a  patteme  finde,  where  may  be  sesne 

The  goodly  praise  of  princely  curtesie, 

As  in  yourselfe,  O  soveraine  lad^  queene  1 

In  whose  pure  minde,  as  in  a  mirrour  sbeene, 

It  showes,  and  with  her  brightnesse  doth  inflame 

llie  eyes  of  all  which  thereon  fixed  beene ; 

But  meriteth  indeede  an  higher  name  : 

Yet  so  from  low  to  high,  uplifted  is  your  name. 


yu« 


Then  pardon  me,  most  dresded  soveraine, 
That  from  yourselfe  I  doe  this  vertue  bring, 
And  to  yourselfe  doe  it  returne  againe ; 
80  from  the  ocean  all  rivers  spring. 
And  tribute  backe  repay  as  to  their  king : 
Right  so  from  you  all  goodly  vertues  well 
Into  the  rest  which  round  about  you  ring, 
Faire  lords  and  ladies  which  about  you  dwell. 
And  doe  adome  your  court  where  courtesies  excell. 
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CANlt)  I. 

Calidore  sares  from  Maleffort 

A  danuEdU  used  rylde : 
Doth  TinqiiiBh  Crndor ;  and  doth  make 

Bxiana  woze  more  mylde. 


Or  ooart,  it  seemes,  men  eourtesie  doe  call. 
For  that  it  there  most  uaeth  to  abound ; 
And  well  beeeemeth  that  in  princes  ball 
That  rertne  should  be  plentifully  found. 
Which  of  iJl  goodly  manners  is  the  ground. 
And  roote  of  civill  conrersation : 
Right  so  in  &ety  court  it  did  redoond. 
Where  ourtsoos  knights  and  ladies  most  did  won 
Of  all  on  earth,  and  made  a  matchlesae  paragon. 


But  mongst  them  all  was  none  more  courteous  knight 

Then  CaOdore,  beloved  over  all : 

In  whom  it  seemes  that  g^tleneese  of  spright 

And  mannera  mylde  were  planted  naturaU ; 

To  which  he  adding  comely  guize  witfaall 

And  gracious  speaoi.  did  Btale  mens  hearts  away ! 

Nathlesae  thereto  he  was  full  stoot  and  tall. 

And  well  appror'd  in  batteilous  affraj^. 

That  him  did  much  lenowme,  and  £u:  his  fame  display. 


Ne  was  there  knight  ne  was  there  lady  found 
In  fiierie  court,  but  him  did  deare  embrace 
For  his  faire  usage  and  conditions  sound, 
llie  which  in  all  mens  liking  gayned  place, 
And  with  the  greatest  purchsst  greatest  grace; 
Which  he  could  wisely  use,  and  well  apply. 
To  please  the  best,  and  th*  eriU  to  embase  : 
For  be  leathd  leasing  and  ba»e  flattery, 
And  lored  simple  trnth  and  stedfast  bonesty. 


rr. 

And  now  he  was  in  trarell  on  his  way, 

Uppon  an  hard  adrenture  sore  bested, 

whenss  by  chaunce  he  met  uppon  a  day 

With  ArtegaU,  returning  yet  halfe  sad 

From  his  late  conquest  woicb  be  gotten  had : 

Who  whenas  each  of  other  had  a  sight, 

Tbey  knew  themselves,  and  both  their  persons  rad : 

When  Calidore  thus  first ;  "  haile,  noblest  knight 

Of  all  this  day  on  ground  that  breatben  living  spright* 


"  Vow  tell,  if  please  you,  of  the  good  successe 

Which  ye  haye  bad  in  your  late  enterprize." 

1  o  whom  Sir  ArtegaU  gan  to  ezprease 

His  whole  exploite  and  Talorous  emprise. 

In  order  as  it  did  to  him  arise. 

*'  Now,  happy  man,"  said  then  Sir  Calidore, 

"  Which  haye,  so  goodly  as  ye  can  derise, 

Atchier'd  so  hard  a  quest,  as  few  before ; 

That  shall  you  most  renowmed  make  for  evermore. 


▼X. 


tt 


But  where  ye  ended  hare,  now  I  -_„_ 
To  tread  an  eodlease  trace ;  withonten  gnyde 
Or  good  direction  how  to  enter  in. 
Or  how  to  issue  forth  in  waies  untryde. 
In  perib  strange,  in  laboura  long  and  wide  ; 
In  which  although  good  fortune  me  befall. 
Yet  ahall  it  not  by  none  be  testifyd<^" 
"  What  is  that  queat."  quoth  then  Sir  ArtegalU 
"  That  you  into  such  perils  piesently  doth  call  7** 


vn. 


"  The  blattant  beast,"  quoth  he,  '*I  doe  nursew. 

And  through  the  world  incessantly  doe  cnase. 

Till  I  him  oreitake,  or  else  subdew  : 

Yet  know  I  not  or  how  or  in  what  plaee 

To  find  bun  out,  yet  still  I  forward  tzaoe." 

"  What  is  that  blattant  beast  thent**  he  replideu 

"  It  is  a  monster  bred  of  hellishe  race," 

Thai  answered  he,  "  which  often  hath  annovd 

Good  knights  and  ladies  true,  and  many  else  deetroyd. 


nil. 

"  Of  Cerberus  whilome  he  was  begot 

And  fell  Chimera,  in  her  daikesome  den. 

Through  fowle  commixture  of  his  filthy  blot ; 

Where  he  was  fostred  long  in  Stygisn  fen. 

Till  he  to  perfect  ripeuesse  grew ;  and  then 

Into  this  wicked  world  he  forth  was  sent 

To  be  the  plague  and  scourge  of  wretched  men : 

Whom  widi  yfle  tongue  and  yenemous  intent 

He  sore  doth  wound,  and  bite,  and  cruelly  torment." 


iz. 

"  Then,  smce  the  Sdyage  Island  I  did  leaye," 

Sayd  ArtegaU,  •'  I  auch  a  beast  did  see. 

The  which  did  seeme  a  thousand  tongues  to  hare. 

That  all  in  spight  and  malice  did  agree. 

With  which  he  bayd  and  loudly  barkt  at  mee. 

As  if  that  he  attonce  would  me  deyoure : 

But  I,  that  knew  myselfe  from  periU  free. 

Did  nought  regard  nis  maUoe  nor  his  powi^ ; 

But  he  the  more  his  wicked  poyson  forth  did  pMure. 


"  Thst  surely  is  that  beast,"  saide  Calidore. 
"  Which  I  pursue,  of  whom  I  am  right  glad 
To  heare  these  tidings  which  of  none  afore 
Through  all  my  weary  trayeU  I  haye  had : 
Yet  now  some  hope  your  worda  unto  me  add." 
"  Now  God  you  speed,"  quoth  then  Sir  ArtegaU, 
"  And  keepe  your  oody  firam  the  daunser  diad  ; 
For  ye  have  much  adoe  to  deale  withaU  I" 
So  both  tooke  goodly  leare,  and  puled  seyeraU. 


CAtfTO  1.] 
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XX. 

Sir  Calidore  tbenoe  trayelled  not  long, 
Whenas  by  ehaanee  a  comely  squire  he  found, 
That  thorough  some  more  mighty  enemies  wrong 
Both  hand  and  foote  unto  a  tree  was  bound  ; 
Wbo,  seeinff  him  from  farre,  with  piteous  sound 
Of  his  shrill  cries  him  called  to  his  aide : 
To  whom  approchine,  in  that  paincfull  stound 
When  he  him  saw,  tor  no  demannds  he  staide, 
fiat  first  him  loade,  and  afterwards  thus  to  him  said ; 


SIX. 

"  Unhappy  squire,  what  hard  mishap  thee  brought 
Into  this  bay  of  perill  and  disgrace  ? 
What  cmell  hana  thy  wretched  thnildome  wrought, 
And  thee  captyred  m  this  shamefuU  place  1" 
To  whom  he  answi^red  thus ;  "  My  haplesse  case 
Is  not  oeeasiond  through  my  misdesert. 
But  through  misfortune,  which  did  me  abase 
Unto  this  shsme,  and  my  young  hope  subvert, 
Ere  that  I  in  her  guilefull  tnunes  was  well  expert. 

zni. 

*  Not  farre  from  hence,  nppon  yond  rocky  hill, 
Hard  by  a  straight  there  stands  a  castle  strong, 
Which  doth  observe  a  custome  lewd  and  ill. 
And  it  hath  long  mayntaind  with  mighty  wrong : 
For  may  no  knight  nor  lady  passe  along 
That  way,  (and  yet  thev  neods  must  passe  that  way, 
By  reason  of  the  streignt,  and  rocks  among,) 
But  they  that  ladies  lockes  doe  share  away, 
And  that  knights  beird,  for  toU  which  they  for  pas- 
sage pay." 

XXT. 

*  A  shsmefull  use  as  vrer  I  did  heare," 
ftayd  Calidore,  '*  and  to  be  orerthrowne. 
But  bv  what  meanes  did  they  at  first  it  reare. 
And  for  what  cause  t  tell  if  thou  have  it  knowne." 
9a)rd  then  that  squire ;    "  The  lady,  which  doth 
This  castle,  is  by  name  Briana  bight ;  [owne 

Then  which  a  proudw  lady  liveth  none : 
She  long  time  bath  deare  lov'd  a  doughty  knight. 
And  sought  to  win  his  love  by  sU  the  meanes  she 
might* 

XV. 

"  His  name  is  Cmdor ;  who,  through  high  disdains 

And  proud  despight  of  his  selfe-pleasing  mynd, 

Reinsed  hath  to  yeeld  her  love  againe, 

UnfiU  a  mantle  she  for  him  doe  fynd, 

With  beards  of  knights  and  locks  of  ladies  lynd  i 

Which  to  provide,  she  hath  this  castle  dight, 

And  therein  hath  a  seneschall  assjrnd, 

Cald  ftfalefibrt,  a  msn  of  mickle  might. 

Who  executes  her  wicked  will  with  worse  despight. 

xvx, 

*?  He»  this  same  day  as  I  that  way  did  come 

With  a  faire  damsell  my  beloved  deare, 

io  •xMutico  of  her  lawlesse  doome 

I)id  set  upon  us  flying  both  for  feare ; 

For  little  bootee  sgainst  him  hand  to  reare: 

Me  first  be  tooke  nnhable  to  withstond. 

And  whiles  he  her  pursued  every  where. 

Tin  hia  reCnme  unto  this  tree  he  bond  ; 

Xe  wots  1  surely  whether  he  her  vet  have  fond." 


xvir. 


Thus  whiles  they  spake  they  heard  a  niefull  shrieke 
Of  one  loud  crying,  which  they  streiehtway  ghest 
That  it  was'  she  the  which  for  heipe  did  seeke. 
Tho,  looking  up  unto  the  cry  to  lest, 
I'hey  saw  that  carle  from  fkrre  with  hand  unblest 
Hayline  that  mayden  by  the  yellow  heare, 
That  all  her  garments  frcm  her  snowy  brest. 
And  from  her  head  her  lockes  he  nigh  did  teare, 
Ne  would  he  spare  for  pitty,  nor  refraine  for  feare. 


xyiii. 

Which  haynous  sight  when  Calidore  beheld, 
Eftsoones  he  loosdthat  squire,  and  so  him  left 
With  hearts  dismay  and  inward  dolour  queld. 
For  to  pussue  that  villaine ,  which  had  reft 
That  piteous  spoile  by  so  iniurious  theft : 
Whom  overtaking,  loude  to  him  he  -cryde ; 
"  Leave,  frytor,  quickely  that  misgotten  weft 
To  him  thai  hath  it  better  instifyde. 
And  tume  thee  soone  to  him  ot  whom  thou  art  de- 
fyde." 

XIX. 

Wlio,  hesrkning  to  that  voice,  himselfe  upreard. 

And,  seeing  him  so  fiercely  towardes  make. 

Against  him  stoutly  ran,  as  nought  afeard. 

But  rather  more  enrag'd  for  those  words  sake ; 

And  with  steme  count'naunce  thus  unto  him  spake ; 

"  Art  thou  the  caytive  that  defyest  me. 

And  for  this  mayd,  whose  party  thou  doest  take. 

Wilt  give  thy  beard,  though  it  but  little  beel 

Yet  shall  it  not  her  lockes  for  raunsome  fro  me  free." 


zx. 

With  that  he  fiercely  at  him  flew,  and  layd 
On  hideous  strokes  with  most  importune  might. 
That  oft  he  made  him  stsgger  as  unstayd, 
And  oft  recuUe  to  shunne  his  sharpe  despight : 
But  Calidore,  that  was  well  skild  in  fight. 
Him  long  forbore,  and  still  his  spirite  spar'd. 
Lying  in  waite  how  him  be  damadge  might : 
But  when  he  felt  him  ahrinke,  and  come  to  ward. 
He  greater  grew,  and  gan  to  drive  at  him  more  hud 

XXI. 

Like  as  a  water-atreame,  whose  swelling  sourae 
Shall  drive  a  mill,  within  strong  bancks  is  pent* 
And  long  restrayned  of  his  rea<^  course; 
So  soone  as  passage  is  unto  him  lent, 
Breakes  forth,  and  makes  his  way  mors  riolent; 
Such  was  the  furv  of  Sir  Calidore : 
When  once  he  felt  his  foe-man  to  relent. 
He  fiercely  him  pursu'd,  and  pressed  sore ; 
Who  as  he  still  decayd,  so  he  enci«ased  more. 

xxn. 

The  heavy  burden  of  whose  dreadfoll  nught 

Whenas  the  carle  no  longer  oould  sustaine. 

His  heart  gan  faint,  and  streight  be  tooke  his  flight 

Toward  the  castle,  where,  if  need  constraine. 

His  hope  of  refuge  used  to  remaine : 

Whom  Calidore  perceiving  fast  to  flie. 

He  him  pursu'd  and  chaced  through  the  ploine. 

That  he  for  dread  of  death  gan  loude  to  cne 

Unto  the  ward  to  open  to  bun  hastilia. 


xzin. 

They,  from  the  wall  him  aeein^  so  aghast. 
The  gate  aoone  opened  to  recei?e  him  in ; 
But  Calidore  did  follow  him  so  fast, 
That  eTen  in  the  porch  he  him  did  win. 
And  cleft  his  head  asunder  to  his  chin : 
The  carkasse  tumbling  downe  within  the  dors 
Did  choke  the  entraunce  with  a  lumpe  of  sin, 
IliRt  it  could  not  be  shut ;  whitest  Calidore 
Did  enter  in,  and  slew  the  porter  on  the  flora. 

xxxr. 

With  thst  the  rest  the  which  the  castle  kept 

About  him  flockt,  and  hard  at  him  did  lay ; 

But  he  them  all  from  him  full  lightly  swept, 

As  doth  a  steare,  in  heat  of  sommers  day. 

With  his  long  taile  the  bryzes  brush  away. 

Thence  passing  forth  into  the  hall  he  came, 

Where  of  the  lady  selfe  in  sad  dismay 

He  was  ymett,  who  with  uncomely  shame 

Gan  him  salute,  and  fowle  upbrayd  with  faulty  blame : 

XTV. 

'<  False  traytor  knight,"  said  she,  "  no  knight  at  all. 
But  scome  of  armes !  that  hast  with  guilty  hand 
Murdered  my  men,  and  slaine  my  seneschall ; 
Now  comest  thou  to  rob  my  house  unmand. 
And  spoils  myselfe,  that  cannot  thee  withstand  ? 
Vet  doubt  thou  not,  but  that  some  better  knight 
Then  thou,  that  shall  thy  treason  understand. 
Will  it  nrenge,  and  pay  thee  with  thy  right : 
And  if  none  do,  yet  shame  shall  thee  wiUi  shame  re- 
quight," 
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Much  was  the  knight  abashed  at  that  word ; 
Yet  anawer'd  thua ;  "  Not  unto  me  the  shame, 
But  to  the  shamefiill  doer  it  afford. 
Bloud  is  no  blemish ;  for  it  is  no  blame 
To  punish  those  that  doe  deserve  the  same ; 
But  they  that  breake  bands  of  cirilitie. 
And  wicked  customes  make,  those  doe  defame 
Both  noble  armea  and  gentle  curtesie : 
No  greater  shame  to  man  then  inhumanitie. 

xxriu 

**  Then  doe  yourselfe,  for  dread  of  shame,  forgoe 
lliis  STill  manner  which  ye  here  maintaine. 
And  doe  instead  thereof  mild  curt*aie  ahowe 
To  all  that  passe :  that  shall  you  glory  gains 
More  then  ina  love,  which  thua  ye  seeke  t'obtaine.** 
Wlierttwitli  all  full  of  wrath  she  thus  replyde ; 
*'  N'ile  recreant  I  know  that  I  doe  much  disdaine 
Thy  courteous  lore,  that  doest  my  love  deride, 
Who  scorn es  thy  ydle  scoffe,  and  bids  thee  be  de- 
fyde." 

XXVIII. 

**  To  take  defiaunce  at  a  ladies  word," 
Quoth  be,  **  1  hold  it  no  indiniity ; 
But  were  he  here,  that  would  it  with  his  sword 
A  bctt,  perhaps  he  mote  it  deare  aby."  [fly 

"  Cowherd,*' quoth  she, "  were  not  that  thou  wouldst 
Kr«  lie  doe  come,  he  should  be  soone  in  place.*' 
"  If  I  doe  so,'*  sayd  he.  "  then  liberty 
I  leave  to  vou  for  aye  me  to  disgrace 
With  all  toose  shames,  that  erst  ye  spake  me  to  de- 
face." 


XXIX. 


With  that  a  dwarfe  she  cald  to  her  in  hast. 

And  taking  from  her  hand  a  ring  of  goold 

(A  privy  token  which  betweene  them  past) 

Bad  him  to  flie  with  all  the  speed  he  could 

To  Crudor ;  and  desire  him  that  he  would 

Vouchsafe  to  reskue  her  against  a  knight. 

Who  through  strong  powre  had  now  herself  in  hould, 

Having  late  slaine  her  seneschall  in  fight. 

And  aU  her  people  murdred  with  oatragions  might: 


The  dwarfe  his  way  did  hast,  and  went  all  night : 

But  Calidore  did  with  her  there  abyde 

The  comming  of  that  so  much  threiatned  knieht ; 

Where  that  diseourteoos  dame  with  sconiiiU  ptyde 

And  fowle  entreaty  him  tndignifyde. 

That  yron  heart  it  hardly  could  snstatne : 

Yet  he,  that  could  his  wrath  AiU  wisely  gnyde, 

Did  well  endure  her  womanish  disdaine, 

And  did  himacOfe  from  froile  impetienGe  refraine. 
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The  morrow  next,  before  the  lampe  of  light 

Above  the  earth  upreard  his  flaming  head, 

The  dwarfe,  which  bore  that  message  to  her  knight. 

Brought  aunswere  backe,  that  ere  he  tasted  bread 

He  would  her  succour,  and  alive  or  dead 

Her  foe  deliver  up  into  her  hand : 

Therefore  he  wiKd  her  doe  away  all  dreod ; 

And,  that  of  him  ahe  mote  assured  stand. 

He  sent  to  her  his  basenet  as  a  fidthfiiU  band. 
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Thereof  full  blyth  the  My  streight  beeame. 
And  gan  t'  augment  her  bittemesse  much  more : 
Yet  no  whit  more  appalled  for  the  same, 
Ne  ought  dismayed  was  Sir  Calidore ; 
But  rather  did  more  ehearefuU  aeeme  therefore : 
And,  having  soone  his  armes  about  him  dight. 
Did  issue  forth  to  meete  his  foe  afore ; 
Where  long  he  stayed  not,  whenas  a  knight 
He  spide  come  pricking  on  with  all  his  powre  and 
might 

xxxni. 

Well  weend  he  streight  that  he  ahould  be  the  same 
Which  tooke  in  hand  her  quarrell  to  maintaine , 
Ne  stayd  to  aake  if  it  were  he  by  name. 
But  coucht  his  speare,  and  ran  at  him  amaine. 
They  bene  iinett  in  middeat  of  the  plaine 
With  so  foil  friry  and  desniteotts  forse. 
That  neither  could  the  otWs  stroke  tastaine, 
But  rudely  rowld  to  ground  both  man  and  horae. 
Neither  of  other  taking  pitty  nor  remorse. 

zxxnr. 

But  Calidore  uprose  againe  foil  light. 

Whiles  yet  his  foe  lay  font  in  aenoelesse  eonnd , 

Yet  would  he  not  him  hurt  although  he  might : 

For  ahame  he  weend  a  sleeping  wight  to  wound. 

But  when  Briana  saw  that  dreiy  stoond. 

There  where  ahe  atood  uppon  the  oastle  wall. 

She  deem*d  him  sure  to  have  bene  dead  on  grmmd  j 

And  made  such  piteous  mouning  therewitliall. 

That  from  tlie  battlementa  ahe  reMy  sr«uB*d  to  foil. 
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NatUeaae  st  length  himselfe  he  did  upreare 

III  lastlesse  wise ;  as  if  aeainethis  will. 

Ere  he  had  slept  his  fill,  he  wdcened  were. 

And  gan  to  stretch  his  limhs;  which  feeling  ill 

Of  his  late  fall,  awhile  he  rested  still : 

But,  when  he  saw  his  foe  hefore  in  vew, 

He  shooke  off  loaldshnesse ;  and,  courage  chill 

Kindling  afresh,  gan  hattell  to  renew. 

To  pro^e  if  hotter  footethen  horsebacke  would  ensew. 

zzxvx. 

There  then  began  a  fearefuU  cruell  fray 

Betwixt  them  two  for  maystery  of  might : 

For  both  were  wondrous  praoticke  in  that  play. 

And  passing  well  expert  in  single  fi^ht. 

And  both  inilam'd  with  furious  despight ; 

Which  as  it  still  enoreast,  so  still  increast 

Their  cmell  strokes  and  terrible  affright ; 

Ne  once  for  ruth  their  rigour  they  releast, 

Ne  once  to  breath  awhile  their  angers  tempest  ceast. 
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Thus  long  they  tno*d  and  trarerst  to  and  fro, 
And  tryde  all  waies  how  each  mote  entrance  make 
Into  the  life  of  his  malignant  foe ; 
They  hew'd  their  helmes,  and  plates  asunder  brake, 
As  uiey  had  potshares  bene ;  for  nought  mote  slake 
Their  greedy  veneeaunces  but  goary  blood  ; 
That  at  the  last  like  to  a  purple  lake 
Of  bloudy  gore  congeal'd  about  them  stood, 
Which  from  their  riyen  sides  forth  gpished  like  a 
flood, 
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At  length  it  chaunst  that  both  their  hands  on  hie 
At  once  did  hesTe  with  all  their  powre  and  might. 
Thinking  the  utmost  of  their  force  to  trie. 
And  prove  the  finall  fortune  of  the  fight ; 
But  Ualidore,  that  was  more  quicke  of  sight 
And  nimbler-handed  then  his  enemie. 
Prevented  him  before  his  stroke  could  light, 
And  on  the  helmet  smote  him  formerlie, 
lliat  made  him  stonpe  to  ground  with  meeke  humi- 
litis: 


And,  ere  he  could  recoyer  foote  againe. 
He  following  that  faire  adrantage  fast 
His  stroke  redoubled  with  such  might  and  maine. 
That  him  upon  the  ground  he  groveling  cast ; 
And  leaping  to  him  light  would  have  unlast 
His  helme,  to  make  unto  his  vengeance  way : 
Who,  seeing  in  what  daunger  he  was  plast, 
Cryde  out ;  "  Ah  mercie,  sir !  doe  me  not  slay, 
But  save  my  life,  which  lot  before  your  foot  doth  lay." 

With  that  his  mortall  hand  awhile  he  stayd ; 
And,  having  somewhat  calm'd  his  wiathfuU  heat 
With  goodly  patience,  thus  he  to  him  sayd; 
"  And  is  Uie  boast  of  that  proud  ladies  threat. 
That  menaced  me  from  the  field  to  beat, 
Now  brought  to  this?  Bv  this  now  may  ye  leame 
Strangers  no  more  so  ruaely  to  entreat: 
But  put  away  proud  looke  and  usage  Sterne, 
l*he  which  shal  nought  to  you  but  foule  dishono. 
yMmeh 
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"  For  nothing  is  more  blamefull  to  a  kniffht. 
That  court'sie  doth  as  well  as  armes  proiesse. 
However  strong  and  fortunate  in  fight. 
Then  the  reproch  of  pride  and  cru^esse : 
In  vain  he  seeketh  others  to  suppresse. 
Who  hath  not  leamd  himselfe  first  to  subdew  i 
All  flesh  is  fniyle  and  full  of  ficklenesse, 
Subiect  to  fortunes  chance,  still  chaunging  new , 
What  haps  to  day  to  me  to  morrow  may  to  you. 
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"  Who  will  not  mercie  unto  others  shew. 
How  can  he  mercy  ever  hope  to  have  Y 
To  pay  each  with  his  owne  is  right  and  dew : 
Yet  since  ye  mercie  now  doe  need  to  crave, 
I  will  it  graunt,  your  hopelesse  life  to  save, 
With  these  conditions  which  I  will  propound : 
First,  that  ye  better  shall  yourselfe  behave 
Unto  all  enrant  knights,  whereso  on  ground ; 
Next,  that  ye  ladies  ayde  in  every  stead  and  stound. 
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The  wretched  man,  that  all  this  while  did  dwell 

In  dread  of  death,  his  beasts  did  gladly  heare. 

And  promist  to  perfonne  his  precept  well. 

And  whatsoever  else  he  would  requere. 

So,  suffring  him  to  rise,  he  made  him  sweare 

By  his  owne  sword,  and  by  the  crosse  thereon. 

To  take  Briana  for  his  loving  fere 

Withouten  dowre  or  composition : 

But  to  release  his  former  foule  condition. 
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All  which  accepting,  and  with  faithfuU  oth 

Bynding  himselfe  most  firmely  to  obey. 

He  up  arose,  however  liefe  oi  loth, 

And  swore  to  him  true  fealtie  for  aye. 

Then  forth  he  cald  from  sorrowful!  dismay 

The  sad  Briana  which  all  this  beheld ; 

Who  comming  forth  yet  full  of  late  afiray 

Sir  Calidore  upcheard,  and  to  her  teld 

All  this  accord  to  which  he  Cruder  had  compeld. 

XLV. 

Whereof  she  now  more  glad  than  sory  earst. 

All  overcome  with  infinite  affect 

For  his  exceeding  courtesie,  tliat  pearst 

Her  stubbome  hart  with  inward  deepe  effect. 

Before  his  feet  herselfb  she  did  proiect ; 

And  him  adoring  as  her  lives  deare  lord. 

With  all  due  thankes  and  dutiful]  respect, 

Herselfe  acktkowledg'd  bound  for  that  accord. 

By  which  he  hAd  to  her  both  life  and  love  restord. 
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So  all  returning  to  the  castle  glad, 
Most  ioyfully  she  them  did  entertaine ; 
Where  goodly  glee  and  feast  to  them  she  made. 
To  shew  her  thankefull  mind  and  meaning  faine, 
By  aU  the  meanes  she  mote  it  best  explaine 
And,  after  all,  unto  Sir  Calidore 
She  freely  gave  that  castle  for  his  peine, 
And  herselfe  bound  to  him  for  evermore ; 
So  wondrously  now  chaung'd  firom  that  she  was 
afore. 


XL  VII. 

Bat  Cdidore  bimielfe  would  not  retaine 
Nor  land  nor  fee  for  byre  of  bii  good  deede. 
But  gave  tbem  stieigbt  unto  tbat  aquire  againe, 
Wbom  from  ber  seneacball  be  latel3r  freed. 
And  to  bia  damaell,  aa  tbeir  rigbtfull  meed 
For  recompenoe  of  all  tbetr  former  wrong : 
There  he  remaind  with  tbem  right  well  ag^reed, 
Till  of  bia  woonda  be  wexed  bole  and  strong ; 
And  then  to  bia  firat  queat  be  paaied  forth  dong. 


CANTO  II. 


Calidore  aeea  young  Triatram  alay 
A  proud  diaoonrteoua  knight : 

He  makea  him  aquire,  and  of  him  leamta 
Hia  atate  and  preaont  plight. 


Whaf  vertne  ia  ao  fitting  for  a  knirbt. 

Or  for  a  ladie  whom  a  knight  abouid  love, 

Aa  cnrtesie ;  to  baare  tbemaelvea  aright 

1  o  all  of  each  degree  aa  doth  behove! 

For  whether  they  be  placed  high  above 

Or  low  beneath,  yet  ought  tbe^  well  to  know 

1'beir  good  ;  that  none  them  ngbtly  may  reprove 

Of  nideneaae  for  not  yeeldinff  what  they  owe : 

Ciraat  akill  it  ia  luob  dutiea  timely  to  beatow. 
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Tbareto  great  beipe  dame  Nature  aelfe  doth  lend : 
For  lome  lo  goodly  gratioua  are  by  kind, 
I'bat  every  action  doth  tbem  much  commend, 
And  in  the  eyea  of  men  great  liking  find  ; 
Which  otbera  tbat  have  greater  akul  in  mind. 
Though  tliev  enforce  tbemtelvea,  cannot  attaine : 
For  averie  tiling,  to  which  one  ia  indin'd. 
Doth  beat  become  and  greateat  grace  doth  inine  : 
Yet  praiM  Ukawiaa  daierve  good  tbewea  enforst  with 
painet 
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Tbat  wall  in  oourteoni  Calidore  appearaa ; 
W'hoae  everie  act  and  deed,  tbat  he  did  say, 
Waa  like  enchantment,  that  through  both  the  eyea 
And  both  the  earei  did  Steele  the  bart  away. 
He  now  againe  is  on  bia  former  way 
To  follow  bia  firat  Qveat,  whenas  be  apyde 
A  tall  young  man,  irom  thence  not  farre  away. 
Fighting  on  foot,  as  well  he  him  descryde. 
Against  an  armed  knight  tbat  did  on  boraebacke  lyde* 

IT. 

And  tbem  beside  a  ladie  faire  be  saw 
Standing  alone  on  foote  in  foule  array ; 
To  wbom  himselfe  be  hastily  did  draw 
To  weet  the  cause  of  ao  uncomely  fray. 
And  to  depart  tbem,  if  ao  be  be  may  : 
But,  era  be  came  in  place,  tbat  youth  bad  kild 
Tbat  armed  knight,  that  low  on  ground  be  lay ; 
Which  when  he  saw,  bis  bart  waa  inly  child 
With  great  wmawmtn*!  tnd  bia  thought  with  won- 
der fildr 


Him  BtedfiMtly  be  markt,  and  saw  to  bee 

A  goodly  youth  of  amiable  grace. 

Yet  but  a  alender  alip,  that  scarae  did  aee 

Yet  aeventeene  yesrea,  but  tall  and  faire  of  face. 

That  aura  he  deem'd  him  borne  of  noUe  race : 

All  in  a  woodmana  iaoket  he  waa  clad 

Of  lincolne  greene,  belayd  with  ailver  lace ; 

And  on  bia  bead  an  hood  with  agleta  aprad. 

And  by  hia  aide  bia  huntera  borne  be  banging  had* 


VI. 

Buakina  be  woia  of  coatlieat  cordwayne, 
Pinckt  upon  gold,  and  paled  part  per  part, 
Aa  then  ue  guiae  waa  for  eacn  gentle  awayne : 
In  bia  right  band  be  held  a  trembling  dart. 
Whose  leUow  be  before  bad  aent  apart ; 
And  in  Ida  left  be  held  a  ahaipe  bore-apeare. 
With  which  be  wont  to  launch  the  aalvage  bart 
Of  many  a  lyon  and  of  many  a  beare, 
Tbat  first  unto  hia  band  in  obaae  did  happen  neare. 

▼II. 

Wbom  CaHdore  awbQe  well  having  vewed. 

At  length  bespeke ;  '*  what  meanea  this,  gentle  awaxne  * 

Why  bath  thy  hand  too  bold  itaelfe  embrewed 

In  blood  of  Imight,  the  which  by  thee  ia  alaine. 

By  thee  no  knight ;  which  armea  impugnetb  plaine  1" 

"  Certea,"  aaid  he,  "  loth  were  I  to  have  broken 

The  law  of  armea  ;  yet  bieake  it  abouid  againe. 

Rather  then  let  myaelfis  of  wight  be  stzoken. 

So  long  aa  tbeae  two  armea  were  able  to  be  wroken. 

vm. 

"  For  not  I  bim,  aa  tbia  bia  ladie  here 
May  witneaae  well,  did  ofier  firat  to  wrong, 
Ne  surely  thua  unarm'd  I  likely  were  ; 
But  be  me  firat  through  pride  and  puiaaance  atrong 
Aasayld,  not  knowing  what  to  armea  doth  long." 
*'  Perdie  great  blame,'*  then  said  Sir  Calidore, 
'  *  For  armed  knight  a  wight  unarm'd  to  wrong  t 
But  then  aread,  thou  gentle  cbyld,  wherefore 
Betwixt  you  two  began  this  atnfe  and  iteme  uprorsL 
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"  Thai  Bball  I  sooth,"  and  he,  '*  to  you  declare. 

I,  wbose  tinijper  yeares  aro  yet  unfit 

For  things  of  weigot  or  worke  of  greater  care. 

Doe  apend  xny  dayes  and  bend  my  carelease  wit 

To  aalrage  cnace,  where  I  thereon  maj  hit 

In  all  thifl  fi»rrest  and  wyld  woodie  rame ; 

Where,  as  this  day  I  was  enraunging  it, 

I  cluuasst  to  meete  this  Imight  who  uere  lyes  slaine. 

Together  with  this  ladie,  passing  on  the  plaine. 


X. 


"  The  knight,  as  ye  did  see,  on  horsebocke  was. 
And  this  his  Isdie,  that  him  ill  became. 
On  her  fidre  feet  by  his  horse-side  did  pas 
Throagh  thicke  and  thin,  unfit  for  any  dame : 
Yet  not  content,  more  to  increase  his  shame, 
Whe&so  she  kigged,  as  shoe  needs  mote  so. 
He  with  his  speare  hhnt  was  to  him  great  blame) 
Would  thmnpe  her  forward  and  inforoe  to  goe. 
Weeping  to  him  in  raine  and  making  piteous  woe. 

^^  Which  when  I  saw,  as  they  me  passed  by. 
Much  was  I  moved  in  indignant  mind, 
And  gwi  to  blame  him  for  such  cruelty 
Towvds  a  ladie,  whom  with  nssffe  kind 
He  lether  should  have  taken  up  behind. 
Wherewith  he  wroth  and  full  of  proud  disdaine 
Tooke  in  ibule  scome  that  I  such  fault  did  find, 
And  me  in  lieu  thereof  revil'd  againe, 
Threatning  to  chAstixe  me,  as  doui  t'  achy  Id  pertaine. 

xn. 

"  Which  I  DO  lease  disdayning,  backe  returned 
Hia  scomefiiU  taunts  unto  his  teeth  againe, 
That  he  straightway  with  hanghtie  choler  burned, 
And  with  his  speare  stiooke  me  one  stroke  or  twaine ; 
Which  I,  enforst  to  beare  though  to  my  peine. 
Cast  to  remtite ;  and  with  a  slender  dart, 
FeUow  of  this  I  beare,  throwne  not  in  raine, 
Strooke  him,  as  seemeth,  underneath  the  hart. 
That  throagh  the  wound  his  spirit  shortly  did  depart." 

Mnch  did  Sir  Calidore  admyra  his  speech 
Tempred  so  well,  but  more  admyr'd  the  stroke 
That  through  the  mayleshad  made  so  strong  a  breach 
Into  his  hsfft,  and  had  so  stemely  wroke 
His  wrath  en  him  that  fint  occasion  broke  * 
Yet  rested  not,  but  further  gan  inquire 
Of  that  same  ladie,  whether  what  he  spoke 
Were  soothly  so,  and  that  th'  unrighteous  ire 
Of  her  owne  knight  had  giyen  him  his  owne  due  hire. 

XIV. 

Of  an  which  whenas  she  could  nought  deny. 
But  cleard  that  stripling  of  th'  imputed  blame ; 
Sejd  then  Sir  Calidore ;  "  Neither  will  I 
Mun  charge  with  guilt,  but  rather  doe  quite  clame : 
For,  what  he  spake,  for  you  he  spake  it,  dame ; 
And  what  he  ud,  he  did  hims^fe  to  save :  [shame : 
Against  both  which  that  knight  wrought  knightlesse 
For  knights  and  all  men  this  by  nature  have, 
Towvda  all  womankind  them  kindly  to  b^ave. 


zv. 

"  But,  sith  that  he  is  gone  irrevocable. 

Please  it  you,  ladie,  to  us  to  aread 

What  cause  could  make  him  so  dishonourable 

To  drive  you  so  on  foot,  unfit  to  treed 

And  lackey  by  him,  gainst  all  womanhead/' 

"  Certes,  sir  knight,"  sayd  she,  *<  full  loth  I  were 

To  rejrse  a  ly ving  blame  against  the  dead : 

But,  since  it  me  concemes  myselfe  to  clere, 

I  will  the  truth  discover  as  it  chaunst  whylere 

XVI. 

"  This  day,  as  he  and  I  together  roade 

Upon  our  way  to  which  we  weren  bent. 

We  chaunst  to  come  foreby  a  covert  glade 

Within  a  wood,  whereas  a  ladie  gent 

Sate  with  a  knight  in  ioyous  iolliment 

Of  their  franke  loves,  free  from  all  gealous  spyesi 

Faire  was  the  ladie  sure,  that  mote  content 

An  hart  not  carried  with  too  curious  eyes. 

And  unto  him  did  shew  all  lovely  cuitesyes. 

xvu. 

"  Whom  when  my  knight  did  see  so  lovely  faire. 
He  in1}r  gan  her  lover  to  envy. 
And  wish  that  he  part  of  his  spoyle  might  ahare ; 
Whereto  whenaa  my  presence  he  did  spy 
To  be  a  let,  he  bad  me  by  and  by 
For  to  alight :  but,  whenas  I  was  loth 
My  loves  owne  part  to  leave  so  suddenly. 
He  with  strong  hand  down  from  hia  steed  me  throw'th. 
And  with  presumpteoua  powro  against  that  knight 
straight  go'th. 

^vin 

«  Unarm'd  all  was  the  knieht,  as  then  more  meete 
For  ladies  service  and  for  loves  delight, 
llien  fearing  any  foeman  there  to  meete* 
Whereof  he  takmg  oddes,  atreigbt  bids  him  dight 
Himselfe  to  yeeld  his  love  or  else  to  fight : 
Whereat  the  other  starting  up  dismayd. 
Yet  boldly  answer'd,  as  he  rightly  might. 
To  leave  his  love  he  should  be  ill  apayd. 
In  which  he  had  good  right  gainst  aU  that  it  gaine- 
sayd. 

xtx. 

"  Yet  aince  he  was  not  presently  in  plight 

Her  to  defend,  or  his  to  iustifie. 

He  him  requested,  as  he  was  a  knight. 

To  lend  him  day  his  better  right  to  trie. 

Or  stay  till  he  his  armes,  which  were  thereby, 

Might  lightly  fetch :  but  he  was  fierce  and  whot 

Ne  time  would  give,  nor  any  termes  aby. 

But  at  him  flew,  and  with  his  speare  him  smot ; 

From  which  to  thinke  to  save  himselfe  it  booted  not. 


XX. 

"  Mesne  while  his  ladie,  which  this  outrage  saWf 
Whilest  they  together  for  the  quarrey  strove, 
Into  the  covert  aid  heraelfe  withdraw, 
And  closely  hid  herselfe  within  the  grove. 
My  knight  hers  soone,  as  seemes,  to  Oaunger  drove 
And  left  sore  wounded:  but,  when  her  he  mist. 
He  woxe  halfe  mad :  and  in  that  rase  gan  rove  _ 
And  renge  through  all  the  wood,  whereso  he  wist 
She  hidden  was,  and  sought  her  so  long  as  him  list 
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"  Bat,  whenas  ht^  he  hj  no  meanes  ooaM  find, 
Afler  long  search  and  (muff  he  tamed  hacke 
Unto  the  plaee  where  me  he  left  behind : 
lliere  gan  be  me  to  curae  and  ban,  for  lacke 
Of  that  faire  bootxe,  and  with  bitter  wracke 
To  wreake  on  me  the  guilt  <^  his  owne  wrong : 
Of  all  which  I  yet  glad  to  beare  the  packe 
StroTO  to  appease  bim,  and  perawaded  long ; 
But  still  his  paaaioa  grew  more  rMent  and  atrong. 

Mzn. 

'  Then,  as  it  ymn  ffarenge  his  wnth  <m  mee, 
When  forward  we  should  hn,  be  flat  refused 
To  take  me  up  (as  this  young  man  did  see) 
Upon  bis  steed,  for  no  lust  cause  accused. 
But  forst  to  trot  on  foot,  and  foule  misused, 
Pouncbing  me  widi  the  butt-end  of  his  speare, 
In  vaine  complayning  to  be  so  abased  ; 
For  he  regarded  neither  playnt  nor  teare. 
But  more  enforst  my  paine,  the  more  tny  pbints  to 
heare. 

xzm. 

*'  So  passed  we,  till  this  young  man  us  met ; 
And  being  mooT*d  with  pittie  of  my  plight 
Spake  as  was  meete,  for  ease  of  my  regret : 
Whereof  beiSdl  what  now  is  Sn  tout  sight." 
<*  Now  sure,"  then  said  Sir  Calidore,  "and  rigbt 
Meseemes  tbat  him  befell  by  his  owne  fault : 
Whoever  tfainkes  through  confidence  of  might. 
Or  through  support  of count'nanoe  proud  and  hault. 
To  wrong  the  weaker,  oftfidles  in  his  owne  assault." 


ZXTU. 


Then  tunung  backe  unto  that  gentle  boy. 
Which  had  himselfe  so  stoutly  well  acquit ; 
Seeing  bis  face  ao  lovely  Sterne  snd  coy. 
And  bearing  th'  answeres  of  bis  pregnant  wit. 
He  pra3rsd  it  much,  and  much  admyred  it ; 
That  sure  he  weend  him  bom  of  noble  blood, 
W'ith  whom  those  graces  did  so  goodly  fit : 
And,  when  be  long  had  him  beholding  stood, 
He  burst  into  thase  wordes,  as  to  him  8eem3d  good; 

ZZT. 

**  Faire  gentle  twayne,  snd  yet  as  stout  as  fayre. 

That  in  tbeae  woods  amorist  the  nymphs  dost  wonne. 

Which  daily  may  to  thy  s^'eete  lookes  repayre. 

As  they  are  wont  unto  Latonaes  sonne 

After  bis  chace  on  woodie  Cynthus  donne ; 

Well  may  I  oertea  such  an  one  thee  read. 

As  by  thy  worth  thou  worthily  hast  wonne. 

Or  surely  borne  cf  some  faeroicke  sead, 

That  in  uiy  ftoe  appeares  sad  gmtious  goodly^head. 

zzvi. 

<*  But,  ibould  it  not  displease  thee  it  to  tell, 
(Unlesse  thou  in  these  woods  tbyselfe  oonceale 
For  lore  amongst  the  woodie  gods  to  dwell,) 
I  would  tfayselfe  require  thee  to  reveale ; 
For  deare  affection  mtd  ttnhyned  aaele 
Which  to  thy  noble  personage  I  besre. 
And  wish  thee  grow  in  worship  and  great  weale : 
For,  since  the  day  that  amies  i  first  £d  reare, 
I  neyer  saw  in  any  gvealer  b.«pe  appeare." 


To  wbom  then  thus  the  noble  youlli ;  "  May  bow 
Sir  knight,  tbat,  by  diaoovering  my  estate, 
Haraie  may  arise  nnweeting  unto  me : 
Nathelesse,  sith  ye  so  courteous  seeRied  late. 
To  you  I  will  not  feare  it  to  relate. 
Then  wote  ye  that  I  am  a  Britoo  borne, 
Sonne  of  a  king,  (howeyar  thorougn  nts 
Or  fortune  I  my  countrie  hare  forlone. 
And  lost  the  erowne  which  should  my  head  hj  righc 
•dome.) 

zzvm. 

"And  Ttntfim  is  my  name :  the  oaely  hsirB 
Of  good  king  Meliogras  which  did  rayne 
In  Coraewale,  till  that  lie  througli " 
Untimely  dyde,  before  I  did  attains 
Ripe  yeares  of  naaon,  my  right  to  i 
After  whose  death  his  brother,  seeing  mee 
An  infimt,  weake  a  kingdome  to  sustaine. 
Upon  him  tooke  the  remll  high  degree. 
And  sent  me,  where  him  list,  inslHictod  for  to 


'*  The  widow  queene  my  motiber,  mhaA  tihen 
Faire  Emiline,  ooooeiTing  then  great  fears 
Of  mj  firaile  aafetie,  reating  in  the  might 
Of  bun  that  did  the  kingly  aoepCer  beuep 
Whose  gealoBs  dread  imiuring  not  a  peers 
Is  wont  to  cut  off  all  that  doubt  may  breed  ; 
Thought  best  away  me  to  rsmore  sonew* 
Into  some  forrein  land,  whereaa  no  need 
Of  dreaded  deunger  might  has  doabcfoU 


"  So,  taking  eounsell  of  a  wise  mn.  red. 
She  was  by  him  adris'd  to  send  me  quight 
Out  of  the  countrie  wherein  I  was  bred. 
The  which  the  fertile  lionesse  is  bight. 
Into  the  land  of  Faerie,  where  no  wit^t 
Should  weet  of  me,  nor  works  me  any  wrong : 
To  whose  wise  reed  she  hearknine  aent  me  aueiglit 
Into  this  Isnd,  where  I  hsye  wond  thus  long 
Since  I  was  ten  yearss  old,  now  grown  to  statme 
strong. 


"  All  whidi  my  daies  I  haTe  not  lewdly  spent. 

Nor  apflt  the  blossome  of  my  tender  yesres 

In  ydlenesse ;  but,  as  was  convenient. 

Have  trayned  bene  with  many  noble  fiares 

In  gentle  thewea  and  such  liice  seemly  leres: 

Mongst  which  my  most  delight  hs&  alwaies  beon 

To  hunt  the  sslTsge  chace,  amongst  my  peres. 

Of  all  that  ranngeth  in  the  fbrrest  greene. 

Of  which  none  is  to  me  unknowne  that  evV 


zzxn. 

"  Ne  is  there  hauke  which  msntleth  her  on  pserch. 
Whether  high  towring  or  accoasting  low. 
But  I  the  measure  of  her  flight  doe  aeareh. 
And  all  ber  pray  and  all  her  diet  know : 
Such  be  our  ioyes  which  in  these  forrests  grow : 
Onely  the  use  of  armes,  which  most  I  ioy. 
And  fitteth  most  for  noble  swayne  to  know, 
I  bare  not  tasted  yet;  yet  past  a  boy. 
And  being  now  nigh  time  these  strong  ioynts  lo 
imploy. 
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**  Therefore,  g«)od  air,  sith  now  oecuion  fit 
Doth  fell,  wiuMM  like  hereaflar  eeldome  may, 
Let  me  this  orave,  unworthy  thoug^b  of  it. 
That  ye  wiU  make  me  squire  without  delay, 
lliat  from  benoeforth  in  batteilous  array 
1  may  bears  armea,  and  leame  to  use  them  right ; 
The  rather,  since  that  fortune  hath  this  day 
GiTen  to  me  the  spoile  of  this  dead  koifht. 
These  goodly  giloea  armes  which  I  hsTe  won  in 
fi^ht." 

xzzir. 

AH  whieh  when  well  Sir  Calidore  had  heard. 
Him  much  more  now,  then  earst,  he  gan  admire 
For  the  me  hope  which  in  his  yeares  appeared. 
And  thus  replioe ;  "  Fairs  chyld,  the  high  desire 
To  lore  of  armes,  which  in  you  doth  aspire, 
I  oiay  not  certoe  without  blame  denie ; 
But  rather  wish  that  some  more  noble  hire 
(Though  none  mora  noble  then  is  chevalrie) 
i  had,  yon  to  veward  with  greater  dignitie. 

XXXT. 

There  him  he  cansd  to  kneele,  and  made  to  Bweare 
Faith  to  his  knight,  and  truth  to  ladies  all. 
And  nerer  to  be  recreant  for  feare 
Of  perill,  or  of  ought  that  might  befall : 
So  he  bim  dubbed,  end  his  squire  did  calL 
Fall  glad  and  ioyous  then  young  Tristram  grew; 
Idke  as  a  flowre,  whose  silken  leaves  small 
Long  shot  up  in  the  bud  firom  heavene  rew. 
At  length  breaks  forth,  and  brode  dispUyes  his  tmyl- 
ing  hew, 

zxxvi. 

Thus  when  they  long  had  treated  to  and  (ro, 

And  Calidore  betooke  him  to  depart, 

Cbyld  Tristram  prsyd  that  he  with  bim  might  goe 

On  his  adTeotnre,  vowing  not  to  stsrt, 

But  wayt  on  him  in  every  place  and  part : 

Whereat  Sir  Calidore  did  much  delight. 

And  gTfstly  ioy'd  at  his  so  noble  hart. 

Id  hope  be  sure  would  prove  a  doughtie  knijght : 

Yet  for  the  time  this  answere  he  to  nim  behight ; 

xxxvn. 

*'  Glad  Foidd  I  awely  be,  thou  courteous  squire. 
To  bare  thy  presence  in  my  present  quest, 
'Iliat  mote  tby  kindled  courage  set  on  fire. 
And  flame  forth  honour  in  thy  noble  brest : 
But  I  am  booad  by  vow,  which  I  profeet 
To  my  dread  aoveraiae,  when  I  it  assayd. 
That  m  atcbievement  of  her  high  behest 
I  ahould  no  creature  ioyne  unto  mine  ayde; 
Forthy  1  may  not  gnnnt  that  ye  so  greatly  prayde, 

XXXVIII* 

**  But  auoe  this  ladie  m  all  desohite. 
And  needeth  safegard  now  upon  her  way. 
Ye  may  doe  wdlln  this  her  needfuU  state 
To  soceonr  her  from  dannger  of  dismay. 
That  thankfttll  guerdon  m^  to  you  repay." 
The  noble  ympe,  of  such  new  service  fayne. 
It  gladly  did  aecept,  aa  he  did  say : 
80  taking  eonxteoua  leave  they  parted  twayne ; 
Aad  Calidora  forth  paaaed  to  his  former  pafne. 


ZXXIZ. 

But  Tristram,  then  despoyling  that  dead  knight 
Of  all  those  goodly  implements  of  prayse 
Long  fed  his  greed ie  eyes  with  the  fayre  sight 
Of  the  bright  mettall  shyning  like  sunne  rayes  ^ 
Handling  and  turning  them  a  thousand  wayes  : 
And,  after  havine  them  upon  him  dight, 
He  tooke  that  laaie,  and  her  up  did  rayse 
Upon  the  steed  of  her  owne  late  dead  knight : 
So  with  her  marched  forth,  as  she  did  him  behight* 

There  to  their  fortune  leave  we  them  awhile« 

And  tume  we  backe  to  good  Sir  Calidore  ; 

Who,  ere  he  thence  had  traveUd  many  a  mile. 

Came  to  the  place  whereas  ye  heard  afore 

This  knight,  whom  Tristram  slew,  had  wounded  sore 

Another  Kuigbt  in  his  despiteous  pryde ; 

There  he  that  knight  found  lying  on  the  fiore 

With  many  wotmds  full  perilous  and  wyde. 

That  sll  his  garments  and  the  graase  in  vermeill  dyde : 

xu. 

And  there  beside  him  sate  upon  the  ground 
His  wofoU  ladie,  piteously  complaymng 
With  loud  laments  that  most  unluckie  stound. 
And  her  sad  selfe  with  carefull  hand  constraymng 
To  wype  his  wounda,  and  ease  their  bitter  pajrning. 
Which  sorie  sight  when  Cslidore  did  vew. 
With  heavie  eyne  from  teares  uneath  refrayning. 
His  mightie  hart  their  moumefull  case  can  rew, 
And  for  their  better  comfort  to  them  nigher  drew 

ZUL 

Then,  speakine  to  the  ladie,  thus  he  said ; 

"  Ye  doleful]  dame,  let  not  your  griefe  empeach 

To  tell  what  cruell  hand  bain  thua  arayd 

This  knight  unarm'd  with  ao  unknightiy  breach 

Of  armes,  that,  if  I  yet  him  nigh  may  reach 

I  may  aveuge  him  of  so  foule  oespight.'' 

The  ladie,  hearing  his  so  courteous  speech, 

Gan  reare  her  eyes  as  to  the  chearemll  light. 

And  from  her  sory  hart  few  heavie  words  forth  sigh't  * 

XUII. 

In  which  she  shew'd,  how  that  discourteous  knight. 
Whom  Tristnun  slew,  them  in  that  shadow  found 
loying  together  in  unblam'd  delight ; 
And  Um  unarm'd,  as  now  he  lay  on  ground. 
Charged  with  his  speare,  and  mortally  did  wound, 
Withouten  cause,  but  onely  her  to  reave 
From  him,  to  whom  she  was  for  ever  bound: 
Yet,  when  she  fled  into  that  covert  greave, 
He,  her  not  finding,  both  them  thua  nigh  dead  did 
leave. 

xuv. 

When  Calidore  this  ruefoll  storie  had 

Well  understood,  he  gan  of  her  demand. 

What  manner  wight  he  was,  and  how  yclad. 

Which  had  this  outrage  wrought  with  wicked  hand. 

She  then,  like  as  she  best  could  understand. 

Him  thus  describ'd,  to  be  of  stature  large. 

Clad  all  in  gilden  armes,  with  axure  band 

Quartred  atowart,  and  bearing  in  his  tazge 

A  hidie  on  rough  waves  row*a  in  a  sommer  barga 


XLT. 


Then  gsn  Sir  CalidoTe  to  ghesse  atreightwmy, 
Bj  many  sigsM  which  she  described  had. 
Tost  this  was  he  whom  Tristram  earst  did  slaj. 
And  to  her  said ;  *'  Dame,  he  no  longer  sad ; 
For  he,  that  hath  yoor  knight  so  ill  bestad. 
Is  now  himselfe  in  much  more  wretched  plight; 
These  eyes  him  saw  npon  the  cold  earth  sprad. 
The  meede  of  his  desert  for  that  despight. 
Which  to  yourselfe  he  wrought  ana  to  jrour  lored 
knight. 


ZLTI. 


'  Hiersfore,  fare  ladle,  lay  aside  this  griefe. 
Which  ye  have  gathered  to  your  gentle  hart 
For  that  displeasure  ;  and  tninke  what  reliefe 
Were  best  derise  for  this  your  lovers  smart : 
And  how  ye  may  him  hence,  and  to  what  part. 
CouTay  to  be  recnr*d/'    She  thankt  him  dears. 
Both  for  that  newes  he  did  to  her  impart. 
And  for  the  courteous  care  which  he  did  beare 
Both  to  her  lore  and  to  herselfe  in  that  sad  dreare. 


XLTII. 


Yet  could  she  not  deriae  by  any  wit. 
How  thence  she  might  eon  ray  nim  to 
Tor  him  to  trouble  she  it  thought  unfit. 
That  was  a  strannger  to  her  wretched  eaaa 
And  him  to  beare,  she  thought  it  thing  too 
Which  whenaa  he  pereeir'd  he  tbns  beipake  ; 
"  Faire  ladj,  let  it  not  yon  sseme  disgrace 
To  beare  this  burden  on  your  dainty  bacfce  ; 
Myaelfe  will  beare  a  part,  eoportioa  of  yoor 


So  off  he  did  his  shield,  and  downeward  kyd 
Upon  the  ground,  like  to  an  hollow  bears ; 
And  pownng  bahne,  which  he  had  kmg  porrajd. 
Into  his  wounds,  him  up  tfaeraoo  did  raare. 
And  twixt  them  both  with  parted  painea  did 
Twizt  life  and  death,  not  knowinr  what 
Thence  they  him  carried  to  a  caads 
In  which  a  worthy  anncient  knight  did 
Where  what  ensn*d  shall  in  next  canto  be 


CANTO  IIL 

Calidore  brings  Pristilla  home; 

Pursues  the  blatant  beast : 
Saves  Serena,  whilest  Calephie 

By  Turpine  is  opprest. 


Truris,  that  whilome  that  good  poet  sayd, 
llie  gentle  minde  by  gentle  deeds  is  knowne : 
For  a  man  by  nothing  is  so  well  bewrayd 
As  by  his  manners ;  m  which  plaine  is  showne 
Of  what  degree  and  what  race  ne  is  growne : 
For  seldome  scene  a  trotting  station  get 
An  ambling  colt,  that  is  his  proper  owne : 
So  seldome  scene  that  one  in  basenesse  set 
Doth  noble  courage  shew  with  curtaous  mannera 
met. 

XI. 

But  evennore  oontr^  hath  bene  tryde. 
That  gentle  bloud  will  gentle  manners  breed ; 
As  well  may  be  in  Calidore  descryde. 
By  late  ensample  of  that  oourteous  deed 
Done  to  that  wounded  knight  in  his  great  need. 
Whom  on  his  backe  he  bore,  till  he  mm  brought 
Unto  the  castle  where  they  had  decreed  : 
There  of  the  knight,  the  which  that  castle  ought. 
To  make  abode  that  night  he  greatly  was  besoughL 

m 

He  was  to  weete  a  man  of  full  ripe  yeares. 

That  in  his  youth  had  beene  of  mickle  might. 

And  borne  great  sway  in  armes  among  his  peares  I 

But  now  weake  age  liad  dimd  his  candlelight : 

Yet  wss  he  courteous  still  to  every  wight. 

And  loved  all  that  did  to  armea  incline ; 

And  was  the  filther  of  that  wounded  knight. 

Whom  Calidore  thus  carried  on  his  dune ; 

And  Aldus  was  his  name }  and  hia  sonnes,  Aladina. 


IT. 

Who  when  he  saw  his  sonne  ao  ill  bedight 

With  bleeding  wounds,  brought  home  upon  n 

By  a  fiilre  ladj  and  a  strmunger  kmgfat. 

Was  inly  touched  with  oompassioo  dears. 

And  dears  affection  of  so  d<defu]l  dreare. 

That  he  these  words  burst  forth ;  «  Ah!  aoiy  boj  ! 

Is  this  the  hope  that  to  my  hcaiy  hears 

Thou  bringst  aie  me !  is  this  the  timely  ioy, 

AYhich  I  expected  long,  now  tnnid  to  nd  aanoyl 


"Such  is  the  weakenesae  of  all  mortall  hop*. 
So  tickle  is  the  state  of  earthly  things ; 
That,  ere  they  come  unto  their  aymed  aoope. 
They  fiJl  too  short  of  our  fraile  reckoninga. 
And  bring  us  bale  and  bitter  aonowings. 
Instead  of  comfort  which  we  ahouhl  embrace : 
This  ii  the  state  of  keasars  and  of  kings ! 
Let  none  therefore,  that  is  in  meanai 
Too  greatly  grieve  at  any  hia  unlucky' 

▼I. 

So  wdl  and  wisely  did  that  good  old  knight 
Temper  his  griefe,  and  turned  it  to  chears. 
To  cneare  his  guests  whom  he  hsd  stayd  that  n^;]!^ 
And  make  their  welcome  to  them  well  wpprmnz 
That  to  Sir  Calidore  waa  eaaie  geare ; 
But  that  fiure  lady  would  be  CMard  for  nought 
But  ngfa'd  and  sorrow'd  for  her  lover  deare^ 
And  inly  did  afflict  her  pensive  thought 
With  thinking  to  what  case  her  iiaBB  shonld  now  b» 
brongfaL 
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For  the  was  dtngbter  to  ft  noble  lord 
Which  dwelt  thereby,  who  soa^ht  her  to  n&y 
To  e  greet  pere :  bat  she  did  diaaeeord, 
Ne  ooiild  her  liking  to  his  love  apply. 
Bat  lor'd  this  fresh  yoang  knight  who  dwelt  her  ny. 
The  losly  Aladine,  thoagh  meaner  borne 
And  of  lease  lirelood  and  liability, 
Yet  foil  of  valour  the  which  didadome 
His  meanesse  mnoh,  and  make  her  th*  others  riches 
scome. 

mu 

80^  having  both  Ibnnd  fit  occaaioh, 
They  met  together  in  that  laekelesse  glade ; 
Where  that  poud  knight  in  his  presumption 
The  gentle  Aladine  did  earst  invade. 
Being  nnarm'd  and  set  in  secret  shade. 
WhMeof  she  now  bethinking,  gan  t'advixe 
How  great  a  haxard  she  at  eant  had  made 
Of  her  good  fiune ;  and  forther  gan  devize 
How  ahe  the  blame  might  salve  with  coloured  dis- 
guise. 

IX. 

But  Calidore  with  all  good  eourfesie  ' 
Faio'd  her  to  frolicke,  and  to  put  away 
The  pensive  fit  of  her  mel&ncholie ; 
And  that  old  knight  by  all  meanes  did  assay 
To  make  them  both  as  merrv  as  he  msy. 
So  they  the  evening  past  till  time  of  rest ; 
When  Calidore  in  seemly  rood  array 
Unto  his  bowre  was  brought,  and  there  undrest 
i>id  sleeps  sU  night  thrmigh  weaxy  travell  of  his 
quest. 


But  &ire  Priseilh  (so  that  ladv  bight) 
Would  to  no  bed,  nor  take  no  kindely  sleepe,; 
But  by  her  wounded  love  did  watch  all  night, 
And  all  the  night  for  bitter  snguish  weepe, 
And  with  her  teares  his  wounds  did  wash  and  steepe, 
80  weU  she  washt  them,  end  so  well  she  wstcht  him, 
That  of  the  deadly  swound,  in  which  foil  deepe 
He  drenched  was»  she  st  the  length  dispatoht  him. 
And  drove  away  the  stound  which  mortaUy  attacht 
him. 

xu 

The  morrow  nest,  when  dav  gan  to  tiplooke, 

He  also  gan  uplooke  with  <uery  eye, 

like  one  that  out  of  deadly  dreame  awooke : 

Where  when  he  saw  bis  raire  Priscilla  by. 

He  dfwpdy  8i|;h'd,  and  groaned  inwardly, 

To  thinke  of  this  ill  state  in  which  she  stood ; 

To  which  she  for  his  sake  had  weetingly 

Now  brought  berseUe,  and  blam'd  her  noble  blood : 

For  fin^  next  aiiar  life,  he  tendered  her  good. 

Whieh  she  perceiving  did  with  plenteous  teares 
His  care  more  then  her  owne  compassionate, 
FoisetAiU  of  herowneto  minde  hia  fearas: 
80  DoCh  ooQspinng  gan  to  intimate 
£seh  others  griefo  with  aeale  affectionate. 
And  twist  tMm  twaine  with  equall  care  to  cast 
How  to  save  whole  her  hanrded  estste ; 
For  which  the  onely  helpe  now  left  them  last 
"     iM  to  be  CaUdores  all  other  helpes  were  past 


xin. 

Him  they  did  deeme,  as  sure  to  them  he  seemed, 
A  courteous  knight  and  full  of  faithfoU  trust ; 
Therefore  to  him  their  cause  they  best  esteemed 
Whole  to  commit,  and  to  his  dealing  iust. 
Earely,  so  soone  as  Titans  beames  forth  brust 
lliroughthe  thicke  clouds,  in  which  they  steeped  Isy 
All  night  in  dsrkenesse,  duld  with  yron  rust, 
Calidore  rising  up  as  fresh  ss  dsy 
Oan  freshly  hui  addresse  unto  lus  former  way. 

XIV. 

But  first  him  seemed  fit  thst  wounded  knight 
To  visite,  sfter  this  nights  perillous  passe ; 
And  to  sslute  him  if  he  were  in  plight. 
And  eke  that  lady  his  faire  lovely  lasse. 
There  he  him  found  much  better  then  he  was , 
And  moved  speech  to  him  of  things  of  course. 
The  anguish  of  his  psine  to  over-passe ; 
Mongst  which  he  namely  did  to  him  discourse 
Of  former  dsies  mishsp,  his  sorrowes  wicked  sourse. 

XV. 

Of  which  occasion  Aldine  taking  hold 

Gan  breake  to  him  the  fortunes  of  his  love. 

And  all  his  disadventures  to  unfold ; 

That  Calidore  it  nearly  deepe  did  move  • 

In  th'  end,  his  kyndly  courtesie  to  prove; 

He  him  by  all  the  bands  of  love  besought. 

And  ss  it  mote  a  fiuthfull  friend  behove, 

To  safe-conduct  his  love,  and  not  for  ought 

To  leave,  till  to  her  fathers  house  he  had  her  brought. 

XVI. 

Sir  Calidore  his  faith  thereto  did  plight 

It  to  performe  :  so  after  little  stay. 

That  she  herselfe  had  to  the  iourney  dight. 

He  pessed  forth  with  her  in  faire  array, 

Fearlesse  who  ought  did  thinke  or  ought  did  say, 

Sith  his  own  thought  he  knew  most  clesre  from  wite . 

80,  as  they  past  together  on  their  way, 

He  gan  devize  this  counter-cast  of  slight, 

To  give  faire  colour  to  that  ladies  cause  in  sight. 

xvir. 

Straight  to  the  csrkaase  of  that  knight  he  went, 
(The  cause  of  all  this  evill,  who  was  slaine 
The  day  before  by  iust  avengement 
Of  noble  Tristram,)  where  it  did  remaine ; 
There  he  the  necke  thereof  did  cut  in  twaine. 
And  tooke  with  him  the  head,  the  sig^e  of  sfaiiune. 
80  forth  he  passed  thorough  that  daies  peine. 
Till  to  that  ladies  fathera  house  he  came ; 
Most  pensive  man,  through  feare  what  of  his  childe 
becsme. 

xvin. 

There  he  arriving  boldly  did  present 

The  fesrefoU  lady  to  bin-  fother  deare. 

Most  perfect  pure,  and  guUtless  innocent 

Of  blame,  ss  ne  did  on  his  knighthood  sweare. 

Since  firat  he  saw  her,  and  did  free  from  feare    • 

Of  a  discourteous  knight,  who  her  had  reft 

And  by  outragious  force  awav  did  beare: 

Witnesse  thereof  he  shew'd  his  hesd  there  left, 

And  wretched  life  forlome  for  vengement  of  his  thefl. 
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Most  ioyfunmn  lier  sin  wts»  lier  to  aee. 
And  lieve  th'  adTentnxe  of  her  late  miBchwmee ; 
And  thonsand  thamket  to  Calidore  for  Am 
Of  liis  large  pttoea  in  her  delirennmee 
Didyeeld;  nelMietheladydidadvannee, 
Thus  baring  her  rartorad  tnatiXj, 
As  he  had  yov'd,  aome  amall  continnance 
He  there  did  make,  and  than  moat  earefuny 
Unto  his  fiiat  exploito  he  did  himaeUe  apply. 


So,  aa  he  waa  poraoinflr  of  hie  quest, 

He  chaunst  to  come  wheroaa  a  iolly  knight 

In  covert  shade  himaelfe  did  safely  rest. 

To  solace  with  his  lady  in  delight: 

Hia  warlike  annea  he  had  from  him  nndight ; 

For  that  himaelfe  he  thought  firom  daunger  finae. 

And  far  from  enyioos  eyes  that  moto  him  spight : 

And  eke  the  lady  waa  rail  fiira  to  aee. 

And  ooorteooa  witfaall,  beoomming  hsr  degiee. 


To  whom  Sir  CaUdora  approaching  nye. 
Ere  they  were  well  aware  of  liying  wight. 
Them  much  abasht,  but  more  himseUe  thereby* 
That  he  so  rudely  did  uppon  them  light. 
And  troubled  baa  their  quiet  loyes  delight  r 
Yet  since  it  waa  his  fortune,  not  his  fkult, 
Himselfe  thereof  he  labour'd  to  aeqnite. 
And  pardon  cray*d  for  hia  so  rash  de&ult. 
That  ne  gainst  oouiteaieso  fowly  did  defiuilt. 

xxn. 

With  which  his  gentle  words  and  goodly  wit 

He  aoone  allayd  that  knights  conoeiv'd  displeasure. 

That  be  besought  him  downs  by  him  to  sit. 

That  they  mote  treat  of  things  abrode  at  leasure 

And  of  aayentures,  which  had  in  his  measure 

Of  so  long  waiea  to  him  be&llen  late. 

So  downe  be  aato,  and  with  deligfatfull  jdeasure 

His  lonff  adventures  gan  to  him  relate 

Which  he  endured  had  through  daungeroua  debate  c 

xxni. 

Of  wbtch  whilest  they  discoursed  both  together. 
The  faire  Serena  (so  ois  lady  hight) 
AllurM  with  myldnesse  of  me  gentle  wether 
And  plesaunoe  of  the  place,  the  tibieh  was  dight 
With  divers  flowres  distinct  with  rare  delight, 
Waadred  about  the  fields,  ss  likii^^  led 
Her  wayering  lust  after  her  wandring  sight. 
To  make  a  garland  to  adome  her  bed. 
Without  suspect  of  ill  or  danngers  hidden  dred. 

xaiy.' 

All  Bodainely  out  of  the  fbrrest  ncre 
The  blatant  beast  forth  rushing  unaware 
Caught  her  thus  loosely  wandiing  here  and  there. 
And  in  his  wide  great  mouth  away  her  bare 
Crying  aloud  to  shew  her  sad  misfare 
Unto  the  knights,  and  calling  oh  for  ayde ; 
Who  with  the  boirour  of  her  haplesse  care 
Hastily  starting  up,  like  men  dismayde, 
Ban  after  fiut  to  reakue  the  distressed  mayde. 


Hie  beast,  with  their  parsuit  ineited  mon. 
Into  the  wood  was  faeanng  her  apace 
For  to  have  qicn^ed  her ;  when  Calidon, 
Who  waa  more  fight  of  Iboto  and  awift  in 
Himoyeilodkeinmiddeatof  hia  laee; 
And,  fiercely  eharging  him  with  all  hia  might, 
Forst  to  forgoe  his  pray  there  in  the  plaee. 
And  to  betake  himselie  to  fiBarefull  iigfat ; 
For  he  duiat  not  abide  with  Calidore  to  %^t. 


Who  nathaeaae,  whan  he  the  lady 
Hkere  left  on  gnmad,  though  in  full  evill  plicht. 
Yet  knowing  that  her  kni^t  now  neara  dsd  drav, 
Staide  not  to  sueoour  her  m  thai  afisght. 
But  fbUow'd  iaat  6ie  monstor  in  hia  iight: 
Through  wooda  and  hila  he  fbUow'd  him  ao  &bK, 
That  he  nouldlet  him  breath  nor  gatthar  apwht. 
But  forst  him  gape  aadga^w,  wiu  dieail  a^liaaf, 
Aa  if  hia  luaga  and  Ktea  ware  nigh  aanndsr  btaat. 

zxyn. 

And  now  by  thia  Sir  Calepine,  ao  hight. 
Came  to  the  place  where  he  hia  lady  foond 
In  dolorous  dismay  and  deadly  plignt. 
All  in  gore  blood  there  tumbled  on  the  ground. 
Having  both  aides  through  grypt  with  gneslywovad: 
His  weapona  aoone  from  oim  he  threw  away. 
And  stooping  downe  to  her  in  dray  swoand 
Uprear'd  ner  from  the  ground  whereon  she  lay 
And  in  Iub  tender  armea  her  ftttned  up  to  stay 


So  well  he  did  his  huaie  painaa  apply. 
That  the  faint  spright  he  did  revoke  againe 
To  her  fiaile  mansiom  of  morcility : 
Then  up  he  tooke  her  twist  his  armea  twaine. 
And  setting  on  his  steede  her  did  sustaine 
With  oarefull  hands,  soft  footing  her  beside ; 
Till  to  some  plaee«of  rest  they  moto  atlaine. 
Where  ahe  in  safe  asaarannoe  moto  abide. 
Till  aha  reeoxed  ware  of  those  bar  wmmdea 


Now  wheoaa  Phoebna  with  his  fleiy 

Unto  hia  inne  began  to  draw  apaee ; 

Tbo,  wezing  weary  of  that  toyleaeme  _ 

In  travelling  on  footo  ao  long  a  space,' 

Not  wont  on  fboto  with  heavy  aimea  to  trace ; 

Downe  in  a  dale  forby  a  riven  ayde 

He  chaunst  to  spie  a  frdra  and  atately  place. 

To  which  be  meant  hia  weary  alepa  to  guyde. 

In  hope  there  fiw  hia  loye  aome  saeooor  to  provyde* 


But,  oomming  totfae  riven  side,  be  found 
That  hardly  passable  on  Iboto  it  waa ; 
Therefore  there  still  he  atood  aa  in  a  stouna, 
Ne  wist  which  way  he  throush  the  foord  mote  pas: 
Thus  whilest  he  waa  in  this  matresaed  case, 
Deyising  what  to  doe,  he  nigh  eepyde 
An  armed  knight  approa^lnu'  to  the  place 
With  a  fairs  UHdy  Imcked  by  hu  syde. 
The  which  theouelyes  prepard  thoiough  the  Ibord 
to  ride. 
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zxzx. 


Whom  Caleptne  Balating,  aa  became, 

BesoQffht  ot  coorteaie,  in  that  his  neede. 

For  aafe  conduetiiig  of  bis  aickely  dame 

Through  that  aame  perillous  foord  with  better  beede, 

To  take  bim  up  bebmde  upon  bis  steed : 

To  whom  that  other  did  tbia  taunt  retume ; 

'*  Perdy»  thou  peaaant  knight  mightst  rightly  reed 

He  then  to  be  full  base  and  erill  borne, 

If  I  would  beare  behinde  a  burden  of  such  scoma 

zxzn. 

**  But,  as  thou  hast  thy  steed  forlome  with  sham«, 
8q  five  on  foote  till  thou  another  gayne^ 
And  let  thy  lady  likewise  doe  the  same. 
Or  beare  her  on  thy  backs  with  pleasing  payne, 
And  proTO  thy  manhood  on  the  billowes  yayne." 
With  which  rude  speech  his  lady  much  displeased 
Did  him  reproTe»  yet  could  him  not  restrayne. 
And  would  on  her  owne  palfrey  him  hare  eased 
For  p^:^  of  his  dame  whom  she  saw  so  diseased, 

zxxni. 

Sir  Calepine  her  thanckt ;  yet,  inly  wroth 

Against  ber  knight,  her  gentleneaae  refused* 

And  carelesly  into  the  river  go'tb. 

As  in  deepignt  to  be  so  fowle  abused 

Of  a  rude  oourle,  whom  often  he  accused 

Of  fowie  disoourteeie,  unfit  for  knight ; 

And,  strongly  wading  through  the  wares  unused. 

With  speare  in  th'  one  hand  stayd  himseUe  upright. 

With  tb'  other  ataide  his  lady  up  with  steddy  might. 

ZZXIT. 

And  all  the  while  that  same- discourteous  knight 
Stood  00  the  further  bancke  beholding  him  -, 
At  wboae  calamity,  for  more  despi^ht. 
He  langbt,  and  mockt  to  see  him  hke  to  swim. 
But  wbenaa  Calepine  came  to  the  brim. 
And  saw  his  carnage  past  that  perill  well. 
Looking  at  that  aame  carle  with  count'naoce  grim. 
His  heart  with  yen^eaunce  inwardly  did  swell. 
And  forth  at  last  did  breaks  in  speaches  sharps  and 
feU: 

ZXXT. 

**  Unknigbtly  knight,  the  blemish  of  that  name. 
And  blot  of  all  that  armes  uppon  them  taka» 
Which  is  the  badge  of  honour  and  of  fame» 
Loe !  I  defie  tbee ;  and  here  challenge  make. 
That  thoQ  for  erer  doe  those  srmes  rorsake, 
And  be  for  STer  held  a  recreant  knight, 
Unlease  thou  dare,  for  thy  deare  ladies  saka 
And  for  thine  owne  defence,  on  foote  alisbt 
To  fostiiie  thy  &nlt  gainst  me  in  equaU  fight." 

xxxru 

The  dastard,  tbat  did  heare  himselfe  defyde, 
Ssem'd  not  to  weigh  his  threatfuU  wocda  at  all. 
But  boght  them  out,  as  if  his  grsater  pryde 
Did  soofiks  the  challenge  of  so  base  a  thrall ) 
Or  had  no  eonrage,  or  else  had  no  galL 
So  Bttcb  the  more  waa  Calepine  oftended, 
That  bin  to  no  rereoge  he  forth  eould  call, 
Bit  both  his  challeoge  and  hmaelfe  contemned, 
i^  •  ctnd  ■•  4  cowira  ao  to  be  condemned. 


ZZXFII. 


Out  be,  nought  weighing  what  be  sayd  or  did,     - 

Turned  his  steede  sbout  another  way. 

And  with  bis  lady  to  the  castle  rid. 

Where  was  his  won ;  ne  did  the  other  stay, 

But  after  went  directly  as  he  msy. 

For  his  sicke  charge  some  harbour  there  to  seekej 

Where  he  arriving  with  Uie  &11  of  day 

Drew  to  the  gate,  and  there  with  prayen  meeke 

And  myld  entreaty  lodging  did  for  her  beaeeke.   - 

zzxym. 

But  the  rude  porter  that  no  manners  bad 
Did  abut  the  gate  against  him  in  his  face. 
And  entraunce  boldly  unto  him  forbad : 
Nath'leaae  the  knight,  now  in  so  needy  case, 
Gsn  him  entreat  even  with  submission  base, 
And  humbly  praid  to  let  them  in  that  night : 
Who  to  him  aunswer'd,  that  there  was  no  place 
Of  lodging  fit  for  any  errant  knight, 
Unlesse  that  with  his  lord  he  formerly  did  fight 


"  FuU  loth  em  I,"  quoth  he,  "  as  now  at  earat 
When  day  ia  spent,  and  rest  us  needeth  most. 
And  that  tfaia  lady,  both  whose  sides  are  pearst 
With  wounds,  is  ready  to  forgo  the  ghost ; 
Ne  would  I  gladly  combate  with  mine  host. 
That  should  to  me  such  curtesie  afford, 
Unlesse  that  I  were  thereunto  enforst : 
But  yet  aread  to  me,  how  hieht  thy  lord. 
That  doth  thus  st^ngly  ward  the  castle  of  the  ford.' 


XL. 


**  His  name,'*  quoth  be,  "  if  that  thou  list  to  leame, 

Is  bight  Sir  Turpine,  one  of  mickle  might 

And  manhood  rare,  but  terrible  and  ateame 

In  all  assaiea  to  every  errant  knight. 

Because  of  one  that  wrought  him  fowle  despight." 

"  III  seemes,"  sayd  he,  "  if  he  so  valiaunt  be. 

That  he  ahould  be  so  stems  to  stranger  wight: 

For  addome  yet  did  living  creature  see 

That  curtesie  and.  manhood  ever  disagree. 


XLt. 


'*  But  go  thy  waies  to  him,  and  fro  me  aay 

That  here  is  at  hia  gate  an  errant  knight, 

Tbat  bouse>rome  craves ;  jet  would  be  loth  t'  aaaaj 

The  prooliB  of  batlell  now  m  doubtfull  night. 

Or  ourteaie  .with  rudenease  to  requite : 

Yet,  if  he  needea  will  fight,  crave  leave  till  mome. 

And  tell  witball  the  lamentable  plight 

In  whi^  thia  lady  languisheth  forlome, 

Tbti  pitty  craves,  aa  he  of  woman  waa  ybome." 


zux. 


The  gioome  went  atreightway  in,  and  to  his  lord 

Declared  the  meaaage  which  tbat  knight  did  move ; 

Who,  aitting  with  ma  lady  then  at  bord. 

Not  onely  cud  not  hisdeniknnd  approve. 

But  both  himaelfe  revil'd  and  eke  his  love ; 

Albe  his  lady,  that  Blandina  bight, 

Him  of  ungentle  usage  did  reprove. 

And  eameatly  entreated  tliat  they  might 

Finde  favour  to  be  lodged  there  for  that  same  night 
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xun. 

Yet  would  be  not  penwaded  be  for  ought, 

Ne  from  his  curriui  will  awhit  reclame. 

Which  answer  when  the  mome  returning  brought 

To  Calepine,  his  heart  did  inly  flame 

With  wrathf^ll  fuiy  for  so  foule  a  shame. 

That  he  could  not  thereof  arenged  bee ; 

But  most  for  pitty  of  his  dearest  dame. 

Whom  now  in  deadly  daunger  he  did  see ; 

Yet  had  no  meanes  to  comfort,  nor  procure  her  glee. 

zuy. 

But  all  in  Taine ;  for  whj  T  no  remedy 

He  saw  the  present  mischiefe  to  redrease. 

But  th'  utmost  end  perforce  for  to  shy. 

Which  that  nights  fortune  would  for  mm  addrease. 

So  downs  he  tooke  his  lady  in  distresse, 

And  layd  her  underneath  a  bush  to  sleepe, 

CoTer*d  with  cold,  and  wrapt  in  wretchednesse; 

Whiles  he  himselfe  all  night  did  nought  but  weepe. 

And  waxy  witch  about  her  for  her  suegard  keepe. 

SLt. 

The  morrow  next,  so  soone  ss  ioyous  day 

Did  shew  itselfe  in  sunn^  beames  bedight, 

Serena  full  of  dolorous  dismay, 

Twixt  darkenesse  dread  and  nope  of  living  light, 

Upreard  her  head  to  see  that  cheareful  sight. 

Then  Calepine,  however  inly  wroth. 

And  greedy  to  arenge  that  vile  deapight. 

Yet  for  the  feeble  ladka  sake,  full  lo£ 

To  make  th«re  lenger  stay,  forth  on  his  ioumey  go*th. 

XLVI. 

He  go'th  on  foote  all  armed  by  her  aide, 
Upstaying  still  heraelfe  uppon  her  steede, 
Being  unhable  else  alone  to  ride ; 
So  acre  her  aidea,  ao  much  her  wounds  did  bleede : 
Till  that  at  length,  in  his  extreamest  neede. 
He  ohaunst  for  off  an  armed  knight  to  spy 
Pursuing  htm  apace  with  greedy  speede ; 
Whom  well  he  wift  to  be  some  enemy. 
That  meant  to  make  advantage  of  his  misery. 


J 


XLVIt. 


Wherefore  he  stayd,  till  that  he  nearer  drew. 
To  weet  what  issue  would  thereof  betyde : 
Tho,  whenss  he  apnroched  nirh  in  vew. 
By  oertaine  signes  ne  plainly  him  descryde 
To  be  the  man  that  wiUi  sucn  scomfull  pryde 
Had  him  abuade  and  shamed  yesterday : 
Therefore,  misdoubting  least  ne  should  misgnyde 
Hia  former  malice  to  aome  new  assay, 
He  cast  to  keepe  himsaHe  ao  safely  as  he  may 

xLvni. 

By  this  the  other  came  in  place  likewise, 

And  couching  dose  his  speare  and  all  hia  powre. 

As  bent  to  some  malicious  enterprise. 

He  bad  him  stand  t' abide  the  bitter  stoure 

Of  his  sore  yengeaunoe,  or  to  make  avoore 

Of  the  lewd  worda  and  deedea  which  he  had  done : 

With  that  ran  at  him,  aa  he  would  devoure 

His  life  attonce ;  who  nought  could  do  but  ahun 

Ibe  perill  of  his  pride,  or  else  be  over-run. 

xux. 

Yet  he  him  stiU  pursew'd  from  place  to  place. 

With  fhll  intent  nim  cruelly  to  kill. 

And  like  a  wilde  goate  round  about  did  chace 

Flying  the  fury  of  his  bloudy  will : 

But  his  best  succour  snd  remge  was  still 

Behind  his  ladiea  back ;  who  to  Inm  ayde. 

And  called  oft  with  prayers  loud  and  ahrill» 

As  ever  he  to  lady  waa  affyde. 

To  spare  her  knight,  and  rest  with  reason  padfyde 


But  he  the  more  thereby  enraged  was. 

And  with  more  eager  felnesse  him  pursew'd ; 

So  that  at  length,  afWr  long  weary  chace. 

Having  by  chaunce  a  dose  advantage  vew*d. 

He  over-raught  him,  having  long  eschew'd 

His  violence  in  vaine ;  and  with  his  spere 

Strooke  through  his  shoulder,  that  the  blood 

In  great  aboundance,  aa  a  well  it  were. 

That  forth  out  of  an  hiU  finaab  gushing  did  qppere. 


LZ. 

Yet  oeaat  he  not  for  all  that  crudi  wound. 

But  chaste  him  still  for  sll  his  ladiea  cry ; 

Not  aatis^e  till  on  the  fatall  ground 

He  saw  his  life  powrd  forth  despiteoudy ; 

The  which  was  certes  in  great  ieopardy. 

Had  not  a  wondrous  chaunce  his  reskue  wrought^ 

And  saved  firom  his  cruell  villany. 

Such  channces  oft  exceed  all  humaine  thoiwlit  s 

That  10  another  canto  shall  to  end  be  brongliti 
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CANTO  IV. 

Calepine  by  a  nlvBge  man 
From  Turpine  reskewed  is ; 

And,  whylest  an  infant  from  a  be  are 
He  saves,  his  loye  doth  misse. 


I. 


1. 


Lam  as  a  ship  with  dreadfiill  stonne  long  tost, 
Haring  spent  all  her  mastes  and  her  nonndhold, 
Now  rarre  from  hurbour  likely  to  be  lost. 
At  laat  some  fisher-barke  doth  neare  behold, 
That  giveth  comfort  to  her  conn^  cold ; 
Such  was  the  state  of  this  most  coorteous  knight 
Being  oppressed  by  that  faytonr  bold. 
That  he  remayned  in  most  perilous  plight. 
And  his  sad  fadie  left  in  pitifuU  affright : 


XI. 

Tin  that,  by  fortune  passing  all  foresight, 

A  salvage  msn,  which  in  those  woods  did  wonne, 

Drawne  with  that  ladies  lond  snd  piteous  shright 

I'owaid  the  same  incessantly  did  ronne 

To  understand  what  there  was  to  be  donne : 

'Ibexe  he  this  most  discourteous  crsTen  found 

As  fiercely  yet,  as  when  he  first  begonne. 

Chasing  toe  gentle  Calepine  around, 

Ne  sparing  lum  the  more  for  all  his  grievoas  wound. 


m. 

The  salTsge  man,  that  never  till  this  houre 
Did  tsste  of  pittse,  neither  gentlesse  knew. 
Seeing  his  sharpe  assault  and  cruell  stoure 
Was  much  emmoved  at  his  perils  rew. 
That  even  his  ruder  hart  began  to  rew. 
And  leele  compassion  of  his  evill  plight, 
Against  his  foe  that  did  him  so  pursew ; 
From  whom  he  meant  to  free  him,  if  he  might, 
And  him  avenge  of  that  so  viUenous  despignt. 


IV. 

Yet  trmea  or  weapon  had  he  none  to  fight, 

Ne  knew  the  use  of  warlike  instruments. 

Save  sneh  as  sudden  rage  him  lent  to  smite ; 

But  naked,  without  needfull  vestiments 

To  dad  his  corpse  with  meete  habiliments, 

He  cared  not  for  dint  of  sword  nor  speere. 

No  more  then  for  the  stroke  of  strawes  or  bents : 

For  from  his  mothers  wombe,  which  him  did  bears. 

He  was  invulnerable  made  by  magicke  leare. 


He  stayed  not  t'advize  which  wav  were  beat 

His  foe  t'assayle,  or  bow  himselxe  to  gard. 

But  with  fierce  fary  and  with  force  imest 

Upon  him  ran :  who  bemg  well  prepaid 

Hu  first  aaarah  fnU  warily  did  ward. 

And  with  the  push  of  his  sharp-pointed  speare 

FttQ  on  the  breast  him  strooke,  so  strong  snd  hard 

That  forst  him  baoke  xecoyle  and  reele  sreare ; 

Yet  in  his  bodie  made  no  wound  nor  bloud  appears. 


VI. 

With  that  the  wyld  man  more  enraged  grewi 
Like  to  a  tyg^  that  hath  mist  his  piay. 
And  with  mad  moode  againe  upon  him  flew, 
Regarding  neither  speare  that  mote  him  slay. 
Nor  his  fierce  steed  that  mote  him  much  dismay . 
The  salvage  nation  doth  all  dread  despise : 
Tho  on  hii  shield  he  griple  hold  did  lay. 
And  held  the  same  so  hard,  that  by  no  wise 
He  could  him  force  to  loose,  or  leave  his  enteipriie. 


vn. 

Long  did  he  wrest  and  wring  it  to  and  fro, 

And  every  way  did  try,  but  all  in  vaine ; 

For  he  would  not  his  medio  grype  forgoe, 

But  hayld  and  puld  with  all  hu  might  and  maine. 

That  from  his  steed  him  nigh  he  drew  againe : 

Who  havine  now  no  use  of  his  long  speare 

So  nigh  at  band,  nor  force  his  shield  to  strains. 

Both  speare  and  shield,  as  things  that  needlesse 

were, 
He  quite  forsooke,  and  fied  himselfe  away  for  feare. 

vm. 

But  after  him  the  wyld  man  ran  apace, 

And  him  pursewed  with  importune  speed. 

For  he  was  swift  ss  any  bucks  in  cbace ; 

And,  had  be  not  in  his  extreamest  need 

Bene  helped  throueh  the  swiftnesse  of  his  staedt 

He  had  him  overtaken  in  his  flight, 

Who,  ever  as  he  saw  him  nigh  succeed, 

Gan  cry  aloud  with  horrible  affiright. 

And  shrieked  out ;  a  thing  uncomely  for  a  knight. 


a. 

But,  when  the  sslvage  saw  his  labour  vaine 

In  following  of  him  3iat  fled  so  fast. 

He  wesrie  woze,  and  backe  return'd  againe 

With  speede  unto  the  place,  whereas  he  last 

Had  left  that  couple  nere  their  utmost  cast: 

There  he  that  knight  full  sorely  bleeding  found 

And  eke  the  ladie  fearefully  aghast, 

Both  for  the  perill  of  the  present  stound. 

And  also  for  the  sharpnesse  of  her  rankling  wound 


X. 

For  though  she  were  right  glad  so  rid  to  bee 
From  that  vile  losell  which  oer  late  offended ; 
Yet  now  no  lease  encombranoe  ahe  did  see 
And  perill,  by  this  salvage  man  pretended  ; 
Gainst  whom  she  saw  no  meanea  to  be  defended 
By  reason  that  her  knight  was  wounded  sore: 
Therefore  herselfe  she  wholy  recommended 
To  Gods  sole  grace,  whom  she  did  oft  implore 
To  send  her  succour,  being  of  all  hope  forlore. 
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But  the  wyld  man,  oontr&rie  to  her  feare. 
Came  to  her  creeping  like  a  fawning  hound. 
And  by  mde  tokens  made  to  her  appeare 
Hia  deepe  compaasion  of  her  dolefall  atonnd, 
Kiasing  hia  handa,  and  crouching  to  the  ground ; 
For  other  language  had  he  none  nor  speach, 
But  a  Boft  murmure  and  confused  sound 
Of  aenaelease  worda  (which  nature  did  him  teach 
T'  expreaae  hia  paasiona)  which  his  reaaon  did  em- 
peach: 

ZII. 

And  oomming  Ukewise  to  the  wounded  knight. 
When  he  beheld  the  streamea  of  purple  blood 
Yet  flowing  fresh,  as  moved  with  the  sight, 
He  made  great  mone  after  his  aalvage  mood ; 
And,  running  atreight  into  the  thickest  wood, 
A  certaine  herbe  from  thence  unto  him  brought, 
Whose  vertue  he  hy  use  well  understood ; 
The  iuyce  whereof  into  his  wound  he  wrought. 
And  stopt  the  bleeding  straight,  ere  he  it  ataunohed 
thought. 

xui. 

Then  taking  up  that  recreants  ahield  and  apeare, 
Which  earst  he  left,  he  signes  unto  them  made 
With  him  to  wend  unto  hia  wonning  neare ; 
To  which  he  easily  did  them  perawade. 
Farre  in  the  forrest,  by  a  hollow  ^lade 
Covered  with  moasie  shrubs,  which  spredding  brode 
Did  underneath  them  make  a  gloomy  shade. 
Where  foot  of  liring  creature  never  trode, 
Ne  scarae  wyld  bmata  durst  come,  there  was  this 
wights  abode. 

XtT. 

Thither  he  brought  these  unacquainted  guests  ; 
To  whom  faire  semblance,  as  he  could,  he  shewed 
By  signes,  by  lookes,  and  all  his  other  gests  : 
But  toe  bare  g^und  with  hoarie  mosse  bestrowed 
Must  be  their  bed ;  their  pillow  was  unsowed ; 
And  the  frutes  of  the  forrest  waa  their  feaat : 
For  their  bad  stuard  neither  ploughed  nor  aowed, 
Ne  fed  on  flesh,  ne  ever  of  wyld  beast 
Did  taste  the  bloud,  obeying  natures  first  beheaat. 

XT. 

Yet,  howsoever  base  and  meane  it  were. 
They  tooke  it  well,  and  thanked  God  for  all, 
Which  had  them  freed  from  that  deadly  feare. 
And  sav'd  from  being  to  that  caytive  thrall. 
Here  they  of  force  (as  fortune  now  did  fall) 
Compelled  were  themselves  awhile  to  rest. 
Glad  of  that  easement,  though  it  were  but  small ; 
That,  having  there  their  wounds  awhile  redrest, 
They  mote  the  abler  be  to  passe  unto  the  rest. 

XVI. 

During  which  time  that  wyld  man  did  apply 
Hia  best  endevour  and  his  daily  peine 
In  seeking  all  the  woods  both  mrre  and  nve     [faine 
For  herbea  to  dresse  their  wounds;  still  seeming 
When  ought  he  did,  that  did  their  lyking  nine. 
80  as  ere  Ions  he  had  that  knightes  wound 
Recured  well,  and  made  him  whole  againe : 
Hut  that  aame  ladiea  hurta  no  herbe  he  found 
Which  could  redreaae,  for  it  waa  inwardly  unsound. 


xvn. 


Now  whenaa  Calepine  wa9  woxen  atrong. 

Upon  a  day  he  cast  abrode  to  wend. 

To  take  the  ayre  and  heare  the  thrushes  aong, 

Unarm'd,  aa  rearing  neither  foe  nor  frend. 

And  without  sword  his  person  to  defend ; 

There  him  beiell,  unlocked  for  before. 

An  hard  adventure  with  unhappie  end, 

A  cruell  beare,  the  which  an  innnt  bore, 

Betwixt  hia  bloodie  tawea,  besprinckled  all  with  gore. 

xvm. 

The  litle  babe  did  loudly  aorike  and  aquall. 
And  aU  the  woods  with  piteous  plaints  did  fill. 
As  if  hia  cry  did  meane  tor  to  helpe  to  call 
To  Calepine,  whose  earea  thoae  ahriechea  ahriU, 
Perdnff  hia  hart,  with  pitiea  point  did  thrill ; 
Thatafter  him  he  ran  with  bmIoub  haste 
To  rescue  th*  in&nt,  ere  he  did  him  kill : 
Whom  though  he  saw  now  aomewhat  overpast, 
Yet  by  the  cry  he  follow'd,  and  pursewed  fast. 

XIX. 

WeU  then  him  chaunst  his  heavy  armea  to  want, 
Whoae  burden  mote  empeach  hia  needful  apeed. 
And  hinder  him  from  libertie  to  pant : 
For  having  long  time,  aa  his  deadly  weed, 
Them  wont  to  weare,  and  wend  on  foot  for  need, 
Now  wanting  them  he  felt  himselfe  so  li|ht. 
That  like  anhauke,  which  feeling  heraelfe  freed 
From  bela  and  iessies  which  did  let  her  flight. 
Him  seem'd  his  feet  did  fly  and  in  their  speed  deligbu 

XX. 

So  well  he  aped  him,  that  the  wearie  heere 
Ere  long  he  overtooke  and  forst  to  stay } 
And,  without  weapon  him  assayling  neare, 
Compeld  him  aoone  the  spoyle  adowne  to  lay. 
Wherewith  the  beast  enrag'd  to  loose  his  pny 
Upon  him  turned,  and,  with  greedie  force 
And  fnrie,  to  be  crossed  in  his  way. 
Gaping  ftdl  wyde,  did  thinke  without  remorae 
To  be  aveng'd  on  him,  and  to  devours  his  corse. 


But  the  bold  knieht  no  whit  thereat  diamayd. 

But  catching  up  m  hand  a  ragged  atone 

Which  lay  hereby  (ao  fortune  him  did  ayde) 

Upon  him  ran,  and  thrust  it  all  attone 

Into  hia  gaping  throte,  that  made  him  grone 

And  gaspe  for  breath,  that  he  nigh  choked  waa, 

Being  unable  to  difeat  that  bone ; 

Ne  could  it  upward  come,  nor  downward  paaee, 

Ne  could  he  brooke  the  coldnease  of  the  atony  -"' 


Whom  whenas  he  thus  combred  did  behold, 
Btry  ving  in  vaine  that  nigh  hia  bowels  brast. 
He  with  him  cload,  and,  laying  mightie  hold 
Upon  his  throte,  did  gripe  his  gorge  so  fast. 
That  wanting  breath  him  downe  to  ground  he  oast ; 
And,  then  oppreasing  him  with  urgent  peine. 
Ere  long  entorat  to  breath  his  utmoot  blast. 
Gnashing  hia  cruell  teeth  at  him  in  vaine, 
And  threatning  his  sharpe  dawea,  now  wvntiDg 
powre  to  Btraine. 
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Then  tooke  he  np  betwixt  his  armes  twaise 
The  titUe  bebe,  sweet  relickea  of  his  pray  ; 
Whom  pitjring  to  heare  so  sore  compiaine, 
Kt>m  hts  soft  eyes  the  tesres  he  vrypt  away, 
And  from  his  face  the  filth  that  did  it  rav ; 
And  erery  little  limbe  he  seareht  aronna, 
And  erery  part  that  under  sweath-bands  lay. 
Least  that  tne  beasts  sharpe  teeth  had  any  woand 
Hade  in  his  tender  flesh;  but  whole  them  all  he 
found. 

xinr. 

• 

80,  baring  aU  his  bands  againe  nptyda 
lie  with  him  thought  backe  to  retume  againe ; 
Bat  when  be  lookt  about  on  erery  syde. 
To  weet  which  wsy  were  best  to  entertaine 
To  bring  him  to  the  place  where  he  would  faine. 
He  could  no  path  nor  tract  of  foot  descry, 
Ke  by  inquine  leame,  nor  ghesse  by  ayme ; 
For  nought  but  woods  and  forrests  farre  and  nye. 
That  all  about  did  dose  the  compasse  of  his  eye. 

Much  was  be  then  encombred,  ne  could  tell 
Whidi  war  to  take :  now  west  he  went  awhile, 
Then  nodn,  then  neither,  but  as  fortune  fell : 
So  up  and  downe  he  wandred  many  a  mile 
With  wesrie  trareD  and  uncertaine  toile. 
Yet  nought  the  nearer  to  his  ioumeys  end ; 
And  erennore  his  lorely  little  spoile 
Crying  for  food  did  greatly  him  offend  : 
80  sU  that  day,  in  wandring,  rainely  he  did  spend. 

zxn. 

At  last,  about  the  setting  of  the  sunne, 

Himaelfe  out  of  the  forest  he  did  wynd. 

And  by  good  fortune  the  phone  champion  wonne : 

Where,  feoking  all  about  when  he  mote  fynd 

SoBM  place  of  succour  to  content  his  mynd, 

At  length  he  heard  under  the  forrests  syde 

A  roioe,  that  seemed  of  some  womankynd, 

Whi^  to  heraelfe  lamenting  loudly  eryde, 

And  oft  eomplayn'd  of  fote,  and  fortune  oft  defyde. 


To  whom  apfrroaching,  whenaa  she  perceired 

A  stnnger  wight  in  place,  her  plaint  ahe  stayd. 

As  if  aM  doubted  to  oare  bene  deoeiredf 

Or  loth  to  let  her  aorrowea  be  bewrayd  : 

Whom  whenas  Calepine  saw  so  diamayd. 

He  to  her  drew,  and,  with  faire  blandishment 

Her  cheering  up,  thus  gently  to  her  said : 

**  What  be  you,  wofoU  dame,  which  thus  lament. 

And  for  what  cause,  declare ;  so  mote  ye  not  lepenL" 

zxmi. 

To  wheal  ahe  thus  ;  '*  What  need  me,  sir,  to  tell 

That  which  yourself  hare  earst  ared  so  right  1 

A  wofoU  dame  ye  hare  me  termed  well : 

80  much  mora  wofuU,  as  my  wofull  plight 

Cbuiot  redressed  be  by  liring  wight !" 

"  Kachleve,*'  qnotb  he,  "  if  need  doe  not  rou  bynd, 

I^  it  diasloee,  to  ease  your  griered  sprignt : 

Oftimes  it  b«pe  that  sorrowes  of  the  mynd 

fiad  finedie  ttnsought,  which  smking  cannot  fynd.** 


XXIX. 


Then  thus  began  the  lamentable  dame ; 
"  Sith  then  re  needs  will  know  the  gri^  I  hoord, 
I  am  th'  unfortunate  Matilde  by  name. 
The  wife  of  bold  Sir  Bruin,  who  is  lord 
Of  all  this  land,  late  conquer'd  by  his  sword 
From  a  great  gyant,  called  Cormoraunt, 
Whom  he  did  orerthiow  by  yonder  foord  ; 
And  in  three  battailea  did  so  deadly  daunt. 
That  he  dare  not  letnme  for  all  his  daily  raunt. 


"  So  is  my  lord  now  seis'd  of  all  the  land, 

Aa  in  hia  fee,  widi  peaceable  estate. 

And  quietly  doth  hold  it  in  hia  hand, 

Ne  any  darea  with  him  for  it  debate  : 

But  to  these  happie  fortunes  cruell  fate 

Hath  ioyn'd  one  erill,  which  doth  orerthrow 

All  this  our  ioyes,  and  all  our  blisse  abate ; 

And  like  in  time  to  forther  ill  to  grow, 

And  all  this  land  with  endlesse  Umbo  to  oreT'flow. 

XXXI. 

"  For  th'  hearens,  enrying  our  prosperitie, 
Hare  not  vouchsaft  to  fraunt  unto  us  twaine 
The  gUdfuU  blessing  or  posteritie. 
Which  we  might  see  after  ourselres  ranaine 
In  th'  heritage  of  our  unhappie  peine : 
So  that  for  want  of  heires  it  to  defend, 
All  is  in  time  like  to  retume  againe 
To  that  foule  feend,  who  dayly  dodi  attend 
To  leape  into  the  same  after  our  lires  end. 


xxxn. 


« 


But  moat  my  lord  is  griered  herewithall. 
And  makea  exceeding  mone,  when  he  does  thioke 
That  all  this  land  unto  his  foe  shall  fall, 
For  which  he  long  in  raine  did  sweat  and  swinke. 
That  now  the  same  he  neatly  doth  forthinke. 
Yet  waa  it  sayd,  ihen  mould  to  him  a  ionno 
Bo  gottOH,  not  fttfotten  ;  vkieh  Aould  drink$ 
And  dry  vpaUtno  toator  whieh  doUi  ronm 
In  tho  noxi  broeko,  by  wham  that  f tend  ihould  be  for- 
donno, 

xxxni. 

"  Well  hop't  he  then,  when  this  was  propheside, 
That  from  his  sides  some  noble  chyld  should  rise, 
The  which  through  frme  should  farre  be  magnifide, 
And  this  proud  gyant  ahould  with  brave  emprise 
Quite  orerthrow,  who  now  ginnes  to  despise 
The  good  Sir  Bruin  growing  farre  in  Tears, 
Who  thinkes  from  me  his  sorrow  all  doth  rise. 
Lo!  this  my  cause  of  griefe  to  you  appeares ; 
For  which  1  thus  doe  moume,  and  poure  forth  cease- 
lease  teares.** 

xxxir. 

Which  when  he  heard,  he  inly  touched  was 
With  tender  ruii  for  her  unworthy  griefe ; 
And,  when  he  had  devized  of  her  case. 
He  gan  in  mind  conceire  a  fit  reliefe 
For  all  her  peine,  if  please  her  make  the  priefe : 
And,  baring  chearM  her,  thus  said ;  "  Faire  Dame, 
In  erils  counsell  is  the  comfort  chiefe ; 
Which  though  I  be  not  wise  enough  to  frame. 
Yet,  as  I  well  it  mesne,  rouchsafe  it  without  blarn^ 

X  t 
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ZZXT. 

"  If  that  the  canto  of  tfaia  your  langniahment 
Be  lacke  of  children  to  anpply  yonr  place, 
Lo !  how  good  fortune  doth  to  you  present 
This  litle  habe,  of  sweete  and  lorely  face, 
And  spoUesse  spirit  in  which  ye  mav  encbace 
Wbaterer  formes  ye  list  thereto  apply, 
Being  now  soft  and  fit  them  to  embrace ; 
Whether  ye  list  him  traine  in  cheralry. 
Or  noursle  up  in  lore  of  leam'd  philosophy 

XZXVI. 

"  And,  certes,  it  hath  oftentimes  bene  scene, 
That  of  the  like,  whose  linage  was  unknowns. 
More  brare  and  noble  knights  have  raysed  beene 
(As  their  rictorious  deedes  hsTC  often  showen. 
Being  with  fame  through  many  nations  blowen,) 
Then  those  which  have  bene  aandled  in  the  lap. 
Therefore  some  thought  that  those  brare  imps  were 

sowen 
Here  by  the  gods,  and  fed  with  hearenly  sap. 
That  made  them  grow  so  high  t*  all  honorable  hap." 

XXXVII. 

The  ladie,  hearlming  to  his  sensefull  speech, 
Found  nothing  that  he  said  unmeet  nor  geaaon, 
Havine  oft  scene  it  tryde  as  he  did  teach : 
Therefore  incl3ming  to  his  goodly  reason. 
Agreeing  well  both  with  the  place  and  season, 
She  gladly  did  of  that  same  babe  accept, 
As  other  owne  by  liyerey  and  seisin; 
And,  having  over  it  a  little  wept, 
She  bore  it  thence,  and  ever  as  her  owne  it  kept 


XXXVUI. 

Right  glad  was  Calepine  to  be  so  rid 
Of  his  young  charge  whereof  he  skilled  nought ; 
Ne  she  lesse  glad  ;  for  she  so  wisely  did. 
And  with  her  husband  under  hand  so  wrought* 
That  when  that  inlSmt  unto  him  she  brought. 
She  made  him  think  it  surely  was  his  owne ; 
And  it  in  goodly  thewes  so  well  upbrought» 
lliat  it  became  a  famous  knight  well  knowne. 
And  did  right  noble  deedes ;  the  which  elswfaere  are 
showne. 

XXXIX. 

But  Calepine,  now  being  left  alone 

Under  the  greenewoods  side  in  sorie  plight, 

Withouten  armes  or  steede  to  ride  upon. 

Or  house  to  hide  his  head  from  heavens  spight ; 

Albe  that  dame,  by  all  the  meanee  she  might. 

Him  oft  desired  home  with  her  to  wend. 

And  offred  him,  his  courtesie  to  requite 

Both  horse  and  annes  and  whatso  else  to  lend, 

Yet  he  them  all  refuad,  though  thankt  her  as  a  frand } 


xu 

And,  for  exceeding  griefe  which  toly  grew, 
That  he  his  love  so  lucklesse  now  had  lost. 
On  the  cold  ground  maugre  himselfe  he  threw 
For  fell  despight,  to  be  so  sorely  crost ; 
And  there  sll  night  himselfe  in  ang^oifh  tost. 
Vowing  that  never  he  in  bed  againe 
His  limbes  would  rest,  ue  lig  in  ease  emboet. 
Till  that  his  ladies  sight  he  mote  attaine. 
Or  understand  that  she  in  safetie  did  remaine. 


CANTO  V. 

The  salvage  serves  Serena  well. 
Till  she  Prince  Arthure  fynd  ; 

Who  her,  together  with  his  squyre. 
With  th'  Hermit  leaves  behynd. 


O  WHAT  an  easie  thing  is  to  descry 
The  gentle  bloud,  however  it  be  wrapt 
In  sad  misfortunes  foule  defoimity 
And  wretched  sorrower,  which  have  ofWn  hapt ! 
For  howsoever  it  may  grow  nii8«shapt. 
Like  this  wyld  man  being  undisciplynd. 
That  to  all  vertue  it  may  seeme  unapt ; 
Yet  will  it  shew  some  sparkes  of  gentle  mynd, 
And  at  the  last  breake  forth  in  his  owne  proper 
kynd« 

u. 

That  plainely  may  in  this  wjld  man  be  red, 

Who,  though  he  were  still  m  this  desert  wood, 

MoDgst  salvage  beasts,  both  rudely  borne  and  bred, 

Ne  ever  saw  faire  guiie,  pe  learned  good. 

Yet  shewd  some  token  of  his  ffentle  blood 

By  gentle  usage  of  that  wretched  dame  : 

For  certes  he  was  borne  of  noble  blood. 

However  by  hard  hap  he  hether  came  ; 

As  ye  may  anow,  whan  time  shall  be  to  tell  the  same. 


m. 


Who,  whenas  now  long  time  he  lacked  had 

The  good  Sir  Calepine,  diat  farre  was  stimyd 

Did  wexe  exceeding  sorrowfull  and  sad, 

As  he  of  some  misfortune  were  afirayd ; 

And,  leaving  there  this  ladie  all  dismayd. 

Went  forth  streightway  into  the  forrest  wyde 

To  seeke  if  he  perchance  asleep  were  laytC, 

Or  whatso  else  were  unto  him  betyde :  [spjde. 

He  sought  him  farre  and  neare,  yet  him  no  whin  he 


IV. 


Tho,  backe  returning  to  that  aorie  dame. 

He  shewed  semblsnt  of  exceeding  mone 

By  speaking  aignes,  aa  he  them  best  could  frame. 

Now  wringing  both  his  wretched  hands  in  one. 

Now  beating  nia  hard  head  upon  a  stone, 

That  ruth  it  was  to  see  him  so  lament : 

By  which  i^e  well  perceivine  what  vras  done, 

Can  teare  her  hayre,  and  all  ber  garments  rent. 

And  beat  her  breast,  and  piteously  henelfi»  toxmeot. 
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Upon  the  ground  henelfe  she  fiereely  threw, 
Regvdlesee  of  her  wounds  yet  hleemng  rife, 
Hiet  with  their  Uoud  did  all  the  flore  imbrew, 
Aa  if  her  breast  new  lanncht  with  murdroas  Imife 
Woold  straight  dislodj^  the  wretched  weahe  life: 
There  she  long  groTohng  and  deepe  groning  lay, 
Aa  if  her  TitaU  powers  were  at  strife 
With  stronger  death,  and  feared  their  decay : 
Such  were  this  ladiea  pangs  and  dolorous  assay. 


▼I. 

Whom  when  the  salTage  saw  so  sore  distreet. 

He  nared  her  up  from  the  bloudie  ground, 

And  sought,  by  all  the  meanes  that  he  coidd  beat. 

Her  to  rscure  out  of  that  atony  swound. 

And  staunch  the  bleeding  of  her  dreary  wound : 

Yet  nonld  she  be  recomforted  for  nought, 

Nor  ceaee  her  aorrow  and  impatient  stound. 

But  day  and  night  did  veze  her  carefnll  thought. 

And  ever  mon  and  more  her  owne  affliction  wrought 


At  length,  whenas  no  hope  of  his  retonme 

She  saw  now  left,  she  oast  to  leave  the  place. 

And  wend  abrode,  though  feeble  and  forlome. 

To  seeke  some  comfort  in  that  sorie  case : 

His  steede,  now  strong  through  rest  so  long  a  space 

WeQ  aa  ahe  could  ahe  got,  and  did  bedight; 

And  being  thereon  mounted  forth  did  pace 

Withouten  guide  her  to  conduct  aright. 

Or  guard  hor  to  defend  from  bold  oppressors  might. 


▼m. 

fVhom  her  host  saw  readie  to  depart, 
He  would  not  suffer  her  alone  to  iare. 
But  gaa  himselie  addresse  to  take  her  part. 
Thoae  warlike  armes,  which  Calepine  wbyleare 
Had  left  behind,  he  gm  eftsoones  prepare, 
And  put  them  idl  about  himself  unfit, 
His  soield,  his  helmet,  and  his  curats  bare. 
But  without  sword  upon  his  thigh  to  sit; 
Sir  CalepOM  himselfe  away  had  hidden  it. 

tz. 

So  forth  they  trayeld  an  uneven  payre. 
That  mote  to  all  men  seeme  sn  uncoudi  sight; 
A  salrase  man  matcht  with  a  ladie  fiiyre 
That  n&er  seem'd  the  conquest  of  his  might 
Gotten  by  spoyle  then  purchaoed  sright : 
But  be  did  her  attend  most  carefully. 
And  fiothiitlly  did  senre  both  day  and  night 
Withouten  thought  of  shame  or  villeny, 
Ne  erer  ahewed  eigne  of  fotfe  dialoyalty. 


Upon  a  day,  aa  on  their  way  they  went. 

It  cheonat  some  i\imiture  about  her  steed 

To  be  dieoidred  by  some  accident ; 

Which  to  redresee  she  did  th*  assistance  need 

Of  this  her  groome ;  which  he  by  signes  did  reede ; 

And  straight  his  oombrous  armes  aside  did  lay 

Upon  Iba  ground,  withouten  doubt  or  dreed ; 

And,  in  faia  homely  wise,  began  to  assay 

T*  amend  what  was  amiaae,  and  put  in  right  aray. 


xz. 


Bout  which  whilest  he  was  busied  thus  hard, 
Lo  I  where  a  knight,  together  with  his  squire, 
All  arm'd  to  point  came  ryding  thetherward ; 
Which  seemed,  by  their  portance  and  attire. 
To  be  two  errant  knights,  that  did  inquire 
After  adventures,  where  they  mote  them  get : 
Those  were  to  weet  (if  that  ye  it  reouire) 
Prince  Arthur  and  joung  Tmiiaa,  wnicb  met 
By  straunge  occasion,  that  here  needs  forth  be  set 


xu* 

After  that  Timiaa  had  againe  recured 
The  favour  of  Belphebe,  as  ye  heard, 
And  of  her  nace  did  stand  againe  aasured. 
To  faappie  blisse  he  was  full  high  uprear'd. 
Nether  of  envy  nor  of  chaunge  afeard : 
Though  many  foes  did  him  maligne  therefore. 
And  with  umust  detraction  him  did  beud  ; 
Yet  he  himselfe  so  well  and  wisely  bore, 
That  in  her  aoveiaine  lyking  he  dwelt  evermore. 

xm. 

But,  of  them  all  which  did  his  mine  seeke. 
Three  migbtie  enemies  did  liim  most  despight. 
Three  migbtie  onea,  and  cruell  minded  eeke. 
That  him  not  onely  sought  by  open  might 
To  overthrow,  but  to  supplant  by  slight : 
The  first  of  them  by  name  waa  cald  Despetto, 
Exceeding  all  the  rest  in  powre  and  hight; 
The  second,  not  so  strong  but  wise,  Decetto ; 
The  third,  nor  strong  nor  wise  but  spightfullest, 
Defetto. 

XIV. 

OfUmea  their  sundry  powrea  they  did  employ. 
And  several  deceipts,  but  all  in  vaine ; 
For  neither  they  by  force  could  him  deatroy, 
Ne  yet  entrap  in  treasons  subtill  traine: 
Therefore,  conspiring  all  together  plaine. 
They  did  their  counsels  now  in  one  compound 
Where  singled  forces  £ule,  conioynd  may  gaine. 
The  blatant  beast  the  fittest  meanes  they  found 
To  worke  his  utter  shame,  and  througnly  him  con* 
found. 

XV. 

Upon  a  day,  as  they  the  time  did  waite 
When  he  did  raunge  the  wood  for  salvage  game, 
1  hey  aent  that  blatant  beast  to  be  a  baite 
To  oraw  him  from  his  deare  beloved  dame 
Unwares  into  the  daunger  of  defiune : 
For  well  they  wist  that  aquire  to  be  so  bold. 
That  no  one  beast  in  forrest  wylde  or  tame 
Met  him  in  chase,  but  he  it  challenge  would. 
And  plucke  the  pray  oftimes  out  of  their  greedy 
hould. 

XVI. 

Hie  hardy  boy,  aa  they  devised  had, 

Seong  the  ugly  monster  paasing  by. 

Upon  him  set,  of  perill  nought  adrad, 

Ne  skilfull  of  the  uncouth  ieopardy  ; 

And  charged  him  so  fierce  and  furiously. 

That,  his  great  force  unable  to  endure. 

He  forced  was  to  tume  from  him  and  fly : 

Yet,  ere  he  fled,  he  with  his  tooth  impure 

Him  heedlesse  bit,  the  whiles  he  wss  theniof  secure. 
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xvit. 

Securely  he  did  after  bim  pnraew, 

Thinldng  by  >P^  to  orertake  his  tight ;       [drew, 

Who  through  tmcke  woods  «id  brakes  and  brien  his 

To  weary  him  the  more  ind  waste  his  spight, 

So  that  he  now  has  sfanost  spvat  his  spnght ; 

Till  that  at  length  nnto  a  wood^  glade 

He  came,  whoM  oorert  stoot  his  farther  sight ; 

There  his  three  foes  shrowded  in  gnilefiill  shade 

Out  of  their  ambush  broke,  and  gan  him  to  inTade. 

Sharpely  ther  all  attonee  did  him  asaaile. 
Burning  with  inward  rancour  and  des^ight. 
And  heaped  strokes  did  round  about  him  hole 
IVith  so  noge  force,  that  snemfid  nothing  mi|^ 
Beare  off  their  blowes  from  piercing  thorough  quits : 
Yet  he  them  all  so  warily  did  wara, 
That  none  of  them  in  his  soft  flesh  did  bits; 
And  all  the  while  his  backe  for  best  safegaid 
He  lent  against  a  tree,  that  baekeward  onset  bazd. 

xn. 

Like  a  wrlde  bull,  that,  beine  at  a  bay. 

Is  bay  ted  of  a  mestiffe  and  a  hound 

And  a  curre-dog,  that  doe  him  sharps  assay 

On  ereiy  side,  and  beat  about  him  round ; 

But  most  that  cnrre,  barking  with  bitter  sownd, 

And  creeping  still  behinde,  doth  him  inoomber. 

That  in  his  cnsuffd  he  digs  the  trampled  ground. 

And  threats  his  horns,  and  bellowes  uke  the  thonder : 

So  did  that  squire  his  foes  disperse  and  drireasonder. 

XX. 

Him  well  behoved  so ;  for  his  three  foes 
Sought  to  encompasse  him  on  erery  side^ 
And  dangerously  did  round  about  enclose : 
But,  most  of  all,  Defetto  him  annoyde. 
Creeping  behinde  him  stiU  to  hsTe  destroyde ; 
So  did  Decetto  eke  him  dicumrent; 
But  stout  Despetto  in  his  greater  pryde 
Did  6ront  him.  face  to  free  against  him  bent : 
Yet  he  them  all  withstood,  and  often  made  relent. 


Till  that  at  length  nigh  tyrd  with  former  ehooe. 
And  weary  now  with  carefoll  keeping  ward, 
He  gan  to  shrinke  and  somewhat  to  giro  place. 
Full  like  ere  long  to  have  escaped  hud ; 
Whenas  uawares  he  in  the  fbrrest  heard 
A  trampling  steede,  that  with  kis  neighing  fast 
Did  wame  his  lider  be  uppon  his  gard ; 
With  noise  whereof  the  squire,  now  mA  sghsst 
Reyired  was,  snd  sad  dispaire  aw^  did  cast. 


Eflsoones  he  spide  a  knight  approching  aye; 

Who,  seeing  one  in  so  graat  ounger  set 

Mongst  msnj  foes,  himself  did  Mar  hys 

To  reskue  him,  and  his  weake  partabet. 

For  pitty  so  to  see  him  orerset : 

Whom  soone  as  his  three  enemies  did  yew. 

They  fled,  and  fiurt  into  the  wood  did  get : 

Him  booted  not  to  thinke  them  to  pnrsew  ; 

The  covert  was  so  thicke,  that  did  no  paasage  abew. 


Then,  toining  to  ottt 
To  be  his  Timias,  his  owns  tree  squire ; 
Whereof  exceeding  glad,  he  to  " 
And,  him  embracing  twixt  his 
Him  thus  beqiake ;  "Myliefi^my  Kfos 
Why  hare  ye  me  alone  thus  long  yleftl 
Tell  me  what  world'a  deapight,  or  boa' 
Hath  you  thus  long  away  fiom  ma  bereft  1 
Where  hare  ye  all  this  whik  bin  wandring. 
bene  weftr 


With  that  he  aighed  deepe  for  inward 
To  whom  the  aquire  nought  aunswered 
But,  ahedding  few  aofl  teoraa  fron 
His  dear  affect  with  aileBee  didrestnine^ 
And  shot  up  all  hia  plaint  in  pmy  pame. 
There  they  awhile  acme  graoioQB  speecho 
Aa  to  them  aeem'd  it  tine  to  entartaino: 
After  all  which  up  to  their  ateedea  they 
And  forth  togedierrode,  a  eonely  ooo;  ' 


So  now  they  be  arrired  both  in  aight 
Of  this  wjrid  man,  whom  they  full  busie  food 
About  the  sad  Serena  things  to  dight. 
With  those  biaTe  aonoun  lying  on  the  giwnid. 
That  sesm'd  the  qmle  of  aosae  iwht  wuH  imbwi 
Which  when  thst  squire  beheld,  bo  to  theaa  atanC 
Thinking  to  take  them  from  thai  hylding  hovM; 
But  he  it  seeing  lightly  to  him  lept* 
And  stemely  with  strong  hand  it  firam  his  handling 
kept. 


Gnsshing  his  giinded  teeth  with  gnealy  looks* 
And  sparkling  firs  out  of  his  furiooa  ejva. 
Him  with  hia  fist  unwares  on  th'  head ' 
That  made  him  downe  unto  tibe  earth 
Whence  aoone  upetartmg,  much  he  gan  lap 
And  laying  hand  uppoa  ma  wrathfull  blado 
Thought  tbeiewithaU  forthwith  him  to  hayn 
Who  It  pereeiying  hand  upon  him  layd. 
And  greedify  him  griping  hia  ayengemo 

xxyn. 

With  that  aloude  tiie  foire  Serena  eryde 
Unto  the  knight,  them  to  dispsrt  in  twaine : 
Who  to  them  stepping  did  them  soone  diyido^ 
And  did  from  further  yiolenoe  restrained 
Albe  the  wyld  sun  hardly  would  rcfraino. 
Then  gan  the  prince  of  her  lor  to  demand 
What  and  firom  whence  ahewaa;  and  by  what 
She  fell  into  that  adTseo  yillainea  hand ; 
And  whether  free  widi  him  ahe  now 


To  whom  ahe  thus ;  **  I  am,  as  now  ye  i 
The  wretchedst  dsase  diet  liyea  diia  ay  on 
Who  both  in  minde  (die  which  most 
And  body  havo  reoeiy'd  a  mortall  wovad* 
That  hath  me  driven  to  this  drary  stoond. 
I  was  erewhile  the  loye  of  Calepine ; 
Who  whether  he  alire  be  to  be  found. 
Or  by  aome  deadly  channce  be  done  to  pine, 
Since  f  him  lately  lost,  uneath  ia  to  deflnew 


) 
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xxxx. 

**  Is  MlTige  forreat  I  him  lost  of  late. 
Where  I  had  auxelj  long  ere  this  bene  dead. 
Or  else  remained  in  most  wretched  atate. 
Had  not  this  wylde  man  in  that  wofull  atead 
Kept  and  delivered  me  from  deadly  dread. 
In  such  a  aalrage  wight,  of  brutish  kynd. 
Amongst  wilde  beastes  in  desert  forrests  bred, 
It  is  moat  straunge  and  wonderful  to  fynd 
So  milde  humanity  and  perfect  gentle  mynd. 

zxz. 

**  Let  me  therefore  this  farour  for  him  finde. 
That  ye  will  not  your  wrath  upon  him  wreake, 
Sith  he  cannot  expresae  his  simple  minde, 
Ne  yours  eonceiTe,  ne  but  by  tokens  speake: 
Small   praise    to  prore    your  powre  on  wight  ao 

weake!" 
With  such  faire  words  she  did  their  heate  asswage. 
And  the  strong  course  of  their  displeasure  breake, 
That  they  to  pitty  tumd  their  fonner  rage. 
And  each  aought  to  supply  the  office  of  her  page. 


So,  having  all  things  well  about  her  dight. 
She  on  her  way  oast  fi>rward  to  proceede ; 
And  they  her  fertb  conducted,  where  they  might 
Finde  harbour  fit  to  comfort  her  great  neede : 
For  now  her  wounds  corruption  gan  to  breed : 
And  eke  thia  squire,  who  likewise  wounded  waa 
Of  that  aame  monster  late,  for  lacke  of  heed 
Now  gan  to  faint,  and  forther  could  not  pas 
Through  feebleaesse,  which  all  his  limbes  oppiessed 
hM. 

xxxn. 

So  forth  they  rode  together  all  in  troupe 

Toseeke  some  place,  the  which  mote  yeeld  some  ease 

To  these  aicke  twaine  that  now  began  to  droupe : 

And  all  the  way  the  prince  sought  to  appease 

The  bitter  anguish  of  their  sharps  disease 

By  aU  the  courteous  meanea  he  could  invent ; 

Somewhile  with  merry  purpose,  fit  to  please. 

And  othsrwhile  with  good  encouragement. 

To  make  them  to  endure  the  pains  did  them  torment 

xxzni. 

Mongst  which,  Serena  did  to  him  relate 

The  foule  disoourt'sies  and  unknightly  parts. 

Which  Turpine  had  unto  her  shewed  late 

Without  compassion  of  her  cruell  smarts : 

Although  Blttidioa  did  with  all  her  arts 

Him  otherwise  perswade  all  that  she  might. 

Yet  he  of  malice,  without  her  deserts. 

Not  onely  her  excluded  late  at  night. 

But  also  trayteroualy  did  wound  her  weaiy  knight. 

xxxnr. 

WlMTCwith  the  prince  sore  moved  there  avoud 

That,  aoone  as  he  returned  backe  againe. 

He  would  avenge  th' abuses  of  that  proud 

And  ahameful  knight,  of  whom  ahe  did  complaine. 

This  wise  did  they  each  other  entertaiae 

To  pasae  the  tedious  tzavell  of  the  way ; 

Tfll  towards  night  the3r  came  unto  a  piaine. 

By  which  a  little  bennitage  there  lav, 

FarfinomaU  naigbbottrhood,  the  which  annov  it  may. 


I 


XXXV. 

And  nirh  thereto  a  little  chappel  stoode. 
Which  Doing  all  with  y  vy  overspred 
Deckt  all  the  roofe,  and,  shadowing  the  roode, 
Seem'd  like  a  grove  faire  braunched  over  bed: 
Therein  the  hermite,  which  his  life  here  led 
In  streight  observaunce  of  religious  vow. 
Was  wont  his  howres  and  holy  things  to  bed , 
And  therein  he  likewise  waa  praying  now, 
Whenas  these  knights  arrived,  they  wist  not  where 
nor  how. 

XXXVI. 

They  stayd  not  there,  but  streightway  in  did  pas: 
Whom  when  the  hermite  present  saw  in  place. 
From  his  devotion  streight  he  troubled  was ; 
Which  breaking  off  he  toward  them  did  pace 
With  stajred  steps  and  grave  beseeming  grace : 
For  well  it  seem'd  that  whilome  he  had  beene 
Some  goodly  person,  and  of  gentle  race, 
That  could  bis  good  to  all ;  and  well  did  weene 
How  each  to  entertaine  with  curt'sie  well  beseene : 


xxxvn. 

And  soothly  it  was  sayd  by  common  fame. 
So  long  as  age  enabled  him  thereto, 
That  he  had  bene  a  man  of  mickle  name, 
Renowmed  much  in  armes  and  derring  doe  : 
But  being  aged  now,  and  weary  to 
Of  warres  delight  and  worlds  contentious  toyle. 
The  name  of  knighthood  he  did  disavow ; 
And,  banging  up  his  armes  and  warlike  spoyle. 
From  all  this  worlds    incombiance    did  himselfe 
assoyle. 

XXX  vm. 

He  thence  them  led  into  his  hermitage, 
Letting  their  steedes  to  graze  upon  the  greene 
Small  was  his  house,  and,  like  a  little  cage. 
For  his  owne  tnme;  yet  inly  neate  and  clene, 
Deckt  with  greene  boughea  and  flowers  gay  beseene  * 
Therein  he  them  full  faire  did  entertaine 
Not  with  such  forged  showes,  as  fitter  beene 
For  courting  fooles  that  curtesies  would  foine 
But  with  entire  affection  and  appearaunoe  pbdiie. 

XXXIX. 

Yet  was  their  fare  but  homely,  such  aa  hee 
Did  use  his  feeble  body  to  sustaine ; 
The  which  full  gladly  they  did  take  in  glee. 
Such  as  it  was,  ne  did  of  want  complaine. 
But,  being  well  suffiz'd,  them  rested  faine : 
But  fair  Serene  all  night  could  take  no  rest, 
Ne  yet  that  gentle  squire,  for  grievous  peine 
Of  their  late  woundes,  the  which  the  blatant  beast 
Had  given  them,  whose  griefe  through  suffraunce 
sore  incieast. 

XL. 

So  all  that  night  they  past  in  great  disease, 
TiU  that  the  morning,  bringing  earely  light 
To  guide  mens  labours,  brougnt  them  alao  ease. 
And  some  ssawagement  of  their  painefiill  plight. 
Then  up  they  rose,  and  gan  themselves  to  dight 
Unto  their  ioamey  ;  but  that  squire  and  dame 
So  faint  and  feeble  were,  that  they  ne  might 
Endure  to  travell,  nor  one  footo  to  frame  : 
Their  hearta  were  aicke;  their  sides  were  sore ;  their 
feete  were  lame. 
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ZLI. 

llierefora  the  prince,  whom  gnat  AiEdrM  in  mjnd 
Would  not  pennit  to  make  there  lenger  stay. 
Was  forced  there  to  leare  them  both  beh jnd 
In  that  good  hermits  charge,  whom  he  did  pimjr 
To  tend  them  well :  So  f<»th  he  went  his  wmj. 
And  with  him  eke  the  nlrage  (that  whyleare 
Seeing  his  royal  usage  and  array 
Was  greatly  growne  in  lore  of  that  brare  pere) 
Would  neeoes  depart ;  as  shall  declared  be  elaewhera» 


CANTO  VI. 

The  hermite  heales  both  squire  and  dame 

Of  their  sore  maladies : 
He  Turpine  doth  defeate  and  shsme 

For  his  late  vfllanies. 


No  wound,  which  warlike  hand  of  enemy 

Inflicta  witii  dint  of  sword,  so  sore  doth  light 

As  doth  tbe  poysnons  sting,  which  in£Bmy 

Infixeth  in  the  name  of  noble  wi^ht : 

For.  by  no  art  nor  any  leaches  might. 

It  ever  can  recured  be  againe ; 

Ne  all  the  skill,  which  that  immortall  spright 

Of  Podalyrius  did  in  it  retaine, 

Can  remedy  such  hurts;  such  hurts  are  hellish  peine. 


n. 

Such  were  the  wounds  the  which  that  blatant  beast 
Made  in  the  bodies  of  that  squire  and  dame ; 
And,  being  such,  were  now  much  more  increast 
For  want  of  taking  heede  unto  the  same. 
That  now  corrupt  and  curelease  they  became : 
Howbe  that  carefull  hermite  did  bis  best. 
With  many  kindes  of  medicines  meete,  to  tsme 
The  poysnous  humour  which  did  most  infest 
Their  ranckling  wounds,  and  erery  day  them  duely 
drest. 

nx. 

For  he  right  well  in  leaches  cnft  was  seene ; 
And,  through  the  long  experience  of  his  dayes. 
Which  bad  in  many  fortunes  tossed  beene 
And  past  through  many  perillous  assayes. 
He  knew  the  diverse  went  of  mortall  wayes. 
And  in  the  mindes  of  men  had  great  insight ; 
Which  with  sage  counsell,  when  they  went  astray, 
He  could  enforme,  and  them  reduce  aright ; 
And  all  the  passions  heale,  which  wound  the  weaker 
spright. 

nr. 

For  whylome  he  had  bene  a  doughty  knight. 

As  any  one  that  lived  in  his  daies. 

And  proTed  oft  in  many  perillous  fight. 

In  which  he  grace  and  glory  wonne  alwaies. 

And  in  all  batteb  bore  away  the  baies : 

But  being  now  attacht  with  timely  age. 

And  weaxy  of  this  worlds  unquiet  waies, 

He  tooke  himselfe  xmto  this  hermitage. 

In  which  he  liy*d  alone,  like  cardesse  bird  in  cage. 


One  day,  aa  he  was  searching  of  dieir  woandt. 
He  found  that  they  had  fostred  privily ; 
And,  ranckling  inward  with  nnitdjr  stooiida. 
The  inner  parts  now  gan  to  putrify. 
That  quite  they  seem  d  past  helpe  of  snigery ; 
And  rather  needed  to  be  dismpUade 
With  hdesome  reede  of  ssd  sobxisty. 
To  rule  the  stubbome  xage  of  passion  Uinda : 
Gum  aaUm  to  mmy  mn,  hui  eonumU  Co  tfte 


▼X. 


So,  taking  them  apart  into  his  oeQ, 

He  to  that  point  fit  speaches  gan  to  firama. 

As  he  the  art  of  words  knew  wondrous  weD, 

And  eke  could  doe  ss  well  as  say  the  same ; 

And  thus  he  to  them  sayd;  "  Fairs  daughter  dame. 

And  you,  foire  sonne,  which  hue  thus  Unag  now  lie 

In  piteous  languor  since  ye  hither  came  ; 

In  raine  of  me  ye  hope  for  remedie. 

And  I  likewise  m  Tsine  doe  salves  to  yoa  applie  - 


▼n. 

"  For  in  youradfe  your  onely  hdpe  doth  lie 
To  heale  yourselves,  and  must  proceed  alone 
From  your  owne  will  to  cure  your  maladie. 
Who  can  him  cure  that  will  be  cur'd  of  none  t 
If  therefore  health  ye  seeke,  observe  this  one : 
First  leame  your  outward  senses  to  refiraine 
From  things  that  stirre  up  fraile  affecti<m  ; 
Your  eies,  your  eares,  your  tongue,  your  talk  restnine 
From  that  they  most  afiect,  and  in  due  tannea  ood> 
taine. 


"  For  firom  those  outward  senoes,  ill  afleeted. 
The  seede  of  sll  this  evill  first  doth  spring. 
Which  at  the  first,  before  it  had  infected. 
Mote  easie  be  supprest  with  kttle  thing  : 
But,  being  growen  strong,  it  forth  doth  bring 
Sorrow,  snd  snguish,  and  impatient  peine, 
Ie.  th'  inner  parts  ;  and  lastly,  scattering 
Contiguous  poyson  close  through  every  vaine. 
It  never  rests  till  it  have  wrought  his  finall  bnne 
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"  For  thst  1>ea8te8  teeth,  wbich  wounded  yoa  tofore, 

Are  eo  ezoeeding  renemoiis  and  keene, 

Made  aU  of  rusty  yron  mncklinf  sore. 

That,  where  they  bite,  it  hooteth  not  to  weene 

With  salve,  or  antidote,  or  other  mene. 

It  erer  to  amend :  ne  marraile  ought ; 

For  that  same  beast  was  bred  of  hellisb  strene. 

And  long  in  darksome  stygian  den  upbronght, 

Begot  of  foule  Echidna,  as  in  bookes  is  taught. 

z. 

'*  Echidna  is  a  monster  direful!  dred. 
Whom  gods  doe  hate,  and  hearens  abhor  to  see ; 
80  hideous  is  her  shape,  so  huge  her  bed, 
That  eren  the  hellish  fiends  affrighted  bee 
At  tight  thereof,  and  from  her  presence  flee : 
Yet  (ud  bar  face  and  former  parts  professe 
A  faire  Yoon^  m^den,  fiiU  of  comely  glee ; 
But  all  ner  huder  parts  did  plaine  expresse 
A  sionstroaa  dragon,  fuU  of  fearfull  uglinesse. 


XV* 


ZI. 


if 


To  her  the  gods,  for  her  so  dreadfull  face, 
In  fearefull  darknesse,  furthest  from  the  skie 
And  from  the  earth,  appointed  have  her  place 
Mongst  rocks  and  caves,  where  she  enrold  doth  lie 
In  hMeous  horrour  and  obscurity, 
Wasting  the  strength  of  her  immortall  age : 
Th«re  £d  Typhaon  with  her  company  ; 
Cmell  Typhaon,  whose  tempestuous  mge 
Makea  th  heaveos  tremble  oft,  and  him  with  rowes 
■••wage. 

xn. 

•<  Of  that  commixtion  thev  did  then  beget 

Tbis  hellish  dog,  that  hi^ht  the  blatant  beast ; 

A  widked  monster,  that  his  tongue  doth  whet 

Gainst  all,  both  good  and  bad,  both  most  and  least. 

And  poora  his  poysnous  gall  forth  to  infest 

The  noblest  wights  with  notable  defame : 

Ne  erer  knight  that  bore  so  lofty  creast, 

Xe  ever  lady  of  so  honest  name, 

But  be  them  spotted  with  reproch,  or  secrete  shame. 


zin. 

"  In  raine  therefore  it  were  with  medicine 

To  goe  about  to  aalve  such  kind  of  sore. 

That  rather  oeedes  wise  read  and  discipline 

I'hen  outward  salves  that  may  augment  it  more." 

"  Are  me  !'*  tayd  then  Serena,  siehing  sore, 

**  What  hope  of  heipe  doth  then  for  us  remains, 

If  that  no  salres  may  us  to  health  restore  \" 

**  bat  sith  we  need  good  counsell/'  sayd  the  swaine, 

"Aread^  good  sire,  some  connsell  thatmay  us  sustaine." 


XIV. 

"  The  best,"  sayd  he, "  that  I  can  you  advise. 

Is,  to  avoids  th*  occasion  of  the  ill : 

For  when  the  caose,  whence  evill  doth  arise, 

Kemoved  is,  th*  effect  suroeaseth  stilL 

▲bftfsine  from  pleasure,  snd  restraine  your  wiU ; 

dttbdoe  desire,  snd  bridle  loose  delight ; 

irse  scanted  diet,  and  forbeare  your  fill ; 

Shun  secresie,  and  talke  in  open  sight : 

do  shall  yoo  soone  repairs  your  present  evill  plight 


Thus  having  sayd,  his  sickely  patients 
Did  gladly  hearken  to  his  grave  beheast. 
And  kept  so  well  his  wise  commaundements. 
That  in  short  space  their  malady  was  oeast. 
And  eke  the  biting  of  that  barmefuU  beast 
Was  throughly  heal'd.    Tho  when  they  did  peroeave 
Their  wounds  recur'd,  and  forces  reincreast. 
Of  that  good  hermite  both  they  tooke  their  leave. 
And  went  both  on  their  way,  ne  ech  would  other 
leave: 

zvi« 

Bat  eabh  the  other  voVd  t'accompany : 

The  ladjf  for  that  she  waa  much  m  dred. 

Now  len  alone  m  gteat  extremity ; 

The  souire,  for  that  he  courteous  was  indeed, 

Woula  not  her  leave  alone  in  her  great  need. 

So  both  together  traveld,  till  they  met 

With  a  faire  mayden  dad  in  mourning  weed. 

Upon  a  man^  lade  onmeetely  set, 

And  a  lewd  loole  her  leading  thorough  dij  and  wet 

zvxi. 

But  by  what  meanes  that  shame  to  her  befell. 
And  how  thereof  heraelfe  she  did  acquite, 
I  must  a  while  forbeare  to  you  to  tell ; 
Till  that,  as  comes  by  course,  I  doe  recite 
What  fortune  to  the  Briton  prince  did  lite, 
Pursuing  that  proud  knight,  tbe  which  whileare 
Wrought  to  Sir  Calepine  so  foule  despigfat ; 
And  eke  his  lady,  though  she  sickly  were, 
So  lewdly  had  abusde,  as  ye  did  lately  heare. 

rvni. 

The  prince,  according  to  the  former  token. 
Which  fiure  Serena  to  him  delivered  had, 
Pur8u*d  'iim  straight ;  in  mynd  to  bene  ywroken 
Of  all  the  vile  demeane  and  ussge  bad, 
With  which  he  hsd  those  two  so  ill  bestad  : 
Ne  wight  with  him  on  that  adventure  went. 
But  that  wylde  man ;  whom  though  he  oft  forbad, 
Yet  for  no  bidding,  nor  for  being  shent, 
Would  he  restrained  be  from  his  attendement. 


XIX. 

Arriving  there,  as  did  by  chaunce  befall. 
He  found  the  gats  wyde  ope,  and  in  he  rode, 
Ne  stayd,  till  that  he  came  into  the  hall ; 
Where  soft  dismounting,  like  a  weary  lode. 
Upon  the  ground  with  feeble  feete  he  trode. 
As  he  unable  were  for  veiy  neede 
To  move  one  foote,  but  there  must  make  abode; 
The  whyles  the  salvage  man  did  take  bis  steede 
And  in  some  stable  neare  did  set  him  up  to  feede 

xz. 

Ere  long  to  him  a  homely  groome  there  came. 
That  in  rude  wise  him  asked  what  he  was. 
That  durst  so  boldly,  without  let  or  shame. 
Into  his  lords  forbidden  ball  to  passe  : 
To  whom  tbe  prince,  him  fayning  to  embase, 
Mylde  answer  made,  he  was  an  errant  knight. 
The  which  was  fall'n  into  tbia  feeble  case 
Through  many  wounds,  which  Istely  he  in  fight 
Received  bad,  and  pnyd  to  pitty  his  ill  plight. 
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fiat  he,  the  more  ovtregeoiu  end  bold 
Stemelj  did  bid  hut  quckely  thesoe  eTennt. 
Or  deue  eby ;  for  mhj  t  his  lord  of  old 
Did  hete  ell  errent  knights  which  there  did  heimt, 
Ne  lodginff  would  to  sny  of  then  gnunt ; 
And  thererore  lightly  bed  him  pecke  eway, 
Not  spering  him  with  bitter  words  to  teuot ; 
And  tnerewithell  mde  bend  on  him  did  ley. 
To  thmst  him  out  of  dore  doing  his  worst  esssy. 


Which  when  the  selTSse  eomming  now  m  pleoe 

Beheld,  eftsoooes  he  eU  eoiaged  grew. 

And,  running  straight  upon  uet  TiUaine  base. 

Like  s  fell  lion  et  nun  fiercely  flew. 

And  with  his  teeth  and  naike,  in  present  Tew, 

llim  rudely  rent  end  all  to  peeeea  tore ; 

So  miaerablr  him  all  helpelesae  slew, 

That  with  tne  noise,  whueet  he  did  loudly  rore. 

The  people  of  the  house  rose  forth  in  great  aproie, 

xxnt. 

Who  when  en  snmnd  they  saw  their  feUow  ilaiae. 
And  that  same  knight  and  salTa^  standing  by, 
Upon  them  two  th^  Ml  with  nu^t  and  maine 
And  on  them  layd  so  huge  and  boriibly. 
As  if  they  would  hare  slaine  tbem  preiently  t 
But  the  bold  prince  defended  him  so  well, 
And  their  asaanlt  withstood  so  mightily. 
That,  maum  all  their  SBieht,  he  did  repell        [felU 
And  beat  them  back,  whibt  many  unaemeetb  him 

xznF. 

iTet  he  them  stiH  so  shsrpely  did  pirsew, 
That  few  of  them  he  left  alire,  which  fled, 
Thoie  erill  tidinge  to  their  lord  to  shew : 
Who,  hearing  how  his  people  bedly  iped. 
Came  forth  in  hast ;  where  whenss  with  the  deed 
He  saw  the  ground  all  strow'd,  and  that  lame  knight 
And  salvage  with  their  bloud  fresh  steeming|  red. 
He  woxe  nigh  mad  with  wrath  and  foil  despight. 
And  with  reproechfuU  words  him  thus  bespake  on 
bight; 

XZT. 

"  Art  thou  he,  tiaytor,  that  with  treeson  Tile 

Hast  slsine  my  men  in  this  unmanly  maner. 

And  now  triiimpbest  in  the  piteous  spoile 

Of  these  poore  folk,  whoie  soules  with  blsck  dishonor 

And  fonle  defame  doe  decke  thy  bloudy  baner  1 

The  meede  whereof  shall  shortly  be  thy  shame, 

And  wretched  end  which  still  attendetn  on  her." 

With  that  himielfe  to  battell  he  did  frame ; 

So  did  his  forty  yeomen^  which  there  with  him  came. 

XZTI. 

With  dnadfall  force  they  all  did  him  aaaailey 
And  round  about  with  bo3rstrous  strokes  opprease. 
That  on  hie  shield  did  rattle  like  to  haile 
In  a  grreat  tempest ;  that  in  such  distresse 
He  wut  not  to  which  side  him  to  addreese ; 
And  eTermore  thst  crayen  cowherd  knight 
Was  at  his  backs  with  beartlesse  heedinesie, 
Wsyting  if  he  unwares  him  murther  might : 
For  oowardiie  doth  still  in  yillany  delight. 


XZVXI. 

Whereof  whenas  the  prince  was  weQ  aware. 

He  to  him  tumd  with  furious  intent. 

And  him  against  his  powrs  gan  to  prepare  ; 

Like  a  fierce  buU,  that  being  busie  oent 

To  fight  with  many  foes  about  him  ment. 

Feeling  some  cuire  behinde  his  hedee  to  bite, 

Tumes  him  about  with  fell  ayengement : 

So  likewise  tumde  the  prince  upon  the  koight, 

And  layd  at  him  amaine  with  all  his  will  mad  might. 

zxTm. 

Who,  when  he  once  his  dreadfoll  atrokee  bad  taalid 

Durst  not  the  forie  of  his  force  ab^de. 

But  tnra'd  abacke,  and  to  retyre  him  basted  fbyde : 

Through  the  thick  prease,  there  thinking  mm  te 

But,  when  the  prince  had  once  him  plainely  eyde^ 

He  foot  br  foot  him  followed  alway, 

Ne  would  him  suffer  once  to  sbrinke  asyde ; 

But,  ioyning  close,  huge  lode  at  him  did  lay ; 

Who  flying  atill  did  ward,  and  warding  fly  away* 

ZXIX. 

But,  when  bia  foe  he  still  so  eger  saw, 

Unto  bia  heeles  himselfe  he  did  betake. 

Hoping  unto  some  refoge  to  withdraw : 

Ne  would  the  prince  him  eyer  foot  forsske 

Whereso  he  went,  but  after  him  did  make. 

He  fled  from  roome  to  roome,  from  place  to  place, 

Whyleet  evexy  ioynt  for  dread  of  death  did  quake. 

Still  looking  after  him  that  did  him  chase ; 

That  made  nim  evermore  increese  his  speedie  psce. 

zxx 

At  last  he  up  into  the  chamber  came 

Whereas  his  love  was  sitting  all  alone, 

Wayting'what  tydings  of  her  folks  became. 

There  did  the  prince  nim  overtake  anone 

Crying  in  vaine  to  her  him  to  bemone  ; 

And  with  his  sword  him  on  the  head  did  smyte, 

That  to  the  ground  he  fell  in  senselease  swone : 

Vet,  whether  thwart  or  flatly  it  did  lyte. 

The  tempred  Steele  did  not  into  his  braynepan  byteu 

ZXXl. 

Which  when  the  ladie  saw,  with  great  affiright 
She  starting  up  began  to  shrieke  aloud ; 
And,  with  her  garment  covering  him  from  sight, 
Seem*d  under  her  protection  him  to  shroud  ; 
And,  falling  lowly  at  his  feet,  her  bowd 
Upon  her  Imee,  intreating  him  for  grace, 
And  often  him  besought,  and  prayd,  and  vowd  ; 
That,  with  the  ruth  of  her  so  wretched  case, 
He  stayd  his  second  strooke  and  did  his  hand 


Her  weed  abe  then  wtthdimwing  did  him  disoow 
Who  now  come  to  himselfe  yet  would  not  rise. 
But  still  did  lie  as  dead,  and  quake,  and  quiver, 
That  even  the  prince  his  beseness  did  despise , 
And  eke  his  dame,  him  seeing  in  such  gutce, 
Gan  him  recomfort  and  from  ground  to  rears  t 
Who  rising  up  at  last  in  ffhasUv  wise, 
Like  troubled  ghost,  did  dreadnilly  appetn. 
As  one  that  had  no  life  him  left  througn  fonner 
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xxzm. 

Whom  wlMn  the  priooe  so  deadly  saw  dismayd, 
He  for  sneh  haaeneeae  ahamefuUy  him  sheot. 
And  with  aharpe  worda  did  bitterly  upbrayd ; 
**  Vile  oowheara  dogge,  now  doe  I  much  repent, 
That  erer  I  thia  life  onto  thee  lent, 
Whereof  thou  caytive  ao  unwortbie  ait, 
That  both  thy  lore,  for  lacke  of  hardiment. 
And  eke  thyaelfe  for  want  of  manly  hart. 
And  eke  all  knights  haatabamed  with  thia  knigbtiaaao 
part. 

zxziy. 

"  Yet  further  hast  thou  heaped  ahame  to  ahame, 
And  crime  to  erime,  by  thia  thy  cowheaid  feare : 
For  firat  it  waa  to  thee  reproehfoU  blame, 
T'  erect  thia  vncked  cuatome,  which  I  heare 
Gainat  errant  knigbta  and  ladiea  thou  doat  reare ; 
Whom  when  thou  mayat  thou  doat  of  arms  deapoile. 
Or  of  their  upper  garment  which  they  weare : 
Yet  doeat  thou  not  with  manhood,  but  with  guile, 
Maintaine  thia  evil  nae,  thy  foes  thereby  to  wile. 

zxzv. 

"  And  laatly,  in  approrance  of  thy  wrong, 
To  ahew  auch  fiuntneaae  and  foufe  cowaraize 
la  greateat  ahame ;  for  oft  it  fallea,  that  atrong 
And  valiant  knigbta  doe  raahly  enterprise 
Either  for  finne,  or  elae  for  exercize, 
A  wrongfuU  quarrell  to  maintaine  by  fight ; 
Yet  hare  through  prowesae  and  their  brave  emprixe 
Gotten  great  worahip  in  thia  worldea  eight : 
For  greater  force  there  needa  to  maintaine  wrong  then 
right. 

zzxvi. 

"  Yet  ainoe  thv  life  unto  this  ladie  fayre 
J  given  hare,  lire  in  reproch  and  acome  ! 
Ne  ever  annea  ne  ever  knighthood  dare 
Henoe  to  profeaae ;  for  ahame  is  to  adome 
With  ao  brare  badges  one  so  basely  borne ; 
But  onely  breath,  sith  that  1  did  forgire  I" 
So  baring  from  hia  craren  bodie  tome 
Those  g<Mdly  armes,  he  them  away  did  gire. 
And  ooely  auffired  him  thia  wretched  life  to  lire. 

xxzvn. 

These  whilett  he  thua  waa  aetling  thinga  above, 
Atweoe  that  ladie  myld  and  recreant  knight. 
To  whom  hia  life  he  graunted  for  her  love. 
He  gan  bethinke  him  in  what  periloua  plight 
He  Sad  behynd  bim  left  that  salvage  wiffht 
Amoo^  ao  manj  foea,  whom  aure  he  thought 
Bv  tfau  quite  alaine  in  so  unequall  fieht : 
Tbrrelbiu  deacending  baoke  in  haste  he  sought 
If  yet  he  ware  aKve,  or  to  destruction  brought. 

zzzvnx. 

These  he  him  found  eurironed  about 
With  siaughtied  bodies,  which  his  hand  had  alaine ; 
And  laying  yet  afreeh  with  courap^  atout 
Upon  the  rest  that  did  alive  remame ; 
W  bom  be  Ukewiae  right  aorely  did  constrainei 
Ukm  aeattred  aheepe  to  aeeke  for  safetie, 
Albar  he  gotten  hstd  with  busie  peine 
Some  of  ueir  weapona  which  thereby  did  lie. 
With  which  he  layd  about,  and  made  them  faat  to 
tte. 


xxzzz. 


Whom  when  the  prince  ao  felly  saw  to  rage. 
Approaching  to  lum  neare,  his  hand  he  atayd. 
And  sought,  by  making  aignea,  him  to  asswage: 
Who  them  perceiving,  streight  to  him  obayd. 
As  to  his  lord,  and  downe  lus  weapona  layd, 
Aa  if  he  lon^  had  to  his  beasts  bene  trayned. 
Thence  he  lum  brought  away,  and  up  convayd 
Into  the  chamber,  where  that  dame  remayned 
With  her  unworthy  knight,  who  ill  bim  entertayned 


Whom  when  the  aalvage  aaw  ham  daonger  free, 

Sitting  beaide  hia  ladie  there  at  ease. 

He  weU  remembred  that  the  same  waa  bee, 

Which  lately  aought  hia  lord  for  to  displeaee  ; 

Tho  all  in  rage  he  on  him  streight  did  seaae, 

Aa  if  he  would  in  peecea  him  have  rent ; 

And,  were  not  that  the  prince  did  him  appeese. 

He  had  not  left  one  limbe  of  him  unrent : 

But  atreight  he  held  hia  hand  at  hia  oommaundement 

zu. 

Thua  havine  all  thinga  well  in  peace  ordayned. 
The  prince  himaelfe  there  all  that  night  did  reat ; 
Where  bim  Blandina  fayrely  entertayned 
With  all  the  courteous  glee  and  goodly  feast 
The  which  for  him  abe  could  imagine  beat : 
For  well  abe  knew  the  wayea  to  win  good  will 
Of  every  wight,  that  were  not  too  infrat ; 
And  how  to  pleaae  the  minds  of  good  and  ill. 
Through  tempering  of  her  worda  and  lookea  by  won* 
drous  skilL 


Yet  were  her  words  and  lookea  but  false  and  fajmed^ 
To  aome  hid  end  to  make  more  eaaie  way. 
Or  to  allure  such  fondlinga  whom  abe  trayned 
Into  her  trap  unto  their  owne  decay : 
Tliereto,  when  needed,  abe  could  weepe  and  pray. 
And  when  her  listed  she  could  fawne  and  flatter ; 
Now  amyling  amootbly  like  to  aommers  day. 
Now  glooming  sadly,  so  to  choke  her  matter ; 
Yet  were  her  worda  but  wynd,  and  all  her  tearea  but 
water. 

zLxn. 

Whether  such  grace  were  given  her  by  kjrnd, 

Aa  women  wont  their  guilefull  wita  to  guyde ; 

Or  leamd  the  art  to  please,  I  doe  not  md  : 

This  well  I  wote,  that  abe  ao  well  apptyde 

Her  pleasing  tongue,  that  aoon  abe  pacifyde  [peace : 

The  wrathmll  prince,  and  wrought  her  huabands 

Who  natbeleaae,  not  dierewith  aabafyde. 

His  rancorous  deapight  did  notreleaaae, 

Ne  aecretly  from  tnought  of  fell  revenge  suroei 

ZLIV. 

For  an  that  night,  the  whylee  the  prince  did  reat 

In  careleaae  couch  not  weeting  what  was  ment. 

He  watcht  in  doae  ^wayt  wnk  weapona  prest. 

Willing  to  works  his  vilienous  intent 

On  him,  that  had  ao  abamefnlly  him  ahent : 

Yet  durat  be  not  for  very  eowardize 

Effect  the  aame,  wbylest  all  the  night  waa  apenL 

The  morrow  next  the  prince  did  early  rise. 

And  paaaed  forth  to  follow  hia  firat  enterprize 
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CANTO  vn. 


Taipme  is  baffuld ;  hm  two  knis'lits 
Doe  game  their  tieBaone  meed. 

Fmrre  MinbeUaes  pniiishmcnit 
For  loTea  diadaine  deoreod. 


LnB  aa  the  geotle  hart  itaelfe  bewraTes 
In  doing  gentle  deedee  with  franke  delight, 
Eren  aoue  baaer  n&ind  itselfe  diaplajea 
In  canered  malice  and  rerengefiiU  spight : 
For  to  maligne,  t*  enne,  t'  nae  shifting  alight. 
Be  aigomenta  of  a  rile  donghill  mind ; 
Which,  what  it  dare  not  doe  by  open  mi^t. 
To  worke  by  wicked  treason  wayes  doth  find. 
By  such  diaoourteons   deeda    disooyering  his  base 
kind. 


n. 


That  well  appeara  in  this  diseoorteoos  knight. 

The  coward  Torpine,  whereof  now  I  treat ; 

Who  notwithstanding  that  in  former  fight 

He  of  die  prince  his  life  reoeired  late. 

Yet  in  his  mind  malitious  and  ingrate 

He  gan  doTiae  to  be  areng'd  anew 

For  all  that  shame,  which  kindled  inward  hate : 

Therefore,  ao  soone  as  he  was  out  of  rew. 

Himself  in  hast  he  arm'd,  and  did  him  fkst  porsew. 


m. 


Well  did  he  traet  his  steps  aa  he  did  lyde. 

Yet  would  not  neare  approch  in  danngers  eye. 

But  kept  aloofe  for  drrad  to  be  desciyde, 

Untill  fit  time  and  place  he  mote  espy. 

Where  he  mote  worke  him  scath  ana  rilleny. 

At  last  he  met  two  knighta  to  him  unknowne. 

The  which  were  armed  both  agreeably. 

And  bothcombynd,  whatever  chaunce  were  blowne. 

Betwixt  them  to  divide  and  each  to  make  his  owne. 


ly. 

To  whom'Mse  Tuipine  comming  courteously, 

To  doke  the  mischiefe  which  he  inly  ment, 

Gan  to  complaine  of  great  discourtesie. 

Which  a  straunge  knight,  that  neare  afore  him  went. 

Had  doen  to  him,  and  his  deare  ladie  shent ; 

Which  if  they  would  afford  him  ayde  at  need 

For  to  arenee  in  time  oonrenieDt, 

They  shoula  accomplish  both  a  knightly  deed. 

And  for  their  painea  obtaine  of  him  a  goodly  meed. 


The  kni|^hts  beleey'd  that  all  he  sayd  was  trew ; 
And,  beuu^  fresh  and  full  of  youthly  spright. 
Were  gUd  to  heare  of  that  adventure  new. 
In  which  they  mote  make  triall  of  their  might 
Which  never  yet  they  had  approv'd  in  fight. 
And  eke  desirous  of  the  offred  meed : 
Said  then  the  one  of  them ;  **  Where  is  that  wight. 
The  which  hath  doen  to  thee  this  wrongfiill  deed. 
That  we  may  it  avenge,  and  punish  him  with  speed?" 


VI. 

'  He  lidea,"  aaid  Tmrpme, "  there  not  tun  mks% 
With  a  wyld  man  aoft  footing  by  hia  ayde  ; 
That,  if  ye  list  to  haste  a  litle  more. 
Ye  may  oim  overtake  in  timely  tydeb" 
Eflsoones  they  pricked  forth  with  forward  piide ; 
And,  ere  that  litle  while  they  ridden  had. 
The  gentle  |uince  not  fiure  away  they  spyde, 
Rydmg  a  sofUy  pace  with  nortance  sad. 
Devising  of  his  love  more  ttien  of  daunger  drad. 


VII. 

Then  one  of  them  aloud  unto  him  ciyde. 
Bidding  bun  turne  againe ;  "  False  tfaytour 
Foule  woman-wronger  1" — for  hefahn  defyde. 
With  that  they  both  at  once  with  equal!  tfiAi 
Did  bend  their  speares,  and  both  with  eqimu  might 
Against  him  nn ;  but  th'  one  did  misae  hia  marke. 
And  being  carried  with  his  force  forthiigfat 
Glaunst  awifUy  by ;  like  to  that  heavenly  qwrke. 
Which  glyding  tliroogh  the  ayre  lighta  all  the  hea- 
vensdarke. 

vni. 

But  th'  other,  ayming  better,  did  him  amite 

Full  in  the  ahield  with  so  impetuous  powre. 

That  all  his  launoe  in  peeoes  shivered  qoite^ 

And  scattered  all  about  feU  on  the  flowre : 

But  the  stout  prince  with  much  more  steddy  stowre 

Full  on  his  bever  did  him  strike  so  sore. 

That  the  cold  Steele  through  piercing  did  devowre 

His  vitaU  breath,  and  to  the  eround  him  bore. 

Where  still  he  bathed  1^  in  nis  own  bloody  gorei. 


iz. 

As  when  a  cast  of  fiiulcona  make  their  flight 
At  an  bemeshaw,  that  lyes  aloft  on  wing. 
The  whyles  they  strike  at  him  withheedkaae  might. 
The  warie  fbule  his  bill  doth  backward  wring ; 
On  which  the  firat,  whose  force  her  first  doth  bring. 
Herselfe  ouite  through  the  bodie  doth  engore, 
And  falletn  downe  to  ground  like  senselease  thing  ; 
But  th'  other,  not  so  awift  as  she  before, 
Fayles  of  her  souse,  and  paasiiig  by  dotfa  hurt  no 
more. 


By  this  the  other,  which  was  passed  by, 
Himselfe  reoorering,  was  retum'd  to  fi^t ; 
Where  when  he  saw  his  fellow  lifelesse  ly. 
He  much  was  daunted  with  so  dismal  si^t ; 
Yet,  nought  abatin|f  of  his  fonner  spight. 
Let  drive  at  him  with  so  mslitions  mynd* 
As  if  he  would  have  passed  through  mm  ouight  * 
But  the  steele-head  no  stedfa^  hold  could  fynd. 
But  glauncing  by  deoeiv'd  him  of  that  he  deaynd* 
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zi. 

Not  w  the  prince ;  for  his  well-leanied  B|>eaie 
Tooke  Borer  hould,  end  from  his  hones  l»cke 
AboTe  e  leunees  len^h  him  forth  did  beare. 
And  gainst  the  oold  hud  earth  so  sore  him  strake, 
That  all  his  bones  in  peeces  nigh  he  brake. 
Where  seebg  him  so  lie,  he  left  his  steed. 
And,  to  him  leaping,  vengeance  thought  to  take 
Of  him,  for  all  his  former  follies  meed. 
With  iiaming  sword  in  hand  his  terror  more  to  breed. 

zn. 

The  fearfuQ  swayne  beholding  death  so  nie 
Cryde  ont  aloud,  for  mercie,  him  to  save ; 
In  lieo  whereof  be  would  to  him  descrie 
Great  treason  to  him  meant,  his  life  to  reare. 
The  prince  soone  hearkned,  and  his  life  forgave. 
Then  thus  ssid  he :  "  There  is  a  straunger  knight, 
The  which,  for  promise  of  great  meed.  «s  drmve 
To  this  attempt,  to  wreake  his  hid  despip^ht. 
For  that  himselfr  thereto  did  want  sufficient  might." 

znXa 

The  pnnoe  much  mused  at  such  viDenie,       [meed ; 
And  sayd :  "  Now  sure  ye  weU  have  eam'd  your 
For  th'  one  is  dead,  and  tn'  other  soone  idiaD  die, 
Uoleaee  to  me  thou  hither  bring  with  speed 
The  wretch  that  hyr'd  vou  to  this  wicked  deed." 
He  gM  of  life,  and  willing  eke  to  wreake 
The  guilt  on  hnn  which  did  this  mischiefe  breed. 
Swore  bv  his  sword,  that  neither  day  nor  weeke 
He  wottid  anreeaase,  but  him  wheieso  he  were  would 


zvn. 


ZIT. 

80  Up  he  rose,  and  forth  streightway  he  went 

Backe  to  the  ^aee  where  Turpine  late  he  lore ; 

There  he  hnn  found  in  greet  astonishment. 

To  see  him  so  bedight  with  bloodie  gore 

And  Kfiesly  wonnds,  that  him  appalled  sore. 

Yet  tnus  at  length  he  said  ;  '*  How  now,  sir  knight. 

What  meaneth  this  which  here  I  see  before  ? 

How  fortuneth  this  foale  uncomely  plight, 

80  dxfiraitfirom  that  which  esrst  ye  seem*d  in  sight!" 


'  said  he,  « in  evill  houre  it  fell. 
That  erer  I  for  meed  did  undertake 
80  hard  a  taake  as  life  for  byre  to  sell ; 
The  which  I  eant  adventnr'd  for  your  sake ; 
Witneaae  the  wounds,  and  this  wide  bloudie  lake, 
Which  ye  may  see  yet  all  about  me  steeme. 
Therelbre  now  yeeld,  as  ye  did  promise  make. 
My  due  reward  the  which  right  well  I  deeme 
I  yenned  hare,  that  life  so  dearely  did  redeeme." 

zvi. 

"  Bat  where  then  is,"  quoth  he  halfe  wrothfbllv, 
**  Where  is  the  bootie,  which  therefore  I  bougnt. 
That  cursed  caytive,  my  strong  enexny. 
That  neraant  knight,  whose  hated  life  I  sought  1 
And  wbera  is  eke  your  fiiend  which  halfe  it  ought  V* 
**  He  lyea,"  said  he,  '*  upon  the  oold  bare  ground, 
fflMve  of  that  emnl  kniffht  with  whom  he  fought ; 
When  afterwmrda  myselro  with  many  a  wound 
Did  day  agaiae,  as  ye  may  see  there  in  the  stound." 


Thereof  ftlse  Tuiptn  was  full  glsd  and  fidne. 

And  needs  with  him  streight  to  the  place  would  ryde. 

Where  he  himselfe  might  see  his  foeman  alaine ; 

For  else  his  feare  could  not  be  satisfyde. 

80,  as  they  rode,  he  saw  the  way  all  dyde 

With  streames  of  bloud  ;  which  tracting  by  the  traile. 

Ere  long  they  came,  whenas  in  evill  tyde 

That  other  swayne,  like  ashes  deadly  pale. 

Lay  in  the  lap  of  death,  rewing  his  wretdied  bale 


zvm. 

Much  did  the  creven  seeme  to  mone  his  case. 
That  for  his  sake  his  deare  life  had  forgone ; 
And,  him  bewayling  with  affection  base. 
Did  counterfeit  kind  pittie  where  wss  none : 
For  where's  no  courage,  there's  no  ruth  nor  mone. 
Thence  passing  forth,  not  farre  away  he  found 
Whereas  the  prince  himselfe  lay  all  alone, 
Loosely  displayd  upon  the  grassie  nround. 
Possessed  of  sweete  sleepe  that  luld  him  soft  in 
swound. 

ZIZ. 

Wearie  of  tnvell  in  his  former  fight. 

He  there  in  shade  himselfe  had  layd  to  rest. 

Having  his  armes  and  warlike  things  undi^t, 

Fearelesse  of  foes  that  mote  his  peace  molest ; 

The  whyles  his  salvage  page,  that  wont  be  prest. 

Was  wandred  in  the  wood  another  way. 

To  doe  some  thing,  that  seemed  to  him  best ; 

The  whiles  his  loni  in  silver  slomber  lay, 

Like  to  the  erening  atarre  adom'd  with  deawy  ray. 


Whom  whenas  Turpin  saw  so  loosely  layd, 
He  weened  well  that  he  indeed  was  deaa. 
Like  aa  that  other  knight  to  him  had  sayd : 
But,  when  he  niffh  approcht,  he  mote  aread 
Flaine  signes  in  nim  of  life  and  livelihead. 
Whereat  much  griev'd  against  that  straunger  knight^ 
That  him  too  light  of  credence  did  mislead. 
He  would  have  backe  retyred  from  that  sight. 
That  was  to  him  on  earth  the  deadlieet  despight 

zzi. 

But  that  same  knight  would  not  once  let  him  atari : 
But  plainely  gan  to  him  declare  the  ease 
Of  all  his  mischiefe  and  late  lucklesse  smart ; 
How  both  he  and  his  fellow  there  in  place 
Were  vanquished,  snd  put  to  foule  disgrace ; 
And  how  mat  he,  in  lieu  of  life  him  lent. 
Had  vow'd  unto  the  victor,  him  to  trace 
And  foUow  through  the  world  whereso  he  went. 
Tin  that  he  him  £livered  to  his  punishment. 

zzxi. 

He,  therewith  much  abashed  and  afirayd 
Began  to  tremble  every  limbe  and  vaine ; 
And,  sofUy  whispering  him,  ent3rrely  prayd 
T'  advise  him  bciter  then  by  auch  a  traine 
Him  to  betray  unto  a  straunger  swaine; 
Yet  rather  connseld  him  contr6rywise, 
Sith  he  likewise  did  wrong  by  him  sustains. 
To  ioyne  with  him  and  vengeance  to  devise, 
Whylest  time  did  offer  meanea  him  sleeping  to  aur 
pnae. 


S16 


THE  FA£RI£  QUEENE. 


[RlMK  Tl 


Nathelesse,  for  all  his  ■pneh,  the  gmtle  iciiig;lit 
Would  not  be  tsmpted  to  tudi  TiUeiue, 
Regarding  more  his  faith  which  he  did  plight. 
All  were  it  to  his  mortail  enemie. 
Then  to  entrap  him  by  fiUse  treacherie : 
Great  shame  m  lieges  blood  to  be  embrew'd  I 
Thus  whylest  they  were  debating  diTenlie, 
The  salTage  ibrth  oat  of  the  wood  issew'd 
Raeke  to  the  place,  whefeas  his  lord  he  sleeping  vew'd. 


XXJV. 


There  whan  he  saw  thoee  two  so  neare  him  stand. 
He  doubted  much  what  mole  their  meaning  bee ; 
And,  throwing  downe  his  load  out  of  his  nnd, 
('To  weet,  great  store  of  foriest  frute  which  bee 
Hsd  for  his  food  late  gathered  from  the  tree,) 
Himselfe  unto  his  weapon  he  betooke. 
That  was  an  oaken  plant,  which  lately  bee 
Rent  by  the  root ;  whioh  he  so  stemfy  shoofce, 
Hist  like  an  haaeU  wand  it  quivered  Bid  qnooke. 


xzr. 

Whereat  the  pnnoe  awaking,  when  he  spyde 
llie  traytour  Tuipin  with  that  other  knight. 
He  started  up ;  and  snatching  neare  his  syde 
His  trostie  sword,  the  senrant  of  his  might, 
like  a  fiall  lyon  leaped  to  him  light. 
And  his,  left  hsnd  upon  his  coUar  layd. 
Therewith  the  oowheard,  deeded  with  affii^ht, 
Fell  flat  to  ground,  ne  word  unto  him  sayd. 
But,  holding  up  his  hands,  with  silence  mercae  prayd. 

zxvi. 

But  he  so  full  of  indignation  was. 
That  to  his  prayer  nought  he  would  indine. 
But,  as  he  lay  upon  the  humUed  gras. 
His  foot  be  set  on  his  rile  necke,  in  eigne 
Of  serrile  yoke,  that  nobler  harts  repine. 
Then,  letting  h^  arise  like  abieot  thrall. 
He  gan  to  bun  obieet  his  haynous  crime. 
And  to  reyile,  and  rate,  and  recreant  call. 
And  lastly  to  deapoyle  of  knightly  bannenlL 

zxyu* 

And  after  all,  for  greater  in&mie, 

He  by  the  heeles  him  hung  upon  a  tree. 

And  bafiuld  so,  that  all  wjuch  passed  by 

The  picture  of  his  punishment  might  see. 

And  by  the  like  ensample  warned  bee, 

Howerer  they  through  treason  doe  tran>4sse. 

But  tume  we  now  Imcke  to  that  ladie  uee. 

Whom  late  we  left  ryding  upon  an  esse. 

Led  by  a  carle  and  fdole  which  by  her  side  did  pasao. 

zzyni. 

She  Was  a  ladie  of  great  dignitie. 
And  lifted  up  to  honorable  pkee. 
Famous  through  all  the  lana  of  Faerie : 
Though  of  meane  parentage  and  kindred  base. 
Yet  deckt  with  wondrous  giftes  of  natures  grace. 
That  all  men  did  her  person  much  admire. 
And  praise  the  feature  of  her  goodly  &e»  ; 
I'he  beames  whereof  did  kindw  lovely  fire 
la  th'  harts  of  many  a  knight,  and  many  a  gentle 
aquire: 


But  she  thereof  grew  peood  and  insolant. 
That  none  she  worthie  thought  to  be  her 
But  scomd  them  sll  that  love  unto  her  meat; 
Yet  was  ahe  lov'd  of  asany  a  worthy  pan : 
Unworthv  ahe  to  be  belov'd  ao  den. 
That  could  not  wogfa  of  worthiaeaae  aright : 
For  beautie  is  mora  glorious  bright  and  den^ 
The  more  it  in  admir*d  of  many  a  wight. 
And  noUeat  ahe  that  a«ved  ia  of  aoUsnl  hn^k. 


But  this  ooy  danusQ  thourht  contiariwiaB, 
Hiat  such  proud  looks  wonln  mafcnher  pnyadaaw; 
And  that,  the  mom  ahe  did  all  love  desniaa. 
The  more  would  wretched  lovers  her  ndova. 
What  cared  ahe  who  aigbed  far  her  aoiBt 
Or  who  did  wayle  or  watch  the  weaiie  nightt 
Let  them  that  hst  their  lucklease  lot  daplon; 
She  was  borne  free,  not  bound  to  any  wight. 
And  so  would  ever  live,  and  love  her  own  delight. 


zxzx. 

Through  such  her  atubbome  stifiieaseand  hnrd  hsrt, 
Msny  a  wretch  for  want  of  remedie 
Did  languish  long  in  tife-oonsuming  sbbskI. 
And  at  Uie  last  through  dreery  dolour  die : 
Whylest  ahe,  the  ladie  of  her  lihertie. 
Did  boast  her  beautie  had  such  soveraine  b«^^ 
That  with  the  onely  twinckle  of  her  eye 
The  could  or  save  or  qull  whom  she  would  bight : 
What  could  the  gods  doe  more»  hot  doe  it 
Slight  1 


Butloel  the  gods,  that  mortail  faUiea  vew. 

Did  worthily  revenge  this  maydens  pride  ; 

And,  nought  regarding  her  ao  soodly  hew. 

Did  laugh  at  her  that  many  did  deride, 

Wlulest  she  did  weepe,  of  no  men  mercifide : 

For  on  a  day,  when  Cupid  kept  his  oour^ 

As  he  is  wont  at  eech  Saint  Valentide, 

Unto  the  which  aU  lovera  doe  reeort,  [lepoft; 

That  of  their  lovea  auooesas  they  dian  msy  make 

xszm. 

It  fortun'd  then,  that  when  the  roules  wen  redl. 

In  which  the  namea  of  all  Lovea  folke  were  ^M, 

That  many  there  were  miaaing ;  which  were  ded. 

Or  kept  in  bands,  or  from  their  lovee  ezyled. 

Or  by  some  other  violence  despojrled. 

Which  whenas  Cupid  heard,  he  wezed  wroth ; 

And,  doubting  to  be  wrangled  or  beguHed, 

He  bed  his  eyes  to  be  unblindfold  both. 

That  he  might  aee  his  men,  and  mnater  thaaa  by  oth. 

xzziv. 

Then  found  he  many  missing  of  hia  cnw. 
Which  wont  doe  suit  and  service  to  his  might  j 
Of  whom  what  waa  beoomen  no  man  knew. 
Therefore  a  iurie  waa  impaneld  atrei^it 
T'  enquire  of  them,  wlMtber  by  force  or  aleieht. 
Or  their  owne  guilt,  they  were  away  oonvmya: 
To  whom  foule  Infamie  and  fell  Deapigfat 
Gave  evidence,  that  they  were  all  betrayd 
And  murdred  cruelly  by  a  nbellioua  majdL 
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Ftrre  Mifnhrfla  ww  ber  luune,  whereby 
Ot  all  tboM  ctiyniM  she  there  indited  was : 
All  which  when  Capid  heard,  he  by  and  by 
In  great  displeasore  wil'd  a  capias 
Shoald  issue  forth  t'attach  that  scomefiill  Issse. 
The  warrant  straight  was  flaade,  and  therewithal! 
A  baylieile  errant  forth  in  post  did  passe, 
Whom  they  by  name  there  Portamora  did  call ; 
He  which  dotn  soaunon  loven  to  Lores  indgement 
haU. 

XXXVI. 

The  damiell  wss  stlaeht,  and  shortly  brought 
Unto  d&e  bsrre  whereas  she  was  axrayned : 
But  she  thereto  noold  pleed,  nor  answere  ought, 
Even  for  stubborne  pride,  which  her  lectnyned : 
So  lodgement  past,  as  is  by  law  ordavned 
In  eases  like ;  which,  when  at  last  she  saw, 
Her  stubborne  hart,  which  love  before  disdnmed, 
Gan  stoupe;  and,  fidling  downe  with  humbte  awe, 
Czyde  meraiey  to  abate  the  extremitie  of  hnr. 

xxxva. 

The  Sonne  of  Venus,  who  is  myld  bv  kynd, 

But  where  he  is  provokt  with  peevishnease, 

Unto  her  pnjrere  piteously  enclynd. 

And  did  the  rigour  of  his  doome  represse ; 

Yet  not  so  freely,  but  that  na^elesse 

He  unto  her  a  penance  did  impose, 

Which  was,  that  through  this  worlds  wyde  wildenies 

8be  wsnder  should  in  companie  of  those, 

Till  she  had  sav'd  so  many  loves  si  she  did  lose. 

xxxmi. 

80  now  she  had  bene  wandring  two  whole  yeares 
Throughout  the  world,  in  this  uncomely  case. 
Wasting  her  goodly  hew  in  heavie  teeres. 
And  her  gooa  dayes  in  dolorous  disgnce ; 
Yet  had  aoe  not  in  all  these  two  yeares  space 
Saved  but  two ;  vet  in  two  yeares  before, 
Through  ber  dispneons  pride,  whilest  love  lacVt  place. 
She  had  detroyed  two  and  twenty  more. 
Aie  ae,  how  could  her  love  make  halfii  amends  there- 
fore! 

ZXZIX. 

And  now  die  was  uppon  tiie  weary  way, 
Whenas  the  gentle  aquire,  with  &ire  Serene, 
Met  her  in  such  misseeming  foule  amy ; 
The  whiles  that  mighty  man  did  her  demesne 
With  an  the  eviU  termes  and  cru^  mesne 
That  he  could  make  ;  and  eeke  that  angry  foole 
Which  ibHow'd  her,  with  cursed  hands  uncleane 
Whipping  ber  horse,  did  widi  his  smarting  tools 
Oft  wnip  her  dainty  selie,  and  much  augment  her 
doole. 

Ne  ought  it  mete  avaHe  her  to  entreat 
The  one  or  th*  other  better  her  to  use ; 
For  both  so  wiUnll  were  and  obatinate 
That  all  ber  piteous  pbint  they  did  refuse, 
And  rather  did  the  more  ber  beate  and  bnise: 
But  meet  the  former  vilhine,  which  did  lead 
Her  ^reliog  iade,  wis  bent  her  to  abuse ; 
Who,  thougk  abe  were  with  weerinesse  nigh  dead, 
Tee  wwld  not  let  her  lite,  nor  rest  a  little  steed  • 


xu. 

For  he  was  steme  and  terrible  by  nature. 

And  eeke  of  person  huge  and  hideous, 

Exceeding  much  the  measure  of  man*s  stature. 

And  nther  like  a  syant  monstruous  : 

For  sooth  he  wss  descended  of  the  hous 

Of  those  old  gyants,  which  did  warres  darraine 

Against  the  heaven  in  order  battailous ; 

And  sib  to  greet  Orgolio,  which  was  slaine 

By  Arthura,  whenas  Unss  knight  he  did  maintaine. 

xui. 

His  lookee  were  dreadful],  end  his  fiery  eies. 

Like  two  great  beacons,  glared  bright  and  ivyde, 

Glauncing  askew,  as  if  his  enemiee 

He  scorned  in  his  overweening  pryde ; 

And  stalking  atately,  like  a  crane,  did  stzyde, 

At  every  step  uppon  the  tiptoes  hie  ; 

And,  sll  the  way  he  went,  on  every  syde 

He  paxed  ebout  and  stared  horriblie. 

As  if  he  with  his  lookee  would  all  men  terrifie. 


XLin* 

He  wore  no  armour,  ne  for  none  did  care. 

As  no  whit  dreading  any  living  wight ; 

But  in  a  iacket,  quilted  richly  rare 

Upou  checklaton,  he  was  straungely  dight ; 

And  on  his  head  a  roll  of  Itnnen  pkght. 

Like  to  the  Morea  of  Malabar,  he  wore. 

With  which  hia  locks,  as  blacks  as  pitchy  night. 

Were  bound  about,  and  voyded  from  before ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  mighty  yron  club  he  bore. 

xuv. 

This  was  Disdsine,  who  led  that  ladies  horse 
Through  thick  and  thin,  through  mountains  snd 

through  plains. 
Compelling  her,  where  she  would  not,  by  force, 
Haling  her  palfrey  by  the  hempen  raines : 
But  that  ssme  fooile,  which  most  increast  her  pames. 
Was  Scorns ;  who,  having  in  his  hand  a  whip. 
Her  therewith  yirks ;  and  still,  when  she  complaines, 
The  more  he  laughes,  and  does  her  closely  quip. 
To  see  her  sore  lament,  and  bite  her  tender  lip. 

XLV. 

Whose  cruell  hsndling  when  that  sauire  beheld, 

And  saw  those  villaines  her  so  vildely  use. 

His  gentle  heart  with  indignation  sweld. 

And  could  no  lenger  beare  so  great  abuse 

As  such  a  lady  so  to  beate  and  bruse  ; 

But,  to  liim  stepping,  such  a  stroke  him  lent. 

That  font  him  th'  halter  firom  his  hand  to  loose. 

And,  maug^  all  his  might,  backs  to  relent : 

Else  had  bb  surely  there  bene  slaine,  or  fowly  shent 

XLVI. 

The  villsine,  wroth  for  greeting  him  so  sore, 
Gathered  himselfe  together  aoone  againe, 
And  with  his  yron  batton  which  he  bore 
Let  drive  at  him  so  dreadfully  anudne. 
That  for  his  safety  he  did  him  constraine 
To  eive  him  ground,  and  shift  to  every  side, 
Rather  than  once  his  burden  to  sustaine : 
For  bootlesse  thing  him  seemed  to  sbide 
So  mighty  blowes,  or  prove  the  puissaunce  of  hit 
pride. 
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XLTH. 

Lflte  M  a  mutifie  haring  at  a  Imy 

A  aalvage  bull,  whose  cruell  hornM  doe  threat 

Desperate  daunger,  if  he  them  assay, 

Traceth  his  ground,  and  round  about  doth  beat. 

To  sp7  where  he  may  some  adTantage  get, 

The  whilea  the  beast  doth  rage  and  loudly  rore ; 

So  did  the  squire,  the  whiles  the  carle  did  firet 

And  fume  in  lus  disdainefull  mynd  the  more. 

And  oftentimes  by  Tunnagant  and  Mahound  awore. 

Nathelesse  so  sharpely  still  he  him  pursewd. 

That  at  advantage  nim  at  last  he  tooke, 

When  his  foote  slipt,  ('that  slip  he  dearely  rewd,) 

And  with  his  yron  club  to  ground  him  strooke ; 

Where  still  he  lay,  ne  out  of  swoune  awooke. 

Till  heary  hand  tne  carle  upon  him  layd, 

And  bound  him  fast :  tho  when  he  up  did  looke 

And  saw  himselfe  captf  T*d,  he  was  diamayd, 

Ne  powre  had  to  witnatand,  ne  hope  of  any  ayd. 


XLtt. 

Then  np  he  made  him  rise,  and  forward  fare. 
Led  in  a  rope  which  both  his  hands  did  bynd ; 
Ne  ou^ht  that  foole  for  pitty  did  him  apara. 
But  with  his  whip  him  toUowing  behjfnd 
Him  often  scourg'd,  and  font  his  feete  to  fpd : 
And  otherwhiles  with  bitter  mockes  and  mowea 
He  would  him  scorae,  that  to  his  gentle  mynd 
Was  much  more  grieyoua  then  the  other  blowea : 
Words  sharpely  wound,  but  greatest  giiefe  of  soonk* 
inggrowes. 

The  faire  Serena,  wben  she  saw  bim  ftll 
Under  that  Tillaines  club,  then  surely  thought 
That  slaine  he  was,  or  nude  a  wreteoed  thrall. 
And  fled  away  with  all  the  speede  she  mought 
To  seeke  for  safety ;  which  long  time  she  sought. 
And  psst  through  many  perils  by  the  way. 
Era  ane  againe  to  Calepine  was  brought : 
The  which  discourse  sa  now  I  must  delay. 
Till  Miimbellafls  foitunea  I  doe  ftirther  say. 


CANTO  VIII. 

Prince  Arthura  overoomes  Disdaine ; 

Quitee  Mirabell  from  dreed : 
Serena,  found  of  salTsges, 

By  Calepine  is  freed. 


I. 


Yi  gentle  ladies,  in  whoae  aoreraine  powre 

Lore  hath  the  glory  of  his  kingdome  left. 

And  th'  hearts  of  men,  as  your  eternal  down. 

In  yron  ohaines,  of  liberty  bereft, 

Delirered  bath  unto  your  bands  by  gift ; 

Be  well  aware  how  ye  the  aame  doe  use, 

That  pride  doe  not  to  tyranny  you  lift; 

Least,  if  men  you  of  cruelty  accuse. 

He  from  you  take  that  ohiefedome  which  ye  doe  abuse. 


n. 


And  as  ye  soft  and  tender  are  by  l^nde, 
Adornd  with  goodly  vifts  of  beauttea  nace, 
So  be  y  soft  and  tender  eeke  in  mynde ; 
Hut  cruelty  and  harduAsse  from  you  chace. 
That  all  your  other  preises  will  deface. 
And  ft«m  you  turne  the  love  of  men  to  hate  : 
Ensample  take  of  Mirebellaes  esse. 
Who  from  the  high  degree  of  happy  atate 
Fell  into  wretched  woea,  which  she  repented  late. 

XII. 

Who  after  thraldoms  of  the  gentle  squire. 

Which  she  beheld  with  lameutable  eye. 

Was  touched  with  compassion  entire. 

And  much  lamented  his  calamity, 

That  for  her  sake  fell  into  misery ; 

Which  booted  nought  for  prayen  nor  for  threat 

To  hope  for  to  release  or  mollify  ; 

For  aye  the  more  that  she  did  them  entreat. 

The  more  they  him  misust,  and  cruelly  did  beat. 


nr. 


So  as  they  forward  on  their  way  did  pts. 

Him  still  reyiling  and  afflicting  aore. 

They  met  Prince  Artbure  with  Sir  Eniaa, 

(That  was  that  courteous  kni^^ht,  whom  he  before 

Haying  subdew'd  yet  did  to  hfe  restore ;) 

To  wlMm  aa  they  approcht,  they  gan  angment 

Their  cruelty,  and  mm  to  punish  more. 

Scourging  and  haling  him  more  yehement ; 

As  if  It  them  ahould  grieye  to  aee  his  puniabment. 


The  acquire  himselie,  whenas  he  saw  his  lord 

The  witnesse  of  his  wretchednesse  in  place. 

Was  much  asbsm*d  that  with  an  hempen  cord 

He  like  a  dor  waa  led  in  caotiye  case. 

And  did  his  need  for  bashfulnesae  abase. 

As  loth  to  see  or  to  be  scene  at  all ; 

Shame  would  be  hid ;  but  whenas  Eniaa 

Beheld  two  such,  of  two  such  yillaines  thrall. 

His  manly  mjrnde  was  much  emmoyed  therewithaU^ 

yx. 

And  to  the  prince  thus  sayd ;  "  See  yon,  air  kaight» 
The  greatest  shame  that  eyer  eye  yet  aaw, 
Yond  lady  and  her  squire  with  Ibule  despight 
Abusde,  against  all  reason  and  aU  law. 
Without  regard  of  pitty  or  of  awe ! 
See!  how  they  doe  that  souire  beat  and  reyile I 
See !  how  they  doe  the  lady  hale  and  driiw  I 
Bat,  if  ye  please  to  lend  me  leaye  awhile, 
I  wUl  them  soone  acquite,  and  both  of  blase  i 
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The  prince  assented ;  and  then  he,  streig^htway 
Dismoanting  light,  bis  shield  about  him  threw. 
With  which  approacbinf?  thus  he  gan  to  saj; 
"  Abide  ye  caytire  treacbetours  nntrew. 
That  hare  with  treason  thralled  unto  you 
These  two,  unworthy  of  your  wretched  bands  ; 
And  now  TOur  crime  with  cruelty  pursew : 
Abide,  and  from  them  lay  your  loathly  hands ; 
Or  else  abide  the  death  tnat  hard  before  you  stands.*' 


vitx. 

The  Tillaine  ttayd  not  aunswere  to  inrent ; 
But,  with  his  yron  club  preparing  way, 
His  mindea  sad  message  backe  unto  him  sent ; 
The  which  descended  with  such  dreadfull  sway» 
That  seemed  nought  the  course  thereof  could  stay. 
No  more  then  lightening  from  the  lofty  sky : 
Ne  list  the  knight  the  powre  thereof  asssy, 
Whose  dooms  was  death ;  but,  liffbtly  slipping  by, 
Unwares  defrmoded  his  intended  aestxny : 

And,  to  Maoitt  him  with  the  like  sgaine. 
With  his  snarpe  sword  he  fiercely  at  him  flew. 
And  strooke  so  stronely,  that  the  carle  with  peine 
8ared  himselfe  but  tAat  he  there  him  slew ; 
Yet  sar^d  not  so,  but  that  the  blood  it  drew. 
And  gare  his  foe  good  hope  of  victory : 
Who,  tberswith  flesht,  upon  him  set  anew, 
And  with  the  second  stroke  thought  certainely 
To  haTe  supplyde  the  first,  and  paide  the  usury. 


But  fortune  annsward  not  unto  his  call ; 

For,  aa  his  hand  was  heaved  up  on  bight. 

The  villaine  met  him  in  the  middle  fall. 

And  with  his  club  bet  backe  his  brond-3rron  bright 

So  forcibly,  that  with  his  owns  hands  might 

Bebeatsn  backe  upon  himselfe  againe 

He  driren  was  to  ground  in  selfe  despight ; 

From  whence  ere  he  recoveir  could  gaine, 

He  in  his  necke  had  set  his  foote  with  fell  disdains. 


XI. 

With  that  the  foole,  which  did  that  end  awayte, 
Came  mnning  in ;  and,  whilest  on  ground  he  lay, 
Laide  bearie  hands  on  him  and  held  so  stray  te, 
That  downs  he  kept  him  with  his  scomefull  sway. 
So  aa  be  conld  not  weld  him  any  way  : 
The  whiles  that  other  villsine  went  about 
Him  to  haTe  bound  and  tbrald  without  delay ; 
The  whiles  the  foole  did  him  revile  and  flout, 
Tbraataing  to  yoke  them  two  and  tame  their  conge 

JtOQt* 

Aji  when  a  sturdy  ploughman  with  his  hynde 
Bv  strength  bare  overthrowne  a  stubborne  steare, 
Toey  downe  him  hold,  and  fast  with  cords  do  bynde. 
Till  they  him  force  the  buxome  yoke  to  beare : 
80  did  tnese  two  this  knight  oft  tug  and  tears. 
Which  when  the  prince  bf^held,  there  standing  by. 
He  left  his  lofty  stcede  to  aide  him  neare ; 
And,  buckling  »oone  himselfe,  gan  fiercely  fly 
Upon  that  cane,  to  sare  bis  friend  from  ieopardy. 


Xlll. 

The  Tillaine,  leaving  him  unto  his  mate 

To  be  captf  v'd  and  handled  as  be  list, 

Himselfe  sddrest  unto  this  new  debate. 

And  with  his  club  him  all  about  so  blist. 

That  he  which  way  to  tume  him  scarcely  wist : 

Sometimes  aloft  he  layd,  sometimes  alow. 

Now  here,  now  there,  and  oft  him  neare  he  mist , 

So  doubtfully,  that  hardly  one  could  know 

Whether  more  waxy  were  to  give  or  ward  the  blow. 

XIT. 

• 

But  yet  the  prince  so  well  enured  was 

With  suoh  huge  strokes,  approved  oft  in  fight. 

That  way  to  them  he  gave  forth  right  to  ptui ; 

Ne  would  endure  the  daunger  of  their  might. 

But  Wayt  advantage  when  they  downe  did  light. 

At  last  the  caytive  after  long  discourse, 

When  all  his  strokes  he  saw  avoyded  quite. 

Resolved  in  one  t*  assemble  all  his  force, 

And  make  one  end  of  him  without  ruth  or  remorse. 


XV, 

His  dreadfull  hand  he  heaved  up  aloft. 

And  wifSi  his  dreadfull  instrument  of  yre 

ThougKt  sure  have  pownded  him  to  powder  soft. 

Or  deepe  emboweld  in  the  earth  eutyre ; 

But  fortune  did  not  with  his  will  conspire : 

For,  ere  his  stroke  attayned  his  intent, 

llie  noble  childe,  preventing  his  desire. 

Under  his  club  with  wary  boldnesse  went. 

And  smofe  him  on  the  knee  that  never  yet  was  bent. 

XVI, 

It  never  yet  was  bent,  ne  bent  it  now, 

Albe  the  stroke  so  strong  and  puissant  were. 

That  seem'd  a  marble  piUour  it  could  bow  j 

But  all  that  leg,  which  did  his  body  beare. 

It  crackt  throughout,  (yet  did  no  bioud  appeare,) 

So  as  it  was  unable  to  support 

So  huge  a  burden  on  such  broken  geare, 

But  fell  to  ground  like  to  a  lumpe  of  durt ; 

Whence  he  assayed  to  rise,  but  could  not  for  his  hurt. 

XVII. 

Efboones  the  prince  to  bim  full  nimbly  stept 
And,  least  he  should  recover  foote  againe, 
His  heed  mesni  from  his  shoulders  to  have  swept : 
Which  when  the  lady  saw,  she  cryde  amaine ; 
"  Stay,  stay,  sir  knight,  for  love  of  God  abstains 
From  that  unwares  ye  weetlesse  doe  intend ; 
Slay  not  that  carle,  though  worthy  to  be  slaine ; 
For  more  on  him  doth  then  himselfe  depend; 
My  life  will  by  his  death  have  lamentable  end." 


xviu. 

He  staide  his  hsnd  according  her  desirSf 
Yet  nathemore  him  suffred  to  arise  ; 
But,  still  suppressing,  gan  of  her  inquire. 
What  meaning  mote  those  uncouth  words  comprize, 
That  in  that  villaines  health  her  safety  lies ; 
That  were  no  might  in  man,  nor  heart  in  knights. 
Which  durst  her  dreaded  reskue  enterprize  *, 
Yet  heavens  themselves,  that  favour  feeble  rights. 
Would  for  itselfe   redrstise,  and  punish  such  d^ 
Sj.ights. 
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suz. 

Then  bturstm^  forUi  in  teares,  which  gnshed  faat 

Like  many  water-streams,  awhile  she  stayd ; 

Till  the  shaqM  passion  being  overpast, 

Her  tongne  to  her  restord,  Uien  thus  she  sayd ; 

*'  Nor  hearens,  nor  men,  can  me  most  wretdiiBd  mayd 

Deliver  firom  the  doome  of  my  desart, 

llie  which  the  god  of  love  hath  on  me  layd, 

And  damned  to  endure  this  direfull  smart. 

For  penaunoe  of  my  proud  and  hard  rebelUouB  hart 


*'  In  prime  of  yonthly  yeares,  when  first  the  flowre 
Of  beauty  gan  to  bu(l,  and  bloosme  delight; 
And  nature  me  endu'd  with  plenteous  dowre 
Of  all  her  gifts,  that  pleasde  each  Uving  sight ; 
I  was  belov'd  of  many  a  gentle  knight, 
And  sude  and  sought  with  all  the  service  dew : 
Full  many  a  one  for  me  deepe  groand  and  sigh't, 
And  to  the  dore  of  dearh  for  sorrow  drew, 
Complayning  out  on  me  that  would  not  on  thein  rew. 

zzi. 

"  But  let  them  love  that  list,  or  live  or  die ; 
Me  list  not  die  for  any  lovers  doole  : 
Ne  list  me  leave  my  loved  libertie 
To  nitty  htm  that  list  to  play  the  foole  : 
To  love  myself  I  learned  haid  in  sckoole. 
Thus  I  triumphed  long  in  lovers  peine. 
And,  sitting  carelesse  on  the  scomers  stoole, 
Did  laueh  at  those  that  did  lament  and  plaine  : 
But  all  IS  now  repayd  with  interest  agame. 


xxn. 


«f 


For  loe !  the  winged  god,  that  woundeth  harts, 
Causde  me  be  called  to  accompt  therefore ; 
And  for  revengement  of  those  wrongfuU  smarts, 
Which  I  to  others  did  inflict  afore, 
Addeem'd  me  to  endure  this  penaunce  sore ; 
That  in  this  wize.  and  this  unmeete  array. 
With  these  two  lewd  companions,  and  no  more, 
Disdaine  and  Scome,  1  through  the  world  should 

stray. 
Till  I  have  sav'd  ao  many  as  I  earst  did  slay." 

xxuu 

"  Certes,"  sayd  then  the  prince,  *'  the  god  is  inst, 
Thar  taketh  vengeaunee  of  his  peoples  spoils  : 
For  were  no  law  in  love,  but  all  that  lust 
Might  them  oppresse,  and  painefiilly  turmoile. 
His  kingdoms  would  continue  but  a  while. 
But  tell  me,  lady,  wherefore  doe  you  beare 
This  bottle  thus  before  you  with  such  totle. 
And  eeke  this  wallet  at  your  backe  arreare, 
That  for  these  carles  to  carry  much  more  comely 
were?" 

XXIT. 

*'  Here  in  this  bottle, "  sayd  the  sory  mayd, 
"  I  pat  the  tears  of  my  contrition. 
Till  to  the  brim  I  have  it  full  defrayd : 
And  in  this  bag,  which  I  behinde  me  don, 
I  put  repentaunce  for  things  past  and  gon. 
Yet  is  the  bottle  leake,  and  bag  so  tome. 
That  all  which  I  put  in  ials  out  anon, 
And  is  behinde  me  trodden  downe  of  Seome, 
Who  mocketh  all  my  paine,  and  laughs  the  more  I 
mourn." 


xxw 

The  infcnt  hearlmed  wisely  to  her  tale. 

And  wondred  much  at  Cupids  iudg*mcnt  wise. 

That  could  so  meekly  make  proud  hearts  avale. 

And  wreake  himselfe  on  them  that  him  despise. 

Then  suffired  he  Disdaine  up  to  arise. 

Who  was  not  able  up  himselfe  to  rears. 

By  meanes  his  leg,  through  his  late  Ineklesae  priagy 

Was  erackt  in  twaine,  but  by  hia  foolish  feare 

Was  holpen  up,  who  him  supported  standing 


But  being  ap  he  lookt  againe  aloft, 

Aa  if  he  never  had  received  611 ; 

And  with  steme  eye-brows  stared  at  him  oft. 

As  if  he  would  have  daunted  him  withall : 

And  standing  on  his  tiptoes,  to  aeeme  tall, 

Downe  on  his  golden  feete  he  often  gaaed. 

As  if  such  pride  the  other  could  spall ; 

Who  was  so  far  from  beine  ouffht  amased. 

That  he  his  lookes  despisea,  ana  his  boast  disprused. 

zxtn. 

Then  turning  backe  unto  that  capthre  thraD, 
Who  all  this  while  stood  there  beside  them  bound. 
Unwilling  to  be  knowne  or  scene  at  all. 
He  from  those  bands  weend  him  to  have  vnwoand  ; 
But  when  approaching  neare  he  plainely  found 
It  waa  his  owne  true  groome,  the  gentle  squire. 
He  thereat  wext  exceedingly  astound. 
And  him  did  oft  embrace,  aud  oft  admire. 
Ne  could  with  seeing  satisfie  hia  great  destm.. 

zxvm. 

Meane  whfle  the  salvage  man,  when  he  beheld 
That  huge  great  foole  oppreasing  th*  odier  knicht. 
Whom  with  his  weight  unweldy  downe  be  hM, 
He  flew  upon  him  like  a  graedy  kight 
Unto  some  carrion  oflTered  to  his  sight ; 
And,  downe  him  plucking,  with  his  navies  and  teeth 
Gan  him  to  hale,  and  teare,  and  acratch,  and  bite ; 
And,  from  him  taking  his  owne  whip,  dierewith 
So   sore  him   aooo^eth    that  the  blood  downe 
followeth. 

ZXIX. 

And  sure  I  weene,  had  not  the  ladies  cry 
Procur*d  the  prince  his  cmell  hand  to  atay. 
He  would  with  whipping  him  have  done  to  dyu : 
But,  being  cbeckt,  he  did  abstaine  straightway 
And  let  him  rise,    llien  thus  the  prince  gan  say ; 
"  Now,  lady,  aith  your  fortunea  thus  dispose. 
That,  if  ye  list  have  liberty,  ye  may; 
Unto  yourselfe  I  fieely  leave  to  chose. 
Whether  I  shall  you  leave,  or  from  theae  TiDaina 
lose." 

XXX. 

"  Ah !  nay,  sir  knight,**  said  ahe,  **  it  may  not  be. 

But  that  I  needes  must  by  all  meanes  fulfill 

This  penaunce,  which  enioyned  is  to  me. 

Least  unto  me  betide  a  greater  ill : 

Yet  no  lease  thankes  to  you  for  your  rood  win.** 

80  humbly  taking  leave  she  tumd  aside  : 

But  Arthure  with  the  reat  went  onward  still 

On  his  first  quest,  in  which  did  him  betide 

A  great  adventure,  which  did  him  from  them  devide^ 
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Bat  first  it  fklletb  me  by  coarae  to  tell 
Of  fiure  Sorene ;  who,  as  earet  you  heardy 
Wbeo  first  the  gentle  squire  at  Tariaunoe  fell 
With  those  two  carles,  fled  fiut  away,  afeard 
Of  rillany  to  be  to  her  ioferd : 
So  iresh  the  image  of  her  former  dread, 
Yet  dweUiDff  in  her  eye,  to  her  appeard) 
That  erery  toota  did  tremble  whitm  did  tread. 
And  every  body  two,  and  two  she  ioiue  did  read. 

XXXTI. 

Throogh  hils  and  dales,  through  bushes  and  throng 

brerss. 
Long  thos  she  fled,  till  that  at  last  she  thought 
Herselfe  now  past  the  penll  of  her  feares : 
Then  looking  round  about,  and  seeing  nought 
Which  doubt  of  dauneer  to  her  offer  monght. 
She  firom  b«r  palfrey  ughted  on  the  plaine ; 
And,  sitting  downe,  herselfe  awhile  bethought 
Of  her  long  trareU  and  turmoyling  peine ; 
And  often  did  of  Ioto,  and  oft  of  lucke,  complaine. 

And  erennere  she  blamed  Calepioe, 

The  good  Sir  Cslepiae.  her  owne  true  knigh^ 

As  th'  onely  author  of  her  wofuU  tine  ^ 

For  being  of  his  lo?e  to  her  so  light. 

As  her  tp  leave  in  sneh  a  piteous  pUght  ■ 

Yet  nerer  turtle  truer  to  his  m»ke, 

Then  be  was  tride  unto  his  lady  bright : 

Who  an  this  while  endured  for  her  sake 

Grett  periU  of  his  life,  and  restlesse  paines  did  take. 

zsxiv. 

Tho  wbenas  all  her  plaints  she  had  displayd, 
Aed  well  disburdened  her  engrieyed  brest 
Upon  the  grasae  herselfe  adowne  she  layd ; 
Where,  bemg  tyrde  with  traveU,  and  qpprest 
With  eorrow,  she  betooke  herselfe  to  rest: 
There  whOest  in  Morpheus  boaome  safe  she  lay 
Feardeeee  of  ought  that  mote  her  peace  molest, 
False  fortune  did  her  safety  betray 
Unto  n  strange  mischaunce,  that  menac'd  berdec^y* 

xzxv 

In  tbeee  wylde  deeerts,  where  she  now  abode, 
Tbere  dwelt  a  salvage  nation,  which  did  lire 
Of  cteeltb  and  spoile,  and  making  nightly  rode 
Into  tiieir  neighbours  borders  ;  ne  did  give 
ThemaelTes  to  any  trade,  (as  for  to  drive 
The  peinefuU  plough,  or  cattell  for  to  breed. 
Or  by  adventrons  merchsndixe  to  thrive,) 
But  on  the  labours  of  poor  men  to  feed. 
And  aerre  their  owne  necessities  with  others  need. 

XXZVI. 

Tbersto  diey  usde  one  most  accursed  order, 

To  eate  the  flesh  of  men,  whom  they  mote  fvnde. 

And  etraungers  to  devours,  which  on  their  border 

Were  brought  by  errour  or  by  wreckfuU  wynde  : 

A  monstrous  eruelt^  gainst  course  of  kynde 

They,  towards  evenmg  wandering  every  way 

To  seefce  fbr  booty,  came  bv  fortune  blynde 

Wh«reae  this  lady,  like  a  soeepe  astray, 

How  drowned  in  the  depth  of  sleepe  all  fearlesse  lay. 


XXXT1X. 

Soone  as  they  spide  her,  lord !  what  gladfull  glee 

They  made  amongst  themselves  I  but  when  her  fiice 

Like  the  faire  yvory  shining  they  did  see 

Each  gan  his  fellow  solace  and  embrace 

For  ioy  of  such  good  hap  by  heavenly  grace 

Then  gan  they  to  devise  what  course  to  tske  } 

Whether  to  sJay  her  there  upon  the  placoy 

Or  suffer  her  out  of  her  sleepe  to  wake. 

And  then  her  eate  attonoe,  or  many  mealea  to  make 

sxxyin. 

The  best  adyisemeot  was,  of  bed,  to  let  her 

Sleepe  out  her  fill  without  encomberment ; 

For  sleepe,  they  sayd,  would  make  ber  batdill  better  * 

Then,  when  she  wakt,  they  all  gave  one  consent 

That,  since  by  grace  of  God  she  there  was  sent, 

Unto  their  god  they  would  ber  sscrifise. 

Whose  share,  her  guiltlesae  bloud  they  would  present 

But  of  her  dsinty  flesh  they  did  devise 

To  make  a  oonunon  feast,  and  feed  with  gurmandiie. 

XXXIX. 

So  round  about  her  they  themselres  did  plaoe 
Upon  the  grasse,  and  mversely  dispose, 
As  each  thought  best  to  spend  the  lingring  space : 
Some  with  their  eyes  the  daintest  morsels  chose  ; 
Some  praise  her  papa ;  some  praise  her  lips  and  nose; 
Some  whet  their  knives,  and  strip  their  elboes  bare  . 
The  priest  himselfe  a  garland  doth  compose 
Of  finest  flowers,  and  with  full  busie  care 
His  blondy  yffsesls  wash  and  holy  fire  prepare. 


XL. 

The  damzell  wakes ;  then  all  attonoe  upstart. 
And  round  about  her  flocke,  like  many  flies. 
Whooping  and  hallowiog  on  every  part, 
As  if  they  would  have  rent  the  brasen  skies. 
Which  when  she  sees  with  ghastly  grieffui  eies. 
Her  heart  does  ouake,  and  deadly  pallid  hew 
Benumbes  her  cheeks :  then  out  aloud  she  eries. 
Where  none  is  nigh  to  heare,  that  will  her  rew, 
And  rends  her  golden  locks,  and  snowy  brests 
embrew. 

xu. 

But  all  bootse  not;  they  hands  upon  her  lay : 
And  first  they  spoile  h^r  of  her  iewels  deare, 
Aud  afterwards  of  all  her  rich  array ; 
'l1>e  which  amongst  them  they  in  peeces  tcmre 
And  of  the  pray  each  one  a  part  doth  beare. 
Now  being  naked,  to  their  sordid  eyes 
The  goodly  threasures  of  nature  appeere : 
Which  as  they  view  with  lust  full  fantasyes, 
Eeach  wislieth  to  himselfe,  and  to  the  rest  envyes. 

XLII. 

Her  yyorie  neck ,  ber  alablaster  brest  ; 
Her  paps,  which  like  white  silken  pillowes  were 
For  Love  in  soft  delight  thereon  to  rest ; 
Her  tender  sides ;  her  bellie  white  and  clere 
Which  like  an  altar  did  itselfe  uprere 
To  offer  sacrifice  divine  thereon  ; 
Her  goodly  thighes,  whose  glorie  did  appesre 
Like  a  triumphall  arch,  and  thereupon 
The  spoiles  of  princes  bang'd  which  were  in  battel 
won.  Y  t 
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TboBO  duntie  puts,  the  detilings  of  delight, 
Which  mote  not  be  prophui'd  of  common  e^p^s, 
rhose  rilleins  tow*!!  with  loose  lascivious  sight. 
And  closely  tempted  with  their  cimftie  spyes ; 
And  some  of  than  gan  mongst  themselves  devise 
Thereof  by  force  to  tske  their  beastly  pleasure : 
But  them  the  priest  rebuking  did  advixe 
To  dare  not  to  pollute  so  sa^ed  tbreasure 
Vow'd  to  the  gods :  religion  held  even  theeves  in 
measure. 

So,  being  stayd,  they  her  from  thenee  directed 
Unto  a  litle  grove  not  (am  asyde. 
In  which  an  altar  shortly  they  erected 
To  slay  her  on.    And  now  tne  eventyde 
His  brode  black  wings  had  through  the  hearens  wyde 
By  this  dispred,  that  was  the  tyme  ordsyned, 
For  such  a  dismall  deed,  their  guilt  to  hyde  : 
Of  few  greene  turfes  an  altar  soone  they  fayned, 
And  deckt  it  all  with  flowres  which  they  nigh  hsnd 
obtayned. 

XLt., 

Tho,  whenas  all  things  readie  were  aright. 
The  damxell  was  before  the  altar  set, 
Beinff  alreadie  dead  with  fearefiiU  fright : 
To  whom  the  priest  with  naked  armes  full  net 
Approching  nigh,  and  murdrous  knife  well  whet, 
Gsn  mutter  dose  a  oertaine  secret  charme. 
With  other  divelish  ceremonies  met : 
Which  doen,  he  gan  aloft  t'  advance  his  arme. 
Whereat  they  shouted  all,  and  made  a  loud  alarme. 

ztvx. 

Then  nn  the  bagpypes  and  tlie  homes  to  shrill 
And  shrieke  sloua,  uMt,  with  the  peoples  voyce 
Confused,  did  the  avre  with  terror  fill, 
And  made  the  wood  to  tremble  at  the  noyce : 
The  whyles  die  wayld,  the  more  they  did  reioyce. 
Now  mote  ye  underetand  that  to  this  grove 
Sir  Calepine,  by  chaunce  more  then  by  choyce. 
The  tdfe  same  erening  fortune  hether  drove. 
As  be  to  seeke  Serena,  through  the  woods  did  rore. 


zx.Tn. 

Long  hsd  he  sought  her,  end  through  many  a  aoyle 
Had  tnreld  stUl  on  foot  in  heavie  aimes, 
Ne  ought  was  Wred  with  his  endlesse  toyla, 
Ne  ought  waa  raared  of  his  oertaine  hannes : 
And  now,  all  weetlesse  of  the  wretched  lUiiiniii 
In  which  his  lore  was  lost,  he  slnit  fuD  fiut; 
Till,  being  wsked  with  these  loud  akrmea. 
He  lightly  started  up  like  one  aghast. 

And  catching  up  his  aimes  street  to  ths  noiae  Ibrth 
pest. 

ZLTIII. 


There  by  th*  nnoertune 
And  by  the  twinkling  of  their  sacred  it9. 
He  mote  peroeiTe  a  uttle  dawning  sight 
Of  sll  which  diere  was  doing  in  that  quire: 
Mongst  whom  a  woman  spoyled  of  all  attire 
He  spyde  Ismenting  her  unluckie  strife. 
And  groning  sore  frtHn  griered  hart  entire: 
Efisoones  be  saw  one  inth  a  naked  knife 

to  launch  her  brest,  and  let  out  loved  Gfis. 


With  that  he  thrusts  into  the  thickest  throng ; 
And,  even  ss  his  right  hsnd  sdowne  descends. 
He  him  preventing  lays  on  esrth  slong. 
And  sacrifiseth  to  th'  infernall  feends : 
Then  to  the  rest  his  wnthfuU  hsnd  he  bends ; 
Of  whom  he  mskes  such  hsrocke  end  such  hew. 
That  swarmes  of  damned  soules  to  hell  he  aends: 
The  rest,  that  scspe  his  swoid  snd  desth  eschew. 
Fly  like  m  flocke  of  doves  before  a  fanloons  vew 


From  them  retunung  to  that  ladie  backer 
Whom  by  the  altar  he  doth  sitting  find 
Yet  fearing  death,  and  next  to  death  the  lacks 
Of  clothes  to  coTor  whst  she  ought  by  kind  ; 
He  first  her  hsnds  beginneth  to  unbind. 
And  then  to  queetion  of  her  present  woe ; 
And  sfterwards  to  cheare  with  speeches  land : 
But  she,  for  nought  thst  he  could  say  or  doe. 
One  word  durst  speake,  or  answers  him  a  whk 
thereto^ 


LI. 


So  inward  shsme  of  her  uncomely  esse 

She  did  conceive,  throueh  care  of  womanhood. 

That  though  the  night  ud  corer  her  disgrace. 

Yet  ahe  in  so  nnwomsnly  a  mood 

Would  not  bewray  the  state  in  which  she  stood : 

So  sll  thst  night  to  him  unknown  she  past : 

But  dsy,  that  doth  disoorer  bad  and  good, 

Ensewmg,  msde  her  knowen  to  him  at  last : 

The  snd  whereof  lie  keepe  nntill  another  cast 
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Calidore  boater  with  Melih«*e, 
And  lovefl  fajrre  Pastorell : 

Condon  enriea  bim,  3ret  he. 
For  ill,  rewarda  him  well. 


Now  tone  againe  mj  teme,  thou  iolly  awayne, 
Baeke  tb  the  farrow  which  I  lately  left ; 
I  lately  left  a  fbrrow  one  or  twayne 
Unploagh'd,  the  which  my  coulter  had  not  cleft ; 
Yet  aeem'd  the  aoyle  both  fayre  and  frutefull  eft, 
Aa  I  it  paat ;  that  were  too  great  a  ahame, 
That  ao  rich  frnte  ahould  be  from  us  bereft ; 
Beaidea  the  great  dishonour  and  defame, 
Which  ahouM  be£Ul  to  Calidores  immortall  name. 


Oraat  timFell  hath  the  gentle  Calidore 

And  toyle  endured,  ai£  I  left  him  last 

Sewing  the  blatant  beast ;  which  I  forbore 

To  finish  then,  for  other  present  hast. 

Full  many  pathes  and  perila  he  hath  past, 

lliroogh  bils,  through  dales,  through  foreats,  and 

through  plaines, 
In  that  same  quest  which  fortune  on  him  cast. 
Which  he  atchiered  to  his  owne  g^reat  gainea. 
Reaping  etemall  glorie  of  his  rostlease  paines. 

m. 

So  ahaiply  he  the  monster  did  pursew. 
That  day  nor  night  he  suffred  nim  to  reat, 
Ne  rested  he  himselfe  (but  natures  dew) 
For  dread  of  daunger  not  to  be  redrest. 
If  be  for  alouth  forslackt  so  famous  quest. 
Ilim  first  from  court  he  to  the  citties  coursed, 
And  from  the  citties  to  the  townes  him  prest. 
And  from  the  townes  into  the  countrie  forsed. 
And  from  the  country  back  to  private  farmea  be 
aeorsed. 

rr. 

From  thence  into  the  open  fields  he  fled, 
Wbereaa  the  heardea  were  keeping  of  their  nrat. 
And  ahepheards  singing,  to  their  nockes  that  fed, 
Lajes  of  aweet  love  and  youthes  delightfull  heat : 
llim  tbether  eke  for  all  his  fearefull  threat 
He  followed  fast,  and  chaced  him  so  nie, 
That  to  the  folds,  whero  sbeepe  at  nifffat  doe  seat, 
,Ajtd  to  the  litle  cots,  when  snepberas  lie 
In  winters  wrathful  time,  he  forced  him  to  fli^ 


There  on  a  day,  as  he  puraew'd  the  chace. 
He  eliannst  to  spy  a  sort  of  shepheard  groomes 
Playtog  on  pypes  and  caroling  apace, 
The  whylee  their  beasts  there  m  the  budded  broomea 
Beaide  them  fed,  and  nipt  the  tender  bloomes ; 
For  other  worldly  wealtn  tbey  cared  nought : 
To  whom  Sir  Calidore  yet  sweating  comes. 
And  them  to  tell  him  courteously  besouffat. 
If  such  a  beast  they  aaw,  which  he  had  thetlier 
Ivpogbt* 


▼I. 

They  answer'd  him  that  no  such  beast  they  saw. 
Nor  any  wicked  feend  that  mote  oflend 
Their  happie  flockea,  nor  daunger  to  them  draw ; 
But  if  that  such  there  were  ^as  none  they  kend) 
They  prayd  High  God  them  nurre  ftt>m  them  to  send : 
Then  one  of  tbem  him  aeeing  so  to  sweat. 
After  his  rusticke  wise,  that  well  he  weend, 
Ofired  him  drinke  to  quenche  his  thirstie  heat. 
And,  if  he  hungry  werei  him  ofired  eke  to  eat. 

▼n. 

The  kniffht  waa  nothing  nice,  where  was  no  need. 
And  tooke  their  gentle  offer :  so  adowne 
They  prayd  him  sit,  and  gave  him  for  to  feed 
Such  homely  what  as  serrea  the  simple  clowne, 
That  doth  despise  the  dainties  of  the  towne : 
Tho,  having  fed  his  fill,  he  there  besyde 
Saw  a  faire  damaell,  which  did  weare  a  crowne 
Of  aundry  flowres  with  silken  ribbands  tyde, 
Yclad  in  home-made  greene  that  her  owne  hands 
'  had  dyde. 

Tin. 

Upon  a  litle  hillocke  ahe  waa  placed 

Higher  then  all  the  rest,  and  round  about 

Environ  *d  with  a  girland,  goodly  graced. 

Of  lovely  lasses  ;  and  them  all  without 

The  lustie  shepheard  8wa3rnea  sate  in  a  ront^ 

The  which  did  pype  and  sing  her  pnyses  dew. 

And  oft  reioyce,  and  oft  for  wonder  about. 

As  if  some  miracle  of  heavenly  hew 

Were  downe  to  them  descended  in  that  earthly  vew. 

XX. 

And  aoothly  tore  she  waa  full  ftiyre  of  face. 
And  perfectly  well  ahapt  in  every  lim, 
Whicn  ahe  did  more  augment  with  modest  grace 
And  comely  carriage  of  her  countenance  trim, 
That  all  the  reat  like  leaser  lamps  did  dim  : 
Who,  her  admiring  as  some  heavenly  wight, 
Did  for  their  soveraine  ffoddesse  her  esteeme. 
And,  caroling  her  name  both  day  and  nieht. 
The  fayreat  Faatorella  ker  by  name  did  night. 

z. 

Ne  waa  there  heard,  ne  was  there  shephearda  awayna 
But  her  did  honour;  and  eke  many  a  one 
Burnt  iti  her  love,  and  with  sweet  pleaaing  payne 
Full  many  a  night  for  her  did  sigh  and  grone : 
But  moat  of  all  the  ahepbeaid  Condon 
For  her  did  languish,  and  his  deare  life  spend  ; 
Yet  neither  she  for  him  nor  other  none 
Did  care  a  whit,  ne  any  liking  lend  : 
Though  meane  her  lot,  yet  higher  did  her  mind 
aaoend. 
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Her  whyles  Sir  Ctlidore  there  rewed  well. 
And  markt  her  rue  demeennre,  which  him  seemed 
So  farre  the  meene  of  shepheaxtifl  to  excell, 
Ai  that  he  in  hii  mind  her  worthy  deemed 
To  be  a  princes  paragone  esteemed, 
He  was  nnwares  sorprisd  in  subtile  bands 
Of  the  blynd  boy  ;  ne  thence  could  be  redeemed 
By  any  skiU  out  of  his  cruell  hands ; 
Caught  like  the  bird  which  gasing  still  on  others 
stands* 

zii. 

So  stood  he  still  long  gasing  thereupon, 

Ne  any  will  had  thence  to  move  away. 

Although  his  quest  were  fiuxe  afore  nim  gon « 

Bnt  after  he  had  fed,  yet  did  he  stay 

And  sate  there  still,  untill  the  fl^g  day 

Was  farre  forth  spent,  discoorsmg  diversly 

Of  sundry  thinn,  as  fell,  to  works  delay ; 

And  evermore  his  speach  he  did  apply 

To  th'  heards,  but  meant  them  to  the  damsels  &ntasy. 

ZIII. 

By  this  the  moystie  night  approching  fest 
l^r  deawy  humour  gan  on  th*  earth  to  shed. 
That  wam'd  the  shepheanU  to  their  homes  to  babt 
Their  tender  flocks,  now  being  fully  fed, 
For  feare  of  wetting  them  before  their  bed : 
Then  oame  to  them  a  good  ok!  aged  sm. 
Whose  silver  lockes  bedeokt  his  oeard  and  bed. 
With  shepbeards  hooke  in  hand,  and  fit  attyre. 
That  wil*a  the  damzell  rise  -,  the  day  did  now  ezpyre. 

XIT. 

He  was  to  weet,  bv  common  voice,  esteemed 

The  fether  of  the  Ayrest  Psstorell, 

And  of  herselfe  in  very  deede  so  deemed ; 

Yet  was  not  so ;  but,  as  old  stories  tell, 

Found  her  bv  fortune,  which  to  him  befell« 

In  th'  open  fields  an  infant  left  alone ; 

And,  taking  up,  brought  home  and  noursed  well 

As  hiB  owne  ciiyld  :  for  other  he  had  none ; 

That  she  in  tract  of  time  accompted  was  his  owne. 

zr. 

She  at  his  bidding  meekely  did  arise. 
And  streiffht  unto  her  litle  flocke  did  fere : 
Then  all  the  rest  about  her  rose  likewise. 
And  each  his  sundrie  sheepe  with  severail  care 
Gathered  together,  and  them  homeward  bare  : 
Whylest  everie  one  with  helping  hands  did  strive 
Amongst  themselvea,  and  did  their  labours  share. 
To  helpe  faire  Pastorella  home  to  drive 
Her  fleecie  flocke;  but  Coridon  most  helpe  did  give. 


zvi. 

But  Melibee  (so  bight  that  good  old  man) 
Now  seeing  Ualidore  left  all  alone. 
And  night  arrived  hard  at  hand,  began 
Him  to  invite  unto  his  aimple  home : 
Which  though  it  were  a  cottage  clad  with  lome. 
And  all  things  therein  meane,  yet  better  so 
To  lodge  then  in  the  salvage  fields  to  rome. 
The  knight  full  gladly  soone  agreed  thereto. 
Being  his  harts  owne  wish  j  and  home  with  him 


ZVII. 


There  he  was  welcom*d  of  that  honest  syrt 
And  of  his  aged  beldame  homely  well ; 
Who  him  besought  himselfe  to  diaattyre. 
And  rest  himselfe,  till  tupper  time  befeU  ; 
By  which  home  came  the  myrest  Pastorell, 
After  her  flocke  she  in  their  fold  had  tvde ; 
And,  aupper  readie  dight,  they  to  it  fell 
With  small  adoe,  and  nature  aatisfyde. 
The  which  doth  litle  crave  contented  to  abyde* 

xvln. 

Tho  when  they  had  their  hunger  slaked  we!t» 
And  the  feyre  mayd  the  table  ta*ne  away  ; 
The  gentle  kniffht,  aa  be  that  did  excel! 
In  courtesie  and  well  could  doe  and  say. 
For  so  great  kindnesse  as  he  found  that  day 
Gan  greatly  thanke  his  host  and  his  good  wife ; 
And,  drawmg  thence  his  speach  another  way, 
Gan  highly  to  commend  the  happie  life  [strife. 

Which  shepbeards  lead,  without  debate  or  bitter 


zix. 


tt 


How  much,*'  sayd  he,  '*  more  happie  is  the  state 
In  which  ye,  fether,  here  doe  dweO  at  ease. 
Leading  a  life  so  free  and  fortunate 
From  aU.  the  tempests  of  these  worldly  seas. 
Which  tosse  the  rest  in  daungerons  disease ; 
Where  warres,  and  wreckes,  and  wicked  enmitie 
Doe  them  afflict,  which  no  man  can  appease  ( 
That  certes  I  your  happinesse  envie, 
And  wish  my  lot  were  ptost  in  such  felicitie  !'* 


iz. 


**  Surely,  my  sonne,"  then  answerM  he  againe, 
**  If  happie ;  then  it  is  in  this  intent. 
That  having  small  yet  doe  I  not  complaine 
Of  want,  ne  wish  for  more  it  to  augment. 
But  doe  myselfe,  with  that  I  have,  content ; 
So  taught  of  nature,  which  doth  litle  need 
Of  forreine  helpes  to  lifbs  due  nourishment : 
The  fields  my  food,  my  flocke  my  rsyment  breed ; 
No  better  doe  I  weare,  no  better  doe  I  feed* 

izi. 

"  Therefore  X  doe  not  any  one  envy. 

Nor  am  envyde  of  any  one  therefore : 

They,  that  have  much,  feare  much  to  loose  thereby^ 

And  store  of  cares  doih  follow  riches  store. 

The  litle  that  I  have  growes  dayly  more 

Without  my  care,  but  onely  to  attend  it ; 

My  lambes  doe  every  yeare  increase  their  acore. 

And  my  flockes  fether  daily  doth  amend  it.  [send  it ! 

What  have  1,  but  to  praise  th'  Ahonighty  that  doth 

ZZII. 

"  To  them,  that  list,  the  worlds  gay  showea  I  leave. 
And  to  great  ones  such  follies  doe  forgive ; 
Which  oft  through  pride  do  their  owne  penll  weavew 
And  through  ambition  downe  themselves  doe  drive 
To  sad  decay,  that  might  contented  live. 
Me  no  such  cares  nor  oombrous  thoughts  offend, 
Ne  once  tny  minds  unmoved  quiet  grwre ; 
But  all  the  night  in  silver  sleepe  I  spend, 
And  all  the  day,  to  what  I  list,  I  doe  attesd. 
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XXIII. 

^  Sometimes  I  bant  the  fox,  the  vowed  foe 
Unto  my  lambes,  end  him  dislodge  away  ; 
Sometime  the  fnwne  I  practise  from  the  doe, 
Or  from  the  eoat  her  ludde,  how  to  convay ; 
Aoother  while  I  baytes  and  nets  display 
The  birds  to  catch  or  fishes  to  beguyle  ; 
And  whea  I  wearie  am,  I  downe  doe  lay 
My  limbes  in  every  shade  to  rest  from  toyle ; 
And  drinke  of  every  brooke,  when  tbirst  my  throte 
doth  boyle, 

XXIV. 

*  The  tone  was  once,  in  my  first  orime  of  yearea. 
When  pride  of  vouth  forth  prickea  my  desura* 
That  I  diadain*a  among  mine  eouall  peares 
To  follow  sbeepe  and  dbephearas  base  attire; 
For  further  fortane  then  I  would  inquire : 
And,  leaving  home,  to  roiall  oourt  I  sought^ 
Where  I  did  sell  myselfe  for  ^earely  hire. 
And  in  the  princes  gardin  daily  wrought : 
Then  I  beheld  such  vainease  as  I  never  diought* 


"  With  sight  whereof  Boone  cloyd,  and  long  deluded 

With  idle  nopes  which  them  doe  entertaine, 

Aftn*  I  had  ten  yearea  myselfe  excluded 

From  native  home,  and  spent  mv  jouth  in  vaine, 

I  gan  my  follies  to  myselfe  to  piaine. 

And  this  aweet  peace,  whose  lacke  did  then  appeare : 

Tho,  backe  returning  to  my  aheepe  againe, 

I  from  thenceforth  have  leam'd  to  love  more  deare 

Tfais  lowly  quiet  life  which  I  inherite  here." 

zxn. 

Wbyleet  thus  he  talkt,  the  knight  with  greedy  eare 
Hong  still  upon  hia  melting  mouth  attent ; 
Whose  sensefull  words  empierst  his  hart  so  neare, 
That  he  waa  wrapt  with  double  ravishment, 
Both  of  hia  aueach  that  wrought  him  great  content, 
And  Uso  of  tne  obiect  of  his  vew. 
On  which  hia  hungiy  eye  was  alwayes  bent ; 
lliat  twixt  his  pleasing  tongue,  and  her  faire  hew, 
He  loat  himaeUe,  and  like  one  halfe-entnunced  grew. 

xxvxx. 

Yet  to  oocsaioo  neanea  to  worke  his  mind* 
And  to  insinuate  his  harts  deaire, 
He  thus  reply  de  ;  "Now  surely,  syre,  I  find. 
That  iJl  this  worlds  gay  showeis,  which  we  admire, 
Be  but  vaine  absdows  to  this  safe  retyre 
Of  life,  which  here  in  lowlinesse  ye  lead, 
Feareleaae  of  foes,  or  fortunes  wrackfull  yre. 
Which  tosselh  stares,  and  under  foot  dotn  tread 
The  mightie  ones  affhiyd  of  every  chaungea  died. 

XXVIZI. 

"  That  even  I,  which  daily  doe  behold 

llie  glorie  of  the  great  mongst  whom  I  won, 

And  now  have  pro v'd  whatliappinesse  ye  hold 

In  this  small  plot  of  your  dominion, 

Now  loath  gieat  lordship  and  ambition  ; 

And  wish  the  heavens  ao  much  had  graced  mee, 

Aa  grannt  me  lite  in  like  condition; 

Or  Umt  mj  fertuoea  might  transposed  bee 

from  pilco  of  higher  puce  unto  this  low  degree.*' 


I  XXIX. 

I*  In  vaine,"  said  then  old  Melibee,  ^doe  men 
The  Iieavens  of  their  fortunes  fault  accuse ; 
Sitb  they  know  best  what  is  the  best  for  them : 
For  they  to  each  such  fortune  doe  diffuse. 
As  they  doe  know  each  can  moat  aptly  use. 
For  not  that,  which  men  covet  most,  is  beat ; 
Nor  that  thing  worst,  which  men  do  moat  refuse ; 
But  fittest  is,  that  all  contented  rest  [^brest. 

With  that  they  hold  ;  each  hath  hia  fortane  m  hia 


XXX. 


"  It  ia  the  mynd,  that  maketh  good  or  ill. 
That  maketh  wretch  or  happie,  rich  or  poore : 
For  some,  that  hath  abundance  at  his  will. 
Hath  not  enough,  but  wants  in  greatest  store ; 
And  other,  that  hath  litle,  aska  no  more, 
but  in  that  litle  is  both  rich  and  wise ; 
For  wisedome  is  most  riches :  fooles  therefore 
They  are,  which  fortunes  doe  by  vowes  devise  ; 
Sith  each  unto  himselfe  hia  life  may  fortunise." 

XXXI. 

'*  Since  then  in  each  mans  self,"  said  Calidore, 
*'  It  is  to  fashion  his  owne  iyfes  estate, 
Give  leave  awhyle,  good  father,  in  this  shore 
To  rest  my  barcke,  which  hath  bene  beaten  late 
With  atormee  of  fortune  and  tempestuous  hie. 
In  seas  of  troubles  and  of  toylesome  peine  ; 
That,  whether  quite  from  them  for  to  retrate 
I  shall  resolve  or  backe  to  tume  againe, 
I  may  here  with  yourselle  some  small  repose  obaiue. 

xxxu. 

"  Not  that  the  borden  of  so  bold  a  guest 
ShaJ  cnargefull  be,  or  chauoge  to  you  at  all ; 
For  your  meane  food  ahall  be  my  daily  feast. 
And  this  vour  cabin  both  my  bowre  and  hall ; 
Besides,  for  recompence  hereof,  I  shall 
You  well  reward,  and  golden  guerdon  rive. 
That  may  perhaps  you  better  much  withall. 
And  in  thia  ouiet  make  you  safer  live." 
So  forth  he  orew  much  gold,  and  toward  him  it  drive. 

xxxm. 

But  the  g^ood  man,  nought  tempted  with  the  offer 

Of  hia  rich  mould,  did  thrust  it  fane  away,  [proffer 

And  thus  bespake;  "Sir  knight,  your  bounteous 

Be  ftrre  fro  me,  to  whom  ye  ill  display 

That  mucky  masse,  the  cauae  of  mena  decay. 

That  mote  empaire  my  peace  with  daungera  dread : 

But,  if  ye  idgatea  covet  to  assay 

This  simple  sort  of  life  that  nhephearda  lead. 

Be  it  your  owne :  our  rudeaeaae  to  youreelfe  aread*" 

XXXIV. 

So  there  that  night  Sir  Calidore  did  dwell, 
And  long  while  afler,  whilest  him  list  remaine^ 
Dayly  beholding  the  faire  Paatoiell, 
And  feeding  on  the  bayt  of  hia  owne  bane : 
During  which  time  he  did  her  entertaine 
With  all  Idnd  courtesies  he  could  invent ; 
And  every  day,  her  eompenie  to  |pune. 
When  to  the  field  ahe  went,  he  with  her  went : 
So  for  to  quench  hia  fire  he  did  it  more  augmeoL 
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xxxy. 

But  she  that  never  bad  acquainted  beene 
With  such  quient  usage,  fit  for  que«na  and  kings^ 
Ne  ever  hacl  such  knightly  service  seene  ; 
But,  beinff  bred  under  base  shepheards  wings, 
Had  ever  leam'd  to  love  the  lowly  things ; 
Did  litle  whit  regard  his  courteous  guize. 
But  cared  more  for  Colins  carolings 
Then  all  that  he  could  doe,  or  e'er  devise ; 
His  layes,  his  loves,  his  lookes,  she  did  them  all 
despise, 

zxxvi. 

Which  Calidore  perceiving,  thought  it  best 
To  chaunge  the  manner  of  his  lorae  looke ; 
And  doffing  his  bright  armes  himselfe  addrest 
In  shepheards  weed ;  and  in  his  hsnd  he  tooke, 
Instead  of  steele-head  speare,  a  shepheards  hooke  ; 
That  who  had  seene  him  then,  would  have  bethought 
On  Phrygian  Paris  by  Plexippus  brooke. 
When  he  the  lore  of  fayre  Benone  sought, 
What  time  the  golden  apple  was  unto  him  brought. 

XXX vn. 

So  beitag  clad  unto  the  fields  he  went 
With  the  fidre  Pastorella  every  day. 
And  kept  her  sheepe  with  diligent  attent. 
Watching  to  drive  the  ravenoua  wolfe  away, 
The  whylest  at  pleasure  she  mote  sport  and  play  ; 
And  every  evening  helping  them  to  fold : 
And  otherwhiles,  for  need,  he  did  assay 
In  his  strong  hand  their  rugged  teats  to  hold. 
And  out  of  them  to  presse  the  milke :  Love  so  much 
could. 

XXXVIII. 

Which  seeing  Condon,  who  her  likewise 
Long  time  had  lov'd,  and  hop'd  her  love  to  gaine. 
He  much  was  troubled  at  that  atraungers  guize, 
And  many  gealous  thoughts  conceiv'd  in  vaine. 
That  this  of  all  his  labour  and  long  paine 
Should  reap  the  harvest  ere  it  ripened  were ; 
That  made  him  scoule,  aid  pout,  and  oft  complalne 
Of  Pastorell  to  all  the  shepheards  there. 
That  she  did  love  a  stranger  swajrne  then  him  more 
dere. 

xxzix. 

And  ever,  when  he  came  in  companie 
Where  Calidore  was  present,  he  would  loure 
And  byte  his  lip,  and  even  for  gealousie 
Was  readie  oft  his  owne  hart  to  devoure, 
Impatient  of  any  penunoure : 
Who  on  the  other  side  did  seeme  so  farre 
From  malicing,  or  grudging  his  good  houre, 
That,  all  he  could,  he  graced  him  with  her, 
Ne  ever  shewed  signe  of  rancour  or.of  iarre. 


XL. 

And  oft,  when  Condon  unto  her  brought 

Or  litle  Bparrowes  stolen  from  their  nest. 

Or  wanton  squirrels  in  the  woods  farre  sought, 

Or  other  daintie  thing  for  her  addrest. 

He  would  commend  his  g^ift,  and  make  the  best : 

Yet  she  no  whit  his  presents  did  regard, 

Ne  him  could  find  to  fancie  in  her  brest : 

This  new-come  shepheard  had  his  market  mard. 

OlA  love  Ib  litie  wcra  when  new  is  more  prefard. 


XLI. 

One  day,  whenas  the  shepheard  swaynes  together 
Were  met  to  make  their  sports  and  merrie  glee. 
As  they  are  wont  in  fiure  sunshvoie  weather. 
The  whiles  their  flockes  in  shaaowes  shrouded  bef* ; 
They  fell  to  daunce :  then  did  they  all  agrt« 
That  Colin  Clout  should  pipe,  as  one  most  fit ; 
And  Calidore  should  lead  the  ring,  as  bee 
That  most  in  Pastorellaea  grace  did  sit : 
Thereat  frown'd  Coridoo,  and  his  lip  closely  bif. 

xLn. 

But  Calidore,  of  eourteoas  inclination, 

Tooke  Coridon  and  set  him  in  his  place. 

That  he  should  lead  the  daunce,  as  was  his  fiuhion ; 

For  Coridon  could  daunce,  and  trimly  trace  ; 

And  whenas  Pastorella,  hun  to  grace. 

Her  dowry  garlond  tooke  from  her  owne  head. 

And  plast  on  his,  he  did  it  soone  displace, 

And  did  it  put  on  Coridons  instead : 

Then  Coridon  woxe  frollicke,  that  eust  seemed  deftd. 

xLtn.' 

Another  time,  whenas  the^  did  dispose 
To  practise  games  and  maisteries  to  try. 
They  for  their  iudge  did  Pastorella  chose  ; 
A  garland  was  the  meed  of  victory : 
There  Coridon,  forth  stepping,  openly 
Did  chalenge  Calidore  to  wrestling  game ; 
For  he,  through  long  and  perfect  inuustzy, 
Therein  well  practisd  was,  and  in  the  same 
Thought  sure  t'avenge  his  grudge,  and  worke  his  foe 
great  shame. 

XLtr. 

But  Calidore  he  greatly  did  mistske ; 

For  he  was  strong  and  mightily  stiffs  pight. 

That  with  one  fall  his  necxe  he  almost  brake ; 

And,  had  he  not  upon  him  fallen  light. 

His  dearest  ioynt  he  sure  had  broken  quight. 

Then  was  the  oaken  crowne  by  Pastorell 

Given  to  Calidore  as  his  due  nght ; 

Hut  he,  that  did  in  courteaie  excell. 

Gave  it  to  Coridon,  and  said  he  wonne  it  well. 

iXv. 

Thus  did  the  gentle  knight  himselfe  abeere 
Amongst  that  rusticke  rout  in  all  his  deeds. 
That  even  they,  the  which  his  rivals  were. 
Could  not  maugne  him,  but  commend  him  needs : 
For  courteaie  amongst  the  rudest  breeds 
Good  will  and  favour  ;  so  it  surely  wrought 
With  this  faire  mayd,  and  in  her  mynde  the  sr^U 
Of  perfect  love  did  sow,  that  last  forth  brought 
The  fruite  of  ioy  and  blisse,  though  long  time  dearely 
bought. 

Thus  Calidore  oontinu'd  there  long  time 
To  winne  the  love  of  the  faire  Pastorell ; 
Which  having  got,  he  used  without  crime 
Or  blameful!  blot }  but  menaged  ao  well. 
That  he,  of  all  the  rest  which  there  did  dwell. 
Was  favoured  and  to  her  grace  commended  : 
But  what  stzaunge  fortunes  unto  him  befell, 
Ere  he  attained  the  point  by  him  intended. 
Shall  more  convementlr  in  other  nlane  be  eiuUd* 
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CANTO  X. 

Calidore  sees  the  graces  daance 

To  Colins  melody : 
The  whiles  his  Paatorell  is  led 

Into  captiTity. 


.  t.  • 

Who  now  does  follow  the  foule  blatant  heast, 
Wbilest  Calidore  does  follow  that  faire  m^yd, 
Unmyndfall  of  his  row,  and  high  beheast 
Which  by  the  Faery  Queene  was  on  him  layd. 
That  he  should  nerer  leave,  nor  be  delayd 
Fnnn  chacing  him,  till  he  had  it  attchiered  ? 
But  now,  entnpt  of  Lore  which  him  betrayd, 
He  mindeth  more  how  he  may  be  reliered 
With  grace  from  her,  whose  lore  his  heart  hath  sore 
engnered* 

That  from  beneeforth  he  meanes  no  more  to  sew 

His  former  quest,  so  fuU  of  toile  and  peine ; 

Another  quest,  another  game  in  rew 

He  hath»  the  guerdon  of  ois  lore  to  gaine ; 

With  whom  he  myndes  for  erer  to  remaine. 

And  set  his  rest  amongat  the  rusticke  sort. 

Rather  then  hunt  still  afler  shadowes  raine 

Of  courtly  farour  fed  with  light  report 

Of  erery  blaste,  and  sayling  alwaies  in  the  port. 


Ne  osTtes  mote  he  greatly  blamed  be 
From  so  high  step  to  stoupe  unto  so  low ; 
For  who  had  tasted  once,  aa  oft  did  he, 
The  happy  peace  which  there  doth  orerflow. 
And  pror  d  the  perfect  i>lea8ures  which  doe  grow 
Amonnt  poore  nyndes,  in  hils,  in  woods,  in  dales ; 
Woola  nerer  more  delight  in  painted  show 
Of  such  lislse  blisse,  as  there  is  set  for  stales 
V  entrap  unwary  fooles  in  their  etemall  bales. 

For  what  bath  all  that  goodly  glorious  gaae 
Like  to  one  sight  which  Calidore  did  rew  1 
The  glaunc«  whereof  their  dimmed  eies  would  dase, 
1bat  never  more  they  should  endure  the  shew 
Of  that  shunne-Jihine,  that  makes  them  looke  askew. 
Ne  ought,  in  all  that  world  of  beauties  rare, 
(Sate  oneiy  Glorianaes  hearenly  hew. 
To  which  what  can  compare  ?")  can  it  compare ; 
The  which,  as  conmieth  now  by  course,  I  will  de- 
clare. 

One  day,  aa  he  did  rannge  the  fields  abroad, 
Whtleat  bis  fiure  PastoieUa  was  elsewhere, 
lie  cbaunst  to  come,  far  irom  all  peoples  troad. 
Unto  a  plaoe,  whose  pleasaunce  did  appere 
Topasae  all  others  on  the  earth  which  were: 
For  an  that  erer  was  by  Nature'a  skUl 
Deria*d  to  worke  delight  was  gathered  there ; 
Afid  there  by  her  ware  poured  forth  at  fill. 
As  U;  ihift  to  adome,  m  all  the  nest  did  pHL 


It  was  an  hill  plaste  in  an  open  plauM, 

1  hat  round  about  was  bordered  with  a  wood 

Of  matchlease  hight,that  seem'd  th'  earth  to  disdaine; 

In  which  all  trees  of  honour  stately  stood. 

And  did  all  winter  aa  in  sommer  bud, 

Spredding  parilions  for  the  birds  to  bowre. 

Which  in  their  lower  braunches  sung  aloud ; 

And  in  their  tops  the  soring  hauke  did  towre. 

Sitting  like  king  of  fowlea  m  maieaty  and  powra- 

A  nd  at  the  foote  thereof  a  gentle  find. 
Mis  silver  wares  did  softly  tumble  downe, 
Unmard  with  ragged  mosse  or  filthy  mud ; 
Ne  mole  wylde  beastes,  nemote  the  ruder  clowne 
Thereto  approch  ;  ne  filth  mote  therein  drowne : 
But  n3rmphes  and  fiieriea  by  the  bancks  did  sit 
In  the  woods  shade  which  did  the  watera  crowne* 
Keeping  all  noysome  thinga  away  firom  it. 
And  to  the  waters  fall  tuning  their  accents  fit. 

vnL 

And  on  the  top  thereof  a  spacious  plaine 

Did  spred  itselfe,  to  serre  to  all  delight. 

Either  to  daunce,  when  they  to  daunce  would  fiiine 

Or  else  to  course-about  theur  bases  light ; 

Ne  ought  there  wanted,  which  for  pleasure  might 

Desired  be,  or  thence  to  banish  bale : 

So  pleasauntly  the  hill  with  equall  hight 

Did  seeme  to  orerlooke  the  lowly  rale ; 

Therefore  it  rightly  cleeped  was  Mount  Acidale. 

They  say  that  Venus,  when  she  did  dispose 
Herselfe  to  pleasaunce,  used  to  resort 
Unto  this  place,  and  therein  to  repose 
And  rest  herselfe  aa  in  a  gladsome  port. 
Or  with  the  gracea  there  to  play  and  sport ; 
That  eren  her  owne  Cytheron,  though  in  it 
She  used  most  to  keepe  her  royall  court 
And  in  her  soreraine  majesty  to  sit. 
She  in  regard  hereof  refusde  and  thought  unfit. 


Unto  this  plaoe  whenas  the  elfin  knight 
Approcht,  him  aeemed  that  the  merry  sound 
Of  a  ahriU  pipe  he  playing  heard  on  bight, 
And  many  feete  fast  thumping  th'  hollow  ground^ 
Thst .through  the  woods  their  eccho  did  rebound. 
He  nigher  drew,  to  weete  what  mote  it  be : 
There  he  a  troupe  of  ladies  dauncinff  found 
FuU  mjerrily ,  and  making  gladfull  glee. 
And.  in  the  midst  a  ahepheaxd  piping  he  did  see. 
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He  dnrat  not  enter  into  th'  open  greene. 
For  dread  of  them  onwares  to  be  descryde. 
For  breaking  of  their  dannoe,  if  he  were  seene  ^ 
But  in  the  corert  of  the  wood  did  byde. 
Beholding  all,  jret  of  them  unMpyde : 
There  he  did  see,  that  pleased  much  hia  aight. 
That  even  he  himaelfo  his  eyes  enr^de. 
An  hundred  naked  maidens  lilly  wmte 
All  raunged  in  a  ring,  and  dauncing  in  delights 


AD  they  withost  were  nnnged  in  a  ring. 
And  daunoed  lound ;  bat  in  the  midst  of 
Thsae  other  ladies  did  botli  daaooe  and  sing, 
llie  whilest  the  rest  them  loond  about  did  bemme, 
And  like  a  girlond  did  m  compesse  sfemme ; 
And  in  the  middest  of  those  same  three  was  pboed 
Another  damaell,  as  e  preetous  geauBie, 
Amidst  a  ring  most  ridily  well  enchaeed. 
That  with  her  goodlj  presence  all  the  not  mnoh 
graced. 


Looke !  bow  tba  crowned  which  Ariadne  wore 

Upon  her  yror?  fecehead  that  same  day 

That  Theseus  her  unto  his  bridale  bore. 

When  the  bold  Centauiea  made  that  bloudy  fray 

With  the  fierce  Lanithcs  which  did  them  dismay  ; 

Being  now  placed  m  the  firmaaoent. 

Through  the  bright  heeren  doth  her  beams  display* 

And  is  unto  die  stanrea  an  ccoament, 

MHiieh  roond  about  her  move  in  order  excellent. 


xxv. 

Such  was  the  beauty  of  this  goodly  band, 

Whose  sundry  parts  were  here  too  long  to  tell: 

But  she,  that  in  the  midst  of  them  did  stand, 

Seem'd  all  the  reet  in  beauty  to  exceU, 

Crownd  with  a  rosie  sirlond  that  right  well 

Did  her  beseeme  :  and  ever,  as  the  crew 

About  her  dsunst,  sweet  flowree  that  far  did  smell 

And  fragrant  odours  they  uppon  her  threw  ; 

But,  most  of  all,  those  three  did  her  with  gifts  endow. 

XT. 

Those  were  the  Oraoee,  daughters  of  delight, 
Haodmaides  of  Venus,  whidi  are  wont  to  haunt 
Uppon  this  hill,  and  daunce  there  day  and  night: 
Those  three  to  men  all  gifts  of  grace  do  graunt ; 
And  all,  diat  Venus  in  herself  doth  raunt. 
Is  borrowed  of  them  :  but  that  fairs  one. 
That  in  the  midst  was  placed  peraTaunt, 
Was  she  to  whom  that  shepheard  pypt  alone ; 
That  made  him  pipe  so  merrily,  aa  never  nonew 

XTI. 

She  was,  to  weete,  thut  iolly  shepbeards  lasse. 
Which  piped  there  unto  that  merry  rout ; 
That  ioUy  ahepbeard,  which  there  piped,  was 
Poors  Colin  Clout,  (who  knows  not  Colin  Clout t) 
He  pypt  apace,  wbileat  diey  him  daunst  about. 
Ffpe,  loUy  shepheard,  pype  thou  now  apaoe 
Unto  thy  love  that  made  uee  low  to  lout ; 
Thy  lore  is  present  there  with  thee  in  place ; 
Thy  lore  is  then  adTuunst  to  be  aaotber  gnee. 


xvn. 


Much  wondred  Calidoie  at  this  stnunge  sigbt« 
Whose  like  before  his  eye  had  nerer  seene  j 
And  standing  long  astonished  in  sprigfat. 
And  rapt  wiuk  pleasaunce,  wist  not  what  to 
Whether  it  were  the  traine  of  beautiea  qneeoe. 
Or  njrmphes,  or  fteries,  or  enchannted  show. 
With  which  his  eyes  mote  have  deluded  beeue. 
Therefore,  resolving  what  it  was  to  know. 
Out  of  the  wood  he  rose,  and  toward  than  did  go 


But,  soooe  as  he  ^ipearsd  to  their 
They  vanisht  all  away  out  of  his  si^iC, 

And  deane  were  gone,  which  way  be  n 

AH  save  the  ahepbeard,  who,  for  fell  despigbt 
Of  that  displeasure,  broke  his  bag-pipe  quight. 
And  made  great  mono  fi»r  that  unhappy  tnnM : 
But  Calidore,  thougb  no  lease  soiy  wight 
For  that  mishap,  yet  seeing  him  to  mooxne. 
Draw  neare,  that  he  the  truth  of  all  by  him 
leame: 


And,  first  him  greeting,  tbua  unto  him  tftkm ; 
"  Haile,  ioUy  shepheanl,  which  thy  ioyous  d^^ 
Here  l«idest  in  this  goodly  meny-nssfca^ 
Frequented  of  theee  gentle  nymphes  alwsfea. 
Which  to  thee  fiocke  to  hears  thy  lovely  layaa ! 
Tell  me  what  mote  tbeae  dainty  damaets  be. 
Which  here  with  thee  doe  aaake  their  pleasant  playss 
Right  happy  thou,  that  mayest  them  finely  see ! 
But  why,  when  I  diemsaw,  fled  th^  away  firam  me ! 


"  Not  I  so  happy,"  anawerd  thtn  that  awaane, 
"  As  thou  unhi^py,  which  them  thence  didst 
Whom  by  no  meanea  thou  canat  recall  agaiae ; 
For,  being  gone,  none  can  them  bring  in  plac«» 
But  whom  they  of  themselves  list  so  to  gracou" 
"  Right  aonr  I,"  aside  thai  Sir  Calidore, 
"  That  my  iU-fortune  did  them  henee  diqilene  : 
But  since  things  passed  none  may  now  restora. 
Tell  me  what  were  they  all,  wboae  lacke  theegris' 


t» 


so  sore. 


Tho  gan  that  shepheard  thus  for  to  dilate; 

**  Then  wote,  thou  shepheard,  whataoe'er  thou  bcoy 

That  all  those  ladies  which  thou  sawest  late* 

Are  Venus  damsels,  all  within  her  foe. 

But  differing  in  honour  and  degree  ; 

They  all  are  graces  which  on  her  depend ; 

Besides  a  ihoussnd  more  which  rsady  bee 

Her  to  adome,  wheaso  ahe  forth  doth  wend  i 

But  those  three  in  the  midst,  doe  chiefoon  her  attend. 


xzn. 


lovcb 


"  They  are  the  daughtara  of 

Bv  him  begot  of  faiie  Eur^rnome. 

Tht*  .Occens  daughter,  in  this  plcassnt  grove. 

As  be,  this  way  oommtng  from  feastfinl  glee 

Of  Thetis  wedding  with  Aecidee, 

In  sommers  shade  himselfo  here  rested  weary. 

The  first  of  them  bight  mylde  Eupbioeyne, 


Next  faire  Aglaia,  last  Thalia  merry ; 
Sweete  goddesses  all  thiee»  whica  ] 
cherry  I 


in  miithdd 
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XXIIf. 

*  These  thi»e  on  men  all  gracioos  gifts  bestoir, 
Which  decke  the  body  or  adorne  the  mynde. 
To  make  them  lovely  or  well-favoared  ahow ; 
Aa  comriy  earriage,  entertaimneat  kinde, 
Sweete  aemblaant«  friendly  ofiicea  that  bynde. 
And  all  the  oomplemeata  of  cnrtesie : 
They  teach  ua,  how  te  each  degree  and  IryndiB 
We  ahould  oaraelvea  demeane,  to  low,  to  hie, 
To.6iBMb,  to  foea  ^  whioh  akdl  men  call  ciTiUty, 

xsir» 

"  Therefore  they  al#aaea  amoothly  aeeme  to  amiU, 
That  we  likewiae  ahoald  m^lde  and  gentle  be ; 
And  also  naked  are,  that  withoat  guue 
Or  falae  diaaemblaonce  all  them  puune  may  aee. 
Simple  and  tme  from  coTort  malice  free ; 
And  eeke  tbemaelTea  ao  in  their  daonce  they  bore« 
That  two  of  them  atill  froward  aeem*d  to  bee. 
Bat  one  atill  towarda  ahew'd  heraelfe  afore ; 
That  good  ahonld  frnn  w  goe,  then  come  in  greater 
store. 

xxr» 

*'  Sttdi  were  tboee  goddeaeea  which  ye  did  see : 
But  that  fourth  mayd,  which  there  amidst  them 
Who  can  arced  what  creature  mote  she  bee,  [traced. 
Whether  a  crsetare,  or  a  goddeoae  graced 
With  hearenly  gifts  from  heven  first  enraced  t 
fint  whalso  sure  she  wss,  she  worthy  was 
To  be  the  fourth  with  those  three  other  plsoeds 
Yet  wss  she  oertes  but  a  countrey  lasse } 
yet  she  tU  other  countrey  laues  uurre  did  pease : 


XX  Tk 


«« 


So  fun,  as  doth  the  dsughter  of  die  day 
AU  other  leaaer  lights  in  light  excell ; 
80  hm  doth  she  in  beautyfuU  arrav 
Atwve  all  other  lasses  beare  the  bell ; 
Ne  lesee  in  Tertne  that  beaeeme«  her  well 
Doth  ahe  exoeede  the  raat  of  all  her  race  ; 
For  which  the  naees»  that  here  wont  to  dwell, 
J  lave  for  more  honor  brought  her  to  this  place, 
And  gneed  her  so  much  to  be  another  grace. 


"  Another  grace  she  well  deserves  to  be^ 
[n  whdA  so  many  graces  gathered  are, 
ExceUing  mnch  the  meene  of  her  degree ; 
Uirine  reeeasblaunce,  besuty  aoTersino  rare, 
Finne  chastity,  that  spieht  ne  blemish  dare  I 
AU  which  ^e  with  soon  courtesie  doth  grace, 
I'hat  all  her  perea  cannot  with  her  compare, 
J^ut  quite  are  dimmed  when  she  is  in  place : 
iihb  made  ma  often  pipe,  and  now  to  pipe  apace. 


xxTin. 


*'  Suane  of  the  world,  great  glory  of  the  sky, 

'lliat  all  the  earth  doest  lighten  with  thy  rayes, 

Greet  Gloriana,  greatest  majesty ! 

Pardon  ihv  Sbepbeardp  mongst  so  many  hyee 

As  be  hstn  sung  of  thee  in  sU  his  dayes, 

1  o  make  one  mmsne  of  thy  poore  handmayd. 

And  Uttdemeath  thy  feete  to  place  her  prayse ; 

That,  when  thy  riory  shall  be  ftrre  displayd 

To  focnra  age,  of  her  this  mention  may  be  made  I" 


When  thus  that  shephesrd  ended  had  his  speach, 
Sayd  Cslidore ;  "  Now  sure  it  yrketh  mee, 
That  to  thy  bliase  I  made  this  luckelesse  bresch. 
As  now  the  author  of  thy  bale  to  be. 
Thus  to  beresTS  thy  lovee  deare  sight  from  thee : 
But,  gentle  shephesrd,  psrdon  thou  my  shame. 
Who  rashlr  sought  that  which  I  mote  not  see. 
Thus  did  the  oourteous  knight  excuse  his  blame. 
And  to  reoomfort  him  all  comely  meanes  did  firama. 


XXX. 

In  such  disoouraes  they  together  spent 
Long  time,  as  fit  oocaaion  forth  them  led  | 
With  which  the  knight  himselfe  did  much  content. 
And  with  delight  his  greedy  £uicy  fed 
Both  of  his  words,  whioh  he  with  reaaon  red. 
And  also  of  the  pbce,  whose  pleasures  rare 
With  such  renrd  his  sences  larished. 
That  thence  ne  had  no  will  away  to  fkre. 
But  wisht  that  with  thatshephesni  hd  mote  dwelling 
shsre. 


But  that  corenimd  ating,  the  which  of  vere 

His  poysnous  point  deepe  fixed  in  his  nart 

Had  left,  now  gan  ufiresn  to  rande  sore. 

And  to  renue  the  rigour  of  his  smsrt; 

Which  to  recurs,  no  skill  of  leacheaart 

Mote  him  availe,  but  to  retume  againe 

To  hia  wounds  worker,  that  with  lovely  dart 

Dinting  his  brest  had  bred  his  restlesse  peine ; 

Like  as  the  woundsd  whsle  to  shore  iUes  from  the 


mame. 
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80,  taking  lenTO  of  that  aame  ^tle  awaine^ 
He  backe  returned  to  hia  rusticke  wonne, 
Where  his  fsira  Psstorella  did  remaine : 
To  wbome  in  sort,  as  hs  at  firat  begonne. 
He  daily  did  apply  himselfe  to  donne 
All  dewfull  service,  roide  of  thoughts  impure; 
Ne  any  paines  ns  perill  did  he  shonne, 
By  which  he  might  her  to  his  love  allure. 
And  liking  in  her  yet  untamed  heart  procure 

xxxin. 

And  evermore  the  ahepheard  Coridon, 
Whatever  thing  be  did  her  to  aggrate. 
Did  strive  to  match  with  strong  contention. 
And  all  his  paines  did  closely  emulate ; 
Whether  it  were  to  caroil,  aa  they  sate 
Keeping  their  aheepe,  or  gamea  to  exercize. 
Or  to  present  her  with  their  labonn  late  : 
Through  which  if  any  grace  chaunst  to  arize 
To  him,  the  ahepheuvl  straight  with  iealousiedid 
frke. 

xxxzv. 

One  day,  aathey  all  three  together  went 
To  the  greene  wood  to  gather  atnwberies, 
There  chaunst  to  them  a  dangerous  accident: 
A  tigre  forth  out  of  the  wood  did  rise, 
That  with  fell  clawea  full  of  fierce  gourmandiae. 
And  greedy  mouth  wide-gaping  like  hell-giUe, 
Did  runne  at  Pastorell  her  to  surprize ; 
Whom  she  beholding,  now  sU  desolate, 
Gan  cry  to  them  aloud  to  helpe  her  all  too  late. 
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mxxr, 

Wliioh  Coridon  first  hearing,  no  in  hast 

To  reskae  her ;  bat,  when  he  saw  the  teend. 

Through  cowherd  feare  he  fled  away  as  fiuit, 

Ne  durst  abide  the  daunger  of  the  end ; 

His  life  he  ateemed  dearer  then  his  frend : 

But  Cslidore  soone  comming  to  her  Sjrde, 

When  he  the  beast  saw  ready  now  to  rend 

His  loves  dears  spoils,  in  which  his  heart  was  prayde. 

He  ran  at  him  enraged,  instead  of  being  frayde. 

xxx.ru 

He  had  no  wea|>on  but  his  shepheards  hooke 
To  serre  the  rengeaunce  of  hu  wmthfull  will ; 
With  which  so  steraely  he  the  monster  strooke. 
That  to  the  ground  astonished  he  fell ; 
Whence  ere  he  could  recouV,  he  did  him  quellj 
And  hewinff  off  his  head,  it  presented 
Before  the  feete  of  the  iiure  Fastorell ; 
Who,  scarcely  yet  from  former  feare  exempted, 
A  thousand  tmies  him  thankt  that  had  her  aeath  pre- 
Tented, 

zxxni. 

From  that  day  forth  she  gan  him  to  afiect. 

And  daily  more  her  favour  to  augment ; 

But  Condon  for  cowherdize  reiect. 

Fit  to  keepe  sheepe,  unfit  for  loves  content : 

The  gentle  heart  scomes  base  disparagement. 

Yet  Calidore  did  not  despise  him  qnight. 

But  ttsde  him  friendly  for  further  intent^ 

That  by  his  fellowship  be  colour  might 

Both  his  estate  and  love  from  skill  of  any  wight. 

xxxvm. 

So  well  he  wood  her,  and  so  well  he  wrought  her. 

With  humble  service,  and  with  daily  sute. 

That  at  the  last  unto  his  will  he  brought  her ; 

Which  he  so  wisely  well  did  prosecute, 

1'hat  of  his  love  he  reapt  the  timely  frute. 

And  ioyed  long  in  close  felicity : 

Till  Fortune,  fraught  with  malice,  blinde  and  brute. 

That  envies  lovers  long  prosperity. 

Blew  up  a  bitter  sturme  of  foule  adversity. 

xxxxx.' 

It  fortuned  one  day,  when  Calidore 
Was  hunting  in  the  woods,  as  was  his  trade, 
A  lawlesse  people,  brigants  hight  cf  yore. 
That  never  usde  to  live  by  plough  nor  spade. 
But  fed  on  spoils  and  booty  which  they  made 
Upon  their  neighbours,  which  did  nigh  them  border, 
The  dwelling  of  these  shepheards  did  invade ; 
And  spoyld  their  houses,  and  themselves  did  murder. 
And  drove  away  their  flocks :  with  other  much  dis- 
order. 


Amongst  the  rest,  the  which  they  then  did  pny. 
They  spoyld  old  Melibee  of  all  m  had. 
And  all  ms  people  captive  led  away ; 
Mongst  which  this  lucUesae  mayd  away  was  had. 
Fairs  Pastorella,  sorrowfuU  and  sad. 
Most  sorrowfull,  moat  sad,  that  ever  ai^h*!. 
Now  made  the  spoils  ot  theeves  and  bngants  bad. 
Which  was  the  conquest  of  the  gentlest  kni^ 
lliat  ever  liv*d,  sod  th'  onely  gkny  of  his  m%bt. 


xu. 

With  them  also  was  taken  Condon, 

And  carried  captive  by  those  theeves  avn^ ; 

Who  in  the  covert  of  the  night,  that  none 

Mote  them  descry,  nor  reskne  from  their  pray. 

Unto  their  dwelling  did  them  close  oonvay : 

Their  dwelling  in  a  little  island  was. 

Covered  with  shrubby  woods,  in  which  no  way 

Appeared  for  people  m  nor  out  to  pas 

Nor  any  footing  fynde  for  overgiowen  graa : 

XLn. 

For  nndemeath  the  ground  their  way  waa  made 
Through  hollow  caves,  that  no  man  mote  discover 
For  the  thicke  shrubs,  which  did  themalwaiea  shade 
From  view  of  living  wight  and  covered  over ; 
But  Darkenesse  dred  and  daily  Night  did  hover 
Throuffh  all  the  inner  parts,  wherem  they  dw^ ; 
Ne  lightned  was  with  window,  nor  vrith  lover. 
But  with  continuall  candle  light,  which  delt 
A  doubtfiill  sense  of  things,  not  so  well  seene  as  felL 

zun. 

Hither  those  brigants  bropght  their  present  pny. 
And  kept  them  with  continuall  watch  and  ward; 
Meaning,  so  soone  as  they  convenient  may. 
For  slaves  to  sell  them  for  no  small  reward 
To  merchants,  which  them  kept  in  bondage  hard. 
Or  sold  againe.    Now  when  ndre  Pastorril 
Into  this  place  was  brought,  and  kept  with  sard 
Of  griesly  theeves,  she  thooght  heraelf  in  h«l. 
Where  with  such  damned  fiends  she  shonld  in  daik- 
nesse  dwelL 

•xuv. 

But  for  to  tell  the  dolefiill  dreriment 
And  pittifiill  eomplainta  which  there  ahe  made, 
(  Where  day  and  night  she  nought  did  but  lament 
Her  wretched  life  abut  up  in  deadly  ahade. 
And  waste  her  goodly  beauty,  which  did  fide 
Like  to  a  flowre  that  feeles  no  heate  of  snnne 
Which  may  her  feeble  leaves  with  comfort  glade  ;) 
And  what  befell  her  in  that  theevish  wonns 
WiU  in  another  Canto  better  be  begoniMb 
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The  theeves  fall  ont  for  Pastorell, 
Whilest  Melibee  is  slain : 

Her  Calidore  from  them  redeemes. 
And  bringeth  baoke  againe* 


Tiir.  ioys  of  love,  if  they  should  ever  last 

\\  it  bout  affliction  or  disquietoesse 

That  vrorldLj  chaanoes  doe  amongst  them  cast. 

Would  be  on  earth  too  great  a  blessednesse, 

LiVvr  to  heaven  then  mortall  wretchednesse : 

Therefore  the  winged  god,  to  let  men  weet 

That  here  on  earth  is  no  sure  happinesse, 

A  tboasand  sowres  hath  tanpied  with  one  aweet. 

To  make  it  seeme  more  dears  and  dain^,  as  is  meet 

u. 

Like  as  is  now  befalne  to  this  fiure  mayd, 
Faire  Paatorell,  of  whom  is  now  my  aong : 
Who  beinff  now  in  dreadful]  darknesse  layd 
Amongst  those  thee  ves,  which  her  in  bondage  atrong 
Detaynd ;  Yet  Fortune,  not  with  all  this  wrong 
Contented,  greater  miechiefe  on  her  threw. 
And  sorrowes  heapt  on  her  in  greater  throug  ; 
lliat  whoso  heares  her  heavmesse,  would  rew 
And  pitty  her  sad  plight,  so  ohang*d  from  pleasaunt 
hew. 

in. 

Whylest  thus  she  in  thoM  hellish  dena  remayned. 
Wrapped  in  wretched  cares  and  hearts  unreitt. 
It  so  befell,  aa  Fortune  had  ordayned. 
That  be  which  was  their  capitaine  profest. 
And  had  the  chiefe  commaund  of  tl\  the  rest. 
One  day,  ss  he  did  all  his  priaoners  vew, 
With  lostftdl  eyes  beheld  that  lovely  guest, 
Fatre  PaatoreUa,  whoae  sad  moumefuU  hew 
Like  the  faire  morning  clad  in  misty  fog  did  shew. 


IV. 

At  aigfat  whereof  his  barbarous  heart  was  fired, 
And.mly  burnt  with  flames  most  raging  whot, 
llat  her  alone  he  for  his  part  desired 
Of  all  the  other  prav  whico  they  had  got. 
And  her  in  mynae  did  to  himselfe  allot. 
From  that  day  forth  he  kyndneaae  to  her  ahowed. 
And  Bought  her  love  by  all  the  meanes  he  mote  ; 
With  looks,  with  words,  with  gifts  he  oft  her  wowed, 
And  mixed  threats  among,  and  much  unto  h^r  vowed. 


V. 

But  an  that  ever  he  could  doe  or  say 

Her  constant  mynd  could  not  a  whit  remove. 

Nor  draw  unto  the  lure  of  his  lewd  lay. 

To  gnnnt  him  favour  or  afford  him  love : 

Yet  osast  he  not  to  sew,  and  all  waies  prove. 

By  vUch  he  mote  accomplish  his  request. 

Saying  sod  doing  all  that  mote  behove ; 

^e  day  nor  night  he  suflrod  her  to  rest. 

But  her  all  night  did  watch,  and  all  the  day  molest 


VI. 

Alt  hat,  when  him  she  so  importune  saw. 
Fearing  least  he  at  length  the  rainea  would  lend 
Unto  ms  lust,  and  make  his  will  his  law, 
Sitb  in  hb  powre  ahe  was  to  foe  or  friend ; 
She  thought  it  best,  for  shadow,  to  pretend 
Some  ahew  of  favour,  by  him  gracing  small. 
That  ahe  thereby  mote  either  freely  wend. 
Or  at  more  ease  continue  there  his  thrall : 
A  little  well  is  lent  that  gaineth  more  withall. 


VII. 

So  from  thenceforth,  when  love  he  to  her  made, 

With  better  tearmes  ahe  did  him  entertaine, 

Which  gave  him  hope,  and  did  him  halfe  pemwade. 

That  he  in  time  her  loyance  should  obtaine : 

But  when  ahe  saw,  through  that  amall  favours  gaine. 

That  further  then  ahe  willing  was  he  prest ; 

She  found  no  meanea  to  barre  him,  but  to  faine 

A  aodaine  sickenesse  which  her  sore  opprest. 

And  made  unfit  to  serve  his  lawlesse  mindea  behest. 
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By  meanes  whereof  she  would  not  him  permit 

Once  tu  approach  to  her  in  privity. 

But  onely  mongst  the  rest  by  her  to  sit. 

Mourning  the  rigour  of  her  mslady. 

And  aeeking  all  things  meete  for  remedy : 

But  she  resolv'd  no  remedy  to  fynde. 

Nor  better  cheare  to  ahew  in  misery, 

Till  Fortune  would  her  captive  bonds  unbynde  . 

Her  sickenesse  was  not  ofthe  body  but  the  mynde. 

iz. 

During  which  space  that  ahe  thus  sicke  did  lie. 
It  chaunst  a  sort  of  merchants,  which  were  wount 
To  skim  those  coaates  for  bondmen  there  to  buy. 
And  by  such  trafficke  after  gainea  to  hunt 
Arrived  in  this  isle,  though  bare  and  blunt, 
T*  inquire  for  slavea ;  where  being  readie  met 
By  some  of  these  ssme  theeves  st  th'  instant  brunt, 
^^  ere  brought  unto  their  captaine,  who  was  set 
By  his  &ire  patients  side  with  sorrowfiill  regret. 

To  whom  they  shewed,  how  those  merchants  were 

Arriv'd  in  piece  their  bondslaves  for  to  buy  ; 

And  therefore  pray*d  that  those  same  captivea  thers 

Mote  to  them  tor  dieir  moat  commodity 

Be  aold,  and  mongst  them  ahared  eoually, 

Thia  their  requeat  the  captaine  muco  appalled ; 

Yet  could  he  not  their  iuat  demaund  deny. 

And  willed  streight  (he  slavea  should  forth  be  called, 

And  sold  for  most  advantage  not  to  be  forstalled. 
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Then  forth  tbe  ^^ood  old  Mdibee  wts  brought. 
And  Condon  with  many  other  moe, 
Whom  they  before  in  direrae  spoyles  bed  caught ; 
All  which  ne  to  the  marchants  aale  did  ahowe: 
Till  aome,  which  did  the  aondiy  priaooeti  knowe, 
Oan  to  inqnire  for  that  fain  ahepoerdeaae. 
Which  with  the  reat  they  tooke  not  long  agoe ; 
And  gan  her  forme  and  ieatare  to  expresae, 
The  more  t'  augment  her  price  through  praise  of 
ooodineaae. 

xn. 

To  whom  the  captatne  in  full  angry  wiie 
Made  anawere,  that "  the  nuTd  of  whom  €bnf  spake 
Was  hia  owne  purdmae  and  nia  onelj  prise ; 
With  which  none  had  to  doe,  ne  ooght  partake. 
But  he  bimaelfe  which  did  that  conqueat  make ; 
Litle  for  him  to  hsTe  one  aill  j  lasae ; 
Besidea  through  aickneaae  now  ao  wan  and  weske. 
That  nothing  meet  in  merchandiae  to  paaae :" 
Soahew'd  then  her,  to  prore  how  pale  andweake 
aha 


At  laat  when  all  the  reat  them  offied  ware. 
And  priaea  to  them  placed  at  their  pleasure, 
Thej  all  refused  in  rMrard  of  her ; 
Ne  ought  would  bny,lioweTer  prisd  with  menanre^ 
W'ithouten  her,  whoae  worth  aboye  all  threasure 
They  did  cstsaane,  and  ofied  store  of  gold  : 
But  then  the  cspCsine,  fraught  with  more  displeasure. 
Bad  them  be  atiU  ;  '*  hia  loye  ahould  not  be  aold ; 
The  rest  take  if  they  would ;  he  her  to  him  would 
hold.*' 


Therewith  some  other  of  the  chiefest  theeyes 

Boldly  him  bad  such  iniurie  forbesre ; 

For  that  ssme  msyd,  howerer  it  him  meyes, 

Should  with  the  reat  be  sold  before  hnn  thesre. 

To  mske  the  prises  of  the  rest  more  desra. 

That  with  mat  ra^  he  atontly  doth  denay ; 

And,  fiercely  drawing  forth  his  blade,  doth  sweare 

Thst  whoso  bardie  hand  on  her  doth  lay. 

It  dearaly  shall  aby,  and  death  for  banchell  pay. 

xyi. 

Thus,  as  they  words  amongst  them  multiply. 
They  ftll  to  strokes  the  frute  of  too  much  ttdks. 
And  the  mad  Steele  about  doth  fiercely  fly. 
Mot  sparing  wight,  ne  leaving  any  balke. 
But  making  way  for  Death  at  large  to  walks ; 
Who,  the  horror  of  the  griealy  night. 
In  thousand  drsadfiil  ahapes  doth  mongat  them  ataike. 
And  makes  huge  hsyooke ;  whiles  the  candle«lif  ht 
Ottt-qosnobsd  laayes  no  sloU  nor  diflersnce  of  wigbL 


xm. 

The  sight  of  whom,  though  now  decsyd  snd  msrd. 

And  eke  but  hardly  aeene  by  candle-ught. 

Yet,  like  a  diamond  of  rich  regard. 

In  doubtfiiU  shadow  of  the  darkeoosss  night 

With  stsnie  besmes  sbout  her  shining  bright. 

These  msrehants  fixed  eyes  did  so  ssssae, 

Thst  what  through  wonder,  and  what  through  delight, 

A  while  on  her  uey  greedily  did  gaae. 

And  did  her  greatly  like,  and  did  her  greatly  praise. 


Like  aa  a  sort  of  hungry  dogs,  ymet 
About  some  csrease  by  the  common  way^ 
Doe  fall  togedier,  stxyrag  each  to  get 
The  greatest  portion  of  the  greedie  pray  ; 
All  on  oonfuwd  beapea  thesuelyes  aasay. 
And  anateh,  and  byte,  and  rend,  and  tog*  and 
That  who  them  aeea  would  wonder  at  uieir  fnj 
And  who  sees  not  would  be  sffrayd  to  besre  : 
Such  wss  the  eonfiiet  of  those  craell  brigants 

xym. 

But,  first  of  aU,  their  captirea  they  doe  kill, 

Leaat  they  ahould  ioyus  against  the  weaker  side. 

Or  rise  sgainst  the  lemnsnt  st  their  will  • 

Old  M elibee  is  slsine  ;  snd  him  beside 

His  sged  wife ;  with  msny  others  wide: 

But  Coridon,  escsping  orutily, 

Creepea  forth  of  dores,  whilst  dsiknes  him  doth  badie. 

And  flyes  away  aa  laat  aa  he  can  hye, 

Na  stayeth  leaye  to  take  before  Ua  Aieods  doe  dya. 


But  Psstorelb,  wofiill  wretched  dfe. 
Was  by  the  oaptaine  all  this  while  defended. 
Who,  minding  more  her  ssfoty  then  himselfr, 
His  tsrget  alwayes  over  her  pretended  ; 
By  mesnes  whereof,  thst  mote  not  be  emended. 
He  at  the  length  was  slaine  and  layd  on  ground. 
Yet  holding  mat  twiit  both  his  annes  extended 
Fayre  Pastorell,  who  with  the  selfo  sane  ^ovoA 
Launebt  through  the  arme  fell  down  with  him  in 
drsarie  awoond. 

XX. 

There  lay  ahe  oovered  with  confused 
Of  csrcaaes,  which  dying  on  her  foil : 
Tho,  whenss  he  wss  deed,  the  6aj  gsn 
And  esch  to  other  celling  did  eompell 
To  stsy  dieir  eruell  handa  from  alaughter  Ml, 
Sith  they  that  were  the  cause  of  all  were  gone : 
Thereto  they  sll  sttonce  sgreed  wril ; 
And,  lighting  csndlea  new,  gan  aesrch  snone. 
How  msny  M  their  friends  were  slaine,  how  maay 
fone. 

ZXf. 

Their  captaine  there  tbe^  cruelly  fiound  kikU 
And  in  his  srmes  the  di«ary  dying  mayd, 
Liko  a  sweet  sngell  twixt  two  dcwls  u|^ild ; 
Her  lorely  light  was  dimmed  and  decayd 
With  cloud  of  death  upon  her  eyea  displayd ; 
Yet  did  the  cloud  make  erea  that  dimmed  light 
Seeme  much  more  lovely  in  that  darkneaae  layd. 
And  twixt  the  twinckling  of  her  eje-lids  bright 
To  sparks  out  litis  beamea,  like  atairea  in  foggis 
night 

zxn. 


But,  when  they  moy'd  the  careaaea  aside. 
They  found  thst  life  did  yet  in  her  remains ; 
Then  all  their  belpea  they  busQy  i^lyde 
To  call  the  souls  backs  to  her  home  asaine : 
And  wrought  ao  well,  with  labour  and  long  peine. 
That  tltoy  to  life  recoyered  her  at  last : 
Who,  sighing  sore,  ss  if  her  hart  in  twains 
Had  riven  bene  and  all  her  hart-strings  brast. 
With  dnE»rie  drouping  eyne  lookt  up  uke  one  aghast 
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There  she  beheld,  that  eon  her  grieved  to  see. 
Her  father  end  her  friends  about  her  lying, 
Heraelfe  eole  left  a  second  spoyle  to  bee 
Of  those,  that  having  sayed  her  from  dying 
R«new'd  her  death  by  timely  death  denying. 
What  now  is  left  her  but  to  wayle  and  weepe. 
Wringing  her  hands,  and  ruefully  loud  crying .! 
Ne  cared  she  her  wound  in  tearee  to  steepe, 
Albe  with  all  their  might  those  brigants  her  did 
keepe. 

ZZIT. 

But  when  they  taw  her  now  relir'd  againe, 

They  left  her  so,  in  charge  of  one,  the  best 

Of  many  worst,  who  with  unldnd  diadaine 

And  cruell  rigour  her  did  much  molest ; 

Scarse  yeelding  her  doe  food  or  timely  rest, 

Md  searaely  suflfrinff  her  infeatred  wound. 

That  sore  her  pa;|rn*d,  by  any  to  be  drest. 

60  leare  we  her  in  wretched  thraldome  bound, 

And  tonie  we  back  to  Calidors,  when  we  him  found. 


Who  when  he  backe  returned  from  the  wood. 
And  saw  liis  shepheards  cottage  spoyled  q  night. 
And  his  loye  reft  away ;  he  wexea  wood 
And  halfe  enraged  at  Uiat  rueftiU  sight ; 
That  eren  bis  nart,  for  yerr  fell  despight. 
And  his  owoe  flesh  he  reaoie  was  to  teare : 
He  ebauft,  he  griey'd,  he  fretted,  and  he  sigh't, 
And  fared  like  a  furious  wyld  bnre. 
Whose  whelpes  are  atolne  away»she  being  other- 
where. 

xxrt. 

Ke  wight  he  found  to  whom  he  might  ccimylaine, 
Ne  wight  he  found  of  whom  he  might  inquire ; 
That  more  increast  die  anguish  of  his  naine : 
He  soaght  the  woods,  but  no  man  coula  see  there ; 
He  sought  the  plaines,  but  could  no  tydings  heare : 
The  woods  did  nought  but  ecchoea  yame  rebound ; 
The  playaes  idl  waste  and  emptie  did  appeare ; 
Where  wont  the  shepheards  oft  their  pypes  resound. 
And  feed  an  hundred  flocks,  there  now  not  one  he 
firand* 

zzyn. 

At  lasit,  u  there  he  romed  up  and  downe. 
He  chaunst  one  coming  towards  him  to  spy, 
That  aeem'd  to  be  some  sroie  simple  clowne. 
With  ragired  weedes,  and  lockes  upstaring  hye^ 
As  if  be  did  from  some  late  daunffer  fly. 
And  yet  bis  feare  did  follow  him  behynd  : 
Who  as  he  unto  him  aj^proached  nye. 
He  mote  perceive,  by  signes  which  he  did  fynd. 
That  Condon  it  was,  the  silly  shephesnls  hynd. 

zxytis. 

Tbo,  to  him  mnninr  &st,  he  did  not  stny 
To  greet  him  first,  but  askt  where  were  the  rest. 
Where  PastorellT— who  foU  of  fresh  dismay. 
And  rasbtng  forth  in  tearee,  was  so  opprest. 
Thai  he  no  won!  eo^d  speake,  but  emit  bis  brest. 
And  up  to  heayen  his  eyes  iast-streming  thrsw  : 
Wbcfeat  the  knight  amas*d,  yet  did  not  rest. 
But  a*kt  agdoe,  What  ment  that  ruftill  hew  ; 
'  "re  was  his  Pastorellt      Where  all  the  other 
trewt 


zxxx. 

"  Ah  1  well  away,"  sayd  he,  then  sighing  sore, 
"  That  eyer  I  did  liye  this  day  to  see. 
This  dismall  day,  and  was  not  dead  before. 
Before  I  saw  fidre  Pastorella  dye  !  ** 

Die !  out  alas  I"  then  Calidore  did  cry, 
*'  How  could  the  desth  dare  eyer  her  to  quell ! 
But  read  thou,  Shepheard,  reed  what  destiny 
Or  other  dyreftill  hap  from  heayen  or  hell 
Hath  wrought  this  wicked  deed :  doe  feare  away, 
and  teU." 


« 


Tho,  when  the  shepheard  breathed  had  awhyle. 
He  thus  began  ;  "  Where  shall  I  then  commence 
Thia  wofuU  tale  1  or  how  thoee  brigants  yyle 
With  cruell  rsge  and  dreadfuU  yiolence 
Spojld  all  our  cots,  and  caried  ua  from  hence ; 
Or  how  feire  Pastcurell  ahould  haye  bene  sold 
To  marchants,  but  was  say'd  with  strong  defence ; 
Or  how  those  theeyes,  whilest  one  sought  her  to  hold 
fell  all  at  ods,  and  fought  through  iury  fierce  and 
bold. 


"  In  that  same  conflict  (woe  ia  me  t)  befell 
This  fetallehannce,  this  dolefull  accident. 
Whose  heayy  tydings  now  I  haye  to  tell. 
First  all  the  captiyea,  which  they  here  had  bent, 
Were  by  them  alaine  by  ffenerall  consent ; 
Old  Melibee  and  his  good  wife  withall 
These  eyes  saw  die,  and  dearely  did  lament ; 
Bat,  whan  the  lot  to  Pastorell  did  fell. 
Their  Captaine  long  witbatood,  and  did  her  death 
foratall. 

ZXXII» 

"  But  what  could  he  gainst  all  them  doe  alone  f 
It  conld  not  boot;  needs  mote  she  die  at  last ! 
I  onely  acapt  through  great  confrisione 
Of  ciyes  and  clamors,  which  amongst  them  peat. 
In  dreadfell  darknesse,  dreadfully  aghaat ; 
That  better  were  with  them  to  haye  bene  dead. 
Then  here  to  see  aU  desolate  and  wast, 
Despoyled  of  thoee  ioyee  and  iollyhead, 
Which  with  those  gentle  shepheards  here  I  wont  to 
lesd." 

zxxm. 

When  Cslidore  these  ruefull  newes  had  raoght, 
His  hart  ^uite  deeded  waa  with  an^ish  great. 
And  all  hia  wita  with  doole  were  nigh  distraught, 
That  he  is  feoe,  his  head,  his  brest  did  beat, 
And  death  itaelfe  unto  himselfe  did  threat ; 
Oft  cursinff  th'heayens,  that  so  cruell  were 
To  her,  whose  name  he  often  did  repeat ; 
And  wishing  oft,  that  he  were  present  there 
When  abe  was  slaine,  or  bad  bene  to  her  sucoouf 
nere. 

xxxiy. 

But  afUr  griefe  awhile  had  had  his  eoona. 
And  qient  itselfe  in  monmiag,  he  at  last 
Began  to  mitigate  hia  swelling  sourse, 
And  in  his  mind  with  better  reason  cast 
How  he  might  saye  her  life,  if  life  did  bat  j 
Or,  if  that  dead,  how  he  her  death  might  wnwka ; 
Sith  otherwiae  he  could  not  mend  thing  pest, 
Or,  if  it  to  reyenge  he  were  too  weake. 
Then  for  to  die  with  her,  and  his  Uvea  threed  to 
breake. 
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Tho  Condon  he  prajd,  sith  he  well  knew 
The  readie  way  unto  that  theensh  wonne. 
To  wend  with  him,  and  be  his  condact  trew 
Unto  the  place,  to  see  what  should  be  donne ; 
But  he,  wnoae  hart  through  feare  was  late  fordonne, 
Would  not  for  ought  be  drawne  to  former  drede  ; 
But  by  all  meanea  the  daunger  knowne  did  shonne : 
Yet  Calidore  so  well  him  wrought  with  meed. 
And  fidre  bespoke  with  words,  that  he  at  lost  agreed. 

ZXZfl. 

So  forth  they  goe  together  (God  before) 
Both  clad  ii  sbeph^urds  weeds  agreeably. 
And  both  with  shephearda  hookes ;  but  Calidore 
Had,  underneath,  him  armed  privily : 
Tho,  to  the  place  when  they  approached  nye, 
They  chaunst,  upon  an  hill  not  farre  away. 
Some  flockes  of  sheepe  and  ahepbearda  to  espy ; 
To  whom  they  both  agreed  to  take  their  way. 
In  hope  then  newet  to  lewne,  how  they  mote  best 
assay. 

ZXXTII. 

There  did  they  find,  that  which  they  did  not  feare, 
The  self-same  flocks  the  which  those  theeres  had  reft 
From  Melibee  and  from  themselves  whyleare  ; 
And  certaine  of  the  theeres  there  by  them  left, 
llie  which,  for  want  of  beards,  themselves  thai  kept : 
Right  well  knew  Coridon  his  owne  late  sheepe. 
And,  seemg  them,  for  tender  pittie  wept : 
But,  when  he  saw  the  theeves  which  did  them  keepe, 
His  hart  gan  ftyle,  albe  he  saw  them  all  aaleepe. 

zxxvni. 

But  Calidore  recomforting  his  griefe,  [wade  ; 

Though  not  his  feare ;  for  nought  may  feare  diss- 
Him  hardly  forward  drew,  whereas  the  thiefe 
Lay  Bleeping  soundly  in  the  bushes  shade. 
Whom  Coridon  him  counseld  to  invade 
Now  all  unwares,  and  take  the  apoyle  away  ; 
But  he,  that  in  his  mind  had  closely  made 
A  further  purpose,  would  not  so  them  slay, 
But  gently  waking  them  gave  them  the  time  of  day, 

zzzix; 

Tho,  sitting  downe  by  them  upon  the  greene, 
Of  Bundrie  things  he  purpose  gan  to  fame. 
That  he  by  them  might  certaine  tydings  weene 
Of  Pastorell,  were  she  alire  or  slaine  : 
Mongat  which  the  theevea  them  questioned  againe. 
What  mister  men,  and  eke  from  whence  they  were. 
To  whom  they  answer'd,  as  did  appertaine,        [lere 
That  they  were  poore  heardgroomes,  the  which  why* 
Had  from  their  maisten  fl^,  and  now  sought  fayre 
elsewhere. 

Whereof  light  glad  they  seem*d,  and  offer  made 
To  byre  them  well  if  they  their  flockes  would  keepe : 
For  tney  themselves  were  erill  groomes,  they  sayd, 
Unwont  with  beards  to  watch  or  pasture  sheepe. 
But  to  forray  the  land,  or  scoure  the  deepe. 
rhereto  they  soone  agreed,  and  earnest  tooke 
To  keepe  their  flockes  for  litle  hyre  and  chepe  -, 
For  they  for  better  hyre  did  ahortly  looke  : 
So  there  all  day  th«,  b^e,  till  light  the  sky  forsooke. 


zu. 

Tho,  whenas  towards  darksome  night  it  drew, 
Unto  their  hellish  dens  those  theeves  them  brought. 
Where  shortly  they  in  great  acquaintance  grew. 
And  all  the  secrets  of  their  entrayles  sought : 
There  did  they  find,  contr4ne  to  their  thought, 
That  Pastorell  yet  Uved  ;  but  all  the  rest 
Were  dead,  right  so  as  Condon  had  taught; 
Whereof  they  both  full  glad  and  blvth  did  rest. 
But  chiefly  Calidore,  whom  griefe  had  most  possest 

atut 

At  lengiJi,  when  they  occasion  fittest  found. 

In  dead  of  night,  when  all  the  theeves  did  rest 

After  a  late  forray,  and  slept  full  sound. 

Sir  Calidore  him  arm'd,  as  he  thought  best; 

Having  of  late  by  diligent  inquest 

Provided  him  a  sword  of  meanest  sort ; 

With  which  he  streight  went  to  the  captsines  nest : 

But  Coridon  durst  not  with  him  consort, 

Ne  durst  abide  behind  for  dread  of  worse  effort 

ZLnti 

When  to  the  cave  they  came,  they  found  it  finst 
But  Calidore  with  huge  resistlesse  might 
The  dores  assayled,  and  the  locks  up  brast : 
With  noyse  whereof  the  theefe  awaking  tight 
Unto  the  entrance  ran  ;  where  the  bold  Knight 
Encountering  him  with  small  reaistence  slew ; 
The  whiles  mire  Pastorell  through  great  afiright 
Was  almost  dead,  misdoubting  least  of  new 
Some  uprore  were  like  that  wluch  lately  ahe  did  vevi 

But  whenaa  Calidore  was  comen  in. 

And  gan  aloud  for  Pastorell  to  call. 

Knowing  his  voice,  although  not  heard  long  an^ 

She  sodden  was  revived  therewithall. 

And  wondrous  ioy  felt  in  her  spirits  thrall : 

Like  him  that  being  long  in  tempest  tost. 

Looking  each  houra  into  Deathes  mouth  to  fall. 

At  length  espyes  at  hand  the  happie  cost. 

On  which  he  safety  hopes  that  earst  feared  to  be  loc 

Her  gentle  hart,  that  now  long  season  past 

Had  never  ioyance  felt  nor  chearefuU  thought, 

B^an  some  smacke  of  comfort  new  to  tasty 

Like  lyfefiil  heat  to  nummed  senses  brought. 

And  life  to  feele  that  long  for  death  had  sought  • 

Ne  lease  in  hart  reioyced  Calidore, 

When  he  her  found ;  but,  like  to  one  distraught 

And  robd  of  reason,  towards  her  him  bore ; 

A  thousand  times  embiast,  and  kiat  t  thooaand  more. 

SI.TX. 

But  now  by  this,  with  noyse  of  late  npron^ 
The  hue  and  ory  was  raysed  all  aboat ; 
And  all  the  brigants  flocking  in  great  atora 
Unto  the  cave  gan  preasse,  nought  having  doa 
Of  that  was  doen,  and  entered  in  a  rout. 
But  Calidora  in  th*  entry  doae  did  Btefid 
And,  entertayning  them  with  cooiige  stout. 
Still  slew  the  fornu»t  that  came  first  to  haad  ; 
So  long,  tfll  all  the  entry  was  with  bodiea  oaaod. 
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Tho,  wImo  no  more  ooald  nigh  to  him  approch. 
He  breath'd  his  sword,  and  rested  him  till  day ; 
Which  when  he  spyde  upon  the  earth  t*  encroch. 
Through  the  dead  carcases  he  made  his  way, 
Mongst  which  he  foand  a  sword  of  better  say. 
With  which  he  forth  went  into  th'  open  light, 
Where  all  the  rest  for  him  did  readie  stay, 
And,  fierce  aasayling  him,  with  aU  their  might 
Oaa  all  upon  him  lay :  there  gan  a  dreadfull  fig^t. 


zLvni. 


How  many  flyea  in  whottest  summers  day 
Do  seiae  upon  some  beast,  whose  flesh  is  bare. 
That  all  the  place  with  swarmes  do  orerlay. 
And  with  their  litle  stings  right  felly  fare  ; 
So  manj  theerea  aboat  him  swarming  are. 
All  which  do  him  asssyle  on  every  side. 
And  sore  oppresse,  ne  sn^  him  doth  spare ; 
But  he  doth  with  bis  ragmg  brond  divide 
Their  thickest  troupe,  and  round  about  him  scattreth 
wide. 


zux. 


Like  as  a  lion  moogst  an  heard  of  dere, 
Disperseth  them  to  catch  bis  choysest  pray ; 
So  did  he  fly  amongst  them  here  and  there. 
And  all  that  nere  him  came  did  hew  and  slay, 
Till  he  had  strowd  with  bodies  all  the  way ; 
That  none  his  daunger  daring  to  abide 
Fled  from  his  wrath,  and  did  themselves  cocvay 
Into  their  caves,  their  heads  from  death  to  hide, 
Ne  any  left  that  victorie  to  him  envide. 


Then,  backe  returning  to  his  dearest  deare, 

He  her  gan  to  recomfort,  all  he  might, 

With  gladfull  speacbea  and  with  lovely  cheare  ; 

And  forth  her  bringing  to  the  ioyous  light, 

Whereof  she  long  ^  lackt  the  wishfuU  sight, 

Devis'd  all  goodly  meanes  from  her  to  drive 

The  sad  remembrance  of  her  wretched  plight : 

So  her  uneath  at  last  he  did  revive 

That  long  had  lyen  dead,  and  made  againe  alive. 


LI. 

This  doen,  into  those  theevish  dens  he  went. 
And  thence  did  all  the  spoyles  and  threasurea  take. 
Which  they  from  many  long  had  robd  and  rent : 
But  fortune  now  the  victors  meed  did  make ; 
Of  which  the  best  he  did  his  love  betake ; 
And  also  all  those  flockes,  which  they  before 
Had  reft  from  Melibee  and  from  his  make. 
He  did  them  all  to  Condon  restore : 
80  drove  them  all  away,  and  his  love  with  him  bore. 


CANTO  XII. 


Favre  Pastorella  by  great  hap 
lier  parents  understands. 

Calidore  doth  the  blatant  beast 
Subdew,  and  bynd'in  banda. 


LiKX  as  a  ship,  that  through  the  ocean  wyde 
DiiaeU  her  course  unto  one  certaine  cost. 
It  met  of  many  a  counter  winde  and  tyde. 
With  which  her  winged  speed  is  let  and  crost. 
And  she  heiseUiB  in  stormie  surges  tost ; 
Yet,  nakinff  many  a  horde  and  many  a  bay, 
8tin  winneu  way,  ne  hath  her  oompasse  lost ; 
R^ht  ao  it  fiurea  with  me  in  this  long  way, 
Wooae  ooone  is  often  atayd,  jet  never  is  astray. 


For  tn  tint  hetberto  hath  long  delayd 

This  gantla  knight  from  sewing  his  first  quest, 

Thoo^  oat  of  course,  yet  hath  not  bene  mis-sayd. 

To  ahew  the  eourteaie  by  him  profest 

Evan  onto  the  lowest  and  the  least. 

But  now  I  come  into  my  course  againe, 

To  hie  stchievement  of  the  blatant  beast ; 

Who  aU  this  while  at  will  did  range  and  raine, 

WUat  none  waa  him  to  atop,  nor  none  him  to  ra- 


in. 


Sir  Calidore,  when  thus  he  now  had  raught 
Faire  Pastorella  from  those  brigants  powre. 
Unto  the  Castle  of  Belgard  her  brought, 
Whereof  was  lord  the  good  Sir  Bellamoure  ; 
Who  whylome  was,  in  his  voutbes  freshest  flow  re, 
A  lustie  knight  aa  ever  wielded  speare. 
And  had  endured  many  a  dreadfull  stoure 
In  blondy  battell  for  a  ladie  deare. 
The  &jxest  ladie  then  of  all  that  tiving  were . 

IV. 

Her  name  waa  Claribell ;  whose  father  bight 
The  lord  of  many  Hands,  farre  renound 
For  his  great  riches  and  hie  greater  might : 
He,  through  the  wealth  wherein  he  did  abound. 
This  daughter  thought  in  wedlocke  to  have  bound 
Unto  the  Prince  of  Picteland,  bordering  nere  ; 
But  abe,  whose  sides  before  with  secret  wound 
Of  love  to  Bellamoure  empierced  were, 
Bj  all  meanes  shund  to  match  with  any  forreign 
fore-  s 
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And  Bellamoiir  againe  so  wdl  her  pleated 
With  daylj  aemce  and  attendance  dew, 
That  of  her  lore  he  was  entyrely  eeiaed. 
And  closely  did  her  wed,  bnt  knowne  to  few : 
Which  when  her  father  understood,  he  grew 
In  so  great  rage  that  them  in  dongeon  deepe 
Without  compassion  cruelly  he  threw ; 
Yet  did  so  streightiy  them'asunder  keepe. 
That  neither  could  to  oompeny  of  th'  other  creepe. 


▼I. 


Nathlesse  Sir  BeHsmour,  whether  through  grace 
Or  secret  guifts,  so  with  his  keepers  wrought. 
That  to  his  lore  sometimes  he  came  in  place ; 
Whereof  her  wombe  unwist  to  wight  was  fraught. 
And  in  dew  time  a  mayden  child  forth  brought : 
Which  she  streightway  (for  dread  least  if  her  syre 
Should  know  thereof  to  slav  he  would  have  sought) 
Delirered  to  her  hmndmaya,  that  for  hyre 
She  should  it  cause  be  fostred  under  strsunge  attyre. 


m. 


The  trustie  dsmseU  bearing  it  abrode 

Into  the  emptie  fields,  where  living  wight 

Mote  not  bewray  the  secret  of  her  lode. 

She  forth  gan  lay  unto  the  open  light 

The  litle  babe,  to  take  thereof  a  sight : 

Whom  why  lest  she  did  with  watrie  eyne  behold. 

Upon  the  iitle  brest,  like  cbristall  bright. 

She  mote  perceive  a  little  purple  mold. 

That  like  a  rose  her  silken  leaves  did  (aire  unfold. 


vin. 

Well  she  it  markt,  and  pittied  the  more. 
Yet  could  not  remedie  her  wretched  case ; 
Bnt,  closing  it  againe  like  as  before, 
Bedeaw*d  with  teares  there  lefl  it  in  the  place ; 
Yet  left  not  quite,  but  drew  a  little  space 
Behind  the  bushes,  where  she  her  did  hyde, 
lo  weet  what  mortall  hand,  or  heavens  grace, 
Would  for  the  wretched  infants  belpe  provvde ; 
For  which  it  loudly  cald,  and  pittifiiliy  cryde. 

iz. 

At  length  a  sbepheard,  which  thereby  did  keepe 
His  fleecie  flocke  upon  the  playnes  around. 
Led  with  the  infants  cry  that  loud  did  weepe. 
Came  to  the  place ;  where  when  be  wrapped  found 
Th'  abandond  spoyle,  he  softly  it  unbound ; 
And,  seeing  there  that  did  him  pittie  sore. 
He  tooke  it  up  and  in  his  mantle  wound ; 
So  home  unto  his  honest  wife  it  bore, 
Who  as  her  owne  it  nurst  and  named  evermore. 


X. 

Thus  long  continu'd  Claribell  a  thrall. 
And  Bellamour  in  bands ;  till  that  her  syre 
Departed  life,  and  left  untp  them  all: 
Then  all  the  stormes  of  fortunes  former  yre 
Were  tumd,  and  they  to  freedome  did  retyre. 
Thenceforth  they  ioy'd  in  happinesse  together. 
And  lived  long  in  peace  and  love  entyre. 
Without  disquiet  or  dislike  of  ether. 
Till  time  thst  Calidore  brought  Psstorella  thether. 


Both  whom  thcv  goodly  well  did 

For  BeUamoor  niew  Calidore  right  well. 

And  loved  for  his  prowesae,  sith  they 

Long  since  had  fought  in  field :  als  Chiibell 

Ne  lesse  did  tender  the  foire  Pastorell, 

Seeing  her  weake  and  wan  through  daxuiee  long 

There  they  awhile  together  thus  did  dwell 

In  much  delight,  and  many  ioyes  among, 

UntUl  the  damaell  gan  to  wex  mora  sound  and  aoung 

zn. 

Tho  gan  Sir  Calidore  him  to  adviae 

Of  his  first  quest,  which  be  had  long  fotiore, 

Ashsm'd  to  thinks  how  he  that  enterprise. 

The  which  the  Faery  Queene  had  long  afora 

Bequeathed  to  him,  foralacked  had  so  sore ; 

That  much  he  feared  least  reproachluU  Mans 

With  foole  dishonour  him  mote  blot  therefora; 

Besides  the  losse  of  so  much  loos  and  fame. 

As  through  the  world  thereby  should  giociie  his 


nama 


zni. 


Therofore,  leaolving  to  rstnme  in  hast 

Unto  so  great  atchievement,  he  bethought 

To  leave  his  love,  now  perill  being  past. 

With  Claribell ;  whylest  he  that  monster  sought 

Throughout  the  world,  and  to  destruction  browgfat. 

So  taking  leave  of  his  fiiire  Pastorell, 

Whom  to  reoomfort  all  the  meanes  he  wroughtp 

W'ith  thanks  to  Bellamour  and  Clanbell, 

He  went  forth  on  his  quest,  and  did  that  him  befelL 


XIV. 

But  first,  ere  I  doe  his  sdventnres  tell 
In  this  exploite,  me  needeth  to  deelsre 
What  did  betide  to  the  faire  Pastorell, 
During  his  absence  left  in  heary  care. 
Through  daily  mourning  and  nightly  misfare : 
Yet  did  that  auncient  matrone  all  she  might. 
To  cherish  her  with  all  things  choice  snd  rare ; 
And  her  owne  handmayd,  that  Melissa  bight. 
Appointed  to  attend  her  dewly  day  and  nighu 

XV. 

Who  in  a  morning,  when  this  msadcn  fotrs 

Was  dighting  her,  having  her  snowy  brest 

As  yet  not  laced,  nor  her  goldeQ  haire 

Into  their  comely  tresses  mwly  drest, 

Chaunst  to  espy  upon  her  yvory  chest 

The  rosie  msrke,  which  she  rememlirsd  well 

That  litle  infant  bad,  which  forth  ahe  kest. 

The  dsugbtcr  of  her  Lady  Clwibell, 

The  which  hhe  bore  the  wmles  in  prison  she  diddwuB. 


XVI. 

Which  well  avising,  streight  she  gan  to 
In  her  cooceiptfuTl  mynd  that  this  fidrs  msyd 
Wss  thst  same  infiint,  which  so  long  siih  past 
She  in  the  open  fields  had  loosdy  Inyd 
To  fortunes  spoile,  unable  it  to  ajd  t 
So,  full  of  ioy,  streight  forth  she  ran  in  hsft 
Unto  hf'r  mi^^tresse,  being  hnlfe  dismayd, 
To  tell  her,  how  the  heaver.s  had  her  gnste. 
To  save  her  chylde,  which  in  ssisfoHunes  mouth  was 
plaste. 
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The  gober  modwr  seeing  such  ber  mood, 

Yet  knowing  nol  vrbat  meant  that  sodaine  tbro 

Aakt  ber,  bow  mote  ber  words  be  understood, 

And  what  tbe  matter  was  that  mor'd  ber  so. 

"  My  liefe,"  aavd  she,  "  ye  know  that  long  ygo. 

Whitest  ye  in  aurance  dwelt,  ye  to  me  gave 

A  little  mayde,  tbe  which  ye  chylded  tbo ; 

Tlie  same  againe  if  now  ye  list  to  haye, 

Tbe  same  is  yonder  lady,  whom  High  God  did  save/ 


xvur. 


Much  was  tbe  lady  troubled  at  that  speacb, 
And  gan  to  Question  streight  bow  she  it  knew. 
'*  Most  certsme  markes,"  sayd  she,  "do  me  it  teach; 
For  on  her  breast  1  with  these  eyes  did  yew 
Tbe  little  purplii  rose  which  thereon  grew. 
Whereof  ber  name  ye  then  to  ber  did  give. 
Besides,  her  coontenaunce  and  ber  likely  hew. 
Matched  with  equall  years,  do  surely  prieve 
TlMt  yond  same  is  your  daughter  sure,  which  yet 
doth  Uve.'* 


Tbe  matrone  stayd  no  lenger  to  enquire, 
But  fordi  in  bast  ran  to  the  straunger  mavd ; 
Whom  catching  greedily,  for  great  desire 
Rent  up  her  brest,  and  bosome  open  layd. 
Id  which  that  rose  she  plainely  saw  displayd : 
Then,  ber  embracing  twixt  ber  armes  twaine. 
She  loD^  so  held,  and  softly  weeping  sayd ; 
"  And  hveat  thou,  my  daughter,  now  againe  ? 
And  art  thou  yet  alive,  whom  dead  I  long  did  fiiine  V 


Tbo  fiuther  askiag  ber  of  sundry  things. 

And  times  companng  with  their  accidents, 

She  found  at  last,  by  very  certaine  signes 

And  speaking  markes  of  passed  monuments. 

That  this  young  mayd,  whom  chance  to  her  presents, 

Ts  ber  owne  daughter,  her  owne  infant  deare. 

Tbo,  wondring  long  at  those  so  straunge  events, 

A  thousand  times  she  ber  embraced  nere. 

With  many  a  ioyfull  kisse  and  many  a  melting  teare. 

zzi. 

Whoever  is  the  mother  of  one  chylde, 

Which  baying  thought  long  dead  she  fyndes  alire. 

Let  her  by  proofe  ot  that  which  she  hath  fylde 

In  her  owne  breast,  this  mothers  icy  descnve : 

For  other  none  sucli  passion  can  contrive 

In  perfect  forme,  as  this  good  lady  felt. 

When  she  so  faire  a  daughter  saw  survive, 

Aa  Pasiorella  was ;  that  nigh  she  swelt 

For  passing  ioy,  which  did  all  into  pitty  melt. 

xxn. 

Thence  running  forth  onto  her  loved  lord, 
8be  unto  him  recounted  all  that  fell : 
Who,  iovning  ioy  with  ber  in  one  accord, 
Aeksowledg'd,  for  his  owne,  faire  Pastorell. 
There  leave  we  them  in  ioy,  and  let  us  tell 
Of  Calidore ;  who,  seeking  all  this  while 
That  munstrous  beast  b^  nnall  force  to  quell, 
'Throti^h  every  place  with  restlesse  peine  and  toile 
fisUoiT'd  by  tbe  tnct  of  bis  outragious  spoile. 


xxni. 

Through  all  estates  be  found  that  he  had  past. 
In  which  he  many  massacres  had  left. 
And  to  the  clergy  now  was  come  at  last ; 
In  which  such  spoile,  such  havocke,  and  such  theft 
He  wrought,  that  thence  all  goodnesse  he  bereft 
That  endlesse  were  to  tell.    The  elfin  knight. 
Who  now  no  place  besides  unsought  had  left, 
At  length  into  a  monastere  did  ligot, 
Where  he  him  found  despoyling  all  with  mains  and 
might. 

xxnr. 

Into  their  doysters  now  he  broken  bad, 
Through  which  the  monckes  he  chaced  here  and  there^ 
And  them  pursu'd  into  their  dortours  sad. 
And  searched  aU  their  eels  and  secrets  neaare ; 
In  which  what  filth  and  ordure  did  appeare. 
Were  yrkesome  to  report ;  yet  that  foule  beast. 
Nought  sparing  them,  the  more  did  tosse  and  tearet 
And  ransacks  all  their  dennes  from  most  to  least, 
Regarding  nought  religion  nor  their  holy  beast. 

Tjv 

From  thence  into  the  sacred  church  he  broke. 

And  robd  the  chancell,  and  the  deskes  downe  threw, 

And  altars  fouled,  and  blasphdmy  spoke. 

And  the  images,  for  all  their  goodly  hew, 

Did  cast  to  ground,  whilest  none  was  them  to  rew; 

So  all  confounded  and  disordered  there : 

But,  seeing  Calidore,  away  he  flew. 

Knowing  his  fatall  hand  by  former  feare ; 

But  he  him  fast  pursuing  soone  approached  neare. 

XXVI. 

Him  in  a  narrow  place  he  overtooke. 
And  fierce  assailing  forst  him  tume  againe  : 
Sternely  he  tumd  againe,  when  he  him  strooka 
With  his  sharpe  Steele,  and  ran  at  him  amaine 
With  open  mouth,  that  seemed  to  containe 
A  full  good  pecke  within  the  utmost  brim. 
All  set  with  yron  teeth  in  raunges  twaine. 
That  terrifide  his  foes,  and  armed  him. 
Appearing  like  the  mouth  of  Orcua  griesly  grimt 

XX  VII. 

And  therein  were  a  thousand  tongs  empight 
Of  sundry  kindes  and  sundry  quflulity ; 
Some  were  of  dog^,  that  barkea  day  and  night ; 
And  some  of  cats,  that  wrawling  still  did  cry ; 
And  some  of  beares,  that  myna  continually ; 
And  some  of  tyg^res,  that  aid  seeme  to  gren 
And  snar  at  all  that  ever  passed  by : 
But  most  of  them  were  tongues  of  mortall  men* 
Which  spake  reproacfuUy,  not  caring  where  nor 
when. 

xzvin. 

And  them  amongat  were  mingled  here  and  there 
The  tongues  of  serpents,  with  three-forked  stings. 
That  spat  out  poyson,  and  gore-bloudy  gere. 
At  all  that  came  within  his  ravenings ; 
And  spake  licentious  words  and  hatefuU  things 
Of  good  and  bad  alike,  of  low  and  hie, 
Ne  kesars  apared  ho  a  whit  nor  kinp  ; 
But  either  blotted  them  with  infamie. 
Or  bit  them  with  bis  baneful!  teeth  of  ininry. 

b9 
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ZZIX* 

Bot  Calidoi«,  tlioreol  no  whit  afnyd, 
Rooeountred  him  with  so  impetuous  mieht, 
That  th*  uutnge  of  his  Tioleace  he  ttajd, 
And  het  tbacke  threatning  in  yaioe  to  hita. 
And  spitting  forth  the  poyson  of  his  spight 
Thtt  fomed  sll  shout  his  bloody  iawes : 
Tbo,  TMring  up  his  fonner  feets  on  hight. 
He  rsmpt  upon  him  with  his  nveoous  pawes. 
As  if  he  would  hsTO  rent  him  with  his  cruell  ehwes : 


But  he  right  weU  swsre,  his  rtge  to  ward. 
Did  east  his  shield  atweene ;  and,  therewithal! 
Putting  his  puissaunoe  forth,  pursu'd  so  hard, 
That  backevnird  he  enforced  him  to  fall ; 
And,  being  downe,  ere  he  new  helpe  oould  call. 
His  shiela  he  on  him  threw,  and  fast  downe  held  ; 
like  as  a  buUocke,  that  in  Uoudy  stsll 
Of  butchers  balefull  hand  to  ground  is  feld. 
Is  forcibly  kept  downe,  till  he  be  throughly  queld. 


Full  cruelly  the  beast  did  rage  and  rore 
To  he  downe  held,  and  maystred  so  with  might. 
That  he  gan  fret  and  fome  out  bloudy  gore, 
Strivine  m  yaine  to  rere  himself  upnght : 
For  still,  the  more  he  strore,  the  more  the  knight 
Did  him  suppresse,  and  forcibly  subdew ; 
That  made  mm  almost  mad  for  fell  despight : 
He  grind,  he  bit,  he  scracht,  he  venim  threw. 
And  ftred  like  a  feend  right  horrible  in  bew  : 


xxxa. 

Or  like  the  hell*bome  hydra,  which  they  faine 
That  great  Alcides  whUome  orerthrew. 
After  that  he  had  labourd  long  in  yaine 
To  crop  his  thousand  heads,  the  which  still  new 
Forth  budded,  and  in  greater  number  grew. 
Such  was  the  fury  of  diis  hellish  beast. 
Whitest  Calidore  him  under  him  downe  threw ; 
Who  nathemore  his  heary  load  releast, 
But  nye,  the  more  he  rag'd,  the  more  his  powre 
iucreast 

zxxni. 

Tho,  when  the  heast  saw  he  mote  nought  availe 
By  force,  he  gan  his  hundred  tongues  apply. 
And  sharpely  at  him  to  revile  and  rafle 
With  bitter  termes  of  shamefull  infamy ; 
Oft  interlacing  many  a  forged  lie. 
Whose  like  he  nerer  once  did  speake,  nor  heare. 
Nor  ever  thought  thing  so  unworthily : 
Yet  did  he  nought,  for  all  that,  him  torbeare, 
But  strained  mm  so  streigbtly  thst  he  chokt  him 
neare. 

XZZXT. 

At  last,  whenas  he  found  his  force  to  shrincke 

And  rage  to  qnaile,  be  tooke  a  muscle  strong 

Of  surest  yron  made  with  many  a  lincke ; 

llierewith  he  mured  up  his  mouth  along. 

And  therein  shut  up  his  blssphemous  tong, 

For  never  more  defaming  gentle  knight. 

Or  unto  lovely  Isdy  doing  wrong : 

And  thereunto  a  great  lonr  chsine  he  tight,  [spight. 

With  which  be  drew  him  forth,  even  in  bis  own  de- 


like  as  whyldme  that  strong  Tirrnthian  swainc 
Brought  forth  with  him  the  dreadfull  dog  of  bell 
Against  his  will  fast  hound  in  yron  chsine. 
And  roring  horribly  did  him  compell 
To  see  the  hatefuU  sunne,  that  he  might  tell 
To  griesly  Pluto,  what  on  earth  was  donne. 
And  to  the  other  damned  ghosts  which  dwell 
For  aye  in  darkeneaae  which  day-li^ht  doth  shonne : 
80  led  this  knight  his  captyve  with  like  oonquesi 


I 


wonne. 


Yet  greatly  did  the  beast  repine  at  those 
Straunge  bands,  whose  like  till  then  he  never  bore, 
Ne  ever  any  durst  till  then  impose ; 
And  chauHed  inly,  seeing  now  no  more 
Him  liberty  wss  left  aloud  to  rore : 
Yet  durat  ne  not  draw  backe,  nor  once  withstand 
The  proved  powre  of  noble  Calidore ; 
But  trsmblea  underneath  his  might  land. 
And  like  a  leazefull  dog  him  followed  through  the 
land. 

ZXZVII. 

Him  through  d]  Faery  land  be  follow  *d  so. 
As  if  he  learned  had  obedience  long. 
That  all  the  people,  whereso  he  did  so, 
Out  of  their  townee  did  round  about  onn  throng. 
To  aee  him  leade  that  beast  in  bondage  atrong ; 
And  seeing  it,  much  wondered  at  the  sight : 
And  all  such  persons,  as  he  earst  did  wrong, 
Reioyoed  much  to  see  his  eaptire  plight. 
And  much  admyr'd  the  beast,  but  more  admyT*d  the 
knight. 

ZZZVIlf. 

Thus  was  this  monster,  by  the  maystring  might 
Of  doughty  Calidore,  supprest  and  tamed. 
That  nerer  more  he  mote  endammadge  wifht 
With  his  vile  tongue,  which  many  had  deramed. 
And  many  causelfsse  caused  to  be  blamed : 
So  did  he  eeke  long  after  this  remaine, 
Untill  that,  (whether  wicked  fate  so  framed 
Or  &ult  of  men,)  he  broke  his  yron  chsine. 
And  got  into  the  world  at  liberty  againe. 

ZZZIZ. 

Thenceforth  mora  mischiefe   and  mora  scath  he 
To  mortall  men  than  he  had  done  before ;  [wrought 
Ne  ever  could,  by  any,  more  be  brought 
Into  like  bands,  ne  maystred  any  mora : 
Albe  that,  long  time  after  Calidore, 
The  good  Sir  relleas  liim  tooke  in  hand ; 
And  after  him  Sir  Lamoracke  of  yore ; 
And  all  his  brethren  borne  in  Bntaine  land ; 
Yet  none  of  them  could  ever  brin^  him  into  band. 


zt- 

So  now  he  raungeth  through  the  world  againe. 
And  rsgeth  sore  in  each  degree  and  state ; 
Ne  any  is  that  may  him  now  rastraine, 
He  growen  is  so  great  and  strong  of  late. 
Barking  and  biting  all  that  him  doe  bate, 
Albe  they  worthy  blame,  or  clean  of  crime  | 
Ne  spareth  he  most  learned  wits  to  rete, 
Ne  spareth  he  the  gentle  poets  rime ; 
But  rends,  without  regard  of  person  or  oftimeb 
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Ne  may  this  homely  ▼erse,  of  mtny  Hieanest, 
Hope  to  escape  his  venemoas  despite, 

I  More  than  my  former  writs,  all  were  they  cleaneat 

From  blamefuU  blot,  and  free  firom  all  that  wite 
With  which  some  wicked  tongues  did  it  backebite, 

I  And  bring  into  a  mighty  peres  displeasore, 

I  That  never  so  deserved  to  endite 

Therefore  do  yon,  my  rimes,  keep  better  measure. 

And  seeke  to  please ;  that  now  is  counted  wise  men  threasure. 
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TWO  CANTOS 


OF  MUTABILITIB: 

WHICH.  BOTH  FOR  FORME  AND  MATTER, 

4rPIABB  TO  It  PAmCSLL  9W  SOMB  POLMWIHO  BOOKB  Or 

THE    FAERIE   QUEENE, 


UNOSB  TUB 


LEGEND  OF  CONSTANCIE. 


CANTO  VI. 

Proad  Change  (not  pleud  in  mortall  thin^ 

Beneath  the  moone  to  raigne) 
Pretends,  as  well  of  gods  as  men. 

To  he  the  aoreraine. 


Whaf  man  that  sees  the  erer-whirling  wheele 
Of  Change,  the  which  all  mortall  things  doth  swaj. 
But  that  thereby  doth  find,  and  plainly  feele. 
How  Mutability  in  them  doth  play 
Her  CTuell  sports  to  many  mens  aecay  ? 
Which  that  to  all  may  better  yet  appeare, 
I  will  rehesrae,  that  whylome  I  heard  say, 
How  ahe  at  first  herself  benn  to  reare 
Gainst  all  the  goda,  and  tn'  empire  sought  from 
them  to  bewa. 


n. 


But  first,  here  falleth  fittest  to  unfold 

Her  antique  race  and  linage  ancient, 

As  I  have  found  it  registred  of  old 

In  Faery  land  mongst  records  permanent* 

She  was,  to  weet,  a  daughter  by  descent 

Of  those  old  Titans  that  did  whylome  striye 

With  Satnmes  sonne  for  heayena  regiment ; 

Whom  thourh  high  loye  of  kingdome  did  de])riye. 

Yet  many  of  their  atemme  long  after  did  sunriye  i 


ni. 

And  many  of  them  afterwards  obtained 
Great  power  of  love,  and  high  authori^  : 
Aa  Hecate,  in  whose  almighty  hsnd 
He  plac't  all  rule  and  principality. 
To  be  by  her  disposed  diversly 
To  gods  and  men,  as  ahe  them  list  divide ; 
And  drad  Bellona,  that  doth  sound  on  hie 
Warres  and  allarums  unto  nations  wide. 
That  makes  both  heaven  and  earth  to  tremble  at  her 
pride. 


IV. 


So  likewise  did  this  Titsnease  aspire 
Rule  and  dominion  to  heraelfe  to  gaine ; 
That  as  a  goddesse  men  miffht  her  admire, 
And  heavenly  honours  yield,  as  to  them  twaina 
And  first,  on  earth  she  sought  it  to  obtaine ; 
Where  ahe  such  proofs  and  sad  examples  shewed 
Of  her  great  power,  to  many  ones  great  peine. 
That  not  men  onely  (whom  she  aoone  aubdewed) 
But  eke  all  other  ereaturea  her  bad  dooinga  rawed. 


T. 


For  ahe  the  fiice  of  earthly  thinn  ao  changed. 

That  all  which  Nature  had  eatablisht  first. 

In  good  estate,  and  in  meet  order  ranged. 

She  did  pervert,  and  all  their  statutes  burst : 

And  aU  ^e  worlds  fairs  frame  (which  none  yet  durst 

Of  gods  or  men  to  alter  or  misguide) 

She  alter'd  quite ;  and  made  them  all  accurst 

That  God  had  blest,  and  did  at  first  provide 

In  that  still  happy  state  for  ever  to  abide. 


^  TI. 

'  Ne  shee  the  lawea  of  Nature  onely  brake, 
'  But  eke  of  iustice,  and  of  polieie ; 
'  And  wrong  of  right,  and  bad  of  good  did  make, 
!  And  death  for  life  exchanged  fo<mshlie : 
<  Since  which,  all  living  wights  have  learned  to  die, 
I  And  all  this  world  is  woxen  daUy  worse. 
'O  pittious  works  of  Motabilitie, 
By  which  we  all  are  subiect  to  that  curst 
And  death,  instead  of  Ufa,  have  sucM  from  our 
k^^    nurse  I 
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Tll, 

And  now,  wben  all  the  earth  she  thus  had  brooght 
To  her  behest  and  thralled  to  her  might. 
She  gan  to  caat  in  her  ambitiotxa  thought    \l 
r*  attempt  Uie  empire  of  the  hearena  hight,v, 
And  love  himaelfe  to  shoulder  from  his  right 
And  first,  she  past  the  region  of  the  ajrre 
And  of  the  fire,  whose  substance  thin  and  slight 
Made  no  resistance,  ne  could  her  contraire. 
Hut  ready  to  her  pleasure  did  prepaire. 

▼iri. 

Thence  to  the  cirde  of  the  moone  she  clambe, 
Wher«  Cynthia  raignes  in  oTerlasting  glonr* 
I'o  whose  bright  shining  palace  straight  she  came. 
All  fiurely  deckt  with  beurens  goodly  stoxy  ; 
Whose  silver  gates  ^by  which  there  sate  an  hory 
Old  ag«d  sire,  with  oower-glasse  in  hand, 
Might  Tyme,)  she  entered,  were  he  liefe  or  sory ; 
Ne  staide  till  she  the  highest  stage  had  scsnd. 
Where  Cynthia  did  sit,  that  never  still  did  stand. 

IS. 

Her  tittinff  on  an  ivory  throne  shee  found, 
Prawne  of  two  steeds,  th'  one  black,  the  other  white. 
Environed  with  tenne  thousand  starres  around, 
That  dnlv  her  attended  day  and  night , 
And  by  ner  side  there  ran  a  page,  that  hight 
Vesper,  whom  we  the  erening-starre  intend ; 
That  with  his  torche,  still  twinkling  like  twylight 
Her  lightened  all  the  way  where  she  would  wend 
And  ioy  to  weary  wandering  travellers  did  lend : 


That  when  the  hardy  Titanesse  beheld 
The  goodly  bttildiog  of  her  palace  bright. 
Made  of  the  heavens  substance,  and  up-held. 
With  thousand  cryvtall  pillors  of  huge  hight ; 
Shee  gan  to  bnme  in  her  ambitious  sprigbt 
And  t  envie  her  thst  in  such  glorie  raigned. 
Eftaoones  she  cast  by  force  and  tortious  might 
Her  to  displace,  and  to  herselfe  t'  have  gained 
The  kingdome  of  the  sight,  and  waters  by  her 


XI. 

Boldly  she  bid  the  goddesse  downe  descend. 
And  let  herselfe  into  that  ivory  throne ; 
For  she  herselfe  more  worthy  thereof  wend. 
And  better  able  h  to  guide  alone ; 
Whether  to  men  whose  fall  she  did  bemone, 
Or  onto  god«  whose  state  she  did  maligne, 
Or  to  th'  infemell  powers  her  need  give  lone 
Of  h^r  faire  light  and  bounty  most  benigne, 
Henelfe  of  aU  that  rule  shee  deemed  most  condigne. 

xn. 

But  abee  that  had  to  her  that  soreraigne  seat 
By  highest  love  assigu'd,  therein  to  beare 
Nights  burning  lamp,  regarded  not  her  threat, 
Ne  yielded  ought  for  invour  or  for  feare ; 
But,  with  Sterne  eonntenance  and  disdainfoU  cheara 
Bending  her  homed  browes,  did  put  her  back ; 
And,  boldly  blaming  her  for  coining  there. 
Bade  her  attoace  fiom  heavens  cost  to  pack. 
Or  at  ber  pcnE  bide  the  wrathfoll  thunders  wrack. 


I  xi;:. 

Yet  nathemore  the  giantesse  forbare ; 

But  boldly  preacing  on,  raught  forth  her  hand 

To  nlnck  her  downe  perforce  from  off  her  chaiie ; 

And,  there-with  lifdng  up  her  golden  wand. 

Threatened  to  strike  W  if  ahe  did  with-stand : 

Whereat  the  starres,  which  round  about  her  biased. 

And  eke  the  moooes  bright  wagoo  still  did  stand. 

Ail  beeing  with  so  bold  attempt  amazed, 

And  on  her  uncouth  habit  and  steme  looke  still  gssed. 

ZIT. 

Meanwhile  the  lower  world,  which  nothing  knew 
Of  all  that  chaunced  here,  was  darkened  quite  i 
And  eke  the  heavens,  and  all  the  heavenly  crew 
Of  happy  wights,  now  unpurvaide  of  light, 
Were  much  afraid  and  wond.*8 1  at  that  sight ; 
Fearing  lest  Chsos  broken  had  his  chaine, 
And  brought  againe  on  them  etemall  night ; 
But  chiefly  Mercury,  that  next  doth  raigne. 
Ran  forth  in  haste  unto  the  king  of  gods  to  plaine. 

XV. 

All  ran  together  with  a  great  out-ciy 

To  loves  raire  palace  fixt  in  heaven  s  hight ; 

And,  beating  at  his  gatea  full  earnestly, 

Gan  call  to  him  aloud  with  all  their  might, 

To  know  what  meant  that  suddaine  lack  of  light 

The  father  of  the  gods,  when  this  he  heard. 

Was  troubled  much  at  their  so  strange  affright. 

Doubting  least  Typhon  were  againe  uprear'd. 

Or  other  his  old  foes  that  once  him  sorely  fear'd. 


XVI. 

Eftsoonea  the  Sonne  of  Maie  forth  he  sent 

Downe  to  the  circle  of  the  moone,  to  knowe 

The  cause  of  this  so  strange  astonishment. 

And  why  shee  did  her  wonted  course  forslowe ; 

And,  if  that  any  were  on  earth  belowe 

That  did  with  oharmes  or  marick  her  molest. 

Him  to  attache,  and  down  to  Lell  to  throwe  ; 

But  if  from  heaven  it  were,  then  to  arrest 

The  author,  and  him  bring  before  his  presence  prest. 

xvix. 

The  wingd-foot  god  so  fast  his  plumes  did  beat, 
Thst  soon  he  came  whereas  the  'i  itanesse 
Was  striving  with  faire  Cjmtbia  for  her  seat ; 
At  whose  strange  sight  and  haughty  hardiuesse 
He  wondred  much,  and  feared  her  no  lease : 
Yet,  laying  feare  aside  to  doe  his  charge, 
At  last  he  bade  her,  with  bold  stedfastnesse, 
Ceasse  to  molest  the  moone  to  walke  at  lar^e. 
Or  come  before  high  loye  her  dooioga  to  discharge. 

XTxn. 

And  therewithsil  he  on  her  shoulder  la.d 
His  ansky-wreathed  mace,  whose  awfoll  power 
Doth  maike  both  gods  and  hellish  fiends  affitud . 
Whereat  the  Titanesse  did  stemely  lower. 
And  stoutly  answered ;  That  in  evill  bower 
He  from  his  love  such  message  to  her  brought. 
To  bid  her  leave  faire  Cynthias  silver  bower  j 
Sith  shee  his  love  snd  him  esteemed  nought. 
No  more  then  Cynthias  selfe;  but  all  their  king- 
doms sought 
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Th»  heftrens  benld  ttud  not  to  np^Jt 

But  put  away,  hit  doings  to  relata 

Unto  bis  lord ;  wlio  now,  in  th'  higkeat  iky, 

Was  placed  in  his  principall  estate. 

With  all  the  gods  about  nim  congregate : 

To  whom  when  Hermes  bad  his  message  told. 

It  did  them  all  exceedingly  smate,  [bold. 

Save  love ;  who  changing  nought  his  connt*nance 

Did  onto  them  at  length  these  speeches  wise  unfold. 


sx* 


(ff 


Harken  to  mee  awhile,  ve  bearenly  powers  : 
Ye  may  remember  since  th'  earths  cursed  seed 
Sought  to  assaile  the  heavens  etemall  towers. 
And  to  us  all  exceeding  feare  did  breed ; 
But,  bow  we  then  defeated  all  their  deed, 
Yee  all  doe  knowe,  and  them  destroied  quite ; 
Yet  not  so  quite,  but  that  there  did  succeed 
An  off'Spring  of  their  blond,  which  did  elite 
Upon  the  fruitfoll  earth,  which  doth  ns  yet  despite. 


n 


'*  Of  that  bad  seed  is  this  bold  woman  bred. 
That  now  with  bold  presumption  doth  aspire 
To  thrust  fiure  Phoebe  from  her  silver  bed, 
And  eke  ourselves  from  heavens  high  empire, 
If  that  her  might  were  match  to  her  desire : 
Wherefore  it  now  behoves  us  to  advise 
What  way  is  best  to  drive  her  to  retire ; 
Whether  by  open  force,  or  counsell  wise : 
Areed,  ye  sonnes  of  God,  as  best  ye  can  devise. 

XXII. 

So  having  said,  he  ceast ;  and  with  his  brow 
(His  black  eye-brow,  whose  doomefuU  dreaded  beck 
Is  wont  to  wield  the  world  unto  his  vow. 
And  even  the  highest  powers  of  heaven  to  check,) 
Made  signe  to  them  in  their  degrees  to  speake : 
Who  straight  gan  cast  their  counsell  grave  and  wise. 
Meane while  th'  earths  daughter,  though  she  nought 

(lid  reck 
Of  Hermes  message,  yet  gan  now  advise 
What  course  were  best  to  take  in  this  hot  bold  em- 
prise. 

xxni. 

Eftsoones  she  thus  resolv'd ;  that  whil'st  the  goda 

(After  rptume  of  Hermes  embassie) 

Were  troubled,  and  amongst  themselves  at  ods ; 

Before  they  could  new  counsells  re-allie, 

To  set  upon  them  in  that  extasie. 

And  take  what  fortune,  time,  and  place  would  lend : 

So  forth  she  rose,  and  through  the  purest  sky 

To  loves  high  palace  straight  cast  to  ascend, 

fo  prosecute  her  plot :  good  onset  boads  good  end, 

XXIV. 

Sliee  there  arriving  boldly  in  did  pass ; 

Where  all  the  gods  she  found  in  coimsell  close. 

All  (juite  unarm'd,  as  then  her  manner  was. 

At  sight  of  her  they  suddaine  all  arose 

In  great  amaze,  ne  wist  what  way  to  chose : 

But  love,  all  fearlesse,  forc't  them  to  aby ; 

And  in  his  soveraine  throne  gan  straight  dispose 

Himselfe,  more  full  of  grace  and  maiestie, 

That  moteencheare  his  triends,  and  foes  mote  temfie. 


[Camto  VL 


That  when  the  haoghty  Titanesse  oeheld, 

All  were  she  fimught  with  piide  and  impudence. 

Yet  with  the  sip^ht  thereof  was  almost  queM  i 

And,  inly  qnskmg,  seem'd  as  reft  of  sense 

And  vovd  of  speech  in  that  drad  audience; 

Until!  that  love  himselfe  herselle  bespake : 

"  Speake,  thou  fraile  wonidn,  spcndce  with  confidence ; 

Whence  art  thou,  and  what  doost  thoa  here  now 

make? 
What  idle  errand  hast  thou  earths  mansion  to  for« 

sakeT" 

XXVI. 

Shee,  halfe  oonftised  with  his  greet  commaond. 
Yet  gathering  spirit  of  her  natures  pride. 
Him  Doldly  answer'd  thus  to  his  demsnnd ; 
"  I  am  a  daughter,  by  the  mothera  side. 
Of  her  that  is  grand-mother  magnifide 
Of  all  the  gods,  great  Earth,  great  Chaos  child  : 
But  by  the  fathers,  be  it  not  en  vide, 
I  greater  am  in  blond,  whereon  I  build. 
Then  all  the  gods,  though  wrongftilly  from  heaven 
exil'd. 


xxvn. 


'*  For  Titan,  as  ve  all  acknowledge  must 
Was  Satumes  eider  brother  by  birth-right; 
Both  sonnes  of  Ursnos ;  but  by  uniust 
And  guilefuU  meanes,  through  Corybaotea  slight. 
The  younger  thrust  the  elder  from  nis  right : 
Since  which  thou,  love,  iniuriously  hast  held 
The  heavens  rule  ftt>m  Titans  sonnes  by  might ; 
And  them  to  hellish  dungeons  downs  hasTfeld : 
Witnesse,  ye  heavens,  Sie  truth  of  all  that  I  hare 
teldr 

XXVIB. 

Whil'st  she  thus  spake,  the  goda  that  gave  good  eare 
To  her  bold  words,  and  marked  well  her  grace, 
(Beeing  of  stature  tall  as  any  there 
Of  all  Uie  gods,  and  beautifull  of  face 
As  any  of  the  ^desses  in  jiHace,) 
Stood  all  astomed;  like  a  sort  of  steeree, 
Mongst  whom  some  beast  of  strange  and  fbrraine  race 
Unwares  is  ohaunc't,  frr  straying  from  his  peerew* : 
^  So  did  their  ghastly  gaze  bewxay  their  hidden  feare:&. 

XXIX. 

Till,  having  panz'd  awhile,  love  thus  bespake  -, 
**  Will  never  mortall  thoughts  cease  to  aspire 
In  this  bold  sort  to  heaven  claime  to  make, 
And  touch  celestisll  seates  with  earthly  mire  T 
I  would  have  thought  that  bold  Procrustes  hire. 
Or  Typhous  fall,  or  proud  Ixions  peine 
Or  great  Prometheus  tasteing  of  our  ire. 
Would  have  suffiz'd  the  rest  for  to  restimbe. 
And  warn'd  all  men,  by  their  example,  to  refraine  : 


u 


But  now  this  off-scum  of  that  cursed  fry 
Dare  to  renew  the  like  bold  enterprise, 
And  chalenge  th'  heritage  of  this  our  skie ; 
Whom  what  should  hinder,  but  that  we  likewise 
Should  handle  as  the  rest  of  her  allies, 
And  thunder-drive  to  hell  V*    With  that  he  shooke 
fiis  nectar-deawed  locks,  with  which  the  skyea 
And  aU  the  world  beneath  for  terror  quooke, 
And  eft  his  burning  levin-brond  in  hand  be  tuoln. 
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ZXXI. 


Bat  mhea  be  looked  on  her  lorely  &oe. 

In  which  fiure  beames  of  beeuty  did  appeare 

That  eoold  the  greatest  wrath  aoone  tome  to  mce, 

(Such  away  doth  beaaty  even  in  hearen  beare,) 

He  ataide  hia  band;  and, baring  chang'd  hia  ebeare. 

He  thos  againe  in  milder  wise  began ; 

**  Bat  ah  1  if  goda  should  atrire  with  fleah  yfere, 

Then  ahortly  ahould  the  progeny  of  man 

Be  rooted  oat,  if  love  ^oold  doe  atill  what  he  can ! 


zzxit. 

"  But  thee,  fiiire  Titans  child,  I  rather  weene. 
Through  aome  raine  erroor,  or  inducement  light. 
To  aee  that  mortall  eyea  hare  nerer  aeene ; 
Or  throogh  enaample  of  thy  aisters  might, 
Bellooa,  whose  great  fflory  thon  dooat  spight, 
Since  thoa  beat  aeene  her  dreadfull  power  belowe : 
Mongat  wretched  men,  diamaide  with  her  affright. 
To  bandie  crownea,  and  kingdoms  to  bestowe : 
And  sura  thy  worth  no  lease  then  hers  doth  seem  to 
ahowe, 

zzxm. 

"  But  wole  thon  thia,  thou  hardy  Titanesse, 
That  not  the  worth  of  any  liring  wight 
May  challenge  oaeht  in  hearena  interease ; 
Much  lease  Uie  title  of  old  Titana  right : 
For  we  by  cooqneat,  of  our  aoreraine  might. 
And  by  ecemall  doome  of  Fates  decree. 
Have  wonoe  the  empire  of  the  hearena  bright ; 
Which  to  ourselrea  we  hold,  and  to  whom  wee 
Shall  worthy  deeme  partakers  of  our  blisse  to  bee. 

xzzir. 

**  Then  ceaise  thy  idle  claime,  thou  foolish  gerle ; 

And  seeks  by  grace  and  goodnesse  to  obtaine 

That  phu»,  firom  which  by  folly  Titan  fell ; 

Tbeito  thoo  maiat  perhaps,  if  so  thou  faine. 

Hare   ore  thy  gncioua  lonl  and  soreraigne." 

So  bating  aaid,  ahe  thus  to  him  replyde ; 

**  Ceaase,  Ssturnea  sonne,  to  seeke  by  proffers  raine 

Of  idle  hopea  t' allure  mee  to  thy  aide. 

For  to  betray  my  right  before  I  hare  it  tride. 

xxxr» 

"  But  thee,  O  lore,  no  equal  iudge  I  deeme 

Of  my  desert,  or  of  my  dew  ftiU  right ; 

That  in  thine  owne  behalfe  maist  pvtiall  seeme: 

But  to  the  highest  him,  that  is  behight 

Father  of  goda  and  men  by  equall  might. 

To  weet,  the  god  of  Nature,  I  appeale." 

Thereat  lore  wezed  wroth,  and  in  his  spright 

Did  inly  grudge,  yet  did  it  well  conceale ; 

And  bade  Dan  Phaebaa  scribe  her  appellation  scale. 


xzzri. 


EAsoones  the  time  and  place  appointed  were. 
Where  all,  both  hearenly  powera  and  earthly  wights, 
Before  great  Natnrea  presence  ahould  appeare. 
For  triall  of  their  titles  and  beat  rights : 
Tbat  was,  to  weet,  upon  the  highest  bights 
Of  Arlo-biU  (who  kuowes  not  Arlo-bill  T) 
tbat  U  file  biRhest  head,  in  all  mens  sights, 
Of  my  old  fatlier  ftfoi  t,  whom  Shephearda  quiU 
Reoowmed  baib  with  bymnea  fit  for  a  rurall  akill. 


xxxm. 

And,  were  it  not  ill  fitting  for  thia  file         [knights. 
To  sine  of  hilles  and  wooda  mongat  warrea  and 
I  wottla  abate  the  atemeneaae  of  my  stile, 
Mongat  these  steme  stounds  to  mingle  soft  delights ; 
And  tell  how  Ario,  through  Dianaea  apights, 
(Beeing  of  old  the  beat  and  faireat  bill 
That  waa  in  all  thia  Holr-Islanda  highta,) 
Was  made  the  most  unpleasant  and  most  ill : 
Mesne  while,  O  Clio,  lend  Calliope  thy  quilL 

zzxmi. 

Whylome  when  Ireland  florished  in  fame 
Of  wealth  and  goodnease,  far  abore  the  rest 
Of  all  that  beare  the  Britiah  Islanda  name. 
The  goda  then  used,  for  pleasure  and  for  rest. 
Oft  to  resort  thereto,  when  seem'd  them  best : 
But  none  of  all  therein  more  pleasure  found 
Then  Cynthia,  that  ia  aoreraine  queene  profeat 
Of  wooas  and  forreata,  which  therein  abound. 
Sprinkled  with  wholatm  waters  more  then  most  on 
ground : 


But  mongst  them  all,  aa  fittest  for  her  game, 
(Either  for  chace  of  beaata  with  hound  or  bowe. 
Or  for  to  ahreude  in  ahade  from  Phoebua  flame, 
Or  bathe  in  fonntainea  that  doe  freahly  flowe 
Or  from  bif  h  hillea,  or  from  the  dalea  belowe,) 
She  choee  Uiia  Ario ;  where  shee  did  resort 
With  all  her  nymphea  enranged  on  a  rowe, 
With  whom  the  woody  rods  did  oft  consort ; 
For  with  the  nympbes  uie  sat^a  lore  to  play  and 
aport: 


Amongst  the  which  theie  was  a  nymph  that  bight 
Molanna :  daughter  of  old  Father  Mole, 
And  aiater  unto  Mnlla  fairs  and  bright : 
Unto  whose  bed  fSdse  Bregog  whrlome  stole 
That  ShepheaTd  Colin  dearsly  dia  condole. 
And  made  her  lucklesae  lores  well  knowne  to  be: 
But  this  Molsnna,  were  she  npt  so  shole. 
Were  no  lease  faire  and  beautifiill  then  ahee: 
Yet,  aa  she  is,  a  fairer  flood  may  no  man  aee. 

ZLX. 

For  firat  ahe  apringa  out  of  two  marble  rocks. 
On  which  a  grore  of  oakea  high-mounted  growes 
That  as  a  nrlond  seemes  to  deck  the  locks  [showes 
Of  some  nure  bride,  brought  forth  with  pompous 
Out  of  her  bowre,  that  many  flowers  atrowes ; 
So  through  the  flowry  dales  ahe  tumbling  downe 
Through  many  wooda  and  ahady  coreria  flowes 
That  on  each  side  ber  silrer  dumnell  crowne. 
Till  to  the  platne  ahe  come,  whose  ralleyea  shee 
drowne. 


In  her  sweet  streames  Diana  used  oft. 
After  her  aweatie  chace  and  toileaome  play. 
To  bathe  heraelfe ;  and,  after,  on  the  aoft 
And  downy  graase  her  dainty  limbes  to  lay 
{  In  corert  ahade,  where  none  behold  her  may. 
For  much  ahe  hated  sight  of  liring  eye : 
Foolish  god  Faunna,  though  full  many  a  day 
He  saw  her  clad,  yet  longed  fooliahly 
To  see  her  naked  mongst  her  nympbes  in  pririty. 
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No  way  he  foand  to  eompuse  his  desire. 

But  to  corrupt  Molanna,  this  her  maid, 

Her  to  discoyer  for  some  secret  hire : 

%o  her  with  flattering  words  he  first  assaid ; 

Aod,  after,  pleasinr  gifts  for  her  panratd, 

Qaeene-apples,  and  red  cherries  from  the  tree. 

With  which  he  her  allured  and  betraid 

To  tell  what  time  he  might  her  lady  see 

When  she  herselfe  did  hathe,  that  he  might  secret  bee. 

XLIT. 

Thereto  hee  promist,  if  she  wonld  him  pleasure 
With  this  snudl  boone,  to  quit  her  with  a  better ', 
To  weet,  that  whereas  shee  had  out  of  measure 
Long  lov-'d  the  Fanchin,  who  by  nought  did  set  her. 
That  he  would  undertake  for  this  to  get  her 
To  be  his  loye,  and  of  him  liked  well : 
Besides  all  which,  he  Tow'd  to  be  her  debter 
For  many  moe  ^ood  tumes  then  he  would  tell ; 
The  least  of  which  this  little  pleasure  should  excell. 

XLT. 

The  simple  maid  did  3aeld  to  him  anone ; 

And  eft  him  placed  where  he  close  might  view 

That  nerer  any  saw,  save  onely  one, 

Who,  for  his  hire  to  so  foole-hardy  dew. 

Was  of  his  hounds  deyour'd  in  hunters  hew. 

Tbo,  as  her  manner  was  on  sunny  day, 

Diana,  with  her  nymphes  about  her,  drew 

To  this  sweet  spring ;  where,  doffing  her  array, 

She  bath'd  her  loyely  limbes,  for  loye  a  likely  pray. 

xLn. 

There  Faunas  saw  that  pleased  much  his  eye. 
And  made  his  hart  to  tidde  in  his  brest. 
That,  for  great  ioy  of  somewhat  he  did  spy. 
He  could  him  not  containe  in  silent  rest ; 
But,  breaking  forth  in  laughter,  loud  profest 
His  foolish  tnought :  a  foolish  &une  indeed. 
That  oouldst  not  hold  thyselfe  so  hidden  blest, 
But  wouldest  needs  thine  owne  conceit  areed ! 
Babblers  unworthy  been  of  so  diyine  a  meed. 

XLYII. 

The  goddesse,  all  abashed  with  that  noise. 
In  haste  forth  started  from  the  guilty  brooke ; 
And,  running  straight  whereas  she  heard  his  yoice, 
Enclos'd  the  bush  about,  and  there  him  tooke 
Like  darred  larke,  not  daring  up  to  looke 
On  her  whose  sight  before  so  much  he  sought. 
Tbence  forth  they  drew  him  by  the  homes,  and  shooke 
Nigh  all  to  peeces,  that  they  left  him  nought ; 
And  then  into  the  open  light  they  forth  him  brought. 

XLVIII. 

Like  as  an  huswife,  tlut  with  busie  care 
I'hinks  of  her  dairie  to  make  wondrous  gaine, 
Finding  whereas  some  wicked  beast  unware 
That  breakes  into  her  dayr'  house,  there  doth  draine 
Her  creaming  pannes,  and  frustrate  all  her  paine  ; 
Hnth,  in  some  snare  or  gin  set  close  behind, 
Fiitrapned  him,  and  caught  into  her  traine, 
Hien  tninkes  ^  bat  punishment  were  best  assigned, 
Aud  tliouBund  deathes  deviseth  in  her   yengefnll 
mlndi 


So  did  Diana  and  her  maydens  all 
Use  silly  Faunus,  now  within  their  baile : 
They  mocke  and  scome  him,  and  him  foule  miscall ; 
Some  by  the  nose  him  plnckt,  some  by  the  taile, 
And  by  his  goatish  bem  some  did  him  haile : 
Yet  he  (poore  soule !)  with  patience  aH  did  beare ; 
For  nought  against  their  wils  might  eoonterrafle : 
Ne  ought  he  said,  whateyer  he  did  heare ; 
But,  hanging  downe  his  head,  did  like  a  mome 
appeare. 

I. 

At  length,  when  they  had  flouted  him  their  flU« 
They  gan  to  cast  what  penaunoe  him  to  giye.    [spill 
Some  would  haye  gelt  him ;  but  that  same  would 
The  wood-gods  breed,  which  must  lor  eyer  liye: 
Others  would  through  the  riyer  him  haye  driye 
And  ducked  deepe ;  but  that  aeem'd  penaunoe  light : 
But  most  agreecf,  and  did  this  sentence  giye, 
Him  in  deares  skin  to  clad ;  and  in  that  plight 
To  hunt  him  with  their  hounds,  himselfe  aaye  how 
hee  might. 

u. 

But  Cynthia's  selie,  more  angry  then  the  rsst, 
Thought  not  enough  to  punish  him  in  sport. 
And  of  her  shame  to  make  a  gamesome  test : 
But  gan  examine  him  in  strsighter  s^irt. 
Which  of  her  nymphes,  or  other  close  consort, 
Him  thither  brougnt,  and  her  to  him  betraid. 
He,  much  a£Feard,  to  her  confessed  short 
That  'twas  Molanna  which  her  so  bewraid* 
Then  all  attonce  their  hands  upon  Molanna  laid 


ui. 

But  him  (according  as  they  had  decreed) 
With  a  deeres-skin  they  coyered,  and  then  cbast 
With  all  their  hounds  that  after  him  did  speed ', 
But  he.  more  speedy,  from  them  fled  more  fast 
Then  any  deere ;  so  sore  him  dread  aghast. 
Tbey  after  followed  all  with  shrill  out-cry, 
Shouting  as  tbey  the  heayens  would  haye  brvst ; 
That  all  the  woods  and  dales,  where  he  did  flie. 
Did  ring  againe,  and  loud  reeccho  to  the  skie. 


UIT. 

So  they  him  followed  till  they  weary  were; 
When,  back  returning  to  Molatm'  againe, 
They,  by  commaund'ment  of  Diana.,  there      fptine. 
Her  whelm'd  with  stones:    Yet  Faunus,  tor  het 
Of  her  beloyed  Fanchin  did  obtaine. 
That  her  he  would  receiye  unto  his  bed. 
So  now  her  wayes  passe  through  a  pleasant  platne. 
Till  with  the  Fanchin  she  herselfe  doe  wed, 
And,  both  combin*d,  themselyes  in  one  faire  riyer 
spred. 

uy. 

Nath'lesse  Diana,  full  of  indignation. 
Thenceforth  abandond  her  delicious  brooke: 
In  whose  sweete  stroame,  before  that  bad  occasion. 
So  much  delight  to  bathe  her  limbes  she  tooke : 
Ne  onely  her,  but  also  quite  foraooke 
All  those  faire  forrests  about  Arlo  hid  ; 
And  all  that  mountaine,  which  doth  overlooke 
The  richest  cbampian  that  may  else  be  rid ; 
And  the  faire  Shure,  in  wliich  are  thonsand  fyT«n'*»*ff 
bred. 
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Thim  all*  uid  all  thaC  ibe  lo  deare  did  way, 
Thtaoefefth  she  left ;  and,  parting  from  the  place. 
Thereon  an  heavy  haplease  curse  did  lay  ; 
To  weet,  that  wclrea,  where  she  was  wont  to  space. 
Shott'd  harbonr'd  be  and  all  those  woods  ddaoe, 
And  thieres  should  rob  and  spoile  that  coast  around. 
Since  which,  those  woods,  and  all  that  goodly  ehaae 
Doth  to  this  day  with  woWes  and  thieTea  abound : 
Which  too^too  true  that  lands  in-dweUem  since haTt  Ibmid 


CANTO  VII, 

Pealing  from  lore  to  Naturca  bar, 

Bold  Alterstion  pleades 
Large  evidence :  but  Nature  soone 

Her  rigfateotts  doorae  sieads. 


Ah  !  whiCher  dost  thou  now,  thou  greater  muse. 

Me  from  these  woods  and  pleasing  forrests  bring  T 

And  my  fnile  spirit,  that  dooth  oft  refuse 

1  his  too  hi^h  flight  unfit  for  her  weake  wing, 

lift  up  alon,  to  tell  of  heavens  king 

<  Thy  soreraine  sire)  his  fortunate  sueoesse ', 

And  rictory  in  bigger  noates  to  sing, 

y\  hich  he  obtain*d  against  that  Titanesse, 

That  him  of  heavens  empire  sought  to  dispoasesse  t 

It. 

Yet,  flith  I  needs  must  follow  thy  behest. 
Doe  thou  my  weaker  wit  with  akill  inspire, 
Fit  for  this  tume ;  and  in  mv  sable  brest 
Kindle  fresh  sparks  of  that  mmiortall  fire 
Which  learned  minds  inflameth  with  desire 
Of  heavenly  things :  for  who,  but  thou  alone 
1  hat  art  ybome  of  heaven  end  heavenly  sire. 
Can  tell  thinga  doen  in  heaven  so  long  ygone, 
So  (aire  past  memory  of  man  that  may  be  knowne  t 

ttx. 

Now,  at  the  time  that  was  before  agreed, 
ITie  gods  assembled  all  on  Arlo  HiU ; 
As  well  those  that  are  sprung  of  heavenly  seed. 
As  those  that  all  the  other  world  doe  fill, 
And  rule  both  sea  and  land  unto  their  will : 
Onely  th*  infemall  powers  might  not  appeare ; 
As  well  for  horror  of  their  count*naunce  ill. 
Ail  for  th'  unruly  fiends  which  they  did  feare ; 
Yet  Pluto  and  Prus^ina  were  present  there. 

IT. 

And  thither  slso  ceme  all  other  creatures, 
WbRtever  life  or  motion  doe  retaine. 
According  to  their  sundry  kinds  of  features ; 
That  Arlo  scarsly  could  them  all  containe  -, 
So  full  they  filled  eveiy  hiU  and  plaine  : 
And  had  not  Naturea  Sergeant  (that  is  Order) 
Them  well  disposed  by  his  buisie  peine, 
And  rsunged  tsrre  abroad  in  every  border, 
They  would  have  caused  much  confuaion  and  dis- 
order 


V. 

Then  forth  ksew'd  (great  goddease)  grsit  Dama 
With  goodly  port  and  gradooa  maies^,      [Nature* 
Being  far  greater  and  more  tall  of  stature 
Then  any  of  the  gods  or  powers  on  hie ; 
Yet  certes  by  her  fiwe  and  physnomy. 
Whether  she  man  or  woman  mlv  were. 
That  could  not  any  creature  well  descry ; 
For,  with  a  veile  that  wimpled  every  where. 
Her  head  and  fiMse  was  hid  that  mote  to  none  ap- 
peare. 

VT. 

That,  some  doe  aay,  was  ao  by  akfll  devised, 

To  hide  the  terror  of  her  uncouth  hew 

From  mortall  eyes  that  ahould  be  aore  agriaed ; 

For  that  her  fisce  did  like  a  lion  shew. 

That  eye  of  wight  could  not  indure  to  view : 

But  otners  tell  that  it  so  beautious  was, 

And  round  about  such  beames  of  splendor  threw, 

That  it  the  sunne  a  thousand  times  did  pass, 

Ne  could  be  scene  but  like  an  image  in  a  glass. 


vw. 

That  well  may  seemeb  true ;  for  well  I  weene 
That  this  same  day,  when  she  on  Arlo  sat, 
Her  garment  waa  eo  bright  and  wondrous  aheene. 
That  my  fndle  wit  cannot  devize  to  what 
It  to  compare,  nor  finde  like  stuffe  to  that: 
As  those  three  sacred  saints,  though  else  most  wise. 
Yet  on  Mount  Thabor  quite  their  wita  for^ 
When  they  their  glorious  lord  in  strange  duguise 
Tnnsfigur'd  sawe ;  his  garments  so  <Ud  dan  their 
eyes. 

vin. 

In  a  fayre  plaine  upon  an  equall  hill 

She  placed  waa  in  a  pavilion ; 

Not  auch  as  crafteamen  by  their  idle  akill 

Are  wont  lor  printes  states  to  fashion ; 

But  th'  earth  herself,  of  her  owne  motion. 

Out  of  her  ffhtitfiU  bosome  made  to  growe 

Most  dainty  trees,  that,  shooting  up  anon. 

Did  seeme  to  bow  their  bloosmtng  beada  full  lews 

For  homage  Unto  her,  and  like  a  uirone  did  ahew 
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So  hard  it  it  lor  any  Uriog  wiglit 

All  her  anajr  and  yoatinmnts  to  till« 

That  old  Dui  Geffrey  (in  whoee  gentle  qiright. 

The  jNue  well-head  of  poeaie  did  dwell) 

In  hia  FmJmParUjf  dnrst  not  with  it  nieD, 

Bat  it  tranafeid  to  Alane,  who  he  thonght 

Had  in  hia  Plami  ^  Kimdm  deacnVd  it  well : 

Which  who  will  reed  aet  forth  ao  aa  it  oaght. 

Go  aeek  he  out  that  Alane  where  he  auy  he  aongfat. 


And  all  the  eardi  ht  nndeneadi  har  feela 
Waa  dight  with  flowera.  that  rolnntaiy  grew 
Out  of  ue  groond,  and  aent  forth  odowa  aweet; 
Tenne  thooaand  morea  of  anndiy  aent  and  hew. 
That  might  delight  the  ameU,  or  pleaae  the  riew. 
The  which  the  nymphea  from  all  the  brooka  thereby 
Had  gathered,  they  at  her  foot-atoole  threw ; 
That  richer  aeem'a  then  any  tapeatiy, 
That  princM  bowraa  adome  with  painted  imagenr. 


And  Mole  himaelfe,  to  honour  her  the  mora. 
Did  d9ck  himaelf  in  freaheat  faire  attire ; 
And  hia  high  head,  that  aeemeth  alwaiea  hora 
With  hardoed  froata  of  former  winteia  ire. 
He  with  an  oaken  giriond  now  did  tire, 
Aa  if  the  lore  of  aome  new  nymph  late  aeene 
Had  in  him  kindled  yoathfolf  freah  deaire. 
And  made  him  change  hia  ^y  attire  to  greene : 
Ah  I   gentle  Mole,  anch  loyanoe  hath  thee  well 
beaeene. 

zn. 

Waa  nerer  ao  great  iovanoe  aince  the  day 

That  all  the  goda  whyfome  aaaembled  were 

On  Haemoa  hill  in  their  diyine  array. 

To  celebrate  the  aolemne  bridall  cheare 

Twiit  Peleua  and  Dame  Thetia  pointed  there ; 

Where  Phceboa  aelf.  that  god  ofpoeta  bight. 

They  ray,  did  aing  the  apouaall  hymne  full  cleera, 

That  all  *he  |foda  were  laTiabt  with  delight 

Of  hia  oeleatiaU  aong  and  muaicka  won<m>na  might 


Thia  great  grandmother  of  all  ereatorea  bred* 
Great  Nature,  ever  yonng,  yet  fuU  of  eld ; 
.Still  mooring,  yet  unmored  from  her  ated ; 
'Unaeene  of  any,  yet  of  all  beheld ; 
iThna  aitting  in  her  throne,  aa  I  haye  teld, 
{Before  her  came  Dame  Matabilitie ; 
,^nd,  being  lowe  before  her  preaence  feld 
•  With  meek  obayaanoe  and  humilitie, 
Thof  gan  her  plaintif  plea  with  woida  to  amplifie : 

xnr. 

To  thee,  O  greateat  goddeaae,  onely  neat, 
An  humble  anppliant  loe  I  I  lowely  fly, 
Beekinff  for  right,  which  I  of  thee  entreat ; 
Who  right  to  all  doat  deale  indifferently. 
Damning  all  wrong  and  tortioua  iniurie, 
Wbioh  any  of  thy  creaturea  doe  to  other 
Opuraaaing  them  with  power  uneoually, 
Sitn  of  them  all  thou  art  the  equal!  mother, 
And  ktdtMi  aaoh  to  aaohi  at  brother  iint>  brother 


**  To  diee  thenfore  of  thit  aame  love  I  phdne^ 

And  of  lua  faUow  soda  that  frine  to  be. 

That  challenge  to  OemaclTea  the  whole  woridaraogn. 

Of  which  the  greefteet  nart  ia  doe  to  me. 

And  hearen  itaelfo  by  heritage  in  fee : 

For  heaven  and  earth  I  both  alike  do  doeme, 

Sith  hearen  and  earth  are  both  alike  to  thee ; 

And  goda  no  more  then  men  thou  doeat  eeteeme : 

For  even  die  goda  to  thee,  aa  man  to  goda,  do  i 


XTb 


M 


ecaigne  goddeeae,  byiHiat  right 
Betban 


Then  weigh,  O  aoTi 
Theee  goda  do  daime  the  worlda  whole'eoTerainty , 
And  that  ia  onely  dew  unto  my  might 
Arrogate  to  themaalrea  ambitioualy : 
Aa  for  the  goda  owne  princqielity. 
Which  lore  nturpea  uniuttly,  that  to  be 
My  heritage,  lore'a  aeUe  cannot  deny. 
From  my  great  grandaire  Titu  unto  mee 
Deriv'dby  dew  aeaoent;  aa  ia  weU  known  to  thee. 


*'  Yet  manger  lore,  and  all  hit  goda  beaide, 

I  doe  poaaeaee  the  woilda  most  regiment ; 

Aa  if  ye  pleaae  it  into  perta  diride. 

And  ereiy  perta  inholoera  to  oonrent, 

ShaU  to  your  cyee  appeare  incontinent. 

And  firat,  the  earth  (great  mother  of  ut  aU) 

That  only  aeema  unmor'd  and  permanent. 

And  unto  MutablUty  not  thrall. 

Yet  it  the  ohang'd  m  part,  and  eeke  in  geoeraU : 

xvni. 

'*  For  aU  that  from  her  apringt,  and  it  ybredde, 
Howerer  fayre  it  flourian  for  a  time, 
Yet  aee  we  aoone  decay ;  and,  being  deed, 
To  tume  affain  unto  their  earthly  dune 
Yet,  out  ^their  decay  and  monall  crime, 
'i  We  daily  aee  new  creaturea  to  arise, 
And  of  their  Winter  ipnng  another  Primes 
I  Unlike  in  forme,  and  ehang'd  by  atrange  diaguiae  - 
|So  tume  they  ttill  about,  and  change  in  reatleaae  wiae^ 


"  Aa  for  her  tenantt ;  that  it,  man  and  beattt ; 
The  beattt  we  daily  aee  maasicred  dy 
And  thraUa  and  raaaala  onto  mena  beheeata ; 
And  men  fhemtelvet  doe  chanse  continually. 
From  youth  to  eld,  from  wealtA  to  poTer^, 
From  good  to  bed,  fix)m  bad  to  worst  of  all : 
Ke  doe  their  bodiea  only  flit  and  fl^ ; 
&ut  eeke  their  minda  (which  th^  numortaU  call) 
6tiU  chttige  and  vary  thougfata,  aa  new  occaaions  ftU 


**  Ne  ia  the  water  in  more  oonatut  oaae ; 
Whether  thote  aame  on  hirii,  or  theae  bdowe : 
For  th'  ocean  moreth  atill  from  plaee  to  place ; 
And  erery  lirer  stiU  doth  ebbe  and  flowe ; 
Ne  any  lake,  that  aeema  most  stiU  and  alowe, 
Ne  podia  ao  small,  that  can  hit  tmoothneate  holde 


When  any  winde  doth  under  hearen  blowe ; 
With  which  €bib  clouda  are  also  tost  and  roll'd. 
Now  like  great  hilla;  and  ttxeigbt,  like  alueet,  them 
unfold. 
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*■  80  UkewiM  are  all  iratiy  liTmg  wights 

Sdll  tost  and  tamed  with  eoatiniiall  change, 

Nerer  a1»3rdmg  in  their  atedftat  plighta : 

The  fish,  Btill  flotiiig,  doe  at  zandom  range. 

And  ne?  er  rest,  but  erermoie  exchange 

Their  dwelling  places,  aa  the  streamea  them  carrie : 

Ne  have  die  watrf  fonles  a  oertaine  grange 

Wherein  to  raat,  ne  in  one  stead  do  tazry ; 

Bat  flitting  atill  doe  flie,  and  still  their  plaoes  raiy. 


u 


Next  is  the  ayre :  which  who  feeles  not  by  sense 
(For  of  all  senae  it  is  the  middle  meane^ 
To  flit  atill.  and  with  subtill  influence 
Of  his  thin  sjparit  all  oreatoiea  to  maintaine 
InstateofUfet  Oweakelife!  that doee leene 
On  thing  ao  tickle  as  th'  nnsteady  ayre, 
Which  every  howre  is  chang'd,  and  altred  deane 
With  ererr  blast  that  blowetti  fowle  or  fiure  : 
The  &Lre  doth  it  prolong;  the  fowle  doth  it  impeiie. 


"  Therain  the  changee  infinite  beholde, 
Whieh  to  her  ereetures  erenr  minute  chaunce ; 
Now  Inkling  hot ;  atraigbt  niesing  deadly  cold ; 
Now  fiure  svn-ehine,  that  makes  all  skip  and  dannce; 
Streight  bitter  atonna,  and  balefuU  countenance 
That  makea  them  all  to  shiver  and  to  shake : 
Rsyoe,  heyle,  and  anowe  do  pav  them  sad  pen&nce. 
And  dreedfull  thnnder-clapa  (tnat  make  them  quake) 
Widk  flames  snd  flashing  lights  that  thousand  changes 


XXIT. 

*  Lest  is  the  fire;  whieh,  though  it  lire  for  erer, 
Ne  can  be  quenched  quite ;  yet,  every  day, 
We  see  his  pertt,  so  soone  as  they  do  sever. 
To  loee  their  heat  and  ahortly  to  decay ; 
So  makea  himself  his  owne  consuming  pray; 
Ne  any  living  creatures  doth  he  breed ; 
But  all»  that  are  of  others  bredd,  doth  slay ; 
And  with  their  death  his  cruell  life  dooth  feed  ; 
Nought  leaving  but  their  barren  aahes  without  seede. 

XXV. 

'*  Thus  aU  these  fewer  (the  which  the  groundwork 
Of  sU  the  world  and  of  all  living  wights)  [bee 

To  thoonad  sorts  of  ohsnge  we  subiect  see : 
Yet  are  they  diang'd  by  other  wondrous  slights 
Into  themselves,  snd  lose  their  nstive  mights ; 
The  flrs  to  aire,  and  th'  ayre  to  water  sheere. 
And  water  into  earth ;  yet  water  fighta 
Wtdi  fire,  and  aire  with  earth,  i^proeching  neere ; 
YeC  aU  are  in  one  body,  and  as  one  appeare. 

ZXVI* 

«  8e  in  them  all  raignea  Mutabilitie; 

However  these,  that  cods  themselves  do  call. 

Of  tham  doe  clanie  ue  rule  and  soverainty ; 

Aa  Yeats,  of  the  firs  sethereall ; 

Yttlcaa,  of  this  with  us  so  usuaU ; 

Opa,  of  die  eattb;  and  luno,  of  the  ayre; 

Neptaae,  of  aeas ;  and  nymji^ea,  of  nvers  all : 

For  aU  thoae  rivers  to  me  subiect  are; 

And  d!  the  raat  whieh  they  usurp,  be  all  my  share. 


XX  VU. 

*'  Which  to  approven  true,  as  I  have  told. 
Vouchsafe,  O  goddease,  to  thy  presence  call 
The  reat  which  doe  the  world  in  being  hold ; 
As  timee  snd  seasons  of  the  yeere  that  fell : 
Of  all  the  which  demand  in  genersll. 
Or  iudge  thyselfe,  by  verdit  of  thine  eye. 
Whether  to  me  they  are  not  aubieet  all/' 
Nature  did  yeeld  tbereto;  and  by-and-by 
Bade  Order  call  them  all  before  her  maiesty. 

xxvm. 

80  forth  tssew'd  the  seasons  of  the  yeare : 
First,  lusty  Spring  sU  dight  in  leaves  of  flowres 
That  freshly  budded  snd  new  bloosmes  did  beare. 
In  which  a  thousand  birds  had  built  their  bowrea 
That  aweedv  sung  to  call  forth  paramours ; 
And  in  his  tasnd  a  iavelin  he  did  beere, 
And  on  his  head  (as  fit  for  warlike  stoures) 
A  guilt  engraven  morion  he  did  weare ; 
That  as  some  did  him  love,  so  others  did  him  feare. 

XXIX. 

Then  came  the  ioUy  Sommer,  being  dight 
In  a  thin  silken  cassock  coloured  greeue, 
Thst  was  unlyned  sll,  to  be  more  light : 
And  on  his  bead  a  girlond  well  beseene 
He  wore,  from  which  as  he  bed  chanffed  been 
Hie  aweat  did  drop ;  and  in  his  hand  he  bore 
A  bowe  and  shaftea,  as  he  in  forrest  greene 
Had  hunted  late  the  tibbard  or  the  bore. 
And  now  would  bathe  hia  limbea  with  labor  heated 
sore. 

XXX. 

Then  came  the  Autumne  all  in  yellow  dad 
As  though  he  ioyed  in  his  plentious  store, 
Laden  with  firuits  that  made  him  laugh,  full  glad 
That  he  had  baniaht  hunger,  which  to-fore 
Had  by  the  belly  oft  him  pinched  sore : 
Upon  nis  head  a  wreath,  uiat  was  enrold 
W  ith  esrs  of  come  of  eveiy  sort,  he  bore  ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  sickle  he  did  holde. 
To  rsape  the  ripened  firuits  the  which  the  earth  had 
yold. 

XXXI. 

Lastly,  came  Winter  doaihed  sll  in  finie. 
Chattering  his  teeth  for  cold  thst  did  him  chill ; 
Whil'st  on  his  hoary  beerd  his  breath  did  fi^ese, 
And  the  dull  dropa,  that  from  his  purpled  bill 
As  from  a  limbeck  did  adown  distill: 
In  his  right  hand  a  tipped  staffe  he  held, 
With  wUch  hia  feeble  steps  he  stayed  atill ; 
For  he  was  faint  with  cola,  and  weak  with  eld ; 
That  acarae  his  loosed  limbes  he  hsble  waa  to  weld* 


xxxn. 

These,  marching  sofUy,  thus  in  order  went 

And  after  them  the  monthea  all  riding  came ; 

First,  sturdy  March,  with  brows  full  sternly  bent 

And  anned  strongly,  rode  upon  a  ram. 

The  aame  which  over  Hellespontus  swam ; 

Vet  in  hia  hand  a  spade  he  also  bent. 

And  in  a  bag  all  sorts  of  seeds  ysame. 

Which  on  the  earth  he  strowed  ss  he  went,    [ment. 

And  fild  her  womb  with  Iruitfull  hope  of  nourish- 
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Next  came  fresh  April],  full  of  lust^bed. 
And  wanton  as  a  kid  whose  home  new  boda : 
Upon  a  ball  be  rode,  the  aane  which  led 
Ruropa  flotini^  through  th'  Argolick  ftnids  : 
His  homes  were  rilden  all  with  golden  studa. 
And  garnished  with  garlonds  goodly  dight 
Of  all  the  fairest  flowres  and  freshest  bads       [sight 
Which  th'  earth  brings  forth  ;  and  wet  he  seem'd  in 
With  wares,  through  which  he  wided  for  hta  lores 
delight. 

XXXIT. 

Then  came  faire  May,  the  fajrrest  mayd  on  ground, 
Deckt  all  with  dainties  of  her  seasons  pryde, 
And  throwing  flowres  out  of  her  lap  around : 
Upon  two  brethrens  shoulders  she  did  ride, 
The  twinnes  of  Leda;  which  on  eyther  side 
Supported  her  like  to  their  aoreraine  queene : 
Lord!  how  all  creaturaa  laught  when  her  they  spide^ 
And  leapt  and  daunc't  as  diey  had  rarisht  beene! 
And  Cupid  selfe  about  her  fluttred  all  in  greene. 

ZXXT 

And  after  her  came  iollv  lune,  airayd 
All  in  greene  leares,  as  he  a  player  were : 
Vet  in  bis  time  he  wrought  as  well  as  playd. 
That  by  his  plough-yrons  mote  right  well  appeare : 
Upon  a  crab  he  rode,  that  him  did  beare 
With  crooked  crawling  steps  an  uncouth  pase. 
And  backward  yode,  as  bargemen  wont  to  fare 
Bending  their  force  contr&ry  to  their  face ;      [gnoe 
Like  diat  ungracious  crew  which  faines  demurest 

XXXTI. 

Then  came  hot  luly  boyling  like  to  fire. 
That  all  his  garments  he  had  cast  away : 
Upon  a  lyon  raging  yet  with  ire 
He  boldly  rode,  and  made  him  to  obar : 
( It  was  ibe  beast  that  whylome  did  rorray 
The  N^mean  forrest,  till  th'  Amphytrionide 
Him  slew,  and  with  his  hide  did  him  array :} 
Behinde  his  backe  a  sithe,  and  by  his  side 
Under  his  belt  he  bore  a  sickle  circling  wide. 

xxzyn. 

The  sixt  was  August,  being  rich  arrayd 
In  garment  all  of  gold  downe  to  the  ground : 
Yet  rode  he  not,  but  led  a  lovely  mayd 
Forth  by  the  liUy  hand,  the  which  was  cro.^d 
With  eares  of  come,  and  full  her  hand  was  found : 
Tliat  was  the  righteous  virgin,  which  of  old 
Lir'd  here  on  earth,  and  plenty  made  abound ; 
But,  after  Wrong  was  lor'd  and  lustice  soldo. 
She  left  th'  unrighteous  world,  and  was  to  heaven 
eztok^ 

xxxvxix. 

Next  him  September  marched  eeke  on  foote; 
Yet  was  he  heavy  laden  with  the  spoyle 
Of  harvests  riches,  which  he  made  ois  boot, 
And  him  enricht  with  bounty  of  the  soyle : 
In  his  one  hand,  as  fit  for  harvests  toyle, 
He  held  a  knife-hook ;  and  in  th'  other  hand 
A  paire  of  waights,  with  which  he  did  assoyle 
Both  more  and  lease,  where  it  in  doubt  did  stand, 
And  equall  gave  to  taob  as  luitloe  duly  soann'd. 


xzzxx. 

Then  came  October  full  of  merry  glee ; 

For  yet  hia  noule  was  totty  of  the  must. 

Which  he  was  treading  ua  the  wine-fiits  see. 

And  of  the  ioyooa  oyl^  whose  gentle  goat 

Made  him  so  frollick  and  ao  ftalfof  lost : 

Upon  a  draadfuU  scorpion  he  did  ride. 

The  same  which  by  Dianaea  doom  nniust 

Slew  great  Orion ;  and  aek*  by  his  sidA 

He  bM  his  ploughing>shara  and  eooltar  ready  tyde^ 


Next  was  November ;  he  fiifi  grxjsse  and  ftt 

As  fed  with  lard,  and  that  right  well  might 

For  he  had  been  a  fitting  boga  of  late, 

That  yet  hia  browea  with  sweat  did  reek  and  steen. 

And  yet  the  aeason  waa  fell  sharp  and  breem ; 

In  planting  eeke  he  took  oo  email  delight: 

Whereon  he  rode,  not  easie  waa  to  deeme ; 

For  it  a  dreedfull  centsure  waa  in  BiS[ht, 

The  aeed  of  Satome  and  fiuie  Naia,  Chiron  bight. 


And  after  him  came  next  die  chill  December : 
Yet  he,  through  meny  feasting  which  1m  made 
And  great  bonfires,  did  not  the  oold  remember ; 
His  ^viours  birth  his  mind  so  mnch  did  glad : 
Upon  a  shaggy-besrded  goat  he  rode. 
The  same  wherewith  Dan  love  in  tender  yearaa. 
They  say,  waa  nourisht  by  th'  Inan  mayd ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  broad  oeepe  bowle  he  beersa, 
Of  whidi  he  freely  drinks  an  health  to  all  bis  peerM< 

xtn. 

Then  came  old  lanuary,  wrapped  well 
In  many  weeds  to  keep  the  cold  away ; 
Yet  did  he  quake  and  quiver  like  to  qudl, 
And  blowe  his  naylea  to  waraie  them  if  he  rai^ ; 
For  they  were  numbd  with  holding  all  the  day 
An  hatchet  keene,  with  which  he  felled  wood 
And  from  the  trees  did  lop  the  needlesoe  spray : 
Upon  an  huge  great  earth-pot  ateane  he  stood, 
From  whose  wide  mouth  tnere  Bowed  forth  the  Ro* 
mane  flood. 

xuiz. 

And  lastly  came  cold  February,  sitting 
In  an  old  wagon,  for  he  could  not  ride» 
Drawne  of  two  fishes  for  the  season  fitting. 
Which  through  the  flood  before  did  aofUy  alyde 
And  swim  away;  yet  had  he  by  his  side 
His  plough  and  hvnesse  fit  to  till  the  ground. 
And  tooles  to  prune  die  trees,  before  the  pride 
Of  hasting  Prime  did  make  them  borgein  round. 
So  past  uie  twelve   months  forth,  and  their  dew 
places  found. 

xuv. 

And  after  these  there  came  the  Day  and  Night, 
Riding  togedier  both  with  equall  pase } 
Th'  one  on  a  palfrey  blacke,  the  other  white : 
But  Night  had  covered  her  uncomely  face 
With  a  blacke  veile,  and  held  in  hand  a  maoe. 
On  top  whereof  the  moon  and  stars  wwe  pight. 
And  Sleep  and  Darknesse  round  about  dnl  txaee . 
But  Dav  did  beare  upon  his  scepters  bight 
The  gooaly  sun  encompest  all  with  besaes  brigbc 
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u. 


Tben  cftme  tbe  Howres,  fain  daughten  of  high  loTe 
And  timelT  Night ;  the  which  were  all  endewed 
With  wondrous  beauty  fit  to  kindle  love ; 
But  they  were  rirgins  all,  and  love  eechewed 
That  might  foralack  the  charge  to  them  foreahewed 
Bt  mighty  love ;  who  did  them  portera  make 
O^  heavens  gate  (whence  all  the  gods  issued) 
Which  they  did  dayly  watch,  and  nightly  wake 
By  even  tumes,  ne  ever  did  their  charge  forsake. 


xin. 


And  after  all  came  Life  ;  and  lastly  Death : 
Death  with  most  grim  and  griesly  visage  seene. 
Yet  is  he  nought  but  parting  of  the  breath  ; 
Ne  ott^t  to  see,  but  like  a  shade  to  weene. 
Unbodied,  unsoul*d,  unheard,  unseene: 
But  Life  waa  like  a  fairs  young  lusty  boy, 
Such  as  they  faine  Dan  Capid  to  have  beene. 
Full  of  delightfull  health  and  lively  ioy, 
Deckt  all  with  fiowres  and  winga  of  gold  fit  to  em^ 
ploy. 


XLvn. 


When  these  were  past,  thua  gan  the  Titanesse ; 
"  Lo !  mighty  mother,  now  be  iudge,  and  say 
Whether  m  dl  thy  creatures  more  or  lesse 
Changs  doth  not  raign  and  bearethe  greatest  sway ; 
For  who  aees  not  that  time  on  all  dou  pray? 
But  times  do  change  and  move  continually : 
80  nothing  here  long  standeth  in  one  stay : 
Wherefore  this  lower  world  who  can  deny 
But  to  be  subiect  still  to  MaUbilitiel" 


XLvxn. 

Then  thus  gao  love  ;  "  right  true  it  is,  that  these 
And  all  thinn  else  that  under  heaven  dwell 
Are  chaung'a  of  time^  who  doth  them  all  disseise 
Of  being  :  but  who  is  it  (to  me  tell) 
That  Time  himaelfe  doth  move  and  still  compell 
To  keepe  his  course  t    Is  not  that  namely  wee. 
Which  poure  that  vertae  from  our  heavenly  cell 
That  moves  them  all,  and  makes  them  changed  be? 
80  them  we  gods  doe  rule,  and  in  them  also  thee." 

zux. 

To  whom  thus  Mutability ;  "  The  things. 
Which  we  see  not  bow  thev  are  roov'd  and  swayd, 
Ye  may  attribute  to  yourselves  as  kings. 
And  say,  they  by  your  secret  power  are  made: 
But  what  we  see  not,  who  shall  thus  perswsde? 
Bat  were  they  so,  as  ye  them  faine  to  be, 
Mov'd  by  your  might,  and  ordered  by  your  ayde. 
Yet  what  if  I  can  prove,  that  even  yee 
Yourselves  are  likewise  chang'd,  and  subiect  unto 
aeel 


"  And  first,  eonoemin^  her  that  is  the  first, 
Even  you,  (aire  Cvnthia ;  whom  so  much  ye  make 
lovee  dearest  darlug,  she  was  bred  and  nurst 
On  Cynthus  hill,  whence  she  her  name  did  take ; 
Then  is  sbee  mortall  borne,  howso  ye  crake : 
Besides,  her  face  and  countenance  every  day 
We  changed  see  and  sundry  forms  partake,    [gray : 
Now  bond,  now  round,  now  bright,  now  brown  and 
Se  thai  Of  dumgtfitU  at  the  moant  men  use  to  say. 


"  Next  Mercury ;  who  though  he  lease  appeare 

To  chao^  his  hew,  and  alwayes  seeme  as  one ; 

Yet  he  his  course  dioth  alter  every  yeare, 

And  is  of  late  far  out  of  order  gone : 

So  Venus  eeke,  that  goodly  paragone. 

Though  hire  all  night,  yet  is  she  darke  all  dsy : 

And  Phcebus  self,  wbo'lightaome  is  alone. 

Yet  is  he  oft  eclipsed  by  tbe  way. 

And  fiUa  the  darkned  world  with  terror  and  dismay. 

ui. 

"  Now  Mars,  that  valiant  man,  is  changed  most } 
For  he  sometimes  so  far  runs  out  of  square. 
That  he  bis  wav  doth  seem  ouite  to  have  lost. 
And  cleane  without  his  usuall  sphere  to  fare ; 
That  even  these  star-gazers  stonisht  are 
At  sight  thereof,  and  damne  their  lying  bookes : 
So  likewise  grim  Sir  Saturne  oft  doth  spare 
His  Sterne  aspect,  and  calme  his  crabbed  lookes  : 
So  many  turning  cranks  these  have,  so  many  ciookes. 

Lin. 

"  But  jou,  Dan  love,  that  only  constmt  are. 

And  king  of  all  the  rest,  as  ye  do  clame. 

Are  you  not  aubject  eeke  to  this  mis&re? 

Then  let  me  aske  you  this  withouten  blame  ; 

Where  were  ye  borne  ?  Some  sav  in  Crete  by  name, 

Othera  in  Thebes,  and  others  otJ^erwhere ; 

But,  wheresoever  they  comment  the  same, 

Th^  all  consent  that  ye  begotten  were 

And  borne  here  in  this  world ;  ne  other  can  appeaie. 


uv. 

"  Then  are  ye  mortal]  borne,  and  thrall  to  me ; 
Unlesse  the  kingdome  of  the  sky  ye  make 
Immortsll  and  unchangeable  to  be  : 
Besides,  that  power  and  vertue,  which  ye  spake. 
That  ye  here  worke,  doth  many  changes  take. 
And  your  owne  natures  change:  for  each  of  you. 
That  vertue  have  or  this  or  that  to  make. 
Is  chekt  and  changed  from  his  nature  trew, 
Bj  others  opposition  or  obliquid  view. 

LV. 

"  Besides,  the  sundry  motions  of  your  spheares, 
So  sundry  waies  and  fashions  as  clerkes  fiune. 
Some  in  short  space,  and  some  in  longer  yeares; 
What  is  the  same  but  alteration  plaine  ? 
Onely  the  starrie  skie  doth  still  remaine : 
Yet  QO  the  starres  and  sigoes  therein  still  move. 
And  even  itself  is  mov'd,  as  wizards  saine  : 
But  all  that  movetb  doth  mutation  love : 
Therefore  both  you  and  them  to  me  I  subiect  prove. 

LVI, 

*'  Then  since  within  this  wide  great  universe 
Nothing  doth  firme  and  permanent  appeare, 
But  all  things  tost  and  turned  by  transverse ; 
What  then  should  let,  but  I  alou  should  reare 
My  trophee,  and  from  all  the  triumph  beare? 
Now  iudge  tlien,  O  thou  greatest  goddesse  trew, 
According  as  thyselfe  doest  sen  and  heare. 
And  onto  me  addoom  that  is  my  dew : 
That  is.  the  rule  of  all ;  all  being  rul'd  by  you." 


THE  FAERIE  QUEEN E. 
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LTn. 


80  bsTing  ended,  nlence  long  enaewed ; 
Ne  Nature  to  or  fro  speke  for  m  space. 
But  with  finne  eyea  ufizt  the  ground  atill  Tiewed* 
Meane  whUe  all  orBaturea,  looking  in  her  ftce. 
Expecting  th'  end  of  thia  ao  douhtfull  caae. 
Did  hanff  in  long  anapenoe  what  would  enaew, 
To  whether  aide  ahould  fidl  the  ao^eraigne  place : 
At  lenffth  ahe»  lookmg  up  with  chearefuU  new. 
The  auenoe  hrake,  and  gare  her  doome  in  apeechea 
ftwx 


"  I  wdl  consider  all  that  jre  hare  aayd ; 
And  find  that  all  things  atadfiutnea  doe  hate 
And  changed  be ;  yet,  heing  rightly  wayd. 
They  are  not  changed  from  their  first  estate ; 
Bat  by  their  change  their  being  doe  dilate  ; 
And,  turning  to  themaelTea  at  length  againe. 
Doe  worke  Sieir  owne  perfection  ao  by  £ue : 
Then  oyer  them  Change  doth  not  role  and  raigne  ; 
But  they  raigne  orer  Change,  and  doe  their  atatea 


"  Ceaae  therefore,  daughter,  further  to  aapire, 

And  thee  content  thus  to  be  rul'd  by  me : 

For  thy  decay  thou  seekst  by  thy  desire : 

But  time  shall  come  that  all  ahall  changed  bee. 

And  from  thenceforth  none  no  more  change  ahall  aee !' 

80  waa  the  Titaneaa  put  downe  and  whiat. 

And  lore  oonfirm'd  in  hia  imperiall  aee. 

Then  was  that  whole  aaaembiy  onito  diamiat, 

And  Naturea  aelie  did  Taniah,  whither  no  man  wiat. 


THE  Vllira  CANTO,  UNPERFITE. 


r. 


Whik  I  betfainke  me  on  that  speech  whyleare 
Of  Mutability,  and  well  it  way ; 
Me  seemes,  that  though  ahe  all  unworthy  were 
Of  the  hear*ns  rule ;  yet,  very  sooth  to  say, 
In  all  thinp  else  she  bears  the  greatest  sway : 
Which  makea  me  loath  thia  atate  of  life  so  tickle, 
And  lore  of  things  so  yaine  to  caat  away ; 
Whose  flowring  pride,  ao  fading  and  ao  fickle, 
Short  Time  »hidl  aoon  cut  down  with  hia  consuming 
sickle  1 


n. 

Then  gin  I  thinke  on  that  which  Nature  aayd. 
Of  that  aame  time  when  no  more  change  shall  be. 
But  stedfasi  rest  of  all  things,  firmely  atayd 
Upon  the  pillours  of  Etemi^, 
That  is  contrayr  to  Mutabilitie : 
For  all  that  moTeth  doth  in  change  delight : 
But  thenceforth  all  shall  rest  eternally 
With  him  that  ia  the  God  of  Sabaoth  hight : 
O !  that  great  Sabaoth  God,  grant  me  that  Sabbaths 
siglit ! 


MISCELLANIES. 


COLIN   CLOUTS   COMB    HOME    AGAINE. 


BY  ED.  8P. 
1595. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  WORTHY  AND  NOBLE  KNIGHT 
SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH, 

CAPTAINS  OF  HER  MAIESTIES  GUARD,  LORD  WARDEIN  OF   THE  STANNERIES, 

AND  LIEUTENANT  OF  THE  COUNTIE  OF  CORNWALL. 


That  yon  mmf  see  tbat  I  am  not  alwues  ydle  as  jee  tbinlce,  tbougli  not  greatly  well  occupied,  nor  alto- 
gitber  nndatifull,  thoarh  not  precisely  offieioas,  I  make  you  present  of  this  simple  Pastorali,  unimrtbie  of 
TOOT  bigber  conceint  for  tbe  meaneese  of  tbe  stile,  bat  agreemg  witb  the  truth  in  circumstance  and  matter. 
11m  which  I  humbly  beseech  yon  to  accept  in  part  of  paiment  of  the  infinite  debt,  in  which  I  acknowledge 
my  aolfe  bonnden  unto  you  for  your  singular  favours,  and  aundrie  good  turnes,  shewed  to  me  at  my  late 
bong  in  England ;  and  with  your  good  countenance  protect  against  &e  malice  of  evill  mouthes,  which  are 
alwaiea  wide  open  to  carpe  at  and  misconstrue  my  simple  meaning.  I  pray  continually  for  your  happinesse. 
F^roia  my  bonse  of  Kilcofmany  the  S7.  of  DecemMr. 

1591.  [rather  perhaps  1595.] 

Yours  erer  humbly, 

Ed.Sp.. 


Tn  sbepbeards  boj  (best  knowen  by  that  name) 

That  afier  Tttyrus  nrst  sung  his  lay, 

laiea  of  sweet  lore,  without  rebuke  or  blame. 

Sate  (as  his  customs  was)  upon  a  day, 

Charming  Us  oaten  pipe  unto  his  peres,  5 

Tbe  shepoeaid  swaines  that  did  about  him  play : 

Who  all  tbe  while,  with  greedie  listfull  eares. 

Did  stand  astonisht  at  his  curious  skill, 

like  hartlease  deare,  dismayd  with  thunders  sound. 

At  last,  when  as  he  piped  had  his  fill,  10 

He  rested  him :  and,  sitting  then  around, 

One  of  ihoee  groomes  (aiculy  grooms  was  he. 

As  ever  piped  on  an  oaten  reed. 

And  loT^  this  shepbeard  dearest  in  degree, 

Utgbt  Hobbinol ',)  gsn  thus  to  him  aieM.  15 


"Colin,  my  Hefe,  my  life,  how  great  a  losse 
Hsd  all  the  abepheards  nation  by  thy  lacks ! 
And  I,  poore  awaine,  of  many,  greatest  crosse ! 
That,  sith  thy  muse  first  since  thy  turning  bscke 
Was  hesrd  to  sound  ss  she  was  wont  on  hye,       SO 
Hast  made  us  sll  so  blessed  and  so  biythe. 
Whileet  thou  wast  hence,  all  dead  in  dole  did  lie : 
The  woods  were  heard  to  waile  full  many  a  sythe, 
And  all  their  birds  with  silence  to  complaine: 
The  fields  with  faded  flowers  did  seem  to  monme,  25 
And  all  their  flocks  from  feeding  to  refraine : 
The  running  weters  wept  for  thy  returns. 
And  aU  their  fish  with  languour  did  lament : 
But  now  both  woods  and  fields  and  floods  renre, 
I  Sith  thou  art  oome,  their  cause  of  merriment,       SO 

A  A 
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That  us,  late  dead,  hast  made  againe  alire : 

•  But  were  it  not  too  peinefuU  to  repeat 

•  The  paased  fbrtunee,  which  to  thee  hefell 

•  In  thy  late  royage,  we  thee  would  entreat, 

•  Now  at  thy  leisure  them  to  us  to  tell/'  55 
m      To  whom  the  ahepheard  gently  answered  thus  ; 

•  ''  Hohhin,  thou  temptest  me  to  that  1  coret : 
For  of  good  passed  newly  to  discuA, 

By  dubble  usurie  doth  twise  renew  it. 

And  since  I  saw  that  angels  blessed  eie,  40 

Her  worlds  bright  sun,  her  heayeos  fiuxest  light. 

My  mind,  full  of  my  thoughts  satietie. 

Doth  feed  on  sweet  contentment  of  that  sight : 

Since  that  same  day  in  nought  I  take  delight, 

Ne  feeling  hare  in'any  earthly  pleasure,  45 

But  in  remembrance  of  that  glory  bright. 

My  Hfes  sole  blisse,  my  hearts  etemall  threesure. 

Wake  then,  my  pipe ;  my  sleepie  muse,  awake ; 

Till  I  have  told  her  praises  lasting  long : 

Hobbin  desires,  thou  maist  it  not  forsake ; —        50 

Harke  then,  ye  ioUy  shepheards,  to  my  song.** 

With  that  they  all  gan  throng  about  him  neare. 
With  hungrie  eares  to  heare  his  harmonie : 
The  whiles  their  flocks,  devoyd  of  dangers  feare. 
Did  round  about  them  feed  at  libertie.  55 

^      *'  One  day  (quoth  he)  I  sat  (as  was  my  trade) 
k  Under  the  foote  of  Mole,  that  mountaine  here, 
Keeping  my  sheepe  amongst  the  cooly  shade 
Of  the  greene  alders  by  the  Mullaes  shore ; 
k  There  a  atraunge  ahepheard  chaunst  to  find  me  out,  60 
Whether  allured  with  my  pipra  delight. 
Whose  pleasing  sound  ysbiilled  far  about. 
Or  thither  led  by  chaunce,  I  know  not  right : 
Whom  when  I  asked  iit>mwhat  place  he  came, 
Aod  how  he  hight,  himselfe  he  did  ycleepe  65 

The  Shepheard  of  the  Ocean  by  name, 

•  And  said  he  came  far  ^m  the  main-sea  deepe. 
He,  sitting  me  beside  in  that  same  shade, 
Provoked  rae  to  plaie  some  pleasant  fit ; 

i  And,  when  he  beard  the  musicke  which  I  made,  70 
k  He  found  himselfe  full  greatly  pleased  at  it : 
«  Yet,  lemuling  my  pipe,  he  tooke  in  bond 
My  pipe,  before  that  lemuled  of  many, 
And  plaid  theron ;  (for  well  that  skill  he  cond  ;) 

•  Himselfe  as  skilful!  in  that  art  as  any.  75 

•  He  pip'd,  I  sung ;  and,  when  he  sung,  I  piped  ; 
By  cbaunge  of  tumes,  each  making  other  uery; 
Neither  envying  other,  nor  envied. 

So  piped  we,  untill  we  both  were  wearjJ* 

There  interrupting  him,  a  bonie  swaine,  80 

That  Cuddy  hight,  him  thus  atweene  bespake : 
"  And,  should  it  not  thy  readie  course  restraine, 
I  would  request  thee,  Colin,  for  my  sake. 
To  tell  what  thou  didst  sing,  when  he  did  plaie ; 
For  well  I  weene  it  worth  recounting  was,  85 

Whether  it  were  aome  hymne,  or  morall  laie. 
Or  carol  made  to  praise  thy  loved  lasse." 

"  Nor  of  my  love,  nor  of  my  lasse  (quoth  he,) 
I  then  did  sing,  as  then  occasion  fell : 
For  love  had  me  forlome,  forlome  of  me,  90 

That  made  me  in  that  desart  choose  to  dwell. 
But  of  my  rirer  Bregogs  love  I  soong. 
Which  to  the  shiny  MuUa  he  did  beare, 
And  yet  doth  beare,  and  ever  will,  so  long 
As  water  doth  within  his  bancks  appeare."  95 

"  Of  fellowBhip  (said  then  that  bony  boy) 
Record  to  us  that  lovely  lay  againe  : 
The  staie  whereof  shall  nought  these  eares  annoy. 
Who  all  that  Colin  makes  do  covet  fiBdne/' 

"  Heare  then  (quoth  he)  the  tenor  of  my  tale,    100 


In  sort  as  I  it  to  that  shepheard  told : 
No  leasing  new,  nor  grrandams  fkVLe  stale. 
But  auncient  truth  eonfirm'd  with  credence  okL 

^*  Old  father  Mole,  (Mole  hight  that  mountain  gray 
That  walls  the  nortbuside  of  Annnlla  dale ;)  103 

He  bad  a  daughter  fresh  as  flonre  of  May, 
Which  gave  £at  name  unto  that  pleasant  vale  ; 
Mulla,  the  daughter  of  old  Mole,  ao  hight 
The  nimph,  which    of    that   water    ooorae    has 

charge. 
That,  springing  out  of  Mole,  doth  run  downe  right  1  tO 
To  Buttevant,  where,  spreading  forth  at  large. 
It  eiveth  name  unto  that  auncient  dttie. 
Which  KilnemuUah  deped  is  of  old ; 
Whose  ragged  mines  breed  neat  ruth  and  pittie 
To  travailers,  which  it  from  nr  behold.  115 

Full  faine  ahe  lov'd,  and  was  belor'd  fuU  £une 
Of  her  owne  brother  river,  Bregog  bight. 
So  hight  because  of  this  deceitfuU  traine. 
Which  he  with  Mulla  wrought  to  win  delight. 
But  her  old  sire  more  carefuU  of  her  good,  I  fO 

And  meaning  her  much  better  to  preferre. 
Did  thinke  to  match  her  with  the  neighbour  Boc»d, 
Which  AUo  hight.  Broad-water  called  hire ; 
And  wrought  so  well  with  his  continual!  peine. 
That  he  that  river  for  his  daughter  wonne :  lib 

The  dowre  agreed,  the  day  assis;ned  plaine. 
The  place  appointed  where  it  should  be  doone. 
Nathlesse  Uie  nymph  her  former  liking  held  ; 
For  love  wiU  not  be  diawne,  but  must  be  ledde ; 
And  Bregog  did  so  well  her  ftncie  weld,  130 

That  her  good  will  he  got  her  first  to  wedde. 
But  for  her  father,  sitdng  still  on  hie, 
Did  warily  stiU  watch  which  way  ahe  went. 
And  eke  nom  far  observed,  with  iealous  eie. 
Which  way  his  course  the  wanton  Bregog  bent ;    135 
Him  to  deceive,  for  all  his  watchfuU  warid. 
The  wily  lover  did  devise  this  slight: 
First  into  many  parts  his  streame  he  shar'd. 
That,  whilest  the  one  was  watcht,  the  other  might 
Passe  unespide  to  meete  her  by  the  way ;  140 

And  then,  besides,  those  little  streames  so  farokea 
He  under  ground  so  closely  did  convey. 
That  of  their  passage  doth  appears  no  token. 
Till  they  into  the  Mullaes  wster  slide. 
So  secretly  did  he  his  love  enioy :  145 

Yet  not  so  secret,  but  it  was  deacride. 
And  told  her  father  by  a  ahepheards  boy. 
Who,  wondrous  wroth,  for  that  so  foule  despiglit. 
In  great  revenge  did  roll  downe  from  his  hill 
Huge  mightie  stones,  the  which  encomber  might  150 
His  passage,  and  his  water-courses  spilL 
So  of  a  river,  which  he  was  of  old. 
He  none  was  made,  but  scattred  all  to  nought ; 
And,  loat  emong  those  rocks  into  him  rold. 
Did  lose  his  name :  so  deare  his  love  he  bought.'*    155 

Which  havinpf  said,  him  Thestylis  bespake ; " 
"  Now  by  my  life  this  was  a  meij  lay, 
Worthie  of  Colin  selfe,  that  did  it  make. 
But  read  now  eke,  of  friendship  I  ihee  pxsy* 
What  dittie  did  that  other  shepheard  sing :  160 

For  I  do  covet  most  the  same  to  heare. 
As  men  use  most  to  covet  forreine  thing." 
"  That  shall  I  eke  (quoth  he)  to  you  declare : 
%  His  song  was  all  a  lamentable  lay 
Of  greet  unkindnesse,  and  of  usage  hard,  ld5 

Of  Cynthia  the  Ladie  of  the  Sea, 
Which  from  her  presence  faultlease  him  debard- 
And  ever  and  anon,  with  ainguUi  rife. 
He  cryed  out,  to  make  his  undersong; 
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Ah .  iDj  loves  queene,  and  goddesse  of  my  life,  170 
Who  shall  me  pittie,  when  thou  doest  me  wrong  ]" 

Then  gan  a  gentle  bonylasse  to  apeake, 
That  Marin  bight ;  "  Right  well  be  sure  did  plaine, 
lliat  could  great  Cynthiaes  sore  displeasure  breake, 
And  move  to  take  him  to  her  grace  againe.  175 

•  But  tell  OB  farther,  Colin,  as  befell 

**  Twixt  him  and  thee,  that  thee  did  hence  dissnade." 
^^    **  When  thus  our  pipes  we  both  had  wearied  well, 

(Quoth  he)  and  each  an  end  of  singing  made, 
«  He  gan  to  cast  great  lyking  to  my  lore,  180 

•  And  great  dislyking  to  my  lucklesse  lot, 

*  lliat  banisht  had  my  selfe,  like  wight  forlore. 
Into  that  waste,  where  I  was  onite  forgot 
The  which  to  leave,  thencefortn  he  counseld  mee. 
Unmeet  for  man,  in  whom  was  ought  regardful!,  185 
And  wend  with  him,  his  Cynthia  to  see ; 
Whose  grace  was  great,  and  bounty  moat  rewardfull. 
Besides  Ler  peerlesse  skill  in  makmg  well. 
And  all  the  ornaments  of  wondrous  wit, 
Such  as  all  womankind  did  far  ezcell ;  190 

Such  as  the  world  admyr'd,  and  pndsed  it : 
So  what  with  hope  of  good,  and  hate  of  ill, 
*p^  He  me  perswaded  forth  with  him  to  hre. 

Nought  tooke  I  with  me,  but  mine  oaten  quill : 
SmaU  needments  else  need  shepheard  to  prepare.  195 
So  to  the  aea  we  came ;  the  sea,  that  is 
A  world  of  waters  heaped  up  on  hie, 
Rolling  like  mountaines  in  wide  wildemesse. 
Horrible,  hideous,  roaring  with  hoarse  crie." 

'<  And  is  the  sea  (quoth  Condon)  so  fearfull  V  200 
"  Fearful  much  more  ;'quoth  he)  then  hart  can  fear : 
Thousand  wyld  beasts  with  deep  mouthes  gaping 
Therin  stil  wait  poore  passengers  to  teare.  [direfuU 
Who  life  doth  loath,  and  longs  death  to  behold, 
Before  he  die,  alreadie  dead  with  feare,  205 

And  yet  would  live  with  heart  halfe  stonie  cold, 
I^et  him  to  sea,  and  he  shall  see  it  there* 
And  yet  as  ghastly  dreadfull,  as  it  seemes. 
Bold  men,  presuming  life  for  g^iine  to  sell, 
Dare  tempt  that  gulf,  and  in  those  wand  ring  stremes 
Seek  waies  unknowne,  waies  leading  down  to  hell. 
For,  as  we  stood  there  waiting  on  the  strond,      212 
Behold,  an  huge  great  vessell  to  us  came, 
Dauncing  upon  the  waters  back  to  lend, 
As  if  it  scornd  the  daunger  of  the  same  ;  215 

Yet  was  it  but  a  wooden  iiame  and  fraile, 
Clewed  togither  with  some  subtile  matter. 
Vet  had  it  armes  and  wings,  and  head  and  taile, 
And  life  to  move  it  selfe  upon  the  water.  [219 

Strange  thing  !  how  bold  and  swift  the  monster  was. 
That  neither  car*d  for  wynd,  nor  haile,  nor  raine. 
Nor  swelling  wares,  but  thorough  them  did  passe 
So  proudly,  that  she  made  them  roare  againe. 
llie  same  aboord  us  gently  did  receave. 
And  without  harme  us  farre  away  did  bears,        225 
So  farre  that  land,  our  mother,  us  did  leave, 
And  nought  but  sea  and  heaven  to  us  appeare. 
Then  hartelesse  quite,  and  full  of  inward  feare, 
^That  shepheard  I  besought  to  me  to  tell, 
-  Under  what  skie,  or  in  what  world  we  were^       230 
In  which  I  saw  no  living  people  dwell. 
Who,  me  recomforting  all  that  he  might, 
^Told  me  that  that  same  was  the  regiment' 
-«  Of  a  ^reat  ahepheardesse,  that  Cynthia  hight, 
-   His  liege,  his  ladie,  and  his  lifes  regent. —  235 

'*  If  then  (quoth  1}  a  ahepheardesse  she  bee,  [keep  ? 
.   Where  be  the  flockes  vid  beards,  which  she  doth 
And  where  may  1  the  hills  and  pastures  see. 
On  whiob  she  nseth  for  to  feed  her  aheepe  V* 


"  These  be  the  hills  (quoth  he)  the  surges  hie,  240 
On  which  faire  Cynthia  her  beards  doth  feed : 
•Her  beards  be  thousand  fishes  with  their  fne. 
Which  in  the  bosome  of  the  billowea  breed. 
«0f  them  the  shepheard  which  hath  charge  in  chief, 
•  Is  Triton,  blowing  loud  his  wreathed  home :       245 
At  sound  whereot,  they  all  for  their  relief 
Wend  too  and  fro  at  evening  and  at  mome. 
And  Proteus  eke  with  him  does  drive  his  heard 
Of  stinking  seales  and  porcpisces  together. 
With  hoary  head  and  deawy  dropping  beard,       250 
Compelling  them  which  way  he  list,  and  whether. 
And,  I  amonff  the  reat,  of  many  least. 
Have  in  the  Ocean  charge  to  me  assignd ; 
Where  I  ¥rill  lire  or  die  at  her  bebeast. 
And  serve  and  honour  her  with  faithfull  mind.   255 
Besides  an  himdred  nymphs  all  heavenly  borne. 
And  of  immortal]  race,  doo  still  attend 
To  wash  faire  Cynthiaes  sheep,  when  theybeshome, 
And  fold  them  up,  when  they  have  made  an  end. 
Those  be  the  shepheards  which  my  Cynthia  serve  26G 
At  sea,  beside  a  thousand  moe  at  land  : 
For  land  and  sea  my  Cynthia  doth  deaerve 
To  have  in  her  oommandement  at  hand." 

Thereat  I  wondred  much,  till,  wondring  more 
And  more,  at  length  we  land  fiir  off  descryde :    265 
Which  sight  mucn  gladed  me ;  for  much  afore 
I  feard,  least  land  we  never  should  have  eyde : 
Thereto  oui  ship  her  course  directly  bent. 
As  if  the  way  she  perfectly  had  knowne. 
We  Lunday  passe ;  by  that  same  name  is  ment  270 
An  island,  which  the  first  to  west  was  showne. 
From  thence  another  world  of  land  we  kend, 
Floting  amid  the  sea  in  ieopardie. 
And  round  about  with  mightie  white  rocks  hemd. 
Against  the  seas  encrochmg  crueltie.  875 

Those  same,  the  shepheard  told  me,  were  the  fields 
In  which  dame  Cynthia  her  landhearda  fed ; 
Faire  roodly  fields,  then  which  Armulla  yields 
None  fairer,  nor  more  fruitfull  to  be  red, 
The  first,  to  which  we  nigh  approched,  waa        280 
An  high  headland  thrust  far  into  the  sea. 
Like  to  an  home,  whereof  the  name  it  has. 
Yet  seemd  to  be  a  goodly  pleasant  lea  -. 
There  did  a  lof^ie  mount  at  first  us  greet. 
Which  did  a  stately  heape  of  stones  upresre,       285 
That  seemd  amid  the  surges  for  to  fleet. 
Much  greater  then  that  frame,  which  us  did  beara ; 
There  did  our  ship  her  fraitfull  wombe  unlade, 
And  put  us  all  ashore  on  Cynthias  land. 
"  What  land  is  that  thou  meanst,  (then  Cuddy  sayd) 
And  is  there  other  then  whereon  we  stand  V*       291 

"  Ah !  Cuddy  (then  quoth  Colin)  thous  a  fon. 
That  hast  not  seene  least  part  of  natures  worke : 
Much  more  there  is  unkend  then  thou  doest  kon. 
And  much  more  that  doeafrom  mens  knowledge  lurke. 
For  tliat  same  land  much  larger  is  than  this,        296 
And  other  men  and  beasts  and  birds  doth  feed  : 
I'here  fruitfull  come,  faire  trees,  fresh  herbage  is, 
And  all  things  else  that  living  creatures  need. 
Besides  n:ost  goodly  rivers  there  appeare,  300 

No  whit  inferiourto  thy  Fanchins  praise, 
Or  unto  Alio,  or  to  Mulla  cleare : 
Nought  bast  thou,  foolish  boy,  seene  in  thy  daies." 

"  But  if  that  land  be  there  T quoth  he)  as  here. 
And  is  theyr  heaven  likewise  tnere  all  one  ?         305 
And,  if  like  heaven,  be  heavenly  graces  there. 
Like  as  in  this  same  world  where  we  do  woq.e  V 

"  Both  heaven  and  heavenly  graoea  do  much  mora 
(Quoth  h«)  abound  in  that  same  land  th«n  this. 
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For  then  tU  btppie  petce  and  plenteoui  store    310 

Conspire  in  one  to  make  contented  blisse : 

No  wayling  there  nor  wretchednesse  is  heard. 

No  bloodie  issues  nor  no  leprosies. 

No  griesly  famtne,  nor  no  raging  sweard. 

No  nightly  bodrags,  nor  no  hue  and  cries ;  315 

llie  sbepheaxds  there  abroad  may  safely  lie. 

On  hills  and  downes,  withouten  dread  or  daunger : 

No  nvenous  wolves  the  good  mans  hope  destroy^ 

Nor  ontlawes  fell  t^^J  the  forest  raunger. 

There  lesmed  arta  do  florish  in  great  honor,        dSO 

And  poets  wits  are  had  in  peerlease  price: 

Religion  hath  lay  powre  to  rest  npon  her, 

Advancing  rertue  and  suppressine  rice. 

For  end,  Sd  good,  all  grace  there  freely  growM, 

Had  people  grace  it  gratefully  to  use :  SS5 

For  Ood  hu  gifts  there  plenteously  bestowes, 

But  gnoelesse  men  them  greatly  do  abuse.*' 

"  But  S8T  on  further  (then  said  Corylas) 
The  rest  of  thine  adventures,  that  betyded." 

"  Foorth  on  our  voyage  we  by  lona  did  passe,  390 
(Quoth  he)  as  that  same  shepheiurd  atill  us  guyded, 
«    Untill  that  we  to  Cynthiaes  presence  came : 

Whose  glorie  greater  then  my  simple  thought, 
«   I  found  much  rreater  then  the  former  fame ; 

Such  greatnes  I  cannot  compare  to  ought :  335 

But  if  X  her  like  ought  on  earth  mieht  read, 

•  I  would  her  lyken  to  a  crowne  of  lUlies, 
t    Upon  a  yirgin  brydes  adorned  head, 

•  With  roses  dight  snd  goolds  and  dafladillies ; 

«    Or  Uke  the  circlet  of  a  turtle  true,  340 

9   In  which  all  coloura  of  the  rainbow  bee ; 
»  Or  like  laire  Phebes  garlond  shining  new, 
'  In  which  all  pure  perfection  one  may  see. 

•  But  vaine  it  is  to  thinks,  by  paregone 

•  Of  earthly  things,  to  iudge  of  things  divine :        345 
Her  power,  her  meroy,  snd  her  wiadome,  none 
Can  deeme,  but  who  the  Godhead  can  define 
Vfhj  then  do  I,  base  shepheard,  bold  and  blind. 
Presume  the  thinffs  so  sacred  to  prophane  1 
More  fit  it  is  t*  adore,  with  humble  mind,  350 
The  imsge  of  the  heavens  in  shape  humane.** 

With  that  Aleiis  broke  his  tale  asunder, 
Saying ;  "  By  wondring  at  thy  Cynthiaes  praise, 
Colin,  thy  selfe  thou  mak'st  us  more  to  wonder. 
And  her  upraising  doest  thy  selfe  upraise.  355 

But  let  ua  heare  what  grace  she  shewed  thee. 
And  how  that  shepheard  strange  thy  cause  advanced." 

"The  Shepheard  of  the  Ocean  (quoth  he) 
Unto  that  goddesse  ^[raoe  me  firet  enhanced, 
And  to  mine  oaten  pipe  enclin'd  her  eare, 
lliat  she  thenceforth  therein  gan  take  delight ; 
And  it  desir'd  at  timely  houres  to  heare. 
All  were  my  notes  but  rude  and  roughly  digbt ; 
For  not  by  measure  of  her  owne  great  mynd. 
And  wondreus  worth,  shemott  my  simple  song,  365 
But  ioyd  that  country  shepheard  ought  could  fynd 
Worth  barkening  to,  amongst  the  learned  throng." 

'*  Why?  (said  Alexis  then)  whst  needeth  shea 
That  is  so  great  a  shepheardesse  her  selfe, 
And  hath  so  many  ahepheards  in  her  fee,  3T0 

To  heare  thee  sing,  a  simple  silly  elfel 
Or  be  the  shepheards  which  do  serve  her  laesia. 
That  they  list  not  their  mery  pipes  applie  T 
Or  be  their  pipea  untunable  ancf  craesie, 
That  they  cannot  her  honour  worthylie  V  375 

Ah !  nay  ^said  Colin)  neither  so,  nor  so : 
For  better  snepheards  be  not  under skie. 
Nor  better  hable,  when  they  Ust  to  blow 
Thsir  pipea  aloudy  her  name  to  glorifie 
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Thsre  is  cood  Harpdoi,  now  wozen  aged  380 

In  ftithful  aervice  of  6ire  Cynthia ; 

And  there  is  O>rydon  thongn  meanly  waged. 

Yet  hableet  wit  of  moat  I  know  this  day. 

And  there  is  sad  Atcyon  bent  to  moume. 

Though  fit  to  frame  an  everlasting  dittie,  385 

Whose  gentle  spright  for  Daphnes  death  doth  toura 

Sweet  layea  of  fore  to  endleasie  plaints  of  pittie. 

Ah  1  pensive  boy,  punue  that  breve  oonoeipt 

In  thy  sweet  Eglantine  of  Merifiure; 

Lift  vp  thy  nolaa  unto  their  wonted  height,        390 

That  may  thy  muse  and  mates  to  mirth  allure. 

There  eke  ia  Palin  worthie  of  great  praise, 

Albe  he  envie  at  my  mstick  quill : 

And  there  ia  pleasing  Alcon,  coiUd  he  raise 

His  tunes  from  Isiea  to  matter  of  more  akill.        395 

And  there  ia  old  Palemon  free  from  apight. 

Whose  carefttUjpipe  may  make  the  hearer  rew  : 

Yet  ho  him  seUe  may  rewed  be  more  right. 

That  sung  so  long  untill  quite  hoarse  he  grew. 

And  there  iM  Alsbaster  throughly  taught  400 

In  all  thia  akill,  though  knoweu  yet  to  few ; 

Yet,  were  heknowne  to  Cynthia  aa  he  ought. 

His  Eliscb  would  be  redde  anew. 

Who  Uvea  that  can  match  that  heroick  song. 

Which  he  hsth  of  that  mightie  princesse  made  1  405 

O  dreaded  Dread,  do  not  thy  selfe  thst  wrong. 

To  let  thy  frme  lie  so  in  hidden  shade  : 

But  call  It  forth,  O  call  him  forth  to  thee. 

To  end  thy  glorie  which  he  ha&  begun : 

That,  when  he  finisbt  bath  as  it  should  be,  410 

No  brever  poeme  csn  be  under  sun. 

Nor  Po  nor  Tybun  swsns  so  much  renowned. 

Nor  all  the  brood  of  Greece  so  highly  praised, 

I  Can  match  that  muse  when  it  with  bayes  is  crowned , 
And  to  the  pitch  of  her  perfection  raised.  415 

And  there  is  a  new  ahepheard  late  up  sprang. 
The  which  doth  all  afore  him  fiur  surpasse  i 
Apfiearing  well  in  that  well  tuned  aong, 
Which  late  he  sunt 


Iff  unto  a  acomfttU  lasse. 
Yet  doth  his  tremuing  Muse  but  lowly  fiie,        45(0 
As  dsring  not  too  rashly  mount  on  bight. 
And  doth  her  tender  plumes  as  yet  but  trie 
In  loves  soft  laiea  ana  looser  thoughts  delight 
Then  rouse  thy  feathen  quickly,  Deniell, 
And  to  what  course  thou  ^ease  thy  selfe  sdvsnee  :4)t5 
But  most,  me  seemes,  thy  accent  will  esoell 
In  tregick  plaints  snd  passionste  mischance.^ 
And  there  that  Shepheard  of  the  Ocean  is, 
Thai  spends  his  wit  in  loves  consuming  smart : 
Full  sweetly  tempred  is  that  mnse  of  his,  430 

Thst  csn  empierce  a  princes  mightie  hart. 
There  slso  is  (ah  nO|  he  is  not  now !) 
But  since  I  said  he  is,  he  quite  is  Kone, 
Amyntas  quite  is  gone,  and  Uea  fufi  low. 
Having  his  Amaryllis  left  to  mono.  335 

Helpe,  O  ye  ahepbesrds,  heipe  ye  aU  in  this^ 
Helpe  Amsryllis  this  her  losse  to  moume* 
Her  losse  is  youn,  your  losse  Amynias  is, 
Amyntas,  floura  of  shepheards  pride  forlome : 
He  whileat  he  lived  was  the  noblest  swuiue,        440 
I'hat  ever  piped  in  an  oaten  quill : 
Both  did  he  other,  which  could  pipe,  maintatne. 
And  eke  could  pipe  himselfe  with  pa&siug  skill. 
And  there,  though  last  not  lesst,  is  Aetion, 
A  gentler  shepheard  may  no  where  be  found :     445 
Whose  muse,  full  of  high  thoughts  invention, 
Doth  like  himselfe  heroioslly  sound. 
All  these,  and  many  othen  mo  remaine, 
Now,  afbr  Aitrafeu  is  dead  and  gone: 
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Bat,  wUle  m  AstrofeU  did  lira  mod  mine,  450 

AmoDgst  tU  tlieae  wis  none  Ids  peragooe. 
AlltbMe  do  florish  in  their  saudrj  kynd, 
And  do  tbeir  Cynthia  immoitall  make : 

!      Yet  found  I  lykinff  in  her  royall  mvnd, 

Mot  for  my  skill,  out  for  that  ahepiteanls  sake/'  453 

I  f      Then  spake  a  lovely  lasse,  hight  Lucida  ! 

I  •  **  Sbepheard,  enough  of  shej^heuds  thou  bast  told, 
*  Which  fiiTOur  thee,  and  honour  Cynthia : 

-  But  of  so  many  nymphs,  which  she  doth  hold 

^  In  bar  rednew,  thou  hast  nothing  sayd ;  460 

That  8eems,with  none  of  them  tnou  ray  our  foundest, 
Or  art  ingratefuU  to  each  gentle  mayd, 
I      Tliat  none  of  all  their  due  deserts  resoundeat." 
'  .      •*  Ah  <u  be  it  (quoth  Colin  Clout)  fru  me, 

-  Tlmt  I  of  gentle  mayds  ahould  ill  desenre :  465 
t      For  that  my  selfe  I  do  professe  to  be 

I      Vaasall  to  one,  whom  all  my  dayea  I  serve ; 

-  TIm  beame  of  beaotie  sparkled  from  above, 
i     -The  lloufe  of  vertue  and  pure  cbastitie, 
I      The  bloeaone  of  sweet  ioy  and  perfect  love,        470 
I    '  Tlie  pearle  of  peerlesse  grace  and  modestie : 
I    «To  bar  my  thoughts  I  daily  dedicate, 
'    «To  her  my  heart  I  nightly  martyriia : 
•  To  her  my  love  1  lowly  do  prostrate, 
%To  bar  my  life  I  wholly  sacrifice :  475 

*Mj  thought,  my  heart,  my  love,  my  life  ia  shea, 
«And  1  hm  ever  onely,  ever  one : 
One  ever  I  all  vowed  hers  to  bee, 
One  ever  I,  and  others  never  none." 

Then  thus  Melissa  said ;  *'  Thrise  bappie  mayd,  480 
Whom  tbott  doeet  so  enforce  to  deifie : 
That  woods,  and  hills,  and  valleyes  thou  has  made 
Her  name  to  echo  unto  heaven  hie. 
Bnt  aay,  who  else  vouchsafed  thee  of  grace  Y* 

"  Thiy  all  ^quoth  he)  me  gnced  goodly  well,  485 
That  all  I  praise ;  but  in  the  highest  place, 
Urania,  sister  unto  Astrofell,    ' 
In  wboae  brave  mynd,  as  in  a  golden  cofer. 
An  heavenly  gifts  and  richea  locked  are ; 
More  rich  then  pearles  of  Ynde,  or  gold  of  Opher,  490 
And  in  her  sex  more  wonderful!  and  nre. 
h%  lease  praise-worthie  I  Theana  read, 
IVhoee  goodly  beamea  though  they  be  over  dight 
With  mourning  atole  of  carefull  wydowbead, 
Yet  through  that  darksome  vale  do  glister  bright ;  495 
Bbe  is  the  well  of  bountie  and  brave  mynd. 
Excelling  most  in  glorie  and  great  light : 
8ha  is  tlw  ornament  of  womankind. 
And  eowts  chief  garlond  with  sll  vertues  dight. 
Therefore  great  Cynthia  her  in  chiefest  grace     500 
Doth  hold,  and  next  unto  her  aelfe  advance, 
Well  worthie  of  so  honourable  place, 
For  her  great  worth  and  noble  governance  ; 
Ne  lease  prais^worthie  is  her  sister  deare, 
Faire  Marian,  the  Muses  onely  darling  :  505 

Wboae  beautie  shyneth  as  the  morning  dearCy 
With  atlver  deaw  upon  the  rosea  pearSng. 
Ne  lease  piaiae-worthie  is  Msnsilia, 
Beet  knowne  by  bearing  up  great  Cynthiaes  traine : 
That  SBBM  is  sLe  to  whom  JDaphnaida  510 

Upon  her  neeces  death  I  did  complaine : 
She  ia  the  patame  of  true  womanhead. 
And  onely  mirrhor  of  feminitie : 
Wor^ia  next  after  Cynthia  to  tread, 
Aa  aha  aa  nest  her  in  nobilitie.  515 

Na  Icaae  pfiiseworthia  Galathea  seemea. 
Than  beat  of  all  that  bonouiable  crew, 
Faiia  Oabchaa  with  bight  abining  beamea, 
laflMaisg  tebla  sgrw  that  her  do  view. 


She  there  then  waited  upon  Cynthia,  5t0 

Yet  there  ia  not  her  won ;  but  here  with  us 

About  the  borders  of  our  rich  Coshma, 

Now  made  of  Maa,  the  nymph  delitioua. 

Ne  lesse  praiwworthie  fiure  Nesra  is, 

Necra  ours,  not  theirs,  though  there  she  be ;      525 

For  of  the  famous  Shure,  the  nymph  she  is, 

For  high  desert,  advannst  to  that  aegree. 

She  ia  the  bloaome  of  grace  and  eurtesie. 

Adorned  with  all  honourable  parts : 

She  is  the  braanch  of  true  nobilitie,  530 

Belov'd  of  high  and  low  with  iaithftiU  harts. 

Ne  lesse  praiswortbie  Stella  do  I  read. 

Though  nought  my  praises  of  her  needed  arre, 

Whom  verse  of  noblest  sfaepbeard  lately  dead 

Hath  praia'd  and  raia'd  above  each  other  starre.  535 

Ne  lease  praiawortbie  are  the  aisters  three, 

The  honor  of  the  noble  familie: 

Of  which  I  meanest  boaat  my  aelfe  to  be, 

And  most  that  unto  them  I  am  ao  nie ; " 

Phyllis,  Chaiillia,  and  aweet  Amaryllia.  540 

Phyllia,  the  fture,  ia  eldeat  of  the  tliree : 

The  next  to  her  ia  bountifuU  Cbarillia : 

But  tb'  yonngeat  is  the  highest  in  degree. 

PhjUis,  the  floure  of  rsia  perfection, 

Faire  apreadin^  forth  her  leavea  with  freah  delight. 

That,  with  their  beantiea  amoroua  reflexion,        546 

Bereave  of  aenoe  each  raah  beholders  sight 

But  sweet  ChariUis  ia  the  paragone 

Of  peerlesse  pice,  and  ornament  of  praiae, 

Admj^'d  of  all,  yet  envied  of  none,  550 

I'hrough  the  myld  temperance  of  her  g^oodly  raies. 

Thrise  bappie  do  I  hold  thee,  noble  swaine. 

The  which  art  of  ao  rich  a  apoile  possest. 

And,  it  embracing  deaze  without  disdaiiie, 

Haat  aole  posseesion  in  so  chaste  a  breast :  555 

Of  all  the  ahephearda  daughters  which  there  bee. 

And  yet  there  be  the  faireat  under  akie. 

Or  that  elsewhere  I  ever  yet  did  see, 

A  fairer  nymph  yet  never  aaw  mine  eie : 

She  is  the  pride  and  primrose  of  the  rest,  560 

Made  by  the  Maker  selfe  to  be  admired ; 

And  like  a  goodly  beacon  high  addrest, 

lliat  ia  with  aparka  of  hevenlie  beautie  fired. 

But  Amaryllia,  whether  fortunate 

Or  else  unfortunate  may  I  aread,  665 

That  freed  ia  from  Cupida  yoke  by  fate. 

Since  which  ahe  doth  new  oenda  adventure  dread  ;— 

Shepheard,  whatever  thou  haat  heard  to  be 

In  uis  or  that  prayed  diveraly  apart, 

In  her  tliou  maiat  them  all  aasembled  see,  570 

And  seald  up  in  the  thrsaaure  of  her  hart. 

Ne  thee  leaae  worthie,  gentle  Flavia, 

For  thy  chaste  life  and  vertue  1  esteeme : 

Ne  thee  leaae  worthie,  curteoua  Candida, 

For  thy  true  love  and  loyaltie  I  deeme.  575 

Beaides  yet  many  mo  that  Cynthia  serve. 

Right  noble  nymphs,  and  high  to  be  commended : 

•  But,  if  I  all  ahoiud  praiae  aa  they  deserve, 
«This  sun  would  frile  me  ere  I  halfe  had  ended. 

Therefure,  in  cloeure  of  a  thankful!  mynd,  580 

I  deeme  it  beat  to  hold  eternally 
Their  bounteoua  deeds  and  noble  favoura  abrynd. 
Then  by  discourse  them  to  indtgnifie." 

•  So  having  said,  Aglaura  him  beapake : 

•"  Colin,  well  worthie  were  those  goodly  favoura  585 

•  Beatowd  on  thee,  that  ao  of  them  doest  make» 
And  them  requiteat  with  thy  thankful!  laboura. 

tBut  of  great  Cyntbiaea  goodnease,  and  high  grace, 
I  Finiah  the  atone  which  thou  haat  begunne." 


^      **  More  eatb  (qnofth  he)  it  m  in  toeh  •  ease    590 
i  How  to  begin,  then  know  how  to  ha^e  donno. 
For  erorie  gift,  and  ererie  goodly  meed. 
Which  she  uo  me  heetowd,  demannda  a  day ; 
And  evene  day,  in  which  aha  did  a  deed, 
Demaunda  a  yeare  it  duly  to  diaplay.  595 

»  Her  worda  were  like  a  atreame  of  honny  fleeting, 
The  which  doth  aoftly  trickle  from  the  hire : 
Hahle  to  melt  the  hi>arera  heart  nnweetiog. 
And  eke  to  make  the  dead  againe  aliTe. 

^  Her  deeda  were  like  great  duatera  of  ripe  grapea,  600 
Which  load  the  bonchea  of  the  fruitful!  rine  ; 
Offring  to  fall  into  each  mouth  that  gapea, 
And  fill  the  aame  with  atore  of  time^  wine. 

«  Her  lookea  were  like  beamea  of  the  morning  aun. 
Forth  looking  through  the  windowea  of  the  east,  605 
When  firat  the  fleecie  cattell  ha^e  heg^n 
Upon  the  period  graaae  to  make  their  feaat. 

.  Her  thoughta  are  like  the  fume  of  franckinoenee, 
Which  from  a  golden  eenier  forth  doth  riae, 
And  throwing  forth  aweet  odoura  mounta    fro 

theaoe  610 

In  rolling  globea  up  to  the  yaulted  akiea. 
There  ahe  beholds,  with  high  aapii ing  thought, 
The  cradle  of  her  owne  oreation, 
Emongst  the  aeata  of  angela  hearenly  wrought. 
Much  like  an  angell  in  lul  forme  ana  faahion."    615 

^      '*  Colin,  (aaid  Cuddy  then)  thou  haat  forgot 

"  Thy  selfe,  me  aeemea,  too  much,  to  mount  ao  hie : 
Such  loftie  flight  base  ahepheard  seemeth  not, 

«  From  flocks  and  fields,  to  angela  and  to  aide/' 

"  True  (answered  he)  but  her  great  excellence,  6f  0 

,  Lifts  me  abo^e  the  measure  of  my  might 
l*hat  being  fild  with  ftirious  insolence, 
I  feele  my  selfe  like  one  yrapt  in  spright 

«  For  when  I  thinke  of  her,  as  oft  I  ought, 

%  I'hen  want  1  worda  to  apeake  it  fitly  torth  6S5 

Andy  when  I  speake  of  her  what  1  hare  thought, 
I  cannot  thinke  according  to  her  worth. 
Yet  will  I  thinke  of  her,  yet  will  I  speake, 
8o  long  as  life  my  limbs  doth  hold  together  ; 
And,  when  as  death  these  ritall  bands  shall  breake. 
Her  name  recorded  I  will  leave  for  ever.  651 

Her  name  in  every  tree  I  will  endosse, 
lliat,  aa  the  treea  do  grow,  her  name  may  grow : 
And  in  the  ground  each  where  will  it  engrosse, 
And  fill  with  atones,  that  all  men  may  it  know.  655 
The  apeaking  wooda,  and  murmuring  waters  fall. 
Her  name  He  teaeh  in  knowen  termea  to  fiame : 
And  eke  my  lamba,  when  for  their  dama  they  call, 

'  He  teach  to  oall  for  Cjrnthia  by  name. 

.  And,  long  while  after  I  am  dead  and  rotl«n,        640 
Amongst  the  ahephearda  daughters  dancing  rownd, 

«  My  layea  made  of  her  shall  not  be  forgotten, 

*  But  aung  by  them  with  flowry  gyrlonds  crownd. 
And  ye,  who  so  ye  be,  that  shall  survive. 
When  as  ye  her  memory  renewed,  645 

Be  witnease  of  her  bonntie  here  alive. 
Which  ahe  to  Colin  her  poors  ahepheard  ahewed.** 

^     Much  was  the  whole  assembly  of  those  hearda 

.  Moov'd  at  his  speech,  ao  feelingly  he  spake : 
And  stood  awhile  aatonisht  at  his  words,  650 

^  TiU  Thestylis  at  last  their  ailenoe  bnke, 

.    Saying :  <*  Why  Colin,  ainoe  thou  foundst  such  grace 
With  Cjnthia  and  all  her  noble  crew ; 

^  Why  didst  thou  ever  leave  that  happie  place, 
In  which  such  wealth  might  unto  that  aoorair ;  655 
And  back  retunedat  to  this  barrein  ioyle, 
Where  eold  and  oara  and  penury  do  dwell, 
Hera  to  keep  aheepe,  with  hunger  and  with  toyle  T 
Moat  wretcned  he,  that  U  iod  oif**^ 


"  Happie  iadeed  (aaid  Colin)  I  him  hold,        €6^ 
»That  may  that  bleaaed  presence  still  enioy, 
Of  fortune  and  of  envy  uacomptrold, 
Which  still  are  wont  most  happie  atates  t'annoy : 
«  But  [,  by  that  which  little  whue  I  prooved, 
\8ome  part  of  those  enormities  did  see,  665 

The  which  in  court  continually  hooved, 
And  foUowd  those  which  happie  aeemd  to  bee. 
•^Therefore  I,  ailly  man,  whose  former  dayea 
tHad  in  rude  fiel<is  bene  altogether  spent, 
)  Durst  not  sdventure  such  unknowen  wsyes,       670 
Nor  trust  the  guile  of  fortunes  blandishment  j 
But  rather  choae  back  to  my  sheep  to  toume* 
Whoae  utmost  hardnease  I  before  had  tryde, 
«Then,  having  leamd  repentance  late,  to  monme 
« Emongst  thoise  wretches  which  1  there  deacryde." 
*     "  Shepheard,  (said  Theatvlis)  it  seems  of  apigbt 
•Thou  speakest  thua  gainst  their  folicitie,  677 

Which  thou  envieat,  rather  then  of  right 
That  ought  in  them  Uameworthie  thou  doest  ■pte." 
"  Cause  have  I  none  (quoth  he)  of  caocred  will 
>  To  quite  them  ill,  that  me  demeand  ao  well :      68] 
But  selfe-regard  of  private  good  or  ill 
Moves  me  of  each,  ao  as  I  found,  to  tell 
And  eke  to  wame  yong  ahephearda  wandring  wit. 
Which,  through  report  of  that  Uvea  painted  bUsse,  685 
Abandon  quiet  home  to  seeke  for  it, 
And  leave  their  lambes  to  loaae  misled  amisse. 
^For,  sooth  to  say,  it  is  no  sort  of  life, 
•For  shepheard  nt  to  lead  in  that  aame  plaoe. 
Where  each  one  seeks  with  malioe,  and  with  strife. 
To  thrust  downe  other  into  foule  dbgmce,  691 

Himselfe  to  raise  :  and  he  doth  aoonest  risa 
That  best  can  handle  his  deceitfull  wit 
In  subtil  shifts,  and  fineat  aleighta  devise. 
Either  by  slaundring  his  well-deemed  name,       695 
Through  leaainga  lewd,  and  fained  forgerie  ; 
Or  else  by  breeding  him  some  blot  of  bhune» 
By  creepmg  close  into  his  secrecie ; 
To  which  mm  needs  a  guilefull  hollow  hart, 
Maaked  with  fairs  diasembling  ourtesie,  700 

A  filed  toung,  fumisht  with  tearmea  of  art. 
No  art  of  scuoole,  but  oourtiera  sehooleiy. 
«For  arts  of  schoole  have  there  email  oountenanoe, 
•Counted  but  toyea  to  buaie  ydle  biaioea ; 
And  there  profeasours  find  small  mainteoance,    705 
But  to  be  instnimenta  of  ochera  gainea. 
•  Ne  ia  there  place  for  any  gentle  wit, 
•Unleaae,  to  please,  it  aelfo  it  can  applie  ; 
But  ahouldred  is,  or  out  of  doora  quite  ahit. 
As  base,  or  blunt,  unmeet  for  melodie.  TIO 

For  each  mans  worth  is  measured  by  hta  weed. 
As  harta  by  homes,  or  aaaea  by  their  earea : 
Yet  asaes  been  not  all  whoae  earaa  ezoeed. 
Nor  yet  all  harts  that  homea  the  higheat  bearsa. 
For  higheat  lookea  have  not  the  highest  niynd,  715 
Nor  hau^tie  worda  most  full  of  hidbest  thoughts 
But  are  tike  bladdera  bloweo  up  wioi  wynd, 
That  being  prickt  do  vanish  into  noughta. 
Even  such  is  all  their  vaunted  vamtie, 
Nought  else  but  smoke,  that  fumeth  soooa  «!wmy ;  7t0 
Such  ia  their  gloria  that  in  simple  «ie 
Seeme  greatest,  when  their  gaimenia  aira  moat  gaj. 
So  they  tbemaelves  for  praaae  of  Ibolea  do  aiaU^ 
And  all  their  wealth  Ibrpamting  on  a  wall ; 
With  price  whereof  they  bny  a  j^oldeA  belL         Tt5 
And  purchaee  highest  rownies  m  bowreand  liafi  : 
Whiles  aingle  Tnith  and  aimple  Hooestis 
Do  wandar  up  and  downe  deapyaM  of  bQ  ; 
Their  plaine  actavs  each  glorious  gaUanur 
I  DisdsuMBSo^  -th«&iAdo(hoilL*7aO 
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'*  Ah  <  Colm,  (then  said  Hobbinol)  the  blame 
Which  thou  imputest,  is  too  general!. 
As  if  not  aoy  gentle  wit  of  name 
Nor  honest  mynd  might  there  be  found  at  til. 
For  well  I  wot,  sith  f  my  selfe  was  there,  735 

To  wait  on  Lobbin,  (Lobbin  well  thou  knewest,) 
Full  many  worthie  ones  then  waiting  were. 
As  ever  else  in  princes  court  thou  vewest. 
l)f  which,  among  you  many  yet  remaine. 
Whose  names  I  cannot  readily  now  gfaesse :        740 
Thoee  that  poore  sutors  pepen  do  retaine. 
And  those  Uiat  skill  of  medicine  professe, 
And  those  that  do  to  C3rnthia  expound 
The  ledden  of  strannge  languages  in  charge : 
For  Cynthia  doth  in  sciences  abound,  745 

And  gives  to  their  professors  stipends  large. 
Therefore  uniusUy  thou  doest  wyte  them  all. 
For  timt  which  thou  mislikedst  m  a  few." 

•  **  Blame  is  (quoth  he)  more  blamelesse  generall. 
Then  that  whicn  private  eirours  doth  pursew ;  750 
For  well  I  wot,  that  there  amongst  them  bee 

«  Full  many  persons  of  right  worthie  parts. 
Both  for  report  of  spotlesse  honestie. 
And  for  profession  of  all  learned  arts, 

»  Whose  praise  hereby  no  whit  impaired  is,  755 

Though  blame  do  light  on  those  that  faultie  bee ; 
For  all  the  rest  do  most-what  fiir  amis, 
And  yet  their  owne  misfaring  wiUnot see : 
For  either  they  be  puffed  up  with  pride, 
Or  fraught  with  envie  that  their  galls  do  sweU,   760 
Or  they  their  dayee  to  ydlenesae  divide, 
Or  drownded  lie  in  pleasures  waBtefull  well. 
In  which  like  moldwarps  nousling  still  they  lurke, 
UnmindfuU  of  chiefe  parts  of  manlinesse ; 
And  do  themselves,  for  want  of  other  worke,      765 
Vaine  rotaries  of  laesie  Love  profease. 
Whose  service  high  so  basely  they  enMW, 
Tliat  Cupid  selfe  of  them  ashamed  is, 
And,  mus'ring  dl  his  men  in  Venus  rew, 
Denies  them  quite  for  senritors  of  his/'  770 

•  '*  And  is  Love  then  (said  Corvlas)  once  knowne 
«  In  court,  and  his  sweet  lore  professed  there  1 

•  1  weened  sure  he  was  our  god  alone, 

«  And  only  woond  in  fields  and  forests  here  :'* 

•  **  Not  so,  (quoth  he)  Love  most  aboundeth  there. 
For  all  the  walls  and  idndows  there  are  writ,  776 
All  full  of  love,  and  love,  and  love  my  deare. 

And  all  their  talke  andstudie  is  of  it. 
Ne  any  there  doth  brave  or  valiant  seeme, 
Unlesse  that  tome  gay  mistresse  badge  he  bearea : 
Ne  any  one  himselfe  doth  ought  eateeme,  781 

UoleMe  he  swim  in  love  up  to  the  eares. 

I  Bat  they  of  Love,  and  of  his  sacred  lere, 

I  (As  it  sibould  be)  all  otherwise  devise. 
Then  we  poore  shepheards  are  accustomd  here,  785 

•  And  him  do  sue  and  serve  all  otherwise. 

•  For  with  lewd  speeches,  and  licentious  deeds, 

•  His  mightie  mysteries  they  do  prophane, 
And  use  his  ydle  name  to  other  needs. 

Bates  m  complement  for  courting  vaine.  790 

•  So  htm  they  do  not  serve  as  they  profease, 

•  Bnt  make  mm  senre  to  them  for  sordid  uses : 

Ah !  my  dread  lord,  that  doest  liege  hearts  possesse, 

Avenge  thy  selfe  on  them  for  their  abuses. 

Bat  we  poore  shepheards  whether  rightly  so,      795 

Or  through  our  mdenesse  into  errour  led, 

I)o  make  religion  how  we  rashly  go 

To  senre  thst  god,  that  is  so  greaUy  dred  ; 

For  him  the  greatest  of  the  gods  we  deeme, 

Bomv  wtthoot  syre  or  couples  of  one  kynd  ^       800 


For  Venus  selfe  doth  soly  couples  seeme, 
Both  male  and  female  through  eommixture  ioyned  i 
So  pure  and  spotlesse  Cupid  forth  she  brought. 
And  in  the  gardens  of  Adonis  nurst : 
Where  growing  he  his  owne  perfection  wrought,  805 
And  shortly  was  of  all  the  gods  the  first. 
Then  ^ot  he  bow  and  ahafta  of  gold  and  lead. 
In  which  so  fell  and  puissant  he  grew, 
That  love  himselfe  fats  powre  began  to  dread. 
And,  taking  up  to  heaven,  him  godded  new.       810 
From  thence  he  shootes  his  srrowes  every  where 
Into  the  world,  at  randon  as  he  will, 
On  us  fraile  men,  his  wretched  yassals  here 
Like  as  himselfe  us  pleaseth  save  or  spilL 
So  we  him  worship,  so  we  him  sdore  815 

With  humble  hearts  to  heaven  uplifted  hie 
That  to  true  lores  he  may  us  evermore 
Preferre,  and  of  their  grace  us  digaifie : 
Ne  is  there  shepheard,  ne  yet  shepheards  swains. 
What  ever  feeds  in  forest  or  in  field,  820 

That  dare  with  evil  deed  or  leasing  vaine 
Blaspheme  his  povne,  or  termes  unworthie  yield." 
I     "  Shepheard,  it  seemes  that  some  celestiall  rage 
« Of  Love  (quoth  Cuddy)  is  bresth'd  into  thy  brest, 
^hat  powreth  forth  these  oneles  so  sage  825 

Of  that  high  powre,  wherewith  thou  art  poasest. 
But  never  wist  I  till  this  present  day, 
Albe  of  Love  I  alwayes  hamUy  deemed. 
That  he  was  sueh  an  one,  as  thou  doest  asy« 
And  so  religiously  to  be  esteemsdi  830 

Well  may  it  seeme,  by  this  thy  deep  *nsight, 
That  of  that  god  the  priest  thou  shouldest  bee  * 
So  well  thou  wot*8t  tne  myterie  of  his  might, 
As  if  his  godhead  thou  diast  present  see*" 
*    "  Of  Lores  perfection  perfiictly  to  speaks,       835 

•  Or  of  his  nature  rightly  to  define, 

*  Indeed  (said  Colin)  posseth  reasons  reach. 

And  needs  his  priest  t'  esprease  his  powre  divins. 

For  long  before  the  world  he  was  ybore, 

And  bred  above  in  Venua  bosoms  deare  :  040 

For  by  his  powre  the  world  was  made  of  yore. 

And  ^1  that  therein  wondrous  doth  sppeareu 

For  how  should  else  things  so  fer  from  «tUMis» 

And  so  great  enemies  as  of  them  bee. 

Be  ever  dnwne  together  into  one  845 

And  taught  in  such  accordance  to  agree? 

Through  him  the  cold  began  to  covet  heat. 

And  water  fire ;  the  light  to  mount  on  hie. 

And  th'  heavie  downe  to  neize ;  the  hungry  t*  est 

And  Yoydnease  to  aeeke  full  satietie.  850 

So,  being  former  foes,  they  wexed  firiends. 

And  gan  by  litis  leame  to  lore  each  other : 

So,  being  Imit,  they  brought  forth  other  kynds 

Out  of  the  fruitful!  wom&  of  their  great  mother. 

Then  first  gan  heaven  out  of  darknesse  dread     655 

For  to  appeare,  and  brought  forth  ohearfiill  day : 

Next  gan  the  earth  to  shew  her  naked  head. 

Out  of  deep  watere  which  her  drownd  alway : 

And,  ahorUy  after,  everie  living  wi^^ht 

Crept  forth  like  wormes  out  of  her  slimie  nature.  860 

Soone  as  on  them  the  sun's  life-g^viuff  light 

Had  powred  kindly  heat  and  formall  feature. 

Thenceforth  they  gan  each  one  his  like  to  loye. 

And  like  himselfe  desire  for  to  beget : 

The  lyon  chose  his  mate,  the  turtle  dore  865 

Her  aeare,  the  dolphin  his  owne  dolphinet ; 

But  man,  that  had  the  sparke  of  reasons  might 

More  then  tl3e  rest  to  rule  his  paasion. 

Chose  for  his  lore  the  feirest  in  his  sight. 

Like  as  himselfe  was  feirest  by  creation  i  870 
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«  For  berati*  w  the  b«)rt  wluoh  with  delieht 
« Doth  man  iniirB  for  to  vohm  hii  kjnd ; 
Betatio,  the  burning  Imp  of  hMT«ns  light. 
Darting  her  betmM  into  each  feeble  mjnd : 
Against  whoee  powra,  nor  God  nor  man  can  Afnd  875 
Defence,  ne  wud  the  dannger  of  the  wound ; 
But,  being  hurt,  aeeke  to  be  medicTud 
Of  her  that  f&nt  did  stir  that  mortaU  stowad. 
Then  do  they  cry  and  call  to  lore  apace, 
With  praiers  lowd  importuning  the  skie,  880 

Whence  he  them  heares ;  and,  when  he  listshew  giioey 
Does  grannt  them  grace  that  otherwise  would  die. 
*»  So  Lore  is  lord  of  all  the  world  by  right, 
«  And  rules  their  creatures  by  his  powrfull  saw : 
•  All  being  made  the  ▼assails  of  his  might,  885 

,  Through  secret  senoe  which  therto  doth  them  draw. 
Thus  oaght  all  lorera  of  their  lord  to  deeme ; 
And  with  chaste  heart  to  honor  him  alway : 
But  who  so  else  doth  otherwise  estesne. 
Are  outlawea,  and  his  bra  do  disobey.  890 

For  their  desbe  is  base,  and  doth  not  merit 
The  name  of  lore,  but  of  disloyall  lust  x 
Ne  mongst  true  loiers  they  sliall  place  inherit^ 
But  as  exuls  out  of  his  court  be  thrust." 

So  haying  said,  Melissa  spake  at  wiU ;  ~         895 
"  Colin,  thou  now  full  deepeijr  hast  dirynd 
Of  Lore  and  beautie ;  and,  with  wondrous  skill. 
Hast  Cupid  selfe  depsinted  in  his  kynd. 
To  thee  are  all  true  lorers  greatly  bound, 
That  doest  their  cause  so  mightily  defend :  900 

But  most,  all  women  are  thy  debtors  found. 
That  doeet  their  bountie  still  so  much  commend. 

"  That  ill  (ssid  Hobbinol)  they  him  requite. 
For  ha\  ing  lored  e?er  one  most  dears : 
He  is  repayd  with  scome  and  foule  despite,       905 
Thstyrkes  each  gentle  heart  which  it  doth  hears." 
«      "  Ijideed  (said  Lucid)  I  have  often  heard 

•  Faire  Rosalind  of  diTers  fowly  bhuned 

«  For  being  to  that  swaine  too  cruell  hard ; 
^That  her  bright  gloria  else  hath  much  defiuned.  910 
«But  who  can  tell  what  cause  had  that  fiure  mayd 
•To  use  htm  so  that  used  her  so  well; 

*  Or  who  with  blame  can  lastly  her  upbrayd* 


^For  loriag  not  ?  ibr  who  can  love  ooo^sQ  f 
And,  aoom  to  wy,  it  is  foolhardie  thing,  915 

RaaUy  to  wytan  creatursa  so  diiine ; 
For  demigoos  they  be  and  first  did  spring 
From  heaven,  though  graft  in  frailnesse  ramimnOto 
And  well  I  woto,  that  oft  I  heard  it  spoken. 
How  one,  that  fSdreat  Helene  did  reviloi  9f0 

Through  indgement  of  the  goda  to  been  ywroken. 
Lost  both  his  eves  and  so  remmd  long  while. 
Till  he  rscantsa  Imd  his  wicked  times. 
And  made  amenda  to  her  with  treble  praise. 
Beware  thorafore,  ye  groomee,  I  reaa  bethnes,    9f5 
How  raaUy  blame  of  Rosslind  ye  niae." 

"  Ah  I  shepheards,  (then  said  Colin)  ye  ne  weet 
How  great  a  guilt  upon  your  heads  ye  dnw, 
To  mue  so  wM  a  aoome,  with  words  unmeet. 
Of  things  cdettiall  which  ye  never  saw.  9S0 

For  ahe  is  not  like  ss  the  other  crew 
Of  shepheards  daughters  which  emongst  you 

bee. 
But  of  divine  regard  and  hecvsoly  hew. 
Excelling  aU  that  ever  ye  did  aee. 
Not  then  to  her  that  scorned  thing  so  bese,         9S5 
But  to  my  selfe  the  blame  that  lookt  so  hie : 
So  hie  her  thoughts  aa  ahe  her  selfs  have  place. 
And  loath  eeoh  lowly  thing  with  loftie  eie. 
Yet  so  much  grace  let  her  vouchsale  to  grant 
To  aimple  awaine,  aith  her  I  may  not  love :        9S0 
Yet  that  I  may  her  honour  paravant, 
And  praise  her  worth,  tiiough  far  my  wit  above. 
Such  grsoe  ahall  be  aome  guerdon  for  the  griefe. 
And  long  afiiction  which  I  have  endured : 
Such  grace  sometimes  shall  give  me  some  reliefe,  945 
And  ease  of  punc  which  cannot  be  recored. 
And  ve,  mv  mllow  shepheards,  which  do  see 
And  hear  tne  laxu;uorB  of  my  too  long  dying. 
Unto  the  world  tor  ever  witnesse  bee. 
That  here  I  die,  noueht  to  the  world  denying,    950 
This  simple  trophe  of  her  great  conauest."-^ 

So,  having  ended,  he  firom  nouna  did  rise ; 
And  after  him  uprose  eke  aU  ue  rest : 
All  loth  to  part,  but  that  the  glooming  skies 
Wamd  them  to  dxmw  their  bkSting  flocks  to  raat  955 
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Wbomo'd,  yet  not  daring  to  expnue  ray  ptino. 
To  yon  (great  lord)  the  eanaer  of  my  caw, 
In  elowdie  tearea  my««se  I  thua  complaine 
Unto  yonr  aelfe,  that  onely  privie  are. 

But  if  that  any  (Edipua  unware 
Shall  channce,  through  power  of  aome  dinning  apright, 
To  leade  the  aecrete  of  thia  riddle  rare. 
And  know  the  purporte  of  my  erill  plip^ht ; 
Let  him  reat  pleased  with  hia  owne  iosight, 
Ne  further  aeeke  to  ^lose  ni>on  the  text : 
For  griefe  enough  it  is  to  grieved  wight 
To  (eele  hia  fault,  and  not  he  further  vext 

But  what  ao  by  my  aelfe  may  not  be  ahowen. 
May  by  thia  Gnatt's  complainl  be  eaaily  knowen. 


Wi  now  Imtb  pliyde,  A,.guatna  wantonly, 

Tuung  oar  song  unto  a  tender  muse, 

And,fik»  n  eobweb  wearing  alenderly, 

Hare  ooely  pftayde :  let  iLm  much  then  exeuae 

Thk  Gnnta  small  poeme,  that  th'  whole  historie 

Is  hot  n  iert,  though  envie  it  abuse : 

But  who  such  sporu  and  awf  et  delipphtB  doth  blame, 

M*^  lighter  socimo  thsk  ^in  Gnats  idle  name. 


HersaAer,  when  as  season  more  secure 
ShsU  bring  forth  fron.  dbs  muse  shsll  speak  to  thee 
In  bigger  notes,  that  may  thy  aenae  allure, 
AndMr  thy  worth  firame  aome  fit  poesie : 
The  golden  ofspring  •!  Latona  pure. 
And  orasment  of  mat  lorea  nrogenie, 
Pboebns,  ahaH  be  UM  amtior  ot  my  song. 
Pitying  oaiTtf-^  harp  with  vl^^  strong. 


in. 

He  ahaU  inspire  my  rerse  with  gentle  mood 
Of  poet's  prince,  whether  he  woon  beside 
Faire  Xantoua  aprinded  with  Chimseras  blood; 
Or  in  the  wooda  of  Aatery  abide ; 
Or  whereas  mount  Pamaaae,  the  muses  brood. 
Doth  his  broad  forhead  like  two  homes  diyide. 
And  the  aweete  warea  of  sounding  Castaly 
With  liquid  foote  doth  alide  downe  easily. 

IT. 

Whersfore  je  sisters,  which  the  glorie  bee 
Of  the  Pierian  atreamea,  &ire  naiadea. 
Go  too ;  and  dauncinsr  all  in  companie, 
Adome  that  god :  ana  thou  holie  Pales, 
To  whome  the  honest  care  of  husbandrie 
Retumeth  by  continuall  auccease,  ...  , 

Hare  care  for  to  poraue  his  footing  Kght        \^^ 
Through  the  wide  wooda^dgroTea,withgre«o  lesTei 
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FroltMtnff  thee  I  lifted  am  aloft 

Betwixt  the  forreat  wide  and  atarrie  akj  : 

And  thoo,  moat  dread  OctaTius,  which  oft 

To  learned  wits  giT*8t  courage  worthily, 

O  come,  thou  aacred  childe,  come  sliding  aoft, 

And  farour  my  hegionin^  graciously  : 

For  not  theae  feavea  do  smg  that  dreadfull  atonnd, 

When  giants  hloud  did  staine  Phlegnean  ground. 

▼I. 

Now  how  th'  halfe  horsy  people,  Centaures  hight. 
Fought  with  the  hloudie  Lapithaea  at  bord  ; 
Nor  how  the  Eaat  with  tyranona  deepigbt 
Burnt  th'  Attick  towres,  and  people  ^lew  with  aword ; 
Nor  how  mount  Athoa  through  exceeding  might 
Was  digged  downe  ;  nor  yron  bands  abord 
The  Pontick  sea  by  their  huge  navy  cast ; 
My  Tolume  shall  renowne,  so  long  since  past. 

TII. 

Nor  Hellespont  trampled  with  horses  feete, 
When  flocking  Persians  did  the  Greeks  affray  : 
But  my  soft  muse,  as  for  her  power  more  meete, 
Delights  (with  Phoebus  friendly  leare)  to  play 
An  easie  running  verse  with  tender  feete. 
And  thou,  dread  sacred  child,  to  thee  alway 
Let  everlasting  lightsome  glory  strive, 
Through  the  worlds  endles  ages  to  survive. 

vtn. 

And  let  an  happie  roome  remaine  for  thee 
Monest  heavenly  ranks,  where  blessed  soules  do  rest ; 
And  let  long  lasting  life  with  ioyous  glee. 
As  thy  due  meede  that  thou  deservest  best. 
Hereafter  many  yeares  remembred  be 
Amongst  good  men,  of  whom  thou  oft  art  bleat ; 
Live  thou  for  ever  in  all  happinease  ! 
But  let  us  tume  to  our  first  businesse. 

IX. 

The  fieiy  snn  was  mounted  now  on  bight 
Up  to  the  heavenly  towers,  and  ahot  each  where 
Out  of  his  golden  charet  glistering  light ; 
And  fay  re  Aurora,  with  her  rosie  heare, 
The  hatefull  darknea  now  had  put  to  flight ; 
When  as  the  sbepheard,  seeing  day  appeara. 
His  little  goats  gan  drive  out  of  their  stalla. 
To  feede  abroad,  where  paature  best  befalls. 


To  an  high  mountaines  top  he  with  them  went, 
Where  thickest  grease  did  cloath  the  open  bills  : 
They  now  amongat  the  woods  and  thickets  ment. 
Now  in  the  valletes  wandriog  at  their  wills. 
Spread  themselres  farre  abroad  through  each  descent; 
Some  on  the  soft  greene  graase  feeding  their  fills ; 
Some,  clambrin^  uirough  the  hollow  cliffes  on  by, 
Nibble  the  bushie  ahrubs  which  growe  thereby. 

XX. 

Others  the  ntmoat  boughs  of  trees  doe  crop, 
And  brouxe  the  woodbine  twines  that  freshly  bud 
Thia  with  full  bit  doth  catch  Uie  utmost  top 
Of  some  aoft  willow,  or  new  growen  stud  ; 
7  his  with  sharpe  teeth  the  bramble  leaves  doth  lop, 
And  ohaw  the  tender  prickles  in  her  cud ; 
*J  be  whiles  another  high  doth  overlooke 
Jiar  owne  like  image  in  a  ohristall  brookoi 


O  the  gTMt  happinea,  which  ahepheaids  have. 
Who  ao  loathea  not  too  much  the  poore  estate. 
With  minde  that  ill  nae  doth  before  deprave, 
Ne  measures  all  things  by  the  costly  rete 
Of  riotise,  and  semblanta  outward  breve  I 
No  auch  sad  cares,  aa  wont  to  macerate 
And  rend  the  greedie  mindes  of  coretous  men, 
Do  ever  creepe  into  the  shephearda  den. 

xin. 

Ne  earea  he  if  the  fleece,  which  him  arayes. 

Be  not  twice  steeped  in  Assyrian  dye ; 

Ne  glistering  of  goldes,  which  undenayea 

The  summer  beames,  doe  blinde  his  gazing  eye, 

Ne  pictures  beautie,  nor  the  glauncing  nyes 

Of  precious  stooes,  whence  no  good  commeth  by  ; 

Ne  yet  his  cup  embost  with  imsgery 

Of  Bcetus  or  of  Alcons  yanity. 

XIV. 

Ne  ought  the  whelk^  pearles  esteemeth  bee. 
Which  are  from  Indian  seas  brought  hr  away 
But  with  pure  brest  from  careful!  sorrow  bw, 
On  tlie  soft  grasse  his  limbs  doth  oft  display, 
In  sweete  spring  time,  when  flowres  varietie 
With  sundrie  colours  paints  the  sprinokled  lay  * 
There,  lying  all  at  ease  from  guile  or  spight. 
With  pype  of  fennie  reedea  doth  him  delight. 

XV. 

There  be,  lord  of  himselfe,  with  palme  bedight. 
His  looser  locks  doth  wrap  in  wreath  of  vine  : 
There  his  milk-dropping  goats  be  his  delight. 
And  fhiitefull  pales,  and  the  forrest  greene. 
And  darkesome  oavea  in  pleasaunt  valliea  pight, 
Wheraa  oontinuall  fliiade  is  to  be  aeene, 
And  where  fresh  springing  wells,  as  chnatall  neate. 
Do  alwayes  flow,  to  quench  bis  thintie  heate. 

xvt. 

O !  who  can  lead  then  a  more  happie  life 

I'han  he,  that  with  deane  minde,  and  heart  sincere. 

No  greedy  richea  knowea  nor  hloudie  strife. 

No  deadly  fight  of  wsrlick  fleete  doth  feare ; 

Ne  runs  in  perill  of  foes  crnell  knife. 

That  in  the  sacred  templea  he  may  reare 

A  tropbee  of  his  glittering  apoyles  and  treasure. 

Or  may  abound  in  riches  above  measure. 

xvn. 

Of  him  his  God  iswonhipt  with  his  sythe, 
And  not  with  skill  of  craftsman  polished : 
He  ioyes  in  grores,  and  makes  himselfe  foil  blytbe 
With  sundrie  flowera  in  wilde  fieldes  gathered ; 
Ne  frankincens  he  from  Pancha»a  buyth  : 
Sweete  Quiet  harbonre  in  bis  harmeles  bead. 
And  perfect  Pleasure  buildes  her  ioyous  bowre, 
Free  from  sad  cares,  that  rich  mens  hearts  devowre^ 

xvuc. 

This  all  his  care,  this  all  his  whole  inderour. 
To  this  his  minde  and  aenses  he  dorh  bend. 
How  he  may  flow  in  quiets  matchlea  treasovrt 
Content  with  snv  food  that  God  dotb  send ; 
And  how  his  limbs,  resoIvM  through  idle  Uisour 
Unto  sweete  sleepe  he  may  securely  \end. 
In  some  coole  shadow  from  the  scorching  heat^ 
'i  be  whiles  his  flock  their  chawed  cuds  do  •«!«• 
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O  floeks»  O  fiones,  and  O  ye  plauaunt  spring 
Of  Ttfinpe,  where  the  countrey  nymphs  are  rife. 
Through  whose  not  costly  careeecb  shepbeard  sin^^a, 
As  merrie  notes  upon  his  rusticke  fife, 
As  that  Ascrcan  bard,  whose  fame  now  rings 
Through  the  wide  world,  and  leads  as  ioyfull  life ; 
Free  from  all  tronbles  and  from  worldly' toyle. 
In  which  fond  men  doe  all  their  dayea  tuxmoyle. 


In  such  delights  wbilst  thus  his  carelesse  time 
This  shepbeard  drires,  opleaning  on  bis  batt. 
And  on  shrill  reedes  cbaunting  bia  rustick  rime ; 
Hyperion,  throwing  foorth  his  beames  full  hott. 
Into  the  highest  top  of  heaven  gan  olime. 
And,  the  world  parting  by  an  equall  lott. 
Did  shed  his  whirling  flames  on  either  side, 
As  tbe  great  Ocean  doth  bimaelfe  di?ide. 

XXI. 

Then  gan  the  ahepheard  gather  into  one 
His  stragliog  goates,  and  draye  them  to  a  foord. 
Whose  casnile  streame,  rombling  in  pible  stone. 
Crept  under  mosse  as  greene  as  any  goord. 
Now  bad  the  aun  bulfe  heayen  oyergone. 
When  be  his  beard  back  from  that  water  foord 
Drayei  from  tbe  force  of  Phcebua  boyling  ray. 
Into  thick  shadowes,  there  themselves  to  lay, 

xxu. 

8oone  as  be  them  plao*d  in  thy  sacred  wood 
(O  Delian  goddesse)  saw,  to  which  of  yore 
Came  tbe  bad  daughter  of  old  Cadmus  brood, 
Croell  Agave,  flying  vengeance  sore 
Of  king  Nictileus  for  the  guiltie  blood, 
Which  she  with  cursed  bands  bad  shed  before  ; 
There  she  balfe  franuck,  having  slaine  her  soone, 
Did  abrowd  her  selfe  like  punishment  to  sbonne. 

Hero  also  playing  on  the  grassy  greene, 
Woodgods,  and  satires,  and  awin  dryades. 
With  many  fairies  oil  were  dauncing  scene. 
Not  somucb  did  Dan  Orpheus  represse 
The  streames  of  Hebrus  with  bis  songs,  I  weene. 
As  tbat  faire  troupe  of  woodie  goddesses 
Stated  thee,  O  Peneus,  powring  foorth  to  thee, 
Frosa  cbeerefnl  lookes,  great  mirth  and  gladsome  glee. 

xxnr. 

Tbe  Tens  nature  of  tbe  pl>ce,  resounding 
With  gentle  murmura  of  tbe  breathing  ayre, 
A  pIcaiMot  bowre  with  all  delight  abounding 
In  tbe  fresh  abadowe  did  for  tnem  prepajrre. 
To  reat  their  limba  with  wearines  redounding. 
For  first  tbe  high  palme-treea  witb  branncbes  faire. 
Out  of  tbe  lowly  vallies  did  arite, 
And  bigh  aboote  up  their  beads  into  tbe  akyes. 

XXV. 

And  tbon  amongst  tbe  wicked  Lotos  grew. 
Wicked  for  holding  guilefully  away 
IJlysMa  men,  whom  rapt  with  aweetenes  new, 
Taidag  to  bosle,  it  quite  from  him  did  auy  ; 
And  eke  those  trees,  in  whose  transformed  bew 
The  Suanee  sad  daughters  wsylde  tbe  raab  decay 
Of  Phaeton,  wboea  Umbe  witb  lightening  rent 
nay  gaiberiimp  up,  witb  aweete  teares  did  lament. 


And  tbat  same  tree,  in  wbicb  Demopboon, 
By  bis  disloyalty  lamented  sore, 
Eternall  burte  lef^  unto  many  one : 
Whom  als  accompanied  tbe  oke,  of  yore 
Through  fatall  charmes  transformd  to  auch  an  one : 
The  oke,  wbose  aoomes  were  our  foode,  befo 
That  Ceres  seede  of  mortall  men  were  known 
Wbicb  firat  Triptoleme  taught  bow  to  be  sowne. 

xxvn. 

Here  also  grew  tbe  rougher-rinded  pine. 

The  great  Argoan  ships  brave  ornament. 

Whom  golden  fleece  aid  make  an  heavenly  signe ; 

Which  coveting,  with  his  high  tops  extent. 

To  make  tbe  mountaines  touch  the  starres  divine. 

Decks  all  the  forrest  with  embellishment ; 

And  the  blacke  holme  that  loves  the  watrie  vale ; 

And  tbe  sweete  cypresse,  eigne  of  deadly  bale. 

xzvin. 

Emongst  tbe  rest  the  clambring  yvie  grew, 
Knitting  his  wanton  armes  witb  grasping  bold. 
Least  that  the  poplar  happely  should  rew 
Her  brothers  strokes,  whose  bougbes  she  dotb  enfold 
With  her  lythe  twi^s,  till  they  the  top  survew, 
And  pnint  with  pallid  g^ene  her  buds  of  gold. 
Next  did  the  myrtle  tree  to  her  approach. 
Not  yet  unmindfull  of  her  olde  reproach. 

XXIZ. 

But  tbe  small  birds,  in  their  widebougbs  embowring 
Chaunted  their  sundrie  tunes  with  sweete  consent : 
And  under  them  a  silver  spring,  forth  powring 
His  trickling  streames,  a  gentle  murmure  sent ; 
Thereto  the  frogs,  bred  in  the  slimie  scowring 
Of  the  moist  moores,  their  iarring  voyces  bent ; 
And  shrill  grrsssboppers  chirped  them  around : 
All  which  tbe  ayrie  echo  did  resound. 

XXX. 

In  this  BO  pleasant  place  tbe  abepbearda  flocke 
Lay  everie  where,  their  wearie  limbs  to  rest. 
On  everie  bush,  and  everie  hollow  rocke. 
Where  breathe  on  them  tbe  whistling  wind  mote  best ; 
The  whiles  tbe  shepbeard  self,  tending  his  stocke. 
Sate  by  tbe  fountaine  side,  in  shade  to  rest. 
Where  gentle  slumbring  deep  oppressed  him 
Displaid  on  ground,  ana  aeized  everie  lim. 

XSXI. 

Of  trecberie  or  trainea  nought  tooke  be  keep. 

But  looslie  on  tbe  grassie  greene  diapredd. 

His  dearest  life  did  trust  to  carelea  sleep ; 

Which,  weighing  down  his  drouping  drowsie  bedd. 

In  quiet  rest  bis  molten  heart  did  steep^ 

Devoid  of  care,  and  feare  of  all  fiilsbedd : 

Had  not  inconatant  fortune,  bent  to  ill. 

Bid  atiange  mischance  bis  quietnea  to  spilL 

XXXII. 

For  at  bis  wonted  time  in  tbat  same  place 
An  huge  great  serpent,  all  witb  speckles  pide^ 
To  drench  himselfe  in  moorish  slime  did  trace; 
There  from  tbe  bojiing  beate  himselfe  to  bide : 
He,  passing  by  with  rolling  wreathed  pace. 
With  brandisht  tongue  tbe  emptie  aire  did  gride. 
And  wrept  bia  acalie  boogbta  witb  fell  despight. 
That  ill  thinga  aeem'd  appalled  at  bis  eight. 
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zzzni. 

Now,  more  ind  more  htTing  hiniMlfe  onrolde. 
His  §plitteriii|p  breast  he  Umth  np  on  hie, 
And  with  proud  Tiant  his  heed  tloft  dodi  holde ; 
His  onste  sbore,  spotted  with  purple  die. 
On  ererie  side  did  shine  like  scslie  golde 
And  his  bright  ejes,  glsuncing  full  dreadfuUie, 
Did  seeme  to  flame  out  flakes  of  flsshinr  f^. 
And  with  stems  lookes  to  threaten  kindJea  yra. 

ZXJUT. 

Thus  wise  long  time  he  did  himselfe  dispaoe 
There  round  about,  when  as  at  last  he  spide, 
Lying  along  before  him  in  that  place. 
That  flocks  grand  captains  and  most  tmstie  guide : 
Eftsoones  more  fierce  in  Tissge,  and  in  pace, 
Throwing  his  fine  eyes  on  eyerie  side, 
He  commeth  on,  and  all  things  in  his  way 
Full  steamly  rends,  that  might  his  passage  stay. 

zzxy. 

Much  he  disdaines,  that  anie  one  should  dare 
To  come  unto  his  haunt ;  for  which  intent 
He  inlj  bums,  and  gins  strsight  to  prepare 
The  weapons  which  natiire  to  him  natn  lent ; 
Fellie  he  hiaseth,  and  doth  fiercely  stare. 
And  hath  his  tawes  with  angrie  spirits  rent. 
That  all  his  tract  with  bloudie  drops  is  stained. 
And  sll  his  foldea  are  now  in  lengtb  outstrained. 

zzzyi. 

Whom,  thus  st  point  prepared,  to  preyent, 

A  litle  nounling  of  the  humid  ayra, 

A  gnat,  unto  the  sleepie  shepbeard  went ; 

And,  marking  where  ms  ey-lids  twinckling  rare 

Shew'd  the  two  pearles,  which  sight  unto  him  lent. 

Through  their  thin  coyerin^s  sppearing  fayre. 

His  little  needle  there  infixing  deep, 

Wamd  him  awake,  from  deatn  himselfe  to  keep. 

zzxyii. 

Wherewith  enrag'd,  he  fiereely  gan  upstart. 
And  with  his  hand  him  rashly  braaing  slews 
As  in  avensement  of  his  heeales  smart, 
That  streight  the  sprite  out  of  his  senses  flew, 
And  life  out  of  his  members  did  depart : 
When  suddenly  castinflr  aaide  liis  yew. 
He  spide  his  foe  with  felonous  intent. 
And  fenrent  eyes  to  his  destruction  bent. 

zxzmi. 

All  suddenly  dismaid,  and  harttes  quight, 
He  fled  abacke,  and,  catching  hastie  holde 
Of  a  yong  alder  hard  beside  him  pight. 
It  rent,  and  streight  shout  him  gan  beholde 
What  god  or  fortune  yrould  assist  his  might. 
But  whethsr  god  or  fortune  made  him  bold 
Its  hard  to  read :  yet  bardie  will  he  had 
To  oyeroome,  that  made  him  lease  adnd. 

ZZZIZ. 

The  sealie  backe  of  that  most  hideous  snake 
Enwrapped  round,  oft  fiuning  to  retire. 
And  on  nim  to  assaile,  he  fiercely  atrake 
WhersBs  his  temples  did  his  cresst-front  tyre ; 
And,  for  he  wss  out  slows,  did  slowth  off  shske 
And  gszing  ghsstly  on ;  (for  feare  and  yre 
Had  blent  so  much  his  sense,  thst  lesse  he  fesrd ;) 
Yet.  when  he  saw  htm  slaine,  himselfe  he  cheaxd. 


zu 

By  this  the  Night  forth  from  the  darksome  bowre 
Of  Herebus  her  teemed  steedes  gan  cwU, 
And  laesie  Vesper  in  his  timely  howre 
From  golden  Oeta  gan  proceede  withall ; 
Whenas  the  ahepheaid  after  this  sbsrpe  stowre, 
Seing  the  doubled  shadowea  low  to  fall, 
Gathering  his  streying  flocke,  does  bomewsrd  frre. 
And  onto  rest  his  wserie  ioynts  prppsre, 

zu. 

Into  his  sense  so  aoone  as  lighter  sleepe 
Wss  entered,  and,  now  loosing  eyerie  lim, 
Sweete  alumbring  deaw  in  carelessnesae  did  steepe  ; 
The  image  of  that  gnat  appeerd  to  him. 
And  in  aad  tearmes  gan  aorrowfully  weepe. 
With  griealy  counteoaunce  and  yisage  grim. 
Wailing  the  wrong  which  he  had  done  of  late. 
In  steed  of  good  lastning  his  oniell  fste. 

zur. 

Said  he,  '<  What  have  I  wretch  deaery'd,  that  thus 

Into  this  bitter  bsle  I  sm  outcast, 

Whilest  that  thy  life  more  deare  and  preriona 

Was  than  mine  owne,  so  long  ss  it  did  Isst ! 

I  now,  in  lieu  of  f  *aines  so  gncions. 

Am  tost  io  th*  ayre  with  eyerie  windie  blast : 

Thou,  ssfe  delivered  from  sad  decay, 

Thy  careles  limbs  in  loose  sleep  dost  display. 

zuu. 

*'  So  liyest  thou ;  but  my  poore  wretched  ghost 
Is  font  to  fiarrie  oyer  Lethes  riyer. 
And  spoyld  of  Charon  too  and  fro  am  tost 
Seest  thou  not  how  all  placea  quake  and  quiyer, 
Ijghtned  with  deadly  lamps  on  eyerie  poetT 
Tisiphone  each  where  doth  shake  and  shiyer 
Her  flaming  fier^brond,  encountring  me. 
Whose  lockes  uncombed  craeU  adoen  be. 

zuy. 

"  And  Cerberas,  whoae  many  mouthes  doo  bay 
And  barke  out  flamea,  as  if  on  fire  he  fed ; 
Adowne  whose  necke,  in  terrible  srrey. 
Ten  thousand  anakea  crelling  about  his  bed 
Doo  hang  in  faeapes,  that  horribly  affray. 
And  bloodie  eyes  doo  glister  firie  red ; 
He  oftentimes  me  dreadfullie  doth  threaten 
With  painfull  torments  to  be  sorely  beaten. 

ZLy. 

'<  Ay  me !  that  thankee  so  much  should  ftile  of  meed ; 

For  thst  I  thee  restor'd  to  Ufe  againe, 

£yen  from  the  doore  of  death  and  deadlie  dreed 

Where  then  is  now  the  guerdon  of  my  peine  t 

Where  the  reward  of  my  so  piteous  deed  1 

The  praise  of  pitie  yanisht  is  in  vsine. 

And  th'  sntique  faith  of  iustioe  long  agone 

Out  of  the  Ittid  is  fled  away  and  gooa. 

ZLyr. 

**  I  saw  anotben  late  approaching  fast. 
And  left  mine  owne  his  ssfetie  to  tender: 
Into  the  seme  mishap  I  now  am  cast. 
And  shun'd  destruction  doth  deetraction 
Not  unto  him  that  neyer  hath  treep4st. 
But  punishment  is  due  to  the  oflender* 
Vet  let  destractioQ  be  the  punishment. 
So  long  as  thmikf uU  will  nay  it  relent. 
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I  evriad  him  into  Wttte  wildernesie. 
Waste  wildeniM,  imonf^st  Cymerian  ibades, 
Wbere  endluB  painas  and  bideooa  beavinesse 
la  loand  about  ma  baapt  in  darksome  glades. 
For  there  bags  Othoa  aits  in  sad  distreaaoi 
Fast  boand  with  aerpenta  that  him  oft  invades ; 
Far  off  beholding  Epbialtea  tide, 
Which  onoe  aasai'd  to  bame  this  world  so  wide. 

ZLTin. 

"  And  there  is  moamfuU  Titjrns,  mindefuU  yet 
Of  thy  displeasure,  O  Latona  faire ; 
Displeasure  too  implacable  was  it, 
lliat  made  htm  meat  for  wild  foules  of  the  ayra  : 
Much  do  I  feara  among  snob  fiends  to  sit ; 
Moob  do  I  ftara  back  to  them  to  repayre. 
To  the  black  ahadowea  of  the  Stygian  shore, 
Where  wretched  ghosts  sit  wailmg  erennora. 


"  There  nest  Uie  ntmoat  brinck  doth  he  abide. 
That  did  the  banketa  of  the  gods  bewray,       [dride, 
Whose  threat  through  thirst  to  nought  nigh  being 
His  sense  to  seeke  for  ease  turoes  every  way : 
And  be,  that  in  ayengement  of  hiit  pride 
For  scorning  to  the  aacred  gods  to  prayt 
Affiinst  a  moontaine  rolLa  a  migbtie  atone, 
Calling  in  Tsine  for  reat,  and  can  baTO  none. 


"  Go  ye  with  them,  go,  cnraed  damosells, 
Whose  bridale  torchea  foule  Erynnis  tynde ; 
And  Hymen,  at  your  apouaalls  sad,  foretells 
Tydinga  of  death  and  maaaacre  unktnde : 
With  them  that  cruell  Colchid  mother  dweUs, 
The  which  coneeiv'd  in  her  rerengefull  minde 
With  bitter  woundes  her  owne  deere  babes  to  slay, 
And  murdrad  troupea  upon  great  heapes  to  lay. 

u. 

*^  lliere  also  those  two  Pandionian  maidea, 
Calling  on  Itis,  Itis  erennore, 
Whom,  wTetebed  boy,  tlief  slew  with  guiltiebladea ; 
For  whone  the  Thracian  king  lamenting  sore, 
Tvm'd  to  a  lapwing,  fowlie  them  upbraydes, 
And  fluttering  round  about  them  still  doea  aore ; 
There  now  they  all  eternally  com|»laine 
Of  othen  wrong,  and  suffer  endles  peine. 

Ln. 

"  Hut  th^  two  brethren  borne  of  Cadmus  blood, 
Wbilit  each  does  for  the  soveraignty  contend, 
Bkind«  through  ambition,  and  with  reogeance  wood, 
Kacb  doth  againat  the  othera  bodie  bend 
Hia  curaed  ateele,  of  neither  well  withstood. 
And  with  wid»  wotinds  their  carcaaes  doth  rend; 
That  yet  they  both  doe  mortall  foea  remaine, 
Sith  each  with  brothera  bluudie  hand  was  alaine. 

Lin. 

•*  Ah  ^waladay  !)  there  ia  no  end  of  peine. 
Nor  cfaaunge  of  labour  may  intreated  bee  : 
Vet  I  bcyood  all  theae  am  earred  faine, 
Whcra  other  powen  laiTe  different  I  aee. 
And  must  pease  OT«r  to  th'  Elisian  plaine : 
Thive  grim  PMaephone,  encountriog  mee, 
Dodi  ofge  ber  Mlow  fioiea  eameatUe 
Witb  thmr  Wght  tefanxida  me  to  terriiie. 


*'  There  chest  Alceste  liToa  inviolate, 

Free  from  all  care,  for  that  her  hu«banda  daiea 

She  did  prolong  bv  changing  fate  for  fate : 

Lo  I  there  livee  also  the  mimortall  praiae 

Of  womankinde,  moat  faithiuU  to  her  maw, 

Penelope ;  and  from  her  farre  awayee 

A  rulease  route  of  yongmen,  which  her  wood. 

All  slaine  with  darto,  1m  wallowed  in  their  blood. 

LT. 

"  And  aad  Eurydice  thence  now  no  more 
Must  tume  to  bfe,  but  there  detained  bee 
For  looking  back,  being  forbid  before : 
Yet  waa  the  guilt  thereof,  Orpheus,  in  thee  1 
Bold  sure  he  area,  and  worthie  apirito  bore. 
That  durat  thoae  loweat  abadowes  goe  to  see. 
And  could  beleeye  that  anie  thing  could  please 
Fell  CerberuSi  or  Stygian  powrea  appeaae. 

LTI. 

"  Ne  feard  the  burning  wares  of  Phlegeton, 
Nor  those  same  moumefull  kinsdomea,  oompaaaed 
With  rustie  horrour  and  fowle  msbion ; 
And  deep  digd  vawtes ;  and  Tartar  covered 
With  bloodie  night,  and  darke  confusion ; 
And  iudgement  seatea,  whoae  ludge  ia  deadlie  dredf 
A  ludge,  that  after  death  doth  punish  sore 
The  faulte,  which  life  hath  treai^aaaed  before. 


Lvn. 


«« 


But  valiant  fortune  made  Dan  Orpheus  bolde  ; 
For  the  awift  running  rivera  atill  did  stand. 
And  the  wilde  beasU  their  furie  did  withhold. 
To  follow  Orpheus  musicke  through  the  land : 
And  th'  okea  deep  grounded  in  the  earthly  molde. 
Did  moTO,  as  if  they  could  him  understand ; 
And  the  ahrill  woods,  which  were  of  sense  bereav'd 
Through  their  hard  barke  hia  ailver  sound  receav'd 

LTin. 

"  And  eke  the  Moone  her  hastie  ateedea  did  stey, 
Drawing  in  teemea  along  the  starrie  akie ; 
And  diost,  O  monthly  virgin,  thou  delay 
lliy  nightly  course,  to  heare  his  melodic  t 
The  aame  waa  Ale  with  like  lovely  lay 
The  queene  of  hell  to  more  aa  eaaily. 
To  yeeld  Eurydice  unto  her  fere 
Baoke  to  be  borne,  though  it  unlawfull  were. 

uz. 

*'  She  (ladie)  baring  well  before  approoved 
The  feenda  to  be  too  cruell  and  severe, 
Observ'd  th'  appointed  way,  aa  her  behooved, 
Ne  ever  did  her  eyaight  tume  arere, 
Ne  erer  spake,  ne  cauae  of  apeaking  moored ; 
But*  omeU  Orpheua,  thou  much  crueller. 
Seeking  to  kiase  her,  brok'st  the  gods  decree. 
And  thereby  mad'st  her  ever  damn'd  to  be. 

LX. 

*'  Ah !  but  aweete  lore  of  pardon  worthie  is. 
And  doth  deserre  to  here  small  faulte  remitted  | 
If  hell  at  leaat  things  lightly  done  amis 
Knew  how  to  pardon,  when  oueht  is  omitted ; 
Yet  are  ye  both  receired  into  blia. 
And  to  the  aeatea  of  happie  aoulea  admitted : 
And  you,  beaide  the  honourable  bend 
Of  great  heroea«  doo  in  order  stand. 
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*  There  be  the  two  etout  eoonee  of  ^ecne. 
Fierce  Peleas,  eod  the  hudie  Telamon, 
Both  leemtog  noir  full  gled  end  ioyeoue 
Tbroagh  their  eyres  draiedfiill  iuriadiction. 
Being  the  indge  of  ell  that  horrid  boae : 
And  both  of  tiiem,  by  etrenge  oecesioB, 
Renown'd  in  choyce  of  heppie  nerriege 
Throttgh  Venue  gieoe,  end  vertnee  ceriage. 

LZII. 

**  For  th*  one  wee  rerieht  of  his  owne  bondmeide 
The  faira  Izione  eaptiT'd  from  Troy : 
But  th'  other  wee  with  Thetis  love  assaid, 
Great  Nereue  his  daughter  and  his  ioy. 
On  this  side  them  there  is  a  yongoHm  layd, 
Their  match  in  glorie,  mightie,  fierce,  and  ooy ; 
That  from  th'  Argolick  ehipe,  with  furious  yre, 
Bett  beck  the  forie  of  the  Troian  fyre. 

Lxni. 

"  O I  who  woald  not  recount  the  stronir  diToroee 
Of  that  great  warre,  which  Troianes  on  behelde. 
And  oft  beheld  the  werlike  Greekish  forces, 
Whed  Teucrian  aoyle  with  bloodie  riTers  swelde. 
And  wide  Sigeen  shoree  were  spreed  with  corsee, 
And  Simoia  and  Xanthus  blood  outwelde ; 
Whilst  Hector  raged,  with  outngiousminde,  [tynde. 
Flamee,  weepoos,  wounds,  in  Greeks  fleete  to  have 


I 


*'  For  Ida  selfe,  in  ayde  of  that  fierce  fif  ht, 
Out  of  her  moontainee  ministred  suppliee ; 
Aod,  like  a  kindly  nourse,  did  yeeld  (for  spight) 
Store  of  firebronds  out  of  her  nonrseries 
Unto  her  foster  children,  that  they  might 
Inflame  the  navie  of  their  enemiee. 
And  all  the  Rh6t«an  shore  to  eshes  tume, 
Where  lay  the  ships,  which  they  did  seeke  tobume. 

LXT. 

"  Gainst  which  the  noble  sonne  of  Telamon 
Oppos'd  himselfe,  and,  thwarting  his  huge  shield^ 
Them  battell  bad«  gainst  whom  appeerd  anon 
Hector,  the  glorie  of  the  Troian  field : 
Both  fierce  and  furious  in  contention 
Encountred,  that  their  miffhtie  strokes  so  shrild, 
As  the  great  clap  of  thunder,  which  doth  irre 
The  ratung  heayens,  and  doudes  asunder  oryTe. 

LXTt. 

"  So  th'  one  with  fire  and  weapons  did  contend 
To  cut  the  ships  from  tuminr  home  againe 
To  Argos  ;  th  otiier  strore  tor  to  defend 
The  force  of  Vulcane  with  his  might  and  maine* 
Thus  th'  one  iEeoide  did  his  fame  extend : 
But  th'  other  ioy'd,  that,  on  the  Phrygian  playne 
HaTing  the  blood  of  vanquisht  Hector  ahead. 
He  oompast  Troy  thzioe  with  his  bodie  dedd. 

LXTn. 

"  Againe  great  dole  on  either  partie  grewe» 
That  him  to  death  unfaithful!  Paris  sent  j 
And  also  him  that  false  Ulysses  slewe, 
Drawne  into  danver  through  elose  ambushment ; 
Therefore  from  lum  Laertes  sonne  his  rewe 
Both  tume  aside,  and  boasts  his  good  event 
In  working  of  Stiymonian  Rhseua  fall, 
And  «fte  in  Doloas  subtile  sfirprysalL 


"  A  pine  the  drsedfiin  Cyeonee  him  dismafa 
And  bleeke  LKecrigooes,  a  people  stout : 
Then  greedie  ScUla,  under  whom  tltere  bay 
Manie  great  bandogs,  which  her  prd  about : 
Then  doo  the  i£tnean  Cyclops  bun  a&ay. 
And  deep  Chaiybdis  gulphing  in  and  out : 
Lastly  the  soualid  lakes  of  Tartane* 
And  giiesly  nends  of  hell  him  tiemfie. 


**  There  also  goodly  Agamemnon  boets. 

The  glorie  of  the  stock  of  Tantalus, 

And  famous  light,  of  all  the  Greekish  hosts ; 

Under  whoee  conduct  foost  Tietorious, 

The  Dorick  flames  consum'd  the  Uiaok  posts. 

Ah  I  but  the  Greekes  themeelTes,  more  dolorous. 

To  thee,  O  Troy,  paid  penaunce  for  thy  fall ; 

In  th'  Helleepont  being  nigh  drowned  aU. 


"  Well  may  appeare  by  proofi»  of  their  miscbauncey 
The  chaungfuU  turning  of  mene  slipperie  state. 
That  none,  whom  fortune  freely  doth  adraunce, 
Himselfe  therefore  to  heaven  abould  elevate : 
For  loftie  type  of  honour,  through  the  giannoe 
Of  enviee  dvt,  is  downe  in  dust  prostrate ; 
And  all,  that  vaunta  in  woiidly  fanitie. 
Shall  fiUl  thfongh  fortnnee  mtttabiUtie* 

LZZZ. 

"  Th'  Argolicke  power  retoming  home  egaine, 
Enricbtwith  spoyles  of  th'  £rictbonian  towre, 
Did  happie  winde  and  weather  entertaine, 
And  witn  good  speed  the  fomie  btllowes  ecowro : 
No  siffne  of  storme,  no  feare  of  future  peine. 
Which  soone  ensued  them  with  heavie  etowre. 
NereVs  to  the  seas  a  token  gave. 
The  whiles  their  crooked  levies  the  surges  daveb 

LXXII. 

"  Suddenly,  whether  through  the  gods  decree. 
Or  haplease  rising  of  some  frowaid  starre. 
The  heavens  on  everie  aide  endowded  bee : 
Black  stormea  and  fogs  are  blowen  up  from  farre. 
That  now  the  pylote  can  no  loadstane  see. 
But  skies  and  seas  doo  make  most  dreadful!  warrr ; 
llie  billowes  striving  to  tlie  lieevens  to  mch. 
And  th'  lieevens  etriving  tliem  for  to  imp«ach. 

unan 

"  And,  in  avengement  of  tlieir  liold  attempt. 
Both  sun  and  starres  and  all  tlie  heavenly  powres 
Conspire  in  one  to  wreake  their  rash  contempt. 
And  downe  on  tliem  to  fdl  from  higheet  towres  t 
The  skie,  in  pieces  seeming  to  be  rent,       [showm, 
Throwes  lightning  forth,  and  haile.  and  haimfol 
That  death  on  everie  aide  to  them  appeeree. 
In  thousand  formee,  to  worke  more  ghastly  learee. 

UIZIV. 

"  Some  in  the  greedie  flouds  are  sunke  and  drant ; 
Some  on  tlie  rocks  of  Caphareua  are  throwne ; 
Some  on  th'  Euboick  clifla  in  pieces  rent; 
Some  scettred  on  the  Heressn  shoree  unkaowne ; 
And  manie  lost,  of  whom  no  moniment 
Remaines,  nor  memorie  is  to  be  ehowno: 
Whilst  dl  the  pnrchaee  of  the  Phrinm  pray. 
Tost  on  aalt  biliowee,  round  steitaoth  stray 
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Lxzr. 

"  Here  nanie  other  like  heroes  bee, 

Equall  in  hono*ir  to  the  former  crue, 

Wiiom  ye  in  goodly  eeates  may  placed  see. 

Descended  all  from  Rome  by  linage  due  ; 

From  Rome,  that  holds  the  world  in  soTereigntie, 

And  doth  all  nations  unto  her  subdue : 

Here  Fabii  and  Deeti  doo  dwell, 

Moratii  that  in  rertue  did  excell. 

LXXTI. 

'*  And  here  the  antique  fame  of  stout  Camill 
Both  ever  live ;  and  constant  Curtius, 
Who,  stifly  bent  his  vowed  life  to  spill 
For  countreyes  health,  a  ^Iph  most  hideous 
Amidst  the  towne  with  his  owne  corps  did  fill, 
T*  appease  the  powers  ;  and  prudent  Mutius, 
Who  in  his  flesn  endured  the  scorching  flame, 
To  datmt  lus  foe  by^  ensample  of  the  same 

Lxxvn. 

**  And  here  wise  Curius,  companion 

Of  noble  rertues,  lives  in  endles  rest ; 

And  stout  Flaminius,  whose  devotion 

Taught  him  the  fires  scora'd  furie  to  detest ; 

A  nd  here  the  praise  of  either  Scipion 

Abides  in  highest  place  above  the  best. 

To  whom  the  ruin'd  walls  of  Carthage  vow'd ; 

Trembliog,  their  fiDrces  sound  their  praises  lowd. 

Lxxvm. 

"  Live  they  for  ever  through  their  lasting  praise ! 
But  I,  poore  wretch,  am  forced  to  retourne 
To  the  sad  lakes  that  Phosbus  sunnie  rayes 
Doo  never  see,  where  soules  doo  alwaies  moume ; 
And  by  the  wayling  shores  to  waste  my  dayes. 
Where  Phlegeton  with  quenchles  flames  doth  bume; 
By  which  tust  Minos  righteous  soules  doth  sever 
From  wicked  ones,  to  live  in  blisse  for  ever. 

LXXtX. 

*^  Me  therefore  thus  the  cruell  fiends  of  hell 
Girt  with  long  snakes,  and  thousand  3rron  chaynes, 
Throoeh  doome  of  that  their  cruell  iudge,  compell 
With  bitter  torture,  and  impatient  paines, 
Cause  of  my  death  and  iost  complaint  to  tell. 
For  thou  art  he,  whom  mv  poore  ghost  complaines 
To  be  the  author  of  her  ill  unwares. 
That  careles  hear'st  my*  intollerable  carea. 

LXXX. 

*'  Them  therefore  as  bequeathing  to  the  winde, 

1  now  depart,  returning  to  thee  never. 

And  leave  this  lamentable  plaint  bebinde. 

But  doo  thou  bausit  the  sort  downe-rolling  river. 

And   wilde  greene  wooda  and  fruitful    pastures 

minde  i 
And  let  the  flitting  aire  my  vaine  words  sever."— 
Thus  haviitg  said,  ha  heanly  departed 
With  piteous  cxie«  that  anie  would  have  smarted. 


LXZXI. 

Now.  when  the  sloathfull  fit  of  lifes  sweete  rest 
Had  left  the  heavie  shepheard,  wondrous  cares 
His  inly  grieved  minde  full  sore  opprest ; 
lliat  balefull  sorrow  he  no  longer  beares 
For  that  gnats  death,  which  deeply  was  imprest ; 
Bat  bends  what  ever  power  his  aged  yeares 
Him  lent,  yet  beinff  such,  as  through  their  might 
He  ktely  slue  his  oreadfull  foe  in  fighL 

LXXXII. 

By  that  same  river  larking  under  greene, 
EtUoones  he  gins  to  fashion  forth  a  place ; 
And,  aquaring  it  in  oompasse  well  beseene. 
There  plotteth  out  a  tombe  by  measured  space : 
His  yron-headed  spade  tho  making  cleene. 
To  mg  up  sods  out  of  the  flowrie  grasse. 
His  works  he  shortly  to  good  purpose  brought, 
like  as  he  had  conceived  it  in  his  thought. 

Lxxzin. 

An  heape  of  earth  he  hoorded  up  on  hie. 
Enclosing  it  with  banks  on  everie  side, 
And  thereupon  did  raise  full  busily 
A  little  mount  o£  gnaa^  iarSa  edifide ; 
And  on  the  top  of  all,  that  passers  by 
Might  it  behold,  the  toomb  he  did  provido 
Of  smoothest  marble  stone  in  order  set. 
That  never  might  his  Inckie  sc^pe  forget. 

UEZXIV. 

And  round  about  he  taught  aweete  flowres  to  growe ; 

The  Rose  engrained  in  pure  scarlet  die! 

The  Lilly  fresh ;  and  Violet  belowe ; 

The  Marigolde ;  and  cherefull  Rosemarie ; 

The  Spartan  Mirtle,  whence  sweet  gumb  does  flows ; 

The  purple  Hyacynthe  ;  and  fresh  Costmarie ; 

And  Sanron,  sought  for  in  Cilician  soyle  ; 

And  Lawrell,  th'  ornament  of  Phoebus  toyle. 

LXXXV. 

Fresh  Rhododaphne ;  and  the  Sabine  flowre. 
Matching  the  wealth  of  th'  auncient  Frankincence ; 
And  pallid  Yvie,  building  his  owne  bowre ; 
And  iioXt  yet  mindefuU  of  his  olde  ofience ; 
Red  Aramanthus,  lucklesse  paramour ; 
Oxeye  still  greene  ;  and  bitter  Patience ; 
Ne  wants  there  pale  Narcisse,  that,  in  a  well 
Seeing  his  beautie,  in  love  with  it  fell. 

LXXZVZ. 

And  whatsoever  other  flowre  of  worth. 

And  whatso  other  hearb  of  lovely  hew. 

The  ioyoas  Spring  out  of  the  ground  brings  forthi 

To  doath  her  selfe  in  colours  fresh  and  new , 

He  planted  there,  and  reard  a  mount  of  earth. 

In  whose  high  front  vras  writ  as  doth  ensue  : 

To  tftcs,  $maU  Gnat  in  lUu  of  Ms  life  saved, 
7ke  ShephMfd  haih  thy  dta&t  record  mgramU 
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SHEPHEARDS  CALENDER: 


TWELVE   AEGLOGIJBS, 

PROPORTIONABLE  TO  THE  TWELVE  M0NETHE8, 
Entitled  to  the  noble  end  Tertaoui  Gentleman,  nott  wortbie  of  ell  titlee  both  of  leaning  and  ehifdiy, 

MAISTER  PHILIP  SIDNEY. 


TO  HIS  BOOKE. 


OoBp  little  Booke !  thy  aelfe  preaeot, 
Ab  obilde  whoee  parent  is  unkent, 
To  him  that  U  the  praaident 
Of  noblenease  and  chevalne : 
And  if  that  Enne  barke  at  thee. 
As  anre  it  will,  for  snooonr  flee 
Under  the  shadow  of  his  winff, 
And,  a^ked  who  thee  forth  did  bring, 
A  ahepheaida  awaine,  aay,  did  thee  aing, 


All  aa  hia  atraying  flocke  he  fedde : 
And,  when  his  honour  has  thee  redde, 
Crare  pardon  for  thy  bardy-bedde. 
Bat,  ifthat  any  aske  thy  nsme, 
Say,  thon  wert  baae-hegot  with  blame ; 
Forthy  thereof  thou  takest  shame. 
And,  when  thon  art  past  ieopardee. 
Come  tell  me  what  was  said  of  mee. 
And  I  wfll  aend  more  after  thee. 


iMMtarro. 


TO  mm  MOST  SZCELLIMT  AMD  LSARNSD 

BOTH   ORATOR  AND   POET, 

MAISTER    GABRIEL    HARVEY, 

Hia  rerie  speciall  and  aingular  good  friend  E.  K«  commendeth  the  good  lyldng  of  thia  hia  good 

labour,  and  the  patronage  of  the  new  Poet. 


Umooutb,  unkiat,  aaid  the  old  ftmoua  poet 
Chaucer :  whom  for  hia  exoellencie  and  wonderfuU 
akill  in  making,  hii  aehoUer  Lidgate,  a  worthie 
aehoUer  of  ao  exoellent  a  master,  culeth  the  loed- 
atarre  of  our  language  :  and  whom  our  Colin  Clout 
in  hia  Eglogue  caUeth  Tityrus  the  ^od  of  shep- 
hearda,  comparing  him  to  the  worthmeaae  of  the 
Roman  Tityrus,  Virgil.  Which  proverb,  mine 
owne  good  friend  M.  Harvey,  aa  in  that  good  old 
poetitaenred  well  Pandarea  purpose  for  the  bol- 
stering of  his  bawdie  brocage,  ao  Tery  well  taketh 
place  in  thia  our  new  poet,  who  for  that  bee  ia  un- 
couth aa  (aayde  Chaucer)  is  unkist,  and  unknowns 
to  moat  men,  ia  regarded  but  of  a  fewe.  But  I 
doubt  not,  BO  aoone  aa  his  name  ahall  come  into 
the  knowledge  of  men,  and  his  woortbinesae  bee 
aounded  in  the  trumpe  of  fame,  but  that  bee  shall  be 
not  only  ktst,  but  aiao  beloved  of  all,  imbraoed  of 
the  most,  and  wondred  at  of  the  best.    No  lease,  I 


thinke,  deserreth  hia  wittinesse  in  devising^  bis 
pithinesse  in  uttering,  his  romplainta  of  lore  ao 
lovely,  hia  discourses  of  plessnre  so  plessantly,  hta 
pastoral  rudenea,  hia  morall  wiaenease,  his  due  ob- 
serving of  deconun  everie  where,  in  peiaonagea,  in 
aeaaons,  in  mstter,  in  speech ;  and  ^erallie,  in  all 
aeemely  aimplicitie  of  handling  ma  matters,  and 
framing  hia  wordea:  the  which  of  many  thinga 
which  m  Lim  be  atiaunge,  I  know  will  aeeme  tbo 
atrangest,  and  woidea  themselves  being  so  aaneient, 
the  knitting  of  them  so  short  and  intricate,  and  the 
whole  period  and  compaaae  of  speech  so  delightsoB 
for  the  roundnesse,  end  so  grave  for  the  atnmganeaae. 
And  first  of  the  wordes  to  speake,  I  giaunt  they 
bee  aomething  hard,  and  of  most  men  unused,  yit 
both  English,  and  also  used  of  most  escellcot  an* 
thonra,  and  moat  iamous  poeta.    In  whom,  when  an 
thia  our  poet  hath  bin  much  travailed  and  throiigbly 
read,  how  oonld  it  be.  r»M  that  woithia  ontouf 
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■infito}  bat  tint  wtUnng  in  the  fomie,  iltboDth  for 
oiDer  caaae  be  walked,  yet  needes  be  mougbt  be 
sunbnmt ;  end,  {  wmg  tbe  loiind  of  tbose  anncient 
poeta  ttiU  riogiii|^  in  bis  ceres,  be  moogbt  needes, 
m  smghig,  bit  oat  some  of  tbeir  tones.  But  wbetber 
be  nsetb  tbem  bjr  tiacb  casualtie  and  costome  or  of 
set  parpoae  and  eboiee,  as  tbinking  tbem  fittest  for 
SQcb  rostical  mdenesse  of  sbepbeards,  eitber  for 
tbat  tbeir  foa^  sound  would  make  bis  rimes  more 
jagged  and  rastiea]] ;  or  else  because  sucb  old  and 
olMolete  wordes  are  most  used  of  country  foike, 
sure  I  tUnke,  and  tbinke  I  tbink  not  amisse,  tbat 
tbey  bring  neat  grace,  and,  as  one  would  say,  au- 
tboride  to  tbe  verM.  ^or  albe»  amongst  many  otber 
&ults,  it  apectallybeobiectedof  Valla  against  Lirie, 
and  of  other  against  Selust,  tbat  witb  over  mucb 
stndie  tbey  affect  antiouitie,  as  coTering  tbereby 
crsdAce  and  bonour  or  elder  yeares ;  yet  I  am  of 
omnon,  and  eke  tbe  best  learned  are  of  the  like, 
that  those  aundent  solesone  words,  are  a  great  oma^ 
ment,  both  in  tbe  one,  and  in  tbe  otber :  the  one 
labouring  to  set  forth  in  bis  works  sn  etemall  image 
of  antiquitie,  and  tbe  otber  carelulhr  discoursing 
matters  of  grarity  and  importance.    For,  if  m^  me- 
morie  fidle  not,  Tullr  in  tbat  booke,  wherein  be 
endearooietb  to  Mt  forth  the  patteme  of  a  perfect 
orator,  aaitb  tbat  ofttimes  sn  sndent  worde  msketh 
the  stile  seeme  grsTe,  and  as  it  were  reyerend,  no 
otherwise  than  we  honor  and  rererence  gray  haires 
for  a  oertaine  religious  regard,  which  we  have  of 
old  age.    Yet  neitbiBr  erery  where  must  old  wordes 
be  stuffed  is,  nor  tbe  common  dialeet  and  manner 
of  speakini^  so  corrupted  tbereby,  tbat,  as  in  olde 
buildinga,  it  seeme  usorderly  snd  mynous.    But 
all  as  in  most  ezouisite  pictures  tbey  use  to  blaze  and 
portraict  not  only  tbe  daintie  lineaments  of  besutie, 
vQt  also  round  about  it  to  shadows  the  rode  thickets 
sad  craggy  clifts,  tbat,  by  the  bsseness  of  such 
pacts,  mors  exeellencte  may  acrew  to  the  principall : 
for  oAentimea  we  find  our  selves,  I  know  not  bow, 
■ingularly  delighted  with  the  shew  of  such  naturall 
ndenesfe,  and  Uke  great  pleasurs  in  that  disorderly 
order.    Eren  so  doo  tbose  rough  snd  bsrsb  teaimes 
•nlnBune,  and  make  mors  clesfiy  to  appeare,  tbe 
brigbtnetae  of  brare  and  glorious  wordes.     So 
oftentiffles  a  discoidein  musike  msketh  a  comely 
ooneoidance:  so  neat  delight  tooke  tbe  worthie 
poet  Aloens  to  benold  a  blemish  in  the  ioynt  of  a 
well  shaped  bodie.    But,  if  any  will  rashly  blame 
svob  bis  purpose  in  cboise  of  olde  snd  uuwonted 
'^tdes,  bun  may  I  moreiustly  blameand  condemne, 
of  witlesse  beadinesse  in  iudging,  or  of  heed- 
a  bardinesse  in  condemning:  for,  not  marking 
tbe  oosnpeaae  of  hia  bent,  be  will  iudge  of  tbe  lenRth 
of  bis  oast :  for  in  m  v  opinion  it  is  one  of  especisll 

Catse  of  many,  which  are  due  to  this  poet,  that  he 
tb  labored  to  restore,  as  to  their  rightful  heritage, 
msli  good  and  natursll  English  wordes,  as  have 
beene  looff  time  out  of  use,  and  almost  deane  die- 
beritisd*  Which  is  the  only  cause,  that  our  mother 
tongue,  which  trulj  of  itself  is  both  full  inougb  for 
proas*  and  stately  moogh  for  rerse,  hath  long  time 
been  ooooted  moat  bare  and  barren  of  both.  Which 
defaalt  when  aa  some  endoToored  to  salve  and 
neure,  tbey  patched  op  the  bolee  with  peeces  and 
ngs  of  other  languages,  borrowing  here  of  tbe 
Frandi,  there  of  the  Italian,  every  where  of  the 
tejtt  ;  not  weighing  bow  ill  those  tongues  accord 
wiA  tb«nsetTes,  but  mucb  worse  wiui  ours :  so 
tb«f  bare  made  our  English  tong  a  gallimaufrey. 


I  or  hodgepodge  of  all  otber  apeecbes.    Other  some 
not  to  weU  seene  in  tbe  Euglisgh  tongue,  ss  per- 
bapa  in  other  languages,  if  tbey  happen  to  heare  an 
olae  word,  albeit  very  naturalf  and  aignificant,  cry 
out  straightway,  that  we  speake  no  English,  but 
gibberish,  or  rather  such  as  in  olde  time  Evanders 
mothers  spake  :  whose  first  shame  is,  tbat  they  are 
not  aahamed,  in  tbeir  own  mother  tongue,  to  bee 
counted  atrangers  and  aliens.    The  second  shsme 
no  lesse  then  tbe  first,  that  what  so   they  under- 
stand not,  they  streigbtway  deeme  to  be  senselesse, 
snd  not  at  all  to  be  underatoode.     Mucb  like  to 
the  mde  in  Aesops  fsble,  tbat,  being  blind  herself, 
would  in  no  wise  be  perswaded,  that  any  beast 
could  tee.    Tbe  laat,  more  shamefnll  then  both,  tbat 
of  their  owne  country  and  natural  speech,  which 
togither  with  tbeir  nurses  milke  tbey  sucked,  they 
have  ao  base  regard  &  bastard  iudgement,  that  tbey 
wil  not  only  themselves  not  labor  to  nmiah  and  beau- 
tifie  it,  but  also  repine,  tbst  of  other  it  should  be 
embellished.    Like  to  the  dogge  in  the  maunger, 
that  bimselfe  can  eate  no  hay,  and  yet  barketh  at  the 
bunerie  bullock,  that  ao  faine  would  feed :  whose 
cumsh  Idnde,  though  it  cannot  be  kept  from  bark- 
ing, yet  I  conne  them  tbanke  that  theyrefxidne  firom 
bytiog. 

Now,  for  the  knitting  of  aentencea,  which  tbey  call 
the  ioynts  and  memb^  thereof  &  for  all  the  com- 
passe  of  tbe  apeech,  it  is  round  without  rouehnesse, 
and  learned  without  bardnesse,  such  in  deede  ss 
may  be  perceyved  of  the  least,  understood  of  tbe 
most,  but  iudged  ondy  of  the  learned.  For  what  in 
most  En^liab  writera  uaeth  to  be  loose,  and  aa  it 
were  unright,  in  this  authour  is  well  pounded, 
finely  framed,  and  strongly  truseed  up  togither.  In 
regarde  whereof,  I  scome  and  spew  out  the  rakehelly 
rout  of  our  ragged  rymera  (for  so  themselves  use  to 
hunt  the  letter)  which  without  lesming  boast,  with- 
out iudgement  iangle,  without  reason  rage  and  feme, 
as  if  some  instinct  of  poeticd  »pirit  had  newly  ra- 
vished tbem  above  the  meannease  of  common  capadtio* 
And  being,  in  tbe  midst  of  all  tbeir  braverie,  sud- 
denly, either  for  want  of  matter,  or  rime ;  or  having 
forgotten  their  former  conceit ;  they  aeem  to  be  so 
pdned  snd  trsvdled  in  their  remembrance,  as  it  were 
a  woman  in  childbirth,  or  aa  that  same  Pythia,  when 
the  traunce  came  upon  her.  *'  Ot  rabidttmfera  carda 
domata,  &c." 

Netblesse,  let  tbem  s  God's  name  feed  on  their 
owne  folly,  so  tbey  seeke  not  to  darken  tbe  beams 
of  others  glorie.  As  for  Colin,  under  whose  person 
the  authora  sdfe  is  shsdowed,  how  forre  he  is  from 
sucb  vaunted  titlea  and  glorious  abewes,  both  him- 
adfe  abewetb,  were  he  sayth  : 

**  Of  mnies  Hobbin,  I  conae  no  skill.*' 

And, 

**  Eaiugb  is  me  to  paint  out  my  unreat,  &c" 

And  dso  appeareth  by  the  basenesse  of  tbe  name, 
wherein  it  seemetb  be  chose  rather  to  unfold  great 
matter  of  argument  covertly  then,  professing  it,  not 
sufiice  thereto  accordingly.  Which  moved  him  ra- 
ther in  ^glogues  then  otherwise  to  write,  doubting 
perhsps  his  ability,  which  be  little  needed,  or  mind- 
ing to  furnish  our  tongue  with  this  kinds,  wherein  it 
faulteth ;  or  following  the  example  of  the  best  and 
moat  andent  poets,  which  devised  this  kinde  of 
writing,  being  both  so  baae  for  tbe  matter,  and 
bomdy  for  the  manor,  at  tbe  first  to  trie  their  habili- 
ties ;  and  as  young  birdes,  tbat  ^  newly  crept  out  of 
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lit  thu  fint  Aeriogo*  Colin  Gloat,  a  ihephetids 
hoj,  complaineth  himaelfe  of  his  unfortanate  lore, 
being  but  newlj  (as  seemeth)  enamonnd  of  a  coun- 
try iasae  called  Roaalinde :  with  which  strong  affec- 
tion being  Terie  lore  traTeDed,  he  compareth  hif 
carefal  caae  to  the  sad  leaaon  of  the  Teare,  to  the 
fi^Mtie  groand,  to  the  firoeen  trees,  ana  to  his  owne 
winterbeaten  flocke.  And  lastly,  finding  himselfe 
robbed  of  all  former  plessance  and  delight,  he  break- 
eth  his  pipe  in  peeoes,  and  casteth  himself  to  the 
gionnd. 

OOLOI  CLOUT. 

A  sBiraBABos  boy  (no  better  doe  him  caU,) 
When  winters  wwttbl  spight  was  almost  spent. 
All  in  a  snnneshine  day,  as  did  befall. 
Led  forth  his  flock,  that  luui  bene  long  ypent : 
So  faint  they  woze,  and  feeble  in  the  folde,        5 
That  now  onnethes  their  fiMte  ooold  them  uphold. 

All  as  the  sheepe,  such  was  the  shepheards  looke. 
For  pale  and  wanne  he  was,  (slas  the  while  1) 
May  seeme  he  lord,  or  else  some  care  bee  tooke ; 
Well  eoath  bee  tone  his  pipe  end  frame  his  stile :  10 
Tho  to  a  hill  his  fainting  flocke  bee  ledde. 
And  thus  him  playnde,  the  while  his  sheepe  there 
fodde: 

"  Yee  gods  of  lore !  that  pitie  lorers  peine, 

(If  any  gods  the  peine  of  lorers  pitie,) 

Looke  from  above,  where  yon  in  ioyes  remaine.    Id 

And  bow  yoor  eares  nnto  my  dolefull  dittie.  [love, 
And,  Pan  I  thou  shepheuds  god,  that  once  didst 
Pitie  the  paines  that  thou  thy  seliPe  didst  prove. 

"  Thoa  barrtine  gronnd,  whom  winters  wrath  hath 

wasted. 
Art  made  a  mirror  to  behold  my  plight :  fO 

Whilome  thy  fresh  spring  flowrd,  and  afrer  hasted 
Thv  sommer  prowde,  wim  HiffaHilH^  dight ; 

And  now  is  come  thy  winters  stormie  state. 

Thy  mantle  mard  wherein  thou  maskedst  late. 

"  Such  rsffe  as  winters  raigneth  in  my  hart,  S5 

My  Ufe-bloud  freesing  wim  unkindly  cold ; 
Soch  stormie  stoures  do  breede  my  baleful!  smart. 
As  if  mj  yesze  were  wast  and  woxen  old ; 
And  yet,  alas  1  but  now  my  spring  b^onne, 
And  yet,  alas  t  it  is  already  donne.  30 

'  You  naked  trees,  whose  shadie  leaves  are  lost, 
¥nierein  the  birds  were  wont  to  build  their  bowre. 
And  now  are  dothd  with  mosse  and  boarie  frost. 
In  steede  of  bloaomes,  wherewith  your  buds  did 
flowre; 


I  see  your  tearesthst  from  your  bon^ibaB  do 
Whose  drops  in  drerie  ysides 


"  AH  so  my  Instfull  leafe  is  drie  snd 
My  timely  buds  with  wavUng  all  ens 
The  blossoms  which  my  braonch  of  youth  did 
With  breathed  si^ies  is  blowne  away  and  blasted  ; 
And  from  mine  eyes  the  diixling  teares  desoeod. 
As  on  your  bougnes  the  ysides  depend.  4S 


is  roagfa  and  rent, 
aadenU&rei 


"  Thou  feeble  flocke  I  whoee  fleece 
Whose  knees  an  weake  through 
Maist  witnesse  weD,  by  thy  iu  g 
Thy  matsters  mind  is  overcome 
Thou  weake,  I  wanne ;  thou 
With  mourning  pyne  I ;  yon 


"  A  thousand  sithes  I  corse  thst  carefnll  boon 

-  Whenun  I  longd  the  neighbour  towne  to  see,       50 


peme; 

I  qaaitm  far- 

pyning] 


'And  eke  tenne  thouaand  sithes  I  blesse  the 
--Wherein  I  sawe  so  feire  a  sight  as  shee: 
•-  Yet  all  for  naught:  such  siffhthsth  bred  my  bana. 
-  Ah,  God !  thst  love  shonla  breed  both  icy  snd 
peine! 


55 


"  It  is  not  Hobbinol  wherofore  I  plune, 
Albee  my  love  hee  seeke  with  dsyly  suit; 
His  clownish  gifts  and  eurtnes  I  disdaiwi. 
His  kiddes,  his  crackneOee,  and  his  early  frniL 
Ah,  foolish  Hobbinol  1  diy  giftea  bew 
CoKn  them  gives  to  Rosalind  ogaine. 


"  I  love  thilke  lasse.  (shs  1  why  doe  I  love!) 
And  am  fbrlorne,  (slas  I  why  am  I  lome!) 
She  deignes  not  my  good  wm,  but  doth  rsprovet. 
And  of  my  rnrall  musick  holdeth  scome. 
Shepheards  devise  she  hateth  as  the  snake,        65 
And  laugbes  the  songs  that  Colin  Clout  doth 

**  Wherefore,  my  pype,  albee  rude  Pen  thou  please^ 
Yet  for  thou  pleasest  not  where  most  I  would ; 
And  thou,  nnindrie  muse,  that  wontst  to  ease 
My  musing  ndnde,  yet  canst  not  when  thou  should^ 
Both  pype  and  muse  shall  son  the  while  ab^'e."'^ 
So  broke  his  oaten  pype,  and  down  did  lye.      71 

Bj  that,  the  weDnd  Phmbos  can  avafle 
His  wearie  wsine ;  and  now  the  frostie  night 
Her  mantle  blsek  through  heaven  gan  ovmaile :  75 
Which  seene,  the  pensive  boy,  haue  in  despight. 
Arose,  end  homeward  drove  his  sunned  iheepe. 
Whose  hanging  heades  did  seeme  his  carefull  esse 
to  woepe.  78 
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FEBRUARIE. 


57. 


FEBRUARIE. 
AEGLOOA  SECUNDA. 


ABOVMSNT. 


This  Aeglogue  is  nther  monll  ud  generall  then 
bent  to  anie  wcrvt  or  particular  purpose.  It  spe- 
etaUie  oontaineth  adiaeouraeof  olde  age»  in  the  psr- 
aon  of  Thenot,  an  old  ahepbeard,  wbo,  for  his 
crookedneaaeand  anliiatineaae»  is  aoomedofCuddie, 
an  anbappie  beanfanana  boj.  Tbe  matter  Terie  well 
acoordetn  with  tbe  aeaaon  of  tbe  monetb»  tbe  yeare 
now  drooping,  and  aa  it  were  drawing  to  bis  laat 
age.  For  aa  in  tbia  time  of  yeare,  ao  then  in  our 
bodiea,  tbere  is  a  drie  and  withering  cold,  which 
oongealeth  the  crudled  blood,  and  frieaetb  the  wea- 
thematen  fleah,  with  stormes  of  fortune  and  boare 
froata  of  care.  To  which  purpose  the  olde  man 
tetleth  a  tale  of  tbe  Oake  ana  the  Brier,  ao  liTelie, 
and  so  ieelinfflie,  as,  if  the  thing  were  aet  forth  in 
some  picture  before  our  eies,  moreplaintie  could  not 
appetrea 

CUDDIE.    THE  NOT. 

cunma. 

Ab  for  pittie  I  will  rancke  winters  rage 

Thaae  brtfer  blastea  nerer  gin  t'  asswaga  1 

Tbe  kene  cold  blowea  through  my  beaten  hide. 

All  aa  I  were  throtteh  tbe  boidy  gride : 

BIy  ragged  routes  au  sbiTor  and  ahake,  5 

Aa  doeo  high  towera  in  an  earthquake : 

Ther  woontin  tbe  winde  wagge  their  wriggle  taylea 

Perse  as  a  peacodce }  but  now  it  aTailes. 

Tna.  Lewdly  complaineat,  thou  laeaie  ladde. 
Of  winters  wracke  for  making  thee  aadde.  10 

Muat  not  the  worlds  wood  in  his  common  course. 
From  good  to  bad,  and  from  bad  to  worae. 
From  wcne  unto  that  ia  worat  of  all. 
And  then  retnme  to  bia  former  fall  T 
U'bo  will  not  suiler  the  stormie  time,  15 

Where  will  he  li?e  till  the  lustie  prime? 
Selie  huTe  I  wome  out  tbrise  thirtie  yerea, 
Soma  in  much  io^,  many  in  many  tearea. 
Yet  never  complied  of  cold  nor  beate. 
Of  aommera  flame,  nor  of  wintera  threate,  SO 

Ne  ever  waa  to  fortune  foeman 
But  gently  tooke  that  ungently  came; 
And  arar  my  flocks  waa  my  chiefiB  care; 
Winter  or  aommar  they  mought  well  fare. 

Cvsb  No  marreile,  Theoot,  if  thou  can  bears    t5 
CbereluUy  the  winter*a  wratbfuU  cheare ; 
For  age  and  winter  accord  full  nie, 
Una  chill,  that  cold ;  this  crooked,  that  wrye ; 
And  aa  the  lowring  wether  lookes  downs, 
8o  seemeat  thou  like  Good  Friday  to  hrowne :      SO 
Bat  my  flouring  youth  ia  foe  to  froat, 
Afy  abipps  onwont  in  atormes  to  be  tost 

Tbx.  The  soreraigne  of  seas  he  blamea  in  yaine. 
That,  once  aaa-beate,  will  to  sea  againe : 
8e  Icytring  lire  yon  little  beardgroomea,  55 

Keepnff  your  beaatea  in  the  budded  broomea ; 
And,  wnen  the  abining  aunne  laugbeth  once ; 
You  deaneo,  tbe  apring  is  come  attonce ; 
Tbo  ^nfte  you,  fond  flies !  tbe  cold  to  acome, 
And,  crowing  in  pypea  made  of  greene  come,       40 
Yoo  thtnken  to  be  lorda  of  the  years ; 
Bat  alt,  when  ya  eoont  you  freed  from  feare. 
Cornea  the  bfeme  winter  with  chamfred  browea 
Poll  of  wrtneklea  and  froaty  lurrowea, 
Drarily  abooting  bia  stormie  darte,  45 

Wbkli  cniddlea  the  blood  and  pricks  the  barte : 


Then  ia  your  carelesse  courage  sccoyed. 
Your  carefuU  beards  with  cold  bene  annoyed : 
Then  pay  you  the  price  of  your  aurquedhe. 
With  weeping,  ana  wailing,  and  miserie.  5Q 

Cun.  Ail  I  foolish  old  man !  I  acome  thy  akil), 
ITiat  wouldat  me  my  aprinnnff  youth  to  spill : 
I  deente  thy  braine  emperishedbee 
Through  ruatie  elde  that  bath  rotted  thee; 
Or  aicker  tby  bead  rerie  tottie  is,  55 

So  on  thy  corbe  shoulder  it  leanes  amisse. 
Now  tby  selfe  bath  lost  both  lopp  and  topp, 
Als  my  budding  braunch  thou  wouldeat  cropp ; 
But  were  th^  yerea  greene,  aa  now  bene  mine. 
To  other  delightea  they  would  encline :  60 

Tbo  wouldest  thou  leame  to  caroll  of  lore. 
And  hery  with  hymnea  tby  leases  glove ; 
Tbo  wouldest  thou  pype  of  Pbillis  pnise ; 
But  Phillis  is  mine  for  many  dayea ; 
I  wonne  her  with  a  girdle  of  gelt,  65 

Embost  with  buegle  about  the  belt : 
Such  an  one  shepnearda  would  nudce  full  fkine ; 
Such  an  one  would  make  thee  young  againe. 

Tbi.  Thou  art  a  fon,  of  thy  lore  to  bo8t%; 
AH  that  ia  lent  to  lore  will  be  loste.  70 

Gun.  Seest  bow  brsg  yond  bullocks  hearsay 
So  amirke,  ao  amoothe,  lus  pricked  earea  ? 
Uia  homea  bene  aa  broade  aa  rainebow  bent, 
Hia  dewelap  aa  lytbe  as  lasse  of  Kent : 
See  bow  he  renteth  into  the  winde ;  75 

Weenest  of  love  is  not  his  minde  Y 
Seemeth  thy  flocke  thy  counsell  can, 
So  lustlesse  bene  they,  so  weake,  ao  wan ; 
Clothed  with  cold,  and  boarie  with  froat, 
Thf  flockea  father  hia  courage  bath  loat  80 

Thy  ewea,  that  woont  to  bare  blowen  baga, 
Like  wailefull  widdowea  hangen  their  craga ; 
The  rather  lambea  bene  atanred  with  cold. 
All  for  their  maister  is  lustlesse  and  old. 

Tbi.  Cuddie,  I  wote  thou  kenat  little  good,      85 
So  yainely  to  adrannce  thy  beadlesae  hood ; 
For  youn^  ia  a  bubble  blowne  up  with  breath. 
Whose  witte  is  weakeneaae,  whose  wage  is  death. 
Whose  way  is  wildemeeae,  whoaeynnepenaunce. 
And  atoope  gallaunt  age,  the  hoaat  of  greeraunce  90 
But  shall  I  tell  thee  a  tale  of  truth. 
Which  I  cond  of  Tityrua  in  my  youth. 
Keeping  hia  sheepe  on  the  hillea  of  Kent  1 

Cvo.  To  nought  more,  Thenot,  my  minde  ia  bent 
Then  to  beare  norella  of  hia  deyise ;  95 

They  bene  ao  well  thewed,  and  ao  wise. 
What  eyer  that  good  old  man  beapake. 

Tbb.  Mmhj  meete  tslea  of  youh  dki  bee  make. 
And  aome  ot  loye,  and  acme  of  cbeyalrie ; 
But  none  fitter  then  this  to  applie.  100 

Now  liaten  a  while  and  hearken  the  end. 

"  Tbere  grewe  an  aged  tree  on  the  greene, 
A  goodly  Oake  aometime  had  it  bene. 
With  armea  full  atrong  and  larvdy  displayd. 
But  of  their  lisayea  they  were  msarayde :  105 

Tbe  bodie  bigge,  and  mightily  pight, 
Throughly  rooted,  and  of  wonderous  bight ; 
Whilome  had  bene  the  king  of  the  fielde, 
And  moohell  mast  to  tbe  busbande  did  yielde. 
And  with  hia  nuta  larded  many  swine :  110 

But  now  the  gray  moaae  marred  his  rine; 
His  bared  bougbes  were  beaten  with  atormea, 
Hia  toppe  was  bald,  and  wasted  with  wormes. 
His  honour  decayed,  his  bnuncbea  aere. 

Hard  by  hia  side  grewe  a  bragging  Brsro/      115 
Which  prowdly  thruat  into  tb'  element. 
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And  seemed  to  thieet  the  finnament :  • 

It  was  embellisht  with  bloeaomee  fayre, 

And  thereto  ayo  wonted  to  repayre 

The  Bbephearas  daaghten  to  nther  flowres.       ISO 

To  painte  their  sirlonds  with  hia  colowrea ; 

Ana  in  his  small  bashes  used  to  sbrowde 

The  Bweete  nightingale  singing  so  lowde : 

Which  made  this  foolish  Brere  wexe  so  bold, 

That  on  a  time  bee  cast  him  to  scold  If  5 

And  snebbe  the  good  Oake,  for  bee  was  old« 

*  Why   standst    there  (quoth  he)  thou  bratiah 

blocket 
Nor  for  frait  nor  for  shadowe  serres  tby  stocfce ; 
Seest  how  fresh  my  flowers  b«ne  spredde. 
Dyed  in  lilly  white  and  cremsin  readcp  ISO 

With  leares  engrained  in  lustie  green  j 
Coloura  meete  to  clothe  a  mayden  qaeenel 
Thy  waste  bignes  bat  combers  the  groond, 
And  dirks  the  beautie  of  my  blossomes  round 
The  mouldie  mosse,  which  thee  accloyeth,  135 

My  sKDamon  smell  too  much  snnoyetn : 
Wherefore  soone  I  rede  thee  hence  remore. 
Least  thou  the  price  of  my  displeasure  prore.' 
So  spake  this  bold  Brere  with  gpreat  disdaine : 
Little  him  aunawered  the  Oake  againe,  140 

But  yeelded,  with  shame  and  grief  adawed, 
That  of  a  weede  bee  was  orererawed. 

It  chaunced  after  upon  a  day. 
The  husbandman  selfe  to  come  that  way, 
Of  cuatome  for  to  survewe  his  grounde,  145 

And  his  trees  of  state  in  compasse  rounde : 
Him  when  the  tpightefuU  Brere  had  espyed, 
Csuselesse  compla3rned,  and  lowdly  cryed 
Unto  Lis  lord,  stirring  up  steme  strife : 

*  O  my  liege  lord  !  the  god  of  my  life,  150 
Pleasetb  you  ponder  your  suppliaunts  plaint, 
Caused  of  wrong  andcruell  constraint. 

Which  I  your  poors  yassall  daylie  endure  ; 
And,  but  your  goodne^  the  same  recure. 
Am  like  for  desperate  doole  to  die,  155 

Through  felonous  force  of  mine  enemie.' 

Greatly  agast  with  this  piteous  plea, 
Him  rested  the  goodman  on  the  lea. 
And  bad  the  Brere  in  his  plaint  proceede. 
With  painted  wordes  tho  ean  this  proude  weede  160 
(As  most  usen  ambitious  folke) 
His  coloured  crime  with  craft  to  cloke. 

'  Ah,  my  soreraigne  !  lord  of  creatures  all, 
Thou  placer  of  plants  both  humble  and  tall, 
Was  not  I  planted  of  thine  owne  hande,  165 

To  bee  the  primrose  of  all  thy  lande ; 
With  flownng  blossomes  to  nunish  ^  prime. 
And  scarlet  berries  in  sommer  time  1 
Howe  falles  it  then  that  this  faded  Oake^ 
Whose  bodie  is  sere,  whose  braunches  broke,     170 
Whose  naked  arms  stretch  unto  the  fire. 
Unto  such  tyraunie  doth  aspire  ; 
Hindering  with  his  shade  my  lovely  light. 
And  robbmg  mee  of  the  sweete  sunnes  sight  Y 
So  beate  his  old  boughes  my  tender  side,  175 

That  oft  the  blonde  springeth  from  wonndes  wide  ^ 
Untimely  my  flowres  forced  to  fall. 
That  bene  the  honour  of  your  coronall ; 
And  oft  bee  lets  his  cancker-wormea  light 
Upon  my  braunches,  to  worke  me  more  spight ;  180 
And  oft  his  hoarie  locka  down  doth  cast, 
Wherewith  my  freah  flowrets  bene  defast : 
For  this,  and  many  more  such  outrage, 
Craring  your  goodlyhead  to  asswage 
I'be  ranckorous  rigour  of  his  might  -,  185 


Nought  sake  I,  but  onely  to  holde  my  right. 
Submitting  mee  to  yoar  good  sofferannoe. 
And  praying  to  be  garded  from  greeTaoaoe.' 

To  this  this  Oake  cast  him  to  leplie 
Well  as  bee  eoath ;  but  bis  enemie  190 

Had  kindled  soeh  odes  of  displeeaon. 
That  the  goodman  noalde  stay  hia  leesora, 
But  home  him  hasted  with  ftirioos  beate, 
Enoreasing  hia  wrath  with  many  a  thraata ; 
His  harmefuU  hatchet  he  bent  in  hand,  195 

f  Alaa  I  that  it  so  readie  ahonld  atand  !) 
And  to  the  fielde  alone  bee  apeedeth, 
^Ay  little  helne  to  faarme  there  aeedeth  I) 
Anger  nould  let  him  speake  to  the  tree, 
Enaonter  his  rage  mou^ht  cooled  bee :  SOO 

But  to  the  roote  bent  his  stnrdie  stroake 
And  made  many  woundea  in  the  waste  Oake. 
The  azea  edge  did  oft  tame  againe, 
Aa  halfe  unwilling  to  cotte  the  graine ; 
Seemed,  the  senselease  yron  did  feare,  f05 

Or  to  wrong  holy  eld  did  forbeare ; 
For  it  had  been  an  auncient  tree. 
Sacred  with  many  a  mysteree. 
And  often  crost  with  ue  priestes  crewe. 
And  often  bellowed  with  noly-water  dewe :  SIO 

Bttt  aike  fancies  weren  foolerie. 
And  broughten  this  Oake  to  this  miserie ; 
For  nought  mought  they  quitten  him  fit>m  decay. 
For  fiercely  the  goodman  at  him  did  laye, 
The  blocke  oft  groned  under  the  blow,  tl5 

And  aighed  to  see  his  neere  orerthrow. 
In  fine,  the  Steele  had  pierced  his  pith, 
Tho  downe  to  the  earth  bee  fell  forthwith. 
His  wonderous  weight  made  the  ground  to  qoake, 
Th'  earth  ahronke  under  him,  and  seemed  to  shake-^ 
There  lyeth  the  Oake,  pitied  of  none !  2S1 

Now  standa  the  Brere  like  a  lord  alone, 
Puffed  up  with  prydeand  Taine  pleasaunce ; 
But  all  this  glee  had  no  eontinuannoe : 
For  eftaoones  winter  sen  to  approche ;  SS5 

Thebluatring  Boreas  did  enczoche, 
And  beate  upon  the  solitarie  Brero ; 
For  noweno  succour  was  scene  him  neere. 
Now  gan  bee  repent  his  pride  too  late ; 
For,  naked  left  and  disconsolate,  tSO 

The  byting  ftt)st  nipt  his  stalke  dead, 
The  watrie  wet  weighed  downe  his  head. 
And  heaped  snoweburdned  him  so  sore. 
That  nowe  upright  he  can  stand  no  more  ; 
And,  being  downe,  is  trod  in  the  dtirt  t35 

Of  cattell,  and  brouaed,  and  sorely  hurt. 
Soch  was  th'  end  of  this  ambitious  Brere, 
For  scorning  eld — *' 

Cfd.    Now  I  pray  thee,  shepheard,  teU  it  no 
Here  is  a  long  tale,  and  little  worth.  [forth : 

So  long  have  [  listened  to  thy  speche,  941 

That  graffed  to  the  ground  is  my  brecbe ; 
My  beartblood  is  well  nieh  frome  I  feele. 
And  my  gaUge  growne  net  to  my  hecde ; 
But  little  ease  of  thy  lewde  tale  I  tasted ;  945 

Hie  thee  home,  ahepheard,  the  day  ia  nigh 

TBKKOra  CMBLSIIX. 
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MARCH. 
AEGLOOA  TERTIA. 

AIlOUMIl«T. 

In  ihii  Aeglogne  two  Sbepheuds  BoyM,  taking 
occaoon  of  the  mtatm,  beginne  to  make  purpose  of 
lore,  and  other  pleaaanoe  which  to  spnng-time  ia 
most  agreeable.  The  speciall  meaning  hereof,  is, 
to  giTO  eertaine  maiks  and  tokens,  to  know  Cupid 
the  poets  god  of  lo^e.  But  more  pardeolarly,  I 
thinae,  in  the  person  of  Thomalin,  ia  meant  some 
secret  friend,  who  scorned  Lots  and  his  knights  so 
long,  till  at  length  himaeUe  waa  entangled,  and  un- 
wares  wounded  with  the  dart  of  some  beautiful 
regtjd,  which  is  Cupids  arrow. 

WILLYE.    THOMAUN. 

WXLLTB. 

Tboiulxw,  why  aitten  wee  soe. 
As  weran  orerwent  with  woe. 

Upon  so  fayre  a  morow  1 
The  loyous  time  now  ni^beth  faat. 
That  ahail  aleege  this  bitter  blaat*  5 

And  alake  the  winter  sorow. 
Tflo.  Sicker,  Willye,  thou  wamest  well ; 
For  winters  wrath  bejginnes  to  quelli 

And  pleaaaunt  spring  appeareth  : 
The  grease  nowe  gmnes  to  be  refresht,  10 

The  swsllowe  peepes  out  of  her  nest. 

And  elowdie  welkin  clesreth. 
WxL.  Seest  not  thiike  same  hawthome  studde. 
How  bragly  it  begins  to  budde, 

And  utter  his  tender  head  1  15 

Flora  nowe  oalleth  forth  echo  flower. 
And  bids  make  readie  Maas  bower. 

That  newe  is  npryst  from  bedd : 
Tho  shall  wee  sporten  in  delight. 
And  leame  with  Lettice  to  wexe  light,  80 

That  scomefully  lookes  sskaunoe ; 
Tho  will  wee  little  Lore  awake. 
That  nowe  sleepeth  in  Lethe  lake. 

And  pray  him  leaden  our  daunce. 
Tno.  Willre,  I  ween  thou  be  assot ;  '25 

For  lusty  Lots  still  sleepeth  not, 

But  is  abroade  at  his  game. 
WxL.  Howe  kenst  thou,  that  bee  is  awoke  9 
Or  hast  thy  selfe  his  slomber  broke  1 

Or  made  priTie  to  the  same  T  SO 

Tno.  No ;  out  happily  I  him  spide, 
Where  in  a  bush  ne  did  bim  hiae. 

With  winges  of  purple  snd  blewe ; 
And,  were  not  that  my  sheepe  would  stray, 
Thepriyie  markes  I  would  bewray,  95 

Wnereby  by  cbaunoe  I  him  knew. 
WxL.  Thomahn,  bare  no  care  for-thy ; 
If y  selfe  will  haye  a  double  eye, 

Vlike  to  my  floeke  and  thine : 
For,  alas  !  at  home  1  hare  a  syre,  40 

A  sispdame  eke,  as  bote  aa  fyre. 

That  dewly  adayes  counts  minsb 
Tko.  Nay,  mit  thy  aeeing  will  not  serre. 
My  sheep  for  thst  may  chaunce  to  swerre. 

And  fml  into  some  miscbiefe  :  45 

For  sithens  is  but  the  third  morow 
That  I  haunst  to  fidl  asleepe  with  sorow. 

And  waked  againe  with  griefe ; 
The  while  thiike  aome  unhappie  ewe. 
Whose  clouted  legge  her  hurt  doth  sbewe,  5o 

FeU  headlong  into  a  dell* 


And  there  imioynted  both  her  bones : 
Mought  her  neck  bene  ioynted  attones. 

She  shoulde  haye  neede  no  more  spdl ; 
Th'  elfe  was  so  wanton  and  so  wood,  55 

(But  now  I  trowe  can  better  good). 

She  mought  ne  gang  on  the  greene. 
WxL.  Let  be,  as  may  be,  that  is  paat ; 
That  ia  to  come,  let  be  forecast : 

Now  tell  us  what  thou  hast  scene.  60 

Tho.  It  waa  upon  a  holiday. 
When  shephearda  groomes  had  leaye  to  play, 

I  cast  to  go  a  shootinff ; 
Long  wandring  up  and  downs  the  land. 
With  bow  and  bolta  in  either  hand,  66 

For  birdea  in  bushes  tooting. 
At  length  within  the  yyie  todde, 
(There  shrowded  was  the  little  god,) 

I  heard  a  busie  bustling  ; 
I  bent  my  bolt  againat  the  bushy  70 

Listning  if  anie  thing  did  rush. 

But  uen  beard  no  more  rusUing. 
Tbo,  peeping  close  into  the  thicke. 
Might  aee  the  moying  of  some  quioke, 

Whose  shape  appeared  not ;  75 

But  were  it  faerie,  feend,  or  snake 
My  courage  earned  it  to  awake. 

And  manfully  thereat  shotte : 
With  that  sprung  forth  a  naked  swayne. 
With  spottM  winges  like  peacocks  txayne,  80 

And  laughing  lope  to  a  tree; 
His  gylden  qniyer  at  his  bscke. 
And  ulyer  bowe,  which  was  but  slacks. 

Which  lightly  he  bent  at  me : 
That  seeing,  I  leyeld  againe,  85 

And  shotte  at  him  with  might  and  maine, 

As  thicke  aa  it  had  hayled. 
So  long  I  shott,  that  all  was  spent ; 
Tho  pumie  stones  I  hsstly  bent. 

And  threw ;  but  nought  ayayled :  90 

He  was  so  wimble  snd  so  wight. 
From  bough  to  bou^h  he  lepped  light, 

And  oft  the  pumies  latched : 
Therewith  affirayd  I  ranne  away ; 
But  he,  that  earst  seemd  but  to  play,  95 

A  shaft  in  earnest  snatched, 
And  hit  me  running  in  the  heele : 
For  then  I  little  smart  did  feele. 

But  soone  it  sore  increased  ; 
And  now  it  ranckleth  more  and  more,  100 

And  inwardly  it  festreth  sore, 

Ne  wote  1  how  to  cease  it. 
WiL.  Thomalin,  I  pitie  Uiy  plight, 
Perdie  with  Loye  thou  diadest  fight; 

I  know  him  by  a  token :  105 

For  once  I  heara  my  father  say, 
How  he  him  caught  upon  a  day, 

(Whereof  he  will  be  wroken,) 
Entangled  in  a  fowling  net. 
Which  he  for  carrion  crowes  had  set  110 

That  in  our  peare-tree  haunted : 
Tbo  said,  he  was  a  winged  lad. 
But  bowe  and  shoftes  as  then  none  had, 

Els  hsd  he  sore  been  daunted. 
But  see,  the  welkin  thicks  apace,  It 5 

And  stouping  Phoebus  steepes  his  faoe^ 

Yts  time  to  haste  us  homeward.  1^7 

WILLTCB  SMBLSUa. 

To  U  wue  and  the  to  lovt. 

Is  graunUd  tcarcB  to  godt  ahnoi. 
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THE  8HEPHEARBS  CALENDER. 


TBOMALUn  IMBLXMB. 

Ofkeny  and  efmUt  m  lave  there  u  etare  ; 
Jin  heny  it  muek,  but  the  gaule  i$  more, 

APRIL. 
AEGLOCA  QUARTA. 

ABOUHSNT. 

This  Aeglogne  is  purposely  intended  to  the 
hononr  and  pnyse  of  our  most  gpratioas  sorenirney 
Qaeene  Elissbeth.  The  speakers  hereof  bee  Hob- 
binoll  and  Thenot,  two  shephesrds :  the  whidi 
Hobbinoll,  being  before  mentioned  greatly  to  hare 
loTod  Colin,  is  here  set  forth  more  largely,  com- 
plaining him  of  that  boyes  great  misad^entore  in 
lore ;  whereby  his  mind  was  alienated  and  with- 
drawn not  onely  firom  him,  who  most  lored  him, 
bnt  also  from  all  former  delights  and  stadias,  as 
well  in  pleasant  prping,  as  canning  rhjrming  and 
singing,  and  other  ms  limdable  exercises.  Whereby' 
he  taketh  occasion,  for  proofs  of  his  more  ezoef- 
lencie  end  skill  in  poetrie,  to  record  a  song,  which 
the  said  Colin  sometime  made  in  honour  of  her 
Maiestie,  whom  abruptly  he  termeth  Elisa. 

THENOT.    HOBBINOLL. 

TBKNOT. 

Tkll  me,  good  Hobbinoll,  what  garres  thee  greete? 

What !  hith  some  wolfe  thy  tender  lambes  ytome  1 
Or  is  thy  bagpype  broke  that  soundes  so  sweete  ? 

Or  art  thou  of  thy  loved  laase  forlome  ? 
Or  bene  thine  eyes  attempred  to  the  jeare,  5 

Quenching  the  gasping  fiirrowes  thirst  with  rayne? 
Like  Aprill  showre  so  stream  the  trickling  teares 

Adowne  thj  oheeke,  to  quench  thy  thintie  peine. 
Hob.  Nor  Uiis,  nor  that,  ao  much  doth  make  me 
moume. 

But  for  the  ladde,  whom  long  I  lord  so  deare,  10 
Now  loTes  a  lasse  that  all  his  lore  doth  scome : 

He,  p1ung«>d  in  paine,  his  tressed  locks  doth  teare ; 
8hepheards  delights  he  doth  them  all  forsweare ; 

His  pleasaunt  pipe,  which  made  us  merriment, 
He  wilfully  hath  brok,  and  doth  forbeare  15 

His  wonted  songs  wherein  he  all  outwent. 
Tn*.  What  is  he  for  a  ladde  you  so  lament? 

Vs  loye  such  pinching  paine  to  them  that  prore? 
And  hath  he  akill  to  make  so  ezceHent, 

Yet  hath  so  little  skill  to  bridle  love  1  f 0 

Hob*  Colin  thou  kenst,  the  southeme  shephesrds 

boye ; 
^     Him  Lore  hnth  wounded  with  a  deadly  darte  : 
WhiJome  on  him  was  all  my  care  and  ioye. 
Forcing  with  giftes  to  winn'e  his  wanton  hesrt 
But  now  from  me  his  madding  minde  is  start,      S5 

And  wooea  the  widdowes  daughter  of  theglenne ; 
8o  now  fayre  Roaalind  hath  bredde  his  smart ; 
-     So  now  his  friend  is  chaunged  for  a  frenne. 
^  Trb.  But  if  his  ditties  bene  so  trimly  dight, 
V   I  pray  thee,  Hobbinoll,  recorde  some  one, 
*  The  whiles  our  flookes  do  ^rase  about  in  sight, 
.    And  we  close  shrowded  m  this  shade  alone. 
Hob.  Contented  I :  then  will  I  sing  his  laye 

Of  fair  Elisa,  queene  of  shepheards  all, 
'  Which  Mice  he  msde  as  by  a  sprinr  he  Uiye, 
«  And  tuned  it  unto  the  waters  mL 


30 


55 


•«  Ye  daintie  nymphs,  that  in  this  blessed  brooks 

Doe  bathe  your  brest 
Forsake  your  watrie  bowres,  and  hether  looke. 

At  ny  request.  40 

And  eke  yon  rirgias  that  on  Pamaaae  dwell. 
Whence  ioweth  Helicon,  the  learned  wall, 

Help  me  to  blase  "^ 

Her  worthy  prayse 
Which  in  her  aexe  doth  all  exoelL  45 

**  Of  foir  Elisa  be  your  ailyer  aong, 

That  blessed  wight. 
The  flowre  of  rirgins ;  may  she  florisb  long 

Ln  princely  plight ! 
For  she  is  Syrmz  daughter  without  spoCte,  50 

Which  Pan,  the  shepheardes  god,  of  her  begotte : 

So  sprong  her  grace 

Of  hesTenly  race* 
No  mortall  blemishe  may  her  blotte. 


<i 


See,  where  ahe  aits  upon  the  grassie  greene,     55 


^O  seemely  sight!) 
clad  i 


Yciad  in  scarlot,  like  a  mayden  queene. 

And  ennines  white : 
Upon  her  head  a  cremosin  coronet. 
With  damaske  roses  and  dafiadillies  set ; 

Bayleayea  betweene, 

And  primroses  greene. 
Embellish  the  sweete  violet 

"  Tell  me,  have  ye  seene  her  sngelike  ftoe, 

like  Pbosbe  fayre  T 
Her  heavenly  haveour,  her  princely  grace, 

Can  you  well  compare  ? 
The  redde  rose  medled  with  the  white  yfere. 
In  either  cheeke  depeincten  lively  ehere : 

Her  modest  eye, 

Her  msjestie, 
Where  have  you  seene  the  like  but  there  1 

"  I  sawe  Phcebus  thrust  out  his  golden  hede 

Upon  her  to  gase ; 
But,  when  he  saw  howe  broade  hor  bennea 
sprede, 

It  aid  him  amaze. 
Hee  blusht  to  see  another  snnne  belowe, 
Ne  durst  againe  his  firie  fooe  out  showe. 

Let  him,  if  hee  dare, 

His  brigbtnesse  compare 
With  hers,  to  hsve  the  overthrowe. 

"  Shewe  thyself,  Cynthia,  with  thy  sOver  rays. 

And  be  not  abasht : 
When  shee  the  beamea  of  her  beantie  displayea, 

O  how  art  thou  dasbt! 
But  1 1»  ill  not  match  her  with  Latonaea  seedo; 
Such  foUie  great  sorow  to  Niobe  did  breede. 

Now  shee  is  a  stone, 

And  makes  daylie  mone, 
Warning  aU  other  to  take  heede. 

"  Fan  may  bee  prowde  that  ever  hee  begot 

Such  a  bellibone ; 
And  Sjrrinz  reioyce,  that  ever  was  her  lot 

To  beare  such  an  one. 
Soone  as  my  youngliages  cryen  for  the  dam 
To  her  will  I  offer  a  milkwhite  lamb : 

She  is  my  goddesse  plaine. 

And  I  her  shepheardes  swain, 
Albee  forswonok  •»«*  ftiMWMtt  I  anu 
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"  I  see  Calliope  sseede  ber  to  tbe  place,  100 

Where  mj  godaesse  shines ; 
And  after  her  the  other  muses  tnoe, 

Wiih  their  TioUnes. 
Bene  they  not  bey^braanches  which  they  doe  beare. 
All  for  Elisa  in  ber  hand  to  weaxe  1  105 

So  sweetelie  they  play, 

And  sing  all  the  war* 
That  it  a  beaTen  is  to  heaje, 

Lo,  how  finely  the  graces  can  it  foote 

To  the  instrument:  110 

They  daonoen  de£By,  and  singen  aoote. 

In  their  meriment. 
Wants  not  a  fourth  grace,  to  make  the  daunoe  eren  t 
Let  that  rowme  to  my  lady  bee  yeyen. 

She  shalbe  a  grace,  115 

To  fill  the  fourth  place. 
And  reigne  with  the  rest  in  hear^n. 

"  And  whither  rennea  this  bevie  of  ladies  bright, 

Raunged  in  a  rowe  1 
TbeT  b^e  all  ladyes  of  the  lake  behight,  190 

Tbat  unto  her  goe. 
Chloris,  that  is  the  chiefest  nymph  of  all. 
Of  olive  braunches  beares  a  coronall : 

Olives  bene  for  peace. 

When  warres  do  surcease :  1S5 

Such  for  a  prinoease  bene  principalL 

"  Ye  shepheards  daughters,  that  dwell  on  thegreene, 

Hye  yon  there  apace : 
Let  none  come  there  but  that  rirgins  bene. 

To  adome  her  grace :  130 

And,  when  you  come  whereas  shee  is  in  place, 
See  that  jroar  rudenesse  doe  not  you  disgrace: 

Binde  jour  fillets  faste, 

And  gird  in  your  waste. 
For  more  fineness,  with  a  tawdrie  lace.  135 

Bring  hether  the  pincke  and  purple  cullambine, 

With  geUifiowres ; 
Bring  coronations,  and  sops  in  wine, 

Wome  of  paramonres : 
StTowe  mee  the  grounde  with  daffadowndillies,  140 
And  cowslips,  and  kingcups,  and  loved  lillies : 

The  pretie  pawnee. 

And  the  chevisaunce, 
ShaU  match  with  the  iayre  fiowre  delice. 

"  Now  rise  up,  Elisa,  decked  as  thou  art  145 

InroyaU  any; 
And  now  yee  daintie  damsells  may  depart 

Echo  one  her  way. 
I  feaxe,  I  hare  troubled  your  troupes  too  long ; 
Let  dame  Elisa  thanke  you  for  her  song :  150 

And,  if  you  come  hetner 

When  mmsines  I  getber, 
I  will  part  them  all  you  among." 

Tbi.  And  was  thilk  same  song  of  Colins  owne  ma- 
kinr? 

Ah  !  foolish  boy  1  that  is  with  love  yblent ;    155 
Great  pittie  is,  bee  bee  in  such  taking, 

For  naught  caren  that  bene  so  lewoly  bent. 
Hen.  Sicker  I  holde  bin  for  a  greater  ton. 

That  loves  the  thing  bee  cannot  purchase. 
But  let  us  homeward,  for  night  drawelh  on,       160 

And  twinckliag  sltnea  the  daylight  hence  chase. 


THBNOTS  BMBLBMB. 

0  quam  te  memorm  Virgo! 

HOBBIKOLLS  SMBLIMB. 

0  dea  cgrUl 

MAY. 
AEGLOGA  QUINTA. 

AROUMEMT. 

In  this  fift  Aeglo?ue,  under  the  person  of  two 
shepheards,  Piers  and  Palinode,  be  represented  two 
formes  of  jMistours  or  ministers,  or  the  protestant 
and  the  catholicke ;  whose  chiefe  talke  atandeth  in 
reasoning,  whether  the  life  of  the  one  must  be  like 
the  other;  with  whom  having  shewed,  that  it  is 
daungerous  to  maintains  any  felowship,  or  giye  too 
much  credite  to  their  colourable  and  fained  good  wil, 
he  telleth  him  a  tale  of  the  foxe,  that,  by  such  a 
counterpoint  of  craftinesse,  deceyred  and  devoured 
the  credulous  kidde. 

PALINODE.    PIERS. 

PALINODE. 

Is  not  thilke  the  mery  moneth  of  May, 
When  love-lads  masken  in  iresh  aray? 
Mow  fidles  it,  then,  wee  no  merrier  beene, 
Ylike  as  others,  girt  in  gawdy  greene  ? 
Our  bloncket  liveries  bene  all  to  sadde  5 

For  thilke  same  season,  when  all  is  ycladde 
With  pleasaunce ;  the  g^und  with  grasse,  the  woods 
With  greene  leaves,  the  bushes  with  bloosming  buds. 
Youngthes  folke  now  flocken  in  eveiy  where. 
To  aSher  May-buskets  and  smelling  brere ;         10 
And  home  they  hasten  the  postes  to  dight. 
And  all  the  kirk-pillours  eare  day-light. 
With  hawthome  oods,  and  sweete  eglantine. 
And  girlonds  of  roses,  and  soppes  in  wine. 
Such  merimake  holy  saints  doth  queme,  15 

But  wee  here  sitten  aa  drownde  in  dreme. 

Piers.  For  younkers.  Palinode,  such  follies  fitte. 
But  wee  tway  bene  men  of  elder  vritte. 

Pau  Sicker  this  morowe,  no  lenger  agoe, 
I  sawe  a  shole  of  shepbeardea  outffoe  f  0 

With  singing  and  shouting,  and  ioUy  chere : 
Before  them  yode  a  lustie  tabrere. 
That  to  the  many  a  hom-pype  playd. 
Whereto  they  dauncen  echo  one  with  his  mayd. 
To  see  those  folks  make  such  iovysaunce,  25 

Made  my  heart  after  the  pype  to  daunce  : 
Tho  to  the  greene  wood  they  speeden  hem  all. 
To  fetoben  home  May  with  their  musicall ; 
And  home  they  bringen  in  a  royall  throne. 
Crowned  as  king ;  and  his  queene  attone  30 

Was  Lady  Flora,  on  whom  did  attend 
A  &yre  flocke  of  faeries,  and  a  fresh  bend 
Of  lovely  n vmphes.    (  O  that  I  were  there, 
To  heljpen  the  ladies  their  maybush  beare  I) 
Ah  !  Piers,  bene  not  thy  teetn  on  ed^e,  to  tbinke   35 
How  great  sport  they  gaynen  with  httle  swinck  ? 

Piers.  Perdie,  so  farre  am  I  from  envie. 
That  their  fondnesse  inly  I  pitie  : 
Those  faytours  little  re^jarden  their  charge. 
While  they,  letting  their  sheep  runne  at  large,     40 
Passen  their  time,  that  shoulci  be  sparely  spent. 
In  lustihede  and  wanton  meryment. 
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Thilke  same  bene  ahe^hnrdM  for  the  devils  ttedda, 

Tbftt  pkjreo  while  theff  toefces  be  nniedde: 

Well  It  ie  seme  their  sheepe  bene  not  their  oinie,45 

That  letten  them  miuie  at  xandoo  alone ; 

Bat  they  bene  hyred  fijv  little  paT 

Of  other,  that  caren  as  Utile  as  tiiey. 

What  ftllen  the  flooke,  so  they  han  the  fleece. 

And  get  all  the  gayne  paying  bat  a  peeoe.  50 

I  muse,  what  aoooant  both  these  will  make  ; 

The  one  for  the  hire,  which  he  doth  take. 

And  th'  other  for  leering  his  lordes  tasks. 

When  greet  Psn  soeoant  of  shepbeards  shsll  sske. 

Pal.  Sicker,  now  I  see  thoa  wpetkest  of  spight,  55 
All  for  thoa  lackest  somdele  their  delight. 
I  (ss  I  am)  had  rather  be  envied, 
AU  were  it  of  my  foe,  then  fonly  pitied ; 
And  yet,  if  neede  were,  nitied  woald  be. 
Rather  then  other  shoiUa  scome  at  me ;  60 

For  pittied  is  mishap  that  nas  remedie, 
Bat  scorned  bene  deedes  of  fond  foolerie. 
Whet  shottlden  shepheerds  other  things  trad. 
Then,  sith  their  God  his  eood  does  them  send, 
Reepen  the  finite  thereof,  thst  is  pleasare,  65 

The  while  they  here  liren  at  ease  and  leasore  T 
For,  when  they  bene  dead,  their  good  is  ygoe. 
They  sleepen  m  rest  well  as  other  moe : 
Tho  with  them  wends  what  they  spent  in  cost. 
Bat  what  they  left  behinde  them  is  lost.  70 

,  Good  is  no  good,  bat  if  it  be  spend ; 
God  gireth  good  for  none  other  end. 

PiiBs.  Ah  1  Pslinode,  thoa  art  a  worldes  child  : 
Who  teaches  pitch,  mooeht  needs  be  defilde ; 
Bat  sbepheards  (ss  Algnnd  ased  to  say)  75 

Moaght  not  live  ylike  as  men  of  the  laye. 
With  them  it  sits  to  care  for  their  heire, 
Enaonter  their  herit^pe  doe  impairs : 
They  mast  provide  for  meanes  of  maintenannoe. 
And  to  ooDtinae  their  wont  countenaonce :  80 

But  shephesrd  mast  walks  another  way, 
Sike  worldly  sovensnce  he  most  for-say. 
The  Sonne  of  his  loines  why  should  he  regsrd 
To  leave  enriched  with  that  he  hath  spardt 
Should  not  tlulke  God,  that  gave  him  that  good,   85 
Eke  cherish  his  child,  if  in  his  waies  he  stoodt 
For  if  he  mislive  in  leudness  snd  lust. 
Little  bootes  sll  the  weslth  and  the  trost. 
That  his  father  left  by  inheritaonce  ; 
All  will  be  soon  wasted  with  misgovemannce .     90 
But  through  this,  snd  other  their  nuscreannoe. 
They  msken  msny  a  wronsr  chevisaonce, 
Heaping  up  waves  of  weuth  snd  woe. 
The  flouds  whereof  shall  them  overflow. 
Sike  mens  follie  I  csnnot  compare  95 

Better  then  to  the  apes  foolish  care, 
lliat  is  so  enamoured  of  her  young  one, 
(And  yet,  God  wots,  such  cause  hsd  shee  none,) 
Thst  wiih  her  hard  hold,  and  straight  embracing, 
She  stoppeth  the  breath  of  her  youngling.  100 

So  oftentimes,  when  ss  good  is  meant. 
Evil  ensueth  of  wrong  entenL 

The  time  was  oaoe,  snd  msy  sgain  retome, 
(For  oueht  may  happen,  that  hath  been  befoxne,) 
When  snephevds  hsd  none  inberitaunce,  105 

Ne  of  land  nor  fee  in  sufferaunce. 
But  what  might  arise  of  the  bsre  sheepe, 
(  Were  it  more  or  lease)  which  they  dia  keepe. 
Well  y  wis  was  it  with  shephesrds  thoe : 
Nought  hsving,  nought  feared  they  to  forgoe ;     110 
For  Fan  himselie  wss  their  inheritsunce. 
And  little  them  served  for  their  maintenacace. 


Tbeahepheards  God  so  well  than  gmded. 

That  of  nought  they  wese  unprondgd ; 

Batter  enough,  bonny,  milke,  and  wfaay,  115 

And  their  floekes  fleeesa  them  to  araye: 

But  tract  of  time  and  long  nroqMritie, 

(That  nonree  of  vice,  this  of  insolencie). 

Lulled  the  shepheerds  in  such  securitie, 

Thst,  not  contsnt  with  loyaU  obeysaonee,  120 

Some  gan  to  gi4ie  for  gwiedie  go 

And  Biatch  them  selfo  witi 

Lovers  of  lordship,  and  troublsn 

Tho  sen  shephearas  swaines  to  looks  aloft. 

And  liBave  to  live  hard,  and  Isanw  to  ligve  soft :  lt5 

Tho,  under  ooloiir  of  shenhesuds,  sonicniridb 

There  crept  in  wolves,  fml  of  ftvid  and  gnile» 

That  often  devoued  their  owns  ahsspe. 

And  often  the  shephsards  thst  did  hsm  kMp : 

This  was  the  first  soune  of  sfaephsards  naraiir,   ISO 

That  now  nill  be  qoitt  with  baile  nor  borov. 

Pal.  Three  thinges  to  heave  bene  very  ~ 
But  the  fourth  to  forbeare  is  ovtragioas : 
Women,  thst  of  loves  longing  ones  lost. 
Hardly  forbearen,  bat  have  it  they  moat :  135 

So  wlMUk  choler  is  inflamed  with  rage. 
Wanting  rsvenge,  is  hsrd  to  asswage : 
And  wImi  can  counsell  a  thiistie  aoule^ 
With  puience  to  forbeare  the  oflred  bowlet 
But  ot  all  burdens,  thst  s  msn  can  bears,  140 

Most  is,  s  fooles  tilke  to  beara  and  to  heareu 
I  weene  the  gesnnt  has  not  such  a  weif^t. 
That  beerss  on  his  shouldsra  the  ~ 
Thou  findest  fonlt  where  nys  to  be  feond. 
And  buildest  strong  warke  upon  a 
Thou  raylest  on  right  withontan  leaaoo,  146 

And  blamest  hem  much  for  smsll  encheasi. 
How  shonlden  shsphesrdes  live,  if  not  so? 
Whst?  should  they  pynen  in  psyne  and  wont 
Nsv,  say  I  thereto,  by  my  dears  bouowe,  150 

If  I  may  rest,  I  nfll  live  in  soirone. 

Sorrows  ne  neede  be  hastened  oa. 
For  he  will  come,  without  calling,  anooSb 
While  times  endtren  of  tranquiuitie, 
Usen  we  freely  our  felidtie ;  155 

For,  wbnn  approehen  the  atotnie  stowrssy 
We  monght  with  our  shoolders  bsar  off  thn  s^sifi 

showres; 
And,  sooth  to  ssyne,  nought  ssemelh  sike  atrifo^ 
Thst  shepbeards  so  witen  edie  others  lifo. 
And  laven  her  foults  ths  worlds  befome,  tCO 

The  while  their  foes  done  eaehe  of  hem  seorae. 
Let  none  mislike  of  thst  may  not  be  mended ; 
So  conteck  soone  by  conoora  mooght  be  ended. 

Pms.  Shephesrd,  I  list  no  aoeordaBnes  aaake 
With  shepheerd,  that  does  the  right  way  fenake;  1^ 
And  of  the  twaine,  if  choue  were  to  me, 
Hsd  lever  my  foe  then  my  friend  he  be ; 
For  what  concord  han  light  and  darke  aami 
Or  what  peace  has  the  lion  with  the  kmbe; 
Such  faitors,  when  theyr  folse  hearts  bene  hidden    170 
WiU  doe  ss  did  the  foze  by  the  kidde. 

Pal.  Now,  Piers,  of  fellowsliq»,  tell ns thst  saying ; 
For  the  lad  can  keep  both  our  flockea  from  atraying. 

PizKs.  Thilke  asms  kidde  (ss  1  can  well  dsrise) 
Wss  too  veiy  foolish  and  nnwiae ;  175 

For  on  a  time,  in  aommer  season. 
The  gate  her  dame,  that  had  good  rsason, 
Yode  forth  abroad,  unto  the  axeene  wood. 
To  brouae,  or  play,  or  what  uie  thon^  good : 
Bat,  for  she  had  a  motheriy  care  180 

Of  her  yooog  sonne,  snd  wit  to  beware, 
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She  set  her  youngling  before  ber  knee, 
That  was  both  fretb  and  lonely  to  see, 
And  full  of  &TOQr  as  kidde  moaght  me. 
His  vellet  bead  began  to  sboote  ont,  185 

And  bis  wreatbed  boras  gan  newly  sprout ; 
The  blossomes  of  lust  to  bud  did  beginne, 
And  spring  forth  ranokly  under  bis  chinne. 
**  My  Sonne,"  quoth  she,  and  with  that  gan  weepe ; 
For  carefull  thougbtes  in  ber  heart  did  creepe ;)  190 
"  God  bleese  thee,  poore  orpbane !  as  be  mought  me. 
And  send  thee  ioy  of  thy  ioUitie. 
Thy  father/*  (that  worde  she  spake  with  payne. 
For  a  sigh  bacl  nigh  rent  ber  heart  in  twaioe,) 
"  Thy  father,  had  be  lived  this  day,  195 

To  see  the  brauncbe  of  his  body  displays, 
How  would  he  have  ioyed  at  this  sweete  sight  1 
But  ah !  false  fortune  such  ioy  did  him  spight. 
And  cut  off  his  dayes  with  untimely  woe. 
Betraying  him  into  the  traynes  of  bis  foe.  SOO 

Now  I,  a  wailefiiU  widowe  bebight. 
Of  my  olde  age  have  this  one  delight. 
To  see  thee  suoceede  in  thy  fathers  steade. 
And  flourish  in  flowres  of  lustibead  ; 
For  eren  so  thy  father  bis  bead  upheld,  f05 

And  so  his  bauty  boraes  did  be  weld." 
Tho  marking  bim  with  melting  eyes, 
A  thrilling  throbbe  from  her  heart  aid  arise. 
And  interrupted  all  her  other  speecbe 
With  some  oide  sorowe  that  made  a  new  breacbe ;  f  10 
Seemed  she  saw  in  her  younglings  face 
The  old  lineaments  of  bis  fathers  grace. 
At  last  her  solein  silence  she  broke. 
And  gap  his  new*bodded  beard  to  stroke. 
"  Kiddie,  (quoth  she)  thou  kenstthe  great  care  Sl5 
I  have  of  thy  health  and  thy  welfare, 
Which  many  wilde  beastes  liggen  in  waite 
For  to  entrap  in  thy  tender  state : 
But  most  the  foxe,  maister  of  collusion ; 
For  he  has  yowed  thy  last  confusion.  220 

Forthy,  my  kiddie,  be  rulde  by  me. 
And  neyer  gire  trust  to  bis  trecheree ; 
And,  if  he  cbaunce  come  when  I  am  abroade, 
Sperre  the  yate  fast,  for  fear  of  fraude ', 
Ke  for  all  bis  worst,  nor  for  bis  best,  225 

Open  the  dore  st  bis  request." 

So  schooled  the  gote  her  wsnton  sonne, 
That  aunswer'd  his  mother,  all  should  be  done. 
Tho  went  the  pensive  damme  out  of  dore. 
And  chaunst  to  stomble  at  the  threshold  Acre ;      230 
Her  stombling  steppe  somewhat  her  amazed, 
(For  such,  as  sigoes  of  ill  lucke,  bene  dispraised  ;) 
Yet  forth  she  ymle,  thereat  half  agast ; 
And  kiddie  the  dore  sperred  after  ber  fast. 
It  was  not  long,  after  she  was  gone,  235 

But  the  false  foxe  came  to  the  dore  anone ; 
Not  as  a  foxe,  for  then  be  bad  be  kend. 
But  all  as  a  poore  pedler  he  did  wend, 
Bearing  a  trusse  of  trifles  at  bis  backs. 
As  bells,  and  babes,  and  glasses,  in  bis  packe  :    240 
A  biggen  he  bad  got  about  his  brains  ; 
For  in  his  headpeace  he  felt  a  sore  paine : 
His  hinder  heele  was  wrapt  in  a  clout, 
For  with  great  cold  he  had  got  the  gout : 
There  at  the  dore  he  cast  me  downe  his  pack,    245 
And  layd  bim  downe,  and  groned,  "  Alack !  alack  1 
Ah !  dear  Lord !  and  sweet  Saint  Charitee ! 
That  some  good  body  would  once  pitie  mee !" 

Well  bevd  kiddie  all  this  sore  constraint. 
And  leogd  to  know  the  cause  of  bis  complaint  i  250 
Tho  ereeping  close  bebinde  the  wickets  clinck, 
Phyilj  be  peeped  out  through  a  cbtnck, 


Yet  not  so  privily  but  the  foxe  him  spyed  ; 
For  deoeitfull  meaning  is  double-eyed. 

"  Ah !  good  young  maister  "  (then  gan  he  crye), 
"  Jesus  blesse  that  sweete  face  I  espye,  25^5 

And  keep  your  corpse  from  the  caretull  stounds 
That  in  my  carrion  carcas  abounda." 

The  kicid,  pittyine  bisbeayinesse, 
Asked  the  cause  of  nis  great  distreeae,  260 

And  also  who,  and  whence  that  he  were. 

Tho  he,  that  had  wellyoond  bis  lere. 
Thus  medled  his  talks  with  many  a  teara : 
"  Sicke,  aicke,  alas !  snd  little  lacke  of  dead. 
But  I  be  relieved  by  your  beastlybesd.  265 

I  am  a  poore  sheepe,  albe  my  coiour  donne. 
For  witn  long  travaile  I  am  brent  in  the  sonne  ; 
And  if  that,  my  grandsire  me  sayd,  be  true. 
Sicker,  I  am  very  sybbe  to  you ; 
So  be  your  g^ooiUihead  do  not  disdaine  270 

The  base  kmred  of  so  simple  swaine. 
Of  mercy  and  favour  then  I  you  pray, 
With  your  ayde  to  forestall  my  ners  decay.'' 

Tho  out  of  his  packe  a  glasse  he  tooke. 
Wherein  while  kiddie  un wares  did  looks,  275 

He  was  so  enamored  with  the  newell. 
That  nought  be  deemed  deare  for  the  iewell : 
Tho  opened  be  the  dore,  and  in  came 
The  false  foxe,  as  be  were  starke  lame : 
His  tayle  he  clapt  betwixt  bis  le^s  twayne,         280 
Lest  M  should  be  descried  by  bis  trayne. 

Being  within,  the  kidde  made  him  good  glee. 
All  for  the  love  of  the  glasse  he  did  see. 
After  his  chere,  the  pedler  can  chat. 
And  tell  many  leasinges  of  this  and  that,  285 

And  how  he  could  shew  msny  a  fine  knack ; 
Tho  shewed  his  ware  and  opened  his  packe. 
All  save  a  bell,  which  be  left  bebinde 
In  the  basket  for  the  kidde  to  finde ; 
Which  when  the  kidde  stouped  downe  to  catch,  290 
He  popt  him  in,  and  bis  basket  did  Istch  ; 
Ne  stayed  he  once  the  dore  to  make  fast. 
But  ranne  away  with  him  in  all  hast. 

Home  when  the  doubtfull  dsmme  bad  her  hide. 
She  mought  see  the  dore  stand  open  wide ;         295 
All  agast,  lowdly  she  gan  to  call 
Her  kidde  ;  but  he  nould  aunswere  st  sll : 
Tho  on  the  flora  she  saw  the  merchaundise 
Of  which  ber  sonne  had  sette  too  deere  s  prise. 
What  help !  her  kidde  she  knew  well  was  gone :  500 
She  weeped,  and  wayled,  and  made  neat  mone. 
Such  ena  had  the  kiade,  for  be  nould  warned  be 
Of  craft,  coloured  with  simplicitie ; 
And  such  end,  perdie,  does  all  hem  remayne. 
That  of  such  falsers  friendship  bene  fayne.         305 

Pal.  Truelv,  Piers,  thou  art  beside  thy  wit, 
Furthest  fro  the  marke,  weeninff  it  to  hit. 
Now,  1  pray  thee,  let  me  thy  tale  borowe 
For  our  Sir  John,  to  say  to-morowe 
At  the  kerke  when  it  is  holiday ;  310 

For  well  he  meanes,  but  little  can  say. 
But,  and  if  foxes  bene  so  craiUe  as  so, 
Much  needeth  aU  shepheards  hem  to  know. 

PiEBs.  Of  their  falshode  more  could  I  recount. 
But  now  the  bright  sunne  gjrnnetb  to  dismount ; 
And,  for  the  deawie  night  now  doth  nye, 
I  hold  it  best  for  us  home  to  bye.  317 

PALINODES  BMBLBMS. 

Pai  mtn  apUtot  apUiei. 

PIXAS  MIS  EMBLEMS. 

Tii  d*ara  pigtit  apiito  ? 
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THE  SHEPHEARDS  CALENDER. 


lUNE. 
AEGLOGA  SEXTA. 

AROtTMEMT. 

Thii  Aefflogue  is  wholly  Towed  to  the  oom- 
pltyning  of  ColmM  ill  niocesse  in  his  lore.  For 
oeing  (ss  is  sfioresaid)  enamored  of  a  countrr  Imso 
Rosalind,  and  having  (as  seemeth)  found  pleoe  in 
her  heart,  hee  lainentvth  to  his  dears  friend  Hohhi- 
noll,  that  he  is  now  forsaken  on  faithfully,  and  in  his 
steade  Menaleas  another  shepheard  received  disloy- 
ally. And  this  is  the  whole  Argument  of  this 
Aeglogue. 

HOBBINOLL.    COLIN  CLOUT. 

BOBBINOLL. 

Lo  f  Colin,  here  the  place  whose  plesaunt  syte 
From  other  shadea  hath  weand  my  wandring  minde. 
Tell  me,  what  wants  me  here  to  worke  delyte  1 
The  simple  ayre,  the  ge&tle  warhling  winde. 
So  calme,  so  coole,  as  no  where  else  I  finde  ;  5 

The  grassie  grounde  with  daintie  daysies  di^ht. 
The  hramble  bush,  where  hyrdes  of  ever^  kmde 
To  the  waters  £ril  their  tunes  attemper  right 

Cou  O  happie  Hobbinoll,  I  blesse  thy  state. 
That  Paradise  hath  founde  which  Adam  lost :      10 
Here  wander  may  thy  flocke  early  or  late, 
Withouten  dreaa  of  wolves  to  bene  ytost ; 
Thy  lovely  layes  here  maist  thou  freely  boste : 
But  I,  unhappae  man !  whom  cruell  fate 
And  angria  goda  pursue  from  coste  to  coste,        15 
Can  no  where  finae  to  shroude  my  lucklesse  pata. 

Hob.  Then,  if  by  me  thou  list  advised  bee. 
Forsake  the  soyle  that  so  doth  thee  bewitch ; 
Leave  mee  those  hUIes  where  harbrough  nis  to  see. 
Nor  holy-bush,  nor  brere,  nor  winding  ditch ;      20 
And  to  the  dales  resort,  where  shepheards  litch. 
And  fruitful!  flocks,  bene  every  where  to  see  : 
Here  no  night-ravens  lodge,  more  black  then  pitch, 
Nor  elvish  ghosts,  nor  gasdy  owlee  doe  flee ; 

But  friendlv  faeries,  met  with  many  graces,  [ni^ht 
And  lighttoote  nymphes,  can  chase  the  lingnng 
With  heydeguyes,  ana  trimly  trodden  traces,  S7 
Whilst  systers  nyne,  which  dwell  on  Pamasse  hight. 
Doe  make  them  musick  for  their  more  delight ; 
And  Pan  himselfe  to  kisse  their  christall  fiu:es  30 
Will  pype  and  daunoe,  when  Phoebe  shineth  bright : 
Such  pierlesse  pleasures  ha?e  wee  in  these  places. 

[yeeres, 
CoL.  And  I,  whylst  youth,  and  course  of  carelesse 
Did  let  me  walke  withouten  lincks  of  love. 
In  such  delights  did  ioy  smongst  my  peeres ;       S5 
But  lyper  sge  such  pleasures  doth  reproove  : 
My  ftnine  eke  from  former  follies  moove 
To  sttjred  steps  ;  for  time  in  psssing  weares, 
f  As  garments  doen,  which  wexen  olde  abovie,) 
And  draweth  newe  delights  with  hoarie  haires.     40 

The  couth  I  sing  of  love,  and  tune  my  pype 
Unto  my  plaintive  pleas  in  verses  made ; 
Tho  would  I  aeeke  for  queene-apples  unrjpe ; 
To  nve  my  Rosalind,  and  in  sommer  shsde 
Dight  gaudie  girlonds  was  my  common  trade,      45 
To  crowne  her  golden  lookes ,  but  yeeres  more  rype. 
And  losse  of  her,  whose  love  as  lyro  I  wayde. 
Those  weaiy  wanton  toyes  away  did  wype. 


Hoa.  Colin,  to  heare  thy  nmea  and  roundelayes 
Which  thou  weit  wont  on  wastafnll  hillea  to  sing,  50 
I  more  delight  then  larke  in  sommer  dsyes. 
Whose  eooho  msde  the  neighbour  groves  to  ring. 
And  taught  the  byrdes,  which  in  the  lower  spring 
Did  shroude  in  shady  leaves  from  sunny  layes, 
Frame  to  thy  songs  their  cbeereful  cberiping,      5^ 
Or  holde  their  pesos,  for  abame  of  thy  sweele  layes. 

I  lawe  Calliope  with  muses  noe, 

Soone  as  thy  oaten  pype  began  to  sounds, 

Their  yvory  lutes  and  tamburina  forgoe. 

And  from  the  fountaine,  where  they  sat  aioand,  60 

Renne  alter  hastely  thy  silver  sound  ; 

But,  when  they  csme   where  thou  Uiy  skill  didst 

shows. 
They  drewe  abacke,  as  hslfe  with  ahsme  confound 
Shepheard  to  see,  them  in  their  arte  outgoe. 

Col.  Of  muses,  Hobbinoll,  I  cenne  no  skill,    65 
For  they  bene  danghten  of  the  highest  love. 
And  hoiden  scome  of  homely  shephesrds  quill ; 
For  sith  I  heard  that  Pan  with  Phoebus  strove. 
Which  him  to  much  rebuke  and  daunger  drove, 
I  never  list  presume  to  Psmssse  hill,  70 

But,  pyping  low  in  shsde  of  lowl^  grove, 
I  play  to  please  myselfe,  all  be  it  ill. 

Nought  weigh  I,  who  my  song  doth  pcaise  or  blame, 
Ne  strive  to  winne  renowne,  or  pssse  the  rest : 
With  shepheard  sittes  not  follows  flying  fame,       75 
But  feede  his  flocks  in  fieldes  where  fiSls  hem  best. 
I  wote  my  lymes  bene  rough,  and  rudely  drast ; 
The  fitter  they  my  csrsfull  ease  to  frame : 
Enough  is  mee  to  paint  out  my  unrest. 
And  ponre  my  wteons  plsintes  out  in  the  same.    80 

The  god  of  shephearda,  1  ityrus,  is  dead. 
Who  taught  mee  homely,  as  I  can,  to  make : 
Hee,  whust  hee  lived,  wss  the  soyeraigne  bead 
Of  shephesids  sll  that  bene  with  love  ytake : 
Well  couth  hee  waile  his  woes,  and  lightly  slake  85 
The  flamea  which  love  witlun  his  hewt  i»d  biedde^ 
And  tell  us  merry  talea  to  keeps  us  wake, 
The  while  our  sheepe  about  us  safely  fedde* 

Nowe  dead  hee  is,  and  lyeth  wrapt  in  lead, 

^O  why  should  death  on  him  sucn  outrage  showe  1) 

And  all  his  psssing  skill  with  him  is  fledde,  91 

The  fsme  wnereof  doth  daylie  greater  growe. 

But,  if  on  mee  some  little  drops  would  flows 

Of  that  the  spring  waa  in  hia  learned  hedde, 

I  soone  would  leame  theae  woods  to  waile  my  woe,95 

And  tsaehe  the  treea  their  trickling  teares  toaheddsw 

Then  ahould  my  plaintea,  causde  of  discnrtesse, 
As  msssengers  of^this  my  plsinfull  plight. 
Flye  to  my  love  wherever  that  ahee  bee. 
And  pierce  her  heart  with  poynt  of  worthy  w^ht,  100 
As  snee  deserves,  that  wronght  so  deadly  spight. 
And  thon,  Menslcss !  that  by  txecheree 
Didst  underfonge  my  Issse  to  weze  so  W^U 
Shouldst  well  Im  knowne  for  such  thy  vulanee. 

But  since  I  am  not  as  I  wishe  I  were,  105 

Yee  gentle  sheplieardsl  which  your  flocks  doe  feede 
Whether  on  hyllee,  or  dales,  or  other  where, 
Beare  witaeese  all  of  this  so  wicked  deeds ; 


JUNE. 
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And  UQ  the  laaae,  whose  flowie  is  woxe  a  weede. 
And  ikniaMM  fidth  U  tom'd  to  ftithleese  fere,    1 10 
That  ahee  the  traeat  ahepheaida  heart  made  hleede 
That  lyrea  on  earth|  and  lored  her  most  dare. 

Hob.  O  1  carefbU  Colin,  I  lament  thy  case ; 
Thy  tearea  would  make  the  hardest  flint  to  flowe  ! 
Ah !  faithless  Rosalind,  and  yoyde  of  grace,       115 
That  art  the  roote  of  all  this  ruthfuU  woe ! 
Bat  now  is  time,  I  gesse,  homeward  to  goe ; 
Then  rise,  ye  hlessed  flocks  1  and  home  apace, 
Leat  night  vrith  stealing  steppes  do  you  foresloe. 
And  wett  your  tender  umhs  that  by  you  trace.  130 

COLIKS  SMBLXME. 

Gta  fpsms  ipsnta. 

lULY. 
AEGLOGA  SEPTIMA. 

AROUMXNT. 

This  Aeglogue  is  made  in  the  honour  and  com- 
mendation of  good  shepheards,  and  to  the  shame  and 
dispraise  of  proud  and  ambitious  pastours :  such  as 
Morrall  is  here  imagined  to  be. 

THOMAUN.    MORRELL. 

TBOMALIN. 

Is  not  thilke  same  a  ffoteheard  prbwde. 

That  aittes  on  yonder  bancke. 
Whose  straying  neard  them  selfe  doth  shrowde 

Emons  tne  bashes  rancket 
Mob.  What,  ho,  thou  iolly  shepheardea  swaine,     5 

Come  up  the  hiU  to  me ; 
Better  ia  then  the  lowly  plaine, 

Ala  for  thy  flocke  and  thee. 
Tbom.  Ah !  God  shield,  man,  that  I  ahould  dime. 

And  leame  to  looke  alofte ;  10 

This  rede  is  rife,  tiiat  oftentime 

Great  dymbers  fall  unsoft. 
In  humble  dales  is  footing  fast. 

The  trode  is  not  so  tickle, 
And  though  one  fall  throueh  heedless  hast,  15 

Yet  is  his  misse  not  mickle. 
And  now  the  sunne  hath  reared  upp 

His  fierie-footed  teme. 
Making  his  way  between  the  cupp 

And  golden  diademe ;  tO 

The  rampant  lyon  hunts  he  fast. 

With  dogres  of  noysome  breath, 
Whoae  baletull  barking  bringes  in  hast 

Pyne,  plagues,  and  dreerie  death. 
Agaust  his  cruell  scortching  heate,  35 

Where  thou  hast  coverture, 
llie  waatefuU  hilles  unto  his  direate 

Is  a  plaine  overture : 
But,  if  thee  luat  to  holden  chat 

With  seely  afaepheardes  swayne,  30 

Come  downe.  and  learne  the  little  what. 

That  Thomalin  can  sayne. 
Mob.  Syker,  thous  but  a  leasie  loord, 

And  rekes  much  of  thy  swinck, 
rhat  with  fond  tarmea,  and  wit]eai«e  wordes,         35 

To  Mere  mine  eyes  doest  thinke. 
In  erill  faoure  thou  hentst  in  bond 

Thus  holy  hilles  to  blame, 
For  sacred  iinto  saints  tfaey  stond, 

Andof  them  han  theirnanM.  40 


St  Michela  Mount  who  does  not  know, 

That  wardes  the  westeme  coast  t 
And  of  St  Brigeis  bowre  I  trow 

All  Kent  can  righdy  boast : 
And  they  that  eon  of  muses  skiD  45 

Sayne  most-what,  that  they  dwell 
(As  gote-heardes  wont)  upon  a  hill, 

Beside  a  learned  well. 
And  wonned  not  the  great  good  Pan 

Upon  mount  Oliyet,  50 

Feeding  the  bleased  flocke  of  Dan, 

Which  did  himselfe  beget  1 
Thom.  O  blessed  sheepe  T    O  shepheard  great ! 

That  bought  his  flocke  so  deare. 
And  them  aid  saye  with  bloudy  sweat  55 

From  wolves  that  would  them  teare. 
Mob.  Beside,  as  holy  fathers  sayne, 

There  is  a  holy  place 
Where  Tytan  riseth  from  tbe  mayne 

To  renne  his  dayly  race,  60 

Upon  whose  toppe  the  starreabene  stayed. 

And  all  the  slae  doth  leans ; 
There  is  the  cave  where  Phoebe  layed 

The  shepheard  long  to  dreame. 
Whilome  tnere  used  diepheardes  sll  65 

To  Ciede  theyr  flockes  at  will, 
TOl  by  his  foUy  one  did  faU, 

That  all  the  rest  did  spill. 
And,  sithens  shepheards  bene  foreaayd 

From  plaoea  or  delight,  70 

For-thy  I  weene  thou  be  afrayd 

To  clime  this  hilles  height 
Of  Synah  can  I  teU  thee  more, 

And  of  our  Ladyes  bowre  ; 
But  little  needea  to  atrow  my  store,  75 

Suffice  this  hill  of  our. 
Here  ban  the  holy  faunas  reoourse. 

And  Sylyanea  hauntan  rathe  ; 
Here  has  the  salt  Medway  his  sourse. 

Wherein  the  nymphes  doe  bathe  ;  80 

The  salt  Medway,  that  trickling  atremea 

A.downe  the  dalea  of  Kent, 
Till  with  his  elder  brother  Themes 

His  brackish  wavea  be  me3mt 
Here  rrowes  melampode  every  where,  65 

Ana  teribinth,  ^ood  for  gotes ; 
The  one  my  madding  kids  to  smere,* 

The  next  to  heale  their  tbroates. 
Hereto  the  hilles  bene  nigher  heaven. 

And  thence  the  passage  ethe ;  90 

As  well  can  proove  the  piercing  levin. 

That  s<'ldome  ftsdles  beneath. 
TkioM.  Syker,  thou  speakea  like  a  lewd  Icrrall, 

Of  heaven  to  demen  so ; 
How  be  I  am  but  rude  and  borreD,  95 

Yet  nearer  waies  I  know. 
To  kerke  the  narre,  from  God  more  farre. 

Has  bene  an  olde-said  sawe  ; 
And  he,  that  atrives  to  touche  a  starre. 

Oft  stombles  at  a  straws.  100 

Asoone  may  shepheard  climbe  to  skie 

That  leades  in  lowly  dales. 
As  gotebeard  prowd,  that,  aitting  hie, 

Upon  the  mountayne  sayles. 
My  seely  sheepe  like  well  belowe,  105 

They  neede  not  melampode, 
For  they  bene  hale  enough,  I  trowe, 

And  lyken  their  abode  ; 
But,  if  Uiey  with  they  gotea  should  yeds, 

liiey  soone  might  be  corrupted,  1 10 


Or  I£ke  not  of  the  frowie  Me, 

Or  with  the  weedtt  be  g:latt0d. 
The  hilles,  where  dwelled  holy  ninU, 

I  rererenoe  end  adore, 
hot  for  themselfe,  but  for  the  saincts 

Which  hen  bene  dead  of  yore. 
And  now  they  bene  to  hea?en  fonwenty 

Their  good  ia  with  them  goe ; 
Their  aample  onely  to  ua  lent, 
That  ala  we  moughtdoe  aoe. 
Shephearda  they  weren  of  the  beet. 

And  lived  in  lowly  leea ; 
And,  aith  they  aoulea  be  now  at  rest. 

Why  done  we  them  diaease  1 
Sneh  one  he  waa  (aa  I  hare  heard 

Old  Algrind  often  aayne) 
That  whilome  waa  the  nrat  ahepheard. 

And  lived  wi Ji  little  gayne  : 
And  meeke  he  waa,  aa  meeke  mought  be. 

Simple  aa  aimple  aheepe ; 
Humble,  and  like  in  echo  degree 

The  flocke  which  he  did  keepe. 
Often  he  need  of  hia  keepe 

A  aacriiioe  to  bring, 
Now  with  e  kidd,  now  with  a  aheepe, 

The  altera  hallowing. 
So  lowted  he  unto  hia  lord. 

Such  favour  couth  he  finde, 
That  never  aithena  waa  abhord 

Tbe  aimple  ahepheorda  kinde. 
And  auch,  I  weene,  the  brethren  were 

That  came  from  Canaan, 
The  brethren  twelve,  that  kept  yfere 

The  flockea  of  miffhtie  Pan. 
But  nothing  aoch  thilke  ahepheard  waa 

Whom  Ida  hiU  did  beare. 
That  left  hia  flocke  to  fetohe  a  laaae, 

Whoae  love  he  bought  too  deare. 
For  he  waa  proud,  that  ill  wae  peyd, 

(No  auch  mought  ahephearda  be !) 
And  with  lewd  luat  waa  overlaid  ; 

Tway  things  doen  ill  agree. 
But  ahepheard  mought  be  meek  and  mildy 

Well -eyed,  aa  Argua  waa. 
With  fleshly  foUiee  undefiled. 

And  stoute  aa  ateede  of  braase. 
Sikeone  (aayd  Algrind)  Mosea  waa, 

Hiat  aawe  hia  makera  face, 
Hia  ftce,  more  deare  then  criataU  glaaae. 

And  apake  to  him  in  place. 
Thia  had  a  brother  (hia  name  1  knewe) 

The  firat  of  all  hia  cote, 
A  ahepheard  true,  yet  not  ao  true 

Aa  he  that  earat  I  bote. 
Whilome  all  theae  were  low  and  liefe, 

And  loved  their  flockea  to  feede ; 
They  never  atroven  to  be  chiefe, 

And  aimple  was  theyr  weede : 
Bnt  now  (thanked  be  God  therefore !) 

The  world  ia  well  amend, 
Theyr  weedea  bene  not  ao  nigUy  wore  ; 

Such  aimpleaae  mought  them  abend  ! 
They  bene  yclad  in  purple  and  pall, 

So  hath  theyr  God  them  bliat ; 
They  reigne  and  mien  over  all, 

Aad  lord  it  aa  iher  list ; 
Ygyrt  with  beltee  ot  elittemd  cold, 

(Mought  they  good  ahephearda  bene !) 
Their  Pan  their  aheepe  to  Uwm  baa  aold, 

I  aay  aa  aome  have  aeene. 
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For  Palinode  (if  thou  him  kea) 

Yode  late  on  pilgrimage 
To  Rome  (if  aucn  be  Rome),  and  then 

He  aawe  thilke  misnsage ; 
For  ahepheardea  (aayd  he)  there  doen  lead, 

Aa  brdea  done  other  where ; 
Their  aheep  ban  cniata,  and  they  the  bread : 

The  chippea,  and  they  the  cheere : 
They  ban  the  fleece,  an^  eke  the  fleah, 

(O  aeely  aheepe  the  while  I) 
The  corne  ia  theyra,  let  others  threah. 

Their  handea  they  may  not  flle. 
They  ban  ^^reat  atore  and  thriftie  atookea. 

Great  fttendes  and  feeble  foea ; 
What  neede  hem  caren  for  their  flockea, 

Theyr  boyee  can  looke  to  thoee. 
Theee  wiaarda  welter  in  wealtha  wavea, 

Pampred  in  pleaanrea  deepe ; 
They  ban  fat  kernea,  and  leeny  knavee. 

Their  bating  flockee  to  keepe. 
Sike  mister  men  bene  all  misgone. 

They  heapen  hillea  of  wreUi ; 
Sike  ajrrlie  ahepheerda  ban  we  none, 

They  keepen  all  the  padi. 
MoR.  Here  ia  a  great  deale  of  good  matter 

Lost  for  lacke  of  telling  ! 
Now  aicker  I  aee  thou  doat  but  clatter, 

Harme  may  come  of  moiling. 
Thou  meddlest  more,  then  shall  have  thank, 

To  witen  ahepheards  wealth ; 
When  folke  bene  fat,  and  richea  ranch, 

It  is  a  eigne  of  health. 
But  say  mee,  what  is  Algrind,  bee 

That  is  so  oft  bynempc  ? 
TnoM.  Hee  is  a  ahepheard  great  in  gree. 

But  hath  bene  long  ypent : 
One  day  hee  aet  upon  a  hill, 

Aa  now  thou  wouldest  mee ; 
But  I  am  taught,  by  Algrinds  ill. 

To  love  the  lowe  drgree ; 
For  sitting  ao  with  bared  acalp. 

An  eegle  aorad  hye. 
That,  weemng  hia  white  heed  was  chaike, 

A  ahell-flsh  downe  let  flye ; 
Shee  weer4d  the  shell-fish  to  have  broke. 

But  therewith  brused  his  bnjrne ; 
So  now,  aatonied  with  the  atroke, 

Hee  lyes  in  lingring  payne. 
MoR.  Ah  !  good  Aljj^d !  his  hap  waa  ill. 

But  ahall  be  better  in  time. 
Now  farewell,  ahepheard,  aith  thia  hill 

Thou  hast  snob  doubt  to  clime. 

PAUllOOEa  EKBLBXI. 

In  medio  virtus. 


MOKRCLLs  mBism. 
Tn  tummo/flBliettei. 

AUGUST. 
AEGLOGA  OCTAVA. 

Amooiaarr. 

Ik  this  Aeglogue  ia  aeC  forth  a  daleetnble  eontr^ 
yeraie,  made  in  imitatioo  of  that  in  Thaocriinai 
whereto  also  Virgil  faahionad  hia  third  and  aevanth 
Aeriogoe.  They  ohoae  for  uapcre  of  their  etrile. 
Caddy,  a  neat-heanla  boye ;  who,  having  ended 
their  oanae,  reciteth  also  himaeUb  a  proper  aoof 
iriaeraof  Colin  he  aaith  WW  toAoi:. 
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WILLIE,    PERIGOT.    CUDDIE. 

WILUB. 

Tkll  mee,  Perigot,  what  shalbe  the  game, 

Wherefore  with  mine  thou  dare  thy  maaick  matche? 
Or  bene  thy  bagpypea  renne  farre  out  of  frame? 

Or  hath  the  crampe  thy  ioynta  benomd  with  ache  ? 
Fbiu  Ah !  WUUe,  when  the  hart  is  ill  aaaayde,      5 
How  can  bagpye  or  ioynta  be  well  apayde  ? 
WiL.  What  the  fonle  eyill  hath  thee  ao  beatad  1 

Whilom  thou  was  neregall  to  the  beat. 
And,  wont  to  make  the  i^y  ahephearda  glad, 

With  prping  and  danncing  didat  pasae  the  reattO 
Per.  Ah  f  Willie,  now  I  have  leama  a  new  daunce  ; 
My  old  muaick  mard  by  a  new  miachaunce. 
Will.  Miaehiefe  mou^t  to  that  miBchaunce  beiall. 

That  ao  hath  raft  oa  of  our  meriment ; 
But  Mde  me  what  peine  doth  thee  ao  apall ;  15 

Or  loTcat  thou,  or  bene  thy  younglingea  nuawentl 
Per.  Love  bath  misled  both  my  younglingea  and  me ; 
I  pine  for  payne,  and  they  my  pmne  to  see. 
WiL.       Perdie,  and  wellawaye !  ill  may  they  thrire ; 

Never  knew  I  lovers  aheepe  in  gooa  plight :     tO 
But  and  if  in  rymea  with  me  thou  dare  strive. 

Such  fond  fimtaaiea  aball  aoone  be  put  to  flight. 
Per.  That  ahall  I  doe,  though  mochell  worse  I  fared : 

Never  ahall  be  sayde  that  Perigot  was  dared. 
WiL.  Then  loe,  Perigot,  the  pledge  which  1  plight,!^ 

A  maaer  ywrought  of  the  maple  warre, 
Wherein  ia  enchaMd  many  a  &yre  sight 

Of  beara  and  tygera,  that  maken  fiera  warre ; 
And  over  them  aprad  a  goodly  wilde  vine, 
Entndled  with  a  wanton  y  vy  twine.  50 

Thereby  is  a  lambe  in  the  wolvea  iawes ; 

But  see,  how  iaat  renneth  the  shepheurd  swain 
To  save  the  innocent  from  the  beastes  pawes. 

And  here  with  his  sheepehooke  hath  him  slain. 
Tell  me,  auch  a  cup  beat  thou  ever  scene  t  S3 

Well  mought  it  beseeme  any  harveat  queene. 

Per.  Thereto  will  I  pawne  yonder  apotted  lambe ; 

Of  all  my  flocke  there  nis  sike  another, 
For  I  brouffht  him  up  without  the  dambe ; 

But  Colin  Clout  rafte  me  of  hii  brother,  40 

That  he  pnrchast  of  me  in  the  phune  field ; 
Sore  •gBnut  my  will  waa  I  forst  to  }reeld. 
WiL.  Sicker,  make  like  account  of  his  brother; 

But  who  shsll  iudffe  the  wager  wonne  or  lostt 
Per.  That  ahall  yonder  heardgrome  and  none  other. 

Which  over  the  pouase  hetberward  doth  poat.  46 
WiL.  But,  for  the  aunnbeame  so  sore  doth  us  beate. 
Ware  not  better  to  ahunne  the  aoortching  heate  T 
Per.  Well  agreed,  Willie;  then  set  thee  downe, 
swayne; 

Sike  a  song  never  heardest  thou  but  Colin  sing.  50 
Cud.  Gynne,   when  ye  list,  ye  ioUy  shephoaraea 
twayne; 

Sike  a  iudge,  as  Cuddie,  were  for  a  king. 
Per.  '*  It  tuX  upon  a  holy  eve, 
WiL.        Hey,  no,  holiday  1 
Per.  When  noly  iathera  wont  to  ahrieve ;  55 

WiL.        Now  ginneth  thia  roundelay. 
Per.  Sitting  upon  a  hill  ao  hie, 
WiL.        Hey,  ho,  the  high  hill ! 
Per.  The  whUe  my  flocke  did  feede  thereby ; 
WiL.        The  white  the  ahepheardaelfe  did  apfll;  60 
Per.  I  saw  the  bouncing  Bellibone, 
WiL.        Hey,  ho,  Bonnibell  I 
Per.  Tripping  over  the  dale  alone ; 
WiL.        aha  em  trip  it  very  well. 
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Per.  Well  decked  in  a  frocke  of  gray, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  may  is  greet  I 

Per.  And  in  a  kirde  of  greene  saye, 

WiL.        The  greene  is  for  maydens  meet. 

Per.  a  chapelet  on  her  head  ute  wore, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  chapelet  { 

Per.  Of  aweete  violate  therein  was  store, 

Wjl.        She  sweeter  then  the  violet. 

Per.  My  sheepe  did  leave  their  wonted  food, 

WiL.        Hey.  ho,  seely  sheepe  I 

Per.  And  gaad  on  her  as  they  were  wood, 

WiL.        Wood  as  he  that  did  them  keepe. 

Per.  Ab  the  bonilaaae  paaaed  bye, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  bonilasse ! 

Per.  She  rovde  at  me  with  glauncing  eye, 

WiL.        Aa  deare  aa  the  criatall  g:lasse : 

Per.  All  as  the  sunny  beame  so  bright, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  the  sunny  beame  ! 

Per.  Glaunoeth  from  Phoebus  fiioe  forthright, 

WiL.        So  love  into  thy  heart  did  atreame : 

Per.  Or  aa  the  thonder  deavea  the  cloudea, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  the  thonder ! 

Per.  Wherem  the  lightsome  levin  shroudea, 

WiL.        So  cleaves  thy  soule  aaonder  : 

Per.  Or  aa  Dame  Cynthiaa  silver  ray, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  the  moonelight ! 

Per.  Upon  the  eUttering  wave  doth  play, 

WiL.        Such  j^y  ia  a  pitteoua  plight 

Per.  The  glaunce  into  my  heart  did 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  the  glyder  I 

Per.  Therewith  my  soule  waa  aharply  gryde, 

WiL.        Such  wonndea  soon  wezen  wider. 

Per.  Hasting  to  rannch  the  arrowe  out, 

WiL.        Hot,  ho,  Perigot! 

Per.  I  left  tne  head  in  my  heart-root, 

WiL.        It  waa  a  deeperate  ahot. 

Per.  There  it  ranckletb  aye  more  and  more, 

Wiu        Hey,  ho,  the  arrow  1 

Per.  Ne  can  I  find  aalve  for  my  aore, 

WiL.        Love  ia  a  carelesa  sorrow. 

Per.  And  though  my  bale  with  death  1  bought,  105 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  heavie  cheere ! 

Per.  Yet  ahould  thilk  lease  not  from  my  thought, 

Wiu        So  you  may  buye  golde  too  deere. 

Per.  But  wliether  in  paynemll  love  I  pyne, 

Wiu        Hey,  ho,  pinching  payne  1  llC 

Per.  Or  thrive  in  weelth,  ahe  ahalbe  mine, 

Wiu        But  if  thou  csn  her  obtaine. 

Per.  And  if  for  gracelesse  griefe  I  dve, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  gracelesse  griefe  I 

Per.  Witnesse  she  slue  me  with  her  eye,  1 15 

Wiu        Let  thv  folly  be  the  priefe. 

Per.  And  you  tnat  sawe  it,  aimple  aheepe^ 

Wiu        Hey,  ho,  the  fayre  flocke ! 

Per.  For  priefe  thereof,  my  death  ahaU  weepe, 

Wiu        And  mone  with  many  a  mocke.  120 

Per.  So  leamd  I  love  on  a  holy  eve, 

WiL.        Hey,  ho,  holy-day ! 

Per.  That  ever  aince  my  heart  did  grave, 

Wiu        Now  endeth  our  roundelay." 

Cvo.  Sicker,  aike  a  roundle  never  heard  I  none ;  1S5 
Little  lacketh  Perigot  of  the  beat. 

And  Willie  is  not  greatly  overgone. 
So  weren  hia  under-aongea  well  addrest. 

Wxu  Heardgrome,  I  fear  me  thou  have  a  aquint  eye , 

Areede  uprightly,  who  baa  the  vietorie.  190 

Cud.  Fayth  of  my  aonle,  I  deeme  eehe  have  gained ; 
Forthy  let  the  lambe  be  Willie  hia  owne ; 

And  for  Pengot,  ao  well  hath  him  payned. 
To  him  be  the  wroughten 
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Pnu  Parifpotii  well  plaued  with  the  doome,      1S5 
Ne  can  Willie  wite  the  witeleee  heerdgroome. 
WiL.  Neyer  dempt  mora  right  of  beentie,  I  weeoe, 
The  ehepheerd  of  Ida  that  iudged  beevtiea  queene. 
Cud.  But  tell  me,  thepheerds,  ehonld  ii  oot  jehend 

Your  roiindeli  freeh,  to  hean  a  doleinll  Tene  140 
Of  Rosalind  (who  knowes  not  R^hff^i"i<  1) 

That  Colin  made  T  ylke  ean  I  joa  reheerae. 
Pnu  Now  aa^  it,  Caddie,  aa  thoa  art  a  ladde ; 
With  mery  thmg  ita  good  to  medle  aadde. 
WiL.  Fa;fth  of  my  aonle,  thon  ahalt  yerooned  he  145 

In  Couna  ateede,  if  thoa  thia  aong  areede ; 
For  nerer  thing  on  earth  ao  pleaaeth  me 

Aa  him  to  heare,  or  matter  of  hia  deede. 
CvD,  Then  listen  ech  unto  my  hearie  lay. 
And  tone  year  pypea  aa  rathrall  aa  yee  may.      150 

"  Ye  wasteluU  woodea  1  bear  witnesae  of  my  woe. 
Wherein  my  plainta  did  oftentimea  rsaounde ; 
Ye  oaraleaae  oyrda  are  privy  to  my  oryea, 
Whioh  in  your  aon^  were  woont  to  make  a  part : 
Thou,  pleasaunt  spring,  hast  luld  mee  oft  aaleepe,  155 
Whose  Bteamea  my  trickling  tearea  did  oft  augment ! 

"  Resort  of  people  doth  my  griefea  augment. 
Tie  walled  townes  doe  worke  my  greater  woe ; 
The  foreet  wide  is  fitter  to  resound 
The  hollow  eoeho  of  my  carefuU  oriea :  160 

I  hate  the  house,  since  thence  my  loye  did  pert, 
Whose  waileful  want  debars  my  eyes  of  sleepe. 

"  Let  BtreBMB  of  tearaa  supply  the  place  of  aleepe ; 
Let  all,  that  aweete  is,  yoya ;  and  all,  that  may  aug- 
ment 
My  dole,  drew  neere !  mora  meete  to  waile  my  woe 
Bene  the  wilde  woods,  my  sorows  to  resound,    166 
Then  bed,  nor  bowra,  both  which  I  fill  with  cries. 
When  I  them  see  so  waste,  and  finde  no  part 

"  Of  pleasura  past    Hera  will  1  dwell  apart 
In  gaatfiill  groye  therafora,  till  my  last  sleep       170 
Doo  close  mine  eyee ;  so  shall  I  not  augment 
With  eight  of  aueh  as  chaunge  my  restlesse  woe. 
Help  me,3ree  beneful  byrds  !  whose  shrieking  sound 
In  signe  of  dreery  death,  my  deadly  criea 

<*  Moat  ruthfuUy  to  tune:  andasmyctyes         175 
(Which  of  my  woe  cannot  bewray  least  part) 
You  heera  all  night,  when  nature  crayeth  sleep, 
Incrsaae,  ao  let  your  pkaome  yelles  augment. 
Thus  all  the  nightes  m  plaintes.  the  daye  in  woe, 
I  yowed  haye  to  waate,  till  aafe  and  aound  180 

**  She  home  retume,  whose  royces  sUrer  sound 
To  ehssrafiill  son^  can  chaunge  my  cheerelease  cries. 
HsMO  with  the  nightingale  will  I  take  part. 
That  blssasd  byrd,  that  spendes  her  time  of  sleepe 
In  soBgea  and  pl^tiye  pleaa,  the  more  t*  augment 
the  ■■■nrii  of  hia  miadeede  that  bred»her  woe.  186 

•  Aad  yoa  Aii  fed  no  woe,  when  as  the  sound 
OC  ifeM*  wr  mghtliB  cries  ye  heere  apart, 

awepe,  and  pitie  augment." 

die  shepheardea  ioye,       190 
««li  toning  of  thy  yerae; 
m^.^-..7^CeAdm,die  liefest  boye, 
'^-^  ^52Sl^  *»»•  *o«  ^rt  rehearse ! 

Vnaa,ihepheards,tai  you  be 
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VmemH  gloria  vUti, 

WILLYn  BVaLUlI. 

Ftnfio  Non  mttOL. 

C09OUS  XICBLIMX. 

FtHeiAipwK 

SEPTEMBER. 
AEOLOGA  NONA. 

AROUmNT. 

HEmmi  Diggon  Dayie  is  deyised  to  be  a  ahep- 
heard  that,  in  hope  of  more  gaine,  droye  his  shef^p^ 
into  a  iarre  oountray.  The  abnaea  whereof,  and 
looae  liying  of  popiah  prelates,  by  occaaion  of  Hob- 
binols  demaund,  he  diaoourseth  at  large. 

HOBBXNOLL.    DIOGON  DAVIE. 

BOBBIKOLL. 

DioooK  DAyn !  I  bid  her  god  day ; 

Or  Digron  her  ia,  or  I  misaay. 

,  Dig.  Her  waa  her,  while  it  was  day-light. 

But  nowe  her  ia  a  moat  wretched  wight : 

For  day,  that  waa,  ia  wightly  past,  5 

And  now  at  eant  the  dirke  night  doth  host. 

Hob.  Diggon,  areede  who  has  theeao  dight ; 
Neyer  I  wist  thee  in  so  poore  a  plight 
Where  ia  the  fme  flocke  thou  wast  woont  to  lead  ? 
Or  bene  they  chaffred,  or  at  mischiefe  dead  t        10 

Dio.  Ah !  for  loye  of  that  is  to  thee  most  leefe, 
HobbinoU.  I  pny  thee  gall  not  m)r  olde  greefe ; 
Sike  queation  rippeth  up  cause  of  new  woe. 
For  one,  opened,  mote  unfold  many  moe. 

Hob.  Nay,  hut  aonow  cloae  dirouded  in  heart,  15 
I  know,  to  leepe  ia  a  burdenous  smart : 
Ech  thing  imparted  is  more  eath  to  beare : 
When  the  reyne  is  fallen,  the  doods  wuzen  deare. 
And  now,  aithence  I  sew  thy  head  last, 
llkrise  three  moones  bene  nilly  spent  and  past ;   80 
Since  when  thou  hast  measured  much  ground, 
And  wandred  weele  about  the  world  round. 
So  as  thou  can  many  thingee  relate ; 
But  tell  me  fint  of  thy  flockea  eatate.  [(ore  t 

Dig.  My  aheepe  bene  wasted ;  (wae  is  me  tliere- 
The  ioUy  sbepheard  that  was  of  jrora,  tO 

Is  now  nor  lolly,  nor  shephwrd  mere. 
In  forreinecoeates  men  aayd  waa  plantie  x 
-  --And  so  there  is,  but  all  of  miserie : 
I  dempt  there  much  to  haye  eeked  my  store,        SO 
But  such  eeking  hath  made  my  heart  aof«. 
In  tho  countries,  whereaa  I  haye  bene. 
No  beeing  for  those  that  truly  mene ; 
But  for  such,  aa  of  guile  maken  gaine. 
No  such  countiy  aa  there  to  reroaine ;  S5 

They  setten  to  sale  ihm  ahopa  of  shame. 
And  maken  a  mart  of  tneyr  good  name : 
The  ahephearda  there  robben  one  another 
And  h^en  baytes  to  beenile  her  brother ; 
Or  they  will  bnye  hia  aheepe  out  of  the  cote,        40 
Or  they  will  oanren  the  ahepheerdes  threte. 
The  ahepheerdea  awayne  you  cannot  wsU  ken. 
But  it  be  by  his  Dride,  from  other  men ; 
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Tbey  looken  bigge  as  bullea  tbat  bene  bate 

And  bearen  tbe  cragge  so  stiffe  and  ao  state,        45 

As  cocke  on  his  dunghill  crowing  cranck. 

Hob.  Diggon,  I  am  so  stiffe  and  so  stanck» 
That  oneth  may  I  stand  any  more ; 
And  now  tbe  westeme  winde  bloweth  sore, 
That  now  is  in  his  chiefe  soveiaigntee,  50 

Beating  the  withered  leafe  from  the  tree ; 
Sitte  we  downe  here  under  the  hill ; 
Tho  may  we  talke  and  tellen  our  fill, 
And  make  a  mocke  at  the  blustering  blast : 
Now  say  on,  Diggon,  whaterer  thou  hast.  55 

Dig.  Hobbin,  idk  Hobbin !  I  curae  the  stound 
That  eyer  I  cast  to  hare  lome  this  ground : 
Wel-away  the  while  I  was  so  fond 
To  leave  tbe  good,  that  I  had  in  bond, 
In  hope  of  better  that  was  uncouth ;  60 

So  lost  the  dogge  the  flesh  in  his  mouth ; 
My  seely  sheepe  (ah !  seely  sheepe  1) 
That  here  by  there  I  wilome  usde  to  keepe« 
All  were  they  lustie  as  thou  didest  see. 
Bene  all  starred  with  pyne  and  penurie ;  65 

Harldly  my  selfe  escaped  thilke  peine, 
Driven  for  neede  to  come  home  againe. 

Hob.  Ah  !  fon,  now  by  thy  losse  art  taught 
That  seldom  chaunge  the  better  brought : 
Content  who  lires  with  tryed  state,  70 

Neede  feare  no  chaunge  of  frowning  fate ; 
But  who  will  seeke  for  unknowne  gayne. 
Oft  lives  by  losse,  and  leaves  with  payne^ 

Dio.  I  wote  ne,  Hobbin,  how  I  was  bewitcht 
With  vayne  desire  and  hope  to  be  enricht :  75 

But  sicker,  so  it  is,  as  the  bright  sCarre 
Seemeth  aye  greater  when  it  is  farre : 
I  thought  the  soyle  would  have  made  me  rich. 
But  now  I  wote  it  is  nothing  sich ; 
For  eyther  the  shepheards  bene  ydle  and  still,      80 
And  leddeof  theyr  sheepe  what  way  they  will, 
Or  they  bene  false,  and  full  of  covetise, 
And  casten  to  oompasse  many  wronge  emprise . 
But  the  more  bene  freight  with  fnud  and  spight, 
Ne  in  good  nor  goodnes  taken  delight,  85 

But  kindle  coales  of  conteck  and  yre, 
Wherewith  they  set  all  the  world  on  fire ; 
Which  when  they  thinken  againe  to  quench, 
With  holy  water  fhey  doen  hem  all  drench. 
They  saye  they  con  to  heaven  the  high- way,         90 
But  by  my  soule  I  dare  undersaye 
Tbey  never  sette  foote  in  that  same  troad. 
But  balke  tbe  right  way,  and  strayen  abroad. 
They  boast  they  ban  the  devill  at  coromaund, 
But  aske  hem  therefore  what  they  ban  paund :      95 
Marrie  1  that  great  Pan  bought  with  deare  borrow^ 
To  quite  it  from  the  blacke  bowre  of  sorrow. 
But  they  ban  sold  thilke  same  long  egoe, 
For  they  woulden  draw  with  hem  many  moe. 
But  let  hem  gange  alone  a  Gods  name ;  100 

As  they  ban  brewed,  so  let  hem  beare  blame. 

Hob.  Diggon,  I  pray  thee  speake  not  so  dirke ; 
Such  myster  saying  me  seemetn  to-mirke.      [what, 

Dio.  Then,  plainly  to  speake  of  ahepheards  moste 
Badde  is  the  best ;  (this  English  is  flat.)  105 

Their  ill  haviour  garrea  men  missay 
Both  of  theyr  doctrine,  and  thejrr  lay. 
They  sayne  the  world  is  much  war  then  it  went. 
All  for  oer  shepheardes  bene  beastly  and  blont. 
Other  sayne,  but  howe  truely  I  n'ote,  110 

All  for  tney  holden  ahame  of  their  cote : 
^osse  stieke  not  to  aay,  (bote  cole  on  her  tongue !) 
That  aike  misehiefe  graaeth  hem  emong. 


All  for  they  casten  too  much  of  worldes  care. 

To  deck  her  dame,  and  enrich  her  heire ;  115 

For  auch  encheason,  if  you  goe  nie, 

Fewe  ohimnies  reeking  you  shall  espie. 

The  fat  oze,  that  wont  ligge  in  the  stall, 

Is  nowe  fast  stalled  in  her  crumenall. 

Thus  ohatten  the  people  in  their  steads,  120 

Ylike  as  a  monster  of  many  heads : 

But  they,  that  ahooten  nearest  the  pricke, 

Sayne,  oiher  the  &t  from  their  beards  doen  lick : 

For  big^  buUes  of  Basan  brace  hem  about. 

That  with  their  homes  botten  the  more  stoute ;  125 

But  the  leane  soules  treaden  under  foot. 

And  to  seeke  redresse  mourht  little  boote ; 

For  liker  bene  they  to  pluok  away  more. 

Then  ought  of  the  gotten  good  to  restore : 

For  they  bene  like  fowle  wagmoires  overgrast,   150 

That,  if  thy  galage  once  aticketh  fast. 

The  more  to  winde  it  out  thou  dost  swinck. 

Thou  mought  aye  deeper  and  deeper  sinck. 

Yet  better  leave  off  with  a  little  losse. 

Then  by  much  wrestling  to  leese  the  grosse.       135 

Hob.    Nowe,  Diggon,  I  see  thou  speakest  too 
Better  it  were  a  little  to  feine,  [plaine ; 

And  cleanely  cover  that  cannot  be  cured ; 
Such  ill,  as  is  forced,  mought  needes  bee  endured. 
But  of  sike  pastoures  howe  done  the  flocks  creepe?  140 

Dio.  Sike  as  the  shepheards,  sike  bene  her  sheepe. 
For  they  nill  listen  to  the  shepheards  voice  j 
But  if  he  call  hem,  at  their  good  choice 
They  wander  at  will  and  stay  at  pleasure. 
And  to  their  folds  yeade  at  tneir  owne  leaaure.  145 
But  they  had  be  better  come  at  their  call ; 
For  many  ban  unto  misehiefe  fall, 
And  bene  of  ravenous  wolves  yrent. 
All  for  they  nould  be  buzome  and  bent.      Heasing  ; 

Hob.  Fie  on  thee,  Difgon,  and  all  thy  foule 
Well  is  knowne  that,  aith  Uie  Saxon  king,  151 

Never  was  wolf  seene,  many  nor  some. 
Nor  in  all  Kent,  nor  in  Christendome ; 
But  the  fewer  wolves  (the  sooth  to  saine) 
The  more  bene  the  foxes  that  here  remaine.        155 

Dig.  Yes,  but  they  gang  in  more  secret  wise. 
And  with  sheeps  clothing  doen  hem  disguise. 
They  walke  not  widely  as  they  were  wont. 
For  feare  of  raungers  and  the  great  hunt. 
But  prively  proUing  to  and  froe,  160 

Enaunter  they  mought  be  inly  knowe. 

Hob.  Or  privie,  or  pert  of^any  bin. 
We  han  great  bandoga  will  teare  their  tkin. 

Dio.  In  deede  thy  Ball  is  a  bold  bigge  cur. 
And  could  make  a  ioUy  hole  in  their  fur  :  165 

But  not  good  dogs  hem  needeth  to  chace 
But  heedy  ahepheards  to  disceme  their  fiM^e  ; 
For  all  their  craft  is  in  their  countenaunce. 
They  bene  so  mve  and  full  of  maintenaunce. 
But  ahall  I  tefl  thee  what  my  self  knoe  170 

Chaunced  to  Roffin  not  long  ygoe  ? 

Hob.  Say  it  out,  Diggon,  whatever  it  bight. 
For  not  but  well  mought  him  betight . 
He  is  so  meeke,  wise,  and  merciable. 
And  with  his  word  his  work  is  convenable.         17  J 
Colin  Clout,  I  weene,  be  his  selfe  boye, 
(Ah,  for  Colin!  he  whilomemy  ioye:) 
Shepheards  sich,  God  mought  us  many  send. 
That  doen  so  eareftiUy  theyr  flocks  tend. 

Dio.  Thilke  same  shepheard  mought  I  well  marke, 
He  has  a  dogge  to  bite  or  to  berke ;  181 

Never  had  shepheard  so  keene  a  our, 
That  waketh  and  if  but  a  leafe  atur. 

ce 
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Wbilome  tbers  wonnsd  a  wicked  wolfe, 

Tb«t  with  many  a  lambe  had  gutted  hii  gulfe,    185 

And  erer  at  night  wont  to  reuayre 

Unto  the  ilocke,  when  the  welkin  shone  fayre, 

Yclid  in  clothing  of  seel  j  sbeepe, 

When  the  good  olde  man  used  to  sleepe ; 

Tho  at  midnight  he  would  barke  and  oall,  190 

(For  he  had  eft  learned  a  curriis  call.) 

As  if  a  woolfe  were  emong  the  sheepe  : 

With  that  the  shepheard  would  breake  his  sleepe, 

And  send  out  Lowder  (for  so  his  dog  hote) 

To  raunge  the  fields  with  wide  open  throte.       195 

Tho,  when  as  Lowder  was  hr  away. 

This  wolyish  sheepe  woulde  catohen  his  piay, 

A  lambe,  or  a  kid,  or  a  weanell  wast ; 

With  that  to  the  wood  would  bee  speede  him  hsL 

Lonr  time  he  used  this  slipperr  pranck,  200 

Ere  Rcftr  could  for  his  labour  nim  thanck. 

At  end,  tne  shepheard  his  practise  spjed^ 

^For  Roiiy  is  wise,  and  as  Argus  eyed,) 

And,  when  at  eren  he  came  to  the  flookei 

Fast  in  their  foldes  he  did  them  locke,  t05 

And  tooke  out  the  woolfe  in  his  counterfeit  cote, 

And  let  out  the  sheepes  bloud  at  his  throte. 

Hob.  Marry,  Diggon,  what  should  him  affraye 
To  take  his  owne  where  ever  it  laye  T 
For,  had  his  wesand  been  a  little  widder,  tlO 

He  woulde  have  devoured  both  bidder  and  sbidder* 

Dig.  Miichiefe  light  on  him,  and  Gods  great  curse. 
Too  good  for  him  bad  bene  a  great  deale  worse ; 
For  it  was  a  perilous  beast  abore  all, 
And  eke  had  ne  cond  the  ahepheards  call,  tl6 

And  oft  in  the  night  came  to  the  sheep-cote. 
And  called  Lowder,  with  a  hollow  throte, 
As  if  the  olde  man  selfe  had  beene  : 
The  dogge  hie  maisters  voice  did  it  weene. 
Yet  bane  in  doubt  he  opened  the  dore,  f  tO 

And  ranne  out  as  he  was  wont  of  yore. 
No  sooner  was  out,  but,  swifter  tnsn  thought. 
Fast  by  the  hyde  the  wolfe  Lowder  caught ; 
And  had  not  Rofly  renne  to  the  Steven, 
Lowder  had  bene  slaine  thilke  same  even.  SS5 

Hob.  Ood  shield,  man,  bee  ahould  so  ill  have  thrive. 
All  for  he  did  his  devoyre  belive. 
If  sike  bene  wolves,  ss  thou  hsst  told, 
How  mought  we,  Dirgon,  hem  behold  t 

Dig.  How,  but,  with  heede  and  watcbfullnesse, 
Forstallen  hem  of  their  willinesse  :  tSl 

For-thy  with  shepheard  aittes  not  play. 
Or  sleepe,  as  some  doen,  all  the  long  day ; 
But  ever  liggen  in  watch  and  ward, 
From  sodaine  force  their  flocks  for  to  gard.        tSS 

Hob.  Aht   Diggon,  thilke  same  rule  were  too 
All  the  cold  season  to  watch  and  waite :     [straight, 
We  bene  of  flesh,  men  as  other  bee. 
Why  should  we  be  bound  to  such  miseree  T 
What^erer  thing  laeketh  cbaun^ble  rest,         f 40 
Mought  needes  decay,  when  it  is  at  best. 

Dig.  Ah !  but,  HobbinoU,  all  this  long  taU 
Nought  easeth  the  care  that  doth  mee  forhaile ; 
What  shall  I  doe  Y  what  way  shaU  I  wend, 
My  piteous  plight  and  losse  to  amend  1  f  45 

Ah  !  |ood  HobbinoU,  mouffht  I  thee  pray 
Of  ayde  or  counaell  in  my  decaye. 

Hob.  Now  b^r  my  souto,  Diggon,  I  lament 
The  haplesse  nusohiefe  that  has  the  ^ent ; 
Nethelease  thou  seeat  my  lowl>  saile,  S50 

That  froward  Fortune  doth  ever  availe : 
fiut,  were  HobbinoU  as  Ood  mought  please, 
Diggon  should  soone  finde  laTour  sod  ease  *  | 
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But  if  to  my  cotage  thou  wilt  reaoit. 
So  as  I  can  I  wiU  thee  comfort : 
There  mayst  thou  liege  in  a  Tetehy  bed, 
TiU  fiiirer  Fortune  jbew  forth  hb  bead. 

Dig.  Ah  (  HobbinoU,  God  mought  it  tbee  requite : 
Diggon  on  fewe  such  friendea  did  ever  tile.        f  59 
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OCTOBER, 
AEGLOOA  DECIMA* 

AROUIiaifT. 

In  Cuddie  ia  aet  out  the  peHaet  otiem  of  a  poet, 
which,  findiuff  so  maintenanoe  ot  hit  atate  and 
studies,  oomplainech  of  the  oontempt  of  poetrie,  and 
the  causes  thereof:  speciaUy  having  bene  in  aU  ages, 
and  even  amongst  tne  moat  barbarous,  alwaiea  of 
smgular  account  and  honour,  and  being  indeed  so 
worthie  and  commendable  an  art  |  or  rather  no  art, 
but  a  divine  gift  and  heavenly  inatiact  not  to  be 
gotten  by  labour  and  learning,  but  adorned  with 
both ;  and  poured  into  the  witte  by  a  oertaine  en- 
thousiasmos  and  eeleatiall  inspiration,  as  |ba  author 
hereof  else  where  at  large  diseourseth  in  his  booke 
caUed  Th*  EngUA  Post,  which  booke  being  lately 
come  to  my  hsndes,  I  minde  also  by  Ooda  grsM, 
upon  further  adviaeonent,  to  publiah. 

PIERS.    CUDDIE. 


CuDOiB,  for  shame,  holde  up  thv  heavie  head. 
And  let  us  east  with  what  aelignt  to  ehaoe 
And  weaiy  thia  long  lingering  Phoebus  race. 
Wbilome  thou  wont  the  shepheards  laddea  to  le^ 
In  rimes,  in  ridlee,  and  in  bydding  base  ;  5 

Nowe  they  in  thee,  and  thou  in  sleepe,  arte  daade. 

Cud.  Piers,  I  have  pyped  eret  ao  long  with  payne. 
That  all  mine  oten  reeoiea  ben  rant  and  wore. 
And  my  poore  muse  hath  spent  her  spared  store. 
Yet  little  good  bath  got,  and  much  lesse  gayne.    10 
Such  plessaunce  makes  the  grashopper  so  poore. 
And  hgge  so  layd,  when  winter  dotn  her  atraine. 

The  dapper  ditties,  that  I  wont  devise, 

To  feede  youthes  ftmoie,  and  the  flocking  fry, 

Delighten  much ;  what  I  the  bett  forthy  1  15 

They  ban  the  pleasure,  I  a  selender  prise: 

I  beate  the  bush,  the  byrdes  to  tbem  do  flie : 

What  good  thereof  to  uuddie  can  arise  t 

PixMS.  Cuddie,  the  praise  ia  better  than  the  price, 
The  fflory  eke  much  greater  then  the  gayne :        fO 
O  what  an  honour  is  it,  to  restraine 
The  lust  of  lawlesse  youth  with  good  adviee^ 
Or  prickethem  ftwrth  with  pleasaaaoeof  thy  vtlaa^ 
Whereto  thou  list  their  tnined  wiUae  antioe  1 

Soone  as  thou  gynst  to  aette  thy  notea  ia  frame,  f  5 
O  how  the  ruru  routes  to  thee  do  deave  I 
Seemeth  thou  doeat  theyr  soule  of  sense  bereave. 
All  as  the  shepheard  that  did  fetch  hia  dame 
From  Plutoes  balefuU  bowre  withonieii  leave ; 
His  musickea  might  the  helliah  hound  did  tMne.  90 

[trsyBO, 
Cub.  8o  prayasn   babeatha   peaeocha   ipoMid 
And  wondna  at  bright  Argaa  blasiBg  egm) 
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Bat  who  rewudM  bim  ere  the  more  forthv, 

Or  feedee  him  once  the  fuller  by  e  g^nine  f 

Sike  praise  is  smoke,  that  sheddeth  ui  the  skie ;    S5 

Sike  words  bene  wixide,  and  wasteo  soooe  in  raine. 

PisHs.  Abandon  then  the  base  and  viler  downe ; 
Lift  up  thy  selfe  ont  of  the  lowly  dust, 
And  sinf?  of  bloody  Mars,  of  wars,  of  giusts  ; 
Taroe  thee  to  those  that  weld  the  awfiUl  crowne,  40 
To  doubted  knights,  whose  woundlesse  armour  rosts, 
And  belmes  unbruxed  wexen  daylie  browne. 

Thero  may  thy  muse  display  her  fluttering  wing, 
And  stretch  herselfe  at  large  from  east  to  west ; 
Whither  thou  list  in  fayre  Elisa  rest,  45 

Or,  if  thee  nlease  in  bigger  notes  to  sing, 
AdTsnnce  tne  worthy  whom  she  loveth  best, 
The  first  the  white  beare  to  the  stake  did  bring. 

And,  when  the  atubboine  stroke  of  stronger  stounds 

Has  somewhat  slackt  the  tenor  of  thy  string,       50 

Of  lore  and  Instihead  tho  maist  thou  sing, 

And  earroU  lowde,  and  leade  the  millers  xoondst 

All  were  Elisa  one  of  thilk  same  ring ; 

So  moaght  onr  Caddies  name  to  hearea  soiinde» 

Cud.  Id  deeds  the  Romish  Tityms,  I  heare,    55 
Through  his  Mecanas  left  his  oaten  reede, 
Whereon  bee  earst  had  taught  his  flocks  to  feede. 
And  laboured  lands  to  yeeld  the  timely  eare. 
And  eft  did  sing  of  wanes  and  deadly  dreede, 
So  as  the  hearens  did  quake  his  rerse  to  heare.    60 

But  ah !  MeesBsas  is  ydad  in  daye, 

And  great  Angustua  long  ygoe  is  dead. 

And  all  the  worthies  liggen  wrapt  in  lead. 

That  matter  made  for  poets  on  to  playe : 

For  sTer,  who  in  demng-doe  were  dread,  65 

The  loftie  rerse  of  hem  was  loered  aya. 

But  after  rertue  gan  for  age  to  stoupe 
And  mightie  msi&ood  brought  a  beade  •f  ease, 
The  raunting  poets  found  nought  worth  a  pease 
To  put  in  presce  among  the  learned  troupe  :         70 
Tho  gan  the  atreames  of  flowing  wittas  to  oease. 
And  sunnabright  honour  pend  m  ahamefull  ooupe* 
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And  if  that  any  buddea  of  poesie. 
Yet  of  the  old  stocks,  gan  to  ahoote  againe. 
Or  it  mens  follies  mote  to-foroe  to  fain. 
And  rolle  with  rest  in  rymes  of  ribaudrie ; 
Or,  as  it  sprung,  it  wither  must  a^fsine ; 
Tom  Piper  makes  as  better  melodie. 

[place  7 
Piers.  O  pierlesse  po'esiel  where  is  then  thy 
If  nor  in  prinoe  pallaoe  thou  doest  sit,  80 

(And  yet  is  princes  pallace  the  most  fit,) 
Ne  brest  of  baser  birth  doth  thee  embrace. 
Then  make  thee  winga  of  thine  aspiring  wit. 
And,  whence  thou  osmst,  flie  backe  to  hearen  apace. 

Cud.  Ah  I  Percy,  it  is  sll-fto  wsakesnd  wanDe,85 
So  high  to  sort  and  make  so  large  a  flight ; 
Her  peeced  pyneons  bene  not  so  in  plight : 
For  Colin  fits  aueh  ftsAoqa  flight  to  scanne ; 
He,  were  he  not  with  lore  so  ill  bedight, 
Would  mount  as  high  and  sing  as  soote  ss  swsnne.  90 

[so  hie, 

PniRs.  Ah  1  fon ;  for  lore  does  teach  him  dimbe 
And  lyftea  him  up  out  of  the  loathsome  myrs ; 


Such  immortal  mirror,  as  he  doth  admire, 
Would  rayes  ones  minde  shore  the  starrie  skie. 
And  cause  a  caytire  oorage  to  aspire ; 
For  loftie  lore  doth  loath  a  lowly  eye. 
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Cud.  All  otherwise  the  state  of  poet  stands ; 
For  lordly  Lore  is  such  a  tyranoe  tell. 
That,  where  he  rules,  all  power  he  doth  expell ; 
Hie  raunted  verse  a  racant  bead  demaundes,      100 
Ne  wont  with  crabbed  care  the  muses  dwell : 
Unwisely  weares,  that  takea  two  webbes  in  band* 

Who  erer  castes  to  composse  wi|[htie  prise. 
And  thinkes  to  throws  out  thundnng  words  of  threat, 
Let  powre  in  Tarish  cups  and  thriftie  bittes  of  meats, 
For  Bacchua  fruite  is  ftiend  to  Phoebus  wise  ;     106 
And,  when  with  wine  the  braine  begins  to  sweat. 
The  numbers  flow  as  fast  as  spring  doth  rise* 

Thou  kenst  not,  Percie,  how  the  rime  should  rsge ; 
O  if  my  temples  were  distaiu'd  with  wine,  110 

And  girt  in  girlonds  of  wilde  yrie  twine. 
How  I  could  reare  the  muse  on  stately  stage, 
And  tesch  her  tread  aloft  in  buskin  fine. 
With  queint  Bellona  in  her  equipage  I 

But  ah !  my  coura^  cooles  ere  it  be  warms :      115 
Fortfay  content  us  m  this  humble  shade. 
Where  no  such  troublgus  tydes  ban  us  assayde ; 
Here  we  our  slender  pipes  may  safely  charms  [layd 
Piers.  And,  when  mr  gates  shall  ban  theyr  bellyes 
Cuddie  shall  hare  a  )di&  to  stors  bis  farms.      i^O 

cuddies  emblemb. 
AgUtMU  mit$eimm  iU»,  B^, 

NOVEMBER. 
AEGLOGA  UNDECIMA. 

AROUMSKT. 

In  this  zi«  Aeglogue  bee  bewaileth  the  death  of 
some  msiden  of  great  blood,  whom  he  calleth 
Dido.  I'he  personsge  is  secret,  and  to  me  altogi- 
ther  unknowne,  albeit  of  himselfe  I  often  required 
tlie  same,  lliis  seglogue  is  made  in  imiution  of 
Marot  his  song,  which  he  made  upon  the  death  of 
Loyea  the  French  t^ueen  ;  but  farre  passing  his 
reach,  and  in  mine  opinion  all  other  the  aeglogues  of 
this  book. 

THENOT,    COHN. 

thenot. 

Colin,  my  dears,  when  ahall  it  please  thee  sing, 
As  thou  wert  wont,  songes  of  some  iouissaunce  ? 
Thr  muse  too  long  slombretb  in  sorrowing. 
Lulled  ssleepe  through  Lores  misgoremsunce. 
Now  somewnat  sing,  whose  endlesse  sorsnaunco  5 
Emong  the  shepheuds  swaines  may  aye  remaine, 
Whether  thee  list  thr  lored  lass  adraunce. 
Or  honor  Pan  with  hymnea  of  higher  raine. 

Col.  Thenot,  now  nis  the  time  of  memmako, 
Nor  Pan  to  bene,  nor  with  Lore  to  plar  ;  1 0 

Sike  mirth  in  May  is  meeteat  for  to  make, 
Or  sommer  shade,  under  the  cocked  hay. 
But  nowe  aadde  winter  welked  bsth  the  day,. 
And  Phcebus,  wearie  of  his  yearly  tasks, 
Y stabled  hath  his  steedes  in  lowly  lay,  15 

And  taken  up  his  ynne  in  fishes  haske  ; 

c  c  2 
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Thilk  lollein  BMson  ndder  pKrht  doth  aske 
And  loatheth  tike  delights  u  uou  doest  pnyae : 
The  momefoU  mase  in  myrth  now  list  ne  maake. 
As  she  wu  wont  in  younth  and  Bommer-dayes ;  tO 
But  if  thou  algate  hist  light  rirelajes. 
And  looser  sonn  of  lore  to  undertone. 
Who  hut  thyself  deserves  sike  poets  praiM  t 
Reliere  thy  oaten  pypes  that  aleepen  long. 

Tbb.  The  nightingale  is  soremgne  of  song,     15 
Before  him  sits  the  titmouse  silent  bee ; 
And  I,  unfit  to  thrust  in  skilfull  throng. 
Should  Colin  make  iudge  of  my  fooleree : 
Nay,  better  leame  of  hem  that  learned  bee. 
And  han  bene  watered  at  the  muses  well ;  SO 

The  kindely  dewe  drops  from  the  hir her  treei 
And  wets  tne  litle  plsnts  that  lowly  awell : 
But  if  sadde  winters  wrath,  and  season  chill, 
Accord  not  with  thy  muses  merriment. 
To  sadder  times  thou  mayst  attune  thy  quilL         55 
And  sinff  of  sorrowe  snd  deathes  drenment  i 
For  deaae  is  Dido,  deade,  alas !  and  drent ; 
Dido !  the  great  ahepheaird  his  dsnghter  dieene : 
The  fayrest  May  ahee  was  that  ever  went. 
Her  like  ahee  has  not  left  behinde  I  weene  t  40 

And  if  thou  wilt  bewayle  my  wofiiU  teene, 
I  ahall  thee  give  yond  cosset  for  thy  P^yne : 
And,  if  thy  lymes  ss  rounds  snd  ruetull  beene 
As  those  that  did  thv  Rosalind  complayne. 
Much  greater  gifts  for  guerdon  thou  shsltgayne,  45 
Then  Ud  or  cosset  which  I  thee  bynempt : 
Then  up,  I  say,  thou  ioUy  shephevd  swayne, 
Let  not  my  small  demaunde  be  so  contempt. 

Cot.  Tnenot,  to  that  I  chose  thou  doest  mee  tempt ; 
But,  ah  !  too  well  I  wote  my  humble  rayne,         50 
And  how  my  rimes  bene  rugged  and  unkempt  I 
Yet,  as  I  conne,  my  conning  I  will  strayne. 

"  Up,  then,  Melpomene  I   the  moumeftilst  muse  of 
Such  cause  of  mourning  nerer  hadst  afore ;      [nine. 
Up !  grishe  ghostes !  and  up  my  rufull  rime  I       65 
Matter  of  myrth  now  sbslt  thou  hare  no  more  ; 
For  dead  shee  is,  that  myrth  thee  made  of  yore. 

Dido,  my  deare,  alas !'  is  dead. 

Dead,  and  lyeth  wrapt  in  lead. 

O  heavie  herse !  60 

Let  atreaming  teares  be  powred  out  ta  store ; 

O  carefnll  yerae ! 

"  Shepheards,  that  by  your  flocki  of  Kentish  downee 

abyde, 
Waile  ye  this  woefull  waste  of  Natures  wsrke ; 
Wsile  we  the  wight,  whose  presence  was  our  pryde ; 
Woile  we  the  wight  whose  sitsence  is  our  carke ;  66 
The  sunne  of  all  die  world  is  dimme  and  darke ; 

The  earth  now  lacks  her  wonted  light, 

And  all  we  dwell  in  deadly  night, 

O  heavie  herse !  70 

Breake  we  our  pipes,  that  shriid  as  loude  as  larke ; 

O  careful!  yerse ! 

"  Why  doe  we  longer  live,  (ah !  why  live  we  so  Idngt) 
Whose  better  day  a  death  hath  shut  up  in  woe  T 
The  (ayrost  flowre  our  girlond  aU  among  75 

Is  fsded  quite,  and  into  dust  ygoe. 
Sing  now,  ye  shepheaids  daughters,  sing  no  moe 

The  9ongs  that  Colin  made  you  in  her  praise, 

But  into  weeping  turn  your  wanton  layet. 

O  heavie  herse  I 
Nowe  is  time  to  die :  nay,  time  was  long  ygoe : 

O  carefnU  verse ! 


"  Whence  is  it.  that  the  fiowretof  the  field  doth  fiMie» 

And  lyeCh  buried  long  in  Winters  bale ; 

Yet.  soone  as  Sprinr  his  mantle  hath  displayde,  85 

It  flowreth  freah,  as  it  should  never  fayle  t 

But  thing  on  earth  that  is  of  most  availe, 

As  vertnes  branch,  snd  beauties  bud, 

Relieven  not  for  any  good,  89 

O  heavie  herse !  [quaile  ; 

The  branch  once  dead,  the  bod  eke  aeedee  must 

O  earefull  verse! 

saine!) 
"  She,  while  ahe  was,  (that  was,  a  wofnil  word  to 
For  beauties  praise  and  pleasaunoe  had  no  peers ; 
So  well  ahe  couth  the  ahepbeards  entertaine  95 

With  cakea  and  cracknells,  and  such  coontrey  eheere : 
Ne  would  she  scome  the  simple  shephesrds  swaine ; 

For  ahe  would  call  him  often  heme. 

And  give  him  curds  and  clouted  creama. 

O  heavie  herse  I  100 

Als  Colin  Clout  she  would  not  once  disdains ; 

O  oarafuU  verae ! 

[channce, 
*'Bot  now  aike  hqipy  eheere  is  turode  to  heavy 
Such  pleasannce  now  displast  by  dolon  dint ; 
AU  musick  sleepes,  where  Death  doth  lead  the  dannce. 
And  ahepbeards  wonted  aolace  is  extinct.  106 

The  blew  in  black,  the  greene  in  grey,  ia  tinot ! 

The  Kaudy  girlonds  deck  her  grave, 

The  laded  flo wrea  htu  corse  embrave.  1 09 

O  heavie  berae  t  [sprint ; 

Mome,  now,  my  muiOi  now  moras  with  tearas  be- 

O  carefoU  verse  1  ^jl»-iCi  y»vK.v  .  '^- 

'  .**  <   yu  d^n-^f,  i  h    t^h  ^-h'       [gri«fe ! 
**  O  thou  great  shepheara,  Lobbin,  how  grrat  is  thy 
Where  bene  the  nosegsyes  that  ahe  digfat  for  thee  t 
The  coloured  chapleta  wrought  with  a  chiefe,    113 
The  knotted  rnsh-ringes,  and  gilt  roaemaree  t 
For  ahee  deemed  notmng  too  deare  for  thee. 

Ah  1  they  bene  all  yemd  in  day ; 

One  bitter  blast  blewe  sH  away. 

O  heavie  herse  I  120 

Thereof  nought  remaynes  but  the  memoree ; 

O  csrafbU  verse  1 

[stroke, 
'*  Ay  me !  thst  drsarie  Death  ahonld  strike  so  mortall 
That  can  undoe  dame  Natures  kindely  course ; 
The  fsded  lockes  fidl  from  the  loftie  dee,  125 

The  floods  do  gaspe,  for  diyed  is  their  soorse. 
And  flouds  of  teares  flow  in  tbeyr  stead  perforee : 

The  mantled  medowea  mourne, 

Theyr  aundrie  coloun  tounei. 

O  heavie  herse  \  150 

The  heavens  doe  melt  in  tearea  withovit  remofse ; 

O  oareftiU  verae  I 

"  The  feeble  flocks  in  field  refuse  their  former  foode. 
And  bang  their  faeadea  as  they  would  leame  to 

weepe ; 
The  brastes  in  forrest  wayle  as  they  were  woode,  155 
Except  the  wolves,  that  coase  the  wanditng  sheepe. 
Now  ahee  ia  gone  that  safely  did  hem  keepe : 

The  turtle  on  the  bared  breonch 

Laments  the  wounde  that  Death  did  laoneh. 

O  heavie  berae  I  t40 

And  Philooaele  her  song  with  tesvasdoth  tteepe ! 

O  «are6i]]  verse  t 

[daunce. 
"  The  water  nymphs,  that  wont  with  her  to  smg  and 
And  ibr  her  pHond  olive  btanacbea  beare. 
No  w^taWv*  *  ^  doeo  wlvaaaee ;  145 


The  siases,  that  were  wont  g^reeoe  hayes  to  weare. 
Now  \fna^n  hitter  eldie  hraunokes  aeare ; 
The  fatall  aiaters  eke  repent 
Her  yitall  threde  to  aoone  wm  spent 
O  heerie  herae !  J50 

Morne  now^  my  mnae,  now  mome  with  heavy  eheare  i 
OdtreftiUTerae! 

«« 0  trustleaae  atate  of  earthly  thinga,  and  dipper  hope 
Of  mortall  men,  that  awincke  and  sweate  for  nongbt, 
And,  shooting  wide,  doth  miase  the  marked  acope ; 
lHowfi  have  I  leamde  (a  lesson  dearly  honght)    156 
Thjit  niB  on  earth  aasurannce  to  he  aonght ; 

For  what  might  he  in  earthly  mould. 

That  did  her  buried  body  hould  I 

O  hearie  herse !  160 

Yet  saw  I  on  the  beere  when  it  was  brought ; 

O  carefull  verse ! 

'  But  maugre  Death,  and  dreaded  sisters  dedly  spight. 
And  gates  of  hell,  and  fVrie  furies  force. 
She  bath  the  bonds  broke  of  etemall  night,         165 
Her  sottle  unbodied  of  the  burdenous  corse. 
Why  then  weepes  Lobbin  so  without  remorse  1 

O  Lobb !  thv  losse  no  longer  lament ; 

Dido  is  deaa,  but  into  heaven  bent. 

O  happie  herse  t  170 

Cease  now,  my  muse,  now  casse  thy  sorrowes  sourse, 

0  ioy/uU  verse  I 

"  Why  waile  we  then  1  why  wearie  we  the  gods  with 
As  if  some  evill  were  to  her  betight  1         [plaintes, 
She  raignes  a  goddessenow  emong  the  saintes,  175 
That  whilome  was  the  saynt  of  shepheards  light, 
And  is  enstslled  now  in  heavens  bight. 

1  see  thee,  blessed  loule  !  I  see 
Walk  in  Elisian  fieldea  so  free. 

O  hapmeiierse!  180 

Might  1  %oe  tome  to  thee,  (O  that  I  might !) 
O  ioyfuir verse ! 

"  Unwise  snd  wretched  men,  to  weete  what's  good  or 
Wee  deeme  of  death  aa  doome  of  ill  desert ;        [iU, 
But  knewe  wee,  foolea,  what  it  us  bringes  untill,  185 
Dye  would  we  daylie,  once  it  to  expert  t 
fio  dsunger  there  the  shepheard  can  assert ; 

Fayra  fieldes  and  pleassunt  layes  there  bene ; 

The  fieldes  aye  Ireftbi  the  grasse  ay  greene. 

O  happie  herse  I  190 

JMake  haate,  yee  ahephesrds,  thetherto  revert. 

0  ioyfull  varae ! 

Tnextl 
**  Dido  is  gone  afbra ;  (whose  tume  shall  oe  the 
Tbera  lives  ahee  with  the  blessed  gods,  in  blisse. 
There  drincks  she  nectar  with  ambrosia  mizt,     195 
And  ioyea  eniojres  that  mortall  men  doe  misse. 
The  honor  now  of  highest  gods  she  is, 

That  whilome  was  poors  shephearda  pride, 

While  htm  on  earth  ahe  did  abide. 

O  hapine  herw  I  SOO 


■Me  now,  my  song,  my  woe  now  wasted  is : 
O  iojrfnU  versa  r 

Tux.  Ay,  firanek  diephsard,  how  bene  thy  verses 
With  dolezull  pleaaaunoe,  ao  aa  I  ne  wotte     [meint 
Whether  reioyoe  or  weepe  for  great  constrsn.  1 
lliine  be  the  oossette,  well  hsst  thou  it  gutte. 
Up,  Colin  up,  ynouah  thou  momed  hast ; 
Mow  gioaea  to  mi«ue,  hye  we  homeward  fast.  SOS 

eOUMS  IMBLSIIB. 

La  mart  njf  mord. 
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AE0L06A  DUODECIMA. 

ABGUMSKT. 

This  Aeglogue  (even  as  the  first  began^  is  ended 
with  a  complaint  of  Colin  to  god  Pan ;  wherein,  as 
wearie  of  his  former  waies,  bee  proportioneth  his  life  to 
the  foure  seaaons  of  the  yeare ;  comparing  his  vouth 
to  the  spring  time,  when  bee  was  fresh  and  free 
from  lovea  foUie.  His  manhood  to  the  sommer, 
which,  he  saith,  was  consumed  with  great  heate 
and  exceasive  drouth,  caused  through  a  comet  or 
blazing  ataire,  by  which  bee  meaneth  love ;  which 
passion  is  oommonly  compared  to  such  flames  and 
unmoderate  heate.  His  ripest  yeares  he  resembleth 
to  sn  unseasonable  harvest,  wnerein  the  fruits  fall 
ere  they  be  ripe.  His  latter  age  to  winters  chill 
and  frostie  season,  now  drawing  neere  to  his  last 
ende. 

•  Ths  gentle  ahepheard  sat  beside  a  springe, 
r  All  in  the  sbsdowe  of  a  bushye  brere, 

•  That  Colin  bight,  which  well  coulde  p3rpe  and  singe, 

•  For  bee  of  Tityrus  his  songes  did  lere : 

I     There,  aa  he  satte  in  secret  shade  alone,  5 

I    Thus  gan  bee  nuJce  of  love  his  piteous  mone. 

"  O  soveraigne  Pan  t  thou  god  of  shepheardes  all. 
Which  of  our  tender  lambkins  takest  keepe, 
And,  when  our  flockes,into  mischsuncemoughtiall, 
Doest  save  from  mischiefe  the  unwarie  sbeepe,    10 

Als  of  their  maisters  hast  no  lesse  regard   [ward ; 

Then  of  the  flocks,  which  thou  doest  watch  and 

"  I  thee  beseeche  (so  be  thou  deigne  to  hear 
Rude  ditties,  tunde  to  shepheardes  oaten  reede. 
Or  if  I  ever  sonet  song  so  cleare,  15 

Aa  it  with  pleasaunce  mought  thy  fancie  feede,) 

Hearken  a  while,  from  tby  greene  cabinet, 

The  rurall  song  of  carefull  Colinet. 

»  "  Whilome  in  youth,  when  flowrd  my  ioyfull  spring 
« like  swallow  swift  I  wandred  here  and  there ;     SO 
For  heate  of  heedlease  lust  me  so  did  sting, 
That  I  oft  doubted  daunger  had  no  feare ; 
I  went  the  wastefull  woodes  and  forrest  wide, 
Withouten  dzead  of  wolves  to  bene  espide. 

**  I  wont  to  raunge  amid  the  masie  thicket,  95 

And  gather  nuttes  to  make  my  Christmas-game, 
And  loyed  oft  to  chace  the  trembling  pricket. 
Or  hnnt  the  hiutlease  hsre  till  she  were  tsme. 
What  wreaked  I  of  wintrie  agea  waste  ?— 
Tho  deemed  I  my  spring  would  ever  last.         50 

"  How  often  hsve  I  sealed  the  eraggie  oke, 
All  to  dislodge  the  raven  of  her  nest? 
How  have  I  wearied,  with  many  a  stroke. 
The  stately  waUiut-tree,  the  whfle  the  rest 

Under  the  tree  fell  all  for  nuttes  at  strife  T         SS 

For  like  to  me  waa  libertie  and  life. 

"  And  for  I  was  in  thilke  ssme  looser  yeores, 
(Whether  the  muse  so  wrouffbt  me  from  my  byrth. 
Or  I  too  much  beleev'd  my  shepheard  peeres,) 
Somedele  ybent  to  song  and  musickea  mirth,        40 
A  good  old  ahepheaid,  Wrenock  waa  ms  name, 
Made  me  by  arte  more  cunning  ax  the  same. 
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THE  8HEPHEARDS  CALENDER. 


"  Fro  tbenoe  I  dortt  in  darring  to  compare 
With  shepheardes  swajne  whatarer  fed  in  fidd; 
And,  if  that  HobbinoU  ri^ht  indgemflot  We,        45 
To  Pan  his  own  selfe  pjpe  I  need  not  yield : 

For,  if  the  flocking  nymphM  did  follow  Pan, 

The  wiser  mnsea  after  6o)m  ran. 

'*  But.  ah !  such  pride  at  length  was  iH  repajde ; 
The  sbepheards  god  (perdie  god  was  he  none)      50 
My  hortlesse  pleasaunce  did  me  ill  npbtaide, 
My  freedome  lome,  my  life  he  left  to  mone. 
'  Lore  they  him  called  that  gare  me  cheek-mata, 
■^   But  better  mooght  they  haTe  behote  him  hatn* 

"  Tho  gan  my  lorely  spring  bid  me  ferewell,        65 
And  sommer  season  sped  him  to  display 
(  For  love  then  in  the  lyons  house  did  dweO,) 
The  raging  fire  that  kindled  at  his  ray. 
A  comet  stird  np  that  unkindly  heate. 
That  reigned  (as  men  said)  in  Venns  saato.      60 

"  Forth  was  I  ledde,  not  as  I  wont  afore. 
When  choise  I  had  to  choose  mv  wandring  way. 
But  whether  luck  and  Lotos  unbridled  lore 
Would  lead  me  forth  on  fancies  bitte  to  play : 
The  bush  my  bed,  the  bramble  was  my  Itowre,  65 
The  woodes  can  witnesse  many  a  wofiill  stowre. 

*'  Where  I  was  wont  to  seeke  the  honie  bee, 
Working  her  formall  rowmes  in  wezen  frame. 
The  grieslie  todestoole  growne  there  mought  I  see. 
And  loathed  paddockes  lording  on  the  same :        70 
And,  where  the  chaunting  birds  luld  me  asleepe. 
The  ghastly  owle  her  grieTOOS  ynne  doth  keepe. 


***  My  boughs  with  bloosmea  that  erown«l 

<  «Jbkd  promised  of  timely  fimite  sndb  store,  [fizst, 
■^Are  left  both  bare  and  barrein  now  at  erst ;  lOS 

The  flattering  firuite  ia  &llen  to  ground  befere, 

H   And  rotted  ere  they  were  halfe  mellow  ripe ; 

■>   My  hanrest,  wast,  my  hope  away  did  wipA, 

*'  The  fragrant  flowraa,  that  in  my  garden  grew*. 
Bene  withered,  m  they  had  bene  gathered  laag;  HO 
Tbeyr  rootea  bene  diyed  vp  for  laek  of  dawe. 
Yet  dewed  with  taares  they  ban  be  ever  aBong. 
Ah !  who  has  wrought  mv  RoaaUnd  this  qngbt* 
To  spill  the  flowrea  that  slumld  hergirioDddigbt? 

"  And  f ,  that  whflome  wont  to  fraaaa  my  pypo    115 
Unto  the  ahiftiiur  of  the  sbepheards  foote, 
Sike  follies  now  hare  gathered  as  too  ripe. 
And  cast  hem  out  as  rotten  and  unsoote. 

The  loeer  kaae  I  cast  to  pleaae  no  more; 

One  if  I  please,  enough  la  me  therefore^  ISO 

"  And  thus  of  aU  my  faarrest-bope  I  bav« 
Nought  reaped  but  a  weedie  crop  of  care ;    [ahenw. 
Which,  when  I  thought  hare  threaht  ia  awnUtng 
Cockle  for  con,  and  cballe  for  bariey,  bare : 
Soon  as  the  chaffe  ahonld  in  the  Ian  be  fynd,  tto 
AU  was  blown  away  of  the  warwing  wynd. 

**  So  now  my  yeere  dnwes  to  bis  latter  terme. 
My  spring  is  spent,  my  sommer  burnt  op  quite ; 
My  hanrest  hastes  to  atirre  np  winter  steme. 
And  bids  him  daymewithrigorons  rage  his  right:  130 

So  now  he  stormes  with  many  a  sturdr  stonre; 

So  now  his  blustring  blast  ec6e  coast  ooth 


V  «« 
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Then  as  the  spring  girea  place  to  elder  time. 
And  bringth  forth  the  fruite  of  sommers  pride ; 
All  80  my  age,  now  passed  youthly  prime. 
To  things  of  riper  season  sdfe  applied. 
And  leamd  of  lighter  timber  cotes  to  frame. 
Such  as  mi^ht  save  my  sheepe  and  me  fro  shame. 


80 


'*  To  make  fine  cages  for  the  nightingale. 
And  baskets  of  bulrushes,  was  my  wont : 
Who  to  entrep  the  fish  in  winding  sale 
Was  better  scene,  or  hurtfull  beastes  to  hontt 
I  learned  iJs  the  signs  of  heaven  to  ken. 
How  Phtthe  failes,  where  Venus  sits,  and  when. 

«<  And  tryed  time  yet  taught  me  greater  thinges;  85 
The  sodam  rising  of  the  raging  seas. 
The  soothe  of  byrdes  by  bestmg  of  their  winges, 
The  powre  of  herbes,  both  which  can  hurt  and  ease. 
And  which  be  wont  t' enrage  the  restlesse  sheepe, 
And  which  be  wont  to  worke  etemall  sleepe.    90 

"  But,  ah !  unwise  and  witlesse  Colin  Cloute, 
That  kydst  the  hidden  Sondes  of  many  a  weede. 
Yet  kydst  not  ene  to  cure  thy  sore  hesrt-roote. 
Whose  nnckling  wound  aa  yet  does  rifely  bleede. 

W  by  livest  thou  still,  and  yet  hsst  thy  deaths  wound? 

Why  dyest  thou  still,  snd  yet  alive  art  found  t  96 

"  Thus  is  my  sommer  wome  away  and  wasted^ 
Thus  is  my  hsrvest  hastened  all-to  nthe  ; 
The  eare  tnat  budded  iayre  is  burnt  and  blasted. 
And  aU  my  hoped  gaine  is  tum'd  to  scathe.        100 
Of  all  the  aeade,  that  in  mv  youth  was  sowne, 
Wa»  none  but  brakes  and  brambles  to  be  mownob 


"  The  carefnil  cold  hath  nipt  my  mgged  rvnd. 
And  in  my  face  deepe  furrowea  eld  haA  pight : 
My  head  besprent  with  hoarie  frost  I  finde,         155 
And  by  myne  eye  the  crowe  his  dawe  doth  wiight: 
:;^-Delight  ia  layd  abedd ;  and  pleasure,  past ; 
"  No  sunne  now  shines ;  doods  ban  all  orereast. 

"  Now  leave,  ye  sbepheards  boyes,  yoor  merry  glee ; 
My  muse  is  hoarse  and  wearie  of  this  stoond :     140 
Here  will  I  liang  my  pjme  upon  this  tree. 
Was  never  pype  of  reede  did  better  sound  : 
Winter  is  come  thst  blowes  the  bitter  blast. 
And  after  winter  dreerie  dealb  does  hast. 

*'  Gather  together  ye  my  little  flocks,  145 

My  little  flM:ke,  that  was  to  me  so  liefo; 
Let  me,  ah !  let  me  in  your  foldea  ye  lock. 
Ere  the  breme  winter  breede  you  mater  gxiefe. 
Winter  is  come,  that  blows  the  balefull  breath. 
And  after  winter  commeth  timely  death.  150 

'*  Adieu,  delightes,  thst  lulled  me  asleepe ; 

Adieu,  my  deare,  whose  love  1  bought  so  deare ; 

Adieu,  my  little  lambes  and  loved  sheepe ; 

Adieu,  ye  woodes,  that  oft  my  witnesae  were : 
Adieu,  good  Hobbinoll,  that  waa  so  true, 
TeU  Rosalind,  her  Colin  bids  bar  adieu.*'        156 


ooum  xMBLma. 


Kioitttr  n^iiino :  eettru  martit  snuil. 


AN  HYMN£  IN  HONOUR  OF  LOVE. 
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EPILOGUE. 

Lob  !  I  bare  made  a  Calender  for  every  yeare, 
That  ateele  in  strength,  and  tinie  in  duUiDoe,  ahall 

outweare ; 
And,  if  I  marked  well  the  atarrei  reTolutioni 
It  ahall  continue  till  the  worldea  dissolution, 
To  teach  the  ruler  shepbeard  how  to  feede  his  aheepe. 
And  finom  the  ialsera  firaude  his  folded  flooke  to  keepe. 


1 


Goe,  little  Calender !  thonhaata  firee  pa«eporte ; 
Goe  but  a  lowly  gate  amongst  the  meaner  sorte : 
Dare  not  to  match  thy  pype  with  Tityrus  his  stile, 
Nor  with  the  pilgrim  tnat  the  plough-man  playd 

a  while ; 
But  follow  tbem&rre  off,  and  their  high  steps  adore  j 
The  better  please,  the  worse  despise }  I  asks  no  more 

aunat  noH  imtOBmu 


FOWRB    HYMNES, 


UADt  BT 


EDM.   SPENSER. 


TO  tHB 


BIGHT  BOKOBABLB  AND  HOST  VERTUOVS  LADIES, 

THE  LADIE   MAHGARET, 

OOVItTSBSE  OF  CUMESBLAtlD  ;  AlID 

THE  LADIE  MARIE, 


ootmTESSB  or  wabwice. 


Hating,  in  the  greener  times  of  my  youth,  com- 
posed these  former  two  Hymnes  in  the  Praise  of  Lore 
and  Beautie.and  findingthat  the  same  toomuch  pleased 
those  of  like  age  and  disposition,  which  bemg  too 
Tebementlr  carried  with  that  kind  of  affection,  do 
rather  aucke  out  poyson  to  their  strong  passion,  then 
booey  to  their  honest  delight,  I  was  mored,  by  the 
ooe  of  yon  two  most  excellent  Ladies,  to  call  in  the 
same ;  but,  being  unable  so  to  do,  by  reason  that 
many  copies  thereof  were  formerly  scattered  abroad, 
I  reaolTsd  at  least  to  amend,  and,  by  way  of  retract* 
tion,  to  reforme  them,  making  (instead  of  those  two 
HTmnes  of  earthlv  or  naturaU  love  and  beautie)  two 
otben  of  heaTenly  and  eeleatiall ;  the  which  1  doe 


dedicate  joyntly  unto  yon  two  honourable  sisters,  as 
to  the  most  elcellent  and  rare  ornaments  of  all  true 
loTe  and  beautie,  both  in  the  one  and  the  other  kind ; 
humbly  beseeching  you  to  rouchsafe  the  patronage 
of  them,  and  to  accept  this  my  humble  senrice,  in 
lieu  of  the  great  graces  and  honourable  farours  which 
ye  dayly  anew  unto  me,  until  such  time  as  I  may, 
by  better  meanes,  yeeld  you  some  more  notable  tea- 
timonie  of  my  thankfutl  mind  and  dutifnll  devotion. 
And  even  so  I  prav  for  your  happinesse.  Green- 
wich this  first  of  iSeptember,  159S,  Your  Honors 
most  bounden  ever, 

In  all  humble  service, 

Ed.  8p. 
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LoTB,  that  long  since  hast  to  thv  aiigbty  powre 
Parfbree  aubdude  my  poor  captived  hart, 
And,  raging  now  therein  with  resHease  ttowTe, 
Doest  tyiannsae  in  «f  erie  weaker  part, 
Faine  would  I  seeke  to  ease  my  bitter  smart 
By  any  aarrioe  I  aught  do  to  tLee, 
Or  60^  tbatalM  migbtto  tbea  jdeaaing  bee. 


And  now  t'  aaawage  the  Ibfce  of  this  new  flame. 
And  make  thee  more  propitious  in  my  need, 
I  mesne  to  ain^  the  praises  of  thy  name. 
And  thj  Tictonoua  conquests  to  sreed, 
By  wluoh  thou  madest  many  harts  to  bleed 
Of  mighty  Tictors,  with  wide  wounds  embrewed. 
And  l^  thy  cruell  darta  to  thee  snbdewed* 


10 


Onely  I  fear  mj  wits  enfeebled  late»  15 

Throogh  the  ahtrp  aorrowes  which  thou  hast  me  bred, 
Thould  faint,  and  words  should  faile  me  to  relate 
The  wondrous  triumphs  of  thy  great  god-hed : 
But,  if  thou  vonldst  Touchsafe  to  orerspred 
Me  with  the  shadow  of  thy  gentle  wing,  fO 

I  ahould  enabled  be  thy  aetes  to  sing. 

Come,  then,  O  eome,  thou  mightie  God  of  Love ! 

Out  of  thy  silver  bowres  and  secret  blisae. 

Where  thou  dost  sit  in  Venus  lap  above, 

Bathing  thy  wings  in  her  ambrosial  kisse,  t5 

That  Bweeter  fane  than  any  nectar  is  ; 

Come  softly,  and  my  feeble  breast  inspire 

With  gentle  furie,  kindled  of  thy  fire. 

And  ye,  sweet  muses !  which  have  often  prored. 
The  piercing  points  of  his  avengefull  darts ;  SO 

And    ye,  &r   nimpha!   which   oftentimes    have 

loTed 
The  cruel  worker  of  your  kindly  smarts. 
Prepare  yourselves,  and  open  wide  your  harts 
For  to  receive  the  triumph  of  your  glorie. 
That  made  you  merie  oft  when  ye  were  sonie.      55 

And  ye,  faire  blossoms  of  vouths  wanton  breed ; 
Which  in  the  conquests  ot  your  beautie  host. 
Wherewith  your  lovers  feeble  eyes  you  feed. 
But  sterve  tneir  hsrts  that  needeth  nonrture  most. 
Prepare  your  selves  to  march  amongst  his  host,    40 
Ana  all  the  way  this  sacred  hymne  do  sing, 
Made  in  the  honor  of  your  soversigne  king. 

Great  God  of  Might,  that  reignest  in  the  mynd. 
And  all  the  bodie  to  thy  best  doest  frame, 
Victor  of  gods,  snbduer  of  mankynd,  45 

That  doest  the  lions  and  fell  tigers  tame. 
Making  their  cruell  rage  thy  scomfull  game, 
And  in  their  roaring  tdcing  great  delight ; 
Who  can  ezpresse  the  glorie  of  thy  might? 

Or  who  alive  can  perfectly  declare  50 

The  wondrous  cradle  of  tnine  infancie, 

When  thy  great  mother  Venus  first  thee  bare. 

Begot  of  Plenty  and  of  Penurie, 

Though  elder  toen  thine  own  nativitie. 

And  yet  a  chyld,  renewing  still  thy  yeares,  55 

And  yet  the  eldest  of  the  neavenly  peares  ? 

For  ere  this  worlds  still  moving  mightie  masse 

Out  of  mat  Chaos  ugly  prison  crept. 

In  which  hu  goodly  race  long  hidden  was 

From  heavens  view,  end  in  deepdsrknesse  kept,  60 

Love,  that  had  now  long  time  securely  slept 

In  Venus  lap,  unarmed  then  and  naked, 

Gan  reare  his  head,  by  Clotho  being  waked : 

And  taking  to  him  wings  of  his  own  heat, 

Kindled  at  first  from  heavens  life-giving  fyre,     €5 

He  gan  to  move  out  of  his  idle  seat ; 

Weakly  at  first,  but  after  with  desyre 

Lifted  aloft,  he  gan  to  mount  up  byre. 

And,  like  firesh  eagle,  made  his  hardy  flight 

Thro  all  that  great  wide  wast,  yet  wanting  light.  70 

Yet  wanting  light  to  guide  his  wsndring  way, 
His  own  faire  mother,  for  all  creatures  sake, 
bid  lend  him  light  from  her  owne  goodly  ray; 
Then  through  the  world  his  way  he  gan  to  take, 
The  world,  that  was  not  till  he  did  it  make,         75 


Whose  sundrie  parts  he  from  themselves  did  serer 
The  which  befiore  bad  lyen  confused  ever. 

The  earth,  the  ayrs,  the  water,  and  the  lyre. 
Then  gan  to  rannge  themselves  in  huge  array. 
And  with  contrary  forces  to  conspyre  80 

Each  against  other  by  all  meanes  uiey  may, 
Threatning  their  owne  confusion  and  decay : 
Ayre  hated  earth,  and  water  bated  fyre. 
Tin  Love  relented  their  rebellious  yre. 

He  then  them  tooke,  and,  tempering  goodly  well  85 

Their  contrary  dislikes  with  loved  meanes. 

Did  place  th^  all  in  order,  and  compell 

To  keepe  themselves  within  their  sundrie  raines, 

Together  linkt  with  adamantine  ehaines , 

Yet  so,  as  that  in  every  living  wight  90 

They  mix  themselves,  and  ahew  their  kindly  might. 

So  ever  since  they  firmely  have  remained. 
And  duly  well  ooserved  his  beheaat ;  [taioed 

Through  which  now  alt  these  things  that  are  con-> 
Within  this  goodly  cope,  both  most  snd  least,      95 
Their  being  have,  and  daily  are  increast 
Hirough  secret  sparks  of  his  infused  fyra, 
Which  in  the  bairaine  cold  be  doth  inspyre. 

Thereby  they  all  do  live,  and  moved  are 

To  multiply  the  likenesae  of  their  kvnd,  100 

Whilest  they  seeke  onely,  without  further  care. 

To  quench  Uie  flame  which  they  in  bumiog  fynd ; 

But  man  that  breathes  a  more  immortall  mynd, 

>fet  f(a^TH8!ir'Bake3ut  fE^  etttttftfe,  • 

Seeles  lo^eiiTarge  .lus  lastmg  progenia ;  105 

For,  having  yet  in  his  deducted  spright 

Some  sparks  remaining  of  that  heavenly  fyre, 

He  is  enlnmind  with  tnat  goodly  light. 

Unto  like  goodly  semblsnt  to  aspyre ; 

Therefore  m  choice  of  love  he  doth  desyre  110 

That  seemsts  DQ  earth 'flresrti6i^mr^to  embrace, 

TITait  same  13  Beautie^  Some  oTheavenly  race. 

For  sure  of  all  that  in  thismortall  finamn 
Contained  isj  ii6u|iht  HffM  fflVlO^  doth  aeeme, 
Or  that  resembleth  afoTfl  \h*  iBiaiortall  flame        1 15 
Of  hW^fVnlj^  light, "taan  iJeauties  glorious  beam. 
What  wonder  tberi",  if  with  Ifuch  nge  exbeme 
Frail  men,  whose  eyes  seek  heavenhr  things  to  sea. 
At  sight  thereof  so  much  enravisht  beel 

Which  well  perceiving,  that  imperious  boy         ISO 
Doth  therewith  tip  his  sharp  empoisned  aarts. 
Which  glancing  tnro  the  eyes  with  countenance  coy 
Rest  not  till  they  have  pierst  the  trembling  harts. 
And  kindled  flsme  in  alt  their  inner  parts, 
Which  suckes  the  blood,  and  drinketh  op  the  lyfe. 
Of  careful!  wretches  with  eonaoming  gnafa.       196 

Thenceforth  they  playne,  and  mske  full  piteoosmoaa 
Unto  the  author  of  their  balefuU  bane : 
The  daies  they  waste,  the  nights  they  grieve  and  grone 
Their  lives  they  loath,  and  heavena  light  diadaine ; 
No  light  but  that,  whose  lamps  doth  yetramainid 
Fresh  burning  in  the  image  of  their  eye,  158 

They  deigne  to  aee,  and  seeing  it  still  dysb 

That  whilst  thou  tyrant  Love  doest  laugh  and  soonw 
At  their  complaints,  making  their  peine  thy  play.  1^ 
Whylest  they  lye  languishing  like  thrala  forlome. 
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Tbe  whylea  tboa  doMt  triompli  in  their  decay ; 
And  otnerwbylaa,  their  dying  to  delay, 
Tboa  doest  emmarble  the  proud  hart  of  her 
Yfho&B  lo?e  before  their  life  they  doe  prefer,       140 

So  hast  thon  often  done  (ay  me,  the  more  t) 
To  me  thy  TaaMU,  whoia  yet  bleeding  hart 
With  thooetnd  wounds  thou  mangled  hast  so 
That  whole  remaines  scarse  any  little  part ; 
Yet.  to  aufrment  the  wagtas^jijK^  smart, 

lUbrest, 
>tfazest. 


145 


Why  then  do  I  this  honor  unto  thee. 

Thus  to  ennoble  thy  fictorions  name, 

8ith  thou  doest  shew  no  farour  unto  mee,  150 

Ne  once  more  ruth  in  that  rebellions  dame, 

Somewhat  to  slacke  the  rigour  of  my  flame  T 

Certes  small  glory  doest  thou  winne  hereby, 

To  let  her  live  thus  free,  and  me  to  dy. 

But  if  thou  be  indeede,  as  men  thee  call,  155 

Tbe  worlds  piieat  parent,  the  most  kind  proierver 
Of  living  wights,  the  soTsraine  lord  of  all, 
How  h&B  it  than  ih^t  ygth jj^yjurioas  fenrour 

r^lTUie  not^desenref, 

dtsth  thy  hTtlj  beasts  cfespize,      160 
nd^on  thy  subjects  most  doth  tyrannize  ? 

Yet  herein  eke  thr  glory  seemeth  more, 

Br  so  hard  handbng  those  which  best  thee  wm. 

That,  ere  thou  doest  them  unto  graoe  restore. 

Thou  ntayest  well  trie  if  thou  wilt  erer  swerre,    165 

And  mayest  them  make  it  better  to  deserve. 

And,  having  got  it,  may  it  more  esteeme  ; 

For  things  hwd  gotten  men  more  dearely  deeme. 

fio  hard  those  heavenly  beauties  he  enfyred 

As  things  dirioe,  leaat  passions  doe  impresse,    170 

Tbe  more  of  stedfast  mynds  to  be  admyred. 

The  more  they  stayed  be  on  stedfastnesse  ; 

But  baseborae  minds  such  Ismps  regard  the  lesse. 

Which  at  first  blowing  take  not  hastie  fyre ; 

Such  fancies  feele  no  love,  but  loose  desyre.       175 

For  lore  is  lord  of  truth  and  loialtie, 

Lifting  himself  out  of  the  lowly  dust 

On  golden  plumes  up  to  the  purest  skie, 

Above  the  reach  of  loath!  v  sinfull  lust. 

Whose  base  affect  througn  cowardly  distrust     180 

Of  his  weake  vrings  dare  not  to  heaven  fly. 

But  like  a  moldwarpe  in  the  earth  doth  ly. 

His  dunghill  thoughts,  which  do  themselves  enure 

To  diftie  drosse,  no  higher  dsre  sspyre, 

Ne  can  bis  feeble  eartUy  eyes  endure  185 

The  flsming  licbt  of  that  celestiall  fyre 

Which  kindleth  love  in  generous  deayre. 

And  makes  hiro  mount  above  the  native  might 

Of  heavie  earth,  up  to  the  heavens  bight. 

Such  is  die  powre  of  thst  sweet  passion,  1 90 

Tbst  it  all  aerdid  baaenesse  doth  expell. 
And  the  refyned  mynd  doth  newly  nshion 
Unto  a  fiurer  forme,  which  now  doth  dwell 
In  bis  high  thought,  that  would  it  selfe  ezcell, 
Which  be  brholcfing  still  with  constant  sight,     195 
Admiies  the  mirroiir  of  so  heavenly  light. 


Whose  image  printing  in  bia  deepest  wit. 

He  thereon  feeds  his  hnngrie  fantasy. 

Still  full,  yet  never  satisfyde  with  it ; 

Like  Tantale,  that  in  store  doth  sterved  ly,         f  00 

So  doth  he  pine  in  most  satiety  ; 

For  nought  may  quench  his  infinite  desyre. 

Once  kindled  through  that  first  conceived  fyre. 

Thereon  bis  mynd  affixed  wholly  is, 

Ne  thinks  on  ought  but  how  it  to  attaine ;  405 

His  care,  bia  ioy,  his  hope,  is  all  on  this, 

Thst  seemes  in  it  all  blisses  to  contains. 

In  sight  whereof  sU  other  blisae  seemes  raine : 

Thrice  happie  men !  might  he  the  same  possesse. 

He  fidnes  himselfe,  and  doth  his  fortune  blesse.  910 

And  tbouffh  he  do  not  win  his  wish  to  end. 

Yet  thus  farre  happie  he  himselfe  doth  weene. 

That  heavens  such  happie  grace  did  to  him  lend. 

As  thing  on  earth  so  heavenly  to  have  seene 

Hia  harts  enshrined  aaini,  his  heavens  queene,   215 

Fairer  then  fairest,  in  bis  fayning  eye, 

Whose  sole  sspect  he  counts  felicity e. 

Then  forth  he  casts  in  his  unquiet  thought. 
What  he  may  do,  her  favour  to  obtainei 
What  brave  exploit,  what  perill  hajrdly  wrought,  220 
What  nuissant  conquest,  what  adventurous  peine. 
May  please  her  best,  and  grace  unto  him  gaine ; 
He  dreada  no  danger,  nor  misfortune  feares. 
His  faith,  his  fortune,  in  his  breast  he  beares. 

Thou  art  his  god,  thou  srt  his  mightie  gu>de,     225 
Thou,  being  blind,  letst  him  not  see  bia  feares, 
But  earnest  him  to  thst  which  he  had  eyde, 
Through  seas,  through  flsmes,  through  Uiousand 

swords  and  speares ; 
Ne  ought  so  strong  that  may  his  force  withslsnd. 
With  which  thou  armest  his  resistlesse  hand.     230 

Witnesse  Leander  in  the  Euxine  waves. 

And  stout  ^ness  in  the  Troiane  fyre, 

Achilles  preassing  through  the  Phrygian  glaives, 

And  Orpneus,  daring  to  provoke  the  3rre 

Of  damned  fiends,  to  get  his  love  retyre ;  255 

For  both  through  heaven  end  hell  thou  mskest  way. 

To  win  them  worship  which  to  thee  obey. 

And  if  by  all  these  perils,  end  these  paynes. 

He  may  out  purchase  lykinff  in  her  eye. 

What  heavens  of  ioy  then  to  nimselfe  he  fsynes  1  240 

Eftsoones  he  wypes  quite  out  of  memory 

Whatever  ill  before  he  did  aby : 

Had  it  beene  death,  yet  would  he  die  againe, 

To  live  thus  hsppie  ss  her  gx^  to  gaine. 

Yet,  when  he  hath  found  favour  to  his  will,        245 

He  nathcmore  can  so  contented  rest, 

But  forceth  further  on,  snd  striveth  still 

T' approach  more  neare,  till  in  her  inmost  brest 

He  msy  embosomd  bee  and  loved  best ; 

And  yet  not  best,  but  to  be  lov'd  alone ;  250 

For  lova  cannot  endure  a  paragons. 

The  fear  whereof,  O  how  doth  it  torment 

His  troubled  mynd  with  more  then  hellish  pains  I 

And  to  his  fayning  fansie  repreaent 

Sighta  never  seeue,  and  thousand  shadowes  vsine,255 

To  breaks  his  sleepe,  and  waste  his  ydle  brains  :^ 


J 


99v 


AN  HYMNE  IN  HONOUR  OF  B£AUT1E. 


Tboa  that  faaat  B«r«r  lot'd  canst  not  beleert 
Least  part  of  th'  arils  which  poota  lorara  graera. 

Tha  gnawing  anvia,  tha  bart-fratting  feare. 

The  vaine  surmiiea,  the  diatrnstfttll  showaa,       f  60 

Tha  falsa  reports  that  flying  tales  doe  beara, 

Tha  doubts,  tha  daangers,  tha  delayea,  tha  woai, 

The  fayned  friends,  the  unassured  foes. 

With  tnousands  mora  then  any  tonrue  can  tall, 

Doa  make  a  lorara  Ufa  a  wretchea  helL  f  65 

Yet  ia  there  one  mora  euraed  then  they  all, 

That  canckar-worme,  that  monster,  Odoaia, 

Which  aatea  tha  heart  and  faedes  upon  tha  gaD, 

Turning  all  loTas  delight  to  miserie, 

Through  feara  of  loaing  his  felicitie,  f70 

Ah,  Gods !  that  erer  re  that  monster  placed 

In  gentle  Iotc,  that  aU  his  iojea  de&oed  1 

By  these,  O  Lore !  thou  doest  thy  entrance  make 
Unto  thy  hearen,  and  doest  the  more  endeere 
Thy  pleasures  unto  those  which  them  partake,    ff75 
As  after  stormes,  whan  clouds  begin  to  cleara» 
The  sunne  more  bright  and  glorious  doth  appeare ; 
So  thou  thy  folke,  through  painea  of  purgatorie 
Dost  bears  unto  ihy  blisse,  and  haaTans  glorie. 


There  thou  them  places  in  a  paradise 
Of  all  delight  and  ioyons  happy  rest, 


«80 


Where  they  doa  feeda  oo  naotar  baairanly-wiae, 
With  Herculea  and  Hebe,  and  tha  fsat 
Of  Venus  dearlings,  tbnmgh  bar  bonntia  blaat ; 
And  lie  like  goda  in  yroty  beda  armyd,  t85 

With  rose  and  lilUea  orar  them  displayd. 

There  with  thy  daaglilisr  Piaaaofs  they  doe  play 

Their  hurdaaae  sports,  without  raboka  or  blatoe, 

And  in  her  anowy  boaome  boldly  lay 

Tb«r  quiet  heads,  devoifd  of  guilty  ahniie,        990 

Afier  full  ioyatica  of  their  gemla  game ; 

Then  her  they  crowne  their  goddeaae  andtbairquaaBei 

And  decke  with  flourea  thy  altars  well  beseeoe. 

Ay  me !  deara  Lord !  tint  erar  I  might  hopo, 

For  all  the  paifteo  and  woea  that  I  andoto,         ff95 

To  come  at  length  unto  the  wished  scope 

Of  my  deaira,  or  might  myaelfe  assure 

That  happia  port  lor  erar  to  raeuro  t 

Then  would  1  thinko  theaa  painea  no  palnaa  at  all, 

And  aU  my  woea  to  be  but  penanoa  smalL  300 


Then  would  I  aing  of  thine  inimortsl  pniaa 
An  heavenly  byflno,  such  aa  the  angala  aing. 
And  thy  triumphant  name  theft  would  I  raiao 
Bore  ul  the  gods,  thee  only  honoring  $ 
My  guide,  my  god,  my  liotoryand  my  kior : 
Till  then,  drad  Lord !  ▼otfehaafa  to  take  of  ae 
This  simple  aong,  thus  fram'd  in  praise  of  thee. 
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An !  whither.  Lore !  wilt  thou  now  carry  mee? 

What  wontlesse  fury  dost  thou  now  inspire 

Into  my  feeble  breast,  too  full  of  thee  t 

Whylest  seeking  to  aslake  thy  raging  fyre. 

Thou  in  me  kindlest  much  more  great  desyre*        5 

And  up  aloft  above  my  strength  doth  rayse 

The  wondrous  matter  of  my  fire  to  praise. 

That  as  I  earst,  in  praise  of  thine  owne  name, 

So  now  In  honour  of  thy  mother  deare. 

An  honourable  hymne  I  eke  should  frame,  10 

And,  with  the  bnghtnesse  of  her  beautie  cleare, 

The  ravisht  hearts  of  nzefull  men  might  reare 

To  admiration  of  that  heavenly  light. 

From  whence  proceeds  such  soule-enchsnting  might. 

Therto  do  thou,  great  jroddease!  Queene  of  Beauty, 
Mother  of  love,  and  of  all  worlds  delight,  16 

Without  whose  soverayne  grace  and  kindly  dewiy 
Nothing  on  earth  aeems  fiiyre  to  fleshly  sight. 
Doe  thou  vouchsafe  with  thy  love-kindling  light 
T'  illuminate  my  dim  and  dulled  eyne,  20 

And  beautifie  this  sacred  hymne  of  thyne : 

That  both  to  thee,  to  whom  I  meane  it  most. 
And  eke  to  her,  whose  faire  immortall  beame 
Hath  darted  fyre  into  my  feeble  ghoat. 
That  now  it  wasted  is  vrith  woes  eztreame,  25 

It  may  ao  please,  that  she  at  length  will  streame 
Some  deaw  of  grace  into  my  withered  hart. 
After  long  aorrow  and  consuming  smart. 


What  ttvs  rms  wontna  great  WoaKHAiSTsa  oin 
To  make  al  things  such  as  we  now  behold,       [cast 


It  aeems  that  he  before  his  eye  has  plast 
A  goodly  pateme,  to  whose  perfect  mould 
He  fashiond  them  as  comely  as  he  could. 
That  now  so  &ire  and  seemely  they  appeare. 
As  nought  may  be  amended  any  wbeara. 

That  wondrous  pateme,  wfaeresoere  it  bee, 
Whether  in  earth  layd  up  in  aecret  atore, 
Or  else  in  heaven,  tnat  no  man  may  it  aee 
With  sinful!  eyes,  for  feare  it  to  daflora. 
Is  perfect  beautie,  which  all  man  adore  $ 
Whose  &ce  and  feature  doth  so  much  exoell 
All  mortal  aence,  that  none  the  aama  may  talL 

Thereof  aa  every  earthly  thing  partakea 
Or  more  or  lease,  by  influence  divine, 
So  it  more  faire  accordingly  it  mnkea, 
And  the  grosse  matter  of  this  eanbly  myao 
Which  doaeth  it  thereafter  doth  refyna. 
Doing  away  the  drosse  which  dims  the  light 
Of  that  faire  beame  which  therein  is  empight. 
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For,  through  tnfiislon  of  celestiall  powre. 
The  duller  earth  it  qnlckneth  with  delight. 
And  life-full  spirits  privily  doth  powre 
Through  all  the  oarts,  that  to  the  locker's  sight 
They  seeme  to  please ;  that  is  thy  aoveraine  OEUght, 
O  Cyprian  qt»'      '    "  '  '^Mngfhnn  the  beame  55 
Of  toy  brif  Ihem  doest  atreama 
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Th»t  ii  the  thing  which  nveth  nlewant  gnce 
To  lU  thing!  hxn,  that  kindleth  Vktelj  tyre, 
Light  of  thy  lampa;  which,  thyninflr  in  the  iBee, 
Theaoo  to  the  toule  darts  amorous  aeam,  60 

And  robs  the  harts  of  those  which  it  samyre ; 
Therewith  thou  pointest  thy  sons  poysned  arrow. 
That  wounds  the  life,  and  wastes  the  inmost  marrow. 

How  Ysinely  then  do  ydle  wits  inTant» 

That  beautie  is  nought  elie  but  mixture  made      65 

Of  colours  (aire,  and  goodly  temperament 

Of  pure  complexions,  that  shall  quickly  fade 

Ana  passe  away,  like  to  a  sommers  shade ; 

Or  that  it  is  but  comely  composition 

Of  parts  well  measord,  with  meet  disposition !      70 

Hath  white  and  red  in  it  such  wondrous  powre. 
That  it  can  pierce  through  th'  eyes  unto  the  hart. 
And  therein  stirre  such  rage  and  restlesse  stowre. 
As  nought  but  death  can  stint  bis  dolours  smart? 
Or  can  proportion  of  the  outward  part  75 

Move  such  affection  la  the  inward  mynd. 
That  it  can  rob  both  sense,  and  reason  blynd? 

Whj  doe  not  then  the  blossomes  of  (he  field, 
Which  aro  arayd  with  much  more  orient  hew. 
And  to  the  sense  most  daintie  odours  yield,  80 

Woilre  like  impression  in  the  lookers  vew  T 
Or  why  doe  not  fsire  pictures  like  powxe  shew. 
In  which  oft-times  we  nature  see  of  art 
Exceld,  in  perfect  limming erery  part? 

But  ah !  beleere  me  there  is  more  than  so,  86 

That  workes  such  wonders  in  the  minds  of  men  \ 

I,  that  have  often  prov'd,  too  well  it  know. 

And  who  so  list  the  like  assayes  to  ken. 

Shall  find  by  trial,  and  oonfesse  it  then. 

That  beautie  is  not,  as  fond  men  misdeeme,  90 

An  outwarde  ahew  of  things  that  onely  seeme. 

For  that  same  goodly  hew  of  white  and  red, 

With  which  the  cheekea  are  sprinckled,  shall  decay. 

And  those  sweete  roey  leaves,  so  fairly  spred 

Upon  the  Ups,  shall  ftde  and  fsll  away  95 

To  that  they  were,  even  to  ooimpted  day : 

That  golden  wyrs,  those  sparokling  stars  §o  brighti 

Shall  turne  to  dust,  and  lose  their  goodly  light. 

But  diet  faira  lampe,  from  whose  celeatiall  riy 

That  light  proceedes,  which  Undleth  lovers  fire,  100 

Shall  never  be  extinguisht  nor  decay ; 

But,  when  the  vitall  spiriu  doe  expyre* 

Unto  her  native  planet  shsU  retyra ; 

For  it  is  heavenly  home  and  cannot  die. 

Being  a  paroeU  of  the  purest  skie.  105 

For  when  the  soole,  the  which  derived  was. 

At  first,  out  of  that  grsat  immortall  spright. 

By  whom  all  five  to  love,  whilome  did  pas 

Down  firom  the  top  of  purest  heavens  bight 

To  be  embodied  here,  it  then  tooke  light  110 

And  lively  spirits  from  that  fayrest  starre 

Which  lights  the  world  forth  finmi  his  fine  carre. 

Which  powre  retavning  still  or  more  or  lease. 
When  sho  in  fieahly  seede  is  eft  enraced, 
Thraugfa  eyery  part  she  doth  the  same  impresae»  115 
Acoonuog  as  the  heavens  hsve  her  graced. 
And  framM  her  house,  in  which  she  will  be  placed. 


Fit  for  her  selfe,  adorning  it  with  sporle 

Of  th'  heavenly  riches  which  she  mm  erewhyle. 

Thereof  it  oomes  that  theae  fiure  soules,  which  hatr« 
The  most  resemblance  of  that  heavenly  lisbt,      121 
Frame  to  themselvea  most  beautifuU  and  breve 
Their  fleshly  bowre,  most  fit  for  their  delight. 
And  the  grosse  matter  by  a  soverame  might 
Temper  so  trim,  that  it  ma3r  well  be  aeene  125 

A  pallace  fit  for  such  a  virgin  queene* 

So  every  spirit,  as  it  is  most  pure. 

And  hath  m  it  the  more  of  heavenly  light. 

So  it  the  fairer  bodie  doth  procure 

To  habit  in,  and  it  more  fairely  dight  130 

With  chearfuU  gnce  and  amiable  sight ; 

For  of  the  sonle  the  bodie  forme  doth  take ; 

For  soule  is  forme,  and  doth  the  bodie  make. 

Therefore  where-ever  that  thou  doest  behold 

A  comely  corpse,  with  beautie  fairo  endewed,      135 

Know  this  for  certaioe,  that  the  same  doth  hold 

A  beauteous  aoule,  with  fiur  conditions  thewed. 

Fit  to  receive  the  seede  of  vertue  strewed  ; 

For  all  that  faira  is,  is  by  nature  good ; 

That  is  a  sign  to  know  toe  gentle  blood.  140 

Yet  oft  it  falles  that  many  a  gentle  mynd 
Dwels  in  deformed  tabernacle  drownd. 
Either  by  chaunce,  against  the  course  of  kynd, 
Or  through  unaptnesse  in  the  substance  fownd. 
Which  it  assumed  of  some  stubboroe  grownd,    145 
That  will  not  3rie]d  unto  her  formes  direction, 
But  is  performed  with  some  fouie  imperfection 

And  oft  it  falles,  (aye  me,  the  more  to  rew  1) 
That  goodly  beautie,  albe  heavenly  home, 
Is  foule  abusd,  and  that  celeatiall  new,  150 

Which  doth  the  world  with  her  delight  adorne. 
Made  but  the  bait  of  ainne,  and  ainnere  scome, 
Whilest  every  one  doth  seeke  and  sew  to  have  it^ 
But  every  one  doth  seeke  but  to  depreve  it. 

Yet  nathemore  is  that  faire  beautiea  blame,        155 

But  thein  that  do  abuse  it  unto  ill : 

Nothing  so  good,  but  that  through  guilty  shsme 

May  be  corrupt,  and  wrested  unto  will : 

Nameleose  the  soule  is  &ire  and  beauteous  still. 

However  fleshes  fault  it  filthy  make ; 

For  thinga  immortall  no  corruption  take. 

But  ye,  faire  dames !  the  worlds  deare  ornaments 
And  lively  imagea  of  heavens  light. 
Let  not  your  bMmes  with  such  disparagements 
Be  dimd,  and  your  bright  gloria  darkned  quight ;  165 
But,  mindfull  still  of  your  fint  oountriee  sight. 
Doe  still  preserve  your  first  informed  grace, 
Whose  shadow  yet  ahynea  in  your  beauteous  Ace. 

Loath  that  foule  blot,  that  hellish  fierbrand, 
Disloiall  lust  &ir  beautiea  foulest  blsme,  170 

That  base  affection,  which  your  eares  would  bland 
Commend  to  you  by  lovea  abused  name. 
But  is  indeede  the  bondslave  of  defame ; 
Which  will  the  garlsnd  of  your  glorie  marre. 
And  quench  the  light  of  your  hnght  ahyning  ataire. 


But  gentle  love,  that  loiall  is  and  trew, 
Will  more  iUamine  your  resplendent  rey, 
And  add  more  brightnesse  to  your  goodly  hew« 
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From  liffht  of  fail  pare  fire ;  which »  hy  like  wey 
Kiodlea  of  yoars,  your  Ukeneue  doth  display ;  180 
Like  ■•  two  mirroun,  by  opposd  reflection. 
Doe  both  ezpreese  the  nces  first  impreetion. 

Therefore,  to  make  your  beaatie  more  appeare, 

It  yoQ  behorea  to  loTe,  and  forth  to  lay 

That  heareiily  riches  which  in  you  ye  beare,      185 

That  men  the  more  admyre  their  fountaine  may ; 

For  else  what  booteth  that  celestiall  ray. 

If  it  in  darimesse  be  enshrined  erer. 

That  it  of  loTing  eyes  be  rewed  never  1 

But,  in  your  choioe  of  lores,  this  well  adriie,    190 

That  likest  to  your  selres  ye  them  select, 

The  which  your  formes  first  soursemay  sympathiie, 

And  with  like  beauties  parts  be  inly  deekt ; 

For  if  you  loosely  lore  without  respect. 

It  is  not  lore,  but  a  discordant  warre,  195 

\Vhose  unlike  parts  amongat  themsevea  do  iarre. 

For  lore  is  a  celestiall  harmonie 

Of  likely  harts  oomposd  of  starrea  concent. 

Which  loyae  together  in  sweete  sympathie, 

To  work  each  oSbers  ioy  and  true  content,  tOO 

Which  they  haye  harbourd  since  their  first  descent 

Out  of  their  heayenly  bowres,  where  they  did  see 

And  know  ech  other  here  beloy'd  to  bee. 

Then  wrong  it  were  that  any  other  twaine 

Bbould  in  lores  gentle  band  combjrned  bee         905 

But  those  whom  hearen  did  at  first  ordaine, 

And  msde  out  of  one  mould  the  more  t'  sgree ; 

For  all,  that  like  the  beautie  which  they  see. 

Straight  do  not  lore ;  for  Lore  is  not  so  light 

As  straight  to  bums  at  first  beholders  sight.       SIO 

But  they,  which  lore  indeede,  looke  otherwise, 

With  pure  regard  and  spotlesse  true  intent, 

Drawmg  out  of  the  obiect  of  their  eyea 

A  more  refyned  form,  which  they  present 

Unto  their  mind,  roide  of  all  blemishment ;        S15 

Which  it  reducing  to  her  first  perfection, 

Beholdeth  free  from  fleshes  frayle  infection. 

And  then  conforming  it  unto  the  light. 

Which  in  it  selfe  it  hath  remaining  still. 

Of  that  fint  sunne,  yet  sparckling  in  his  sight,   2t0 

Thereof  he  fashions  in  his  higher  skill 

An  hearenly  beautie  to  his  fwcies  will ; 

And,  it  emliracing  in  hia  mind  entyre« 

The  mirrour  of  his  owns  thought  doth  admyre. 

Which  seeing  now  so  inly  fiure  to  be,  tt5 

As  outward  it  appeareth  to  the  «ye. 

And  with  his  spirits  nroportion  to  agree. 

He  thereon  fixeth  all  his  fantasia. 

And  tally  setteth  his  felicitie ; 

Counting^  it  fairer  then  it  is  indeede,  f30 

And  jret  mdeede  her  fsimesse  doth  exceede. 

For  loyers  eyes  more  sharply  sighted  bee 
Then  other  mens,  and  in  deare  lores  delight 


8««e  more  then  any  other  eyes  ean  see. 

Through  mutuall  receipt  of  beames  bright,  tS5 

Which  Carrie  pririe  message  to  the  sprieht. 

And  to  their  eyes  thatinmoat  (aire  dnpfay. 

As  plaine  as  light  discorers  dawning  oay. 

Hierein  they  see,  through  amoroua  eye-glaunoea, 
Armiea  of  Lores  still  fl|rin|p  too  and  bo,  €40 

Which  dart  at  them  their  little  fierie  launoes ; 
Whom  baring  wounded,  back  againe  they  go. 
Carrying  oompaasion  to  their  lorely  foe  ; 
Who,  seeing  her  faire  eyes  so  sharp  eflect. 
Cures  all  their  aorrowes  with  one  sweete  aspect.  t45 

In  which  how  many  wonders  doe  they  reede 

To  their  conoeipt,  that  others  neyer  see ! 

N  ow  of  her  smiles,  with  which  their  soules  they  feede, 

like  gods  with  nectar  in  their  bankets  firee ; 

Now  of  her  lookes,  which  like  to  oordiala  bee  \  tbO 

But  when  her  words  embftssade  forth  she  sends. 

Lord,  how  sweete  musicke  that  unto  them  lenda  I 

Sometimes  upon  her  forhead  they  behold 
A  thousand  graces  maskins:  in  delight ; 
Sometimes  within  her  eye-uds  they  unfold  f  55 

Ten  thoussnd  sweet  belgards,  which  to  their  sight 
Doe  seeme  like  twinekling  starm  in  frostie  night ; 
But  on  her  lips,  like  rosy  buds  in  Msy, 
So  many  millions  of  chaste  pleasures  j^y. 

All  those,  O  Cytherea !  and  thousands  more      f^ 
Thy  handmaides  be,  which  do  on  thee  attend. 
To  decke  thy  beautie  with  their  dainties  store. 
That  may  it  more  to  mortall  eyes  commend. 
And  make  it  more  admyr'd  of  foe  and  frend ; 
That  in  mens  harts  thou  mmt  tiiy  throne  enstall. 
And  Bpred  thy  loyely  kingdome  oyer  alL  t66 

Then  lo,  tryumph  I  0  great  Beauties  Queeae, 

Adyanoe  the  banner  of  thy  oonqueat  hie. 

That  all  this  world,  the  which  thy  yassels  beene, 

Msy  dnw  to  thee,  and  with  dew  fealtie  t?0 

Adore  the  powre  of  thy  great  majeatie, 

Singing  thia  Hymne  in  honour  of  thy  name, 

Compyld  by  me,  which  thy  poor  liegeman  am ! 

In  lieu  whereof  grannt,  O  great  Soyersine ! 
That  ahe,  whose  conquering  beauty  doth  captiy* 
My  trembling  hart  in  her  etemall  ehaiue,  fT6 

One  drop  of  grace  at  length  will  to  me  gire. 
That  I  her  bounden  thrall  by  her  may  Ure, 
And  this  same  life,  which  first  fro  me  she  reared. 
May  owe  to  her,  of  whom  I  it  receared.  tOO 

And  you,  fairs  Venus  dearling,  my  dear  dread  > 
Freeh  flowre  of  grace,  mat  eoddesse  of  my  life, 
When  your  faire  eyes  these  mrfull  lines  aoall  read, 
Deigne  to  let  hl\  one  drop  of  dew  reliefe, 
That  may  recure  my  harta  long  pyning  griefe,    f  85 
And  shew  what  wondrous  powrs  your  beauty  bath 
Ibat  can  reatore  a  damned  wight  from  death*      $9 
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LoTB,  lift  me  up  upon  tfajr  golden  wing^, 
From  this  bue  world  unto  tby  baavens  bigbt, 
^^'bare  I  mty  see  those  edmirmble  things 
Whioh  there  thou  workestby  tby  soreraine  might, 
Farre  above  feeble  reach  of  earthly  sight,  5 

That  I  thereof  an  hearenlj  hymne  may  sing 
Unto  the  God  of  Love,  high  heavens  king. 


Many  lewd  layes  (ah !  woe  is  me  tbe  more !) 
In  praise  of  that  mad  fit  which  fooles  call  lore, 
I  bare  in  th'  heat  of  youth  made  heretofore. 
That  in  light  wits  dia  loose  affection  move ; 
But  all  those  follies  now  I  do  reprove. 
And  turned  hare  tbe  tenor  of  my  string, 
Tb«  heareoly  prayses  of  true  lore  to  sing. 
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And  ye  that  wont  with  greedy  raine  desire 

To  reade  my  fiinlt,  and,  wondrinff  at  my  flame. 

To  warme  your  selres  at  my  wide  sparckling  fire, 

Sith  now  that  beat  is  quenched,  quench  my  blame. 

And  in  her  ashee  Bbrowd  my  dying  shame ; 

For  who  my  passed  follies  now  pursewM,  SO 

Beginoee  his  owne,  and  my  old  fault  renewes. 

Bbpobb  mis  woBLna  obbat  vbamb,  in  which  al 
Are  now  oontaind,  foond  any  being-place,  [thinga 
Ere  flitting  Time  could  wag  bis  eyas  wings 
About  that  miffbtie  bound  which  doth  embrace  25 
Ihe  rolling  apberea,  and  porta  their  boures  by  space, 
Tbat  High  Etemall  Powre,  which  now  doth  more 
In  all  these  things,  mor'd  in  it  selfe  by  lore. 

It  lord  it  selfe,  because  it  selfe  was  fsire ; 

(For  fair  is  lor'd  ;)  snd  of  it  self  begot,  50 

Like  to  it  selfe  his  eldest  sonne  and  heire, 

Etemall,  pure,  and  roide  of  sinfull  blot, 

Tbe  firstling  of  bis  ioy^,  in  whom  no  iot 

Of  lores  dislike  or  pnde  waa  to  be  found. 

Whom  he  therefore  with  equall  honour  crownd.  S5 

With  him  he  raignd,  before  all  time  pTescrihed, 
In  endlesse  glorie  and  immortall  might, 
Together  with  that  third  from  them  derired. 
Most  wise,  most  holy,  most  almightie  spright ! 
Whose  Ungdomes  throne  no  thougbu  of  earthly  wight 
Can  comprehend,  much  lease  my  trembling  rerse  41 
With  equall  words  can  hope  it  to  reherse. 

Yet,  O  most  blesaed  spirit  1  pure  Ismpe  of  light, 
£tcTnall  spring  of  g^rsoe  and  wisedom  trew. 
Vouchsafe  to  abed  uto  my  barren  spright  45 

Some  little  drop  of  thy  celestiall  dew, 
Thai  may  my  lymea  with  aweet  infuse  embrew, 
And  giro  me  words  equall  unto  my  thought, 
To  tell  the  marreilas  by  thy  mercie  wrought 

Yet  being  pregnant  still  with  powrefull  grace,     50 
And  ftiU  of  firuitfttU  Love,  that  lovea  to  get 
l^ingB  like  himadfe*  and  to  enlarge  his  rsce, 
His  eeoood  brood,  though  not  of  powre  so  areat, 
YfC  InO  of  bestttie,  next  be  did  b^et 
An  infiasU  inoreaae  of  angels  bright,  55 

U  ^iadiog  glorious  tn  their  Makers  light. 


To  them  the  hearens  illimitable  bight  [bold, 

(^Not  thia  round  heaven,  whioh  we  from  hence  be- 
Adomd  with  thousand  lamps  of  burning  light. 
And  with  ten  thousand  gemmes  of  shjrninggold,)  60 
He  gave  as  their  inheritance  to  hold. 
That  they  mirht  aerve  him  in  etemall  blis> 
And  be  partakera  of  those  ioys  of  his. 

There  they  in  their  trinsll  triplicities 

About  bim  wait,  and  on  his  will  depend,  65 

Either  with  nimble  wings  to  cut  tbe  skies, 

When  he  them  on  bis  messages  doth  send. 

Or  on  his  owne  dresd  presence  to  attend. 

Where  they  behold  the  glorie  of  his  light, 

And  caroU  hymnea  of  love  both  day  and  night.    70 

Both  day,  and  night,  is  unto  them  all  one ; 
For  he  his  beamea  doth  unto  them  extend. 
That  darknease  there  appeareth  never  none ; 
Ne  bath  their  day,  ne  hath  their  blisse,  an  end. 
But  there  their  termelesse  time  in  pleesure  spend  ; 
Ne  ever  should  their  bappinesse  decar,  76 

Had  not  they  dar'd  their  Lord  to  disobay. 

But  pride,  impatient  of  long  reating  peace. 
Did  puffe  them  up  with  greedy  bold  ambition. 
That  they  gan  oast  their  state  how  to  increase      80 
Abore  the  fortune  of  their  first  condition, 
And  sit  in  Gods  owo  seat  without  commission : 
Tbe  brightest  sngel,  eren  the  child  of  Light, 
Drew  millions  more  against  their  God  to  fight. 

Th'  Almiehty,  seeing  their  so  bold  sssay,  85 

Kindled  ue  flsme  of  His  consuming  yre. 
And  with  His  onely  breath  them  blew  away 
From  hearens  bight,  to  which  they  did  aspyre, 
To  deepest  hell,  snd  lake  of  damned  fyre. 
Where  they  in  darknesse  and  dread  horror  dwell,  90 
Hating  tbe  happie  light  from  which  they  felL 

So  that  next  off-spring  of  the-Makers  lore. 

Next  to  Himselfe  in  glorious  degree, 

Degendering  to  hate,  fell  from  abore 

Through  pride  ;  (for  pride  and  lore  may  ill  agree ;) 

And  now  of  sinne  to  sll  ensample  bee :  96 

How  then  can  sinfull  flesh  itselfe  assure, 

Sith  purest  angels  fell  to  be  impure! 

But  that  Etemall  Fount  of  lore  and  grsoe. 
Still  flowing  forth  His  goodoesse  unto  all,  100 

Now  seeine  left  a  waste  and  emptie  place 
In  His  wyde  pallsce,  through  those  angels  fall. 
Cast  to  supply  tbe  same,  snd  to  enstall 
A  new  unknowen  colony  therein,  [Rio* 

Whose  root  from  earths  base  groundworke  should  be- 
Therefore  of  clay,  base,  rile,  and  next  to  nought,  106 
Yet  form'd  by  wondrous  skill,  and  by  His  might. 
According  to  an  hearenlr  patteme  wrouj^ht. 
Which  He  bad  fashiond  m  his  wise  foresight. 
He  msn  did  mske,  and  breathd  a  Uriog  spright  110 
Into  his  fsce  most  beautifull  and  fayre, 
Endewd  with  wisedomes  riches,  hearenly,  rare. 
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Sacb  He  him  aade,  that  Iw  rmanble  miffht 
Hinadfe,  m  mortiU  tbin^  immortal)  oovUi ; 
Him  to  be  lord  of  every  hving  wigbt 
He  made  hj  love  oat  of  Hia  owae  like  moald, 
In  whom  He  might  Hia  mighrie  aelAi  beboald ; 
For  Love  doth  love  the  thing  beloT*d  toaee, 
That  like  itaelfe  in  lorely  abape  may  bee. 

But  man,  fergetftill  of  bia  Makera  graee 
No  leaae  than  angela  whom  he  did  enaew, 
FeU  from  the  hope  of  nromiat  beaTonly  place. 
Into  the  month  of  deatn,  to  ainnera  dew, 
And  all  hia  off-apring  into  thraldome  threw, 
Whera  they  for  OTor  ahonld  in  bonda  ramaine 
Of  neverHlead  yet  OTer-dying  peine ; 
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Till  that  great  Lord  of  Loto,  which  him  at  firat 

Made  of  meera  lore,  and  after  liked  weU, 

Seeing  him  lie  like  ereeture  long  aceorat 

In  that  deep  horror  of  deapejred  hell,  ISO 

Him,  wreton,  in  doole  would  let  no  longer  dwell, 

But  eaat  out  of  that  bondage  to  redeeme. 

And  pay  the  price,  all  were  hia  debt  extreme. 

Out  of  the  boaone  of  etemall  bliaae, 

In  which  he  reigned  with  his  glotious  Syre,        135 

He  downe  deacended,  like  a  moat  demiaae 

And  abiect  thrall,  in  fleahes  fraile  attyre. 

That  He  for  him  might  pay  ainnea  deadly  byre. 

And  him  reatore  unto  that  happie  atato 

In  which  he  atood  before  hia  hapleaae  &te.         140 

In  iieeh  at  tint  the  gnilt  committed  waa, 

Therefore  in  fleah  it  muat  be  satiafyde ; 

Nor  apirit,  nor  angel,  though  they  man  aurpaa. 

Could  make  amenda  to  God  for  mana  misguyde, 

But  onely  man  himaelfe,  who  setfe  did  alyde :     145 

So,  taking  fleah  of  sacred  Tirgina  wombe, 

For  mana  deare  sake  he  did  a  man  become. 

And  that  moat  bleased  bodie,  which  was  borne 

Without  all  blemiab  or  reprocbfull  blame. 

He  freely  gave  to  be  both  rent  and  tome  150 

Of  cmell  banda,  who  with  deapigbtfbU  shame 

Revyling  him,  that  them  moat  vile  became, 

At  length  him  nayled  on  a  gallow-tree. 

And  alew  the  luat  by  moat  nniuat  decree. 

O  huge  and  moat  unapeakable  impreaaion  155 

Of  lovea  deep  wound,  that  pient  the  piteooa  hart 
Of  that  deare  Lord  with  ao  entyre  affection, 
And,  aharply  launcing  OTCry  inner  part, 
Doloura  of  death  into  hia  aoule  did  dart. 
Doing  him  die  that  nerer  it  deeerred,  160 

To  free  hia  foea,  that  from  his  heaat  had  swenred  t 

What  hart  can  feel  least  touch  of  so  sore  launch. 
Or  thought  can  think  the  depth  of  so  deare  wound  Y 
Whose   bleeding  aoune   their  atreamea  yet  never 
But  atil  do  flow,  and  fr'eably  still  redownd,  [staunch 
To  heale  the  aorea  of  ainfoU  soules  unsound,      166 
And  dense  the  guilt  of  that  infected  cryme 
Which  waa  enrooted  in  all  fleahly  alyme. 

O  bleaaed  Well  of  Lore  f  0  Floure  of  Grace  f 
O  glorioua  Moming-Starref  O  Lampe  of  Light ! 
Most  lirely  image  of  thy  Fathers  face,  171 

Eternal  Kmg  of  Glorie,  Lord  of  Might, 
Meeke  Lambe  of  God,  before  all  worlds  behigbt. 


How  can  we  thee  requite  for  all  thia  good? 

Or  wlttt  can  piiae  that  thy  moat  predoua  blood  ?  175 

Tet  nought  then  aak'at  in  lien  of  all  thia  lore. 

But  loTB  of  ns,  for  guerdon  of  thy  peine : 

Ay  me !  what  can  na  leaae  than  that  behore? 

Had  be  requirsd  life  for  ua  a^ine. 

Had  it  beeoe  wrong  to  aak  hia  owne  with  gaine  T 

He  gare  na  life,  be  it  restored  loot ;  161 

Then  life  were  least,  thatoa  to  little  ooet 

But  be  our  lifo  hath  left  onto  os  free. 

Free  that  waa  thrall,  and  bleased  that  waa  band ; 

Ne  ought  demaunda  but  that  we  loWog  bee,       1D5 

As  he  htmselfe  hath  lor'd  ua  afore-hand. 

And  bound  therto  with  an  etemall  band. 

Him  first  to  lore  that  waa  ao  dearely  bought. 

And  next  our  bredirsn,  to  his  image  wrought. 

Him  first  to  lore  great  right  and  rsaaon  is,         190 

Who  first  to  na  oar  life  and  being  gare, 

And  after,  when  we  fored  had  amisse. 

Us  wretehea  from  the  second  death  did  aare ; 

And  laat,  the  food  of  bfo,  which  now  we  hare, 

£ren  he  himaelfo,  in  hia  dear  aaerament,  195 

To  feede  our  hungry  aouleo,  unto  na  lenL 

Then  next,  to  lore  our  brethren,  that  were  made 
Of  that  aelfo  mould,  and  that  self  msker's  hand. 
That  we,  and  to  the  aame  againe  ahall  fade. 
Where  they  ahall  hare  like  heritage  of  land,       SOO 
Howerer  here  on  higher  atopa  we  atand. 
Which  alao  were  with  selfe-same  price  redeemed 
That  we,  howerer  of  u«  light  esteemed. 

And  were  they  not,  yet  since  that  lor  inff  Lord 

Commannded  ua  to  fore  tbem  for  hia  asixe,         S05 

Eren  for  hia  sake,  and  for  hia  sacrad  word. 

Which  in  hia  last  bequeet  he  to  ua  spake, 

We  ahould  them  lore,  and  with  their  needs  partake; 

Knowing  that,  whataoere  to  them  we  fpTB, 

We  giro  to  him  by  whom  we  all  doe  lire.  tlO 

Such  mercy  he  by  hia  moat  holy  reede 

Unto  ua  taught,  and  to  approre  it  trsw, 

Ensampled  it  by  His  moat  righteoua  deede. 

Shewing  ua  mercie  (miserable  ciew !) 

That  we  the  like  ahould  to  the  wretohee  shew,  115 

And  lore  our  brethren ;  thereby  to  approre 

How  much,  himaelfo  that  lored  ua,  we  lore* 

Then  ronae  thy  aelfo,  O  Earth  !  out  of  thy  soyle. 

In  which  thou  walloweat  like  to  filthy  awyne. 

And  doeat  thy  mynd  in  dnr^  pleaanres  moyle ;  t20 

UnmindfuU  of  that  deareat  Lord  of  thyne ; 

Lift  np  to  him  thy  hearie  etooded  eyne» 

That  thon  thia  aoreraine  bountie  mayst  bebold« 

And  reed,  through  lore,  his  merciea  msnifold. 

Beginne  from  firat,  where  he  aneradled  was 
In  simple  crateh,  wr^  in  a  wad  of  hay, 
Betweene  the  toyUnll  oxe  and  hamble 
And  in  what  laga,  and  in  how  baae  aray. 
The  glory  of  our  heareoir  riches  lay. 
When  him  the  wXij  ahephearda  oaaM  to 
Whom  grsatset  pnaeaa  aonght  on  lowaat  knee. 

From  thence  reade  on  the  atorie  of  hia  lafe^ 
His  humble  carriage,  his  aniiuilty  wayaa. 
His  eanoxad  foea,  his  fights,  bia  toyle,  hia 
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His  painM,  his  povertie,  his  sharpe  assayei,       9S5 
ThroiH^b  which  he  past  his  miBerable  dajes, 
Offending  none,  and  doing  good  to  all, 
Yet  being  maluit  both  by  great  and  smalL 

And  look  at  Ust,  how  of  most  wretched  wights 
He  taken  was,  betrayd,  and  false  accused  ;         240 
How  with  most  acornfuU  taunts,  and  ftll  despights, 
He  was  reryld,  disgrast,  and  foule  abused  ; 
How  scourgd,  how  crownd,  how  buffeted,  how 

bnised; 
And  lastly,  how  twixt  robbers  cruoifyde, 
With  bitter  wounds  through  hands,  through  feet»  and 

■yde!  »4S 

Then  let  thy  flinty  hart,  that  feeles  no  paine, 

Empierced  pa  with  pittifull  remorse. 

Ana  let  thy  bowels  bleede  in  every  yaine. 

At  sight  of  hia  most  saored  hearenly  corse, 

So  tome  and  mangled  with  maUcions  forse ;         250 

And  let  thy  souls,  whose  sins  his  aorrows  wrought. 

Melt  into  taaras,  and  grona  in  grioTed  thought 

With  sence  whereof,  whitest  so  thy  softened  spirit 
Is  inly  toucht,  and  humbled  with  meeke  seale 
Thsough  meditation  of  his  endlesse  merit,  255 

Lift  up  thj  mind  to  th'  author  of  thy  weale. 
And  to  hu  aoveraine  merde  doe  appeale  ; 
Ltane  him  to  love  that  loved  thee  so  deare. 
And  in  thy  breat  hi#  blessed  image  beare. 


With  all  thy  hart,  with  all  thy  aoule  and  mind,   f  tfO 
Thou  must  him  love,  and  hia  beheasts  embraoe ; 
AU  other  loves,  with  whioh  the  world  doth  blind 
Weake  fanciea,  and  atirre  up  affections  base. 
Thou  must  renounce  and  utterly  displace. 
And  give  thy  aelle  unto  him  full  and  free,  265 

That  fuU  and  freely  gave  himselfe  to  thee. 

Then  shslt  thou  feele  thy  spirit  so  posseat. 
And  ravisht  with  devouring  great  deaire 
Of  his  dear  selfe,that  ahall  thy  feeble  breat 
Inflame  with  love,  and  aet  thee  all  on  fire  270 

With  burning  zeale,  through  every  part  entire. 
That  in  no  earthly  thing  thou  shslt  aelight, 
Bnt  in  his  sweet  and  asoiable  eight. 

Thenceforth  all  worlda  desire  will  in  thee  dye, 
And  all  eartbea  glorie,  on  which  men  do  gaso,    275 
Seeme  durt  and  drosse  in  thy  pure-sighted  eye. 
Compared  to  that  celestiall  beauties  blase. 
Whose  glorious  beamea  all  fleshly  aense  dotli  daae 
With  admiration  of  their  paasing  Ught, 
Blinding  the  eyes,  and  lumining  the  sprigbt.      280 

Then  shall  thy  ravisht  soul  inspired  bee 

With  heavenJy  thoughts  farre  above  humane  skil, 

And  thy  bright  radiant  eyes  shall  plainely  see 

Th'  idee  of  his  pure  glone  present  still 

Before  thy  face,  that  all  thy  spirits  shall  fill         285 

With  sweete  enra^ement  of  celestiall  love, 

Kinoied  through  sight  of  those  faire  things  above. 
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mpT  with  the  rage  of  mine  own  ravisht  thought, 
Throuffh  contemplation  of  those  goodlv  sights, 
And  glorious  imsges  in  heaven  wrougnt. 
Whose  wondrous  beauty,  breathing  aweet  delights 

00  kindle  love  in  high  conceipted  sprigbts  j  5 

1  faine  to  tell  the  thiojp^  that  I  behold, 

Bnt  feele  my  wits  to  iaile,  fund  tongue  to  folc). 

Vouchsafe  then,  0  thou  most  Almightie  Sprigbt ! 
From  whom  all  guifts  of  wit  and  knowledge  flow. 
To  shed  into  mv  breaat  some  sparkling  light         10 
Of  thine  etemall  truth,  that  I  may  show 
Some  little  beames  to  mortall  eyea  below 
Of  that  immortall  beautie,  there  with  thee, 
Which  in  my  weake  distraughted  mynd  1  aee  j 

That  with  the  glorie  of  to  goodly  a^ht  15 

The  beans  of  men,  which  fondlv  here  admyre 
Faire  aeeming  ahewes,  and  feea  on  vaine  aelight, 
Tnnaported  with  ceLeatiall  desyre 
Of  those  (mre  formes,  may  lift  themselves  up  hyer. 
And  leanie  (o  love,  with  seslous  humble  dewty,   20 
Th'  •teraal  foontaine  of  that  heavenly  beauty. 

BsginntDg  then  below,  witb  th'  easie  vew 

Of  this  base  world,  aubiect  to  fleshly  eye, 

f  rooa  thence  to  mount  aloft,  by  order  dew. 

To  eootmiplacion  of  ih'  imauNtaU  sky  ;  25 

Of  the  soai«  fiiulcon  so  1  leame  to  flye. 

That  Sacs  awhile  her  iutierisg  wings  beneath, 

1131  aba  her  aeUb  (br  stronger  night  can  breath. 
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Then  looke,  who  list  thy  gazefull  eyes  to  feed 
With  sight  of  that  is  faire,  looke  on  the  frame 
Of  this  wyde  universe,  and  therein  reed 
The  endlesse  kinds  of  creatures  which  by  name 
Thou  canst  not  count,  much  less  their  naturea  aime ; 
All  which  are  made  with  wondrous  wise  respect. 
And  all  with  admirable  beaatie  deckt.  $5 

First,  th'  earth,  on  adamantine  pillers  founded 
Amid  the  sea,  engirt  with  brasen  bands ; 
Then  th'  aire  atill  flittine,  but  yet  firmely  bounded 
On  everie  side,  with  pyles  of  flaming  brands. 
Never  oonsum'd,  nor  quencht  with  mortall  hands  j 
And,  last,  thatmightie  shining  cristall  wall,  41 

Wherewith  he  hath  encompaMcd  this  all. 

By  view  whereof  it  plainly  may  appeare. 

That  still  as  every  thing  doth  upward  tend. 

And  further  is  from  earth,  so  still  more  clears      45 

And  faire  it  growes,  till  to  his  perfect  end 

Of  purest  Beautie  it  at  last  aaoend ; 

Ayre  more  then  water,  fire  much  more  then  ayre, 

Aoci  heaven  then  fire,  appearea  mofe  pure  and  fayre. 

Looke  thou  no  further,  but  affize  thine  eye  50 

On  that  bright  ahynie  round  atill  moving  masse. 
The  house  of  blessed  God,  which  men  call  akye. 
All  sowd  with  glistring  stars  more  thicke  then  grasse. 
Whereof  each  other  doth  in  bri^^htnease  passe, 
But  those  two  most,  whioh,  ruling  night  and  day,  55 
Aa  king  and  queene,  the  heavens  empire  sway . 
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And  tell  me  then,  what  hast  thoa  ever  sees 
That  to  their  beeutie  may  compared  Ix^, 
Or  can  the  aig^ht  that  is  moat  abarpe  and  keene 
Endure  their  captains  flaming  head  to  see !  60 

How  mach  lease  thoae,  much  higher  in  deme, 
And  ao  mnoh  iairer,  and  much  more  than  theae, 
Aa  these  an  &irer  then  the  land  and  aeaa? 

For  (arre  abore  these  hearens,  which  here  we  see. 
Be  others  &rre  exceeding  these  in  light,  65 

Not  bounded,  not  corrupt,  as  dtese  same  bee. 
But  infinite  in  largeneaae  and  in  bight, 
Unmo?inff,  uncomipt,  and  spotlesse  bright. 
That  need  no  annne  t'  illuminate  their  spheres. 
But  their  owne  natire  light  fane  passing  theira.  70 

And  as  these  heavens  still  by  degrees  arise. 

Until  they  come  to  their  firat  MoTors  bound. 

That  in  hia  mightie  compasse  doth  comprise, 

And  oarrie  all  the  rest  with  him  around ; 

So  those  likewise  doe  by  degrees  redound,  75 

And  rise  more  faire,  till  they  at  last  arire 

To  the  most  &ire,  whereto  they  all  do  strire. 

Fairs  is  the  heaTen  where  happy  soules  hare  place. 

In  full  enioyment  of  felicitie, 

Whence  they  doe  still  behold  the  glorious  face     80 

Of  the  DiTine  Etemall  Maiestie ; 

More  faire  is  that,  where  thoae  idees  on  hie 

Enrannged  be,  which  Plato  ao  admyred. 

And  pure  intelligenoea  from  God  inspyred. 

Yet  fairer  is  that  hearen,  in  which  do  raine  85 

The  soreraine  powera  and  mightie  potentatea. 

Which  in  their  high  protection  doe  containe 

All  mortall  princes  and  imperiall  statea ; 

And  fayrer  yet,  whereas  the  loyall  aesAes 

And  hearenly  dominations  are  set,  90 

From  whom  all  earthly  gOTernannoe  is  fet 

Yet  farre  more  faire  be  those  bright  chembins. 

Which  all  with  golden  wings  sre  overdight. 

And  those  etemidl  buming  serapbins, 

Which  from  their  faces  dart  out  fierie  light;  95 

Yet  fiurer  then  they  both,  and  much  more  bright. 

Be  th'  angels  snd  archangels,  which  attend 

On  Gods  owne  person,  without  rest  or  end. 

These  thus  in  faire  each  other  farre  excelling, 
Aa  to  the  highest  they  approach  more  near,         100 
Yet  is  that  highest  farre  beyond  all  telling. 
Fairer  then  all  the  reat  which  there  appeare. 
Though  all  their  beautiea  ioyn*d  together  were ; 
How  then  can  mortall  tongue  hope  to  expresse 
The  image  of  such  endlesse  periectnesse  1  105 

Cease  then,  my  tongue  1  and  lend  unto  mv  mynd 
lieare  to  bethmke  how  great  that  beauty  is. 
Whose  utmost  psrts  so  beautifuU  I  fynd ; 
How  much  more  those  essentiall  parte  of  his. 
His  truth,  his  Ioto,  his  wisedome,  snd  his  blis,   110 
His  grace,  lus  dooms,  his  mercy,  and  his  might. 
By  which  he  lends  us  of  himselfe  a  sight ! 

Those  unto  all  he  daily  doth  display. 

And  ahew  himaelfe  in  th'  image  of  bis  grace. 

As  in  a  looking^g^lasse,  through  which  he  m^    115 

Be  seene  of  slT  ms  creatures  vile  and  base, 

Xiat  are  imabto  else  to  see  hik  hce, 


His  glorious  &oel  which  glistereth  else  so  bright. 
That  th'  angela  selves  can  not  endure  his  sight. 

But  we,  frail  wights!  whose  eight  eannot  austaine 

The  auns  bright  beames  when  he  on  us  doth  shyne. 

But  that  their  points  rebutted  backe  againe         Xtl 

Are  duld,  how  can  we  see  with  feeble  eyne 

The  glorie  of  that  Maiestie  Divine, 

In  sight  of  whom  both  sun  and  moone  are  darke. 

Compared  to  his  least  resplendent  sparke  T  1S6 

The  meanea,  therefore,  which  unto  us  is  lent 

Him  to  behold,  is  on  his  workes  to  looke. 

Which  he  hath  made  in  beauty  excellent. 

And  in  the  same,  as  in  a  brasen  booke,  130 

To  read  eoregiatred  in  every  nooke 

His  goodnease,  which  his  beantie  doth  declare ; 

For  all  thats  good  ia  beautifull  and 


Thence  gathering  plomea  of  perfect  apeeulaiiun. 
To  impe  the  winga  of  thy  high  flying  mynd,       t.tS 
Mount  up  aloft  through  neavenly  contemplation. 
From  thia  darke  worid,  whoae  dampa  the  aoule  do 
And,  like  the  native  brood  of  eaglea  sTpd,      [btynd. 
On  that  bright  Sunne  of  Glorie  fixe  thine  eyes, 
Clear'd  from  grosse  mists  of  fraile  infinnitisa.     140 

Humbled  with  feare  and  awfull  reverence. 

Before  the  footestoole  of  His  Msiestie 

Throw  thy  selfe  downe,  with  trembling  innooenoe, 

Ne  dare  looke  up  with  c6rruptibie  eye 

On  the  dred  fiu^e  of  that  Great  Deity,  145 

For  feare,  lest  if  he  chsnnce  to  look  on  thee. 

Thou  tnme  to  nought,  and  quite  ooofbunded  be. 

But  lowly  fall  before  his  mereie  seate. 

Close  covered  with  the  Lambes  integrity 

From  the  iust  wnih  of  his  avengefull  threate      150 

That  aits  upon  the  righteoua  throne  on  hy ; 

His  throne  is  buDt  upon  eternity. 

More  firme  and  duniile  then  Steele  or  brasse, 

Or  the  hard  diamond,  which  them  both  doth  pasae» 

His  scepter  is  the  rod  of  righteousnesse,  155 

With  which  he  bruseth  all  bis  foes  to  dust, 
And  the  great  dragon  strongly  doth  represse. 
Under  the  rigour  of  his  iudgmcnt  iust ; 
His  seate  is  truth,  to  which  the  faithfiUl  trust, 
From  whence  proceed  her  beamea  so  pure  and  bright 
That  all  about  Him  sbeddeth  glorious  light :  16 

light,  fiirre  exceeding  that  bright  biasing  sparke 

Whicik  darted  is  from  Titana  flaming  heM, 

That  with  his  beames  enlumineth  the  darke 

And  dampish  air,  whereby  al  things  sre  red ;      165 

Whose  nature  yet  so  much  is  marvelled 

Of  mortall  wits,  that  it  doth  much  amase 

The  greatest  wisards  which  thereon  do  gate. 

But  that  immortall  light,  which  there  doth  tkiw. 
Is  many  thousand  times  more  bright,  more  cleare,  170 
More  excellent,  more  glorious,  more  divine, 
Through  which  to  God  all  mortall  actiona  here. 
And  even  the  thoughts  of  men,  do  plaine  appeare ; 
For  from  th'  Eternall  Truth  it  doth  prooeed, 
Through  heavenly  vertoe  whioh  her  beamee  doe 
breed 


With  the  great  glorie  of  that  wondrous  light 

Hia  throne  is  all  encompassed  around. 

And  hid  in  hhi  owne  hm^htiMflw  fioB  the  sight 


176 


AN  HYMNE  OP  HEAVENLY  BEAUTIE. 


401 


Of  aU  Uiat  looke  tlienMm  with  eyea  unsound ; 
And  vnd«niMth  his  feet  are  to  be  found  180 

Thunder,  and  Ug^htning,  and  tempestuous  fjrre. 
The  instruuMDtB  of  his  avenging  yie. 

There  in  his  bosome  Sapience  doth  sit, 

Tht  soreraine  dearling  of  the  deity, 

Clad  like  a  queene  in  royall  robes,  most  fit  185 

For  so  great  powre  and  peerelesae  majesty, 

And  all  with  genunes  and  iewels  gorgeously 

Adornd,  that  brighter  then  the  starres  appeare. 

And  make  her  natire  brightnes  seem  more  cleare. 

And  on  her  head  a  erown  of  purest  gold  190 

Is  set,  in  signe  of  highest  sorerainty ; 

And  in  her  hand  a  scepter  she  doth  hold. 

With  which  she  rules  the  house  of  God  on  hy, 

And  mensgeth  the  erer^moving  sky, 

And  in  the  same  these  lower  creatures  all  195 

Subieoted  to  her  powre  imperial!. 

Both  heaven  and  earth  obev  unto  her  will. 

And  all  the  creatures  whicfi  they  both  oontaine ; 

For  of  her  fulnease  which  the  world  doth  fill 

They  all  partnke,  and  do  in  state  remaine  SOO 

As  their  great  IVlaker  did  at  first  ordaine. 

Through  obserration  of  her  high  beheast. 

By  which  they  first  were  made,  and  still  increast 

The  fairness  of  her  face  no  tongue  can  tell ; 

For  she  the  daughters  of  sll  wemens  race«  205 

And  angels  eke,  in  beautie  dodi  ezcell, 

dpMrklca  on  her  from  Cods  owne  glorious  face, 

And  more  increast  by  her  owne  goodly  grace. 

That  it  doth  farre  exceed  all  humane  thought, 

Ne  can  on  earth  compared  be  to  ought.  210 

Ne  could  that  painter  (had  he  lired  yet) 
Which  pictttred  Venus  with  ao  curious  quill. 
That  all  posteritie  admyred  it, 
HsTe  puitray'd  this,  for  all  his  maiatring  skill ; 
Nc  she  her  selfe,  bad  she  remained  still,  815 

And  were  as  faire  as  fabling  wits  do  fayne. 
Could  once  come  neare  this  beauty  soversyne. 

But  had  those  wits,  the  wonders  of  the  dayes. 
Or  that  sweete  Teian  poet,  which  did  spend 
Hia  plenteous  iraine  in  setting  forth  her  praise,  220 
Seen  but  a  glims  of  thi^  which  I  pretend. 
How  woodronsly  would  he  her  race  commend. 
Above  that  idole  of  his  fayntng  thought. 
That    bU    the  world    should  with   his  rimes  be 
fnughtl 

How  then  dare  I,  the  novice  of  his  art,  225 

Presume  to  picture  so  divine  a  wight, 
Or  hope  t*  expretue  her  least  perfections  part. 
Whose  beauUe  filles  the  heavens  with  her  li^ht. 
And  darkes  the  earth  with  shsdows  of  her  sight  7 
Ahy  gentle  muse  1  thou  art  too  weake  and  faint   230 
like  poortraiet  of  so  heavenly  hew  to  paint. 

Let  angels,  which  her  goodly  face  behold 

And  see  at  will,  her  soveraigne  praises  sing, 

And  those  most  sscred  mysteries  unfold 

Of  that  faire  love  of  mightie  heavens  King  ;       235 

Enough  is  me  t'  admyre  so  heavenly  thing. 

And,  DsiBg  thus  with  her  huge  love  possest, 

la  the  oolj  worder  of  her  selfe  to  rest. 


But  whoso  may,  chrise  happie  man  him  hold. 

Of  all  on  earth  whom  God  so  much  doth  grace,  240 

And  lets  his  owne  beloved  to  behold ; 

For  in  the  view  of  her  celestiall  face 

All  ioy,  all  blisse,  all  happinesse,  have  place ; 

Ne  ought  on  earth  can  want  unto  the  wight 

Who  of  her  selle  csn  win  the  wishful  sight.       245 

For  she,  out  of  her  secret  threasuiy 

Plentie  of  riches  forth  on  him  will  powre. 

Even  heavenly  riches,  which  there  hidden  ly 

Within  the  closet  of  her  chastest  bowre, 

Th'  etemall  portion  of  her  precious  dowre,         250 

Which  mighty  God  hath  given  to  her  free, 

And  to  all  those  which  thereof  worthy  bee. 

None  thereof  worthy  be,  but  those  whom  shee 
Vouchsafeth  to  her  presence  to  recea?e. 
And  letteth  them  her  lovely  face  to  see,  255 

Whereof  such  wondrous  pleasures  they  conceavo. 
And  sweete  contentment,  that  it  doth  bereave 
Their  soul  of  sense,  through  infinite  delight. 
And  them  transport  from  flesh  into  the  sprigbt. 

In  which  thay  see  such  admirable  things,  260 

As  carries  them  into  an  eztasy. 

And  heare  such  heavenly  notes  and  carolings. 

Of  Gods  high  praise,  that  filles  the  brasen  sky ; 

And  feele  such  ioy  and  pleasure  inwardly. 

That  maketh  them  all  worldly  cares  forget,         265 

And  onely  thinke  on  that  before  them  set. 

Ne  from  theoceforth  doth  an^  fleshly  sense, 

Or  idle  thought  of  earthly  things,  remaine  ; 

But  all  that  earst  seemd  sweet  seemes  now  offense. 

And  all  that  pleased  eaist  now  seemes  to  peine :  270 

Their  ioy,  their  comfort,  their  desire,  their  gaine. 

Is  fixed  all  on  that  which  now  they  see  ; 

All  other  sights  but  fayned  ahadowes  bee. 

And  that  faire  lamps,  which  useth  to  inflame 
The  hearts  of  men  with  selfe-consuming  fy  re       275 
Thenceforth  seemes  fowls,  and  full  of  sinfull  blame  ; 
And  all  that  pompe  to  which  proud  minds  aapyre 
By  name  of  Honor,  and  so  much  desyre, 
Seemes  to  them  basenesse,  and  all  riches  drosse. 
And  all  mirth  sadnesse,  and  all  lucre  losse.         280 

So  full  their  eyes  sre  of  that  glorious  sight. 

And  senses  fraught  with  such  satietie. 

That  in  nought  else  on  esrtli  they  can  delight. 

Hut  in  the  aspec  of  that  felicitie. 

Which  they  have  written  in  their  inward  ey ;      286 

On  which  they  feed,  and  in  theyr  fastened  mynd 

All  happie  ioy  and  full  contentment  fynd. 

Ah,  then,  my  hungry  soule !  which  long  hast  fed 
On  idle  fancies  of  thy  foolish  thought. 
And,  with  false  Beauties  flattring  bait  misliKl,     290 
Hast  after  vaine  deceiptfull  shadowes  sought, 
Which  all  are  fled,  and  now  have  left  thee  nought 
But  late  repentance  through  thy  follies  prief ; 
Ah '  ceasse  to  gaae  on  matter  of  thy  grief: 

And  looke  at  last  up  to  that  Soveraine  Light,      295 
From  whose  pure  beams  al  perfect  beauty  springs, 
That  kindleth  love  in  every  godly  spright 
Even  the  love  of  God ;  which  loathing  brings 
Of  this  vile  world  and  these  m-se«sming  things ; 
With  whose  sweet  pleasures  being  so  possest, 
Thy  straying  thoughts  henceforth  for  ever  rest  901 
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FORMERLY  TRANSLATED. 


I. 
BsDTO  one  day  at  mj  window  all  alone. 
80  mania  atrange  thinga  happened  me  to  aee, 
Aa  mnoh  it  giiereth  me  to  thinke  thereon. 
At  m^  right  hand  a  Hynde  appear'd  to  mee. 
So  faue  aa  mote  the  ffreateat  god  delite ; 
Two  eager  doga  did  her  puraue  in  chace. 
Of  which  the  one  waa  hlacke,  the  other  white  : 
With  deadly  force  ao  in  their  oruell  race 
They  pincht  the  himnchea  of  that  gentle  heast, 
That  at  the  laat,  and  in  abort  time,  I  apide. 
Under  a  rocke,  where  ahe,  alaa,  oppreat, 
Fell  to  the  ground,  and  there  untimely  dide. 
CrueU  death  ▼anquiahine  ao  noble  beautie. 
Oft  makea  me  wayle  ao  nard  a  deatenie. 

n. 

After,  at  aea  a  tall  ahip  did  appeare. 
Made  all  of  heben  and  white  yrorie ; 
The  Bailee  of  golde,  of  ailke  the  tackle  were : 
Milde  waa  the  winde,  calme  aeem'd  the  aea  to  bee. 
The  aide  eachwhere  did  abow  full  bright  and  faire : 
With  rich  treaaurea  thia  gay  ahip  fraighted  waa : 
But  audden  atorme  did  ao  turmoyle  the  aire. 
And  tumbled  up  the  aea,  that  ahe  (alaa) 
Strake  on  a  roox,  that  under  water  lay, 
And  periahed  paat  all  recorerie. 
O  !  how  great  ruth,  and  aorrowfiill  aaaay, 
Doth  rex  my  apirite  with  perplezitie, 
Thua  in  a  moment  to  aee  loat  and  drown'd, 
80  great  ricbea  aa  like  cannot  be  found. 

ni. 

The  heareidj^  branohea  did  I  aee  ariae 
Out  of  the  freah  and  luatie  lawrell  tree, 
Amidat  the  young  greene  wood  of  Paivdiae ; 
Some  noble  plant  I  thought  myaelfe  to  aee : 
Such  atore  of  birda  therein  yahrowded  were, 
Chaunting  in  ahade  their  aundrie  melodie. 
That  with  their  aweetnea  1  waa  raviah't  nere. 
While  on  thia  lanrall  fixed  waa  mine  eie. 


The  aide  gan  ererie  where  to  orereaat, 
And  darkned  waa  the  welkin  all  about. 
When  audden  flaah  of  heavena  fire  out  braat. 
And  rent  this  royall  tree  quite  by  the  roote ; 

Which  makea  me  much  and  ever  to  complaine ; 

For  no  auch  ahadow  ahalbe  had  againe. 

Within  thia  wood,  out  of  a  roeke  did  riae 

A  apring  of  water,  mildly  rumbling  downe. 

Whereto  approched  not  m  anie  wise 

The  homely  ahepheard,  nor  the  ruder  clowne ; 

But  manie  muaea,  and  the  nymphea  withall. 

That  aweetly  in  accord  did  tune  their  Toyoe 

To  the  aoft  aounding  of  the  watera  (all : 

That  my  glad  hart  thereat  did  much  reioyoe. 

But,  while  herein  I  tooke  my  chiefe  delight, 

I  aaw  (iJaa)  the  gaping  earth  deroure 

The  apring,   the  place,    and  all    deane  out  of 

eight; 
Which  yet  agareevea  my  hart  eren  to  thia  houre, 
And  wonnda  my  aoule  with  rufull  memorie. 
To  aee  auch  pleaaurea  gon  ao  auddenly. 


I  aaw  a  Phoenix  in  the  wood  alone. 
With  purple  winga,  and  crest  of  golden  hewe ; 
Strange  bird  he  waa,  whereby  I  t£>UG:bt  anone, 
That  of  aome  hearenly  wight  I  had  the  yewe ; 
UntiU  he  came  unto  the  broken  tree, 
And  to  the  apring,  that  late  deyoured  was. 
What  aay  I  more  1  each  thing  at  laat  we  aee 
Doth  paaae  away :  the  Phoenix  there  alaa. 
Spying  the  tree  deatroid,  the  water  dride, 
Hima^  amote  with  his  beake,  aa  in  diadaine. 
And  ao  foorthwith  in  great  despight  he  dide ; 
That  yet  my  heart  buroes,  in  exceeding  paine. 
For  ruth  and  pitie  of  ao  haplea  plight : 
O I  let  mine  eyea  no  more  aee  auch  a  aighL 
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Al  hit  M  frin  a  Ui»  did  I  qtie, 
Tliat  thmkiBg  yeioa  her  I  burae  and  quke ; 
On  henriw  ind  flowns  alie  walked  penatvely , 
Milde,  but  yet  Love  abe  proudly  did  fimake : 
White  aeem*d  her  robee,  yet  woven  ao  they  i 
Aa  anow  and  golde  together  had  been  wronght : 
Abo\'e  the  waat  a  darke  clonde  ahrouded  her, 
A  stioginr  aerpent  by  the  heele  her  caQ|bt ; 
Wherewith  ahe  bngniaht  aa  the  gathered  floore ; 
And,  well  a»»iir'd,  ahe  moonted  up  to  ioy. 
Alas,  on  earth  ao  nothing  doth  endure. 
But  bitter  griefe  and  aorrowfull  annor : 
Which  make  thia  life  wretched  and  miaenble, 
Toaaed  with  atoraaaa  of  fortune  variable. 


vn. 


When  I  beheld  thia  tickle  tmatlea  atate 

Of  vaine  worlds  glofie.  flitting  too  and  firo. 

And  mortall  men  toaaed  by  troublous  fate 

In  reatlea  aeaa  of  wretchednes  and  woe ; 

I  wish  I  might  this  wearie  life  forgoe. 

And  shortly  tume  unto  my  happie  rest. 

Whom  my  free  spirite  might  not  anie  moe 

Be  vext  with  sights,  that  doo  her  peace  molest. 

And  ye,  ftire  ladie,  in  whose  bounteous  brest 

All  heavenly  grace  and  vertue  shrined  is, 

When  ye,  these  rythmes  doo  read,  and  vew  the  rest. 

Loath  this  base  world,  and  thinke  of  beavena  blis  i 

And  though  ye  be  the  faireat  of  Gods  creatures. 

Yet  thinke,  that  death  shall  spoyle  your  goodly 
featurea. 
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It  was  the  time,  when  reat,  soft  sliding  downe 
From  heavens  hight  into  mens  heavy  eyes. 
In  the  forgetfulnes  of  aleepe  doth  drowne 
The  careful]  thoughts  of  mortall  miseries ; 
Then  did  a  gboat  before  mine  eyea  appeare. 
On  that  great  rivera  banck,  that  runnes  by  Rome ; 
Which,  calling  me  by  name,  bad  me  to  reare 
My  lookea  to  neaven  whence  all  good  gifta  do  come. 
And  crjring  lowd,  Lo !  now  beholde  (quoth  bee) 
What  under  thia  rreat  temple  placed  is : 
Lo,  an  is  nought  bat  flying  vanitee ! 
So  I,  that  know  this  worlu  inconatandes, 
Sith  onely  God  aurmounta  all  timea  decay. 
In  God  alooe  my  confidence  do  atay. 

n. 

On  high  hiUs  top  I  nw  a  atately  (ramoy 
An  hundred  cubita  high  by  iust  aaaise. 
With  hundreth  piUoQxs  fironting  ftdre  the  lame. 
All  wrought  with  diamond  after  Dorick  wise : 
Nor  brick  nor  marble  waa  the  wall  in  view. 
But  ahiniag  chxistall,  which  from  top  to  baaa 
Out  of  her  womb  a  Uiousand  rayons  threw. 
One  hondred  atepa  of  Afirike  golda  enchase : 
Golde  waa  the  parget ;  and  the  seeling  bright 
Did  ahine  all  acaly  with  great  platea  of  golde ; 
The  floore  of  iasp  and  emeraude  was  dight. 
O  worlds  vaineaae !    Whilea  <hus  I  did  behold, 
An  earthquake  ahooke  the  hiU  from  loweat  aeat, 
And  overthrew  this  frame  with  mine  great. 

m. 

Than  did  a  sharped  apyre  of  diamond  bright. 
Ten  leetie  each  wav  in  aqunre  appeare  to  mee, 
lastly  proportioD'd  np  onto  his  bight, 
So  hiMM  archer  might  bia  level  ace : 
Tbe  top  thereof  a  pot  did  aaama  to  beare. 
Made  of  the  mettail,  whidi  we  most  do  honour ; 
And  in  thia  colden  veaaal  oooched  weare 
The  aahea  of  a  migbty  cmpwoor : 
Upon  fimie  oomeia  or  the  base  were  pight, 
To  bears  the  frame,  Ibnra  great  lyona  of  gold ; 
A  worthy  toinhe  for  aach  a  worthy  wight 
Alaa*  tUa  worid  doth  nought  but  grievance  hold ! 
1  saw  n  tamaat  from  the  heaven  descend, 
Whkh  thia  mre  aoiwmept  with  flaah  did  rand. 


I  saw  rayade  up  on  yvorie  pillowes  tall. 
Whose  bases  were  of  richest  mettslls  wai1[e« 
The  chaptera  alablsster,  the  fryses  christaUf 
The  double  front  of  a  triumphall  arke : 
On  each  aide  purtraid  was  a  Victoria, 
Clad  like  a  nimph,  that  wingcs  of  silver  weares. 
And  in  triuroplumt  chsyre  was  set  on  hie. 
The  aundent  glory  of  the  Roman  peares. 
No  works  it  seem'd  of  earthly  craltsmans  wit, 
But  rather  wrought  by  bis  owns  industry. 
That  thunder-dartes  for  love  his  syre  doth  fit. 
Let  me  no  more  see  faire  thing  under  sky, 
Sith  that  mine  eyea  have  scene  so  faire  a  sight 
With  aodain  frU  to  dust  consumed  quight. 

T. 

Then  was  the  frirs  Dodonian  tree  far  scene. 
Upon  seaven  hilla  to  apread  his  gladsome  gleame. 
And  conqneroura  bedecked  with  hia  greene, 
Along  the  bancka  of  the  Ausonian  atreame : 
There  many  an  aundent  trophee  waa  addreat, 
j  And  many  a  apoyle,  and  many  a  goodly  show. 
Which  tint  brave  racea  sreatnes  did  atteat. 
That  whilome  from  the  Troyan  blood  did  flow. 
Ravif  bt  I  was  ao  ran  a  thing  to  vew ; 
When  lo  !  a  barbarous  troupe  of  clownish  fone 
The  honour  of  these  noble  boughs  down  threw : 
Under  the  wedge  I  heard  the  tronck  to  mne ; 
And,  aince,  I  aaw  the  roote  in  great  oisdaine 
A  twinne  of  forked  trees  aend  forth  againe. 

VI. 

I  aaw  a  wolfe  mder  a  rookie  cave 
Noursing  two  whelpeo ;  I  saw  her  litle  ones 
In  wanton  dallianoe  the  teste  to  crave,         [nones : 
While  she  her  neck  wreath'd  from  them  for  the 
I  saw  her  raunge  abroad  to  aeeke  her  food, 
And  roming  throorh  the  field  with  greedie  rage 
T'embrew  her  teeth  and  clswes  with  lukewarm  blood 
Of  the  small  herds,  her  thirst  for  to  asswage. 
1  aaw  a  thousand  huntsmen,  which  descended 
Downe  from  the  mountainea  bordring  Lombardie, 
That  with  an  hondred  apeares  her  flank  wide  rended 
I  aaw  her  on  the  plane  outstretched  lie. 

Throwing  out  tlionsand  throbs  in  her  owne  soyle ; 

Soone  on  a  tree  aphang'd  I  saw  her  spoyle. 

f  d2 


404 


THE  VISIONS  OF  BELLAY. 


TIX. 

I  nw  the  bird  that  ean  (he  sun  eodure. 
With  feeble  wingi  assay  to  mount  on  bight ; 
By  more  and  more  she  gan  her  wings  t'assore, 
Following  the  eosample  of  her  mothers  sight 
I  saw  her  rise,  and  with  a  larger  flight 
To  pierce  the  cloudes,  and  with  wide  pinneons 
To  measure  Uie  most  baughtie  moantaines  bight, 
Untili  she  ranght  the  gods  owne  mansions  : 
There  was  she  lost ;  when  suddaine  I  bebelde. 
Where  tumbling  through  the  ayre  in  fierie  fold. 
All  flaming  downe  die  on  the  plaine  was  felde, 
And  soone  her  bodie  tnm'd  to  ashes  coldi*. 
I  saw  the  foule,  that  doth  the  light  despise. 
Out  of  her  dust  like  to  a  worme  arise. 

vm, 

I  saw  a  river  swift,  whose  fomy  bllowes 

Did  wash  the  eround-work  of  an  old  great  wall ; 

I  saw  it  coTer'd  all  with  griesly  shaduwes. 

That  with  black  horror  did  the  ayre  appall  : 

Thereout  a  strange  beast  with  seren  hods  arose, 

That  townes  and  castles  under  her  brest  did  ooure, 

And  seem'd  both  milder  beasts  and  fiercer  foes 

Alike  with  equall  raTine  to  deroure. 

Much  was  I  masde,  to  see  this  monsters  kinda 

In  hundred  formes  to  change  his  feareluU  hew ; 

When  as  at  length  I  saw  the  wrathful  winde, 

W  hich  blows  cold  storms,  burst  out  of  Scithian  mew. 

That  sperst  these  cloudes;  and,  in  so  short  as 
tbouffht, 

This  dreadfull  shape  was  ranished  to  nought. 

IX. 

Then  all  astonied  with  this  mighty  ghoast. 
An  hideous  bodie  big  and  strong  I  sawe. 
With  side-long  beard,  and  locks  down  hanging  loaat, 
Sterne  face,  and  front  full  of  Satumlike  awe 
Who,  leaning  on  the  belly  of  a  pot, 
Pourd  forth  a  water,  whose  out  gashing  flood 
Ilao  bathing  all  the  creakie  shore  aflot, 
Whereon  the  Troyan  prince  spilt  Tumns  blood ; 
And  at  his  feete  a  bitch  wolfe  suck  did  yeeld 
I'o  two  young  babes :  His  left  the  palme  tree  stout. 
His  right  hand  did  the  peacefuU  olive  wield ; 
And  bead  with  lawrell  gamisht  was  about. 
Sudden  both  palme  and  olive  fell  away. 
And  faire  greene  lawrell  branch  did  quite  decay. 


Hard  by  a  river  side  a  virgin  fidre. 
Folding  her  armes  to  heaven  with  thousand  throbs. 
And  outraging  her  cheekes  and  grolden  haire, 
To  falling  rivers  sound  thus  tun  d  her  sobs. 

Where  is  (quoth  she)  this  whilom  honoured  face  t 
Where  the  great  glorie  and  the  auncient  praise. 
In  which  all  worlds  felicitie  had  place. 


tt 


When  gods  and  men  my  honour  up  did  raise  1 

Suffis'd  it  not  that  civill  warres  me  made 

The  whole  worlds  spoile,  but  that  this  hydra  new. 

Of  hundred  Hercules  to  be  assaide. 

With  seven  heads,  buddinr  monstrous  crimes  aneWi 

So  many  Neroes  and  Cuigulaes 

Out  of  these  crooked  shores  must  dayly  zayse  1" 

zi. 

Upon  an  hill  a  bright  flame  I  did  see 
VVaying  aloft  with  triple  point  to  skie. 
Which,  like  ineense  of  precious  cedar  trae. 
With  balmis  odours  fil'd  th'  ayre  ftrre  and  nie. 


A  bird  all  white,  well  feathered  on  each  wing. 
Hereout  up  to  the  throne  of  gods  did  Am, 
And  all  the  way  most  pleasant  notes  did  sing. 
Whilst  in  the  smoake  she  unto  heaven  did  stie. 
Of  this  fiiirB  fire  the  scattered  rayee  forth  threw 
On  everie  side  a  thousand  shining  beamee : 
When  sudden  dropping  of  a  silver  dew       [fl( 
(O  grievous  chance  !)  gan  qneneh  thoee  preaous 
That  it,  which  earst  so  pleasant  sent  did  yeld. 
Of  nothing  now  but  noyous  sulphure  saieldi 

xn. 
I  saw  a  spring  out  of  a  rocke  forth  rayle, 
As  cleare  as  christall  gainst  the  snnnie  beamee. 
The  bottome  yellow,  like  the  golden  grayle 
That  briffht  Pactolus  washeth  with  his  streemes ; 
It  seem'd  that  art  and  nature  had  assembled 
All  pleasure  there,  for  which  mens  bart  could  long ; 
And  there  a  noyse  alluring  sleepe  soft  trembled. 
Of  mauie  accords  mors  sweete  than  mermaids  song  : 
The  seates  and  benches  shone  as  yvorie, 
And  hundred  nymphes  sate  side  by  side  about ; 
When  from  nigh  hills,  with  hideous  outerie, 
A  troupe  of  Hatyres  in  the  place  did  rout. 

Which  with  their  villenie  feete  the  strsame  did  ray 
Throw  down  the  seats,  and  drove  the  nympbea  away. 

XIII. 

Much  richer  then  that  vessell  seem'd  to  baa. 
Which  did  to  that  sad  Florentina  appeare. 
Casting  mine  eyes  ftrre  oflT,  I  chaunst  to  aaa 
Upon  the  Latine  coast  herselfo  to  reata : 
But  suddenly  arose  a  tempest  grsat. 
Bearing  dose  «ivie  to  these  riches  rare, 
Which  gan  assaile  this  ship  with  dreadfnU  threat. 
This  shro  to  which  none  oUier  might  compare : 
And  finuly  the  storme  impetuous 
Sunke  up  these  riches,  second  nntonooa, 
Within  the  gulfe  of  greedie  Nareus. 
I  saw  both  ship  and  marinert  each  one. 
And  all  that  treasure,  drowned  in  the  maiDa: 
But  I  the  ship  saw  after  taisd  againa. 

xrv. 
Long  having  deeply  gton'd  these  Visiona  Md, 
I  saw  a  citie  like  uoto  that  same. 
Which  saw  the  measenger  of  tidings  gbd ; 
But  that  on  sand  was  built  the  goodly  frama : 
It  seem'd  her  top  the  firmament  did  raysa. 
And,  no  lease  rich  than  fidra,  right  worthie  aoia 
(If  ought  here  worthie)  of  imniDrtall  dsyea. 
Or  if  aught  under  heaTen  mi^t  finne  endure. 
Much  wondred  I  to  see  so  fioraa  wall : 
When  from  the  northeme  coast  astormaaroae. 
Which,  breathing  furie  from  hia  inward  gall 
On  all  which  did  against  his  eoniaa  oppose. 
Into  a  clowde  ofduat  sparat  in  the  aura 
The  weake  foundations  of  the  eitie  T  '^ 


At  length,  even  at  the  time,  whan  MorpliaQa 
Moat  trolie  doth  unto  our  eyas  appeara, 
Wearie  to  aee  the  bearana  atjll  waToring  thus, 
I  saw  IVphoBua  sister  ooauning  naara; 
Whose  head,  Aill  biaraly  with  a  morion  bidd. 
Did  seeme  to  match  the  gods  in  maiaatiai 
She,  by  a  rivera  banka  Hm  swift  downa  slidd« 
Over  aU  the  worid  did  raise  a  trophee  hie ; 
An  hundred  vanquisht  kinga  ander  her  lay. 
With  armes  bound  at  their  beoks  in  sfaHmeful]  wise 
Whilst  I  thusmaied  was  with  |;iaat  aifiaj, 
I  saw  the  heaveoa  in  warre  agamst  hernaa : 
Then  downa  aha  alriekan  &U  with  do  of  thoDdar, 
That  with  grsatnoyaa  I  wakta  in  sttdden  woodar 
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I. 

Oks  daj,  wIuIm  thtt  my  dayHe  cares  did  sleepe, 
Mj  ipint  Bhaking  off  her  earthly  prison, 
Began  to  enter  into  meditation  aeepe 
Of  tbinga  exceeding  reach  of  common  reason ; 
Such  as  this  age,  in  which  all  good  is  geason. 
And  all  that  homhle  is,  and  meane  debaced, 
Hath  brought  forth  in  her  last  declining  season, 
Griefe  of  good  minde8,to  see  goodnesse  disgraced ! 
On  which  when  as   my    thought  was    throghly 

placed. 
Unto  my  eyes  atranse  ahowea  pesented  were. 
Picturing  that  which  I  in  minae  embraced, 
Thnt  yet  those  sights  empassion  me  full  nere 
Such  as  they  were  (frire  ladie !)  take  in  worth. 
That  when  time  series  may  bring  things  better 
forth.' 

n. 

In  summers  day,  when  Phoebus  fairly  shone, 
I  saw  a  bull  as  white  as  driren  snowe, 
With  gilden  homes  embowed  like  themoone, 
In  a  mah  flowring  meadow  lying  lowe : 
Up  to  bia  earea  the  rerdant  graase  did  growe, 
And  the  gav  flonrea  did  offer  to  be  eaten ; 
But  he  with  fatnes  ao  did  orerflowe. 
That  be  all  wallowed  in  the  weedea  downe  beaten, 
Ne  car*d  with  them  his  daintie  lips  to  sweeten  : 
Till  that  a  biiie,  a  soomed  little  creature, 
Throu^  his  fidre  hide  his  angrie  sting  did  threaten, 
And  Text  so  sore,  that  all  his  goodly  feature 
And  alibis  plenteous  pasture  nought  him  pleased: 
So  by  the  small  the  great  is  oft  dueased. 

m. 

Beside  the  fruitful!  shore  of  muddie  Nile, 

Upon  a  sunnie  banke  outatretebed  lay. 

In  monstrous  length,  a  mirhtie  crocodile, 

That  cram'd  with  guiltlea  blood  and  greedie  pray 

Of  wretched  peopu  traTailing  that  way, 

Thought    all    things  lease  than  his    disdainfull 

pride. 
I  aaw  a  little  bird  cal'd  TeduU, 
The  least  of  thousands  which  on  earth  abide. 
That  fbrat  this  hideous  beast  to  open  wide 
The  griesly  gates  of  his  de?ouring  hell. 
And  let  him  leede,  as  Nature  did  provide. 
Upon  his  tawea,  that  with  blacke  venim  swell. 

Why  then  should  greatest  things  the  least  dis- 
daine, 

Shh  that  so  small  so  mightie  can  constraine? 

IT. 

Tb«  kiagly  bird,  that  bearee  loTes  thunder-clap. 
One  day  w  i«ome  the  simple  scanibee. 
Proud  of  his  highest  service,  and  good  hap. 
That  made  all  other  fcmlea  his  thralls  to  bee  * 


The  ailly  flie,  that  no  redresse  did  see, 
Spide  where  the  eagle  built  his  towring  nest. 
And,  kindling  fire  within  the  hollow  tree. 
Burnt  up  his  yong  ones,  and  himaelfe  distreat ; 
Ne  sufiied  him  in  anie  place  to  rest. 
But  droTe  in  Iotos  owne  lap  his  egs  to  lay ; 
Where  satbering  also  filth  him  to  infest, 
Forst  with  the  filth  his  egs  to  fling  away : 
For  which  when  as  the  foule  was  wroth,  said  Jots, 
**  Lo !  how  the  least  the  greatest  may  reproTe." 

T. 

Toward  the  sea  tumine  my  troubled  ejre, 
I  saw  the  fish  (if  fish  1  may  it  cleepe) 
That  makea  the  sea  hefore  bis  face  to  flye. 
And  with  his  flsggie  finnes  doth  seeme  to  sweepe 
The  fomie  wayes  out  of  the  dreadfull  deep, 
The  huge  leTiathan,  dame  Naturea  wonder. 
Making  his  sport,  that  manie  makes  to  weep : 
A  sword-fish  small  him  from  the  rest  did  sunder. 
That,  in  his  throat  him  pricking  softly  under. 
His  wide  abysse  him  forced  forth  to  spewe, 
That  all  the  sea  did  roare  like  heavens  thunder. 
And  all  the  waves  were  stain 'd  with  filthie  hewe. 
Hereby  I  learned  have  net  to  despise 
Whatever  thing  seemes  small  in  common  eyea. 

VI. 

An  hideous  dragon,  dreadfull  to  behold. 

Whose  backe  was  arm*d  against  the  dint  of  speare 

With  shields  of  brasse  that  shone  like  buniisht  golde^ 

And  forkhed  sting  that  death  in  it  did  beare. 

Strove  with  a  spider  his  unequall  peare ; 

And  bad  defiance  to  his  enemie. 

The  subtill  vermin,  creeping  closely  neare, 

Did  in  his  drinke  theA  povson  privilis  ; 

Which,  through  his  entrailea  apredding  diversly. 

Made  him  to  awell,  that  nich  his  bowells  brust. 

And  him  enforst  to  yeeld  the  victorie, 

Thst  did  BO  much  in  his  owne  greatnesse  truat. 

0,  how  great  vainnesse  is  it  then  to  scome 
The  weake,  that  hath  the  strong  ao  oft  forlone ! 

vn. 

High  on  a  hill  a  goodly  cedar  grewe. 
Of  wondrous  length,  and  straight  proportion, 
That  farre  abroad  her  daintie  odoura  tnrewe ; 
Mongst  all  the  daughters  of  proud  Libanon, 
Her  match  in  beautie  was  not  anie  one. 
Shortly  within  her  inmost  pith  there  bred 
A  little  wicked  worme,  perceived  of  none, 
That  on  her  sap  and  vitall  moysture  fed  : 
ll>enceforth  her  garland  so  much  honoured 
Began  to  die,  (O  great  ruth  for  the  aame  !) 
And  her  faire  lockea  fell  from  her  loftie  head. 
That  shortly  balde  and  hared  ahe  became. 

1,  which  this  sight  beheld,  was  much  dismayed. 
To  see  so  goodly  thing  so  soone  decayed. 
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Tin. 


Boone  aftar  this  I  nw  an  elephant, 
A,dorn'd  with  hells  and  hoaaes  gorgeoaslie. 
That  on  hia  becke  did  beare  (as  batteilant) 
A  gilden  towre,  which  ahone  eioeedin^Ue; 
That  he  himselfe  throagh  foolish  Tmnitie, 
Both  for  his  rich  attire,  and  goodly  forme. 
Was  puffed  vp  with  passing  surquedrie, 
And  shortly  gan  all  other  beasts  to  aoomeb 
Till  that  a  litUe  ant,  a  aiUy  worme. 
Into  his  nostrils  creeping,  so  him  pained, 
That  casting  downs  his  towree,  he  did  defonae 
Both  borrowed  pride,  and  natiTe  beantie  staiDed. 
Let  therefore  nought,  that  grsat  is,  therein  gloria, 
Sith  so  sbmU  thing  his  happinee  may  Tsriei 


iz. 


Looking  far  foorth  mto  the  ocean  wide, 
A  goodly  ship  with  banners  brarelv  dight, 
And  flag  in  her  top-gallant,  I  espide 
Through  the  msine  sea  making  her  merry  flight 
Fatre  blew  the  winde  into  her  boeome  right ; 
And  th*  heavens  looked  loTely  all  the  while ; 
That  ahe  did  seeme  to  dannoe,  aa  in  delight. 
And  at  her  owne  felicitie  did  smile. 
All  sodainely  there  dore  unto  her  keele 
A  Httle  fish,  that  men  call  Remora, 
Which  atopt  her  ooune,  and  held  her  by  the  heele. 
That  winde  nor  tide  oould  more  her  thence  awsT. 
Strannge  dung,  me  aeemeth,  that  so  small  a  thing 
Should  abU  be  so  great  an  one  to  wring. 


A  mighty  lyon,  lord  of  all  the  wood. 
Having  his  hunger  throughly  satisfide 
With  pimy  of  beasU  and  spoyle  of  liring  blood. 
Safe  in  his  dresdles  den  hun  thought  to  hide : 
His  stemesee  wss  his  prayse,  hia  strength  his  pride 
And  all  bis  gloir  in  his  craeU  clawes, 
I  aaw  a  waap,  that  fiercely  him  defide. 
And  bed  him  bettaile  eren  to  his  iawes : 
Sore  he  him  atong,  that  it  the  blood  forth  drawee. 
And  hia  pronde  heart  is  fild  with  fireCting  ire  - 
In  Tsine  M  threaU  his  teeth,  his  tayle,  his  pawes. 
And  from  his  bloodie  eyes  doth  spericle  fire: 
Thst  dead  himself  he  wisheth  for  di^pighL 
So  weakest  may  anoy  the  most  of  might! 

XI. 

What  tune  the  Romaine  empire  bore  die  raine 
Of  alltfal  worldi  and  florisht  most  in  nughty 
The  nations  gan  their  aorenigntie  disdaue. 
And  oaet  to  qnitt  them  from  their  bondase  qoigfat: 
So,  when  all  ahionded  were  in  silent  night. 
The  GaUes  were,  by  eompting  of  a  mayde, 
Poeaest  nigh  of  the  Capitol  throagh  slight. 
Had  not  n  goose  the  treacfaeiT  bewnyde ; 
If  then  ft  gooee  mat  Rome  nom  miae  stayde. 
And  lore  himacSfo,  the  patron  of  the  pliee, 
Preeerred  from  being  to  his  foes  betimyde; 
Why  do  Taine  men  mean  things  so  moeh  defiMe, 
And  in  their  might  repoee  meir  moat  aaanranoe, 
Sith  nought  on  earth  can  ohalengelongeodmanoe! 


XII. 

When  these  sad  sights  were  orerpast  and  gone. 
My  apright  was  greatly  moved  in  her  rest. 
With  inward  rath  and  deare  affection. 
To  aee  so  great  things  by  so  small  distreat : 
Thenceforth  I  ^;an  in  my  engrieved  breat 
To  soome  all  difference  of  great  aod  small, 
Sith  that  the  greatest  often  are  oppraet, 
And  unawares  doe  into  daan<er  fiUL 
And  ye,  that  read  these  rniaee  tracicall, 
Leame,  by  their  losse,  to  lore  thelow  degree. 
And,  if  thst  fortune  cbaunoe  you  up  to  eall 
To  hononrk  seat,  forget  not  what  you  be : 
For  be,  that  of  himaelfo  is  most  secure. 
Shall  finds  hit  state  moat  fickle  and  nasorab 
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TO  THI  RIGHT  SOVORABLB  TBS 

LADIE  COMPTON  AND  MOUNTEOLE. 

Most  hiie  and  rertaoas  Udia;  having  often 
•ought  oppoitnnitie  hj  some  good  meanes  to  make 
knowmi  to  voar  ladiship  the  bomhle  affection  and 
fiuthfttU  dutie,  which  I  hare  alwaies  professed,  and 
am  bound  to  bears  to  that  house,  from  whence  yee 
n>ring,  I  have  at  length  found  occasion  to  remember 
the  same,  hj  making  a  simple  present  to  you  of 
these  mj  idle  labours ;  which  having  long  sithens 
eompoeed  in  the  raw  eonceipt  of  my  youth,  I  lately 
amongat  other  papers  lighted  upon,  and  was  by 


others,  which  liked  the  same,  moored  to  set  them 
foorth.  Simple  is  the  doTioe,  and  the  composition 
mesne,  yet  oarrieth  some  delight,  even  the  rather 
becsuse  of  the  simplicitie  and  meannesse  thus  per- 
sonated. The  same  I  beseech  your  ladiship  take  in 
good  part,  as  a  pledge  of  that  profession  whieh  I 
hare  made  to  you ;  and  keepe  with  you  until!,  with 
some  other  more  worthie  labour,  I  do  redeeme  it  out 
of  your  hands,  and  discharge  my  utmost  dutie.  Till 
then  wishing  your  ladiship  all  increase  of  honour 
and  happinesse,  I  humblie  take  leare. 

Your  La:  ever  humbly; 

£d.Sp. 


It  was  the  month,  in  which  the  righteous  maide, 

1  hat  for  disdsine  of  sinfull  worlds  upbraids 

Fled  beck  to  hearen,  whence  she  was  first  conceiTed, 

Into  her  ailTer  bowre  the  sunne  received ; 

And  the  hot  Syrian  dog  on  him  awayting,  5 

After  the  chafed  lyons  cruell  bayting, 

Corrupted  had  tfa'  ayre  with  his  noysome  breath. 

And  powr'd  on  th'  earth  plague,  pestilence,  and 

Easonffst  the  rest  a  wicked  maladie.  [death. 

Raign  d  emongst  men,  that  manie  did  to  die,        10 

Deprir'd  of  sense  snd  ordinaris  rssson ; 

That  it  to  leaches  seemed  strange  snd  geason. 

My  fortune  was,  mongst  manie  others  moe. 

To  be  partaker  of  their  common  woe ; 

And  my  weake  bodie,  set  on  fire  with  griefe,        15 

Was  rob'd  of  rest  and  naturall  reliefs. 

In  this  ill  plight,  there  came  to  visito  mee 

Some  friends,  who,  sorxe  my  sad  case  to  see, 

Pegan  to  comfort  me  in  ch^fuU  wise, 

And  meanes  of  gladsome  solace  to  devise.  20 

But  seeing  kindly  sleep  refuse  to  doe 

His  ofiee»  and  my  feeble  eyes  forgoe. 


Thev  sought  my  troubled  sense  how  to  deceare 
With  talke,  that  might  unouiet  fiueies  reave ; 
And,  sitting  all  in  seates  about  me  round,  95 

With  pleasant  tales  (fit  for  that  idle  stound) 
They  cast  in  course  to  waste  the  wearte  howres : 
Some  tolde  of  ladies,  and  their  paramoures ; 
Some  of  brave  knights,  and  their  renowned  squires  ; 
Some  of  the  faeries  and  their  strange  attires ;        30 
And  some  of  gisnnte,  hard  to  be  beleeved; 
That  the  delight  thereof  me  much  releeved. 
Amongst  the  rest  a  good  old  woman  was, 
Higbt  Mother  Hubberd,  who  did  farre  surpsa 
The  rest  in  honest  mirth,  thst  seem'd  her  well ;    55 
She,  when  her  tume  was  come  her  tale  to  tell, 
Tolde  of  a  strange  sdrenture,  that  betided 
Betwixt  the  foze  and  th'  ape  by  him  misguided ; 
The  which  for  that  my  sense  is  Rreatly  pleased. 
All  were  my  spirito  heavie  and  diseasea,  40 

He  write  in  termes,  as  she  the  same  did  say, 
So  well  as  1  her  words  remember  may. 
No  muses  aide  me  needes  hereto  to  cell ; 
Base  is  the  style,  and  matter  mesne  withalL 
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%  WhUome(nid  she)  before  tbe  world  was  dvill, 
The  foze  and  th'  ape»  dUUking  of  their  evill         46 
And  hard  estate,  determined  to  aeeke 
Their  fortunes  (arre  abroad,  lyeke  with  his  lyeke : 
For  both  were  eraftie  and  nnhappie  witted ; 
Two  fellowes  might  no  where  be  better  fitted.      50 
Tbe  foxe,  that  first  this  cause  of  giiefe  did  finde, 
Gan  first  thus  plains  his  case  with  words  unkinde. 
"  Neighbour  spe,  and  my  gosbip  eke  beside, 
(Both  two  SOTS  bands  in  friendsnip  to  be  tide,) 
To  whom  may  I  more  trustely  oomplsine  55 

The  e^ill  plight;  that  doth  me  sore  oonstnine. 
And  hope  thereof  to  finde  due  remedie  1 
Heare  tnen  my  peine  and  inward  agonie. 
Thus  manie  yeares  I  now  hare  spent  and  wome. 
In  meane  regard,  and  basest  fortunes  soome,        60 
Dooing  my  countrey  serrice  as  I  might. 
No  lease  1  dare  saie  than  the  prowdest  wight ; 
And  still  I  hoped  to  be  up  adraunced. 
For  my  good  parts ;  but  still  it  hath  mischauneed. 
Now  therefore  that  no  lenger  hope  I  see,  65 

But  froward  fortune  still  to  follow  mee, 
And  losels  lifted  high,  where  I  did  looke, 
I  meane  to  tume  tbe  next  leafe  of  the  booke. 
Yet,  ere  that  anie  way  I  doo  betake, 
I  meane  my  gossip,  priyie  first  to  make."  70 

*'  Ah!  my  deare  gossip,  (answer'd  then  the  ape,) 
Deeplv  doo  your  sad  words  my  wits  awbape. 
Both  for  because  your  nriefe  aoth  great  appears, 
And  eke  because  my  sdfe  am  touched  neare : 
For  I  likewise  have  wasted  much  good  time,         75 
Still  wayting  to  preferment  up  to  clime, 
Wbilest  others  slwsyes  have  before  me  stept. 
And  (rom  my  beard  the  fat  away  have  swept ; 
That  now  unto  despairs  I  gin  to  grows 
And  meane  for  better  winde  shout  to  throws.        80 
Therefore  to  me,  my  trustie  friend,  aread 
Thy  councell :  two  is  better  than  one  head." 
"  Certes  (said  he)  I  meane  me  to  disguise 
In  some  straunge  habit,  after  uncouth  wise. 
Or  like  a  pilgrim,  or  a  Ijrmiter,  85 

Or  like  a  gipsen,  or  a  iuggeler. 
And  so  to  wander  to  the  worldesende. 
To  seeke  my  fortune,  where  I  may  it  mende : 
For  worse  than  that  I  have  I  cannot  meete. 
Wide  is  the  world  I  wote,  and  everie  streets         90 
Is  full  of  fortunes,  and  adrentures  straunge, 
Continuallie  subiect  unto  ohaunge. 
8ay/my  faire  brother  now,  if  this  device 
Doth  like  you,  or  may  you  to  like  entice." 
'*  Sorely  (said  th'  ape)  it  likes  me  wondrous  well ; 
Aud,  would  ye  not  poors  fellowship  ezpell,  96 

My  selfe  would  offer  you  t*  accompanie 
In  this  sdrentures  channcefull  ieopardie : 
For  to  wexe  olde  at  home  in  idlenesse. 
Is  dissdrenturous,  and  quite  fortunelesse ;         100 
Abroad  where  change  is,  ^pod  mi^  gotten  bee." 
The  foxe  wss  glad,  and  quickly  did  agree  : 
So  both  resolr'd,  the  morrow  next  ensuing, 
So  soone  as  dsy  appeard  to  peoples  yewing, 
On  Uieir  intended  loumey  toproceede ;  105 

And  orer  night,  whatso  theretoo  did  neede, 
Each  did  prepare,  in  readines  to  bee. 
The  morrow  next,  so  soone  as  one  might  see 
Light  out  of  heavens  windowes  forth  to  looke, 
Both  ii»\T  habiliments  unto  them  tooke,  110 

And  )mt  themselves  ([a  ^ods  name)  on  their  way ; 
WhimMn  the  a|>e,  beginnmg  well  to  wey 
1I^«  \\^\\\  MtlviMtture,  thus  begsn  t'  advise: 
Ni«>^  \y*d»  Nr  lieyaold,  as  ye  be  ngbt  wi»e, 
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What  course  ye  weene  is  best  lor  us  to  tske« 

That  for  our  selves  we  may  a  living  make. 

Whether  aball  we  profesae  some  tnd^  or  shiDt 

Or  shall  we  Tarie  our  device  at  will, 

Eren  as  new  occasion  appearesT 

Or  shsU  we  tie  our  selves  for  eertaine  years* 

To  anie  service,  or  to  snie  plsoe  ? 

For  it  behoves,  ere  that  into  the  laoe 

We  enter,  to  resolve  first  hereupoo." 

"  Now  sorely  brother  (said  the  fosa  anonj 

Ye  hare  diis  matter  motioned  in  seison : 

For  STerie  thing  that  is  begun  with  naaoii 

Will  oome  by  nadie  meanes  unto  his  end ; 

But  things  miseoonselled  must  needs  fflisw«nd. 

Thus  therefore  I  advize  upon  the  ease. 

That  not  to  anie  eertaine  trade  or  place,  1^ 

Nor  anie  man,  we  should  our  selves  tpplie; 

For  wh^  should  he  thst  is  at  libertie 

Make  himselfe  bond  1  sith  then  we  are  free  home. 

Let  us  all  servile  base  subieetion  scome; 

And,  as  we  bee  soones  of  the  world  so  wide, 

Let  us  our  &thers  heritsge  divide. 

And  ohalenge  to  our  selves  our  portioDS  doe 

Of  sll  the  pstrimonie,  which  a  few 

Now  hold  in  hugger  mugger  in  their  hsnd. 

And  all  the  rest  doo  rob  of  eood  and  land. 

For  now  a  few  have  all,  and  all  have  nought. 

Yet  all  be  brethren  ylike  dearly  bought : 

There  is  no  right  in  this  psrtiuon, 

Ne  wss  it  so  by  institution 

Ordsined  first,  ne  hj  the  law  of  nature. 

But  that  ahe  gave  like  blessing  to  each  crsture 

As  well  of  woridly  livelode  as  of  life, 

Thst  there  might  be  no  difference  nor  strife. 

Nor  ought  osld  mine  or  thine:  thriee  happie  then 

Was  the  condition  of  mortall  men.  150 

That  was  the  golden  age  of  Satume  old. 

But  this  mig^t  better  be  the  world  of  gold : 

For  without  eolde  now  nothing  wilbe  got, 

Therefore  (if  please  ^u)  this  shslbe  our  plot ; 

We  will  not  1m  of  anie  occupation,  155 

Let  such  vile  Tssaalls  borne  to  bsse  rocation 

Drudge  in  the  world,  end  for  their  living  drajla. 

Which  have  no  wit  to  live  withonten  toyleu 

But  we  wiU  walke  about  the  world  at  pleasure 

like  two  free  men,  and  make  our  ease  a  treasorsw 

Frse  men  some  beggers  csU,  but  they  be  free ;    I6l 

And  they  which  cidl  them  so  more  beggers  bee: 

For  they  doo  swinke  end  sweate  to  feed  the  other. 

Who  live  like  lords  of  that  which  they  doo  gather. 

And  yet  doo  nerer  thanke  them  for  the  same,      165 

But  as  their  due  by  nature  doo  it  clame. 

Such  will  we  fashion  both  out  selves  to  bee. 

Lords  of  the  world ;  and  so  wiU  wander  free. 

Where  so  us  listeth,  uncontn>rd  of  anie : 

Hard  is  our  hap,  if  we  (emongst  so  manie)  170 

Light  not  on  some  that  may  our  state  amend ; 

Sildome  but  some  good  commeth  are  the  end.*' 

Well  seemd  the  ape  to  like  this  ordinaunoe : 

Yet,  well  considering  of  the  circumstaunoe. 

As  Musing  in  great  doubt  awhile  he  staid,  175 

Ana  afterwards  with  grave  advisement  aaid ; 

*'  I  cannot,  my  lief  brother,  like  but  well 

Tbe  purpose  of  the  coraplot  which  ye  tell : 

For  well  I  wot  (compar  d  to  all  the  rest 

Of  each  degree)  that  beggers  life  is  best :  180 

And  they,  that  thinke  themselves  the  best  of  all, 

Ofl-times  to  begging  are  content  to  £tll. 

But  this  I  wot  witball,  that  we  shall  ronne 

Into  great  dsunger  like  to  bea  undonae. 
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Wildly  to  winder  thus  in  the  worlds  eye,  185 

Withouten  peetport  or  good  wamnde. 

For  feere  leest  we  like  rognei  ehould  be  reputed. 

And  for  eere-merked  beasts  abroad  be  bruted ; 

Therefore  I  read,  that  we  oar  councells  call. 

How  to  prerent  this  mischiefe  ere  it  fall,  190 

And  how  we  may,  with  most  securitie. 

Beg  amongst  those  that  beggers  doo  defie.*' 

"  Right  well,  deere  gossip,  jre  advized  hare, 

(Said  then  the  foxe,)  but  I  Uiis  doubt  will  save : 

For,  ere  we  farther  passe,  I  will  derise  195 

A  passport  for  us  both  in  fittest  wise. 

And  by  the  names  of  aooldiers  us  protect ; 

That  now  is  thought  a  eiyilly  begging  sect 

Be  you  the  souldier ;  for  you  likeit  are 

For  manly  semblance,  and  small  skill  in  warre :  f  00 

I  will  but  wayte  on  you,  and,  as  occasion 

Falls  out,  my  selfe  fit  for  the  same  will  fashion." 

The  passport  ended,  both  they  forward  went ; 

The  ape  clad  souldieiiOce,  fit  for  th'  intent, 

In  a  blew  iaoket  with  a  crosse  of  redd  f  05 

And  manie  slits,  as  if  that  he  had  shedd 

Much  blood  through  many  wounds  therein  reeeayed, 

Which  had  the  use  of  his  right  arm  bereaTcd  ; 

Upon  his  head  an  old  Scotch  cap  he  wore. 

With  a  plume  feather  all  to  peeces  tore :  210 

His  breeches  were  made  after  the  new  cut, 

Al  Portuguese,  loose  like  an  emptie  gut ; 

And  his  hose  broken  high  aboTC  the  heeling, 

And  his  sbooes  beaten  out  with  trareling. 

But  neither  sword  nor  dagger  he  did  beare  ;       tl5 

Seemes  that  no  foes  reTengement  he  did  feare ; 

In  stead  of  them  a  handsome  bat  he  held. 

On  which  he  leaned,  ss  one  farre  in  elde. 

Shatme  light  on  him,  that  through  so  fidse  illusion, 

Doth  tume  the  name  of  souldiers  to  abusion,     SSO 

And  that,  which  is  the  noblest  mysterie. 

Brings  to  reproach  and  common  mfamie ! 

Long  they  thna  travailed,  vet  never  met 

Adventure,  which  might  tnem  a  working  set : 

Yet  manie  waiea  they  sought,  and  manie  tryed  ;  S%5 

Yet  for  their  purposes  none  fit  esp3red. 

At  laat  they  cnaunat  to  meet  upon  the  way 

A  simple  husbaDdman  in  garmeota  gray ; 

Yet,  though  his  vesture  were  but  mesne  and  bace, 

A  good  yeoman  he  was  of  honest  place,  S50 

And  more  for  thrift  did  care  than  for  gay  clothing  : 

Gay  wtthofut  good,  is  good  hearu  greatest  loathing. 

The  foxe,  him  spying,  bad  the  ape  him  dight 

To  play  his  part,  for  loe !  he  was  in  sight. 

That  (if  he  vr*d  not)  should  them  entertaine,     235 

And  yeeld  them  timely  profite  for  their  peine. 

Eflsoooes  the  ape  himselfe  nn  up  to  reare, 

And  on  bis  shoulders  high  bis  bat  to  beare, 

As  if  good  service  he  were  fit  to  do ; 

But  litde  thrift  for  bun  he  did  it  to :  S40 

And  stoutly  forward  he  his  steps  did  straine. 

That  like  a  handsome  swaine  it  him  became : 

When  as  they  nigh  approached,  that  good  man, 

Seeing  them  wander  loosely,  first  began 

T*  enquire  of  customs,  what  and  whence  they  were  ? 

To  whom  the  a^e ;  "  1  am  a  souldiere,  S46 

That  late  io  wsrres  have  spent  my  decreet  blood. 

And  in  long  eerviee  lost  both  limbs  and  ^ood ; 

And  now,  oonstrain'd  that  trade  to  overgive, 

I  driven  am  to  seeke  some  meanes  to  live :  <50 

Which  might  it  ^ou  in  pitie  please  t'  afford, 

!  would  be  readte,  both  in  deed  and  word 

To  dvo  you  faithfttU  service  all  my  dayes, 

lliia  jroo  world  (that  same  he  weeping  sayee) 


Brings  downs  the  stowtest  hearts  to  lowest  state :  255 

For  miserie  doth  bravest  mindes  abate. 

And  make  them  seeke  for  that  they  wont  to  scome. 

Of  fortune  and  of  hope  at  once  forlome." 

The  honest  man,  that  heard  him  thus  complaine. 

Was  griev'd,  ss  he  had  felt  part  of  his  peine ;     t60 

And,  well  dispoa'd  him  some  reliefe  to  showe, 

Askt  if  in  husbandrie  he  ought  did  knowe, 

To  plough,  to  plant,  to  reap,  to  rake,  to  sowe, 

To  oedge,  to  ditch,  to  thrash,  to  thetch,  to  mowe ; 

Or  to  wliat  labour  els  he  was  prepaied  965 

For  husbsnds  life  is  labouroos  and  hard. 

Whenas  the  ape  him  hard  so  much  to  taike 

Of  labour,  that  did  from  his  liking  balke. 

He  would  have  alipt  the  coller  handsomely. 

And  to  him  said ;  '*  Good  sir,  full  glsd  am  I,       270 

To  take  what  painea  may  anie  living  wight : 

But  my  laie  maymed  limbs  lack  wonted  might 

To  doo  their  kindly  services,  as  needeth  : 

Scarce  this  right  hand  the  mouth  with  diet  feedeth. 

So  that  it  may  no  painfull  worke  endure,  275 

Ne  to  strong  labour  osn  it  selfe  enure. 

But  if  that  anie  other  place  you  have. 

Which  askes  small  pamea,  but  thriftinea  to  save. 

Or  care  to  overlooke,  or  trust  to  gather. 

Ye  mav  me  trust  as  your  owne  ghoatly  father."  280 

With  toat  the  husbandman  gan  him  aviae, 

That  it  for  him  were  fittest  exercise 

Cattail  to  keep,  or  grounds  to  oversee ; 

And  asked  him,  if  he  could  willmg  bee 

To  keep  his  sheep,  or  to  attend  his  swyne,  285 

Or  vratch  his  mares,  or  take  his  charge  of  kyne  t 

"  Gladly  (said  he)  what  ever  such  like  peine 

Ye  put  on  me,  I  will  the  same  sustaine : 

But  gladliest  I  of  your  fleecie  sheepe 

(Might  it  you  please)  would  take  on  me  the  keep. 

For,  ere  that  unto  armea  I  me  betooke,  291 

Unto  my  fathers  sheepe  1  usde  to  looke. 

That  yet  the  skill  thereof  I  have  not  loete : 

Thereto  right  well  this  curdog,  by  my  costs, 

^Meaning  the  foxe)  will  serve  my  sheepe  to  gather. 

And  drive  to  follow  after  their  bel wether."         296 

The  husbsndman  was  meanly  well  content 

Triall  to  make  of  his  endevourment : 

And,  home  him  leading,  lent  to  him  the  charge 

Of  all  his  flocks,  with  Ubertie  ftill  Isrge,  300 

Giving  accompt  of  th'  annuall  increace 

Both  of  their  lambea,  and  of  their  woolley  fleece. 

Thus  is  this  ape  become  a  aheapheerd  awaine. 

And  the  fUse  foxe  his  doe :  (God  give  them  peine  !^ 

For  ere  the  yeare  have  halfe  bia  course  out^run,  305 

And  doo  retume  from  whence  he  first  begun. 

They  disll  him  mske  an  ill  accompt  of  thrift. 

Now  whenas  time,  flying  with  wiogea  awift, 

Kxpired  had  the  terme,  that  these  two  iavels 

Should  render  up  a  reckning  of  their  travels       310 

Unto  their  master,  which  it  of  them  sought, 

Kxceedingly  they  troubled  were  in  thought, 

Ne  wist  what  auswere  unto  him  to  frame, 

Ne  how  to  scape  great  puniahment,  or  ahame. 

For  their  false  treason  and  vile  theeverie :  315 

For  not  a  lambe  of  all  their  flockea  supply 

Had  they  to  shew  ;  but,  ever  aa  they  bred. 

They  alue  them,  and  upon  their  fleahes  fed ; 

For  that  disguised  dog  lov*d  blood  to  spill. 

And  drew  the  wicked  shepheard  to  bia  will.        320 

So  twixt  them  both  they  not  a  lambkin  left ;    [reft ; 

And,  when  lambea  fail*d,  the  old  aheepee  Uvea  they 

That  how  t'  acquite  themselves  unto  their  lord 

They  were  in  doubt,  and  flatly  set  abord. 
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The  foze  then  ooonsel'd  th'  ape  for  to  require    S25 

Respite  till  morrow  t' ana  were  hia  desire : 

For  cimea  delaj  new  hope  of  helpe  atill  breeda, 

The  good  man  granted,  doubting  nought  their  deeda, 

And  bed  next  day  that  all  ahould  readie  be. 

But  they  more  aubtill  meaning  had  than  he :       530 

For  the  neat  morrowea  meed  they  cloaely  ment, 

For  feare  of  afterclapa,  for  to  prevent : 

And  that  aame  evenrng,  when  all  ahrowded  were 

In  earelea  aleep,  they  without  eare  or  feare 

Cruelly  fell  upon  their  flock  in  folde,  SS5 

And  of  them  alew  at  pleaaure  what  they  wolde  : 

Of  which  whenaa  they  feeated  had  theit  fiU, 

For  a  full  complement  of  all  their  ill, 

They  atole  away,  and  tooke  their  haatie  flight. 

Carried  in  olowdea  of  all-concealing  night.         540 

So  was  the  huabandman  left  to  hia  loaae, 

And  thev  unto  their  fortnnea  change  to  toaae. 

After  wnich  aort  they  wandered  long  while, 

Abnaing  manie  through  their  cloaked  guile ; 

That  at  the  laat  they  gan  to  be  deeeryed 

Of  eyerie  one,  and  all  their  aleighta  eapyed. 

So  aa  their  beeging  now  them  failed  quyte. 

For  none  would  give,  but  all  men  would  them  wyte ; 

Yet  would  they  take  no  painea  to  get  their  Uying, 

But  aeeke  aome  other  way  to  gaine  by  giving,    550 

Much  like  to  begging,  but  much  better  nameid ; 

For  manie  beg,  wnich  are  thereof  ashamed. 

And  now  the  foxe  had  gotten  him  a  gowne. 

And  th'  ape  a  caasocke  aideloog  hanging  downe ; 

For  they  their  occupation  meant  to  changCi         535 

And  now  in  other  state  abroad  to  range : 

For,  aince  their  aouldiera  paa  no  better  apedd. 

They  forg'd  another,  aa  for  clerkea  booke  redd. 

Who  paasing  foorth,  aa  their  adrenturea  fell,      559 

Through  manie  hapa,  which  needa  not  here  to  tell ; 

At  length  chaunst  with  a  formall  prieat  to  meete. 

Whom  they  in  civill  manner  first  did  greete, 

And  after  aakt  an  almea  for  Goda  deare  lore. 

The  man  atraight  way  hia  choler  up  did  more, 

And  with  reproachful]  tearmea  gan  them  revile,  565 

For  following  that  trade  ao  base  and  vile ; 

And  aakt  what  licenae,  or  what  paa  they  had  Y 

"  Ah  !  (aaid  the  ape  aa  aighiuff  wondroua  sad) 

Ita  an  hard  caae,  when  men  of  good  deaerring 

Must  either  driven  be  perforce  to  aterring,         570 

Or  asked  for  their  paa  by  eyerie  aquib. 

That  list  at  will  them  to  revile  or  anib : 

And  yet  (God  wote)  email  oddea  I  ofien  aee 

Twixt  them  that  aske,  and  them  that  asked  bee. 

Nathelea  because  you  ahall  not  ua  misdeeme,     575 

But  that  we  are  aa  honest  as  we  seeme, 

Yee  shall  our  pasport  at  your  pleasure  see, 

And  then  ye  will  (I  hope)  weU  moved  bee.*' 

Which  when  the  priest  beheld,  he  view'd  it  nere, 

As  if  therein  aome  text  he  atudying  were,  580 

But  little  ela  (God  wote)  could  thereof  aldll : 

For  read  he  could  not  evidence,  nor  will, 

Ne  tell  a  written  word,  ne  write  a  letter, 

Ne  make  one  title  worse,  ne  make  one  better : 

Of  such  deep  learning  little  had  he  neede,  385 

Ne  yet  of  Latine,  ne  of  Greeke,  that  breede 

Doubts  mongst  divines,  and  difference  of  texts. 

From  whence  arise  diversitie  of  sects. 

And  hatefuU  heresies,  of  God  abbor'd  I 

But  this  good  sir  did  follow  the  plaine  word,      590 

Ne  medled  with  their  controversies  vaine ; 

All  hia  care  was,  his  service  well  to  saine. 

And  to  lead  homeliea  upon  holidayea : 

When  that  was  done,  he  might  attend  hia  playes ; 
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An  eaaie  life,  and  fit  High  God  to  pi 

He,  having  overlookt  their  paa  at 

Gan  at  the  length  them  to  rebuke  againe. 

That  no  good  trade  of  life  did  enteitaiae. 

But  loat  their  time  in  wandring  looae  abroad : 

Seeing  the  worid,  in  which  th^  bootlee  boad. 

Had  wayea  enough  for  all  therein  to  live ; 

Such  grace  did  God  unto  hia  ereaturea  give. 

Said  then  the  ibxe ;  "  Who  hath  the  world  not  tride. 

From  the  right  way  full  eath  aay  waudff  wide. 

We  are  but  novicea,  new  come  u>road,  405 

We  have  not  yet  the  tract  of  anie  troadt 

Nor  on  ua  taken  anie  atate  of  life, 

But  readie  are  of  aaie  to  make  pnttfSs.  [proved, 

Therefore  might  please  vou,  which  the  woiid  have 

Ua  to  adviae,  which  forth  but  lately  moved,       410 

Of  aome  good  course,  that  we  might  undertake ; 

Ye  ahall  ror  ever  ua  your  bondmen  make." 

The  priest  gan  wexe  halfe  proud  to  be  so  ptaide, 

Aod  thereby  willing  to  affoord  them  aide ; 

**  It  seemea  (said  he)  rjght  weU  that  ye  be  derka. 

Both  by  your  wittie  words,  and  by  your  werka.  416 

Is  not  that  name  enough  to  make  a  living 

To  him  that  hath  a  whit  of  Naturea  giving  1 

How  manie  honest  men  see  ye  arise 

Daylie  thereby,  and  grow  to  goodly  prise ;  4f 0 

To  deaneff,  to  archdeacons,  to  commissariee. 

To  lorda,  to  principalla,  to  prebendarieal 

All  iolly  prelates,  wordue  rule  to  beare. 

Who  ever  them  eovie :  yet  spite  bites  neare. 

Why  should  ye  doubt  then,  but  that  ye  likewise 

Might  unto  some  of  thoee  in  time  arise  1  4S6 

In  the  meane  time  to  live  in  good  eatate. 

Loving  that  love,  and  hating  those  that  hate ; 

Being  some  honest  curate,  or  some  vicker. 

Content  with  little  in  condition  sicker.  [graet, 

"  Ah  I   but  (ssid  th'  ape)  the  charge  ia  wondrous 

To  feed  mens  soules,  and  hath  an  heavie threat/'  4St 

*•  To  feed  mens  soules,  (quoth  he)  is  not  in  man : 

For  they  muat  fieed  themselves,  doo  what  we  oao» 

We  are  but  char^'d  to  lay  the  meats  before :        455 

Eate  they  that  list,  we  need  to  doo  no  more. 

Rut  God  it  is  that  feedes  them  with  his  graoo. 

The  breed  of  life  powr'd  downe  from  heayenly  place. 

Therefore  said  he,  that  with  the  budding  rod 

Did  rule  the  lewea,  AU  tkalbt  taught  <^  God.       440 

That  ssme  hath  lesus  Christ  now  to  him  raoght. 

By  whom  the  flock  is  rightly  fed,  and  taught : 

He  is  the  shephesrd,  and  the  prieat  ia  hee ; 

We  but  his  shepheard  swsines  ordain'd  to  bee. 

Therefore  herewith  doo  not  your  aelfe  dismay ; 

Ne  is  the  paines  so  ^xeat,  but  beaie  ye  may  ; 

For  not  ao  great,  as  it  was  wont  of  yore, 

It's  now  a  dayes,  ne  halfe  ao  straight  and  sore : 

They  whilome  used  duly  everie  day 

Their  aervice  and  their  noUe  things  to  say, 

At  mome  and  even,  besides  their  anthemea  aweeCe. 

Their  penie  maaees,  and  their  compl^ee  meete« 

Their  diriges,  their  trentals,  and  their  shrifts. 

Their  memories,  their  singings,  and  their  gifts. 

Now  all  those  needlease  works  are  lud  away ; 

Now  once  a  weeke,  upon  the  Sabbath  day. 

It  is  enough  to  doo  our  small  devotion. 

And  then  to  follow  any  merrie  motioD. 

Ne  are  we  tyde  to  hat,  but  when  we  list ; 

Ne  to  weare  garments  base  of  wollen  twist. 

But  with  the  finest  silkes  us  to  amy. 

That  before  God  we  may  appeare  more  gay. 

Resembling  Aarons  ftlorie  w  his  place  i 

For  htre  •  -^son  beoe 
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Sbonld  with  rile  oloatbs  approaob  Gods  Maiestie, 

Whom  no  uncleannes  may  approaoben  nie ;         466 

Or  that  all  men,  wbicb  anie  master  aerre, 

Good  garments  for  tbeir  service  sbonld  desenre : 

Bot  he  tbat  serres  the  Lord  of  Hoaats  Most  Higb, 

And  that  in  highest  place  t'  approach  him  nigh,  470 

And  all  the  peoples  prayers  to  present 

Before  his  throne,  as  on  amhassage  sent 

Both  to  and  fro,  sbonld  not  desenre  to  weara 

A  garment  better,  than  of  wooll  or  heare. 

Besides,  we  may  hare  lying  by  our  sides  475 

Our  lorely  lasses,  or  bright  shining  brides ; 

We  be  not  tyde  to  wilfiifl  chastitie, 

Rut  hare  the  gospell  of  free  libertie/' 

Bv  tbat  he  ended  had  his  ghostly  sermon, 

Tne  foxe  waa  well  indnc'd  to  be  a  parson ;         480 

And  of  the  priest  eftsoones  gan  to  enquire, 

How  to  a  benefice  he  might  aspire. 

"  Marie,  there  (said  the  priest)  is  arte  indeed : 

Much  good  deep  learning  one  thereout  may  reed  ; 

For  tbat  the  pound-worke  is,  and  end  of  aU,      485 

How  to  obtame  a  beneficiall, 

Firat  therefore,  when  ye  hare  in  handsome  wise 

Your  selfe  attyred,  as  you  can  devise, 

Then  to  some  nobleman  your  selfe  applye. 

Or  other  great  one  in  tbe  worldes  eye,  490 

Tbat  hath  a  sealous  disposition 

To  God,  and  so  to  his  religion  : 

There  must  thou  fashion  eke  a  godly  leale. 

Such  as  no  carpers  may  contrayre  reveale : 

For  each  thing  finned  ought  more  wane  bee.      495 

There  thou  must  walks  in  sober  grayitee, 

Aod  seeme  as  saintlike  as  Saint  Radegnnd : 

Fast  much,  pray  oft,  looke  lowly  on  the  ground, 

And  unto  ererie  one  doo  curtesie  meeke  : 

These  lookes  (nought  saying)  doo  a  benefice  seeke, 

And  be  thou  sure  one  not  to  lacke  ere  long.        501 

But  if  thee  list  unto  the  court  to  throng. 

And  there  to  hunt  after  the  hoped  pray. 

Then  most  thou  tbee  dispose  another  way  : 

For  there  thou  needs  must  leame  to  laugh,  to  lie. 

To  hce,  to  forge,  to  scofie,  to  companie,  506 

To  crouche,  to  please,  to  be  a  beetle  stock 

Of  th^  great  masters  will,  to  scome,  or  mock  : 

So  maist  thou  channce  mock  out  a  benefice, 

Unlesse  thou  canst  one  coniure  by  derice,  510 

Or  cast  a  figure  for  a  bishoprick ; 

And  if  one  could,  it  were  but  a  scboole  trick. 

These  be  the  wayes,  by  which  without  reward 

Livings  in  court  be  gotten,  though  full  bard  ; 

For  nothing  there  is  done  without  a  fee  :  515 

The  courtier  needea  must  recompenced  bee 

With  a  benerolence,  or  bare  in  gage 

The  primities  of  your  parsonage  : 

Scarse  can  a  bishoprick  forpas  them  by. 

But  that  it  must  be  gelt  in  printie.  5%0 

Doo  not  thou  therefore  seeke  a  tiring  there. 

But  of  more  private  persona  aeeke  elsewhere. 

Whereas  thon  maiat  oomponnd  a  better  penie, 

Ne  1st  thy  learning  question'd  be  of  anie. 

For  MiBe  ffood  gentleman,  that  hath  the  right     5<5 

Unto  hia  ennrch  for  to  present  a  wi^bt, 

Will  cope  with  thee  in  reasonable  wise  ; 

Tbat  if  the  living  yerely  do  arise 

To  fortie  pound,  tnat  then  his  yonng^t  Sonne 

Shall  twentie  have,  and  twentie  thou  Imst  wonne : 

Thou  hast  it  wonne,  for  it  is  of  franke  jrift,         531 

And  he  will  care  for  all  the  rest  to  shift  ; 

Both  that  the  bishop  may  admit  of  thee. 

And  that  therein  thon  maist  maintained  bee. 


This  is  the  way  for  one  that  ia  nnlem*d  555 

Living  to  get,  and  not  to  be  discerned. 

But  they,  that  are  great  derkes,  have  nearer  waye«, 

For  learning  sake  to  living  them  to  nose : 

Vet  manie  eke  of  them  (uod  wote)  are  driren 

T'  accept  a  benefice  in  peeoes  riven.  '>40 

How  saist  thou  (friend)  have  1  not  well  discourst 

Upon  this  common-plsoe,  though  plaine,not  wountt  ? 

Better  a  abort  tale  than  a  bad  kmg  shriTing : 

Needes  anie  more  to  leame  to  get  a  living  V' 

"  Now  sure,  and  by  my  hallidome,  (quoth  he)  545 

Ye  a  great  mastw  are  m  your  degree : 

Great  thankes  I  yeeld  you  for  your  discipline, 

And  doo  not  doubt  but  duly  to  encline 

My  wits  theretoo,  aa  ye  shall  shortly  heare." 

The  priest  him  wisht  good  speed,  and  well  to  fare  : 

So  parted  they,  as  eithers  way  them  led.  551 

But  th'  ape  and  foze  ere  long  so  well  them  sped, 

Through  the  priests  holesome  oonnsell  lately  taught, 

And  throgh  their  owne  £ure  handling  wisely  wroght. 

That  they  a  benefice  twist  them  obtained  ;         555 

And  craftie  Reynold  was  a  prieat  ordained ; 

And  th'  ape  his  parish  clarke  procured  to  bee : 

Then  made  the^  revell  route  and  goodly  glee. 

But,  era  long  tune  had  passed,  they  so  ill 

Did  order  their  affaires,  that  th'  evill  will  560 

Of  all  their  parisbners  they  had  constraind ; 

Who  to  the  ordinarie  of  them  eomplain'd. 

How  fowlie  the^  their  ofl&cea  abus'd. 

And  them  of  crunes  and  heresies  aecus'd  ; 

That  pursivants  he  often  for  them  aent :  565 

But  they  neglecting  his  commanndement. 

So  long  peraiated  obstinate  and  bolde. 

Till  at  the  length  he  published  to  bolde 

A  visitation,  and  them  cyted  thether : 

Then  was  high  time  their  wits  about  to  geather  \    570 

What  did  they  then,  but  made  a  composition 

With  their  next  neighbor  prieat  for  light  condition. 

To  whom  their  living  they  resigned  quight 

For  a  few  pence,  and  ran  away  by  night. 

So  passing  through  the  countrey  in  disguise,     575 

They  fled  farre  off,  where  none  might  them  surprize. 

And  after  that  long  atraied  here  and  there. 

Through  everie  field  and  fonrest  ftrre  and  nere ; 

Yet  never  fonnd  occasion  for  their  toume. 

But,  almost  sterv'd,  did  much  lament  and  moume, 

At  last  they  chaunst  to  meete  upon  the  way       581 

The  mule  all  deokt  in  goodly  rich  aray. 

With  bella  and  bossea  that  mil  lowdly  rung. 

And  coatly  trappings  that  to  ground  downe  hung. 

Lowly  they  him  sainted  in  meeke  wiae ;  585 

But  he  through  pride  and  firtnes  gan  despise 

Their  meanesse ;  scarce  vouchsafte  them  to  requite. 

Whereat  the  foze  deep  groning  in  hia  sprite, 

Said ;  "  Ah !  sir  mule,  now  blessed  be  the  diay. 

That  I  see  you  so  goodly  and  so  gay  590 

In  yonr  attyrea,  and  eke  your  silken  hyde 

Fil'd  with  round  flesh  that  everie  bone  doth  hide. 

Seemea  that  in  frnitfuU  pasturea  ye  doo  live. 

Or  fortune  doth  your  secret  favour  give." 

'  Fooliah  foze !  (said  the  mule)  thy  wretched  need 

Praiseth  the  thing  that  doth  thy  sorrow  breed.    59C 

For  well  I  weene,  thon  canst  not  but  enfie 

My  wealth,  oompar'd  to  thine  owne  miserie, 

Thst  art  ao  leane  and  meagre  waxen  late. 

That  scarse  thj  legs  uphold  thy  feeble  gate."     600 

**  Ay  me  1  (said  then  tne  foxe)  whom  evil  hap 

Unworthy  in  snch  wretohednes  doth  wrap. 

And  makes  the  scome  of  other  beasts  to  bee : 

But  read,  faire  sir,  of  graoe,  from  whence  ooae  yee } 


Or  what  of  tidings  yoa  alyroad  doo  beire ;  605 

Newes  may  perhaps  some  good  anweeting  beare.** 

"  From  royall  conn  I  lately  came  (said  he,) 

Where  all  the  brarerie  that  eye  may  ste. 

And  all  the  happinesse  that  heart  desire, 

Is  to  be  found ;  he  nothing  can  admire,  610 

That  hath  not  seene  that  heaTens  portraetnre : 

But  tidings  there  is  none  I  you  assure, 

Save  that  which  common  is,  and  knuwne  to  all, 

That  courtiers  as  the  tide  doo  rise  and  &U." 

"  But  tell  us  (said  the  ape)  we  doo  you  pray      615 

Who  now  in  court  doth  beare  the  greatest  away : 

That,  if  such  fortune  doo  to  us  beftll, 

We  may  seeke  favour  of  the  beat  of  iJl." 

**  Marie  ^said  he)  the  highest  now  in  fpncB, 

Be  the  wilde  beasts,  that  swiftest  are  m  chase ;  6S0 

For  in  their  speedie  course  and  nimble  flight 

The  lyon  now  doth  take  the  most  delight ; 

But  ohieflie  ioyes  on  foots  them  to  benolde, 

Enchaste  with  chaine  and  circulet  of  golde : 

So  wilde  a  beast  so  tame  ytaoght  to  bee,  6$5 

And  buxome  to  his  bands,  is  loy  to  see ; 

So  well  his  golden  circulet  bim  beseemeth ; 

But  bis  late  chayne  his  liege  unmeete  esteemeth  ; 

For  so  brare  bessts  she  loveth  best  to  see 

In  the  wilde  forrest  raungiog  fresh  and  free.       630 

Therefore  if  fortune  thee  in  court  to  live 

In  case  thou  erer  there  wilt  hope  to  thrive. 

To  some  of  these  thou  must  thy  selfe  apply ; 

Els  as  a  thistle-downe  in  th*  ayre  doth  me, 

So  vainly  shah  thou  to  and  fro  be  tost,  635 

Aod  lose  thy  labour  and  thy  fruitless  cost. 

And  yet  full  few,  which  follow  them  I  see. 

For  vertues  bare  regard  advaunced  bee. 

But  either  for  some  gainful!  benefit, 

Or  that  they  may  for  their  owne  tumes  be  fit.     640 

Nath'les  perhaps  ye  things  may  handle  soe. 

That  ye  may  better  thrive  than  thouaaods  moe.*' 

*'  But  ("said  the  ape)  how  shttU  we  first  come  in, 

That  aner  we  may  fiiTour  seeke  to  win  ?" 

"  How  els  Tsaid  be)  but  with  a  good  bold  face,  645 

And  with  big  words,  and  with  a  a  ately  pace, 

I'hat  men  may  thinke  of  you  in  general]. 

That  to  be  in  you,  which  is  not  at  all : 

For  not  by  that  which  is,  the  world  now  deemeth, 

(As  it  was  wont)  but  by  tbst  same  that  seemeth.  650 

Ne  do  I  doubt  but  that  ye  well  can  fashion 

Your  selves  theretoo,  sccording  to  occasion : 

So  fare  ye  well,  good  courtiers  may  ye  bee  !*' 

So,  proudlie  neighing,  from  them  parted  bee. 

Then  nn  this  crafUe  couple  to  devise,  655 

How  for  the  court  themselves  they  might  aguise  : 

For  thither  they  themselves  meant  to  addresse. 

In  hope  to  finde  there  happier  successe. 

So  wdl  they  shifted,  that  the  ape  anon 

Himselfe  had  doathed  like  a  gentleman,  660 

And  the  slie  foxe,  as  like  to  be  his  groome. 

That  to  the  court  in  seemly  sort  they  come ; 

W^here  the  fond  spe,  himselfe  uprearing  by. 

Upon  his  tiptoes,  stalketh  stately  by. 

As  if  he  were  some  great  magoifico,  665 

And  boldlie  doth  amongst  the  boldest  go ; 

And  Ids  man  Reynald,  with  fine  oounterfesaunoe, 

Supports  his  create  and  bis  countenaunce. 

Then  gan  the  courtiers  gaze  on  everie  side. 

And  stare  on  him.  with  bi^  loohes  basen-wide,  670 

Wondering  what  mister  wight  he  was,  and  whence : 

For  he  was  clad  in  strange  accoustrements, 

Fashion'd  with  queint  denses  never  seene 

In  court  before,  yet  there  all  fashions  beene ; 


Vet  he  them  in  newfimgledaeaae  did  pta :         67^ 

But  his  behaviour  altogether  was 

AUa  Turekueap  much  the  mora  admyr*d ; 

And  his  lookea  lofl^,  as  if  be  aspjrrd 

To  dignitie,  and  sdaign'd  the  low  degree  -, 

That  all  which  did  suoh  sttangeneaae  in  him  see,  680 

By  secrete  meanes  gan  of  his  state  enquire. 

And  privily  his  servant  thereto  hixe : 

Who,  througly  ann'd  aninst  such  ooverturs. 

Reported  unto  all,  that  he  was  sure 

A  noble  gentleman  of  bif  h  regard,  685 

Which  through  the  world  had  with  long  travel  fivM, 

And  seene  the  manners  of  all  beasts  on  ground ; 

Now  here  arriv'd,  to  see  if  like  be  foun£ 

Thus  did  the  ape  at  first  him  credit  gaioe. 

Which  afterwards  he  wisely  did  maintune  690 

With  gallant  ahowe,  and  daylie  more  argument 

Through  his  fine  feates  and  courtly  complement ; 

For  he  could  play,  and  daunoe,  and  vaute,  and  spring, 

Aod  all  that  els  pertaines  to  reveling, 

Onelv  through  kindly  aptnes  of  his  loynte.         695 

Beaiaes  he  could  doo  msnie  other  poynts. 

The  which  in  court  him  served  to  good  stead  : 

For  he  mongst  ladies  could  their  fortunes  reed 

Out  of  their  hands,  and  merie  leaaings  tell. 

And  iuggle  finely,  that  became  bim  well :  700 

But  he  so  light  was  at  legi^rdemaine. 

That  what  he  touoht,  came  not  to  light  againe  ; 

Yet  would  he  laugh  it  out,  and  proudly  looks. 

And  tell  them,  that  they  greatly  him  mistooke. 

So  would  he  aoofie  them  out  with  mockerie,       705 

For  he  therein  hsd  great  fislicitie ; 

And  with  sharp  quips  ioy'd  others  to  defiiet. 

Thinking  that  their  disgncing  did  him  grace : 

So  whilst  that  other  like  vaine  wits  he  pleased. 

And  made  to  laugh,  his  heart  waa  greatly  eased.  710 

But  the  riffht  gentle  minde  woulde  bite  his  Up, 

To  beare  the  lavell  so  good  men  to  nip : 

For,  though  the  vulgar  veeld  an  open  ears, 

And  common  courtiers  love  to  gybe  and  fleare 

At  everie  thing,  which  they  hears  spoken  ill,      715 

And  the  best  speeches  with  ill  meaning  spill ; 

Yet  the  brave  courtier,  in  whose  beauteous  tbou^t 

Regard  of  honour  harbours  more  than  ought. 

Doth  loath  such  base  condition,  to  backbite 

Anies  good  name  for  envie  or  despite :  7f  0 

He  stands  on  tearmes  of  honourable  minde, 

Ne  will  be  carried  with  the  common  winds 

Of  courts  inconstant  mutabilities 

Ne  after  everie  tattling  fable  flie ; 

But  beares,  and  sees,  the  follies  of  the  rest*        7f5 

And  thereof  gathers  for  himselfe  the  best : 

He  will  not  creepe,  nor  crouch*  with  fained  ftoe. 

But  wslkes  upright  with  comely  stedfast  pace. 

And  unto  all  doth  yeeld  due  curtesies 

But  not  with  kissed  hand  belowe  the  knee  730 

As  that  same  apish  crue  is  wont  to  doo : 

For  he  disdaines  himselfe  t*  embase  (berstoo 

He  hates  fowle  leasings,  and  vile  fiatterie. 

Two  filthie  blots  in  noble  gentrie ; 

And  lothefuU  idlenes  he  dotb  detest,  735 

The  canker  worme  of  everie  gentle  breat ; 

The  which  to  banish  with  faire  exercise 

Of  knightly  feates,  he  davlie  doth  devise : 

Now  mena^g  the  moutnes  of  stubborne  ateedes* 

Now  practising  the  proofe  of  wariike  deedea,      740 

Now  bis  bright  amies  assaying,  now  bis  speare^ 

Now  the  nigh  aymed  ring  away  to  beare ; 

At  otlier  tiroes  he  casta  to  sew  the  chacs 

Of  swift  wilde  beasts,  or  runne  on  foots  a  race 


T*  enliirge  his  brMth,  (Urge  breath  in  armes  most 

needful!,) 
Or  els  by  wrestling  to  wex  strong  end  heed  full,  746 
Or  his  stiffs  armes  to  stretch  with  eaghen  bowe. 
And  manly  legs  still  passing  too  and  froe, 
Without  a  gowned  beast  him  fast  beside, 
A  raine  ensample  of  the  Persian  pride ;  750 

Who,  Mht'T  he  had  wonne  th*  Assyrisn  foe, 
I>id  erer  after  scome  on  foote  to  goe. 
I'htts  when  this  courtly  gentleman  with  toyle 
Himselfe  hath  wearied,  be  doth  recoyle 
Unto  his  rest,  snd  there  with  sweete  delight       755 
Of  musicks  skill  revires  his  toyled  spright ; 
Or  els  with  lores,  and  ladies  gentle  sports. 
The  ioy  of  jrouth,  himselfe  he  recomfbrts : 
Or  lastly,  when  the  bodie  list  to  psnse, 
His  minde  unto  the  mnses  he  withdrawes ;         760 
Sweete  ladie  muses,  ladies  of  delight. 
Delights  of  life,  and  ornaments  of  light ! 
With  whom  he  close  confers  with  wise  discourse. 
Of  natures  workes,  of  hesTens  continuall  course. 
Of  forreine  lands,  of  people  different,  765 

Of  kingdomes  change,  of  divers  gouTemment, 
Of  dieiulfull  battsiles  of  renowmeid  knights ; 
With  which  he  kindleth  his  ambitious  sprighta 
To  like  desire  and  praise  of  noble  feme. 
The  onely  upshot  whereto  he  doth  sjrme :  770 

For  all  his  minde  on  honour  fixed  is. 
To  which  he  lerels  all  his  purposis. 
And  in  his  princes  service  spends  his  dayes, 
Not  so  much  for  to  gatne,  or  for  to  raise 
HiflBselfe  to  bi^h  degr(>e,  as  for  his  grace,  775 

And  in  his  liking  to  winne  worthie  place  ; 
Through  due  deserts  and  comely  carriage. 
In  whatso  please  employ  his  personage, 
That  may  be  matter  meets  to  gaine  him  praise ; 
For  be  is  fit  to  use  in  all  sssayes,  780 

Whether  for  armes  snd  wsriike  amenaunce. 
Or  else  for  wise  and  civill  govemaunce, 
For  he  is  practised  well  in  policie. 
Add  thereto  doth  his  courting  most  spplie : 
To  leame  the  enterdeale  of  princes  strange,        785 
To  maike  th'  intent  of  counseUs,  snd  the  change 
Of  states,  snd  eke  of  private  men  somewhile, 
Supplanted  by  fine  mshood  and  fairs  ruile : 
Oful  the  which  he  gathereth  what  is  fit 
T*  enrich  the  storehouse  of  his  powerfull  wit,     790 
Which  through   wise  speeches  and  grave  confer* 

ence, 
He  daylie  eekes,  and  brings  to  excellence. 
8iich  IS  the  rightful!  ooortier  in  his  kinde : 
But  unto  such  the  ape  lent  not  his  minde; 
8u^  were  for  him  no  fit  companions,  795 

Sitoh  would  descrie  his  lewd  conditions : 
But  the  yong  lustie  gallants  he  did  chose 
To  follow,  meete  to  whom  he  might  disclose 
His  witlesse  pleasanoe,  and  ill  pleasing  vsine. 
A  thousand  wayes  he  them  could  entertaine,      800 
With  all  the  thrifUes  games  that  may  be  found  ; 
With  mumming  and  with  masking  all  around. 
With  dice*  with  cards,  with  bslliards  faire  unfit, 
with  shttttelcooks,  misseeming  manlie  wit. 
With  courttaans,  and  costly  riotiie,  805 

Whereof  still  somewhst  to  nis  shsre  did  rise : 
Me,  them  to  pleasure,  would  he  sometimes  scome 
A  pandares  ooate  (so  basely  was  he  home) ; 
Thereto  be  could  fine  loving  verses  frame. 
And  play  the  poet  ofL    But  ah,  for  ahame,         810 
1^  not  sweete  poets  praise,  whose  onely  pride 
U  Tittoe  to  advancey  and  rioe  deride, 


Be  with  the  worke  of  losels  wit  defsmed, 

Ne  let  such  verses  poetrie  be  named ; 

Yet  he  the  name  on  him  would  rashly  take,        815 

Maugre  the  sacred  muses,  snd  it  make 

A  servant  to  the  vile  affection 

Of  such,  as  he  depended  most  upon : 

And  with  the  sugrie  sweete  thereof  allure 

Chast  ladies  esres  to  fsntasies  impure.  820 

To  such  delights  the  noble  wits  he  led 

Which  him  relieved,  and  their  vaine  humours  fed 

With  fruitles  follies  and  unsound  delights. 

But  if  perhaps  into  their  noble  sprights 

Desire  of  honor  or  brave  thought  of  armea         8S5 

Did  ever  creepe,  then  with  his  wicked  charmea 

And  strong  conceipts  he  would  it  drive  away, 

Ne  suffer  it  to  house  there  halfe  a  day. 

And  whenao  love  of  letters  did  inspire 

Their  ffentle  wits,  and  kindle  wise  desire,  8S0 

Thst  cnieflie  doth  each  noble  minde  adome. 

Then  he  would  scoffs  at  leamme,  and  eke  aoome 

The  sectaries  thereof,  ss  people  base 

And  simple  men,  which  never  came  in  place 

Of  worlds  affaires,  but,  in  darke  comers  mewd,  835 

Muttred  of  matters  as  their  bookes  them  shewd, 

Ne  other  knowledge  ever  did  attaine. 

But  with  their  gownes  their  gravitie  maintains. 

From  them  he  would  his  impudent  lewde  speech 

Against  Gods  holie  ministers  oft  reach,  840 

And  mocke  divines  and  their  profession : 

What  else  then  did  he  by  progression. 

But  mocke  high  God  himselfe,  whom  they  professe? 

But  what  car'd  he  for  God,  or  godlinesse  ? 

All  his  care  was  himselfe  how  to  advaunce,        845 

And  to  uphold  his  courtly  oountenaunce^ 

By  all  the  cunning  meanes  he  could  devise ; 

Were  it  by  honest  wayes,  or  otherwise, 

He  made  smsll  choyoe :  yet  sure  his  honestie 

Got  him  small  gatnes,  but  shameles  llatterie,      850 

And  filthie  brocage,  and  unseemly  shifts. 

And  borowe  base,  and  some  ^ooa  ladies  gifts : 

But  the  best  helpe,  which  chiefly  him  sustain'd. 

Was  hia  man  Reynolds  purchase  which  he  ain'd. 

For  he  was  schoord  by  nude  in  sll  the  skill       855 

Of  close  conveyance,  and  each  piactise  ill 

Of  ooosinage  and  cleanlj  knaverie. 

Which  oft  maintain'd  his  masters  braverie. 

Beaidea  he  usde  another  alipprie  alight. 

In  taking  on  himselfe,  in  common  sight  860 

False  personsges  fit  for  everie  sted. 

With  which  he  thoussnds  cleanly  coosined  : 

Now  like  a  merchant,  merchants  to  deceave. 

With  whom  his  credits  he  did  often  leave 

In  gage  for  his  gay  masters  hopelesse  dett :        866 

Now  like  a  lawyer,  when  he  land  would  lett. 

Or  fell  see-simples  in  his  mssters  name, 

Which  he  had  never,  nor  ought  like  the  same  * 

Then  would  he  be  a  broker,  and  draw  in 

Both  warea  and  money,  by  exchange  to  win  :     870 

Then  would  he  seeme  a  fumer,  that  would  sell 

Bargatnes  of  woods,  which  he  did  Istely  fell, 

Or  come,  or  cattle,  or  auch  other  ware. 

Thereby  to  coosin  men  not  well  aware . 

Of  all  the  which  there  came  a  secret  fee  875 

To  th'  9fe,  that  he  his  countonaunce  might  bee. 

Besides  all  this,  he  us'd  oft  to  beguile 

Poors  enters,  tlvit  in  court  did  haunt  some  while : 

For  he  would  learae  their  busines  secretly. 

And  then  informe  his  msstar  hastelyf  880 

Thst  he  by  meanes  might  csst  them  to  prevent. 

And  beg  the  ante,  the  which  the  other  meant 
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Or  otherwise  fiJee  Reynold  would  ■bnae 

Tbe  nmple  luter,  and  wish  him  to  chnee 

Hie  master,  being  one  of  greet  regard  885 

In  court,  to  compaa  anie  aute  not  hard, 

In  case  his  painee  were  recompenst  with  reason : 

So  would  he  worke  the  atlly  man  by  treason 

To  buy  his  masters  friTolous  good  will. 

Thai  had  not  power  to  doo  him  good  or  ilL  890 

So  pitifull  a  thing  ia  suter  state ! 

Most  miserable  man,  whom  wicked  fate 

Hath  brought  to  court,  to  aue  for  had  3rwi8t, 

That  few  hare  found,  and  mania  one  hath  mist ! 

Full  little  knoweat  thou,  that  haat  not  tride,        895 

What  heU  it  is,  in  suing  lonp^  to  bide : 

To  loose  good  dayes,  that  might  be  better  apent ; 

To  wast  long  nighta  in  pensiTO  discontent ; 

To  speed  to  day,  to  be  put  back  to  morrow  ; 

To  feed  on  hope,  to  pine  with  foareand  sorow  ;  900 

To  hare  thy  princea  grace,  ^t  want  her  peerea ; 

To  hare  thy  asking,  yet  waite  manie  jeerea ; 

To  firet  thy  aonle  witn  crosses  and  mth  cares  ; 

To  eate  thy  heart  through  oomfortleaiie  dispaires ; 

To  fowne,  to  crowche,  to  waite,  to  ride,  to  ronne,  905 

To  spend,  to  giro,  to  want,  to  be  undonne. 

Unhappie  wight,  borne  to  desastrous  end. 

That  doth  hia  life  in  ao  long  tendance  spend ! 

Who  ever  learea  aweete  home,  where  meane  estate 

In  safe  assurance,  without  strife  or  hate,  910 

Findea  all  thinga  needfoll  for  contentment  meeke ; 

And  will  to  court  for  shadowes  vaine  to  seeke. 

Or  hope  to  gaine,  himselfe  will  a  daw  trie : 

That  curse  God  send  unto  mine  enemie ! 

For  none  but  such,  as  this  bold  ape  unblest,       915 

Can  ever  thrive  in  that  unluckie  queat ; 

Or  such  as  hath  a  Reynold  to  his  man. 

That  by  his  shifts  his  master  furnish  can. 

But  yet  this  foxe  could  not  so  closely  hide 

His  craitie  feates,  but  that  they  were  descride    9S0 

At  length  by  such  as  sate  in  iuatice  seate, 

Who  for  the  same  him  fowlie  did  entreate ; 

And,  having  worthily  him  punished. 

Out  of  the  oourt  for  ever  banished. 

And  now  the  ape  wanting  his  huzter  man,         9^5 

That  wont  provide  his  necessariea,  gan 

To  growe  into  great  lacke,  ne  could  upholde 

Hia  countenaunce  in  those  his  garments  olde } 

Ne  new  ones  could  he  easily  provide, 

Though  all  men  him  uncased  gan  deride  930 

Like  as  a  puppit  placed  in  a  play, 

Whose  part  onoe  past  all  men  bid  take  away : 

So  that  he  driven  waa  to  great  distresse. 

And  shortly  brought  to  hopelesse  wretchednesse. 

Then  closely  as  he  might  he  cast  to  leave  9S5 

The  court  not  asking  any  passe  or  leave ; 

But  ran  away  in  his  rent  raga  by  night, 

Ne  ever  stayd  in  place,  ne  spake  to  wight. 

Till  that  the  foxe  his  copesmate  he  had  found, 

To  whom  complayning  nis  unhappy  stound,       940 

At  last  againe  with  him  in  travell  ioynd. 

And  with  him  far'd  some  better  chaunce  to  fynde. 

So  in  the  world  long  time  they  waDdered» 

And  mickle  want  and  hardnesse  aufiered  ; 

That  them  repented  much  ao  foolishly  945 

To  come  so  farre  to  seeke  for  misery, 

And  leave  the  sweetnes  of  contented  home, 

Though  eating  hipps,  and  drinking  watry  feme. 

Thus  as  they  them  complayned  too  and  fro, 

Whilst  through  the  forest  rechlesse  they  did  goe,  950 

Lo  I  where  they  spide.  how  in  a  gloomy  glade, 

The  lyon  sleeping  isy  in  secret  shade. 
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His  erowne  and  scepter  lying  him  beside. 

And  having  doft  for  heate  his  dreadfuU  hide  : 

Which  when  they  sawe,  the  ape  was  sore  afrnyde. 

And  would  have  fled  with  terror  all  dismayde.    955 

But  him  the  foxe  with  hardv  words  did  stay, 

And  bad  him  put  all  cowsniise  away ; 

For  now  waa  time  fif  ever  they  ahould  hope) 

To  ayme  their  counsels  to  the  mirest  scope,        960 

And  them  for  ever  highly  to  advaunce. 

In  case  the  good,  which  their  owne  bappie  ohaunee 

Them  freely  offred,  they  would  wisely  take. 

Scene  could  the  ape  yet  speake,  so  m  he  quake ; 

Yet,  as  he  could,  he  askt  how  good  might  growe  965 

Where  nought  but  dread  and  death  do  seeme   in 

show. 
'*  Now,  Tsaid  he)  whilea  tbe  lyon  sleepeth  sound. 
May  we  nis  erowne  and  mace  take  from  die  grousd. 
And  eke  hia  skinne,  the  terror  of  the  wood. 
Where  we  may  our  aelves  ^if  we  thinke  good)  970 
Make  kinga  or  beaats,  and  lords  of  forests  all, 
Subiect  unto  that  powre  unperiall." 
*'  Ah  !  but  (sayd  th*  ape)  who  is  so  bold  a  wretch. 
That  dars  his  hardy  hand  to  tiiose  outstretch  ; 
When  as  he  knowes  his  meede,  if  he  be  spide,  975 
To  be  a  thousand  deathes,  and  shame  beside  f 
"  Fond  ape !  ^Bayd  then  the  foxe)  into  whose  breet 
Never  crept  mought  of  honor,  nor  brave  gest. 
Who  will  not  venture  life  a  king  to  be. 
And  rather  rule  and  raigne  in  aoveraign  aee,       980 
Than  dwell  in  dust  inglorious  snd  bace, 
Where  none  ahall  name  the  number  of  hia  place  1 
One  ioyoua  houre  in  blisfoU  hsppines, 
I  chuae  before  a  lifo  of  wretcbedoes. 
Be  therefore  counselled  herein  by  me,  965 

And  shake  off  this  vile-hearted  cowaidree. 
If  he  awake,  yet  ia  not  death  the  next. 
For  we  may  colour  it  with  aome  pretext 
Of  this,  or  that,  that  may  excuse  the  cryme  : 
Else  we  may  flye ;  thou  to  a  tree  mayst  clyme,   990 
And  I  creepe  under  ground ;  but  from  his  reach  : 
Therefore  be  rul'd  to  doo  as  I  doo  teach/' 
The  ape,  that  earst  did  nought  but  chill  and  quake. 
Now  gan  some  courage  unto  him  to  Cake, 
And  was  content  to  attempt  that  enterprise,        995 
Tickled  with  glorie  snd  rash  covetise. 
But  first  gan  question,  whether  should  assay 
Tbose  royall  omameota  to  Steele  away  "i 
"  Marie,  that  shall  your  selfe,  (quoth  he  tberetoo) 
For  ye  be  fine  and  nimble  it  to  doo ;  1000 

Of  all  the  beasts,  which  in  the  forrests  bee, 
Is  not  a  fitter  for  thia  tome  than  yee  : 
Therefore,  mine  owne  deare  brother,  take  good  hart. 
And  ever  thinke  a  kingdome  is  your  part. 
Loath  was  the  apne,  though  praised,  to  ad  venter,  1 005 
Yet  faintly  gan  into  his  worke  to  enter. 
Afraid  of  e? erie  leafe  that  stir^d  him  by, 
And  everie  stick  that  underneath  did  ly : 
Upon  his  tiptoes  nicely  he  up  went, 
For  making  noyse,  and  atill  his  ears  he  lent      1010 
To  everie  sound  that  under  heaven  blew ; 
Now  went,  now  stopt,  now  ctept,  now  backward 

drew, 
That  it  good  sport  had  been  him  to  have  eyde : 
Yet  at  the  last,  (so  well  he  him  applyde,) 
Through  his  fine  handling,  and  cleanly  play,     1015 
He  all  thoae  royall  sigoea  had  atolne  awaj, 
And  with  the  foxes  helpe  tbem  borne  aside 
Into  a  secret  comer  unespide. 
Whither  whenaa  they  came  they  foil  at  words. 
Whether  of  them  ahould  bo  the  lord  of  lofda  t    lOtO 
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For  th*  Ape  wu  strrfull,  and  ambicious : 
And  tb«  tbx«  ffoileniU,  and  most  covetous ; 
That  neithar  pleased  was,  to  hare  the  rayne 
Twist  them  oiTided  into  eyen  twaine. 
But  eitker  (algates)  would  be  lord  alone  :  lOf  5 

For  Love  and  Lordship  bide  no  pamgooe, 
**  I  am  most  worthie,  (said  the  ape)  sith  I 
For  it  did  pat  my  life  in  ieopardie : 
Thereto  I  am  in  person  and  in  stature 
Moat  like  a  man,  the  Lord  of  everie  creature,    1030 
So  that  it  seemeth  I  was  made  to  raigne, 
And  borne  to  be  a  kingly  soreraigne." 
'*  Naj  (said  the  fose)  Sir  Ape,  yon  are  astray : 
For  though  to  Steele  the  diademe  away 
Were  the  worke  of  your  nimble  hand,  yet  I      1035 
Did  first  devise  the  plot  bv  polHcie  ; 
So  that  it  wholly  spriogeth  from  my  wit : 
For  which  also  I  claime  my  selfe  more  fit, 
Than  you,  to  rule :  for  government  of  state 
Will  without  wisedonte  soone  be  ruinate.  1040 

And  where  ye  claime  your  selfe  for  outward  shape 
Moat  like  a  man,  man  is  not  like  an  ape 
La  faia  ehiefe  parta,  that  is,  in  wit  and  spirite ; 
But  I  therein  most  like  to  him  doo  mente, 
For  my  slie  wyles  and  subtill  erafUness,  1045 

The  title  of  the  kingdome  to  possesse. 
Nath'lea  (my  brother)  since  we  passed  are 
Unto  this  point,  we  will  appease  our  iarre ; 
And  I  with  reason  meete  will  rest  content. 
That  ye  shall  have  both  crowne  and  government. 
Upon  condition,  that  ye  ruled  bee  1051 

In  all  aHaires,  and  counselled  by  mee ; 
And  that  ye  let  none  other  ever  drawe 
Your  minde  from  me,  but  keepe  this  as  a  lawe : 
And  hereupon  an  oath  unto  me  plight"  1055 

The  ape  was  glad  to  end  the  strife  so  light. 
And  thereto  swore:  for  who  would  not  oft  aweare, 
And  oft  unsweare,  a  diademe  to  bearel 
Then  freely  up  those  royall  spoyles  he  tooke. 
Yet  at  the  lyons  skin  he  inly  quooke  ;  1060 

But  it  dissembled,  and  upon  his  head 
The  crowne,  and  on  his  backe  the  skin,  he  did, 
And  the  false  foze  him  helped  to  array. 
Then  when  he  was  all  dight  he  tooke  his  way 
Into  the  forest,  that  be  might  be  seene  1065 

Of  Uie  wilde  btasts  in  his  new  glory  sheene. 
There  the  two  first,  whom  he  encountred,  were 
The  shrepe  and  th'  asse,  who,  striken  both  with  feare 
At  aigbt  of  hinu  gan  fast  sway  to  flye  ; 
Bnt  onto  them  the  fbxe  alowd  did  cry,  1070 

And  in  the  kings  name  bad  them  both  to  stay. 
Upon  the  perne  that  thereof  follow  may. 
Hardly  naythlea  were  they  restrayned  so, 
Till  that  tne  foze  forth  toward  them  did  goe. 
And  there  disswaded  them  from  needlesse  feare. 
For  that  the  king  did  favour  to  them  beare  ;     1076 
And  therefore  dxeadles  bad  tliem  come  to  corta : 
For  no  wild  beaata  should  do  them  any  torte 
There  are  abroad,  ne  would  his  maiestye 
Uae  them  but  wc^l,  with  gracious  elemencye,  1080 
As  wbome  he  knew  to  him  both  fast  snd  true : 
So  be  perswaded  them,  with  homage  due 
Themaelvea  to  humble  to  the  ape  proatrite, 
Who,  gantly  to  them  bowing  in  hu  gate, 
Receyved  taem  with  chearefull  entertajrne.       1085 
Thenoefoith  proceeding  with  his  princely  trayne, 
Ha  abortlj*  met  the  t3rgre,  and  the  bore, 
\      Whidi  with  the  simple  camell  raged  sore 
In  hitter  words,  seeking  to  uke  occasion 
Upon  hit  fleshly  cotftt  to  make  invasion :        1090 

I 


But,  soone  as  they  this  mock-kioe  did  espy. 

Their  troublous  strife  they  stinted  by  and  by. 

Thinking  indeed  that  it  the  l^on  was : 

He  then,  to  prove  whether  his  powre  would  pss 

As  current,  sent  the  foze  to  them  streight  way,  1095 

Commaunding  them  their  cause  of  strife  bewray  ; 

And,  if  that  wrong  on  eytber  side  there  were, 

That  he  should  wame  the  wronger  to  appeare 

The  morrow  next  at  court,  it  to  defend  ; 

In  the  meane  time  upon  the  king  t'  attend.        1100 

The  subtile  foze  so  well  his  message  sayd. 

That  the  proud  beasts  him  readfly  obayd  : 

Whereby  the  ape  in  wondrous  stomach  woze, 

Stronely  encorsffed  by  the  crafty  foze ; 

That  kine  indeed  bimselfe  he  shortly  thought,  1105 

And  all  Uie  beasts  him  feared  as  they  ought, 

And  followed  unto  his  palace  bye ; 

Where  takinr  congi,  each  one  by  and  by 

Departed  to  bis  home  in  dreadfull  awe. 

Full  of  the  feared  sight,  which  late  they  sawe.  1110 

The  ape  thus  seised  of  the  regsll  throne, 

Eftsoones,  by  counsell  of  the  foze  alone, 

Gan  to  provide  for  all  thinga  in  ataurance. 

That  BO  his  rule  might  leneer  have  endurance. 

Firat  to  his  gate  he  pointed  a  strong  gard,        1115 

That  none  might  enter  but  with  issue  hard  : 

Then,  for  the  safegard  of  his  personage. 

He  did  appoint  a  warlike  equipage 

Of  forreme  beaats,  not  in  the  foreat  bred. 

But  part  by  land  and  part  by  water  fed  ;  1120 

For  tjrrannie  ia  with  strange  avde  supported. 

Then  unto  him  all  monstrous  beasts  resorted 

Bred  of  two  kindes,  as  griffons,  minotaures. 

Crocodiles,  dragons,  beavers,  and  centaures  : 

With  those  bimselfe  he  strengthened  mightelie,  lli25 

That  feare  he  neede  no  force  of  enemie. 

Then  gan  he  rule  and  tyrannize  at  will, 

Like  as  the  foze  did  g^ide  his  graceless  skill  ; 

And  all  wylde  beasts  made  vassals  of  bis  pleasures, 

And  with  their  spoyles  enlarged  his  private  treasures. 

No  care  of  iustice,  nor  no  rule  of  reason,  1 131 

No  temperance,  nor  no  regard  of  season. 

Did  thenceforth  ever  enter  in  his  miade ; 

But  crueltie,  the  siene  of  currish  kinde  ; 

And  sdeignfull  pride,  and  wilfull  arrogaunce  ;  1135 

Such  foUowea  those  whom  fortune  doth  advaunce. 

But  the  talse  foze  most  kindly  plaid  his  part : 

For,  whatsoever  mother-wit  or  arte 

Could  worke,  he  put  in  proofe :  no  practise  slie, 

No  counterpoint  of  cunning  policie.  1 140 

No  reach,  no  breach,  that  might  him  profit  bring. 

But  he  the  same  did  to  hia  purpose  wring. 

Nought  suffered  he  the  ape  to  give  or  graunt. 

But  through  his  hand  alone  must  paaae  the  flaunt. 

All  oflBces,  all  leases  by  him  lept,  1145 

And  of  them  sll,  whatso  he  likt,  he  kept. 

Iustice  he  soldo  iniustice  for  to  buy. 

And  for  to  purchase  for  his  progeny. 

Ill  might  it  prosper,  that  ill  gotten  waa ; 

But,  so  he  got  it,  little  did  he  pas.  1 150 

He  fed  his  cubs  with  fat  of  all  the  soyle, 

And  with  the  sweete  of  others  sweating  toyle  ; 

He  crammed  them  with  cmmba  of  benefices. 

And  fild  their  moutbes  with  meedea  of  malefices ; 

He  doathed  them  with  all  coloura  save  white,  1155 

And  loded  them  with  lordships  and  with  might. 

So  much  aa  they  were  able  well  to  beare, 

That  with  the  weight  their  backa  nigh  broken  were ; 

He  chaffred  chayres  in  which  churchmen  were  set. 

And  breach  of  lawes  to  privie  lerma  did  let :     1160 
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No  stttuts  lo  established  might  bee, 

Nor  ordinsunoe  so  needfiiU,  but  that  hee 

Woold  Tiolate,  though  not  with  Tioleooe, 

Yet  under  colour  of  the  confidence 

The  which  the  ape  repos'd  in  him  alone,  1165 

And  reckned  him  the  kingdomes  comer  stone. 

And  erer,  when  he  ought  would  bring  to  pas, 

His  long  ezpenenoe  the  platforms  was  : 

And,  when  he  ought  not  pleasing  would  put  by. 

The  doke  was  care  of  thrift,  and  huAbandry,     1170 

For  to  encrease  the  common  treasures  store ; 

But  his  owns  treasure  he  encreased  more, 

And  lifted  up  his  loftie  towres  thereby, 

That  thef  began  to  threat  the  neighbour  sky ; 

The  whiles  the  princes  pallaoes  fell  fast  1175 

To  ruine :  (for  what  thing  can  erer  last  ?) 

And  whilest  the  other  peeres,  for  porertie, 

Were  forst  their  anncient  houses  to  let  lie, 

And  their  olde  castles  to  the  ground  to  fall. 

Which  their  forefiithers  famous  orer  all  1180 

Had  founded  for  the  kinsdomea  ornament; 

And  for  their  memories  long  moniment. 

But  he  no  count  made  of  ncSnlitie, 

Nor  the  wilde  beasts  whom  armea  did  glorifie,  1184 

The  realmes  chiefe  strength  and  girlondof  the  crowne. 

All  these  through  fained  crimes  he  thrust  adowne. 

Or  made  them  dwell  in  darknes  of  disgrace : 

For  none,  but  whom  he  list,  might  come  in  place. 

Of  men  of  armes  he  hsd  but  small  regard. 

But  kept  them  lowe,  and  streigned  verie  hard.  1190 

For  men  of  learning  little  he  esteemed  ; 

His  wisedome  he  abore  their  learning  deemed. 

As  for  the  rascsU  Commons  least  he  oared ; 

For  not  so  common  was  bis  bountie  shared ; 

liSt  God,  (said  he)  if  please,  care  for  the  manie, 

I  for  my  selfe  must  care  before  els  anie  :  J 196 

So  did  he  good  to  none,  to  manie  ill. 

So  did  all  the  kingdome  rob  and  pill. 

Yet  none  durst  speaks,  ne  none  durst  of  him  plains ; 

So  great  he  was  m  grace,  snd  rich  through  gains. 

Ne  would  he  anie  let  to  haye  acoesse  1201 

Unto  the  prince,  but  by  his  owns  addresse : 

For  all  that  els  did  come,  were  sure  to  faile ; 

Yet  would  he  further  none  but  for  araile. 

For  on  a  time  the  sheepe,  to  whom  of  yore       ]t05 

The  foxe  hsd  promisea  of  friendship  store. 

What  time  the  ape  the  kingdome  first  did  gains, 

Came  to  the  court,  her  case  there  to  oomplaine ; 

How  that  the  wolfe,  her  mortall  enemie. 

Had  sithence  slsine  her  lambe  most  omsllia ;    ISIO 

And  therefore  cray'd  to  come  unto  the  king, 

To  let  him  knowe  the  order  of  the  thing. 

"  Soft,  gooddie  abeepe !  (then  ssid  the  foxe)  not  soa: 

Unto  the  king  so  rash  ye  may  not  goe ; 

He  is  with  grestar  matter  busied  1215 

Than  a  lambe,  or  the  lambea  owne  mothers  hed. 

Ne  oertes  may  I  take  it  well  in  part. 

That  ye  my  cousin  wolfe  so  fowly  thwart. 

And  seeke  with  slaunder  his  good  name  to  blot : 

For  there  was  cause,  els  doo  it  he  would  not :   1220 

Therefor  surcease,  good  dame,  and  hence  depart," 

So  went  the  sheepe  away  with  heayie  hart : 

So  manie  moe,  so  eyerie  one  was  used, 

That  to  giye  largely  to  the  boze  refused. 

Now  when  high  loye,  in  whose  slmi^htie  hand  1225 

llie  care  of  kinga  and  power  of  empires  stsnd. 

Sitting  one  day  within  his  turret  bye. 

From  whence  he  yewes,  with  his  black-lidded  eye, 

Whatso  the  heayen  in  his  wide  yawte  contsines. 

And  sll  that  in  the  deepest  earth  remainei ;      1230 


And  troubled  idngdoaae  of  wild  beasta  bahslda. 
Whom  not  their  kindly  aoyereigne  did  wdde^ 
iTut  an  usurping  ape,  with  guile  aub<»ii'd« 
Had  all  subrerst ;  be  sdeignfully  it  scom'd 
In  his  greet  heart,  and  haraly  did  refrains,        1255 
But  tliat  with  thunder  bolts  he  had  him  alaine. 
And  driven  downe  to  hell,  bis  dewest  meed : 
But,  him  ayizioff,  he  that  dreadfuU  deed 
Forbore,  and  rather  chose  with  soomfull  shame 
Him  to  arenge,  and  blot  his  brutish  nam«        1240 
Unto  the  wond,  that  neyer  afVer  anie 
Should  of  his  race  be  yoyd  of  inlsmie ; 
And  his  false  counsellor)  the  cause  of  all. 
To  damne  to  death,  or  dote  perpetuall. 
From  whence  he  never  should  be  quiet  nor  stal'd. 
Forthwith  he  Mercuric  unto  him  cal'd  1246 

And  bade  him  Hie  with  neyer-restiog  speed 
Unto  the  forrest,  where  wilde  beasts  doo  breed. 
And  there  enquiring  privily,  to  leame 
What  did  of  late  chaunce  to  the  lyon  steame.     1250 
Thst  he  mrd  not  the  empire,  ss  ne  ought ; 
And  whence  were  sll  those  plaints  unto  him  brought 
Of  wrongs,  and  spoyles,  by  salyags  breasts  com- 
mitted 
Which  done,  be  bad  the  lyon  be  remitted 
Into  bis  seate,  and  thoae  same  treachoura  vile     lft55 
Be  punished  for  their  presumptuous  ^le. 
The  Sonne  of  Maia,  soone  as  he  receit 'd 
That  word,  atreightwith  his  sxure  wings  he  cleav'd 
The  liquid  dow&s,  and  lucid  firmament ; 
Ne  staid,  till  that  he  came  with  ateep  descent   1260 
Unto  the  place,  where  bis  prescript  did  shows. 
There  stoupmg,  like  sn  arrows  from  s  bows, 
He  soft  srrivfsd  on  the  grsssie  plains, 
And  fairly  paced  forth  with  eaaie  pains. 
Till  that  unto  the  pallaoe  nigh  he  came.  1265 

Then  gan  he  to  himselfe  new  shape  to  frame ; 
And  that  faire  face,  and  that  ambrosisll  hew. 
Which  wonts  to  decke  the  gods  immortsll  crew. 
And  besutefie  the  shinie  firmsment. 
He  doft,  unfit  for  that  rude  rabblement.  1270 

So.  standing  by  the  gates  in  strange  disguise, 
He  gan  enquire  of  some  in  secret  wise. 
Both  of  the  king  and  of  his  goyemment. 
And  of  the  foxe,  and  hia  false  blandishment : 
And  evermore  be  hesrd  sach  one  eomplaine      1275 
Of  fouls  abuses  both  in  realme  and  nine  r 
Which  yet  to  prove  more  true,  be  meant  to  aee. 
And  an  ey-witness  of  each  thing  to  tiee. 
Tho  on  his  head  his  dresdfuU  hat  he  dight, 
Whidi  maketh  him  invisible  in  sight,  1280 

And  mocketh  th'  eyes  of  sll  the  lookers  on, 
Msking  them  thinks  it  but  a  vision. 
Through  power  of  that,  he  runnea  through  enemiea 

sweros; 
Through  power  of  that,  be  paaseth  through  the  herds 
Of  ravsnous  wilde  bessts,  and  doth  begmle      1285 
Tbsir  grsedie  moutbes  of  the  expected  spoyls  ; 
Through  power  of  thst,  his  cunning  theeyeries 
He  wonts  to  works,  that  none  the  aame  ennes ; 
And,  tlut>ugh  the  power  of  that,  he  pntteth  on 
What  shape  he  list  in  apparition.  1290 

That  on  his  hesd  hs  wore,  snd  in  his  hand 
He  tooke  Csduceus  his  snskie  wand. 
With  which  the  dsmned  ghosts  he  govemedia 
And  fiuies  rulss,  snd  Tartara  tempereth. 
With  that  he  causeth  aleep  to  seiae  the  eyes,     1992 
Aiid  leare  the  harts,  of  all  his  enemjres ; 
And,  when  him  bsC,  an  uniyeraaU  night 
Throughout  the  world  be  makes  on  syscie  wigfat  j 
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Ai  wh«i  his  syre  with  Alcumena  lay. 

Thus  dight,  into  the  court  lie  tooke  his  way,     1300 

Both  through  the  gard,  which  never  him  oescride, 

Aud  through  the  watchmen,  who  him  never  spide : 

Thenceforth  he  post  into  each  secrete  part, 

W  liereas  he  saw,  that  sorely  griev*d  his  hart, 

Each  place  abounding  with  fowle  iniuries,        1305 

And  fild  with  treasure  rackt  with  robberies  ; 

Each  place  defilde  with  blood  of  guiltles  beasts. 

Which  had  been  slaine  to  serve  the  apes  beheasts  ; 

Gluttonie,  malice,  pride,  and  covetize, 

And  lawlessnes  raigning  with  riotize;  1310 

Besides  the  infinite  extortions. 

Done  through  the  foxes  great  oppressions, 

That  the  complaints  thereof  could  not  be  tolde. 

Which  when  he  did  with  lothfuU  eyes  beholde. 

He  would  no  more  endure,  but  came  his  way,  1315 

And  cast  to  seeke  the  lion,  where  he  may. 

That  he  might   works  the  arengement    for  this 

shame 
On  those  two  caycives,  which  had  bred  him  blame  : 
And,  seeking  all  the  furrest  busily, 
At  last  he  found,  where  sleeping  he  did  ly.       1320 
I'he  wicked  weed,  which  there  the  foxe  did  lay, 
From  underneath  his  head  he  tooke  away. 
And  then  him  waking,  forced  up  to  rise. 
The  lion  looking  up  gan  him  avize, 
As  one  late  in  a  traunce,  what  had  of  long        tStS 
Become  of  him :  for  fantasie  is  strong. 
'*  Arise,  (said  Mercune^  thou  sluggish  benst, 
That  here  lieat  senseles,  like  the  corpse  deceast. 
The  whilste  thy  kingdome  from  thy  head  is  rent. 
And  thy  throne  royall  with  dishonour  blent :     1330 
Arise,  and  doo  thy  selfe  redeeme  from  shame, 
And  be  aveng'd  on  those  that  breed  thy  blame." 
Thereat  enraged,  soone  he  gan  upstart. 
Grinding  his  teeth,  and  gratine  his  great  hart : 
And,  rousing  up  himselfe,  for  his  rough  hide    1336 
He  gan  to  reach ;  but  no  where  it  espide : 
llierewith  he  gan  full  terribly  to  rore. 
And  cbafle  at  that  indignitie  right  sore. 
But  when  his  crowne  and  scepter  both  he  wanted, 
Lord!  bow  he  fum'd,  and  sweld,  and  rag'd,  and 

panted ;  1340 

And  thr^tend  death,  and  thousand  deadly  dolours ; 
To  them  that  had  purioyu'd  his  princely  honours. 


With  that  in  hast,  disroabed  as  he  was. 

He  toward  his  owne  pallace  forth  did  pas ; 

And  all  the  way  he  roared  as  he  went,  1345 

That  all  the  forrest  with  astonishment 

Thereof  did  tremble,  and  the  beasts  therein 

Fled  fast  away  from  that  so  dreadfuU  din. 

At  last  he  came  uuto  his  mansion, 

Where  all  the  gates  he  found  fast  lockt  anon,    1350 

And  manie  warders  round  about  them  stood : 

With  that  he  roar'd  alowd,  as  he  were  wood, 

That  all  the  pallace  ouaked  at  the  stound. 

As  if  it  quite  were  nven  from  the  ground, 

And  all  within  were  dead  and  hartles  left ;        13^5 

And  the  ape  himselfe,  as  one  whose  wits  were  reft. 

Fled  here  and  there,  and  everie  comer  sought} 

To  hide  himselfe  from  his  owne  feared  thought. 

But  the  false  foxe,  when  he  the  lion  heard. 

Fled  closely  forth,  streightway  of  death  afeard,  1360 

And  to  the  lion  came,  full  lowly  creeping. 

With  falned  face,  and  watrie  eyne  halfe  weeping, 

T'  excuse  his  former  treason  and  abusion. 

And  turning  all  unto  the  apes  confusion : 

Nath'les  tlie  royall  beast  forbore  beleeving,      1365 

But  bad  him  stay  at  ease  till  further  preeving. 

Then  when  he  saw  no  entrance  to  him  graunted. 

Roaring  yet  lowder  that  all  harts  it  daunted, 

Upon  those  gates  with  f  rce  he  fiercely  flewe. 

And,  rending  them  in  pieces,  felly  slewe  1370 

I'hose  warders  strange,  and  all  that  else  he  met. 

But  th'  ape  still  flying  he  no  where  might  get : 

From  rowme  to  rowme,  from  beame  to  beame  he  fled 

All  breathles,  and  for  fcare  now  almost  ded  : 

Yet  him  at  last  the  lyon  spide,  and  caught,        1375 

And  forth  with  shame  unto  his  iudgement  brought. 

Then  all  the  beasts  he  caus'd  assembled  bee. 

To  heare  their  doome,  and  sad  ensample  see  : 

The  foxe,  first  author  of  that  treacherie, 

He  did  uncase,  and  then  away  let  flie.  1380 

But  th'  apes  long  taile(which  then  he  had)  he  quight 

Cut  off,  and  both  eares  pared  of  their  bight ; 

Since  which,  all  apes  but  halfe  their  eares  have  left. 

And  ot  their  tailes  are  uKerlie  bereft. 

So  Mother  Hubberd  her  discourse  did  end  .  1385 
Which  pardon  me,  if  I  amisse  have  pend ; 
For  wealce  was  my  remembrance  it  to  hold. 
And  bad  her  tongue  thftt  it  so  blunt  J  j  tolde.     1388 
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MADS   BY 


EDM.    SPENSER, 

In  honour  of  the  double  marriage  of  the  two  honorable  and  Tertaoua  ladiea,  the  Ladle  Elisabeth,  and  the 
Ladie  Katharine  Someraet,  daughters  to  the  right  honorable  the  Earle  of  Worcester,  and  espoused  to  the 
two  worthie  gentlemen,  M.  Henry  Gilford  and  M.  William  Peter,  Esquyera. 


Caihb  was  the  day,  and  through  the  trembling  ayre 

Sweete-breathing  Zeohyma  did  aofdy  play 

A  gentle  apirit,  Uiat  lightly  did  delay 

Hot  Titsna  beamea,  which  then  did  glyster  fayre  ; 

When  I,  (whom  [whoae]  suUein  care,  5 

Through  discontent  of  my"  long  fruitlesse  stay 

In  priucea  court,  and  expectation  vayne 

Of  idle  hopes,  which  still  doe  fly  away, 

like  empty  ahadowa,  did  afflict  my  brayne,} 

Walkt  forth  to  ease  mv  payne  10 

Along  the  ahoare  of  silrer  streaming  Themmes ; 

Whose  rutty  bank,  the  which  bis  rirer  hemmes. 

Was  paynted  all  with  rariable  flowera, 

And  all  the  meades  adomd  with  daiuty  gemmes 

Fit  to  decke  maydens  bowres,  15 

And  crowne  their  parsmours 

Against  the  brydale  day,  which  is  not  lone : 

Sweet  Themmes !  runne  sofUy,till  I  end  my  soDg. 

There,  in  a  meadow,  by  the  rivers  side, 
A  flocke  of  nymphes  I  chaanced  to  espy,  20 

All  lorely  daughtera  of  the  flood  thereby. 
With  goodly  greenish  locks,  all  loose  untyde. 
As  each  had  bene  a  bryde  \ 
And  each  one  had  a  little  wicker  basket. 
Made  of  fine  twiga,  entrayled  curiously,  25 

In  which  they  gathered  flowers  to  fill  their  flasket, 
And  witb  fine  fingers  crept  full  feateously 
llie  tender  stalkes  on  hye. 
Of  every  sort,  which  in  that  meadow  grew. 
They  gathered  some ;  the  violet,  pallid  blew,        30 
The  little  dacie,  that  at  evening  closes. 
The  virgin  lillie,  and  the  primrose  trew. 
With  atore  of  vermeil  roses. 
To  deck  their  bridegroomes  posies 
Against  the  brydale  day,  wbich  was  not  long :       35 
Sweet  Themmes  1  runne  softly,  till  I  end  my  Bon^   | 


With  that  I  saw  two  swannea  of  goodly  hewe 
Come  softly  swimming  downe  along  the  lee ; 
Two  fairer  birds  I  yet  did  never  see ; 
The  snow,  which  doth  the  top  of  Pindus  strew,    40 
Did  never  whiter  shew. 
Nor  Jove  himselie,  when  he  a  swan  would  be 
For  love  of  Leda,  whiter  did  appeare ; 
Yet  Leda  was  (the  say)  aa  white  an  he, 
Yet  not  so  white  aa  these,  nor  nothing  near ,        45 
So  purely  white  they  were, 
That  even  the  gentle  straam,  the  which  them  bare, 
Seem'd  foule  to  them,  and  bad  his  biUowea  spare 
To  wet  their  silken  feathera,  least  they  might 
Soyle  their  hyn  plumes  with  water  not  ao  fayre,  50 
And  marre  their  beautiea  bright. 
That  shone  as  heavens  light. 
Against  their  brydale  day,  which  was  not  long : 
Sweet  Themmes  I  runne  softly,  tiU  I  end  my  song. 

Eftsoones  the  nymphes,  which  now  had  flowers  their 
Ran  all  in  haste  to  see  that  ailver  brood,  [fill. 

As  they  came  floating  on  the  cristal  flood ;  57 

Whom  when  they  sawe,  they  stood  amaaed  still. 
Their  wondering  eyea  to  fill ; 
Them  seem'd  they  never  saw  a  sight  so  layre,      60 
Of  fowles,  so  lovely,  that  they  sure  did  deeme 
Them  heavenly  borne,  or  to  be  that  aame  payre 
Which  through  the  sirie  draw  Yenua  ailver  teeme; 
For  sure  they  did  not  seeme 
To  be  begot  of  any  earthly  seede,  65 

But  rather  angels,  or  of  angels  breede  ; 
Yet  were  they  bred  of  somera-heat,  they  say. 
In  sweetest  season,  when  each  flower  and  weede 
The  earth  did  freah  aray ; 

So  fresh  they  seem'd  as  day,  70 

Even  as  their  brydale  day,  which  waa  not  long : 
Sweet  Thenmiea!  runne  softly,  till  I  end  my  song 


Then  forth  they  all  oat  of  their  baskets  drew 

Great  store  of  flowers,  the  honour  of  the  field. 

That  to  the  sense  did  iragrant  odours  yield,  76 

All  which  upon  those  goodly  birds  they  threw 

And  all  the  waves  did  strew, 

That  like  old  Peneus  waters  they  did  seeme, 

When  downe  along  by  pleasant  Tempes  shore, 

8cattred  with  flowres,  through  Thessaly  they  streeme. 

That  they  appeare,  through  lilies  plenteous  store,  81 

Like  a  brydes  ehamber  flore. 

Two  of  those  nympbes,  mesne  while,  two  garlands 

bound 
Of  freshest  flowres  which  in  that  mead  they  found. 
The  which  presenting  all  in  trim  arrav,  85 

Their  snowie  forehei^s  therewithall  they  crownd, 
Whflst  one  did  sing  this  hy, 
Pre^'d  against  that  day, 
Agamat  their  biydale  day,  which  was  not  long : 
Sweet  Themmes  t  ninne  softly,  till  I  end  my  song. 

'*  Ye  gende  birdea !  the  worlds  faire  ornament,    91 
And  Marens  gloria,  whom  this  happie  bower 
Doth  leade  unto  your  lovera  blissmU  bower, 
lov  may  you  have,  and  gentle  hearts  content 
Oi  rovloTM  complement ;  95 

And  let  fiure  Venus,  that  is  queene  of  lore. 
With  her  heart-quelling  sonne  upon  you  smile, 
Whose  smite,  they  say.  hath  Tertna  to  remore 
All  lovea  diaUke,  and  friendships  flraltie  guile 
For  erer  to  assoQe.  100 

Let  endlesse  peace  your  steadfiwt  hearts  accord, 
And  Ueased  plentie  wait  upon  your  bord ; 
And  let  jrour  bed  with  pleasures  ehast  abound. 
That  fnutfttll  iasue  may  to  you  afford. 
Which  may  your  foes  confound,  105 

And  make  your  ioys  redound 
Upon  your  biydale  day,  which  is  not  long ; 
Sweet  Themmes !  runne  softlie,  till  I  end  my  song." 

So  ended  she ;  and  all  the  rest  around 
To  her  redoubled  tliat  her  undersong,  1 10 

Which  said  their  brydale  daye  should  not  be  long : 
And  gentle  ecebo  from  the  neighbour  ground 
Their  accents  did  resound. 
So  forth  those  ioyous  birds  did  passe  along 
Adowne  the  lee,  that  to  them  murmurde  low,     li5 
As  he  would  speake,  but  that  he  lackt  a  toog, 
Yet  did  by  aignes  his  glsd  affection  show. 
Making  hu  streame  run  slow. 
And  all  the  foule  which  in  his  flood  did  dwell 
Oan  flock  about  these  twaine,  that  did  exoell      If  0 
The  rest,  so  far  aa  Cynthia  doth  abend 
The  lesser  stars.    So  they,  enranged  well. 
Did  on  those  two  attend, 

And  their  best  aerrioe  lend  1S4 

Against  their  wedding  day,  which  was  not  long : 
Sweet  Themmes  t  runne  softly,  till  I  end  my  song. 


At  length  they  all  to  mery  London  came. 
To  mery  London,  my  most  kyadly  nurse. 
That  to  me  gare  this  lifes  first  native  aourae. 
Though  from  another  place  I  take  my  name,       1^ 
An  house  of  auncient  tame : 

There  when  they  came,  whereas  those  bricky  towres 
The  which  on  Themmes  brode  i^d  backe  doe  ryde. 
Where  now  the  studious  lawyers  have  their  bowers, 
There  whylome  wont  the  Templer  Knights  to  byde. 
Till  they  decayd  through  pride  :  13d 

Next  whereuDto  there  standes  a  stately  place. 
Where  oft  I  gajmed  giftes  and  goodly  grace 
Of  that  great  lord,  which  therein  wont  to  dwell, 
Whose  want  too  well  now  feels  my  fr«endles  case ; 
But  ah !  here  fits  not  well  141 

Olde  woes,  but  ioyes,  to  tell 

Against  the  bridale  daye,  which  is  not  long : 
Sweet  Themmes!  mane  softly,  taU  I  end  my  song. 

Yet  therein  now  doth  lodge  s  noble  peer,  145 

Great  Englands  gloiy,  and  the  worlos  wide  wonder, 
Whose  draadftill  name  late  through  all  Spaine  did 

thunder. 
And  Hercules  two  pUlors  standing  neere 
Did  make  to  quake  and  feare : 
Faire  branch  of  honor,  flower  of  cheyalrie !         150 
That  fiUest  England  with  thy  triumphs  ftme, 
loy  haye  thou  of  thy  noble  victorie, 
And  endlesse  happinesse  of  thine  owne  name 
That  promiseth  the  same  ;* 
That  through  thy  prowesse,  and  yictorions  srmes. 
Thy  country  may  be  freed  from  forraine  harmes;  136 
And  great  Elisaes  glorious  name  may  ring 
Through  al  the  world,  fiU'd  with  thy  wide  alarmes. 
Which  some  braye  muse  may  sing 
To  ages  following,  160 

Upon  the  brydale  day,  which  is  not  long : 
Sweet  Themmes  1  runne  softly,  till  I  end  my  song. 

From  those  high  towers  this  noble  lord  issuing, 
Like  radiant  Hesper,  when  his  golden  hayre 
In  th'  ocean  bUlowes  he  hath  bathed  fayre,         166 
Descended  to  the  riyers  open  yewing. 
With  a  ^reat  tiaiue  ensuing. 
Above  tne  rest  were  goodly  to  bee  scene 
Two  gentle  knights  of  loyely  hce  and  feature. 
Beseeming  well  the  bower  of  any  queene,  170 

With  gifta  of  wit,  and  ornaments  of  nature. 
Fit  for  so  goodl^r  stature. 
That  like  the  twins  of  loye  they  seem'd  in  sight. 
Which  decke  the  banldricke  of  the  heayens  bright ; 
They  two,  forth  pacing  to  tbe  riyera  aide,  175 

Keceiy'd  those  two  faire  brides,  their  Ioyes  delight ; 
Which,  at  th'  appointed  tyde. 
Each  one  did  make  his  bryde 
Against  their  brydale  day,  which  is  not  long :      179 
Sweet  Themmes !  runne  softly,  till  I  end  my  song 


Alt 
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Ys  learned  siaters,  which  have  oftentimes 

Beene  to  me  ayding,  others  to  adorne, 

Whom  ye  thought  worthy  of  your  gpracefull  rymea, 

I'hat  even  the  greatest  did  not  greatly  scome 

To  heare  theyr  names  sung  in  your  simple  layes,    5 

But  ioyed  in  theyr  praise  ; 

And  woen  ye  list  your  own  mishaps  to  moume, 

Which  death,  or  love,  or  fortunes  wreck  did  rayse, 

Your  string  could  soone  to  sadder  tenor  tume, 

And  teach  the  wood*  and  waters  to  lament  10 

Your  dolefnll  dreriment : 

Now  lay  those  sorrowful!  complaints  aaide ; 

And,  having  all  your  heads  with  girlands  crownd, 

Helpe  me  mine  owne  loves  prayses  to  reaoand ; 

Ne  let  the  same  of  any  be  envide :  15 

So  Orpheus  did  for  his  owne  bride  ! 

So  I  unto  my  selfe  alone  will  sing; 

The  woods  shall  to  me  answer,  and  my  eccho  ring. 

£arly,  before  the  worlds  light-giving  Ismpe 

His  golden  beame  upon  the  hils  doth  spred,  CO 

Having  disperst  the  nights  unchearfuH  dampe. 

Doe  ye  awake ;  and,  with  fresh  lusityhed, 

Go  to  the  bowre  of  my  beloved  love, 

My  truest  turtle  dove  ; 

Bid  her  awake  ;  for  Hymen  is  awake,  fi 

And  long  since  ready  forth  his  matike  to  move. 

With  his  hriffht  tead  that  flames  witli  many  a  flake. 

And  many  a  bachelor  to  waite  on  him. 

In  theyr  freah  garments  trim. 

Bid  her  awake  therefore,  and  soone  her  dight,      30 

For  loe !  the  wished  day  is  come  at  last, 

I'hat  shall,  for  all  the  paynes  and  sorrowes  past, 

Pay  to  her  usury  of  long  delight : 

And,  why  lest  she  doth  oer  dight. 

Doe  ye  to  her  of  ioy  and  solace  sing,  35 

That  all  the  wooda  may  answer,  aod  your  eccho  ring. 

Bring  with  you  all  the  nymphes  that  you  can  heare    > 

Both  of  the  rivers  and  the  forrests  greeue,  ' 

And  of  the  sea  that  neighbours  to  ber  neare  : 

All  with  gay  git  lands  goodly  wel  beaeene.  40 

And  let  them  also  with  them  bring  in  hand 

Another  gay  girland, 

For  my  fayre  love,  of  lillyes  and  of  roses, 

Bound  truelove  wise,  with  a  blew  ailki*  riband. 

And  let  them  make  great  store  of  bridale  poses,    45 

And  let  them  eke  bring  store  of  other  flowers. 

To  deck  the  bridale  bowers. 

And  let  the  ground  whereas  her  foot  shall  tread. 

For  feare  the  atones  her  tender  foot  should  wrong, 

Be  Btrewd  with  fragrant  flowera  all  along. 

And  diapred  lyke  the  discolored  mead. 

WHich  done,  doe  at  her  chamber  dore  awayt. 

For  abe  will  waken  atrayt; 


50 


The  whflea  do  ye  this  song  unto  her  sing. 

The  woods  shall  to  you  answer,  and  your  echo  ring. 

Ye  nymphes  of  Mulla,  which  witli  carefull  heed  56 
The  silver  scaly  trouts  do  tend  full  well, 
And  greedy  pikes  which  use  therein  to  feed ; 
(Those  trouts  and  pikes  all  others  doe  excel! ;) 
And  ye  likewise,  which  keepe  the  rushy  lake,      6*) 
Where  none  doo  fishes  take ; 
Bynd  np  the  locks  the  which  hang  sratterd  light. 
And  in  hia  waters,  which  your  mirror  make. 
Behold  your  faces  aa  the  cbristal!  bright. 
That  when  you  come  whereas  my  love  doth  lie,    dS 
No  blemish  she  may  spie. 

And  eke,  ye  lightfoot  mayds,  which  keepe  the  dore« 
That  on  the  hoaiy  mountayne  use  to  towre ; 
And  the  wylde  wolves,  wluch  aeeke  them  to  devonre. 
With  your  Steele  darts  doe  chace  fromconiitigneer; 
Be  also  present  here,  7t 

To  helpe  to  decke  her,  and  to  help  to  sing. 
That  lul  the  woods  may  answer,   and  your  eccho 
ring. 

Wake  now,  my  love,  awake ;  for  it  is  time ; 
The  rosy  mome  long  since  left  Tithons  bed,         75   , 
AU  ready  to  her  silrer  coche  to  clyme ; 
And  Phoebus  gins  to  shew  his  glorious  hed. 
Hsrk !  how  the  clieerfuli  Inrds  do  chaunt  theyr  laies 
And  carroU  of  Loves  praise. 

The  merry  larke  hir  mattins  sings  alof^ ;  60 

The  thrush  replyes ;  the  mavis  descant  playes : 
The  ousel!  shrills ;  the  ruddock  warbles  soft; 
So  goodly  all  agree,  with  sweet  consent, 
To  this  Jayes  merriment. 

Ah !  my  deere  love,  why  doe  ye  sleepe  thus  long,  85 
When  meeter  were  that  ye  should  now  awske, 
T^awayt  the  comming  of  your  ioyous  make. 
And  hearken  to  the  birds  love-leamed  song, 
The  deawy  leaves  among ! 

For  they  of  ioy  and  pleasance  to  you  aing,  90 

That  all  the  wooda  them  answer,  and  Iheyr  eccho 
ring. 

My  love  is  now  awake  out  of  ber  dreame. 

And  her  fajrre  eyes,  like  stars  that  dimmed  were 

With  darksome  eloudes,  now  shew  theyr  goodly 

beams 
More  bright  then  Hesperus  hia  bead  doth  rere.    .95 
Come  now,  ye  damaela,  daughters  of  delight, 
Helpe  quickly  her  to  dight : 
But  first  come  ye  iayre  honres,  which  wa«  hegot. 
In  loves  sweet  paraJdice  of  day  and  night ; 
Which  doe  the  seasons  of  the  year  alloc,  lOO 

And  all,  that  ever  in  this  world  is  fayce. 
Do  make  and  adll  repayTe: 
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And  ye  three  handmayds  of  the  Cyprian  cjueene. 
The  which  doe  still  aaorn  her  heauties  pnde» 
Helpe  to  adome  my  heautifnllest  bride :  105 

And,  as  ye  her  array,  still  throw  betweene 
Some  g^races  to  be  seeoe  ; 
And,  as  ye  use  to  Venos.  to  her  sing. 
The  whiles  the  woods  shal  answer,  and  year  eceho 
ring. 

Now  is  my  love  all  nady  ibrth  to  come :  1 1 0 

Let  all  the  virgins  therefore  well  away t : 
And  ye  fresh  boyes,  that  tend  upon  her  groome, 
Prepare  your  selves  ;  for  he  is  comming  strayt* 
Set  all  your  things  in  seemely  good  aray. 
Fit  for  so  ioyfull  day :  115 

The  ioyfulst  day  that  ever  sunne  did  see. 
Fair  sun  I  shew  forth  thy  favourable  ray, 
And  let  thy  lifull  heat  not  fervent  be. 
For  feare  of  bumiog  her  sunshyny  face. 
Her  beautjT  to  disgrace.  1 20 

()  fayrest  Pha^bus !  father  of  the  muse ! 
If  ever  I  did  honour  thee  aright, 
Or  sing  the  thing  that  mote  Uiy  mind  delight. 
Doe  not  thy  servants  simple  boooe  refuse ; 
But  let  this  day,  let  this  one  day,  be  mine ;  125 

Let  all  the  rest  be  thine. 
Then  I  thy  aoverayne  prayses  loud  wil  sing, 
That  all  the  woods  shal  answer,  and  theyr  eccho 
ring. 

Harke  I  how  the  minstrils  gin  to  shrill  aloud 
Their  merry  musick  that  resounds  from  far,         130 
The  pipe,  the  tabor,  and  the  trembling  croud, 
That  well  ag^ree  withouten  breach  or  lar. 
But,  most  of  all,  the  damsels  doe  delight. 
When  they  their  tymbrels  smyte, 
And  thereunto  doe  daunce  and  carrol  sweet,        135 
That  all  the  aencea  they  doe  ravish  quite ; 
^  The  whyles  the  boyes  run  up  and  downe  the  street. 
Crying  aloud  with  strong  confused  noyce. 
As  if  It  were  one  voyce. 

Hymen,  Id  Hymen,  Hymen,  they  do  shout ;       140 
That  even  lo  the  heavens  theyr  shouting  shrill 
Doth  reach,  and  all  the  firmament  doth  fill; 
To  which  the  people  stsnding  all  about. 
As  in  approvance,  doe  thereto  applaud. 
And  loua  advannce  her  laud ;  145 

And  evermore  they  Hymen,  Hymen  sing. 
That  all  the  woods  them  answer,  and  theyr  eccho 
ring. 

Loe!  where  she  comes  along  with  portly  pace, 
Lyke  Phoebe,  from  her  chamlier  of  (he  east, 
J^ry»ing  forth  to  run  her  mighty  race,/  1 30 

Clad  all  in  white,  that  seems  a  virgin  be»t 
8o  well  it  her  beiieems,  that  ye  would  weene 
Some  angell  she  had  beene. 
Her  long  loose  yellow  locks  lyke  golden  wyre, 
8princkwd  with  perle,  and  pdrling  flowres  atweene. 
Doe  lyke  a  golden  mantle  her  attyre ;  156 

And,  being  crowned  with  a  j^irland  greene. 
Seem  lyke  some  maydeo  que  ene. 
Her  modest  eyes,  abashed  to  behold 
So  many  gazers  as  on  her  dc  stare,  160 

Upon  the  lovdy  ground  afiixed  are ; 
Me  dare  lift  up  her  oouutenf  nee  too  bold. 
But  blush  to  heare  her  pray-ws  sung  so  loud. 
So  farre  from  being  proud* 

Nathlesse  doe  ye  still  loud  Iter  prayses  sing,       165 
That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  rccho  ring. 


Tell  me,  ye  merchants  daughtera,  did  ye  see 

So  iayre  a  creature  in  your  towne  before ; 

So  aweet,  so  lovely,  and  so  mild  as  she, 

Adoind  with  beautyes  grace  and  vertues  store  1  170 

Her  goodly  eyes  lyke  saphyres  shining  bright. 

Her  forehead  yvory  white. 

Her  oheekes  lyke  apples  which  the  sun  bath  rudded. 

Her  lips  lyke  cherries  charming  men  to  byte. 

Her  brest  like  to  a  bowl  of  creame  uncrudded,   175 

Her  paps  lyke  lyllies  budded, 

Her  snowie  neck  lyke  to  a  marble  towre ; 

And  all  her  body  like  a  pallace  fiiyre, 

Ascending  up,  with  many  a  stately  stayre. 

To  honors  seat  and  chastities  sweet  bowre.         180 

Why  stand  ye  still  ye  virgins  in  amase, 

Upon  her  so  to  gaze, 

^^  biles  ye  forget  your  former  lay  to  sing. 

To  which  the  woods  did  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring  ? 

But  if  ye  saw  that  which  no  eyes  can  see,  185 

The  inward  beauty  of  her  lively  spright, 
Gamisht  with  heavenly  guifts  of  high  degree, 
Much  more  then  would  ye  wonder  at  that  sight, 
And  stand  astonisht  lyke  to  those  which  red 
Medusaes  mazeful  bed.  190 

There  dwells  sweet  love,  and  constant  chastity, 
Unspotted  fayth,  and  comely  womanhood. 
Regard  of  honour,  and  mild  modesty  ; 
There  vertue  raynes  as  queene  in  royal  throne, 
And  giveth  lawes  alone,  195 

The  which  the  base  affections  doe  obey, 
And  yeeld  theyr  services  unto  her  will ; 
Ne  thought  of  things  uncomely  ever  may 
I'hereto  approch  to  tempt  her  mind  to  ill. 
Had  ye  once  seene  these  her  celestial  threasures. 
And  unrevealed  pleasures,  201 

I'hen  would  ye  wonder,  and  her  prayses  sing, 
That  all  the  woods  should  answer,  and  your  eccho  rio  ^. 

Open  the  temple  gates  unto  my  love. 

Open  them  wide  that  she  may  enter  in,  205 

And  all  the  postes  sdome  as  doth  behove, 

And  all  the  pilloors  deck  with  girlands  trim. 

For  to  reoeyve  this  saynt  with  honour  dew. 

That  commeth  in  to  you. 

With  trembling  steps,  and  humble  reverence,     210 

She  commeUi  in,  before  th*  Almightiea  view ; 

Of  her  y%  virgins  leame  obedience. 

When  so  ye  come  into  those  holy  places, 

To  humble  your  proud  faces: 

Bring  her  up  to  th'  high  altar,  that  she  may        215 

The  sacred  ceremonies  there  partake, 

The  which  do  endlesse  matrimony  make ; 

And  let  the  roring  organs  loudly  play 

The  praises  of  the  Lord  in  lively  notes ; 

The  whiles,  with  hollow  throates,  220 

The  choristers  the  ioyous  antheme  sing. 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  their  eccho  ring. 

Behold,  whiles  she  before  the  altar  stsnds. 

Hearing  the  holy  priest  that  to  her  speakes. 

And  blesseth  her  with  his  two  happy  hands,        225 

How  the  red  roses  flush  up  in  her  cne«'kes. 

And  the  pure  snow,  with  goodly  vermill  stayne 

Like  crimsin  dyde  in  gra^rne : 

That  even  the  angels,  which  continually 

About  the  sacred  alter  doe  reroniue,  230 

Forget  their  service  and  about  her  fly, 

Ofte  peeping  in  her  face,  that  seems  more  fayre 

The  more  they  on  it  stare. 
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But  ber  tad  eyes,  still  fsstened  on  the  groaiid« 
Are  gOTemed  with  goodly  modesty,  S55 

'iliat  suffers  not  one  look  to  glsaace  twry. 
Which  msy  let  in  a  little  thought  uosownd. 
Why  blush  ye,  lore,  to  gire  to  me  your  hand, 
The  pledge  of  all  our  band ! 

Sing,  3re  sweet  angels,  Allelnya  sing,  t40 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  snd  your  eeohoiiDg. 

Now  al  is  done :  bring  home  the  bride  againe ; 
Bring  home  the  triumph  of  our  rictory : 
Bring  home  with  you  the  elory  of  her  gaiaa. 
With  ioyanoe  bring  ber  and  with  iollity.  245 

Never  had  man  more  ioyfuU  day  than  this. 
Whom  heaven  would  heape  witli  blis. 
Make  feast  therefore  now  all  this  lire-long  day; 
This  day  for  ever  to  me  holy  ia. 
Poure  out  (he  wine  without  restraint  or  stay,      S50 
Fours  not  by  cups,  but  by  the  belly  fall, 
Poure  out  to  all  that  wuU, 
And  sprinkle  all  the  posts  and  wals  with  wine. 
That  tney  may  sweat,  and  drunken  be  withall. 
Crowne  ye  god  Bacchus  with  a  coronall,  255 

And  Hymen  also  crowne  with  wreaths  of  rine ; 
And  let  the  Graces  dsunce  unto  the  rest. 
For  they  can  doo  it  beat  *. 
The  whiles  tbe  maydens  doe  thejrr  earroll  sing, 
To  which  the  woods  shall  answer,  and  theyr  eccho 
ring.  260 

Ring  ye  the  bels,  ye  yong  men  of  the  towne, 

And  leare  your  wonted  labors  for  this  day : 

'J'bis  day  is  holy ;  doe  ye  write  it  downe. 

That  ye  for  ever  it  remember  may. 

This  dsy  the  sunne  is  in  his  chiefest  bight,         265 

With  fiarnaby  the  bright. 

From  whence  declining  daily  by  degrees. 

He  somewhat  loseth  of  his  heat  and  liffht. 

When  once  the  Crab  behind  his  back  ne  sees. 

But  for  this  time  it  ill  ordained  was,  270 

To  choose  the  longest  day  in  all  the  yeare. 

And  ahortett  night,  when  longest  fitter  were : 

Yet  never  day  so  long,  but  late  would  passe. 

Ring  ye  the  bels,  to  make  it  weare  away, 

And  bonefiers  make  all  day ;  275 

And  daunoe  about  them,  and  about  them  sing, 

1'hat  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

Ah !  when  will  this  long  weary  day  have  end. 
And  lende  me  leave  to  come  unto  my  lorel 
How  alowly  do  the  houres  theyr  numbers  spend  T 
How  slowly  does  sad  Time  his  feathers  move?  281 
Hast  thee,  0  fayreat  planet,  to  thy  home. 
Within  the  weatrme  fome: 
Thy  tyred  steedea  long  since  have  need  of  rest. 
Long  though  it  be,  st  last  I  see  it  gloome,  285 

And  the  bright  evening-star  with  golden  creast 
Appeare  out  of  the  east 

Fay  re  ohilde  of  beaotie !  glorioualampe  of  love ! 
lliat  all  the  host  of  heaven  in  rankes  doodt  lead. 
And  guidest  lovers  through  tbe  nights  sad  dread, 
How  chearefully  thou  lookest  from  above,  291 

And  seemst  to  lau^h  atweene  thy  twinkling  light, 
As  ioying  in  the  sight 

Of  these  glad  many,  which  for  ioy  do  sing,         294 
That  all  the  woods  them  answer,  and  their  eccho  ring ! 

Now  cease,  ye  damsels,  your  delights  fore-past ; 
nough  it    is  that  all  the  day  was  youres : 
Now  ds^  is  doen,  and  night  is  nighing  fast. 
Now  bring  the  bryde  into  the  brydall  bowres. 


The  night  is  eome,  now  aooa  her  disaray. 

And  in  her  bed  her  lay ; 

Lay  her  in  lilUea  and  in  violets, 

And  silken  cortains  over  her  display, 

And  odoured  sheets,  and  arrta  corerleCa. 

Behold  how  goodly  my  iaire  love  does  Ij,  ar>5 

In  proud  humility ! 

Like  unto  Maia,  when  as  love  her  took 

In  Tempo,  lying  on  the  flowry  graa, 

Twizt  n9&p»  aM  wake,  after  ahe  weaiy  wii^ 

With  bathmg  in  the  Aotdalian  brooke.  310 

Now  it  is  night,  ye  damsels  may  be  gone. 

And  leave  my  love  alone. 

And  leave  likewise  yonr  former  lay  to  sbg : 

The  woods  no  more  shall  answer,  noryooreoeho  ring. 

Now  welcome,  night !  thou  night  so  long  expected. 

That  long  daies  labour  doest  at  last  defray,         316 

And  all  mv  cares,  which  email  Lore  collected. 

Hast  suma  in  one,  and  cancelled  for  aye : 

Spread  thy  broad  wing  over  my  luve  and  ma. 

That  no  man  may  us  see ;  320 

And  in  thy  sable  mantle  ns  enwrap. 

From  feare  of  perxill  and  foule  horror  free. 

Let  no  &lBe  treason  seeke  us  to  entrap. 

Nor  any  dread  disquiet  once  annoy 

The  safety  of  our  ioy ;  325 

But  let  the  night  be  cafane,  and  qnietsome, 

Without  tempestuous  storms  or  sad  afiray : 

Lyke  as  when  love  with  hm  Alcmena  lay. 

When  he  begot  the  great  Tirynthian  groome  : 

Or  lyke  as  when  he  with  thy  selfe  did  lie  330 

And  begot  Majestie. 

And  let  the  mayds  and  yongmen  cease  to  sing ; 

Ne  let  the  woods  them  answer,  nor  theyr  eccho  ring* 

Let  no  lamentinsr  cryes,  nor  dolefnll  teares. 

Be  heard  all  ni^ht  within^  nor  yet  without :         335 

Ne  let  false  whispers,  breeding  hidden  fearea, 

Breake  ffentle  sleepe  with  misconceived  douL 

Let  no  dfeluding  dreames,  nor  dreadful  sights. 

Make  sudden  sad  affrighta ; 

Ne  let  bouse-fyres,  nor  lightnings  helpless  haimea* 

Ne  let  the  ponlce,  nor  other  evill  sprigfats,  341 

Ne  let  mischievous  witches  with  theyr  charmes, 

Ne  let  hob-goblins,  names  whose  senoe   wa  aea 

not. 
Fray  ns  with  things  that  be  not : 
Let  not  the  akriecn-owlenortfae  storkebe  heard,  345 
Nor  the  night  raren,  thst  still  deadljr  yels ; 
Nor  damned  ghosts,  cald  up  with  taimty  spels* 
Nor  grieely  ynltuies,  make  ns  onceaneard : 
Ne  let  th*  un|>leasant  quyre  of  frogs  still  oioking 
Make  us  to  wish  theyr  cnoldng.  350 

Let  none  of  these  theyr  drery  accents  sing ; 
Ne  let  the  woods  them  answer,  nor  theyr  eocho  ling. 

But  let  stil  Silence  trew  night-watchea  keepo, 

lliat  sacred  Peace  may  in  assurance  rayne, 

And  tymely  Sleep,  when  it  is  ^e  to  slee^,     35& 

May  poure  his  limbs  forth  on  yonr  pleasant  plavne; 

The  whiles  an  hundred  little  wingaa  loves. 

Like  divers-fethered  doves, 

Shall  fly  and  flutter  round  about  the  bed. 

And  in  the  secret  darke,  that  none  reproves,        366 

Their  prety  stealthes  shall  worke,  and  snans  afaall 


To  filch  away  sweet  snatches  of  delight, 
Conceald  through  c^^  ^    '  ' 
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Ye  aoDnes  of  V«nixB,  play  your  sports  at  will  * 

For  greedy  pleasure,  carelesse  of  your  toyes,       365 

ThiiUBS  mote  upon  ber  paradise  of  ioyes. 

Then  what  ye  ao,  albe  it  good  or  ill. 

All  night  therefore  attend  your  menry  play. 

For  it  will  soone  be  day : 

Now  none  doth  hinder  you,  that  say  or  sing ;      S70 

Ne  will  the  woods  now  answer,  nor  youreecho  ring. 

Who  is  the  same,  which  at  my  window  peepes  T 

Or  whose  is  that  faire  face  that  shines  so  bright  t 

Is  it  not  Cinthia,  she  that  nCTer  sleepes, 

But  walkesaboat  high  heaven  al  the  night?       375 

O  !  fayrest  goddesse,  do  thou  not  enry 

My  l6ve  wiSi  me  to  spy : 

For  thou  likewise  didst  lore,  though  now  unthought. 

And  for  a  fleece  of  wooll,  which  privily 

The  Latmian  shepherd  once  unto  thee  brought,  880 

His  pleasures  with  thee  wrought. 

Therefore  to  us  be  favorable  now; 

And  sith  of  wemens  labours  thou  bast  charge. 

And  generation  goodly  dost  enlarge, 

Encline  thy  will  t'  effect  our  wishfull  vow,         385 

And  the  chast  womb  informs  with  timely  seed. 

That  may  our  comfort  breed : 

Till  which  we  cease  our  hopefuU  hap  to  sing ; 

Ne  let  the  woods  us  answer;  nor  our  eccho  ring. 

And  thou,  great  luno  !  which  with  awful  might  390 

The  lawes  of  wedlock  still  dost  patronize ', 

And  the  religion  of  the  faith  first  plight 

With  sacred  rites  hast  taught  to  solemnize ; 

And  Qke  for  comfort  often  called  art 

Of  women  in  their  smart ;  395 

Eternally  bind  then  this  lovely  band. 

And  all  thy  blessings  unto  us  impart. 

And  thou,  glad  Genius !  in  whose  gentle  hand 


llie  bridale  bowre  and  geniall  bed  remaine. 
Without  blemish  or  staine :  400 

And  the  sweet  pleasures  of  theyr  loves  delight 
With  secret  ayde  doost  succour  and  supply. 
Till  they  bring  forth  the  fruitful!  progeny ; 
Send  us  the  timelv  fruit  of  this  same  night. 
And  thou,  fayre  Hebe !  and  thou.  Hymen  free!  405 
Grant  that  it  may  so  be. 

Till  which  we  cease  your  further  prayse  to  sing ; 
Ne  any  woods  shall  answer,  nor  your  eccho  ring. 

And  ye  high  hearens,  the  temple  of  the  gods. 

In  which  a  thousand  tprohes  flaming  bright        410 

Doe  bume,  that  to  us  wretched  eaiuly  clods 

In  dreadful  darknesse  lend  desired  lignt ; 

And  all  ye  powers  which  in  the  same^remayne. 

More  tha&  we  men  can  fayne!  * 

Pour  out  your  blessing  on  us  plentiously,  415 

And  happy  influence  upon  us  rai&e, 

That  we  may  raise  a  large  posterity. 

Which  from  the  earth,  which  they  may  long  poneaso 

With  lasting  happinesse. 

Up  to  vour  naughty  pallaoes  may  mount ;  480 

And,  for  the  guerdon  of  thevr  glorious  merit, 

Msy  heavenly  tabernacles  there  inherit. 

Of  blessed  sunts  for  to  increase  the  count 

So  let  us  rest,  sweet  love,  in  hope  of  this, 

And  cease  till  then  our  tymely  loyes  to  singr :      425 

The  woods  no  more  us  answer,  nor  our  eccno  ring  i 

Song!  mad§  in  lieu  of  many  omamintt. 

With  v^eh  my  love  thould  duly  hare  been  dect. 

Which  euttir^  off  through  hatty  aeeidenU, 

Ye  would  not  ttay  your  dew  time  to  expect,  430 

But  jrromiet  both  to  reeompene  ; 

Be  unto  her  a  goodly  ornament. 

And  fir  thort  time  an  endleue  nunimgnt  t  433 
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In  youth,  before  I  waxed  old. 
The  blynd  boy,  Venus  baby. 
For  want  of  cunning  made  me  bold. 
In  bitter  hyve  to^rope  for  bonny : 
But,  when  he  sawrae  stung  and  cry. 
He  tooke  his  wings  and  away  did  fly. 

a. 

As  Diane  hunted  on  a  day. 

She  chaunst  to  come  where  Cupid  lay, 

His  quiver  by  bis  head: 

One  of  his  shafb  she  stole  away, 

And  one  of  hers  did  close  convey 

Into  the  others  stead : 

With  that  liOve  wounded  my  loves  hart. 

But  Diane  beasts  with  <!up*d':  dart. 

in. 

I  SAW,  in  secret  to  my  dame 
How  little  Cupid  humbly  cam  \ 


And  said  to  her ;  "  AU  hayle,  my  mother  1** 
But,  when  he  saw  me  laugh,  for  shsme 
His  face  with  bashfiill  blood  did  flame. 
Not  knowing  Venus  from  the  other. 
*'  Then,  never  blush,  Cupid,  quoth  I, 
For  many  have  err'd  in  this  beauty." 

Upon  a  day,  as  Love  lay  sweetly  slumbrbg 
All  in  in  his  mothers  lap; 
I  A  gentle  bee,  with  his  loud  trumpet  murm'ring. 
About  him  flew  by  hap. 

Whereof  when  he  was  wakened  with  the  noyse,    5 
And  saw  the  beast  so  small ; 
'*  Whats  this  (quoth  he)  that  gives  so  great  a  voyce 
That  wakens  men  withall  1 " 
In  angry  wise  he  flies  about. 
And  uireatens  all  widi  conge  stout.  10 

To  whom  his  mother  closely  smiling  sayd, 
Twizt  earnest  and  'twixt  game : 
"  See !  thou  thyselfe  likewise  art  lyttle  made^ 
If  thou  regard  the  same* 


4t4 


POEMS. 


And  yet  thou  saffiest  neyther  gods  in  skjr,  15 

Nor  men  in  earth,  to  rest : 

But,  when  thou  art  disposed  cruelly, 

Theyr  sleepe  thou  doost  molest. 

Then  eyther  change  thy  cruelty, 

Or  give  like  leave  unto  the  fly.**  SO 

Nathelesse,  the  cruell  hoy,  not  so  content, 

Would  needs  the  fly  pursue ; 

And  in  his  hand,  with  heedlesse  hardiment, 

Him  caught  for  to  suhdue. 

But,  when  on  it  he  hasty  hand  did  lay,  S5 

The  bee  him  stung  therefore : 

"  Now  out  alas,  he  cryde,  and  well  away, 

I  wounded  am  full  sore : 

The  fly,  that  I  so  much  did  scorae, 

iiath  burt  me  with  his  little  home."  30 

Unto  his  mother  straight  he  weeping  came. 

And  of  his  griefe  complayned : 

Who  could  not  cbuse  hut  laugh  at  his  fond  game, 

Tliough  sad  to  see  him  pained.  [smart  55 

"  Think  now  (quoth  she)  my  son,  how  great  the 

Of  those  whom  thou  dost  wound : 

Full  many  thou  hast  pricked  to  the  hartj 

That  pitty  never  found : 
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I'berefore,  henceforth  some  pitty  take. 

When  thou  doest  spoyle  of  lovers  make."  4G 

She  tooke  him  streight  full  pitiously  lamenting. 

And  wrapt  him  in  her  smock : 

She  wrapt  him  softly,  all  the  while  repenting 

That  he  the  fly  did  mock. 

She  dreat  his  wound,  and  it  embaulmed  well 

With  salve  of  soveraigne  might  : 

And  then  she  bath'd  him  in  a  dainty  well. 

The  well  of  deare  delight. 

Who  would  not  oft  be  stung  as  this. 

To  be  so  hath'd  in  Venus  blis  1 

The  wanton  boy  was  shortly  wel  recored 

Of  that  his  malady : 

But  he,  soone  after,  fresh  again  enux«d 

His  former  cruelty. 

And  since  that  time  he  wounded  hath  my  selfe     55 

With  his  sharpe  dart  of  love : 

And  now  forgets  the  cruell  carelesae  elfe 

His  mothers  beast  to  prove. 

So  now  I  languish,  till  he  please 

My  pining  anguish  to  appease.  60 
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Daru  is  the  day,  when  Phoebus  face  is  shrouded, 
And  weaker  sights  may  wander  soone  astray : 
But,  when  they  see  his  glorious  rays  unclouded. 
With  steddy  steps  they  keep  the  perfect  way : 
So,  while  this  muse  in  forratne  land  doth  stay. 
Invention  weeps,  and  pens  are  cast  aside  ; 
The  time,  like  night,  deprived  of  chearfuU  day ; 
And  few  do  write,  bat  (ah  !)  too  soon  may  slide. 
Then,  hie  thee  home,  that  art  our  perfect  guide. 
And  with  thy  wil  illustrate  England*s  fame, 
Daunting  thereby  our  neighbours  ancient  pride, 
That  do,  for  poesie,  challenge  chiefest  name : 
So  we  that  live,  and  s^es  that  succeed, 
With  great  applause  thy  learned  works  shall  read. 

G.  W.  Senior. 


Ah  !  Colin,  whether  on  the  lowly  plaine. 
Piping  to  shepherds  thy  sweet  roundelavs : 
Or  whether  singing,  in  some  lofty  yainei 
Heroicke  deeds  of  past  or  present  days ; 
Or  whether  in  Ihy  lovely  mistresse  praise. 
Thou  list  to  exercise  thy  learned  quiIl ; 
Thy  muse  hath  got  such  grace  and  power  to  ple«se 
With  rare  invention,  beautified  by  skill,  * 

As  who  therein  can  ever  ioy  their  fill ! 
O  I  therefore  let  that  happy  muse  proceed 
To  clime  the  height  of  Vertues  sacred  hill. 
Where  endlesse  honour  shall  be  made  thy  meed ; 
Because  no  malice  of  succeeding  daies 
Can  rase  those  records  of  thy  lasting  praise. 

G.  W.  JvNioft. 


SONNETS. 
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1. 


Happt,  ye  leaves !  when  as  those  lilly  hands, 
Which  hold  mj  life  in  their  dead-doing  might, 
Shall  handle  yon,  and  hold  in  loves  soft  hands, 
Lyke  captives  tremhling  at  the  rictors  sight. 
And  happy  lines !  on  which,  with  starry  light, 
Those  lamping  eyes  will  deigne  sometimes  to  look,  ' 
And  reade  the  sorrowes  of  my  dyine  spright. 
Written  with  teares  in  harts  close-hieeding  hook. 
And  happy  rymes  t  hath'd  in  the  sacred  brooke  • 
Of  Helicon,  whence  she  derived  is ; 
When  ye  behold  that  angela  blessed  looke, 
My  soules  long-lacked  food,  my  heavens  blis ; 
^Leaves,  lines,  and  rjrmes,  seeke  her  to  please  alone, 
Whom  if  ye  please,  I  care  for  other  none  1^ 


n. 


Ukqttizt  thought !  whom  at  the  first  I  bred 
Of  th'  inward  t>ale  of  my  love-pined  hart ; 
And  sithens  have  with  sighes  and  sorrowea  fed. 
Till  greater  then  my  wombe  thoo  wozen  art : 
Bresle  forth  at  length  out  of  the  inner  part. 
In  which  thou  lurkest  lyke  to  vipers  brood ; 
And  seeke  some  snccour  both  to  ease  my  smart,  • 
And  also  to  snstayne  thy  selfe  with  food. 
But,  if  in  presence  of  that  fayrest  proud 
Thou  chance  to  come,  fall  lowl v  at  her  feet ; 
And,  with  meek  humblesse  and  afflicted  mood. 
Pardon  for  thee,  and  grace  for  me,  intreat : 

\Vhtch  if  she  graunt,  then  live,  and  my  love  cherish: 
If  not,  die  soone  ;  and  I  with  thee  will  perish. 


ITT. 


Thb  soverayne  beauty  which  1  doo  admyre, 
Witnasse  the  world  how  worthy  to  be  prayzed !    -f- 
The  light  whereof  hath  kindled  heavenly  fyre 
In  my  fraile  spirit,  by  her  from  basenesse  raysed  ; 
Thst  being  now  with  her  huge  brightnesseaazed. 
Base  thing  I  can  no  more  endure  to  view  : 
But,  lookmg  still  on  her,  I  stand  amazed 
At  wondrous  sight  of  so  celestiall  hew. 
8o  when  my  touog  would  speak  her  praises  dew. 
It  stopped  IS  with  thoughts  astonishment ; 
And,  when  my  pen  would  write  her  titles  true. 
It  ravisbt  is  with  fancies  wonderment : 
Yet  in  my  hart  1  then  both  speak  and  write 
The  wonder  that  my  wit  cannot  endite. 


IV. 


Nsw  yeare,  fortli  looking  out  of  lanusj^te, 
Doth  seeme  to  promise  hope  of  new  d^ght : 
And,  bidding  th  old  adieu,  his  paswlrdate 
Bids  all  old  thoughts  to  die  in  dumpish  spright : 
And,  caUing  forth  out  of  sad  Winters  night 
Freah  Lo?e,that  lonr  hath  slept  in  eheerlesse  bower. 
Wile  him  awake,  and  soone  about  him  dight 
His  wanton  wings  and  darts  of  deadly  power. 
For  lusty  Spring  now  in  his  timely  howre 
Is  ready  to  come  forth,  him  to  receive ; 
And  warns  the  earth  with  diverscolord  flowre 
To  decke  hir  sflfc ,  and  her  faire  mantle  weave. 
Then  you,  faire  flo«rre !  in  whom  fresh  youth  doth 
Prepare  your  selfe  new  love  to  eutertaine.  [raine, 

v. 

RvnsLY  tliou  wrongest  my  deare  harts  desire. 
In  finding  fault  with  her  too  portly  pride : 
The  thing  which  1  doo  most  in  her  admire, 
h  of  tlie  world  unworthy  mo&t  envide  : 


For  in  those  loftie  lookes  is  close  implide. 

Scorn  of  base  things,  and  sdeigne  of  foul  dishonour ; 

lliretning  rash  eies  which  gaze  on  her  so  wide, 

That  loosely  they  ne  dare  to  looke  upon  her. 

Such  pride  is  praise  ;  such  portlinesse  is  honor ; 

That  boldoed  innocence  beares  in  hir  eies  ; 

And  her  faire  countenance,  like  a  goodly  banner, 

Spreds  in  defiaunce  of  all  enemies. 

Was  never  in  this  world  aught  worthy  tride. 
Without  some  spark  of  such  self-pleasing  pride. 

VI. 

*  Bb  nought  dismayd  that  her  unmoved  mind  *      > 

*  Doth  atill  persist  in  her  rebellious  pride :    " 

*  Such  love,  not  lyke  to  lusts  of  baser  kynd,  . 
<The  harder  wonne,  the  firmer  will  abide.    - 

The  durefull  oake,  whose  sap  is  not  yet  dride, 
Is  long  ere  it  conceive  the  kindling  fyre ; 
But,  when  it  once  doth  bume,  it  doth  divide 
Great  heat,  and  makes  his  flames  to  heaven  aspire. 
So  hard  it  is  to  kindle  new  desire 
In  gentle  brest,  that  shall  endure  for  ever : 
Deepe  is  the  wound,  that  dints  the  parts  entire 
With  chaste  afifects  that  nought  but  death  can  sever  ; 
Then  thinke  not  long  in  taking  little  peine 
To  knit  the  knot,  that  ever  shall  remaine. 


VII^ 

<  Fatrb  eyea !  the  myrrour  of  my  mazed  hart, 
»  What  wondrous  vertue  is  contayn'd  in  you, 

*The  which  both  lyfe  and  death  forth  from  you  dart, 

« Into  the  obiect  of  your  mighty  view  ? 
For,  when  ye  mildly  looke  with  lovely  hew, 

't  Then  is  my  soule  with  life  and  love  inspired . 

\But  when  ye  lowre,  or  looke  on  me  askew, 

«Then  do  I  die,  as  one  with  lightning  fyred. 
But,  since  that  lyfe  is  more  than  death  desyred, 
Looke  ever  lovely,  as  becomes  you  best ; 
That  your  bright  beams,  of  my  weak  eies  admyred. 
May  kindle  living  fire  within  my  brest. 
Such  life  should  be  the  honor  of  your  light. 
Such  death  the  sad  enssmple  of  your  might. 

viu. 

Mors  then  most  faire,  full  of  the  living  fire. 
Kindled  above  unto  the  Maker  nere ; 
No  eiea  but  ioyes,  in  which  al  powers  conspire. 
That  to  the  world  naught  else  be  counted  deare ; 
Thrugh  your  bright  beams  doth  not  the  blinded  guest 
Shoot  out  his  duts  to  base  affections  wound ; 
Bu:  angels  come  to  lead  fraile  mindes  to  rest 
In  chast  desires,  on  heavenly  beauty  bound. 
You  frame  my  thoughts,  ana  fiuhion  me  within  ; 
You  stop  my  toung,  and  teach  my  hart  to  speake ; 
You  calme  the  storme  that  passion  did  begin, 
Strong  thrugh  your  cause,  but  by  your  vertue  weak. 

Dark  is  the  world,  where  your  light  shined  never ; 

Well  is  he  borne,  that  may  behold  you  ever. 

<  Long-while  I  sought  to  what  I  might  compare 

•  '1  hose  powrefull  eies,  which  lighten  my  dark  spright ; 
•Yet  find  I  nought  on  earth,  to  which  1  dare 

» Resemble  th'  ymage  of  their  goodly  light 
.  Not  to  the  sun  ;  for  they  doo  shine  by  night; 
'  Nor  to  the  moone  •,  for  they  are  changed  never ; 

•  Nor  to  the  starres ;  for  they  have  purer  sight  i 

•  Nor  to  the  fire ;  for  they  conanme  not  ever 
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Nor  to  tbe  %htmng^ ;  for  tbey  still  peraeter ; 
Nor  to  the  diamond ;  for  they  are  mora  tender ; 
Nor  nnto  cristall ;  for  nought  maj  them  aever ; 
Nor  unto  glasne ;  such  haseneese  mooght  offend  her. 

Then  to  the  Maker  selfe  they  likest  be, 
I     Whose  light  doth  lighten  all  that  here  we  see. 

UNRiOBTaous  Lord  of  Love,  what  law  is  this, 
That  me  thoa  makest  thus  tomentod  be. 
The  whiles  she  lordeth  in  licentious  blisse 
Of  her  freewill,  sooming  both  thee  and  me  1 
See !  how  the  tyiannesse  doth  ioy  to  see 
The  huge  massacres  which  her  eyes  do  make ;  ■ 
And  humbled  harts  brings  capttre  unto  thee,   - 
That  thou  of  them  mayst  migntie  rengeance  take. 
But  her  proud  hart  doe  ihou  a  little  shake, 
And  that  high  look,  with  which  she  doth  comptroll 
All  this  worlds  pride,  bow  to  a  baser  make. 
And  al  her  faults  in  thy  black  books  enroll : 

That  I  may  laugh  at  her  in  eonall  sort,       [sport. 

As  she  doth  lai^h  at  me,  ana  makes  my  pain  her 

zi. 

Daylt  when  I  do  seeke  and  sew  for  peace. 

And  hostages  doe  offer  for  my  truth ; 

She,  cniell  wairiour,  doth  herselfe  addresse 

To  battell,  and  the  weaiy  war  renew'th ; 

Ne  wilbe  moor'd  with  reason,  or  with  rewth. 

To  graunt  small  respit  to  my  restlesse  toile ; 

But  greedily  her  feu  intent  poursewth. 

Of  my  poore  life  to  make  unpittied  spoile. 

Yet  my  poore  life,  all  sonowes  to  assoyle, 

I  would  her  yield,  her  wrath  to  pacify ; 

But  then  she  seeks,  with  torment  sad  turmoyle. 

To  force  me  live,  and  will  not  let  me  dy. 

All  peine  hath  end,  and  eveiy  war  hath  peace ; 

But  mine,  no  piioe  nor  prayer  may  surcease. 

xn. 

0ns  day  I  sought  with  her  hart-thriUing  eies 
To  make  a  truce«  and  termes  to  entertaine : 
All  fesrlesse  then  of  so  false  entmiea. 
Which  sought  me  to  entnp  in  treasons  traine. 
So,  as  I  then  disarmed  did  remaine, 
A  wicked  ambush  which  lay  bidden  loog. 
In  the  close  covert  of  her  guilfnl  eyen, 
llience  breaking  forth,  did  thick  about  me  throng. 
Too  feeble  1 1*  abide  the  brunt  so  strong, 
Was  forst  to  yield  my  seUe  into  their  bands ; 
Who,  me  captiving  straight  with  rigorous  wrong. 
Have  ever  smce  kept  me  in  emeU  ^ds« 
So,  ladie,  now  to  you  I  doo  complsine. 
Against  your  eies,  thst  iustioe  I  msy  gaine. 

zm. 

In  that  proud  port,  which  her  so  goodly  graceth. 
Whiles  her  fiure  fsioe  she  reares  up  to  the  skie. 
And  to  the  ground  her  eie-lids  low  embaaeth. 
Most  goodly  temperature  ye  may  descry ; 
Myld  humbiesae,  mixt  with  awUiU  maiestie. 
For,  looking  on  the  earth  whence  she  was  borne. 
Her  minde  remembreth  her  mortalitie, 
Whatso  is  fayrest  shall  to  earth  retume. 
But  that  same  lofty  eovnteoance  seemes  to  scome 
Base  thing,  and  thmke  how  she  to  heaven  may  clime ; 
Treading  downe  earth  as  lothsome  and  forlome, 
That  hinders  heavenly  thoughts  with  drossy  slime. 

Yet  lowly  still  vouchsafe  to  looke  on  me ; 

Such  lowlinesae  shall  make  you  lof^  be. 


-    I 


Reidurivs  agayne,  my  forces  late  dissuyd* 

Unto  the  siege  by  you  abandon*d  quite. 

Great  shame  it  is  to  lesve,  like  one  afirayd. 

So  faire  a  peece,  for  one  repulse  so  light. 

*Gaynst  such  strong  castles  oeedeth  greater  miglit 

Theia  thoee  small  forts  which  ye  were  wont  beUy  : 

Such  haughty  mynds,  enur*d  to  hardy  fight, 

Disdayne  to  yield  unto  the  first  assay. 

Bring  therefore  all  the  forces  that  ye  Bsay, 

And  lay  incessant  battery  to  her  heart ; 

Playnts,  pnyera,  vowes,  ruth,  s(»iow,  and  diaaaay  ; 

Those  eneins  can  the  proudest  love  convert : 

And,  itthose  &yle,  fall  down  and  dy  befiore  ker ; 

So  dying  live,  and  living  do  adore  Mr. 

%  Yb  tradefoU  merchants,  that,  with  weaory  toyle, 
« Do  seeke  most  pretious  things  to  make  ywa  gain ; 
t  And  both  the  Indies  of  their  treasure  qwile  \ 
•What  needeth  you  to  seeke  so  farre  in  vaine? 

•  For  loe,  my  love  doth  in  her  selfe  containe 

%  All  this  worlds  riches  that  may  farre  be  found :    «-« 
^  If  saphyres,  loe,  her  eies  be  saphyres  plaine  \ 

•  If  rubiea,  loe,  hir  lips  be  rabies  souna ; 

« If  pearles.  hir  teeth  be  pearles,  both  pure  and  nMuid ; 

I  If  jTvorie,  her  forehead  yvory  weene ; 

I  If  g[old,  her  locks  are  finest  gold  on  groond ; 

\  If  silver,  her  faire  hands  are  silver  sheene : 

,     But  that  which  fiurest  is,  but  lew  behold, 

•  Her  mind  adornd  with  rertues  imnifoW. 


Onb  day  as  I  unwarily  did  gan 
On  those  fayre  eyes,  my  loves  immortaD  liglit ; 
11m  whiles  my  stonisht  hart  stood  in  amase. 
Through  sweet  illusioa  of  her  lookea  deligfat ; 
1  mote  perceive  how,  in  her  glaundnf  sjght. 
Legions  of  loves  wiUi  little  wings  did  fly ; 
Darting  their  deadlv  arrows,  fyry  bright. 
At  every  rash  beholder  pasaiiiff  by. 
One  of  thoee  archers  doaely  I  did  ^y, 
Ayming  his  arrow  at  my  verr  hut : 
When  suddenly,  with  twincM  of  her  eye. 
The  damsell  broke  hia  misintended  dart. 

Had  she  not  so  doon,  sure  I  had  bene  sbyne  ^ 
Yet  as  it  wss,  I  hardly  acap't  with  paine. 


Trx  glorious  ponrtraiet  of  dint  sngds  Inoe, 
Made  to  amaae  weake  mens  oonftiaed  Ail, 
And  this  worlds  worthlease  glory  to  embese. 
What  pen,  what  pencill,  can  exprease  her  fiU  f 
For  though  he  oolonn  could  deviae  at  wfll. 
And  eke  his  learned  hand  at  pleasure  guide. 
Least,  trembling,  it  bis  workmanahip  should  spill ; 
Yet  many  wondrous  diinrs  there  are  beside ; 
The  sweet  eye-glaunoes,  uat  like  arrowes  glide ; 
The  charming  smiles,  that  rob  senoe  from  ttie  hut ; 
The  lovely  pleasaunoe ;  and  the  lofky  pride ; 
Cannot  expressed  be  by  any  art. 

A  greater  orafteemans  hand  thereto  dodi  neede. 
That  can  expresse  the  life  of  thmgs  indeed. 

xvm. 

Thx  rolling  wheele  that  runneth  often  round. 
The  hardest  Steele,  in  tract  of  time  doth  tears- 
And  drizling  drops,  that  often  doe  redound, 
llie  firmest  flint  doth  in  oontinnanee  weare : 
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X  et  cannot  I,  with  many  a  drooping  teare 
And  long  intreaty ,  loflen  her  hard  hart ; 
That  ahe  will  once  vouchsafe  my  plaint  to  heare, 
.Or  looke  with  pitty  on  my  payneml  smart ; 
But,  when  I  pleade,  ahe  hids  me  play  my  part ; 
And,  when  I  weep,  she  sayea,  Teares  are  out  water. 
And,  when  I  aigh,  she  sayea,  I  know  the  art; 
And,  when  I  waile,  she  tnrnea  hir  selfe  to  laughter. 
So  do  I  weepe,  and  wayle,  and  pleade  in  raine, 
Mobiles  she  as  Steele  and  flint  doth  stUl  remayne. 


Tbm  marry  oookow,  meaaenger  of  springi 
His  trompet  shrill  hath  thriae  already  sounded. 
That  wamea  al  lovera  wayte  upon  their  king, 
Who  now  is  coming  forth  with  girland  crooned. 
With  noyae  whereof  the  qujrre  of  byrds  resounded, 
Their  anthemea  aweet,  devised  of  lorea  prayae. 
That  aU  the  woods  theyr  ecchoes  hack  rebounded, 
As  if  they  knew  the  moaning  of  their  li^ea. 
But  mongat  them  all,  which  did  Lorea  honor  rayaa, 
No  word  was  heard  of  her  that  most  it  ought ; 
But  she  his  precept  proudly  disobayea. 
And  doth  his  ydle  maasaga  set  at  nought. 

Therefore,  0  Love,  unleaaa  aba  tome  to 

Ere  cttckow  end,  let  her  a  rebell  be  I 


XX. 


In  yaine  I  seeke  and  aew  to  her  for  grace. 
And  doe  myne  humbled  hart  before  her  poure ; 
The  whiles  her  foot  ahe  in  my  necke  dotn  place, 
And  tread  my  life  downe  in  the  lowly  floure. 
And  yet  the  lyon  that  is  lord  of  power,. 
And  reigneth  over  OTery  beast  in  field. 
In  bis  most  pride  disdeigneth  to  devoure 
The  silly  lambe  that  to  his  might  doth  yield. 
But  she,  more  cruell,  and  more  salvage  wyLda, 
Than  either  lyon  or  the  lyoneaae ; 
Shames  not  to  be  with  goiltlesse  bload  def^lde , 
But  taketh  gloir  in  her  cruelnesse. 
Payrer  then  niyreat!  let  none  ever  say. 
That  ye  were  blooded  in  a  yeelded  pray. 


''  ixti 


Was  it  the  works  of  nature  or  of  art. 

Which  tempred  ao  the  feature  of  her  face, 

That  pride  and  meeknease,  mixt  by  eouall  part, 

Doe  both  a^peare  t*  adome  her  beautiea  grace  T 

For  with  mild  pleasanoe,  which  doth  pride  displace. 

She  to  her  love  doth  lookera  eyea  allure  ; 

And,  with  stem  countenance,  Dack  again  dothchace 

Their  looser  lookea  that  8t(\up  lustes  impure  ; 

With  such  stfinge  termes  her  eyes  she  doth  inni«, 

That,  with  one  looke,  ahe  doth  my  life  dismay ; 

And  with  another  doth  it  atreight  recure ; 

Her  amile  me  drawee ;  her  frowne  me  drivea  away. 

lliua  doth  she  traine  and  teach  me  with  her  lookes ; 

Such  art  of  eyea  I  never  read  in  bookea  I 

xxu« 

Thu  holv  aeaaon,  fit  to  fast  and  pray, 

Men  to  devotion  ought  to  be  inciynd : 

Therefore,  I  lykewise,  on  so  holy  day. 

For  my  sweet  saynt  some  service  fit  wiD  find. 

Her  temple  fay  re  is  built  within  my  mind, 

In  which  her  glorious  ymsge  placed  is; 

On  which  my  thoughts  dooday  and  night  attend, 

Lyke  sacred  priests  that  never  thioke  amisse ! 


There  I  to  her,  as  th'  author  of  my  blisse, 
Will  builde  an  altar  to  appeaae  her  yre ; 
And  on  the  aame  my  hart  will  sacrifise, 
Burning  in  flsmes  of  pure  and  ehaate  deayre : 
The  which  vonchsafo,  O  goddease,  to  accept. 
Amongst  thy  deerest  relicks  to  be  kept. 

XXIII. 

PsNBLorB,  for  her  Ulisses  sake, 
Deviz'd  a  web  her  wooers  to  deceare; 
In  which  the  worke  that  ahe  all  day  did  make. 
The  same  at  night  she  did  againe  unreave : 
Such  aubtile  craft  my  dams^  dothconcea?e, 
Th'  importune  suit  of  my  desire  to  shonne : 
For  all  that  I  in  many  dayea  do  weave. 
In  one  short  houre  I  find  by  her  undonne* 
So,  when  I  thinke  to  end  thst  I  begonne, 
I  must  begin  and  never  bring  to  end : 
For  with  one  looke  ahe  spils  that  long  I  sponne; 
And  with  one  word,  my  whole  yeara  work  doth  rend 
Such  labour  like  the  spyders  web  I  ^d, 
Whose  firuitlesse  works  is  broken  with  least  wynd 

XXIV. 

Wnsir  I  beheld  that  beautiea  wonderment, 
And  nre  peffbction  of  each  goodly  part ; 
Of  natnrea  skill  the  onely  complement ; 
I  honor  and  admire  the  Makera  art. 
But  when  I  feele  the  bitter  balefiill  amart. 
Which  her  fayre  eyea  nn wares  doe  worke  in  mee. 
That  death  out  of  theyr  ahiny  beamea  doe  dart ; 
I  thinke  that  I  a  new  Pandora  see. 
Whom  all  the  gods  in  conn<Se]l  did  agree 
Into  this  sinfuu  world  from  heaven  to  send ; 
That  she  to  wicked  men  a  scoum  should  bee, 
For  all  their  faulta  with  which  they  did  offend. 
But,  since  ye  are  my  scourge,  I  will  intreat. 
That  for  my  faulta  ye  will  me  gently  beat. 


How  long  ahall  thia  lyke  dying  lyfe  endure. 
And  know  no  end  of  her  owne  myaery. 
But  waat  and  weare  away  in  termea  unauie, 
Twixt  feare  and  hops  dspending  doubtfully  t 
Yst  better  were  attonce  to  let  me  die. 
And  ahow  the  last  enaample  of  your  pride ; 
Then  to  torment  me  thus  with  crusl^. 
To  prove  your  powre,  which  I  too  wel  have  tiidew 
But  yet  if  in  your  hardned  brast  ye  bids 
A  closs  intsnt  at  last  to  ahsw  ms  ^rscs ; 
Then  all  the  woea  and  wrecka  which  I  abide, 
Aa  msanea  of  blisas  I  gladly  wil  smbrsos ; 
And  wish  that  mors  sad  grsstsr  they  might  be. 
That  grsstsr  mssds  at  Isst  may  turns  to  mss. 

vxxvi.*. 

SwxxT  Is  ths  rose,  but  growea  upon  a  brprs ; 

Sweet  is  the  iunipeer,  but  sharpe  hia  bough  ; 

Sweet  is  the  eglantine,  but  pricketh  nera ; 

Sweet  is  the  fitrbloome,  but  his  braunches  rough ; 

Sweet  ia  the  cyprease,  but  hia  rynd  ia  rough ; 

Sweet  ia  the  nut,  but  bitter  is  his  pill ; 

Sweet  is  the  broome-flowre,  but  yet  sowre  enough  ^ 

And  sweet  is  moly«  but  his  root  is  ill. 

So  every  sweet  wiUi  soure  is  tempred  still. 

That  maketh  it  be  coveted  the  more  : 

For  easie  things,  that  may  be  got  at  will. 

Most  sorts  of  men  doe  set  but  little  store. 
Why  then  should  I  accompt  of  little  peine, 
I'bat  ehdlesse  pleasure  shall  unto  me  gains  f 
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XXVII. 

Faibb  proud !  now  tell  me,  why  should isire  be  proad, 

Sith  b1i  worlds  ^lorie  is  but  drosse  uocletne. 

And  in  the  shade  of  death  it  selfe  shall  shroad, 

Howerer  now  thereof  ye  little  weene ! 

That  goodly  idoll,  now  so  py  beseene. 

Shall  doffe  her  fleshes  borrowd  fayre  attyre , 

And  be  forgot  as  it  had  never  beene  ; 

That  many  now  much  worship  and  admire ! 

Ne  any  then  ahall  after  it  inquire, 

Ne  any  mention  ahall  thereof  remaine. 

But  what  this  verse,  that  never  shsll  ezpyre, 

Shall  to  your  purehas  with  her  thankles  pain  ! 

Fairs  f  be  no  lenger  proud  of  that  shall  perish  ; 
But  that,  which  shall  you  make  immortall,  cherish. 

xxmt, 

Thb  laurel-leafe,  which  you  this  day  doe  weare, 
Givea  me  great  hope  of  your  relenting  mynd : 
For  since  it  is  the  badge  which  I  doe  beve. 
Ye,  bearing  it,  doe  seeme  to  me  inclind  : 
llie  powre  thereof,  which  ofte  in  me  I  find, 
J^et  it  lykewise  your  gentle  brest  inspire 
With  sweet  infusion,  and  put  you  in  mind 
Of  that  proud  msyd,  whom  now  those  leaves  attyre : 
Proud  Uaphne,  scorning  Phcebus  lovely  iyre, 
On  the  ThessaUan  iihore  from  him  did  me : 
For  which  the  gods,  in  theyr  revengeful!  yre. 
Did  her  trsnsforme  into  a  laurell-tree. 
Then  fly  no  more,  fayre  Love,  from  Pbebus  cbace. 
But  in  your  brest  hi's  leafe  and  love  embrace.    ' 

xxiz. 

SsB  I  how  the  atubbome  clamsell  doth  deprave 
My  simple  meaning  with  disdaynfull  scome  ', 
And  by  the  bay,  which  I  unto  her  gave, 
Accoumpts  my  self  her  captive  quite  forlorne. 
The  bay,  quoth  site,  is  of  tne  victours  born. 
Yielded  them  by  the  vanquish t  as  tlieyr  meeds, 
And  they  therewith  doe  Poetes  heads  adorne. 
To  sing  the  glory  of  their  fumous  deeds. 
But  siu  she  will  the  conquest  challeng  needs, 
Let  her  accept  me  as  her  raithfiill  thrall ; 
That  her  great  triumph,  which  my  skill  exceeds, 
1  may  in  trump  of  fame  blaxe  over  alL 

Then  would  I  decke  her  head  with  glorious  bayes. 
And  fill  the  world  with  her  victorious  prayse. 


Mr  love  is  lyke  to  yse,  and  I  to  fyre  ; 
How  comes  it  then  that  this  her  cold  so  great 
Is  not  dissolv'd  through  my  so  hot  desyre. 
But  harder  g^wea  the  more  I  her  intreat  I 
Or  how  comes  it  that  my  exceeding  heat 
Is  not  delayd  by  her  hart-froxen  cold ; 
But  that  1  bume  much  more  in  boyling  sweat. 
And  feele  my  flames  augmented  manifold  ! 
What  more  miraculous  thing  may  be  told. 
That  fire,  which  all  things  melts,  should  harden  yse; 
And  yse,  which  is  congeald  with  sencelesse  cold, 
Should  kindle  fyre  by  wonderful  devyse  ! 
Such  is  the  powre  of  love  in  gentle  mind, 
That  it  can  alter  all  the  course  of  kynd. 


XXXI. 


Ah  I  why  hatb  nature  to  so  hard  a  hart 
Given  so  goodly  giftes  of  beauties  grsce ! 
Whose  pryde  depraves  each  other  better  part, 
And  all  those  pretious  ornaments  deface. 


Sith  to  all  other  beastes.  of  bloody  race, 
A  dreadiiill  countenance  she  given  hath  ; 
That  with  theyr  terrour  all  the  rest  may  chaee. 
And  wane  to  shun  the  daunger  of  theyr  wrath. 
But  my  proud  one  doth  worke  the  greater  aeath. 
Through  aweet  allurement  of  htr  lovely  hew ; 
That  ahe  the  better  may,  in  bloody  bath 
Of  such  poors  thralls,  her  cruell  hands  embrew. 
But,  did  she  know  how  ill  these  two  accord. 
Such  cruelty  ahe  would  have  soone  abhord. 

xxxa. 

Tub  payneliil]  smith,  with  force  of  forrent  heat. 
The  nardeat  jrron  soone  doth  moUtfy ; 
That  with  hia  heavy  sledge  he  esn  it  beat. 
And  fashion  to  what  he  it  list  apply. 
Yet  cannot  all  these  flamea,  in  which  I  fry. 
Her  batt  more  hard  then  yron  aoft  a  whit; 
Ne  all  the  playnts  and  prayera,  with  which  I 
Doe  beat  on  tn'  andvile  of  her  stubbeme  wit : 
But  still,  the  more  she  fervoit  sees  my  fit. 
The  more  ahe  frieseth  in  her  wilfuU  pryde  ; 
And  harder  growes,  the  harder  she  is  smit 
With  all  the  playnts  which  to  her  be  applyde. 
What  then  remaines  but  1  to  ashes  bume. 
And  she  to  stones  at  length  all  froaen  tume ! 

XXXID. 

GsBAT  wrong  I  doe,  I  can  it  not  deny. 
To  that  most  sacred  empresse,  my  dear  dred. 
Not  finishing  her  Queene  of  Faery, 
That  mote  enlarge  her  living  prayses,  dead . 
But  Lodwick,  this  of  grace  to  me  aread  ; 
Do  ye  not  thinck  th*  accomplishraent  of  it, 
Suflicient  worke  for  one  mans  simple  head. 
All  were  if,  as  the  rest,  but  rudely  writ  1 
How  then  should  I,  without  anotlier  wit, 
Thinck  ever  to  endure  so  tedious  toyle ! 
Sith  that  this  one  is  tost  with  troublous  fit 
Of  a  proud  love,  that  doth  my  spirite  spoyle. 
Cease  then,  till  she  voucb<iafe  to  grawui  me  re:$t 
Or  lend  you  me  another  living  brest. 

xxxrv. 

Lyke  as  a  ship,  that  through  the  ocean  wyde. 
By  conduct  of  some  star,  doth  make  her  wsy  ; 
Whenas  a  storm  hath  dimd  her  trusty  guydV, 
Out  of  her  course  doth  wander  <ar  astray ! 
So  I,  whose  star,  that  wont  with  her  bright  ray 
Me  to  direct,  with  doudes  is  overroast,  ^ 

Doe  vrander  dow^  in  dttrknesse  and  dismay, 
Through  hidden  perils  round  about  me  plast ; 
^'et  hope  I  well  that,  when  this  storme  is  past. 
My  Helice,  the  lodestar  of  my  lyfe. 
Will  ahine  aeain,  and  looke  on  me  at  last. 
With  lovely  light  to  cleare  my  cloudy  grief. 
Till  then  I  wander  carefull,  comfortless, 
In  secret  aorrow,  and  sad  pensivenesse. 

Vjxxfo 
I  Mr  hungry  eyes,  through  greedy  covetiae 
.  Still  to  behold  the  obiect  of  their  paixke. 

With  no  contentment  can  themselves  suiBae  ; 

But,  having,  pine ;  and,  baring  not,  complaine. 

For,  lacking  it,  they  cannot  lyie  sustayne  ; 

And,  having  it,  they  gace  on  it  the  more ; 

I  a  their  amatement  lyke  Narcissus  vaxoe, 

Whose  eyes  him  starv*d :    ao  plenty   Ui..kes   mm 
|toora. 
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I  «  Yet  are  mine  eyes  bo  filled  with  the  store 
I  I  Of  tliat  fairs  sight,  that  nothing  else  they  hrooke, 
I    •  Bat  lothe  the  things  which  they  did  like  hefore, 
(And  can  no  more  endure  on  them  to  looke. 
I       Ail  this  worlds  glory  seemeth  vayne  to  me, 
I      And  all  their  abowes  bat  shadowes,  saving  she* 


XXXVI. 


Till  roe,  when  shall  theae  wearie  woes  hare  end. 
Or  shall  (heir  nithlesse  torment  never  cease ; 
But  al  my  days  in  pining  lengour  spend. 
Without  hope  of  asawagement  or  release  1 
Is  there  no  meanes  for  me  to  purchace  peace, 
Or  make  agreement  with  her  thrilling  eyes ; 
But  that  their  cruelty  doth  still  increace. 
And  davly  more  augment  my  miseryes  ? 
But,  wben  ye  have  shew'd  all  eztremityes. 
Then  think  how  little  glory  ye  have  gayned 
By  alaying  him,  whoae  lyfe,  though  ye  despyse, 
Mote  have  your  life  in  honour  long  maintayned. 
But  by  his  death,  which  some  perhaps  will  mone. 
Ye  shall  condemned  be  of  many  a  one. 

XXXV9. 

What  gnyle  is  this,  that  those  her  golden  tresses 
She  doth  attyre  under  a  net  of  gold ; 
And  with  sly  skill  so  cunningly  them  dresses, 
Thii  which  is  gold,  or  haire,  may  scarse  be  told  1 
Is  it  that  mens  frayle  eyes,  which  gaze  too  bold. 
She  may  entangle  in  that  golden  snare  ; 
AniJ,  being  caught,  may  craftily  enfold 
TheLr  weaker  harts,  which  aie  m    well  aware  t 
Take  heed,  therefore,  myne  eyes,  bow  ye  doe  stare 
Henceforth  too  nshly  on  that  guileful!  net, 
In  which,  if  ever  ye  entrapped  are. 
Out  of  her  bands  ye  by  no  meanes  shall  get. 
'      Foodnesse  it  were  for  any,  being  free. 
To  oovet  fetters,  though  they  golden  bee  I 

xxxvxn. 

AaiOTf,  when,  through  tempests  cruel  wnike. 
He  forth  was  thrown  into  the  greedy  seas  ; 
Through  the  sweet  musick,  which  his  harp  did  make, 
AUur*d  a  dolphin  him  from  death  to  ease. 
But  my  rude  musick,  which  was  wont  to  please 
Some  dainty  eares,  cannot,  with  any  skill, 
The  dread  full  tempest  of  her  wrath  appease, 
Nor  move  the  dolphin  from  her  stubborn  will, 
But  in  her  pride  she  dooth  persever  still. 
All  oarelesse  how  my  life  for  her  decayes: 
Vet  with  one  word  she  can  it  save  or  spill. 
To  spill  were  pitty,  but  to  save  were  prayse  1 
Chuse  rather  to  be  praysd  for  doing  good. 
Then  tu  be  bltimed  for  spilling  guiltlesse  blood. 

XXXIX. 

Sweet  Smile !  tiie  dausher  of  the  Queene  of  Love, 
F.x  pressing  all  thy  mouers  powrefuU  art. 
With  which  she  wants  to  temper  angry  love; 
When  all  the  goda  he  threats  with  tbundring  dart : 
Sweet  is  thy  vertue,  as  thy  selfe  sweet  art. 
For,  when  on  me  thou  abinedst  late  in  sadnesae, 
A  melting  pleasaunce  ran  through  evenr  part. 
And  me  revived  with  hart-robbing  glatmesse. 
Why  lest  rapt  withioy  resembling  heavenly  madness. 
My  SOI1I0  was  ravisht  quite  as  in  a  traunce ; 
And  feeling  thence,  no  more  her  sorrowes  sadnesae, 
F-^i  on  tli*  fulnesse  of  that  chearfuU  ^launce, 
Morv -tweet  than  nectar,  or  ambroeiall  meat, 
&e%<m'd  eW)  bit  which  thenceforth  I  did  eaL 


XL. 

Marx  when  she  amiles  with  amiable  cbeare. 
And  tell  me  whereto  can  ye  lyken  it ; 
When  on  each  eyelid  sweetly  doe  appeare 
An  hundred  graces  as  in  shade  to  sit. 
Lykest  it  seemeth,  in  my  simple  wit. 
Unto  the  fayre  aunshine  in  somen  daj ; 
That,  when  a  dreedfull  storme  away  is  flit, 
Thrugh  the  broad  world  doth  apred  his  goodly  ray 
At  sight  whereof,  each  bird  that  aits  on  spray, 
And  every  beast  that  to  his  den  was  fled. 
Comes  forth  afresh  out  of  their  late  dismay. 
And  to  the  light  lift  up  their  drouping  heo. 
So  my  storrae-beaten  hart  likewise  is  cheared 
With  that  sunshine,  when  cloudy  looks  are  cleared. 

ZLI. 

Is  it  her  nature,  or  is  it  her  will, 
To  be  so  cruell  to  an  humbled  foe  ? 
If  nature ;  then  she  may  it  mend  with  skill : 
If  will  i  then  she  at  will  may  will  forgoe. 
But  if  her  nature  and  her  will  be  ao. 
That  she  will  plague  the  man  that  lotres  her  most. 
And  take  delight  t'  encrease  a  wretchea  woe ; 
Then  all  her  natures  goodly  guifts  are  lost : 
And  that  same  glorious  beauties  ydle  boast 
Is  but  a  bayt  such  wretches  to  beguile. 
As,  being  long  in  her  loves  tempest  tost. 
She  meanes  at  last  to  make  her  pitious  spoyle. 
O  fayrest  fayre !  let  never  it  be  named. 
That  so  fayre  beauty  was  so  fowly  shamed. 

▲Ln. 

The  love  which  me  so  cruelly  tormenteth. 
So  pleasing  is  in  my  extreamest  peine. 
That,  all  the  more  my  sorrow  it  augmenteth. 
The  more  I  love  and  doe  embrace  my  bane. 
Ne  do  I  wish  (for  wishing  were  but  vaine)  ^ 

To  be  acquit  fro  my  continual  smart ; 
But  ioy,  her  thrall  for  ever  to  remayne, 
And  yield  for  pledge  my  poor  and  captyved  hart ; 
The  which,  tliat  it  from  her  may  never  start. 
Let  her,  yf  please  her,  bynd  with  adamant  chayne 
And  from  all  wandring  loves,  which  mote  per  fart 
His  safe  assurance,  stronsrly  it  restrayne. 
Onely  let  her  abstains  Irom  cruelty. 
And  doe  me  not  before  my  tune  to  dy. 

XLin. 

Shall  I  then  silent  be,  or  shall  I  speake  ? 

And,  if  I  speake,  her  wrath  renew  I  shall ; 

And,  if  I  silent  be,  my  hart  will  breake. 

Or  choked  be  with  overflowing  gall. 

What  tyranny  is  this,  both  my  hart  to  thrall, 

And  eke  my  toung  with  proud  restraint  to  tie ; 

That  neither  I  may  speake  nor  thinke  at  all,- 

But  like  a  stupid  stock  in  silence  die  I 

Yet  I  my  hart  with  silence  secretly 

Will  teach  to  speak,  and  my  iust  cause  to  plead  ; 

And  eke  mine  eies,  with  meek  humility, 

Love-learned  letters  to  her  eyes  to  read  ;  [spel. 
Which  her  deep  wit,  that  true  harta  thought  can 
Wil  soon  conceive,  and  leame  to  construe  well. 

xuv. 

Wrxm  those  renonmed  noble  peres  of  Greece, 
Through  stubborn  pride,  among  themselves  did  iar, 
ForgetfuU  of  the  famous  golden  fleeoe ; 
Then  Orpheus  with  his  harp  theyr  strife  did  bar. 
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But  Uiii  cootmiiBU,  oniell,  ciWll  wrarre, 
The  which  my  selfe  agiiinst  my  selfe  doe  make ; 
'Whilest  my  wenk  powrea  of  paaaiona  wanreid  aire ; 
No  akill  can  aitnt,  nor  reason  can  aalake. 
Bat,  when  in  hand  my  tnneleaM  harp  I  take, 
Then  doe  I  more  augment  my  foea  dmpight ; 
And  griefe  renew,  and  paaaiona  doe  awake 
To  hattaile,  freah  againat  my  lelfe  to  fight. 

Mongat  whome  the  more  I  aeeke  to  aettle  pence, 
The  move  I  fynd  their  malice  to  inoreaae. 

LsATa,  lady  I  in  yonr  glaase  of  cristall  dene. 
Your  goodly  aeUe  for  cTermora  to  Tew : 
And  in  mj  aelfe,  mj  inward  aelfe,  I  meane. 
Moat  lively  lyke  henold  your  lemblant  trew* 
Witlun  my  hart,  though  hardly  it  can  ahew 
Thinr  lo  diyine  to  tow  of  earthly  eye. 
The  myre  idea  of  your  oeleatiall  new 
And  erery  part  remainea  immortally : 
And  were  it  not  that,  through  your  cruelty. 
With  aorrow  dimmed  and  (»form'd  it  were. 
The  goodly  ymage  of  your  Tianomy, 
Clearer  than  cruSall,  would  therein  appere. 
But,  if  your  aelfe  in  me  ye  playne  will  aee, 
Remove  the  canae  by  which  your  &jre  beamea 
darknedbe. 

Whsh  my  tbodea  prefixed  time  ia  apent. 
My  crueu  fayre  atreight  bida  me  wend  my  way : 
But  then  from  heaven  moat  hideoua  atormea  are  aent, 
Aa  vrilling  me  against  her  will  to  stay. 
Whom  then  ahaU  I,  or  heaven  or  her,  obayT 
The  heavens  know  beat  what  is  the  best  for  me : 
But  aa  ahe  will,  whose  will  my  life  doth  away, 
My  lower  heaven,  ao  it  perforce  muat  be. 
But  ye  high  heavens,  that  all  this  aonowe  aee, 
Sith  all  your  tempeata  cannot  hold  me  baoke, 
Aswage  vour  atorma ;  or  else  both  you,  and  she. 
Will  botn  together  me  too  sorely  wracke. 
£nottgh  it  ia  for  one  man  to  auataine 
The  stormet,  which  aha  alone  on  me  doth  raine. 

XLTIX. 

NvtT  uot  the  treason  of  those  smyling  lookes, 
(UttiU  ye  have  their  guylefuU  tnynes  well  tryde : 
Kmt  they  sre  lyke  but  unto  golden  hookes, 
1'hat  from  the  foolish  fish  Ueyr  bayU  do  hyde : 
^  she  with  fiattring  smylea  weake  harta  doth  guyde 
l^nto  har  love,  and  lempte  to  theyr  decay; 
Whome,  being  caught,  she  kills  with  cruell  pryde. 
And  foeds  at  |il»aaure  on  the  wretched  pny : 
Yet,  even  whylat  her  bloody  hands  them  slay, 
Jler  eyes  looks  lovely,  and  upon  them  amyle ; 
Thst  they  take  pleasure  in  their  cruell  play. 
And,  dying,  doe  themselves  of  payne  beguyle. 
0  mighty  charm !  which  makes  men  love  theyr  bane, 
And  thlnck  they  dy  with  plessora,  live  with  pnyne. 

XLvm. 

Imhocint  piper  j  whom  too  omell  hand 
Did  make  the  matter  to  avenge  her  yre  : 
Aod,  ere  she  could  thy  cause  well  understand. 
Did  aaerifloe  unto  the  greedy  fyre. 
Well  worthv  thou  to  have  found  better  byre, 
llien  so  baa  end  for  hereticks  ordered ; 
Yet  heresy  nor  treason  didst  conspire. 
But  plead  thy  maisters  oause,  unJosUy  payned. 


Whom  she,  all  cariileaae  of  his  |^ef  oonstrayaed 

To  utter  forth  the  anguish  of  his  hart : 

And  would  not  heare,  when  he  to  her  complayned 

The  piteous  passion  of  his  dying  smart. 
Yet  live  for  ever,  though  against  her  will. 
And  speake  her  good,  though  she  requite  itiU 

Fayrb  cruell  t  why  are  ye  ao  fierce  and  cruell  I 
Is  it  because  your  eyea  nave  powre  to  kill  T 
Then  know  that  merey  ta  the  Mightiee  iewell 
And  greater  glory  think  to  save  then  spill. 
But  if  it  be  your  pleasure,  and  proud  will. 
To  ahew  the  powre  of  your  imperioas  eyes ; 
Then  not  on  him  that  never  thought  you  ill. 
But  bend  vour  force  againat  your  ensmyes : 
Let  them  mel  the  utmost  of  your  crueltyes ; 
And  kill  with  looks  aaeoekatncee  do: 
But  him,  diat  at  your  footstoole  humbled  lies 
With  merciful!  regard  give  mercy  to. 
Such  merey  ahul  you  make  adm3rr'd  to  be  ^ 
So  ahaU  you  live,by  giving  life  to  me. 

LoMo  languishing  in  double  mslady 
Of  my  harts  wound,  and  of  my  bodies  griefe; 
There  came  to  me  a  leach,  that  would  apply 
Fit  medicinea  for  my  bodies  best  reliefe. 
Vayne  man,  quoth  1,  that  bast  but  little  priefo 
In  deep  discovenr  of  the  mynds  disease ; 
Is  not  the  hart  of  all  the  body  cbiefe. 
And  rules  the  members  as  it  selfe  doth  please  t 
Then,  with  some  cordialls,  seeke  for  to  i4>peaae 
I'he  inward  languor  of  my  wounded  hart ; 
And  then  my  bmly  ahall  liave  shortljr  ease : 
But  such  aweet  cordialls  passe  physicians  art 

Then,  my  lyfea  leach !  doe  your  akill  revea  le  ; 

And,  with  one  salve,  both  liart  and  body  hedod- 

Dos  I  not  see  that  foyrest  ymagea 
Of  hardest  msrble  are  of  purpose  made. 
For  that  they  should  endure  through  many  ages, 
Ne  let  theyr  fomous  moniments  to  fodel 
Why  then  doe  I,  untraiode  in  loven  trade, 
Her  hardnea  blame,  which  I  ahouldmore  commend  1 
Sith  never  ought  was  excellent  asaade  ^ 
Which  waa  not  hard  t'  atcbieve  and  bring  to  end. 
Ne  ought  80  hard,  but  he,  that  would  attend. 
Mote  sofren  it  and  to  his  wUl  allure : 
So  do  I  hope  her  stubbome  hart  to  bend, 
And  that  it  then  more  stedfost  wUl  endure : 
)     Only  my  painea  wil  be  themore  to  gether ; 
But,  having  her,  my  ioy  vril  be  the  greater. 

So  oft  as  homeawrd  I  from  her  depart, 
I  go  lyke  one  that,  having  lost  the  field. 
Is  prisoner  led  away  with  heavr  bait, 
Deepoyld  of  warlike  aimea  ana  knowan  ahield. 
So  doe  I  now  my  self  a  prisoner  yield 
To  sorrow  and  to  aolitaiy  peine ; 
From  presenoe  (Mfmy  dearest  deare  exylde, 
Long-while  done  in  langour  to  ramaine. 
There  let  no  thought  of  loy,  or  pleasure  vaine. 
Dare  to  approach,  that  may  my  aolaoe  breed  i 
But  audden  dnmpa,  and  drary  sad  disdayna 
Of  all  worlds  glsdnesse,  more  my  torment  food. 
So  I  bar  absens  will  my  penannca  make. 
That  of  her  pre-'  '  »ay  takew 
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LIU. 

Tm  panther,  knowing  that  hii  spotted  hyde 
Doth  pleate  all  beasts,  bat  that  his  looks  them  (ny ; 
Within  a  bu^  his  dreadfii]  head  doth  hide, 
To  let  them  gaae,  whylst  he  on  them  mav  pnj : 
Right  so  mj  crueU  fkyn  with  me  doth  play ; 
For,  with  the  goodly  semblsnce  of  her  hew. 
She  doth  allorame  to  mine  owne  decay. 
And  then  no  merey  will  onto  me  abew. 
Great  ahame  it  is,  thing  ao  dirine  in  riew, 
Made  for  to  be  the  wonds  most  ornament. 
To  make  the  bayte  her  gaaera  to  embrew : 
Good  ahames  to  be  to  iU  an  instroment ! 
Bat  merey  dodi  with  beaatie  best  agree, 
Aa  in  theyr  Maker  ye  them  best  may  see. 

UT. 

Or  this  worlds  theatre  in  which  we  atay, 
My  lore,  like  the  spectator,  ydly  sits  ; 
Beholding  me,  that  all  the  pageanta  play, 
Disgnysing  diverslT  my  troobled  wits. 
Sometmies  I  ioy  when  glad  occasion  fita,  ^ 

And  maak  in  myrth  lyke  to  a  comedy : 
Soone  after,  when  my  ioy  to  sorrow  flits, 
I  waile,  and  make  my  woes  a  tragedy. 
Yet  ahe,  beholding  me  with  constant  eye, 
Belighta  not  in  my  merth,  nor  mes  my  smart : 
Bat,  when  I  langh,  ahe  mocka ;  and,  when  I  cry. 
She  hmghs,  and  naidana  erermore  her  hart. 
What  then  can  more  her  T  if  not  merth  nor  mona, 
She  ia  no  woman,  bat  a  senoeleaa  atone. 

80  oft  at  I  her  beaaty  doe  behold. 
And  therewith  doe  her  eraelly  compere, 
I  majTaxle  of  what  aabstsnce  was  the  moald. 
The  which  her  made  attonoe  so  craell  faire. 
Kot  earth ;  for  her  high  thoaghta  more  hearenly  are : 
Not  water ;  for  her  lore  doth  barne  like  fyre : 
Not  ayre ;  for  ahe  ia  not  so  light  or  tare : 
Not  iyre  :  for  she  doth  frieee  with  ikint  desire. 
Then  needs  another  element  inquire 
Whereof  she  mote  be  made ;  that  is,  the  skye. 
For  to  the  heaven  her  haagbty  looka  aspire : 
And  eke  her  love  is  pare  immortall  bye. 

Then,  sith  so  hearen  ye  lykened  are  the  best. 

Be  lyke  in  mercy  as  in  all  the  reat. 

Fatbb  ye  be  ane,  bat  craell  and  onkind. 

As  is  a  trgTBt  that  with  gxeedioease 

Hunts  amr  blovd  ;  when  he  by  chance  doth  find 

A  feeble  beast,  doth  lelly  him  oppreste. 

Fayre  be  ye  aure,  bat  jproad  and  pitilesoe. 

As  ia  a  atorme,  that  all  things  doth  proetrate ; 

Finding  a  trsa  alone  all  commrtleese, 

Beala  on  it  strongly,  it  to  ruinate. 

Fayxe  be  ye  aure,  bat  hard  and  obstinate, 

Aa  ia  a  rocke  smidat  the  nging  floods ; 

Gsynst  whieh,  a  ship,  of  succour  desolate, 

I>Dth  fftfer  wreck  both  of  her  selfe  end  goods. 
Thst  absp,  that  tree,  and  that  aame  besist,  sm  I, 
Whom  ya  doe  wvs^,  doe  roinei  end  deatroy. 

LTU. 

SwiBT  waitioiir !  when  shall  I  ha?e  peace  with  you  1 
High  time  it  ia  this  warre  now  ended  were ; 
Wbaeh  I  no  Icnger  can  endare  to  aue, 
N«  joor  ineeaaant  battiy  more  to  beare  * 


So  weake  my  powres,  so  sore  my  wounds,  appear. 
That  wonder  is  how  I  should  live  a  iot. 
Seeing  my  hart  throogh-launced  erery  where 
With  thousand  arrowes,  which  your  eies  have  shot . 
Yet  shoot  ye  sharpely  atill,  and  spare  me  not. 
But  glorr  thinke  to  make  theae  cruel  stoures. 
Ye  cruell  one  !  what  gloiy  can  be  got, 
In  alaying  him  that  would  live  gladly  youra ! 
Make  peace  therefore,  and  graunt  me  timely  grace, 
That  al  my  wounds  will  heale  in  little  space. 


LTUI. 


By  her  that  U  most  atsured  to  her  utfe, 
Wbakx  ia  th'  asaoiance  that  weake  flesh  reposeth 
In  her  own  powre,  end  soometh  others  ayae ; 
That  Booneat  fala,  when  aa  she  most  supposeth 
Her  selfe  assur'd,  snd  is  of  nought  sfirayd. 
All  fleah  ia  frayle,  and  all  her  atrength  unstsyd. 
Like  a  Taine  bubble  blowen  up  with  ayre ; 
Devouring  ^^e  and  changeful  chance  have  prayd. 
Her  glorioua  pride  that  none  may  it  repayre. 
Ne  none  ao  nch  or  wiae,  ao  strong  or  tayre. 
But  fiiyleth,  trusting  on  his  owne  aaaurance ; 
And  he,  that  atandeth  on  the  hygheat  atayre, 
Fala  loweat ;  fbr  on  earth  nought  hath  endurance. 
Why  then  doe  ye,  proud  fayre,  misdeeme  so  farre 
That  to  yoar  aelfe  ye  most  aaaured  arre ! 


Thbisb  hsppie  she  I  that  ia  ao  well  aasured 
Unto  her  aelfe,  and  aetled  so  in  hart. 
That  neither  will  for  better  be  allured, 
Ne  feard  with  worae  to  any  chaunce  to  atart ; 
But,  like  a  ateddy  ahip,  doth  atrongly  part 
The  raging  wavea,  and  keepea  her  course  slight ; 
Ne  ought  for  tempest  doth  from  it  depart, 
Ne  ought  for  fayrer  weathers  false  delight. 
Such  selfe-assurance  need  not  feare  the  apight 
Of  grudging  foea,  ne  favour  aeek  of  friends  : 
But,  in  the  stay  of  her  owne  atedfast  might. 
Neither  to  one  heraelfe  nor  other  benda. 

Most  happy  ahe,  that  most  aaaur'd  doth  reat ; 

But  he  most  happy,  who  each  one  lovea  best. 

LX. 

Thet,  that  ill  course  of  heavenly  apheares  are  skilc^ 
To  everv  planet  point  hia  sundry  years: 
In  which  her  circles  voysge  is  niffild. 
As  Mara  in  three-score  yeara  doth  run  hia  spheare. 
So,  aince  the  winged  god  his  planet  cleare 
Began  in  me  to  move,  one  yeare  ia  apent : 
The  which  doth  longer  unto  me  appeare. 
Then  al  those  fourty  which  my  lite  out-went 
Then  by  that  count,  which  lovera  books  invent. 
The  sphearea  of  Cupid  fourty  yearea  containea: 
Which  I  have  waated  in  long  languishment, 
Thst  seem*d  the  longer  for  my  greater  painea. 
But  let  my  lovea  myre  planet  abort  her  wayes. 
This  year  enauing,  or  efae  abort  my  dayea. 

^V 
Thb  gloriooa  image  of  theMakers  beaatie. 
My  aoverayne  aaynt,  the  idoU  of  my  thought. 
Dare  not  henceforth,  above  the  bounda  of  dewtie, 
T*  accuse  of  pride,  or  rashly  blame  for  ought. 
For  beins',  aa  ahe  ia,  divinely  wrought. 
And  of  the  brood  of  angels  heavenly  bom ; 
And  with  the  crew  of  blesaed  aajnts  upbrought. 
Each  of  which  did  her  with  theyr  guifts  adome ; 
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'  The  bod  of  ioy,  the  blos-some  of  the  mome, 
•  The  beame  of  li^ht,  whom  mortal  eyes  admyre  ; 
«  What  reason  is  it  then  bat  she  should  scome 
«  Ba^  things,  that  to  her  love  too  bold  aspire  ! 

Such  heavenly  formes  ought  rather  worshij>t  be, 
»       Theo  dare  be  loT*d  by  men  of  mesne  degree. 


Lxn. 


The  weary  yeare  his  race  now  having  run. 
The  new  begins  his  compast  course  anew : 
With  shew  of  morning  mylde  he  hath  begun. 
Betokening  peace  and  plen^  to  ensew. 
So  let  us,  which  this  chaunge  of  weather  rew, 
Chaunge  eke  our  mynds,  and  former  lives  amend ; 
The  old  yeares  ainnes  forepast  let  us  eschew. 
And  fly  tne  &ult8  with  which  we  did  offend. 
Then  shall  the  new  yeares  ioy  forth  freshly  send. 
Into  the  glooming  world,  his  gladsome  ny : 
And  all  uese  stormes,  which  now  his  beauty  blend, 
Shall  tume  to  calmes,  and  tymely  cleare  away. 
So,  likewise.  Love!  cheare  you  your  heavy  apright. 
And  chaunge  old  yeares  annoy  to  new  delight. 


After  long  stormes  and  tempests  sad  assay. 

Which  hardly  I  endured  heretofore, 

In  dread  of  death,  and  daungerons  dismay. 

With  which  my  silly  bark  was  tossed  so. 

I  doe  at  length  descry  the  happy  shore. 

In  which  I  hope  ere  long  for  to  arryve : 

Fayre  soyle  it  seemes  from  far,  and  fraught  with  store 

Or  all  that  deare  and  daynty  is  alyre. 

Most  happy  he !  that  can  at  last  atchyve 

The  ioyous  safety  of  so  sweet  a  rest ; 

Whose  least  delight  sufficeth  to  deprive 

Kemembrance  of  all  paioes  which  him  opprest. 

All  paines  are  nothing  in  respect  of  this  ; 

All  sorrowes  short  that  gaine  etemall  blisse. 

CoMMiKG  to  kisse  her  Ijps,  (such  grace  I  found,( 
Me  seemd,  I  smelt  a  gandin  of  sweet  fiowres, 
That  dainty  odours  from  them  threw  around. 
For  damzels  fit  to  decke  their  lovers  bowres. 
Her  lips  did  smell  lyke  unto  gillyflowers ; 
Her  ruddy  cheekes,  lyke  unto  roses  red  ; 
Her  snowy  browes,  like  budded  bellamoures  ; 
Her  lovely  eyes,  lyke  pincks  but  newly  spred  ; 
Her  goodly  bosome,  lyke  a  strawberry  bed  ; 
Her  neck,  lyke  to  a  bounch  of  cullsmbynes ; 
Her  breast,  lyke  lillyes,  ere  their  leaves  be  shed  ; 
Her  nipples,  lyke  young  blossomed  jessemynes  : 

Such  fragrant  flowers  doe  give  most  odorous  ameU ; 

But  her  sweet  odour  did  them  all  excell. 


LZV 


.) 


'  The  doubt  which  jre  miadeeme,  ftyre  love,  ia  vaine, 
'  That  fondly  feare  to  lose  your  liberty ; 

•  When,  losing  one,  two  liberties  ye  gayne. 
And  niake  him  bond  that  bondage  earst  did  fly. 
Sweete  be  the  bands,  the  which  true  love  doth  tye 
Without  co^'Stnynt,  or  dread  of  any  ill : 

^  The  gentle  birde  feeles  no  captivity 

>  Within  her  cage ;  but  sings,  and  feeds  her  fill. 

There  pride  dare  not  approch,  nor  discord  spQl 
'  The  league  twixt  them,  that  loyal  love  hath  bound : 

But  simple  truth,  and  mutual  good-will, 

*  Seeks  widi  sweet  peace,  to  salve  each  others  wound: 
^  There  Fayth  doth  fearlesa  dwell  in  brasentowre, 
'    And  spotlesse  Pleasure  builds  her  sacred  bowre. 


CSVh 

tTo  all  those  happy  blessifigs,  which  y«  hare 
«  With  plenteous  hand  by  heaven  upon  yoa 
^  This  one  dispar^ement  they  to  yon  gaw, 
\  That  ye  your  love  lent  to  so  mesne  a  one. 
«  Ye,  whose  high  worths  surpassing  paragon 
«  Could  not  on  earth  have  found  one  fit  Iot 
^Ne  but  in  heaven  matchable  to  none, 
^Why  did  ye  stoup  unto  so  lowly  siate  ? 
w  But  ye  thereby  much  greater  glory  gate, 
\Then  had  jre  sorted  with  a  princes  pere ' 
^For,  now  your  light  doth  more  itsdfo  dilate, 
^And,  in  my  darknesse,  greater  doth  appeare, 
%    Yet,  since  your  light  hath  onoe  enlimiind 
*    With  my  reflex  yours  shall  encreased  be. 


Ltkx  as  a  huntsman  after  weaiy  chaee. 
Seeing  the  game  from  him  eacapt  away. 
Sits  downe  to  rest  him  in  some  shady  place. 
With  panting  hounds  beguiled  of  their  pray  : 
So,  after  long  pursuit  and  vaine  asmy. 
When  i  all  weary  had  the  chaoe  forsooke. 
The  gentle  deer  retumd  the  aelfe->same  way. 
Thinking  to  quench  her  thirst  at  the  next  broofca  i 
There  she,  beholding  me  with  mylder  looke. 
Sought  not  to  fly,  but  fearlesae  still  did  bide  ; 
Till  1  in  hand  her  yet  halfe  trembling  tooke. 
And  with  her  owne  goodwill  her  fyrmely  tyde. 

Strange  thing,  me  seemd,  to  see  a  beast  ao  wrld. 

So  goodly  wonne,  with  her  owne  will  beguykL 

iLxvm. 

Most  glorious  Lord  of  lyfe!  that,  on  this  day, 
^Didst  make  thy  triumph  oyer  death  and  sin ; 
*And,  haying  harrowd  hell,  didst  bring  away 
vCaptivity  thence  captive,  us  to  win : 
« This  ioyous  day,  dear  Lord,  with  ioy  begin ; 
^And  grant  that  we,  for  whom  thou  diddest  dy, 
'Being  with  thy  deare  hlood  dene  washt  frxMn  sin, 
>May  live  for  ever  in  felicity ! 
xAnd  that  thy  love  we  weighing  worthily, 
^May  likewise  love  thee  for  the  same  ^faine ; 
'And  for  thy  sake,  that  all  lyke  deare  didst  buy. 

With  love  may  one  another  enteftayne ! 
So  let  us  loye,  deare  lore,  lyke  as  we  ought 
Love  is  the  lesson  which  tlie  Lord  us  taught. 

uax. 

Tbb  famous  warrion  of  the  anticke  world 

Us'd  tropheea  to  erect  in  stately  wise ; 

In  which  they  would  the  records  hare  esrold 

Of  theyr  great  deeda  and  vsloroua  empriae. 

What  trophee  then  shall  I  moat  fit  devise. 

In  which  I  may  record  the  memory 

Of  my  lorea  conquest,  peerieaae  beautiea  priae. 

Adom'd  with  honour,  love*  and  chastity ! 

Even  this  verse,  vowd  to  eternity. 

Shall  be  thereof  immortall  moniment; 

And  tell  her  praise  to  all  poaterity. 

That  may  admire  such  worlds  rare  woaderment; 
The  happy  purchase  of  my  glorioos  spoile. 
Gotten  at  Mt  with  labour  and  long  toyle. 

LXX. 

Fresh  Spring,  the  herald  of  loves  mi{ 
In  whose  oote-armour  richly  are 
All  sorts  of  flowres,  the  yriiich  on 
In  goodly  colonn  gloriously  amyd  ] 


SONN£TS. 


4S3 


Gob  to  1117  lore,  where  sbe  is  carelesse  Uyd, 
Yet  in  her  winter*  bowre  not  well  awake  ; 
Tell  her  the  ioyous  time  wil  not  he  staid, 
Unlesse  she  doe  him  by  the  forelock  take ; 
Bid  her  therefore  her  selfe  soone  ready  make, 
To  wayt  on  Lore  amongst  his  lorely  crew  ; 
Where  erery  one,  that  misseth  then  her  make. 
Shall  be  by  him  amearst  with  penance  dew. 

Make  hast,  therefore,  sweet  lore,  whilst  it  is  prime ; 

For  none  can  call  againe  the  passed  time. 


Lxxr.j 


I  lOT  to  see  how,  in  year  drawen  work. 
Your  selfe  unto  the  bee  ye  doe  compare ; 
And  me  nnto  the  spyder,  that  doth  lurke 
In  close  awayt,  to  catch  her  unaware : 
Right  so  your  selfe  were  caught  in  cunning  snare 
Ofa  deare  foe,  and  thralled  to  his  lore ; 
In  whose  streight  bands  ye  now  captired  are 
So  firmely,  that  ye  nerer  may  remore. 
But  as  your  worke  is  woren  all  about 
With  woodbynd  flowers  and  fragrant  eglantine ; 
So  sweet  your  prison  you  in  time  shall  prore, 
With  many  deare  delights  bedecked  fyne. 
And  all  thensforUi  etemall  peace  shall  see 
Betweene  the  spyder  and  the  gentle  bee. 

Lxxn. 

Opt,  when  my  spirit  doth  spred  her  bolder  winges. 
In  mind  to  mount  up  to  the  purest  sky ; 
It  down  is  weighd  with  thought  of  earthly  things. 
And  clogd  with  burden  of  mortality ; 
Where,  when  that  sorerayne  beauty  it  doth  spy, 
Resembling  hearens  giory  in  her  light. 
Drawn  wiu  sweet  pleasures  bayt,  it  back  doth  fly, 
And  nnto  hearen  forgets  h«r  former  flight. 
There  my  fraile  fency,  fed  with  full  delight. 
Doth  bathe  in  blisse,  and  manUeth  most  at  ease ; 
Ne  thinks  of  other  hearen,  but  how  it  might 
Her  harts  desire  with  most  contentment  please. 
Hart  need  not  wish  none  other  happinesae. 
Bat  here  on  earth  to  bare  aoch  herent  blisee. 

Lxxxn. 

Bmto  my  self  captyred  here  in  care. 
My  hart,  (whom  none  with  terrile  bands  can  tye, 
But  the  fam  tresses  of  your  golden  hayre,) 
Breaking  his  prison,  forth  to  you  doth  fly. 
Like  as  a  byra,  that  in  ones  hand  doth  spy 
Desired  food,  to  it  doth  make  his  flight : 
Eren  so  my  hart,  that  wont  on  your  feyre  eye 
To  feed  his  fill,  flyes  backe  unto  your  sight. 
Doe  ron  him  take,  and  in  your  bosome  bright 
Gently  encage,  that  he  may  be  your  thrall : 
Periispe  he  uere  may  leame,  with  rare  delight, 
To  sing  your  name  and  prayses  orer  all : 
That  it  hereafter  may  you  not  repent. 
Him  lodging  in  your  oosome  to  hare  lent. 

ixxtw. 

Moot  happy  lettan !  fram*d  by  skilfnil  trade. 
With  which  that  happy  name  was  first  desynd. 
The  which  three  times  thrise  happy  hath  me  made, 
With  guifts  of  body,  fortane,  and  of  mind. 
The  first  my  being  to  me  gare  t>y  kind. 
From  mother's  womb  derir'd  by  dew  deaoeot ; 
The  second  is  my  sorereigne  queene  most  kind, 
That  bonoiir  and  large  richease  to  me  lent: 


The  third,  my  lore,  my  lifes  last  ornament. 
By  whom  my  spirit  out  of  dust  was  raysed : 
To  speake  her  prayse  and  glory  excellent, 
Of  all  alire  most  worthy  to  be  praysed. 
Ye  three  Elizabeths  !  for  erer  lire, 
That  three  snch  graces  did  unto  me  gireb 


.xxr 

Ons  day  I  wrote  her  name  upon  the  strand  ; 
But  came  the  wares,  and  washed  it  away : 
Agayne,  I  wrote  it  with  a  second  hand ; 
But  came  the  tyde,  and  made  my  pajmes  his  pray, 
Vayne  man,  sayd  she,  that  doest  in  raine  asaay 
A  mortall  thing  so  to  immortalize ; 
For  I  my  selre  shall  lyke  to  this  decay. 
And  eke  my  name  bee  wyped  out  lykewize, 
Not  BO,  quod  I ;  let  baser  things  derize 
To  dy  in  dust,  but  you  shall  lire  by  fame : 
My  rerse  your  rertnes  rare  shall  ^temiae. 
And  in  the  herens  wryte  your  glorious  name. 

Where,    when   as   death   ahall    all   the   world 
Bubdew, 

Our  lore  shall  lire,  and  later  life  raneir 

Lxxn. 

Fatrb  bosome !  fraught  with  rertnes  richest  tresare. 
The  neast  of  lore,  the  lodging  of  delight. 
The  bowre  of  blisse,  the  paraaioe  of  pleasure. 
The  sacred  harbour  of  that  herenly  spright ; 
How  was  I  nrisht  with  your  lorely  sight, 
And  my  fnyle  thoughts  too  rashly  led  astray  t 
Whiles  diring  deepe  through  amorous  insight. 
On  the  sweet  spoyle  of  beautie  they  did  pray  , 
And  twixt  her  paps,  (like  early  fruit  in  Mar, 
Whoae  harrest  seemd  to  hasten  now  apace, ) 
They  loosely  did  theyr  wanton  wingea  diaplay. 
And  there  to  rest  themselres  did  boldly  place. 
Sweet  thoughta !  I  enry  your  so  happy  rest. 
Which  oft  I  wisht,  yet  nerer  was  so  blest. 

Lsxrii. 

Was  it  a  drsame,  or  did  I  see  it  playne ; 
A  goodly  table  of  para  3rrory, 
Allapred  with  juneats,  fit  to  entertayne 
The  greateat  prmoe  with  pompous  roialty  : 
Mongat  which,  there  ina«*rer  dish  did  ly 
Two  golden  apples  of  nnralewd  price ; 
Far  passing  those  which  Heroules  came  by. 
Or  those  which  Atalanta  did  entice ; 
Exceeding  sweet,  yet  royd  of  sinfuU  rice ; 
That  many  sought,  yet  none  could  erer  taste ; 
Sweet  fruit  of  pleasure,  brought  from  Paradice 
By  Lore  himselfe,  and  in  his  garden  plaste. 

Her  brest  that  table  was,  so  richly  spredd ; 

My  thoughts  the  guests,  which  would  thereon 
hare  fedd. 


Lxxmi. 

Lacktno  my  lore,  I  go  from  place  to  place, 
Lyke  a  yoong  fawne,  that  late  hath  lost  the  hynd ; 
And  seeke  each  where,  where  last  I  sawe   her 

face. 
Whose  ymase  yet  I  carry  fresh  in  mjmd. 
I  seeke  the  fields  with  her  late  footing  synd; 
I  seeke  her  bowre  with  her  late  preaence  deokt ; 
Yet  nor  in  field  nor  bowre  I  can  her  fynd ; 
Yet  field  and  bowre  are  fall  of  her  aspect : 

vr 


Bot,  when  mjne  ttyes  I  tiMreiinto  diraot, 
Tbey  yd\j  back  ratara  to  ma  agayne : 
And,  when  I  hope  to  aee  tbayr  traw  olii^ct, 
I  fynd  my  self  bat  fed  witb  ranctaa  Tmyne. 
Cease  tben,  myne  ejet,  to  seeka  bar  aelfe  to 
And  let  mj  tbongbts  bebold  bar  aalfe  in  mea^ 


LZZIX. 

Mnr  can  you  ftiyra,  and  you  doe  ertdit  it. 

For  tbat  your  aelfe  ye  daily  sucb  doe  aee  : 

But  tbe  trew  iayre.  that  u  the  gentle  wit. 

And  rertnoua  mind,  is  much  more  prayed  of  me : 

For  all  the  rest,  bow  erer  (ayre  it  be. 

Shall  tnrne  to  nought  and  lose  that  glorious  hew  ; 

But  onely  that  is  permanent  and  free 

From  frayle  corruption,  that  doth  flesh  ensew. 

That  is  trew  beautie :  that  doth  argue  you 

To  be  dirine,  and  bom  of  heavenly  seed ; 

DeriT'd  from  that  fayre  spirit,  from  whom  all  true 

And  perfect  beauty  did  at  first  proceed  : 

He  only  lime,  and  what  he  fayre  hath  made  ; 

All  other  nyre,  lyke  flowres,  untymely  fade. 

LXXZ. 

ArrcR  ao  long  a  race  as  I  have  run 
Through  faery  land,  which  those  six  books  compile, 
Gire  LeaTO  to  rest  me  being  half  fordonne. 
And  gather  to  myselfe  new  breath  awhile. 
Then,  as  a  steed  refreshed  after  toyle. 
Out  of  my  prison  I  will  break  anew; 
And  stoutly  will  that  aecond  work  assoyle, 
With  strong  endevonr  and  attention  dew. 
Till  then  gire  leara  to  me,  in  pleasant  mew 
To  sport  my  muse,  and  sing  my  loves  sweet  praise ; 
The  contemplation  of  whose  heavenly  hew. 
My  apirit  to  an  higher  pitch  will  rayse, 
But  let  her  prayaea  yet  be  low  and  mtane. 
Fit  for  the  handmayd  of  the  Faery  Queene. 

LXXSI. 

Fayrb  is  my  lore,  when  her  jpiyre  golden  haires 
{Vith  the  loose  j^ynd  ye  jraving  chance  to  marke ; 
J'ayre,  vhen  the  rose  m  her  red  cheekes  appeares ; 
Or  in  her  eyes  the  fyre  of  love  does  sparke. 
Favre,  whoi  her  brest,  lyke  a  rich  laden  baike. 
With  pretioua  merchandise  ahe  forth  doth  lay ; 
Fayre,when  tbat  cloud  of  pryde,  which  oft  doth  dark 
Her  goodly  light,  with  amilea  ahe  drives  away. 
But  fayreat  she,  when  so  she  doth  display 
I'he  gate  with  pearlea  and  rubyea  richly  dight ; 
Tbrogh  which  her  words  so  wise  do  make  their  way 
To  beare  the  message  of  her  gentle  spright. 
The  rest  be  works  of  natures  woniierment : 
But  this  the  works  of  harts  astooishment. 

tLXXXlI^ 

Toy  of  my  life !  full  otl  tor  loving  you 
I  blesse  mv  lot,  tbat  was  so  lucky  plac'd  : 
But  then  the  more  your  owne  mishap  I  row, 
That  are  so  much  by  so  mesne  love  embased. 
For,  had  the  equall  hevens  so  much  you  graced 
In  this  sa  in  the  rest,  ye  mote  invent 
Some  hevenly  wit,  whose  verse  could  have  enchased 
Your  glorious  name  in  golden  moniment. 
But  aince  ye  deignd  ao  goodly  to  relent 
To  me  your  thrall,  in  whom  ia  little  worth ; 
That  litde,  that  I  am,  aball  all  be  spent 
In  setting  your  imau>rtal  pravf^a  forth : 
Whose  lofty  argument,  upliftiog  me, 
Shall  lift  yoo  up  unto  an  high  degree. 


LsT  not  one  sperke  of  filthy  lustfaO  fyre 
Breake  out,  that  may  her  aacred  peace  moleit  $ 
Ne  one  light  glance  of  aensuall  desyre 
Attempt  to  work  her  gentle  mindes  unrett : 
But  pure  sffections  bred  in  spotlesse  brest. 
And  modest  thoughts  breathd  from  wall-tempred 

spirits, 
Goe  visit  her,  in  her  chaste  bowre  of  reat, 
Accompanyde  with  an^elick  delightea. 
There  fill  your  aelfe  with  those  most  ioyous  a^hti. 
The  which  my  selfe  oould  never  yet  attayna  : 
But  apeake  no  word  to  her  of  tfaeae  aad  plighta. 
Which  her  too  oonataat  atiflnsaae  doth  eonstsayn. 
)    Onely  bebold  her  rare  perfKtion, 
And  blesse  yoor  foctnnes  &yre  electioo* 


.xxznr. 

Tbb  worid  that  cannot  deeme  of  worthy  things, 
When  I  doe  praise  her,  say  I  doe  but  flatter : 
So  does  the  cuckow,  when  the  mavis  sings. 
Begin  his  witlesse  note  ^pace  to  clatter. 
But  they  that  skill  not  of  so  heavenly  matter. 
All  that  they  know  not,  envy  or  admyre  ; 
Rather  then  envy,  let  them  wonder  at  her, 
But  not  to  deeme  of  her  desert  aspyre. 
Deepe,  in  the  closet  of  my  parts  entyre. 
Her  worth  is  written  with  a  golden  quilt, 
That  me  with  heavenly  fiiry  doth  inspire, 
And  my  glad  mouth  with  her  sweet  pmyses  fiD. 

Which  when  as  Fame  in  her  ahiil  trump  ahall 
thunder, 

Let  the  world  chase  to  envy  or  to  wonder* 


LXXXV. 

Vensmovs  tongue,  tipt  with  vile  adders  atiag. 
Of  that  aelf  kynd  with  which  the  furiea  fell 
Ther  snaky  heads  doe  combe,  from  which  a  spring 
Of  poysoned  words  and  spigfatfuU  apeecbea  weU ; 
Let  all  the  plagues,  and  horrid  paines,  of  hell 
Upon  thee  tall  for  thine  accursed  byre ; 
That  with  fidse  forged  lyes,  which  thou  didst  tell^ 
In  my  true  Love  did  stirre  up  coles  of  yre ; 
The  sparkes  whereof  let  kinale  thine  own  fyre, 
And,  catching  hold  on  thine  own  wicked  bed. 
Consume  thee  quite,  that  didst  with  guile  consptrs 
In  my  sweet  peace  such  breaches  to  have  bred  ! 
Shame  be  thy  meed,  and  misehiefe  thy  re  ward » 
Due  to  thy  selfe,  that  it  for  me  prepard! 


SiNCB  I  did  leave  the  preaence  of  my  love. 
Many  long  weary  dayes  I  have  outvrorne  ; 
And  many  nights,  that  alowl^r  seemd  to  mov« 
Tbeyr  sad  protz«ct  from  evening  on  till  mora. 
For,  when  aa  day  the  heaven  doth  adome, 
I  wish  that  night  the  noyous  day  would  end : 
And,  when  as  night  hath  na  of  light  lorlome, 
I  wish  that  day  would  ahordy  reaacend. 
Thua  I  tbe  time  with  expectation  apend* 
And  faine  my  griefe  with  chaoBgea  to  beguile^ 
That  further  seesMs  his  terme  stiU  to  extttid« 
And  maketh  every  minute  sram  a  myle. 

]  So  Borrowe  still  doth  seem  too  long  to  hiat ; 

'  But  ioyous  hoorea  do  fly  away  loo  AyM. 


I  ! 


J 


t  Since  I  bare  laekt  tbe  comfort  of  that  light, 
I'llie  which  was  wont  to  lead  my  thoughts  astray ; 
^  1  wander  as  in  darknesse  of  the  night, 
"Affrajd  of  arery  dangers  least  dismay. 
*Ne  ought  I  see,  though  in  the  clearest  day. 
When  others  gaae  upon  tbeyr  shadowea  v'ayne, 
j     But  tb*  only  image  of  that  heavenly  ray, 
I     Whereof  some  glance  doth  in  mine  eie  remayne. 
Of  which  beholding  the  idsa  playne. 
Through  contemplation  of  my  purest  part. 
With  light  thereof  I  doe  my  self  sustayoe, 
And  thereon  feed  my  love-affamisht  hart. 
But,  with  such  brightnesse  wbylest  1  fill  my  mind, 
I  Btanre  my  body,  and  mine  eyes  doe  blynd. 


•Lyke  as  the  culver,  on  the  bared  bough, 
I  Sits  mourning  for  the  absence  of  her  mate ; 
•And,  in  her  songs,  sends  many  a  wishful  vow 
« For  his  returne  that  seemes  to  linger  late: 
^So  I  alone,  now  left  disconsolate, 

•  Mourne  to  my  selfe  the  absence  of  my  love ; 
*And,  wandring  here  and  there  all  desolate, 

%  Seek  with  my  playnts  to  match  that  mournful  dove 
•Ne  ioy  of  ought,  that  under  heaven  doth  hove, 
•Can  comfort  me,  but  her  owne  ioyous  sight  : 

•  Whose  sweet  aspect  both  God  and  man  can  move, 

•  In  her  unspotted  pleasauns  to  delight. 

y    Dark  is  my  day,  whylea  her  fayre  light  I  mis. 
<^     And  dead  my  life  that  wanU  such  lively  blis. 


S0NNET8 


WRITTEN  BY  SPENSER, 


COLLECTED  PKOM  THE  ORIGINAL  PUBLICATIONS  IN  WHICH  THEY  APPEARED. 


To  lh$  right  voonhijfuU  my  ringular  goodfmtd, 
M.  GabrieU  Harvey,  Doctor  of  iht  Lawe$ 

Habvet,  the  happy  above  happiest  men 

I  read ;  that,  situng  like  a  loocer-on 

Of  this  worldes  stage,  doest  note  with  critique  pen 

The  sharpe  dislikes  of  each  condition : 

And,  as  one  earelesse  of  suapition, 

Ne  fawneat  for  the  favour  of  the  great; 

Ne  feareat  foolish  reprehension 

Of  faulty  men,  which  daunger  to  thee  threat : 

fiut  freely  doest,  of  what  thee  list,  entreat. 

Like  a  great  lord  of  peerelesse  liberty ; 

Liftins  the  eood  up  to  high  honours  seat. 

And  the  evul  damning  evennore  to  dy : 

For  liie,  and  death,  is  in  thy  doomeful  writing  I 

So  thy  renowme  lives  ever  by  endighting. 

Dabtta,  this  xvi^.  of  July,  166«b 

Yoar  daroted  firiend,  during  life. 

Eon  UNO  Bpbncxr. 

n. 
Prgfixed  to  "  Nevmo,  or  A  Treatite  of  NotnlHy,"  ^e. 

Wjsoso  wil  tMike,  by  right  deserto,  t'  attaine. 
Unto  the  type  of  true  nobility ; 
And  not  by  painted  shewes,  and  titles  vaine. 
Derived  farre  from  famous  auncestrie : 
Behold  them  both  in  their  right  visnomy 
Hera  truly  pourtray*d,  ua  they  ought  to  be, 
And  Btriving  both  for  tennea  of  dignitie. 
To  be  advanced  highest  in  degree. 
And,  when  thou  doost  with  equall  insight  see 
Tbe  oda  twixt  both,  of  both  th^  deem  aright. 
And  ohuae  the  better  of  them  both  to  thee : 
But  thanks  to  him,  that  it  deserfes,  behight ; 
To  Neona  first,  that  first  this  works  created. 
And  naoit  to  Jones,  that  truely  it  translated. 

Ed.  SrcNssB* 


m. 

Upon  th€  HistorU  qf  George  Castriot,  aliat  Scanderheg, 
king  of  the  Epirots,  trantlated  into  Engliih, 

Wbbrbwrb  doth  vaine  antiquitie  so  vaunt 
Her  ancient  monuments  of  mightie  peeres, 
And  old  heroes,  which  their  world  did  daunt 
With  their  great  deedes.and  fild  their  child  rensearesi 
Who,  rapt  with  wonder  of  their  famous  praise. 
Admire  their  statuea,  their  colossoes  great  * 
Their  rich  triumphall  arckes  which  they  did  raise. 
Their  huge  p3rrfimids,  which  do  heaven  threat. 
Lo !  one,  whom  later  age  hath  brought  to  light, 
Matcbable  to  the  greatest  of  those  great ; 
Great  both  by  natne,  and  great  in  power  and  might. 
And  meriting  a  meere  triumphant  seate. 
llie  scourge  of  Turkes.  and  plague  of  infidels, 
Thy  acta,  O  Scanderheg,  this  volume  tela. 

Ed.  Sfjbnseb. 

IV. 

Prefixed  to  **  The  Commonwealth  and  Government  rf" 

Venice"  S^e, 

Tub  antioue  Babel,  empreaae  of  the  East, 
Upreard  her  buildinges  to  the  threatned  skie : 
And  second  Babell,  tyrant  of  the  West, 
Her  ayry  towera  upraiaed  much  more  high. 
But,  with  the  weight  of  their  own  surquedry. 
They  both  are  fallen,  that  all  the  earth  did  feare, 
And  buried  now  in  their  own  ashes  ly ; 
Yet  shewing,  by  their  heapes,  how  great  they  were. 
But  in  their  place  doth  now  a  third  appeare, 
Fayre  Venice,  flower  of  the  last  Worlds  delight ; 
And  next  to  them  in  beauty  draweth  neare. 
But  farre  exceedes  in  polioie  of  right. 
Yet  not  so  fayre  her  buildinges  to  behold 
As  Lewkenora  style  that  hath  her  beautie  told. 

Kdu.  SpEXflBn* 
ff2 


AM 


DAPHNAIDA. 


To  Foatham**  Mifunw  Britanna  an  jfrejixedthefol- 
lomng,  thus  addruttd : 

To  MMtar  Henry  Peacham,  a  Visioa  upon  this  his 

Minervm. 

Mbtbouobt  I  saw  in  dead  of  silent  night 
A  goodlv  citie  all  to  cinders  turned. 
Upon  woose  mines  sate  a  njmuhe  in  white. 
Rending  her  haire  of  wiery  gold,  who  mourned 
Or  for  ue  fall  of  that  fairs  atie  burned^ 


Or  some  dears  lore,  whose  death  so  made  her  aad: 

That  since  no  joye  in  worldly  thing  she  had. 

This  wss  that  genius  of  that  auntient  Troy, 

In  her  owne  ashes  buried  long  agoe : 

So  grioT'd  to  see  that  Briiaine  should  enioT 

Her  Pallas,  whom  ahe  held  and  honour*<{  so 

And  now  no  Utle  menoiis  oould  show 

To  eternise  her,  since  she  did  infuse. 

Her  Enthean  soule,  into  this  English  mnae. 

E.S 


DAPHNAlDA: 

AN  ELE6IE 

UPON  THE  DEATH  OP  THE  NOBLE  AND  VERTUOU8 

DOUGLAS  HOWARD, 

DAUORTEA     AKD    BBIRB    OP    HINRT   LORD    HOWARD,     VDOOUNT    BYNDON,     AND    WtFC    Of 

ARTHUR  GORGES,  SSQUIBR 

DEDICATED  TO  THE   RIGHT   HONORABLB  TBB   LADIR 

HELENA  MARQUESSE  OF  NORTH AMPTOV. 

BY  ED.  SP. 


TO  TBB  RIGHT  HONORABLB  AKD  ySRTUOUS  LADT 

HELENA, 
MARQUESSE  OF  NORTH  HAMPTON. 

I  HATB  the  rather  presumed  humhly  to  offer  unto 
your  honour  the  dedication  of  this  little  poeme,  for 
that  the  noble  and  vertuous  gentlewoman  of  whom 
it  is  written,  was  by  match  neere  alied,  and  in  affec- 
ti(m  greatly  devoted,  unto  your  ladiship.  The  occa- 
sion  why  I  wrote  die  same,  was  as  well  the  great 
good  fame  which  I  heard  of  her  deceassed,as  the 
oarticular  goodwill  which  I  bear  unto  her  husband 
Master  Aruur  Gorges,  a  lover  of  learning  and  ver- 
tne,  whose  house,  as  your  ladiship  by  marriage  hath 
honoured,  so  doe  I  find  the  name  of  them,  by  many 
notable  records,  to  be  of  great  antiquitie  in  this 


reslme,  and  such  as  have  ever  borne  themselTes  with 
honourable  reputation  to  the  world,  and  unspotted 
loyaltie  to  their  prince  and  coontrey :  beaiaee,  so 
lineally  are  they  descended  from  t6e  Howards,  as 
that  the  Lady  Anne  Howard,  eldest  daughter  to  John 
Duke  of  Norfolke,  was  wife  to  Sir  Edmund,  mother 
to  Sir  Edward,  and  grandmother  to  Sir  William  and 
Sir  Thomas  Gorges,  knightes :  and  therefore  I  doe 
assure  my  selfe  that  no  due  honour  done  to  the  White 
Lyon,  but  will  be  most  mtefull  to  your  ladiship, 
whose  husband  and  children  do  so  neerely  partici> 
pate  with  the  blood  of  that  noble  family.  So  in  all 
dutie  I  recommend  this  pamphlet,  and  the  good 
acceptance  thereof,  to  your  honourable  faTour  and 
protection.  London,  this  first  of  lannarie,  1591. 
Your  honoora  humbly  ever.  £o.  Sp« 


Wbat-bter  man  be  he  whose  heaWe  mynd. 
With  griefe  of  moumefiill  great  mishap  opprest, 
Fit  matter  for  his  cares  increase  would  fynd, 
Let  reade  the  rufuU  plaint  herein  ezprest. 
Of  one,  I  weene,  the  wofulst  man  alive. 
Even  sad  Alcyoo,  whose  empierced  brest 
Shaipe  soirowe  did  in  thousand  peeces  rive. 
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But  whoso  else  in  pleasure  findeth  sense. 

Or  in  this  wretchea  life  doeth  take  delight. 

Let  him  be  banisht  farre  away  from  hence ; 

Ne  let  the  sacred  sisters  here  be  bight. 

Though  they  of  sorrowe  heavilie  can  sing ; 

For  even  their  heavie  song  would  breede  delight; 

But  here  no  tunes,  save  sobs  and  gronea,  shaU  ring. 
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In  atead  of  them,  and  their  sweet  harmonie, 
liBt  those  three  fatall  sisters,  whose  sad  haoda 
Doe  weave  the  direful!  tbreeds  of  destinie. 
And  in  their  wrath  hreek  off  the  Titall  bands, 
Approach  hereto ;  and  let  the  draadfnll  Queeoe 
Of  Darknea  deepe  come  from  the  Stygian  strands, 
And  ^islj  ghosts,  to  heare  this  dolefull  teene.     SO 

In  gloomy  erening,  when  the  wearie  sun. 
After  his  dayes  long  labour  drew  to  rest, 
And  sweatie  steedea,  now  harine  overrun 
The  eompast  skie,  gan  water  in  the  west,  S5 

I  walkt  abroad  to  breath  the  freshing  ayra 
To  open  fields,  whose  flowriog  pride,  opprest 
With  early  frosts,  had  lost  their  beautie  fiure. 

Thero  oame  unto  my  mind  a  troublous  thought. 
Which  dayly  doth  my  weaker  wit  possesse,  SO 

Ne  lets  it  rest  untill  it  forth  hare  brought 
Her  long  borne  infant,  fruit  of  heavineaae. 
Which  she  conceived  hath  through  meditation 
Of  this  worlds  vainnesse  and  life's  wrotchednesse. 
That  yet  my  soule  it  deepely  doth  empassion.       95 

So  as  I  mused  on  the  miserie 

In  which  men  live,  and  I  of  many  most. 

Most  miserable  man ;  I  did  espie 

Wbsra  towatds  me  a  sory  wight  did  cost, 

Clsd  all  in  black,  that  mourning  did  bewray,         40 

And  lacob  staffe  in  hand  devoutlv  crost. 

Like  to  some  pilgrim  oome  from  &ne  away. 

His  carelesse  locks  uncombed  and  nnahome. 
Hong  long  adowne,  and  beard  all  overgrowne, 
lltat  well  he  seemd  to  be  some  wight  forlome  :    45 
Downe  to  the  earth  his  heavie  eyes  were  throwne. 
As  loathing  light ;  and  ever  as  he  went 
He  sighed  soft,  and  inly  deepe  did  grcme, 
As  if  his  heart  in  pieces  would  have  rent 

Approaching  nigh,  his  face  I  vewed  nere,  50 

And  by  the  semblant  of  his  conntenaunoe 

Me  seemd  I  had  his  person  scene  elsewhere, 

Most  like  Alcjron  seeming  at  a  ghtunce ; 

Aleyon  be,  the  iollie  shepbeard  swaine 

Tlmt  wont  full  merrilie  to  pipe  and  daunce,  55 

And  fill  with  pleasance  every  wood  and  plains. 

Yet  halfe  In  doubt,  because  of  his  disguise, 

I  softlie  sayd,  Alc^on  I    There-withaTl 

He  lookt  aside  ss  m  disdainefull  wise. 

Yet  stayed  not,  till  I  againe  did  call :  60 

Then,  tuminff  back,  he  saide,  with  hollow  sound, 

*'  Who  is  it  that  dooth  name  me,  wofull  thnll. 

The  wreicbedst  mtn  that  treads  this  day  on  ground!" 

"  One,  whom  like  wofrilnssse,  imprsssed  deepe, 
Hath  made  fit  mate  thy  wretched  case  to  heare,    65 
And  given  like  cause  with  thee  to  waile  and  weepe  j 
Griefe  finds  some  ease  br  him  that  like  doea  heare. 
Then  stav,  Alojroa,  gentle  shephesrd !  stsy, 
/Quoth  1)  till  thou  nave  to  my  trustie  eare 
Commiltad  what  thee  dooth  so  ill  spay."  70 

"  Cease,  foolish  sum  I"  (saide  he,  halfe  wrothlully) 
'^To  aeeke  to  heare  that  which  cannot  be  told. 
For  the  huge  anguish,  which  doeth  multiply 
My  dying  patnes,  no  tongue  can  well  unrold ; 
Ne  doo  1  care  that  any  should  bemone  75 

My  hard  mishap,  or  any  weepe  that  would, 
Boi  neks  alooe  to  weepe^  and  dye  alone." 


"  Then  be  it  so,"  quoth  I  "  that  thou  are  bent 
To  die  alone,  unpitied,  unplained; 
Yet,  ere  thou  die,  it  were  convenient  80 

To  tell  the  cause  which  thee  thereto  constrained. 
Least  that  the  world  thee  dead  accuse  of  guilt. 
And  say,  when  thou  of  none  shalt  be  maintained. 
That  thou  for  secret  crime  thy  blood  hast  spilt' 

"  Who  life  does  loath,  snd  longs  to  be  unbound    65 

From  the  strong  shackles  of  fraile  flesh,"  quoth  be, 

(*  Nought  cares  at  all  what  they,  that  live  on  ground^ 

Deem  the  occasion  of  his  deatn  to  bee ; 

Rather  desires  to  be  forgotten  quight. 

Than  question  msde  of  his  calamitie ;  90 

Fot  harts  deep  sorrow  hates  both  life  and  light. 

"  Yet  since  so  much  thou  seemst  to  rue  my  griefe^ 
And  car'st  for  one  that  for  himselfe  cares  nought, 
(Sign  of  thy  love,  thoueh  nought  for  my  reliefe. 
For  my  rehefe  exceedeu  living  thought ;)  95 

I  wiU  to  thee  this  heavie  case  relate : 
Then  barken  well  till  it  to  end  be  brought. 
For  never  didst  thou  heare  more  haplesse  &te. 

"  Whilome  I  uide  (as  thou  rieht  well  doest  know) 
My  litde  fiocke  on  westeme  dowues  to  keep,      100 
Not  far  from  whence  Sabrxnaes  streame  dotn  flow. 
And  flowrie  bancks  with  silver  liquor  steepe ; 
Nought  csrde  I  then  for  worldly  coange  or  chaunce. 
For  all  my  ioy  was  on  my  gentle  sheepe. 
And  to  my  pype  to  caroll  and  to  daunce.  105 

'*  It  there  befel],  as  I  the  fields  did  range 
Fearlesse  and  free,  a  fiaire  young  lionesse. 
White  as  the  native  rose  before  the  chaunge 
Which  Venus  blood  did  in  her  leaves  impresse, 
I  spied  playing  on  the  grassie  plaine  1 10 

Her  youthiull  sports  and  kindke  wantonnesse. 
That  did  all  other  beasts  in  beawtie  staine. 

"  Much  was  I  moved  at  so  goodly  sight. 
Whose  like  before  mine  eye  had  seldome  scene. 
And  gan  to  cast  how  I  her  compasse  might,       115 
And  bring  to  hand  that  yet  had  never  bMne : 
So  well  I  wrought  with  mildnes  and  with  peine. 
That  I  her  caught  disporting  on  the  ^reene. 
And  brought  away  fast  bound  with  sdver  chaine. 

*'  And  afterwardes  I  handled  her  so  fayre,  ItO 

That  though  by  kind  shee  stout  and  salvage  were, 
For  being  borne  an  auncient  lions  hayre. 
And  of  the  race  that  all  wild  beastes  do  feare. 
Yet  I  her  fium'd,  and  wan  so  to  my  bent. 
That  shee  became  so  meeke  and  milde  of  cbeare. 
As  the  least  lamb  in  all  my  flock  that  went :       If 6 

**  For  ahee  in  field,  where-ever  I  did  wend. 

Would  wend  with  me,  and  waite  by  me  all  day ; 

And  all  the  night  that  I  in  watch  did  spend. 

If  cause  requir'd,  or  els  in  sleepe,  if  nay,  130 

Shee  would  all  night  by  me  or  watch  or  sleepe ; 

And  evermore  when  I  did  sleepe  or  play. 

She  of  my  flock  would  take  fuU  wane  keepe. 

*'  Safe  then,  and  safest  were  my  silfie  sheepe, 

Ne  fear'd  the  wolfe,  ne  ftar'd  the  wildest  beas^ 

All  were  I  drown'd  in  carelesse  quiet  deepe :     136 

My  lovely  lionesse  without  beheast 

So  careful  was  for  them,  and  for  my  good. 

That  when  I  waked,  neither  most  nor  least 

I  found  miscarried  or  in  plaine  or  wood.  140 
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"  Oft  did  the  8li«pbeards,  which  my  btp  did  hmn. 
And  oft  their  lasses,  which  my  luck  enryde, 
Daylie  resort  to  me  from  farre  and  neare. 
To  see  my  lyonnesse,  whose  praises  wyde 
Were  spred  abroad ;  and  when  her  worth  inease  145 
Much  greater  than  the  rude  report  they  tryde. 
They  her  did  praise,  and  my  good  fortune  blease. 

*  Long  thus  I  ioyed  in  my  bappinease. 

And  well  did  hope  my  loy  would  ha^e  no  end  ; 

But  oh !  food  man !  that  in  worlds  ficklenease     150 

Reposedst  hope,  or  weenedst  her  Ihy  frend 

That  fl^lories  most  in  mortall  miseries. 

And  daylie  doth  her  changeful!  cmosels  bend 

To  make  new  matter  fit  for  tragediea ; 

**  For  whitest  I  was  thus  without  dread  or  dout,  135 

A  cruel  satyre  with  his  murdrous  dart, 

Greedieof  mischiefe,  ranging  all  about, 

Gave  her  the  fktall  wound  of  deadly  smart. 

And  reft  from  me  my  sweete  companion, 

And  reft  from  me  my  lore,  my  \in,  my  hart :      160 

My  lyonesse  (ah,  woe  is  me !)  is  gon ! 

"  Oat  of  the  world  thus  was  she  reft  away. 

Out  of  the  world,  unworthy  such  a  spoyle, 

And  borne  to  hearen,  for  heaven  a  fitter  pray  ; 

Much  fitter  then  the  lyon,  which  with  toyle        16ft 

Alcides  slew,  and  fist  in  firmament ; 

Her  now  I  seeke  throughout  this  earthly  so^le. 

And  seeking  misse,  and  missing  doe  lament." 

Therewith  he  gan  afresh  to  waile  and  weep^. 

That  I  for  pitUe  of  his  heavie  plight  170 

Could  not  abstain  mine  eyea  with  teares  to  ateepe ; 

But,  when  I  saw  the  anguish  of  his  spright 

Some  deale  alaid,  I  him  bespake  i^ne ; 

"  Certes,  Alcyon,  painfull  is  thy  plight, 

That  it  in  me  breeas  almost  equall  peine.  175 

"  Yet  doth  not  my  dull  wit  well  understand 
The  riddle  of  thy  loved  lionease  ; 
For  rare  it  seemea  in  reason  to  be  akand, 
That  man,  who  doth  the  whole  worlds  rule 
Should  to  a  beast  faia  noble  hart  ambaaa. 
And  be  the  vassall  of  his  raasaleaae ; 
Therefore  more  plain  areade  this  doubtftiU 
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Then  sighing  sore,  *'  Daphne  thou  knew'at,"  quoth  he, 

*'  She  now  is  dead ;"  ne  more  endur*d  to  say. 

But  fell  to  g^und  for  great  extremitie ;  185 

That  I,  beholding  it,  with  deepe  dismay 

Was  much  apald.  and,  lightly  nim  uprearing. 

Revoked  life,  that  would  have  fled  away. 

All  were  my  selfe,  through  grief,  in  deadly  drearing. 

Then  gan  I  him  to  comfort  all  my  best,  190 

And  with  milde  counsaile  strove  to  mitigate 

The  storm ie  passion  of  his  troubled  brest. 

Bat  he  thereby  was  more  empassionate ; 

As  stubborne  steed,  that  is  with  curb  restrained. 

Becomes  more  fierce  aud  fervent  in  bis  gate  ;      195 

And,  breaking  foorth  at  last,  thus  dearnely  plained : 

I. 

"  What  man  henoeforth  that  breatheth  vital!  airs 
Will  honour  heaven,  or  heavenly  powers  adore. 
Which  BO  uniustly  doth  their  iudgements  sliare 
Mongst  earthly  wights,  as  to  afiliot  so  sore         200 
The  innocent,  as  tl^ae  which  do  trangresse. 
And  doe  not  spare  tlie  hni  or  fairest,  more 
Tlian  worst  oi  foulest,  b<|t  doe  both  oppresse  1 


'*  If  this  be  right,  why  did  they  then  create 

The  world  so  faire,  atth  faimasse  is  neglected  1   f05 

Or  why  be  they  themselvee  immaeulate. 

If  purest  things  l>e  not  by  them  respected  T 

She  Aura,  ahe  pure,  moat'faira,  most  pure  alie  was. 

Yet  was  by  them  as  thing  impure  reiected  i 

Yet  she  in  purenease  heaven  it  self  did  pa«*        1 10 
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In  purenesse  and  in  all  odestiall  grace, 
That  men  admire  in  goodly  womankind. 
She  did  excell,  and  seem'd  of  angels  race, 
living  on  earUi  like  angel!  new  divtnde, 
Adorda'd  with  wisdoms  and  with  chastitife. 
And  all  the  dowriea  of  a  noble  mind. 
Which  did  her  beautie  much  mors  beautifie* 
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*'  No  age  hath  bred  (ainoe  fidie  Astrsa  left 
The  sinfuU  world)  more  vartue  in  a  wight  -, 
And,  when  ahe  parted  heuoe,  with  her  ahe  reft  230 
Great  hope,  and  robd  her  race  of  bounty  quight. 
Well  may  the  ahepbeard  lasses  now  lament  ^ 
For  doubble  losse  by  her  bath  on  them  light. 
To  loose  both  lier  and  bounties  ornament. 

"  Ne  let  Elisa,  royall  shepbeardease,  225 

The  praises  of  my  parted  love  envy, 

For  sne  hath  praises  in  all  plenteousnesse 

Powr'd  upon  her,  like  showers  of  Castaly, 

Bv  her  owne  ahepbeard,  CoUn,  her  own  sliepheard, 

That  her  with  heavenly  bynmes  doth  deifie,        230 

Of  rusticke  muse  full  hardly  to  be  betterd. 

.*'  She  is  the  rose,  the  glory  of  the  day. 
And  mine  the  primrose  in  the  lowly  shade : 
Mine,  ah  1  not  mine ;  amisse  I  mine  did  say : 
Not  mine,  but  his,  which  mine  awhile  bar  made  i  255 
Mine  to  be  his,  with  him  to  live  for  ay. 

0  that  so  fairs  a  flowra  so  soon  ^ould  fadtt 
And  through  untimely  (ampeat  fidl  away ! 

*'  She  fell  away  in  her  first  ages  (ipring,  239 

Whilst  ^et  her  leafe  was  greene,  and  fireeh  her  rinde. 
And  whilst  her  braunch  fairs  blossomes  Iborth  did 
She  fell  away  against  sU  course  of  kinde.      [bring. 
For  age  to  dye  is  right,  but  youth  is  wronf ; 
She  fell  away  like  truit  blowne  down  with  winds. 
Weepe,  shepheard  t  weepe,  to  make  my  uadersong* 

n. 

*'  What  hart  to  stonie  hard  but  that  would  weepe. 
And  poure  forth  fountaines  of  incMsant  teares  ? 
What  Timon  but  would  let  compassion  creepe 
Into  his  breast,  and  pierce  his  frosen  eares  I 
In  stead  of  teares,  wuose  brackish  bitter  wdl      250 

1  wasted  have,  my  heart*bloud  dropping  wearea. 
To  think  to  ground  how  that  feire  blossome  felL 

"  Yet  fell  she  not  as  one  enfbrst  to  dye, 
Ne  dyde  with  dread  and  grudging  discontent, 
But  as  one  toyld  with  travell  downe  doth  lye, 
So  lay  she  downe,  as  if  to  sleepe  she  went, 
And  closde  her  eyes  with  caralease  quietnease ; 
The  whiles  soft  Death  away  her  spirit  heot. 
And  soole  asaoyld  from  sinfull  fleshlineese. 

«•  Yet  ere  that  life  her  lodging  d^l  forsake. 

She,  all  resolv*d,  and  readie  to  removev 

Calling  to  me  (ay  me !)  this  wise  beepak« ; 

*  Alcyon  1  ah,  my  first  and  latest  love  1 

Ah !  why  doea  my  Alcyon  weepe  and  moiiTBe^ 

And  grieve  my  ghost,  that  ill  mote  him  behov«,  265 

As  if  to  me  had  chaunst  aome  evill  touniel 
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'  I,  smc8  tbe  messenger  is  eome  for  mee, 
Thst  summons  soules  uoto  the  bridale  feast 
Of  his  great  lord,  must  needs  depart  from  thee. 
And  straight  obey  bia  soveraine  beheast ;  t70 

Why  should  Alcyon  then  so  sore  lament 
That  I  from  miserie  shall  be  releast. 
And  freed  icom  wretched  long  imprisonment! 

'  Our  daies  are  lull  of  dolour  and  disease. 
Our  life  afflicted  with  incessant  paine,  375 

That  nought  on  earth  may  lessen  or  appease ; 
Why  then  should  I  desire  here  to  remuine ! 
Or  why  should  hei  that  loves  me,  sorrie  bee 
For  my  deliyerance,  or  at  all  complaine 
My  good  to  heare,  and  toward  ioyes  to  see!        S80 

'  I  goe,  and  long  desired  have  to  goe; 
r  goe  with  gladnesse  to  my  wished  rest, 
Whereas  no  worlds  sad  care  nor  wasting  woe 
Msy  eome,  their  happie  quiet  to  molest ; 
But  saints  and  angels  in  celestiall  thrones  385 

Eternally  him  praise  that  hath  them  hle«t ; 
There  shall  I  be  amongst  those  blessed  ones. 

'  Yet,  ere  I  goe,  a  pledge  I  leave  with  thee 
Of  the  late  lore  the  wnich  betwixt  us  past. 
My  young  Ambrosia ;  in  lieu  of  mee,  290 

Lore  her ;  so  shall  oor  love  for  ever  last 
Thus,  deare  f  adieu,  whom  I  expect  ere  long.'— 
"  So  having  said,  away  she  softly  past : 
Weepe,«hephewd !  weepe^  to  make  mine  nndenoog. 
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"  So  oft  as  I  record  those  piercing  words. 
Which  yet  are  deepe  engraven  in  nry  brest, 
And  those  last  deadly  accents,  which  like  sworda 
Did  wound  ray  heart,  and  rend  my  bleeding  chest. 
With  those  sweet  sugred  speeches  doe  compare. 
The  which  my  soul  first  conquerd  and  poasest,  900 
The  first  beginners  of  my  endlesse  caie : 

**  And  when  those  pallid  cheekes  and  ashe  hew. 

In  which  sad  Death  his  pourtraiture  had  writ. 

And  when  those  hollow  eyes  and  deadly  view,  305 

On  which  the  cloud  of  ghsstly  night  did  sit, 

I  match  with  that  sweete  smile  and  cheerful  brow. 

Which  all  the  world  subdued  unto  it. 

How  hsppie  was  I  then,  and  wretched  now  1 

"  How  happie  was  I  when  1  saw  her  leade 
The  shephcMirds  daughters  dauncing  inarownd!  310 
How  trimly  would  she  trace  and  softly  tread 
The  tender  grasse,  with  rosye  garland  crownd  I 
And  when  she  list  advaunce  her  heavenly  voyce. 
Both  nymphes  and  muses  nigh  she  made  sstownd, 
And  flocks  and  shepheards  caused  to  reioyce.     315 

«'  But  now,  jt  shepbeard  hwses  1  who  shall  lead 
Your  wandnnff  troupes,  or  sing  your  virelayes  ? 
Or  who  shall  aisht  your  bowrea,  aith  ahe  is  dead 
That  was  the  lady  of  your  holy-dayes  ? 
l^t  iiow  your  hluae  be  turned  into  bale,  330 

And  into  plaints  convert  your  iqyous  playes. 
And  with  the  same  fin  every  hiU  and  dale. 

••  Let  bagpioe  never  more  be  heard  to  shrill. 

That  nay  aUore  the  senses  to  delight, 

Ne  ever  shepheerd  sound  his  oaten  quill  335 

Unto  tbe  many  that  provoke  them  nught 

To  idle  pleesanee ;  but  let  gbastlinesse 

And  dnerie  horror  dim  the  cheerfuU  light. 

To  make  the  image  of  true  heavinesse : 


"  Let  birds  be  silent  on  the  naked  spray,  330 

And  shady  woods  resound  with  dreadfuU  3*e]l8 ; 
Let  streaming  floods  their  hastie  courses  stay. 
And  parching  drouth  drie  up  the  cristall  wells; 
Let  th'  earth  he  barren,  and  bring  foorth  no  flowres. 
And  th'  ayre  be  fild  with  noyse  of  dolefull  knells, 
And  wandring  spirits  walke  untimely  howrea.    336 

<*  And  Nature,  nurse  of  every  living  thing, 

Let  rest  her  s^fe  from  her  long  wearinesse. 

And  cease  henceforth  things  kindly  forth  to  bring. 

But  hideous  monsters  full  of  uglinesse  ;  340 

For  she  it  is  that  hath  me  done  thia  wrong. 

No  nurse,,  but  stepdame,  cruell,  mercilesse. 

Weepe,  shepbeard  1  weepe,  to  make  my  undersong. 


nr. 


« 


My  litle  flock,  whom  earst  I  lov'd  so  well. 
And  wont  to  feed  with  finest  grasse  that  grew,  345 
Feede  ye  hencefoorth  on  bitter  astrofell, 
And  stinking  smallage,  and  unsaverie  rew ;  [rupted. 
And,  when  your  mawes  are  with  those  weeds  cor- 
Be  ye  the  prsy  of  wolves  \  ne  will  I  rew  349 

That  with  your  carkasses  wild  beasts  be  glutted. 

'*  Ne  worse  to  you,  my  sillie  sheepe !  I  pray, 

Ne  sorer  vengeance  wish  on  you  to  fall 

Than  to  my  aelfe,  for  whose  confusde  decay 

To  carelesse  heavens  I  doo  daylie  call ; 

But  heavens  refuse  to  heare  a  wretches  cry ;       355 

And  cruell  Deatli  doth  scorn  to  come  at  call. 

Or  graunt  his  bbone  that  most  desires  to  dye. 

"  The  good  and  righteous  be  away  doth  take. 
To  plague  th' unrighteous  which  alive  remaine; 
But  the  ung^y  ones  he  doth  forsake,  360 

Bv  living  long  to  multiplie  their  paine ; 
Else  surely  death  should  be  no  punishment. 
As  the  Great  ludge  at  first  did  it  ordaine. 
But  rather  riddance  from  long  languishment. 

"  Therefore,  my  Daphne  they  have  tane  away  \  365 

For  worthie  of  a  better  place  was  she : 

But  me  unworthie  willed  here  to  stay, 

That  with  her  lacke  I  might  tormented  be, 

Sith  then  they  so  have  o^red,  I  will  pay 

Penance  to  her,  according  their  decree,  370 

And  to  her  ghost  doe  service  day  by  day. 

"  For  I  will  walke  this  wandring  pilgrimage. 
Throughout  the  world  from  one  to  other  end. 
And  in  affliction  waste  my  better  age : 
My  bread  shall  be  the  anguish  of  my  mynd,       375 
My  drink  the  teares  which  fro  mine  eyes  do  raine. 
My  bed  the  ground  that  hardest  I  may  fynd  \ 
So  will  I  wilfully  increa.':e  my  paine. 

"  And  ahe,  my  love  that  was,  my  saint  that  is 

When  she  beholds  from  her  celeetiliU  throne       380 

(In  which  shee  ioyeth  in  etemall  blis) 

My  bitter  penance,  will  my  case  bemone. 

And  pittie  me  that  living  thus  doo  die ; 

For  heavenly  apirita  have  compassion 

On  mortall  men,  and  me  their  miserie.  385 

"  So  when  I  have  with  aorrow  satisffde 

Th'  importune  fates,  which  vengeance  on  me  seeke, 

And  th'  heavens  with  long  languor  pacifyde. 

She,  for  pure  pitie  of  my  sufiTerance  meeke. 

Will  send  for  me ;  for  which  I  daily  long ;         390 

And  will  till  then  my  painful  penance  eeke. 

Weepe,  shppheard !  weepe,  to  make  my  ondersoDg. 


440 


DAPHNAIDA; 


▼• 


**  Hcneefoortb  I  hwtm  what  erer  Nature  made, 

And  in  bar  workmanahip  no  plaasare  find«, 

For  thej  be  all  bat  Taine,  ana  quickl  v  fade ;       395 

So  aoone  aa  on  tbem  blowea  the  nortbem  winde. 

They  tarrie  not,  bat  flit  and  fall  awa^, 

Leaving  behind  them  nought  but  gnefe  of  minde, 

And  mocking  auch  aa  thioke  they  long  will  atay. 

"  I  hate  the  heaTen,  because  it  doth  withhould    400 

Me  from  my  lore,  and  eke  my  lore  from  me; 

I  hate  the  earth,  becauae  it  ia  the  mould 

Of  fleahly  alime  and  fraile  mortalitie ; 

I  hate  the  fire,  becauae  to  nought  it  flyea ; 

I  hate  the  ayre,  becmiae  aighea  of  it  be ;  105 

I  hate  the  aea,  because  it  tearea  aupplyea. 

"  I  hate  the  day,  because  it  lendeth  light 

To  see  all  thinga,  and  not  my  lore  to  aee ; 

I  hate  the  darknesso  and  the  dreary  night, 

Becaoae  they  breed  sad  balefulnesse  in  mee ;     410 

1  hate  all  times,  because,  all  timea  doo  fly 

So  fast  away,  and  may  not  stayed  bee. 

Bat  as  a  speedie  post  that  passeth  by. 

"  I  hate  to  apeake,  my  royce  ia  spent  with  crying ; 
I  hate  to  heare.  lowd  plaints  hare  duld  mine  eares ; 
I  hate  to  test,  for  food  withholds  my  dying ;       416 
I  hate  to  see,  mine  eyea  are  dimd  with  teares ; 
I  hate  to  amell,  no  sweet  on  earth  is  left ; 
I  hate  to  feele,  my  fleah  is  numbd  with  fearea : 
8o  all  my  sensea  from  me  are  bereft.  4S0 

**  I  hate  all  men,  and  ahun  all  womankinde ; 

The  one,  because  as  I  they  wretched  are ; 

The  other,  for  because  I  doo  not  finde 

My  lore  with  them,  that  wont  to  be  their  starre : 

And  life  I  hate,  because  it  will  not  last ;  4S5 

And  death  I  hate,  because  it  life  doth  marre ; 

And  all  1  hate  that  ia  to  come  or  past. 

"  So  all  the  world,  and  all  in  it  I  hate, 

Because  it  chanffeth  erer  to  and  fro. 

And  never  standeth  in  one  certaine  state,  430 

But,  still  unstedfast,  round  about  doth  goe 

Like  a  mill>wheele  in  midst  of  miserie, 

Driren  with  streames  of  wretchedneaae  and  woe. 

That  dying  Urea,  and  liring  still  does  dye. 

**  So  doo  I  lire,  so  doo  I  daylie  die,  435 

And  pine  Away  in  aelfe-consuming  peine! 

Sith  she  that  did  my  ritall  powres  supplie. 

And  feeble  spirits  in  their  force  maintaine. 

Is  fetcht  fro  me,  why  seeke  I  to  prolong 

My  wearie  daiea  in  dolour  and  disdaine  1  440 

Weepe,  ahepheard!  weepe,  to  make  my  undersong. 

n. 
*'  Why  doo  I  longer  lire  in  lifes  despight. 
And  doo  not  dye  3)en  in  despirht  ofaeath ; 
Why  doo  I  longer  see  this  loathsome  light 
Ana  doo  in  darknease  not  abridge  my  breath,     445 
Sith  all  my  aorrow  ahould  hare  end  thereby, 
And  cares  finde  quiet  I    Is  it  so  uneath 
To  leare  this  life,  or  dolorous  to  dye  7 

'*  To  lire  I  finde  it  deadly  dolorous. 

For  life  drawea  care,  and  care  continuall  woe ;  450 

Therefore  to  dye  must  needes  be  ioyeous. 

And  wishful!  thing  this  sad  life  to  forgoe : 

But  I  must  stay ;  I  may  it  not  amend, 

My  Daphne  hence  departing  bad  me  ao ; 

She  bad  me  atay,  till  she  for  me  did  aend.  455 


**  Yet,  whilest  I  in  this  wretched  rale  doo  staj 

My  wearie  feete  shall  ever  wandring  be^ 

'J'bat  atill  I  may  be  readie  on  my  war 

When  as  her  meesenger  doth  come  rar  me ; 

Ne  will  I  rest  my  feete  for  feeblenesae,  469 

Ne  will  I  rest  my  limmes  for  frailtie, 

Ne  will  I  reat  mine  eyea  for  hearineaae. 

"  But,  as  tlie  mother  of  the  gods,  that  sought 

For  faire  Euridyce,  her  daughter  dere, 

Throughout  the  world,  with  wofull  hearie  thought ; 

So  will  I  trarell  whilest  I  tarrie  heere,  4f  6 

Ne  win  I  lodge,  ne  will  I  erer  lin, 

Ne,  when  aa  drouping  Titan  draweth  nere 

To  looae  his  teeme,  will  I  take  up  my  inne* 

"  Ne  aleepe  (the  harbenger  of  wearie  wighte)    4^0 

Shall  erer  lodge  upon  mine  eye-lids  more ; 

Ne  shall  with  reat  refreah  my  fainting  spiights. 

Nor  failing  force  to  former  atrength  restore : 

But  I  will  wake  and  sorrow  all  the  night 

With  Philumene,  my  fortune  to  deplore ;  475 

With  Philumene,  the  partner  of  my  plight* 

"  And  erer  as  I  aee  the  starre  to  fidi, 

And  under  ground  to  goe  to  gire  them  light 

Which  dweU  in  darknease,  t  to  mind  wiU  oil 

How  my  fair  starre  ^that  shind  on  me  so  bright)  480 

Fell  socfainly  and  faoed  under  ground ; 

Since  whose  departure,  day  is  tumd  to  night. 

And  night  without  a  Venua  starre  is  found* 

"  But  aoon  aa  day  doth  shew  his  deawie  face. 
And  cals  foorth  men  unto  their  toylsome  trade,  485 
I  will  withdraw  me  to  aome  darkeaome  plao^. 
Or  some  drere  care,  or  soUtarie  ahade ; 
There  will  I  aigh,  and  aoiTow  all  day  long, 
And  the  huge  burden  of  my  oarea  unladew 
Weepe,  ahepheard  I  weepe,  to  make  my  underaong. 

TII. 

"  Henceforth  mine  eyes  shall  nerer  more  behold 

Faire  thing  on  earth,  ne  feed  on  false  delight      49$ 

Of  ought  that  framed  is  of  mortall  mould, 

Sith  that  my  fairest  flower  is  faded  quight; 

For  all  I  see  is  raine  and  transitorie,  495 

Ne  will  be  held  in  any  atedfast  plight. 

But  in  a  moment  looae  their  grace  and  gloiie. 

"  And  ye,  fond  men !  on  fbrtunae  wheele  that  ride» 

Or  in  ought  under  hearen  repose  assurance. 

Be  it  riches,  beautie,  or  honours  pride,  500 

Be  sure  that  they  shall  hare  no  long  endaianca* 

But  ere  ye  be  aware  will  flit  away ; 

For  nought  of  them  is  yours,  but  th'  only  naa&co 

Of  a  small  time,  which  none  ase^rtaine  may* 

"  And  ye,  true  lorers !  whom  desastrous  cbaunco 
Hath  fane  exiled  from  your  ladies  grace,  506 

To  moume  in  sorrow  and  sad  sufleraunce, 
When  ye  doe  heare  me  in  that  desert  place 
Lamenting  loud  my  Daphnea  elegie, 
Heipe  me  to  waile  my  miserable  case,  510 

And  when  life  parts  rouchsafe  to  oloae  mine  eye. 

'  And  ye,  more  happie  lorera !  which  enioy 

The  preaence  of  your  dearest  lores  delight. 

When  ye  doe  heare  my  aorrowfull  annoya 

Yet  pittie  me  in  your  empasaiond  apright*  51$ 

And  thinks  that  such  mishap,  as  chaunst  to  BM^ 

May  happen  unto  the  most  happiest  wiglit } 

For  all  mena  states  alike  unstedfiMt  be* 


ASl  iiOPH£L. 


"  And  y9,  my  fellow  shepbeards !  which  do  feed 
Yovr  cuelesBe  flocks  on  nila  and  open  plaines,  520 
With  better  fortune  than  did  me  aucceed, 
Remember  yet  my  ondeserred  painee ; 
And  when  ye  heare  that  I  am  aead  or  slaine. 
Lament  my  lot,  and  tell  your  fellow-swainea 
That  end  Alcyon  dyde  in  lifes  disdaine.  5t5 

"  And  ye,  Aire  damiebi !  shepheards  deare  delights. 

That  with  yonr  lores  do  their  rode  hearts  possesse. 

When  as  my  hearse  shall  happen  to  your  sightes. 

Vouchsafe  to  deck  the  same  with  eyparesse ; 

And  OTer  sprinckle  brackish  teares  among,         530 

In  pitie  of  my  undesarr'd  distresse. 

The  which,  I,  wretch,  endured  have  thus  long. 


Thus  when  he  ended  had  his  hearie  p\aict,      4 
The  heaviest  plaint  that  erer  I  heard  sound. 
His  cheekes  wext  pale,  and  sprights  began  to  faintp 
As  if  againe  he  would  haye  fallen  to  ground ; 
Which  when  I  saw,  I,  stepping  to  him  light, 
Amoored  him  out  of  his  stonie  swouod,  545 

And  gan  him  to  recomfort  as  I  might. 

But  he  no  waie  reoomforted  would  be. 

Nor  suffer  solace  to  approach  him  nie. 

But  casting  up  a  adeintuU  eie  at  me, 

That  in  his  traunce  I  would  not  let  him  lie,        550 

Did  rend  his  baire,  and  beat  his  blubbred  fsce. 

As  one  disposed  wilfullie  to  die. 

That  I  sore  grioT'd  to  see  his  wretched  case. 


"  And  ye,  poors  pilpims !  that  with  restlesse  toyle 
Wearie  your  selves  m  wandring  desart  wayes, 
Till  that  you  come  where  ye  your  rowes  sssoyle, 
When  passbg  by  ye  reade  these  wofuU  layes,    536 
On  my  grare  written,  rue  my  Dsphnes  wrong. 
And  moame  for  me  tliat  laneuish  out  my  dayes. 
Cease,  shepheard !  cease,  and  end  thy  undersong.'— 


Tbo  when  the  pang  was  somewhat  overpast. 

And  the  outragiouw  passion  nigh  appeased,         555 

1  him  desyrde  sith  daie  was  overcast. 

And  darke  night  fast  spproacbed,  to  be  pleased 

To  turae  aside  unto  my  cabinet. 

And  staie  with  me,  till  he  were  better  eased 

Of  that  strong  stownd  which  him  so  sore  beset  560 

But  by  no  meanes  I  could  him  win  thereto, 

Ne  longer  him  intreate  with  me  to  staie. 

But  without  taking  leave  he  foorth  did  goe 

With  ataggriog  pace  and  diamall  looks  dismay. 

As  if  that  dea£h  ne  in  the  face  had  seene. 

Or  hellish  hags  had  met  upon  the  way ; 

But  what  of  him  became  I  cannot  weene.  567 


ASTKOPHEL. 


A  PASTORALL  ELEOIE, 
UPON  THE  DEATH  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE  AND  VALOROUS  KNIGHT, 

SIR  PHILIP  SIDNEY. 

DEDICATED  TO  THE  MOST  BEAUTIFULL  AND  VERTUOUS  LADIE, 

THE  COUNTESS  OF  ESSEX. 


(hsfbbabos,  that  wont,  on  pipes  of  oaten  reed, 
Oi^  timee  to  plaine  your  loves  concealed  smart ; 
And  with  your  inteous  layes  have  learnd  to  breed 
Comj)assion  in  a  oountrsv  lasses  hart : 
Hearken,  ye  gentle  shepbeards,  to  my  song, 
And  place  my  dolefuU  plaint  your  plaints  among. 

To  you  alone  I  sing  this  monrnfull  verse. 
The  moumfulst  verse  that  ever  man  heard  tell : 
To  yon  whose  sof^ned  hearts  it  may  empierau 
With  dolours  dart  for  death  of  AstropheL  *^ 


To  you  I  sing  and  to  none  other  wight. 
For  well  I  wot  my  lymea  bene  rudely  dight. 

Yet  as  they  been,  if  any  nycer  wit 

Shall  hap  to  hears,  or  covet  them  to  read : 

Thinke  he,  that  such  are  for  such  ones  most  fit. 

Made  not  to  please  the  living  but  the  dead. 

And  if  in  him  found  pity  ever  place. 

Let  him  be  moor'd  to  pity  such  a  case. 


A  onma  shepheard  home  in  A  ready. 
Of  gentlest  tiM  that  erer  shepheard  bora. 
About  the  mssie  baneks  of  Hemony 
Did  keepe  his  sheep,  his  litle  stock  and  storsi 
FUl  carefully  he  kept  them  day  and  night, 
la  6iMat  fiaua ;  and  Aatrophel  he  hight. 


Young  Astrophel,  the  pride  of  shepheards  praise^ 
Young  Astrophel,  the  rusticke  lasses  love  t 
Far  passing  sll  the  pastors  of  his  daies. 
In  all  that  seemly  shepheard  might  behove.  ll 

[In  one  thmg  ooel/  fayling  of  the  best. 
That  he  was  not  so  happie  as  the  rest. 


««• 


ASTROPHEL. 


For  from  tli«  time  tbit  fint  the  nympb  hU  mother 
Him  forth  did  bring,  and  taught  ber  Iambs  to  feed  ; 
A  Bclender  iwaine,  excelling  far  each  other,  15 

In  comely  ahape,  like  ber  that  did  bim  breed, 
He  grew  up  fast  in  goodnesse  and  in  grace. 
And  doubly  faire  woze  both  in  mynd  and  face. 


Which  dail'^jnore  andmore  bto  did  augment, 
With  ffentle  usuage  arid  demeanure  mvld: 
That  all  mens  hearts  with  secret  nrishment 
He  stole  away,  and  weetingly  beguyld. 
Ne  spight  it  selfe,  that  all  good  things  doth  spill. 
Found  ought  in  him,  that  she  could  say  waa  iIL 

His  sports  were  faire,  bis  ioyance  innocent. 
Sweet  without  aowre,  and  bonny  without  gall : 
And  be  himaeUe  seemed  made  for  meriment, 
Merily  masking  both  in  bowre  and  ball. 
There  waa  no  pleasure  nor  delightful!  play, 
When  Astrophel  so  erer  was  away.      ' 


90 


25 


For  be  could  pipe,  and  daunce,  and  caroll  sweet, 
Emongst  the  shepbeards  in  their  shearing  feast ; 
'  Aa  aomers  larke  tnat  with  ber  song  dotb  greet 
The  dawninff  day  forth  comming  from  the  eaat 
And  layea  of  lore  be  alao  oonld  compose :  35 

Thriae  happie  abe,  whom  be  to  praise  did  chose. 

Full  many  maydens  often  did  bim  woo, 

Them  to  vouchsafe  emongat  hia  rimes  to  name, 

Or  make  for  them  as  he  was  wont  to  doo 

For  her  that  did  hia  heart  with  lore  inflame*        40 

For  which  they  promised  to  digbt  for  bim 

Gay  chapleta  of  flowers  and  gyrlonds  trim. 

And  many  a  nymph  both  of  the  wood  and  brooke, 
Soone  as  nia  oaten  pipe  began  to  shrill, 
Both  cbristall  wells  and  shadie  rrores  forsooke,    45 
To  heare  the  charmea  of  his  enchanting  skill ; 
And  brought  bim  presents,  flowers  if  it  were  prime, 
Or  mellow  fruit  if  it  were  harrest  time. 


But  be  for  none  of  them  did  care  a  whit, 
Yet  wood^^ods  for  them  of^en  sighed  sore  : 
Ne  for  their  gifls  unworthie  of  his  wit. 
Yet  not  unworthie  of  the  countries  store. 
For  one  alone  be  cared,  for  one  he  aiffb't. 
His  lifes  desire,  and  bis  deare  lorea  oeligbt. 


50 


55 


Stella  the  faire,  the  faireat  atar  in  side, 

As  faire  aa  Venus  or  the  faireat  faire, 

(A  fairtf  atar  aaw  nerer  living  eie,) 

Shot  her  abarp  pointed  beamea  through  pnreat  aire. 

Her  he  did  love,  ber  he  alone  did  honor. 

His  thoughts,  hia  rimea,  hia  aonga  were  aU  upon  her. 

To  ber  be  yowd  tbe  service  of  hia  daiea,  61 

On  her  he  apent  the  richea  of  hia  wit : 

For  her  he  m^e  hymnea  of  immortall  praise, 

Of  onely  her  he  sung,  be  thought,  he  writ. 

Her,  and  but  ber,  of  love  be  wortbie  deemed ;      65 

For  all  the  rest  but  litle  he  esteemed. 

Ne  ber  with  ydle  words  alone  be  wowed. 
And  yeraea  vaine,  (yet  verses  are  not  vaine,) 
But  with  brave  deeda  to  her  aole  service  vowed* 
And  bold  atcbievementa  her  did  entertaine.  70 

For  both  in  deeda  and  worda  be  nourtred  was. 
Both  wise  and  bardie,  (too  bardie,  alaa !) 


In  wrestling  nimble,  and  in  rennine  awif^ 
In  shooting  ateddie,  and  in  awimnung  strong : 
Well  madiLto  strike,  to  throw,  to  leepe,  to  lift,      75 
And  ^  thejpdMs  that  abepbeoida  are  emong.   ^ 
Jn  every  one  be  vanoniaht  every  one, 
lie  vanquiabt  all,  ana  vanquiaht  wa  sof  none. 

Beaidea,  in  honting  aucb  feli^^ 

Or  rather  infeUfiilie  be  found,  80 

I1iat  every  field  and  forest  far  away 

He  aougbt,  where  salvage  beasts  oc  most  abound. 

I  No  beast  ao  salvage  but  he  could  it  kill ; 

'No  chace  so  hard,  but  be  therein  bad  akilL 


Such  skill,  matcht  with  aucb  courage  aa  be  had,  85 
Did  prick  bim  fborth  with  proud  daire  of  pnise 
To  seek  abroad,  of  daonger  noogbt  ydrad, 
Hia  miatrease  name,  and  hia  owne  fame  to  raiae. 
What needeth  perill  tobe aooght abroad, 
90  I  Since,  round  aoont  nA,  A  dmh  vnriBe  aboad !  90 


It  fortuned  as  be  that  perilona  game 
In  foireine  aoyle  puraued  far  away  ; 
Into  a  foraat  wide  and  waste  he  came, 
Where  atore  be  heard  to  be  of 


Bo  wide  sl  fS»re9t  and  ao  w.aste  as  Ou^, 
"Nor  famoua  Ardeyn,  nor  fowle  Arfo,  i 


piay. 


95 


Tbero  his  welwoven  toylea,  and  subtil  iraines. 
He  laid  tbe  brutish  nation  to  enwrap  : 
So  well  be  wrought  with  practiae  and  with  painee. 
That  be  of  them  graat  troupe  did  aoone  entrap.   100 
Full  happie  man  (misweenmg  much)  waa  bee. 
So  rich  a  spoile  within  his  power  to  see.  '^^ 

Efboones,  all  beedlease  of  bis  dearaat  bale. 

Full  greedily  into  tbe  beard  he  thrust. 

To  alaughter  them,  and  worke  their  finall  bale,    105 

Least  that  his  toyle  should  of  their  troups  be  bnist. 

Wide  wounds  emongst  them  many  one  he  made. 

Now  with  his  sharp  borespear,  now  with  his  blade. 

His  oare  waa  all  how  he  them  all  might  kill, 

That  none  might  scape,  (ao  partiall  unto  none  :) 

111  mynd  ao  much  to  mvnd  anothera  ill.  111 

Aa  to  become  nnmyndmll  of  bis  owne. 

But  pardon  that  unto  the  ernell  akies, 

That  from  himselfe  to  them  withdrew  his  eies. 

So  aa  be  rag'd  emongst  that  beaatly  ront,  115 

A  oruell  beast  of  moat  aocnraed  brood 
Upon  him  turnd,  (deapeyre  makes  oowaida  stout,) 
And,  with  fell  tooth  acenatomed  to  blood,  .^ 

Launched  hia  thigh  with  ao  miscbievoaa  aoigfat. 
That  it  both  bone  and  musdea  ryved  qoigbL        190 

So  deadly  was  the  dint  and  deep  tbe  wound, 
And  ao  huge  atreames  of  blood  thereont  did  flow, 
lliat  he  endured  not  tbe  dirofuU  atound. 
But  on  the  oold  dean  earth  bimaelfii  did  throw ; 
I'he  whiles  the  captive  heard  his  neta  did  rend,  lt5 
And,  having  none  to  let,  to  wood  did  wend. 

Ah !  where  were  ye  diia  while  his  sbepheard  pacres» 
To  whom  alive  was  nought  so  deiro  is  bee : 
And  ye  £iyre  mayds,  the  matohenof  his  yeares. 
Which  in  hia  grace  did  boast  you  most  to  be*  I 
Ah  I  where  were  ye,  when  be  of  von  bad  na«i. 
To  atop  his  wound  that  wondronal/  did  bleed  1 
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*  Ab  I  wretched  hqj^  the  shape  of  dreryhead. 
And  aad  ensample  of  maos  suddein  end  : 
Fall  Htle  iailetb  but  thou  shalt  be  dead,  135 

ITnpitied.  uoplaynd.  of  foe  or  friend ! 
V/nilest  none  is  nign,  thine  eyiids  up  to  close, 

'  And  kiase  tby  lips  like  faded  leaTes  of  rose. 

^  A  sort  of  shepheards  sewing  of  the  cbacej 
As  they  the  forest  raunged  on  a  day,  140 

By  fate  or  fortune  came  unto  the  place, 
Where  as  the  lucklesse  boy  yet  bleeding  lay ; 
Yet  bleeding  lay,  and  yet  would  still  have  bled. 
Had  not  good  baip  those  shepheards  ihetber  led. 

>Thev  stopt  bis  wound,  (too  late  to  stop  it  was !) 

Ana  in  their  annes  then  softly  did  bim  reare :      14^ 

Tbo  ^ss  be  wild)  unto  his  loved  las&e, 

His  aearest  love,  him  dolefully  did  beare. 

The  dolefulst  biere  that  ever  man  did  see, 

Was  Astropbel,  but  dearest  unto  mee !  150 

She,  when  she  saw  bar  lore  in  such  a  plight, 
With  onidled  blood  and  filthie  gore  deformed. 
That  woot  to  be  with  flowers  and  gyrlonds  digbt. 
And  ber  deare  fiirours  dearly  well  aidomed ; 
Her  face«  the  fairest  face  that  eye  mote  see,        155 
She  likewise  did  deforme  like  him  to  bee. 


tHer  yellow  locks  that  shone  so  bright  and  long, 
As  sunny  beames  in  fairest  somers  day, 
Sbe  fiersly  tore,  and  with  outragioua  wrong 
From  ber  red  cheeks  the  roses  rent  away ;  160 

And  her  faire  brest,  the  threasury  of  ioy. 
She  spoyld  tbereof,  and  filled  with  annoy. 

His  paUed  face,  impictured  with  death. 

She  bathed  oft  with  teares,  and  dried  oft : 

And  with  sweet  kisses  suckt  the  wasting  breath  165 

Out  of  his -lips  like  liUies  pale  and  soft. 

And  oft  she  cald  to  him,  who  answerd  nought, 

But  onely  by  his  looks«  did  tell  his  thought. 

The  rest  of  ber  impatient  regret. 

And  piteous  mone  the  which  abe  for  him  made,  170 

No  tcong  can  tell,  nor  any  forth  can  set. 

But  be  whose  heart  like  sorrow  did  invade. 

At  Ifiati  when  paine  his  vitall  powres  had  spent. 

His  wasted  liie  her  weafie  lodge  forwent. 


175 
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Which  when  she  saw,  she  staied  not  a  whit. 
But  after  him  did  make  untimely  haste : 
Forth- witli  her  ghost  out  of  her  corps  Old  flit. 
And  followed  her  make  like  turtle  chaste ; 
ITo  prove  that  deatti  tneir  bearis  cannot'divide, 
■Which  living  were  in  love  so  firmly  tide.  180 

The  gods,  which  all  things  see,  this  same  beheld. 
And,  pittying  this  paire  of  lovers  trew, 
Tran«fomi#d  tham  VIipi-a  lyinp  ^^  t};^^  field 
Into  one  flowre  that  is  both  red  and  blew  : 
;  It  first  growes  red,  and  then  to  blew  doth  fade,   1 85 
/  Like  Astropbel,  which  thereinto  was  made. 

At»1  in  thA  tnJA^t*  »*»ftrftnf  a  ptar  appearaa- 

As  fairiy  ^^rp'^  *»  '"r  ■♦•*'  *"  akyfi t  j 

Kesembling  Stella  in  her  freshest  yeares. 

Forth  darting  beamee  of  beautie  from  her  eyea :  190 

Andall  gie  day  itjtandeth  full  of  dcow^ 

Wbica  IS  the  teafesTthat  from  ber  eyes  did  flow. 

That  bearbe  of  some  starlight  is  cald  by  name. 

Of  others  Pentbia,  though  not  so  well : 

But  thou,  where  ever  thou  doest  finde  the  same,  195 

From  this  day  forth  do  call  it  Astropbel : 

And,  whea  so  ever  thou  it  up  doest  take. 

Do  pluck  it  softly  for  that  shepbeszda  sake* 

Hereof  when  tydings  far  abroad  did  passe, 

The  shepheards  all  which  loved  bim  full  deare,  SOO 

And  sure  full  deare  of  all  he  loved  was. 

Did  thetber  flock  to  see  what  they  did  beare. 

And  when  that  pitteons  spectacle  thev  vewed. 

The  same  with  bitter  teares  they  all  bedewed. 

And  every  one  did  make  exceeding  mone,  205 

With  inward  an^sh  and  great  sriefe  oppreat : 
And  every  one  did  weep  and  waue,  and  mone, 
And  meanea  devia*d  to  shew  ^lif  annrow  best. 
That  from  tiiat  houre,  aince  first  on  grassie  greene 
Shepheards  kept  sheep,  waa  not  Uke  mourning  seen. 

But  first  his  sister  that  Clorinda  bight,  211 

The  gentlest  shepbeardesse  that  lives  this  day. 
And  most  resembling  both  in  shape  and  spright 
Her  brother  deare,  began  this  dolefuU  lay. 
Which,  least  I  marre  the  sweetnesse  of  uie  verse. 
In  sort  as  she  it  sung  I  will  rehearse.  216 


THE  DOLEFULL  LAY  OF  CLOMNDA, 

Thete  verssi  are  tuppaied  to  hatu  been  written  by  Mary  Cmtnteu  of  Pembroke,  ritUr  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 


Ay  me,  to  whom  shall  1  my  case  complaine, 
That  may  oompassion  my  impatient  ghefe ! 
Or  where  shall  I  unfold  my  mward  paine, 
That  my  enhven  .heart  may  find  reliefe ! 
Shall  I  unto  the  beaveoly  powres  it  show  1         5 
Or  unto  eaithly  men  that  dwell  below  1 

To  keavensl  ab !  they  alas !  the  antbora  were, 

And  workers  of  my  unremedied  wo : 

For  tbsy  foTMee  what  to  as  bappena  here, 

And  tbey  foreeaw,  yet  suflred  this  be  so.  10 

F*«B  tbMn  eomes  good,  from  them  comes  also  il ; 

I  lilt  whieh  tbey  mMe,  who  can  them  wame  to  spill  ? 


To  men  ?  ah !  tbey  alas !  like  wretched  bee. 

And  subiect  to  the  beavena  ordinance  : 

Bound  to  abide  whatever  they  decree,  15 

Their  best  redresse  is  their  best  sufferance. 
How  then  can  tbey,  like  wretched,  comfortmee. 
The  which  no  lease  need  comforted  to  bee  t 

Then  to  my  selfe  will  I  my  sorrow  moume, 
Sith  none  alive  like  sorrowfuU  remaines:  20 

And  to  my  selfe  my  plaints  shall  back  retoume, 
To  pay  their  usury  with  doubled  paines. 

The  woods,  the  bills,  the  rivers,  shall  resound 
The  mournful]  accent  of  my  sorrowes  ground. 


<u 
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Woodf,  hilli,  and  riven,  now  are  dasoUto,  25 

Sitb  he  it  gone  the  which  them  all  did  grace : 
And  aU  the  fields  do  waile  their  widow  state, 
Sith  death  their  fairest  flowre  did  late  deface. 
The  fairest  flowre  in  field  that  erer  grew. 
Was  Astrophel  -,  that  was,  we  all  may  raw.       SO 

What  cniell  hand  of  eorsed  foe  onknowne. 
Hath  cropt  the  atalke  which  bote  so  faire  a  flowre  T 
Untimely  cropt,  before  it  well  were  growne, 
And  cleane  defined  in  untimely  howre. 
Great  losse  to  all  that  ev^er  bim  did  see,  35 

Great  losse  to  all,  but  greatest  loaae  to  mee ! 

Breake  now  yonr  gyrlonds,  O  ye  abepheards  lasses, 
Sith  the  faire  flowre,  which  them  adomd,  is  gon : 
I'be  flowre,  which  them  adomd,  is  gone  to  ashes, 
Never  againe  let  lease  put  gyrlond  on.  40 

In  atead  of  gyrlond,  weare  aad  cypres  nowe. 
And  bitter  ^der,  broken  from  the  bowe. 

Ne  ever  sing  the  love-layea  which  he  made; 
Who  ever  made  such  layee  of  lore  as  beet 
Ne  ever  read  the  riddles,  which  he  sayd  45 

Unto  your  aelTea,  to  make  yon  meiy  glee. 
Yonr  mery  glee  is  now  laid  all  abed. 
Your  mery  maker  now  alasse !  is  dead. 

Death,  the  deTouier  of  all  worlds  deli^^ht. 
Hath  robbed  you,  and  reft  me  fro  my  loy :  50 

Both  you  and  me,  and  all  the  world  he  quight 
Hath  robd  of  ioyance,  and  left  sad  anuoy. 
loy  of  the  world,  and  abephearda  pride  was  bee  I 
Shepheaids,  hope  never  like  againe  to  see  ! 

Oh  Death  (  that  hast  us  of  such  riches  reft,  55 

Tell  us  at  least,  what  hast  thou  with  it  doneT 
What  is  become  of  him  whose  flowre  here  left 
Is  but  the  shadow  of  his  likenesse  gone  t 
Scarse  like  the  shadow  of  that  which  he  waa. 
Nought  like,  but  that  he  like  a  shade  did  pas.  60 

But  that  immortall  spirit,  which  was  deckt 
With  all  the  dowries  of  celestiall  grace. 
By  soveraine  choyce  from  th'  heyenly  quires  select. 
And  lineally  derir'd  from  angels  race, 

O !  what  is  now  of  it  become  aread.  65 

Ay  me,  can  so  divine  a  thing  be  dead  t 


Ah  I  no :  it  ia  not  dead,  ne  can  it  die. 
But  livea  for  aie,  in  bUsinll  Paradise : 
Where  like  a  new-borne  babe  it  soft  doth  liew 
In  bed  of  lillies  wrapt  in  tender  wise ; 
And  corapast  all  about  with  rosee  sweet, 
And  daintie  violets  from  head  to  feet. 


ro 


There  thousand  birda.  all  of  celestiall  brood, 
To  him  do  sweetly  caroU  day  and  nieht ; 
And  with  straun^  notes,  of  bim  well  undentood. 
Lull  bim  asleep  m  &ngeliok  deli|fht ;  76 

Whilest  in  sweet  dreame  to  him  presented  bee 
ImmortsU  beauties,  which  no  eye  may  see. 

But  he  them  sees,  and  takes  exceeding  pleasure 
Of  their  divine  aspects,  appearing  plame,  8C 

And  kindling  love  in  him  above  all  measure; 
Sweet  love,  still  ioyous,  never  feeling  paine. 
For  what  so  goodly  forme  he  there  doth  see. 
He  may  enioy  from  iealons  rsncor  free 

There  liveth  he  io  everlasting  blis,  85 

Sweet  spirit  never  fearing  more  to  die : 
Ne  dreading  harme  from  any  foea  of  his, 
Ne  fearing  salvage  beasts  more  crueltie. 

Whilest  we  here,  wretches,  waile  his  private  lack. 
And  with  vaine  vowes  do  often  call  bun  back.  90 

But  live  thou  there,  still  happie,  h^ipSe  spirit. 
And  five  us  leave  thee  here  thua  to  lament ! 
Not  thee  that  doest  thy  heavens  ioy  inherit. 
But  our  owne  aelves  that  here  in  dole  are  dnau 
Thua  do  we  weep  and  waile,  and  wear  our  eiea. 
Mourning,  in  others,  our  own  miseiiea  ^ 


Wmca  when  she  ended  had,  another  swaine 
Of  gentle  wit  and  daintie  sweet  device. 
Whom  Astrophel  ful  deare  did  entertaine, 
Whilest  here  he  liv'd,  and  held  in  passing  price, 
Hight  Thestylis,  began  his  monmfull  tonme :  5 

And  made  the  muses  in  his  song  to  mouma. 

And  after  him  full  many  other  moe. 

As  everie  one  in  order  lov'd  him  best, 

Gan  dight  themselves  t'  expreese  their  inward  woe. 

With  ddefrill  layes  unto  the  time  addrest,  10 

The  which  I  here  in  order  will  rehearse, 

As  fittest  flowres  to  deck  his  moumfnU  hearse.    IS 
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Thii  and  the  tueceeding  Poem  an  tuppo$ed  to  have  been  written  bjf  todomiek  BrytketL 


'  CoKs  forth,  ye  nymphes,  come  forth,  forsake  yonr 

watry  bowres, 

'  Forsake  your  mossy  caves,  and  help  me  to  lamoit : 

Help  me  to  tune  my  doleful!  notes  to   gurgling 

sound  [of  ours 

Of  Liffies  tumbling  streames :  Come,  let  salt  teares 

Mix  with  his  waters  fresh.  O  come,  let  one  consent 

loyne  us  to  moume  with  wailfull  plaints  the  deedly 

wound  6 


Which  fatall   clap  hath  made,  decreed  by  higt  er 

powres; 
The  dreery  day  in  which  they  have  from  nsyrent 
The  noblest  plant  that  might  from  east  to  west  b# 

found. 
\Mourne,  mourn,  great  Phillips  fidl,  mouin  we  fain 

wofuU  end,  lO 

Whom  spitefttll  Death  hath  pluct  untimely  from  thm 

tree. 
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Whiles  yec  his  yeaxBS  ia  ilowre  did  promise  worthie 

fnite. 
Ah  dresdful  Mars,  why  didst  thou  not  tbj  knight 

defend  1 
What  wrathiull  mood,  what   fault  of  oars,  hath 

moTed  thee 
Of  such  a  shining  light  to  leave  us  destitute  1       15 
Thou  with  benigne  aspect  sometime  didst  us  behold, 
Thou  hast  in  Britons  valoor  tane  delight  of  old. 
And  with  thj  preeenoe  oft  vouchsaft  to  attribute 
Fame  and  renowme  to  us  for  glorious  martisll  deeds. 
But  now  their  [thy]  ireful  hemes  haye  chiU*d  our 

harts  with  cold ;  20 

Thou  hast  estranged  thy  self,  and  deignest  not  our 

land: 
Farrs  off  to  otheri  now  thy  fiirour  honour  breeds. 
And  high  disdaine  doth  cause  thee  shun  our  clime, 

(Ifeare;) 
For  hadst  thou  not  bene  wroth,  or  that  time  neare  at 

hand. 
Thou  wouldst  haTO  heard  the  cry  that  wofull  Eng- 
land made ;  25 
Eke  Zealands  piteous  plsimts,  and  Hollands  toren 

heare» 
Would  haplT  hare  appeas'd  thy  divine  angry  mynd : 
Thou  shoulost  haye  seen  the  trees  refuse  to  yeeld 

their  shade. 
And  wailing  to  let  All  the  honor  of  their  head ; 
And  birds  in  moumfull  tunes  lamenting  in  their 

Idnde.  SO 

Up  from  his  tombe  the  mightie  Corineus  rose. 
Who  cursing  oft  the  fates  that  this  mishap  had  bred, 
His  hoaiy  loeksbe  tare,  celling  the  heavens  un- 

kinde. 
The  Thames  was  heard  to  roare,  the  Reyne  and  eke 

the  Mose, 
The  SchaM,  the  Danow  selfe,  this  great  mischance 

did  rue,  35 

With  torment  and  with  grief:  their  fountains  pure 

and  cleere 
Were  troubled,  and  with  swelling  flouds  declar'd 

their  woes. 
The  n(ttses  comfbrlles,  thenymphes  with  paled  hue. 
The  silvan  gods  likewise,  came  running  farre  and 

neere. 
And  all  with  tearee  bedeawd,  and  eyes  cast  up  on 

hie;  40 

O  help,  O  help,  ye  gods,  they  ghsstly  gan  to  crie. 
O  ehaunge  the  cruell  fate  of  this  so  rare  a  wight. 
And  grauot  that  natures  course  may  measure  out  his 

age. 
The  beasts   their  foods  forsooke,  and,  trembling 

fearfully. 
Each  sought  his  cave  or  den,  this  cry  did  them  so 

iHght.  45 

Out  from  amid  the  war es,  by  storme  then  stirr*d  to 

«e^» 
This  cne  did  cause  to  rise  th*  old  father  Ocean  hoare, 

Who  grave  with  held,  and  full  of  maiestie  in  sight, 

Spske  in  this  wise.  "  Refrain  (quoth  he)  your  teares 

and  plainu, 
Cease  theise,  your  idle  words,  make  vaine  requests 

no  mors.  50 

Ko  humble  speech,  nor  mone,  may  move  the  fixed 

stint 
Of  destinie  or  death :  Such  ia  His  will  that  paints 
The  earth  with  colours  fiesh ;  the  darkest  skies  with 

store 
Of  ttarry  lights :  And  though  your  teares  a  hart  of 

ilini 


Might  tender  make,  yet  nought  herein  they  will  pre- 

vaile."  55 

*     Whiles  thus  he  said,  the  noble  knight,  who  gan  to 

feele 
«  His  vitall  force  to  faint,  and  death  with  cruell  dint 
Of  direfull  dart  his  mortall  bodie  to  assaile, 
« With  eyes  lift  up  to  heav'n,  and  courage  fraoke  as 

Steele, 

With  cheerful!  face,  where  valour  lively  was  exprest, 

«But  humble  mynd,  he  said:  "  O  Lord,  if  ought  this 

fraile  61 

And  earthly  carcasse  have  thy  service  sought  t'  ad- 

vaunce; 
If  my  deaire  have  bene  still  to  relieve  th*  opprest ; 
If  iustice  to  maintains  that  valour  I  have  spent 
Which  thou  me  gav'st ;  or  if  henceforth  I  might  ad- 
vaunce  65 

Thy  name,  thy  truth,  then  spare  me  (Lord)  if  thou 

think  best; 
Forbeare  these  unripe  yeares.  But  if  thy  will  be  bent. 
If  that  prefixed  time  be  come  which  thou  hast  set ; 
^Througb  pure  and  Ibrvent  faith,  I  hope  now  to  be 
piast 

*  In  th  everlasting  blis,  which  with  thv  precious  blood 
^  Thou  purchase  didst  for  us."  With  tnat  a  aigh  he  set, 

» A  nd  straight  a  doudie  mist  his  senoes  overcast ;    72 

•His  lips  wazt  pale  and  wan,  like  damaske  roses  bud 

Csst  from  the  stalks,  or  like  in  field  to  purple  flowre, 

Which  languisheth  being  shred  by  culter  as  it  past.  75 

*  A  trembling  chilly  oold  ran  throgh  their  veines, 

which  were 
With  eies  brimfuU  of  tesres  to  see  his  fatall  howre. 
Whose  blustring  sighes  at  firat  their  sorrow  did  de- 

clsre, 

*  Next,  murmuring  ensude ;  at  last  they  not  forbeare 
»  Plaine  outcries,  &  against  the  heav'ns  that  enviously 

*  Deprived  us  of  s  spright  so  perfect  and  so  rare.    8 1 
The  sun  his  lightsom  beames  did  shrowd,  and  hide 

his  face 
For  griefe,  whereby  the  earth  feard  night  eternally : 
The  mountainea  eachwhere  shooke,  the  rivers  tum'd 

their  streames, 
And  th'  aire  gan  winterlike  to  rage  and  fret  apace :  85 
And  grisly  ghosts  by  night  were  scene,  snd  fierie 

gleamea, 
Amid  the  clouds  with  daps  of  thunder,  that  did 


To  rent  the  akiea,  and  made  both  man  and  beast 

afeard: 
The  birds  of  ill  presage  this  luckleise  chance  foretold, 
By  demfull  noise;  snd  dogs  with  howling  made 

man  deeme  90 

Some  mischief  was  at  hand :  for  such  they  do  esteeme 
As  tokens  of  mishap,  and  so  have  done  of  old. 
f     Ah  I  that  thou  hadst  but  heard  his  lovely  Stella 

plaine 
Her  g^reevous  losse,  or  seene  her  heavie  mourning 

cheere, 
f  While  she,  with  woe  opprest,  her  sorrowes  did  unfold. 
•  Her  haire  hung  lose,  neglect,  about  her  shoulders 

twaine ;  96 

And  from  those  two  bright  starrea  to  him  sometime 

so  deere, 
a  Her  heart  sent  drops  of  pesrle,  which  fell  in  foyson 

downs 
Twixt  liUy  snd  the  rose.    She  wroong  her  hands 

with  peine. 
And  piteously  gan  say:   *'My  true  and  faithfull 

pheere,  100 

Alas,  and  woe  is  me,  why  should  my  fortune  frowne 


A 


Go  me  thus  firowsrdlj  to  rob  me  of  my  loy ! 

*  Whet  crnell  eayioos  bend  betb  tekeo  thee  ewej, 

*  And  with  tbee  mv  content,  my  comfort,  end  my  stay  T 
Tbou  onelie  wast  the  eaae  of  trouble  end  ennoy,  105 
When  they  did  me  aeseile  ;  in  thee  my  hopes  did  rest. 
Alas,  what  now  is  left  but  grief,  that  night  end  day 
Afflicts  this  wofall  life,  and  with  ceotinoan  rage 
Torments  ten  thousand  waies  my  miserable  brest ! 
O  greedie  envious  heaT*n,  what  needed  tbee  to  hare 
Bnricht  with  such  a  iewell  this  unhappie  age ;    111 
To  take  it  back  againe  so  soone !    Alas,  when  shall 
Mine  eies  see  ought  that  may  content  them,  since 

thy  gtvre. 
My  onely  treasure,  hides  the  ioyes  of  my  poore  hart! 
As  here  with  thee  on  earth  I  liv  d,  even  eo  equall  1 15 
Me  tibinkes  it  were  with  thee  in  heaf^i  I  did  abide : 
And  as  our  troubles  all  we  here  on  earth  did  part. 
So  reason  would  that  there  of  thy  most  hippie  state 

*  I  had  my  share.    Alas,  if  thou  mr  trustie  guide 

«  Were  wont  to  be,  how  canst  tinou  leave  me  thus 
alone  120 

I  In  darkneese  and  astray ;  weake,  wearie,  deaokte, 

*  Plung'd  in  a  world  of  woe,  reluisdng  for  to  take 

«  Me  with  thee  to  the  place  of  rest  where  thou  ait 

gone !" 
«  This  said,  she  held  bar  peace,  for  sorrow  tide  her 

toong; 
And  insteed  of  more  words,  seemd  that  her  eies  a 

lake  lt5 

Of  teares  had  bene,  they  flow'd  so  plenteoody  there- 

fro: 
And,  with  her  sobs  and  sighs,  th*  aire  round  about 

her  roong. 
If  Venus,  when  she  waild  her  deare  Adonis  slaine, 
Ought  moov'd  in  thy  fiers  hart  compassion  of  her 

woe. 
His  noble  sisters  plaints,  her  sighee  and  teares 

emong,  ISO 

Would  sure  have  made  thee  milde,  and  inly  rue  her 

peine: 
Aurora  halfe  so  faire  her  selfe  did  never  show, 
'  When,  from  old  Titbons  bed,  shee  weeping  did  arise. 
The  blinded  Archer-boy,  like  larke  m  showre  of 

raine. 
Sat  bathing  of  his  wings,  and  glad  the  time  did 

spend  135 

Under  those  cristall  drops,  which  fell  from  her  fiure 

eies; 
And  at  their  brightest  beames  him  proynd  in  lovely 

wise. 
Yet,  sorie  for  her  grief,  which  he  could  not  smend, 
The  gentle  boy  gan  wipe  her  eies,  and  clear  those 

ligbte, 
Those  lights  through  which  his  glory  and  his  con- 
quests shine.  140 
The  graces  tuckt  her  hair,  which  hang  like  threds  of 

gold. 
Along  her  yvorie  brest,  the  treasure  of  delights. 
«  All  things  wifii  her  to  weep,  it  seemed,  did  encline^ 
t  The  trees,  the  hiUs,  die  dales,  the  caves,  the  stones 

so  cold. 
I  The  aire  did  help  them  moume,  with  dark  clouds, 

raine,  and  mist,  146 

Forbearing  many  a  day  to  cleare  it  selfe  againe ; 
Which  made  them  eftsoones  feare  the  daies  of  Pirrha 

shold 
Of  creatures  spoie  the  earth,  their  latall  threds 

untwist. 
For  Phoebus  gladsome  raies  were  wished  for  in  vaiue, 


And  with  her  quivering  light  Latoca 
And  Charies-waine  eke  relns'd  to  be  the' 

guide.  151 

On  Neptune  warre  was  made  by  Aedliia  and  fate 

trame. 
Who,  letting  loose  the  winds,  tost  and  tuifted  cfa' 

aire. 
So  that  on  ev'iy  coast  men  ahipwiaek  did  abide. 
Or  else  were  swallowed  up  in  open  sea  with  wmrwm. 
And  such  as  came  to  shoars  wars  beaieD  with 

despaire.  156 

f  The  Medwaies  silver  sireamea,  that  wont  so  still  to 

elide, 
^Were  troubled  now  and  wvothe;    whose  liiddea 

hollow  oavee 
<Along  his  banks  with  fbg  Aen  ahrowdevfroB  imb** 

eye, 
%  AjT  Phillip  did  resownd,  aie  Phillip  they  did  cm.  160 
ffis  nimphs  were  aeen  no  mora  O^o^  eoalOBB  atfl 

it  craves) 
With  haire  spred  to  the  wynd  theoiaelvaa  to  balft  or 

sport. 
Of  with  thehooke  or  net,  baiefooled  waBtodlT, 
The  pleasant  daintie  fish  to  entan^  or  deeciv*. 
The  ehepheards  left  their  wonted  ^aeea  of  resoft,lfiS 
•  Tlieir  bagpipes  now  were  ctill  |  their  loving 

layes 
Were  quite  forgot ;  and  now  their  Mo6kM 

mi^^  perceive 
I  To  wander  and  to  straie,  all  earelealy  neglset, 
k  And  in  the  stead  of  mirth  and  pleasure,  nights 

dayea 
Nought  els  was  to  be  heaid,  but  woes,  ooaaplaints, 

and  mono.  170 

But  thou  (O  bleaaed  aonle!)  doeaC  haply  net  re- 
spect 
These  tesrea  we  abead,  though  ndl  of  loving  pnn 

afiEBot, 
Having  affizt  thine  eyes  on  that  moat  glorioosdirane^ 
Where  full  of  mueatie  the  High  Creator  rei|paes  ^ 
In  whose  bright  shining  ftee  thy  ioyes  are  aQ  c«mb- 

plete,  175 

Whose  love  kindles  thy  spright ;   where  happee 

alwaies  one. 
Thou  liVst  in  blis  that  earthly  passion  never  atahies } 
Where  from  the  purest  spring  the  sacred  necmr 

sweete 
Is  thy  continuall  drinke ;  where  thoa  doeat  gather 

now 
Of  well  emploied  life  th'  inestimable  gaines.       f  W 
There  Venus  on  thee  smiles,  Apollo  gives  thee  place. 
And  Mars  in  reverent  wise  doth  to  thy  vcrtae  bow. 
And  decks  his  fiery  sphere,  to  do  thee  honour  most. 
In  highest  part  whereof,  thy  valour  for  to  graee, 
« A  cbaire  of  gold  he  sets  to  thee,  and  there  doth  tdl 
%Thy  noble  acts  anew,  whereby  even  they  tfam  bonst 
»  Themselves  of  auncient  fame,  as  Pirrhus,  Hannibail, 
Scipio,  and  Caesar,  iritb  the  rest  that  did  ezoeH  IBS 
In  martiall  prowesse,  high  thy  ^rie  do  adaaire. 
-All  faaile,  therefore,  O  worthie  PfaiUtp  immoftsli, 
'1'he  flowre  of  Sydneyea  race,  the  honour  of  thy  name  I 
-.Whose  worthie  praise  to  sing,  my  muses  not  ■».- 

pire,  19« 

Rut  sorrowfbn  and  sad  these  tesres  to  thee  let  frB ; 
Yet  wish  their  verses  might  so  ftm  and  wide  thy 

fame 
Extend,  that  envies  rage,  nor  time,  might  end  die 

same.  195 
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LYCON.    COUN. 


LYCOV. 


Colin,  weU  fiu  thy  lad  dMsre  this  sad  ttawad, 
ThU  wofull  stownd,  wherein  all  things  e(Mnplaiii« 
This  great  ini«hap,  this  greevous  losse  of  owies. 
Hesr'st  thon  the  Orown  t    How  with  hollow  sownd 
He  slides  away,  and  murmuring  doth  plains,  5 

And  seemes  to  say  unto  the  ^aduig  flowres, 
Alon|  his  bankes,  unto  the  bared  trees ; 
Phillisides  is  dead.    Up  iolly  swaine. 
Thou  that  with  skill  canst  tune  a  doleiull  lay, 
Help  him  to  mourn.   My  hart  with  grief  doth  fireese. 
Hoarse  is  my  roioe  with  crying,  else  a  part  11 

Sore  would  I  beare,  though  rude :  but,  as  I  may, 
With  sobs  and  sighes  I  second  wUl  thy  song. 
And  so  ezpresse  the  sorrowes  of  my  hart. 

CouN.  Ah  Lvcon,  Lycon,  what  need  sldll,  to  teach 
A  grieved  myod  powre  forth  his  plaints !  how  long  16 
Hath  the  pore  turtle  eon  to  school  ^weeneat  thou^ 
To  leame  to  mourne  her  lost  mske !    No,  no,  each 
Creature  bv  nature  can  tell  how  to  waile. 
6eest  not  these  flocks,  how  sad  they  wander  now  t  30 
Seemeth  their  leaders  bell  their  bleating  tones 
In  dolefull  sound.    Like  him,  not  one  doth  faile 
With  hanging  head  to  shew  a  hesTie  cheare. 
What  bird  (1  pray  thee)  bast  thou  seen,  that  pruni  s 
Himselfe  of  late  ?  did  any  oheerfull  note  to 

Ccme  to  thine  eares,  or  gladsome  sight  appeare 
Unto  thine  eies,  since  that  same  fat&  howre  1 
Hath  not  the  aire  put  on  his  mourning  coat. 
And  testified  hia  grief  with  flowing  teares  ? 
Sith  then,  it  seemeth  each  thing  to  his  powre        30 
Poth  us  inrite  to  make  a  sad  consort ; 
Come,  let  us  ioyne  our  moumfull  song  with  theirs. 
Griefe  will  endite,  and  sorrow  will  enforce, 
Thy  Toice  ',  end  eccho  will  our  words  report,  [frame, 

Lycon.  Though  my  rude  rymes  ill  with  thy  verses 
That  others  farre  excell ;  yet  will  I  force  36 

My  selfe  to  snswere  thee  the  best  I  csn. 
And  honor  my  base  words  with  his  high  name. 
But  if  my  plaints  annoy  thee  where  thou  sit 
In  secret  shade  or  care  -,  vouchsafe  (O  Pan)        40 
To  pardon  me,  and  hear  this  hard  constraint 
With  patience  while  I  sing,  and  pittie  it. 
And  eke  ye  rurall  muses,  that  do  dwell 
In  these  wilde  woods  :  if  ever  piteous  plaint 
We  did  endite,  or  taught  a  wofull  minde  45 

With  woids  of  pore  affect  his  griefe  to  tell, 
lostuet  me  now.    Now,  Colin,  then  goe  on, 
And  1  will  follow  thee,  though  farre  behinde. 


CouN.  Phillisides  is  dead.   O  hannfuU  death, 
O  deadly  harme  I     Unhappde  Albion,  50 

When  unit  thou  see,  emong  thy  shepheards  all, 
Any  so  sage,  so  perfect  ?    Whom  unneath 
Envie  could  touch  for  vertvous  Ufe  and  skfll ; 
Courteous,  valisnt,  and  liberalL 
Behold  the  sacred  Pales,  where  with  hairs  55 

Untrust  she  sitts,  in  shade  of  yonder  hill. 
And  her  fairs  ftoe,  bent  sadly  downe,  doth  send 
A  flood  of  teaiae  to  bathe  the  earth ;  and  there 
Doth  call  die  heav'ns  despightfuU,  envious, 
Cruell  his  fate,  that  made  so  shOTt  an  end  60 

Of  that  sane  life,  well  wordiie  to  have  bene 
Prolonged  with  many  yeares,  happie  and  famous. 
The  njrmphs  and  Oreades  her  round  about 
Do  sit  lamenting  on  the  grassie  grene ; 
And  with  shrill  cries,  beating  their  whitest  brests, 
Accuse  the  direfull  dart  that  death  sent  out  66 

To  give  the  fatall  stroke.    The  starres  they  blame, 
That  deafe  or  carelesse  seeme  at  thor  request. 
The  pleasant  shsde  of  stately  groves  they  shun ; 
They  leave  their  cristall  sprmgs,  where  they  wont 
frame  '^0 

Sweet  bowres  of  myrtel  twigs  and  lawrel  faire. 
To  sport  themselves  free  from  the  scorching  sun. 
And  now  the  hollow  caves  where  horror  darke 
Doth  dwell,  whence  banisbt  is  the  gladsone  aire. 
They  seeke;  and  there  in  mourning  spend  their 
time  75 

With  wailfnn  tones,  whiles  wolves  do  howle  and 

barke, 
And  seem  to  beare  a  bourdon  to  their  plaint 

Lycon.  Phillisides  is  dead.    O  doleful!  ryme ! 
Why  should  my  toong  expresse  thee  1  who  is  left 
Now  to  uphold  thy  hopes,  when  they  do  iuai,     80 
Lycon,  unfortunate !    What  spitefull  fate. 
What  lucklesse  destinie,  hath  thee  bereft 
Of  thy  chief  comfort!  of  thy  onely  stay  I 
Where  is  become  thy  wonted  happie  state. 
(Alas '  ^  wherein  through  many  a  hill  and  daki,     85 
Throogfi pleasant  woods,  and  many  an  unknowns  way. 
Along  the  bankes  of  many  silver  streames. 
Thou  with  him  yodest ;  and  with  him  didst  scale 
The  craggie  rocks  of  th'  Alpes  and  Appenine  ! 
Still  with  the  muses  spotting,  while  those  beames 
Of  vertue  kindled  in  bis  noble  brest,  PI 

Which  after  did  so  gloriously  forth  shine  ! 
But  (woe  is  me !;  they  now  yquenolied  are 
All  suddenly,  and  death  hath  them  opprest 
Loe,  father  Neptune,  with  ssd  countmisoce, 
How  he  sits  mourning  on  the  strond  now  bare^ 


44ft 


AN  KLEAiiE. 


YondOT,  where  th'  Ocean  with  his  rolling  wares 
The  white  feeta  waaheth  (wailing  this  miaobanca) 
Of  Dorar  cUfftps.    His  aacred  akirt  about 
The  aea-eoda  all  are  set ;  from  their  moist  cavea 
AH  for  hia  comfort  gath«red  there  they  be.  101 

The  Thamis  rich,  tlM  Ilamber  roagh  and  stout. 
The  fniitfoll  Sereme,  with  the  rest  are  come 
To  helpe  their  lord  to  moume,  and  eke  to  sea 
The  dolefuM  sight,  and  sad  pomp  fonerall,  105 

Of  the  dead  corpa  passing  through  his  kingdome. 
And  all  their  heads,  with  cypres  gyrionds  erown*d. 
With  wofnll  thrikes  salnte  him  great  and  amalL 
Eke  waiUuU  Eooho,  forgetting  her  dears 
Karoissus,  their  laat  accents  doth  reaownd,  1 10 

CouN.  Philliaides  is  dead.    O  IncUease  age ; 
O  widow  world ;  O  brookea  and  fountains  deero ; 
O  hills,  O  dslea,0  woods,  that  oft  have  rong 
With  his  sweet  caroling,  which  could  asswage 
The  fienest  wrath  of  tygre  or  of  beara:  115 

Ye  silvans,  fownea,  and  aatyrea,  that  among 
Theae  thickata  oft  hare  daunst  afbr  hia  pipe , 
Ye  nymphs  and  nayadea  with  golden  heaze 
That  oft  have  left  your  pureat  cristall  springs 
To  hearken  to  hia  layea,  that  conlden  wipe  ItO 

Away  all  griefo  and  sorrow  from  your  harta : 
Alas  I  who  now  is  left  that  like  him  aings  1 
When  ahall  you  heare  againe  like  harmonie  t 
8o  sweet  a  sownd  who  to  you  now  imparts! 
Loe  where  engrared  by  his  hand  yet  hres  1S5 

The  name  of  Stella  in  yonder  bay  tree. 
Happie  name  1  bappie  tree  I  (aire  may  you  grow, 
And  apred  your  autred  branch,  which  honor  givea 
To  famous  emperors  and  poeta  orowne, 
Unhappie  flock  that  wander  scattred  now,  130 


What  marrell  if  through  gzief  ye  woxen  leana^ 
Foraake  your  food,  and  hang  your  heads  adowne  I 
For  aueh  a  shephaerd  never  shall  rou  guide. 
Whose  parting  nath  of  weale  beren  you  cleans. 

Lyoow.  PhilUsides  is  dead.  O  happie  sprite,  1S5 
That  now  in  hear'n  with  bleased  souies  doest  bde . 
Looke  down  a  while  from  where  thou  sitst  above. 
And  aee  how  busie  shepheards  be  to  endite 
Sad  songs  of  grief,  their  aorrowes  to  dedara, 
And  gratefull  memory  of  their  kynd  lore.  140 

Behiud  my  aelfo  with  Colin,  gentle  awaine, 
(Whose  lerned  mnae  thou  cheriahtmoat  whyleare,) 
Where  we,  thy  name  recording,  seeke  to  ease 
The  inward  torment  and  tormenting  peine. 
That  thy  departuro  to  us  both  hath  bred ;  145 

Ne  can  each  others  sorrow  yet  appeaae. 
Behold  the  fountaina  now  leftdeaolate. 
And  withred  graaae  with  eypraa  bougbee  be  spred ; 
Behold  these  floures  which  on  thy  grare  we  atrew ; 
Which  faded,  ahew  the  girera  ftded  sUte,  150 

(Though  eke  they  ahew  uieir  ferrent  scale  and  pure; 
Whoae  onely  comfort  on  thr  welfkre  grew. 
Whoae  pnien  importune  shall  the  hear*na  for  ay. 
That,  to  thy  aahea,  rest  they  may  aaauro : 
That  leaznedst  shephearda  honor  may  thy  name  155 
With  yeerly  praises,  snd  the  nymphs  alway 
Thy  tomb  may  deck  with  fieah  ana  aweetestiowrss; 
And  that  for  CTer  may  endate  thy  fiuna. 

CouN.  The  aun  (lo!)  hastnedhath  hia  foee  to 
steep 
In  weatern  wares ;  and  th'  airo  with  atormv  ahowrea 
Wamea  us  to  drive  homewarda  our  ailly  aheep 
Lyoon,  lett'a  rise,  and  take  of  them  good  keep,   t6t 

VirtuU  nmma :  c^Urafortuma, 
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WBXmN  UPON  IBB  DXATH  OP  THS  HIGHT  BONOURABLS 

SIR  PHILLIP  SIDNEY,  KNIGHT, 

LORD  OOTSRNOUn  OP  PLUSmiO. 


As  then,  no  winds  at  all  there  blew. 

No  Bwelling  cloude  acdoid  the  aire  ; 

The  aUe,  like  grssae  [ffl***®}  of  watchet  hew, 

Beflected  Pbcebua  golden  haure ; 
The  gttniaht  tree  no  pendant  stird, 
No  Toice  was  heard  of  anie  bird. 

There  might  you  see  the  burly  beara. 

The  lion  king,  the  client ; 

The  maiden  unicorne  waa  there. 

So  waa  Acteons  homed  plant. 
And  what  of  wilde  or  tame  are  found. 
Were  ooucht  in  order  on  the  ground. 

Alcides  apeckled  poplar  tree. 
The  palms  that  monarchs  do  obtains, 
With  lors-inics  stsind  ths  mulberie, 
Tbs  fruit  thst  dswss  ths  posts  brains ; 
And  Phillis  phUbsrt  thsra  away, 
Compards  with  mirtls  and  ths  baj. 


10 


15 


Ths  tree  that  ooi&na  doth  adorns. 
With  stately  height  threatening  the  akie; 
And,  for  the  bed  of  lore  forlorne, 
The  bJacke  and  dolefull  ebonie ; 

All  in  a  circle  compast  were, 

Liks  to  an  ampithsatsr. 

Upon  ths  branchss  of  thoss  trass, 

Ths  siris-winged  people  sat, 

Diatinguiahed  in  od  degreea ; 

One  aort  ia  thia,  another  that : 
Here  Phflomell,  that  knowea  full  well. 
What  force  and  wit  in  lore  doth  dweQ. 
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SO 


Ths  skisbred  sagls,  roiall  bird, 
Psreht  thsra  upon  an  oke  abore; 
The  turtle  by  him  nsrsr  atird, 
Ezampls  of  immortall  lore. 

Ths  swan  that  ainga  about  to  dy, 

Lsaring  Mean'* 
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And,  that  which  was  of  woonder  most. 

The  phoenix  left  sweet  Arsbie ; 

And,  on  s  ecdsr  in  this  coast. 

Built  np  her  tombe  of  spicerie. 
As  I  coniictnre,  by  the  same 
Preparde  to  take  her  dying  Bame. 

In  midst  and  center  of  this  plot, 
'  I  saw  one  groveling  on  the  grasae ; 
»  A  man  or  stone,  I  Imew  not  that: 

•  No  atone ;  of  man  the  figure  was. 

And  yet  I  could  not  count  bim  one. 
More  than  the  image  made  of  atone. 

.At  length  I  might  perceive  him  reare 
*His  bodie  on  hia  elbow  end : 
Earthly  and  pale  with  ghastly  cheare, 
\  Upon  his  knees  he  upn^ud  tend. 

Seeming  like  one  in  uncouth  stound. 
To  be  ascending  oat  the  ground. 

A  grieTous  sigh  forthwith  he  throwes. 
As  mieht  hare  tome  the  riuU  strings ; 

•  Then  down  his  cheeks  the  teares  so  flows, 
As  doth  the  streams  of  many  springs. 

So  thunder  rends  the  cloud  m  twaine, 
And  makes  a  passage  for  the  raine. 

Incontinent,  with  trembling  aound ; 

•  He  wofhlly  gan  to  complaine ; 

Snoh  were  the  accents  as  might  wound. 
And  tears  a  diamond  rocke  in  twaine : 

After  hia  throbs  did  aomewhat  stay. 

Thus  heanly  he  gan  to  say : 

T  O  annne !  (said  he)  seeing  the  sunne, 
9  On  wretched  me  why  dost  thou  shine  T 

My  star  is  fidne,  my  comfort  done. 

Out  is  the  apple  of  my  eioe : 

•  Shine  upon  those  possesse  delight, 

•  And  let  me  lire  in  endlesse  night. 

•  O  griefe  that  liest  upon  my  soule. 
As  hearie  ss  a  mount  of  lead. 
The  remnant  of  my  life  controll, 

•  Consort  me  quickly  with  the  dead ; 

Haifa  of  thia  hart,  this  sprite,  and  will, 
Di'de  in  the  brest  of  AstrophiU. 

And  Tou,  compaasicmate  of  my  ifo, 

•  Gentle  birds,  beaats,  and  ahadie  tieea, 

•  I  am  assurde  ye  long  to  kno 
What  be  the  aorrowea  me  agreer'a ; 

•  Listen  ye  then  to  that  inau'lh, 

•  And  heare  a  tale  of  tearas  and  mdM. 

•  Yom  knew,  who  knew  not  Aatropfaillt 
fThat  I  sbouM  Hro  to  aaj  I  knew. 
And  hare  not  in  poaeessian  atOI  I) 
Thinn  Vaowne  permit  mt  to  renew ; 

Of  him  you  know  his  meril  aoeb 
I  cannot  asy,  yen  hoDa,  too  mi 
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«  Within  thaae  woods  of  Arcndie 

#  Re  ebkb  detif^  and  pIcaMira  took»« 
And  on  the  nonntaina  Parthenie, 
Upon  the  chryataU  hqoid  brooka. 

The  mntea  mat  him  er'ry  dmy 

•  Thtt  taught  him  atng  to  write*  sod  aiy. 


95 


When  he  descended  downe  to  the  mount, 
His  personage  aeemed  most  divine, 
A  thousand  gracea  one  might  count 
Upon  his  loTely  cheerfoU  eine ; 
To  heare  him  speake  and  sweetly  smile, 
You  were  in  Paradise  the  while. 

A  sweet  attractive  kinde  of  grace, 
A  ftiU  assurance  given  by  lookea, 
Continuall  comfort  in  a  noe, 
The  lineamenta  of  Oospell  bookes ; 
I  trowe  that  countenance  cannot  lie, 
Wboae  thoughts  are  legible  in  the  eie. 

Was  nevar  eie  did  see  that  face, 
Waa  never  eare  did  heare  that  long, 
Was  never  minde  did  minde  his  grace, 
That  ever  thought  the  travell  long ; 
But  eies,  sna  eares,  and  9v*rj  tbooght, 
Were  with  his  sweete  perfections  caught 

O  God,  that  auch  a  worthy  man, 
In  whom  so  rare  desarta  aid  raigne. 
Desired  thus,  most  leave  ua  than. 
And  we  to  wish  for  him  in  vaine  I 

O  could  the  stars  that  bred  that  wit. 

In  force  no  longer  fixed  sit ! 

Then  being  fild  with  learned  dew, 

The  muses  willed  him  to  love ; 

That  inatrument  can  aptly  ahew. 

How  finely  our  conceita  will  move: 
n     As  Bacchus  opes  dissembled  barta, 
•     So  Love  sets  out  our  better  parts. 


%  Stella,  a  nymph  within  thia  wood. 
Moat  rare  ana  rich  of  heavenly  blis, 
The  highest  in  hia  fancie  atood, 
And  aba  could  well  demerit  thia : 

•Tis  likely  they  acquainted  soone ; 

I  He  waa  a  aun,  and  aha  a  moone. 


i  Our  Aatrophill  did  Stella  love; 

*  O  Stella,  vaunt  of  AatropbUl, 
Albeit  thy  gracea  gods  may  move, 
fWhere  wilt  thou  nnde  an  Aatrophill ! 

•  The  roee  and  lillie  have  their  prime, 

•  And  ao  hath  beantie  but  a  time. 
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Although  thy  beautia  do  exceed. 
In  common  sight  cf  Br'ry  eie. 
Yet  in  his  poesies  when  we  raede. 
It  is  apparent  more  theieby, 

•  He  that  bath  love  and  iudgeaaent  too, 

#  Seea  mora  than  any  other  doo. 

Then  Aatrophill  hath  honord  thea; 

For  when  thy  bodie  is  extinct, 

Thy  mcea  ahall  etemall  be 

And  live  by  virtue  of  hia  inke ; 
For  by  his  verses  he  doth  giva 
Tha  abort-livde  beautie  aye  to  liva. 

Above  an  otbera  tUa  ia  bee. 
Which  erst  nprooved  in  his  aoog. 
That  love  and  honor  migbt  agiaa. 
And  that  pare  love  will  do  no  wrong. 

Sweet  aaints !  it  is  no  ainnna  or  btaBa, 

To  love  a  an  ol 
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Did  netttr  love  so  tweedy  bresth 

In  any  martall  brest  before. 

Did  nerer  muse  inspire  beneath 

A  poets  brsine  with  fner  store :  160 

He  wrote  of  lore  with  hiefa  eonoeit. 

And  beantie  reard  above  her  height. 

^  Then  PaHas  afterward  at^rde 

•  Onr  Astrophill  with  her  device, 

,  Whom  in  nis  armor  heaTen  admyrde,  «d5 

As  of  the  nation  of  the  skies ; 
He  sparkled  in  his  armes  afiura. 
As  he  were  dight  with  fierie  starrs. 

^  The  hkie  whereof  when  Mars  beheld, 

*  (An  enTioas  eie  doth  see  afsr,}  170 
Such  maiestie  ("qooth  he)  is  seeld, 

Socb  maiestie  my  mart  may  mar ; 
Perhaps  thia  may  a  sater  be. 
To  set  Mars  by  his  deitie. 

In  this  sormiae  he  made  with  speede  175 

An  iron  cane,  wherein  be  put 

The  thunder  that  in  doudes  do  breede ; 

V  The  flame  and  bolt  togitber  sbat 

«       With  pririe  force  borat  out  againe, 

\     And  BO  our  Astrophill  was  slaine.  180 

His  word  (was  slaine !)  straightway  did  more, 
And  natures  inward  lile  atrings  twitch  ; 
The  side  immediately  above 
Was  dimd  with  hideous  elouds  of  pitch. 

The  wrestling  winds  from  out  the  eroond        185 

FUd  sll  the  aire  with  ratling  aouncL 

J  The  bending  trees  exprest  a  grone. 
And  sighd  the  sorrow  oihi»  hU; 
The  forrest  beasts  made  ruthfuU  aMme, 
The  birds  did  tune  their  mourning  call,  190 

And  Pbilomell  for  Astrophill 

Unto  her  notes  annext  a  phill. 


The  turtle  dove  with  tmea  of  mthe 
Shewd  fooling  passion  of  his  death  ; 
Me  thought  ahe  said,  I  tell  thee  truthob 
Waa  never  he  that  drew  in  breath 
Unto  hia  love  more  tmstie  fowmd. 
Than  he  £at  whom  our  gnefo  abound. 


The  awan,  that  was  ia^ 
Began  hia  funeral!  diige  to  sinp 
Good  thinga  (quoth  ha)  maj 
But  pease  away  with  spsedw  wiar. 
This  mortaU  lifo  aa  dflB&  k  taSs, 
And  death  givee  lifo,  and  80  he  di'idiL 

The  generaU  sonrow  that  was  mede. 
Among  the  creaturea  of  [saeh]  kiodf. 
Fired  the  pheniz  where  alie  laide. 
Her  aahee  tying  with  the  winds. 
So  aa  I  might  with  rsason  see. 
That  such  a  pheaix  ptn  ahofdd 
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Haplv  the  ebders,  driven  about. 
May  breede  an  offspriiw  neare  that  Idnde 
But  baldly  a  peers  to  that  I  donht; 
It  cannot  ainke  into  my  minde. 
That  under  branches  ere  can  bee 
Of  worth  and  vaUue  as  the  tree. 


•The  egle  markt  vrith  peardng     ^ 
The  mournful!  habite  of  tiM  plaee. 
And  parted  thence  with  mounting  light 
To  signifie  to  love  the  case, 
«  w£it  sorrow  nature  doth  sastajne 
^'For  AstrophM!  by  enrie  shine. 


« And  while  I  followed  with  mine  eie 
*The  flight  the  egle  upward  tooke, 
•  All  thinga  did  vanidi  hy  and  by, 
I  And  disappeared  from  my  locAe : 
\  The  trees,  bessts,  birds,  and  grove 
^  So  was  the  friend  that  made  thia 


This  spectacle  had  firmly  wrought 
A  deepe  compassion  in  my  spright; 
My  molting  hart  issnde,  me  thought. 
In  stieames  foorth  at  mine  ek»  sright : 
And  here  my  pen  is  forst  to  shrinks. 
My  teens  disoolbr  so  mine  inke. 
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AN  EPITAPH 

UPON  THJK  MOHT  VONOUBABLB 

SIB   PHILLIP    SIDNEY,   KNIGHT, 

LORD  GOVERNOR  OF  FLUSHING. 


To  praise  thy  life,  or  wmle  thy  worthie  death. 
Ana  want  thv  wit,  thy  wit  high,  pure,  divine 
Is  fkr  beyona  the  powre  of  morteu  line. 
Nor  any  one  hath  worth  that  drswedi  fareaO* 


Yet  rich  in  leale,  Aongh  poore  in  leanings  ki% 
And  friendly  ears  obscurde  in  secret  hrest. 
And  love  tint  envie  in  thy  lifo  aupprest* 
Thy  deere  life  done,  end  aeath,  hath  doohled 
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And  I,  that,  io  thy  tiine,  ami  living  state, 
Did  ooelr  praise  thy  Tertaes  in  my  tliought,         10 
As  oDe  tost  seeld  the  rising  sun  hath  sought, 
Wjih  words  and  teares  now  waile  thy  timelesse  fate. 

Drswne  was  thy  race  aright  from  piincely  Una  ; 
Nor  lesse  than  such,  (by  gifts  that  nature  gave. 
The  common  mother  that  all  creaturea  have,)       15 
Doth  vertue  show,  and  prinoely  linage  shine. 

A  king  gave  thee  thy  name ;  a  kingly  minde, 
Tbat  Uod  thee  gave,  who  found  it  now  too  deere 
For  this  base  world,  and  hath  resumde  it  neere, 
To  sit  in  skies,  and  sort  with  powres  divine.        20 

Kent  thy  birth  daies,  and  Oxford  held  thy  youth  ; 
The  heavens  made  hast,  and  staid  nor  yeers,  nor  time; 
Tbe  fruits  of  age  grew  ripe  in  thy  first  prime. 
Thy  will,  thy  woras ;  thy  words  the  seales  of  truth. 

Great  gifts  and  wisedom  rareimployd  thee  th«nce,t5 
To  treat  firom  kings  with  those  more  great  than  kings; 
8uch  hope  men  htd  to  lay  the  highest  things 
On  thy  wise  youth,  to  be  transported  hence ! 

Whence  to  shape  wars  sweet  honor  did  thee  call, 
Thy  countries  love,  religion,  and  thy  friends :      SO 
Of  worthy  men  the  marks,  the  Kves,  and  ends. 
And  her  defence,  for  whom  we  labor  alL  ^ 


) 


There  didst  thou  vanquish  shame  and  tedioni  age, 
Griefe,  sorrow,  sicknes,  and  base  fortunes  might : 
Thy  rising  day  saw  never  wofuU  night,  35 

But  past  with  praise  from  off  this  worldly  stage. 

Back  to  the  campe,  by  thee  that  day  was  brought, 
First  thine  owne  deatn;  and  after  thy  long  fame  ; 
Tears  to  the  soldiers,  the  proud  Caatilians  shame, 
Vertue  expiest,  and  honor  truly  taught.  40 

What  hath  he  lost,  that  such  great  grace  hath  woon  ? 
Yoong  yeeres  for  eodles  yeeres,  and  bope  unsure 
Of  fortunes  gifts  for  wealth  that  still  shall  dure ; 
Oh  !  happie  race  with  so  great  praises  run. 

England  doth  hold  thy  lims  that  bred  the  same,    45 
Flaufiden  thr  raltire  where  it  last  was  tried, 
The  campe  thy  sorrow  where  thy  bodie  died ; 
Thy  friends,  thy  want ;  the  world,  thy  vertues  fame. 

Nations  thy  wit,  our  mindes  lay  up  thy  love  ; 
Letters  thy  learning,  thy  losse,  yteres  long  to  come ; 
In  worthy  harts  sorrow  hath  made  thy  tombe ;      51 
Thy  soule  and  spright  enrich  the  heavens  above. 

Thy  liberall  hart  imbalmed  in  grateful!  teares, 
Yoong  sighes,  sweet  sighes,  sage  sighes,  bewaile  thy 

Envie  hor  stinr,  and  spite  hath  left  her  gall ;        55 
Malice  her  selfe  a  mourning  garment  weares 


That  day  their  Hannibal]  died,  our  Scipio  fell ; 
Scipio,  Cicero,  and  Petrarch  of  our  time ! 
Whose  vertues,  wounded  by  my  worthelesse  rime, 
Let  angels  speake,  and  heaven  thy  praises  tell.     60 


ANOTHER  OP  THE  SAME. 


SiLETTCB  augmenteth  grief,  writing  encreaseth  rage. 
Staid  are  my  thoughts,  wbich  lov'd,  and  lost,  the 

wonder  of  our  age  ; 
Yet  quickned  now  with  fira,  though  dead  with  frost 

erenow, 
Enrag'de  I  write.  1  know  not  what:  dead,  quick,  I 

know  not  how. 

Hard  harted  mindes  relent,  and  Rigors  teares  abound, 
And  envie  strangely  rues  his  end,  in  whom  no  fault 

she  found ;  6 

Knowledge  her  light  hath  lost.  Valor  hath  slaine  her 

knight; 
Sidney  ia  dead,  dead  is  my  friend,  dead  is  the  worlds 

oelight. 

FInce  pensive  wailea  his  fall,  whose  presence  wsa 

her  pride; 
Time  orieth  out.  My  ebbe  is  eome ;  hie  life  waa  my 

apiing  tide :  10 

Fame  monrnea  in  that  she  lost  the  ground  of  her 

rej^orta; 
Eefc  livmg  wight  laments  his  laoke,  and  &U  in  sundry 

•oita. 


He  was  (wo  worth  diat  word !)  to  ech  well  thinking 

minde 
A  spotlesse  friend,  a  matchless  man,  whose  vertue 

ever  shinde, 
Declaring  in  his  thoughts,  his  life,  and  that  he  writ. 
Highest  conceits,  longeat  foresights,  and  deepest 

works  of  wit.  16 

He,  onely  like  himseHe,  was  second  unto  none. 
Whose  deth  (though  life)  we  rue,  and  wrong,  and 

al  in  vaine  do  mone  : 
Their  losse,  not  him,  waile  they,  that  fill  the  worid 

with  cries ; 
Death  slue  not  him,  but  he  made  death  his  ladder  to 

the  skies. 

Now  sinke  of  sorrow  I,  who  live ;  the  more  the 

wrong ; 
Who  wishing  death,  whom  deth  denies,  whose  thred 

issl-tofong. 
Who  tied  to  wretched  life,  who  lookes  for  no  reliefe. 
Must  spend  my  ever  dying  daies  in  never  ending 

griefe. 
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THE  TEAIIE8  OF  THE  MUSES. 


Harts  etM  tnd  ondr  I,  likt  panblM  van  oo,  f  5 
WhoM  equal]  length  keep  equall  bredth,  and  never 

meet  in  one ;  [o^Ut 

Yet  for  not  wroDging  turn,  my  thouglitf,  mj  torrowea 
Shall  not  ran  out,  though  leake  they  will,  for  Uking 

himio  w^ 

Farewell  to  joa,  my  hopes,  my  wonted  waking 
dreames;  [beames! 

Farawell,  sometimes  enioyed  ioy ;  eclipsed  are  thy 

Farewell  selfe  pleasing  thoughts,  which  queues 
brings  foorth ; 

And  larawell  friendships  ssersd  leegue,  oniting 
minds  of  woorth. 


And  &rewell  mety  hsrt,  the  gift  of  guiitlesaa 
mindes,  [ngnes ; 

And  sU  sports,  which,  lor  lires  restore,  Tanetie  as- 

Lst  all,  tnat  sweets  is,  royd  ;  in  me  no  niifth  msy 
dwdl:  35 

Phillip,  the  esose  of  sll  this  woe,  my  lires  content, 
farewell  I 


Now  lime,  the  sonne  of  nge,  whidi  srt  no  kin  to  skill. 
And  endless  griefe,  which  deeds  my  life,  yet  knowen 

not  how  to  kill. 
Go,  sseke  that  haples  tombs ;  which  if  ye  hsp  to  finds 
Sslute  the  stones,  that  keep  the  lims  that  held  eo 

good  a  minde.  40 


THE 

TEARES  OF  THE  MUSES. 

BY  ED.  SP. 
ssmcATin  TO  tbb  eiobt  bokorablb 

THE  LADIE  STEANGE. 
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TO  THS  RIGHT  BOMOaABLI 

THE   LADIE   STRANGE. 

Most  brsTS  and  noble  ladie;  the  things,  that  nake 
ye  so  much  honored  of  the  world  as  ye  bee,  are  such ,  as 
(without  my  simple  lines  testimonie)  sre  througfalie 
knowen  to  ail  men ;  namely,  your  excellent  beaude, 
your  Tertuous  beharior,  and  your  noble  match  with 
that  most  honounble  lord,  the  Terypateme  of  right 
nobilitie :  But  the  causes,  for  whion  ye  hare  thus 
deeerved  of  me  to  be  honoured,  ^if  honour  it  be  at 
all,)  are,  both  your  particular  bounties,  snd  also  some 
priTSte  bands  of  affinitie,  which  it  hath  pleased  your 
Isdiship  to  aeknowlsdgs.     Of  which  whenas,  I 


found  my  selfe  in  no  pert  woorthie,  I  derised  this 
Isst  slender  mesnee,  both  to  intimate  my  humble 
affection  to  your  ladiship,  and  also  to  make  the  aame 
nnirersallie  knowen  to  the  world ;  that  by  hmionring 
yon  they  might  know  me,  and  by  knowmg  me  they 
might  honor  3rou.  Vouchsafe,  noble  lady,  to  accept 
this  simple  remembrance,  though  not  wordty  €»f  your 
self,  yet  such,  as  peihsps  by  good  acceptance  thmof, 
ye  may  hereafter  cull  out  a  more  meet  and  memor- 
able oTidence  of  your  owne  excellent  deserts.  So 
recommending  the  ssme  to  your  Isdiships  good 
liking,  I  humbly  take  leare. 

Your  La :  humbly  erer. 

EuSf. 


Rehxarsx  tome,  ye  sacred  sisters  nine. 
The  golden  brood  of  great  Apolloes  wit. 
Those  piteous  plaints,  and  sorowfuU  asd  tine. 
Which  late  ^e  powred  forth  as  ye  did  sit 
Besids  the  silver  springs  of  Heucone, 
Making  your  musick  of  hart-breaking  mone  I 

For  since  the  time  that  Phoebus  foolish  sonne, 
Ythundered,  through  loves  avengefull  wrath. 
For  traveraing  the  charret  of  the  aunne 
Beyond  the  oompasse  of  his  pointed  path. 
Of  you  his  moumfull  sisters  was  Ismented, 
Such  moumfull  tunes  were  nerer  since  invented. 

Nor  since  thst  fairs  Calliope  did  loae 
Her  loved  twinnea,  the  dearlings  of  her  ioy. 
Her  Palici,  whom  her  unkindly  foes. 
The  fatal!  sisters,  did  for  spight  destroy. 
Whom  all  the  muses  did  bewaile  long  space , 
Was  ever  heard  such  wsyling  in  this  place. 


I 
I 
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For  all  their  groves,  which  with  the  heavenly  noynea 
Of  their  aweete  instruments  were  wont  to  sound,  SO 
And  th'  hollow  hills  from  which  their  silver  voycas 
Were  wont  redoubled  echoes  to  rebound. 
Did  now  rebound  with  nought  but  rafuU  oriasy 
And  yelling  shrieks  throwne  up  into  the  skies. 

The  trembling  stresmes  which  wont  in  <^K»wnirlt 
To  romble  gently  downe  with  mnnnur  soft,  S6 

And  were  by  them  right  tonefull  taught  to  bears 
A  bases  part  amonnt  their  consorts  oft ; 
Now,  forst  to  overflowe  with  bnckish  taarsfl* 
With  troublous  noyse  did  dull  their  daintie  ostm.  90 


The  ioyous  nymphes  snd  lightfoote  fterie* 
Which  thether  came  to  heare  their  musick 
And  to  the  messuss  of  their  melodies 
Did  leame  to  move  their  nimble-shifting  fe«(i  ^ 
Now,  hearine  them  so  beavilv  Isment, 
Like  heavily  lamentiBg  from  them  went 
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And  an  that  ela  was  wont  to  worke  delight 

Thrott|rh  the  dirine  infnsioD  of  their  skill. 

And  aU  that  ds  aeemd  fidre  and  fresh  in  sight, 

80  made  hynature  ibr  to  aerTe  their  will,  40 

Waa  turned  now  to  dismall  heanneaae. 

Was  tomed  now  to  dreadfuU  uglinesse. 

At  ase !  what  thing  on  earth  that  all  thing  hieeds, 

Might  be  the  cause  of  so  impatient  plight  ? 

What  fuiie,  or  what  feend,  with  fehm  deeds  45 

Hath  stirred  up  so  misohievous  despight  t 

Can  griefe  then  enter  into  heaTenly  harts. 

And  pierce  immortaU  hreaata  with  mortall  smarts  I 

Vouchsafe  70  then,  whom  onel^  it  concemes. 
Tome  those  secret  caoses  to  display; 
For  none  but  you,  or  who  of  you  it  leamee. 
Can  rightfully  aread  so  doleful!  lay. 
Begin,  thou  eldest  sister  of  the  crew, 
And  let  the  rest  in  order  thee  ensew. 
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Hbahi  thou  great  &ther  of  the  gods  on  hie. 
That  moat  art  dreaded  for  thy  thunder  darts; 
And  thou  our  sire,  that  raignst  in  Castalie 
And  Mount  Pamasse,  the  god  of  goodly  arte : 
Heaie,  and  behold  he  miserable  state 
Of  us  thy  daughters,  doleful  desolate. 

Behold  the  fowie  reproach  and  open  shame, 
The  which  is  day  by  day  unto  us  wrought 
By  such  ss  hate  the  honour  of  our  name, 
The  foes  of  learning  and  teach  gentle  thought ; 
They,  not  contented  oa  themselves  to  scome, 
Doo  seeke  to  make  us  of  the  world  forlome. 
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Ne  onely  they  that  dwell  in  lowly  dust. 

The  sonnes  of  darknea  and  of  ignoraunce ; 

But  they,  whom  thou,  great  love,  by  doome  uniust 

Didst  to  the  type  of  honour  earst  advaunce ;         70 

They  now,  puft  up  with  sdeignfull  insolence, 

llespSse  the  brooa  of  blessed  sspience. 

The  sectsries  of  my  eelestiaU  akill, 

lliat  wont  to  be  the  worlda  chiefiB  ornament, 

Afld  learned  impes  that  wont  to  shoote  up  still,    75 

And  grow  to  height  of  kingdomea  government, 

Thev  Uttderkeep,  and  with  their  spreading  armea 

Do  beat  their  buds, that  perish  through  their  harmes. 


It  most  behoves  the  honorable  nee 
Ofmightie  peerea  true  wisedome  to  suataine. 
And  with  their  noble  countenaunce  to  grace 
The  learned  forheada,  without  gifta  or  gaine : 
Or  itther  leamd  thmaaelvee  behoves  to  bee ; 
Thai  is  the  girlond  of  nobilitie. 
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But  (ah !)  aU  otherwise  they  doo  esteems 

Of  th'heaveiily  gift  of  wisdomes  influence. 

And  to  be  learned  it  a  base  thing  deeme ; 

Base  minded  they  that  want  intelligence : 

For  Ood  himselfe  for  wisedome  most  is  praised. 

And  men  to  God  thereby  are  nighest  raised.         90 

But  thev  doo  onely  strive  themselves  to  rsise 
Througn  pompous  pride,  and  foolish  vanitie ; 
lo  th'eyes  of  people  they  put  all  their  praise. 
And  onely  boMt  of  armes  and  auncestrie : 
But  vsrtoous  deeds,  which  did  those  armes  firat  ^ive 
To  thsir  graodsyres,  they  can  not  to  atchivt* .       96 


80  I,  that  doo  all  noble  feates  professe 
To  register,  snd  sound  in  trump  of  gold  ; 
Through  their  bad  dooings,  or  base  slothfulnesse, 
Finde  nothing  worthie  to  be  writ,  or  told :  100 

For  better  fiirre  it  were  to  hide  their  names. 
Then  telling  them  to  blason  out  their  blames. 

80  shsll  succeeding  agea  have  no  light 
Of  things  forepast,  nor  monimento  of  time ; 
And  all  that  in  this  world  is  worthie  bight  105 

Shall  die  in  darknesse,  and  lie  hid  in  alime ! 
Therefore  I  moume  with  deep  barte  sorrowing. 
Because  I  nothing  noble  have  to  aing. — 

With  that  ahe  raynd  such  store  of  streaming  trares. 
That  could  have  made  a  stonie  heart  to  weep ;    1 10 
And  all  her  sisters  rent  their  golden  heares. 
And  their  (aire  faces  with  salt  humour  steep. 
So  ended  shoe :  and  then  the  next  in  rew 
Began  her  grievous  plaint,  as  doth  ensew. 
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O !  WHO  shall  powre  into  my  awoUen  eyea 

A  aea  of  teares  that  never  may  be  diyde, 

A  brasen  voice  that  may  with  shrilling  cryea 

Pierce  the  dull  heavens  snd  fill  the  aver  wide, 

And  yron  sides  that  sighing  msy  endure. 

To  waile  the  wretchednes  of  world  impure  1         120 

Ah !  wretched  world,  the  den  of  wickednesse, 

Defonnd  with  filth,  and  fowle  iniquitie  ; 

Ah !  wretched  world,  the  house  of  heavinesse, 

Fild  with  the  wreaks  of  mortall  miserie ; 

Ah  1  wretehed  world,  and  all  that  is  therein,       125 

The  vassala  of  Gods  wrath,  and  alaves  to  sin. 

Most  miserable  creature  under  sky 

Man  without  understanding  doth  appeare ; 

For  aU  this  worlds  sffliction  he  thereby, 

And  fortunes  freakea,  ia  wisely  taught  to  beare : 

Of  wretohed  life  the  only  ioy  shee  is,  131 

And  th'  only  comfort  in  calamitiea. 

She  armea  the  brest  with  constant  patience 
Against  the  bitter  throwes  of  dolours  darte  : 
She  solaceth  with  rules  of  sapience  135 

The  gentle  minds,  in  midst  of  worldly  smarta  : 
When  he  ia  aad,  shee  seeks  to  make  him  merie. 
And  doth  refresh  his  sprighto  when  they  be  werie. 

But  he  that  ia  of  reasons  skill  berefl, 

And  wanU  the  ataffe  of  wisedome  bim  to  stey,    140 

Is  like  a  ship  in  midst  of  tempest  left 

Withouten  belme  or  pilot  her  to  sway : 

Full  sad  and  dreadfuU  is  that  ships  event ; 

So  is  the  man  that  wante  intendiment. 

Why  then  doo  fooUah  men  ao  much  despise.       145 

The  precious  store  of  this  celestiaU  riches  1 

Why  doo  they  banish  us,  that  patronise 

The  name  of  learning  ?    Most  unhappie  wretehes ! 

The  which  Ue  drowned  in  deep  wretchednes. 

Yet  doo  not  see  their  owne  unhappiness.  150 

My  part  it  is  and  my  professed  skill 

The  stsge  with  tragick  buskin  to  adome. 

And  fiU  the  scene  with  plaint  and  outcries  shrill 

Of  wretehed  persons,  to  misfortune  borne : 

But  none  more  trsKick  matter  I  can  finde  ^         155 

Then  this,  of  men  deprived  of  sense  and  minde. 
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For  all  mans  Uf>  me  aeemes  a  tragedy. 
Full  of  Bad  aighta  and  aora  catastrophaa ; 
Firat  coouning  to  the  world  with  weeping  eye. 
Where  all  hia  dajee,  like  dolorooa  tropbeea,        160 
Ate  heapt  with  apoylea  of  fortune  and  of  feare, 
And  he  at  laat  laid  forth  on  baleful!  bears. 

80  all  with  rufttll  apeetaelea  ia  fild. 

Fit  for  Me^ra  or  Peraephone ; 

But  I  that  in  true  tngemee  am  skild.  165 

The  flowre  of  wit,  finde  nou^^ht  to  bnaie  me; 

Therefore  I  moume,  and  pitifully  mone, 

Because  that  mourning  matter  I  have  none.— 

Hien  gan  she  wofuUy  to  waile,  and  wring 

Her  wretched  hands  in  lamentable  wise;  ITO 

And  all  her  sisters,  thereto  answering, 

Threw  forth  lowd  shrieks  and  drerie  doleful!  eriea. 

80  rested  ahe ;  and  then  the  next  in  rew 

Began  her  grierous  plaint,  as  doth  enaew. 

TBAUA. 

Whkrb  be  the  sweete  delights  of  Learnings  trsavure 

That  wont  with  comick  sock  to  beautefie  176 

The  painted  tbeatera,  and  fill  with  pleasure 

The  listners  eyes  and  eares  with  melodie  ; 

In  which  I  late  waa  wont  to  raine  aa  queene. 

And  maske  in  mirth  with  graces  well  beseene  1   180 

O  !  all  is  gone ;  and  all  that  goodly  glee, 

Which  wont  to  be  the  ffloiie  of  gay  wits. 

Is  layd  abed,  and  no  where  now  to  aee ; 

And  in  her  roome  unseemljr  Sorrow  sita. 

With  hollow  browea  and  griesly  oountenauaee,    185 

Marring  my  ioyous  gentle  daUiaunee. 

And  him  beside  sits  ugly  Barbarisme, 
And  brutish  lenoranoe,  yclept  of  late 
Out  of  dredd  darknea  of  the  deepe  abysme. 
Where  being  bredd,  he  light  ana  heaven  doea  htte: 
They  in  the  mindea  of  men  now  tyrannise,  191 

And  the  (aire  acene  with  rudenea  Ibnle  disgniie. 

All  pIsces  they  with  FoUie  have  poasest« 
And  with  vaine  toyes  the  rulgar  entertaine ; 
But  me  hare  baniahed,  with  all  the  rsst  195 

That  whilome  wont  to  wait  upon  my  traiae. 
Fine  Connterfesannoe,  and  unhurtfuU  Sport, 
Pelight  and  laughtsr,  deokt  in  seemly  sort. 

All  these,  and  all  that  els  the  oomiok  stagf 

With  seasoned  wit  and  goodly  pleaaanoe  graoed»900 

By  which  mans  life  in  his  likest  im6ge 

Was  limned  forth,  are  wholly  now  defaced ; 

And  those  sweete  wits,  which  wont  the  like  to  firfvaa. 

Are  now  despisd,  and  made  a  laughing  gvae. 

And  he^  the  man  whom  nature  selfe  had  made    C05 

To  mock  her  selfe,  and  truth  to  imitate. 

With  kindly  counter  under  mimic  shade. 

Our  pleaaant  Willy,  ah  !  is  dead  of  late: 

With  whom  all  ioy  and  ioUy  merim«it 

Is  alao  deeded,  and  in  dolour  drent  SIO 

In  atead  thereof  soofimg  Scurrilitie, 

And  scornful!  FoUie  with  Contempt  is  crept. 

Rolling  in  xymea  of  shsmelesse  ribaudxie 

Without  regard,  or  due  decorum  kept ; 

Each  idle  wit  at  will  preeuroea  to  make,  815 

And  doth  the  leameds  taske  upon  him  take. 


But  that  same  gentle  spMt,  from  wboee  pea 
Large  straamea  of  honnte  and  aweete  neotar  flowe. 
Scorning  the  boldnea  ef  aooh  baae*bome  men, 
Which  dare  dieirlbUiee  forth  so  raahlie  throw* ;  t«0 
Doth  rather  ehoose  to  mt  ia  idle  eell. 
Than  ao  himaelfe  to  Mookerie  to  selL 
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So  am  I  aiade  the  aervaat  ef  the  mania, 
And  laughing  stooke  of  all  that  liec  to 
Not  honored  nor  cared  for  of  aoie ; 
But  loath'd  of  loaels  aa  a  thing  foriorae : 
Therefore  I  moume  and  aorrow  with  the  rsat. 
Until!  my  oanae  of  eorrow  be 


Therewith  ahe  lowdly  did  haaent  aad  ahiika. 
Pouring  forth  atrsamee  of  tames  abandantly ; 
And  all  her  atatera,  with  oompaasioa  like. 
The  breachea  of  her  aingulfo  aid  eapply 
So  rested  shee  :  and  tlien  the  neat  m  raw 
Began  her  grieTOua  pkint,  aa  doth  eaaew« 

BUTSRPa* 

Li  KB  as  the  dearline  of  the  summers  pryde, 
Faire  Philomele,  when  wtntera  atormie  wfath 
The  goodly  fields,  that  erat  ao  ray  were  dyde 
In  coloora  dirers,  quite  deepoyled  hath, 
All  eomfortlease  doth  hide  her  eheeriesaa  head 
During  the  time  of  that  her  widowhead  i 

So  we,  that  earst  were  wont  in  sweet  accord 
All  places  with  our  pleasant  notes  to  flU, 
Whilest  IsFourable  times  did  us  afford 
Free  libertie  to  chaunt  our  charmes  at  wiQ ; 
All  eomfortlease  upon  the  bared  bow, 
Like  wofull  culrers,  doo  ait  wayling  now. 
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For  for  more  bitter  atorme  than  winters  stowra 
The  beautie  of  the  world  hath  lately  wasted, 
And  those  f^h  buds,  which  wont  so  folre  to  flowre, 
Hath  marred  quite,  and  all  their  bloasoms  blasted  ; 
And  those  vong  plants,  which  wont   with    fruit 
t'abound,  f5i 

Now  without  fruite  or  learea  are  to  be  found. 

A  atonie  coldnesse  hath  heaambd  the  aenea 

And  lirelie  spirita  of  eaeh  Krin^  aright. 

And  dimd  with  darkneaae  their  utelhgeoea,        t55 

Durknease  more  thm  Cymariana  daylie  ni^t : 

And  monatroua  eiroff,  i^ing  ia  the  eyre, 

Hath  aiard  the  free  of  all  t^st  aeaiad  fayra. 

Tmage  of  helliah  horroar,  Ignorance, 

Borne  in  the  boeome  of  tlie  blaek  abyaae,  t60 

And  fed  with  fories  miika  for  analanaaaea 

Of  hia  weake  infoncae,  begot  aaiiaae 

By  jrawning  Slowth  on  hia  owna  mother  Night ; 

So  hee  hia  sonnee  both  sfM  aad  brother  highu 

He,  armd  with  bliadneaae  and  with  boldaee  aloiit,965 
(For  blind  ia  hold,)  hath  our  foyra  light  defoead  > 
And,  gatheriag  unto  him  a  ragged  rout 
Of  founes  and  satyrea,  hath  our  dweUiaga  meed  ; 
And  our  cheat  howera,  in  which  sU  Tortoe  faincd. 
With  brutiahneawaad  beaatlie  filth  hath  ataiaed.  f7« 

The  saoied  apriaga  of  horaefoot  Heliooa, 

So  oft  bedeawed  with  our  learned  layea. 

And  speaking  stieames  of  pure  Castuioa, 

The  famous  witnesce  of  our  wooled  prsAse^ 

They  trampled  hare  with  (heir  fowle  footiaga  tnd^ 

And  like  to  troubkd  middle  hare  them  aMsdec   iT6 
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Our  pleanmt  gRnrM,wltSeIi  pAmted  were  with  paines, 
Thftt  with  our  maaick  wont  so  oft  to  ri&g^» 
And  arhora  B#eeC,  in  which  the  shepheanU  iwaines 
Were  wont  eo  oft  their  pestonlli  to  sittgp  980 

Thej  hare  e<it  downe,  «nd  all  their  pleasamuie  mard. 
That  now  no  pastorall  is  to  hee  hard. 

In  ftead  of  tbem,  fbwTe  goblins  and  shftek-Owtes 

With  feaHnll  howling  do  all  places  fill ; 

And  feeble  Ecdio  now  laments,  and  howles,      <8d 

The  dreadfttll  accents  of  their  outcries  shrill. 

So  all  is  tamed  into  wildemesse, 

Whitest  Igfnoranee  the  muses  doth  oppresse. 

And  I,  whose  loy  was  earst  with  spnit  full 

To  teach  the  warbling  pipe  to  sound  idoft,  t9D 

(My  spirits  now  dismaya  with  sorrow  di^t> 

Doo  none  my  miserie  with  silenee  soft. 

Therefore  I  moume  and  waile  incessantly, 

Till  please  (he  hearens  affoord  me  remeoy^^ 

Therewith  shee  wayled  with  eiceeding  woe,       S9S 

And  pMoaa  lamentation  did  male ; 

And  all  her  sisters,  seeing  her  doo  soe. 

With  equall  plaints  her  sorrows  did  partldce. 

So  rested  shee :  snd  then  the  next  in  rew 

Began  her  grierous  plaint,  as  doth  eusew.         906 

TKS'pAcrio'ns. 
Whoso  hsth  in  the  lap  of  soft  delight 
Been  lone  time  hild,  and  fed  with  nleasurss  sweety 
Feareles  urovgh  his  own  fault  or  rertunes  spight 
To  tumble  into  sorrow  snd  regraet, 
Tf  channce  Irim  fid!  into  calamttie,  306 

Finds  greater  burthen  of  Ins  miserie. 

So  wee  that  eam  in  ioyanoe  did  abo«i^ 

And  in  the  bosome  of  sll  bKs  Ad  sit, 

Like  Tirgin  queeaes,  with  Isorell  garlands  cround, 

For  Tertues  aned  and  oraameDt  of  wit !  310 

Sith  Ignorsnoe  our  kaigdome  did  ooufoond. 

Be  now  b«oome  most  wvstefaed  wightss  on  grsimd. 

And  IB  ott  royiH  tfarones,  whioh  lslle^|r  Mood 

In  th'  hearts  of  nsn  to  rule  them  careruUj^ 

He  now  hath  plaoed  his  accursed  brood,  3t5 

By  htm  begottso  of  fowie  Inftmy ; 

Blind  Error,  scomefbU  Follie,  and  baas  Spight^ 

Who  bold  by  wvoogthat  wee  aheold  baTe  by  right. 

They  to  te  tulgar  sort  now  tApb  sad  sing. 
And  mske  them  merie  with  their  fooleries :        3f0 
They  eherslie  ehsunt,  and  rymes  at  randon  flhig. 
The  fruitftdl  spawns  of  their  ranke  flmfasies ; 
lliev  ftede  the  eares  of  (boles  with  flsttery. 
And  good  men  blsme^  snd  losels  msgniiy. 

Afl  plsees  they  doo  with  their  to^es  possesse,    325 
And  laigne  in  liking  of  the  multitude  ; 
The  tcMoles  t&ey  nl  with  fond  new-fanglenesse. 
And  swsy  in  court  with  pride  and  rashnes  rude ; 
Mongst  simple  shepfaesius  they  do  bosst  their  skill. 
And  say  tibsir  musicke  mateweth  Phcebus  quilL  350 

The  noble  hearts  to  pleasures  they  silun, 
And  tell  their  prince  that  learning  is  but  raine ; 
Fsirs  Isdies  lotes  tbejr  spot  with  thoughts  impure, 
And  gentle  mindes  with  lewd  delights  distaine ; 
Clerim  they  to  loathly  idlenes  entice,  335 

And  fill  tMt  bookes  with  discipline  of  rice. 


So  every  where  they  rule,  and  tyraaniae. 
For  their  usurped  kingdomes  msintenaunce. 
The  whiles  we  sfllv  matdes,  whom  they  disp  _ 
And  with  reprochrall  Scome  discountenaunee. 
From  our  owne  native  heritage  exilde, 
Wslk  through  (he  worid  of  every  one  revUde. 

Nor  anie  one  ML  care  to  call  na  in. 
Or  once  voucffasafeth  us  to  enteitaine, 
Unleaee  some  one  perhaps  of  gentle  kin. 
For  pitties  sake,  compassion  our  peine. 
And  yeeld  us  some  relieve  ih  this  distreflse ; 
Yet  to  be  so  relieve  is  wivlchednedSe. 

So  wander  we  flll  careful!  comfoitlssse. 
Yet  none  doth  care  to  comfort  us  at  all ; 
So  seeks  We  heipe  our  sorrow  to  redresse, 
Yet  none  vouchsafes  to  ttmwere  to  our  catt ; 
Therefore  we  moume  and  pittilesse  complsine, 
Because  none  living  pittieth  our  paioeb— 


340 


345 
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355 


With  that  she  wept  and  wofnllie  waymented. 
That  naught  on  earth  her  griefe  might  pacific ; 
And  all  toe  rest  her  dolefull  din  sugmented 
With  shrikes,  and  groanes,  and  grievous  agonie. 
So  ended  shee :  and  then  the  next  in  rew, 
Began  her  piteous  pfaunt,  as  doth  ensew.  360 


BRATO* 

Yb  gentle  siprits !  breathing  from  above. 
Where  ye  in  Venus  silver  bowre  were  bred, 
Thoughts  balfe  devine,  full  of  the  fire  of  love. 
With  beaatie  kindled,  and  with  plessure  fed, 
Which  ye  now  in  secoride  possesse, 
Forgetfull  of  your  former  heavinesse ; 


305 


Now  chance  the  tenor  of  your  ioyous  Isyes, 
With  which  ye  use  your  loves  to  deifie. 
And  blazon  roorth  an  earthly  beauties  praise 
Above  the  compssse  of  the  arched  skie : 
Now  change  your  praises  into  piteous  cries. 
And  eulogies  turns  into  elegies. 


370 


Such  ss  ye  wont,  whenss  those  bitter  stounds 
Of  raging  love  first  gan  you  to  torment. 
And  launch  your  hemta  with  lamentable  wounds 
Of  secret  sorrow  and  sad  languishment,  376 

Before  your  loves  did  take  vou  unto  grace ; 
Those  now  renew  as  fitter  ror  this  place. 


For  I  that  rale,  in  measure  moderate, 

llie  tempest  of  thst  stormie  passion. 

And  use  to  paint  in  rimea  the  troublous  stste 

Of  lovers  life  in  likest  frshion. 

Am  put  ftom  prsotise  of  my  kindUe  skill, 

Banisht  by  thoss  that  love  with  leawdnes  fill^ 


380 


385 


Lore  wont  to  be  schoolmaster  of  my  skill. 

And  the  devisefull  matter  of  my  song ; 

Sweete  Love  devoyd  of  villanie  or  ill. 

But  pure  snd  spotles,  as  at  first  he  sprong 

Out  of  th'  Ahniffhties  bosome,  where  he  nests ; 

From  thence  infused  into  mortall  brests.  390 

Such  high  conceipt  of  that  celestiull  fire. 

The  base-borne  brood  of  Blindnes  caunot  ^esse, 

Ne  ever  dare  their  dunghill  thoughts  aspire 

Unto  so  loftie  pitch  of  perfectnesse. 

But  rime  at  riot,  and  doo  rage  in  love ;  395 

Yet  little  wote  what  doth  thereto  behove. 
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Faire  Cytheraty  the  mother  of  Delightp 

And  qaeene  of  BMutio,  now  tbou  must  go  pack ; 

For  lo!  thy  kingdome  if  defaced  qoight, 

Thy  sceptre  rent,  and  power  pat  to  wtack ;         400 

And  thy  gay  sonne.  the  winged  ^od  of  Lore, 

May  now  go  prune  his  plumes  like  raffed  dove* 

And  ye  three  twins,  to  light  by  Venos  broaght. 

The  sweete  companions  of  the  Mases  late. 

From  whom  whatever  thing  is  goodly  thooght,   405 

Doth  borrow  grace,  the  ftncie  to  aggrate ; 

Go  beg  with  us,  and  be  companions  still. 

As  heretofore  of  good,  so  now  of  ilL 

For  neither  voa  nor  we  shall  anie  more 

Find  entertainment  or  in  court  or  schools :  410 

For  that,  which  was  sccounted  heretofore 

The  leameds  meede,  is  now  lent  to  the  foole ; 

He  sings  of  lore,  and  maketh  loving  layes. 

And  they  him  heare,  and  thej  him  highly  prayse^— 

With  that  she  powred  foorth  a  hrackish  flood     415 

Of  bitter  teares,  and  made  exceeding  mone ; 

And  all  her  sisters,  seeing  her  sad  mood. 

With  lowd  laments  her  answered  all  at  one. 

So  ended  she :  end  then  the  next  in  rew 

Began  her  grierous  plaint,  as  doth  ensew.  420 


CALUOPt. 

To  whom  shsU  I  my  erill  case  complainsi 

Or  tell  the  anguish  of  my  inward  smart, 

Sith  none  is  left  to  remedie  my  paine. 

Or  deignes  to  pitie  a  perplexed  hart ; 

But  rtther  seekes  my  sorrow  to  augment  425 

With  fowle  report  and  omell  banishment  T 

For  they,  to  whom  I  used  to  applie 

The  faithfuU  serrice  of  my  learned  akill. 

The  goodly  offtprine  of  lores  progenie. 

That  wont  the  world  with  famous  sets  to  fill ;     4^ 

Whose  living  praises  in  heroiek  style. 

It  is  my  chiefe  profession  to  compyle ; 

They,  all  corrapted  throagh  the  rust  of  time 

That  doth  all  fiurest  things  on  earth  deface. 

Or  through  unnoble  aloth,  or  sinfull  crime,         435 

That  doth  degenerate  the  noble  race  ; 

Have  both  desire  of  worthie  deeds  forlorne. 

And  name  of  learning  utterly  doo  soome. 

Ne  doo  they  care  to  have  the  auncestrie 

Of  th'  old  heroes  memorisde  anew  ;  440 

Ne  doo  tliey  care  that  late  posteritie 

Should  know  their  names,  or  speak  their  praises  dew, 

But  die  forgot  from  whence  at  first  they  sprong. 

As  they  themselves  shalbe  forgot  ere  long. 

What  bootes  it  then  to  come  from  glorious         445 

Forefathers,  or  to  have  been  nobly  bredd  1 

What  oddea  twixt  Irus  and  old  Inachus, 

Twixt  best  and  worst,  when  both  alike  are  dedd ; 

If  none  of  neither  mention  should  make, 

Kor  out  of  dust  their  memoiies  awake  t  450 

Or  who  would  ever  care  to  doo  brave  deed, 

Or  strive  in  vertue  others  to  excell ; 

If  none  should  yeeld  him  his  deserved  meed. 

Due  praise,  that  is  the  spur  of  dooing  well  1 

For  if  good  were  not  praised  more  than  ill,  455 

None  would  choose  goodnesof  his  owns  freewilL 


Therefbfe  the  nurse  of  Vertue  I  am  hight, 

And  golden  trompet  of  Etemitie, 

That  lowly  thonghti  lif^  up  to  hpuvens  hight» 

And  mortall  men  have  powrs  to  deifie :  460 

Bacchus  and  Hercules  1  raisd  to  heaven. 

And  Charlemaine  amongst  the  starris  seaveo. 

But  now  I  win  my  golden  darioa  rend. 

And  will  henoefoith  immortalise  no  more ; 

Sith  I  no  more  find  worthie  to  commend  465 

For  prise  of  value,  or  for  learned  lore : 

For  noble  peeres,  whom  I  was  wont  to  raise. 

Now  onely  seeke  for  pleaaure,  nought  for  praiasu 

Their  great  revenaea  all  in  samptuons  pride 
Thev  spend,  that  nought  to  learning  th^  may  tpnv ; 
Ana  the  rich  fee,  which  poets  wont  divide,         471 
Now  parasites  snd  sycophants  doo  shsre : 
Therefore  I  moume  snd  endlesse  sorrow  make. 
Both  for  my  selfe  and  for  my  sisters  sake.— 

With  that  she  lowdly  gan  to  waOe  and  shrike,     476 

And  from  her  eyes  a  sea  of  teares  did  powre ; 

And  sll  her  sisters,  with  compassion  like. 

Did  more  increase  the  sharpnes  of  her  ^owre. 

So  ended  abe :  and  then  the  next  in  rew 

Began  her  plaint,  as  doth  herein  ensew.  480 

mums. 

What  wrath  of  gods,  or  wicked  inflaenee 

Of  starres  conspiring  wretched  men  t'  afBict, 

Hath  powrd  on  earth  this  noyous  pestilence, 

Thst  mortall  mindes  doth  inwardly  infect 

With  love^  of  blindnesse  and  of  ignorance,  485 

To  dwell  in  darknesse  without  sovenance  t 

What  diiferenee  twixt  man  and  beast  is  lef^ 
When  th'  heavenlie  light  of  knowledge  is  pat  out. 
And  th'  ornaments  of  wisdome  are  baieft  t 
Then  wandrsth  be  in  error  and  in  doobt,  49C 

Unweeting  of  the  dan^^er  hee  is  in, 
ThroBgh  fleahes  frailtie,  and  deoeipt  of  sin. 

In  this  wide  world  in  which  they  wietehea  itny. 

It  is  the  onelie  comfort  which  they  have^ 

It  ia  their  light,  their  loadstarre,  and  their  day ;  495 

But  heU,  and  darknesse,  and  the  grialie  grave. 

Is  Ignorance,  the  enemy  of  Gnee, 

That  mindea  of  men  borne  heavefliie  doth  debooe. 

Through  knowledge  we  behould  the  worlds  cieatioB, 

How  in  his  cradle  first  he  fostred  was ;  500 

And  iudge  of  Natures  cunning  operation. 

How  things  ahe  formed  of  a  formlesse  mas : 

By  knowledge  wee  do  leame  our  selves  to  know«. 

And  what  to  man,  and  what  to  God,  wee  owe. 

From  hence  wee  mount  aloft  unto  the  akie,         505 

And  looke  into  the  christall  firmament ; 

There  we  behold  the  heavens  great  hierarehie. 

The  stsrres  pore  light,  the  spheres  swift  movement. 

The  sptrites  and  intelUgencea  feyre. 

And  angels  weighting  on  th'  Almighties  chayre.510 

And  there,  with  humble  minde  and  high  inaighty 

Th*  Ktemall  Makers  maiestie  wee  viewe. 

His  love,  his  truth,  his  glorie,  and  his  might* 

And  mercie  more  then  mortall  men  can  vew. 

O  soveraigne  Lord,  O  soveraigne  happiaeae,    &15 

To  see  thee,  and  *>—  •««— • — ^asureleeie  I 
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Such  hippiDM  here  they,  thftt  do  omhraoe 

'The  precepts  of  mj  heevenlie  discipline ; 

Bat  shame  and  sorrow  and  aoonned  case 

Have  they,  that  soome  the  sehoole  of  arte  dlTine, 

And  hanish  me,  which  do  profease  the  sldll        5tl 

To  make  men  heayenly  wise  through  humUed  wilL 

Howeyer  jet  they  raee  despise  and  spight, 
I  feede  on  sweet  contentment  of  my  thought. 
And  please  my  selfe  with  mine  owne  selfe  delight. 
In  contemplation  of  things  hearenlie  wrought  ■  526 
So,  loathing  earth,  I  looke  up  to  the  aky. 
And,  being  driren  hence,  1  uiether  fly. 

Thence  I  behold  the  miserie  of  men,  (breed, 

Which  want  the  bliss  that  wiiedom  would  them 
And  like  brute  beasts  doo  lie  in  loathsome  den   531 
Of  ghostly  darknes,  and  of  ghastlie  dreed : 
For  whom  I  monme,  and  for  my  selfe  complaine. 
And  for  my  sisters  eake  whom  they  disdaine. — 

With  that  ahee  wept  and  waild  so  pityouslie,     535 

As  if  her  eyes  had  beene  two  springing  wells ; 

And  sll  the  rest,  her  sot  row  to  supplie. 

Did  throw  forth  ahriekes  and  cries  and  dreery  yells. 

So  ended  ahee:  and  then  the  next  in  rew 

Began  her  moumfuU  plaint,  as  doth  ensew.        540 

rOLYHYMNM. 

A  notxnru.  case  desires  a  dolefull  song. 
Without  raine  art  ot  curious  complements ; 
And  squsllid  Fortune,  into  basenes  flong, 
Doth  scome  the  pride  of  wonted  omsments. 
Then  fittest  are  theee  ragged  rimes  for  mee,       545 
To  tell  my  sonrowes  that  exceeding  bee. 

For  the  sweet  numhers  and  melodious  measures, 
With  which  I  wont  the  winged  words  to  tie. 
And  make  a  tuneful]  diapase  of  pleasures. 
Now  being  let  to  mnne  st  libertie  550 

By  those  which  hsTe  no  skill  to  rule  them  right, 
mTo  now  quite  lost  their  natnrall  delight. 

Heapea  of  huge  words  uphoorded  hideously. 
With  horrid  sound  though  hsFing  little  sence, 
The?  thinke  to  be  chiefe  praise  of  poetry  j  555 

And,  thereby  wanting  due  intelligence, 
HuTe  mard  the  face  of  goodly  poesie. 
And  made  a  monster  of  their  nntasie. 


Whilom  in  ages  past  none  might  profease 

Rut  princes  and  high  jiriesta  Uiat  secret  skOl ;    560 

The  sacred  lawea  therein  they  wont  exprsase. 

And  with  deepe  oracles  their  rerses  fill : 

Then  was  shoe  held  in  soToraigne  dignitie, 

And  made  the  nouraling  of  nobilitie. 

But  BOW  nor  prince  nor  prieat  doth  her  maintayne. 
But  sulTer  her  prophaned  for  to  bee  566 

Of  the  base  Yulgar,  that  with  hands  undeane 
Dares  to  pollute  her  hidden  mysterie ; 
And  treaaeth  underfoote  hir  holie  things. 
Which  was  the  care  of  Kesars  and  of  kings.        570 

One  onelie  lives,  her  agea  ornament. 

And  m^mrour  of  her  Makers  maiestie, 

That  with  rich  bountie,  and  deare  cherishment. 

Supports  the  praise  of  noble  poesie ; 

Ne  onelie  faroun  them  wUcn  it  professe,  575 

But  is  her  selfe  a  peereles  poetesse. 

Most  peereles  prince,  most  peereles  poetesse, 

The  true  Pandon  of  all  heaTenly  gracea. 

Divine  Elisa,  sacred  emperessel 

Live  she  for  ever,  and  her  royall  p'lacea  580 

Be  fild  with  praises  of  dirinest  wits. 

That  her  eternise  with  their  heavenlie  writs ! 

Some  few  beside  this  sacred  akill  esteme. 

Admirers  of  her  elorious  excellence; 

Which,  being  lightned  with  her  beawties  heme,  585 

Are  thereby  fild  with  happie  influence. 

And  lifted  up  above  the  worldes  gaae, 

To  sing  with  angels  her  immortall  praiie. 

But  all  the  rest,  as  borne  of  salvage  brood. 

And  having  beene  with  acorns  alwaiea  led,        590 

Can  no  whit  saronr  this  celestiall  food. 

But  with  base  thou^hta  are  into  blindnease  led. 

And  kept  from  lookmg  en  the  lirhtsome  day : 

For  whome  I  waile  and  weepe  ul  that  I  may^— 

Eftsoones  such  store  of  tearea  ahee  forth  did  powre. 
As  if  shee  all  to  water  would  have  gone ;  596 

And  all  her  sisten,  seeing  her  sad  stowre. 
Did  weep  end  waile,  and  made  exceeding  mooe, 
And  all  their  learned  instruments  did  brsake : 
[  The  rest  untold  no  living  tongue  can  speake.     600 
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Yb  bMTenty  scutes.  wImm  9tAam  cMflnlia 
Under  deep  ninMe,  «r«lb  boge  wiih  opprait, 
Batnetyoiirpniae,liiswludi  alMUBeirerdie 
Throagfa  tout  fun  venee,  ne  in  Mhes  net ; 
If  M  be  diriUiBf  rcje^  of  wigbt  ttHw 
May  leMb  from  benoe  to  deptb  oidnkmtt  bell, 
Tben  let  tboee  deep  ebyuee  open  rive, 
Tbat  ye  may  onderatand  my  aorieldng  yell ! 
Tbrice  bairing  aeene  under  tbe  beaTona  Toale 
Yonr  toomba  demoted  compaase  oTor  all, 
Tbnoe  onto  yon  witb  lowd  royoe  I  appeale. 
And  for  yoor  antique  furie  beie  doo  call, 
Tbe  wbilea  tbat  1  with  laered  borror  aing 
Yonr  glorie,  faireat  of  all  eertbly  tbing ! 


!!• 


will 


Graat  Babybm  ber  ban^btie 
And  abarped  ateeplea  bigb  abot  up  in  ayie ; 
Greece  will  tbe  olde  Epheaian  bafldinffa  bbme ; 
And  Nylua  nnnlinga  their  pyramidea  faire ; 
Tbe  aame  yet  Taunting  Greece  will  tell  tbe  atorie 
Of  lorea  grant  image  in  Olympua  placed ; 
lianaoloa  worke  wiU  be  the  Caziana  gloria ; 
And  Crete  will  boeat  tbe  labyrintb,  now  raced ; 
Tbe  antique  Bbodian  will  Ukewiae  aet  forth 
Tbe  greet  Coloaae,  eract  to  BMmoiie  i 
And  what  ela  in  the  world  ia  of  like  worth, 
Some  greater  learned  wit  will  magnifie. 

But  I  will  aing  above  all  mooimenta 

Seven  Roman  hilla,  the  worlda  aeveo  wondermenta. 


Tbon  atnnger,  which  fbr  Rome  in  Rome  here  aeekeat, 
And  nought  ef  Rome  in  Rome  peroeiTat  at  all, 
Tfaeae  aame  olde  walla,  olde  archea,  which  thou  aeeat, 
Olde  palacea,  ia  that  which  Rome  men  oalL 
Bebolde  what  wreake,  what  mine,  and  what  wast. 
And  how  that  ahe,  which  with  her  mightie  powre 
Tam'd  all  the  world,  bath  tam*d  herselfe  at  last; 
Tbe  pray  of  Time,  which  all  tfainn  doth  devowre ! 
Rome  now  of  Rome  ia  th'  onely  ninerall. 
And  onely  Rome  of  Rome  bath  ▼iotorie ; 
Ne  ought  aare  Tyber  baatning  to  hia  fall 
Remainea  of  all :  O  worlda  inconstancie ! 
That  which  ia  firme  doth  flit  and  fall  away. 
And  that  ia  flitting  doth  abide  and  atay. 


IV 

She,  wboae  high  top  above  tbe  starrea  did  acre. 
One  foote  on  Thetis,  th'  other  on  the  morning. 
One  band  on  Scvtbia,  th'  other  on  the  More, 
Both  heaven  and  eaitik  in  roundnease  compaasing ; 


love  fearing,  leestif  abe  should  greater  growe, 
Tbe  gianta  old  ahoum  once  againe  upriae,      [now* 
Her  wbelm'd  with  billa,  these  seven   Uls  which  be 
Tombee  of  her  neatnes  which  did  threate  tbe  skiee: 
Upon  ber  heed  be  beapt  Mount  Satumal, 
Upon  her  bellie  th' antique  Palatine, 
Upon  ber  atomacke  laid  Mount  Qnirinal, 
On  her  left  band  tbe  noysome  Esquiline, 
And  C»lian  on  the  ngfat ;  but  both  her  fcetn 
Mount  Viminal  and  Aventine  doo  meete. 

V. 

Yfho  lists  to  Bee,  what  ever  nature,  arte, 
And  heaven,  could  doo ;  O  Home,  thee  let  him  see. 
In  caae  thy  greatnea  be  can  geaae  in  bane. 
By  tbat  wnich  but  the  picture  ia  of  thee ! 
Rome  ia  no  more :  but,  if  tbe  shade  of  Rome 
Msy  of  the  bodie  yeeM  a  seeming  sight, 
It's  like  a  corae  dmwne  fiarth  out  of  tbe  tombe 
By  magicke  akill  out  of  etemall  nigbt : 
Toe  corpes  of  Rome  in  ashes  is  entombed. 
And  ber  great  spirito,  reioyned  to  the  spiiito 
Of  this  great  masse,  is  in  the  same  enwombed ; 
But  ber  brave  writings,  which  her  famous  merito 
In  spigbt  of  time  ont  of  tbe  dust  doth  asase, 
l>oo  inake  her  idole  through  the  worbi  appeam, 

VI, 

Such  M  the  Bereoyntbian  soddeaao  biigb^ 
In  ber  swifto  cbsrret  with  high  turrets  erowiHle» 
Proud  that  ao  manie  gods  she  brought  to  light ; 
Such  waa  thia  dtie  in  her  good  daiee  (bwnd : 
Thia  dtie,  more  than  that  great  Phrygian  Bothmr 
Renowm'd  for  fhiito  of  fiunoua  progenia. 
Whose  greatoes  by  the  greatnea  ofnone  other. 
But  by  ber  aelfe,  her  equall  match  could  aee : 
Rome  onely  might  to  Rome  compared  bee. 
And  onely  Rome  could  make  rreat  Rome  to  tremble; 
So  did  tlie  gods  hj  heavenly  aoome  decree, 
Tbat  other  eartbbe  power  ahould  not  ivoemble 
Her  that  did  matoh  tbe  whole  earths  pniaaauao. 
And  did  her  courage  to  the  beevena  advaunee 

vn. 
Ye  sscred  mines,  and  ye  tragick  sights. 
Which  onely  doo  tbe  name  of  Rome  retnine, 
Olde  monimenta,  which  of  ao  famous  sprighto 
The  honour  yet  in  ashes  doo  maintained 
Triumphant  arcka,  apyrea,  neighboura  to  tbe  akJe; 
That  you  to  aee  doth  th' heaven  it  selfe  appall ; 
Alaa,  by  little  ye  to  nothing  flie. 
The  peoples  fable,  and  tbe  spoyle  of  all ! 
And  though  your  (rames  do  for  a  time  make  waxre 
Gainst  Time,  yet  Time  in  time  shall  xuinate 
Your  workes  sod  uames,  and  yoor  last  reliquea  iiiarr» 
My  sad  desires,  rest  therefore  moderate ! 
for  if  that  time  make  ende  of  thinga  ao  sura. 
It  ds  will  end  tbe  paine  which  1  endure. 
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Thix>ii|;li  nrnm  «nd  tumU  Rome  tlie  world  tabda'd. 
Thai  oiM  ffottld  werae  that  one  sole  citiM  atrangtb. 
Both  Itnd  nid  soa  in  loiui'diiea  bad  aurrew'd. 
To  be  ibe  xneaaare  of  her  bredth  and  length : 
Thia  peoplea  rertue  yet  so  firuitliiU  waa 
Of  Tertaooa  nephewee,  that  poateride, 
Striving  in  power  their  gnodfirtben  to  paaae» 
The  loweat  earth  ioined  to  the  heaTen  hie) 
To  th'  end  that,  hanng  all  parte  in  their  power, 
Nought  frooa  the  Romane  Empire  might  he  quight ; 
And  that  though  time  doth  eommonwealthadeTowre, 
Yet  no  time  ahonld  ao  low  embaae  their  bight, 
That  her  head  earthed  in  her  foundationa  deep 
Should  not  her  name  and  endlea  honour  keep. 

xz. 

Ye  craell  atarrMp  and  eke  ye  godi  unkinde. 

Heaven  eoTioua,  and  bitter  atepdame  Nature  I 

Be  it  by  fortune,  or  by  eoorae  of  kinde. 

That  TO  doo  wield  th  affairea  of  earthlie  ereature  y 

Why  nave  vour  handa  long  sitbence  trareiled 

To  frame  tnia  worki,  that  doth  endure  ao  loog  ? 

Or  why  were  not  tbeee  Romane  palaeea 

Made  of  aome  matter  no  leeae  firme  and  strong  1 

I  say  not,  aa  the  eonunen  royoe  doth  say. 

That  all  thinra  which  beneatti  the  moone  have  being 

Are  temporaU,  and  sabiect  to  decay : 

But  I  ssy'  lather,  though  not  all  agreeing 

With  some  that  weene  the  contrarie  in  thought. 
That  all  thia  whole  afasU  one  day  come  to  nought. 

As  that  brare  aenne  of  Aeson,  which  by  oharmea 
Atehiev'd  the  golden  fleece  in  Colehid'land, 
Out  of  the  ear&  engendred  men  of  annee 
Of  dragona  teeth,  aowne  in  the  seared  sand ; 
So  thia  bnve  towse  that  in  youthlie  daiea 
An  hydra  waa  of  warrioura  glorioua. 
Did  nil  with  her  reaowmd  aurselinn  praiae 
The  fine  sunnea  both  one  and  other  houa : 
But  they  at  last,  their  beng  then  not  Unng 
An  Hercules  so  nmke  seed  to  reprsaae, 
Emongst  themseiTce  with  eruell  furie  atrifiag» 
Mov'd  dewnethenself  ee  with  slaughter  merciieaaai  -, 
Renewins  in  theasseWee  that  rage  nnkinde» 
Whiek  whikm  did  thoae  earthbom  brethren  bliade. 

XI. 

Mar^t  shaaing  to  have  gi^en  so  great  head 
1  o  hia  ofrepnn^,  ihal  moitaU  puisaaunee, 
Puft  op  wiw  pndn  of  Romane  bardie-heed. 
Seemed  above  Ueareaa  powrs  itselfe  to  adraunce ; 
Cooling  a^aiae  hia  Ibrmev  kiodled  heete. 
With  which  he  had  those  Romane  spixita  fild. 
Did  blowe  new  ira»  and  with  eoflamed  breath, 
Into  the  Gothifike  eolde»  Uot  rage  instil'd : 
Then  gan  that  nsiiMt,  th*  earths  new  giant  brood, 
To  dart  abroad  Umlbunderbc^ta  of  wane,  . 
And,  beating  doaiae  theae  wnUe  with  furioua  mood 
Ato  her  mottMrs  b«B«m»  all  did  marre ; 
To  th*  and  that  wm^  all  were  it  love  hia  sin% 
Should  boMt  hioisel£i  of  the  RosB4ne  Empire. 

Like  aa  whilome  the  children  of  the  earth 
Heapt  hills  on  hills  to  scale  the  starrie  skie, 
Aa4i  fight  against  the  goda  of  heevenly  berths 
Whiiea  love  at  them  hia  thuodarbolu  let  fiie , 


AU  suddenly  with  lightning  OTorthrowne, 
The  furious  squadrona  downe  to  ground  did  fall. 
That  th'  eerth  under  her  childrena  weight  did  grone. 
And  th'  heayena  in  gloria  triumpbt  oTor  all : 
So  did  that  hanghtie  front,  whien  heaped  waa 
On  these  seren  Romane  Idle  it  aelfe  upreva 
Over  the  world,  and  lift  her  loftie  ftce 
Againat  the  bearen,  that  gan  her  force  to  feare. 
But  now  thaee  scorned  fielda  bemone  her  &31, 
And  goda  aeenve  feare  not  her  force  at  aU. 

sin. 

Nor  the  swift  fnie  of  the  flamea  aspiring, 
Nor  the  deep  wounds  of  rictours  raging  blade,' 
Nor  ruthleaae  epoyle  of  aouldiers  blood  desiring, 
The  which  ao  oft  thee,  Rome,  their  conqneet  made ; 
Ne  atroke  on  atroke  of  fortune  nuiable, 
Ne  mat  of  age  hatug  continnaonee, 
Nor  wrath  of  gods,  nor  apight  of  men  imatabfe. 
Nor  thou  oppoa'd  againat  dine  owne  puissance ; 
Nor  th'  horrible  uprore  of  windea  high  blowing. 
Nor  swelling  atreames  of  that  god  snaUe-paced, 
Which  hath  ao  often  with  his  overflowing 
Thee  drenched,  have  thy  pride  so  much  abaced ; 
But  that  thia  nothing,  wbich  they  have  thee  left. 
Makes  the  world  wonder  what  theyfirom  thee  reft 

«▼. 

As  men  in  summer  fearlee  paase  the  foord. 
Which  is  in  winter  lord  of  all  the  plaine. 
And  with  his  tumbling  streames  doth  beare  aboord 
The  ploughmans  hope  and  ahepbeards  labour  raiae : 
And  aa  the  coward  beeats  use  to  despise 
The  noble  lion  after  bis  lives  end, 
Whettior  their  teeth,  and  with  vaine  foolbardiae 
Daring  the  foe  that  cannot  him  defend  : 
And  aa  at  Troy  moat  daatards  of  the  Greekea 
Did  brave  about  the  corpea  of  Hector  colde  : 
So  thoee,  which  whilome  wont  with  palid  cheekea 
The  Romane  triompha  gjtorie  to  behold» 
Now  on  these  asnie  tombes  shew  boHnesse  vaine. 
And,  oonqaer'd,  dam  the  conqueronr  disdaine. 

XT. 

Ye  pallid  apirita,  and  ye  aahie  ghoaata. 
Which,  ioymg  in  the  brightnee  of  your  day, 
Brouffht  foor&  theae  atgnea  of  your  praaonptnoaa 
Which  now  their  dnty  reUquea  do  bewray ;  [booata. 
Tell  me,  ye  apbits  1  (sith  the  dackaome  n^vei 
Of  Styn,  not  paaaable  to  eonka  ratuming* 
Encloaing  you  in  thrice  three  wards  for  evet, 
Doo  not  reatraina  your  imagwa  atill  moimnmg,} 
T«dl  me  then,  (for  perhapa  some  one  of  yon 
Vet  here  above  him  aecretly  doth  hide,) 
Doo  ye  not  feele  your  teimenta  to  accrewe. 
When  ye  aometimee  beheld  the  ruin'd  pride 
Of  theae  eld  Romane  worka»  built  with  your  bands. 
Now  to  become  nought  eb  but  beeped  sandat 


XVI. 

Like  aa  ye  see  the  wrath  full  sea  from  farre 
In  a  great  mountaine  heap't  with  hedeoua  noyae, 
EftsMoes  of  thousand  biilowes  shouldred  narre. 
Against  a  rocke  to  breake  with  dreadful!  poyse : 
Like  as  ye  see  fell  Boreas  with  sharpe  blast 
Tossing  nuge  tempests  through  the  troubled  skie, 
EfUoones  having  las  wide  wings  spent  iu  wast. 
To  stop  his  wearie  ciriere  auddenly : 
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And  M  ye  tee  huge  ianiM  ipred  diTeralie, 
G«tli«red  in  one  op  to  the  bMvent  to  spyie, 
EftaoooM  eoniom  d  to  fall  down*  foebdy  : 
80  wbikmi  did  thit  monwcbio  9Mpyn 

At  wares,  aa  winde,  as  fire,  sprcd  oTer  all, 
TiU  it  by  frtall  doome  adowne  did  ML 

xvn> 
80  km|^  as  loTsa  great  bird  did  make  bis  ffigbt. 
Bearing  tbe  fire  with  whicb  hearen  doth  us  fray, 
Hearen  had  not  feare  of  that  preaumptaona  might. 
With  which  the  giannts  did  tne  gods  assay : 
But  all  so  loooe,  as  scortcbing  snnne  had  brent 
His  wugs  which  wont  the  earth  to  overspredd. 
The  earth  out  of  her  massie  wombe  forth  sent 
That  antique  horror,  which  made  hearen  adredd. 
Then  was  the  Germane  raren  in  disguise 
That  Romane  eagle  seene  to  cleare  asnnder. 
And  towards  hearen  freshly  to  arise 
Out  of  these  mountaines,  now  oonsom'd  to  ponder ; 
In  which  the  fonle,  that  serres  to  beare  the  light- 
Is  now  no  more  seen  flying,  nor  alighting,  [ning, 

zrin. 
These  heapes  of  stonea,  these  old  wals,  which  ye  see, 
Were  first  enclosures  but  of  salrage  aoyle ; 
And  these  brare  pallaces,  which  maystred  bee 
Of  time,  were  ahepbeards  cottagea  aomewhile. 
Then  tooke  the  ahepbeards  kindly  ornaments. 
And  the  stout  hynde  arm'd  his  nght  hand  with  Steele : 
Eftsoones  their  rule  of  yearely  presidenta 
Grew  great,  and  sixe  months  greater  a  great  deele ; 
Whicb,  made  perpetuall,  rose  to  so  jgreat  might. 
That  thence  th'  imperial!  eagle  rootmg  tooke. 
Till  th'  heaven  it  selfe,  opposing  gsinst  her  might. 
Her  power  to  Peters  successor  betooke ; 

Who,  shepheardlike,^aa  fates  the  same  foreaeeing,) 
Doth  show  that  all  things  tome  to  their  first  being. 

zix. 

All  that  is  perfiset,  which  th'  hearen  beaatefiea ; 
All  that'a  imperfoot,  bone  belowe  the  moone ; 
All  that  doth  feede  our  spirits  and  our  eies ; 
And  all  that  doth  consume  our  pleaaurss  soone; 
AU  the  mishap,  the  which  our  aaies  outwearea. 
All  the  good  nap  of  th*  oldeat  times  afore ; 
Rome,  in  tbe  time  of  her  great  anoesters. 
Like  a  Pandora,  locked  long  in  atore. 
But  Destinie  this  huge  cbaoa  turmorlinr. 
In  which  all  good  and  erill  was  enclosed, 
Their  hearenly  rertuea  from  these  woes  aaaqyXing, 
Caried  to  hearen,  from  ainfull  bondage  loaed : 
But  their  great  sinnes,  the  causers  of  their  peine. 
Under  these  antique  mines  yet  remains. 

zz. 

No  otherwise  thsn  Raynie  Cloud,  first  fed 
With  earthly  rapoura  gathered  in  the  ayre, 
Eftaoones  in  oompas  tfch't  to  steepe  his  bed. 
Doth  plonge  himaelfe  in  Tethys  bosome  fairs ; 
And,  mounting  up  againe  from  whence  he  came. 
With  his  g^reat  bdlie  spreds  the  dimmed  world. 
Till  at  the  last,  dissolving  his  moist  frame. 
In  raine,  or  soowe,  or  hade,  he  forth  is  horld ; 
This  oitie,  which  was  first  but  shepbesrds  shade, 
Uprising  by  degrees,  grewe  to  sucn  height. 
That  queene  of  land  and  sea  her  aelfe  she  inade. 
At  last,  not  able  to  beare  so  great  weight.      Trade ; 
Her  power,  disperat,  through  all  the  world  did 
To  shew  that  sll  in  th'  end  to  nought  shall  fode. 


The  same,  which  Pyrrbus  snd  the 
Of  Afrike  could  not  tame,  that  same  brare  eitie. 
Which,  with  atout  courage arm*d  against miscbannceb 
Snstein'd  the  shoeke  of  eomaum  enntitie  , 
Lonff  aa  her  ahip,  tost  with  ao  manie  freeJcaa, 
Had  all  the  wond  in  armca  against  her  bent* 
Waa  never  seene,  that  aaie  fbrtnoes  wreakea 
Could  breake  her  courae  begun  with  brare  tntmt* 
But,  when  the  obieet  of  her  reitue  fiuled. 
Her  power  it  selfo  againat  it  aeUe  did  anne  ; 
As  be  thst  baring  long  in  tempest  eailed^ 
Faine  would  arire,  but  cannot  for  the  etorme. 
If  too  greet  winde  againat  the  port  him  dnre. 
Doth  in  the  port  it  selfo  his  ressell  rire. 

zzn. 
When  that  brare  honour  of  the  Latine  name. 
Which  mear*d  her  rule  with  Africa,  and  Byae, 
With  Thames  inhabitants  of  noble  fome. 
And  they  which  see  the  dawning  day  arise  ; 
Her  nouraUnga  did  with  mutinous  uprore 
Hsrten  againat  her  selfe,  her  oonqiier'd  spoile. 
Which  s^  had  wonne  frt>m  all  tbe  world  afore. 
Of  all  the  world  was  spoyl'd  within  a  while ; 
So,  when  the  compast  eonree  of  tbe  unireiae 
In  size  and  tbirtie  thouaand  yearaa  ia  ronne, 
Tbe  bands  of  th'  elements  shall  backe  rererae 
To  their  firat  discord,  and  be  quite  undonne : 
The  seedes,  of  which  all  things  at  first  were  bred^ 
Shall  in  great  Cbaoa  wombe  againe  be  hid. 

zxni. 

O  wane  wisedome  of  the  men,  that  would 
That  Cartbagetowresfrom  spoile  should  be  forborne. 
To  th'  end  that  hie  rietorioos  people  should 
With  oanering  laiaure  not  be  orerwome  I 
He  well  foresawe,  bow  that  the  Romane  oonrage. 
Impatient  of  pleasures  faint  desires. 
Through  idlenes  would  tnrae  to  eirill  rage. 
And  be  her  eelfo  the  matter  of  her  firea. 
For,  in  a  people  given  all  to  ease. 
Ambition  is  engendrsd  easily ; 
As  in  a  rieioua  bodie  groee  disease 
Soone  growee  through  humonra  auperfioitis.  [p**^ 
That  came  to  pasae,  when,  awofne  with  plentise 
Nor  piinee,  nor  peers,  nor  kin,  thej  would  abide. 

zztr. 
If  the  bKnde  furie,  which  wanes  bieadeth  oft, 
Wonta  not  f  enrage  the  hearts  of  equal  beasts, 
Whether  they  fare  on  fbote,  or  flie  aloft. 
Or  aimed  be  with  dawes,  or  soslie  oraasts  ; 
What  foil  Erynnia,  with  hot  bnnin^  tonga* 
Did  grype  your  hceits  with  noysome  nge  imbeer'd. 
That,  each  to  other  workinr  cfuell  wrongs, 
Your  bladee  in  your  owne  boweb  ron  embtew'd  T 
Waa  this  ^ye  Romanea)  your  hard  destinieY 
Or  some  M  sinne,  whose  unq^ieaaed  nilt 
Powr*d  rengeanoe  forth  on  you  etenalBe  1 
Or  brothcra  blood,  the  which  at  first  was  ^wlt 
Upon  your  walls,  that  God  might  not  endure 
Upon  the  ssme  to  set  foundstina  son  1 

zzr. 
O  thst  I  had  the  Thracian  noets  haipe. 
For  to  awake  out  of  th'  infomall  shade 
Tboee  antique  Cwtmn,  sleepbg  long  in  darice 
The  which  thia  anncieot  citia  whime  aad«] 
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Or  thftt  I  had  Ampbions  instrument. 
To  quicken,  witk  his  Titall  notes  accord, 
Tlie  stonie  ioynts  of  tbese  old  walls  now  rent. 
By  which  th^Auaooian  light  might  he  restor'd ! 
Or  that  at  least  I  could,  with  pencill  fine, 
Fashion  the  pourtraicta  of  these  psiacis. 
By  patema  of  great  Virgils  spirit  di? ioe ! 
I  would  aasay  with  that  which  in  me  ia, 
To  bnilde,  with  leToll  of  my  loftie  s^Ie, 
That  whidi  no  handa  can  ever  more  compyle. 

ZXTI. 

IVho  list  the  Romane  greatnes  forth  to  fignro. 
Him  needeth  not  to  seeke  for  usage  light 
Of  line,  or  lead,  or  rule,  or  fouaire,  to  measure 
Her  length,  her  breadth,  her  oeepnes,  or  her  bight ; 
But  him  behoves  to  tow  in  oompasse  round 
All  that  the  Ocean  sraspes  in  hu  long  annea ; 
Beit  where  theyereiy  starre  doth  aoortch  the  ground, 
Or  where  colde  Boreas  blowes  his  hitter  stormes. 
Rome  was  th'  whole  world ,  and  al  the  world  was  Rome ; 
And  if  things  nam'd  their  names  doo  equaliaOf 
liVhen  land  and  sea  ye  name,  then  name  ye  Rome ; 
And,  naming  Rome,  ye  land  and  sea  comprize : 
For  th'  auneient  plot  of  Rome,  displayed  plaine. 
The  map  of  all  the  wide  world  doth  eontaine. 

zxvn. 

Thou  that  at  Roma  astonisbt  dost  heboid 
The  antiqae  pride  which  menaced  the  skie, 
These  haogbtie  heapea,  these  pidacea  of  olde, 
These  wals^theseaieks,  these  baths,  these  temples  hie; 
ludge,  by  theee  ample  mines  vew,  the  rest 
The  which  imarious  time  hath  quite  outwome, 
Since  of  all  workmen  helde  in  reckning  best ; 
Yet  these  olde  fragments  are  for  patemes  home : 
Then  also  marke,  how  Rome,  from  day  to  day, 
Repayrxnr  her  decayed  fashion, 
Benewealiecaelfe  with  buildings  rich  and  gay ; 
That  one  would  iudge,  that  the  Romaine  dsmon 
Doth  yet  himselfe  with  fiitall  bund  enforce, 
Againe  on  foote  to  re&re  her  pouldred  corse. 

XXYttU 

He  that  hath  aeene  a  great  oke  drie  and  dead. 
Yet  clad  with  reliques  of  some  truphees  olde, 
lafUng  to  hearen  her  aged  horie  head, 
Mrhose  foote  in  ground  hath  left  but  feeble  holde. 
But  halfo  diabowerd  Ues  above  the  ground, 
Shying  her  wreathed  rooces  and  naked  armea, 
And  oo  her  trunke  all  rotten  and  unsound 
Onely  supports  faerselfe  for  meate  of  wormea ; 
And,  thon^  she  owe  her  fall  to  the  first  winde, 
let  of  the  deront  people  is  ador'd, 
Aad  manie  yong  planu  spring  out  of  her  rinde; 
Who  such  an  oke  hath  scene  let  him  record 
That  sneli  this  cities  honour  was  of  yore 
Aad  mongat  all  cities  ilorisbed  much  more. 


An  ^  which  Aegypt  whilome  did  devise ; 

A  i  ™i.  .   '.J  ^"*!«  ^^^  temples  to  embnre. 

After  th'  lonike,  Atticke,  Doricke  guise : 

Or  Connth  skil*d  in  eunous  workes  to  grm ; 

An  thst  Ljrsippus  prsctike  arte  could  forme ; 

Apellea  wit;  or  Phidias  his  skill; 

Was  wont  this  auneient  citie  to  adome. 

And  the  hearen  tt  selfe  with  her  wide  wonden  filL 


All  that  which  Athens  ever  brought  forth  wise ; 
All  that  which  Afrike  eyer  brought  forth  atrangej 
All  that  which  Asia  ever  had  of  prise ; 
Was  here  to  see.    O  menrelous  great  change  t 

Rome,  living,  was  the  worlds  sole  omsment ; 

And,  dead,  is  now  the  worlds  sole  moniment. 


xzz. 


Like  as  the  seeded  field  greene  grasse  fint  showes. 
Then  from  greene  ^nmw  into  a  stalke  doth  spring. 
And  frt>m  a  atalke  mto  an  eare  forth-growes. 
Which  eare  the  fruitful  graine  doth  ahortly  hring ; 
And  as  in  sesson  due  the  husband  mowes 
The  waving  lockea  of  those  faire  yeallow  heares. 
Which  bound  in  sheaves,  and  layd  in  comely  rowes. 
Upon  the  naked  fields  in  stalkes  he  xesres : 
So  grew  the  Romane  empire  by  degree, 
TUl  that  barbarian  hands  it  quite  dSi  spUl, 
And  left  of  it  but  these  olde  markes  to  see. 
Of  which  sll  PMsen  by  doo  somewhat  pill : 
As  they,  which  gleane  the  reliques  use  to  gather, 
Which  th*  husbandman  behmd  him  ohanst  to 


scatter. 


Zzzi. 


That  same  is  now  nought  but  a  champian  wide. 
Where  all  thia  worlds  pride  once  was  situate. 
No  hlame  to  thee,  whosoever  dost  abide 
By  Nyle,  or  Oanffe,  or  Tjrgre,  or  Euphrate ; 
Ne  Afrike  thereof  guiltie  is,  nor  Spaine, 
Nor  the  bolde  people  by  the  Thanus  brincka, 
Nor  the  breve  warlicke  brood  of  Alemaine, 
Nor  the  borne  soldier  which  Rhine  running  drinks . 
Thou  onely  cause,  O  Civill  Furie,  art ! 
Which,  sowing  in  th'  Aemathian  fields  thy  spight. 
Didst  arme  thy  hand  against  thy  proper  hart ; 
To  th'  end  that  when  thou  wast  in  greatest  bight 
To  greatnes  growne,  through  long  prosperitie. 
Thou  then  adowne  migbt'st  fall  mora  horriblie. 

xzzn. 

Hope  ye,  my  verses,  that  posteritie 
Of  age  ensuing  shall  you  ever  read  t 
Hope  ye,  that  ever  immortalitie 
So  meane  herpes  works  may  chalenge  for  her  meed  1 
If  under  heaven  anie  endurance  were. 
These  moniments,  which  not  in  paper  writ. 
But  in  porphyre  and  marble  doo  app«are, 
Might  well  have  hop'd  to  have  obtained  it. 
Nathles  my  lute,  whom  Phcebus  deignd  to  give, 
Cesse  not  to  sound  these  olde  antiquitiea : 
For  if  that  time  doo  let  thy  glorie  live. 
Well  maiat  thou  boast,  how  ever  base  thou  bee. 
That  thou  art  firet,  which  of  thy  nation  aong 
Th'  olde  honour  of  the  people  gowned  long. 

L'Envajf. 
Bellay,  firet  garland  of  free  poesie  f  wits. 

That  France  brought  forth,  though  fruitful!  of  bnva 
Well  worthle  thou  of  immortalitie. 
That  long  beat  tnveld,  br  the  learned  writs, 
Olde  Rome  out  of  her  ashes  to  revive. 
And  give  a  second  life  to  dead  decayes ! 
Needea  must  he  sll  etemitie  survive. 
That  can  to  other  give  eternall  dayes: 
Thy  di^ea  therefore  are  endles,  and  thy  preyae 
Ezcellmg  all,  that  ever  went  before. 
And,  after  thee,  gins  fiartaa  hie  to  reyae 
Hia  heavenly  muse,  th'  Almightie  to  adore. 
Live,  hupie  apirita,  th*  honour  of  your  namftt 
I      And  fill  the  world  with  nsTar  dying  ftme  I 
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ufcfiJ74Tsn   TO    nw    biomt    noble    and    BEAUnrULL  LA  oil 


THE  LA :  MARIE, 


COUNTESSE  OF  P£MBROOKE. 
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TO  TBB  BlOnT  NOBLB  AND  BBAUTIFULL  LAOiBf 

THE  LA :  MARIE, 

00VNTBI8B  OF  PBMBBOOBB. 

Moot  booouimble  Bod  boantifull  LBdis,  than  hm 
long  BitbeoB  dBope  sowed  in  my  brest  the  aeedBS  of 
mott  Bndre  love  end  hamble  Bmction  unto  thBtmott 
bnTe  knight,  your  noble  brotber  daceeted ;  wbicb, 
taking  roote,  begBO  in  his  life  time  somewhat  to  bud 
forth,  and  to  shew  themselves  to  him*  as  then  in  the 
weaknes  of  their  6rst  spring  ;  and  would  in  their 
riper  strength  (had  it  pleased  High  God  till  then  to 
drawe  oat  his  daies)  spired  forth  fruit  of  mora  per^ 
feotioB*  But  since  God  hath  disdeigned  the  world 
of  that  most  noble  spirit,  which  was  ue  hope  of  all 
learned  men,  and  the  patron  of  my  young  muses ; 
together  with  him  botn  their  hope  of  anie  further 
fruit  was  cut  off,  snd  also  the  tender  delight  of  those 
their  first  blossoms  nipped  and  auite  dead.  Yet, 
sithens  my  late  cumming  into  England,  some  firends 
of  Bune,  (which  might  B»iich  prevails  with  me,  and 


indeede  comnmnnd  me.)  knowing  with  howe  stiBiglrt 
bandesof  doetie  I  was  tied  to  htm,  as  also  bound 
unto  that  noble  house,  (of  which  the  ehiafe  hope 
then  rested  in  himj)  hare  sought  to  reviTU  them  br 
upbraiding  me,  fbr  that  I  hare  not  Bhewed  sme 
thankefuU  remembrance  towards  him  or  any  of  them ; 
but  suffer  their  names  to  sleep  in  silence  and  foig«t- 
fttlnesae.  Whome  chieflie  tosatiBfie,  or  eki  to  aroiilo 
that  fowle  blot  of  untbankelnlnesse,  I  hare  ooneBired 
this  small  peeme,  intituled  br  a  gaiwrsU  naaMof  Tlk» 
WotUm  Rumm  ;  yet  speeaallie  mtsnded  to  the  ve- 
nowming  of  thai  BoUe  raoe,  firom  which  both  yoQ  sad 
he  sprong,  and  to  the  etenising  ol  some  of  tho 
chiero  of  Ibem  lato  deeoased.  The  which  I  dedicato 
unto  your  La.  as  whome  it  most  speeiany  eooeamoth; 
and  to  whome  I  aeknowWdge  my  saUe  bouaden  by 
msny  singulsr  farours  and  great  gracea.  I  pnv  for 
your  honourable  hsppinesse :  and  so  humbly  mbb 
your  hands. 

Your  ladiships  ersr  humblierac  oommattBd, 

£.8. 


It  ehannced  me  on  dar  beside  the  shore 

Of  sUrer-stresmiog  Thsmesis  to  bee. 

Nigh  where  the  gwxUy  Verlsme  stood  of  yore. 

Of  which  there  now  remainea  no  mesMrie, 

Nor  aoie  little  moniment  to  see,  5 

Br  which  the  tmrailer,  that  fiures  that  way, 

TUf  once  uwi  she,  may  warned  be  to  say. 

There,  on  the  other  side,  I  did  behold 

A  wonksn  sitting  sorrowfnllie  wailing, 

Beading  her  yeUow  locks,  like  wyrie  gold  10 

About  her  shouldera  careleslie  downe  trailing, 

And  streames  of  teares  from  her  fidre  eyee  forth 

In  her  right  hand  a  broken  rod  she  held,     [railing: 

Which  towards  hearen  shee  seemd  on  high  to  weld. 

Whether  she  were  one  of  that  riven  nymphes,    15 
Which  did  the  losse  of  some  dere  love  laasBnt* 
I  doubt ;  or  one  of  those  three  fiitall  impea. 
Which  draw  the  ^jm  of  men  forth  iB  extent ; 
Or  th'  anneient  genius  of  that  citie  brent : 
But,  seeiBg  her  so  piteonsUe  perplexed,  SO 

I(to  her  caUing)  askt  what  her  bo  rexed. 


"  Ahl  what  delight  (qnoth  aho)  in  SBitiiliB  thing. 

Or  comfort  can  I,  wreidied  creature,  hnre  1 

Whose  happines  the  hearens  enrying. 

From  highest  stsire  to  lowest  step  me  drsvB,        S5 

And  hare  in  mine  owne  boweb  made  my  grsre. 

That  of  all  nations  now  I  am  UnXanm^ 

The  worlds  sad  spectacle,  and  fortunes  soome.** 

Much  was  I  moored  at  her  piteooB  plaint, 

And  feh  my  heart  nigh  rirea  in  my  bceat  30 

With  tender  ruth  to  see  her  sore  conetnunt ; 

lliat,  sheddiiie  teares  a  while,  I  stUl  did  rest, 

And,  after,  did  her  name  of  her  request. 

**  Name  hare  I  none  (quoth  she)  nor  any  being. 

Bereft  of  both  by  fotes  uninst  decreeing.  35 

"  I  wss  that  citie,  which  the  garland  wore 

Of  Britainee  pride,  dehrered  unto  me 

Bv  Romane  victors,  which  it  wonne  of  rore ; 

Tbon^  nought  at  dl  but  mines  now  I  bee, 

And  lye  in  saine  owne  ashes,  as  rou  see  :  40 

Verlame  I  was ;  what  bootes  it  that  I  was, 

Sith  now  I  am  but  weedea  and  wastof oil  gnaa  t 
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"  O  Taine  worldn  glom,  and  ansted&st  «tate 

Of  all  that  liyet  od  face  of  sinful!  earth  1 

Which » irom  theij:  firat  ontiU  their  utmost  date,    45 

Taale  no  one  hoore  of  h^ppioef  or  i»enh ; 

But  like  as  at  the  ingate  or  their  berth 

They  crying  csreep  out  of  their  mothers  woomh^ 

So  wailing  hack,  go  to  their  wofuU  toomb. 

"  Why  then  dooth  iesh,  a  babble-gka  of  breath,  90 

Hunt  after  honour  and  advauneement  raine. 

And  reare  a  trophee  for  devouring  death. 

With  80  great  labour  and  long-lading  paine. 

As  if  his  daiea  for  oyer  should  remaine  1 

8ith  all,  that  in  this  world  is  great  or  gaie,  55 

Doth  as  a  rapour  vanish  and  decsie. 

"  Looke  baoke,  who  Kst,  unto  the  ibnner  ages* 
And  call  to  eoont,  what  is  of  them  become} 
Where  be  those  learned  wita  and  aotiqiie  sages. 
Which  of  all  wisdome  knew  the  perfeot  eomme  I  60 
Where  those  great  warriors,  whieh  did  orexiooma 
The  world  with  eonqueet  of  their  mirht  and  aaine, 
And  made  one  mean  of  th'  earth  and  of  their  cainet 

"  What  Bowe  is  of  th'  Aasyiian  Lyooease, 

Of  whom  no  footing  now  on  earth  appeares  1        d5 

What  of  the  Persian  bearss  ontragiousnesse. 

Whose  memorie  is  quite  wome  out  with  yearssi 

Who  of  the  Grecian  Libbard  now  ought  hearae. 

That  oyer-ran  the  East  with  greedie  powre, 

And  left  his  whelps  their  kingdomea  to  deyoare  1 70 

"  And  where  is  that  same  great  seyen-headed  beast. 

That  made  all  nations  vassals  of  her  pride, 

To  fall  before  her  feete  at  her  beheest. 

And  in  the  necke  of  all  the  world  did  ride  ? 

Where  doth  she  all  that  wondrous  welthe  now  hide  t 

With  her  owne  weight  downe  pressed  now  sbee  lies. 

And  by  her  heapea  ner  hugenesse  testifies.  T7 

"  O  Rome,  thy  mine  I  lament  and  rue. 

And  in  thy  fiui  my  fatall  overthrowe. 

That  whilom  was,  whilst  heavens  with  equall  vewe, 

Deignd  to  behold  me  and  their  gifts  bestowe,       81 

The  picture  of  thy  pride  in  pompous  shew  : 

And  of  the  whole  world  as  thou  wast  the  empresse. 

So  I  of  this  small  northeme  world  was  princesse. 

"  To  tell  the  beawtie  of  my  building  &yvo*  35 

A.domd  with  purest  soldo  and  precious  stone ; 

To  tell  my  riches,  ana  endowments  rare. 

That  by  my  foes  are  n«w  all  spent  and  goi^ ) 

To  tell  qiy  foroas,  matohable  to  none ; 

Were  but  lost  labour,  that  few  would  beleeve,      90 

And,  with  rehearsing,  would  me  more  agreeve. 

**  High  towers,  ftire  temples,  ffoMy  theaters, 
Strong  waUs,  rich  porcbee,  prmcelie  pallaces. 
Large  streetes,  brieve  houses,  sacred  sepulchrea, 
8ar«  gates,  sweete  gardena,  stately  gaV«iea,        95 
Wrought  with  faiie  piUoora  and  fine  imageries ; 
All  thofe  (O  pitie  1)  now  are  tumd  to  dust* 
And  overgrowoe  ynth  black  oblivions  rust. 

"  Thereto  for  wsrlike  power,  end  peoples  store. 

In  Britannia  waa  none  to  match  with  mee,  100 

That  msnie  often  did  abie  full  aore : 

Ne  Ti03rnovant,  though  elder  sister  shee. 

With  my  great  forcea  might  compared  b.-e ; 

That  stout  Pendragon  to  hiaperiU  felt. 

Who  m  a  nege  Mhveo  yarea  about  me  dwelti      105 


"  But  long  ere  this,  Bnnduca,  Britoiuieese, 

Her  mightie  bo^st  sgainat  my  bulwarkes  brought  i 

Bunduca  !  that  victorious  eoni^uerease. 

That,  lifting  up  her  brave  heroick  thought 

Bove  womens  weaknes,  with  the  Romanes  fought. 

Fought,  and  in  field  asaiast  them  thriee  prevailed : 

Yet  was  she  foyld,  when  as  she  me  assailed.      1 1 2 

"  And  though  at  last  by  force  I  eonquered  were 

Of  bardie  Siaxone,  and  became  their  thrall ; 

Yet  was  I  with  much  bloodshed  bought  full  deere. 

And  pria*d  with  slaughter  of  their  eeneraU :        IIS 

like  moniment  of  whose  sad  funeraU, 

For  wonder  of  the  world,  long  in  me  laated ; 

But  now  to  oought,  through  apoyle  of  time,i8  wasted« 

"  Wasted  jtis,  as  if  it  never  yr«re ;  1«0 

And  all  the  rest,  that  me  so  honord  iMde* 

And  of  th«  world  admired  ev'rie  where. 

Is  turned  (o  amoake,  that  doth  to  nothing  M» ; 

And  of  that  hrightnes  now  appearea  no  shade* 

But  greislie  shiuiea,  such  aa  doo  haunt  in  hell    195 

With  fearfoU  fiends,  that  in  deep  dMrfcnee  dwoU. 

"  Where  my  high  steeples  whUon  usdo  to  0tand» 
On  which  the  lordly  fhuloon  wont  to  towre. 
There  now  is  hot  an  heap  of  lyme  and  aand 
For  the  sbriehe-owle  to  build  her  balelnll  bowre : 
And  where  the  nightingale  wont  forth  to  powie  131 
Her  restles  plaints,  to  oomfort  wakefull  lovers. 
There  now  haunt  yelling  mewea  and  whining  plofewu 

"  And  where  the  christall  Thamis  wont  to  slide 

In  silver  ohanneU,  dowae  along  the  lee,  155 

Aboiit  whoee  fiowiie  bankaa  on  either  aide 

A  thousand  nymphee»  with  mirthfull  iollitee. 

Were  wont  to  play,  Irom  all  annoraoe  firee ; 

There  nqm  no  rivers  oonne  is  to  be  aeene. 

But  moorish  fimnes,  and  narabea  ever  greene.    140 

"  Seemes,  ths$  Aat  geode  river  for  gnsat  grisf* 
Of  my  niiahaps,  which  oft  I  to  him  plained ; 
Or  for  to  iriiunne  the  horrible  mischiefe. 
With  which  he  saw  my  omell  foes  no  pained, 
And  hi^  pnse  ttveamea  with  guiltlea  blond  oft  stmsdi 
From  my  unh^ppie  neighboi^Qod  iarre  fied,        146 
And  his  sweete  waien  away  with  him  led. 

"  There  also,  where  the  winged  abips  were  aeene 

In  liquid  waves  to  cut  their  fomie  wnie» 

And  thousand  fishers  numbred  to  haro  been,      150 

In  that  wide  li^  loeJking  for  pleateoQS  pniie 

Of  iUh,  whiflh  they  wiSh  b»iU  «s^  to  betraie. 

Is  now  no  lake,  nor  tniA  fiahera  store. 

Nor  ever  sb^p  ahaU  s«il«  there  anie  morew 

**  They  all  are  gone,  and  all  with  them  is  gone !  155 

Ne  ought  to  me  remaines,but  to  lament 

My  long  decay,  which  no  man  els  doth  mono. 

And  moume  my  faU  with  dolefiill  dreriment. 

Yet  it  is  comfort  in  great  lan^shment. 

To  be  bemoned  with  compeasion  kinde,  160 

And  mitigatea  the  anguish  of  the  minde. 

*'  But  me  no  man  bewaileth,  but  in  game, 
Ne  abeddeth  teares  from  lamentable  eie : 
Nor  anie  livea  that  mentipneth  my  name 
To  be  remembered  of  posteritie. 
Save  One,  that  maug^e  Fortunes  iniurie, 
And  Times  decay,  and  Envies  cmell  tort. 
Hath  writ  my  record  in  tme-seeming  lorL 
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**  Cambden !  Uie  nourioe  of  aadqiiitie. 

And  Itntarae  onto  lato  ■oooading  ag«,  170 

To  Me  the  li^ht  of  naiple  reritie 

Buried  in  rumee,  throogli  the  greet  ontiige 

Of  her  owne  people  led  with  warlike  nge : 

Cembden  I  thoogti  Time  ell  monimenti  obieure. 

Yet  thy  ioit  labonn  erer  ahell  eodnre.  175 

**  Bat  whie  (onheppie  wight  1)  doo  I  thae  erie, 

And  griere  that  my  remembranee  quite  ia  raced 

Oat  of  the  knowleoge  of  pocteritie, 

And  all  mj  antique  monnnenta  delaoed  Y 

Sith  I  doo  dailie  aee  thinp  higheat  plaoed,  180 

8o  aoone  aa  Fatea  their  ritall  Uired  haTe  ahome. 

Forgotten  quite  aa  they  were  nerer  borne. 

"  It  ia  not  long,  ainoe  theee  two  eyee  beheld 

A  migfatie  prince  of  moat  renowmed  race. 

Whom  Fjigland  hiffh  in  count  of  honour  held,    185 

And  graeteat  onee  did  aue  to  gaine  hie  grace ; 

Of  greateet  onea  he  greataat  in  hia  phwe. 

Sate  in  the  boaome  of  hia  aoreraine, 

And  right  end  kyuU  did  hia  word  maintaine. 

'*  I  aaw  him  die,  I  aaw  him  die,  aa  one  190 

Of  the  meene  people,  and  brought  Iborth  on  beare ; 

I  aaw  him  die,  and  no  man  left  to  mono 

Hia  dolefull  frte,  that  late  him  lored  deere ; 

Scerae  anie  left  to  eloae  hiaeylida  neare ; 

Scarae  anie  left  upon  hia  lipe  to  laie  195 

The  aacied  aod,  or  requiem  to  aaia. 

*'  O  truatleeae  atate  of  miaenble  men, 
That  builde  your  blia  on  hope  of  earthly  thing. 
And  Tainly  thinke  your  aelrea  halfe  happieSen, 
When  painted  &oee  with  amooth  flattenng  200 

Doo  fawne  on  yon,  and  your  wide  praiaea  aing ; 
And,  when  the  courting  meeker  louteth  lowe. 
Him  true  in  heert  and  truatie  to  yon  tiow ! 

**  All  ia  but  Ained,  aud  with  oaker  dide, 

That  everie  ahower  will  waah  and  wipe  away  \    205 

All  thinga  doo  chanM  that  under  hearen  amde. 

And  after  death  all  ftiendship  doth  decaie. 

Therefore,  what  erer  man  bearat  worldlieaway, 

Liiinff,  on  God,  and  on  thy  aelfe  relie ; 

For  when  thou  dieat,  all  aball  with  thee  die.        210 

*'  He  now  ia  dead,  and  all  ia  with  him  dead. 
Bare  what  in  heaTena  atorehonae  he  uplaid ; 
Hia  hope  ia  fidld,  and  come  to  peaae  hu  dnad. 
And  evill  men  ^now  dead)  hia  deedee  upbraid: 
Spite  bitee  the  dead,  that  Uying  nerer  baid.        215 
He  now  ia  fone,  the  whilee  the  foze  ii  eiept 
Into  the  hole,  the  which  the  bedger  awepL 

"  He  now  ia  dead,  and  all  hia  rlorie  gone. 

And  all  hia  greatneaa  Tapouied  to  nought 

That  aa  a  glaaae  upon  the  water  ahone,  220 

Which  vaniaht  quite,  ao  aoone  aa  it  waaaought: 

Hia  name  ia  wonie  aireadie  out  of  thought, 

Ne  anie  poet  aeekea  him  to  reriTe ; 

Yet  manie  poeta  honourd  him  alive. 

**  Ne  doth  hia  Colin,  careleaae  Colin  Cloute,      225 
Care  now  hia  idle  bagpipe  up  to  raiae, 
Me  tell  hia  aorrow  to  the  liatning  rout  [pndae : 

Of  ahepheard  poomea,  which  wont  hia  aonga  to 
Praiae  who  ao  hat,  yet  I  will  him  diapraiae, 
Untill  he  quite  him  of  thia  guiltie  blame :  250 

Wake,  ahcphearda  boy,  at  length  awake  lor  ahame. 


"  And  who  ao  ela  did  goodnee  hy  hhn  nine. 
And  who  ao  ela  hia  bounteoue  mind  did  trie. 
Whether  be  ahepheard  be,  or  ahephearda  awtine, 
/For  flaanie  did,  which  doo  it  now  denie,)  2S5 

Awake,  and  to  hia  aong  a  part  a|^)lie: 
And  I,  the  whileat  you  monme  Ibr  hia  deoeaae, 
Will  with  my  mourning  piainta  your  plaint  increeee. 

"  He  dyde,  and  after  him  hia  brotherdyde, 

Hia  brother  prince^  hia  brother  noUe  peere,         240 

That  whileet  he  lired  waa  of  none  CBTyde, 

And  deed  ia  now,  aa  liring,  counted  deara, 

Deare  unto  all  tlttt  true  affection  beare : 

But  unto  thee  moat  deare,  O  deareat  dune, 

Hia  noble  apouae,  and  paragon  of  lamcw  S45 

"  He,  whileet  he  Kred,  happie  waa  throogli  dbee. 
And,  being  deed,  ia  happie  now  much  more ; 
Lirinff ,  that  Uncked  chaimat  with  thee  to  bee. 
And  dead,  becanae  him  deed  thou  doet  adore 
Aa  liring,  and  thy  loat  deere  lore  deplore.  25(t 

So  whilat  that  thou,  (air  flowre  of  chaatitie, 
Doet  lire,  by  thee  thy  lord  ahall  nerer  die. 


S60 


«  Thy  lord  ahall  nerer  die,  the  whilee  thia 
Shall  lire,  and  aurely  it  ahall  lire  for  erer: 
For  erer  it  ahall  lire,  and  ahall  reheerae 
Hia  worthie  pniae,  and  rertoea  dying  nerer, 
Thoudb  death  hia  aoule  doo  from  hia  bodie  eer 
And  uou  thy  eelfe  herein  afaalt  alao  lire ; 
Such  giace  tne  hearena  doo  to  my  reraee  gireu 

««  Ke  ahall  hia  aiater,  ne  thy  father,  die ; 

Thy  father,  that  good  eerie  of  ive  renowne. 

And  noble  patrone  of  weake  porertie ! 

Whoae  great  good  deeda  in  countrey,  and  in  towae. 

Hare  purcbaat  him  in  hearen  an  happie  crowne  * 

Where  he  now  lireth  in  etemall  bUa,  t6S 

And  left  hia  aonne  t*  enaue  thoae  atepa  of  hia. 

'*  He,  noble  Bob,  hia  grandsirea  lirelie  hayrn. 
Under  the  ahadow  of  thy  connten«uQoe 
Now  ginnee  to  ahoote  up  fast,  and  louriah  &yrB 
In  leemed  artea,  and  goodlie  goureinaunce,        270 
That  him  to  higheat  honour  ahall  adraunce. 
Brare  impe  of  Bedford,  grow  apace  in  bountie. 
And  count  of  wiaedome  more  than  of  thy  countin ! 


"  Ne  may  I  let  thy  hnabanda  aiater  die. 
That  goodly  ladie,  aitb  ahe  eke  did  apring 
Out  of  hia  atocke  and  famoua  fimiilie. 
Whose  praiaea  I  to  future  age  doo  aing ; 
And  foorth  out  of  her  happie  womb  did  ' 
llie  aaered  brood  of  leeming  and  all  honour^ 
In  whom  the  hearena  powrde  all  ' 
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her 
281 


**  Moat  gentle  spirite  breathed  from  ahore| 
Out  of  the  boeoBBe  of  the  Makers  blk. 
In  whom  ail  bountie  and  all  rertnona  lovn 
Appeered  in  their  natire  propertia. 
And  did  enrich  that  noble  brenat  of  hia 
With  treaaura  peasing  all  thia  worldea  worth* 
Worthie  of  hearen  it  aelfe,  which  brought  tl  fiwth* 


'*  Hia  blaaaed  apirite,  full  of  power 
And  iniucoce  of  all  celeatiell  gxaee. 
Loathing  thia  ainfuU  emth  end  eeitlilie  aUae* 
Fled  bene  too  aoone  unto  hia  natire  plaoe  ^ 
Too  aoone  lor  all  that  did  hia  lore  embrace. 
Too  eociie  lor  all  thia  wretched  worid,  whom  bt 
Robd  of  all  right  and  true  oobilitie» 
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"  Yet»  ere  bis  happie  soule  to  heayen  went         295 

Out  of  this  ilesbbe  fr^ole,  be  did  devise 

Unto  bis  beerenlie  Maker  to  present 

His  bodie,  as  a  spotles  sacrifise ; 

And  cbose,  tbat  gnittie  bands  of  enemies 

Sbould  powre  fortb  tb*  oflfring  of  bis  guiltles  blood : 

So  life  ezcbanging  for  bis  countries  good.  301 

<*  O  noble  apirite,  Uve  tbere  erer  blessed, 

Tbe  worlds  late  wonder,  and  tbe  bearens  new  ioy ; 

live  erer  tbere,  and  leve  me  bere  distressed 

Witb  mortall  cares  and  cumbrous  worlds  anoy  I  305 

But,  wbere  tbou  dost  tbat  bappines  enioy, 

fiid  me,  O  bid  me  qoicklie  come  to  tbee, 

Tbat  bappie  tbere  I  nude  tbee  alwaies  see  ! 

"  Yet,  wbilest  tbe  Fatee  affoord  me  Titall  breatb, 

I  will  it  spend  in  speaking  of  tby  praise,  310 

And  sing  to  tbee,  untill  tbat  timelie  deatb 

By  beavens  doome  doo  ende  my  eartblie  daies : 

Tbereto  doo  tbou  my  bumble  spirite  raise. 

And  into  me  tbat  sacred  breatb  inspire, 

Wbicb  tbou  tbere  breatbest  perfect  and  entire.  315 

"  Tben  will  I  sing ;  but  wbo  can  better  sing 

Tban  tbine  owne  sister,  peerles  lady  brigbt, 

Wbiob  to  tbee  sings  witb  deep  barts  sorrowing; 

Sorrowing  tempered  witb  deare  deligbt, 

Tbat  ber  to  beare  I  feele  mv  feeble  sprigbt         StO 

Robbed  of  sense,  end  ravisoed  witb  ioy; 

O  sad  ioy,  made  of  mourning  and  anoy  I 

**  Yet  will  I  ung  ;  but  wbo  can  better  sin^ 
Tban  tbou  tby  aelfe,  tbine  owne  selfes  valianee,  324 
Tbat,  wbilst  tbou  liTed8t,madest  tbe  forrests  ring» 
And  fields  resownd,  and  flockes  to  leap  and  dannee. 
And  sbepbeardea  leave  tbeir  lambs  unto  miscbaunce. 
To  runne  tby  sbrill  Arcadian  pipe  to  beare : 
O  bappie  were  tbose  dayes,  tbrice  bappy  were ! 

"  But  now  more  bappie  tbou,  and  wretcbed  wee,  330 
Wbicb  want  tbe  wonted  swetnes  of  tby  voice, 
Wbiles  tbou  now  in  Elysian  fields  so  n-ee, 
Witb  Orpbeus,  and  with  Linus,  and  tbe  cboice 
Of  all  tbat  ever  did  in  rimes  reioyce, 
Conversest,  and  doost  beare  tbeir  heavenlie  layes,  335 
And  tbey  beare  tbine,  and  tbine  doo  better  pruse. 

"  So  tbere  tbou  livest,  singing  evermore^ 

And  bere  tbou  livest,  being  ever  song 

Of  us,  wbicb  living  loved  Siee  afore. 

And  now  tbee  worship  mongsttbat  blessed  tby)ng  340 

Of  betvenlie  poets  and  heroes  strong. 

So  tbou  both  here  and  tbere  immortall  art. 

And  everie  wbere  through  excellent  desart. 

"  But  such  as  neither  of  themselves  can  sing. 

Nor  jet  are  sung  of  others  for  reward,  345 

Die  m  obscure  oblivion,  as  tbe  thing 

Which  never  was ;  ne  ever  with  regard 

Tbeir  names  shall  of  the  later  age  be  heard^ 

Bnt  shall  in  rustie  darknes  ever  He, 

Unles  they  mentioned  be  with  infkmie.  350 

"  What  booteth  it  to  have  beene  rich  alive  1 

What  to  be  mat  T  what  to  be  gracious  1 

When  after  death  no  token  dotli  survive 

Of  former  beeing  in  this  mortall  hous, 

But  sleepes  in  dust  dead  and  inglorious,  355 

Ukm  b«asi«  whose  breatb  but  in  bis  nostrels  Is, 

And  batb  no  hope  of  bappinesse  or  bits. 


'*  How  manie  great  ones  may  remembred  be, 
Wbicb  in  tbeir  daies  most  ramouslie  did  florish ; 
Of  whome  no  word  we  beare,  nor  eigne  now  see,  360 
But  as  things  wipt  out  witb  a  sponge  do  perishe. 
Because  they  living  cared  not  to  cherishe 
No  gentle  wits,  through  pride  or  covetize, 
Wbicb  might  their  names  for  ever  memorize ' 

"  Provide  therefore  (ye  princes)  whilst  ye  live,  S66 

Tbat  of  tbe  Muses  ye  may  friended  bee» 

Which  unto  men  etemitie  do  give ; 

For  tbey  be  daughters  of  dame  Memorie 

And  love,  the  father  of  Etemitie, 

And  do  tbose  men  in  golden  thrones  repose,       370 

Whose  merits  they  to  glorifie  do  chose. 

"  Tbe  seven-fold  yron  gates  of  grislie  hell. 

And  horrid  bouse  of  sad  Proserpina, 

They  able  are  with  power  of  mightie  spell 

To  breake,  and  thence  the  soules  to  bring  awaie  375 

Out  of  dread  darkfnesse  to  etemall  day, 

And  them  immortall  make  wbicb  els  would  die 

In  foule  forgetfulnesse,  and  nameles  lie. 
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So  wbilome  raised  tbey  tbe  puissant  brood 
Of  golden-girt  Alcmena,  for  great  merite. 
Out  of  tbe  dust,  to  wbicb  the  Oetsan  wood 
Had  him  consumed,  and  spent  bis  vitall  spirite. 
To  highest  heaven,  where  now  be  doth  inberiCe 
All  bappinesse  in  Hebes  silver  bowre. 
Chosen  to  be  ber  dearest  paramoure,  385 

"  So  raisde  tbey  eke  faire  Ledaes  warlike  twinnes, 

And  interchanged  life  unto  them  lent, 

That,  when  tb'  one  dies,  the  other  then  beginnes 

To  shew  in  heaven  his  brightnes  orient ; 

And  tbey,  for  pittie  of  the  sad  wayment,  390 

Wbicb  Orpbeus  for  Eurydice  did  make, 

Her  back  againe  to  life  sent  for  bis  nke. 

"  So  bappie  are  tbey,  and  ao  fortunate. 

Whom  tbe  Pierian  sacred  sisters  love, 

Tbat  freed  from  bands  of  implacable  fate,  395 

And  power  of  deatb,  they  live  for  aye  above, 

Wbere  mortall  wreakea  Uieir  blis  may  not  remove : 

But  witb  the  gods,  for  former  vertues  meede, 

On  nectar  and  ambrosia  do  feede. 

"  For  deeds  doe  die,  bow  ever  noblie  donne,      40C 
And  thoughts  of  men  do  as  themselves  decay : 
But  wise  wordes  taught  in  numbers  for  to  runne. 
Recorded  by  the  Muses,  live  for  ay ; 
Ne  may  widi  storming  showers  be  washt  away, 
Ne  bitter-breathing  wrades  with  barmfull  blaat,  405 
Nor  age,  nor  en  vie,  shall  them  ever  wast. 

'*  In  vaine  doo  earthly  princes  tben,  in  raine, 

Seeke  witb  pyramides,  to  heaven  aspired  ; 

Or  huge  colosses,  built  witb  costlie  peine ; 

Or  brasen  pillours,  never  to  be  fired  ;  410 

Or  shrines,  made  of  tbe  mettall  most  desired ; 

To  make  tbeir  memories  for  ever  live  : 

For  bow  can  mortall  immortalitie  give? 

"  Such  one  Mausolus  made,  tbe  worlds  great  wonder 
But  now  no  remnant  doth  thereof  rematne  :         415 
Such  one  Marcel! us,  but  was  torne  with  thunder: 
Such  one  IJsippus,  but  is  wome  with  raine : 
Such  one  King  Edmond,  but  wa«  rent  for  gaine* 
Alt  such  vatne  moniments  of  earthli<t  masse, 
Devour'd  of  Time,  in  time  to  nuui^bt  doo  pa^^e.  420 

II  II 
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"  Bvt  Fame  with  ffolden  wings  aloft  doth  flie, 
Abore  the  reach  of  niinooa  decay, 
And  with  breve  plumes  doth  beate  the  azoie  akie, 
Admir'd  of  base-borne  men  from  fane  awaj  : 
Then  who  ao  will  with  yertuous  deeds  assay      4S5 
To  moont  to  heaTen,  on  Pegasus  must  ride. 
And  with  sweete  poets  rerse  be  glorifide. 

"  For  not  to  hare  been  dipt  in  Lethe  lake, 

Conld  MTe  the  sonne  of  Thetis  from  to  die ; 

Bot  diat  blinde  bard  did  him  tmmortall  make     490 

With  Tenes,  dipt  in  deaw  of  Castalie : 

'Which  made  the  Easteme  conqnerour  to  crie, 

O  fortunate  yong-man  !  whose  vertue  found 

So  braTO  a  trompe,  thy  noble  acts  to  sound. 

'*  Therefore  in  this  halfe  hippie  I  doo  read  435 

Good  Melibe,  that  hath  a  poet  got 

To  sing  his  liTing  praises  being  dead. 

Deaerring  never  here  to  be  forgot. 

In  spite  of  envie,  that  his  deeds  would  spot : 

Since  wboae  decease,  learning  lies  unregarded,    440 

And  men  of  armes  doo  wander  unrewarded. 

"  Thoae  two  be  thoae  two  great  calamities. 

That  long  agoe  did  grieve  Uie  noble  spright 

Of  Salomon  with  great  indiginites ; 

Who  whilome  was  alive  the  wisest  wighf.  445 

But  now  his  wisedome  is  disprooved  quite ; 

For  he,  that  now  welds  all  things  at  his  will, 

Scoma  th'  one  and  th'  other  in  his  deeper  skill. 

"  O  griefe  of  griefes  !  O  gall  of  all  good  heartes  ! 
To  aee  that  vertue  ahould  dispised  bee  450 

Of  him,  that  first  was  raisde  tor  vertuous  parts, 
And  now,  broad  spreading  like  an  aged  tree, 
I^ta  none  shoot  up  that  nigh  him  planted  bee : 
O  let  the  man,  of  whom  the  Muse  is  scorned, 
Nor  alive  nor  dead  be  of  the  Muse  adorned  !       455 

'*  O  vile  worlds  trust !  that  with  auch  vaine  illusion 
Hath  so  wise  men  bewitcbt,  and  overkest, 
That  they  aee  not  the  way  of  their  confusion  : 

0  vainesse !  to  be  added'to  the  rest, 

That  do  my  soule  with  inward  griefe  infest :         60 
Let  them  behold  the  piteous  fall  of  mee. 
And  in  my  case  ther  owne  ensample  see. 

"  And  who  so  els  that  aits  in  highest  seate 

Of  this  worlds  glorie,  worshipped  of  all, 

Ne  feareth  change  of  time,  nor  fortunes  threate, 

Let  him  behold  the  horror  of  my  fall,  466 

And  his  owne  end  unto  remembrance  call ; 

That  of  like  mine  he  may  warned  bee. 

And  in  himselfe  be  moov'd  to  pittie  mee." — 

Thus  having  ended  all  her  piteous  plaint,  470 

With  dolefull  ahrikes  shee  vanished  away. 

That  I  through  inward  sorrowe  weien  faint. 

And  all  aatonished  with  deepe  dismay 

For  her  departure,  had  no  word  to  say ; 

But  Bate  long  time  in  aencelesse  sad  affright,      475 

Looking  still,  if  1  might  of  her  have  sight. 

Which  when  I  missed,  having  looked  long. 
My  thought  returned  greeved  home  againe. 
Renewing  her  complaint  with  passion  strong. 
For  ruth  of  that  some  womans  piteous  peine ;      480 
Whose  wordea  recording  in  my  troubled  braine, 

1  felt  auch  angniah  wound  my  feeble  heart. 
That  froaen  horror  ran  through  everie  part. 


So  inlie  greeving  in  my  groning  breat. 

And  deepelie  musing  at  her  doubtfull  speaeh,     485 

Whose  meaning  much  I  labored  foorth  to  wrests, 

Being  above  my  alender  reaaona  reach ; 

At  length,  by  demonstretion  me  to  teach. 

Before  mine  eies  strange  sights  presented  were, 

Like  tragicke  pageonta  seeming  to  nppeara  490 


I. 


1  SAW  an  image,  all  of  maasie  gold, 

Placed  on  high  upon  an  altare  &ire. 

That  all,  whioh  did  the  aame  from  &n«  bebolde^ 

Might  wornhip  it,  and  fall  on  lowest  staim. 

Not  that  great  idoU  might  widi  thia  oompaire,     495 

To  which  th'  Aasyrian  tyrant  would  have  made 

The  bolie  brethren  fidselie  to  have  praid. 

But  th'  altare,  on  the  which  this  image  aCnid, 

Was  (O  great  pitiel)  built  of  brickie  eby. 

That  ahortly  the  foundation  deoaid,  500 

With  ahowies  of  heaven  and  tempeata  wome  away ; 

Then  downe  it  fell,  and  low  in  ashes  lay, 

Scorned  of  everie  one,  which  by  it  went ; 

That  I,  it  Basing,  desrelie  did  lament. 


n. 


Next  unto  this  a  atatelie  towre  appeared,  505 

Built  all  of  richest  atone  that  might  bee  found. 

And  nigh  unto  the  heavens  in  height  upreored. 

But  pisoed  on  a  plot  of  sandie  ground : 

Not  that  great  towre,  which  is  so  much  reoownd 

For  tongues  confusion  in  bolie  writ,  510 

King  Ninus  worke,  might  be  compar'd  to  it. 

But  O  voine  laboura  of  terreatriall  wit, 

Bhat  buildea  ao  atronffUe  on  ao  frayle  a  aoyle. 

As  with  each  storms  does  fall  awi^,  and  flfit. 

And  gives  the  fruit  of  all  your  tnvailea  loyle,     515 

To  be  the  pray  of  Tyms,  and  Fortunsa  apoyls  I 

I  saw  thia  towrs  fall  sodainelie  to  dust. 

That  nigh  with  griefs  thsraof  my  heart  was  broat. 
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ni. 
Then  did  I  aee  a  pleaaant  paradise, 
Full  of  sweete  flowres  and  daintiest  delights. 
Such  aa  on  earth  man  could  not  more  devios. 
With  pleasures  choyce  to  feed  his  cbeerfull  sprights : 
Not  that,  which  Merlin  by  his  magicke  alignta 
Made  for  the  gentle  aquire,  to  entertaine 
His  fayre  Belphoebe,  could  this  gardine  staine.     5^5 
But  O  short  pleasure  bought  with  lasting  pains ! 
Who  will  hereafter  anie  flesh  delight 
In  eorthlte  blis,  and  ioy  in  pleasures  vaine. 
Since  4hat  I  sawe  this  gardine  wasted  quits. 
That  where  it  was  scarce  seemed  anie  sight  t       530 
That  I,  which  once  that  beautie  did  beholds, 
Could  not  from  tsarea  my  melting  syss  with^holde. 

IV. 

Soone  after  thia  a  giaunt  came  in  place. 

Of  wondrous  powre,  and  of  exceMtng  statars^ 

Tliat  none  durst  vewe  the  horror  of  his  fsce,        555 

Vet  waa  he  milde  of  speech,  and  meeke  of  nature  : 

Not  he,  which  in  despite  of  bis  Creatour 

With  railing  tearmes  defide  the  lewish  boast. 

Might  with  this  mightis  ons  in  hugenes  bossl ; 

For  from  the  one  he  could  to  th'  other  coaat        540 

Stretch  his  strong  thighes,  and  th'  ocean  ovecstritio. 

And  reatch  his  hand  into  bis  enemies  hosst. 

But  see  the  end  of  pomps  and  fleshlie  nrid* ! 

One  of  his  feete  unwarea  from  him  din  alidSt 

That  downe  hee  fell  into  thsdeiipA  ebiase. 

Where  drow  all  his  eerthlis  bUofts. 
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V. 

Then  did  I  lee  t  bridge,  made  all  of  golde, 

Oyer  the  sea  from  one  to  other  tide, 

Withouten  prop  or  pillour  it  t'  upholde. 

But  like  the  coloured  rainbowe  arched  wide;      550 

^ot  that  great  arche,  which  Traian  edifide. 

To  be  a  wonder  to  all  age  ensuing. 

Was  matehable  to  this  in  equall  yewing. 

But  (ah !)  what  bootes  it  to  see  earthlie  thing 

In  glorie  or  in  greatnes  to  excell,  555 

Sith  time  doth  ^r^test  things  to  mine  bring? 

This  goodlie  bndge,  one  foote  not  fastned  well. 

Can  nile,  and  all  the  rest  downe  shortlie  fell, 

Ne  of  sobraye  a  building  ought  remained, 

That  griefe  thereof  my  spirite  greatly  pained.     560 

yi. 
I  saw  two  beares,  as  white  as  anie  milke, 
Lyin^  together  in  a  mightie  caye, 
Of  milde  aspect,  and  haire. as  soft  as  silke. 
That  salyage  nature  seemed  not  to  haye. 
Nor  after  greedie  spoyle  of  bloud  to  craye  •        565 
Two  ftdrer  beasts  might  not  elsewhere  be  fonnd. 
Although  the  compast  world  were  sought  around* 
But  w^  can  long  abide  aboye  this  ground 
in  state  of  blis,  or  stedfast  happinesse  1 
The  caye,  in  which  these  beares  la^  sleeping  sound. 
Was  but  of  earth,  and  with  her  weightinesse       571 
Upon  them  fell,  and  did  unwares  oppresse ; 
That,  for  great  sorrow  of  their  sudden  fate, 
Henceforu  all  worlds  felicitie  I  hate. 

%  Much  was  I  troubled  in  my  heayie  spright,  575 
At  sight  of  these  sad  spectacles  forepast, 
That  all  my  senses  were  bereayed  quight. 
And  I  in  minde  remained  sore  agast. 
Distraught  twixt  feare  and  pitie ;  when  at  last 
I  heard  a  yoyce,  which  loudly  to  me  called,         580 
That  wth  the  suddein  shrill  1  was  appalled. 

Behold  (said  it)  and  by  ensample  see. 

That  all  is  yanitie  and  ^efe  of  minde, 

Ne  other  comfort  in  this  world  can  be. 

But  hope  of  heayen,  and  heart  to  God  indinde ;  585 

For  all  the  rest  must  needs  be  left  behinde : 

With  that  it  bad  me  to  the  other  side 

To  cast  mine  eye,  where  other  sights  I  spide. 

I. 
Upon  that  ihmoaa  rlyers  further  shore. 
There  stood  a  snowie  swan  of  heayenly  hiew,     590 
And  gentle  kinde,  as  eyer  fowle  afore ; 
A  fairar  one  in  all  the  goodlie  criew 
Of  white  Strimonian  brood  might  no  man  view : 
There  he  most  sweetly  sung  the  prophecie 
Of  his  owne  death  in  dolefml  elegie.  595 

At  last,  when  all  his  mourning  melodie 
He  ended  had,  that  both  the  &on»  resounded. 
Feeling  tha  fit  that  him  forewamd  to  die. 
With  loftia  flight  aboye  the  earth  he  bounded, 
And  out  of  sight  to  higheat  heayen  mounted,      600 
Where  now  he  is  become  an  heayenly  sip;ne ', 
There  now  the  ioy  is  hisy  here  sorrow  mme. 

u. 
Whilest  thus  I  looked,  loe  I  sdowne  the  lee 
I  saw  an  bane  stroong  all  with  silyer  twyne. 
And  msde  of  golde  and  costlie  yyorie,  605 

Swimming,  that  whilome  seemed  to  haye  been 
Tha  harpe  on  which  Dan  Orpheus  was  seene 


Wylde  beasts  and  forrests  after  him  to  lead. 
But  was  th'  harpe  of  PhUisites  now  dead. 
At  length  out  ot  the  riyer  it  was  reard,  610 

And  borne  aboye  the  cloudes  to  be  diria'd, 
Whilst  all  the  way  most  heayenly  noyse  was  heard 
Of  the  strings,  stirred  with  the  warbling  wind. 
That  wrouffbt  both  ioy  and  sorrow  in  my  mind : 
So  now  in  heayen  a  signe  it  doth  appeare,  615 

The  harpe  well  knowne  beside  the  Northern  Beare. 

in. 

Soone  after  this  I  saw  on  th'  other  side 

A  curious  coffer  made  of  heben  wood. 

That  in  it  did  most  precious  treasure  hide, 

Exceeding  all  this  baser  worldes  good :  620 

Yet  through  the  oyerilowing  of  the  flood 

It  almost  drowned  was,  ana  done  to  nought, 

That  sight  thereof  mudi  griey*d  my  pensive  thought. 

At  length,  when  most  in  peril  it  was  brought. 

Two  angels,  downe  descending  with  swift  flight,  625 

Out  of  the  swelling  streame  it  lightly  caught. 

And  twixt  their  blessed  armea  carried  quight 

Above  the  reach  of  anie  living  sight : 

So  now  it  is  transform 'd  into  that  starre, 

In  which  all  heayenly  treasures  locked  are.         6S0 

iv. 

Looking  aside  I  saw  a  stately  bed. 

Adorned  all  with  costly  cloth  of  gold. 

That  might  for  anie  princes  couch  be  red. 

And  deckt  with  daintie  flowres,  as  if  it  shold 

Be  for  some  bride,  her  ioyous  night  to  hold  :       635 

Therein  a  goodly  virgine  sleeping  lay ; 

A  fairer  wight  saw  never  summers  day. 

I  heard  a  voyce  that  called  fure  away. 

And  her  awaking  bad  her  quickly  dight. 

For  lo  !  her  bridegroome  was  in  readie  ray  640 

To  come  to  her,  and  seeke  her  loves  delight : 

With  that  she  started  up  with  cherefuU  sight,  • 

When  suddeinly  both  bed  and  all  was  gone, 

And  I  in  langour  left  there  all  alone. 


y. 


645 


Still  as  I  gased,  I  beheld  where  stood 

A  knight  all  arm*d,  upon  a  winged  steed; 

lite  same  that  was  bnd  of  Medusaes  blood, 

On  which  Dan  Pexaeus,  borne  of  heavenly  seed 

The  (aire  Andromeda  from  perill  freed : 

Full  mortally  thia  knight  ywounded  was,  650 

That  streamea  of  blood  fborth  flowed  on  the  gras : 

Yet  was  he  deckt  (small  ioj  to  him  alas !) 

With  manie  garlands  for  his  victories, 

And  with  rich  spovles,  which  late  he  did  purchas 

Through  braye  atcnievementa  from  his  enemies :  65$ 

Fainting  at  last  through  long  infirmities. 

He  smote  his  steed,  that  straight  to  heayen  him  bore. 

And  left  me  here  his  losse  for  to  deplore. 


yi. 

Lastly  I  saw  an  arke  of  purest  golde 
Upon  a  biaaen  pillour  standing  hie  660 

Which  th'  ashea  seem'd  of  some  great  prince  to  hold, 
Endosde  therem  for  eodles  memorie 
Of  him,  whom  all  the  world  did  glorifie  : 
Seemed  the  heavens  with  the  eai^  did  disagree. 
Whether  should  of  those  ashes  keeper  bee.  66C 

At  last  me  seem'd  wing-footed  Merourie, 

■  p  2 
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THL  KUINES  OF  flMB. 


From  hMTen  dMoending  to  appeMe  their  itrtfe, 
TIm  arke  did  beare  with  him  mbove  the  ekie. 
And  to  thoee  eabee  gmve  a  second  life,^ 
To  lire  in  hetTen,  where  happinee  is  rife :  570 

At  which  the  euth  did  grieve  exceedingl^r, 
And  I  for  dole  was  ahnoat  like  to  die. 

U  Envoy, 

iJniiMiflall  spiiite  of  Philisides, 

Which  now  art  made  the  hearens  ornament,' 

That  whflome  wast  the  worldes  ohieftt  rioh6s ;  €75  | 


0ir9  leave  to  him  that  lor'de  thee  to  lament 

His  losae,  by  lacke  of  thee  to  beeven  bent. 

And  with  last  dutiea  of  ihis  broken  verse. 

Broken  with  sighes,  to  decke  thy  sable  ber8«« ! 

And  ye,  fairs  ladie  I  th'  honour  of  yoor  daies,      680 

And  riorie  of  the  world,  your  high  thoughts  scome; 

Vouchsafe  this  moniment  of  his  last  praise 

With  some  few  silTor-dropping  teares  t*  adome  -, 

And  as  ye  be  of  bearenlie  off-epiing  borne, 

8o  unto  heaven  let  your  high  minde  aspire. 

And  loeththiidjNMM  of  siniull  worlds  deeire!    686 
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PATE     OF     THE     BDTTERPLIE. 


BY  ED.  SP. 


DimCATSD  TO  THK  MOST  PAIVE  AKD  VERTUOITS  LA  DIB, 


THE  LADIE  CAREY. 


1590. 


TO  rax  RIGUT  WORTHY  AKD  VIRTUOUS  LADIR, 

THE  LA :  CAREY  : 

Most  brare  and  bountifull  La :  for  so  excellent 
favours  as  I  have  received  at  your  sweet  handes,  to 
offer  these  fewe  leaves  as  in  recompence,  should  be 
RS  to  offer  flowers  to  the  gods  for  tiieir  divine  bene- 
fites.  Therefore  I  hare  determined  to  give  my 
•elfe  wholy  to  you,  as  quite  abmndoned  from  my 
«lfe,  and  absolutely  rowed  to  your  services : 
which  in  all  right  is  ever  held  for  full  recompence 
of  debt  or  damage,  to  have  the  person  yeelded. 
My  person  I  wot  wel  how  little  worth  it  is.  But 
the  nithfull  minde  and  humble  aeale  which  I  bear 
onto  your  La :  nmy  perhaps  be  more  of  price,  as 
may  please  you  to  account  and  use  the  poors 
•ervice  therof ;  which  taketh  glory  to  advance  your 


I 


excellent  partes  and  noble  Teitnes,  and  to  spend 
it  selfe  in  honouring  you ;  not  so  much  for  yoor 
great  bounty  to  my  self,  whidi  vet  nuy  not  be  un* 
minded;  nor  for  name  or  kinvedi  sake  by  yon 
▼ouchaafed  ;  being  also  regardable  ;  as  for  that 
honorable  name,  which  yee  hare  by  your  brave 
deserts  purchast  to  your  selfe,  and  spred  in  the 
mouths  of  sU  men :  with  which  I  have  also  pre- 
sumed to  grace  my  reraes;  and,  under  your  name, 
to  commend  to  the  world  this  small  Poeme.  The 
which  beseeching  your  La :  to  take  in  worth,  and 
of  all  things  theiin  according  to  your  wonted  grm- 
ciousnes  to  mske  a  milde  construction,  1  humbly 
pray  for  yoor  happines. 

Your  La :  erer  hunbly ; 


1  Bwo  of  deadly  dolorous  debate, 
Sttr'd  up  through  wrathhill  Nemesis  despight. 
Betwixt  two  migfatie  ones  of  great  estate, 
Drawne  into  annee,  and  proore  of  mortatl  fight. 
Through  prowd  ambition  and  bart-swelUng  hate,  5 
Whilest  neither  could  die  others  greater  might 
And  sdeignfuU  scoxne  endure ;  that  from  small  iarre 
Their  wntha  at  length  broke  into  open  wanre. 


The  roots  whereof  and  tragieall  effect 
Vouchsafe,  O  thou  the  moumiulst  Muse  of  nyne,  10 
That  wonest  the  tngiok  stage  for  to  direct. 
In  fimerall  complaints  and  wailefull  tyne, 
Rereale  to  me.  and  all  the  mennee  delect. 
Through  which  sad  Clarion  did  at  bat  decline 
To  lowest  wretchednes:  And  ia  there  then  t$ 

Such  rancour  in  thftiAlfti  of  mirhlie  men! 
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Of  ■!!  the  nee  of  ulyer- winged  flies 

Whioh  doo  poesesse  the  empire  of  the  tire. 

Betwixt  the  centred  eanh,  and  azure  akiet, 

Was  none  more  farourable,  nor  more  taire,  tO 

IVbilat  hearen  did  favour  his  felicitiea, 

Then  Clarion,  the  eldest  sonne  and  heire 

Of  MuBcaroU,  and  in  his  Others  sight 

Of  all  alire  did  seeme  the  fairest  wight. 

With  fniitfall  hope  his  aged  breast  he  fed  85 

Of  future  good,  which  his  young  toward  yearea. 
Full  of  brare  courage  and  bold  hardy  hed 
Ahore  A*  ensamj^le  of  lus  eouall  peaxee. 
Did  largely  promise,  and  to  nim  rare-red, 
(Whilst  oft  his  heart  did  melt  in  tender  teares,)  90 
That  he  in  time  would  anre  prove  such  an  onap 
As  should  be  worthie  of  his  fathers  throne* 

The  fresh  young  flie,  in  whom  the  kindly  fire 
Of  lustfiiU  yon^  began  to  kindle  fiut. 
Did  much  disdaine  to  subiect  his  desire  35 

To  loathsome  sloth,  or  houres  in  ease  to  wast  j 
But  ioy'd  to  range  abroad  in  freah  attire, 
Through  the  wide  compas  of  the  ayrie  coast ; 
And,  with  unwearied  wings,  each  part  f  inquire 
Of  the  wide  rule  of  his  renowmed  sire,  40 

For  he  80  swift  and  nimble  was  of  flight, 

That  from  this  lower  tract  he  dar'd  to  stie 

Up  to  the  clowdes,  and  thence  with  pineons  light 

To  mount  aloft  unto  the  chstall  side. 

To  Tiew  the  workmanship  of  hearena  hight :        45 

Whence  down  descending  he  along  would  flie 

Upon  the  streaming  rivers,  sport  to  finds ; 

And  oft  would  dare  to  tempt  the  troublous  winds. 

8o  on  A  tommers  day,  when  season  milde 

With  gentle  cslme  the  world  hsd  quieted,  50 

And  high  in  heaven  Hyperion's  fierie  childe 

Aseendutg  did  his  beames  abroad  dispred. 

Whiles  slT  the  heavens  on  lower  creatures  smilde ; 

Young  Clarion,  with  TaontfuU  lustiehed. 

After  his  guiie  did  cast  abroad  to  (are  ;  55 

And  thereto  gan  his  ftimitures  prepsie. 

His  breest-plsle  firrt,  tiiu  was  of  substance  pure. 

Before  his  noble  heart  he  firmely  bound. 

That  mought  his  life  from  yron  death  assure. 

And  wsrd  his  gentle  oorpe  from  cruell  wound :    60 

For  it  by  arte  was  framed,  to  endure 

The  \nt  of  balefuH  Steele  and  bitter  stownd. 

No  lease  then  that  which  Vulcane  made  to  shield 

AchiUsa  life  from  fete  of  Troyan  field. 

And  then  about  his  shoulders  bnwd  he  threw       65 
An  hairie  hide  of  some  wild  beaat,  whom  hee 
In  Bolvage  forrest  by  sdventure  slew. 
And  reft  the  epoyle  his  ornament  to  bee ; 
Which,  spredoing  all  his  backs  with  dreadfuU  view, 
Made  all,  that  him  so  horrible  did  see,  70 

Thinks  him  Alcides  with  the  lyons  skin, 
Whsii  the  Nsmean  conquest  he  did  win. 

Upon  his  head  his  glistering  burnnet. 
The  which  was  wrought  by  woaderous  device. 
And  curiously  eneraven,  he  did  aet :  75 

The  metali  was  of  rare  and  passing  price  ; 
Xot  Bilbo  Steele,  nor  brasse  from  Corinth  fet, 
f9or  costly  orioalche  from  strange  Phoenice  ; 
fiat  such  as  could  both  Phsbus  arrowes  ward, 
And  th'  hayling  darts  of  heaven  beating  hard,       80 


'  Therein  two  deadly  weapona  fist  he  bora, 
Strongly  outlanced  towards  either  side. 
Like  two  sharps  speares,  bis  enemies  to  gore : 
like  ss  a  warlike  brigandine,  applyde 
To  fight,  layea  forth  her  threatufi  pikes  afore,        85 
The  enginea  which  in  them  aad  death  doo  hyde : 
So  did  this  flie  outstretch  his  fearefuU  homes 
Yet  so  as  him  their  terrour  more  adomes. 

Lastly  his  shinie  wings  as  silver  bright, 

Paioted  with  thousand  ooloura  passing  farre         90 

All  painters  skill,  he  did  about  nim  dight : 

Not  halfe  so  msnis  sundrie  colours  arre 

In  Ilia  bowe ;  ne  heaven  doth  ahine  ao  bright. 

Distinguished  with  manie  a  twinciding  stsrra ; 

Nor  lunoes  bird,  in  her  ey-spotted  trsine,  95 

So  many  goodly  coloura  aoth  oontaine. 

Ne  (may  it  be  withoutan  perill  spoken) 
The  wcber  god,  the  sonne  of  Cytneree, 
That  ioyea  on  wretched  lovera  to  be  wrokeUa 
And  heaped  spoyles  of  bleeding  harta  to  aee,       1 00 
Bearea  in  his  winga  ao  manie  a  changefull  token. 
Ah  !  my  liege  lord,  forgive  it  unto  mee. 
If  ought  againat  thine  honour  I  have  tolde ; 
Yet  Bure  tnoae  winga  were  fairer  manifolde. 

Full  many  a  ladie  iaire,  in  court  full  oft  105 

Beholding  them,  him  aecretly  envide. 
And  wisht  that  two  auch  iannes,  so  silken  soft. 
And  golden  fsire,  her  love  would  her  provide  ; 
Or  that,  when  them  the  gorgeous  flie  had  doft. 
Some  one,  that  would  with  grace  be  gratifide,    110 
From  him  would  ateale  them  privily  away. 
And  bring  to  her  ao  precioua  a  pray. 


[ground, 
fruitfuU 


Report  is  that  dame  Venua  on  a  day. 

In  apring  when  flowrea  doo  clothe  the 

Walking  abroad  with  all  her  nymphes  to  play,    115 

Bad  her  faire  damiela  flocking  her  arownd 

To  gather  flowrea,  her  forhead  to  array : 

Emongst  the  rest  a  gentle  nymph  waa  found, 

Hight  Aatery,  excelUng  all  the  crewe 

In  curteoua  usage  and  unstaioed  hewe.  ISO 

Who  beeinpf  nhnbler  ioynted  then  the  rest. 

And  more  industrious,  gathered  more  store 

Of  the  fields  honour,  than  the  otbera  best ; 

Which  they  in  secret  harts  envying  sore, 

Tolde  Venus,  when  her  aa  the  worthiest  If 5 

She  praiad,  that  Cupids  (as  they  heud  before) 

Did  lend  her  secret  side,  in  gathering 

Into  her  lap  the  children  of  the  Spring. 

Whereof  the  goddesse  gathering  iealous  feare, 
Not  yet  unmindfull,  how  not  long  agoe  130 

Her  sonne  to  Psyche  secrete  love  did  bears, 
And  long  it  close  concesl'd,  till  mickle  woe 
Thereof  aroae,  and  manie  a  rufuU  taare ; 
Reaaon  with  audden  rage  did  overgoe ; 
And,  giving  haatie  credit  to  th'accuaer,  135 

Waa  led  away  of  them  that  did  abuse  her. 

Eftaoonea  that  damaell,  by  her  heavenly  might. 

She  tum'd  into  a  winged  butterflie. 

In  the  wide  aire  to  make  her  wandring  flight. 

And  all  thoae  flowrea,  with  which  so  plenteouslie  140 

Her  lap  aba  filled  had,  that  bred  her  spight, 

She  plsoed  in  her  wings,  for  memorie 

Of  her  pretended  crime,  though  crime  none  were : 

Since  which  that  flie  them  in  her  wings  doth  bearcb 


Thus  the  fraih  Clarion,  being  readie  dight,         145 

Unto  his  ioarney  did  himaelfe  addresse. 

And  vrith  good  vpeed  began  to  take  hia  flight ; 

O^er  the  fields,  in  hia  frank  luatinesae. 

And  all  the  champaigne  o're  he  aoared  light ; 

And  all  the  countrey  wide  he  did  poaseaae,         150 

Feeding  upon  their  pleasnrea  boonteoualle. 

That  none  gainsaid,  nor  none  did  him  entie. 

The  woods,  the  rirers,  and  the  medowea  greene. 
With  his  aire-cntting  winga  he  measured  wide, 
Ne  did  he  leare  the  moantainea  bara  vnaeene,    155 
Nor  the  ranke  grasiis  fennes  delights  nntride. 
Bat  none  of  thcMO,  how  ever  sweet  they  beeoe, 
Mote  pleaae  his  fimcie,  nor  him  cause  t'  abide : 
His  ohoicefiiU  sense  with  every  change  doth  flit ; 
No  common  thiaga  maty  please  a  warering  wit.  IGO 

To  the  gay  gardins  his  anstaid  desire 
Him  whouy  caned,  to  refresh  his  sprights : 
There  Urish  Nature,  in  her  best  attire, 
Powrea  forth  aweete  odors  and  alluring  sights ; 
And  Arte,  with  her  contending,  doth  aapire,       165 
T*  ezcell  die  naturall  with  made  delights : 
And  sll,  that  frire  or  pleasant  may  be  found. 
In  riotous  ezcesae  doth  there  abound. 

There  he  aniTing,  round  about  doth  flie, 

From  bed  to  bed,  from  one  to  other  border;         170 

And  takes  survey,  with  curious  busie  eye. 

Of  every  flowre  and  herbe  there  set  in  order ; 

Now  this,  now  that,  he  tasteth  tenderly. 

Yet  none  of  them  he  rudely  doth  disoraer, 

Ne  with  his  feete  their  silken  leaves  deface ;       175 

But  pastures  on  the  pleasures  of  each  place. 

And  evermore  with  most  varietie. 

And  change  of  sweetnesse,  (for  all  change  is  sweete). 

He  casts  his  glutton  sense  to  satisfie. 

Now  sucking  of  the  sap  of  herbe  most  meet,       180 

Or  of  the  deaw,  which  yet  on  them  does  lie. 

Now  in  the  same  bathing  his  tender  feete : 

And  then  he  pearcheth  on  some  braunch  thereby, 

To  weather  him,  and  his  moyst  wings  to  dry. 

And  then  againe  he  tumeth  to  his  play,  185 

To  spoyle  the  pleasurea  of  that  Paradise ; 
The  wholesome  saulge,  and  lavender  still  gray, 
Ranke-smelling  rue,  and  cummin  good  for  eyes, 
The  roses  raigniog  in  the  pride  of  May, 
Sharpe  isope  food  for  greene  wounds  remedies,  190 
Faire  marigoldes,  and  bees-alluring  thime. 
Sweet  marioram,  and  daysies  decking  prime : 

Coole  violets,  and  orpine  growing  still, 

Embathed  balme,  and  cheerfull  galingale, 

Fresh  costmarie,  and  breathfuU  camomiil,  195 

Dull  poppy,  and  drink-quickning  setuale, 

Veyne  healing  verven,  and  hed-purgxng  dill, 

Sound  savorie,  and  basil  heartie-hale, 

Fst  colworts,  and  comf6rting  perseline. 

Cold  lettuce,  and  refreshing  rosmarine.  900 


And  whatso  else  of  vertue  good  or  ill 
Grewe  in  this  gardin,  fetcht  from  farre  away. 
Of  every  one  he  takes  and  tastes  at  will. 
And  on  their  pleasures  greedily  doth  pray. 
Then  when  he  hath  both  plaid,  and  fed  his  fill,   f05 
In  the  warme  sunne  he  doth  himselfiB  embay. 
And  there  him  rests  in  riotous  suflisaunce 
Of  all  his  rladfbinesi  asd  kingly  ioyaunce. 


What  raort  Ibbatie  eai*  fhll  to  ereature 

Than  to  enjoy  delight  wiA  libertie,  SIO 

And  to  be  lord  of  all  the  workee  of  Nature, 

To  raigne  in  th*  aire  from  th'  earth  to  higheet  akitt. 

To  wed  on  flowrea  and  weeds  of  glorious  feature. 

To  take  what  ever  thing  doth  pleaae  the  eie  t 

Who  rests  not  pleased  with  such  happinea,  Sl5 

WeU  worthy  he  to  taste  of  wretehednes. 

But  what  on  earth  can  long  abide  Ib  state  1 

Or  who  can  him  assure  of  nappj  day  t 

Sith  mominff  feite  nsay  bring  ttmle  eveniBg  late. 

And  least  fluah^>  the  aaost  UiaBe  alter  may  t       ttO 

For  thousand  p«illa  lie  m  doae  awaite 

About  UB  day  be,  to  woke  our  dec^ ; 

That  none  except  a  god,  or  God  him  guide. 

May  them  avoyde,  or  remedie  pcovida. 

And  whatso  heavens  in  their  seerat  doone         ft5 
Ordained  have,  how  can  6aile  lleahly  wight 
Forecast,  but  it  must  needs  to  issue  eoeae  I 
The  eea,  the  aire,  the  fire,  the  day,  the  aigbtp 
And  th'armiea  of  their  ersaturaa  i^  and  soma 
Do  serve  to  them,  and  with  imoortane  mi^t     t30 
Warre  against  us  the  vassals  ot  tfaeir  will. 
Who  then  can  save  what  they  dispose  to  spilil 

Not  thou,  O  CUrion,  though  fairest  diou 

Of  all  thy  kinds,  unhappie  happie  flie. 

Whose  cruell  &te  is  woven  even  now  235 

Of  loves  owns  hand,  to  worke  thj  miserie  1 

Ne  may  thee  help  the  mania  hartie  yow. 

Which  thy  old  sire  vrith  sacred  pietle 

Hath  powred  forth  for  thee,  and  th*  altars  ^reat : 

Nought  may  thee  save  from  heavens  aveagement  1 

It  fortuned  (ss  hea\«ns  had  behight)  t41 

That  in  this  gardin,  where  young  Clarion 
Was  wont  to  solace  him«  a  wicked  wight. 
The  foe  of  faire  things,  th' author  of  confusion. 
The  ahame  of  nature,  the  bondslave  of  spight,    S45 
Had  lately  built  hia  hatefull  mansion  ; 
And,  lurking  closely,  in  awaite  now  lay« 
How  he  might  any  in  his  trap  betray. 

But  when  he  spide  the  ioyous  bntterflia 

In  this  &ire  plot  displacing  to  and  fh>t  150 

Feareles  of  foee  snd  hidden  ieopardie. 

Lord  !  how  he  gan  for  to  beatixre  him  tlio. 

And  to  his  wicked  worke  each  part  applie ! 

His  heart  did  same  against  his  hstad  rae» 

And  bowels  so  with  rankling  poyson  awdde^      i55 

That  scarce  the  akin  the  atrong  coatagioa  bdde. 


The  cause,  why^he  this  flie  so  malieed. 
Was  (as  in  stones  it  is  written  found) 
For  that  his  mother,  which  him  bore  and  bred. 
The  most  fine-fingred  workwoman  on  grooid, 
Atachne,  by  his  meaaes  was  vanquisiied 
Of  Pallas,  and  in  her  owne  akill  oonfbund» 
When  she  with  her  for  excellence  contended. 
That  wrought  her  shame,  and  sorrow 


S60 


For  the  Tritonian  goddease  having  hard  f  65 

Her  biased  fame,  which  all  the  world  bad  fild« 

Came  downe  to  prove  the  truth,  and  due  rewaod 

For  her  praise-worthie  worimanahip  to  yield  & 

But  the  presumptuous  damaeD  rashly  d«r*d 

The  goddease  selfe  to  chaleage  to  the  field,         f70 

And  to  compare  with  her  in  curious  sldB 

Of  workes  with  to^^^jrith  Madl«k  and  with  %wSL 
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471 


MinerTA  did  tlie  cbalenge  not  refuse. 

But  deign'd  witb  her  the  paragon  to  make : 

So  to  tlieir  worke  they  sit,  and  each  doth  chuse  275 

What  stone  she  will  for  her  tapet  take. 

Arachne  figur'd  how  lore  did  abuse 

Europe  like  a  bull,  and  on  bis  backe 

Her  tbrongh  the  sea  did  beare ;  so  lirely  seene. 

That  it  true  sea,  and  true  bull,  ye  would  weene,  280 

Shee  seem'd  still  backe  unto  the  land  to  looke, 
And  her  pIay*fellowes  syde  to  call,  and  feare 
The  dashing  of  the  wares,  that  up  she  tooke 
Her  daintie  feet,  and  garments  gathered  neare : 
But  (Lord !)  how  she  in  everie  member  shooke,  285 
When  as  the  land  she  saw  no  more  appeare. 
Bat  a  wilde  wildnnes  of  waters  deepe : 
Then  gan  she  greatly  to  lament  and  weepe. 

Before  the  bull  she  pictur'd  winged  Lore, 

With  his  yong  brother  Sport,  light  fluttering     290 

Upon  the  wares,  as  each  had  b^n  a  dore ; 

The  one  his  bowe  and  shafts,  the  other  spring 

A  burning  teade  about  his  head  did  more. 

As  in  their  syres  new  lore  both  triumphing ; 

And  manie  nrmphes  about  them  flockmg  round,  295 

And  many  tntons  which  their  homes  did  sound. 

And,  round  about,  her  worke  she  did  empale 

With  a  &ire  border  wrought  of  sundrie  flowres, 

Enworen  with  an  yrie-winding  trayle : 

A  goodly  worke,  full  fit  for  kingly  bowres ;        300 

Such  sa  dsme  Pallas,  such  as  &rie  pale. 

That  sU  good  things  with  renemous  tooth  derowres, 

Could  not  accuse.    Then  gan  the  goddesse  bright 

Her  selfe  likewise  onto  her  worke  to  dight. 

She  made  the  storie  of  the  olde  debate,  305 

Which  she  with  Neptune  did  for  Athens  trie : 
Twelre  gods  doo  sit  around  in  royall  state, 
And  lore  in  mid«t  with  awfull  maiestie, 
To  iudge  the  strife  betweene  them  stirred  late : 
Each  of  the  gods,  by  bis  like  risnomie  310 

Eathe  to  be  knowne ;  but  lore  above  them  all. 
By  his  great  lookes  and  power  imperiaU. 

Before  them  stands  the  god  of  seas  in  place, 

Clarming  that  sea-coast  citie  as  his  right. 

And  strikes  the  rockes  with  his  three-forked  mace ; 

Whenceforth  issues  a  warlike  steed  in  sight,      316 

The  eigne  by  which  he  ehalengeth  the  place ; 

That  aU  the  gods,  which  saw  his  wondrous  might. 

Did  surely  deeme  the  rictorie  his  due : 

But  seldome  scene,  fbreiudgement  proveth  true. 

Then  to  herselfe  she  gires  her  Aegide  shield,     321 
And  steel'hed  speare,  and  morion  on  her  hedd. 
Such  as  she  oit  is  seene  in  warlike  field : 
Then  sets  she  forth,  how  with  her  weapon  dredd 
She  smote  the  ground,  the  which  streight  foorth  did 
A  fruitfutl  olyre  tree,  with  berries  spredd,  [yield  326 
That  all  the  gods  admir'd ;  then  all  the  storie 
She  oompast  with  a  wreaUie  of  olyres  hoarie. 

Enongst  these  leares  she  made  a  butterflie^ 
With  excellent  derice  and  wondrous  slight,       330 
Ftuttrtng  among  theolires  wantonly, 
That  teea'd  Co  live,  so  like  it  was  in  sight : 
The  relret  nap  which  on  his  wings  do5i  lie, 
The  stlksB  downe  with  which  his  backe  is  dight, 
His  broad  outstretched  homes,  his  hayrie  thies,  335 
Hif  glorioita  colour»f  and  his  glistering  eies. 


Which  when  Arachne  saw,  as  orerlsid. 

And  mastered  with  workmanship  so  rare. 

She  stood  astonied  long,  ne  ought  nmesaid ; 

And  with  fast  fixed  e^es  on  her  did  stare,  340 

And  by  her  silence,  eigne  of  one  dismaid, 

I1ie  rictorie  did  yeeld  her  as  her  share ; 

Yet  did  she  inly  fret  and  felly  bume. 

And  all  her  blood  to  poysonous  rancor  tome ; 

That  shortly  from  the  shape  of  womanhed,         345 
Such  as  she  was  when  Pallas  she  attempted. 
She  grew  to  hideous  shspe  of  dxyrihed. 
Pined  with  griefe  of  foUj  late  repented : 
Eftsoones  her  white  streight  legs  were  dtered 
To  crooked  crawling  shankes,  of  marrowe  empted*; 
And  her  fiure  face  to  foul  and  loathsome  hewe,  351 
And  her  fine  corpes  t'  a  bag  of  renim  grewe. 

This  cursed  creature,  mindfuU  of  that  olde 
Enfosted  gradge,  the  which  his  mother  felt. 
So  soone  as  Clarion  he  did  beholde,  855 

His  heart  with  vengefull  malice  inly  swelt ; 
And  wearing  straight  a  net  with  manie  a  fold 
About  the  care,  in  which  he  lurking  dwelt. 
With  fine  small  cords  about  it  stretched  wide. 
So  finely  sponne,  that  scarce  they  could  be  spide.  360 

Not  anie  damaell,  which  her  rauntethmost 

In  skilfull  knitting  of  soft  silken  twyne ; 

Nor  anie  wearer,  which  his  worke  doth  boast 

In  diaper,  in  damaske,  or  in  Irne  ; 

Nor  anie  skil'd  in  workmanship  embost ;  365 

Nor  anie  skil'd  in  loupes  of  fingring  fine ; 

Might  in  their  dirers  cunning  erer  dsre 

With  this  so  curious  networke  to  compare. 


370 


Ne  doo  I  thinke,  that  that  same  subtil  gin. 

The  which  the  Lemnian  god  framde  cnucily. 

Mars  sleeping  with  his  wife  to  compasse  in. 

That  all  the  gods  with  common  mockerie 

Might  laugh  at  them,  and  scome  their  shamefuU  sin, 

Was  like  to  this.    This  same  he  did  applie 

For  to  entrap  the  careles  Clarion,  375 

That  rang*d  eachwhere  without  auspition. 


Suspition  of  friend,  nor  feare  of  foe. 
That  hasarded  his  health,  had  he  at  all. 
But  walkt  at  will,  and  wandred  to  and  ho. 
In  the  pride  of  his  freedoms  principall  * 
Litle  wist  he  his  fatall  future  woe. 
But  was  secure ;  the  liker  he  to  fall. 
He  likest  is  to  fall  into  mischaunce, 
That  is  regardles  of  his  goyemaunce. 


380 


Yet  still  AragnoU  ^so  his  foe  was  bight) 
Lay  lurking  corertiy  him  to  surprise ; 
And  all  his  gins,  that  him  entangle  might, 
Drest  in  good  order  as  he  could  derise. 
At  length,  the  foolish  flie  without  foresight. 
As  he  that  did  all  daunger  quite  despitse. 
Toward  those  parts  came  flyine  carelesselie. 
Where  hidden  was  his  hatefuU  enemie. 


385 


390 


Who,  seeing  him,  with  secret  io^  therefore 

Did  tickle  inwanUy  in  eyerie  rame ; 

And  his  false  hart,  fraught  with  all  treasons  store, 

Was  fill'd  with  hope  his  purpose  to  obtaine :      396 

Himselfe  he  close  upgathered  more  and  more 

Into  his  den,  that  his  deceitfull  traine 

By  his  there  being  might  not  be  bewraid, 

Ne  anie  noyse,  ne  anie  motion  made.  iOO 


in 
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Like  aa  a  wily  foxe,  that,  having  spide 

Where  on  a  aunnie  baake  the  liunbea  doo  play. 

Full  cloielj  creeping  by  the  hinder  aide, 

Lyea  in  ambiishment  oi  hia  hoped  pray, 

Ke  atirreth  limbe ;  till,  aeeing  reaoie  tide,  405 

He  ruabeth  forth,  and  anatcheth  quite  away 

One  of  the  litle  yonglinga  unawarea : 

So  to  hia  worke  AragnoJl  him  preparea. 

Who  now  ahall  giTe  onto  my  hearie  eyea 

A  well  of  tearea,  that  all  may  overflow  T  410 

Or  where  ahall  I  find  lamentable  cryea, 

And  moomfull  tunea,  enough  my  griefe  to  ahowT 

Helpe,  O  thou  Tragiok  Muae,  me  to  derise 

Notea  aad  enough,  t'expresae  this  bitter  throw : 

For  loe,  the  drerie  atownd  is  now  arrired,  415 

That  of  all  happinea  hath  ua  deprived. 


The  luekles  clarion,  whether  cniell  Fate 
Or  wicked  Fortune  ianltlea  him  mialed* 
Or  aome  ungracioos  blast  out  of  the  gate 
Of  Aeolea  raine  perforce  him  drove  on  had, 
Was  (O  aad  hap  and  howre  nnfertonate !) 
With  violent  awift  flight  forth  caned 
Into  the  cursed  cobweb,  which  hia  foe 
Had  framed  for  his  finall  overthroe. 


There  the  fond  flie,  entangled,  atmgled  long, 
Htmaelfe  to  free  thereout ;  bat  all  in  vaine. 
For,  atriving  more,  the  more  in  lacea  strong 
Himselfe  be  tide,  and  wrapt  hia  wingea  twaiiia 
In  Ijrmie  snarea  the  aubtill  loupea  among  ■ 
That  in  the  ende  he  breathleaae  did  remaine 
I  And,  all  his  yongtUy  forces  idly  spent, 
i  Him  to  the  mercie  of  th'  avenger  lent. 


4fO 
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Which  when  the  greisly  tyrant  did  eapie. 
Like  a  erimme  Ivon  rushing  with  fierce  might 
Out  of  his  den,  ne  seised  medelie  4S5 

On  the  resistles  pray ;  and,  with  fell  apight. 
Under  the  left  wmg  atrooke  his  weapon  aiie 
Into  hia  heart,  that  his  deepe-groning  spright 
In  bloodie  straamea  forth  fled  into  the  aire, 
Hia  bodie  left  the  apectaole  of  care,  440 
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MARTIAL. 


Aeeipefaeundi  Culieem  ttudiom  Maronu, 
Ne  nugii,  potitit,  armOf  viriimqui  ostiaf. 

See  here  that  stately  muse,  that  erst  could  raise 

In  lasting  numbers  great  EliEaes  praise. 

And  dresse  fair  vertue  in  so  rich  sttiie, 

That  even  her  foes  were  forced  to  admire 

And  court  her  heavenly  beauty  t    Shee  that  taught 

The  Graces  grace,  and  made  the  Vertues  thought 

More  vertuous  than  before,  is  pleased  here 

To  slacks  her  serious  flight,  and  feed  your  pare 

With  love's  delightsome  toys :  doe  not  refuse 

These  harmelesse  sports ;   tis  learned  Spencer's  muse; 

But  think  his  loosest  poems  worthier  then 

The  serious  follies  of  unskillfull  men. 


CANTO  I. 

TBR  AROUMEMT. 

The  youthly  shepheards  wconing  hare. 
And  beauties  rare  displayed,  appeare ; 
What  exercise  bee  chiefe  affects. 
His  name  and  scomefuU  love  neglects. 


s. 

[n  Ida  vale  (who  knowes  not  Ida  valel) 
When  harmleese  Troy  yet  felt  not  Grecian  spite. 
An  hundred  shepheanls  wonn'd,  and  in  the  dale, 
While  their  faire  flockes  the  thiee-leav'd  pastures  bite. 
The  shepheards  boyea  with  hundred  sportings,  light 
'  Gave  winges  unto  the  times  too  speedy  hast : 
Ah,  foolish  lads  I  that  strove  with  lavish  wast 


It. 
Among  the  rest,  that  all  the  rest  ezcel'd, 
A  dainty  boy  there  wonn'd,  whose  harmlesse  yeaies 
Now  in  their  freshest  budding  gently  sweld  ; 
His  nimph-like  face  nere  felt  the  nimble  sheeres. 
Youth's  downy  blossome  through  his  cheeke  ap* 
peares; 
His  lovely  limbes  (but  love  he  quite  discarded) 


8oftst  to  spend  the  time  that  spends  your  time  >       Were  made  for  play  (but  he  no  play  regarded) 
as  hsU  I       And  fit  love  to  reward,  and  with  love  be  rewarded 
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zu. 


Hiffh  WM  bii  fore-head,  weh't  with  eilrer  mould, 
(Where  nerer  anger  churlish  rinkle  di^bted). 
His  aubarne  lockes  bang  like  darke  tbreds  of  gold, 
That  wanton  aires  (with  their  faire  length  incited) 
To  play  among  their  wanton  carles  delighted ; 
His  smiling  eyes  with  sim|de  tnitb  were  stor'd : 
Ah !  how  absittld  truth  in  those  thiefe  eyes  be 
stor'd,  [restor'd  ? 

Which  thoasand  loves  had  stol*n,  and  never  one 


ir. 


His  lilly-cbeeke  might  seeme  an  ivoiT  plaine, 
More  purely  white  than  froien  Apenine, 
Wbere  lovely  Bashfulness  did  sweetly  raine. 
In  blushing  scarlet  cloth'd  and  paiple  fine. 
A  hundred  hearts  bad  this  delightiiill  shrine, 
(Still  oold  it  selfe)  inflsm'd  with  hot  desire, 
That  well  the  face  might  seem,  in  divers  tire. 
To  be  a  baming  snow,  or  else  m  freesing  fire. 


v. 


His  cbeerfoll  lookea  and  menr  face  would  proove 

(If  eyes  the  index  be  where  thoughts  are  read) 

A  damtv  play-fellow  for  naked  Love  ; 

Of  all  the  other  parts  enough  is  sed. 

That  they  were  nt  twina  for  so  fayre  a  bead : 


Thousand  boyes  for  him,  thousand  maidens  djy'd». 
Dye  they  that  list,  for  such  his  rigorous  pride. 
He  thousand  boyes  (ah,  fook  I)  and   thousand 
deni*d. 


▼I, 
His  ioy  was  not  in  musiques  aweeto  delight, 
(^Though  well  his  hand  had  learnt  that  <^i«t>tng  arte,) 
Or  dainty  aoon  to  daintier  earss  indite. 
But  through  the  plaines  to  chase  the  nimble  hart 
With  well-tun'd  nounds ;  or  with  his  certaine  dart 

The  tusked  boare  or  savage  beare  to  wound ; 

Meane  time  his  beert  with  monsters  doth  abound  ; 

Ah,  foole!  to  seekeso  hm  what 
be  found  I 


His  nsme  (weQ  knowne  unto  those  woody  shades, 
Wbere  unrewarded  lovera  oft  complaine  them,) 
Anchises  was  ;  Anchises  oft  the  gmdes 
And  mountains  beard,  Anebises  hA  <fisd«hi'd  dMsa ; 
Not  all  their  love  one  gentle  looke  had  gaia'd  theaa. 
That  rookey  hills,  wiSi  ecohoing  noyse  oonssnting. 
Anchises  plain'd ;  but  he  no  whit  relenting^ 
Harder  then  roc^y  hils.  laught  it  thmr 
lamenting. 


CANTO  n. 

TBK  ARGDMBNT. 

Didues  Garden  of  Delight 

With  wonder  holds  Anchises  sight ; 

While  from  the  bower  such  musique  sounds. 

As  all  his  senses  neere  confoimds. 


I. 


IV. 


0ns  dsy  it  chanc*t  as  hee  the  deere  persude, 
Tyred  with  sport,  and  faint  with  weary  play, 
Faire  Venus  KTOve  not  fttrre  away  he  view'd. 
Whose  trembltng  leaves  invite  him  there  to  stay. 
And  in  their  ahades  his  sweating  limbes  display ; 
There  in  the  cooling  glade  he  aofUy  paces. 
And  much  delighted  with  their  even  spaces. 
What  in  himselfe  he  scorn'd,  hee  prsis'd  their 
kind  imbnoes. 

II. 

The  woode  with  Pspbian  myrtles  peopled, 
(Whose  springing  youth  felt  never  wmters  spiting,) 
To  laurels  sweete  were  sweetely  married. 
Doubling  their  pleasing  smels  in  their  uniting  ; 
When    single    much,    much    more    when   mizt, 
delightmg : 
No  foot  of  beaste  durst  touch  this  hollowed  place. 
And  many  a  boy  that  long'd  the  woods  to  trace, 
Entred  with  feare,  but  soone  tum'd  back  his 
frighted  face. 

lie 

The  thicke-loekt  boughs  ^hut  out  the  Crtl-tale  sqbm, 
(For  Venus  bated  his  all-bl^bing  light, 
Since  her  knowne  iault,  whiob  oft  she  widK  undoo,) 
And  seattered  rsyes  did  make  a  doubtftill  sight, 
Like  to  the  first  of  dsy  or  last  of  night  t 
The  fittest  light  for  lovsrs  gentle  plsy  i 
Buch  \itfki  best  shewes  the  wsndnng  lovers  way, 
Aadg«MetMi4rriofhtRdi  sight isLove's bolly- 


Bo  ftrre  in  this  sweet  kbyrinth  he  stray*d 
pTbat  now  he  views  the  garden  of  Delight, 
■Whose  breast,  with  thousaod painted  flowers  airay'd* 
With  divera  ioy  captiv'd  his  waadring  eight ; 
But  soon  the  eyes  rendred  the  eeres  their  right; 
For  such  strange  harmony  he  aeem*d  to  beare. 
That  all  his  senses  flockt  into  his  eare, 
Aad  every  faculty  wiaht  to  be  seated  there. 


V. 

From  a  close  bower  this  dainty  mnsique  flow'd 
A  bower  appareld  round  with  divera  roees. 
Both  red  and  white,  which  by  their  liveries  ahow'd 
Their  mistris  faire,  that  there  her  selie  reposes; 
Seem'd  that  would  strive  with  these  rare  mnsiqiM 
closes, 
By  spreading  their  fsire  bosomes  to  the  light, 
Which  the  cUstracted  sense  should  most  delight ; 
That,  raps  the  melted  eare ;  this,  both  the  amel 
and  sight. 


The  boy  *twixt  fensAill  hope,  and 
Crept  sll  aloDg  f  for  muoh  he  hmg'd  to  _  _ 
The  bower,  much  mere  the  guest  so  lodged  then ;) 
And,  as  he  goee,  he  marks  how  well  agiM 
Nsture  and  Arte  in  disooid  uity, 
£aeh  striving  who  should  beat  pwfarms  his  pai^ 
Yet  Arte  now  helping  Nmture,  Natara  Axt» ; 
While  from  his  earss  a  vovoe  thus  stotohiftbMr^ 
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'*  Fond  m«D !  whoie  wretched  care  the  lUe  soone  ea- 
By  ttriTiiig  to  increase  your  ioy,  do  spend  it ;  [ding, 
And,  spending  io^,  yet  find  no  joy  in  spending; 
Yon  hurt  tout  lira  by  striving  to  amena  it ; 
And,  seeking  to  prolong  it,  soonest  end  it : 
Then,  while  fit  time  affords  thee  time  and  leasnre, 
Enioy  whfle  yet  thou  mayst  thy  lifes  sweet  plea- 

anre : 
Too  foolish  is  the  man  that  starres  to  feed  his 
treasure. 

**  Lore  is  lifea  end ;  (an  end,  bnt  nerer  ending ;) 
All  io^es,  all  sweetes,  all  happinesse,  awardinsr ; 
Lore  IS  lifes  wealth  (nere  spent, but  ever  spending,) 
More  rich  by  giving,  takine  by  discarding ; 
Lore's  lifea  reward,  rewarded  in  rewarding : 


Then  from  thy  wretched  heart  fond  care  remoore ; 
Ah !  ahouldst  thon  lire  but  once  lores  sweetes  to 

proore, 
Thou  wilt  not  lore  to  lire,  onlesse  thorn  lire  to 

lore." 


To  this  sweet  royce  a  dainty  musique  fitted 
Its  well-ton'd  stnngs,  and  to  her  notea  consorted, 
And  while  with  skufoU  royoe  the  song  she  dittied. 
The  blabbing  Echo  had  her  words  retorted ; 
That  now  the  boy,  beyond  his  soule  transported, 
Through    all  his  lixnbes  feeles   run  a   pleasant 

ahaking. 
And  'twixt  a  hope  and  fears,  suspects  mistaking. 
And    doubts  he  sleeping  dreames,    and    bnMul 
awake  feares  waking. 


CANTO  IIL 

TBS    JiBOUMXirr. 


Faire  Cythereaa  limbea  beheld. 
The  straying  lads  heart  so  intfaral'd. 
That  in  a  trance  his  melted  spright 
Leares  th'  sences  slumbiing  in  delight. 


I. 

Now  to  the  bower  bee  sent  his  theerish  eres 
To  Steele  a  happy  sij^ht ;  there  doe  they  nnde 
Fairs  Venus,  that  within  halfe  naked  lyes  ; 
And  straight  amaa'd  (so  glorious  beauty  shin'd) 
Would  not  retume  the  message  to  the  minde ; 
But,  full  of  feare  and  superstitious  awe. 
Could  not  retire,  orbacke  their  beams  withdraw. 
So  fixt  on  too  much  seeing  made  they  nothing  saw. 

n. 

Her  goodly  length  stretcht  on  a  lilly-bed, 
(A  bright  foyle  of  a  beauty  fiure  more  bright,^ 
Few  roses  round  about  were  scattered. 
As  if  the  lillies  learnt  to  blush,  for  spight 
To  see  a  skinne  much  more  then  Hllr-whtte : 
The  bed  sanke  with  delight  so  to  be  pressed, 
And  knew  not  which  to  thinke  a  chance  more 

blessed. 
Both  blessed  so  to  kisse,  and  so  agayne  be  kissed. 

m. 

Her  q[)aeious  fore-head,  like  the  deareat  moone, 
Whoee  ftiU-growne  orbe  be|pns  now  to  be  spent, 
Larsely  display'd  in  natire  nlrer  ahone, 
Girmg  wide  room  to  Beauty's  regiment. 
Which  on  the  plaine  with  Lore  tryomphing  went ; 
Her  golden  naire  a  rope  of  pearle  imbraced. 
Which,  with  their  dainty  threds  oft-times  enlaced, 
Mada  the  eie  think  the  pearle  was  there  in  gold 
i&diasedL 

ir. 

Her  fbll  Itrge  eye,  in  ietty-blaoke  array'd^ 
Pror'd  beauty  not  eonfin^  to  red  snd  white, 
Bot  oft  her  aelie  in  blaeke  more  rich  displsy'd ; 
Both  eootraries  did  yet  themselres  mite, 
Tp  make  one  beauty  in  different  delight ; 


A  thousand  Lores  sate  ]>layinff  in  each  eye; 
And  smiling  Mirth,  kissing  fair  Courtesie, 
By  swete  perswasion  wan  a  bloodlesse  rictoiy, 

r. 

The  whitest  white,  set  by  her  sijrer  cheeke. 
Grew  pale  and  wan,  like  unto  heary  lead ; 
The  freshest  purple  fresher  dyes  must  seeke. 
That  dares  compare  with  them  his  ftinting  nd : 
On  these  Cupido  winged  armies  led 
Of  little  Lores  that,  with  bold  wanton  trsine 
Under  those  colours,  marching  on  the  plaine. 
Force  erery  heart,  and  to  low  rasselage    con- 
straine. 

ri. 

Her  lips,  most  happjr  each  in  other's  kisses. 
From  their  so  wisfat  imbiaoements  seldome  parted. 
Yet  seem'd  to  blush  at  such  their  wanton  blisses ; 
But,  when  sweet  words  their  ioyning  sweet  dia- 

psrted, 
To  th'  eare  a  dainty  musique  they  impsrted : 
Upon  them  fitly  sate,  delightfuU  amiling, 
A  thousand  soules  with  pleasing  stealth  beguil- 
ing: 
Ah !  that  such  shews  of  ioyes  should  be  all  ioyea 
exilmg. 

rn. 

The  breath  came  slowly  thence,  nnwilling  leering 
So  sweet  a  lodge ;  but  when  she  once  intended 
To  feaat  the  aire  with  words,  the  heart  deoeiring. 
More  fast  it  thronged  so  to  be  expended ; 
And  at  each  word  a  hundred  Lores  attended, 
Playing  i'  th'  bnath,  more  sweete  than  is  that  firing 
Where  that  Arabian  onely  bird,  expiring, 
Lires  b^  her  death,  by  loase  of  breath  more  frsah  n 
spuing. 


▼III. 


Her  ohin,  like  to  «  stone  in  gold  incbased, 
Seem*d  a  fkir  iewell  wrought  with  canning  bind. 
And,  being  double,  doubly  the  face  graced : 
This  goodly  frame  oo  her  round  necke  did  stand ; 
Such  nillar  well  such  curious  work  sustain 'd ; 
And,  on  his  top  the  heaTenl^  spheare  up-rearing. 
Might  \7eU  present,  with  daintier  appearing, 
A  lease  but  better  Atlas,  that  faire  hearen  bearing. 


IX. 


Lower  two  breasts  stand,  all  their  beauties  bearing, 
Two  breasts  as  smooth  and  soft ;  but,  ah,  alas ! 
Their  smoothest  softnes  farre  exoeedes  comparing ; 
More  smooth  and  soft,  but  naught  that  ever  was. 
Where  they  are  first,  desenres  the  second  place  ; 
Yet  each  as  soft  and  each  as  smooth  as  other ; 
And  when  thou  first  tri*st  one,  and  then  the  other, 
£aoh  softer  seemes  then  each,  and  each  then  each 
seemea  smoother. 

z. 
Lowly  betweene  their  dainty  hemispbteres, 
f  Their  hemisphaeres  the  hear'nly  globes  excelling,) 
A  path  more  white  than  is  the  name  it  beares. 
The  Lactenl  Path,  conducts  to  the  sweet  dwelling 
Where  best  delight  all  ioyes  sits  freely  dealing ; 
Where  hundred  sweetes,  and  still  fresh  ioyes  at* 

tending. 
Receive  in  giving ;  and,  still  love  dispending. 
Grow  richer  by  their  loese,  and  wealthy  by  ex- 
pending. 


But  atay,  bold  shepheard !  here  thy  fbotiog  stay. 
Nor  trust  too  mud  unto  thj  new-borne  quill. 
As  farther  to  those  dainty  Imbs  to  stray. 
Or  hope  to  paint  that  vale  or  beauttous  hill 
Which  past  the  finest  hand  or  ohoyoest  skill  : 
fiat  were  thy  verse  and  song  as  finely  fram*d 
As  are  those  parts,  yet  ahoiud  it  soonebe  blam'd« 
For  now  the  shamelei  world  of  best  things  is 
asham'd. 


xit. 


That  cunning  artist,  that  old  Greece  admir'd. 
Thus  farre  his  Venus  fitly  portrayed, 
But  there  he  left,  nor  farther  ere  aspir'd  ; 
His  Dvdale  hand,  that  Nature  perfected 
By  arte,  felt  arte  by  nature  Umitted. 
Ah !  well  he  knew,  though  his  fit  hand  could  give 
Breath  to  dead  colours,  teaching  marble  live. 
Yet  would  these  lirely  parte  his  hand  of  skill 
deprive. 

xm. 
Such  when  this  gentle  boy  her  closely  view'd, 
Onely  with  thinnest  silken  vale  o*er-iayd. 
Whose  snowy  colour  much  more  snowy  shew'd« 
By  being  next  that  skin,  and  all  betray *d. 
Which  lM8t  in  naked  beauties  are  anay'd. 
His  spirits,  melted  with  so  glorious  sight. 
Ran  from  their  worke  to  see  so  splen£d  light. 
And  left  the  fainting  limbea  sweet  slnmbring  in 
delight. 


CANTO  IV. 

TDB  ABGUMENT. 

The  swonding  swaine  recovered  is 
By  th'  goddesae  ;  his  soule-rapting  blisse : 
Their  mutual  conference,  and  how 
Her  service  she  doth  him  allow. 


SoFT-sLSBFiKO  Venus,  waked  with  the  fall. 
Looking  behind,  the  sinldog  boy  espies ; 
With  aU  she  starts,  and  wondereth  witball ; 
She  thinks  that  there  her  faire  Adonis  dyes, 
And  more  she  thinkei  the  more  the  boy  she  eyes : 
So  stepping  neerer,  up  begins  to  rears  him ; 
And  now  with  Love  himaelfe  she  will  confer  him, 
And  now  before  her  Love  himaelfe  she  will  prefer 
him. 

n. 
The  lad,  soone  with  that  dainty  touch  reyiy'd. 
Feeling  himaelfe  so  well,  so  sweetly  seated, 
Begins  to  doubt  whether  he  yet  here  lir*d. 
Or  else  his  flitting  soul,  to  heav'n  translated. 
Was  there  in  starry  throne  and  blisse  instated ; 
Oft  would  he  dye,  so  to  be  often  saved  ; 
And  now  with  nappy  wish  he  closely  craved 
For  eyer  to  be  dead,  to  be  so  sweet  ingraved. 

III. 
The  Paphian  princesse  (in  whose  lovely  breast 
Spiteful  disdaine  could  never  find  a  place) 
When  now  she  saw  him  from  his  fit  releast, 
(To  Juno  leaving  wrath  and  scolding  base,) 
Comforts  Uie  trembling  boy  with  snuBng  grace : 


J 


But  oh  I  those  smiles  ^too  full  ef  sweets  delight) 
Surfeit  his  hesrt,  full  of  the  former  sight ;  [sprite. 
So,  seeking  to  reviye,  more  wounds  his  reeble 

ly. 
"  Tell  me,  fsir  boy  !  (sayd  she)  what  erring  chance 
Hither  dirocted  thy  unwary  pace  t 
For  sure  contempt  or  pride  durst  not  advaace 
Their  foule  aspect  in  thy  so  pleasant  face : 
Tell  me,  what  brought  thee  to  this  hidden  plaoeT 
Or  lacks  of  love,  or  mutusll  answering  nret 
Or  hindred  by  ill  chance  in  thy  deaire  T 
Tell  me,  what  ist   thy  faire  and  wishing  ayes 
require?" 

▼. 

The  boy  (whose  sence  was  neyer  yet  acquainted 
With  such  a  musique)  stood  with  eares  areeted. 
And,  sweetly  with  that  pleasant  spell  enchanted. 
Mora  of  those  sugred  straines  lon^  time  ttzpectad  ; 
Till  seeing  she  his  speeches  not  reieeted. 
First  sighes  arising  from  his  hearts  low  center. 
Thus  gan  reply,  when  each  word  bold  would 

yenter. 
And  striye  thfi  fi*-^  '  *  '  '    *  labyrinth  to  enter. 
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▼I. 
'  Faire  Cjprian  qaeene,  (for  well  that  heferenlj  face 
Prooves  thee  the  mother  of  all  conquering Lo^e,} 
Pardon.  I  praj  thee,  my  nnweetine  pace  ; 
For  no  presumptnoas  thoughts  did  hither  moore 
My  danog  feete  to  this  thv  hol^r  grove  ; 
Sut  luG Iclesae  chance  (which,  if  you  not  gaine-aay, 
1  still  must  me,)  hath  caua'd  me  here  to  stray. 
And  lose  my  sdfe  (alas !)  in  losing  of  my  way. 

YII. 

"  Nor  did  I  come  to  right  my  wronged  fire ; 

Never  till  now  I  saw  what  ought  he  loved  ; 

And  now  I  see,  hut  never  dare  aspire 

To  moove  my  hope,  where  yet  my  love  is  mooved  ; 

Whence  thoueh  1  would,  I  would  it  not  remooved ; 
Only  since  I  have  plao't  my  love  so  hi^h. 
Which  sure  thou  must,  or  suit  thou  ?nlt,  deny. 
Grant  me  yet  still  to  love,  though  in  my  love  to 
dye." 


Yin. 
But  shee  that  in  his  eyes  Loves  (ace  had  seen. 
And  flaming  heart,  did  not  such  suite  disdaine, 
(For  cruelty  fits  not  sweete  Beauties  queene,) 
But  gently  could  his  passion  entertain. 
Though  she  Loves  princesse,  he  a  lowly  swain : 
First  of  his  bold  intrusion  she  acquites  him. 
Then  to  her  service  (happy  boy !)  admits  him, 
And,  like  another  Love,  with  bow  and  quiver  fits 
him. 

XX. 

And  now  with  all  the  loves  he  grew  acquainted. 
And  Cupids  selfe,  with  his  like  face  delighted. 
Taught  nim  a  hundred  wayes  with  which  he  daunted 
The  prouder  hearts,  and  wronged  lovers  righted, 
Forcing  to  love  that  moat  his  love  despited  : 
And  now  the  practique  boy  did  so  approve  him. 
And  with  such  gprace  and  cunning  arte  did  moove  him. 
That  all  the  pritty  loves  and  all  the  graces  love  hinu 


CANTO  V. 

TBB  ABOUMINT. 

The  lovers  sad  despairing  plaints 
Bright  Veuus  with  his  love  acquaints ; 
Sweetly  importun'd,  he  doth  shew 
From  whom  proceedeth  this  his  woe. 


Y. 


Ybt  never  durst  his  faint  and  coward  heart 
f  Ah,  foole  t  fiiint  heart  faire  lady  ne're  could  win !) 
AsMile  &ire  Venus  with  his  new-learnt  arte. 
But  kept  his  love  and  burning  flame  within, 
Which  more  flam'd  out  the  more  he  prest  it  in  , 
And  thinking  oft  how  iust  shee  might  disdaine 

him. 
While  some  cool  mirtle  shade  did  entertaine  him. 
Thus  sighing  would  he  sit,  and  sadly  would  he 
plain  him : 

n. 
"  Ah,  fond  and  haplesse  boy  I  nor  know  I  whether 
More  fond  or  haplesse  more,  that  all  so  high 
Hast  plac*t  thy  heart  where  love  and  fiite  together 
May  never  hope  to  end  thy  misery. 
Nor  yet  thy  self  dare  wish  a  remedy : 
All  hindrances  (alas  1}  conspire  to  let  it ; 
Ah,  fond,  and  hapleas  boy  !  if  canst  not  get  it  1 
In  thinking  to  forget,  at  length  leame  to  forget  it. 

III. 

*'  Ah,  larre  too  fond,  but  much  more  haplesse  swaine  1 
Seeing  thy  love  can  be  forgpotten  never. 
Serve  and  observe  thy  love  with  willing  peine ; 
^nd  though  in  vaine  thy  love  thou  doe  persever. 
Yet  all  in  vaine  doe  thou  adore  her  ever. 
No  hope  can  crowne  thy  thoo^hu  so  larre  aspirings 
Nor  dares  thy  selfe  desire  thme  owne  desinng. 
Yet  live  thou  in  her  love,  and  dye  in  her  admixing.** 

IV. 

Thus  oft  the  hopclpsse  boy  complayning  lyes; 
But  she,  that  well  could  guesse  his  sad  lamenting, 

iWho  can  conceal  love  from  Loves  mothers  eyest) 
>id  not  disdaine  to  give  his  love  contenting ; 
Cruel  the  soule  that  feeds  on  soules  tormenting ; 


Nor  did  she  scome  him,  though  not  nobly  borne, 
(Love  is  nobility)  nor  could  she  scome 
That  which  so  noble  skill  her  title  did  adome. 

y. 

One  day  she  chans't,  thrice  happy  day  and  chance ! 
While  loves  were  with  the  graces  sweetly  sporting. 
And  to  fresh  musiqne  sounding  play  and  dance. 
And  Cupids  selfe,  with  shepheards  boys  consorting^ 
Laugh'd  at  their  pricty  sport  and  simple  courting, 
Faire  Venus  seats  the  fearfull  boy  close  by  her. 
Where  never  Phoebus  jealous  lookes  might  eye  ber. 
And  bids  the  boy  his  mistris  and  her  name  descry 
her. 

vx. 

Long  time  the  youth  bound  up  in  sUence  stood. 
While  hope  una  feare  with  hundred  thougths  begun 
Fit  prologue  to  his  speech ;  and  fearfull  blood 
From  heart  and  lace  with  these  post*tydings  ranne. 
That  ejrther  now  he's  made,  or  now  undon  ; 
At  length  his  trembling  words,  with  feare  made 

weake, 
Began  his  too  long  silence  thus  to  breaks. 
While  from  his  humble  eies  first  reverence  seem 'd 
to  speake. 

vn. 

*■  Faire  Queene  of  Love  !  my  life  thon  maist  com* 
mand, 

Too  slender  price  for  all  thy  former  grace. 

Which  I  receive  at  thy  so  bounteous  hand  ; 

But  never  dare  I  speak  her  name  and  face  ; 

My  life  is  much  lesse-prix*d  than  her  disgrace : 
And,  for  I  know  if  1  her  name  i elate 
I  purchase  anger,  I  must  hide  her  stste. 
Unlesse  thou  sweare  by  Stix  I  purchase  not  her 
hate," 


—  J 


4irB 
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▼HI* 
Faire  Veniu  wdl  perceir'd  bit  sabtile  shift, 
And,  swearing  gentle  patience,  mntlj  smii'd, 
While  thus  the  boy  persu'd  his  former  drift : 
"  No  tongue  was  erer  yet  so  sweetly  skil'd, 
Nor  greatest  orator  so  highly  stil'd, 
Thongh  helptwith  all  Uie  choicest  artes  direction. 
But  when  he  durst   describe  her  heaven's  per- 
fection. 
By  his  imperfect  praise  dispiais'd  his  imperfeetioii. 


XX. 

"  Her  forme  is  as  ber  selfe,  perfect  esIestrisU, 
No  mortall  spot  her  hearenly  fimme  disgraces : 
Beyond  compare  such  nothing  is  temstriall ! 
More  sweete  than  thought  or  pow'rfuU  wish  em- 
braces ; 
The  map  of  heaven,  the  summe  of  all  her  graces  : 
Bat  if  yon  wish  more  truely  limb*d  to  eye  her. 
Than  finnting  speech  or  words  can  well  desciy  her. 
Look  in  a  glaMe,  and  there  more  perfect  you  maj 
spy  her. 


CANTO  vr. 


TBI   ABGUMXHT. 


The  boyea  short  wish,  ber  larger  grant. 
That  doth  bis  eonle  with  blisse  enchant ; 
Whereof  impatient  uttering  dl, 
Inraged  Joto  contrives  his  thrall. 


"  Tht  oreftT  arte,"  rep^d  the  amiling  qneene, 
"  Hath  well  my  chiding  and  not  rage  prevented, 
Yet  might'st  thou  thinEe  that  yet  'twas  never  seene 
That  angry  rage  and  gentle  love  consented  ; 
But  if  to  me  uy  true  love  is  presented, 
What  wagea  for  thy  service  must  I  owe  theet 
For  by  the  selfe-same  vow  I  here  avow  thee, 
Whatever  thou  require  I  frankly  will  allow  thee." 

n. 
"  Pardon,**  replies  the  boy,  "  for  so  aifecting 
Beyond  mortallity,  and  not  discsrding 
Thy  service,  was  much  more  than  my  expecting 
But  if  thou  (more  thy  bounty-hood  regaixling) 
Wilt  needs  heap  up  reward  upon  rewarding. 
Thy  love  I  dare  not  aske,  or  mutual  fixing. 
One  kisse  is  all  my  love  and  prides  aspiring. 
And  after  starve  my  heart,  for  my  too  much  de- 
sirug.' 

m. 
"Foodbov!"  (sayd  abe)  '*too  fond,  that  ask  no 
Thy  want  by  taking  is  no  whit  decreased,       [more  -, 
And  giving  spends  not  our  increasing  store :"— - 
Thus  with  a  kisse  his  lips  she  sweetly  pressed ; 
Most  blessed  kisse !  but  hope  more  than  most  blessed. 
The  boy  did  thinke  heaven  fell  while  thus  he 
And  while  ioy  he  so  greedily  enioy'd,         [ioy'd, 
He  felt  not  halle  his  ioy  by  being  over-ioyd. 

IV. 


<«  Why  sighttl  faire boy  1"  (sayd  ahe)  ** dost  thorn 
repent  thee 
Thy  narrow  wiah  in  such  straight  bonds  to  stay?" 
•'  Well  may  I  sigh"  (sayd  be)  *'  and  well  lament  me, 
That  never  such  a  debt  may  hope  to  pay." 
"  A  kisae,"  (nyd  she)  "  a  kisse  will  back  repay." 
<*  Wilt  thou"  (raply*d  the  boy,  too  much  delighted,) 
Content  thee  with  such  pay  to  be  requited  V* 
She  grants ;  and  he  his  ups,  heart,  sonle,  to  pay- 
ment cited. 

V. 

Look  as  a  ward,  long  from  bis  lands  detain'd. 
And  subiect  to  his  guardians  cruel  lore, 
Now  spends  the  more,  the  more  he  was  restrain'd  ; 
So  he ;  yet  though  in  la3ring  out  his  store 
He  doubly  takes,  yet  finds  himself  grow  poore ; 
With  that  he  markes,  and  tela  her  out  a  score. 
And  doubles  them,  and  trebles  all  before. 
Fond  boy!  the  more  thou  paist,  thy  debt  still 
grows  th»  more. 


VI. 


At  length,  whether  these  favoun  so  hsd  fir'd  him 
With  kindly  heate,  inflaming  his  desiring. 
Or  whether  those  sweete  kines  hsd  inspxr'd  him. 
He  thinkes  that  something  wants  for  his  requiiing, 
And  still  aspires,  yet  knows  not  his  aspiring ; 
But  yet  tnough  that  bee  knoweth  so  she  gave. 
That  he  presents  himselie  her  bounden  slave 
Still  his  more  wishing  face  aeem'd  somewhat  else 
to  crave. 


vu. 


And,  boldned  with  snccesse  and  many  graces, 
His  hand,  chain'd  up  in  feare.  be  now  releast, 
And  asking  leave,  courag'd  with  her  imbraces, 
Againe  it  prison'd  in  her  tender  breast : 
Ab,  blessed  prison  I  prisnere  too  much  blest  \ 
There  with  those  sistera  long  time  doth  he  play, 
And  now  full  boldly  enters  loves  highway. 
While  downe  the  pleasant  vale  bis  creepmg  hsnd 
doth  stray. 

nn. 
She,  not  displeaa'd  with  this  his  wanton  play. 
Hiding  his  blushing  with  a  suned  kisse. 
With  such  sweete  beat  bis  nKMnesse  doth  allaj. 
That  now  he  perfect  knowes  whatever  bliase 
Elder  Ix>ve  taught,  and  be  before  did  miase; 
That  moult  with  ioy,  in  such  untri'd  ioyea  trying. 
He  eladly  dies ;  and,  death  new  liie  a])plyinff. 
Gladly  againe  he  dyes,  that  oft  he  may  be  dying; 

XX. 

I  Long  thus  he  liv'd,  slumbring  in  sweete  delight 
Free  from  sad  care  and  fickle  worids  annoy, 
)  Bathing  in  liquid  ioyes  his  melted  snrite ;: 
And  longer  moui^bt,  but  be  (ah,  foolish  boy  f ) 
Too  proud,  and  too  impatient  of  his  ioy,       [parted^ 
To  woods,  and  heav'n,  and  earth,  his  bliase  i^ 
That  Jove  upon  him  downe  his  thunder  darted, 
Blasting  his  splendent  face,  and  all  his  beaoty 
swarted. 

z. 
Such  be  his  obsnoe  that  to  his  love  doth  wrong ; 
Unworthy  he  to  save  so  worthy  place, 
That  cannot  bold  his  peace  ana  blabbing  tongue ; 


Light  ioyes  float  on  his  lips,  hot  rightly  grace 
Sinckea    deepe,   and  th*heart'a    low  center 
imbrace. 
Might  I  enioy  my  love  till  I  unfold  It, 
I'd  lose  all  favoun  when  I  blabhing  told  it ; 
He  is  not  fit  for  love  that  is  not  fit  to  hold  h. 


doth 
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EUDOXUS    AND    IRENEUS. 


EuDOZtf— Bat  if  that  eonntrr  of  Ireland,  whence 
^a  lately  came,  be  of  ao  goodly  and  commodioae  a 
aoil,  as  you  report,  I  wonder  that  no  course  is  taken 
for  the  turning  thereof  to  good  uses,  and  reducing 
that  nation  to  oetter  goTemment  and  civility. 

Ircn< — Marry,  so  there  harel>een  dirers  good  plots 
deyiaed,  and  wise  counsels  cast  slready  about  re- 
formation of  that  reslm ;  but  they  say,  it  is  the  fatal 
destiny  of  that  land,  that  no  purposes  whatsoever 
which  are  meant  for  her  good,  will  prosper  or  take 
good  effect:  which,  whether  it  proceed  from  the 
reiy  gtnbu  of  the  soil  or  influence  of  the  stars,  or 
that  Almiehty  God  hath  not  yet  appointed  the  time 
•f  her  reformation,  or  that  he  reserreth  her  in  this 
anouiet  state  atill,  for  some  secret  scourge,  which 
■haU  by  her  come  unto  England,  it  is  hard  to  be 
Anown,  but  yet  much  to  be  feared. 

Evooz. —Surely  I  suppose  this  but  a  Tain  conceit 
of  simple  men,  wnich  juoge  thinf^s  by  their  effects, 
and  not  by  their  causes ;  for  I  would  rather  think 
the  cause  of  this  eWl  which  hangeth  upon  that 
eountiy,  to  proceed  rather  of  the  unsoundness  of 
the  counsels,  and  plots  which  you  say  hare  been 
oftentimes  laid  for  the  reformation,  or  of  faintneas 
in  following  and  effecting  the  same,  than  of  any 
racb  (stal  course  appointed  of  God  aa  you  misdeem : 
but  it  is  the  manner  of  men,  that  when  they  are  fallen 
into  any  absurdity,  or  their  actions  succeed  not  as 
they  would,  they  are  always  ready  to  impute  the  blame 
thereof  unto  the  heafens,  so  to  excuse  their  own 
follies  and  imperfections.  &o  hare  I  heard  it  often 
wished  also  (even  of  some  whose  great  wisdoms  in 
opfaiion  should  seem  to  judge  more  soundly  of  so 
weighty  a  consideration)  that  all  that  land  were  a 
•ea-pool :  which  kind  of  speech,  is  the  manner  ra- 
ther of  desperate  men  far  driven,  to  wish  the  utter 
mia  of  that  which  they  cannot  redress,  then  of 

Cnne  GOUBsellort,  which  ought  to  think  nothing  so 
d,  bat  that  through  wisdom  it  may  be  mastered  and 
mtbdoad ;  sinoe  the  poet  aaith,  that  "  the  wise  man 
■haD  rale  eiran  over  the  atars,"  much  more  orer  the 
csffth :  ht  were  it  not  the  part  of  a  desperate  physi- 
cna*  to  wkb  hia  diseased  patient  dead,  rather  than 


to  app]  V  the  best  endearour  of  hia  skill  for  his  re«o* 
rexy  f  but  since  we  are  so  far  entered,  let  us,  I  pray 
you,  a  little  devise  of  those  evils,  by  which  that 
country  is  held  in  this  wretched  case,  that  it  cannot 
(as  you  say)  be  recured.  And  if  it  be  not  painful 
to  you,  tell  us  what  things  during  your  late  con- 
tinuance there,  you  observed  to  be  most  offenaive. 
and  greatest  impeachment  to  the  good  rule  and 
government  thereof. 

laKN. — Surely,  Eudozus,  the  evils  which  you  desire 
to  be  recounted  are  very  many,  and  almost  countable 
with  those  which  were  hidden  in  the  basket  of  Pan- 
dora. But  since  you  please,  I  will  out  of  that 
infinite  number,  reckon  but  aome  that  are  most 
capital,  and  commonly  occnrrent  both  in  the  life  and 
conditions  of  private  men ;  as  also  in  the  managing 
of  public  affiiis  and  policy,  the  which  you  ahall 
uncerstand  to  be  of  divers  natures,  as  I  observed 
them :  For  some  of  them  are  of  very  great  antiquity 
and  continuance;  others  more  late  wad  of  less  in- 
durance  ;  others  dsily  growing  and  increasing  con- 
tinually by  their  evil  occasions,  which  are  every  day 
offered. 

Eunoxw— Tell  me,  then,  I  pray  you,  in  the  same 
order  that  you  have  now  rehearsed  them ;  for  there 
can  be  no  better  method  than  thia  which  the  very 
matter  itself  offereth.  And  when  you  have  reckoned 
all  the  evils,  let  us  hear  your  opinion  for  the  redres- 
sing of  them :  after  which,  there  will  perhaps  of 
itself  appear  some  reaaonable  way  to  aettle  a  sound 
snd  perfect  rule  of  government,  by  shunning  the 
former  evils,  and  following  the  offered  good.  The 
which  method  we  may  learn  of  the  wise  physi- 
ciana,  which  first  require  that  the  malady  be  known 
thoroughly  and  discovered ;  afierwarda  to  teach  how 
to  cure  and  redreas  it ;  and,  lastly,  do  prescribe  a 
diet  with  atraight  rule  and  orders  to  be  daily  ob- 
served, for  fear  of  relapse  into  the  former  disease,  or 
falling  into  some  other  more  dsngerous  than  it. 

lazNd — ^I  will  then,  according  to  your  advisement, 
begin  to  declare  the  evils  which  seem  to  me  most 
hurtful  to  the  commonweal  of  that  land ;  and,  firat, 
those  (I  say)  which  were  most  ancient  and  long 


r 
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Erown ;  and  thejalMareof thre«  aorta :  the  firatin  the 
wa,  the  aecond  in  cnatoma,  and  the  laat  in  religion. 

Euooz. — Why,  Ireneaa,  can  there  he  any  eril  in 
the  laws?  Can  thinn  which  are  ordained  for  the 
good  and  safety  of  all,  torn  to  the  evil  and  hurt  of 
them?  This  well  I  wot,  hotfa  in  that  state  and  in  all 
other,  that  were  they  not  contained  in  daty  with 
fear  of  law,  which  restraineth  offenoea,  and  inflicteth 
sharp  pnnishment  to  misdoers,  no  man  ahould  enjoy 
any  thmg;  every  man's  hand  would  be  against  ano- 
ther. Therefore,  m  finding  &olt  with  Uie  lawa,  I 
donbt  me,  you  shall  much  orer-shoot  yourself,  and 
make  me  the  more  dislike  your  other  dislikes  of  that 
goremment. 

Irbw^ — ^The  lawa,  Eudoxus,  I  do  not  blame  for 
themselves,  knowing  right  well  that  all  lawa  are 
ordained  for  the  gooa  or  the  commonweal,  and  for 
repressing  of  lioentiousneas  and  rice.  But  it  foUeth 
out  in  laws,  no  otherwise  thsn  it  doth  in  physic, 
which  was  at  first  derised.  and  is  yet  daily  meant, 
and  ministered  for  the  health  of  the  patient  But 
nerertheless,  we  often  see,  that  either  through  igno- 
rance of  the  disease,  or  through  unseasonableneaa 
of  the  time,  or  other  accidents  coming  between, 
instead  of  good«  it  worketh  hurt,  and  out  of  one  eril 
throweth  the  patient  into  many  miseries.  So  the 
laws  were  at  first  intended  for  the  reformation  of 
abuses,  and  peaceable  continuance  of  the  aubject ; 
but  are  aithence  either  disannulled,  or  quite  pre?a- 
ricated  through  change  and  altnntion  of  times,  yet 
are  they  good  still  in  themselTes :  but  in  that  com- 
monwealth which  IB  ruled  by  them  ^ey  work  not 
that  good  which  they  should,  and  sometimes  also  that 
evil  which  they  would  not. 

Eunoz^ — Whether  do  you  mean  this  by  the  com* 
mon  lawa  of  that  realm,  or  by  the  statute  lawa,  and 
acta  of  parliaments? 

Irsn^ — Surely,  by  them  both ;  for  eren  the  com- 
mon law,  being  that  which  William  of  Normandy 
brought  in  with  hia  conquest,  and  laid  upon  the 
neck  of  Enrland,  though  perhaps  it  fitted  well  with 
the  state  ot  England  then  being,  and  was  readily 
obeyed  through  uie  power  of  the  commander,  whicn 
had  before  subdued  the  people  unto  him,  and  made 
easy  way  to  the  aettling  of  his  will ;  yet  with  the 
state  of  Ireland,  peradventure,  it  doth  not  ao  well 
agree,  being  a  people  rezy  stubborn  and  untamed ; 
or  if  it  were  erer  tamed,  yet  now  lately  having  quite 
ahooken  off  their  yoke,  and  broken  the  bonds  of  their 
bedience.  For  England  (before  the  entrance  of  the 
conqueror)  was  a  peaceable  kingdom,  and  but  lately 
inured  to  the  mild  and  goodly  government  of  Ed- 
ward, aimamed  the  Confessor ;  besides  now  lately 
grown  into  a  loathing  and  detestation  of  the  unjust 
and  tyrannous  rule  of  Harold,  an  usurper,  which 
made  than  the  more  willing  to  accept  of  any  reason- 
able conditions  and  order  of  the  new  victor,  thinking 
aurely  that  it  oould  be  no  worse  than  the  latter,  and 
hoping  well  it  would  be  aa  good  as  the  former :  yet 
what  the  proof  of  first  bringing  in  and  establishing 
of  those  lawa  was,  was  to  many  foil  bitterly  made 
known.  But  with  Ireland  it  is  far  otherwise,  for  it 
is  a  nation  ever  acquainted  with  wars,  though  but 
amongst  themselves,  and  in  their  own  kind  of  mili- 
tary discipline,  trained  up  ever  (rom  their  youths ; 
which  they  have  never  yet  been  taught  to  lay  aside, 
nor  made  to  learn  obedience  unto  laws,  scarcely  to 
know  the  name  of  law,  but  instead  thereof  nave 
alweys  preserved  and  kept  their  own  law,  which  is 
the  Brehon  law. 


EuDQXw — What  is  that  which  yoa  call  iIm 
law?  it  is  a  word  unto  ua  altogether  imkaowB. 

laxir. — It  is  a  rule  of  right  unwritten.  baS  dA 
rered  by  tradition  from  one  to  another,  in  vkkk 
oftentimes  there  appeareth  great  afaew  of  eqntr,  a 
determining  the  right  betwean  party  and  JPvtT^  b«t 
in  many  things  repugning  quite  both  to  God's 
and  man'a :  aa  for  example,  in  the  cane  of 
the  Brehon,  that  is  their  judge,  will  cob 
tween  the  murderer  and  the  friends  of  the 
murdered,  which  proeeeute  the  action,  that  thm  sm- 
leftctor  ahall  give  unto  them,  or  to  the  child  or^ 
of  him  that  is  slain,  a  reoompeose.  whicli 
an  Eriach ;  by  which  vile  bw  of  theira, 
ders  amongst  them  are  made  up  and 
And  this  judge  being  (as  he  is  called)  tba  Lofd's 
Brehoo,  aidjndgeth  for  the  moat  pert  •  becter  ahaie 
unto  hii  lora,  thstis  the  lord  of  the  soil,  or  the  bead 
of  that  aept,  and  also  unto  himself,  for  his  jodlguMar, 
a  greater  portion  than  unto  the  plaintifi  or  partns 
aggrieved. 

Ilunox. — Thiaia  a  moat  wicked  law  indeed ;  bnti 
trust  it  is  not  now  used  in  Ireland  since  the  Idngsot 
Englsnd  have  had  the  absolute  dominion 
establish  their  own  Isws  there. 

Insif. — Yes,  truly,  for  there  be  many  wida 
tries  in  Ireland  which  the  lawa  <^  England 
never  established  in,  nor  any  acknowledgaaent  of 
aubjeetion  made ;  and  also  even  in  those  which  are 
aubdued,  and  aeem  to  acknowledge  BubfecCion.  yvt 
the  same  Brehon  law  is  practised  among  thaaudvca, 
by  reason,  that  dwelling  as  they  do,  wbole  nations 
and  septs  of  the  Irish  together,  without  any  Haglish- 
man  among  them,  they  may  do  what  they  list,  and 
compound  or  altogether  oonoeal  am<mgst  thrmwln  i 
thwr  own  crimes,  of  which  no  notice  can  be  had  by 
them  which  would  and  m^ht  aaaend  the  sami.  by 
the  rule  of  the  lawa  of  England. 

EuDox^ — What  is  this  which  yon  say  ?  And  is 
there  any  part  of  that  realm  or  any  naticm  thetcia, 
which  have  not  yet  been  subdued  to  the  crown  of 
England  ?  Did  not  the  whole  realm  univeraally  ac- 
cept and  acknowledge  our  late  prince  of  foaaoos  me- 
mory, Henry  VIII.,  for  their  only  king  and  liege  load  ? 

Ibsk. — Yes,  verily :  in  a  Paniament  holdeB  in  the 
time  of  Sir  Anthony  SaintpLeger,  then  Lord  Depnty, 
all  the  Irish  lords  and  principal  men  came  in,  aiwl 
being  by  fair  means  wrought  thereunto,  acknow- 
ledged Aing  Henry  for  their  sovereign  lord,  re- 
serving yet  (aa  some  say)  unto  themselves  all  ckeir 
own  former  privileges  aind  seigniories  inviolate. 

EuDox. — Then  by  that  acceptance  of  his  sore. 
reignty  they  also  accepted  of  his  laws.  Why  then 
ahould  any  other  lawa  be  now  used  amongat  thean  ? 

laxN. — ^True  it  is  that  thereby  they  bound  thean- 
selves  to  his  laws  snd  obedience,  and  in  case  it  had 
been  followed  upon  them,  as  it  should  have  hnm, 
and  a  government  thereupon  settled  among  them 
agreeable  thereunto,  they  ahould  have  been  reduced 
to  perpetual  civility,  and  contained  in  continual 
duty.  But  what  boots  it  to  break  a  colt  and  to  Ii-t 
him  straight  run  looae  at  random !  So  were  tfaeae 
people  at  first  well  handled,  and  wisely  brought  to 
scknowledg^  allegiance  to  the  kings  of  England : 
but  being  straight  left  unto  themselves  and  their 
own  inordinate  life  and  manoera.  they  eftsoons 
forgot  what  before  they  were  taught,  and  m>  soon  as 
they  were  out  of  eight,  by  themseNes  sLook  off  iheif 
bridles,  and  hegaa  to  colt  anew,  more  licentiooaly 
than  before. 
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Ei7D0X«^>ItM  ft  greftt  pity,  that  so  good  an  oppor- 
tnnity  was  omitted,  aod  so  happy  an  occa»Lon  tore- 
slacked,  that  miffbt  hare  been  the  eternal  good  of 
the  land.  But  do  they  not  still  acknowledge  that 
submission  1 

1ren.^No,  they  do  not :  for  now  the  heirs  and 
posterity  of  them  which  yielded  the  same,  are  ^as 
they  say)  either  ignorant  thereof,  or  do  wilfully 
den^,  or  stedfastly  disavow  it. 

Euooz.^ — How  can  they  so  do  justly  ?  Doth  not 
the  act  of  the  parent,  in  any  lawful  grant  or  conrey- 
ance,  bind  their  heirs  for  ever  thereunto  ?  Sith  then 
the  aaoestora  of  those,  that  now  live,  yielded  them- 
selves then  subjects  and  liegemen,  shall  it  not  tie 
their  children  to  the  same  snhjection  1 

IniN« — ^Tbey  say  no :  for  their  ancestors  had  no 
estate  in  any  their  lands,  seigniories,  or  heredita- 
ments,  longer  than  during  their  own  lives,  aa  they 
allege;  for  all  the  Irish  do  hold  their  Iwd  kj  Tan- 
utry  ;  which  is  (say  they)  no  mon  but  a  personal 
estate  for  his  life  time,  that  is,  Tmnist,  by  reason  that 
he  is  admitted  thereunto  by  alectxon  of  the  countiy. 

EvDOX<— What  is  this  which  yon  call  Tamtt  and 
Taniihy?  They  be  naoMs  and  terms  never  heard  of 
aor  known  to  us. 

lam.— It  is  a  diatom  amongst  all  the  Irish,  that 
presently  after  the  death  of  any  of  their  chief  lords 
or  captains,  they  do  presently  sssemble  themselves 
to  a  place  generally  ap()ointed  and  known  unto  them, 
to  ooooae  another  in  his  stMd,  where  they  do  nomi- 
nate and  elect,  for  the  most  part,  not  the  eldest  son. 
nor  any  of  tlie  children  of  the  lord  deceased,  bat 
the  next  to  him  of  blood,  that  ia,  the  eldest  and 
worthiest;  aa  commonly  the  next  brother  unto  him, 
if  be  have  any,  or  the  next  eoosin,  or  so  forth,  ss 
any  is  elder  in  that  kindred  or  sept :  and  then  next 
to  him  do  they  choose  the  next  of  the  blood  to  be 
Tattui,  who  shsll  next  succeed  him  in  the  said  cap- 
Cainry,  if  he  live  thereunto. 

Evoox^ — Do  they  not  use  anj  ceremony  in  this 
election?  for  all  barbarous  nations  are  commonly 
great  observers  of  ceremonies  and  superetitioos 
rites. 

lasN.— They  used  to  place  him  that  shall  be  their 
captain,  upon  a  stone  always  reserved  for  that  pur- 
poee,  and  placed  couimonly  upon  a  hill :  in  some  of 
which  I  nave  aeen  formed  and  eogreven  a  foot, 
which  they  say  was  the  measure  of  their  first  cap- 
tain's foot,  whereon  he  standing,  received  an  oath 
to  preaerve  aU  the  ancient  former  customs  of  the 
eoontrv  inviolable,  and  to  deliver  up  the  aucceasion 
peaceably  to  his  TaniMt ;  and  then  hath  a  wand  deli- 
vered onto  him  by  some  whose  proper  office  thst 
is:  after  which,  descending  from  the  stone,  he 
ttmeth  himself  round,  thrice  forward,  and  thrice 
backward. 

Eusox. — ^Bot  how  is  the  Tantit  chosen  1 

Inav^— They  say  he  setteth  but  one  foot  npon  the 
8ton»,  and  reoeiveth  the  like  oath  that  the  captain 
did. 

EvDOX. — Have  yon  ever  heard  what  was  the 
occasion  and  firat  beginning  of  this  custom?  for  it 
is  good  to  know  the  same,  and  may  perhaps  discover 
Bome  secret  meaning  and  intent  therein,  vexy  mate- 
rial to  the  state  of  toat  ffovernment. 

Ibsn.^ — I  have  beara  that  the  be^nning  and 
cattseof  this  ordinance  amongst  the  Irish,  was  spe- 
cssHy  for  the  defence  aod  maintenance  of  their  lands 
Bi  thetr  posterity,  and  for  excluding  all  innovation  or 
afteoaoon  thereof  unto  strangen,  and  specially  to 


the  English.      For  when  their  captain  dieth,  if  the 
seigniorie  should  descend  to  his  child,  and  he  per^ 
haps  an  infant,  another,  perad venture,  would  sfep 
in  between,  or  thrust  him  out  by  strong  hand, 
beinff  then  unable  to  defend  his  right,  or  to  with- 
stand the  force  of  a  foreigner ;  and  therefore  they 
do  appoint  the  eldest  of  the  Idn  to  have  the  seignio- 
rie, for  that  he  commonly  is  s  man  of  stronger 
yeara,  and  better  experience  to  maintain  the  inherit- 
ance, and  to  defend  the  country,  either  against  the 
next  bordering  lords,  which  use  commonly  to  en- 
croach one  upon  another,  as  one  is  stronger ;  or 
sgainst  the  ifnglish,  whidi  they  think  lie  adll  in 
wait  to  wipe  them  out  of  their  lands  snd  territories. 
And  to  this  end,  the  Tanut  is  always  ready  known, 
if  it  should  happen  the  captain  suddenly  to  die,  or 
to  be  slsin  in  battle,  or  to  be  out  of  the  countiy,  to 
defend  and  keep  it  from  all  such  doubts  and  dangers. 
For  which  cause  the  Tanut  hath  alao  a  share  of  the 
country  allotted  unto  him,  and  certain  cuttings  and 
spendings  npon  all  the  inhabitante  under  the  lord. 

EuDOx^^When  I  heard  this  word  TanUt,  itbring- 
eth  to  my  remembrance  what  I  have  read  of  Tania, 
that  it  should  sieniiy  a  province  or  seigniorie,  as 
A^uitenia,  Luaitania,  and  Britannia,  the  which  some 
thmk  to  be  derived  of  Dsnis,  that  is,  from  the 
Danes ;  but,  I  think,  amiss.  But  sure  it  seemeth, 
that  it  oame  anciently  from  those  barbarous  nations 
that  ovw-ran  the  world,  which  possessed  those  do- 
minions, whereof  they  are  now  so  called.  And  so 
it  may  well  be,  that  from  thence  the  fint  original  of 
this  word  Tafifit  and  Tanittry  came,  and  the  custom 
thereof  hath  sithence,  aa  many  odien  else,  been 
continued.  But  to  that  genenl  subjection  of  the 
lend,  whenof  we  formerly  spake,  meseems  that 
thia  custom  or  tenure  can  be  no  bar  nor  impeach- 
ment, aeeing  that  in  open  parliament  by  their  aaid 
acknowledgment  they  waved  the  benefit  thereof,  and 
sabmitted  themselves  to  the  benefit  of  their  new 
sovereign. 

Irbm. — Yea,  but  they  say,  as  I  eret  told  you,  that 
they  reserved  their  titles,  tenures,  snd  seigniories 
whole  and  sound  to  themselves;  and  for  proof 
allege,  that  they  have  ever  sithence  remained  to  them 
untouched,  so  as  now  to  alter  them,  bhould  (say 
they)  be  a  great  wrong. 

£uDox. — What  remedy  is  there,  then,  or  means,  to 
avoid  this  inconveniency?  for,  without  firet  cutting 
off  this  dangerous  custom,  it  seemeth  hard  to  plant 
any  sound  ordinance,  or  reduce  them  to  a  civil  go- 
vernment, aince  all  their  ill  customs  are  permitted 
unto  them. 

Irsn. — Surely  nothing  hard :  for  by  this  act  of 
parliament  whereof  we  speak,  nothing  was  given  to 
xing  Henry  which  he  had  not  before  from  his  sn- 
ceston,  but  only  the  bare  name  of  a  king;  for  all 
other  absolute  power  of  principality  he  haa  in  him- 
self before  derived  from  many  former  kings,  his 
famous  progenitors  and  worthy  conqueron  of  that 
land.  The  which  sithence  they  fint  conquered  and 
by  force  subdued  unto  them,  what  needed  after- 
wards to  enter  into  any  such  idle  terms  with  them 
to  be  called  their  king,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  conqueror  to  teke  npon  himself  what  title  he 
will,  over  his  dominions  conquered?  For  all  is  the 
conqueror's,  as  Tully  to  Brutus  ssith.  Therefore 
(meseems)  instead  of  so  great  and  meritorious  a  ser- 
vice as  they  bosst  they  performed  to  the  king,  in 
bringing  all  the  Irish  to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
liege,  they  did  great  hurt  unto  his  title,  snd  have 
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left  •  perpetnil  gall  in  tb«  mind  of  the  people ;  who 
before  bong  abiolateljboand  to  his  obisdienoet  ere 
now  tied  bat  with  tanni :  wbereea  elae  both  dieir 
lives,  their  lenda,  and  their  Ubertiea  were  in  hia  free 
power,  to  appoint  what  tanoree,  what  lawa,  what 
oonditiona  he  would,  over  them,  which  were  all  hia : 
againat  which  there  could  be  no  rightful  reaiatanoe, 
or  if  there  were,  he  might  when  he  would  eatabliah 
them  with  a  atronger  hand. 

EuDozv^Yea,  but  ^hapa  it  aeemed  better  unto 
that  noble  kmg  to  bnng  them  by  their  own  accord 
to  hia  obedience,  and  to  plant  a  peaceable  gorem- 
ment  amoogat  them,  than  by  aueh  violant  meana  to 
pluck  them  under.  Neither  yet  hath  he  thereby  loat 
anything  that  he  formerly  had ;  for  baling  all  before 
absolutely  in  his  power,  it  lemaineth  ao  atill  unto 
him,  he  having  thereby  neither  fbrgiren  nor  fbre|one 
anything  thereby  unto  them,  but  haTing  receired 
aomethioff  from  them,  that  ia,  a  more  voluntary  and 
loyal  subjection.  So  as  her  maieaty  may  yet,  when 
it  shall  please  her,  alter  anythmg  of  tnoae  fbnner 
ordinances,  or  appoint  other  laws,  that  may  be  more 
both  for  her  own  behoof,  and  for  the  good  of  that 
people. 

Irbn. — Not  so  :  for  it  is  not  so  easy,  now  that 
thinga  are  grown  unto  an  habit,  and  have  their  cer- 
tain course,  to  change  the  channel,  and  turn  their 
streams  another  way :  for  they  have  now  a  colourable 
pretence  to  withstand  innovationa,  having  accepted 
of  other  lawa  and  rules  already. 

EvDOx. — But  you  say  they  do  not  accept  of  them, 
but  delight  rather  to  lean  to  their  old  customs  snd 
Brehan  lawa,  though  they  be  more  unjust,  and  also 
more  inconvenient  for  tne  common  people,  aa  by 
your  late  relation  of  them  I  have  gathered.  Aa  for 
ihe  laws  of  England,  they  are  aurely  most  just  and 
most  agreeable,  both  with  the  government  and  with 
the  nature  of  the  people.  How  falls  it  then  that 
you  seem  to  dialUre  of  them,  aa  not  so  meet  for  that 
realm  of  Ireland  ;  and  not  only  the  common  law,  but 
also  the  stututes  snd  acts  of  parliament,  which  were 
apecially  provided  and  intended  for  the  only  benefit 
thereofi 

Irbk.— I  waa  about  to  have  told  you  my  reason 
therein,  but  that  yourself  drew  me  away  with 
other  questions,  for  I  waa  ahowing  you  by  what 
means  and  by  what  sort,  the  positive  lawa  were  first 
brought  in  and  eatablished  by  the  Norman  con- 
queror; which  were  not  by  him  devised,  nor  applied 
to  the  atate  of  the  realm  then  being,  nor  aa  yet 
might  beat  be  (aa  ahould  by  law-givers  principuly 
be  regarded),  but  were  indeed  the  very  laws  of  his 
own  country  ot  Normsndy, — the  conmtion  whereof 
how  far  it  differeth  from  this  of  England,  ia  appa- 
rent to  every  least  judgmenL  But  to  trsnsfer  Uie 
same  lawa  for  the  government  of  the  realm  of  Ire- 
land, waa  n*uch  more  inconvenient  and  unmeet ; 
for  he  found  a  better  advantaffe  of  the  time,  than 
waa  in  the  planting  of  them  in  Ireland,  and  followed 
the  execution  of  them  with  more  aeverity,  and  waa 
also  preeent  in  person  to  overiook  the  magiatrmtee, 
and  to  overawe  these  subjects  with  the  terror  of  hia 
aword  and  countenance  of  hia  majeaty.  But  not  ao 
in  Ireland,  for  they  were  otherwise  affected,  and 
yet  do  flo  remsin ;  ao  as  the  aame  lawa  (meseesBs) 
can  ill  fit  with  their  disposition,  or  work  that  reform- 
aftioB  that  is  wished.  For  laws  ought  to  be  frahiooed 
«nto  the  mannera  and  conditiona  of  the  people  to 
wtem  they  are  meant,  and  not  to  be  impoeed  upon 
ihem  noooffding  to  the  simple  rule  of  light  i  for  then 
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(as  I  said)  instead  of  good  they  may  workiIl,aid ; 
▼ert  juatioe  to  extreme  mjuatiee.  For  he  that 
the  lawa  of  the  Laeedemoniana  to  theneople  of  Athene 
ahould  find  a  grMt  abenrdity  ana  inconvenuno^ 
For  thoae  lawa  of  Laoedemon  were  devised  by  Ly- 
eui^goB,  aa  most  proper  and  best  a|;reeing  with  that 
*e,  whom  he  knew  to  be  indincd  altogether  to 
wars  ;  and  thsrafbre  wholly  tnfaed  them  up  even 
from  their  cndlea  in  aims  and  militaiy  exerrises, 
clean  contrary  to  the  inacitation  of  Solon,  who,  in  his 
laws  to  the  A  theniana,  laboured  byaDmeanatotsmper 
their  warlike  couragea  with  sweet  ddtghts  of  learn- 
ing and  aeiencea  ;  ao  that  as  much  aa  the  cue  ex* 
celled  in  arma  the  other  exceeded  in  knowledge^ 
The  like  regard  and  moderation  ought  to  be  had  in 
tfimnering  and  managing  this  atnbbom  nation  of  the 
Irian,  to  bring  them  from  their  delimit  of  licentioas 
barbarism  unto  the  love  of  goodneaa  and  civiKty. 

Euoox^ — ^I  canoot  aee  how  that  may  better  be,  than 
by  the  diacipUne  of  the  lawa  of  England :  for  the 
English  were  st  first  as  stout  and  wmiike  a  people 
aa  ever  the  Iriah,  and  yet  you  aee  are  now  broaght 
onto  that  civility,  that  no  nation  in  the  world  exoiel- 
leth  them  in  all  goodly  converaation  and  aU  the  aCitdias 
of  knowledge  and  humani^^. 

Insitw^-What  they  now  be,  both  yon  and  I  aee 
very  well ;  but  by  bow  many  thorny  and  hard  wave 
they  are  come  thereunto,  by  how  many  civil  btoils, 
by  how  many  tumultuous  rebelliona,  that  even 
haaarded  ofkentimea  the  whole  aafety  of  the  king- 
dom, may  eaaily  be  considerBd :  all  which  they 
nevertheless  ftmy  overcame,  by  reaaon  of  thle 
continusl  presence  of  their  kmg;  wboee  only 
person  ia  of^timea  instead  of  an  army,  to  oontain 
the  unruly  people  from  a  thousand  evil  oeeasions, 
which  ihia  wretched  kingdom  for  want  tharsof  ia 
daily  carried  into.  The  which,  whensoerer  they 
make  head,  no  laws,  no  penalties  can  raatrain,  but 
that  they  do  in  the  violence  of  that  fury  trend  down 
and  trample  under  foot  all,  both  divine  and  human 
thinga ;  and  the  lawa  thenmelvee  they  do  specially 
rage  a^  and  rend  In  pieoee,  as  moat  repo^nattt  to 
their  liberty  and  natural  freedom,  which  in  their 
madneaa  thsr  eflecL 

Exjooxw — ^it  ia  then  a  yevy  gnseaaonable  time  to 
pleed  law,  when  swords  ars  in  the  hands  of  the 
vul^,  or  to  think  to  retain  them  with  fear  of 
punishment,  when  thej  look  afler  liberty,  and  shake 
off  all  govemmeoL 

InsM.^ — Then  eo  it  ia  with  Irsiand  ecntinann^, 
Exdoxus ;  for  the  sword  waa  neyer  yel  oat  of  their 
bend:  hot  when  they  are  weary  of  ware,  and 
brought  down  to  extreme  wrslehedneaa,  then  they 
creep  a  little  perhapa,  and  aue  for  gnoe,  till  iher 
have  gotten  new  brsath.aiid  recovered  their  atrangtli 
again ;  ao  aa  it  ia  in  vain  to  ^eak  of  planting  laws^ 
and  plotting  policy,  till  thay  be  alMgeaMr  anbdned* 

Evnoz. — Were  they  not  aoat  the  fiiat  conqiMnng 
of  them  by  Btrongbow,  in  the  limB  of  King  Henry 
the  Second  1  Waa  there  not  a  thorough  way  theft 
made  by  the  aword,  for  tibe  impoaing  of  the  hws 
upon  them?  and  were  th^  not  than  esecated  with 
aueh  a  mighty  hand  aa  you  aaid  waa  used  by  the 
Norman  Ckoquerart  What  odda  ia  then  then  an 
thia  case  !  why  ehonid  not  the  aaaM  lawa  tsh*  aa 
good  effect  on  that  people  aa  they  ^ad  here,  being  in 
like  eott  prepared  by  tbe  aarord,  and  brought  naaa 
by  extrsasi^T  And  why  ahould  thty  not  eonrin— 
in  aa  good  nroa  and  vigour  far  the  mnlaiaawg  nt 
tbe  pallet 
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Jmsitri— «Tbe  mm  ym  i»  not  like,  Irat  there  appetr- 
etfa  greet  odde  between  them ;  for  by  the  conquest 
of  Henxy  II.,  true  it  ie  that  the  Iiish  weie  nttedy 
▼anqolahed  end  eubdoed,  so  ae  no  enemy  was  able 
to  bold  up  head  against  his  power :  in  which  their 
weakness  he  brought  in  his  laws,  and  settled  them 
as  now  they  there  remain,  like  as  William  the  Con- 
queror did ;  so  as  in  thus  much  they  agree,  but  in 
the  rest,  that  is  the  ehiefest,  they  vary.  For  to 
whom  did  King  Henry  II.  oppose  those  laws  1  not 
to  the  Irish,  for  the  most  part  of  them  iled  from  his 
power  into  dssarts  and  mountains,  leaving  the  wide 
oonntiy  to  the  conqueror;  who  in  their  stead 
eltaoottes  placed  Englishmen,  who  possessed  all 
their  lands,  and  did  quite  abut  out  the  Irish,  or  the 
most  part  of  them«  And  to  those  new  inhabitants 
and  colonies,  he  gaire  his  laws,  to  wit,  the  same  law, 
onder  which  they  were  bom  and  bred ;  the  which  it 
was  no  difficulty  to  place  amongst  them,  being 
formerly  well  inured  thereunto,  unto  whom  after- 
wards there  repsired  divers  of  the  poor  distressed 
people  of  the  Irish  for  succour  and  relief:  of  whom, 
such  ss  they  thought  fit  for  labour,  and  industriously 
disposed,  as  the  most  part  of  their  baser  sort  are, 
they  received  unto  them  as  their  vassals,  but 
scarcely  vouchsafod  to  impart  unto  them  the  benefit  of 
those  laws  uader  which  thenuelves  lived,  but  every 
one  made  his  will  and  commandment  a  law  unto  his 
own  vassal.  Thus  was  not  the  law  of  England  ever 
properly  applied  unto  the  Irish  nation,  as  by  a  pur- 
posed plot  of  goremment,  but  as  they  could  msinuate 
and  steal  themselves  under  the  same,  by  their 
bumble  carriage  and  submission. 

Euooz.— How  comes  it  then  to  pess,  that  having 
been  once  so  low  brought,  and  thoroughly  subjected, 
they  afterwards  lifted  up  themselves  so  strongly 
again,  and  sithence,  do  stand  so  stiffly  against  all 
rule  and  government  t 

Irzk«— Tbey  say  that  they  continued  in  that  low-' 
liness*  until  the  time  that  tbe  division  between  the 
two  houses  of  Lancaster  and  York  arose  for  the 
crown  of  England:  At  which  time  all  the  great 
English  lords  and  gentlemen,  which  had  great  pos- 
sessions in  Ireland,  repaired  over  hither  into  Eng- 
land, some  to  succour  their  friends  here,  and  to 
strengthen  their  party  for  to  obtain  the  crown; 
others  (o  defend  their  lands  and  possessions  here 
against  aueh  as  hovered  after  the  same,  upon  hope 
of  the  alteration  of  the  kingdom,  and  success  of  that 
side  which  they  £ivoured  and  affected.  Then  tbe 
Irish,  whom  before  they  had  banished  into  the 
mountsins,  where  they  lived  only  upon  whitt  meats, 
as  it  is  recorded;  seeing  now  their  lands  so  dis- 
peopled and  weakened,  came  down  ioto  ail  the  plains 
adjoining ;  and  thence  expelling  those  fow  EoeUsh 
that  remained,  repossessed  them  again :  since  which 
ifaey  have  remained  in  them,  and  growing  greater, 
have  brought  under  them  many  of  the  Engliah, 
whiob  were  before  their  lords.  This  was  one  of 
tbe  ooeastons  by  which  all  thoae  countries,  which 
lying  near  unto  any  mountains  or  Irish  deserts,  had 
been  pKnted  with  English,  were  shortly  displanted 
and  IcxFt,— as  namely  in  Munater,  all  tbe  lands 
adjoining  unto  Slowlogher,  Arlo,  and  the  Bog  of 
Alton ;  m  Connanght,  all  the  countriea  bordering 
opon  the  Cuiiues,  Mointsiolis,  and  O'Rourke's  coun- 
try ;  io  Leinster,  all  the  lands  bordering  unto  the 
mountains  of  Glaamalour,  unto  Shillelah,  unto  the 
tSracketmb,  and  Polmonte;  in  Ulster,  all  the 
oouatiiee  near  unto  Tiroonnel,  Tyrone,  and  the  Soots. 


EuoQZ^ — Surelr  this  was  a  great  violence :  But 
yet  by  your  speech  it  seemeth  that  only  the  countries 
and  valleys  nesr  adjoining  unto  those  mountains  and 
deserts  were  thus  recovered  by  the  Irish.  But  how 
comes  it  now  that  we  see  almost  all  that  realm 
repossessed  of  them  ?  Were  there  any  more  such  evil 
occasions  growing  by  the  troubles  of  Englsnd  1  Or 
did  Uie  Irish,  out  of  those  placea  so  by  them  gotten, 
break  further,  and  stretch  themselves  out  through 
the  whole  Isndl  For  now,  for  ought  that  I  can 
understand,  there  is  no  psit  but  the  bare  English 
Pale,  in  which  the  Irish  have  not  the  greatest 
footing. 

laiEN.— But  out  of  these  small  beginnings  by 
them  gotten  near  to  the  mountains,  did  they  spread 
themselves  into  the  inland ;  and  also,  to  their  further 
advantage,  there  did  other  like  unhappy  accidents 
happen  out  of  England,  which  gave  heart  and  good 
opportunity  to  them  to  regain  their  old  possessions : 
for  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth,  things 
remained  yet  in  the  same  state  that  they  were  after 
the  late  breaking  out  of  the  Irish,  which  I  spake  of; 
and  that  noble  prince  began  to  cast  an  eye  unto 
Ireland,  and  to  mind  the  reformation  of  thinga  there 
run  amiss.  For  he  sent  oyer  his  brother,  the  wor» 
thy  Duke  of  Clarence ;  who  having  married  the  heir 
of'^the  Earl  of  Ulster,  and  by  hn'  having  all  the 
earldom  of  Ulster,  and  much  m  Meath  and  in  Mun- 
ater, very  carefully  went  about  the  redressing  of  all 
those  late  evils  :  and  though  he  could  not  beat  out 
the  Irish  again,  by  reason  of  his  short  continuance, 
yet  he  did  abut  them  up  within  those  narrow  cor- 
ners and  glens,  under  the  mountain's  foot,  in  which 
they  lurked  ;  and  so  kept  them  from  breaking  any 
further,  by  building  atrong  holds  upon  every  bor- 
der, and  fortifying  all  paasages, — amongst  the 
which,  he  repairad  the  Castle  of  Clare  in  Thomond, 
of  which  country  he  had  the  inheritance,  and  of 
Mortimer's  Lands  sdjoining ;  which  is  now  (by  the 
Irish)  called  Killala.  But  the  times  of  that  good 
long  growing  also  troublesome,  did  let  the  thorough 
reformation  of  all  things.  And  thereunto,  soon 
after,  was  added  another  fatal  mbchief,  which 
wrought  a  greater  calamity  than  all  the  former.  For 
the  said  Duke  of  Clarence,  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  was  by  practice  of  evil  persons  about  the 
king  his  brother,  called  thence  away ;  and  soon  after 
by  sinister  means,  wsa  clean  made  away  ;  presently 
after  whose  death,  all  the  North  revolting,  did  set 
up  O'Neal  for  their  captain,  being  before  that  of 
small  power  and  regard ;  and  there  arose  in  that 
part  of  Thomond,  one  of  the  0*Briens,  called  Mur- 
rogh  en  Ranagh :  that  is,  Morrice  of  the  Fern,  or 
waste  wild  places ;  who,  gathering  unto  him  all  the 
reliques  of  tbe  discontented  Irish,  eftsoones  sur- 
prised the  said  castle  of  Clare,  burnt  and  spoiled  all 
the  English  there  dwelling ;  and  in  abort  space, 
poaseased  all  that  country,  beyond  river  of  Shannon, 
and  near  adjoining.  Whence  ahortly  breaking  forth 
like  a  sudden  tempest,  he  overran  all  Monster  end 
Connaught ;  brealong  down  all  the  holds  and  for- 
tresses  of  the  Engliu,  defscing  and  utterly  aubvert- 
ing  all  corporate  towns,  that  were  not  strongly 
walled :  for  thoee,  he  had  no  means  nor  engines  to 
overthrow ;  neither  indeed  would  he  stay  at  all  about 
them,  but  apeedily  ran  forward,  oountiog  his  sudden- 
ness his  most  advantage,  that  he  might  overtake  the 
English  before  they  could  fortify  or  gather  them- 
selves togedier.  So  in  short  spece  he  clesn  wiped 
out  many  great  towns,  as  first  Inchequin,  than  Kil- 
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hk,  before  celled  Cleriford,  elio  Thorlet,  Mourne,  i 
Batterent,  end  meny  oUiere,  whoee  nemee  I  cennot 
remember,  end  of  eome  of  which  there  if  now  do 
memonr  or  ngn  remeining.  Upon  report  whereof, 
there  flocked  unto  him  ell  the  scorn  of  the  Irish  oat 
of  tU  places,  that  ere  long  he  had  a  mighty  army, 
and  thence  marched  forth  into  Leinster,  wiiere  be 
wronght  great  ontrages,  wasting  all  the  conntiy 
where  he  went ;  for  it  was  his  poli<^  to  leaye  no 
hold  behind  him,  but  to  make  all  plain  and  waste. 
In  the  which  he  soon  after  created  himself  king, 
and  was  called  King  of  all  Ireland  ;  which  before 
bim  I  do  not  read  that  any  did  so  generally,  bat  only 
Edward  le  Brace. 

Evoox. — What  I  was  there  erer  any  general  king 
of  all  Ireland  1  I  neyer  heard  it  before,  but  that  it 
waa  olwaya  (whilat  it  was  under  the  Irish)  dirided 
into  four,  and  sometimes  into  6ye  kingdoms  or  do- 
minions. Bat  this  Edward  le  Brace,  what  was  he, 
that  could  make  himself  king  of  all  Ireland  T 

IiiiM<— I  would  tell  jrou,  in  case  you  would  not 
challenge  me  anon  for  forgetting  the  matter  which  I 
had  in  hand ;  that  is,  Uie  inconrenience  and  unfit- 
ness  which  I  supposed  to  be  in  the  law  of  the  land. 

EuDox^— No  surely,  I  haye  no  cause,  for  neither 
is  this  impertinent  thereunto ;  for  sithence  you  did 
set  your  course  (as  I  remember  in  your  first  part)  to 
treat  of  theeTils  which  hindered  the  peace  and  gfood- 
ordering  of  that  land :  amongst  which,  that  of  the 
inconrenience  in  the  laws,  was  the  first  which  you 
had  in  hand ;  this  discourse  of  the  orerrunning  and 
wasting  of  the  realm,  is  rery  material  thereunto,  for 
that  it  was  the  beginning  of  all  the  other  erila  which 
sithence  have  afflicted  that  land,  and  opened  a  way 
unto  the  Irish  to  recover  their  possession,  snd  to 
beat  out  the  English  which  had  formerly  won  the 
same.  And  besides,  it  will  givea  ^TMt  light  both  unto 
the  second  snd  third  pert ;  which  is,  the  redress- 
ing of  those  evils,  ana  planting  of  some  good  form 
or  policy  therein,  by  renewing  the  remembrance  of 
these  occasions  snd  accidents,  by  which  those  rains 
happened  :  and  laying  before  us  the  ensamples  of 
those  times,  to  be  compared  to  ours,  and  to  be  warned 
by  those  which  shall  hare  to  do  in  the  like.  Therefore 
I  pray  yon  tell  them  unto  us ;  and  as  for  the  point 
where  you  left,  I  will  not  forget  afterwaros  to 
call  you  buck  again  thereunto. 

Irbn. — This  Edward  le  Brace  was  brother  of 
Robert  le  Brace,  who  was  King  of  Scotland,  at 
auch  time  as  King  Edward  the  Second  reigned  here 
in  England,  and  hne  a  most  malicious  and  spiteftil 
miod  against  King  Edward,  doing  him  all  the  scathe 
that  he  could,  and  annoying  his  territories  of  Eng- 
land, whilst  he  waa  troubled  with  ciril  wars  of 
his  barons  at  home.  He  also,  to  work  him  ihe  more 
mischief,  sent  over  his  said  brother  Edward  with  a 
power  of  Scots  and  red-shanks  into  Irelsnd ;  where 
by  the  means  of  the  Lacies,  and  of  the  Irish,  with 
whom  the^r  combined,  they  got  footing :  and  gather- 
ing unto  him  all  the  scatterhngs  and  outlaws  out  of 
sll  the  woods  and  mountains,  in  which  they  long 
had  lurked,  marched  forth  into  the  English  pale, 
which  then  was  chiefly  in  the  north  ftom  the  point 
of  Donluce,  end  beyond  unto  Dublin :  haying  in 
the  midst  of  her  Knookforgus,  Belfost,  Annagh,  and 
Carlingford ;  which  are  now  the  most  out-bounds 
and  abandoned  places  in  the  English  pale,  and  indeed 
not  counted  of  the  English  pale  at  all ;  for  it 
•tretcheth  now  no  ftirther  than  Dundalk  towards 
the  north.    There  the  said  Edward  le  Brace  spoiled 


and  burnt  all  the  old  English  pale  inhalutnnts,  and 
sacked  and  raied  all  citiea  and  corpotat*  towns ;  no 
leaa  than  Mnrrough  eo  Ranagh,  of  whom  I  erst 
told  you :  for  he  wasted  Belfost,  Green-Caatle, 
Kelles,  Beltnibut,  Caatletown,  Newton,  and  many 
other  Teiy  good  towns  and  atrong  holda :  he  rooted 
out  the  noble  families  of  the  Andliea,  Talbota, 
Tuchets,  Chamberlains,  Maundeyilles,  and  tha 
Sayagee,  out  of  Ardee ;  though  of  the  Lord  Savagv 
there  remaineth  yet  an  heir,  uat  is  now  a  poor  gen- 
tleman of  Tery  mean  eonditioo,  yet  dwelling  in  tha 
Ardea.  And  ooming  lastly  to  Dundalk,  he  there 
made  himself  king,  and  mgnad  the  apace  of  one 
whole  year ;  until  that  Edward  King  of  Engfamd, 
haying  some  quiet  in  his  affiurs  at  home,  sent  otst 
the  £»rd  John  Birmingham  to  be  general  of  the 
wars  againat  him ;  who  enoountering  faia  near  to 
Dundau,  overthrew  bia  army/and  slew  him.  Aleo 
he  presently  followed  the  yietory  so  hotly  upon  the 
Scots,  that  he  auifcrBd  them  not  to  bnathe,  or  ga- 
ther themselyea  together  again,  until  they  came  to 
the  sen  ooast.  NotwithsSuiding,  all  the  way  that 
they  fled,  for  yery  rancour  and  deapite,  is  their 
retun ,  they  utterly  consumed  and  wasted  whataoerer 
they  had  before  left  unspoiled ;  so  as,  of  all  towns, 
nasties,  forta,  biidges,  and  halatationa,  they  left  not 
any  atick  atanding,  nor  any  people  remaining:  for 
those  fow  which  yet  survived,  fled  from  their  fury 
ftirther  into  the  English  pale  that  now  is.  Thus 
waa  all  that  goodly  oountry  utterly  wasted.  And 
sure  it  is  yet  a  moat  beautini]  and  aweet  country  aa 
any  is  under  Heaven,  being  stored  throughcNit  with 
many  goodly  rivers,  replenished  with  aD  aorta  of 
fish  most  abundantly  ;  aprinkled  with  manj  yeiy 
sweet  islands  and  gONMUy  lakea,  like  little  mland 
aeaa,  that  will  cany  even  ahipa  upon  their  waten ; 
adoraed  with  poodly  woods,  even  fit  for  building  of 
bouses  and  ships,  so  commodiously,  aa  that  if  some 

Erincea  in  the  world  had  them,  they  would  aoon 
ope  to  be  lords  of  sll  the  seas,  and  ere  Umg  of  all 
the  worid :  also  ftill  of  very  good  ports  and  naTeoa 
opening  upon  England,  as  inviting  us  to  come  onto 
them,  to  see  what  excdlent  commoditiea  that  conn- 
tiy can  aiFord ;  beaidea  the  eoil  itself  most  fertile, 
fit  to  yield  all  kind  of  fiuit  that  ahall  be  committed 
thereunto  ;  and  lastly,  the  hcayena  most  mild  and 
temperate,  though  aomawhat  more  moist  than  the 
parts  towards  the  west. 

Evnox. — ^Traly,  Ireo,  what  with  your  praises  of 
the  country,  and  what  with  your  diaoourae  of  the 
lamentable  deaolation  thereot  made  by  those  Scots, 
you  haye  filled  me  vdth  a  great  eompaaaioo  of  their 
calamities,  that  I  do  much  pity  that  sweet  land,  to 
be  subject  to  so  many  cTils,  aa  1  aee  more  and  more 
to  be  laid  upon  her,  and  do  half  begin  to  think,  that 
it  ia  (as  you  said  at  the  beginning)  ber  fotal  aaiafoi^ 
tune,  abore  all  other  countries  that  I  know,  to  be 
thua  miserably  tossed  snd  tnrmoiled  with  theee 
yariable  storms  of  affliction.  But  aince  we  are  thua 
far  entered  into  the  conaideiation  of  her  mishaps, 
tell  me,  have  there  been  any  more  ■nch  tempeata  aa 
you  term  them,  wherein  she  hath  thua  wretchedly 
been  wrecked  1 

Irkn^ — ^Many  moTB,  Got  wot,  haye  there  been } 
in  which  principal  parts  have  been  rent  and  torn 
asunder,  but  none  (as  I  can  remember)  so  uniyersal 
aa  this.  And  yet  the  rebellion  of  Tbomaa  F&ta- 
Garret  did  well  nigh  stretch  itself  into  all  porta  of 
Ireland.  But  that  which  win  ia  the  ttmta  of  the 
goyenment  of  the  Lord  Grey,  mm  autely  no  teaa 
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e«n«r»l  than  all  tboie ;  for  there  was  no  part  free 
from  the  contagion,  but  all  conspired  in  one  to  oast 
off  their  subjection  to  the  crown  of  England.  Never- 
theless,  through  the  most  wise  and  riJiant  handling 
of  Uiat  right  noble  lord,  it  got  not  the  head  which 
the  former  evils  found;  for  in  them  the  realm  was 
left  like  a  ship  in  a  etorm,  amidst  all  the  raging 
surges,  unruleid  and  undirected  of  any :  for  they  to 
whom  she  was  committed,  either  fainted  in  their 
labour,  or  forsook  their  charge.  But  he  (like  a 
moat  wise  pilot)  kept  her  course  carefully,  and 
held  her  most  stronely  even  against  those  roaring 
billows,  that  he  safek  brought  her  out  of  all ;  so  as 
long  after,  even  by  the  space  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
whole  years,  she  rode  at  peace,  through  his  only 
pains  and  excellent  endurance,  however  envy  list  to 
olntter  against  him.  But  of  this  we  shall  have  mora 
occaaion  to  speak  in  another  place.  Now  (if  you 
please)  let  us  return  again  unto  our  first  course. 

EoDOz.*— Truly  I  am  verv  glad  to  hear  your  judg- 
ment of  the  government  of  that  honourable  man  so 
wnndly ;  for  I  have  beard  it  oftentimes  maligned, 
and  his  doings  depraved  of  some,  who  (I  perceive) 
did  rather  of  malicious  mind,  or  private  grievance, 
Keek  to  detract  from  the  honour  of  his  deeds  and 
counsels,  than  of  any  just  cause :  but  he  was,  never- 
theless, in  the  judgments  of  all  good  and  wise  men, 
defended  and  maintained.  And  now  that  he  is  dead, 
his  immortal  fame  surviveth,  and  flouxisheth  in  the 
mouths  of  all  people,  that  even  those  which  did 
backbite  him.  are  checked  with  their  own  venom, 
and  break  their  galls  to  hear  his  so  honourable  re- 
port. But  let  him  rest  in  peace,  and  turn  we  to  our 
more  troublesome  matten  of  discourse,  of  which  1 
am  right  sorry  that  you  make  so  short  an  end,  and 
covet  to  pass  over  to  your  former  purposes :  for 
there  be  many  other  parts  of  Ireland  which  1  have 
heard  have  been  no  less  vexed  with  the  like  storms, 
than  these  which  yon  have  treated  of;  as  the  coun- 
tries of  the  Bimes  and  Tooles,  near  Dublin,  with  the 
insolent  outrages  and  spoils  of  Feagh  mac  Hugh ; 
the  countries  of  Catherlagh,  Wexford,  and  Water- 
ford,  by  the  Cavenaghs.  The  countries  of  Ltix, 
Kilkenny,  and  Kildare,  by  the  O'Moores.  The 
oonntriaa  of  Ofaly  end  Longford,  by  the  Connors. 
The  countries  of  Westmsath,  Cavan,  and  Lowth, 
by  the  O'Relyea,  the  Kellyes,  and  many  others. 
So  as  the  discoursing  of  them,  besides  the  pleasure 
which  would  redound  out  of  their  history,  be  also 
rery  profitable  for  matten  of  policy. 

tjtKi*^— All  this  which  you  nave  named,  and  many 
more  besidee,  oftentimes  have  I  right  well  known, 
and  yet  often  do  kindla  great  fires  of  tumultuous 
broila  in  the  conatriea  bordering  upon  them.  All 
which  to  reheane,  should  rather  be  to  chronicle 
dmea,  than  to  search  into  reformation  of  abuses 
in  that  realm  ;  and  yet  very  needful  it  will  be  to 
consider  them,  and  the  evils  which  they  have  often 
stirred  op,  that  some  redress  thereof,  and  prevention 
of  the  evils  to  come,  mav  thereby  rather  be  devised. 
But  I  suppose  we  shall  have  a  fitter  opportunity  for 
the  same,  when  we  shall  speak  of  the  particular 
abuses  aod  enormities  of  the  government,  which 
will  be  next  after  these  general  defects  and  inconve- 
nienoee,  which  I  said  were  in  the  laws,  customs, 
•nd  religxon* 

Etmox^^Oo  to  them,  a  Ood*8  name,  and  follow 
the  eonrae  which  you  have  promised  to  yourself; 
for  it  fitteth  beat,  I  must  confess,  with  the  purpose 
of  our  difconrae*    Declare  vour  opinion,  as  you  be- 


gsn  about  the  laws  of  the  realm,  what  incommodity 
you  have  conceived  to  be  them,  chiefly  in  the  com- 
mon law,  which  I  would  have  thought  most  free  from 
all  such  dtslike. 

iKBNd — ^llie  common  law  is  (as  I  said  before)  of 
itself  most  rightful  and  very  convenient  (I  suppose) 
for  the  kingdom,  for  which  it  was  first  devised :  for 
this  ( I  think)  as  it  seems  reasonable,  that  out  of 
your  mannen  of  vour  people  and  abuses  of  your 
countrvi  for  whicn  they  were  invented,  they  take 
their  first  beginning,  or  else  they  should  be  most 
unjust ;  for  no  laws  of  man  (according  to  the  straight 
rule  of  right)  are  just,  but  ss  in  regard  of  the  evils 
which  they  prevent,  and  the  safety  of  the  common- 
weal, which  they  provide  for.  As  for  example,  in 
your  true  balancing  of  justice,  it  is  a  flat  wrong  to 
punish  the  thought  or  purpose  of  any,  before  it  be 
enacted  ;  for  true  justice  punisheth  nothing  but  the 
evil  act  or  wicked  word:  but  by  the  laws  of  all 
kingdoms  it  is  a  capital  crime  to  devise  or  purpose 
the  death  of  your  king ;  the  reason  is,  for  that  when 
such  a  purpose  is  eflfected,  it  should  then  be  too  late 
to  devise  thereof,  end  should  turn  the  commonwealth 
to  more  loss  bv  the  death  of  their  prince,  than  such 

{punishment  ot  the  mslefttctors.  And  therefore  the 
aw  in  that  case  punisheth  the  thought ;  for  better  is 
a  mischief  than  an  inconvenience.  So  tha(,Jus  poli» 
tieum,  though  it  be  not  of  itself  just,  yet  by  applica- 
tion, or  rather  necessity,  it  is  made  just :  and  this 
only  respect  maketh  all  laws  just.  Now  then,  if 
these  laws  of  Ireland  be  not  likewise  applied  and 
fitted  for  that  realm,  they  are  sure  very  inconvenient. 
EuDOZ.— Vou  reason  strongly:  but  what  unfit- 
ntss  do  you  find  in  them  for  that  realm!  Show  ua 
some  particulars. 

Irbn^— The  common  law  appointeth,  that  alltrials» 
as  well  of  crimes,  as  titles  and  right,  ahall  be  made 
by  verdict  of  a  iury,  chosen  out  of  the  honest  and 
most  substantial  freeholden.  Now,  most  of  the 
freeholders  of  that  realm  are  Irish,  which  when  the 
cause  shall  fall  betwixt  an  Englishman  and  an  Irish, 
or  between  the  queen  and  any  freeholder  of  that 
country,  they  make  no  mora  scruple  to  pass  against 
an  Englishmsn  and  the  queen,  though  it  be  to  strain 
their  oaths,  than  to  drink  milk  unstrained.  So  that 
before  the  jury  go  together,  it  is  all  to  nothing  what 
the  verdict  shall  be.  The  trial  have  I  so  often  seen, 
that  I  dare  confidently  avouch  the  abuse  thereof. 
Yet  is  the  law  of  itself  (as  I  ssid)  good,  and  the 
firat  institution  thereof  being  given  to  all  English- 
men very  rightfully  ;  but  now  that  the  Irish  have 
stepped  into  the  very  rooms  of  our  English,  we  are 
now  to  become  heedful  and  provident  of  our  juries. 

Evoox. — In  sooth,  Ireneus,  yon  have  discovered 
a  point  worthy  consideration :  for  hereby  not  only 
the  English  subject  findeth  no  indifferency  in  de- 
ciding of  his  cause,  be  it  never  so  just ;  but  the 
queen,  ss  well  in  sll  pleas  of  the  crown,  as  also  in 
inquiries  for  escheats,  lands  attainted,  wardships, 
concealments,  and  all  such  like,  is  abused  and  ex- 
ceedingly damsged. 

I  KEN. — You  say  very  true ;  for  I  dare  undertake, 
that  at  this  day  there  are  more  attainted  lands  con- 
cealed from  her  majesty,  than  she  hath  'now  posses- 
sions in  all  Ireland.  And  it  is  no  small  inconve- 
nience :  for,  besides  thstshe  loseth  so  much  land  aa 
should  turn  to  her  great  profit,  she  besides  loseth  so 
many  good  subjects,  which  might  be  assured  unto 
her,  ss  those  lands  would  yiMd  inhabitanta  and 
living  unto 
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EvDOZ^ — Bat  doth  mtny  of  that  people  (njyon) 
make  no  more  conecieDce  to  perjure  themaelTee  in 
their  Terdieti,  end  damn  their  •onlaY 

Irim. — Not  only  w  in  their  Terdicta,  but  alao  in 
all  other  their  deaunei,  eapeciaDy  with  the  Engliab, 
they  are  moet  wilfully  bent :  for  though  they  will 
not  aeem  manifeatlT  to  do  it,  yet  will  eome  one  or 
other  aubtle-headea  fellow  amongst  them  put  khuo 
quirkt  or  deriae  aome  OTaaion,  whereof  the  reat 
will  likely  take  hold,  and  suffer  themselrea  eaafly  to 
be  led  by  him  to  that  themselrea  desired.  For  in 
the  most  appsient  matter  that  may  be,  the  least 
question  or  doubt  that  may  be  mot ed,  will  make  a 
atop  unto  them,  end  put  them  quite  out  of  the  way. 
Besides  that  of  themseUes  (for  the  most  part)  they 
are  so  cauteloaa  and  wily-beaded,  especially  being 
men  of  so  small  experience  and  practice  in  law- 
matters,  that  you  would  wonder  whence  they  borrow 
such  subtleties  and  sly  shifU. 

EuDox. — But  methinks  this  ineonvenienee  might 
be  much  helped  in  the  judges  and  chief  magistrates, 
which  have  the  choosing  snd  nominating  of  those 
furon,  if  they  would  hare  dared  to  appoint  either 
most  Englishmen,  or  such  Irishmen  as  were  of  the 
soundest  judgment  and  disposition ;  for  no  doubt 
but  some  there  be  incorruptible. 

laaNd — Some  there  be  indeed,  aa  you  say ;  but 
then  would  the  Iriah  party  cry  out  of  partiality,  and 
complain  he  hath  no  justice,  he  is  not  usea  aa  a 
aubiect,  he  is  not  suffered  to  have  the  free  benefit 
of  the  law  ;  and  these  outcries  the  magistrates  there 
do  much  diun,  as  thej  hare  cause,  since  they  are 
readily  hearkened  unto  here:  neither  can  it  be,  indeed, 
although  the  Irish  party  would  be  so  contented  to  be 
10  compassed,  that  such  English  freeholden,  which 
are  but  few,  and  such  faithful  Irishmen,  which  are 
indeed  aa  few,  aliall  always  be  chosen  for  trials ; 
for  being  so  f^w,  they  should  be  made  wear^  of 
their  freeholda.  And,  therefore,  a  good  care  la  to 
be  had,  by  all  good  occasions,  to  increase  their 
number,  and  to  plant  more  by  them.  But  were  it 
so,  that  the  juron  could  be  picked  out  of  such  choice 
men,  aa  you  desire,  thia  would  noTertheless  be  as 
bad  a  corruption  in  tiie  trial ;  for  the  eridence  being 
brought  in  hj  the  baaer  Irish  people,  will  be  aa 
deceitful  as  ue  Terdiet :  for  they  care  much  leaa 
than  the  othen  what  they  awear,  and  aura  their 
lords  may  compel  them  to  say  anything ;  for  I  my« 
self  have  heard,  when  one  of  the  baaer  sort  (which 
they  call  churls)  being  challenged  and  reproved  for 
his  false  oath,  hath  answered  confidently,  that  his 
lord  commanded  liim,  and  it  waa  the  least  thing  that 
he  could  do  for  bis  lord,  to  swear  for  him  :  So  un- 
conscionable are  these  common  people,  snd  so  little 
feeling  have  they  of  God,  or  their  own  souls*  good. 

EuDOZ^ — It  is  a  most  misenble  caae ;  bat  what 
help  can  there  be  in  this?  For  though  the  manner 
of  their  trials  should  be  altered,  yet  the  proof  of 
everything  must  needs  be  by  the  testimony  of  such 
persona  as  the  partiea  ahsll  produce ;  which  if  they 
ahall  be  corrupt,  how  can  tnere  erer  any  light  of 
the  truth  upptrntl  What  remedy  ia  there  for  thia 
evil,  but  to  make  heavy  laws  and  penaltiea  against 
jurors  t 

Irbn.^I  think  sore  that  will  do  small  good  ;  for 
when  a  people  be  inclined  to  any  vice,  or  have  no 
touch  of  conscience,  nor  sense  of'  their  evil  doings, 
it  is  bootless  to  think  to  restrain  them  by  any  penal- 
ties or  fear  of  punishment ;  but  either  the  occasion 
is  to  be  taken  away,  or  a  more  undentanding  of  the 


right,  and  ahame  of  the  ftnh,  to  be  impriiitpi  For 
if  that  Lyenrgua  should  have  made  H  des*l»  lw»  the 
LaeedeDonianii  to  ateal,  they  being  a  pml*  wldch 
natarelly  dehgfated  in  atealth ;  or  it  ahoald  be  made 
a  capital  erime  for  the  Flemings  Co  be  taken  in 
drankeoneaa ;  there  ahoald  have  been  few  Laoede- 
mftniM>«  iiieB  left,  and  few  Flemmgs  now.  So  im- 
possible it  is  to  rsmore  any  fault  ao  general  in  a 
people,  with  tenor  of  lawa  or  most  aharp  reatrainta. 

Eunox^ — What  meana  may  there  be  then  to  avoid 
this  inoonvenienceT  for  the  case  seems  very  hard. 

Irxnw — We  are  not  yet  eome  to  the  point  to  devise 
remediea  for  the  evils,  but  only  have  now  to  recount 
them  ;  of  the  wkaeh,  thia  which  I  have  told  you  is 
one  defect  in  the  common  law. 

EirooXd — ^Tell  na  then  (I  pray  yon)  further,  have 
you  any  more  of  thia  sort  in  the  oommon  law  I 

Irbn. — By  rehearsal  of  this,  I  remember  also  of 
another  like,  which  I  have  ofW  obeerved  in  triaU, 
to  have  wrought  great  hurt  and  hindimee ;  and  that 
ia,  the  exceptions  which  the  common  law  alloweth 
a  felon  in  his  trial :  for  he  may  have  (aa  yon  know) 
fifty-six  exceptions  peremptory  against  the  jurors, 
of  which  he  shall  show  no  cause.  By  which  shift 
there  being  (as  I  have  ahowed  you)  ao  amall  store 
of  honest  joiy-men,  he  will  either  put  off  his  trial,  or 
drive  it  to  such  men  aa,  perh^M,  are  not  of  the 
soundest  sort ;  by  whoae  means,  if  he  can  acquit 
himaelfof  the  crime,  aa  he  is  likely,  then  will  he 
plague  such  aa  were  brought  firet  to  be  of  hia  jury, 
and  all  such  aa  msde  any  party  against  him :  and 
when  he  comes  forth,  he  will  make  their  oowa  and 
garroDs  to  walk,  if  he  do  no  other  harm  to  their 
pereons. 

EuDox. — ^This  is  a  sly  device,  but  I  think  might 
soon  be  remedied ;  but  we  must  leave  it  a  while  to 
the  rest  In  the  meanwhile,  do  you  go  forwards 
with  others. 

I  REN. — There  ia  another  no  leaa  inoonv 
than  this,  which  ia,  Uie  trial  of  ae< 
felony;  fbr  by  the  common  law,  the 
cannot  be  proceeded  againat,  till  the  principal  have 
received  bis  trial.  Now  to  the  caae,  how  it  often 
falleth  out  in  Ireland,  that  a  atealth  being  made  by 
a  rebel,  or  an  outlaw,  the  atolen  gooda  are  ooavayed 
to  some  hnabsndman  or  gentleman,  whieh  hadi  well 
to  take  to,  and  yet  liveth  most  by  the  raceipc  of  such 
stealths,  where  they  nre found  by  theowner,and  han- 
dled :  whereupon  the  party  is  perhaps  appebended, 
and  committed  to  gaol,  or  nut  upon  suretiea,  till  the 
seesions ;  at  whi<£  time,  tne  owner  preferring  a  bill 
of  indictment,  proveth  sulSeiently  the  stMdth  to 
have  been  committed  upon  him  by  such  an  outlaw, 
and  to  have  been  found  in  the  poseession  of  the 

Erisoner ;  sgainst  whom,  nevertheiees,  no  ooorse  of 
iw  can  proceed,  nor  trial  can  be  had,  fbr  that  the 
principal  thief  ia  not  to  be  gottsn ;  notwitbatanding 
that  he  likewise,  atanding  perhapa  indicted  at  once 
with  the  receiver,  being  in  rebellion,  or  ia  th*  wooda, 
where  peradventnre  he  ia  alsin  before  he  can  be 
gotten,  and  ao  the  receiver  dean  aoqnitted  and  die- 
charged  of  die  crime.  By  whieh  meana  the  Aierea 
are  greatly  encouresed  to  steal,  and  their  maantaineaa 
emboldened  to  receive  their  ateolths.  knowing  how 
hardly  they  can  be  brought  to  any  trial  of  law. 

EuDox. — Truly  this  is  a  great  iaconvcnieoee,  and 
a  great  cause  (as  you  say^  of  themaintenaooe  of 
thieves,  knowing  their  rsceiven  alwaya  ready »  for 
were  there  no  reoeiven,  there  would  no  to  tmvca. 
But  this  (mea* — ^  -'-"^^  -lafly  be  provided  for 
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by  tome  act  of  parliament,  that  the  reeeiyer  beine 
convicted  by  good  proofs,  might  receive  his  trial 
without  the  pnncipat. 

lRSNw«->Yoa  say  very  well,  Eudox,  but  that  is 
almost  impossiUe  to  be  compassed :  and  herein  also 
you  discover  another  impertection  in  the  course  of 
the  common  law,  and  first  ordinance  of  the  realm  : 
for  you  know  that  the  said  parliament  must  consist 
of  the  peers,  geatlemen,  freeholders,  and  burgesses 
of  that  realm  itself.  Mow  these  being  perhaps 
themselves,  or  the  most  part  of  them  (as  may  seem 
by  their  stiff  withstanding  of  this  act),  culpable  of 
this  crime,  or  favourers  of  their  friends,  which  are 
■uch,  by  whom  their  kitchens  are  sometimes  amended, 
will  not  suffer  any  such  statute  to  pass.  Yet  hath 
it  oftentimes  been  attempted,  and  in  the  time  of  Sir 
John  Parrott  very  eamestl7(I  remember)  laboured, 
but  could  by  no  means  be  effected.  And  not  only 
this,  but  many  other  like,  which  are  as  needful  for 
the  reformation  of  that  realm. 

Eudox. — This  also  is  surely  a  great  defect,  but 
we  may  not  talk  (you  say)  of  the  rwressiog  of  this, 
until  our  second  part  come,  which  is  purposely  ap- 
pointed thereunto.  Therefore  proceed  to  the 
recounting  of  more  such  evils,  if  at  least  you  have 
any  more. 

Irek. — There  is  also  a  great  inconvenience, 
which  hath  wrought  gpreat  damage,  both  to  her  Ma- 
jesty, and  to  that  commonwealth,  through  close  and 
colourable  conveyances  of  the  lands  and  goods  <^ 
traitors,  felons,  and  fugitives.  As  when  one  of 
them  mindeth  to  go  into  rebellion,  he  will  convey  away 
all  his  lands  and  lordships  to  feoffees  in  trust,  where- 
by he  reserveth  to  himself  but  a  state  for  term  of  life ; 
which  being  determined  either  by  the  sword  or  by  the 
halter,  their  land  straight  cometh  to  their  heir,  and 
the  queen  is  defrauoed  of  the  intent  of  the  law, 
which  laid  that  grievous  punishment  upon  traitors, 
to  forfeit  all  their  lands  to  the  prince,  to  the  end 
that  men  might  the  rather  be  terrified  from  commit- 
ting treasons :  for  many  which  would  little  esteem 
of  their  own  lives,  yet  for  remorse  of  their  wives 
and  children  would  be  withheld  from  that  heinous 
crime,  lliis  appeared  plainly  in  the  late  Earl  of 
Desmond.  For  before  his  breaking  forth  into  opep 
rebellion,  he  had  conveyed  secretly  all  his  lands  to 
feoffees  in  trust,  in  hope  to  have  cut  off  her  majes^ 
from  the  escheat  of  his  lands. 

EvDox. — Yea,  but  that  was  well  enough  avoided, 
for  the  act  of  parliament  which  ffave  all  bis  lands  to 
the  queen,  did  (as  I  have  heard)  cut  off  and  fms- 
trate  all  such  conveyances,  as  had  at  any  time  by  the 
space  of  twelve  years  before  his  rebellion,  been 
made ;  within  the  coinpass  whereof,  the  fraudulent 
feoffment,  and  many  the  like  of  others  his  accom- 
plioea  and  fellow-traiton,  were  contsined. 

Irsn« — Very  true ;  but  how  hardly  that  act  of 
parliament  was  wrought  out  of  them,  1  can  witness ; 
and  were  it  to  be  psissed  again,  I  dare  undertake  it 
would  never  be  compassed.  But  were  it  also  that 
such  acts  might  be  easily  brought  to  pass  against 
traitors  and  felons,  yet  were  it  not  an  endless  trouble 
that  no  traitor  or  felon  should  be  attainted,  but  a 
parliament  most  be  called  for  bringing  of  his  lands 
to  the  queen,  which  the  common  law  giveth  her  T 

Eudox — ^Tben  this  is  no  fault  of  the  common 
law,  but  of  the  persons  which  work  this  fraud  to  her 
maiesty? 

iRxv.— Yes,  marry,  for  the  common  law  hath  lef^ 
them  this  benefit,  whereof  they  make  advantage,  and 


I  wrest  it  to  their  bad  purposes :  so  as  thereby  they 
are  the  bolder  to  enter  into  evil  actions,  knowing 
that  if  the  worst  befal  them,  they  shall  lose  nothing 
but  themselves,  whereof  they  seem  surely  rery 
careless. 

Eudox. — But  what  meant  you  of  fugitives  herein  1 
Or  how  doth  this  concern  themi 

Irxn. — Yes,  very  greatly ;  for  you  shall  under- 
stand, that  there  be  many  ill-disposed  and  undutiful 
persons  of  that  realm,  like  as  in  this  point  there  are 

r  also  in  this  realm  of  England  too  many,  which  being 
men  of  good  inheritance,  are,  for  dislike  of  religion, 
or  danger  of  the  law,  into  which  they  are  run,  or 
discontent  of  the  present  government,  fled  beyond 
the  sees,  where  they  live  under  princes  whicn  are 
her  majesty's  professed  enemies ;  and  converse,  and 
are  confederates  with  other  traitors  and  fugitives, 
which  are  there  abiding.  The  which,  nevertheless, 
have  the  benefits  and  profits  of  their  lands  here,  by 
pretence  of  such  colourable  conveyances  thereof, 
formerly  made  by  them  unto  their  pnvy  friends  here 
in  trust,  who  pnvily  do  send  over  unto  them  the  said 
revenues,  wherewith  they  are  there  maintained  and 
enabled  against  her  majesty. 

EuDOx^—I  do  not  think  that  there  be  any  such 
fugitives  which  are  relieved  by  the  profit  of  their 
lands  in  England,  for  there  is  a  straighter  order  taken. 
And  if  there  be  any  such  in  Ireland,  it  were  good  it 
were  likewise  looked  unto,  for  this  evil  msy  easily  be 
remedied.    But  proceed. 

Irbn. — It  is  also  inconvenient  in  the  realm  of  Ire- 
land, that  the  wards  and  marriages  of  gentlemen's 
children  should  be  in  the  disposition  of  any  of  those 
Irish  Lords,  as  now  they  are,  by  reaaon  that  their 
lands  be  held  by  knights  service  of  those  lords.  By 
which  mrans  it  comes  to  pass,  that  those  gentlemen, 
being  thus  in  the  ward  or  those  lords,  are  not  only 
thereby  brought  up  lewdly  and  Irishlike,  but  also 
for  erer  after  so  bound  to  their  services,  that  tbey 
will  run  vrith  them  into  any  disloyal  action. 

EuDOX. — ^This  grievance,  Ireneus^is  also  complain- 
ed of  in  England,  but  how  can  it  be  remedied  1  since 
the  service  must  follow  the  tenure  of  the  lands,  and 
the  lands  were  given  away  by  the  kings  of  England 
to  those  lords,  when  they  first  conquerod  thst  realm ; 
and  to  say  truth,  this  also  would  be  some  prejudice 
to  the  prmce  in  her  wardahipe. 

Irsn. — I  do  not  mean  this  by  the  prince's  wards, 
but  by  such  as  fsll  into  the  hands  of  Irish  lords :  for 
I  could  wish,  and  this  I  could  enforce,  that  all  those 
wardships  were  in  the  prince's  disposition  ;  for  then 
it  might  be  hoped  that  she,  for  the  universal  reform- 
ation of  that  realm,  would  take  better  order  for 
bringin?  up  those  wards  in  good  nurture,  and  not 
suffer  tnem  to  come  into  so  bad  hands.  And  al- 
though these  things  be  already  passed  away  by  her 
progenitors'  former  grants  unto  those  said  lords,  yet 
I  could  find  away  to  remedy  a  great  part  thereof,  as 
hereafter,  when  fit  time  serves,  shall  appear.  And 
since  we  are  entered  into  speech  of  tnch  grants  of 
former  princes  to  snndry  persons  of  this  realm  of 
Ireland,  1  will  mention  unto  yon  some  other,  of  like 
nature  to  this,  and  of  like  inconvenience,  by  which 
the  former  kings  of  England  peased  onto  them  a 
great  part  of  their  prerogatives ;  which,  thoogh  then 
it  was  well  intended,  and  perhaps  well  deserved  of 
them  which  received  the  same,  yet  now  such  a  gap 
of  mischief  lies  open  thereby,  that  I  could  wish  it 
were  well  stopped.  Of  this  sort  are  the  grants  of 
couatieB  palatine  in  Ireland,  which,  though  at  first 
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were  granted  upon  good  considerstlon  when  they 
were  first  conquered,  for  thmt  those  lands  lay  then  as 
a  rery  border  to  the  wild  Irish,  subject  to  continual 
invasion,  so  as  it  was  needful  to  give  them  great 
privileges  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
yet  now  that  it  is  no  more  a  border  nor  frontiered 
with  enemies,  why  should  such  privileges  be  any 
mote  continued? 

EuDOz. — I  would  gladly  know  what  you  call  a 
county  palatine,  and  whence  it  is  so  callea. 

Irkn^— It  was  (I  suppose)  first  named  palatine  of 
a  pale,  as  it  were  a  pale  and  defence  to  their  inward 
lands,  so  as  it  is  called  the  English  Pale  ;  and  there- 
fore is  a  palsgrave  named  an  earl  palatine.  Others 
think  of  the  Latin  polort,  that  is,  to  forage  or  out- 
run ;  because  those  marchers  and  borderers  use 
commonly  so  to  do  ;  so  as  to  have  a  county  pala- 
tine is,  in  effect,  to  have  a  privilege  to  spoil  the 
enemies*  borders  adjoining.  And  surely  so  it  is  used 
at  this  day,  as  a  privilege  place  or  spoils  and 
stealths ;  for  the  county  of  Tipperary,  which  is  now 
the  only  county  palatine  in  Ireland,  is  by  abuse  of 
some  bad  ones,  made  a  receptacle  to  rob  the  rest  of 
the  counties  about  it,  by  means  of  whose  privileges 
none  will  follow  their  stealths :  so  as  it  being  situate 
in  the  very  lap  of  all  the  land,  is  made  now  a  border; 
which  how  inconvenient  it  ia,  let  every  man  judge. 
And  though  that  ri^ht  noble  man,  the  lord  of  tne 
liberty,  do  pain  himself,  all  he  may,  to  yield  equal 
justice  unto  all,  yet  can  there  not  be  but  great  abuses 
lurk  in  so  inward  and  absolute  a  privilege,  the  con- 
sideration whereof  is  to  be  respected  carefuUy  for 
the  next  succession.  And  much  like  unto  this 
grant,  there  are  other  privileges  granted  unto  most  of 
the  corporations  there ;  that  3iey  shall  not  be  bound 
to  any  other  government  than  their  own ;  that  they 
ahall  not  be  charged  with  nrrisons ;  that  they  shall 
not  be  travailed  forth  of  their  own  franchises ;  that 
they  may  buy  and  sell  with  tbieves  and  rebels ;  that 
all  amercements  and  fines  that  ahall  be  imposed  upon 
them,  shall  come  unto  themselves.  All  which, 
though  at  the  time  of  their  first  grant  they  were 
tolerable,  and  perhaps  reasonable,  yet  now  are  moat 
onrsasonable  and  inoanvenient ;  but  sll  these  will 
easily  be  cut  off  with  the  superior  power  of  her  ma- 
jesty's prerogative,  against  which  her  own  grants 
are  not  to  be  pleaded  or  enforced. 

EuDoz. — Now,  truly  Ireneus,  you  haye  (me- 
seems)  ver^  well  han<ued  this  point,  touching  in- 
con  venienaes  in  the  common  law  there,  by  you  ob- 
served ;  and  it  seemeth  that  you  have  had  a  mindful 
regard  unto  the  thinga  that  may  concern  the  eood  of 
that  realm.  And  if  you  can  as  well  go  through 
with  the  statute  laws  of  that  land,  I  will  think  you 
have  not  lost  all  your  time  there.  Therefore  I  pray 
you,  now  take  them  in  hand,  and  tell  us  what  you 
think  to  be  amiss  in  them. 

laxir. — ^The  statutes  of  that  realm  are  not  many, 
and,  therefore,  we  shall  the  sooner  run  through 
them ;  and  yet  of  those  few  there  are  impertinent 
and  unnecessary :  the  which,  though,  perhaps,  at  the 
time  of  the  making  of  them,  were  very  needful ;  yet 
now,  through  change  of  time,  are  clean  antiquated, 
and  altogether  idle :  as  that  which  forbiddeth  any  to 
wear  their  beards  all  on  the  upper  lip,  and  none 
under  the  chin.  And  that  which  putteth  awa^r  saf- 
fron shirts  and  smocks.  And  that  which  restraineth 
the  use  of  gilt  bridles  and  petronels.  And  that 
which  is  appointed  for  the  recorders  and  clerks  of 
Dublin  and   Tredagh,  to  take  but  two-pence  for 


the  copy  of  a  plaint.  And  that  which  cammands 
bows  and  arrows.  And  that  which  makes,  that  all 
Irishmen  which  ahall  converse  among  the  English, 
shall  be  taken  for  spies,  and  so  punished.  Ana  that 
which  forbids  persons  amenable  to  law,  to  enter 
and  distrain  in  the  lands  in  which  they  haye  title; 
and  many  other  the  like  I  could  reheane. 

EuDox. — These  truly,  which  ye  have  repeated, 
seem  very  frivolous  and  fruitless ;  for  by  the  breach 
of  them,  little  damage  or  inconvenience  can  come  to 
the  commonwealth :  neither,  indeed,  if  any  tnnagreaB 
them,  shall  he  seem  worth  j  of  punishment,  scarce  of 
blsme ;  saving  but  for  that  they  alnde  by  that  name 
of  laws.  But  laws  ought  to  be  such,  as  that  the 
keeping  of  them  should  be  greatly  for  the  behoof  of 
the  commonweal,  and  the  violating  of  them  should 
be  very  heinous,  and  shsrply  punisnable*  But  tell 
us  of  some  more  weighty  oislikes  in  the  statutes 
than  these,  and  that  may  more  behooffuUy  import 
the  reformation  of  them. 

Ibsn. — There  is  one  or  two  atatutes  which  make 
the  wrongful  distraining  of  any  ouin's  goods  against 
the  form  of  common  law,  to  be  felony.  The  which 
statutes  seem  surely  to  have  been  at  first  meant  for 
the  good  of  that  realm,  and  for  restraining  of  a  foul 
abuse,  which  then  reigned  commonly  amongst  that 
people,  and  yet  is  not  sitogether  hid  aaide :  that 
when  any  one  was  indebted  to  another,  he  would 
first  demsnd  his  debt ;  and  if  he  were  not  paid, 
he  would  straight  go  and  take  a  diatreaa  of  his 
goods  or  cattle,  whefe  he  could  find  them,  to  the 
value ;  which  he  would  keep  till  he  were  satisfied. 
And  this  the  simple  churl  (as  they  csU  him)  doth 
commonly  use  to  do  :  yet  through  ignoranee  of  his 
misdoing,  or  evil  use,  thst  hath  long  settled  amonnt 
them.  But  this,  though  it  be  sure  most  nnlawfri], 
yet  surely  (meseems)  too  hard  to  make  it  death, 
since  there  is  no  purpose  in  the  party  to  steal  the 
other's  goods,  or  to  eonceal  the  diatreee ;  but  he 
doth  it  openly,  for  the  most  part,  before  witnesses. 
And  Bgam,  the  ssme  statutes  are  so  slackly  penned 
(besides  the  latter  of  them  is  so  unsensibiy  coo* 
trived,  that  it  scarcely  carrieth  any  reason  in  it)  that 
tliey  are  often  and  very  easily  wieatad  Co  the  fraud 
of  the  aubjeet :  as  if  one  going  to  distrain  upon 
his  own  Isnd  or  tenement,  where  lawfully  he  may, 
yet  if  in  doing  thereof,  he  transgress  the  least  point 
of  the  common  law,  he  straight  committeth  felony. 
Or  if  one,  by  any  other  occasion,  take  anything 
from  another,  as  boys  use  sometimes  to  cap  one 
another,  the  same  is  straight  felony.  This  is  a  vety 
hard  law. 

Euoox. — Nevertheless,  that  evil  use  of  distraining 
of  another  man's  goods,  ye  will  not  deny  but  it  is 
to  be  abolished  and  taken  away. 

InsN^ — It  is  so,  but  not  by  taking  away  the  sub- 
ject withal,  for  that  ia  too  violent  a  medicine ;  espe- 
cially this  use  being  permitted,  and  made  lawful  to 
some,  sod  to  other  some  death.  As  to  most  of  the 
corporate  towns  there,  it  is  granted  by  their  charter 
that  they  may,  every  man  by  himself,  without  an 
officer  (for  that  were  more  tolerable)  for  any  debt, 
to  distrain  the  goods  of  any  Irish  being  found 
withm  their  liberty,  or  but  passing  through  their 
towns.  And  the  first  permission  of  this  was,  for 
that  in  those  times  when  that  grant  wia  made,  the 
Irish  were  not  amenable  to  hw;  so  aa  it  was  not 
safew  for  the  townsman  to  go  to  him  forth  to  de* 
mand  his  debt,  nor  possible  to  draw  him  into  law ; 
so  that  he  had  lev*'  "^  ^  *"**  own  bailiff,  to  acres* 
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his  nid  dvbton*  goods  within  his  own  frsnehise. 
The  which  the  Iriui  seeing,  thought  it  ss  lawful  for 
ihem  to  distnin  the  townsman's  goods  in  the  coun- 
try where  they  foond  it.  And  so  by  ensample  of 
that  grant  to  townsman,  they  thought  it  lawful,  and 
made  it  a  use,  to  distrain  one  another's  goods  for 
small  debts.  And  to  say  truth,  methinks  it  is  hard 
for  every  trifling  debt  of  two  or  three  shillings,  to 
be  driven  to  law,  which  ia  so  &r  firom  them  some- 
times to  be  sought;  for  which  methinketh  it  too 
heavy  an  ordhianoe  to  give  death,  especially  to  a  rude 
man  that  is  ignorant  of  law,  and  thinketh,  that  a 
common  use  or  grant  to  other  men  is  a  law  for  him- 
self. 

EuooKv— Yea,  but  the  judge,  when  it  cometh  be- 
fore him  to  trial,  may  easily  decide  this  doubt,  and 
lay  open  the  intent  of  the  law  by  his  better  dis- 
cretion. 

Ibsk.— Yen,  but  it  is  dangerous  to  leave  the  aense 
of  the  law  unto  the  reason  or  will  of  the  judges, 
who  are  men,  and  may  be  miscarried  by  aflfections, 
and  many  other  means.  But  the  laws  ought  to  be 
like  stony  tables,  plain,  stedfaat,  and  unmovable. 
There  is  also  such  ano^er  statute  or  two,  which 
made  Coigny  and  Limry  to  be  treason,  no  leas  in- 
coDTcnient  than  the  former,  beine  as  it  is  penned, 
however  the  first  purport  thereof  were  expedient; 
for  thereby  now,  no  man  can  go  into  another  man's 
honte  for  lodging,  nor  to  bis  own  tenant's  house  to 
take  yiotualling  by  the  way,  notwithstanding  that 
there  is  no  other  means  for  hhn  to  have  lodging,  nor 
horse  meat,  nor  man'a  meat,  there  being  no  inns, 
nor  none  otherwise  to  be  bought  for  money,  but 
that  be  ia  endangered  by  that  atatute  for  treason, 
whensoever  be  shall  happen  to  fall  out  with  his 
tenant,  or  that  his  said  host  list  to  complain  of  grie- 
vance ;  as  oftentimes  X  have  seen  them  very  mali- 
ciously to  do,  through  the  least  provocation. 

Ecnoxr— I  do  not  well  know,  but  by  guess,  what 
yon  do  mean  by  these  terms  of  etrigny  and  livery ; 
therefore  I  pray  you  explain  them. 

InxN^— 1  Know  not  wnether  the  words  be  English 
or  Irish,  but  I  suppose  them  to  be  rather  ancient 
English ;  for  the  Irishmen  can  make  no  derivation 
of  them.  What  livery  ia,  we  by  common  use  in 
England  know  well  enough ;  namely,  that  it  is  an 
allowance  of  horse-meat,  as  they  commonly  use  the 
word  in  stabling,  as  to  keep  horses  at  livery ;  the 
which  word,  I  ^sas,  is  derived  of  livering  or  de- 
livering forth  their  nightly  food.  So  in  mat  houses, 
the  livery  is  said  to  Im  served  up  for  all  night ;  that 
is,  their  evening's  sllowance  for  drink.  And  livery 
im  slso  called  the  upper  weed  which  a  aerving-man 
weareth ;  so  called  ^as  I  suppose)  for  that  it  vnt  de- 
livered and  taken  trom  him  at  pleasure.  So  it  is 
apparent,  that  by  the  word  livery  ia  there  meant 
horse-meat ;  like  as  by  the  word  eaigny,  is  under- 
stood man's-meat:  but  wheooe  the  woni  ii  derived, 
ia  hard  to  tell.  Some  say,  of  coin ;  for  that  they 
used  commonly  in  their  A^gniei,  not  only  to  take 
meal,  but  coin  also ;  and  that  taking  of  money  waa 
specially  meant  to  be  prohibited  by  that  sutute. 
But,  I  think  rathv,  this  word  eoigny  is  derived  of 
the  Irish*  The  which  is  a  common  use  amongst 
landlords  of  the  Irish,  to  have  a  common  spending 
upon  their  tenants :  for  all  their  tenants  being  com- 
monly but  teoanta-at-will,  they  used  to  take  of  them 
what  victuals  thev  list;  for  of  victuals  thev  were 
wont  to  mske  smsU  reckoning :  neither  in  this  was 
the  teunt  wronged,  for  it  was  an  ordinary  and 


known  custom,  and  hia  lord  used  commonly  so  to 
covenant  with  him ;  which,  if  at  any  time  the  tenant 
disliked,  he  mi^ht  fireely  depart  at  his  pleasure. 
But  now  by  this  statute,  the  said  Iriah  lord  is 
wronged,  for  that  he  is  out  off  firom  his  customary  ser- 
vices, of  the  which  this  waa  one,  beaides  many  other 
of  the  like  ;  aa  euddy,  eosAsry,  bonnaght,  thrah, 
tor^un,  and  such  others ;  the  which  (I  think)  were 
customs  at  first  brought  in  by  the  English  upon  the 
Irish :  for  they  were  never  wont,  and  ye'  are  loth  to 
yield  aoy  certain  rent,  but  only  spendings :  for  their 
common  sajring  is.  Spend  me,  and  defend  me, 

£ni>ox.--^urely,  I  take  it  aa  you  say,  that  therein 
the  Irish  lord  hath  wrong,  since  it  waa  an  ancient 
cuatom,  and  nothing  contrary  to  law;  for  to  the 
willing  there  is  no  wrong  done.  And  this  right 
well  I  wot  that  even  here  in  England  th«u«  are  m 
many  places  ss  large  customs  and  privileges,  as  that 
of  eoignU  and  livery.  But  I  suppose  by  your  speech, 
that  it  was  the  first  meaning  of  the  statute,  to  forbid 
the  violent  taking  of  victusls  upon  other  men's  ten- 
ants againat  their  willa,  which  surely  is  a  great  out- 
rage ;  and  yet  not  so  great  (meaeems)  as  that  it 
ahould  be  made  treason :  for,  considering  that  the 
nature  of  treason  is  concerning  the  royal  estate  or 
person  of  the  prince,  or  practising  with  his  enemies, 
to  the  derogation  and  danger  of  his  crown  and  dig- 
nity, it  is  hardly  wrested  to  make  this  treason.  But 
(as  you  said)  better  a  mischief  than  an  inconve- 
nience. 

Irsn^— Another  statute  I  remember,  which  having 
been  an  ancient  Irish  custom,  is  now,  upon  advise- 
ment, made  a  law  ;  and  that  ia  called  the  custom 
of  Kinevmth :  which  is,  that  every  head  of  every 
sept,  and  every  chief  of  every  kindred  or  family, 
ahould  be  answerable  and  bound  to  bring  forth 
every  one  of  that  sept  and  kindred  under  it  at  all 
times  to  be  justified,  when  he  should  be  required, 
or  charged  with  any  treason,  felony,  or  other  heinous 
crime. 

Eooox. — Why,  surely,  this  seems  a  very  neces- 
sary law.  For,  conaidering  that  many  of  them  be 
such  losels  and  scatterlings,  as  that  they  cannot 
easily,  by  any  sheriff,  constable,  baiUff,  or  other 
ordinary  oflicer,  be  gotten,  when  they  are  challenged 
for  any  such  fact;  this  is  a  very  good  means  to  get 
them  to  be  brought  in  by  him  that  is  the  head 
of  that  sept,  or  chief  of  that  houae :  wherefore  I 
wonder  what  just  exception  yon  can  make  against 
the  ssme. 

Irin. — Truly,  Eudoxus,  in  the  pretence  of  the 
good  of  this  statute,  you  have  nothing  erred  ■  for  it 
aeemed  very  expedient  and  neceasary ;  but  t^  hurt 
which  cometh  thereby  ia  ffra^ter  tban  the  good. 
For  whilst  every  chief  of  a  aept  standeth  so 
bound  to  the  law,  for  every  man  of  his  blood  or 
sept  that  is  under  him,  he  is  made  great  by  the 
commanding  of  them  aU  t  for  if  he  may  not  com- 
mand them,  then  that  law  doth  wrong,  that  bindeth 
him  to  bring  them  forth  to  be  justified.  And  if 
he  may  command  them,  then  he  may  command 
them  as  well  to  ill  as  to  good.  Hereby  the  lords 
and  captaina  of  countriea,  the  principala  and  heads 
of  septs,  are  made  stronger,  whom  it  should  be  a 
most  special  care  in  policy  to  weaken,  and  to  set  up 
and  atrenrthen  divera  of  his  underlines  againat 
him ;  whicn,  whensoever  he  shall  swerve  from  duty, 
may  be  able  to  beard  him :  for  it  is  dangeroua  to 
leave  the  command  of  ao  many,  aa  some  septs  sre, 
being  five  or  six  thousand  personsy  to  the  will  of 
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;  wbo  maj  Ind  th«n  to  what  bo  will*  as 
ho  himiiolf  ahoU  bo  ittdinod. 
EuDoXrf— In  verjr  doed,  irenooo,  it  ii  vorydoiigoraiitf 
■oeing  tbo  dtspoaicioii  of  tbooo  peaplo  u  not  olwajo 
inolinoblo  to  too  boot ;  and  tberarare  I  bold  it  no 
wisdom  to  loavo  nntotbom  too  mocb  oommand  orar 
tbair  kindrad,  but  rathar  to  withdraw  thairfoUowara 
from  tbam  aa  mueb  aa  may  ba,  and  to  gatbar  than 
iindar  tha  oonmaad  of  bw,  by  aoma  bettor  maana 
than  thia  onstom  of  Idn-cogfiah ;  tha  which  word  I 
would  bo  glad  to  know  what  it  namalj  aignifieth, 
for  tha  meaning  thereof  I  aeam  to  nndaratuid  raa- 
aonably  well. 

lasHrf— It  ia  a  word  mingled  of  EngUah  and  Iridi 
together,  ao  aa  I  am  partly  led  to  think,  that  the  cua- 
tom  thereof  was  first  Eoeliab.  and  aftenfrards  made 
Irirfi ;  for  such  another  mw  they  had  here  in  Eng- 
land, aa  I  remember,  made  by  Kin^  Alured,  that 
erery  gentleman  should  bring  forth  his  kmdred  and 
followers  to  the  law.  So  fcm  is  English,  and  om- 
gii^  affinity,  in  Irish. 

EuDox^ -Since  then  we  hare  thus  raaaonably  han- 
dled the  inconTeniencea  in  the  law  ;  let  as  now  pass 
onto  the  second  part,  which  was,  I  remember,  or  the 
abnaea  of  the  cnstoms ;  in  which,  meseems,  you 
hare  a  fair  campaign  laid  open  unto  you,  in  which 
yon  may  at  la]ng;e  stretch  out  your  discourse  into 
many  sweet  ramembrancea  or  antiquitiea;  from 
whenoe  it  aeemeth  that  the  ouatoma  of  that  nation 
proceeded. 

lasN^-^Indeed,  Eadoxoa,  you  aay  rery  true;  for  all 
the  customs  of  the  Irish,  which  I  hsTO  often  noted 
and  compared  with  that  I  hare  read,  would  minister 
occaaion  of  a  moat  ample  discourse  of  the  original 
of  them,  and  the  antiquity  of  that  people  ;  which,  in 
truth,  I  think  to  be  more  ancient  than  moat  that  I 
know  in  thia  end  of  the  world  :  ao  as  if  it  were  in 
the  handling  of  aome  man  of  aound  judgment  and 
plentiful  Tiding,  it  would  be  most  plesaant  and 
profitable.  But,  it  may  be,  we  may,  at  some  other 
time  of  meeting,  take  occasion  to  treat  thereof  more 
at  large.  Here  onlr  it  shall  suffice,  to  touch  such 
customs  of  the  Irisn  as  aeem  offensiTe  and  repug- 
nant to  the  ffood  government  of  the  realm. 

Eunoz^— Follow  then  your  own  oourae:  for  I  shall 
the  better  content  myself  to  forbear  my  deaire  now, 
in  hope  that  you  wiU,  as  you  say,  aome  other  time, 
mora  abundantly  aatiafy  it. 

IaBir.--.Befora  we  enter  into  the  treaty  of  their  cua- 
toms,  it  is  first  needful  to  consider  from  whence 
they  first  sprung ;  for  from  Uw  sundry  manners  of 
the  nations,  from  whence  that  people,  which  now  ia 
called  Iriah,  were  derived,  some  of  the  customs 
which  now  remain  amongst  them,  have  been  first 
fiMcbed,and  sithence  there  continued  amongat  them  : 
for  not  of  one  nation  was  it  peopled,  as  it  is,  but  of 
sundiT  people,  of  different  conditiona  and  mannera. 
But  the  chiefest  which  have  firat  poaaeaaed  and  in- 
habited it,  I  suppose  to  be  Scythiana. 

£uooz.^How  Cometh  it  then  to  pass,  that  the  Iriah 
do  derive  themaelves  from  Oathelua  tiie  Spaniard  7 

InzM^—They  do  indeed,  but  (I  conceive)  without 
any  good  i^ronnd :  for  if  &ere  were  any  auch  nota- 
ble transmission  of  any  colony  hither  out  of  Spain, 
or  any  auch  frmoua  conqoeat  of  thia  kingdom  by 
Gathelus,  a  Spaniard,  as  they  would  fain  believe ; 
it  iM  not  unlikely  but  the  very  Chronidea  of  Spain 
(had  Spain  then  been  in  ao  high  ngud  aa  they  now 
nave  it)  would  not  have  omitted  ao  memorable  a  thior 
aa  the  aubduing  of  ao  noble  a  realm  to  the  Spaniaio, 


no  aaon  than  they  do  now  neglect  to 
riaa  their  eoaqoaat  of  the  Indiana ;  oapooiaUy  in 
thoae  timaa  in  whieh  tha  aame  wia  suppoaed,  being 
neanr  nnto  the  fiouriahing  ago  of  JBaming  and 
writsta  nndar  the  RoBEiana.  But  the  Iriah  do  harain 
no  otherwiao,  than  our  vain  Engliafaman  do  in  the 
tide  df  Bmtua,  whom  they  devise  to  have  fiiat  con- 
quersd  and  inhabited  thia  land ;  it  being  aa  impoa- 
sible  to  prove,  that  there  was  ever  aay  such  Bnttoa 
of  Albion,  or  England,  aa  ii  is  that  thero  waa  any 
auch  Oathelua  of  Spain.  Bat  anrely  the  Sogrthiana 
(of  whom  I  orat  spoke)  at  aach  time  aa  the  aorthem 
natiottB  ovarilowed  all  Chriatsndom,  camo  down  to 
the  sea-coast;  where  inquiring  for  other  countries 
abroad,  and  getting  intaJJigenoe  of  this  connizy  of 
Ireland,  finding  ah^ping  convenient,  paased  tfaiuer, 
and  arrived  in  the  north  pert  theraof,  which  ia  now 
called  Ulster ;  which  first  inhabiting,  and  afterwards 
Btietching  themselves  forth  into  ua  land,  aa  their 
numbera  mcreased,  named  it  all  of  thanuMlraa  Scut- 
tenland,  which  mora  briefly  ia  called  Scotland,  or 
Sootlsnd. 

EuDox. — I  wonder  (Iraneos)  whither  you  mn  so 
fsr  astray ;  for  whilst  wo  (alk  of  Ireland,  methinks 
you  rip  up  Uie  original  of  Scotland ;  but  what  is 
that  to  this? 

luBN.-" Surely  very  much,  for  Scotland  and  In- 
land are  all  one  and  the  aame. 

Evnox.^That  aeemeth  more  atxanga ;  for  we  all 
know  right  well,  they  are  diatinguished  by  a  great 
sea  running  between  them ;  or  elae  there  are  two 
Scotlanda. 

Irbn^— Never  the  more  are  there  two  Sootknds ; 
but  two  kinds  of  Scots  wore  indeed  (sa  yon  mav 
gather  out  of  Buchanan)  the  one  Ixen,  or  Irish 
Scota,  the  other  Albin  Scots :  for  those  Soots  are 
Scythians,  arrived  (aa  I  aaid)  in  the  north  paiu  of 
Ireland;  where  aome  of  them  after  paaaed  into  the 
next  coast  of  Albino,  now  called  Scotland,  which, 
after  much  trouble,  they  poasesaed,  and  of  thesa- 
selves  named  Scotland :  but,  in  process  of  time,  aa 
it  ia  commonly  aeen,  the  dominion  of  the  part  poo- 
vaileth  in  the  whqjb ;  for  the  Iriah  Soota  pottinf 
away  the  name  of  Scota,  ware  called  only  Iriah :  and 
the  Albino  Scou,  leaving  the  name  of  Albino,  were 
called  only  Soots.  Tberafora  it  cometh  thanoe,  that 
of  aome  writers  Ireland  ia  caUad  Scotia  Major,  and 
that  which  now  is  called  Scotland,  Scotia  Minor. 

EvDOX^— I  do  now  well  understand  your  diatin- 
guishinsr  of  the  two  sorts  of  Scota,  and  two  Soot- 
lands  ;  now  that  thia  which  now  is  called  Inland, 
waa  anciently  called  Erin,  and  afterwanis  of  aome 
written  Scotland :  and  that  whieh  now  ia  called  Soot* 
land,  was  formerly  called  Albin,  before  the  oomiag 
of  the  Seythea  thither.  But  what  other  nation  in* 
habited  the  other  parte  of  Ireland  1 

Irbn^ — After  Una  people  thua  planted  in  the 
north,  or  before,  for  the  certainty  of  thinaa  in  tiBMa 
80  far  from  all  knowladgne,  cannot  be  juaUy  avoocb- 
ed,  another  nation  coming  out  of  opam,  amred 
in  the  weat  part  of  Ireland ;  and  finding  it  waaio<  or 
weakly  inhabited,  poaseased  it:  who,  whether  ihsiy 
were  native  Spamarda,  or  Gauls,  or  A6ieana  «Mr 
Goths,  or  some  other  of  thoae  nofthem  natioaa 
which  did  ovoraprsad  all  Chriateodom,  k  ia  mpua- 
aible  to  affirm;  only  aome  naked  conjecCarasnuir  be 
gathersd:  but  that  oat  of  Spain  ceitaaaly  ibey 
came,  timt  do  all  the  Irish  ehrooiclea  agvfo» 

EvnoXf^Yoa  do  vary  boldly,  Iiaoooa,  advaatera 
upon  tha  biatoriea  of  ancient  timoa,  and  lean  too 


A  VIEW  OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


491 


eonfideoUj  on  thoie  Irish  chronicles,  which  are  most 
Ahnlous  and  fbrg:ed»  in  that  oat  of  them  you  dare 
take  in  hand  to  lay  open  the  original  of  such  a  nation, 
so  antique  as  that  no  monument  remains  of  her  he- 
ginning  and  first  inhabiting ;  especially  having  been 
lo  those  times  without  letters ;  hut  only  hare  tradi- 
tions of  times  and  remembrances  of  ^ds,  which 
use  to  forse  and  falsify  every  thing  as  they  list,  to 
please  or  displease  any  man. 

Ir  IN.— Truly,  I  must  confess  I  do  so,  but  yet  no 
BO  absolutely  as  jou  supposes  I  do  herein  rely  upon 
those  hards,  or  Irish  chroniclers,  though  the  Irish 
themseWes,  through  their  ignorance  in  matters  of 
learning  and  deep  judgment,  do  most  constantly  be- 
Here  and  arouch  them :  but  unto  them  besides  I  add 
mine  own  reading  -,  and  out  of  them  both  together, 
with  comparison  of  times,  likewise  of  manners  and 
customs,  affini^  of  words  and  names,  properties 
of  natures  and  uses,  resemblances  of  rites  and 
ceremonies,  monuments  of  churches  and  tombs,  and 
many  other  like  circumstances,  I  do  gather  a  likeli- 
hood of  truth,  not  certainly  affirming  any  thing,  but 
by  conferring  of  times,  language,  monuments,  and 
such  like,  I  do  hunt  out  a  probability  of  things,  which 
I  leave  to  your  judgment  to  believe  or  refuse.  Ne- 
vertheless there  be  some  very  ancient  authors  that 
make  mention  of  these  things,  and  some  modem ; 
which,  by  comparing  them  with  present  times,  expe- 
rience, and  their  own  reason,  do  open  a  window  of 
great  light  unto  the  rest  that  is  yet  unseen :  as 
namely,  of  the  elder  times,  Cesar,  Strabo,  Tacitus, 
Ptolomy,  Pliny,  Pomponius  Mela,  and  Berosus ;  of 
the  later,  Vincentius,  i£nesa  Sylvius,  Luidus,  Bu- 
ehaiian ;  for  that  he  himself  being  an  Irish,  Scot,  or 
Pict,  bv  nation,  and  being  very  excellently  learned, 
and  industrious  to  seek  out  the  truth  of  all  things 
concerning  the  original  of  his  own  people,  hath  both 
set  down  the  testimony  of  the  ancients  truly,  and  his 
own  opinion  together,  withal  very  reasonably,  though 
in  some  things  he  doth  somewhat  flatter.  Besides, 
the  bards  and  Irish  chroniclers  themselves,  though, 
through  desire  of  pleasing  too  much,  and  ignorances 
of  arts  and  purer  learning,  diey  have  clouded  the 
truth  of  tboee  lines }  yet  there  appear  among  them 
some  relics  of  the  true  antiquity,  though  disguised, 
which  a  well-eyed  man  may  happily  discover  and 
find  out. 

EvDox^ — How  can  there  be  any  truth  in  them  at 
all,  since  tbe  ancient  nations  which  first  inhabited 
Ireland,  were  altogether  destitute  of  letters,  much 
more  of  learning ;  by  which  they  might  lesve  the 
verity  of  tilings  written  1  And  those  bards  coming 
also  so  many  hundred  years  ailer,  could  not  know 
what  was  done  in  former  ages,  nor  deliver  certainty 
of  any  thing,  but  what  they  feigned  out  of  their  un- 
learned heads. 

lasitrf— Those  bards,  indeed,  Cesar  writeth,  de- 
Uvared  no  certain  truth  of  any  thing,  neither  is  there 
any  certain  hold  to  be  taken  of  any  antiquity  which  is 
receired  by  tradition,  since  all  men  be  lisrs,  and 
many  lie  when  they  will;  yet  for  the  antiquities  of 
the  written  ^hranides  of  iVelsnd,  give  me  leave  to 
say  something,  not  to  justify  them,  but  to  show  that 
some  of  them  might  say  truth.  For  where  you  say 
the  Irish  have  always  Seen  without  letters,  you  are 
therein  much  deceived ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  Ireland 
hath  had  die  use  of  letters  very  anciently,  and  long 
before  England. 

EiJpoxv—Is  it  possible  1    How  comes  it,  then, 


larsT  For  learning  (as  the  poet  saith)  EmdUt  aie- 
m,  nee  tinit  nmfmvB.  Whence,  then,  I  pray  you, 
could  they  have  those  letters  t 

lasN. — It  is  hard  to  say :  for  whether  they  at  their 
first  coming  into  the  land,  or  afterwards  by  trading 
with  other  nations  which  had  letters,  learned  them 
of  them,  or  devised  them  amongst  themselves,  is 
very  doubtful ;  but  that  they  had  letters  anciently, 
V    is  nothing  doubtful,  for  the  Saxons  of  England  are 
t  p  said  to  have  their  letters,  and  learning,  and  learned 
men,  from  the  Irish  ;  and  that  also  appeareth  by  the 
likeness  of  the  character,  for  the  Saxons  character  is 
the  same  with  the  Irish.    Now  the  Scythians  never, 
as  I  can  read,  of  old,  had  letters  amongst  them, 
therefore  it  seemeth   Uiat  thev  had  them  from  the 
nation  which  came  out  of  Spam ;  for  in  Spain  there 
were  (as  Strabo  vmteth)  letters  anciently  used, 
whether  brought  unto  them  by  the  Phenidans,  or 
the  Persians,  which  (as  it  appeareth  by  him)  had 
some  footing  there,  or  from  Marsellis,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  inhabited  by  the  Greeks,  and  from 
them  to  have  had  the  Greek  character;  of  which 
Marsilians  it  is  said  that  the  Gauls  learned  them  first, 
and  used  them  only  for  the  furtherance  of  their 
trades  snd  private  business.      For  the  Gauls  (as  is 
strongly  to  be  proved  b^  many  ancient  and  autheo- 
tical  writers)  did  first  mhabit  all  the  sea-coast  of 
Spain,  even  unto  Cales,  and  the  mouth  of  the  straits, 
and  peopled  also  a  great  part  of  Italy  ;  which  ap- 
peareth by  sundry  havens  and  cities  in  Spain  called 
from  them,  as  Portugallia,  Gallecia,  Galdunum,  and 
also  by  sundnr  nstions  therein  dwelling,  which  yet 
have  receivea  their  own  names  of  the  uauls ;  as  the 
Rhegni,  Presamarci,  Tamari,   Cineri.   and  divers 
others.    All  which  Pomponius  Mela,  being  himself 
a  Spaniard,  yet  saith  to  have  descended  from  the 
Celts  of  France  ;  whereby  it  is  to  be  gathered,  that 
that  nation  which  came  out  of  Spain  into  Ireland, 
were  anciently  Gauls,  and  that  tney  brought  with 
them  those  letters  which  they  had  anciently  learnt 
in  Spain,  first  into  Ireland  ;  which  some  also  say, 
do  much  resemble  the  old  Phenician  character,  being 
likewise  distinguished  with  prick  and  accent,  as 
theirs  anciently:   but  the  further  enquiry  hereof 
needeth  a  place  of  longer  discourse  than  this  our 
short  conference. 

EuDox.— Surely  yon  have  showed  a  ^reat  proba- 
bility of  thatwhicn  I  had  thought  impossible  to  have 
been  proved ;  but  that  which  yon  now  say,  that 
Ireland  should  have  been  peopled  with  Gauls, 
seemeth  much  more  strange ;  for  all  the  Chro- 
nicles do  say,  that  the  west  and  south  was  pos- 
sessed and  inhabited  of  Spaniards ;  and  Cornelius 
Tacitus  doth  also  strongly  affirm  the  same ;  all 
which  you  must  overthrow  and  falsify,  or  else  re- 
nounce your  opinion. 

InsN. — Neither  so,  nor  so ;  for  the  Irish  Chro- 
nicles (as  I  showed  you)  being  made  by  unlearned 
men,  and  writing  things  acccnding  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  truth,  whiim  they  oonceived,  do  err  in 
the  drcumstanoes,  not  in  the  matter.  For  all  that 
came  out  Spain,  tiiey  (being  no  diligent  searchers 
into  the  differences  of^the  nations)  supposed  to  be 
Spaniards,  and  so  called  them;  but  the  ground- 
work thereof  is  nevertheless  true  and  certain,  how- 
ever they  through  ignorance  disguise  the  same,  or 
through  vanity,  whilst  they  would  not  Mem  to  be 
ignorant,  do  thereupon  buUd  and  enlarge  many 
I  forged  histories  of  their  own  antiquity,  which  they 


that  they  an  so  unlearned  still,  being  so  old  scho-  I  deliver  to  fools,  and  mske  ^ram  believe  for  true.  Aa 
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for  example,  that  first  of  one  Gatfaelns,  the  ton  of 
Ceeropi  or  Argot,  who  hiTuig  mairied  the  King 
of  Eg)rpt's  daughter,  thence  saUed  with  her  into 
Spain,  and  there  inhahited :  then  that  of  Nemedoa 
and  his  ions,  who,  coming  out  of  Scythia,  peo- 
pled Ireland,  and  inhabited  it  with  hia  aons  f50 
years,  until  he  waa  overcome  of  the  giants  dweUinr 
then  in  Ireland,  and  at  the  last  quite  banished  and 
rooted  ouL  After  whom  f  00  years,  the  sons  of  one 
Dels,  being  Seythiana,  arrired  there  again,  and  poe- 
seased  the  whole  land ;  of  which  Uie  youngest, 
called  Slanius,  in  the  end  made  himself  monarch. 
Lastl7,  of  the  four  sons  of  Milesius,  king  of  Spain, 
which  conquered  the  land  from  the  Scythians,  and 
inhabited  it  with  Spaniards,  and  called  it  of  the  name 
of  the  voungeat  Hiberus,  Hibemia.  All  which  are 
in  trutn  &bua,  and  rery  Milesian  lies,  aa  the  Latin 

Srorerb  ia ;  for  ncTer  was  there  such  a  king  of 
pain  calleid  Milesius,  nor  any  auch  colony  seated 
with  his  sons,  aa  they  feign,  that  can  erer  be  proTod : 
but  yet  under  these  talea  you  may  in  a  manner  aee 
the  truth  lurk.  For  Seythiana  here  inhabiting,  they 
name  and  put  Spaniards,  whereby  appeareth  that 
both  these  nations  here  inhabited  *,  but  whether  very 
Spaniards,  as  the  Irish  greatly  affect,  is  no  ways  to 
be  proved. 

EuDox^ — Whence  cometh  it  then,  that  the  Irish 
do  so  gteatly  eoTet  to  fetch  themselTes  from  the 
Spaniards,  since  the  old  Gauls  are  a  more  ancient 
and  much  more  honourable  nation  1 

lasNw — Even  of  a  Teiy  desire  of  new-fangleness 
and  vanity ;  for  they  derive  themselves  firom  the 
Spaniards,  as  seeing  them  to  be  a  very  honourable 
people,  and  near  bordering  unto  them.  But  all  that 
IS  most  vsin ;  for  firom  the  Spaniards  that  now  are, 
or  that  people  that  now  inhabit  Spain,  they  no  wayv 
can  prove  themselvea  to  descend :  natther  should  it 
be  greatljT  ^loiious  unto  them,  for  the  Spaniard 
that  now  is,  is  come  from  as  rude  and  savase  nations 
as  they ;  there  being,  aa  there  may  ee  gathered  by 
course  of  ages,  and  view  of  their  own  history 
(though  they  therein  labour  much  to  ennoble  them- 
selves) scarce  any  drop  of  the  old  Spaniah  blood 
left  in  them :  for  all  Spain  was  first  conquered  by 
the  Romans,  and  filled  with  colonies  firom  them, 
which  were  still  increased,  end  the  native  Spaniards 
still  cut  off.  Afterwards  the  Carthagenians  m  dl  the 
long  Punic  Wars  (having  spoiled  all  Spain,  and  in 
the  end  subdued  it  whol^  unto  themselves)  did,  aa  m 
it  is  likely,  root  out  all  that  were  affected  to  the ) . 
Romans.  And  lastly,  the  Romans  having  again  re- 
covered  that  countrv,  and  beat  out  Hannibal,  did 
doubtless  cut  off  all  that  favoured  the  Carthagenians ; 
so  that  betwixt  them  both,  to  and  fro,  there  waa 
scarce  a  native  Spaniard  left,  but  all  iiUiabited  of 
Romans.  All  which  tempests  and  trochlea  being 
over-blown,  there  long  afterarose  a  new  storm,  more 
dreadful  than  all  the  former,  which  over-ran  all 
Spain,  and  made  an  infinite  confusion  of  all  things, 
that  was,  the  coming  down  of  the  Goths,  ue 
Hunns,  and  the  Vandals ;  and  lastly,  all  the  nationa 
of  Scythia ;  which,  like  a  mountain  flood,  did  over- 
flow all  Spain,  and  quite  drowned  and  washed  away 
whatsoever  reliques  there  waa  left  of  the  land-bred 
people;  yea,  and  of  all  the  Romans  too.  The 
which  northern  nationa  finding  the  nature  of  the 
aoil,  and  the  vehement  heat  thereof  fiur  differing  from 
their  constitutions,  took  no  felicity  in  that  country, 
but  from  thence  passed  over,  and  did  spread  them- 
selvea into  all  oountiies  of  Christendom  j  of  all 


which  there  is  none  but  hsth  sosoe  mixture  or  aptink- 
littg,  if  not  thoroughly  peopling  of  them.  And  yet 
after  all  theae,  the  M  oora  and  the  Barbariana  breakhig 
over  out  of  Africa,  did  finally  possess  all  Spain,  or 
the  most  part  thereof,  and  did  tread  under  their 
heathenish  feet  whstever  little  they  found  yet  there 
standing.  The  which,  though  afUr  thev  were 
beaten  out  by  Ferdinand  of  Amgoa  and  IsabeUn 
his  wife,  yet  they  were  not  so  cleanaed,  but  that 
through  marriages  which  they  had  made,  and  mix- 
ture with  the  people  of  the  land,  during  their  long 
continuance  tnere,  they  had  left  no  pure  drop  of 
Spenish  blood,  no  more  than  of  Roman  or  Scy- 
thian. So  that  of  all  nations  under  heaven  (I  sup- 
pose) the  Spaniard  ia  the  moat  mingled  and  most 
uncertain.  Wherefore  moat  foolishly  do  the  Irish 
think  to  ennoble  themselves,  by  wresting  their  an* 
cientiT  from  the  Spaniard,  who  is  unable  to  derive 
himaeif  from  any  m  certain. 

EuDoz  ~  You  speak  very  sharply,  Ireneua,  in  dis- 
praise of  the  Spaniard,  whom  aome  othera  boaat  to 
be  the  only  brave  nation  under  the  sky. 

lazily— So  surely  he  is  a  very  brave  man,  neither 
ia  that  anything  which  I  speak  to  hia  derogation : 
for  in  that  I  said  he  is  a  mingled  people,  it  is  no 
dispraise ;  for  I  think  there  is  no  nation  now  in 
Christendom,  nor  much  further,  but  is  mingled  and 
compounded  with  othera.  For  it  waa  a  aingular 
providence  of  God,  and  a  most  sdmirable  purpoee 
of  hia  wisdom,  to  draw  those  northern  heatnen  na- 
tions down  into  those  christian  partf ,  where  they 
might  receive  Christianity,  and  to  mingle  nations  so 
remote  miracnloualy,  to  make,  as  it  were,  one  blood 
and  kindred  of  all  people,  and  each  to  have  know- 
ledge of  him. 

EuDOx^— Neither  have  von  sure  any  mors  dis- 
honoured the  Irish,  for  youliave  brought  them  from 
very  great  and  ancient  nationa  as  any  were  in  the 
world,  however  fondly  they  affect  the  Spaniah.  For 
both  ScjTthisns  and  Gauls  were  two  aa  mighty  na- 
tiona as  ever  the  world  brought  forth.  But  is  there 
any  token,  denomination,  or  moment  of  the  Gaula 
yet  remaining  in  Ireland,  aa  thers  la  of  the  Scy- 
thians 1 

Inpf^ — ^Yea  surely,  very  many  words  of  the  Gaula 
remaining,  and  yet  daily  uaed  in  common  speech. 

EuDoxv— What  waa  the  Gaulish  speech?  Is 
there  any  part  of  it  still  uaed  among  any  nation  1 

lasN^— The  Gauliah  speech  ia  the  very  Biitiab, 
the  which  was  very  |;enenlly  used  here  in  sll  Bri- 
tsin,  before  the  commg  of  the  Saxons ;  and  yet  ia 
retained  of  the  Welshmen,  Cornish-men,  and  the 
Bretona  of  France :  though  time  working  the  altar^ 
ation  of  all  things,  and  the  trading  ana  interdeal 
with  other  nations  round  about,  have  changed  and 
greatly  altered  the  dialect  thereof;  but  vet  the  ori- 
ginal worda  appeer  to  be  the  aame,  as  who  hath  list 
to  read  in  Camden  and  Buchanan,  may  see  at  large. 
Besidea,  there  be  man^  plsoea,  aa  navena,  hiua, 
towns,  and  caatlea,  which  yet  bear  the  namea  from 
the  Gaula ;  of  the  which  Buchanan  rehearaeth  above 
five  hundred  in  Scotland ;  and  I  can  (I  think)  re- 
count near  as  msny  in  Ireland,  which  retain  the  old 
denomination  of  the  Gauls;  aa  the  Mena^i,  Cauei, 
Venti,  and  others.  By  all  which,  and  many  other 
reasonable  probabilitiea  (which  this  short  course  will 
not  suffer  to  be  laid  forth)  it  appeareth,  that  the 
chief  inhabitants  in  Ireland  were  Gaula ;  eonis^ 
thither  firat  out  of  Spain,  and  afier  fi«m  IiiwMib 
Tausis,  where  the  Goths,  the  Hunns,  and  the  Qtdm 
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Mt  down ;  they  aUo  beb^  (at  it  is  said  of  some) 
■ncient  Gaala :  and  lastly,  pasaingf  out  of  Gallia 
tuelf,  from  all  tbe  aea-coasta  of  Delgia  and  Celtica, 
into  all  the  southern  coasts  of  Ireland,  which  they 
possessed  and  inhabited ;  whereupon  it  is  at  this 
day,  amongst  the  Irish,  a  common  use,  to  call  any 
atranger,  inhabitant  there  amongst  them,  Gald :  that 
is,  desceaded  from  the  Gauls. 

£u»)x.*-This  is  veiy  likely,  for  eren  sodid  those 
Gaols  anciently  possess  all  the  southern  coasts  of 
our  Britam,  wEich  yet  retain  their  old  names ;  as 
^e  Belgs  in  Somersetshire,  Wiltshire,  and  part  of 
Hampshire;  Attrebatiiin  Berkshire ;  Regni  in  Sussex 
and  Surrey,  and  msny  others.  Now  thus  far  then  I 
nnderstsnd  your  opinion,  that  the  Scythians  planted 
in  the  north  part  of  Ireland,  the  Spaniards  (for  so 
we  call  them,  whatever  they  were  that  came  from 
Spain)  in  the  west,  the  Gauls  in  tbe  south ;  so  that 
there  now  remain  the  east  perts  towards  England, 
which  I  would  be  glad  to  understand  from  whence 
you  do  think  them  to  be  peopled. 

lanrw^Marry  I  think  of  the  Britons  tbemselres, 
of  which,  Uiough  there  be  little  footing  now  remain- 
ing, by  reason  that  the  Saxons  afterwards,  and 
lastly  the  English,  driring  out  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  did  possess  and  people  it  themselTes :  yet 
•mongst  the  Tooles,  the  Uims,  or  Brins,  the  Cave- 
naghs,  and  other  nations  in  Leinster,  there  is  some 
memory  oftlie  Britons  remaining.  As  the  Tooles  are 
called  of  the  old  British  word  Tol,  that  is,  a  hill  ooun- 
Ixy ;  the  Brins  of  the  British  word  Brin,  that  is, 
woods ;  and  the  Carenagbs  of  tbe  word  Caune,  that 
is,  strong :  so  that  in  ueae  three  people,  the  Tery 
denomination  of  the  old  Britons  do  still  remain. 
Resides,  when  any  flietb  under  the  succour  and 
protection  of  any  against  an  enemy,  he  crieth  unto 
nim,  Comiri^ ;  tlmt  is,  in  the  British,  help  ;  for 
the  Briton  u  called  in  their  own  language  Comeroy. 
Furthermore,  to  prove  the  same,  Ireland  is,  b^  Dio- 
donis  Sicultts,  and  by  Strebo,  called  Britannia,  and 
a  part  of  Great  Britain.  Finally  it  appeareth  by 
good  record  yet  extant,  that  King  Arthur,  and  before 
mm  Gurgunt,  had  all  that  island  under  their  alle- 
giance and  subjection.  Hereunto  I  could  sdd  msny 
probabilities  of  the  names  of  places,  persons,  snd 
speeches,  as  I  did  in  the  former ;  but  they  should 
be  too  long  for  this,  and  I  reserve  them  for  another. 
And  thus  yon  have  bad  my  opinion,  how  all  that 
rrabn  of  Ireland  was  first  peopled,  and  by  what 
nsttons.  After  all  which,  the  Saxons  succeeding, 
subdued  it  wholly  to  themselves.  For  first,  Egfnd 
King  of  Northumberland  did  utterly  waste  and 
subdue  it,  as  appeareth  out  of  Beda  s  complaints 
against  him ;  and  after  him.  King  Edgar  brought  it 
under  his  obedience,  as  appeareth  by  an  ancient 
record,  in  which  it  is  found  written,  that  he  subdued 
all  tbe  islands  of  the  north  even  unto  Norway,  and 
brought  them  into  his  subjection. 

EvDOx^^ — ^This  ripping  of  ancestora  is  very  plea- 
sing unto  me,  and  indeed  ssvonreth  of  good  cooceit, 
end  some  reading  withal.  1  see  hereby,  how  profit- 
able travel  and  experience  of  foreign  nations  is,  to 
htm  that  will  spply  them  to  good  purpose.  Neither, 
indeed^  would  I  nave  thought,  that  any  such  anti- 
Quities  could  have  been  avouched  for  the  Irish ; 
tnat  maketh  me  the  more  to  long  to  see  some  other 
of  your  observations,  which  you  have  gathered  out 
of  that  eountiy,  and  have  earst  half  promised  to  put 
forth*  And  sure  in  this  mingling  of  nations  ap- 
psatieth  (as  yon  earst  well  noted)  a  wonderful  pro- 


vidence and  purpose  of  Almighty  God,  that  sttzied 
up  the  people  in  the  further  parts  of  the  world,  o 
seek  out  the  regions  so  remote  from  them :  and  by 
that  means,  both  to  restore  their  decayed  habitations, 
and  to  make  himself  known  to  the  heathen.  But 
was  there,  I  pny  you,  no  more  general  employing 
of  that  island,  than  fint  bv  the  Scythians,  which 
you  say  were  the  Scots,  and  afterwards  by  the  Spa- 
niards, besides  the  Gaula,  Britons,  and  Saxons  ? 

Irbn^ — Yes,  there  was  another,  and  that  last  and 
greatest,  which  was  by  tbe  English,  when  the  Earl 
Strongbow  hsving  conquered  that  land,  delivered  up 
the  ssme  into  the  hands  of  Henry  the  Second,  then 
King ;  who  sent  over  thither  a  great  store  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  other  warlike  people,  amongst  whom  he 
distributed  the  land,  and  settled  such  a  strong  co- 
lony therein,  as  never  since  could,  with  all  the  sub- 
tle practicee  of  the  Irish,  be  rooted  out ;  but  abide 
still  a  mighty  people,  of  so  many  as  remain  English 
of  them. 

Eunoxrf— Whst  is  this  that  yon  say,  of  so  many 
as  remain  English  of  them  1  Why,  are  not  they 
that  were  once  English,  English  stdl  t 

laxN. — No,  for  some  of  them  are  degenented,and 
grown  mere  Irish ;  yes,  and  more  maiUctous  to  the 
English,  than  the  Irish  themselves. 

Eonox.— Whst  heard  I  ?  And  is  it  possible  that 
an  Englishman,  brought  up  in  such  sweet  civili^  as 
England  affords,  should  find  such  liking  in  that  bar- 
barous rudeness,  that  he  should  fbget  his  own  nature, 
and  forego  his  own  nation  ?  How  can  this  be  ?  or 
what  (I  pray  you)  may  be  the  cause  thereof? 

IaBN^---Surely  nothing  but  the  fint  evil  ordinance 
and  institution  of  thst  commonwesld:!.  But  thereof 
here  is  no  fit  plsoe  to  speak,  lest  by  the  occaakn 
thereof,  ofiTering  matter  of  a  long  discourse,  we 
might  be  dnwn  from  this  that  we  have  in  hand ; 
namely,  the  handling  of  abuses  in  the  customs  of 
Ireland. 

Evoox* — In  truth,  Ireneus,  you  do  well  remem- 
ber the  plot  of  your  fint  purpose;  but  yet  from  that 
^meseems)  ye  nave  much  swerved  in  all  this  long 
discourse  of  the  fint  inhabiting  of  Ireland :  for  what 
is  that  to  your  purpose  1 

Iben« — ^Truly  very  material;  for  if  you  marked 
the  course  of  all  that  speech  well,  it  was  to  show  by 
what  means  the  customs  that  now  are  in  Ireland, 
being  some  of  them  indeed  very  strange,  and  almost 
heathenish,  were  fint  brought  in :  snd  thst  wss,  ss  I 
said,  by  those  nationa  from  whom  that  country  was  X 
fint  peopled ;  for  the  difference  in  manners  and  cus- 
toms doth  follow  the  difference  of  nations  snd  people. 
The  which  I  have  declared  to  you  to  have  been 
three  especially,  which  seated  themselves  here :  To 
wit,  first,  tbe  Scytfaisn ;  then,  the  Gauls ;  and  lastly, 
the  English.  Notwithstanding  that  I  am  not  igno- 
rant that  there  were  sundry  nations  which  got 
footing  in  that  land,  of  the  which  there  yet  remain 
divera  great  fimiilies  and  steps,  of  whom  I  will  also 
in  their  proper  places  make  mention. 

Euoox.— Yon  bring  yourself,  Ireneus,  very  well 
into  the  way  again,  notwithstanding  that  it  aeemeth 
that  you  were  never  out  of  the  way ;  but  now  that 
you  have  passed  through  those  antiquities,  which  I 
could  have  wished  not  so  soon  ended,  begin  when 
you  please,  to  declsre  what  customs  sndmannen 
have  been  derived  from  those  nadons  to  the  Irish, 
and  which  of  them  you  find  fault  withal. 

lasN. — I  will  begin  then  to  count  their  customs 
in  the  ssme  order  thst  I  counted  their  nations,  and 
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fint  wMi  th*  SojChiaB  or  SoolSuk  buiiqmv.  Of 
the  wbieh,  ihtm  is  one  om  amongst  tliem,  to  keep 
their  csttlo,  and  to  lire  thovaelTea  the  most  part  of 
the  year  in  hmlin  paaluriBg  upon  the  mountain 
and  waate  wild  places,  and  ramoring  atiU  to  fireab 
land,  aa  they  hare  dopaatnrad  the  former.  Ihe 
whidi  appeeiech  plain  to  he  the  manner  of  the  Scj- 
thiana,  aa  joa  au^  laad  in  Olana  Magnus  snd  Joh. 
Boemns,  and  yet  is  need  amoogat  all  the  raitariana. 
and  the  people  ahont  the  Caspian  Sea,  which  aranatn* 
rally  Seythiana,  to  Hto  in  heida,  aa  thev  call  them ; 
heittg  toe  Tecr  aame  that  the  Irish  hoolies  are,  da- 
▼ing  their  cattle  continoall^  with  them,  and  leeding 
onhr  on  their  milk  and  white-maats. 

£vDoz.«-What  fiittlt  can  you  find  with  thia  eo*- 
toml  for  thonch  it  he  an  old  Scythian  oae,  yet  it  is 
▼eiy  behoorend  in  thia  couotij  of  Ireland,  wbate 
there  are  great  monntaina,  and  waate  deaeita  full  of 
gnaa,  that  the  aame  ahoold  be  eaten  down,  and 
nourish  many  thousands  of  cattle,  for  the  good  of 
the  whole  realm  ;  which  cannot  (metfainks)  well  be 
any  other  way,  than  by  keeping  thoee  hoolies  there, 
aa  ye  baTc  showed. 

lamid — But  by  thia  cnatom  of  boolin|^,  there  gvow 
in  the  mean  tiaas  many  great  enonnitiea  unto  that 
commoowealtb.  For  fiist,  if  there  be  any  out-lawa, 
or  kMMe  paople  (aa  they  ere  never  without  eome), 
which  lire  upon  stealths  and  spoils,  they  are  ever- 
more aucooured  and  find  relief  only  in  theee  booliea, 
being  upon  the  waste  placea;  whereea  else  tbey 
ahonki  be  dnven  shortly  to  afarre,  or  to  eooBe  down 
to  the  towna  to  aeek  relief,  where  by  one  mesne  or 
other  the?  would  aeon  be  caught  Beeidee,  euch 
atealths  of  cattle  as  they  make,  (hey  bring  commonly 
to  theee  booties,  bein^  upon  thoee  waate  ^aoes,where 
they  are  rmdily  received,  and  the  thief  harboured 
Irom  d  anger  of  law,  or  such  officers  es  might  light 
upon  him.  Moreover ,the  people  thetthus  live  in  thoee 
booties,  grow  thereby  the  more  barbaroua,  and  tive 
more  licentiooaly  than  they  could  in  towns,  using 
what  oaannera  they  tiat,and  practising  what  mischiefs 
and  villaoiee  they  will,  eitner  against  the  Govern- 
ment there  by  their  combinations,  or  against  private 
men,  whom  they  malign,  by  ateating  tbeir  goods,  or 
murdering  themselvea.  For  there  they  think  them- 
selves half  exempted  from  law  and  obedience,  and 
having  once  tasted  freedom,  do,  like  a  ateer  that  hath 
been  long  out  of  his  yoke,  grudge  and  repine  ever 
after,  to  come  undv  role  again. 

Evoox.« — By  your  spcMb,  Ireneua,  I  perceive 
more  evil  cornea  oy  thia  uaa  of  hoolies,  than  good 
by  their  graaing ;  and  tharafora  it  may  well  be  re- 
formed :  but  tmtt  must  be  in  its  due  course.  Do 
you  proceed  to  the  nexC 

]uai.-«'Tbey  hare  another  cnatom  from  the  Scy- 
thians, that  is,  the  wearing  of  atantlea  and  long 
giihU,  which  ia  a  thick  curled  buah  of  hair  han|;ing 
down  over  their  eyes,  and  monstroualy  disguising 
them ;  which  are  both  very  bad  and  burtluL 

EuDOx« — ^Do  you  think  that  the  mantle  coaaeth 
from  the  Scythiana  T  I  would  aurefy  think  other- 
wiM ;  lor  by  that  which  I  have  read,  it  appeareth, 
that  moat  nationa  of  the  world  anciently  uasd  the 
mantle.  For  the  Jews  uMd  it,aa  you  may  read  of 
Elka'a  mantle.  &c. ;  the  Cbaldeea  also  need  it,  aa  ye 
may  rand  in  Diodorua ;  the  Egyptians  likewiaeuaed 
it,  aa  ye  may  rand  in  Herodotus,  and  nmy  be  gn- 
therad  by  the  deacription  of  Bennice,  in  the  Greek 
itary  upon  CiltiMmfhoB  The  Greeka  alao 
it  ancNOtlT,  m  appanrach  by  Venua'a  mantle 


lined  with  acara,  though  afterwards  thaj  changed 
the  form  thereof  into  their  clonks,  called  peffia, 
aa  aome  of  the  Iriah  alao  naa.  And  the  andent 
Latina  and  Roaaana  need  h,  aa  yon  may  read  in 
Virgil,  who  wna  a  very  great  antiquary,  that  Evander, 
when  ^ntus  came  to  him  at  his  feaat,  did  entertain 
and  fimat  him,  sitting  on  the  ground,  and  lying  on 
mantles ;  insomuch  sa  he  imeth  the  very  word  saan- 
tile  for  a  mantleu 

" Hnmi  mantilia  atanrant.'' 

So  that  it  aeemeth,  that  the  mantle  was  n  guneral 
habit  to  moat  nationa,  and  not  proper  to  the  Scy- 
thiana only,  aa  you  sujmoae. 
Inmr^—I  cannot  deny  but  that  anciently  it  waa  com- 
mon to  moat;  and  vet  aith  thenoe  diauaed  and  laid 
away.    But  in  thia  latter  age  of  the  world,  since  the 
decay  of  the  Roman  cmpin,  it  waa  renewed  and 
brought  in  again  by  thoee  northern  nations,  when 
breaUng  out  of  their  cold  cavea  and  froien  habits^ 
tions,  into  the  sweet  soil  of  Europe,  they  brouglit 
with  them  their  ususl  weeds,  fit  to  shield  the  cold, 
and  that  continual  frost  to  which  they  bad  at  home 
been  inured ;  the  which  yet  they  UA  not  off,  by 
raaaon  that  thevivara  in  perpetual  wars  with  the 
nationa  whom  they  had  invaded,  but  still  remoring 
from  piece  to  place,  carried  always  with  them  thai 
weed,  aa  their  houae,  their  bed,  and  their  garmeot ; 
and  coming  lastly  into  Ireland,  they  found  there 
more  apeciu  use  thereof,  by  reason  of  the  raw  cold 
climate,  from  whom  it  ia  now  grown  into  that  gene- 
ral use  in  w.ich  that  people  now  have  it.    After 
whom,  the  Gaula  aucoeeding,  yet  finding  the  like 
neceasity  of  that  garment,  contmned  the  like  use 
thereot 

Euooz^ — Since  then  the  neoeaaity  thereof  b  so 
commodious,  ai  you  allege,  that  it  ia  tnstcsd  of 
boosing,  bedding,  and  clothing ;  what  reason  hare 
you  then  to  wish  so  necrsaary  a  thing  cast  off  t 

luEM^ — BecBuse  the  commodity  doth  not  eountervsil 
the  disooBkmootty ;  for  the  iiicooveQi«nces  which 
thereby  do  arise,  are  much  more  many  ;  for  it  it  a 
fit  house  for  an  outlaw,  a  meet  bed  for  a  rebd,  and 
an  apt  cloek  for  a  thief.  FinX,  the  outlaw,  being  for 
his  many  crimes  and  villanies  banished  from  the 
towns  and  houses  of  honest  men,  and  wandering  in 
waste  placea,  frr  from  danger  of  law,  maketh  his 
mantle  his  hcotae,  and  under  it  covereth  himself  from 
the  wrath  of  heeven,  from  the  offence  of  the  earth, 
and  from  the  eight  of  men.  When  it  raineth,  it  is 
his  pent-house ;  when  it  bloweth,  it  b  his  tent ;  when 
it  freeseih,  it  is  his  tahemade.  In  aummer,  he  can 
wear  it  looae;  in  winter  he  can  wrap  it  close ;  at  all 
timea  he  can  use  it ;  never  heavy,  never  cnmbenome. 
Likewiae  for  a  rebel  it  is  aa  aerticeeble ;  for  in  thia 
war  that  he  msketh  (if  at  least  it  deeer? e  the  name 
of  war),  whan  he  atill  fiieth  from  hia  foe,  and  lurkech 
in  the  diick  woods  and  atxait  passagea,  waiting  for 
advantages ;  it  is  his  bed,  vce,  snd  almoat  his  house- 
hold stidt  For  the  wooJ  is  his  house  agsinst  ail 
weathers,  and  his  mantle  ia  hia  eooch  to  aleep  in ; 
therein  he  wrappeth  bimaelf  round,  and  coocheth 
himself  strongly  sgainst  the  gnats,  which,  in  that 
country,  do  more  annoy  the  naked  rebels,  whilst 
they  keep  the  wooda,  and  do  amra  aharply  wound 
them  than  all  their  enemiea'  aworda  or  spears,  which 
can  seldom  come  nigh  them.  Yea,  and  oftentmica 
their  mandeasrvaih  them  whan  they  are  near  driven, 
being  wn^ped  about  their  left  ann,  instsad  cf  a  tar- 
get;  for  it  is  hard  to  ont  through  with  n  awnrdi 
bcsidea,  it  is  tight  to  bear,  light  ttthfvwtvif*  aa4 


A  VIEW  OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


495 


m  an.  Lwtly,  for  a  thief,  tt  is  so  handaome,  as  it 
b«Dg»  aa  they  eooimoiily  are»  naked,  it  is  to  them  all 
may  aeen  it  was  first  inTented  for  him ;  for  under  it 
he  BMj  cleanly  eoBTey  any  fit  milage  that  eometh 
handsoBMly  in  his  way ;  and  when  hegoeth  abroad 
in  the  night  in  firee-booting,  it  is  his  best  and  surest 
friend ;  for  lying,  as  they  often  do,  two  or  three 
nights  together  abroad,  to  watch  for  their  booty,  with 
that  they  can  prettily  shroud  themselTes  under  a  bush 
or  a  bankside,  till  Uiey  can  conreniently  do  their 
errand ;  and  when  all  is  oTer,  he  can,  in  ms  mantle^ 
pass  through  any  town  or  company,  being  close 
nooded  oTer  his  head,  as  he  uaeth,  from  knowledge 
of  any  to  whom  he  is  endangered.  Besides  this,  he, 
or  sny  man  else  thet  is  disposed  to  mischief  or  nl- 
Isny,  msy,  under  his  mantle,  ^  privil^r  armed, 
without  suspicion  of  sny,  carry  his  head-piece,  his 
ekeen,  or  pistol,  if  he  please,  to  be  always  in  readi- 
ness. Thus  necessary  and  fitting  is  a  mantle  for  a 
bad  man,  and  surely  lor  a  bad  housewife  it  is  no  less 
couTenient;  for  some  of  them  that  be  wandering 
women,  called  of  them  Mana-ShuU,  it  is  half  a  ward- 
robe, for  in  aummer  you  shall  find  her  arrayed  com- 
monly but  in  her  smock  and  mantle,  to  be  more 
ready  for  her  light  serrices ;  in  winter  and  in  her 
travel,  it  is  her  cloak  and  safeguard,  and  also  a  co- 
▼erlet  for  her  lewd  exercise ;  and  when  she  hath 
filled  her  ressel,  under  it  she  can  hide  both  her  bor- 
dsn  and  her  blame ;  yea,  and  when  her  bastard  is 
bora ,  it  serves  insteect  of  swaddling  clouts.  And  ss 
for  all  other  good  women  which  love  to  do  but  little 
work,  how  handsome  it  is  to  lie  in  and  sleep,  or  to 
loose  themselves  in  the  sunshine,  they  that  have 
been  but  a  while  in  Ireland  can  well  witness.  Sure 
I  am  that  you  will  think  it  very  unfit  for  a  good 
housewife  to  stir  in,  or  to  busy  herself  about  her 
housewifery  in  such  sort  as  she  should.  These  be 
some  of  the  abuses  for  which  I  would  think  it  meet 
to  forbid  all  mantles. 

Evooz. — O  evil-minded  man,that  having  reckoned 
up  so  many  uses  of  a  mantle,  will  yet  wish  it  to  be 
abandoned !  Sure,  I  think  Diogenes'  dish  did  never 
serve  his  master  for  more  turns,  notwithstanding 
that  he  made  it  his  dish,  his  cup,  his  cap,  his  mea- 
sure, his  waterpot,  than  a  mantle  doth  an  Irishman, 
But  I  see  they  be  most  to  bad  intents,  and  therefore 
I  Will  join  with  you  in  abolishing  it.  Bat  what  blame 
lay  you  to  the  gtibb  ?  Take  heed,  I  pray  you,  that  yon 
be  not  toobusy  therewith,  for  fear  of  your  own  blame, 
aeeing  our  Englishmen  take  it  up  m  such  a  general 
fiMhion,  to  wear  their  hair  so  immeasurably  long,  that 
some  of  them  exceed  the  lonj^est  Irish  elibbs. 

leiXd — 1  fear  not  the  blame  of  any  undeseryed  dis- 
likes ;  but  for  the  Irish  glibbs,  they  are  as  fit  masks 
as  a  mantle  ia  for  a  thief;  for  whensoever  he  hath 
run  himaelf  into  that  peril  of  law  that  he  will  not  be 
known,  he  either  cutreth  off  his  glibb  quite,  by 
which  he  beccaneth  nothing  like  himself,  or  pulletn 
it  so  low  down  over  his  eyes,  thst  it  is  very  bard  to 
discetn  hia  thievish  countenance,  and  therefore  fit  to 
be  tfusecd  up  ^itl>  the  mantle. 

Xvonx^^-Trnhf  these  three  Scythian  abuses,  I 
hold  most  fit  to  M  taken  away  with  sharp  penalties, 
and  sore  I  wonder  how  they  have  been  lept  thus 
long,  notwithstanding  so  msny  good  provisions  and 
ofden  Bs  have  been  devised  for  that  people. 

laxy^Tbe  cause  thereof  aball  appear  to  you  here- 
after; hot  let  us  now  go  forward  with  our  Scythian 
cttsioma,  of  which  the  next  that  I  have  to  treat  of  is 
Che  mmuku  of  nubg  the  cij  in  their  confliola»  and 


at  other  troublesome  times  of  uproar,  the  which  is 
reiy  natural  Scythian,  as  you  may  read  in  Diodorus 
Siculus,  and  in  Herodotua,  describing  the  manner 
of  the  Scythiana  and  Parthians  coming  to  give  the 
charge  at  battles,  at  which  it  is  aaid  that  tlMy  came 
runninff  with  a  terrible  yell,  as  if  heaven  and  eartib 
would  have  gone  together,  which  is  the  rery  image 
of  the  Irish  hubbub,  which  their  kern  use  at  their 
first  encounter.  Besides,  the  ssme  Herodotus 
writeth,  that  diey  used  in  their  battles  to  call  upon 
the  names  of  their  captaina  or  generals,  and  aome- 
timea  upon  their  j^eatest  kings  deceased,  as  in  that 
battle  of  Thomyns,  against  Cyrus,  whidi  custom, 
to  this  day,  manifestly  sppeareth  amongst  the  Irish. 
For  at  their  joining  of  battle,  they  likewise  call  upon 
their  captain'a  name,  or  the  word  of  his  ancestors. 
As  they,  under  Oneal,  cry  Laundarg-abo,  that  is,  the 
Bloody  Hand,  which  is  OneaTs  bsdge,  they  under 
O'Brien  call  Launlaidgr,  that  is,  ihe  Strong  Hand. 
And  to  their  ensample,  the  old  Engli^  also  which 
there  remsineth,  have  eotten  up  their  cries  Scythian- 
like, as  Crom-abo,  and  Butkr'abo.  And  here  alao 
lieth  open  another  manifest  proof,  that  the  Irish  be 
Scythee  or  Scots,  for  in  all  their  encounten,  they 
use  one  very  common  word,  crying  Jemgh,  fer^ 
ragh,  which  is  a  Scottiah  word,  to  wit — the  name  of 
ooe  of  the  fint  kinga  of  Scotland,  called  Ferragus, 
or  Fergus,  which  fought  against  the  Picts,  as  you 
may  read  in  Buchanan,  Dt  Rtbut  SeoUeU  ;  but  as 
othera  write,  it  was  long  before  that  the  name  of 
ehir  chief  captain  under  v»hom  they  fought  i^;ainst 
the  Afiricana,  the  which  was  then  so  fortunate  unto 
them,  that  ever  sithence,  they  haye  used  to  call 
upon  his  name  in  their  battlea. 

EvDOx. — Believe  me,  this  observation  of  yours, 
Ireneus,  is  very  good  and  dehgfatful,  far  bevond 
the  blind  conceit  of  some,  who,  I  remember,  ^nave 
upon  the  same  word,/«rrt^A,  made  a  very  blunt 
coniecture,  as,  namely,  Mr.  tttanihunt,  who,  though 
he  be  the  same  countryman  bom,  that  should  seareh 
more  nearly  into  the  secret  of  these  things,  yet  hath 
strayed  from  the  truth  sll  the  heavens  wide,  aa  they 
ssy,  for  he  thereupon  groundeth  a  yery  eross  ima- 
gination, that  the  Iriui  ahould  descend  from  the 
Egyptians  which  came  into  that  island;  fint  under 
the  leading  of  one  Scots,  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh; 
whereupon  they  uae,  aaith  he.  in  aU  their  battles,  to 
call  upon  the  name  of  Pharaoh,  crying  Ferragh, 
Ferragh,  Surely  he  ahoota  wide  on  the  bow-hand, 
and  very  far  from  the  mark.  For  I  would  first 
know  of  him  what  ancient  groimd  of  authority  he 
hath  for  auch  a  senseless  fable,  and  if  he  have  any 
of  the  rude  Irish  books,  ss  it  may  be  he  hath,  yet, 
meseems,  thst  a  man  of  hia  learning  ahould  not  so 
lightly  have  been  carried  away  with  old  wives'  tales, 
from  approvance  of  his  own  reason ;  for  whether  it 
be  a  amack  of  any  learned  judgment  to  say  that 
Scots  is  like  an  Egyptian  word,  let  the  learned 
judge.  But  his  Scots  rather  comes  of  the  Greek 
ffKSrBt  thst  isy  darkness,  which  hath  not  let  him  see 
the  light  of  the  truth. 

Irin. — You  know  not,  Eudoxus,  how  well  M. 
Stan,  could  aee  in  the  dark ;  perhapa  he  bath  owls 
or  cats'  eyes ;  but  well  I  wot  he  seeth  not  well  the 
very  light  in  msttera  of  more  weight.  But  ss  for 
Ferragki  I  have  told  my  conjecture  only,  and  vet 
thus  much  I  have  more  to  prove  a  likelihood,  that 
there  be  yet  at  this  day  in  Ireland  many  Irishmen, 
chiefly  in  the  northern  parts,  called  by  tne  name  ox 
Firragh.    But  let  that  now  bej  this  only  fior  tUa 


plao0  snflicethf  that  it  ii  a  word  used  in  their  eom- 
mon  hubbubs,  the  which,  with  all  the  reat,  is  to  he 
abolished,  for  that  it  discoTsreth  an  affectation  to 
Insh  csptainrr,  which  in  this  platform  I  endeavour 
apeciaUy  to  beat  down.    There  be  other  sorts  of 
cries  also  used  smongst  the  Irish,  which  savour 
greatly  of  tha  Scythian  barbarism,  as  their  Ismenta- 
tions  at  their  burials,  with  despairful  outcries  end 
immoderate  wailinga,  the  which  Mr.  Staoihurst  might 
also  have  used  for  an  argument  to  prove    them 
£gyptiana.     For  so  in  Scripture  it  is  mentioned, 
that  the  Egyptians  lamented  tor  the  death  of  Joseph. 
Others  thmk  this  custom  to  come  from  the  Spa- 
niards, for  that  they  do  immessursbly  likewise  be- 
wail their  dead ;  but  the  ssme  is  not  proper  Spanish, 
but  sltogether  heatheniah;  brought  in  thither,  first, 
either  by  the  Scjrthians,  or  tha  Moors  that  were 
Africans,  and  long  possessed  that  country.    For  it  is 
the  manner  of  all  Psgans  snd  Infidels  to  be  intem- 
perate in  their  wailiags  of  their  dead,  for  that  they 
nad  no  faith  nor  hope  of  salvation.    And  this  ill  cus- 
tom also  is  specislly  noted  by  Diodorus  Siculus,  to 
have  been  in  the  Scythians,  and  is  yet  amonpt  the 
northern  Scots  at  this  day,  as  you  may  read  m  their 
chronicles. 

EuDOXw-^This  is  sure  an  ill  custom  also,  but  yet 
doth  not  so  much  concern  civil  reformation,  as  abuses 
in  religion. 

InsN.-^I  did  not  rehearse  it  as  one  of  the  abuses 
which  I  thought  most  worthy  of  reformation  ;  but 
having  made  mention  of  Irish  cries,  I  thought  this 
manner  of  lewd  crying  and  howling,  not  imperti- 
nent to  be  noted,  as  uncivil  snd  Scytfiian-Uke :  for 
by  thcM  old  customs,  and  other  like  conjeetursl  cir- 
cumstances, the  descents  of  nations  can  only  be 
proved,  where  other  monuments  of  writings  are  not 
remaining. 

EuDOx^ — ^Then  (I  prsy  you)  whensoever  in  your 
discourse  vou  meet  with  them  by  the  wsy,  do  not 
shun,  but  boldly  touch  them  :  for  besides  their  great 
pleasure  snd  delight  for  their  sntiquity,  they  bring 
also  great  profit  and  help  upto  civility. 

lasN.—Then  sith  you  will  have  it  so,  I  will  here 
take  occasion,  since  I  lately  spake  of  their  manner  of 
cries  in  joining  of  battle,  to  speak  also  somewhat  of 
the  manner  of  their  arms,  ana  array  in  battle,  with 
other  customs  perhsps  worthy  the  noting.  And  first 
of  their  arms  and  weapons,  amongst  which  their 
broad-swords  are  proper  Scjrthisn;  for  such  the 
Scyths  used  conunonly,  as  you  may  read  in  Olaus 
Magnus ;  snd  the  same  also  the  old  Scots  used,  as 
you  msy  resd  in  Buchanan,  and  in  Solinus,  where 
the  pictures  of  them  are  in  the  same  form  expressed. 
Also  their  short  bows,  and  little  quivers,  with  short 
bearded  arrows,  are  very  Scythian,  as  you  may  resd 
in  the  same  Olaus.  And  the  same  sort  both  of  bows, 
quivers,  and  arrows,  are  at  this  day  to  be  seen  com- 
monly amongst  the  Northern  Irish-Scots,  whose 
Scottiih  bows  sre  not  past  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
long,  with  a  string  of  wreathed  hemp  slackly  bent, 
and  whose  arrows  are  not  much  above  half  an  ell 
long,  tipped  with  steel  hesds,  made  like  common 
broad  arrow-heads,  but  much  more  shsrp  and  slen- 
der ;  that  they  enter  into  a  man  or  horse  most  cruelly, 
notwithsuuKung  that  they  are  shot  forth  weakly. 
Moreover,  their  long  broad  shields,  made  up  with 
wicker  rods,  which  are  commonly  used  amongst  the 
said  Northern  Irish,  but  especially  of  the  Scots,  are 
brought  horn  the  Scythians,  as  you  msy  read  in  Olaus 
Magnus,  Solinus,  and  others :  likewise  their  going 


to  battle  without  annour  on  their  bodies  oi  lie«is, 
but  trusting  to  the  thickness  of  their  gUbs,  the  which 
Cthey  say)  will  sometimes  bear  off  a  good  stroke,  is 
mere  Scythian,  as  you  may  see  in  the  said  nnamof 
the  old  Scythea  or  Soots,  set  forth  by  Herodianus 
and  others.    Besides,  their  confused  kmd  of  march, 
in  heaps,  without  any  order  or  ariaj,  their  clashing 
of  swords  together,  their  fierce  rannxng  vpoo  their 
enemies,  and  their  manner  of  fi^ht,  rasemblech  aJro- 
gether  that  which  is  read  in  histoiies  to  have  hea 
used  of  the  Scythians.    By  which  it  may  almost  ia- 
&lUbly  be  gathered,  together  with  other  dx^om- 
stances,  that  the  Iriah  are  very  Scots  or  Scythes 
originslljr,  though  sithence  intermingled  widi  many 
other  nations  repairing  and  joining  unto  than.   And 
to  these  I  may  alao  add  another  strong  conjecture 
which  oometh  to  my  mind,  that  I  have  often  ob- 
aerved  there  smongst  them ;  that  is,  certain  reKgious 
oeremoniea,  which  are  very  superstitionsly  yeC  used 
amongst  them ;  the  which  are  alao  written  by  snodry 
authors,  to  have  been  observed  smongst  the  Scythians, 
bv  whiish  it  may  rerj^  vehemently  he  presumed  that, 
the  nations  were  anciently  all  one.  For  Plntareh  (as 
I  remember)  in  his  treatise  of  Homer,  er^deavooring 
to  search  out  the  truth,  what  ooontryman  Homer 
was,  proveth  it  most  strongly  (as  he  thinketh)  that 
he  waa  an  ^olian  bom,  for  that  in  describing  a  sa- 
orifice  of  the  Greeks,  he  omitted  the  Iota,  the  which 
all  the  other  Grecians  (saving  the  iEolisna)  oee  to 
bum  in  their  sacrifices  :  slso  for  thst  he  makes  the 
entrails  to  be  roasted  on  five  spits,  which  was  the 
proper  manner  of  the  ^olians,  who  only,  of  all 
the  nationa   of  Grecia,  used  to  sacrifice  in  that 
aort.  By  which  he  infeneth  necesaarily,  that  Homer 
was  an  iEolian.    And  by  the  same  reason  msy  I 
ss  reasonably  conclude,  that  the  Irish  are  descended 
from  the  Scythians ;  for  that  they  use  ^sven  to  this 
day)  some  of  the  same  oeremoniea  which  Uie  Scythians 
anciently  used.    As,  for  example,  you  may  reed  in 
Lucian,  in  that  aweet  dialogue,  which  ia  eoniled 
Toxaris,  or  of  friendship,  that  the  common  oath  of  the 
Scythians  waa  by  the  sword,  and  bv  the  fire ;  for  that 
the^  accounted   those  two  speciaii  Divine  Poweia, 
which  should  work  vengeance  on  the  perjurers.   So 
do  the  Irish  at  this  day,  when  they  go  to  battle,  say 
certain  prayere  or  charms  to  their  swords,  making  a 
cross  therewith  upon  the  esrth,  and  thrusting  uie 
points  of  their  blades  into  the  ground,  thinking 
thereby  to  have  the  better  success  in  fight.    Also 
they  use  commonly  to  swear  by  their  swords«    Alao 
the  Scythians  used,  when  they  would  bind  any  so* 
lemn  vow  or  combination  amongst  them,  to  dnnk  a 
bowl  of  blood  together,  vowing  thereby  to  spend 
their  last  blood  in  that  quarrel :  and  even  so  do 
the  wild  Scots,  as  yon  msy  read  in  Bnehanaa; 
and  some  of  the  Northern  Irish.    Likewise  at  the 
kindling  of  the  fire,  and  lighting  of  candles,  fh/tj 
say  certain  prayers,  and  use  some  other  anperati- 
tious  rites,  which  show  that  they  honour  the  fire 
snd  the  light:  for  sll  those  northern  nationa  having 
been  used  to  bo  annoyed  with  much  cold  and  dark- 
ness, are  wont  therefore  to  haye  the  fire  and  tJhe 
sun  in  great  veneration :  like  as  contrarywise  the 
Moors  and  Egyptians,   which  are  much  offended 
and  grieved  with  extreme  heat  of  the  sun,  do  every 
morning  when  the  sun  sriseth.  iall  to  coning  and 
banning  of  him  as  their  plsgne.    You  may  alao 
read  in  the  same  book,  in  the  tale  of  Arsaoomas. 
that  it  was  the  manner  of  the  Scythians,  when  any 
one  of  them  was  heavily  wronged,  and  would  «. 
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taoible  nnto  Idm  any  forces  of  people  to  join  with 
bha  in  bit  revengOi  to  sit  in  eome  pnblio  place  for 
certain  days  upon  an  ox-bide,  to  wbich  there  would 
resort  all  sucn  persons  as,  being  disposed  to  take 
anns,  would  ent^r  into  his  pay,  or  join  with  him  in 
his  qnarreL  And  the  same  you  may  likewise  read 
to  baTC  been  the  andent  manner  of  the  wild  Scots, 
wbich  are  indeed  the  rery  natural  Irish.  More- 
over, the  Scythians  used  to  swear  by  their  king's 
bana,  as  Olans  sboweth.  And  so  do  the  Irish  use 
now  to  swear  by  their  lord's  band ;  and  to  forswear 
it,  bold  it  more  criminal  than  to  swear  by  God. 
Also  the  Scythians  eaid,  that  they  were  once  a-year 
turned  into  wolres,aod  so  is  it  written  of  the  Irish, 
though  Master  Camden  in  a  better  sense  doth  sup- 
pose it  was  a  disease,  called  Lyeanthropia,  so  named 
of  the  wolf.  And  yet  some  of  the  Irish  do  use  to 
mske  the  wolf  their  gossip.  The  Scythhins  used 
also  to  aeeth  the  flesh  in  tbe  bide ;  and  so  do  the 
northern  Irish.  Tbe  Scythiana  used  to  draw  the 
blood  of  tbe  beast  liTing,  and  to  make  meat  thereof; 
and  so  do  tbe  Irish  in  the  north  still.  Many  such 
customs  I  could  recount  unto  you,  as  of  their  old 
manner  of  msrrying,  of  bur3nng,  of  dancing,  of 
singing,  of  feasting,  of  cursing,  though  Christians 
bare  wiped  out  tbe  most  part  of  them  :  by  resem- 
blance whereof  it  might  piaioly  appear  to  you,  that 
the  nations  are  the  same,  but  tnat  by  the  reckoning 
of  these  few,  which  I  bare  told  unto  you,  I  6nd 
my  speech  drawn  out  to  a  greater  length  than  I 
purposed.  Thus  much  only  for  this  time,  I  hope, 
sball  suffice  you,  to  think  that  the  Irish  are  anciently 
deduced  from  the  Scythians. 

EuDox. — Surely,  ireneus,  I  bsre  beard,  in  these 
few  words,  that  from  yon  which  I  would  bsre 
thought  bad  been  impossible  to  have  been  spoken 
of  times  so  remote,  and  customs  so  ancient :  with 
delight  whereof  I  was  all  that  while  as  it  were  en- 
tranced, and  carried  so  far  from  myself,  as  that  I  am 
now  riglit  sorry  that  you  ended  so  soon«  But  I 
marvel  much  how  it  cometh  to  pass,  that  in  so  long 
continuance  of  time,  and  so  many  ages  come  be- 
tween, yet  any  jot  of  thoae  old  rites  and  aupersti- 
tious  customs  should  remain  amongst  them. 

Irah. — It  u  no  cause  of  wonder  at  all,  for  it  is 
the  manner  of  many  nations  to  be  rery  supersti- 
tious, and  dili|^t  obaerTers  of  old  customs  and 
antiquities,  which  they  receive  by  continual  tradi- 
tions from  their  parents,  by  recording  of  their  bards 
and  chronicles,  in  their  songs,  and  by  daily  use  and 
•osample  of  their  elders. 

EoDox^^But  bare  you  (I  pray  you)  observed 
any  tueh  customs  amongst  them,  brought  likewise 
from  the  Spaniards  or  Gauls,  as  these  from  the 
Scythians  ?  that  may  sure  be  very  material  to  your 
first  purpose. 

laxK. — Some  perhaps  I  have,  and  who  that  will 
br  thia  occasion  more  diligently  mark  and  compare 
their  customs,  shall  find  many  more.  But  there 
are  fewer  remaining  of  the  Gauls  or  Spaniarda, 
than  of  the  Scjrthians,  by  resaon  that  the  parts 
wbtefa  they  then  postessed,  lying  upon  the  coast 
€(  the  western  and  southern  sea,  were  sithenoe 
visited  with  strangers  and  foreign  people,  repairing 
thither  for  tnffio,  and  for  fishing,  wbich  is  very 
pleotiful  opon  those  coasts:  for  the  tnde  and  in- 
terdeal  of^  aea-coast  nationa  one  with  another, 
woriteih  more  civility  and  good  fashions  ("sll 
•eamen  being  naturally  desirous  of  new  fashions), 
tfaaa  amongst  the   tnbnd  folk,  which  are  seldom 


seen  of  foreignera ;   yet  some  of  such  as  I  have 
noted,  I  will  recount  unto  you.     And  first  I  will 
for  the  better  credit  of  tbe  rest,   show  you  one, 
out   of  their  statutea,  among  which  it  is  enscted 
that  no  man  shall  wear  bis  besrd,  only  on  the  upper 
lip,  shaving  all  bis  chin.    And  this  was  the  ancient 
manner  of  tbe  Spaniards,  ss  yet  it  is  of  all  the  Ma- 
hometans, to  cut  off  all  their  beards  close,  save  only 
their  mostacbios  which  they  wear  long.    And  the 
cause  of  this  use  was,  for   that   thev  being  bred 
in  a  hot  country,  found  much  hair  on  their  faces  and 
other  parts,  to  be  noyous  unto  them ;  for  which 
cause  they  did  cut  it  most  away :  like  as  contrarily 
all  other  nations  brought  up  in  cold  countries,  do  use 
to  nourish  their  hair,  to  keep  them  the  warmer ;  which 
was  the  cause  that  the  Scythians  and  Scots  wore 
glibbs  (as  I  showed  you)  to  keep  their  heads  warm, 
and  long  bearda,  to  defend   their  faces  from  cold. 
From  them  also  (I  think)  came  saffron  shirts  and 
smocks,  which  were  devised  by  them  in  those  hot 
countries,  where  saffron  is  very  common  and  rife, 
for  avoiding  that  evil  which  cometh  by  much  sweat- 
ing, and  long  wearing  of  linen :  also  the  woman 
amongst  tbe  old  Spaniards  hsd  tbe  charge  of  all 
houaeoold  affaire,  both  at  home  and  abroad   (as 
Boemus  ?mteth),  though  now  the  Spsniards  use  it 
quite  otherwise.    And  so  have  the  Irish  women  the 
trust  and  care  of  all  things,  both  at  home,  and  in  the 
field.     Likewise  round  leather  targets  is  tbe  Spanish 
fashion,  who  used  it  (for  the  most  part  )  painted, 
which  in  Ireland  they  use  also  in  many  places,  co- 
loured after  their  rude  fashion.       IMIoreover,  the 
manner  of  their  women's  riding  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  horse.  I  mean  with  their  faces  towards  the  right 
side,  as  the  Irish  use,  is  (as  they  say^  old  Spanish, 
and  some  say  African,  for  so  amongst  them  the  women 
(they  say)  use  to  ride.  Also  tbe  deep  smock  sleeve, 
which  the  Irish  women  use,  they  say  was  old  Spanish, 
and  is  used  yet  in  Barbary  :  and  yet  that   should 
seem  nther  to  be  an  old  English  fashion ;  for  in 
armory  tbe  faabion  of  the  Manche,  which  is  given 
in  srms,  by  many,  being  indeed  nothing  else  bnt  a 
aleeve,  is  fashioned  much  like  to  that  sleeve.    And 
that  knigbta  in  ancient  times  used  to  wear  their  mis- 
tresses or  loves*  sleeve  upon  their  arms ;  asappeareth 
by  that  wbich  is  written  of  Sir  Lcuncelot,  that  he 
wore  tbe  sleeve  of  tbe  fair  Maid  of  Asteloth  in  a  tour- 
ney, whereat  Queen  Guenever  was  much  displeased. 

£uDOXd — Your  conceit  is  good,  and  well  fitting 
for  things  so  far  grown  from  certainty  of  knowledge 
and  learning  only  upon  likelihoods  snd  conjectures. 
But  have  you  any  customs  remaining  from  the  Gauls 
or  Britams? 

Irin. — ^I  have  observed  a  few  of  either  ;  and  who 
will  better  searob  into  them,  may  find  more :  And 
firat,  the  profession  of  their  bards  waa  (as  Cesar 
wricetb)  usual  amongst  the  Gaulu,  and  the  same  was 
also  common  amongat  the  Britains,  and  is  not  vet 
altogether  left  off  with  the  Welsh  .which  are  their 
posterity.  For  all  tbe  fashions  of  the  Gauls  and 
Britaina,  as  be  testifieth,  were  much  like.  The  long 
dsrts  came  alao  from  tbe  Gauls,  as  you  may  read  in 
the  same  Caeaar,  and  in  Jo.  Boemus.  Likewise  the 
said  Jo.  Boemus  writeth,  that  the  Gauls  used  swords 
a  handful  broad,  and  so  do  tbe  Irish  now.  Also 
they  used  long  wicker  shields  in  battle,  that  ahould 
cover  their  whole  bodies,  and  so  do  tbe  northern 
Irish.  But  1  have  not  seen  such  fashioned  targets 
used  in  the  southern  parts,  but  only  smongst  the 
northern  people,  and  Irish  Scots :  1  do  think  that 
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they  wen  broagbt  m  rather  bj  the  Scytbiaiifl  than 
by  the  Ganli*  Abo  the  GeaU  ueed  to  drink  their 
eocmiee'  blood,  and  point  thomoWee  therewith.  So 
alao  they  write,  that  tho  oU  Iriab  were  woot,  and 
ao  hare  I  leen  aone  of  the  Irish  do.  but  not  their 
oooniee',  bat  frienda'  Uood :  as  namolr*  at  the  exo- 
oution  of  a  notable  traitor  at  LimerieK  ealled  Miir> 
rough  O'Brien,  I  aaw  an  old  wooaan,  which  waa  hia 
foater-mother,  take  np  hia  heed,  whilat  he  waa  qoar- 
tored,  and  anokedap  all  the  blood  that  ran  thereout, 
aajring,  that  the  earth  waa  not  worthy  to  drink  it ; 
and  therewith  alao  ateeped  her  iaee  and  breaat,  and 
tore  her  hair,  evying  oat  and  ahriaking  moat  ter- 
riblr. 

EuDoz^^Yon  hare  rery  well  run  through  aueh 
cnatoma  aa  the  Iriah  hare  derired  from  the  firat  old 
nationa  which  inhabited  the  land;  namely,  the 
Scythiana,  the  Spaniarda,  tho  Gaula,  and  the 
Britaina.  It  now  ranuinetb  that  yoo  uke  in  hand 
the  ca»toma  of  the  old  Engliah  which  are  amongat 
the  Iriah ;  of  which  I  do  not  think  that  you  ahall 
hare  much  caaae  to  find  fault  with,  oonaidering  that 
by  the  Engliah  moat  of  the  old  bed  Iriah  cuatoma 
were  abotiahed,  and  more  civil  fiuhiona  brought  in 
their  atcnd. 

Inm^-^Yoa  think  otherwiae,  Eadoxua,  than  I  do ; 
for  the  chiefeat  abaaea  which  are  now  in  that  reelm, 
tte  grown  from  the  Engliah,  and  aome  of  them  are 
now  much  more  lawleaa  and  Ucentioua  than  the 
rery  wild  Iriah !  ao  that  aa  much  care  aa  waa  by 
them  had  to  reform  the  Iriah,  ao  and  much  more 
must  now  be  need  to  reform  them;  ao  much  time 
doth  alter  the  maonera  of  men. 

EuDOZd — That  aeemeth  rery  atrange  which  you 
pay,  that  men  ahould  ao  much  degenerate  from  their 
first  natures,  aa  to  grow  wild. 

I  REM ^— So  much  can  liberty  and  ill  ezamplea  do* 

EvDOX.r~Wbat  liberty  had  the  Engliah  there, 
more  than  they  had  here  at  homel  Were  not  the 
lawa  planted  amongat  them  at  the  first,  and  had  they 
not  goremora  to  curb  and  keep  them  atill  in  awe 
and  obedience  1 

luvf4 — They  had,  but  it  waa  for  the  moat  part 
auch  aa  did  more  hurt  than  good ;  for  theyhad  gov- 
emora  for  the  moat  part  of  them*eWea,  and  commonly 
out  of  the  two  familiea  of  the  Geraldinea  and  But- 
lera,  both  adreraariea  and  oo-rivala  one  against  the 
other ;  who  though  for  the  most  part  they  were  but 
deputiea  under  aome  of  the  kings  of  England's  sons, 
brethren,  or  other  near  kinamen,  who  were  the 
king*a  lieatenanta ;  yet  they  awayed  ao  much,  aa 
they  had  all  the  rule,  and  the  otbera  but  the  title. 
Of  which  Butlera  and  Geraldinea,  albeit  (I  must 
Gonfeaa)  there  were  very  brare  and  worthy  men,  aa 
alao  of  other  the  peera  of  that  realm,  made  Lord 
Deputies  and  I^ra  Juatioea,  at  aundry  times ;  yet 
through  greatneaa  of  their  late  conquests  and  aeig- 
nioriea,  they  grew  insolent,  and  bent  both  the  regal 
authority  and  alao  their  private  powera  one  against 
another,  to  the  utter  aubveraion  of  themselvea,  and 
atrengtfaening  of  the  Iriah  again.  Thia  you  may 
read  plainly  discovered  by  a  letter  written  from  the 
citizens  of  Cork,  out  of  Ireland,  to  the  Earl  of 
Shrewabury,  then  in  England,  and  remaining  yet 
upon  record,  both  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  also 
among  the  Chronidea  of  Ireland ;  wherein  it  ia  by 
them  complained,  that  the  Engliah  lorda  and  gentle- 
men, who  then  had  great  poaseaaiona  in  Ireland, 
began,  through  pride  and  inaolency,  to  make  private 
ware  one  agaiuat  another ;  and  when  either  part  was 


weak,  they  woold  wagoond  draw  in  tho  Iriah  to  taha 
their  part,  by  which  moana  they  both  p^^Ij  w- 
oouraged  ana  eoahled  tho  Irish,  which  til  chat  time 
had  iMen  abut  np  within  the  monntaina  of  Slew- 
longer,  an'd  waakened  and  dtaabled  ihonaelvaa.  in- 
aomnch  that  their  revennea  were  wondetliiUy  iai* 
paired,  and  aome  of  them  which  are  there  reckoned 
to  have  been  ^lo  to  have  apent  twelvo  or  thirteen 
handiod  pounda  per  annum  oiP  old  rant  (that  I  may 
aay  no  more)  beeidoa  their  commoditieo  of  creeks  and 
havena,  were  now  aenroe  able  to  diapend  the  third 
part,  from  whidi  diaorder,  and  throngh  other  huge 
calainitiea  which  have  come  upon  thorn  thereby, 
th^v  are  almoat  now  grown  Uke  the  Iriah — I  mean  of 
auch  Engliah  aa  were  planted  above  towards  the  west ; 
for  tho  Engliah  pale  hath  preaervod  itaelf  through 
the  neamese  of  the  State,  in  reaaonabla  eiviltty ; 
but  the  reat  which  dwelt  in  Connaogbt  and  in  Moa- 
ater,  which  ia  the  aweoceat  aoil  of  Ireland,  and  soom 
in  Leinater  and  Ulster,  are  degenerate ;  yea,  and  some 
of  them  have  ouite  shaken  off  their  EngKah  namea, 
and  pot  on  Iriah,  that  they  might  bs  altogethur 
Iriah. 

Eaias^— la  it  poaeihle  that  any  ahould  ao  &r  grow 
out  of  frame,  that  they  ahould,  in  ao  abort  apace, 
quite  forget  their  country  and  their  own  namet 
Thatia  a  moat  dangeroua  lethargy,  moeh  worse  than 
that  of  Meaaala  Corvinna,  who  being  a  moat  learned 
man,  through  aicknoaa  for^t  hia  own  name*  Bot 
can  3rou  count  oa  anv  of  thia  kind  1 

Irzw. — I  cannot,  but  by  report  of  the  Iriah  them- 
aelvee,  who  report,  that  the  Mac-mahona  in  tho  North 
were  anciently  English ;  to  wit,  descended  from  the 
Fita- Ursulas,  whidi  waa  a  noble  family  in  England ; 
and  that  the  lamo  appcareih  bv  the  aignificatioo  of 
their  Irish  namea.  Likewise  tnat  the  Mae-awynea, 
now  in  Ulater,  were  anciently  of  the  Veroa  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  that  they  themadvee  for  hatred  of  the 
English,  ao  disguised  their  namea* 

£oooz«~Could  they  ever  coneeivo  any  aoeh  di^ 
like  of  their  own  neural  coontriea,  oa  thai  they 
would  be  ashamed  of  their  name»  and  bitent  the  dng 
from  which  they  aooked  UfoT 

laaNw— I  wot  well  there  ahoold  bo  none^  hot 
proud  hearta  do  ofUntimoa  (Uko  wanton  OAltn)  kick 
at  their  mothera:  aa  wo  read  Alcibiadoa  and  Thomia- 
toclea  did,  who  hma^  baniahed  out  of  Athena,  fiod 
unto  the  kinga  of  Aaia,  and  there  atirred  them  np 
to  war  againat  their  countryi  in  which  ware  they 
themaelvea  were  chieftaina.    So  they  aay  did  theao 
MacHiwynea  and  Mac-mahons,  or  rnther  Verao  and 
Fita-Ursulaa,  for  private  deapight,  turn  thessaalvea 
againat  England.    For  at  auch  time  aa  Robert  Vera 
Earl  of  Ozford  waa,  in  tho  barooa'  warn  againat 
Kiog  Riohard  Uie  Second,  through  tho  mnUoo  of  the 
peers,  banished  the  realm,  and  proscribed,  ho  with 
nia  kinsman  Fita-Uraula  fled  into  Ireland;  where 
being  proaeouted.  and  afterwards  in  England  piA  «o 
death,  nia  kinaman  there  remaining  behind  in  Iroiaod 
rebelled,  and  cooapiring  with  tho  ln»^,  did  ^oite  eaat 
off  both  their  Engliah  name  and  alleginnco :  ainoa 
which  time  they  hat  a  so  remained  atill,  Mid  havoainoo 
been  counted  mere  Iriah.    The  very  hfca  ia  alao  to* 
ported  of  the  Mao-awynea,  Mao-mahoaea»  and  Mao- 
ahehiea  of  Munator,   how  they  likowiae  wore  nn- 
ciently  Engliah,  and  old  followora  to  tho  £ail  of 
Deamood,   until  tho  reion  of  King  Edward  tbe 
Fourth :  at  which  timo  the  Earl  of  Deemoftd  that 
then  waa,  called  Thomaa,  being  through  fidao  aiibot^ 
nation  (as  they  aay)  of  the  queens  lor 


k  VIEW  OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 


499 


bj  ber  agmiiist  him  eonceiTed,  bronglit  to  bis  death 
at  Trodagh  moat  aojoatly,  notwitbstandinr  that  he 
waa  aTery  good  and  sound  aabject  to  the  king; 
tbereupoa  all  his  kinsmen  of  the  Geraldines,  which 
then  was  a  mighty  family  in  Monster,  in  rerenge  of 
that  bags  wrong,  rose  into  arms  against  the  king, 
and  utterly  renounced  and  forsook  all  obedience  to 
the  crown  of  England ;  to  whom  the  said  Mac- 
swynes,  Mso-sbehies,and  Mac-mshones,  being  then 
serrants  and  fotlowera,  did  the  like  and  have  erer 
sithence  so  continued.  And  with  them  (they  say) 
all  the  people  of  Munater  went  out,  and  many  other  of 
them  whico  were  mere  English,  thenceforth  joined 
with  the  Irish  against  the  king,  and  termed  them- 
selrea  reiy  Irish,  taking  on  them  Irish  habits  and 
customs,  which  could  never  since  be  clean  wiped 
away ;  but  the  contagion  hath  remained  still  amongst 
their  posterities.  Of  which  sort  (tbey  say)  be  most 
of  the  simames  which  end  in  an,  as  Heman,  Shinan, 
Mungan,  &c,  the  which  now  account  themselvea 
natural  Irish.  Other  great  houses  there  be  of  the 
English  in  Ireland,  which  through  licentious  con- 
▼ening  with  the  Irish,  or  marrying,  or  fostering 
with  them,  or  lack  of  meet  nurture,  or  other  such 
mihappy  occasions,  hare  degenerated  from  their 
ancient  dignities,  and  are  now  grown  as  Irish  as 
0*Han1on^  Breech,  as  the  prorerb  there  is. 

EvDOz.— In  truth  this  which  you  tell  is  a  most 
shamelul  hearing,  and  to  be  reformed  with  most 
sharp  censures  in  so  great  personages,  to  the  terror 
of  the  meaner;  for  if  the  lords  and  chief  men  dege- 
nente,  what  aball  be  hoped  of  the  peasants  and 
haser  people  t  And  hereby  sure  you  nave  made  a 
lair  way  unto  yourself,  to  lay  open  the  abuses  of 
their  eril  customs,  which  you  hare  now  next  to  de- 
clare ;  the  which,  no  doubt,  but  are  very  bad,  being 
borrowed  from  the  Irish,  as  their  apparel,  their  lan- 
guage, their  ridmg,  and  many  other  the  like. 

Ijlbn^— You  cannot  but  hold  them  sure  to  be  rery 
unciTil ;  for  were  they  at  the  best  that  they  were  of 
old,  when  diey  were  brought  in,  they  should  in  so 
long  an  alteretion  of  time  seem  very  uncouth  and 
atrengew  For  it  is  to  be  thought,  that  the  use  of  all 
Englttid  was  (in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second, 
when  Ireland  was  planted  with  EngUsh)  rery  rude 
and  barbarous ;  so  as  if  the  same  should  be  now 
used  in  England  by  any,  it  would  seem  worthy  of 
sharp  correction,  and  of'^new  lawa  for  reformation : 
for  It  l»  but  even  the  other  day  since  England  grew 
eiviL  Therefore  in  counting  the  evil  customs  of  the 
English  there,  I  will  not  have  regard,  whether  the 
beginning  thereof  ware  Eng^Uh  or  Irish,  but  will 
have  reapect  only  to  the  mconvenience  thereof. 
And  first  I  have  to  find  fault  with  the  abuse  of  lan- 


ahottld 

BO  it  ia  ver^  inoonvenienty  and  the  cause  of  many 

Other  evils. 

£oi>oz.«-It  seemeth  strange  to  me,  that  the  Eng- 
Ssh  should  take  more  delight  to  speak  that  laog^uage 
than  their  own;  whereas  they  should  (methmks) 
ntber  take  scorn  to  Inure  thev  tongues  thereto.  For 
it  bath  ever  been  the  use  of  the  conqueror,  to  des- 
piae  the  language  of  the  conquered,  and  to  force 
mm  by  an  means  to  learn  his ;  so  did  the  Romans 
always  use,  insomuich  that  there  is  almoat  no  nation 
in  tlia  world,  but  ia  sprinkled  with  their  language. 
It  WM  good  therefore  (meaeema)  to  aearch  out  Uie 
'  ewisaof  this  evU  i  iSsr  the  same  being  dis- 


covered, a  redntss  thereof  will  the  more  easily  be 
provided :  for  I  think  it  very  strsnge,  that  the 
English  beiog  so  many,  and  the  Irish  so  few  as  they 
then  were  leix,  the  fewer  should  drew  the  more  unto 
their  use. 

Iren. — I  suppose  that  the  chief  cause  of  brineiog 
in  the  Irish  language  amongst  them,  was  specially 
their  fostering  and  marrying  with  the  Irish,  the 
which  are  two  most  dangeroua  infections  :  for  first, 
the  child  that  sucketh  the  milk  of  the  nurse,  must 
of  necessity  learn  his  first  speech  of  her :  the  which 
being  the  nrst  inured  to  his  tongue,  is  ever  afUr 
most  pleasing  unto  him :  insomuch,  as  though  he 
afterwards  be  tsught  English,  yet  the  smack  of  the 
firet  will  always  abide  with  him ;  and  not  only  of 
the  speech,  but  also  of  the  manners  and  conditions. 
For  besides  that  joung  children  be  like  apes,  which 
will  affect  and  imitate  what  they  see  done  before 
them,  especially  by  their  nurses,  whom  they  love  so 
well :  they  moreover  draw  into  themselves,  toge- 
ther with  their  suck,  even  the  nature  and  disposition 
of  their  nurses  :  for  the  mind  followeth  much  the 
temperature  of  the  body,  end  also  the  words  are  the 
image  of  the  mind,  so  as  they  proceeding  from  the 
mind,  the  mind  must  needs  be  affected  with  the 
words :  so  that  the  speech  being  Irish,  the  heart 
must  needs  be  Irish  ;  for  out  of  the  abundance  of 
the  heart,  the  tongue  speaketh.  The  next  is,  the 
marrying  with  the  Irish,  which  how  dangerous  a 
thing  it  IS  in  all  commonwealths,  appeareth  to  every 
airaplest  sense ;  and  though  some  great  ones  have 
perhapB  used  such  matches  with  their  vassals,  and 
nave  of  them  nevertheless  raised  worthy  issue,  as 
Telamoo  did  with  Tecmesss,  Alexander  the  Great 
with  Roxana,  and  Julius  Cssar  with  Cleopatre;  yet 
the  example  is  so  perilous,  ss  it  is  not  to  be  adven- 
tured :  for  instead  of  those  few  good,  I  could  count 
unto  them  infinite  many  evil.  And  indeed  how  can 
such  matching  succeea  well,  seeing  that  commonly 
the  child  taketh  most  of  his  nature  of  the  mother, 
besides  speech,  msnners,  and  inclination,  which  are 
(for  the  most  part)  agreeably  to  the  conditions  of 
their  mothers  1  for  by  them  they  are  6r8t  framed 
and  fashioned,  so  as  what  they  receive  once  from 
them,  they  will  hardly  ever  after  forego.  Therefore 
are  these  evil  customs  of  fostering  and  marrying 
with  the  Irish,  most  carefully  to  be  restrained :  for 
of  them  two,  the  third  evil,  that  is,  the  custom  of 
language  (which  I  spake  of),  chiefly  proceedeth. 

EuDox^ — But  are  there  not  laws  already  provided 
for  avoidine  of  thia  evilT 

Iren.— Yea,  I  think  there  be  ;  but  as  good  never 
a  whit  as  never  the  better :  for  what  do  statutes 
avail  without  penalties,  or  laws  without  charge  of 
execution  T  For  so  there  is  another  like  law  enac- 
ted against  wearing  of  the  Irish  apparel,  but  ne- 
verthemore  is  it  observed  by,  or  executed  by  them 
that  have  the  charge  ;  for  they  in  their  private  dis- 
cretions think  it  not  fit  to  be  forced  upon  the  poor 
wretches  of  that  country,  which  are  not  worth  the 
price  of  English  apparrel,  nor  expedient  to  be  prac- 
tised against  the  abler  aort,  by  reason  that  the  coun- 
try (say  they)  doth  yield  no  better;  and  were  there 
better  to  be  had,  yet  theae  were  fitter  to  be  used :  as 
namely,  the  mantle  in  travelling ;  because  there  be 
no  inns  where  meet  bedding  may  be  had,  so  that  hia 
mantle  aervea  him  then  for  a  bed.  The  leather- 
quilted  Jack  in  journeying  and  in  camping,  for  that 
it  is  fittest  to  be  under  bis  shirt  of  mail,  and  for  any 
occasion  of  anddan  service,  as  there  happen  many 
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to  eoTOT  his  trouie  on  liorsebaek.  The  great  lioen- 
loU,  wbicb  tbe  women  w«ar  to  keep  tbeir  heads 
warm,  after  cotdng  tbeir  hair,  which  they  use  in  any 
■ickaess.  Besidea  their  thick-folded  Unen  ahirta, 
their  long-aleeTed  smocks*  their  half  aleered  coats, 
their  silken  fillets,  and  all  the  rest,  they  will  derise 
some  coloar  for,  either  of  neceasi^,  or  of  antiqaity, 
or  of  comeliness. 

Eudoxj — But  what  coloar  aoerer  they  allege,  me- 
thmks  it  not  expedient  that  the  execution  of  a  law 
once  ordained,  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  judge,  or  officer;  hut  that  without  partialitv  or 
reprd,  it  abonld  be  ftilfilled  as  well  on  English  as 
Insh. 

laior^ — But  they  think  this  preciseneas  in  reform- 
ation of  apparel,  not  to  be  so  material,  or  greatly 
pertinent. 

EiTDox. — Yes  surely,  but  it  is ;  for  men's  apparel 
is  commonly  made  according  to  their  conditions,  and 
their  conditions  are  oftentimea  goremed  by  their 
garments ;  for  the  person  that  is  eowned,  is  by  his 
gown  put  in  mind  of  grsTity,  and  also  restrained 
from  lightness,  by  the  very  unaptness  of  hia  weed. 
Therefore  it  is  written  by  Aristotle,  that  when  Cyrus 
had  oreroome  the  Lydians,  that  were  a  warlike  na- 
tion, and  devised  to  bring  them  to  a  more  peaceable 
life,  he  changed  their  appsrel  and  music,  and  instead 
of  their  short  warlike  coat,  clothed  them  in  long 
garments  like  women :  and  instead  of  their  warlike 
music,  appointed  to  them  certain  lascivious  lays, 
and  loose  jigs ;  by  which,  in  short  space,  their 
minds  were  so  mollified  and  absted,  that  they 
forgot  their  former  fierceness,  and  became  most 
tender  and  effeminate.  Whereby  it  appeareth, 
that  there  is  not  a  little  in  the  garment  to  the 
&shionin^  of  the  mind  and  conditions.  But  be 
these,  which  you  have  described,  the  faahions  of  the 
Irish  weeds  ? 

Irbn. — No :  all  these  which  I  hare  rehearsed  to 
you  be  not  Irish  garments,  but  English;  for  the 
quilted  leather-iack  ia  old  English ;  for  it  was  the 
proper  weed  of  the  horseman,  as  you  may  read  in 
Chaucer,  when  he  describeth  Sir  Thopas's  apparel 
and  armour,  as  he  went  to  fight  against  the  giant  in 
his  robe  of  shecklaton,  which  is  that  kind  of  gilded 
leather  with  which  they  use  to  embroider  their  Irish 
jsokets.  And  there  likewise  by  all  that  description, 
you  may  see  the  very  fashion  and  numner  of  tbe 
Irish  horaeman  most  truly  set  forth  in  his  long  hose, 
his  riding  shoes  of  costly  cordwain,  hia  hacqueton, 
and  his  habergeooi  with  all  the  rest  thereunto  be- 
longing. 

EuDOXd — I  surely  thought  that  the  manner  had 
been  Irish,  for  it  is  far  differing  from  that  we  have 
now ;  as  also  all  the  furniture  of  his  horse,  his  strong 
brass  bit,  his  sliding  reins,  his  shank  pillion  with- 
out stirrups,  bis  manner  of  mounting,  his  fashion  of 
riding,  his  charging  of  his  spear  aloft  above-bead, 
tbe  form  of  his  spear. 

laEN. — No,  aure,  they  be  native  English,  and 
brought  in  by  the  Englishmen  first  into  Ire- 
land :  neither  is  the  same  accounted  an  uncomely 
manner  of  riding ;  for  I  have  heard  some  great 
warriora  aay,  that  in  all  the  services  which  they  had 
seen  abroad  in  foreign  countries,  they  never  saw  a 
more  comely  man  than  tbe  Irishman,  nor  that 
eometh  on  more  bravely  in  his  charge  :  neither  ia  bis 
manner  of  mounting  unseemly,  though  he  lack 
atirrups,  but  more  ready  than  with  stirrups ;  for  in 
his  getting  up,  his  horse  is  still  going,  whereby  he 


gaineth  way ;  and  therelbre  the  aturop  was  called 
so  in  scorn,  as  it  were  a  atay  to  get  up.  bemg  de- 
rived of  the  old  English  word  sty ;  which  is,  to  gvt 
up,  or  mount. 

Evooxd — It  aecmeth  then  that  you  find  no  fiiult 
with  this  msnner  of  riding:  why  then  would  you 
have  the  qnilted-jaik  laid  away  T 

lasK.— I  do  not  with  it  to  be  laid  away,  but  tbe 
abuse  thereof  to  be  put  away ;  for  being  used  to 
the  end  that  it  was  framed,  that  ta,  to  be  worn  in 
war  under  a abirt  of  mail,  it  ia  allowable:  as  also 
the  ahiit  of  mail,  and  all  hia  other  furaitnre  :  but 
to  be  worn  daily  at  home,  snd  in  towns  and  civil 
places,  is  a  rade  habit,  and  most  uncomely,  seeming 
uke  a  player*a  painted  coat. 

Evoox. — But  it  is  worn  (they  say)  likewise  of  Irish 
footmen  ;  how  do  you  allow  of  that  ?  for  I  ahonld 
think  it  reiy  unseemly. 

Irsw. — No,  notes  it  ia  used  in  war;  for  it  is 
worn  then  likewise  of  footmen  under  their  shins  of 
mail,  the  which  footmen  they  call  eallowg lasses; 
the  which  name  doth  discover  them  also  to  be  sn- 
cient  Eogliah ;  for  gallogla  ai|fnifies  an  English 
servitor  or  yooman;  and  be  being  so  armed  in  a 
long  ahirt  of  mail  down  to  the  calf  of  his  leg,  with  a 
long  broad  axe  in  his  hand,  was  then  Ped€»  gratis 
armatun  (and  was  instead  of  the  footman  that 
now  weareth  a  coralet)  before  the  corslet  was  used, 
or  almost  invented. 

Evoox. — ^llien  him,  belike,  yon  likewise  allow  in 
your  strsit  reformation  of  old  cuatoms. 

Irsn* — Both  him  and  the  kern  also  (whom  only 
I  take  to  be  the  proper  Irish  soldier)  can  I  allow,  »to 
that  they  use  that  habit  and  custom  of  theirs  in  tbe 
wan  only,  when  they  are  led  forth  to  the  service  of 
their  prince,  and  not  usually  at  home,  and  in  civil 
plaoea ;  and  besides,  do  Isy  aside  the  evil  and  wild 
usee  which  the  galloglaase  and  kern  do  use  in 
their  common  trade  of  life. 

Euoox.— What  be  those"! 

IniM-^—MsTTy,  those  be  the  most  barbarous  and 
loathly  conditiona  of  any  people,  I  think,  under 
heaven ;  for,  from  the  time  that  they  enter  into  that 
course,  they  do  use  all  the  beastlv  behaviour  that 
maybe:  they  oppresa  all  men— iney  spoil  as  ^  ell 
the  aubject  aa  the  enemy— they  steal— they  are 
cruel  and  bloody,  full  of  revenge,  and  delighting  in 
deadly  execution;  licentious,  awearen,  and  blas- 
phemere,  common  ravishors  of  women,  and  mur- 
derers of  chfldren. 

EuDOX.— These  be  moat  villanous  conditiona,  I 
marvel,  then,  that  they  be  ever  used  or  employed, 
or  almost  suffered  to  live.  What  good  can  there 
then  be  in  them  1 

Iren. — Yet  sure  they  are  very  valiant  and  hardy, 
for  the  most  part  great  enduran  of  cold,  labour, 
hunger,  and  all  hardiness,  very  active  and  strong  of 
hand,  very  swift  of  foot,  very  vigilant  and  eiroum- 
spect  in  their  enterprises,  very  present  in  |>erils, 
very  great  scornen  of  death. 

EuDox.— Truly,  by  this  that  you  say,  it  seesna 
that  the  Irishmnn  is  a  very  breve  soldier. 

Irrn. — Yea,  aurely,  in  that  rude  kind  of  servicer 
he  beareth  himself  very  couregeoosly.  But  whea 
he  Cometh  to  experience  of  service  abroad,  or  is  put 
to  a  piece,  or  a  pike,  be  maketh  as  worthy  a  aoMier 
as  any  nation  he  meeteth  with.  But  lee  us,  1  prey 
you,  turn  again  to  our  discoarse  of  evil  custooia 
amongst  the  Irish. 

EoDox. — Methinks  all  this  which  you  apeak  ol 


ooocorneth  the  cuBtomt  of  the  Irivh  very  materially  ; 
for  tbeir  uses  in  war  are  of  no  email  importance  to 
be^  considered,  as  well  to  reform  those  which  are 
evil,  aa  to  confirm  and  continue  those  which  are 
good.  But  follow  yott  your  own  course,  and  show 
what  other  their  customs  yon  hare  to  dislike  of. 

lRiM<->lliere  is  amongst  the  Irish  a  certain  kind 
of  people  called  bards,  which  are  to  them  instead 
of  poets,  whose  profession  is  to  set  forth  the  praises 
or  disprmisea  of  men  in  their  poems  or  rhythms,  the 
which  are  had  in  so  high  regard  and  estimation 
amongst  them,  that  none  dare  displease  them,  for 
fear  to  mo  into  reproach  throngfa  their  offence,  and 
to  be  made  infamoQs  in  the  mouths  of  all  men.  For 
their  Tersea  are  taken  op  with  a  general  applause, 
and  osuatly  sung  at  all  feosu  and  meetings  by  cer- 
tain other  persona,  whose  proper  function  that  is, 
who  also  receire  for  the  aame  great  rewards  and  re- 
putatioo  amoogat  them. 

Eoooz.— Do  yon  blame  this  in  them,  which  I 
would  otherwise  hare  thought  to  hare  been  worthy 
of  good  account,  and  rather  to  hare  been  maintained 
and  aogmeoted  amongst  them,  than  to  hare  been 
disliked ;  for  1  hare  read,  that  in  all  ages  poeU  have 
been  had  in  specisl  lepotation,  and  that,  methinks, 
not  without  great  cause ;  for,  besides  their  sweet 
iuTentiona  and  most  witty  laya,  they  hare  alwaya 
osed  to  set  forth  the  praises  of  the  good  and  rirtu- 
oua,  and  to  beat  down  and  disgrace  the  bad  and 
▼icioos.  So  that  many  brave  young  minds  have 
oA«Qtimes,  through  hearing  the  praises  and  famous 
eologies  of  worthy  men  sung,  and  reported  unto 
them,  been  stirred  up  to  affect  the  like  commenda« 
tions,  and  so  to  strive  to  the  like  deserts.  So  they 
say,  that  the  Lacedemoniana  were  more  excited  to 
the  detire  of  honoor  with  the  excellent  reraes  of  the 
poet  Tirtcus,  than  with  all  the  exhortationa  of  their 
oaptaini,  or  aothority  of  their  rulera  and  magia- 
tntes. 

lasNr— It  is  moat  true,  that  such  poets  as  in  their 
writings  do  labour  to  better  the  manners  of  men, 
and  tbroogh  the  aweet  bait  of  their  numbera  to 
steal  into  the  young  spirits  a  desire  of  honour  and 
virtue,  are  worthy  to  be  hsd  in  great  reapect  But 
these  Irish  barda  are  for  the  most  part  of  another 
mind,  and  so  far  from  instructing  young  men  in 
moral  discipline,  that  they  themselves  do  more  de- 
serve to  be  shsrply  disciplined:  for  they  seldom 
use  to  ohoose  unto  themselves  the  doings  of  good 
men  for  the  arguments  of  their  poems,  but  whom- 
soever they  find  to  be  most  licentious  of  life,  most 
bold  and  lawless  in  his  doings,  most  dsngerous  and 
desperate  in  all  parts  of  disobedience  and  rebellioua 
di«po»ition ;  him  they  set  up  and  glorify  in  their 
rhymes  ;  him  they  pnise  to  the  peo|He,  and  to  young 
men  make  an  example  to  follow. 

£uDox. — 1  marvel  what  kind  of  speeches  they 
can  find,  or  what  facee  they  can  put  on,  to  praise 
such  bad  persons,  aa  live  so  lawlessly  and  licen- 
tiously opoo  Btealths  and  spoils,  as  most  of  them  do ; 
or  how  can  they  think  that  any  good  mind  will 
apnlaud  or  approve  the  aamet 

iBDrw— There  is  none  so  bad,  Eudoxus,  but  shall 
find  some  to  favour  his  doings ;  but  such  licentious 
parts  as  these,  tending  for  the  most  part  to  the  hurt 
of  the  Eogliah,  or  maintenance  of  tneir  own  lewd 
liberty,  they  themselves  being  most  desirous  thereof, 
do  moat  allow.  Besides  tnis,  evil  things  being 
decked  and  attirsd  with  the  gav  attire  of  goodly 
wordsy  may  eaaty  deceive,  ana  carry  away  the 


affection  of  a  young  mind,  that  is  not  well  stayed, 
but  desirous,  by  some  bold  adventures,  to  make  proof 
of  himself;  for  being,  as  they  all  be,  brought  up 
idlf,  without  awe  of  parents,  without  precepts  of 
masters,  and  without  fear  of  offence :  not  beinr  di- 
rected, nor  employed  in  any  course  of  life  which 
mav  carry  them  to  rirtue,  will  easily  be  drawn  to 
follow  such  as  any  shall  set  before  them ;  for  a 
young  mind  cannot  i«st ;  if  he  be  not  still  busied  in 
some  goodness,  he  will  find  himself  such  business 
as  shall  soon  busy  all  about  him :  in  which,  if  he 
ahall  find  any  to  praise  him,  and  to  give  him  encou- 
ragement, as  those  bards  and  rhymen  do  for  little 
reward,  or  a  share  of  a  stolen  cow  :  then  waxeth  he 
most  insolent  snd  half  mad  with  the  love  of  himself 
and  his  own  lewd  deeds.  And  as  for  words  to  set 
forth  such  lewdness,  it  is  not  hard  for  them  to  give 
a  goodly  and  painted  ahow  thereunto,  borrowed  even 
from  the  praises  which  are  proper  to  virtue  itself. 
As  of  a  most  notorious  thief  and  wicked  outlaw, 
which  had  lived  all  his  life*time  of  spoils  snd  rob- 
beries, one  of  their  bards  in  his  praise  will  say,  that 
he  was  none  of  the  idle  milk-sops  that  was  brought 
up  by  the  fire-side,  but  that  most  of  his  days  he 
spent  in  arms  and  valiant  enterprises ;  that  he  did 
never  eat  his  meat  before  he  hsd  won  it  with  his 
sword ;  that  he  lay  not  all  night  alugging  in  a  cabin 
under  his  mantle,  but  used  commonly  to  keep  othere 
waking  to  defend  their  lives,  and  did  light  nis  can- 
dle at  the  flames  of  their  houses,  to  lead  him  in  the 
darknesa ;  that  the  day  was  his  night,  and  the  night 
his  day ;  that  he  loved  not  to  be  long  wooing  of 
wenchea  to  yield  to  him,  but  where  he  came,  he 
took  by  force  the  apoil  of  other  men's  love,  and  left 
but  lamentation  to  their  loven ;  that  his  music  was 
not  the  harp,  nor  lava  of  love,  but  the  cries  of  peo- 
ple, and  claahing  ot  armour ;  and,  finally,  that  be 
died,  not  bewailed  of  many,  but  made  many  wail 
when  he  died,  that  dearly  bought  his  death.  Do 
you  not  think,  Eudoxus,  that  many  of  these  praises 
might  be  applied  to  men  of  beat  deserts  1  yet  are 
they  all  3rieided  to  a  moat  notable  traitor,  and 
amongst  some  of  the  Irish  not  smally  accounted  of. 
For  the  song,  when  it  was  first  made  and  sung  to  a 
person  of  hiffh  degree  there,  was  bought,  aa  their 
manner  is,  tor  forty  crowns. 

£coox« — And  well  worthy,  sure.  But  tell  me,  I 
pray  you,  have  they  any  art  in  their  compoaitions,  or 
be  they  any  thing  witty  or  well  favoured,  aa  poema 
ahottld  be  f 

Irxn. — Yea,  truly,  I  have  caused  divera  of  them 
to  be  translated  unto  me,  that  I  might  undentand 
them,  and  aurely  thev  savoured  of  sweet  wit  and 
good  invention,  but  skilled  not  of  the  goodly  orna- 
ments of  poetry  ;  yet  were  they  sprinkled  with  some 
pretty  flowers  of  their  natural  device,  which  gave 
good  grace  and  comelineas  unto  them,  the  which  it 
IS  great  pity  to  see  so  abused,  to  the  gracing  of 
wickedness  and  vice,  which  with  good  usage  would 
serve  to  sdom  snd  beautify  virtue.  This  evil  cus- 
tom therefore  needeth  reformstion.  And  now  next 
after  the  Iriah  kern,  methinks  the  Irish  horse-boys 
would  come  well  in  order ;  the  use  of  which,  though 
necessity  (ss  times  now  be)  do  enforce,  yet  in  the 
thorough  reformation  of  that  realm,  th<>y  should  be 
cut  off.  For  the  cauae  whv  thej  are  now  to  be  per- 
mitted, is  want  of  convenient  una  for  lodginfr  of 
travellers  on  horseback,  and  of  hoatlen  to  tend  their 
horses  by  the  way.  But  when  thinga  shall  be  re- 
duced to  a  better  pass,  this  needeth  apedally  to  bo 
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to  eoT«r  his  troaie  on  honebaek.  The  gmt  lioen- 
ToU,  which  the  women  wear  to  keep  their  heads 
warm,  after  cutting  their  hair,  which  they  uae  in  any 
sicknesa.  Besidea  their  thick-folded  linen  shirts, 
their  long-sIeeTed  amocka,  their  half  sleered  coats, 
their  silken  fiUeta,  and  all  the  rest,  they  will  devise 
aome  colour  for,  either  of  neceaaity ,  or  of  antiquity, 
or  of  comelinesa. 

Euoox. — ^But  what  colour  aoerer  they  alleffe,me- 
thinks  it  not  expedient  that  the  execution  of  a  law 
once  ordained,  ahould  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  judge,  or  oiBcer ;  but  that  without  partiality  or 
regard,  it  should  be  ftilfiUed  aa  well  on  Engliah  as 
Inah. 

luNd — ^But  they  think  this  preciaeneaa  in  reform- 
ation of  apparel,  not  to  be  ao  material,  or  greatly 
pertinent. 

Eroox. — ^Yea  surely,  but  it  ia ;  for  men'a  apparel 
is  commonly  made  according  to  their  conditions,  and 
their  ooodidona  are  oftentimea  goremed  by  their 
garmenta ;  for  the  person  that  is  ffowned,  ia  by  his 
sown  put  in  mind  of  gravity,  and  also  restrained 
from  lightness,  by  the  yery  unaptness  of  hia  weed. 
Therefore  it  is  written  by  Aristotle,  that  when  Cyrus 
had  OTeroome  the  Lydians,  that  were  a  warlike  na- 
tion, and  devised  to  bring  them  to  a  more  peaceable 
life,  he  changed  their  appsrel  and  music,  and  instead 
of  their  short  warlike  coat,  clothed  them  in  long 
garmenta  like  women :  and  instead  of  their  warlike 
mosie,  appointed  to  them  certain  laacivioua  lays, 
and  loose  jigs;  by  which,  in  short  space,  their 
minda  were  so  moIIi6ed  end  abated,  that  they 
forgot  their  former  fierceness,  and  became  moat 
tender  and  effeminate.  Whereby  it  appeareth, 
that  there  is  not  a  little  in  the  garment  to  the 
&ahioning  of  the  mind  and  eonditiona.  But  be 
theae,  which  you  hare  described,  the  ftahionsof  the 
Irish  weeds? 

Ibbn. — No  :  aU  these  which  I  have  rehearsed  to 
yon  be  not  Irish  garments,  but  English;  for  the 
quilted  leatherneck  ia  old  English ;  for  it  was  the 
proper  weed  of  the  horseman,  as  yon  may  read  in 
Chaucer,  when  he  describeih  Sir  Thopas's  apparel 
and  annour,  as  he  went  to  fight  against  the  giant  in 
his  lobe  of  ahecklaton,  which  ia  thst  kind  of  gilded 
leather  with  which  they  use  to  embroider  their  Irish 
jsckets.    And  there  likewiae  by  all  that  deacription, 

J  on  may  aee  the  very  fiuhion  and  manner  of  the 
riah  horseman  most  tinly  aet  forth  in  his  long  hose, 
his  riding  shoes  of  costly  cordwain,  his  hacqueton, 
and  his  habergeooy  with  all  the  rest  thereunto  be- 
longing. 

£(TDOX< — ^I  surely  thought  that  the  manner  had 
been  Irish,  for  it  is  far  differing  from  that  we  have 
now ;  as  also  all  the  furniture  of  his  horse,  his  strong 
braaa  bit,  his  sliding  reins,  his  shank  pillion  with- 
out stirrups,  his  manner  of  mounting,  his  fashion  of 
riding,  his  charging  of  his  spear  aloft  shove-head, 
tiie  form  of  his  spear. 

laxKd — No,  aure,  they  be  native  English,  and 
brought  in  by  the  Englishmen  firat  into  Ire- 
land :  neither  is  the  tame  accounted  an  uncomely 
manner  of  riding ;  for  I  have  heard  some  great 
warriors  aav,  that  in  all  the  services  which  they  had 
seen  abroad  in  foreign  countries,  they  never  saw  a 
more  comely  man  than  the  Irishman,  nor  that 
cometh  on  more  bravely  in  his  charge  :  neither  is  hia 
manner  of  mounting  unseemly,  though  he  lack 
atirmpa,  but  more  ready  than  with  atirrups ;  for  in 
his  getting  up,  hia  horae  is  still  going,  whereby  he 
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gaineth  way  ;  and  theiefore  tbe  stmp 
ao  in  scorn,  as  it  were  a  ataj  to  get  up. 
rived  of  the  old  Fjigliah  word  stj  ;  whi^  is,  ia( 
up,  or  mount. 

EvDOXw — It  seemeth  then  that  yo«  find  w>  I 
with  this  manner  of  riding :  why 
have  the  quiUed-j«Lk  laid  away  f 

Ibbt. — I  do  not  wi«h  it  to  be  laid  away, 
abnae  thereof  to  be  pot  away ;  lor  bcaag 
the  end  thst  it  was  framed,  that  ia.  to  be 
war  under  a  ahirt  of  mail,  it  ia  allowable: 
the  ahirt  of  mail,  and  all  hia  otiicr  lanits 
to  be  worn  daily  at  home,  and  in  towna  tatf  ^^"^  ^ 
places,  is  a  rude  Iiahit,  and  moat  noeoacly,  ag . .  ^'  ^^ .. 
uke  a  player's  painted  coat. 

Etnxuc — But  it  ia  worn  (they  any)  luwisea . ^  -  -  -^  t 
footmen  ;  how  do  yon  allow  of  that !  tor  11"  **  "^  c. 
think  it  very  unseemly.  L  \  '■*"  *•  > 

lam. — No,  notes  it  is  used  in  war;  f.  ^>^ 
worn  then  likewise  of  footmen  under  their  i 
msil,  the  which  footmen  they  call  nUo^^^j^  ^  - 
the  which  name  doth  discover  them  also  H  *  '--tj  ^  r, 
cient  English;  for  gallogla  si^ifies  a^.*''^  .:,f^~i^ 
servitor  or  yeoman ;  and  be  being  so  s4P  r^"^'  ^  »^' 
long  shirt  of'mail  down  to  the  calf  of  hia  ^^  '^a  4^  . 
long  broad  axe  in  his  hand,  was  then  ^  "^^^  i^..^ 
armatwra  (and  was  instead  of  the  fbo^^. ^^  ^  ~' 
now  weareth  a  coralet)  before  tbe  corale^'^  '^  it^  ,^'\ 
or  almost  invented.  •^*^«a*  ^* 

EvDox.— Ilien  him,  belike,  you  likewit  ;^  isc  iZ  ^'^■ 
your  strait  reformttion  of  old  customs.      ^  ku^  ^^  ^ 

Irsn^ — Both  him  and  thekem  also  (tl  ^  ti^  .'^^^'^  * 
I  take  to  be  the  proper  Irish  soldier}  catt  ^  sd^  ^^^  as 
that  they  use  that  habit  and  custom  of  4  *^  ^  a^~  '^]  _^',»; 
wara  only,  when  they  are  led  forth  to  t|f J '^^i^  j^ co 
their  prince,  and  not  uaaally  at  home,  (^^  ^e^^^^- 


courae,  they  do  use  all  the  *>««^y  *\J^i^^Cr^^ 

nwy  he :  tMy  opnresa  all  men — intTk r.^  ^ 

the  aubject  aa  the    enemy — they 
cruel  and  bloody,  full  of  revenge,  and 
deadly  execution;  Uoentious, 


places ;  snd  besides,  do  lay  aside  the  «f  ^'^^t^,^^  %i 
uses  which  the  gUloglasse  snd  kef« '^  ill  i^  ^«' n^ 
their  common  trade  of  life.  '^^i^  ^^\lj 

EuDox.— . What  be  those  >  '^  «nd 

InsN. — Msiry,  those  be  the  most  K^'tWin.!, 
loathly  oonditiona  of  any  people.  I  "  ^Uir  ^^  («eti  ^ 
heaven ;  for,  from  the  time  thst  tbey  ^^^^  ^^^'^ 

•<5    v.. 

lot  x^;:  ^^-< .;; 

from  ixivrj'  -I 
that  tbe^  \>.iv^'; 

,      -  •  c         r  ^M  d"iaci\A\iiv.; 

phemers,  common  raviahera  of  womsij]^'^^^^^^^^ 

derera  of  children.  ^«^*«  r»f  the 

marvel,  then,  that  they  be  ever  need  ol  •    .  ■     j  •,„„ 

thoibemthemt  »"-Vu  of  duK>Y 

Ibsh.— Yet  mmthermwerj  nlknt  fV««>y .  •»*  " 
for  U»  -o-tp-r,  p«  --'««•."' -te^^lo 
huneer,  and  all  hardmeas,  very  acUve  ■"^airv  I  vV»a 
hand,  very  awift  of  foot,  very  vigilant  a^v^  tL^^  ^ 
apect  in  their  entorpriaea,  very  P'^*'''^^..  ^a  ^^"^ 
very  great  aoomera  of  death.  .  -^^.V  _  -©d  < 

EuDox.— Truly,  by  this  that  you  »f\^\\;xx^ 
that  the  Iriahmsn  is  a  very  brave  ■ol^Ii''"!^,.^*^  O>o  ^ 

Irsv. — Yea,  aurely,  in  Uiat  rude  kind  ^"^ 
he  beareth  himself  very  courageously,    (c^.^ut 
he  cometh  to  experience  of  service  *b''^^*^^,^  t/et^^^^  ^ 
to  a  piece,  or  a  pike,  he  msketh  ••  —"rthv ..  .»     _*  <<* 


itoy« 
«ereia 


iioo« 


worthy 


ss  any  nation  he  meeteth  with.     But 
you,  turn  again  to  our  diaoouraa 
amongst  the  Irish.  ^  tf-'^^y 

EuDox.— Methinks  all  this  which  yon  ^^  *^ 
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•ft«nrardi  discorerad  by  the  deluge,  tnd  laid 
open  as  then  bj  the  wasbiog  of  the  watecs,  or  other 
lue  casualty.  But  let  them  dreani  their  own  im- 
agittations,  to  please  themaelres ;  you  hare  satisfied 
ne  much  better,  both  for  that  I  see  some  confirma- 
UoB  thereof  in  the  Holy  Writ,  and  also  remember 
thsf  I  hare  read  in  many  hiatoriea  and  chronicles 
the  like  mounts  and  stones  oftentimes  mentioned. 

lBiM.r— There  be  many  great  authoiities,  I  assure 
yott,  to  proTe  the  same :  but  ss  for  these  meetings 

00  hills,  whereof  we  were  spealdog,  it  is  rery  in- 
oooTenient  that  any  such  should  be  permitted. 

Evooz^r-But  yet  it  is  very  needful,  methinks, 
for  many  other  purposes ;  as  for  the  countries  to 
gather  together,  when  there  is  any  imposition  to  be 
laid  upon  them,  to  the  which  they  then  may  all  agree 
at  sucn  meetings,  to  divide  upon  themselTss,  ac* 
cording  to  their  holdings  and  abilities  :  so  as  if  at 
these  assemblies  there  m  any  officers,  as  constables, 
bailiffs,  or  such  like  amongat  them,  Uiere  can  be  no 
peril,  or  doubt  of  fuch  baa  practices. 

laiii^ — Nerertheless,  dangerous  are  such  assem- 
blies, whether  for  cess  or  aufht  else ;  the  constables 
and  officers  being  slso  of  the  Irish  ^  and  if  any  of 
the  Englidi  happen  to  be  there,  eren  to  them  they 
may  proTO  perUous.  Therefore,  for  aroiding  of 
aU  such  eTil  ooeasions,  they  were  beet  to  be  abo- 
lished. 

Eunox.— But  what  is  that  which  yon  call  cess  T  it 
is  a  word,  sure,  unused  amongst  us  nere ;  therefore, 

1  piuy  you,  expound  the  same. 

InxNif-^eaa  ia  none  other  than  that  which  yon 
yourself  called  imposition,  but  is  in  a  kind  unac- 
quainted perhaps  unto  yon ;  for  there  are  cesses  of 
sundry  sorts :  one  is,  the  cessing  of  soldiers  upon 
the  oountry ;  for  Ireland  being  a  country  of  war,  as 
it  is  bandied,  and  always  full  of  soldiers,  they  which 
hare  the  government,  whether  they  find  it  the  most 
ease  to  the  (queen's  purse,  or  the  most  ready  means 
at  hand  for  Tictualling  of  the  soldier,  or  that  neces- 
sity enforoeth  them  thereunto,  do  scatter  the  anny 
abroad  in  the  country,  and  place  them  in  Tillages  to 
take  their  victuals  of  them ,  at  aoch  Tacant  times  as  they 
lie  not  in  camp,  nor  are  otherwise  employed  in  service. 
Another  kind  of  cess  is,  the  imposm^^  of  provision 
for  the  govemoia'  housekeeping,  which,  though  it 
be  most  necessary,  and  be  also  (for  avoiding  of  all 
the  evils  formerly  therein  used)  l«tely  brought  to  a 
composition :  vet  it  ia  not  without  great  inoon- 
Toniences,  no  leas  tfaan  here  in  England,  or  rather 
much  more.  The  like  cess  is  also  charged  upon  the 
country  sometimes  for  victualling  of  the  soldiers,  when 
tbe^  lie  in  garrison,  at  such  times  as  there  is  none  re- 
maming  in  the  queen'a  store,  or  that  the  same  can- 
not be  conveniently  oonveyed  to  their  place  of 
garrison.  But  these^  two  are  not  eaailv  to  be  re- 
dressed, when  necessity  thereto  compeUeth;  but  as 
the  former,  as  it  is  not  necessary,  so  it  is  most  hurtful 
snd  offensive  to  the  poor  country,  and  nothing  con- 
venient for  the  soldiers  themselves,  who,  during  their 
lying  at  cess,  use  all  kind  of  outrageous  disorder 
and  villany,  both  towards  the  poor  men  which  victual 
and  lodge  them,  as  also  to  all  the  country  round 
about  them,  whom  thev  abuscv  oppress,  spoU,  and 
affiici  by  all  the  means  they  can  invent;  for  they 
win  not  only^  not  content  themselves  with  sncn 
victuals  MB  tbeir  hosts,  nor  yet  aa  the  place  perhaps 
•tfoida,  but  they  will  bave  other  meat  provided  for 
then,  and  «fiM  vUm  sent  for,  yea,  and  money  be- 
wuim  laid  at  their  traoeberay  which,  if  they  want. 


then  about  the  house  they  walk  with  the  wretched 
poor  man  and  hia  silly  wiro,  who  are  glad  to  porchaae 
their  peace  with  anything.  By  which  vile  manner 
of  abuse,  the  country  people,  yea,  and  the  very  Eng- 
lish which  dwell  abroad,  and  see,  and  sometimes  feel 
this  outrage,  grow  into  great  deteatation  of  the  aol- 
diera,  and  thereby  into  hatred  of  the  very  govern- 
ment which  draweth  upon  them  such  evib;  and 
therefore  this  you  may  also  join  unto  the  former  evil 
customs,  which  we  have  to  reprove  in  Ireland. 

Eunoz. — Truly  this  is  one  not  the  least;  snd 
though  the  persons  by  whom  it  is  used  be  of  better 
note  than  the  former  roffuiah  aort,  which  you  reck- 
oned, yet  the  fault,  methinks,  ia  no  leas  worthy  of  a 
marahaL 

Ib£H^— That  were  a  harder  courae,  Eudozus,  to 
redreaa  every  abuae  by  a  marshal ;  it  would  aeem  to 
you  very  evil  aurgeiy  to  cut  off  every  unsound  or 
sick  psrt  of  the  body,  which  being  by  other  due 
means  recovered,  might  afterwaros  do  very  good 
service  to  the  body  asain,  and  haply  help  to  save 
the  whole ;  therefore  I  think  better  that  aome  good 
salve  for  theredresa  of  the  evil  be  aought  forth  than 
the  least  part  suffered  to  perish  ;  but  hereof  we  have 
to  apeak  m  another  place.  Now  we  will  proceed  to 
other  like  defeota,  amongat  which  there  is  one  gene- 
ral inconvenience,  which  reigneth  almost  throughout 
all  Ireland ;  that  ia,  the  lorda  of  land  and  freeholders 
do  not  there  uae  to  aet  out  their  land  in  farm,  or  for 
term  of  yeara,  to  thenr  tenants,  but  only  from  year 
to  year,  and  aome  during  pleasure;  neither  indeed 
will  the  Irish  tenant  or  huabandman  otherwiae  take 
his  land,  than  ao  long  aa  he  list  himself.  The  rea« 
son  hereof  in  the  tenant  ia,  for  that  the  landlords 
there  use  most  shamefully  to  rack  tbeir  tenants,  lay- 
ing upon  them  ooigny  and  livery  at  pleasure,  and 
exacting  of  them,  besides  his  covenants,  what  he 
pleaseth.  So  that  the  poor  huabandman  either  dare 
not  bind  himaelf  to  htm  for  longer  term,  or  thinketh 
by  his  continual  liberty  of  change,  to  keep  his  land- 
lord  the  rather  in  awe  from  wrongine  of  nim.  And 
the  reason  why  the  landlord  will  no  longer  covenant 
with  him  ia,  tor  that  he  daily  looketh  after  change 
and  alteration,  and  hovereth  in  expectation  of  new 
worlda. 

Euoox^ — But  what  evfl  oometh  hereby  to  the 
commonwealth,  or  what  reason  is  it  that  any  land- 
lord  ahould  not  aet,  nor  any  tenant  take  his  land,  ae 
himself  list? 

Irxm* — Marry,  the  evila  which  come  hereby  are 
great ;  for  by  this  means  both  the  landlord  thinketh 
uat  he  hath  hia  tenant  more  at  command,  to  follow 
him  into  what  action  soever  he  shall  vnter,  and  also 
the  tenant  being  left  at  hia  libertv,  is  fit  for  every 
occasion  of  change  that  aball  be  offered  by  time ;  and 
BO  much  alao  the  more  ready  and  willing  ia  he  to 
run  into  the  aame ;  for  that  he  hath  no  auch  atate  in 
any  hia  holding,  no  auch  building  upon  any  farm,  no 
such  cost  employed  in  fencing  or  husbanding  the 
same,  aa  might  withhold  him  from  any  such  wilful 
courae  aa  bu  lord'a  cause,  or  his  own  lewd  disposi- 
tion may  carry  him  unto.  All  which  he  hath  forborne^ 
and  apared  ao  much  expense ;  for  that  he  had  no 
firm  eatate  in  hia  tenement,  but  was  only  a  tenant  at 
will,  or  little  more,  and  ao  at  will  may  leave  it.  And 
this  inconvenience  may  be  reaaon  enough  to  ground 
any  ordinance  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth, 
against  the  private  behoof  or  wiU  of  any  landlord 
that  aball  refuse  to  grant  any  auch  term  or  eatate  unto 
his  tenant,  aa  may  tend  to  the  good  ofthe  whole  realm. 


EvDox. — Indeed,  metlunks  it  is  •  great  wilfulnees 
in  any  anch  landlord  to  refuse  to  make  any  longer 
farma  unto  their  tenanta,  aa  may,  beaidea  the  gene- 
ral rood  of  the  realm,  be  alao  greetlr  for  their  own 
profit  and  avaiJ.    For  what  reaaonable  man  will  not 
think  that  the  tenement  ahall  be  made  much  better 
for  the  lord's  behoof,  if  the  tenant  may  by  auch  good 
meana  be  drawn  to  build  himaelf  aome  handaome 
habitation  thereon,  to  ditch  and  incloae  hia  ground, 
to  manure  and  husband  it,  aa  good  farmera  use  ?  for 
when  hia  tenant'a  term  ahall  he  expired,  it  will  yield 
him  in  the  renewing  his  leaae,  both  a  good  fine  and 
also  a  better  rent.    And  alao  it  ahall  be  for  the  good 
of  the  tenant  likewise,  who,  by  auch  buildinga  and 
enclosorea,  shall  receive  many  benefita— >firat,  by  the 
handsomeness  of  his  house,  he  shall  take  more  com- 
fort of  his  life,  more  aafe  dwelling,  and  a  delight  to 
keep  his  said  bouse  neat  and  cleanly ;  which  now 
being,  aa  they  commonly  are,  rather  swine-atyea  than 
houses,  is  the  chiefest  cauae  of  hia  ao  beaatly  man- 
ner of  life,   and  aarage  condition,  lying  and  living 
together  with  hia  beaat  in  one  houae,  in  one  room, 
in  one  bed  ;  that  is,  clean  straw,  or  rather  a  foul 
dunghill.    And  to  all  these  other  commodities,  he 
shall,  in  abort  time,  find  a  greater  added  ;  that  is, 
hia  own  wealth  and  richea  increaaed,  and  wonderfully 
enlarged,  by  keeping  hia  cattle  in  indosurea,  where 
t))ey  ahall  always  have  freah  paature,  that  now  ia  all 
trampled  and  orerrun ;  worm  corert,  that  now  lieth 
open  to  all  weather  ;  aafe  being,  that  now  are  con- 
tinually filched  and  stolen. 

Irxk. — You  have,  Eudoxua,  well  aceompted  the 
commoditiea  of  this  one  good  ordinance,  amoogat 
which  thia  that  you  named  last  is  not  the  least,  for 
all  the  oihBT  being  most  beneficial  to  the  landlord 
and  tenant,  thia  chiefly  redoundeth  to  the  g^ood  of 
the  commonwealth,  to  oaTO  the  land  thua  enclosed, 
and  well  fenced.  For  itia  both  a  principal  bar  and 
impeachment  unto  tbierea  from  stealing  of  cattle 
in  the  night,  and  also  a  gall  against  all  rebela  and 
outlaws  mat  ahall  rise  up  in  any  numbers  against 
the  government ;  for  the  thief  thereby  ahall  have 
much  ado,  first  to  bring  forth  and  aRerwarda  to 
drive  away  his  stolen  prey,  but  through  the  com- 
mon highways,  where  be  shall  aoon  be  descried  and 
met  withal ;  and  the  rebel  or  open  enemy,  if  any 
such  shall  happen,  either  at  home  or  from  abroad, 
ahall  easily  be  found  when  he  cometh  forth,  and  also 
be  well  encountered  withal  by  a  few.  in  so  straight 
passages  and  strong:  inclosures.  This,  therefore, 
when  we  come  to  the  reforming  of  all  those  evil 
customs  before  mentioned,  is  needful  to  be  remem- 
bered ;  but  now  by  this  time,  methinlcs,  I  have  well 
run  through  the  evil  uaes  which  I  have  observed  in 
Ireland.  Nevertheless,  I  well  note,  that  there  be 
many  more,  and  infinitely  many  more  in  the  private 
abuaesofmen.  But  these  that  are  most  general, 
and  tending  to  the  hurt  of  the  commonweal  (aa  they 
have  come  to  my  remembrance),  I  have,  as  briefly 
as  I  could,  rehearsed  unto  you.  And  therefore  now 
I  think  best  that  we  pass  unto  our  third  part,  in 
which  we  noted  the  inconveniences  that  are  in  religion. 

£uoox< — Surely  you  have  very  well  handled  uieae 
two  former  *,  and  it  ye  ahall  aa  well  go  through  the 
third  likewise,  you  shall  merit  a  very  good  meed. 

Iben. — Little  have  I  to  say  of  religion,  both  be- 
cause the  parta  thereof  be  not  many  (itaelf  being 
but  one),  and  myself  have  not  much  been  convert 
aant  in  that  calling ;  but  aa  lightly  paaainff  by  I  have 
aeen  or  heard :  therefore  the  fiiiutt  which  1  find  in 


religion  ia  hat  one  ;  but  the  same  is  nnn 
throughout  all  that  country ;  that  ia,  that  they  he  all 
p^iata  by  their  profeaslon,  but  in  the  same  ao 
blmdly  and  brntishly  informed  (for  the  most  part), 
that  not  one  moogat  a  hundred  knoweth  any  ground 
of  religion,  or  any  article  of  bis  fiuth  ;  but  ean  per- 
haps say  his  Paternoster,  or  hia  Ave-Maria,  withdut 
any  knowledge  or  understanding  what  ond  word 
thereof  meaneth. 

Evooz. — la  it  not  then  a  little  blot  to  them  that 
now  hold  the  place  of  goyemment,  that  they  which 
now  are  in  the  light  themaelves,  aaffer  a  people 
under  their  charge,  to  wallow  in  such  deadly  darkness? 
lasif. — ^That  which  you  blame,  Eudoxus,  is  not 
(I  suppose)  any  fault  of  will  in  those  godly  fiitheia 
which  hsve  chsrge  thereof;  but  the  inconvenience 
of  the  time  and  troublous  occasions,  wherewith  that 
wretched  realm  hath  continually  been  tunnoiled. 
For  inatruction  in  religion  needeth  quiet  times  ; 
and  e'er  we  seek  to  aetSe  a  sound  discipline  in  the 
clergy,  we  must  purchaae  peace  unto  the  laity :  lor 
it  ia  ul  time  to  preach  among  aworda ;  and  most  hard, 
or  rather  impossible,  it  is  to  settle  a  good  opinion  in 
the  minds  or  men,  for  mstten  of  religion  aouhtfnl, 
which  have  doubtless  an  evil  opinion  of  us.  For 
e'er  s  new  be  brought  in,  the  old  must  be  removed. 
Euooz.-»Then  belike  it  is  meet  that  aome  fitter 
time  be  attended,  that  God  send  peaoeand  quietness 
there  in  civil  matters,  before  it  h«  attempted  in  eo- 
cleaiaatical.  I  would  rather  have  thought  that  (aa 
it  is  said)  correction  must  firat  begin  at  the  house  of 
God,  and  that  the  care  of  the  soul  should  haye  been 
preferred  before  the  esre  of  the  body. 

IiUEN.~Most  true,  Eudoxus,  the  care  of  the  soul 
and  soul  matten,  ia  to  be  preferred  before  the  cars 
of  the  body,  in  conaideration  of  the  worthiness 
thereof ;  but  not  till  the  time  of  Reformation.  For 
if  you  ahould  know  a  wicked  person  dsngenmsly 
sick,  having  now  both  soul  sua  body  greatly  dis- 
eased, yet  both  recoyerable;  would  you  not  tluakit 
evil  advertisement  to  bring  toe  preacher  before  the 
physician  ?  For  if  hia  body  were  neglected,  it  is 
like  that  hia  Isnguishiog  soul  being  disquieted  by 
his  diseaaeful  b<My,  would  utterly  refuse  and  loath 
all  apiritual  comfort ;  but  if  his  body  were  first 
secured  and  brought  to  good  frame,  ahould  there 
not  then  be  found  beat  time  to  reoovsr  the  aoul  also? 
80  it  ia  in  the  stste  of  a  realm :  therefore  (aa  1  aaid) 
it  is  expedient,  first  to  settle  such  a  oourse  of  go- 
yemment there,  as  thereby  both  oivil  dtaorden  and 
eccleaiastical  abuaes  may  be  reformed  and  amended  ; 
whereto  needeth  not  any  auch  great  distance  of 
times,  as  you  suppose :  I  require  but  one  joint  reso- 
lution for  bothy  that  each  might  seeond  and  confirm 
the  other. 

EuDOXw — ^That  we  shall  see  when  we  come  there- 
unto ;  in  the  meantime  I  conceive  thua  much,  as  you 
have  delivered,  touching  the  general  fault,  which 
you  auppose  in  religion,  to  wit,  that  it  ia  popish  : 
but  do  you  find  no  particular  abuaea  therein,  nor  in 
the  ministen  thereor  T 

Irsn. — Yes,  verily,  for  whateyer  disorden  yon 
aee  in  the  Church  of  England,  ye  may  find  there* 
and  many  more :  namely,  gross  simony,  greedy  00- 
vetousness,  fleshly  inoontinency,  careless  sloth,  and 
generally  sll  disordered  life  in  the  common  clergy- 
men. And  besides  all  these,  they  have  iheir  par^ 
ticular  enormitiea :  for  all  Irish  pnests»  which 
now  enjoy  the  church-livings,  tb*v  are  in  a  manner 
mere  laymen,  saying  that  tboy  oave  taken   bnly 
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onttn;  but  othmiriie  the j  do  go,  and  live  like 
laymen,  follow  ell  kind  of  hasbandiTt  and  other 
worldly  afiaira,  as  other  Irishmen  do.  They  neither 
raad  scriptures,  nor  preech  to  the  people,  nor  admi- 
nister the  oommomon ;  but  bapti8|n  they  do :  for 
they  christen  yet  after  itue  popish  fashion,  only  they 
take  the  tithes  and  offerings,  and  gather  what  fnut 
else  they  may  of  their  livings,  the  which  they  con- 
Tert  as  badly ;  and  some  of  them  (they  say)  pay  as 
doe  tributes  and  riiares  of  tbeir  livmgs  to  their 
bishops  (I  speak  of  those  which  ars  Irish)  as  they 
receire  them  duly. 

EvDox.-— But  is  that  suffered  amongst  themi  It 
is  wonder,  hut  that  the  governors  do  redress  such 
shameful  abuses. 

Inxif. — How  can  they,  sbce  they  know  them  not? 
for  the  Irish  bishops  have  their  clergy  in  such  awe 
and  subjection  under  them,  that  they  dare  not  com- 
plain of  them ;  so  as  they  may  do  to  them  what 
they  please  :  for  they  knowing  their  own  unwor- 
thioess  and  incapacity,  and  that  they  are  therefore 
still  removable  at  their  bishop's  will,  yield  what 
pleaseth  him,  and  he  taketh  what  helisteth' :  yea,  and 
some  of  them  whose  dioceses  are  in  remote  parts, 
somewhat  out  of  the  world's  eye,  do  not  at  all  be- 
stow the  benefices  which  are  in  their  own  donation 
upon  any,  but  keep  them  in  their  own  hands,  and 
set  tbeir  own  servants  and  horseboys  to  tske  up  the 
tithes  and  fruits  of  them,  with  the  which  some  of 
them  purchase  great  Isnds,  and  build  fair  castles 
upon  the  same.  Of  which  abuse,  if  any  question 
be  moved,  they  have  a  very  seemly  colour  and  ex- 
cuse, that  they  have  no  worthy  ministers  to  bestow 
them  upon,  but  keep  them  so  bestowed  for  sny  such 
sufficient  person  as  any  shall  bring  unto  thenu 

£(n)oz. — But  is  there  no  Uw  nor  ordinance  to 
meet  with  this  mischief  1  nor  bath  it  never  before 
been  looked  into  f 

IftSM. — Ves,  it  seems  it  hath ;  for  there  is  a  sta- 
tute there  enacted  in  Ireland,  which  seems  to  have 
been  grounded  upon  a  good  meaning,  that  whatso- 
ever Englishman,  of  good  conversstion  and  suffi- 
ciency, shall  be  brought  unto  any  of  the  bishops, 
and  nominated  unto  any  living  within  their  diooese 
that  is  presently  void,  tlut  he  shall  (without  contra- 
diction) be  admitted  thereunto  before  any  Irish. 

Eunoz.— 'This  is  surely  a  very  good  law,  and  well 
provided  for  this  evil,  wliersof  you  spesk  -,  but  why 
Is  not  the  ssme  observed  ? 

liixifw--I  think  it  is  wril  observed,  and  that  none 
of  the  bishops  transgress  the  same ;  but  yet  it  work- 
eth  no  reformation  hereof,  for  many  defects.  First, 
there  are  no  auch  sufficient  English  ministers  sent 
oTer,  as  might  be  presented  to  any  bishop  for  any 
living  i^  but  the  most  part  of  such  English  ss  come 
over  thither  of  themselves,  are  either  unlearned,  or 
men  of  eome  bad  note,  for  which  they  have  for^ 
saken  England :  so  as  the  bishop  to  whom  they 
shall  be  prasented  may  justly  reject  them,  as  inca- 
pable and  insufficient. .  Secondly,  the  bishop  him- 
self is  perhaps  an  Irishman,  who  bein^  made  judge 
by  that  law  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  ministers,  may, 
at  his  own  will,  dislike  of  the  Englishmen,  as  un- 
worthy  in  his  opinion,  and  admit  of  any  Irish,  whom 
be  sbaU  think  more  for  his  turn.  And  if  he  shall 
at  the  instsoee  of  any  Englishman  of  countenance 
there,  whom  be  will  not  displease,  accept  of  any 
fueb  Englisb  minister  as  ahall  be  tendered  unto 
faim,  yet  be  wiU  imderhand  carry  such  a  hard  hand 
over  urn ;  or  by  bis  offioers  wring  him  so  sore,  that 


he  will  soon  make  bim  weary  of  his  poor  living. 
I^astly,  the  benefices  themselves  are  so  mean,  and 
of  so  small  profit  in  those  Irish  countries,  through 
the  ill  husbandry  of  the  Irish  people  which  do  inha- 
bit them,  that  they  will  not  yield  any  competent 
maintenance  for  any  honest  miuister  to  live  upon, 
scarcely  to  buy  him  a  ^wn.  And  were  all  this  re* 
dressea  (as  happily  it  might  be)  yet  what  good 
should  sny  English  minister  do  amongst  them,  by 
teaching  or  preaching  to  them,  which  either  cannot 
understand  bim,  or  will  not  hear  him  1  or  what  com* 
fort  of  life  shsll  he  have,  where  his  parishioners 
srs  so  insatiable,  so  intractable,  so  ill-affected  to 
him,  as  they  usually  be  to  all  the  English  T  Or 
finally,  how  dare  almost  any  honest  minister,  that 
are  peaceable  civil  men,  commit  his  safety  to  the 
hands  of  such  neighbours,  as  the  boldest  captains 
dare  scsrcely  dwell  by  1 

EuDOZ^ — Little  good  then  CI  see)  was  by  that 
statute  wrought,  however  well  intended ;  but  the 
reformation  thereof  must  grow  higher,  snd  be 
brought  from  a  atronger  ordinance  than  the  com- 
mandment or  penalty  of  a  law,  which  none  dare 
inform  or  complain  of,  when  it  is  broken.  But  have 
you  any  more  of  those  abuses  in  the  clergy  1 

lasv.— I  could  perhaps  reckon  more,  but  I  per- 
ceive my  speech  to  grow  too  long,  and  theae  may 
suffice  to  judge  of  the  general  disoidera  wbicb 
reign  amongst  them;  as  for  the  particulars,  they 
are  too  many  to  be  reckoned.  For  the  clersy  there 
(excepting  the  grave  fathers  which  are  m  high 
place  about  the  state,  and  some  few  others  which 
are  lately  planted  in  their  new  college)  are  generally 
bad,  licentious,  and  most  disordered. 

EuDox. — You  bsve  than  (ss  I  suppose)  gone 
through  these  three  first  pirts  which  you  proposed 
unto  yourself;  to  wit,  the  inconveniences  which 
you  ooserved  in  the  laws,  in  the  customs,  and  in 
the  religion  of  that  land.  The  which  (methinks) 
you  have  so  thoroughly  touched,  ss  that  nothing 
more  remaineth  to  be  spoken  thereof. 

laaw. — Not  so  thoroughly  as  you  suppose,  that 
nothing  can  remain,  but  so  generally  as  i  purposed ; 
that  is,  to  Isy  open  the  general  evils  of  tnat  realm, 
which  do  hinder  the  good  reformation  thereof.  For 
to  count  the  particular  &ults  of  private  men,  ahould 
be  a  work  too  infinite ;  yet  some  there  be  of  that 
nature,  that  though  they  be  in  private  men,  yet 
their  evil  reacheUi  to  a  general  hurt :  as  the  extor- 
tion of  sheriffs,  and  their  aub-sheriffs,  and  bailiffs ; 
the  corruption  of  victuallers,  cessorsy  and  purvey- 
ors ;  the  disorders  of  seneschals,  captains,  and  their 
soldiers ;  and  many  such  like.  AU  which  I  will 
only  name  here,  that  their  reformation  may  be 
mended  in  place  where  it  most  concemeth.  But 
there  is  one  very  foul  abuse,  which,  by  the  way,  I 
may  not  omit ;  and  that  is  in  captains,  who,  not- 
withstanding that  they  are  apecially  employed  to 
make  peace,  through  strong  execution  of  war,  yet 
they  do  so  dandle  their  doin^a,  and  dally  in  the  ser- 
vice to  them  committed,  as  if  they  would  not  Imvo 
the  enemy  subdued,  or  utterly  Maten  down ;  for 
fear,  leat  afterwards  they  should  need  employment, 
snd  so  be  discharged  of  pay  :  for  which  cause  some 
of  them  thst  are  Isid  in  garrison,  do  so  handle  the 
matter,  that  they  will  do  no  great  hurt  to  the  enemies ; 
yet,  for  colour  sake,  some  men  they  will  kill,  even 
half  with  the  consent  of  the  enemy,  being  persona 
either  of  base  regard,  or  enemies  to  the  enemr; 
whose  heads  efstoons  they  send  to  the  governor  lor 


•  OTOuiModatiott  of  thtir  giwt  wodmwoor,  tolliDg 
Im>w  weighty  ■  wmca  thtj  perfonned.  bj  euctin|^ 
off  soch  wnd  saeh  daogoroui  rebels. 

EuDOX.* -Truly  this  is  m  pretty  noekeiy,  tad  not 
to  be  pennitted  by  the  goTemors. 

iBKN.^Bttt  how  cen  the  goTemor  know  readily 
whet  persons  those  were,  end  what  the  purpose  of 
their  killing  wu ;  yea,  and  what  will  you  say,  if  the 
captains  do  pust^  thk  their  ooane  by  ensanple  of 
Bome  of  their  goTemora,  which  (under  beoedicite  I 
do  tell  it  to  you)  do  practise  the  like  sieigbt  in  their 
goreniments  ? 

EuDox^— Is  it  poaaihUI  Tshn  heed  what  yon 
say,  Iraneus. 

Ibkn.— To  yon  only.  Eadoxns,  I  do  tell  it,  and 
that  STon  with  greet  heart's  grief,  snd  inward  trouble 
of  mind,  to  see  her  majesty  so  much  abused  by 
some  who  are  nut  in  specud  trust  of  thoae  great 
afiairs:  of  whidi,  some  being  mnrtial  men,  will  not 
do  alwaya  what  they  may  for  ouietittg  of  thiaga, 
but  will  rather  wink  at  some  ihults,  and  will  svler 
them  unpunished,  lest  that  (having  put  all  thinga  in 
that  aaanrance  of  peace  that  they  might  J  tb^  ahould 
seem  aftarwards  not  to  be  neeM,  nor  continned  in 
their  goTsmmants  with  so  great  a  charge  to  her 
majesty.  And  therelbra  they  do  cunningly  cany 
tbmr  coune  of  goTemment,  and  from  one  hand  to 
another  do  bawly  the  serrice  like  a  tennis-ball, 
which  they  will  aerar  atrike  quite  away,  for  fimr 
lest  afterwarda  they  ahonM  want. 

EuDoXd-^Do  you  speak  of  under  magistxatea, 
Iranena,  or  principal  goremon  t 

laan.— I  do  ^leak  of  no  partioularB;  but  the 
truth  may  be  found  out  by  trial  and  reasonable  in- 
a%ht  into  aome  of  their  wings.  And  if  I  should 
say,  there  is  aome  blame  thereof  in  the  principel 
goTcmora,  1  think  I  aught  also  show  some  reason- 
able proof  of  my  epeech.  As  for  exsmple,  some 
of  them  aeeing  the  end  of  their  gOTemment  to 
diaw  nigh,  and  aome  miaehiefe  end  troublous  prac- 
tice growing  up,  which  aftarwaida  ma?  work  trouble 
to  the  next  succeeding  goveraor,  will  not  attempt 
the  redreaa  or  cutting  off  thereof,  either  for  fear 
the^  ahould  leere  the  realm  unquiet  at  the  end  of 
thetf  goTemment,or  that  the  next  that  cometh  should 
reeeiYO  the  same  too  quiet,  and  so  haply  win  more 
praiae  thereof  than  they  before.  And  therefore  ther 
will  not  (as  I  said)  seek  at  all  to  repress  tbst  eWl, 
but  will  either  by  granting  protection  for  a  time,  or 
holding  some  emparlance  with  the  rebel,  or  by 
treaty  of  commissioners,  or  by  other  like  derioes, 
only  smother  and  keep  down  the  flame  of  the  mis- 
chief, so  o  it  may  not  break  out  in  thcdr  time  of  go- 
Temment ;  what  comes  afterwards,  they  care  not, 
or  rather  "Wish  the  worst,  'lliis  course  hath  been 
noted  in  some  goTcmors. 

Evoox. — Surely,  Ireoens,  this,  if  it  were  true, 
shonkl  be  worthy  of  an  faeaTy  judgment ;  but  it  is 
fasrdly  to  be  thought,  that  anj  soTernor  should  so 
much  either  enry  the  good  or  that  realm  which  ia 
p«t  into  his  bsad,  er  defraud  her  msjesty,  who 
trasteh  him  so  much,  or  malign  bis  successor  which 
shall  pouess  his  place,  as  to  suffer  an  evil  to  grow 
«p^ which  be  might  timely  ha?e  kept  under;  or 
leahapa  to  nourish  it  with  coloured  countenance,  or 
aeah  ainisisr  maanst 

do  not  rertainlv  afouoh  ao  much,  Eu- 

bet  the  aequel  of  things  doth  in  a  manner 

end  bUlnly  B|ieak  so  mueh,  thst  the  go* 

wmmf  ftrs  tnvbua  mo  of  another'e  greater 


glory ;  which  if  they  would  eeek  to  excel  by 
governing,  it  ahould  be  a  moat  hudable 
but  they  do  quite  otherwiee.  For  this,  aa  too  may 
mark,  is  the  common  order  of  them,  that  who 
oometh  next  in  piece  will  not  follow  that  coune  of 

ETemmrnt,  however  good,  which  his  predeceeeors 
Id,  either  for  diedain  of  hiauelf,  or  doubt  to  here 
his  doinga  drowned  in  another  maa'a  pfuiae;  bat 
will  atra^^  take  away  quite  coatiary  to  the  foimar : 
as  if  the  foroMr  thought,  by  keeping  nader  the 
Irish,  to  reform  them;  the  next,  by  discounte- 
nancing the  English,  will  cuny  fovonr  with  the 
Irish,  and  ao  muce  hie  governmeat  aeans  plaaaible, 
aa  havinjr  all  the  Irieh  at  hie  command:  hat  he  that 
comae  after,  will  perhspe  follow  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other,  but  wiu  dandle  the  one  and  the  other  in 
such  sort,  ss  he  will  suek  sweet  out  of  them  both, 
and  leave  bittameaa  to  the  poor  coantiy ;  which 
if  he  that  comae  after  dnll  seek  to  redieea,  he  ehall 
perhaps  find  sach  crossee  aa  he  afaall  hardly  be  able 
to  beer,  or  do  any  good  that  aught  workthedisgiace 
of  his  prsdecessora.  Exampleayou  may  aae  heraof  ia 
the  goToracra  oflate  tiiaaa  Butnciiently,  aad  b  otheia 
of  former  timiii  asore  manifoatly,  whea  the  govern* 
meat  of  that  leahn  was  committed  somettmse  to  the 
Oenddinea,  aa  whan  the  Hoaea  of  York  had  the 
crowB  of  England;  awnetimee  to  the  BatlecB,  aa 
when  the  Honaa  of  Lancaatsr  got  the  aaaie.  And 
other  whilea,  whea  aa  Eagliah  go?eiBoi  was  ap* 
poSated,  he  perhaps  found  eaeaiiea  of  both* 

Bunoxv^  am  aoriy  to  hear  so  much  as  you  re- 
port, aad  aow  I  begia  to  conceive  aoBMwhat  more 
of  the  cease  of  her  oontinoal  wrstohsdnese,  than 
heretofore  1  found,  and  wiah  that  thia  inconveaienee 
were  well  looked  into;  for  eare,  aiwdbiaka,  it  ia 
more  weigher  than  all  the  former,  and  mora  hardly 
to  be  redreeaed  in  the  govaraor  than  in  the  go- 
Temed ;  aa  a  malady  in  a  Titd  part  ia 
rable  than  in  an  exteinaL 

laxH«— >YeoaaTt 
thua  ended  all  the 
that  ffOTemment,  which 

loweth  now,  that  we  paaa  unto  the  aeoond  part, 
which  waa,  of  the  means  to  cuie  and  ledraea  the 
ssme :  which  we  must  laboar  to  reduce  to  the  first 
beginning  thereof 

£uBozv— Ri|Hit  ao,  Iranena ;  for  by  that  which  I 
haTe  noted  in  all  this  your  diaconrae,  yon  aoppoae, 
that  the  whole  ordinance  and  instittttioa  or  that 
rsalm'a  goTemmeat,  waa  both  at  firat,  whea  it  waa 
placed,  eril  nlotted;  aad  alao  aitheaee,  throogh 
other  OTeraigMs,  caaie  mora  out  of  eqosse  to  tmt 
disorder  which  it  is  aow  coaw  unto :  like  es  two 
indirect  lines,  the  fiuther  that  they  era  drawn  oat, 
the  farther  they  go  asaadar. 

Ia«i«~I  do  see,  Eadoxaa,  and.  aa  yoa  a^r*  ao 
think,  that  the  longer  that  governmant  thus  coa- 
tinoeth,  in  the  worae  coarae  will  the  raatan  be;  for 
it  ia  all  ia  vaia  that  they  aow  atrive  aad  ewleavour 
by  foir  meana  and  peaceable  plota,  to  radieas  the 
same,  without  first  removing  all  thoae  iaeoaveB)- 
racee,  and  new-framinff  (ae  it  wera)  in  the  fetg^ 
all  that  ia  worn  out  of  mshioa.  For  aU  other  meona 
will  be  but  aa  loot  laboar,  bj  petnhiag  up  oae  hole 
to  make  many.  For  the  Iruh  do  atieagfy  hale  aad 
abhor  all  rafoimatioa  aad  subjeetiai  to  the  BagtHb, 


:  bat  now  that  we  have 
aad  ncoaTUBieBcea  of 
our  first  part ;  it  fol- 


reesoD,  that  haTiag  beea  oaee  aohdned  by  tl 
wera  thrust  out  of  all  their  peaaeamDaa.   Seas 
now  they  foar,  that  if  Asj  were  ama  bteogli 
under,  Uwyahoaid  likewise  be  es|iaaadoai  af  all» 
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wliich  m  the  cbum  that  tfaey  h«ta  the  English  Go- 
Temmeii^  eocording  to  the  itytng,  Qutm  mgtuuni 
•rfinifit.  Therefore  the  reformation  muet  now  be 
the  strength  of  a  greater  power. 

EuooZiT^Bttt  (methinka)  that  might  he  by  mak- 
ing of  good  lawa,  and  estahliahing  of  new  atatutes, 
with  sharp  penaltiea  and  pnniahmenta,  for  amending 
of  all  that  18  presently  amiss,  and  not  (aa  yon  sop- 
pose)  to  begin  Ul  as  it  were  anew,  and  to  alter  the 
whole  foim  of  the  GoTernment :  which  how  dan- 
gerous a  thing  it  is  to  attempt,  you  yourself  must 
needs  confiass ;  and  they  whioh  hare  Uie  managing 
of  the  rsahn's  whole  policy,  cannot,  without  great 
cause,  fear  and  refrain ;  for  all  innovation  is  peril- 
oosp  insomnoh,  aa  though  it  be  meant  for  the  better, 
yet  ao  many  accidents  snd  fearful  events  may  come 
iMtweeo,  as  that  it  may  hasard  the  loss  of  the  whole. 

InsiTw— Vsty  true,  Eudoius ;  all  change  is  to  be 
shunned,  where  the  affairs  stsnd  in  such  sort,  ss  that 
they  may  coatinne  in  quietnsea,  or  he  assured  at  all 
to  abide  as  they  are,  but  that  in  the  realm  of  Ire- 
land we  aee  much  otherwise  ;  for  every  day  we  per- 
ceive the  troubles  growing  more  upon  us,  snd  one 
evil  growing  upon  another ;  inaomnch,  as  there  is 
no  part  now  found  or  ascertained,  but  all  have  their 
ears  upright,  waitiog  when  the  watch-word  ahall 
come,  that  they  ahouH  all  arise  generally  into  rebel- 
lion, and  cast  awa^  the  English  subjection.  To 
which  there  now  littie  wanteth ;  for  I  think  the 
word  be  already  given,  and  there  wanteth  nothing 
but  opportunity ;  which  truly  ia  the  death  of  one 
noble  person,  who  being  himself  most  sted&st  to 
his  sovereign  queen  ana  his  country,  coasting  upon 
the  South-Sea,  stoppeth  the  in-gste  of  all  that  evil 
which  is  looked  for,  snd  holdeth  in  tXi  those  which 
sre  at  his  beck,  with  the  terror  of  his  greatness,  and 
the  assormoce  of  his  most  immovable  loyalty.  And 
therefore  where  you  think  that  good  and  sound  lawa 
might  amend  and  reform  thinga  there  amiss,  you 
think  surely  amiss.  For  it  is  vain  to  prescribe  laws, 
where  no  man  careth  for  keeping  of  them,  nor  fear- 
eth  the  danger  for  breaking  of  them.  But  all  the 
realm  ia  first  to  be  reformed,  and  laws  are  afterwards 
to  be  made,  for  keeping  and  continuing  it  in  that  re- 
fonned  eatate. 

EuDoiL^— How  then  do  you  think  is  there  formation 
thereof  to  be  begun,  if  not  by  laws  snd  ordinances) 

lasNT^Even  by  the  sword ;  for  all  these  evils 
most  first  be  cut  away  by  a  strong  hand,  before  any 
good  can  be  planted :  like  as  the  corrupt  branchea 
and  unwholesome  boughs  are  first  to  be  pruned,  and 
the  foul  moss  cleansed  and  scrsped  away,  before  the 
tree  can  bring  forth  any  good  fruit. 

£vi>ox.^Did  you  blame  me  even  now  for  wish- 
ing of  kern  horse-boys  and  carrows  to  be  clean  cut 
off,  as  too  violent  a  means ;  and  do  you  yourself 
now  prescribe  the  same  medieine  t  Is  not  the  sword 
the  most  violent  redress  that  may  be  used  for  any 
evill 

Iuw«— It  is  so ;  but  where  no  other  remedy  may 
be  devised,  nor  hope  of  recovery  had,  there  muat 
needa  this  violent  means  be  used.  As  for  the  loose 
kind  of  people  which  you  would  have  cut  off,  I 
blamed  it  i  tor  that  they  might  otherwise  perhsps  be 
brought  to  good,  ss  namely,  by  this  way  which  I  set 
before  you* 

Euooz.— 'Is  not  your  way  all  one  with  the  former 
in  effMt,  which  you  found  fault  with ;  save  only  in 
tins  odds,^-<hat  I  said  by  the  halter,  and  yon  say  by 
the  sword :  wimt  difference  b  there  1 


InsN^ — There  ia  aurely  great,  when  you  ahall 
understand  it ;  for  by  the  sword  which  I  named,  I 
did  not  mean  the  cutting  off  all  that  nation  with  the 
sword ;  which  fiir  be  it  from  me  that  I  ahould  aver 
think  ao  deaperately,  or  wiah  so  uncharitably :  but 
by  the  aword,  I  mean,  the  royal  power  of  the  prince, 
which  ought  to  stretch  itself  forth  in  the  cniefest 
strength,  to  the  redressine  and  cutting  off  those 
evils  which  I  before  blsmed,  and  not  of  the  people 
which  are  evil.  For  evil  people,  by  eood  ordinancea 
and  government,  may  be  made  good ;  but  the  evil 
that  la  of  itaelf  evil,  will  never  become  good. 

Euooxrf-^I  pray  you  then  declare  jrour  mind  at 
large,  how  you  would  wish  that  aword,  which  you 
mean  to  be  used  to  the  reformation  of  all  thoae 
evils. 

Irxn. — The  first  thing  must  be,  to  send  over  into 
that  realm  auch  a  strong  power  of  men,  as  should 
perforce  bring  in  all  that  rebellioua  rout  and  looae 
people,  which  either  do  now  atand  out  in  open  arms, 
or  wsndering  in  companiea,  do  keep  the  wooda, 
apoiling  the  good  aubjects. 

EuooZd — You  apeak  now,  Ireneus,  of  aa  infinite 
charge  to  her  Majes^,to  send  over  such  an  army  aa 
ahould  tread  down  all  that  atandeth  before  them  on 
foot,  and  lay  on  the  ground  all  the  atiff-neoked 
people  of  that  land :  for  there  ia  now  but  one  out- 
law of  any  mat  reckoning,  to  wit,  the  Earl  of  Ty- 
rone, abroad  in  aima ;  againat  whom,  you  see,  what 
huge  chsms  she  hsth  been  at  this  laat  year,  in 
sending  ofmen,  providing  of  victuals,  snd  making 
head  against  him ;  yet  there  is  little  or  nothing  at 
all  done,  but  the  queen's  tressure  spent,  her  people 
waated,  the  poor  country  troubled,  and  the  enemy 
nevertheless  Drought  into  no  more  subjection  than 
he  waa,  or  liat  outwardly  to  show,  whioh  in  effect  is 
none,  but  rather  a  acorn  of  her  power,  and  embolden* 
ing  of  a  proud  rebel,  and  an  encouragement  to  all 
like  lewdly-disposed  traitora,  that  ahul  due  to  lift 
up  their  heel  against  their  sovereign  lady.  There- 
fore it  were  hard  counsel  to  draw  such  an  exceeding 
great  charge  upon  her,  whose  event  should  be  so 
uncertsin. 

Irxn^ — ^True,  indeed,  if  the  event  should  be  un- 
certain ;  but  the  certainty  of  the  effect  hereof  shall 
be  BO  infallible,  as  that  no  reason  can  gainsay  it ; 
neither  shall  the  charge  of  all  this  army  (the  which 
I  demand)  be  much  greater,  than  so  much  as  in 
these  last  two  yeara'  wars  hath  vainly  been  ex- 
pended. For  I  dare  undertake  that  it  hsth  cost  the 
queen  above  f  00,000  pounds  slready ;  and  for  the 
present  charge  which  she  ia  at  there,  amounteth  to 
very  near  tt,000  pounds  a  month,  whereof  cast  you 
the  account ;  yet  nothing  is  done.  The  which  sum, 
hsd  it  been  employed  aa  it  should  be,  would  have 
effected  all  this  which  now  1  go  about. 

EiTDOX. — How  mean  yon  to  have  it  employed, 
but  to  be  spent  in  the  pay  of  aoldiera  and  provision 
of  victuals  7 

Ibsv. — Right  so ;  but  it  is  now  not  disbursed  at 
once,  as  it  might  be,  but  drawn  out  into  a  long 
length,  by  sending  over  now  tO,000  pounds  and 
next  half  ]rear  10,000  pounds ;  so  as  the  soldier,  in 
the  mean  time,  for  want  of  due  provision  of  victual, 
and  good  payment  of  hia  due,  is  starved  end  con- 
aumed ;  that  of  1000  which  came  over  luaty  able 
men,  in  half  a  year  there  are  not  left  500.  And  vet 
is  the  queen's  chsrge  never  a  whit  the  lets ;  but  what 
ia  not  paid  in  preaent  money  ia  accounted  in  debt, 
which  will  not  be  long  unpeid ;  for  the  captain,  half 


of  whose  soldiert  are  dead,  and  the  other  qaaiter 
oerer  muatered,  Dor  seen,  comes  shortly  to  demand 
payment  of  his  whole  account;  where  by  good 
means  of  some  great  ones,  and  privy  sharinga  with 
the  oificers  and  servants  of  other  some,  he  receiveth 
his  debt,  much  less  perhaps  than  waa  due,  yet  much 
more  indeed  than  he  iustly  deserved. 

EuooXd — I  take  thia»  sure,  to  be  no  good  hus- 
bandry ;  for  what  must  needs  be  spent,  as  good 
•pend  it  at  once,  where  is  enough,  as  to  have  it  drawn 
out  into  long  delaya,  aeeing  Uiat  thereby  both  the 
aervice  ia  much  hindered,  and  yet  nothing  saved. 
But  it  msy  be,  Ireneus,  that  the  queen*a  treasure  in 
so  great  occasions  of  disbursements  (aa  it  is  well 
known  she  hath  been  at  lately)  ia  not  always  so 
ready,  nor  so  plentiful,  aa  it  can  spare  lo  great  a 
aum  together ;  but  being  paid  aa  it  ia.  now  some, 
and  then  some,  it  ia  no  great  burden  unto  her,  nor 
any  great  impoverishment  to  her  coffers ;  seeing  by 
Buch  delay  of  time,  it  daily  cometh  in  aa  fast  aa  ahe 
parteth  it  out. 

InsK. — It  may  be  aa  you  say;  but  for  the  going 
through  of  so  honourable  a  course,  1  doubt  not  but 
if  the  queen's  coffers  be  not  so  well  stored,  which 
we  are  not  to  look  into,  but  that  the  whole  realm, 
which  now,  aa  things  are  used,  do  feel  a  continual 
burden  of  that  wretched  realm  haneing  upon  their 
backs,  would,  for  a  small  riddance  of  all  that  trouble, 
be  once  troubled  for  all,  and  put  to  all  their  ahoul- 
dera,  and  helping  handa,  and  hearta  also,  to  the  de- 
fraying of  that  charge  moat  gladfuUy  and  willingly. 
And  aurely  the  charge,  in  effect,  is  nothing  to  the 
infinite  great  good  which  ahould  come  thereby,  both 
to  the  queen  and  all  thia  realm  generally,  aa,  when 
time  serveth,  shall  be  ahowed. 

Euoox. — How  many  men  would  yon  require  to 
the  furnishing  of  this  which  ye  take  m  hand  ?  And 
how  long  apace  would  yon  have  them  entertained? 

Ibxn« — Verily,  not  above  ten  thouaand  footmen  and 
one  thousand  horae,  and  all  these  not  above  the 
space  of  a  year  and  a  half;  for  I  would  still,  aa  the 
beat  of  the  aervice  abateth,  abate  the  number  in  pay, 
and  make  other  proviaion  for  them,  as  I  will  show. 

EuDox.— Surely  it  seemeth  not  much  which  you 
require,  nor  no  long  time;  but  how  would  you 
have  them  used  t  Would  you  lead  forth  vour  anny 
against  the  enemy,  and  seek  him  where  he  is  to  fight  T 

Iren. — No,  Eudoxus,  that  would  not  be;  for  it 
is  well  known  that  he  ia  a  flying  enemy,  hiding 
himself  in  woods  and  bogs,  from  whence  be  will 
not  draw  forth,  but  into  some  strait  passage,  or  peril- 
ous ford,  where  he  knows  the  army  must  needs 
pass ;  there  will  he  lie  in  wait,  and  if  he  find  advan- 
tage fit,  will  dangerously  hasard  the  troubled  soldier. 
I'herefore,  to  seek  him  out  that  still  flitteth,  and  fol* 
low  him  that  can  hardly  be  found,  were  vain  and 
bootless.  But  I  would  divide  my  men  in  earriaun 
upon  his  country,  in  such  places  as  I  should  think 
might  most  annoy  him. 

Euoox. — But  how  can  that  be,  Ireneus,  with  so 
few  men  ?  For  the  enemy,  as  you  may  aee,  is  not  all 
in  one  country,  but  some  in  Ulster,  some  in  Con- 
naught,  and  othera  in  Leinster.  So  aa  to  plant 
strong  garrisons  in  all  those  places  ahould  need 
many  more  men  than  you  speak  of,  or  to  plant  all  in 
one  and  to  leave  the  rest  naked,  should  be  but  to 
leave  tbem  to  the  spoil. 

lR£Kd — I  would  wish  the  chief  power  of  the  army 
to  be  garrisoned  in  one  country  that  is  strongest, 
and  the  other  upon  the  rest  that  is  weakest.    As  for 


example  :  the  Ear]  of  Tjrrone  ta  now  aceonntBd  tibe 
strongest;  upon  him  would  I  lay  eight  ihoosand 
men  in  garrison ;  one  thousand  upon  Pbeagfa  Macb- 
Hugb  and  the  Cavanaghes,  and  one  thouaand  upon 
aome  parte  of  Connaught,  to  be  at  the  directioo  of 
the  governor. 

EuDoXd — I  see  now  all  your  men  bestowed ;  bat 
what  places  would  you  set  their  garrisons,  that  they 
might  rise  out  most  conveniently  to  service  T  And 
though,  perhapa,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  nlacea,  yet  I 
will  take  the  map  of  Ireland,  and  lay  it  before  me, 
and  make  mine  eyes,  in  the  mean  time,  my  sehool- 
masten,  to  guide  my  uoderstandingto  judge  of  your 
plot. 

iRsit.— Those  eight  thousand  in  Ulster  I  would 
divide  likewise  into  four  paita,  ao  aa  there  should  be 
two  thousand  footmen  in  every  garrison,  the  which 
I  would  thus  place :  upon  the  Blackwater,  in  eome 
convenient  place,  aa  high  upon  the  river  as  might 
be,  I  would  lay  one  garriaon ;  another  would  I  put 
at  Castle-Liffer,  or  thereabouts,  so  aa  they  ahould 
have  all  the  pasaages  upon  the  river  to  Logh-fovle ; 
the  third  I  would  place  about  Fermanagh,  or  Bua-^ 
droise,  so  aa  they  might  lie  between  Connaugbt  and 
Ulater,  to  serve  upon  both  aides,  as  oocaaton  shall 
be  offered;  and  thia,  therefore,  would  I  faav« 
atronger  than  any  of  the  rest,  because  it  should  be 
most  enforced  and  most  employed,  and  that  they 
might  put  wards  at  Balla-ahannon,  and  Belick,  and 
all  those  pasaages.  The  laat  would  I  aet  aboot 
Monaghan  or  B^turbnt,  ao  that  it  ahould  front  both 
upon  the  enemy  that  way,  and  alao  keep  the  coon* 
tries  of  Cavan  and  MeaUi  in  awe,  from  passage  of 
Btragglers  from  those  parts,  whence  they  osed  to 
come  forth,  and  oftentimes  use  to  work  much  mis- 
chief. And  to  every  of  these  garriaona  of  two  thoa- 
aand  footmen,  I  would  have  two  hundred  horaemen 
added,  for  the  one  without  the  other  can  do  bat 
little  service.  The  four  garriaona  thua  being  placed, 
I  would  have  to  be  victualled  before-band  tor  half  • 
year,  which  you  will  aay  to  be  hard,  oonaideriog 
the  corruption  and  nsual  waste  of  victualt •  But 
why  ahould  not  they  be  as  well  victualled  for  so 
long  time,  aa  the  ahips  are  uaually  for  a  year,  and 
sometimes  two,  aeeing  it  is  easier  to  keep  victuals 
on  land  than  water  1  Their  bread  I  would  have  ia 
flour,  ao  that  it  might  be  baked  still  to  asrve  their 
necessarv  want  Their  beer  there  alao  brewed 
within  them,  from  time  to  time,  and  their  beef  be- 
forehand barrelled,  the  which  may  be  used  bat  as  it 
is  needed ;  for,  I  make  no  doubt,  but  freah  vietuala 
they  will  sometimes  purvey  for  themaelvea  amongst 
their  enemiea.  Hereunto,  likewiae,  would  1  have 
them  have  a  store  of  hose  and  shoes,  with  such  other 
necessaries  aa  may  be  needful  for  aoldiers,  so  aa 
they  ahould  have  no  occasion  to  look  for  relief  from 
abroad,  or  oecaaion  of  auoh  trouble  for  their  conti- 
nual aupply,  aa  I  aee,  and  have  often  proved  in  Ire* 
land,  to  be  more  onmbroua  to  the  deputy,  and 
dang^eroua  to  them  that  relieve  them,  than  half  the 
leading  of  an  army;  for  the  enemy,  knowing  the 
ordinary  waya  through  the  which  their  relief  mast 
be  brought  them,  useih  commonly  to  draw  himself 
into  the  straight  passagea  thitherward,  and  ofian« 
timea  doth  dangerously  diatreaa  them.  Besides. 
the  pay  of  aueh  foroe  as  shonld  be  sent  for  their 
convoy,  the  charge  of  the  caniagea,  the  exacdona  q£ 
the  country  ahall  be  spared.  But  only  every  halt 
vear  the  aupply,  brought  by  the  deputy  himaelirao^ 
his  power,  who  shall  then  visit  and  overlook  all 


tiioM  gunaonftft  to  loe  whit  is  needful  to  change, 
whmt  is  expedient,  end  to  direct  what  he  shall  hest 
advise.  And  those  four  garrisons  issuing  forth,  at 
such  convenient  times  as  they  shall  hare  intelligence 
or  espial  upon  the  enemy,  will  so  drive  him  from 
one  side  to  another,  and  tennis  him  amongst  them, 
that  he  shall  find  no  where  safe  to  keep  his  creet  in, 
nor  hide  himself,  bat,  flying  from  the  fire,  shall  fall 
into  the  water,  and  out  of  one  danger  into  another, 
that,  in  short  space  his  oreet,  which  is  his  chief  sus- 
tenance, ahall  be  wasted  with  preying^  or  killed 
with  driving,  or  starved  for  want  of  pasture  in  the 
woods,  and  be  himself  brought  00  low,  that  he  shnll 
hsve  no  heart  nor  ability  to  endure  his  wretched- 
ness, the  which  will  surely  come  to  pass  in  very 
short  time,  for  one  winter  well  followed  upon  him 
will  so  pluck  him  on  his  koees,  that  he  will  never 
be  able  to  stand  np  again* 

£uDOz.— Do  yon  then  think  the  winter  time  fittest 
for  the  services  of  Ireland  1  How  falls  it  then  that 
oar  most  employments  be  in  sunmier,  and  the  srmies 
then  led  commcmly  forth  t 

Ibkn^ — It  is  surely  misconceived ;  for  it  is  not 
with  Ireland  as  it  is  with  other  countries,  where  the 
wars  fiame  most  in  summer,  and  the  helmets  glister 
bri((htest  in  the  fairest  sunshine ;  but  in  Ireland,  the 
winter  yieldetb  brat  services  ;  for  then  the  trees  are 
bare  and  naked,  which  use  both  to  clothe  and  house 
the  kern ;  the  ground  is  cold  and  wet,  which  useth 
to  be  his  bedding ;  the  air  is  sharp  and  bitter,  to 
blow  through  his  naked  sides  and  legs ;  the  kyne  are 
barren  aad  without  milk,  which  useth  to  be  his  only 
food ;  neither  if  he  kill  them,  will  they  jrield  him 
flesh,  nor  if  he  keep  them  will  they  give  him  food : 
besides,  being  all  with  calf,  for  the  most  part,  the^ 
will,  through  much  chasing  and  driving,  cast  all  their 
ealves,  and  lose  their  milk,  which  should  relieve 
him  the  nest  summer. 

EvnoXd — I  do  well  understsnd  voar  reason;  but  by 
yonr  leave,  I  have  heard  it  otherwise  said  of  some  that 
were  outlaws ;  that  in  summer  they  kept  themselves 
quiet,  but  in  winter  they  would  play  their  parts,  and 
when  the  nights  were  longest,  then  bum  and  apoil 
moat,  so  that  they  might  safely  return  before  dsy. 

lacy^ — I  have  Ukewise  beard  and  also  seen  proof 
thereof  true ;  bat  that  was  of  auch  outlaws  as  were 
either  abiding  in  well  inhabited  countries,  as  in 
Mnnster,  or  U>rdenng  00  the  English  psie,  as  Fea;;h 
Machogh,  the  Cavaoaghes,  the  Sloors,  the  Demp- 
sioa,  or  such  like ;  for,  for  them  the  winter  indeed 
is  the  fittest  time  for  spoiling  and  robbing,  because 
the  nigltts  are  then,  as  you  said,  lougest  snd  darkest, 
and  also  the  countries  round  about  are  then  moat  full- 
eat  of  com,  and  good  provision  to  be  gotten  every- 
where by  them ;  but  it  is  far  otherwise  with  s  strong 
pecfJed  enemy,  that  possess  a  whole  country ;  for 
tho  other  being  bat  a  few,  and  indeed  privily  lodged, 
and  kept  in  oot-villages,  and  coroera  nigh  to  the 
woods  and  monntains,  b^  some  of  their  privy  friends, 
to  whom  they  bring  their  spoils  and  stealths,  and  of 
whom  they  continually  receive  secret  relief ;  but  the 
open  aoemy  havmg  all  hia  country  wasted,  what  by 
htmsalf,  and  what  by  the  soldiers,  findeth  them  suc- 
ooor  10  no  plaeew  Towns  there  are  none,  of  which 
he  nav  get  spoil,  they  are  all  burnt ;  bread  he  hath 
ooDOrbe  plottgheth  not  in  summer  ;  flesh  be  hath,  but 
if  ba  kill  it  in  winter,  be  ahall  want  milk  in  summer, 
and  shortly  want  life ;  therefore,  if  they  be  well  fol- 
lowed bat  one  winter,  you  shall  have  little  work  with 
the  next  summer. 


EvDOx. — I  do  now  well  perceive  the  difference, 
and  do  verily  think  that  the  winter  time  is  their 
fittest  for  service ;  withsl  I  conceive  the  manner  of 
your  handling  of  the  service,  by  drswing  sudden 
draughu  upon  the  enemy,  when  he  looketh  not  for 
yon,  and  to  watch  advantagea  upon  him  as  he  doth 
upon  you,  by  which  straight  keeping  of  them  in,  and 
not  soffering  them  at  any  time  lonr  to  rest,  I  must 
needs  think  that  they  will  soon  be  brought  low, 
and  driven  to  great  extremities.    All  which  when 
yoa  have  performed,  and  brought  them  to  the  very 
last  cast,  suppose  that  they  will  offer  either  to  come 
to  you  and  submit  themselves,  or  that  some  of  them 
will  seek  to  withdraw  themselves ;  what  is  your 
advice  to  dol    Will  yon  have  them  received  ? 

Ihbh. — No ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  those  wsrs, 
and  when  the  garrisons  are  well  planted  and  fortified, 
T  would  wish  a  proclamation  were  made  generally  to 
come  to  their  knowledge,  that  what  persons  soever 
would  within  twenty  dsys  absolutely  submit  them- 
selves (excepting  only  the  very  principals  snd  ring- 
lesders),  should  find  grsce.  I  doubt  not  but  upon 
the  settling  of  these  garrisons,  such  a  terror  and  near 
consideration  of  their  periloua  state,  would  be 
strucken  into  most  of  them,  that  they  will  covet  to 
draw  away  from  their  leaders.  And  sgain,  I  well 
know  that  the  rebels  themselves  (as  I  saw  by  proof 
in  Desmond's  wars)  will  turn  away  all  their  rascal 
people,  whom  they  think  unserviceable;  as  old  men, 
women,  children,  and  hinds  (which  they  call  churls), 
which  would  only  waste  their  victuus,  and  yield 
them  no  aid,  but,  their  cattle  they  will  aurelv  keep 
away.  These,  therefore,  though  policy  would  turn 
them  back  again,  that  they  might  the  rather  consume 
and  afflict  the  other  rebels ;  yet  in  a  pitiful  commi- 
seration I  would  wiah  them  to  be  received;  the 
rather,  for  that  this  sort  of  base  people  doth  not  for 
the  most  part  rebel  of  themselves,  having  no  heart 
therennto,  but  are  by  force  drawn  by  the  grand  re- 
bels into  their  action,  and  carried  away  with  the  vio- 
lence of  the  stream,  else  they  should  be  sure  to  lose 
all  thai  they  have,  and  perbapa  their  lives  too,  the 
which  they  now  carry  onto  them,  in  hope  to  enjoy 
them  there,  but  they  are  there  by  the  strong  rebels 
themselves  soon  turned  out  of  ml,  so  that  the  con- 
Btraint  hereof  may  in  them  deserve  pardon.  Like- 
wise, if  any  of  their  able  men  or  gentlemen  shall  then 
offer  to  come  away,  and  to  bring  their  cattle  with 
them,  as  some  no  doubt  may  steal  them  away  pri- 
rily;  I  wish  them  also  to  be  received,  for  the  dis- 
abling of  the  enemy,  but  withal,  that  good  assurance 
may  be  taken  for  their  trae  behaviour  and  absolute 
submission  ;  and  tliat  then  they  be  not  suffered  to 
remain  any  longer  in  those  parts,  no  nor  about  Uie 
garrisons,  but  sent  away  into  the  inner  parts  of  the 
realm,  and  dispersed  in  such  sort  ss  they  may  nut 
come  together,  nor  easily  return  if  thi  y  would ;  for 
if  they  might  be  suffered  to  remain  about  the  garri- 
sons, and  there  inhabit,  as  they  will  offer  to  till  the 
ground,  snd  yield  a  great  part  of  the  profit  thereof, 
and  of  their  cattle,  to  the  coronel,  wherewith  they 
have  heretofore  tempted  many ;  they  would,  as  I 
have  by  experience  known,  he  ever  afW  such  a 
gall  and  inconvenience  to  them,  as  that  their  profit 
shall  not  recompense  their  hurt ;  for  they  will  pri- 
vily relieye  their  friends  that  are  foith,  they  will 
send  the  enemy  secret  advertisements  of  all  their 
purposes  and  journeys,  which  they  mean  to  make 
upon  thom,  they  will  not  also  stick  to  draw  the 
enemy  privily  upon  them ;  yea  and  to  betray  the 
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fort  itMlf,  by  ditoomy  of  all  her  dafeeti  end  diMd- 
TtntagM,  if  toy  be,  to  the  catting^  of  all  their  chroeti. 
For  troiding  whereof  end  many  other  incon- 
Teoiencee,  I  wish  that  they  ihoald  be  carried  fv 
from  thenee  into  iome  other  parte,  ao  that,  aa  I  afty, 
they  come  in  and  aubmit  themaelvea  upon  the  firat 
anmmona ;  bat  afterwarda  I  would  have  none  re- 
ceived, bat  left  to  their  fortone  and  miaerable  end ; 
my  reaaon  ia,  for  that  thoae  which  will  afterwarda 
remain  without,  are  atoat  and  obatinate  rebela,  each 
ai  will  neyer  be  made  dutifvland  obedient,  nor 
brought  to  labour  or  civil  converaation ;  haTinconce 
taatM  that  licentiooi  life,  and  beine  aoquainted  with 
apoil  and  outragea,  will  ever  after  be  readjr  for  the 
liie  occaaiooa,  ao  aa  there  ia  no  hope  of  their  amend- 
ment or  reooreiy,  and  therefore  needfiil  to  be  out 
oiF. 

£uDOZ.-^araly  of  aoch  desperate  peraona  aawiU 
follow  the  courae  of  their  own  tolly,  thera  ia  no  oom- 
pasaion  to  be  had ;  and  for  othera  you  have  pro- 
poaed  a  merciful  meanai  much  more  than  they  have 
deaerred ;  but  what  then  ahall  be  the  concluaion  of 
thiawar,  for  you  hare  prefixed  a  abort  time  of  its 
continuance  1 

InxN. — The  end  will,  I  aeaure  me,  be  very  abort 
and  much  aooner  than  can  be  in  ao  great  a  trouble 
aa  it  leemeth  hoped  for,  although  there  ahould  none 
of  them  MX  by  tne  aword,  nor  be  alain  by  the  aol- 
dier,  yet  thua  oeing  kept  from  manurmnce,  and  their 
cattle  from  running  abroad,  by  thia  hard  reatraint, 
they  would  quickly  conaume  tbemaelTea,  and  devour 
one  another.  The  proof  whereof  I  aaw  auifieiently 
ezampled  in  theae  fate  wars  of  Munater  ;  for,  not- 
withstanding that  the  aame  was  a  most  rich  and 
plentiful  country,  full  of  com  and  cattle,  that  you 
would  hare  thought  they  ahould  hare  been  able  to 
atand  long,  yet  era  one  year  and  a  half  they  were 
brought  to  auch  wretcheaneaa,  aa  that  any  atony 
heart  would  hare  rued  the  aame.  Out  of  every  cor- 
ner of  the  woods  and  glena  they  came  creeping 
forth  upon  their  handa,  for  their  lege  could  not  bear 
them ;  rhey  looked  like  anatomiea  of  death,  they 
apake  like  ghosts  crying  out  of  their  g^ves,  they  did 
eat  the  dead  carriona,  happy  where  they  could  find 
them,  yea,  and  one  another  aoon  after,  msomuch  aa 
the  very  caroaaaea  they  apared  not  to  acrape  out  of 
their  gravea ;  and  if  they  found  a  plot  of  water- 
creaaes  or  ahamrocks,  there  they  flocked  as  to  a  feast 
for  the  time,  yet  not  able  long  to  continue  there 
withal ;  that,  in  short  space,  there  were  none  almost 
left,  and  a  most  populous  and  plentiful  country  aud- 
denly  left  void  of  man  and  beaat :  yet  sure  in  all 
that  Iter,  there  perished  not  many  by  the  sword,  but 
all  by  the  extremity  of  fiunine,  which  they  them- 
aelvea had  wrought. 

EuooXd — ^It  is  a  wonder  that  you  tell,  and  more  to 
be  wondered  how  it  ahould  ao  ahortly  come  to  pass. 

lasH^-^lt  ia  moat  true,  and  the  reason  also  very 
ready,  for  you  must  ooneeive  that  the  atrength  of  aU 
that  nation  ia  the  kem»  galloglasse,  stoeah,  horse- 
man and  horaebov ;  the  which  having  been  never 
used  to  have  anything  of  their  own,  and  now  being 
upon  spoil  of  others,  make  no  spare  of  anything, 
but  havoc  and  confusion  of  all  they  meet  with,  whe- 
ther it  be  their  own  friends'  goods,  or  their  foes. 
And  if  they  happen  to  get  never  so  great  spoil  at 
any  time,  the  same  they  waate  and  consume  in  a 
trice,  as  naturally  delighting  in  apoil,  though  it  do 
themselves  no  good.  On  the  other  side,  whatsoever 
they  leave  unapent,  the  aoldier,  when  he  cometh 


thera,  spoileth  and  havockeih  Ukewiee;  no  that  be- 
tween both,  nothing  is  very  shortly  left  And  jet 
this  is  very  necessary  to  be  done  fbr  the  aoon 
finisbiog  of  the  war ;  and  not  only  thb  in  tids  wise, 
but  also  those  subjeoU  which  do  border  upon  those 
parts,  are  either  to  be  removed  and  drawn  away,  or 
likewise  to  be  spoiled,  that  the  enemy  mmj  find  no 
succour  thereby :  for  what  the  aoldier  spurssy  the 
rebel  will  surely  spoiL 

Et^noXd — I  do  now  well  ondentand  you.  Bm 
now  when  all  things  are  brooght  to  this  pess,  snd 
all  filled  with  theae  niefiil  spectsdee  of  so  many 
wretched  esrcaaaes  starving,  goodly  conntiieB  waated, 
■0  huge  desolstion  and  confuaion,  that  even  I  tbec 
do  but  hear  it  from  you,  and  do  picture  it  in  nv 
mind,  do  greatly  pity  and  commiaarate  it ;  if  it  shall 
happen,  that  the  atate  of  this  miaery  and  lamcnteble 
image  of  things  shsll  be  told,  and  feelinriy  preseottd 
to  her  sscred  majeety,  being  by  nature  full  of  merej 
and  clemency,  who  is  moat  mciiBable  to  aoch  pttifbl 
complaints,  and  will  not  endure  to  hear  euch  trsge- 
diea  made  of  her  poor  people  and  anbjects,  as  some 
about  her  may  inamuate  :  taen  ahe,  peihaps,  f>r  very 
compassion  of  such  oalamitieSi  wiU  not  only  slop 
the  strsam  of  such  violences,  and  return  to  her 
wonted  mildneaa,  but  also  coim  thorn  litde  thanks 
which  have  been  the  authors  and  counaellora  of  such 
bloody  platforms.  So  I  remember  that  in  the  late 
government  of  that  good  Lord  Grey,  when  after 
long  travail,  and  many  penlous  assays,  he  hed 
brought  things  almoat  to  this  pass  that  yon  speak 
of,  that  it  was  even  made  ready  ibr  reformation,  and 
might  have  been  brought  to  what  her  m^ecty 
would  ;  like  complaint  was  made  againat  him,  that 
he  waa  a  bloody  man,  and  regarded  not  the  life  of 
her  subjects  no  more  than  dogs,  but  had  waa(ed  and 
consumed  all,  ao  aa  now  ahe  had  nothing  abaost 
left  but  to  reign  in  their  ashea.  Ear  was  sooa  lent 
thereunto,  snd  sll  suddenly  turned  topsy-twj,  the 
noble  lord  eftsoons  wss  blamed,  the  wretched  people 
pitied,  and  new  counsels  plotted,  in  which  it  — 
concluded,  thst  a  genenl  pardon  ahould  be 
over  to  all  that  would  accept  of  it.  Upon 
all  former  purpoaes  were  blanked,  the  governor  nt  a 
bay,  and  not  only  all  that  great  and  long  charge 
which  she  bad  before  been  at,  ouite  leat  and  can^ 
celled,  but  also  all  that  hope  of  good  which  was 
even  at  the  door,  put  back,  and  dean  frustrated. 
All  which  whether  it  be  true  or  no,  youxuelf  osn 
well  tell. 

Irsk — ^Too  true,  Eudozus,  the  more  the  pity, 
for  I  may  not  forget  ao  memorable  a  thing ;  aoiher 
can  I  be  ignorant  of  that  perilous  device,  and  of  the 
whole  meana  by  which  it  was  compassed,  and  very 
cunningly  contrived,  by  sowing  iir^  dissensinn  be* 
tween  him  and  another  noble  peraoaage ;  wherein 
they  both  at  length  found  how  notably  they  had 
been  abused,  and  how  thereby  underhand  this  uok 
verssl  alteration  of  diings  wss  brought  about,  but 
then  too  late  to  sUy  the  same :  for  in  the  meantbne 
all  that  was  formerly  done,  with  long  labour  and 
great  toil,  was  (as  you  say)  in  a  moment  undoDe« 
and  thti  good  lord  blotted  with  the  name  cf  a  bloody 
man,  whom,  who  that  well  knew,  knew  to  be  most 
gentle,  affable,  loving,  and  temperate ;  but  that  the 
necessity  of  that  prssent  stale  of  tibings  enfocved 
him  to  that  violence,  and  almost  chsnged  hsa  natoral 
disposition.  But  otherwise  be  was  ao  ftr  fives  do* 
lighting  in  blood,  that  oftentimes  he  suiierBd  not 
just  vengeance  to  ftU  where  it  wis  daaafTid :  and 
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•▼•o  somt  of  them  whioh  wer»  sftflrwardi  his  ae- 
cafl#»rs*  bad  tasted  too  much  of  hia  mercy,  and  were 
f^m  the  gallows  broaght  to  be  bis  aconsen.  Bat 
bis  cottzae  indeed  was  tbis»  that  be  spsred  not  tbe 
beada  and  principals  of  aoj  misobieToaa  praotioea 
or  rebellioo,  but  showed  sharp  iodgment  on  tbem, 
chiefly  for  ensample  aake»  that  ul  the  meaner  aort, 
which  also  were  generally  then  infected  with  that 
evil,  might,  by  terror  thereof,  be  reclaimed,  and 
eared,  u  it  were  possible.  For  in  tbe  laat  conapi- 
racy  of  some  of  the  English  pale,  think  yon  not 
that  there  were  many  more  guilty  than  they  that 
felt  tbe  pnniahaentl  yet  he  toncbed  only  a  few  of 
special  note :  and  in  tbe  trial  of  them  also,  even  to 
prerent  the  blsme  of  oroeltjr,  and  nartial  proceed* 
ing,  and  aeehing  their  blooa,  which  he,  as  in  his 
great  wisdom  (aa  it  seemeth)  did  foresee  would  be 
obiected  against  him ;  he,  for  the  avoiding  thereof, 
did  nse  a  singular  discretion  and  regard :  for  the 
jury  that  went  upon  their  trial,  he  made  to  be  choaen 
out  of  their  netreat  kinsmen,  and  their  judgea  be 
made  of  aome  of  their  own  fathera ',  of  others,  their 
nnclea  and  dearest  friends:  who  when  they  could 
not  bat  justly  condemn  themy  yet  he  uttered  their 
judgment  in  abundance  of  teara :  and  yet  ha  even 
oerein  waa  called  bloody  and  crueL 

Evooa^-^Indeed  so  bare  I  beard  it  here  often 
epokettt  bat  I  perceive  (as  I  slways  Terily  thought) 
thst  it  was  most  unjustlj;  for  he  was  always 
hnown  to  be  a  moat  just,  smeere,  godly,  and  right 
noble  man«  &r  from  such  sternness,  far  from  such 
onrighteousneas*  But  in  tJiat  sharp  execution  of 
the  Speniarda  at  the  fort  of  Smerwick,  I  heard  it 
spectally  noteds  and  if  it  were  true  as  some  reported, 
snrely  it  was  a  great  touch  to  him  in  honour :  for 
aome  any  that  be  promised  them  life  i  others,  at 
least  be  did  pat  them  in  hope  thereoi 

Irbi«— Both  the  one  and  the  other  is  moat  untrue  t 
for  this  I  can  aaaure  yoo»  m^elf  being  aa  near  them 
es  sny,  that  be  was  so  far  either  from  promising,  or 
patting  them  in  hope,  that  when  first  their  Secre- 
tary (called,  aa   1  remember,  Siguier  Jeffm),  an 
Itamn,  being  sent  to  treat  with  the  Lord  Deputy 
for  grace,  waa  flatly  reftiaed ;  and  afterwsrda  their 
eolond«  named  Don  Sebaatian,  came  forth  to  entreat 
that  th^  might  part  with  their  arms  like  aoldiera, 
at  leaat  with  their  lives  aooording  to  the  custom  of 
war,  and  law  of  aationa ;  it  was  strongly  denied 
bim,  and  told  him  by  tbe  lord  deputy  bimaelf,  thst 
they  ooold  not  justly  plead  either  custom  of  war,  or 
law  of  nations,  fiir  that  they  were  not  any  lawful 
enemiee :  and  if  they  were,  be  willed  them  to  show 
by  what  commission  they  came  thither  into  another 
prinoe'a  dominioaa  to  war,  whether  from  the  pope, 
or  the  king  of  Spain,  or  any  other.    The  which  when 
they  said  they  had  not,  but  were  only  adventurers, 
that  came  to  seek  fortune  abroad,  and  to  serve  in 
wars  amongat  tbe  Iriab,  who  desired  to  entertain 
them ;  it  was  then  told  them,  that  the  Irish  them- 
selves, aa  the  Earl  and  John  of  Desmond,  with  the 
rest,  were  no  lawful  enemiea,  but  rebela  and  trai- 
toes  ;  and  therefore  thay  that  came  to  auceour  them  j 
no  better  than  rogoea  and  runagateay   especially 
eoming  with  no  licence  nor  commission  from  their 
own  king :  ao  as  it  abould  be  dishonourable  for  bim, 
ta  tho  name  of  bis  queen,  to  condition,  or  make  anj 
teims  wiih  snob  rascals;  bat  left  ihem  to  their 
choice,  to  yield  and  aubmit  tbemselves,  or  nOk 
Wbersopoa  the  said  cobnel  did  abeolutely  vield 
]iUB«elf  and  the  £b<%  with  all  therein,  and  craved  only 


mercy :  which  it  being  not  thoaght  good  to  show 
them  for  dsnger  of  them,  if,  being  saved,  they  abould 
afUrward  join  with  the  Iriab ;  and  also  for  terror 
to  the  Irish,  who  ara  much  emboldened  by  those 
foreign  succours,  and  also  put  in  hope  of  more  eie 
long ;  there  waa  no  other  way  but  to  make  that 
short  end  of  them  aa  waa  made.  Therefore  moat 
untruly  and  maliciously  do  these  evil  tongnee  back- 
bite and  alander  tbe  sscred  sshes  of  that  most  just 
snd  honourable  peraooage,  whoee  leaat  virtue,  of 
many  moat  ezceuent  that  abounded  in  his  heroio 
spirit,  they  were  never  able  to  aapire  unto. 

EoDOX^ — Truly,  Irenens,I  am  right  glad  to  be 
thus  satisfied  bv  you,  in  that  I  have  often  heard  it 

auestioned,  and  yet  waa  never  able  till  now  to  choke 
le  mouth  of  each  detracton,  with  the  certain  know- 
ledge of  their  alanderoua  untruths.  Neither  is  the 
knowledge  hereof  impertinent  to  that  which  we 
formerly  had  in  hand :  I  mean,  for  the  thorough 
prosecuting  of  that  sharp  coarse  which  you  hare  set 
down,  for  the  bringing  under  of  those  rebels  of 
Ulster  snd^Connaught,  and  preparing  a  way  for  tiieir 
perpetual  reformation ;  lest  hsply  by  any  such  sinis- 
ter suggestions  of  cruelty  and  too  much  bloodshed, 
all  the  plot  might  be  overthrown,  and  all  the  cost 
and  labour  therein  employed,  be  utterly  loat  and 
caat  away. 

laae^ — You  say  mostjtrae ;  for  after  that  lord's 
calling  away  from  thence,  the   two  lords  justices 
continued  but  a  while :  of  which,  the  one  was  of 
min<l  (as  it  seemed)  to  have  continued  in  the  footing 
of  his  predecessors,  but  that   he  was  curbed  and 
restraiiMd.    But  the  other  waa  more  mildly  disposed, 
aa  was  meet  for  his  profession,  and  willing  to  have 
all  the  wounds  of  that  commonwealth  healed  and 
re-cored,  but  not  with  that  heed  aa  they  abould  be. 
After,  when  Sir  John  Perrot  succeeding  (as  it  were) 
into  another  men'a  harvest,  found  an  open  way  to 
what  course  he  list,  the  which  he  bent  not  to  that 
point  which  the  former  governors  intended,  but 
rather  quite  contrary,  aa  it  were  in  acorn  of  the 
former*  and  in  vain  vaunt  of  his  own  counsek,  with 
the  which  he  waa  too  wilfully  carried  :  for  he  did 
tread  down  and  disgrace  all  the  English,  and  aet  up 
and    countenance  the    Irish   all  Utat    he    could; 
whether  thinking  thereby  to  make  them  more  tract- 
able   and  buxom  to  hia  government  (wherein  he 
thought  much  amiss),  or  privily  plotting  some  other 
pnrposee  of  his  own,  ss  it  partly  anerwanls  appeared. 
But  surely  his  manner  of  government  could  not  be 
Bound  nor  wholeeome  for  that  realm,  it  being  so 
contrary  to  the  former ;  for  it  wss  even  aa  two  physi- 
cians should  take  one  nek  body  in  hand,  at  two 
aundry  timea ;  of  which,  the  former  would  miniater 
all  things  meet  to  purge  snd  keep  under  the  body, 
the  other  to  pamper  and  atreogtben  it  suddenly 
sgain ;  whereof  what  ia  to  be  looked  for  but  a  meet 
daageroua  rdapael  lliat  which  we  now  see  through 
bis  rule,  and  the  next  after  him,  happened  thereunto, 
being  now  mme  dangeroualy  aiek  than  ever  before. 
Therefore  by  all  meena  it  must  be  fbreeoon  snd 
assured,  that  after  once  entering  into  thia  of  reforms 
tion,  there  be  afterwards  no  remorse  nor  drawing 
back  for  the  eight  of  any  auch  rueful  objects  as 
must  thereupon  follow,  nor  for  compassion  of  their 
calamitiee ;  seeing  that  by  no  other  means  it  is  pos- 
sible te  cure  them,  and  that  theee  ere  not  of  will, 
but  of  very  argent  necessity. 

EoDox.— Thus  fiir  then  yon  hsve  now  proceeded 
to  plant  your  garrisons,  ana  to  direct  aervicee ;  of  the 
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which  neTerthttleH  I  mast  oMdi  ooncmre,  thtt  then 
cannot  be  anv  certain  direction  aet  down,  so  that 
they  mast  follow  the  oceaaiona  which  ahall  be  daily 
offered,  and  diligently  awaited.  Bat  by  yoar  leave, 
Ireneua,  notwitbstandinr  all  thia  yoar  careful  fore- 
aigbt  and  proriaion,  methinka  I  aee  an  eril  lark  an- 
eapied ;  and  that  may  chance  to  haaard  all  the  hope 
of  thia  great  aerrice,  if  it  be  not  Tcry  well  looked 
into ;  and  that  ia,  the  cormptiona  of  their  captain  : 
for  thoagh  they  be  placed  nerer  ao  carefully,  and 
their  companiea  filled  noTer  ao  sufficiently,  yet  may 
they,  if  they  list,  discard  whom  they  please,  and 
send  away  such  as  will  perhaps  willingly  be  rid  of 
that  dangeroua  and  hard  aenrice;  the  which,  well  I 
wot,  is  their  common  caatom  to  do,  when  they  are 
laid  in  garriaon,  for  then  they  may  better  hide  their 
defaults,  than  when  they  are  in  camp,  where  they 
•re  continually  eyed  and  noted  of  all  men.  Besides, 
when  their  pay  cometh,  they  will,  as  they  say,  de- 
tain the  greatest  portions  thereof  at  their  pleasure, 
by  a  hundred  ahina  that  need  not  here  be  named, 
t&rough  which  they  oftentimea  deceiye  the  soldier, 
and  abuse  tho  queen,  and  greatly  hinder  the  aenrice. 
So  that  let  the  queen  pay  never  so  fully,  let  the  mus- 
ter-maater  view  them  nerer  ao  diligently,  let  the  de- 
puty or  general  look  to  them  never  ao  exactly  ;  yet 
they  can  cosen  them  all.  Therefore,  methmks.  it 
were  good,  if  it  be  possible,  to  make  provision  for 
«his  inconvenience. 

I  REN.— It  will  surely  be  very  hard;  but  the 
chiefest  help,  for  prevention  hereof,  must  be  the 
care  of  the  colonel  that  hath  the  government  of  all 
hia  garrison,  to  have  an  eye  to  their  alterations,  to 
know  the  numbers  and  names  of  the  sick  soldiers 
and  the  alain,  to  make  and  observe  their  ranks  in  their 
daily  rising  forth  to  service,  by  which  he  cannot 
easily  be  abused ;  so  that  he  himself  be  a  man  of 
•pecul  aaanrance  and  integrity.  And  therefore  great 
regard  is  to  be  hsd  in  the  choosing  and  appointing 
of  them.  ^  Besides,  I  would  not  by  any  means,  that 
the  captain  ahould  have  the  paying  of  their  aoldiera, 
but  that  there  should  be  a  pay-master  appointed,  of 
special  trust,  which  should  pay  every  man  accord- 
ing to  hia  captain's  ticket,  ana  the  account  of  the  clerk 
of  hia  band ;  for  by  this  means  the  captain  will  never 
aeek  to  falsify  hia  alterationa,  nor  to  diminish  his 
company,  nor  to  deceive  his  soldiers,  when  nothing 
thereof  shall  be  sure  to  come  unto  himself,  but  what 
is  his  own  bare  pay.  And  this  is  the  manner  of  the 
Spaniarda'  captain,  who  never  hath  to  meddle  with 
hia  soldiers'  pay,  and  indeed  acometh  the  name  as 
base,  to  be  counted  his  soldier's  pu[adore.  Whereas 
the  contrary  amongst  us  hath  brought  things  to  so  bad 
B  paas,  that  there  is  no  captain  but  thinks  his  band 
very  sufficient,  if  he  can  muster  sixty,  and  aticka  not 
to  say  openly,  that  he  ia  unworthy  to  have  a  cap- 
tainahip,  that  cannot  make  it  worth  500{.  by  the 
year,  the  which  they  rieht  well  verify  by  the  proof. 

EvDox.— Truly  I  tbuik  this  is  a  very  good  meana 
to  aroid  that  inconvenience  of  captains  abaaee.  But 
what  say  you  to  the  colonel!  Whst  authority 
think  you  meet  to  be  given  him  ?     Whether  will 

Jou  allow  him  to  protect,  or  safe  conduct,  and  to 
ave  martial  laws  as  they  are  accuatomedl 
Iren.— Yea  verily,  but  all  these  to  be  limited  with 
YBTj  strait  instructions.  As  first,  for  protections ; 
that  they  ahall  have  authority,  after  the  first  protec- 
tion, for  the  apace  of  twenty  days,  to  protect  all 
that  ahall  come  in,  and  them  to  aend  to  toe  lord  de- 
puty, with  their  safe-conduct  or  paas,  to  be  at  hia 


disposition ;  but  ao  aa  none  of  xhtm  ratum  noci 
agun,  being  once  come  in,  bat  be  pteseuuy  ssjt 
away  out  of  the  country,  to  the  next  aheriff»  aiiu  »s 
conveyed  in  safety.  And  likewise  for  martial  /sw. 
that  to  the  soldier  it  be  not  extended  but  by  tnJ 
formally  of  his  crime,  by  a  jury  of  hia  fellow-soldiers 
as  it  ought  to  be,  and  not  raably,  at  the  will  and 
displeasure  of  the  colonel,  as  I  have  sometimes  see l 
too  lightlv.  And  aa  for  other  of  the  rebels  that 
shall  light  into  their  hands,  that  they  be  well  awara 
of  what  condition  they  be,  and  what  holding  they 
have.  For  in  the  laat  general  wars  there,  1  knew 
many  good  freeholders  execnted  by  martial  law, 
whose  landa  were  thereby  aaved  to  their  heirs, 
which  should  have  otherwiae  cacheated  to  her 
majeaty.  In  all  which,  the  great  dtaoretion  and 
opriehteouaness  of  the  colonel  himself  ia  to  be  tbs 
chief  stay,  both  for  all  those  doubts,  and  for  many 
their  difficulties  that  may  in  the  service  happen. 

£vDox« — Your  caution  is  very  good.  But  now, 
touching  the  arch  rebel  himself,  I  mean  the  Eju9 
of  Tvrone,  if  he.  in  all  the  time  of  these  wars 
should  offer  to  come  in,  and  aubmit  himself  to  her 
Majes^,  would  you  not  have  him  received,  giving 
good  hoatagea,  and  auffioient  assursnce  of  himself  ? 

lasN. — No,  marry ;  for  there  ia  no  doubt  but  he 
will  offer  to  come  in,  aa  he  hath  done  divera  times 
already  ;  but  it  is  without  any  intent  of  true  sub- 
mission, as  the  effect  hath  well  ahowed ;  oeiiher, 
indeed,  can  he  now,  if  he  would,  come  in  at  all,  nor 
ffive  that  aaauranoe  of  himself  that  ahoold  be  meet ; 
for  bebg,  aa  he  ia,  very  aabtle-headed,  aeeiog  him- 
aelf  now  ao  far  engaged  in  this  bad  action,  can  yoa 
think  that,  by  hia  submiasion,  he  can  purchaae  t« 
himself  any  aafety,  but  that  hereafter,  when  things 
ahall  be  quieted,  these,  his  villaniea,  will  be  ever 
remembered ;  and  whensoever  he  shall  tread  awry, 
(as  needa  the  moat  righteous  must  sometimes)  ad- 
vantage will  be  taken  thereof,  aa  a  breach  of  bia  par- 
don, and  he  brought  to  a  reckoning  for  all  former 
matters.  Beaidea,  how  bard  it  ia  now  for  him  ts 
frame  himaelf  to  aubjeotion,  that  having  once  aet  be- 
fore hia  evea  the  hope  of  a  kinedom,  Ittth  tharvunts 
not  onl^  round  eucooragomentmnn  the  greatest  king 
in  Chnatendom,  bat  mao  found  great  faintoeas  in 
her  Majesty's  withstanding  him  ;  whMeby  he  ia  am> 
mated  to  think  that  hia  power  ia  able  to  defend  him, 
and  offend  further  than  be  hath  done,  wheoaoever 
he  pleaae ;  let  every  reasonable  man  judge.  But  if  be 
himself  should  come,  and  leave  all  other  bia  aocom- 
plicea  without,  aa  O'Donnel,  Mae-Mahone,  Maguire, 
and  the  reat,  he  muat  needa  think,  that  then,  eveo 
they  vrill,  ere  long,  cut  bis  throat,  which  having 
drawn  them  all  into  thia  occasion,  now,  in  the  mid&t 
of  their  trouble,  giveth  them  the  slip  ;  whereby,  bs 
must  needa  perceive,  how  impossible  it  is  for  him  tc 
submit  himself.  But  yet,  if  ne  would  do  so,  can  bt 
give  any  good  aaauranre  of  hia  obedience  \  For  hon 
weak  hold  ia  there  by  hoatagea,  hath  too  ofien  beea 
proved,  and  that  which  ia  apoken  of  taking  Shas 
O'Neil'a  aona  from  him,  and  aetting  them  up  againsi 
him,  aa  a  very  periloua  counsel,  and  not  by  an) 
meana  to  be  put  m  proof;  for  were  they  let  forth, 
and  could  overthrow  him,  who  ahould  afterwards 
overthrow  them,  or  what  assurance  can  be  had  ol 
them  7  It  will  be  like  the  tale  in  ^sop,  of  tbe  wild 
horse,  who,  having  eumity  with  the  stag,  came  to  a 
man  to  desire  his  aid  against  his  foe,  who  yielding 
thereunto,  mounted  upon  his  back,  and  so  foUowing 
the  atag,  era  long  slew  him^    Bat  then,  wfa«B  tM 
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bone  would  bare  bim  ali^^bt,  be  refused,  but  erer 
after  kept  bim  in  bis  subjection  and  service.  Sucb, 
I  doubt,  would  be  tbe  proof  of  Sban  O'Neal's  sons. 
Therefore,  it  is  most  dangerous  to  attempt  any  sucb 
plot ;  for  even  tbat  very  manner  of  plot  was  tbe 
means  bv  whicb  this  traitorous  earl  is  now  made 
great,  ('or  wben  tbe  last  O'Neal,  called  Terlagb 
Leinagh,  began  to  stand  upon  some  tickle  terms, 
this  fellow  then,  called  Baron  of  Dungannon,  was 
set  up,  as  it  were,  to  beard  bim,  and  countenanced 
and  strengtbened  by  tbe  oueen  so  far,  as  tbat  be  is 
now  able  to  keep  literselr  play,  much  like  unto  a 
gameater,  tbat  having  lost  all,  borrowelb  of  bis  next 
fellow-gamester  somewhat  to  maintain  play,  which 
be  setting  unto  htm  again,  shortly  thereby  winnetb 
all  from  the  winner. 

EuDox. — Was  this  rebel,  then,  at  first  setup  by 
the  queen,  as  you  say,  and  now  become  so  undu- 
tiful? 

Irbn. — He  was,  I  assure  ^ou ,  the  most  outcast  of 
all  the  O'Neals  then,  and  lifted  up  by  her  majesty 
out  of  tbe  dust,  to  that  be  bath  now  wrought  him- 
self unto  'f  and  now  be  playeih  like  the  frosen  snake, 
who  being  for  compassion  relieved  by  tbe  husband- 
man, soon  after  he  was  warm,  he^m  to  hiss,  and 
threaten  dancrer  even  to  him  and  bis. 

£vDox« — ^He  surely  then  deservetb  the  punish- 
ment of  tbat  snake,  and  should  worthily  be  hewed 
to  pieces.  But  if  you  like  not  tbe  lettmg  forth  of 
Sban  O'Neal'a  sons  against  him,  what  say  you  then 
of  that  advice  which,  I  beard,  was  given  by  some, 
to  draw  in  Scots  to  serve  against  him  7  How  like  you 
that  ad  vice  1 

Irsn. — Much  worse  than  the  former;  for  who 
tbat  is  experienced  in  those  parts  knoweth  not,  tliat 
the  O'Neals  are  nearly  allied  unto  tbe  M'Neils  of 
Scotland,  and  to  tbe  Esrla  of  Argyle,  from  whence 
tbey  used  to  have  all  succours  of  those  Scots  and 
redahaukst  Besides,  all  these  Scots  are,  through 
long  continuance,  intermingled  and  allied  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  north  ;  so  as  there  is  no  hope  that 
they  will  ever  be  wrought  to  serve  faithfully  against 
their  old  friends  and  kinsmen :  and  though  they 
would,  bow,  when  tbey  bava  overthrown  bim,  and 
tbe  wars  are  finished,  wall  they  themselves  be  put 
out  ?  Do  we  not  all  know,  that  tbe  Scots  were  the 
first  inhabiunts  of  all  tbe  north,  and  that  those 
wbirb  now  are  called  the  North  Irish,  are,  indeed, 
rery  Soots,  which  challenge  tbe  ancient  inheritance 
and  dominion  of  that  country,  to  be  their  own  an- 
cieutly :  This  then  were  but  to  leap  out  of  the  pan 
into  tbe  fire :  for  the  cbiefest  caveat  and  provision 
in  reformation  of  the  north,  most  be  to  keep  out 
those  Scots. 

Evoox.* — Indeed  I  remember,  that  in  your  dis- 
coarse  of  the  first  peopling  of  Ireland,  you  ahowed, 
th«t  the  Scythians  or  Scots  were  tbe  first  that  sat 
down  in  the  north ;  whereby  it  seems,  tbat  they  may 
ebmllenge  some  right  therein.  How  comes  it  then, 
ihnt  the  O'Neals  claim  tbe  dominion  thereof,  and  this 
Earl  of  Tyrone  saith,  tbat  tbe  right  is  in  himi  I 
pray  yon  resolve  me  herein  ;  fur  it  is  very  needful 
CO  be  known,  and  maketh  unto  tbe  right  of  the  war 
sig^iost  him  ;  whose  success  useth  commonly  to  be 
a^coiding  to  tbe  justness  of  the  cause  for  which  it  is 
nude.  For  if  Tyrone  ba«e  any  right  in  that  sei- 
gniory, metbinks  it  should  be  wrong  to  thrust  him 
out :  or,  if,  as  1  remember  you  said  in  tbe  begin- 
niag,  tluit  O'Neal,  wben  he  acknowledged  the  ICing 
of  Eaglaad  ht  his  liege  lord  and  sovereign,  did,  as 


he  alleged,  reserve  in  the  same  submission  bis 
seigniories  and  rights  unto  himself,  what  should  it 
be  accounted  to  thrust  him  out  of  the  same  ? 

iRENd — For  the  right  of  O'Neal  in  tbe  seigniory 
of  tbe  north,  it  is  surely  none  at  all :  for  besides 
that  tbe  Kings  of  England  conquered  all  tbe  realm, 
and  thereby  assumed  and  invested  all  the  right  of 
that  land  to  themselves  and  their  heirs  and  succes- 
sors for  ever,  so  as  nothing  was  left  in  O'Neal  but 
what  be  received  back  from  them ;  O'Neal  himself 
never  had  any  ancient  seigniory  over  that  country, 
but  what  by  usurpation  and  encroachment  after  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  be  got  upon  tbe 
English,  whose  land*  and  possessions  being  for- 
merly wasted  by  the  Scots,  under  tbe  leading  of 
Edward  le  Bruce,  as  I  formerly  declared  unto  you, 
be  eftsoons  entered  into,  and  sithence  hath  wrong- 
fully detained,  through  the  other  occupations  and 
great  affairs  which  the  King  of  England,  soon  aft«^r, 
fell  into  here  at  home ;  so  as  tbey  could  not  intend 
to  tbe  recovery  of  that  country  of  the  north,  nor 
restrain  tbe  insolency  of  O'Neal,  who  finding  none 
now  to  withstand  bim,  reigned  in  tbat  desolation, 
and  made  himself  lord  of  those  few  people  that  re- 
mained there,  upon  whom  ever  sithence  be  bath 
continued  his  first  usurped  power,  and  now  exacteth 
and  extorteth  upon  all  men  what  be  list;  so  that 
now  to  subdue  or  expel  an  usurper,  should  be  no 
unjust  enterprise  or  wrongful  war,  but  a  restitution 
of  ancient  right  unto  tbe  crown  of  England,  from 
whence  they  were  most  unjustly  expelled  and  long 
kept  out. 

EuDOXd — I  am  very  glad  herein  to  be  thus  satisfied 
by  you,  tbat  I  may  the  better  satisfy  them  whom  I 
have  oflen  beard  to  object  these  doubts,  and  slan- 
derously to  bark  at  tne  courses  which  are  held 
against  that  traitorous  earl  and  his  adherents.  But 
now  that  you  have  thus  settled  your  service  for 
DUter  and  Connaught,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  your 
opinion  for  the  prosecuting  of  Feagh  M*Hugh  ; 
who  being  but  a  base  villain,  and  of  himself  of  no 
power,  yet  so  continually  troubleth  the  state,  not- 
withstanding that  be  lieth  under  their  nose,  that  I 
disdain  his  bold  arrogancy,  and  think  it  to  be  the 
greatest  indignity  to  tbe  queen  tbat  may  be.  to  suffer 
such  a  caitiff  to  play  such  rex ;  and  by  his  ensam- 
ple,  not  only  to  give  heart  and  encoun^ement  to  all 
sucb  bad  rebels,  but  also  to  yield  them  succour  and 
refuge  against  her  majesty,  whensoever  tbey  fly  unto 
his  comeriok.  Whereof  1  would  first  wish,  before 
you  enter  into  your  plot  of  service  against  bim,  that 
you  should  lay  open  by  what  means,  he  being  ao 
base,  first  lifted  himself  up  to  this  dangerous  great- 
ness, and  how  he  maintaineth  bis  part  agaios<  the 
queen  and  her  power,  notwithstanding  all  that  bath 
been  done  and  attempted  againat  bim :  and  whether 
also  be  have  any  pretence  of  right  in  the  lands 
which  he  holdeth,  or  in  the  wars  tbat  he  maketh  for 
the  same. 

Inen^— I  will  BO,  at  your  pleasaf^;  and  will 
further  declare,  not  only  tbe  first  beginning  of  his 
private  house,  but  also  the  ori|ris*^  o^  ^e  sept  o^ 
the  Birns  and  Tools,  so  far  as  i  ^^^^  learned  the 
same  from  some  of  themselve**  "^^  gathered  the 
rest  by  reading.  Tbe  pBOf^  of  tbe  Birns  and 
Tools  (as  before  I  showed  tf<>^  you  my  conjecture) 
descended  from  the  anci^^  Britons,  which  first 
inhabited  all  those  easter*  P|^ts  of  Ireland,  as  their 
names  do  betoken ;  fof  ^'in  in  the  British  lan- 
guage   aigniiletb  ytci^Jt  >&(i  tool  hilly;   whioh 
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BMDM  it  MMiMth  tbej  took  of  the  coontriefl  which 
they  inhabitad,  which  it  ill  very  mottntainooi  and 
woody.  Jn  the  which  it  teemeth  that  erer  since 
the  coming  in  of  the  English  with  Dennot  ni-Gall, 
they  bare  continued.  Whether  that  their  couotry 
being  so  rude  and  mountainoas  was  of  them  de- 
spised, and  thought  unworthy  the  inhabiting,  or 
that  they  were  receired  to  grace  by  them,  and 
suffered  to  enjoy  their  lands,  as  unfit  for  any  other; 

Jet  it  seemeCh  that  in  some  places  of  the  same  they 
ave  put  foot,  and  fortified  with  sundry  castles,  of 
which  the  ruins  only  do  there  now  remain :  since 
which  time  they  are  grown  to  that  strength,  that 
they  are  able  to'  lift  up  hand  aninst  all  that  state  ; 
and  now  lately  through  the  boldness  and  late  good 
success  of  this  Feagh  Mac-Hugh,  they  are  so  far 
emboldened,  that  they  threaten  peril  eyen  to  Dublin, 
oyer  whose    neck    they   continually    hang.      But 
touching  your  demand  of  this  Feagh 's  right  unto 
that  country  which   he  claims,  or   the   seigniory 
therein,  it  is  most  yain  and  arrogant.    For  this  you 
cannot  be  ignorant,  that  it  waa  part  of  that  which 
waa  giyen  in  inheritance  by  Dennot  Mac- Morrough, 
King  of  Leinater,  unto  Strongbow  with  his  daughter, 
and  which  Strongbow  gaye  oyer  unto  the  king  and 
his  heirs ;  so  as  the  right  is  absolutely  now  in  her 
majesty,  and  if  it  were  not,  yet  could  it  not  be  in 
this  Feagh,  but  in  O'Brin,  which  is  the  ancient 
lord  of  all  that  country ;  for  he  and  his  ancestors 
were   but  followers  unto  O'Brin,  and  his  grand- 
father Shane  Mac-Terlagh  was  a  man  of  meanest 
regard  amongst  them,  neither  having  wealth  nor 
power.    But  his  son  Hugh  Mac- Shane,  the  father 
of  this  Feagh,  first  began  to  lift  up  his  head,  and 
through  the  strength  and  great  nstness  of  Glao- 
Malor,  which  adjoineth  unto  his  house  of  Ballineoor, 
drew  unto  him  many  thieyes  snd  outlaws,  which 
fled  unto  the  succour  of  that  Glynn,  as  to  a  ssnc- 
tuaiy,  and  brought  unto  him  part  of  the  spoil  of  all 
the  country ;  through  which  he  grew  strong,  and 
in  abort  space  got  unto   Himself  a  great  name, 
thereby,  amongst  the  Irish  ;  in  whose  footing  this 
his  son  continuing,  hath   through   many  unhappy 
ocoaaions  increased  hb  said  name,  and  the  opinion 
of  his  greatness,  insomuch,  that  now  he  is  become 
a  dangeroua  enemy  to  deal  withal. 

tEunox. — ^Surely  I  can  commend  him,  that  being 
himself  of  so  mean  condition,  hath  through  his 
^  hardiness  lifted  himself  up  to  that  height,  that 
vre  now  front  princes,  and  make  terms  with 
wotenutes ;  the  which  as  it  is  to  him  honour- 
^  it  is  to  them  most  disgraceful,  to  be  bearded 
oulf  ^*^  Tarlet,  that  being  but  of  late  grown 
bigh\^P9'^^<  beginoeth  now  to  oyercrow  so 
tectoi^t^*'  end  make  himself  the  great  pro- 
hiifl.  £^BthiW8  and  rebels  that  will  repair  unto 
enemy  a^fp**  think  he  is  now  so  dangerous  an 
him  down  ■F^'^^>  ^  ^^  it  is  so  hard  to  take 

be  made  of  GH*  ^^'v  >>  i^o  great  reckoning  to 
hand,  when  th?F  ^^  ^  ^'^^  ^^^^'^  taken  in 
parts  wijoining,!^  ^^  realm,  or  at  least  the 
gentleman  that '  nolC°  9^^  >*  ^^  honourable 
William  Russell,  gavlPff *^^  there,  I  mean  Sir 
•nd  had  worthily  per«|^'?  attempt  thereunto, 
been  croaeed  oahappiI)k»^ ^^  course  had  not 
three  months,  nor  eyer^^^^^  n^^  ^*ve  stood 
yery  mean  power ;  but  n^lp^^  op  •gainst  a 
being  op  in  a  maddening  a^  P»^  •''ou^  1*"d 

the  Moores  in 


Leis,  the  Cayenaghs  in  the  eoonty  of  Wexford, 
and  some  of  the  Butlen  in  the  oouoty  of  Kilkenny ; 
they  all  flock  unto  him,  and  draw  into  hia  countiy, 
as  to  a  strong  hold  where  they  think  to  be  safe  from 
an  that  prosecute  them.  And  from  thence  they  do 
at  their  pleasures  break  out  into  all  the  borders 
adjoining,  which  are  well  peopled  conntries.  as  the 
counties  of  Dublin,  of  Kudare,  of  Catherlrgb,  of 
Kilkenny,  of  Wexford,  with  the  spoils  whereof 
they  yictual  and  strengthen  themselres,  which 
otherwise  should  in  short  time  be  starred,  and  sore 
pined ;  so  that  what  he  i»  of  himself,  yon  may 
nereby  perceive. 

Euoox. — Then  by  so  much  as  I  gather  out  of 
your  speech,  the  next  way  to  end  the  wara  with 
him,  and  to  rout  him  quite,  should  be  to  keep  him 
from  invading  of  those  countiiea  adjoining ;  which 
(aa  I  suppose)  is  to  be  done,  either  by  drawing  all 
the  inhabitants  of  those  next  borders  away,  and 
leaving  them  utterly  waste,  or  by  planting  garriaoas 
upon  all  those  frontiers  i^ut  him,  that  when  he 
shall  break  forth,  may  set  npon  him  and  shorten  his 
return. 

iRE^id — You  conceive  very  rwhtly,  Eudoxus:  but 
for  that  the  dispeopling  and  dnyin|p  away  all  the 
inhabitants  from  the  country  about  hmi,  which  you 
speak  of,  should  be  a  great  confusion  and  trouble, 
as  well  for  the  unwillingneas  of  them  to  leave  their 
possessions,  as  also  for  placing  and  providing  far 
them  in  other  conntries ;  methinks  the  better  course 
should  be  by  plsnting  of  ganisons  about  him,  which 
whensoever  he  shall  look  forth,  or  be  drawn  out 
with  the  desire  of  the  spoil  of  those  borders,  or  for 
neeessity  of  victual,  shall  be  alwaya  ready  to  inter- 
cept his  going  or  coming. 

Eunox. — Where  then  do  you  wish  those  garrisons 
to  be  planted,  that  they  may  serve  best  againt  him, 
and  how  many  in  every  garriaon  1 

Irsn< — I  myself,  by  reason  that  (as  I  told  you)  I 
am  no  martial  man,  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
direct  so  dangerous  affairs ;  but  only  as  I  under- 
stood by  the  purposes  and  plots,  which  the  Ijoxd 
Grey,  who  was  well  experienced  in  that  service, 
against  him  did  lay  down :  to  the  performance 
whereof  he  only  reouired  1000  men  to  be  laid  in 
aix  garrisons ;  that  is,  at  Ballineoor,  SOO  footmen 
and  50  horsemen,  which  should  shut  him  out  of  his 
great  glynn,  whereto  he  so  much  trusteth ;  at  Knock- 
lough,  too  footmen  and  50  horsemen,  tosnswer  the 
county  of  Caiherlagh ;  at  Arolo  or  Wicklow,  200 
footmen  and  50  horsemen,  to  defend  aU  that  aide 
towards  the  sea ;  in  Shillelagh,  100  footmen,  which 
should  cut  him  from  the  Cavenaghs,  and  the  county 
of  Wexford ;  and  about  the  three  castles,  50  horse- 
men, which  should  defend  all  the  county  of  Dublin ; 
and  100  footmen  at  Talbot'a  Town,  which  ahould 
keep  him  from  breaking  out  into  the  county  of  Kil- 
dare,  and  be  alwaya  on  his  neck  on  that  siae.  The 
which  garrisons  so  laid,  will  so  busy  him,  that  he 
shall  never  rest  at  home,  nor  stir  forth  abroad,  but 
he  shall  be  had.  As  for  his  eieet,  they  cannot  be 
above  ground,  but  they  must  needs  fall  into  their 
handa  or  starve,  for  he  hath  no  fastneaa  nor  refuge 
for  them.  And  aa  for  his  partaksra  of  the  Moorecv 
Butlers,  and  Cavenaghs,  they  will  soon  leave  him 
when  they  see  his  fiMtnesa  and  strong  places  Uma 
taken  from  him. 

EuDOx< — Surely  thia  aeemeth  a  plot  of  sreat 
reason,  and  amall  difficulty,  which  promJsth  nop# 
of  a  short  end :  but  what  special  direotinon  wiU  jou 
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wt  down  for  th«  tenrioMi  uid  riimgt  oat  of  th«M 
gvritoiw? 

^KW.*^Koae  other  than  the  praeent  oocasions 
^hall  minieter  unto  them ;  and  ac  by  good  eepiaU, 
whereof  there  they  cannot  want  atore,  they  ahall  be 
drawn  continually  npon  him,  ao  aa  one  of  them 
ahall  be  atill  upon  him.  and  aometimea  all  at  one 
instant  baiting  him.  And  thia  ^I  aaaure  myaelf) 
will  demand  no  long  time,  but  will  be  all  finiahed 
in  the  apaoe  of  one  year,  which  how  email  a  thing  it 
is  unto  the  eternal  quietneae  which  shall  thereby  be 
purchaaed  to  that  realm,  and  the  greet  good  which 
ahoald  grow  to  her  majeaty,  ahould  methinks 
readily  dmw  on  her  highness  to  the  undertaking  of 
the  enterprise. 

EuDox.— You  bare  very  well,  methinks,  Irenens, 
plotted  a  course  for  the  achieving  of  thoae  were 
now  in  Ireland,  which  seema  to  ask  no  long  time, 
nor  great  charge,  ao  as  the  effecting  thanot  £i  com- 
mitted to  men  of  aure  truat  and  aound  experience, 
as  well  in  that  country,  aa  in  the  manner  of  those 
aervicea;  lor  if  it  he  left  in  the  banda  of  auch  raw 
captains  as  are  usually  aent  out  of  England,  being 
thereunto  only  preferred  by  friendship,  and  oot^ 
choaen  by  sufficiency,  it  will  aoon  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Insir.— Therefore  it  were  meet  (methinks)  that 
such  captains  only  were  thereunto  employed,  aa 
have  formerly  serTcd  in  that  country,  and  been  at 
least  lieutenanta  unto  other  captains  there.  For 
otherwise,  being  brought  and  transferred  from  other 
aerricea  abroad,  as  in  France,  in  Spain,  aod  in  the 
Low-Countries,  though  they  be  of  good  experience 
in  those,  and  hare  never  ao  well  deserved ;  yet  in 
these  they  will  be  new  to  seek,  aod  before  they  hare 
gathered  experience,  they  shall  buy  it  with  great  loss 
to  her  roajestjr,  either  by  hasarding  of  their  compa- 
nies, through  ignorance  of  the  places,  and  manner  of 
the  Irish  aerricea,  or  by  losing  a  great  part  of  the 
time  which  is  required  hereunto,  being  but  short,  in 
which  it  might  be  finiahed,  almost  before  they  hare 
taken  out  a  new  lesson,  or  can  tell  what  is  to  be 
done. 

Euoox. — You  are  no  good  friend  to  new  captains : 
it  seems,  Ireneus,  that  you  bar  them  from  the  credit 
of  thia  aerf ice :  but,  to  say  truth,  methinks  it  were 
meet,  that  sny  one  before  he  came  (o  be  a  captvin, 
ahould  have  been  a  soldier ;  for,  Partn  qui  nescit, 
nneit  imptmt.  And  besides,  there  is  a  great 
wrong  done  to  the  old  aoldier,  from  whom  all  means 
of  advancement,  which  is  due  unto  him,  is  out  off, 
bv  shuffling  in  these  new  cutting  ceptaina  into  the 
place  for  which  he  hath  long  aerved,  and  perhaps 
better  deserved.  But  now  that  you  have  thus  (as  I 
suppose)  finished  all  the  war,  and  brought  all  thinga 
to  that  low  ebb  which  jou  speak  of,  what  course 
will  vott  take  for  the  bnoging  in  of  that  reformation 
whicA  yon  intend,  and  recovering  all  thinga  from 
this  desolate  estate!  in  which,  methinks,  I  behold 
them  now  left,  uoto  that  perfoct  eatablishment  and 
new  commonwealth  which  you  have  conceived  of, 
by  which  so  great  good  may  redound  unto  her  ma- 
je*ty,  and  an  aseured  peace  be  confirmed ;  for  that  is 
it  woereunto  we  are  now  to  look,  and  do  sreatly  long 
for,  being  long  aithenee  made  weary  with  the  huge 
charge  which  you  have  hud  upon  us,  and  with  the 
strong  endnraaoe  of  so  many  complaints,  ao  many 
delays,  so  many  doubts  and  dangers,  as  will  hereof, 
I  know  well,  ariae:  unto  the  which,  before  we 
^  it  were  meet*  nediiaka,  that  you  ahoald  take 


some  order  for  the  aoldier,  which  is  now  first  to  be 
discharged  and  disposed  of  some  way ;  the  which  if 
you  do  not  well  toreeee,  mar  grow  to  as  great  in- 
oonvenienoe,  as  all  this  that  I  suppose  you  have  quit 
us  from,  by  the  loose  leaving  off  ao  many  thouaand 
soldiers,  which  from  thenceforth  will  be  unfit  for 
any  labour  or  other  trade,  but  must  either  seek  ser- 
vice and  employment  abroad,  which  may  be  danger- 
oua,  or  c^  employ  themselves  here  at  home,  as 
may  be  diseommodious. 

laxir^ — You  say  very  true,  and  it  is  a  thing  much 
misliked  in  this  our  commonwealth,  that  no  better 
course  is  taken  for  such  as  have  been  employed  in 
service,  but  that  returning,  whether  maimed,  and  ao 
unable  to  labour,  or  otherwise  whole  and  sound,  yet 
afUrwards  unwilling  to  work,  or  rather  willing  to 
set  the  hangman  on  work.  But  that  needeth  another 
consideration ;  but  to  this  which  we  have  now  in 
hand,  it  is  far  from  my  meaning  to  leave  the  aoldier 
BO  at  random,  or  to  leave  that  waate  reelm  ao  weak 
and  deatitute  of  atrength ;  which  may  both  defend  it 
against  others  that  might  seek  then  to  set  upon  it, 
and  also  Iwep  it  from  that  relapse  which  I  before 
did  forecast  For  it  is  one  special  good  of  this  plot 
which  I  would  devise,  that  6000  soldiers  of  these 
whom  I  have  now  employed  in  this  service,  end 
made  thoroughly  acquainted,  both  with  the  state  of 
the  country  and  mannera  of  the  people,  should 
henceforth  he  still  continued,  and  for  ever  main* 
tained  of  the  country,  without  any  charge  to  her 
majeaty ;  and  the  reat,  that  are  either  old,  and 
unable  to  serve  any  longer,  or  willing  to  fall  to 
thrift,  aa  I  have  seen  many  soldiers,  after  the  aer- 
vice,  to  prove  very  good  huabands,  should  be  placed 
in  part  of  the  lands  by  them  won,  at  such  rate,  or 
rather  better  than  others,  to  whom  the  same  shall  be 
set  out 

Euoox.— Is  it  possible,  Ireneus  1  Can  there  be 
any  such  means  devised,  that  so  many  men  should 
be  kept  still  in  her  Majesty's  service,  without  any 
charge  to  her  at  all  1  Surely  this  were  an  exceeding 
great  ^ood,  both  to  her  highness,  to  have  ao  many 
old  soldiers  always  ready  at  call,  to  what  purpose 
soever  she  list  to  employ  them  ;  and  also  to  have 
that  land  thereby  ao  strengthened,  that  it  ahall  neither 
fear  any  foreign  invasion,  nor  practice  which  the 
Irish  shall  ever  attempt,  but  shall  keep  them  under 
in  continual  awe,  and  firm  obedience. 

lasN^-lt  ia  so  indeed  :  And  yet  this  truly  I  do 
not  take  to  be  any  matter  of  great  difficulty,  as  I 
think  it  will  also  soon  appear  unto  you.  And  first, 
we  will  speak  of  the  north  part,  for  thut  the  same  is 
of  more  weight  and  importance.  So  aoon  aa  it  shall 
appear  that  the  enemy  is  brought  down,  snd  the 
stout  rebel  either  cut  off,  or  driven  to  that  wretched- 
ness, that  he  is  no  longer  able  to  hold  up  his  head, 
but  will  come  into  any  conditions,  which  1  assure 
myself  will  be  before  the  end  of  the  second  winter ; 
I  wish  thst  there  be  a  general  proolamation  made, 
that  whatsoever  outlaws  will  fVeely  come  in,  and 
submit  themselvee  to  her  majesty's  mercy,  shall 
have  liberty  ao  to  do,  where  they  shall  either  find 
that  grace  they  desire,  or  have  leave  to  return  again 
in  aafety ;  upon  which  it  is  likely,  that  so  many  as 
survive,  will  come  in  to  sue  for  grsce  ;  of  which, 
whoso  are  thought  meet  for  aubjectioo,  and  fit  to 
be  brought  to  good,  may  be  received,  or  elae  all  of 
them  (for  I  think  that  all  will  be  but  a  very  few), 
upon  eondition  and  assurance,  that  they  will  submit 
themaolrei  obaolutely  to  her  majesty's  ordinance  for 
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them,  by  which  they  shall  be  eseared  of  lile  and 
liberty,  aod  be  only  tied  to  such  conditiona  aa  ahall 
be  thought  by  her  meet  for  contaiMng  them  erer 
after  in  due  obedience.  To  the  which  conditions  I 
nothing  ddubt,  but  they  will  all  most  readily,  and 
upon  their  kneea,  aobmit  themselves,  by  the  proof 
of  that  which  1  hare  seen  in  Munster.  For  upon 
the  like  proclamation  there,  they  all  came  in  both 
tag  and  rag  ;  and  whenaa  afterwards  many  of  them 
were  denied  to  be  received,  they  bade  tbem  do  with 
them  what  they  would,  for  they  would  not  by  any  meana 
return  again,  nor  go  forth.  For  in  that  case,  who 
will  not  accept  almost  of  any  conditions,  rather 
than  die  of  hunger  and  misery  Y 

EuDox^ — It  is  very  likely  so.  But  what  then  is 
the  ordinance,  and  what  be  the  conditions  which  you 
will  propose  unto  them,  which  ahall  reaerre  unto 
them  an  assurance  of  life  and  liberty  T 

Iren. — So  soon  then  aa  they  have  given  the  beat 
assurance  of  themselrea  which  may  be  required, 
which  must  be  ( I  auppose)  some  oi  their  principal 
men,  to  remain  in  hostage  one  for  another,  andaome 
other  for  the  rest ;  for  other  surety  I  reckon  of  none 
that  may  bind  them,  neither  of  wife,  nor  of  children, 
since  then  perhaps  they  would  gladly  be  rid  of  both 
from  the  famine ;  I  would  have  them  first  unarmed 
utterly,  and  stripped  quite  of  all  their  warlike  wea* 
pons,  and  then  these  conditions  set  down  and  made 
Known  unto  them,  that  they  ahall  be  placed  in  Lein- 
Bter,  and  have  land  given  them  to  occupy  and  to  live 
upon,  in  such  sort  as  shall  become  good  subjects,  to 
labour  thenceforth  for  their  living,  andto  applv  them- 
selves to  honest  trader  of  civility,  aa  they  shall  every 
one  be  found  meet  and  able  for. 

EuDox. — Where  then  a  God's  name  will  you  place 
them  in  Leinater  1  or  will  you  find  out  any  new  land 
there  for  them  that  is  yet  unknown  1 

Ireni — No,  I  will  place  them  all  in  the  country 
of  the  fiiracs  and  Toolea,  which  Pheagh  Mac-Hugh 
hath  ;  and  in  all  the  landa  of  the  Cavenaghs,  which 
are  now  in  rebellion  ;  and  all  the  lands  which  will 
fall  to  her  'majesty  thereabouts,  which  1  know  to  be 
yery  spacious,  and  lurge  enoagh  to  contain  them, 
being  very  near  twenty  or  thirty  miles  wide. 

Kudos. — But  then  what  will  you  do  with  all  the 
Bimes,  the  Tooles,  and  the  Cavenaghs,  and  all 
those  that  now  are  joined  with  them  ? 

Iren. — At  the  aame  very  time,  and  in  the  aame 
yery  manner  that  I  make  that  proclamation  to  them 
of  Ulster,  will  I  also  have  it  made  to  these ;  and 
upon  their  submission  thereunto,  I  will  take  like 
aasuiance  of  them  as  of  the  other.  After  which,  I 
will  translate  all  that  remain  of  them  unto  the  placea 
of  the  other  in  Ulster,  with  all  their  creete,  vnd 
what  else  they  have  left  them  ;  the  which  I  will  cause 
to  be  divided  amongst  them  in  some  meet  sort,  as  each 
may  thereby  have  somewhat  to  austain  himself  awhile 
withal,  unul  by  his  further  trayail  and  labour  of  the 
earth,  he  ahall  be  able  to  provide  himself  better. 

EuDox. — But  will  you  give  the  land  then  freely 
unto  them,  and  make  them  heira  of  the  former 
rebels !  so  may  you  perhaps  make  them  alao  heirs 
of  all  their  former  villaniea  and  disorders  ;  or  how 
else  will  you  dispose  of  them  1 

Iren.^ — Not  so ;  but  all  the  lands  will  I  give  unto 
Englishmen,  whom  I  will  have  drawn  thither,  who 
shidl  have  the  same,  with  such  estates  as  shall  be 
thought  meet,  and  for  sucb  rent  as  ahall  eftsoons 
be  rated.  Under  every  of  those  Englishmen  will  I 
place  aome  of  those  Iriah  to  be  t«nanta,  fisr  a  certain 


rant,  according  to  the  quantitf  of  such  land  aa  mwmej 
man  shall  have  allotted  unto  him,  and  shall  be  found 
able  to  wield  ;  wherein  thia  apeeial  regard  ahall  be 
had,  that  in  no  place  under  any  landlonl,  there  ahall 
be  many  of  them  placed  together,  but  dispersed  wide 
from  their  acquaintance,  and  acattered  far  abroad 
through  all  the  country.  For  that  is  the  evil  which 
now  I  find  in  all  Ireland,  that  the  huh  dwell  alto- 
gether by  their  aepta,  and  several  nations,  so  as  they 
may  practise  or  conapire  what  they  will :  whereas 
if  there  were  Engliah  well  placed  among  them,  they 
ahould  not  be  able  once  to  stir  or  to  murmur,  but 
that  it  ahould  be  known,  and  they  ahorlened  accord- 
ing to  their  demerita. 

EuDox^ — You  have  good  reason ;  bnt  what  rating  of 
rente  mean  you  1  to  what  end  do  you  propose  the  same? 

iRBNd — My  purpose  ia,  to  rate  the  rent  of  all  those 
landa  of  her  majesty,  in  such  sort  unto  those  Eng- 
lishmen which  shall  take  them,  as  they  shall  be  well 
able  to  live  thereupon,  to  yield  her  majesty  reaaon- 
able  chiefrie,  and  also  rive  a  competent  maintenance 
unto  the  garrisons  which  shall  be  there  left  amongst 
them.  For  thoae  soldiers  (as  I  told  you)  remam- 
hig  of  the  former  garriaocs,  I  cast  to  maintain  upon 
the  rent  of  thoae  lands  which  shall  be  escheated, 
and  to  have  them  divided  through  all  Ireland,  in 
Buch  placea  aa  ahall  be  thought  most  convenient, 
and  occasion  may  require.  And  thia  waa  the  course 
which  the  Romans  observed  in  the  conquest  of  Eng- 
land ;  for  they  planted  some  o(  their  legions  in  all 
placea  convenient,  the  which  they  caused  the 
country  to  maintain,  putting  upon  every  portion  of 
land  a  reasonable  rent,  which  they  caUed  romeiect, 
the  which  might  not  surcharge  tne  tenant  or  fr>fe- 
bolder,  and  might  defray  the  pay  of  the  garrison : 
and  this  hath  £»en  alwaya  observed  by  all  princes 
in  all  oountriea  to  them  newly  subdued,  to  set  gar- 
riaona  amongst  them,  to  contain  them  in  duty,  whose 
burden  they  made  them  to  bear.  And  the  want  of 
this  ordinance  in  the  firat  conqneat  of  Ireland  by 
Henry  the  Second,  was  the  eauae  of  the  ao  short 
decay  of  the  government,  and  the  quick  recovery 
again  of  the  Irish.  Therefore  by  all  means  it  ia  to 
be  provided  for.  And  this  is  that  I  would  blame,  if 
it  should  not  misbecome  me,  in  the  late  planting  of 
Munater,  that  no  care  was  had  of  this  ordinance, 
nor  any  strength  of  garrison  provided  for,  by  a  cer- 
tain allowance  out  of  all  the  aaid  landa ;  but  only 
the  present  profit  looked  into,  and  the  safe  continu- 
ance thereot  for  ever  hereafter  negleeted. 

EuDox. — But  there  ia  a  bond  of  aoldiera  laid  in 
Munster,  to  the  maintenance  of  which,  what  odds  is 
there  whether  the  queen,  receiving  the  rent  of  tlte 
country,  do  give  pay  at  her  pleasure,  or  that  there 
be  a  settled  sllowanoe  appointed  unto  them  out  of 
her  landa  there  1 

Irek.— There  ia  great  odds :  for  now  that  said 
rent  of  the  country  is  not  appointed  to  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers,  but  it  is,  by  every  other  occasion  coming 
between,  converted  to  other  uaes,  and  the  soldiers, 
in  time  of  peace,  discharged  and  neglected  aa  unne- 
cessary :  whereas  if  the  said  rent  were  appointed 
and  ordained  by  an  eatablisbment  to  this  end  only, 
it  ahould  not  be  turned  to  any  other ;  nor  in  trou- 
blous times,  upon  every  occasion,  her  majesty  be  vo 
troubled  with  sending  over  new  soldiers  as  she  is 
nor  the  country  ever  ahould  dare  to  mutiny. 


now 


having  still  the  soldier  in  their  neck ;  nor  any  foreign 
enemy  dare  to  invade,  knowing  there  ao  atrong  aod 
great  a  gmrriaon,  alwaya  ready  to  rsceiye  fSu 
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Euoox. — Sith.  then,  you  thiuk,  tbat  this  romes- 
eoC  of  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  upon  the  land  to  be 
both  the  readie»t  way  to  the  soldiers,  and  least  trou- 
blesome to  her  majesty ;  tell  us.  I  pray  you,  hotr 
would  you  hare  the  said  lands  raced,  that  both  a  rent 
may  risf*  thereout  unto  the  queeu,  and  also  the  sol- 
diers receive  pay,  which,  methinks,  will  be  hard? 

la  EN. — First,  we  are  to  consider,  how  much  land 
there  is  in  all  Ulster,  that,  according  to  the  quantity 
thereof,  we  may  cess  the  said  rent  and  allowance  is- 
suing thereout.  Ulster,  as  the  ancient  records  of  that 
realm  do  testify,  doth  contain  nine  thousand  plough 
lands,  eTory  of  which  plough  lands  containeth  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  after  the  rate  of  twenty- 
one  foot  to  erery  perch  of  the  acre,  every  of  which 
plough  lands  I  will  rate  at  forty  shiHings  by  the 
year,  the  which  yearly  rent  amounteth  in  the  whole 
to  eighteen  thousand  pounds,  besides  six  shillings 
and  eight-pence  chiefry  out  of  every  plough  land. 
But  because  the  coun^  of  Louth,  being  a  pare  of 
Ulster,  and  containing  in  it  seven  hundred  and  twelve 
plough  lands,  is  not  wholly  to  escheat  to  her  ma- 
jesty as  the  rest,  they  having,  in  all  their  wars,  con- 
tinued for  the  moat  pert  dutiful,  though  otherwise  a 
great  part  thereof  is  now  under  the  rebels :  there  is  in 
an  abetement  to  be  made  thereout,  of  four  hundred 
or  fife  hundred  plough  lands,  as  I  estimate  the 
■ame,  the  which  are  not  to  pay  the  whole  yearly  rent 
of  forty  ahillipgs  out  of  every  plough  land,  like  as 
the  escheated  lands  do,  but  yet  shall  pay  for  their 
composition  of  cess  towards  the  keeping  of  soldiers, 
twenty  shillings  out  of  eveiy  plough  land ;  so  aa 
there  is  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  former  sum  two 
hundred  or  three  hundred  pounds  yearly,  the  which 
may,  nevertheless,  be  supplied  by  the  rent  of  the 
fishings,  which  are  ezceeaing  great  in  Ulster,  and 
also  by  an  increase  of  rent  in  the  best  lands,  and 
those  that  lie  in  the  beat  places  near  the  sea-coast 
The  which  eighteen  thousand  pounda  will  defray  the 
entertainment  of  fifteen  hundred  soldiers,  with  some 
overplus  towards  the  pay  of  the  victuallers,  which 
are  to  be  employed  in  the  victualling  of  these  garri- 
sons. 

EuDoz.— So  then,  belike,  you  mean  to  leave  fif- 
teen hundred  aoldif  rs  in  garrisons  for  Ulster,  to  be 
paid  principally  out  of  the  rent  of  those  lands  which 
shall  be  then*  escheated  unto  her  majesty  ;  the  which, 
where,  1  pray  vou,  will  you  have  them  garrisoned  ? 

lasN^ — I  will  have  them  divided  into  three  pvta  ; 
that  is,  five  hundred  in  every  garrison,  the  which  I 
will  have  to  remain  in  three  of  uie  same  places  where 
they  were  before  appomted  ;  to  wit,  five  hundred  at 
Sirabane  and  about  Lough foile,  so  as  they  may  hold 
all  the  passages  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
some  of  them  be  put  in  wards  upon  all  the  straits 
thereabouts,  which  I  know  to  be  such,  as  msy  stop 
all  passages  into  the  country  on  that  side,  and  some 
of  tnem  also  upon  the  Ban,  up  towards  Lough  Sid- 
ney, as  I  formerly  directed.  Also  other  five  hun- 
dred at  the  fort  upon  Lough  Earne,  and  warda  taken 
out  of  them,  which  shall  be  laid  at  Fermanagh,  at 
Bealick,  at  Uallyshannon,  and  all  the  straits  towards 
Connaught,  the  which,  1  know,  do  so  strongly  com- 
mand aU  the  passages  that  way  as  that  none  can  pass 
from  Ulster  into  Connaught  without  their  leave. 
The  last  five  hoodred  shall  also  remain  in  their  fort  at 
Mooaghan,  and  aome  of  them  be  drawn  into  warda 
to  keep  the  Kaks  of  all  that  country,  both  downwards, 
and  abo  lowarda  O'Reilley**  country,  and  the  pale ; 
at  EnaiakiUea,  aome  at  Belturbut,  some  at 


the  Black  Fort,  and  so  along  that  river,  aa  I  for- 
merly showed  in  the  first  planting  of  them.  And 
moreover,  at  every  of  these  forts,  I  would  have  the 
seat  of  a  town  laid  forth  and  encompassed,  in  the 
which  I  would  wish  that  there  should  be  inhabitants 
placed  of  all  sorts,  as  merchants,  artificers,  and  hus- 
bandmen, to  whom  there  should  charters  and  frao- 
chisea  be  granted  to  incorporate  them.  The  which, 
as  it  will  be  no  matter  of  difficulty  to  draw  out  of 
England  persons,  which  would  very  gladly  be  so 
placed,  so  would  it,  in  short  space,  turn  those  parts 
to  great  commodity,  and  bnog,  ere  long,  to  her 
majesty  much  profit ;  for  those  places  are  so  fit  for 
trade  and  traffic,  having  most  convenient  out-gates 
by  divers  ways  to  the  sea,  and  in-gates  to  the  richest 
parts  of  the  land,  that  they  would  soon  be  enriched, 
and  mightily  enlarged;  for  the  very  seating  of  the 
garrisons  by  them,  besides  the  safety  and  assurance 
which  they  ahall  work  unto  them,  will  also  draw 
thither  store  of  people  and  trade,  as  I  have  ensam- 
ple  at  Maryborough  and  Philipstown,  in  Leinster, 
where,  by  reason  of  these  two  forts,  though  there  be 
but  small  wards  left  in  them,  there  are  two  good 
towns  now  grown,  which  are  the  greatest  stay  of 
both  those  two  countries. 

Euooz. — Indeed,  methinks,  three  such  towns 
aa  you  say,  would  do  very  well  in  those  places  with 
the  garrisons,  and  in  short  space  would  be  so  aug- 
mented, as  they  would  be  able  with  little  to  inwall 
themselves  strongly.  But  for  planting  of  all  the 
rest  of  the  country,  what  order  would  you  take  1 

lasN. — Whnt  other  than,  as  I  said,  to  bring 
people  out  of  England,  which  should  inhabit  the 
same ;  whereunto,  though  I  doubt  not  but  great 
troops  would  be  ready  to  run,  yet  for  that  in  such 
cases,  the  worst  and  most  decayed  men  are  most 
ready  to  remove,  I  would  wish  them  rather  to  be 
chosen  out  of  all  places  of  this  renlm,  either  by 
discretion  of  wise  men  thereunto  appointed,  or  by 
lot,  or  by  the  drum,  aa  was  the  old  use  in  sending 
forth  of  colonies,  or  such  other  good  means  aa  shall 
in  their  wisdom  be  thought  meetest.  Amongst  the 
chief  of  which,  Iwould  have  the  laud  set  into  seign- 
iories, in  such  sort  aa  it  is  now  in  Munster,  snd 
divided  into  hundreds  and  parishes,  or  wards,  aa  it 
is  in  England,  and  laid  out  into  shires,  as  it  was 
anciently :  via.  the  county  of  Down,  the  county 
of  Antrim,  the  county  of  Louth,  the  county  of 
Armagh,  the  county  of  Cavan,  the  county  of  Cole- 
raine,  the  county  of  Monaj^han,  the  county  of 
Tyrone,  the  county  of  Fermannagh,  the  county  of 
Donegal,  being  in  all  ten.  Over  all  whi<?h,  X 
wish  a  loid  president  and  a  council  to  be  placed, 
which  may  keep  them  afterwards  in  awe  and  obe- 
dience, and  minister  unto  them  justice  snd  equity. 

EuDox. — ^I'huB  I  see  the  whole  purpose  of  your 
plot  for  Ulster ;  and  now  I  deaire  to  hear  your  like 
opinion  for  Connaught. 

Ibkn.— By  that  which  I  have  already  aaid  of 
Ulster,  you  may  gather  my  opiuionf  or  Connaught, 
being  very  answerable  to  the  former.  But  for  that 
the  landa  which  shall  therein  escheat  unto  her 
majesty,  are  not  ao  entirely  together,  as  that  they 
can  be  accounted  in  one  sum,  it  needeth  tliat  they 
be  considered  severallr*  The  province  of  Connaught 
in  the  whole  cootaioetn,  as  appeareth  by  the  records 
of  Dublin,  T^tOO  plough  lands  of  the  former  mea- 
sure, and  is  of  late  divided  into  six  shires  or  coun- 
ties ;  the  county  of  Clare,  the  county  of  Leitrim, 
the  county  of  Ko&common,  the  county  of  Galways 
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the  eonnty  of  Miiio»  and  the  countv  of  Sligo.  Of 
the  which,  all  the  county  of  Sligo,  aill  the  count j  of 
Maio,  the  most  part  of  the  county  of  Roscommon,  the 
most  part  of  the  county  of  Leitrim,  a  grttX  part  of 
the  county  of  Galway,  and  some  of  the  county  of 
Clare,  is  like  to  escheat  to  her  majesty  for  the 
rebellion  of  their  present  possessors.  The  which 
two  counties  of  Sligo  and  Maio  are  supposed  to 
contain  almost  three  thousand  ploaeh  lands,  the 
rent  whereof  lateably  to  the  former,  I  value  almost 
at  aix  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  The  county  of 
Roscommon,  saving  that  which  pertaineth  to  the 
house  of  Roscommon,  and  some  few  other  English 
there  lately  seated,  is  all  one,  and  tlierefore  it  is 
wholly  likewise  to  escheat  to  her  majesty,  saving 
those  portions  of  English  inhabitants  ;  and  even 
those  English  do,  as  I  understand  by  them,  pay  as 
much  rent  to  her  majesty,  as  is  set  upon  those  in 
Ulster ;  counting  their  composition  money  there- 
withal,  so  as  it  may  all  run  into  one  reckonmg  with 
the  former  two  counties.  So  that  this  county  of 
Roscommon  containing  one  thousand  two  hundred 
plough  lands,  as  it  is  accounted,  amounteth  to  two 
thousand  four  hundred  pounds  by  the  year,  which 
with  the  former  two  counties'  rent,  raaketh  about  eight 
thousand  three  hundred  pounds;  for  the  former 
wanted  somewhat.  But  what  the  escheated  lands 
of  the  county  of  Galway  and  Leitrim  will  rise  unto, 
is  yet  uncertain  to  define,  till  survey  thereof  be 
made;  for  that  those  lands  are  intermingled  with 
the  earl  of  Clanricard's  and  others*  lands ;  but  it  is 
thought  they  be  the  one  half  of  both  those  counties, 
so  as  they  may  be  counted  to  the  value  of  one  whole 
county,  which  containeth  above  one  thousand 
plougn  lands  ;  for  so  many  the  least  county  of  them 
all  comprehendeth,  which  maketh  two  thousand 
pounds  more,  that  is  in  all,  ten  or  eleven  thousand 
pounds.  The  other  two  counties  must  remain  till 
their  escheats  appear ;  the  which  letting  pass  yet, 
as  unknown,  yet  this  much  is  known  to  be  ac- 
counted for  certain,  that  the  composition  of  these 
two  counties  being  rated  at  twenty  shillings,  ererj 
plough  Isnd,  will  amount  to  above  two  thousand 
pounds  more  *,  all  which  being  laid  togetEer  to  the 
former,  may  be  reasonably  estimated  to  rise  unto 
thirteen  thousand  pounds;  the  which  sum,  to- 
other with  the  rent  of  the  escheated  lands 
^ihe  two  last  counties,  which  cannot  yet  be  valued, 
\|,  as  I  doubt  not,  no  less  than  a  thousand 
v^b  more;  will  yield  pay  largely  unto  one 
°^d^men  and  their  victuallers,  and  one  thou- 

F  tS^^  ^^^"^  towards  the  governor, 
jj^  /''^^S-You  have,  methinks,  made  but  an  esti- 
v*.«*        ^  leaidM  of  Connaught  even  at  a  very 

f aim    "f  "h^*  '^^"'^  ^  ^"^  ^  ^"*^*^  ""y  *^' 

Trek    *^K^^  ^  raised  upon  ihe  same, 
this  muS"may  SEf****'  ""^"t  uncertainties  ;    for 
«■  ♦!,-  y  Tim  appear  unto  you  to  be  certain, 

pally  to  under,ti,d  1:  ^  ""*""  ^'"■'^V  P?""!; 
the  Ldn  in  iS  .t  t^^  AI^P""  "  '"  T  f 

oAer  cSL^^kT'  "  "K«V  being  freed'^  M 
^1  =''«'TR«.''»'«t.oeT«r,  wifce  reidily  ud  most 

£k?,S.%^"°'%'t'"  •"•*«  to  die   .urn 
likeiriM  of  4S,9tOL  ;  md  tli.  rest  t?W  f^^it^  «f  >!» 

.sheeted  I»rf.  which  m  toh^,^Sl^^^ 


provinces  of  Ulster,  Connaught,  and  that  part  01^ 
Leinster  under  the  rebels  for  Munster  we  wttl  not 
yet  withal. 

EuDox. — ^Bot  tell  me  this  by  the  wvy,  do  yoo 
then  lay  compocitioa  upon  the  escheated  landa,  as 
you  do  upon  the  raetT  tor  so,  methinks,  yoa  reckon 
altogether.  And  that  aura  were  too  much  to  pay 
aeven  noblee  out  of  every  plough-land,  and  compo- 
sition-money beaidea,  that  is,  twenty  shiUinga  oat 
of  every  plough-land. 

Irbn. — No,  you  mistake  me,  I  do  put  only  aerea 
nobles  rent  and  compoaitioa  both,  upon  every  plough- 
land  escheated ;  that  is,  fort^  shillmgs  for  composi- 
tion, and  six  shillings  and  eightpence  for  chiefry  to 
her  majesty. 

EuDox^ — I  do  now  conceive  you ;  proceed  d>en,I 
pray  you,  to  the  appointing  of  your  garrisonain  Con- 
naught, and  ahow  us  both  how  many,  and  where  you 
would  have  them  placed. 

Irbn* — I  would  nave  1000  laid  in  Connaught,  in 
two  garrisons ;  namely,  500  in  the  coonty  of  Maio 
about  Clan  Mac-Costilaeh,  which  shall  keep  all  Blaio 
and  the  Bourkee  of  Mac- William  Eighter.  The 
other  500  in  the  county  of  Galway,  a&ut  Ganwn- 
dough,  that  they  may  contain  the  Connors  and  the 
Bourkes  there,  the  Kellies  and  Murries,  with  all  them 
thereabouts ;  for  that  garrison  which  I  formerly 
placed  at  Loughearn  will  serve  for  all  oceaaions  in 
the  county  of  Sligo,  being  near  adioiniog  there- 
unto;  so  as  in  one  nighi  s  march,  they  may  be 
almost  in  any  place  thereof,  when  need  ahall  reqmrs 
them.  And  like  as  in  the  former  places  of  ganiaona 
in  Ulster,  I  wished  three  corporate  towna  to  be 
planted,  which  under  the  safe-guard  of  that  atrangth 
should  dwell  and  trade  safely  with  all  the  country 
about  them ;  so  would  I  also  wbh  to  be  in  this  of 
Connaught :  and  that,  besides,  there  were  another 
established  at  Athlone,  with  a  convenient  ward  ia 
the  castle  there  for  their  defence, 

Iren. — What  ahould  that  need,  seeing  the  govern 
nor  of  Connaught  useth  to  lie  there  always,  whose 
presence  will  be  a  defence  to  all  that  township  Y 

Iren. — I  know  he  doth  so,  but  that  is  much  to  be 
disliked,  that  the  governor  should  lie  so  hr  off,  in 
the  remotest  place  of  all  the  province,  whereas  it 
were  meeter  that  he  ahould  be  continually  abiding 
in  the  midst  of  the  charge  ;  that  he  might  Doth  low 
out  alike  unto  all  places  of  his  government,  and  abo 
be  soon  at  hand  m  any  place  where  occasion  shall 
demand  him ;  for  the  presence  of  the  governor  is 
(ss  ^ou  said)  a  great  stay  and  bridle  unto  chose  tb«t 
are  ill  disposed  :  like  as  I  see  it  is  well  observed  in 
Munster,  where  the  daily  good  thereof  ia  contina- 
ally  apparent.  And  for  this  cause  also,  do  I  greatly 
misllke  the  lord  deputy's  seating  at  Dublin,  being 
the  outest  comer  of  the  realm,  ana  least  needing  thn 
awe  of  his  presence;  whereas  (methinks)  it  where 
fitter,  since  his  proper  csre  is  of  Leinster,  though  he 
have  can  of  all  besides  generally,  that  he  ahonld 
seat  himself  at  Athie,  or  thereabouts,  upon  the  skirt 
of  thst  unquiet  country ;  so  thst  he  might  dt  sa  it 
were,  at  the  very  main-mast  of  his  ship ;  whsnoe  be 
might  essily  over-look,  and  sometimes  over-reach  the 
Moores,  the  Dempsiea,  the  Connors,  O'CarroIl, 
O'MoUoy,  and  all  that  heap  of  Iriafa  nations  which 
there  lie  huddled  together,  without  any  to  wtP^m% 
them,  or  contain  diem  in  doty.  For  the  Iriahnua 
(I  assure  ^u)  fears  the  eoyemmeot  no  longer,  thaa 
he  is  within  sight  or  resen. 

EoDox^— Surely  (mothinlrs)  btccfD  ytm 
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a  matter  of  much  importuioe,  more  than  I  bare 
beard  ever  noted ;  but  aure  tbmt  leema  so  expedient, 
aa  that  I  wonder  tbat  beretofore  it  batb  been  oFer- 
ioen  or  omitted :  bat  I  suppose  tbe  instance  of  tbe 
citisena  of  Dublin  is  tbe  greatest  lett  thereof. 

laait. —Truly,  then,  it  ou^bt  not  so  to  be,  for  no 
cause  bare  tbev  to  fesr  tbat  it  will  be  any  bindranoe 
to  tbem }  for  Dublin  will  be  atiU,  aa  it  ia,  tbe  key  of 
all  Dsssagea  and  tranaportationa  out  of  Engumd 
tbitner,  to  no  less  profit  of  tboae  citisena  tban  it  now 
is ;  and  besides,  other  places  will  hereby  receive 
some  benefit.  But  let  us  now  (I  pray  you)  come 
to  Leinater,  in  the  which  I  would  wiab  the  aame 
course  to  be  obserred  that  was  in  Ulster 

Evoox. — You  mean  for  tbe  leaving  of  the  gar- 
risoos  in  their  forts,  and  for  planting  of  English  in 
sU  those  countries,  between  tbe  county  of  Dublin 
and  the  county  of  Wexford ;  but  those  wssta  wild 
places,  I  think,  when  they  are  won  unto  her  ma- 
jesty, that  there  is  none  wnich  will  be  hasty  to  seek 
to  inhabit. 

InsN. — Yes,  enough  (I  warrant  you),  for  though 
the  whole  tract  of  the  countiy  be  mountainous  and 
woody,  yet  there  are  many  goodly  valleys  amongst 
them,  fit  for  fair  habitations ;  to  which  those  moun- 
tains sdjoined  will  be  a  great  increaae  of  pasturage ; 
for  that  country  is  a  great  soil  of  cattle,  and  very  fit 
for  breed.  As  for  com,  it  is  nothing  natural,  aave 
only  for  barley  and  oats,  and  aome  placea  for  rye ; 
and  iherefore  the  larger  pennyworths  may  be  allowed 
to  tbem ;  though  otherwise  the  wideness  of  the 
mountain  pasturage  do  recompense  the  badness  of 
the  soil  J  so  as  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  find  inhabitants 
snd  undertskers  enough. 

F.UDOX. — How  much  do  you  think  that  all  those 
lands,  which  Feagh  Mac-Hugh  holdetb  under  him, 
may  amonot  unto,  and  what  rent  may  be  reared 
thereout,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  garnsona  that 
shall  be  laid  there  1 

lefiK. — 1  ruly,  it  ia  impossible  by  aim  to  tell  it ; 
and  for  exj>erience  and  knowledge  thereof,  1  do  not 
tltink  that  there  was  ever  any  of  the  particulara 
thereof;  but  yet  I  will  (if  it  please  you)  guess 
th«reat,  upon  ground  only  of  their  judgment,  which 
have  formerly  divided  all  that  country  into  two  shires 
or  counties;  nsmely,  the  county  of  Wicklow  and 
the  county  of  Femes.  The  which  two  1  see  no 
cause  but  that  they  abould  wholly  eacheat  to  her 
majesty,  all  save  the  barony  Ardo,  which  is  the 
Earl  of  Ormond*s  ancient  inheritance,  and  hath  ever 
b«en  in  his  possession  ;  for  all  the  whole  land  is  the 
i|ueeo's,  unless  there  be  some  grant  of  any  part 
thereof,  to  be  showed  from  Ijer  msiesty ;  aa  I  think 
there  is  only  of  Newcaatle  to  Sir  Henry  Harrington, 
and  of  thecastlAot  Feroea  to  Sir  Thomas  Maister- 
■nn  •  the  rest,  being  almost  thirty  milee  over,  I  do 
suppose  can  contain  no  less  than  2000  plough-lands, 
which  I  will  estimate  at  4,000L  rent  by  the  year. 
The  reat  of  Leinster,  being  seven  counties,  to  wit, 
the  oouuQr  of  Dublin,  Kudare,  Catherlagb,  Wex- 
ford, KiUMmiy,the  King'a  and  the  Queen  s  county, 
do  contain  in  them  7,400  plough-lands,  which 
amounteth  to  so  many  pounda  for  composition  to 
the  garrison;  tbat  makes  in  tbe  whole  11,4001., 
which  sum  tnJl  yield  pay  nnto  1000  aoldiers,  little 
wanting,  which  may  ba  supplied  out  of  other  Isnda 
of  the  Cavenagha,  which  are  to  be  eacbeated  to 
bar  msjesty,  for  the  rebellion  of  their  possessors ; 
though  oth^wiae  indeed  they  be  of  her  own  an- 
cient demesne* 


Eddox. — It  ia  great  reason.  But  tell  oa  now 
where  you  will  wish  those  garrisons  to  be  laid, 
whether  altogether,  or  to  be  dispersed  in  sondry 
places  of  tbe  countiy  t 

laEN. — Marry,  in  sundry  places,  via.  in  tbia  sort, 
or  much  the  like  aa  may  faie  better  adviaed ;  for  two 
hundred  in  a  pkce  I  do  think  to  be  enough  for  the 
aafeguard  of  that  country,  and  keeping  under  all 
sudden  upstarts  that  shall  seek  to  trouble  the  peace 
thereof:  therefors  I  wish  two  hundred  to  be  laid 
at  Ballioecor,  for  the  keeping  of  all  bad  peraona  firom 
Glan-malor,  and  all  the  fastnesses  thereabouts,  and 
also  to  contain  all  that  shall  be  planted  in  those  lands 
thenceforth  ;  another  200  at  Knockelough  in  their 
former  place  of  garrison,  to  keep  tbe  Braeknagh,  and 
all  those  mountaina  of  the  Cayenaghs  ;  tOO  more 
to  lie  at  Femes,  and  upwards,  inward  upon  the 
Slane ;  200  to  be  placed  at  the  fort  of  Leix,  to  re- 
atrain  the  Moores,  Upper-Ossory,  and  O'Carrol ; 
other  200  at  the  fort  of  Ofaly,  to  curb  the  O'Con- 
ners,  O'MoUoyes,  Mac-Coghhui,  Mageoghegan,  and 
all  thoae  Iriah  nations  bordering  therebouta. 

EuDoXd — Thua  I  see  all  your  men  beatowed  in 
Leinster.    What  think  you,  then,  of  Meath  t 

Irsn. — Meath,  which  containeth  both  Esst- 
Meath  and  West-Meatb.andoflate  the  Annaly,now 
called  tbe  county  of  Longford,  is  counted  there- 
unto ;  but  Meath  itself,  according  to  the  old  records, 
containeth  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty 
plough-lands,  snd  the  county  of  Longford  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven,  which  in  the  whole  makes 
five  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  plough- 
lands,  of  which  the  composition-money  will  smount 
Ukewise  to  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  aixty- 
aeven  pounds,  to  the  maintenance  of  tbe  garrison. 
But  because  all  Meath,  lying  in  the  bosom  of  that 
kingdom,  is  always  quiet  enoueh,  it  is  needless  to 
put  any  garrison  there,  so  aa  all  that  charge  may  be 
spared.  But  in  the  county  of  Longford,  I  wish  two 
hundred  footmen  and  fifty  borswnen  to  be  placed, 
in  some  convenient  seat,  between  the  Annaly  and  the 
Breny,  as  about  Lough  Sillon,  or  some  like  place  of 
that  river,  so  as  they  might  keep  both  the  O  Relies, 
and  also  the  O'Ferrals,  and  all  that  outskirt  of 
Meath,  in  awe,  the  which  use,  upon  every  light  oc- 
casion, to  be  stirring,  and  having  continual  enmity 
amongst  themselves,  do  thereby  oftentimes  trouble 
all  those  parts,  the  charge  whereof  being  three  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  odd  pounds,  is  to  be  cut  out 
of  that  composition* money  for  Meath  and  Longford, 
the  overplus,  being  almost  two  thousand  pounds  by 
theyear,  will  come  in  clearly  to  her  majesty. 

EuDOx. — It  is  worth  Uie  hearkening  unto ;  but  now 
tbat  you  have  done  with  Meath,  proceed,  I  pray 
you,  to  Munster,  tbat  we  may  see  how  it  will  rise 
there  for  tbe  maintenance  of  the  garrison. 

Iren« — Munster  containeth,  by  record  at  Dublin, 
sixteen  thousand  plough-lands,  the  composition 
whereof,  as  the  rest,  will  make  sixteen  thousand 
pounds  by  tbe  year,  out  of  the  which  I  would  have 
one  thousand  soldiers  to  be  maintained  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  province,  the  charge  whereof,  with  tbe 
victuallers'  wages,  will  smount  to  twelve  thousand 
pounds  by  the  year;  the  other  four  thousand  pounda 
will  defray  the  charge  of  the  preaidency  and  the 
council  of  thrtt  province. 

Eunnx. — ^1'he  reckoning  ia  easy ;  but  in  this  ac- 
count, by  your  leave,  methinks  you  are  deceived  p 
for  in  this  sum  of  the  composition-money,  yoa 
account  the  lands  of  the  underlakera  of  that  provinaa. 
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who  tre,  by  thair  gnnt  from  the  queen,  to  lie  6reed 
from  all  such  impoaitioDs  whatsoever,  excepting  their 
only  rent,  which  is  surely  eAough. 

I  BEN. — You  sav  true,  I  did  ao;  but  the  same 
twenty  ahilltnga  lor  erery  plough-land,  I  mean  to 
hare  aeducted  out  of  that  rent  due  upon  them  to 
her  majesty,  which  is  no  hindrance  nor  charge  at  all 
more  to  her  maieaty  than  it  now  is  ;  for  all  that  rent 
which  ahe  receirea  of  them  ahe  putteth  forth  again 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  presidency  there,  the 
charge  whereof  it  doth  scarcely  defray,  whereas  in 
this  account,  both  that  charge  of  the  presidency,  and 
also  of  one  thousand  soldiers  more«  shall  be  main- 
tained. 

Euoox. — It  should  be  well  if  it  could  be  brought 
to  that.  But  now,  where  will  you  have  your  one 
thousand  men  garrisoned  ? 

Irkn. — I  would  have  one  hundred  of  them  placed 
at  the  Bantry,  where  is  a  most  fit  place,  not  only  to 
defend  all  that  side  of  the  west  part  from  foreign  in- 
vaaion,  but  also  to  answer  all  occasions  of  troubles, 
to  which  that  country,  being  so  remote,  is  reiy  sub- 
JMt.  And  surely  there  also  would  be  planted  a  good 
town,  having  both  a  good  haven,  and  a  plentiful 
fishing,  and  the  land  being  already  escheated  to  her 
majesty,  but  being  forcibly  kept  from  her  by  one 
that  proclaims  himself  the  bastard  aon  of  the  earl 
of  Clancar,  being  called  Dooell  M*Carty,  whom  it 
is  meet  to  foresee  to.  For  whensoever  the  earl  ahall 
die,  all  those  landa,  after  him,  are  to  come  unto  her 
majesty ;  he  is  like  to  make  a  foul  stir  there,  though 
of  himself  no  power,  yet,  through  supportance  of 
some  others,  who  lie  in  the  wind,  and  look  af^er  the 
fall  of  that  inheritance.  Another  hundred  I  would 
have  placed  at  Castle  Mayne,  which  should  keep  all 
Desmond  and  Kerry,  for  it  answereth  them  both 
most  conveniently.  Also  about  Kilmore,  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  would  I  have  two  hundred  placed, 
the  which  ahould  break  that  nest  of  thieves  there, 
and  answer  equally  both  to  the  county  of  Limerick, 
and  also  the  county  of  Cork.  Another  hundred 
would  I  have  lie  at  Cork,  as  well  to  command  the 
town,  as  also  to  be  ready  for  any  foreign  occaaion. 
Likewise  at  Waterford  would  I  place  two  hundred 
for  the  same  reasons,  and  also  for  other  privy  causes, 
that  are  no  less  important.  Moreover,  on  this  side 
of  Arlo,  near  to  Muskery  Quirk,  which  is  the  coun- 
try of  the  Burkes,  about  Kilpatrick,  I  would  have 
two  hundred  more  to  be  garrisoned,  which  should 
scour  both  the  White  Knights  country,  and  Arlo, 
and  Muskery  Quirk,  by  which  places  all  the  pas- 
sages of  thieves  do  lie,  which  convey  their  stealth 
from  all  Munster  downwards,  towards  Tipperary, 
and  the  English  Pale,  and  from  the  English  PsJe 
alao  up  unto  Munster,  whereof  they  use  to  make  a 
common  trade.  Besides  that,  ere  long,  I  doubt, 
that  the  county  of  Tipperary  itself  will  need  such  a 
strength  in  it,  which  were  good  to  be  there  ready 
before  the  evil  fall,  that  is  daily  of  aome  expected. 
And  thus  you  see  all  your  garrisons  placed. 

Euoox, — £  see  it  right  well.  But  let  me  (I  pray 
you)  by  the  way,  ask  yon  the  reason,  why  in  those 
cities  of  Munster,  namely,  Waterford  and  Cork,  you 
rather  placed  garrisons,  than  in  all  others  in  Ireland? 
for  they  may  think  themselves  to  have  a  great  wrong 
to  be  so  charged  above  all  the  rest. 

Irbn^— I  will  tell  you,  those  two  cities,  above  all 
the  rest,  do  offer  an  in-gate  to  the  Spaniard  most 
fitly :  but  yet,  because  they  shall  not  take  exceptions 


to  this,  that  they  are  charged  above  all  the  test,  I 
vrill  also  lay  •  diarge  upon  the  others  likewise  ;  fot 
indeed  it  is  no  reason  tut  the  corporate  towns,  en* 
joying  great  franchises  and  privileges  from  her  ma^ 
jesty,  and  living  thersby  not  only  safe,  but  drawing' 
to  them  the  wealth  of  all  the  land,  should  live  so 
free,  as  not  to  be  partakers  of  the  burthen  of  this 
garrison,  for  their  own  safoty,  especisJIy  in  this  time 
of  trouble,  and  seeing  all  the  rest  bnrthened :  and 
therefore  1  will  chsrge  them  all  thus  rateably,aeeord- 
ing  to  their  abilitiea,  towards  their  msioteoanoe ;  the 
which  her  Majesty  may  (if  she  please)  spare  out  of 
the  charge  of  the  rest,  and  reserve  towards  her  other 
costs,  or  else  add  to  the  charge  of  the  presidency  in 
the  north. 

Waterford,  100;  Cork,  50;  Limerick,  50;  Gal- 
way,  50  ;  Dtnglecush,  10 ;  Kinsale,  10 ;  Yougha], 
10;  Kilmallock,  10;  Cloomell,  10;  Cashell.  10; 
Fedard,  10;  Kilkenny,  95  ;  WexfoH,85;  Trvdagh, 
«5;  Ross,  f5;  Dundalk,  10;  Mellingaiv,  lO; 
Newrie,  10;  Trim,  10;  Ardee,  10;  Kells,  10; 
Dublin,  100.    In  all,  580. 

EuDox. — It  is  easy,  Ireneos,  to  lay  a  charge  upon 
any  town ;  but  to  foresee  how  the  same  may  be  an- 
swered and  defrayed,  is  the  chief  part  of  good  ad- 
viaement. 

Irbn. — Surely  this  charge  which  I  put  upon  them, 
I  know  to  be  so  reasonable,  as  that  it  will  not  modi 
be  felt ;  for  the  port  towns  that  have  the  benefit  of 
shipping,  msy  cut  it  easily  off  their  trading ;  and  in* 
land  towns  off  their  com  and  cattle :  neither  do  I  see, 
but  since  to  them  especially  the  benefit  of  peace  doth 
redound,  that  they  especially  should  bear  the  burthen 
of  their  eafeguara  and  defooce,  as  we  see  all  the 
towna  of  the  Low-countries  do  cut  upon  themselvee 
•n  eicise  of  all  thinga  towards  the  maintenanoe  of 
the  war  that  ia  made  in  their  behalf;  to  which, 
thouffh  these  are  not  to  be  compared  in  riches,  yet 
sre  they  to  be  ohsrged  according  to  their  poverty. 

Et'Dox. — But  now  that  you  have  thus  set  optbeee 
forces  of  soldiers,  and  provided  well  (as  you  sup- 

Eose)  for  their  pay,  yet  there  remaineth  to  fore-cast 
ow  they  may  be  victualled,  and  where  purveyance 
may  thereof  be  made ;  for  in  Ireland  itself,  I  cannot 
see  almost  how  anything  is  to  be  hsd  for  them,  being 
already  so  pitifully  wasted,  as  it  is  with  this  abort 
time  of  vrar. 

I  Ran. — For  the  first  two  years,  it  is  needful 
indeed,  that  they  be  victualled  out  of  England 
thoroughly,  from  half-year  to  half-year,  sforeoaod* 
All  which  time  the  English  pale  shall  not  be  burw 
dened  at  all,  but  shall  nave  time  to  recover  ihcm- 
selves.  And  Munster  also  being  reasonably  well 
atored,  will  by  that  time,  if  God  send  seasonable 
weather,  be  thoroughly  well-furnished  to  supply  a 
great  part  of  that  charge ;  for  I  know  there  is  great 
plenty  of  com  sent  over  sea  from  theooe,  tlie  which 
if  they  might  have  sale  for  at  home,  they  would  be 
glad  to  have  money  ao  near  hand ;  especially  if  they 
were  straigbtly  restrained  from  transporting  of  it. 
Thereunto,  also,  there  will  be  a  great  help  and  foi. 
therance  given,  in  the  putting  forward  of  nuabandry 
in  all  meet  places,  as  hereafter  shall  in  due  place  ap« 
pear.  But  hereafter  when  things  ahall  grow  unto  a 
better  atrength,  and  the  country  be  r«pleniahed  with 
corn,  as  in  short  space  it  will,  if  it  be  well  followed, 
for  the  country  people  themaelves  are  great  plougher^ 
and  small  spenders  of  com  ;  then  would  I  wian  that 
there  should  be  good  store  of  houses  and  msgisines 
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•racted  ia  til  tbose  great  places  of  garrison,  and  in 
all  great  towns,  as  well  lor  the  victualling  of  sol- 
diers and  abips,  as  for  all  occasions  of  sudden  ser- 
vices; as  also  for  preventing  of  all  times  of  dearth 
and  Bcarcitj.  And  this  want  is  much  to  be  com- 
plained of  in  England,  above  all  other  countries, 
who  trusting  too  much  to  the  usual  blessing  of  the 
earth,  do  never  forecast  any  such  hard  seasons,  nor 
any  such  sudden  occasions  as  these  troublous 
times  may  every  day  bring  forth,  when  it  will  be  tuo 
late  to  gather  provision  from  abroiid,  and  to  bring  it, 
perhaps,  from  far,  for  the  furnishing  of  ships  or 
soldiers,  which  peradventore  may  need  to  be  pre- 
sently employed,  and  whose  want  may,  which  God 
forbid,  bap  to  hazard  a  kingdom. 

EcDOz. — Indeed  the  want  of  those  magasines  of 
victuals,  1  have  oftentimes  complained  of  in  England, 
and  wondered  at  in  other  countries ;  but  tbst  is 
nothing  now  to  our  purpose :  but  a&  for  these  gar- 
risons which  you  have  now  so  strongly  planted 
throughout  all  Ireland,  and  every  place  swarming 
with  soldiers,  shall  there  be  no  end  of  them  ?  For 
now  thus  being,  methinks,  I  do  see  rather  a  country 
of  war,  than  of  peace  and  quiet,  which  you  earst 
pretended  to  work  in  Ireland ;  for  if  von  bring  all 
things  to  that  quietness  that  you  said,  what  then 
neeoeth  to  maintain  so  great  forces,  as  you  have 
charged  upon  it? 

Irbn. — 1  will  ontoyoUfEndoxusy  in  privity  discover 
the  drift  of  my  purpose ;  I  mean,  as  I  told  you,  and 
do  well  hope  thereby  both  to  setUe  an  eternal  peace 
in  that  country,  and  also  to  make  it  very  profitable 
to  her  majesty  ;  the  which  I  see  must  be  brought  in 
with  a  strong  band,  and  so  continued,  till  it  run  in 
a  stedfast  coarse  of  government,  which  in  this  sort 
will  neither  be  difficult  nor  dangerous :  for  the  sol- 
dier being  once  brought  in  for  the  service  into 
Ulster,  and  having  subdued  it  and  Connaught,  I  will 
not  have  him  to  lay  down  his  arms  any  more,  till  he 
have  effected  that  which  I  purpose ;  that  is,  first  to 
have  this  general  composition  for  maintenance  of 
these  throughout  all  the  realm,  in  regard  of  the  trou- 
bloos  times,  and  daily  danger  which  is  threatened 
to  this  realm  by  the  King  of  Spain.  And  thereupon 
to  bestow  all  my  soldiers  in  such  sort  as  I  have 
done,  that  no  part  of  all  that  realm  shall  be  able  to 
dare  to  quinch :  Then  will  I  eftsoons  bring  in  my 
refonnstion,  and  thereupon  establish  such  a  form  of 
government,  as  I  msy  think  meetest  for  the  good  of 
that  realm;  which  being  once  settled,  and  all  things 
put  into  a  right  way,  1  doubt  not  but  they  will  run 
on  fairly.  And  though  they  would  ever  seek  to 
swerve  sside,  yet  shall  they  not  be  able  without  fo- 
reign violence,  unee  to  remove,  as  you  yourself  shsll 
soon,  I  hopPy  in  your  own  reason  readily  conceive ; 
which  if  it  shall  ever  appear,  then  may  ner  majesty 
at  plessuTS  withdraw  some  of  the  garrisons,  and  turn 
their  pay  into  her  purse :  or  if  she  will  never  please 
so  to  do,  which  I  would  rather  wish,  then  shall  she 
have  a  number  of  brave  old  soldiers  always  ready 
for  any  occaaxon  that  ahe  will  employ  them  unto, 
supplying  their  garrisons  with  fresh  ones  in  their 
stead.  The  maintenance  of  whom,  shall  be  no  more 
charge  to  her  majestv,  than  now  that  realm  is :  for 
all  the  revenue  thereof,  and  much  more  she  spendeth, 
even  in  the  most  peaceable  times  that  are  there,  aa 
thinga  now  stand.  And  in  time  of  war,  which  ia 
now  surely  evecy  seventh  year,  she  spendeth  infinite 
treasuro  Msides,  to  small  purpose. 

Evooju — ^I  perceive  your  purpose ;  but  now  that 


you  have  thua  strongly  made  way  unto  your  reform* 
ation,  and  that  I  see  the  people  so  humbled  and 
prepared,  that  they  will  ana  must  yield  to  any  ordi- 
nance tint  shall  be  given  them,  I  do  much  desire  to 
understand  the  same :  for  in  the  beginning  you  pro« 
mised  to  show  a  means  how  to  redress  all  those  in- 
conveniences and  abuses,  which  you  showed  to  be 
in  that  state  of  government,  which  now  stands 
there;  as  in  the  laws,  customs,  and  religion. 
Wherein  I  would  gladly  know  first,  whether  in- 
stead of  those  laws,  you  would  hare  new  laws 
made  ;  for  now,  for  ought  that  I  see,  you  may  do 
what  you  please. 

Irsn. — I  see,  Eudoxus,  that  you  well  remember 
our  firat  purpose,  and  do  rightly  continue  the  course 
thereof.  First  therefore  to  spesk  of  lawa,  since  we 
first  began  with  them :  I  do  not  think  it  now  con- 
venient, though  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  prince,  to 
change  all  the  laws,  and  make  new :  for  that  should 
breed  a  great  trouble  and  confusion,  as  well  in  the 
English  there  dwelling,  aud  to  be  planted,  as  also 
in  the  Irish.  For  the  English  having  been  alwsya 
trained  up  in  the  English  government,  will  hardly 
be  inurea  to  any  other,  and  the  Irish  will  better  be 
drawn  to  the  English,  than  the  English  to  the  Irish 
government.  Therefore  sithence  we  cannot  now 
apply  lawa  fit  to  the  people,  as  in  the.  first  institu- 
tiooi  of  commonwealths  it  ought  to  be,  we  will 
apply  the  people,  and  fit  them  unto  the  laws,  as  it 
most  conveniently  may  be.  The  laws  therefore  we 
resolve  shall  abide  in  the  aame  sort  that  they  do, 
both  common  law  and  statutes ;  only  such  defects  in 
the  common  law,  and  inconveniencea  in  the  statutes, 
as  in  the  beginning  we  noted,  and  as  men  of  deeper 
insight  shall  advise,  may  be  changed  by  aome  other 
new  acts  and  ordinances,  to  be  by  a  parliament 
there  confirmed  :  aa  those  for  trials  of  pleas  of  the 
crown,  and  private  rights  between  parties,  colour- 
able conveyances,  and  accessories. 

EuDoz^ — But  how  will  those  be  redressed  by  par« 
liament,  when  as  Uie  Irish  which  sway  most  in  par- 
liament (as  you  said)  shall  oppose  themselves 
against  them  1 

Irxn< — That  may  well  now  be  avoided  :  for  now 
that  80  many  freeholders  of  English  shsll  be  esta- 
blished, they,  together  with  burgesses  of  towns,  and 
such  other  loyal  Irishmen,  as  may  be  preferred  to 
be  knights  of  the  shire,  and  such  like,  will  be  able 
to  beard,  and  to  counterpoise  the  rest ;  who  also 
being  now  more  brought  in  awe,  will  the  more 
easily  aubmit  to  any  such  ordinances  as  shall  be  for 
the  good  of  themselves,  and  that  realm  generally. 

EcDOx^ — You  ssy  well,  for  by  the  increase  of 
freeholders  their  numbers  hereby  will  be  greatly 
augmented ;  but  how  shall  it  pass  through  the 
higher  house,  which  still  must  consist  of  all  Irish? 

Irsn. — Marry  that  also  msy  be  redressed  by  en- 
sample  of  that  which  I  have  heard  was  done  in  the 
like  case  by  king  Edward  the  Third  (as  I  remember) 
who  being^greatly  bearded  and  crossed  by  the  lords 
of  the  clergy,  they  being  there,  by  reason  of  the 
lords  abbota,  and  others,  too  many  and  too  strong 
for  him,  so  as  he  could  not  for  their  frowardness, 
order  and  reform  things  as  he  desired  ;  wss  advised 
to  direct  out  bia  writs  to  certain  gentlemen  of  the 
best  ability  and  trust,  entitling  them  therein  barons, 
to  serve,  and  sit  aa  barons  in  the  next  parliamenL 
By  which  means  he  hsd  so  msny  barons  in  his  parlia- 
ment, aa  were  able  to  weigh  down  the  clergy  and 
their  friends :  the  which  barons,  they  say,  were  not 
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mfterwuda  lords,  bat  only  btronets,  m  ■undry  of 
tbem  do  yet  retain  the  name.  And  by  the  like  de- 
yice  her  mmeety  may  now  likewiie  curb  and  cut 
abort  thoee  Irish  and  unruly  lords,  that  hinder  all 
good  proceedings. 

EuooXd — It  seems  no  less  than  for  reforming  of 
all  those  ioconrenient  statutes  that  you  noted  in  the 
beginning ,  and  redressing  of  all  those  eril  customs ; 
snd  lastly,  for  settling  of  sound  religion  amongst 
them,  methinks  you  shsll  not  need  any  more  to  orcr- 
go  those  particulars  again,  which  you  mentioned,  nor 
any  other  which  might  besidea  be  remembered :  but 
to  leare  all  to  the  rsrormation  of  such  a  parliament,  in 
which  by  the  good  care  of  the  lord  deputy  and  coun- 
sel, they  may  all  be  amended.  Therefore  now  you 
may  come  unto  that  general  reformation  which  you 
spake  of,  snd  bringing  in  of  that  establishment,  by 
which  vou  said  all  men  should  be  contained  in  duty 
ever  after  without  the  terror  of  warlike  forces,  or 
Tioleut  wrestine  of  things  by  sharp  punishments. 

Iren. — I  will  so  at  your  pleasure ;  the  which 
(methinks)  can  by  no  means  be  better  plotted,  than 
oy  ensample  of  such  other  reslms  as  hare  been 
annoyed  with  like  evils  that  Ireland  now  is,  and 
useth  still  to  be.  And  first  in  this  our  realm  of 
England,  it  is  manifest  bv  report  of  the  chronicles, 
and  ancient  writera^  that  it  was  greatly  infested  with 
robbers  and  outlaws  ;  which  lurking  in  woods  and 
(ast  places,  used  often  to  break  forth  into  the  high- 
ways, and  sometimes  into  small  Tillages  to  rob,  and 
spoiL  For  redress  whereof  it  is  written,  that  King 
Alured,  or  Aid  red.  did  divide  the  realm  into  shires, 
and  the  shires  into  hundreds,  and  the  hundreds  into 
lathes  or  wapentakes,  and  the  wapentakes  into 
ty things ;  so  that  ten  ty things  make  an  hundred, 
and  five  make  a  lathe  or  wapentake :  of  which  ten, 
each  one  was  bound  for  another,  and  the  eldest  or 
best  of  them,  whom  they  called  the  tythingman  or 
borsolder,  that  is  the  eldest  pledge,  became  surety 
for  all  the  rest.  So  that  it  any  one  of  tbem  did 
start  into  any  undutiful  action,  the  borsolder  was 
bound  to  bring  him  forth  ;  when  Joining  eftsoons 
with  all  his  tything,  would  follow  that  loose  person 
through  all  places,  till  they  brought  him  in.  And 
if  all  that  tything  failed,  then  all  that  lathe  was 
charged  for  that  tything;  and  if  that  lathe  failed, 
then  all  that  hundred  was  demanded  for  them ;  and 
if  the  hundred,  then  the  shire,  who  joining  eftsoons 
together,  would  not  rest  till  they  had  found  out 
and  delivered  in  that  undutiful  fellow,  which  was 
not  amenable  to  law:  And  herein  it  Mems,  that 
that  good  Saxon  king  followed  the  counsel  of  JethVo 
to  Aloses,  who  advised  him  to  divide  the  people 
into  hundreds,  and  to  set  captains  and  wise  men  of 
trust  over  them,  who  should  take  the  charge  of 
them,  and  ease  of  that  burthen.  And  so  did  Komu- 
lus  (ss  you  may  read)  divide  the  Romana  into  tribes, 
and  the  tribes  into  centuries  or  hundreds.  By  this 
ordinance,  this  king  brought  this  realm  of  England 
(which  before  was  most  troublesome)  unto  that 
quiet  state,  that  no  one  bad  person  could  stir,  but 
he  was  straight  taken  hold  of  by  those  of  his  own 
tything,  and  their  borsolder,  who  beine  his  neigh- 
bour or  next  kinsman,  were  privy  to  all  his  ways, 
and  looked  narrowly  into  his  life.  The  which  insti- 
tution (if  it  were  observed  in  Ireland)  would  work 
that  effect  which  it  did  in  England,  and  keep  all 
men  within  the  compass  of  duty  and  obedience. 

Euoox. — This  is  contrsiy  to  that  you  said  before ; 
fi>r,  aa  I  remember,  you  said,  that  there  was  a 


great  diapropoition  between  England  and  Irrinid* 
so  ss  the  laws  which  were  fitting  for  one,  would 
not  fit  the  other.  How  eomaa  it  now  then,  thai 
you  would  tranafer  a  principal  iaatitotioii  from 
England  to  Ireland  1 

lacN^— This  law  was  not  made  by  the  Nonnaa 
Conqueror,  but  by  a  Saxon  king,  at  what  ttm* 
England  wsa  very  like  to  Ireland,  m  now  it  atands : 
for  it  was  (as  I  told  you)  annoyed  greatly  with 
robben  and  outlaws,  which  troubled  the  whole 
state  of  the  realm,  every  corner  having  a  Robin  Hood 
in  it,  that  kept  the  woods,  that  apoiledalt  passengers 
and  inhabitants,  aa  Ireland  now  hath :  ao  aa,  me- 
thinka,  thia  ordinance  would  fit  very  weD,  and  bring 
them  all  into  awe. 

EcDOX. — Iben  when  you  nave  thua  tithed  th« 
commonalty,  as  you  say,  and  set  boraoldera  over 
them  all,  what  would  you  do  when  you  came  to  the 
gentlemen  ?     Would  you  hold  the  same  ooune  t 

Irks, — Yea  mar^,  moat  especially;  for  this 
you  must  know,  that  all  the  Irish  almost  boast 
themselves  to  be  gentlemen,  no  less  than  the 
Welsh;  for  if  he  can  derive  himself  from  the  bead 
of  any  sept  (as  moat  of  them  can,  they  are  ao  ex* 
pert  by  their  hards)  then  he  holdeth  himself  a 
gentleresn,  and  thereupon  scometh  to  work,  or  use 
any  hard  labour,  which,  he  saith,  is  the  life  of  a 
peasant  or  churl :  but  thenceforth  becometh  either 
a  horae-boy,  or  a  stocah  to  some  kern,  inuxing 
himself  to  his  weapon,  and  to  the  gentlemanly  trm 
of  stealing  (as  they  count  it)  So  that  if  a  gentle- 
man, or  any  wealthy  yoeman  of  them,  have  any 
children,  the  eldest  of  tbem,  perhsps,  shall  be  kept 
in  some  order,  but  all  the  rest  shall  ahifl  for  them* 
selves,  and  fall  to  this  occupation.  And  morrover 
it  is  a  common  use  amongst  some  of  their  gentle- 
men's sons,  that  so  soon  as  they  are  able  to  use  their 
weapons,  they  straight  gather  to  themselves  three  or 
four  stngglera,  or  kern,  with  whom  wandering 
awhile  up  and  down  idly  the  country,  taking  only 
meat,  he  at  last  falleth  unto  some  bad  occasion  that 
ahall  be  offered ;  which  being  once  made  known,  he 
is  thenceforth  counted  a  man  of  worth,  in  whom 
there  is  courage :  whereupon  there  draw  to  him 
msny  other  like  loose  young  men,  which  stirring  him 
up  with  encouragement,  provoke  him  shortly  to  flat 
rebellion.  And  this  happens  not  only  aometimea  in 
the  sons  of  their  gentlemen,  but  also  of  their  noble- 
men, eapecially  of  them  who  have  base  sons.  For 
they  are  not  only  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge 
tbem,  but  also  boast  of  them,  and  use  them  to  such 
secret  services,  ss  they  themselves  will  not  be  aeon 
in  ;  as  to  plague  their  enemies,  to  spoil  their  neigh- 
boun,  to  oppress  and  crush  some  of  their  own  too 
stubborn  freeholders,  which  an  not  tractable  to 
their  wills. 

£vnoz« — ^Then  it  seemeth,  that  this  ordinance  of 
tithing  them  by  the  pole,  is  not  only  fit  for  the  gen- 
tlemen, but  also  for  the  noblemen,  whom  I  would 
have  thought  to  be  of  so  honourable  a  mind,  as 
that  they  ahouM  not  need  such  a  kind  of  being 
bound  to  their  allegiance,  who  should  nther  have 
held  in,  and  staid  ul  the  other  from  undntifuteeaa, 
than  need  to  be  forced  thereunto  themselves. 

Iren. — Yea,  so  it  is,  Eudoxns  ;  but  because  diat 
noblemen  cannot  be  tithed,  there  being  not  many 
tithings  of  them,  and  also  because  a  borsolder  over 
them  should  be  not  only  a  great  indignity,  butalao  a 
danger  to  add  more  power  to  them  than  they  bae% 
or  to  mske  one  the  oommander  of  lea;  I  bold  it 
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Bwetor  that  then  were  only  soretiea  taken  of  them, 
and  oae  boimd  for  another ;  whereby  if  any  ahall 
awerre,  hia  auretiea  ahall,  for  aafeguard  of  their 
bonda«  either  bfiiur  bin  in,  or  aeek  to  aerve  upon 
him.  And  beaidea  thia,  I  would  wiah  them  aU  to 
be  awora  to  her  majeaty,  which  they  never  yet 
were,  but  at  the  firat  creation ;  and  that  oath  would 
aure  contain  them  graatly,  or  Uie  breach  of  it  bring 
them  to  ahorter  rengeance,  for  God  uaeth  to  puniah 
peijury  aharpl^.  £>  I  read,  that  there  waa  a  corpo- 
ral oath  taken  u  the  reigna  of  Edward  the  Second, 
and  of  Henry  the  Seventh  (when  the  timea  were 
Ter^  broken)  of  all  the  lorda  and  beat  gentlemen, 
of  fealty  to  the  king ;  which  now  ia  no  leaa  needful, 
becauae  many  of  them  are  auapected  to  have  taken 
another  oath  privily  to  aome  bad  purpoaea,  and 
thereupon  to  hare  received  the  aacrmment,  and  been 
aworn  to  a  prieat,  which  they  think  bindeth  them 
more  than  their  allegiance  to  their  prince,  or  love  of 
their  country. 

EuDox.— >Tbia  tithmg  to  the  common  people,  and 
taking  auretiea  of  lorda  and  gentlemen,  1  like  very 
well,  but  that  it  will  be  very  troubleaome :  ahould  it 
not  be  aa  well  for  to  have  tnem  all  booked,  and  the 
lorda  and  gentlemen  to  take  all  the  meaner  aort  upon 
themaelvea,  for  they  are  bnt  able  to  bring  them  in, 
whenaoever  any  of  them  alarteth  out  ? 

lasN^Thia  indeed,  Eudoxus,  hath  been  hitherto, 
and  vet  ia  a  common  order  amongat  them,  to  have 
all  tne  people  booked  by  the  lonU  and  gentlemen : 
hut  vet  the  worat  order  that  ever  waa  adviaed  i  for 
by  thia  booking  of  men,  all  the  inferior  aort  are 
brought  under  the  command  of  their  lorda,  and 
forced  to  follow  them  into  any  action  whetaoever. 
Now  thia  yon  are  to  understand,  that  all  the  rebel- 
liona,  which  yoo  aee  from  time  to  time  happen  in 
Ireland,  are  not  begun  by  the  common  people,  but 
by  the  lorda  and  captaina  of  countriea,  upon  pride 
or  wilful  obatinacy  againat  the  government;  which 
whenaoever  they  will  enter  into,  they  draw  with 
them  all  their  people  and  followera«  which  think 
themaelvea  bound  to  n>  with  them,  becauae  they 
have  booked  them,  and  undertaken  for  them.  And 
thia  ia  the  reaaon  that  in  England  you  have  auch 
few  bad  occaaiona,  by  reaaon  that  the  noblemen, 
however  they  abould  happen  to  be  evil  diapoaed, 
have  no  command  at  all  over  the  commonalty,  tnough 
dwelling  under  them,  becauee  that  every  man  atand- 
eth  upon  himaelf,  and  buiideth  hia  fortunea  upon 
hia  own  faith  and  firm  aaanrance.  The  which  thia 
manner  of  tithing  the  polea  will  work  alao  in  Ire- 
land i  for  by  thia,  the  people  are  broken  into  many 
amall  parte,  like  little  atreama,  that  they  cannot 
eaaily  come  together  into  one  head,  which  ia  the 
principal  ragmrd  that  ia  to  be  had  in  Ireland,  to  keep 
them  from  growing  unto  auoh  a  head,  and  adhering 
unto  great  men. 

Euooz. — But  yet  I  cannot  aee  how  thia  can  be 
well  brought,  without  doing  rreat  wrong  unto  the 
iuiblem«n  thAte ;  for  at  the  firat  conqoeat  of  that 
raalm,  thoae  great  aeignioriea  and  lordahipa  were 
given  them  by  the  king,  that  they  ahould  be  the 
atronger  againat  the  Iriah,  by  the  multitudea  of  fol- 
lowera  and  tananta  under  them:  all  which  hold  their 
tanemtnta  of  them  by  feal^,  and  auoh  aervioea, 
whereby  they  are  (by  the  firat  grant  of  the  king) 
Bade  boundea  onto  tham,  and  tried  to  riae  out  with 
them  into  all  ocoaaiona  of  aarvioe.  And  thia  I  have 
often  beard,  that  when  the  lord  deputy  hath  raiaed 
ai^  fMMnU  boetingib  the  ooUemeoLave  elaioied  the  I 


leading  of  them,  by  gnat  from  the  kinga  of  England 
under  the  great  aeal  exhibited ;  ao  aa  the  deputiea 
could  not  refuae  them  to  have  the  leading  of  them, 
or  if  they  did,  tbey  would  ao  work,  aa  none  of  their 
foUowera  ahould  ziae  forth  to  the  hoatage. 

Irxn« — You  Bay  very  true ;  but  wiU  you  aee  the 
firuit  of  thoae  granta  t  I  have  known  when  thoae 
lorda  have  had  the  leading  of  their  own  fdllowera 
under  them  to  the  general  hoatinga,  that  they  have 
for  the  aame  cut  upon  every  plougn-Und  within  their 
country  forty  ahillinga  or  more ;  whereby  aome  of 
them  have  gathered  together  above  aeven  or  eight 
hundred  pounda,  and  othera  much  more,  into  their 
puree;  in  lieu  whereof,  they  have  gathered  unto 
themaelvea  a  number  of  looae  kern  out  of  all  parte, 
which  they  have  carried  forth  with  them,  to  whom 
they  never  gave  any  penny  of  entertainment,  allowed 
by  the  country,  or  forced  by  them,  but  let  them  feed 
upon  the  countriea,  and  extort  upon  all  men  where 
they  come :  for  that  people  will  never  aak  better 
entertainment,  than  to  have  a  colour  of  aervice  or 
employment  given  them,  by  which  they  will  poll  and 
apoil  so  outrageoualy,  aa  the  very  enemy  cannot  do 
much  worae:  and  they  alao  aometimea  turn  to  the 
enemy. 

EoDOx. — It  aeema,  the  firat  intent  of  thoae  granta 
waa  againat  the  Iriah,  which  now  eome  of  them  uae 
agninat  the  queen  heraelC  But  now,  what  remedy 
ia  there  for  thia?  or  how  can  thoae  granta  of  the 
kinga  be  avoided,  without  wronging  of  thoae  lorda, 
which  had  thoae  landa  and  lordahipa  given  them  ? 

lRBN.~^urely  they  may  be  well  enough,  for  moat 
of  thoae  lorda,  aince  their  firat  granta  from  the  kinga, 
by  which  thoae  landa  were  given  them,  have  aithenoe 
beatowed  the  moat  part  of  them  amongat  their  kina- 
folk  ;  aa  every  lord  perhapa  hath  civen  in  hia  time 
one  or  another  of  hia  principal  caaUea  to  hia  younger 
eon,  and  other  to  othera,  aa  largely  and  aa  amply  aa 
thev  were  given  to  him  ;  and  othera  they  have  aold, 
and  othera  they  have  bought,  which  were  not  in  their 
firat  grant,  which  now  nevertheleaa  they  bring 
within  the  compaaa  thereof;  and  take  and  exaot 
upon  them,  aa  upou  their  firat  demeanea,  all  thoae 
kmd  of  aervicea,  yea,  and  the  very  wild  exactiona, 
coignie,  livery,  aorehon,  and  auch  like ;  by  which 
they  poll  and  utterly  undo  the  poor  tenanta  and 
freeholdca  under  them,  which  either  through  igno- 
rance know  not  their  tenurea,  or  through  greatneaa 
of  their  new  lorda  dare  not  challenge  them  t  yea, 
and  aome  lorda  of  countriea  alao,  aa  great  onea  aa 
themaelvea,  are  now  by  atrong  hand  brought  under 
them,  and  made  their  vaaaala.  Aa  for  example, 
Arundel  of  the  Stronde,  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
who  waa  anciently  a  great  lord,  and  waa  able  to 
apend  3,5001.  by  the  yeer,  aa  appeareth  by  good 
recorda,  ia  now  become  the  lord  Barrie'a  man,  and 
doth  to  him  all  thoae  aervicea  which  are  due  unto 
her  majeety.  For  reformatioo  of  all  which,  I  wiah 
that  there  were  a  commiaaion  granted  forth,  under 
the  great  aeal,  aa  I  have  aeen  one  recorded  in  the 
old  couneiUbook  of  Munater,  that  waa  aent  forth 
in  the  time  of  Sir  William  Drnry,  unto  penona  of 
apecial  truat  and  judgment,  to  inquire  throughont 
all  Ireland,  beginning  with  one  county  firat,  and  ao 
reating  awhile  till  the  aame  were  aettled,  by  the  ver- 
dict of  a  aound  and  aubatantial  jury,  how  every  maa 
holdeth  hia  land,  of  whom,  and  by  what  tenure ;  aa 
thai  every  one  ahould  be  admitted  to  ahow  and  exhi- 
bit what  riffhthe  hath,  and  by  what  aervioea  behold* 
alh  hia  land,  whether  in  chief,  or  io  aoeoage,  or  br 
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knigbt's  serrice,  or  how  else  soever.  Thereupon 
wonid  appear^  first,  how  all  those  great  English  lords 
&o  claim  those  greet  senrioes.  what  seigniories  they 
usurp,  whst  wardships  they  take  from  the  queen, 
what  lands  of  hers  they  conceal.  And  then,  how 
those  Irish  captains  of  countries  hare  encroached 
upon  the  queen's  freeholders  and  tenants,  how  they 
have  translated  the  tenures  of  them  from  English 
holding,  unto  Irish  tanistry,  and  defeated  her  ma- 
jesty of  all  her  rights  and  duties  which  are  to  accrue 
to  her  thereout ;  as  wardships,  lireries,  marriages, 
fines  of  alienations,  and  many  other  commodities 
which  now  are  kept  and  concealed  from  her  majesty, 
to  the  Tslue  of  40,0001.  per  snnum,  I  dsre  undertake 
in  sll  Iielsnd,  hy  that  which  I  know  in  one  county. 

EuDOX^ — This,  Ireneus,  would  seem  a  dang^erous 
commission,  and  ready  to  stir  up  all  the  Irish  in 
rebellion,  who  knowing  that  they  hare  nothing  to 
show  for  all  those  lands  which  they  hold,  but  their 
swords,  would  rather  draw  them,  than  suffer  the 
lands  to  be  thus  drawn  away  from  them. 

lasN. — Neither  should  their  lands  be  taken  away 
from  them,  nor  the  utmost  adTsnta);es  enforced 
against  them.  But  this,  by  discretion  of  the  com* 
missioners,  should  be  made  known  unto  them,  that 
it  is  not  her  majesty's  meaning,  to  use  any  such 
extremity,  but  only  to  reduce  things  into  order  of 
English  law,  and  make  them  hold  their  lands  of  her, 
and  to  restore  to  her  her  due  services,  which  they 
detain  out  of  those  lands,  which  were  snciently  held 
of  her.  And  that  they  ahould  not  only  not  be 
thrust  out,  but  also  hare  estates  and  grants  of  their 
lands  new  made  to  them  from  her  majesty,  so  aa 
they  should  thenceforth  hold  them  rightfully,  which 
they  now  usurp  wrongfully.  And  yet  withal  I 
would  wish,  that  m  all  those  Irish  countries  there 
were  some  land  reserred  to  her  majesty's  free  dis- 
position, for  the  better  containing  of  the  rest,  and 
mtermingling  them  with  English  inhabitants  and 
customs,  that  knowledge  might  still  be  had  of 
them,  and  of  all  their  doings,  so  as  no  manner  of 
practice  or  conspiracy  should  be  had  in  hand 
amongst  them,  but  notice  should  be  giren  thereof  by 
one  means  or  snother,  and  their  practice  prevented. 

EuDOX.— Truly  neither  can  the  Irish  nor  yet  the 
English  lords  think  themselres  wrong^ed,  nor  hardly 
dealt  withal,  herein,  to  hare  that  which  is  indeed 
none  of  their  own  at  all,  but  her  majesty's  absolutely 
giren  to  them,  with  such  equal  conditions,  as  that 
both  they  may  be  assured  thereof  better  than  they  are, 
and  aIso,her  majesty  not  defrauded  of  her  right  utteriy. 
For  it  is  a  great  grace  in  a  prince,  to  take  that  with 
conditions,  which  is  absolutely  hw  own.  Thus 
shall  the  Irish  be  well  satisfied.  And  ss  for  the 
great  men  which  had  such  grants  made  to  them  at 
first  by  the  kings  of  Eoglsnd,  it  was  in  regard  that 
they  should  keep  forth  the  Irish,  and  defend  the 
king's  right,  and  his  subjects  ;  but  now  seeing  that 
instead  of  defending  them,  they  rob  and  spoil  diem ; 
and  instead  of  keepine  out  the  Irish,  they  do  not 
onlv  make  the  Irish  their  tensnts  in  those  lends, 
and  thrust  out  the  English,  but  also  some  of  them- 
selres become  mere  Irish,  with  marrying  with  them, 
with  fostering  with  them,  and  combining  with 
them  against  the  queen ;  whst  reason  is  there,  but 
that  those  grants  snd  pririleges  should  be  either 
reroked  or  at  least  reduced  to  the  first  intention  for 
which  they  were  granted  T  For  aore,  in  mine  opi- 
JiicQ,  they  are  more  sharply  to  be  chastised  and 
letormedfthan  the  rude  Iriu,  which  being  very  wild 


at  the  first,  are  now  »»««—.«   .««.»  «.*.., 
these  from  cirility,  are  grown  to  be  wild 
Irish. 

lnEK4 — ^Indeed,  an  yon  say,  Eodoxas  ,  tkeea  do 
need  a  sharper  reformation  than  the  Ixiah  ;  for  tke|r 
are  more  stubborn  and  disobedient  to  law  and  g«- 
vemment  than  the  Irish  be. 

EuDox. — In  truth,  Ireneos,  this  is  asore 
erer  I  heard  that  any  English  there  should  be 
than  the  Irish.  Lord,  how  quickly  dodb 
country  slter  men*s  natures !  It  is  not  for  noduoc. 
I  peroeire,  which  I  bare  heard,  that  the  cooncal  of 
England  think  it  no  good  policy  to  hare  that  lealm 
reformed,  or  planted  with  English,  lest  they  aboald 
grow  so  ludutiful  aa  the  Ir»h,  ud  beooae  asofe 
aangerous.  As  appearetik  by  the  exuairfea  of  the 
Lacies  in  the  time  of  Edwara  II.,  which  yon  ^lake 
of,  chat  shook  off  their  allegiance  to  fhetir  oamnl 

Erince,  and  turned  to  Edward  le  Bmoe,  to  asake 
im  king  of  Ireland. 
lacN. — No  times  haye  been  trithout  bad  aMn  : 
but  as  for  that  purpose  of  the  council  of  Eagfand, 
which  you  spake  of,  that  they  ahoold  keep  tliat 
realm  from  remrmation,  I  think  Uiey  are  moat  lewdly 
abused ;  for  their  great  carefulness,  and  caiDest 
endearours  do  witness  the  contrary.  Neither  ia  it 
the  nature  of  the  country  to  alter  men's  manners,  bat 
the  bad  minds  of  the  men,  who  baring  been  broogbt 
up  at  home  under  a  strait  rule  of  duty  and  obi^i- 
ence,  being  always  restrained  by  ahaip  pwialnaa 
fiom  lewd  beharionr,  ao  soon  as  they  come  thither, 
where  they  see  laws  more  sbckly  tended,  and  tba 
hard  restraint  which  they  were  used  unto,  now 
slacked,  they  grow  mora  loose  and  careless  of  their 
duty :  and  as  it  is  the  nature  of  all  meo  to  lore  li- 
berty, 80  they  beoome  fiat  libertines,  and  fidl  to 
all  hcentionsoess,  more  boldly  daring  lo  disobey  tba 
law,  through  the  nresumptkm  of  &roar  and  ~ 
ship,  than  any  Irish  daietL 

EuDOXd — ^Then  if  that  be  so,  methinka 
advisement  was  rery  evil,  whereby  yon  wished  tfaa 
Irish  to  be  sowed  and  sprinkled  with  English,  and 
in  all  the  Irish  countries  to  hare  Englidi  plaated 
amongst  them,  for  to  bring  them  to  English  fashiona, 
since  the  English  sooner  draw  to  the  Irish  than  tho 
Irish  to  the  English.  For,  as  yon  said  before,  if 
they  must  run  with  the  stream,  the  greater  number 
will  carry  away  the  less.  Thersfoire,  methinks,  by 
this  reason,  it  should  be  better  to  part  the  Irish  and 
English,  thsn  to  mingle  them  together. 

laxN. — Not  so,  Endoxus  ;  bnt  whers  tfaua  is  no 
good  stay  of  gorernment,  and  stronr  oidinanoes  to 
hold  them,  there  indeed  the  fewer  foUow  the  more  ; 
but  where  then  is  due  order  of  discipline  and  good 
rule,  there  the  better  shall  go  foremost,  and  the  worst 
shall  follow.  And  therefore  now,  since  Ireland  is 
full  of  her  own  nation,  that  ought  not  to  be  rooted 
out,  and  somewhat  stored  with  English  already,  and 
more  to  be  ;  I  think  it  best,  by  an  union  of  manners, 
and  conformity  of  minds,  to  bring  them  to  be  ona 
people,  and  to  put  away  the  disUkeful  eoneeit  both 
of  the  one  and  the  other,  which  will  be  by  no  UMana 
better,  than  by  this  intermingling  of  them.  For 
neither  sll  die  Irish  may  dweQ  togetbar  nor  all  the 
English,  but  by  translating  of  them,  and  seattariag 
them  smongst  the  English,  not  only  to  bring  thaa 
by  daily  oonrersation  to  better  liking  of  each  other, 
bnt  also  to  make  both  of  them  leasable  to  hurt.  And 
dnrefore  when  I  come  to  the  tything  of  them,  I  wS 
tythe  them  one  witbaaothtf,  and,  for  the 
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win  make  an  Imhman  tbe  tYthingmaii,  whereby  he 
ebell  take  the  leea  exception  to  partiality,  and  jet  be 
tbe  more  tied  thereby.  Bat  when  I  come  to  the 
headboroagh,  which  is  the  head  of  the  lathe,  him 
will  I  make  an  Engliahman,  or  an  Irishman  of  spe- 
cial assurance.  As  also  when  I  come  to  appoint  tbe 
alderman,  that  is  the  head  of  the  hundred,  him  will 
I  surely  choose  to  be  an  Engliahman,  of  special 
regard,  that  may  be  a  stay  and  pillar  of  all  the  bo- 
rouffh  under  him, 

Eunox.— What  do  you  mean  by  your  hundred, 
and  what  by  your  borough?  By  that  that  I  have 
resd  in  ancient  records  of  England,  an  hundred  did 
contain  an  hundred  villages,  or,  as  some  say,  an 
hundred  plough-lands,  being  the  same  which  the 
Saxons  called  centred ;  the  which  centred,  as  I  find 
it  recorded  in  the  black-book  of  [the  Exchequer  of] 
Ireland,  did  contain  30  viUatat  terras  which  some 
call  quarten  of  Inod ;  and  every  villata  can  maintain 
400  cows  in  pasture,  and  tbe  400 cows  to  be  divided 
into  four  herds,  so  as  none  of  them  shall  come  near 
other  ;  every  villata  containing  18  plough-lands,  as 
is  there  set  down.  And  by  that  woich  I  have  read 
of  a  borough,  it  signitieth  a  free-town,  which  had  a 
principal  officer,  culed  a  bead-borough,  to  become 
rulfr,  and  undertake  for  all  the  dwellera  under  him, 
having  for  the  same,  franchises  and  privileges  granted 
them  by  the  king,  whereof  it  was  called  a  tree-bo- 
rough, and  of  thelawyere,  Fratiei  plenum, 

lRBN.-~Both  that  which  you  said,  Eudoxus,  is 
true,  and  yet  thst  which  1  say  not  untrue.  For  that 
which  you  spake  of  dividing  the  country  into  hun- 
dreds, was  a  division  of  the  lands  of  the  realm ;  but 
this  which  1  tell  was  of  the  people,  which  were  thus 
divided  by  the  pole  :  so  that  hundred  in  thia  sense 
signifieth  a  hundred  pledges,  which  were  under  the 
command  and  assurance  of  their  alderman  ;  the 
which  (as  1  suppose)  was  also  called  a  wapentake, 
so  named  of  touching  the  weapon  or  s^iear  of  their 
alderman,  and  swearing  to  follow  him  faithfully,  and 
serve  their  prince  truly.  But  others  think,  that  a 
wapentake  was  ten  hundreds  or  boroughs.  Like- 
wise a  borough,  as  I  here  use  it,  and  as  the  old  lews 
still  use,  is  not  a  borough-town,  as  they  now  call  it, 
that  is,  a  franchised  town  ;  but  a  main  pledge  of  a 
hundred  free  persons,  therefore  called  a  free  borough, 
or  (as  you  aaj)  Franei  pUgium,  For  Bcrh,  in  old 
Saxon,  eignifieth  a  pledge  or  surety ;  and  yet  it  is  so 
used  with  us  in  some  speeches  (as  Chaucer  saith) 
St.  John  to  Boroh,  that  is,  for  assurance  and  war- 
rantry. 

EuDox.  I  conceive  the  difference.  But  now  that 
yoo  have  thus  divided  the  people  into  these  ty  things 
and  hundreds,  bow  will  you  have  them  so  preserved 
and  continued  1  for  people  do  often  change  their 
dwelling-places*  and  somemustdie,  whilst  otbet  some 
do  grow  up  into  strength  of  yean,  and  become  men. 

la  EN. — ^'I'hese  hundreds  I  would  wish  to  assemble 
themselves  once  every  year  vrith  their  pledges,  and 
to  present  tliemselves  before  the  justices  of  the 
pesee,  which  shall  be  thereunto  appointed,  to  be 
anrveyed  and  numbered,  to  see  what  change  hath 
happened  since  the  year  before ;  and  the  defects  to 
snpply,  of  young  plants  late  grown  up,  the  which 
are  diligenUv  to  be  overlooked  and  viewed  of  what 
condition  and  demeanor  they  be,  ao  as  pledges  may 
be  taken  for  them,  and  they  put  into  order  of  some 
tf^thing.  Of  all  which  alterations,  notes  are  to  be 
taken,  and  books  made  thereof  accordingly. 

Etyooz^-Now,  methinks,  Irenensi  you  are  to  be 


warned  to  take  heed,  lest  unawares  you  fall  info  tna* 
inconvenience  which  you  formerly  found  fault  with 
in  othen ;  namely,  that  by  this  booking  of  them,yoa 
do  not  gather  them  into  a  new  head ;  ana  having 
broken  their  former  strength,  do  not  unite  them  more 
strongly  again.  For  every  alderman,  having  ail 
theae  firee  pledgee  of  his  hundred  under  his  com- 
mand, may,  methinks,  if  he  be  evil  disposed,  draw 
all  his  company  into  an  evil  action.  And  likewise 
by  this  assembling  of  them  once  a  year  unto  their 
alderman  by  their  wapentakes,  take  heed  lest  you 
also  give  them  occasion  and  means  to  practise  toge- 
ther in  any  conspiracies. 

Iren. — Neither  of  both  is  to  be  doubted ;  for  their 
aldermen  and  head-boroughs  will  not  be  such  men 
of  power  and  countenance  of  themselves,  being  to 
be  chosen  thereunto,  as  need  to  be  feared ;  neither 
if  he  were,  is  his  hundred  at  his  command,  further 
than  his  prince's  service ;  and  also  every  tything- 
man  may  control  him  in  such  a  case.  And  as  for 
the  assembling  of  the  hundred,  much  less  is  sny 
danger  thereof  to  be  doubted,  seeing  it  is  before 
some  justice  of  pesce,  or  some  high-constable, 
to  be  thereunto  appointed.  So  as  of  theae  ty  things, 
there  can  no  peril  ensue,  but  a  certain  assurance 
of  peace  and  great  good ;  for  they  are  thereby 
withdrawn  from  their  lords,  and  subjected  to  tbe 
prince.  Moreover,  for  the  better  bresking  of  these 
needs  and  septs,  which  (I  told  you)  was  one  of  the 
greatest  strengths  of  the  Irish,  metbinks  it  should 
be  ver^  well  to  renew  that  old  statute  which  was 
made  m  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth  in  Ireland, 
by  which  it  was  commanded,  that  whereas  all  men 
then  used  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  their  septs, 
according  to  the  several  nations,  and  had  no  sirnamea 
at  all ;  that  from  thenceforth  each  one  should  take 
upon  himself  a  several  simame,  either  of  his  trade 
and  faculty,  or  of  some  quality  of  his  body  or  mind, 
or  of  the  piece  where  he  dwelt ;  so  as  every  one 
should  be  distinguished  from  the  other,  or  from  the 
most  part,  whereby  they  ahall  not  only  not  depend 
upon  tbe  head  of  their  sept,  as  now  they  do,  but 
also  in  time  learn  quite  to  forget  his  Irish  nation. 
And  here  withal,  would  I  also  wish  all  tbe  O's  and 
the  Mac's,  which  the  beada  of  septs  have  taken  to 
their  names,  to  be  utterly  forbidden  and  extinguished. 
For  that  the  same  being  an  ordinance  (as  some  say) 
firat  made  by  O'Brien  tor  the  strengthening  of  the 
Irish,  the  abrogating  thereof  will  as  much  enfeeble 
them. 

EuDOX. — I  like  this  ordinance  very  well.  But 
now  that  you  have  thus  divided  and  distineuished 
them,  what  other  order  will  you  take  for  their  man- 
ner of  life  T 

Irbm. — ^The  next  thing  that  I  will  do,  shall  be,  to 
appoint  to  every  one  that  is  not  able  to  live  of  his 
freehold,  a  certain  trade  of  life,  to  which  he  shall 
find  himself  fittest,  and  shall  be  thought  ablest ;  the 
which  trade  he  shall  be  bound  to  follow,  and  live 
only  thereupon.  All  trades  therefore  are  to  be  un- 
derstood to  be  of  three  kinds,  manual,  intellectual, 
and  mixed.  The  first  containeth  all  such  as  need- 
eth  exercise  of  bodily  labour,  to  the  performance  of 
their  profeasion.  The  second,  consisting  only  of 
the  exercise  of  wit  and  reason.  The  third  sort, 
part  of  bodily  labour,  and  part  of  wit,  but  depend- 
ug  most  of  mdustry  and  carefulness.  Of  the  fint 
sort  be  all  handicraks  and  husbandry  labour.  Of 
the  second,  be  all  sciences,  and  tnose  which  be 
called  Uberel  arts.      Of  the  third,  is  merchsnuise 
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wad  ehtfiinr ;  that  U,  bayioi^  ud  MDingw  And 
witbovt  tU  tbete  Ibne  fitm  is  no  «wiinon wealth 
OB  ■hnost  ronnit,  or  at  the  laait  bo  porfeoL  Bat 
tho  raalni  of  Inland  wantoth  tha  moat  principal  of 
than,  diat  ia*  tho  intoHoctnal ;  thoralbro  in  aocking 
to  rafena  har  atato.  it  ia  apocialhr  to  bo  lookod  unto. 
Bat  boeanao  by  hoabandiy,  which  aopplioth  unto 
oa  all  diinga  noeeaaarj  for  food,  wo  cniofly  Uto  ; 
tharalbra  it  ia  first  to  bo  providod  for.  Tho  first 
thing  tharalbra  that  wo  ara  to  draw  thoao  now 
tithod  SMB  into,  ought  to  bo  hoabondrj  :  first,  bo- 
eottso  it  is  dio  most  eosj  to  be  learned,  needing 
only  tho  labour  of  tho  body.  Next,  becaoae  it  ia 
aaoot  general,  and  moat  noodinL  Then,  becaoae  it 
ia  moat  natural.  And  laatlT,  bocauae  it  is  most 
anemy  to  war,  and  oMMt  hatetfa  anquietaeaa :  as  the 
pootaaiih, 

— fifUssnerota  csiomi. 
For  bosbandry  being  tho  nurae  of  thrift,  and  tho 
danghtar  of  indnstry  and  labour,  detesteth  all  that 
may  work  her  acathe,  and  deatroy  the  travail  of  her 
handa,  whoeo  hope  is  all  her  liToa'  comfort  unto  the 
ploogh;  thorefora  ara  thoao  kern,  stocshs,  and 
borao-boya  to  be  drtTon  and  made  to  employ  that 
alJanoai  of  body  which  they  wera  wont  to  use  to 
theft  and  ▼iUaay,  henceforth  to  labour  and  industry. 
In  the  which,  by  that  time  they  hsTO  spent  but  a 
little  poin,  they  will  find  sucb  aweetness  and  biippy 
contentment,  that  they  will  afterwarda  hardlv  be 
haolod  away  from  it,  or  drawn  to  tbeir  wonted  lewd 
life  and  thierery  and  roguery.  And  being  once  thus 
inared  theraonto,  they  ara  not  only  to  be  coun- 
tenanced and  encouraged  by  all  good  means ;  but 
alao  prorided  that  their  cbiidran  after  tbem  may  be 
brought  up  likewise  in  the  same,  and  succeed  in  the 
rooma  of  tbeir  fatfaera.  To  which  end  there  is  a 
atatute  in  Ireland  already  well  prorided,  which 
oommandeth,  that  sll  the  sons  of  husbandmen  shall 
be  trained  up  in  their  fathere'  trades;  but  it  is  (God 
wot)  Tory  slenderly  executed. 

Evoox. — But  do  you  not  count  in  this  trade  of 
bttsbendry,  pasturing  of  csttle,  snd  keeping  of 
their  cows  ?  for  that  is  reckoned  aa  a  part  of  hua- 
bandry. 

Ibev^ — ^I  know  it  is,  and  needfully  to  be  used ; 
but  I  do  not  mean  to  allow  any  of  tboaeable  bodies, 
which  are  able  to  uae  bodily  labour,  to  follow  a  few 
cowa  giasing.  But  auch  impotent  persona,  as  being 
unable  for  atrong  tnTail,  are  yet  able  to  drive  cattle 
to  and  fro  to  their  pasture;  for  this  keeping  of 
cows,  is  of  itself  a  very  idle  life,  and  a  fit  nuraery 
for  a  thief.  For  which  cause  (you  remember) 
I  disliked  the  Irish  manner  of  keeping  of  boolies 
in  summer  upon  the  mountaina,  and  living  after 
that  aavage  aort.  But  if  they  will  algatea  feed 
many  cattle,  or  keep  them  on  the  mountains, 
let  them  make  aome  towna  near  to  the  moun- 
tains' side,  where  they  may  dwell  tosether  with 
neigbboun,  and  be  converaant  in  the  view  of 
the  world.  And  to  aay  truth,  though  Ireland 
be  by  nature  counted  a  great  aoU  of  imsture,  yet  had  I 
rather  have  fewer  cowa  kept,  and  men  better  man- 
nered, than  to  have  such  huge  incrsase  of  cattle,  and 
no  increaao  of  good  conditions.  I  would  therefore 
wish,  that  there  were  aome  ordinances  msde  smoogst 
them,  thst  whosoever  keepeth  twenty  kine,  should 
keep  a  plough  going,  for  otherwise  all  men  would 
lall  to  paaturage,  and  none  to  husbandry ;  which  is 
a  great  cause  of  this  desrth  now  in  £ngisnd,  and  a 
canao  of  the  usual  atealtha  in  Ireland :  for,  look  into 


I  all  ooantriea  that  Kvo  in  each  aort  by  hooping  of 
cattle,  and  yoa  ahall  find  that  they  are  both  voiy  bar- 
baroua  and  ondvil,  and  alao  greatly  given  to  w«r. 
The  Tartariaaa.  the  Mnacovitea,  the  Norwagians, 
the  Goths,  tho  Armenians,  and  many  other  do  wit- 
noaa  the  aame.  And,  therefore,  amoo  now  wo  par* 
poae  todraw  the  Irish  from  deaira  of  war  umT  to- 
multa,  tu  the  love  of  pooco  and  civility,  it  ia  ezpe* 
dient  to  ahridso  their  great  cnatom  of  haidaniog. 


anU  angmont   their  trade  of  tillage  and   bnaban- 
dry.     Aa  for  other  oocopotiona  and  tradea.    they 
need  not  be  onforood  to,  but  every  man  to  bo 
bound  only  to  fiallow  one  that  he  thinks  himaolf 
apteot  for.    For  other  tradeo  of  artifioen  will  be 
occupied  for  very  noceaaity,  and  constrained  use  of 
them ;  and  ao  likewiao  will  merchaodtee  for  tho  gain 
thereof:  but  learning  and  bringing  up  in  liberal 
sciences  will  not  come  of  itself,  but  must  he  drawn 
on  with  straight  laws  and  ordinancea.    And  thore- 
fora it  were  meet  that  such  aa  act  were  ordained, 
that  all  the  aona  of  lords,  gentlemen,  and  auch  othen 
aa  are  able  to  bring  them  up  in  learning,  ^uld  be 
trained  up  therein  ft-om  their  cljildhoods  ;  and  for 
that  end,  every  parish  should  be  forced  to  keep  a 
petty  acboolmaater  adjoining  unto  the  parish  church, 
to  be  the  more  in  view,  which  should  bring  up  their 
children  in  tho  firat  elemeota  of  letters ;  and  that  in 
every  country  or  barony,  they  ahould  keep  another 
able  Boboolmaater,  which  ahould  inatruct  them  in 
grammar,  and  in  the  principlea  of  sciencea,  to  whom 
they  ahould  be  compelled  to  send  their  yonUi  to  be 
disciplined ;  whereby  they  will  in  short  space  grow 
up  to  that  civil  conversatioo,  that  both  the  chtidreo 
will  loath  their  former  rudeoeas  in  which  they  were 
bred,  and  also  tbeir  parenta  will,  even  by  the  en- 
aample  of  their  young  children,  perceive  the  foulness 
of  tbeir  own  btthsviour,  compved  to  theirs.    For 
learainff  bath  that  wonderful  power  in  itself,  that  it 
can  Boften  and  temper  the  most  stem  and  aavage 
nature. 

E17DOX4— Sorely  I  am  of  your  mind,  that  nothing 
will  bring  them  m>m  their  uncivil  life  aooner  than 
learning  and  discipline,  next  after  the  knowledge 
and  fear  of  Gon.  And  therefore  I  do  atill  expect 
that  you  should  come  thereunto,  and  set  some  order 
for  reformation  of  religion,  which  is  firat  to  be 
respected;  sccording  to  the  saying  of  Cbrist, 
*'  Seek  firat  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  the  righte> 
ousness  thereof." 

Irbn. — I  have  in  mind  bo  to  do ;  but  let  me  (I 
pray  you)  fint  finish  that  which  I  had  in  hand, 
whereby  all  the  ordinancea  which  shall  afterwards 
be  set  for  religion,  may  abide  the  more  firmly,  and  be 
observed  more  diligently.  Now  that  this  people  is 
thus  tithed  and  ordered,  and  every  one  bound  unto 
some  honest  trade  of  life,  which  shall  be  particularly 
entered  and  aet  down  in  the  tithing-book ;  yet  per- 
h^M  there  will  be  some  stragglen  and  runagates, 
which  will  not  of  themselves  come  in,  and  yield 
themselves  to  this  order;  and  yet  after  tho  well 
finishing  of  the  present  war,  and  eatabliahing  of  the 
garrisons  in  all  strong  places  of  the  country,  where 
their  wonted  refuge  wss  most,  I  suppose  tnere  wiU 
few  stand  out ;  or  if  they  do,  they  will  shortly  bo 
brought  in  by  the  ean.  But  yet  afterwarda^  lest 
any  one  of  them  should  swerve,  or  any  that  is  tied 
to  a  trade,  ahould  afterwards  not  follow  tho  aamoa 
according  to  this  institution,  but  should  single  up 
and  down  the  country,  or  mich  in  comevs  amoogol 
their  friends  idly,  aa  carrowes,  bards,  jaateray  and  anch 
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like :  I  would  wuli  that  a  pcoyoit-marihal  should  be 
appointed  in  eireiy  ihire,  wbich  should  cootioaally 
walk  about  the  eoantry,  with  half  a  dozen,  or  half  a 
iicore  horsemen,  to  take  up  such  loose  persons  as  they 
should  find  thus  wandering,  whom  he  should  punish 
hv  his  own  authority,  with  such  pains  as  the  person 
sbsU  seem  to  deierve :  for  if  he  but  once  so  taken 
idly  loguing,  he  may  punish  him  more  lightly,  as  with 
stocks,  or  such  like ;  but  if  be  be  found  again  so  loiter- 
ing, he  may  scourge  him  with  whips,  or  rods  ;  after 
which,  if  he  be  again  taken,  let  him  haye  the  bitter- 
ness of  martial  law.  Likewise  if  any  relics  of  the 
old  lebeUion  be  found  bv  any,  that  either  hare  not 
come  in  and  submitted  themselves  to  the  law,  or  that 
having  once  come  in,  do  break  forth  again,  and  walk 
disordeii^,  let  them  tsste  of  the  same  cup  in  God*8 
nsme ;  for  it  was  due  to  Aem  for  their  first  guilt ; 
and  now  bein^  revived  by  theb  latter  looseness,  let 
them  have  their  first  desert,  ss  now  being  found  un- 
fit to  live  in  the  commoowealth. 

Euooz^ — ^This  were  a  good  ordinance :  but  me- 
thinks  it  is  an  unnecessary  charge,  and  also  unfit  to 
continue  the  nsme  or  form  of  any  martial  law,  when- 
as  there  is  a  proper  officer  already  appointed  for  these 
turns,  to  wit,  the  sheriff  of  the  shire,  whose  peculiar 
office  it  is  to  walk  up  and  down  his  bailiwick,  as 
you  would  have  a  marshal,  to  snatch  up  all  those 
runagates  and  unprofitable  members,  and  to  bring 
them  to  his  gaol  to  be  punished  for  the  same. 
Therefore  this  may  well  be  spared. 

lasM. — Not  so,  methinks ;  for  though  the  sheriff 
hsve  this  suthority  of  himself  to  take  up  all  such 
stragglers,  and  imprison  them,  yet  shall  he  not  do  so 
much  good,  nor  work  thst  terror  in  the  hearts  of 
them,  that  a  marshal  will,  whom  they  shsU  know  to 
have  power  of  life  and  death  in  such  esses,  snd  es« 
pecisUy  to  be  sppointed  for  them.  Neither  doth  it 
Linder  that,  but  that  though  it  pertain  to  the  sheriff, 
the  sheriff  msy  do  therein  what  he  can,  and  yet 
the  marshal  may  walk  his  course  besides ;  for  both 
of  them  msy  do  the  more  good,  and  more  terrify  the 
idle  rogue ;  knowing,  that  though  he  have  a  watch 
upon  the  one,  yet  he  may  'light  upon  the  other.  But 
this  proviso  is  needful  to  be  had  in  this  case,  that 
the  sneriff  msynot  have  the  like  power  of  life  as 
the  marshal  hath,  and  as  heretofore  they  have  been 
accustomed ;  for  it  is  dangerous  to  give  power  of 
life  into  the  hands  of  him  which  may  have  benefit 
by  the  party's  desth :  ss,  if  any  loose  liver  hsve  sny 
goods  of  his  own,  the  sheriff  is  to  seise  thereupon  ; 
wliereby  it  hath  come  to  pass,  that  some  who  have 
not  deserved  iudgment  of  death,  though  otherwise 
perhsps  offending,  hsve  been  for  their  goods*  sake 
caught  up,  and  canied  straight  to  the  bough ;  a  thing 
indeed  very  pitiful  and  horrible.  Therefore  by  no 
means  I  would  hsve  the  sheriff  have  such  suthority, 
Bor  Yet  to  imprison  that  loael  till  the  sessions  ;  tor 
ao  all  goals  miff  ht  soon  be  filled :  but  to  send  him  to 
the  marshal,  who  eflsoons  finding  him  faulty,  ahall 
giTe  him  meeteomotion,  and  ssnd  him  away  forth- 
with. 

Etfoo&r— I  do  now  peroeive  your  reason  well. 
But  come  we  now  to  that  whereof  we  erst  spake  | 
I  neaOf  to  religion  and  religious  men :  what  order 
willyoo  sec  amongst  them? 

Iftnr^^For  religioo,  little  have  1  to  ssy,  myself 
bmng  (ss  I  asid)  not  professed  therein,  snd  itself 
being  but  one,  so  as  there  is  but  one  way  thereiu  ;  for 
that  which  is  true  onl^  is,  and  the  rest  is  not  st  all. 
Yet  Sa  pIsBtag  of  nligioo«  thai  much  is  needful  to 


be  observed,  thst  it  be  not  sought  forcibly  to  be  inr* 
pressed  into  them  with  terror  snd  sbsrp  penalties* 
as  now  b  the  manner ;  but  rather  delivered  and  in- 
timated with  mildness  and  gentleness,  so  as  it  may 
not  be  hated  before  it  be  understood,  snd  their  pro- 
fessors despised  snd  rejected.     And  therefore  it  is 
expedient,  thst  some  discreet  ministers  of  their  own 
countrymen  be  sent  over  smongst  them,  which  by 
their  meek  persuasions  snd  instructions,  ss  slso  by 
their  sober  lives  snd  conversations,  msy  draw  them 
first  to  understand,  and  afterwards  to  embrace,  the 
doctrine  of  their  sslvation.    For  if  that  the  ancient 
godly  fathers,  which  first  converted  them  when  they 
were  infidels,  to  the  faith,  were  able  to  pull  them 
(    from  idolatry  and   paganism,  to  the  true  belief  in 
Christ,  ss  St.  Pstrick  and  St  Columb ;  how  much 
more  easily  sbsll  godlv  teachers  bring  them  to  the 
true  understanding  of  thst  which  they  already  pro- 
fessed Y  wherein  it  is  greet  wonder  to  see  the  odds 
which  is  between  the  seal  of  popish  priests,  snd  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel ;  for  Uiey  spare  not  to  ccme 
out  of  Spein,  from  Rome,  and  firom  Hemes,  by  long 
toil,  and  dangerous  travelling  hither,  where  tliey 
know  peril  of  death  awaiteth  them,  and  no  reward 
or  riches  is  to  be  found,  only  to  draw  the  people 
unto  the  church  of  Rome:  whereas  some  of  our 
idle  ministers,  having  a  way  for  credit  aad  estima- 
tion thereby  opened  unto  them,  and  having  the  liv- 
ings of  the  country  offered  unto  them,  without  psins, 
sod  without  peril,  will  neither  for  the  same,  nor  any 
love  of  God,  nor  seal  of  religion,  nor  for  all  the 
good  they  may  do,  by  winning  souls  to  God,  be 
drawn  forth  from  their  warm  nests>  to  look  out  into 
God's  hsrvest,  which  is  even  reedy  for  the  sickle, 
and  all  the  fields  yellow  long  ago.     Doubtless  those 
good  old  godly  fathers  will  (I  fesr  me)  rise  up  in 
ue  dsy  of  judgment  to  condemn  them. 

Euooz^—Surely  itis  grestpity,  Ireneus,  that  there 
arenonechosen  out  of  the  ministers  of  England,  good, 
sober,  and  discreet  men,  which  might  be  sent  over 
thither  to  teech  and  instruct  them ;  and  that  there 
ia  not  as  much  care  had  of  their  souls  ss  of  their 
bodies  ;  for  the  care  of  both  lieth  upon  the  prince. 

Ibbn. — Were  there  never  so  many  sent  over,  they 
should  do  small  food  till  one  enormity  be  taken  from 
them  ;  that  is,  that  both  they  be  restrained  from 
sending  their  young  men  abroad  to  other  universi- 
ties beyond  the  sea,  as  Remes,  Doway,  Lovain,  and 
the  like  ;  and  others  from  abroad,  be  restrained  from 
coming  in  to  them :  for  they  lurking  secretly  in  their 
houses,  snd  in  comers  of  toe  country,  do  more  hurt 
snd  hbdrance  to  religion  with  their  private  per- 
suasions, than  all  the  others  can  do  good  with  tneir 
public  instructions  ;  and  though  for  these  latter  there 
o9  a  good  statute  there  ordained,  yet  the  same  is  not 
executed :  and  ss  for  the  former,  there  is  no  law  nor 
order  for  their  restrsint  st  sll. 

EuDOXd — I  msrvel  it  is  no  better  looked  unto  f 
and  not  only  this,  but  thst  slso  which  I  remember 
yon  mentioned  in  your  abuses  concerning;  the  profits 
and  revenues  of  the  lands  of  fugitives  in  Irelsod ; 
i^hich  by  pretence  of  certain  oolourablecouTeyances 
are  aent  continually  over  unto  them,  to  the  comrort- 
ingofthem  and  others  against  her  majesty,  for  which 
here  in  England  there  is  good  order  taken ;  and  why 
not  then  as  well  in  Ireland  1  For  though  there  be 
no  statute  there  yet  enacted  therefore,  yet  might 
her  majesty  by  her  only  prerogative,  seise  the  fhuts 
snd  profits  of  those  fugitives*  lands  into  her  hands, 
till  they  come  over  to  testify  their  true  sUegisaoeb 
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iRBKiT— Indeed  she  might  ho  do,  but  the  combrons 
times  do  perhaps  hinder  the  regard  thereof,  and  of 
many  other  good  intentions. 

EuDoXd — But  why  then  did  they  not  mend  it  in 
peaceable  times? 

Irek^ — Leave  we  that  to  their  graTe  considera- 
tions ;  but  proceed  we  forward.  Next  care  in  re- 
ligion, is  to  botid  up  and  repair  all  the  ruined 
churches,  whereof  the  most  part  lie  eren  with  the 
ground ;  and  tome  that  have  been  lately  repaired, 
are  so  unhandsomely  patched,  and  thatched,  that  men 
do  eren  shun  the  places  for  the  uncomeliness  thereof 
Therefore  I  would  wiflh  that  there  were  order  taken 
to  have  them  built  in  some  better  form,  according  to 
the  churches  of  England ;  for  the  outward  show, 
assure  yourself,  doth  greatly  draw  the  rude  people 
to  the  rererencing  and  frequenting  thereof,  whaterer 
■ome  of  our  late  too  nice  fools  say,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  seemly  form  and  comely  onier  of  the  church. 
And  for  the  keeping  and  continuing  them,  there 
should  likewise  churchwardens  of  the  gravest  men 
in  the  parish  be  appointed,  as  they  be  here  in  Eng- 
land, which  should  take  the  yearly  charge  both 
hereof,  and  also  of  the  school-houses,  which  I  wish 
to  be  built  near  the  said  churches ;  for  maintenance 
of  both  which,  it  were  meet  that  some  small  portion 
of  lands  were  allotted,  sith  no  more  mortmains  are  to 
be  looked  for. 

EvDOXw — Indeed,  methinks,  it  would  be  so  con- 
venient ;  but  when  all  is  done,  how  wiU  you  have 
your  churches  served,  and  your  ministers  main- 
tained ?  since  the  livings,  as  yon  say,  are  not  suf- 
ficient scarce  to  make  them  gowns,  much  less  to 
yield  meet  maintenance,  according  to  the  dignity  of 
their  degree. 

Irsn. — ^There  is  no  way  to  help  that,  but  to  lay 
two  or  three  of  them  together,  undl  such  time  aa  the 
country  grow  more  rich  and  better  inhabited ;  at 
which  time  the  tithes  and  other  obventions  will  also 
be  more  augmented  and  hetter  valued.  But  now 
that  we  have  thus  gone  through  all  the  three  sorts 
of  trades,  and  set  a  course  for  their  good  establish- 
ment, let  us,  if  it  please  you,  go  next  to  some  other 
needful  points  of  public  matters,  no  less  concerning 
the  good  of  the  ooamionwealth,  Uiough  but  accident- 
ally depending  on  the  former.  And  first,  I  wish 
that  order  were  taken  for  the  catting  and  opening  of 
all  places  through  woods :  so  that  a  wide  way,  of  the 
•pace  of  one  hundred  yards,  might  be  laid  open  in 
every  of  them,  for  the  safetyof  travellers,  which  use 
often  in  such  perilous  places  to  be  robbed,  and  some- 
times murdered.  Next,  that  bridges  were  built 
upon  the  rivers,  and  all  the  fords  marred  and  spilt, 
so  as  none  might  pass  any  other  way  but  by  those 
bridges,  and  every  bridge  to  have  a  gate  and  a  gate- 
house set  thereon ;  whereof  this  good  will  come, 
that  no  night  stealUis,  which  are  commonly  driven 
in  by-ways,  snd  by  blind  fords  unused  of  any  but 
such  like,  shall  not  be  conveyed  out  of  one  country 
into  another,  as  they  use,  but  they  must  pass  by 
those  bridges,  where  they  may  either  be  haply  en- 
eonntered,  or  easily  tracked,  or  not  suffered  to  pass 
at  all,  by  means  of  those  gate-houses  thereon.  Also 
that  in  all  straighta  and  narrow  passages,  as  between 
two  boga,  or  through  any  deep  ford,  or  under  any 
mountsm  side,  there  should  be  some  little  fortflage, 
or  wooden  castle  set,  which  should  keep  and  com- 
mand that  straight,  whereby  any  rebels  that  should 
coooe  into  the  country  might  be  stopped  that  way,  or 
fMKM  with  great  periL    Moreover,  that  all  highways 


should  be  fenced  and  shut  up  on  both 

only  for^  foot  breadth  for  passage,  so  aa  i 

be  able  to  pass  but  through  the  nigbwajs  ;  wbeteby 

thieves  and  night-robbers  might  be  tbe  man  easily 

pursued  and  encountered^  when  there  dmll  be  no 

other  way  to  drive  their  stoten  cattle,  bvt  tbarem, 

as  I  formerly  declared.    Further,  that  then  should 

be  in  sundry  convenient  plaeea  by  the  highways, 

towns  appointed  to  be  built ;  the  wfaicfa  abould  be 

free  boroughs,  and   incorponle  under  baiKfils,  to  be 

by  their  inhabitants  well  and  atrongly  intxeneh^d, 

or  otherwise  fenced  with  gates  on  each  side  tber^ove, 

to  be  shut  nightly,  like  as  there  b  in  asaay  places  in 

the  English  pale ;  and  all  tbe  ways  abo«t  it  to  be 

atrongly  shut  op,  so  as  none  ahould  pass  but  throogh 

those  towns.    To  some  of  which  it  were  good  that 

the  privilege  of  a  market  were  given,  the  rather  to 

strengthen  and  enable  them  to  their  defence  ;    far 

there  ia  nothing  doth  sooner  cause  civility  in  aar 

country  than  many  market  towns,  by  reesoB  dMt 

people  repairing  often  thither  for  their  needs,  wiQ 

daily  see  and  learn  civil  manners  of  tbe  better  amt. 

Besides,    there    is    nothing    doth  more  stay  mad 

strengthen  the  country,  than  such  corporate  towna^ 

ss  by  proof  in  many  rebellions  hath  appeared ;  ia 

which  when  all  the  countries  have  swerved,  the 

towns  have  stood  hat,  and  yielded  good  relief  to  the 

soldiere  in  all  occasions  of  services.    And  lastly, 

there    is  indeed    nothing  doth    more  enridi  any 

countiT  or  realm,  than  many  towns ;  for  to  them 

will  all  the  people  draw  and  bring  Uie  firuits  of  their 

trades,  as  well  to  make  m<»ey  of  them,  as  to  sopply 

their  needful  uses ;  and  the  countrymen  wiB  also  be 

more  industrious  in  tillage,  and  rearing  of  all  hos- 

bandry  commodities,  knowing  that  they  ahall  have 

ready  sale  for  them  at  those  towna.    And  in  bB 

those   towns,  should    there   be    oonvenicat    inna 

erected  for  the  lodging  and  harboorinr  of  travdlcn* 

which    are  now   oftentimes   spoiled    by  lodging 

abroad  in  weak  thatched  bonsea,  for  want  oi  aoeh 

safe  places  to  shroud  them  in. 

EuDox^ — But  what  profit  shall  your  market  towns 
reap  of  their  market,  whenaa  eadi  one  may  sell 
their  com  and  cattle  abroad  in  the  eonntry,  and 
make  their  secret  bargains  amoogat  themselvs,  as 
now  I  understsnd  they  use  t 

InxN. — Indeed,  Endoxns,  they  do  so,  snd  there* 
by  no  smsll  inconvenience  doth  rise  to  the  ooBmon* 
wealth :  for  now  when  any  one  hath  stolen  a  cow  or 
a  garron,  he  may  secretly  sell  it  in  the  country 
without  privity  of  any ;  whereas  if  he  broo^ht 
it  to  a  market  town,  it  would  perhaps  be  known 
and  the  thief  discovered.  Therefore,  it  were  good 
that  a  straight  ordinance  were  made,  that  none  abouhl 
buy  or  sell  sny  cattle,  but  in  aome  open  market 
(there  being  now  market  towns  every  where  at  hand  ) 
upon  a  great  penalty.  Neither  should  they  hkewiae 
buy  sny  com,  to  eeil  the  same  again,  unkes  it  were 
to  make  malt  thereof;  for  by  such  engroaaing  and 
rcgrating,  we  see  the  dearth  that  now  oommonlT 
reig^eth  here  in  England,  to  have  been  canaeJ. 
Hereunto  also  is  to  be  added  that  good  ordinsnce, 
which,  I  remember,  was  once  proclaimed  throogb- 
ont  all  Ireland ;  that  all  men  ahould  mark  their  cat- 
tle with  an  open  several  mark  upon  their  flanks  or 
buttocks,  so  as  if  they  happened  to  he  stolen,  dtey 
might  appear  whose  they  were,  and  they  which 
should  buy  them,  might  thereby  suspect  tbe  owi.er, 
and  be  warned  to  abstain  from  buying  them  of  a 
suspected  person,  with  such  an  unknown 
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EuDOz. — Surely  these  ordinances  seem  very  expe- 
dient, bat  specially  that  of  free  towns,  of  which  I 
wonder  theie  is  so  small  store  in  Ireland,  and  that  in 
the  first  ptfopling  and  planting  thereof,  they  were 
neglected  and  omitted. 

Iren. — ^They  were  not  omitted,  for  there  were 
through  all  places  of  the  country  convenient,  many 
good  towns  seated ;  which  tlirough  that  inundation 
of  the  Irish,  which  I  first  told  von  of,  were  utterly 
wasted  and  defaced,  of  which  tne  ruins  are  yet  in 
many  places  to  be  seen,  and  of  some  no  sign  at  aU 
remaining,  save  only  their  bare  names,  but  their  seats 
are  not  to  be  found. 

EuooZd — But  bow  then  cometh  it  to  pass,  that 
tbey  have  never  since  been  recovered,  nor  their  habi- 
tations re-edified,  as  of  the  rest,  which  have  been  no 
less  spoiled  and  wasted  T 

Irzn. — ^The  cause  thereof  was,  for  that  after  their 
desolation  they  were  begged  by  gentlemen,  of  the 
kings,  under  colour  to  repair  them,  and  gather  the 
poor  reliques  of  the  people  again  together ;  of  whom 
oaving  obtained  them,  they  were  so  far  from  re-edi- 
fying of  them,  as  that  by  all  means  they  have  endea- 
Toured  to  keep  Uiem  waste ;  lest  that  being  repaired, 
Uieir  charters  might  be  renewed,  and  their  burgesses 
restored  to  rheir  lands,  which  they  had  now  in  their 
possession  ;  much  like  as  in  those  old  monuments  of 
abbeys  and  religious  houses,  we  see  them  likewise 
use  to  do.  For  which  cause  it  is  judged  that  king 
Henry  VIII.  bestowed  them  upon  them,  conceiving 
that  tnereby  they  ahould  never  «be  able  to  ride  again. 
And  even  so  do  these  lords,  in  these  poor  old  corpo- 
rste  towns^of  which  I  could  name  divers,  but  for 
kindling  of  displeasure.  Therefore,  as  I  wished 
many  corporate  towns  to  be  erected,  so  would  I  again 
wish  them  to  be  free,  not  depending  upon  the  ser- 
vice, nor  under  the  command  or  any  but  the  governor. 
And  being  so,  they  will  both  strengthen  all  the  country 
round  about  them,  which  by  their  means  will  be  the 
better  replenished  and  enriched ;  and  also  be  as  con- 
tinual holds  for  her  majesty,  if  the  people  should 
rerolt  or  break  out  again ;  for  without  such  it  is  easy 
to  forage  and  overrun  the  whole  land.  Let  be  for 
eosample  all  those  free  boroughs  in  the  low  countries, 
which  are  now  all  the  strength  thereof.  These  and 
other  like  ordinances  mieht  be  delivered  for  the  good 
eetabliahment  of  the  realm,  after  it  is  once  subdued 
and  reformed,  in  which  it  might  afterwards  be  very 
easily  kept  and  maintained,  with  small  care  of  the 
governors  and  council  there  appointed,  so  as  it  should 
in  short  space  yield  a  plentiful  revenue  to  the  crown 
of  England,  which  now  doth  but  suck  and  con- 
sume ihe  treasure  thereof,  through  those  unsound 
plots  and  changeful  orders,  which  are  daily  devised 
tor  her  good,  yet  never  effectually  prosecuted  or  per- 
formed. 

EuDox. — But  in  all  this  your  discourse,  I  have  not 
marked  any  thing  by  you  spoken,  touching  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  principal  officer,  to  whom  yon  wish 
the  charge  and  performance  of  all  this  to  be  com- 
mitted. Only  I  observed  some  foul  abuses  by  you 
noted  in  some  of  the  late  governors  ;  the  reformation 
whereof  you  left  off,  for  this  present  place. 

Irbn. — I  delight  not  to  lay  open  the  blames  of 
great  magistrates  to  the  rebuke  of  the  world,  and 
Uierefore  their  reformation  I  will  not  meddle  with, 
but  leave  unto  the  wisdom  of  greater  heads  to  be 
considered :  only  thus  much  I  will  speak  generally 
thereof,  to  satisfy  your  desire,  that  the  government, 
and  chief  magistracy,  I  wish  to  continue  as  it  doth , 


to  wit,  that  it  be  ruled  by  a  lord  deputy  or  justice, 
for  that  it  is  a  very  safe  kind  of  role ;  but  there- 
withal I  wish,  that  over  him  there  were  placed  also 
a  lord  lieutenant  of  some  of  the  g^reatest  personages 
in  England :  such  a  one  I  could  name,  upon  whom 
the  eye  of  all  England  is  fixed,  and  our  last  hopes 
now  rest ;  who  being  intituled  with  that  dignity, 
and  being  here  always  resident,  may  back  and  de- 
fend the  good  course  of  that  government  against  all 
maligners,  which  else  will  urough  their  cunning 
worlang  underhand,  deprave  and  pull  back  whatever 
thing  shall  be  begun  or  intended  there,  as  we  com- 
monly see  by  experience  at  this  day,  to  the  utter 
ruin  and  desolation  of  that  poor  realm.  And  this 
lieutenancy  ahould  be  no  discountenancing  of  the 
lord  deputy,  but  rather  a  strengthening  of  all  his 
doings :  for  now  the  chief  evil  in  that  government 
is,  that  no  governor  is  suffered  to  go  on  with  any 
one  course,  but  upon  the  least  information  here,  of 
this  or  that,  he  is  either  stopped  and  crossed,  or 
other  courses  sppointed  him  from  hence  which  be 
shall  run,  which  how  inconvenient  it  is,  is  at  this 
hour  too  well  felt.  And  therefore  this  should  be 
one  principle  in  the  sppointing  of  the  lord  deputy's 
authority,  that  it  should  be  more  ample  and  absolute 
than  it  ui,  and  that  he  should  have  uncontrolled 
power,  to  do  anything  that  he,  with  the  advisement 
of  the  council,  should  think  meet  to  be  done :  for 
it  is  not  possible  for  the  council  here,  to  direct  a  go- 
vernment there,  who  shall  be  forced  oftentimes  to 
follow  the  necessity  of  present  actions,  and  to  take 
the  sudden  advantage  of  time,  which  being  once 
lost,  will  not  be  recovered  ;  whilst  through  expect- 
ing direction  from  hence,  the  delays  whereof  are 
oftentimes  through  other  greater  affairs  most  irksome, 
the  opportunities  there  in  the  mean  time  pass  away 
and  great  danger  of^en  groweth,  which  by  such 
timely  prevention  might  easily  be  stopped.  And  this  (I 
remember)  is  worthily  observed  by  Machiavel  in  bis 
discourses  upon  lavy,  where  he  commendeth  the 
manner  of  the  Romans'  government,  in  giving  abso- 
lute power  to  all  their  counsellors  and  governors, 
which,  if  they  abused,  tliey  should  afterwards  dearlv 
answer.  And  the  contrary  thereof,  he  reprehendetn 
in  the  States  of  Venice,  of  Florence,  and  many  other 
principal itiea  of  Italy,  who  use  to  limit  their  chief 
officers  so  strictly,  as  that  thereby  they  have  often- 
times lost  such  happy  occasions,  as  they  could  never 
come  unto  again ;  the  like  whereof,  whoso  hath 
been  converaant  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  hath 
too  often  seen,  to  their  great  hindrance  and  hurt. 
Therefore,  this  i  could  wi^h  to  be  redressed  ;  and 
yet  not  so,  but  that  in  particular  things  he  should  be 
restrsined,  though  not  in  the  general  government, 
as.  namely,  in  this,  that  no  offices  should  be  sold  by 
the  lord  deputy  for  money,  nor  no  pardons,  nor  no 

{»rotections  bought  for  reward,  nor  no  behoves  taken 
or  captainries  of  counties,  nor  no  shares  of  bishop- 
rics for  nominating  of  bishops,  nor  no  forfeitures 
nor  dispensations  with  penal  statutes  given  to  theii 
servants  or  friends,  nor  no  selling  of  licenses  for 
transportation  of  prohibited  wares,  and  apecially  of 
com  and  fiesh,  with  many  the  like,  which  need  some 
manner  of  restraint,  or  else  very  great  trust  in  tha 
honourable  disposition  of  the  lord  deputy. 

Thus  I  have,  Eudoxus,  as  briefly  as  1  could,  and 
as  my  memory  would  serve  me,  run  through  the 
state  of  that  whole  country,  both  to  let  you  see  what 
it  now  is,  and  also  what  it  may  be  by  good  care  and 
amendment.   Not  that  I  take  upon  me  to  change  the 
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poKcf  of  flo  gvMt  »  kingdom,  or  praooribo  raloo  to 
•nob  wise  moo  u  have  tho  handlmg  theiieof ;  but 
only  to  show  yea  tho  orils  wbiob,  in  my  unall  ok- 
perienoe,  I  hmw  oboenred  to  bo  tho  cbka  hindranco 
of  tbe  raformttion,  and  by  way  of  oonferonoa,  to  de- 
clare my  simple  Ofnnion  for  the  redreas  tberaof,  and 
eatablianing  a  good  eoorse  for  goremment,  whioh  I 
do  not  deliTer  as  a  perfect  plot  of  mine  own  ioTon- 
tion,  to  be  only  followed ;  but  aa  I  have  learned  and 
understood  tbe  same»by  tlie  eonsultatioos  and  aetiona 
of  TOiy  wiae  goTemora  and  oounsellors,  whom  I 
have,  sometimes,  heard  treat  hereof;  so  hsTO  I 
thonght  good  to  Mt  down  a  xamembranee  of  them 
ftn  mj  own  goody  nd  your  aatiiftotion,  that  whoao 


list  to  oveilook  them,  slthoogh,  peihaps,  much 
wiser  than  they  which  ha^e  Urns  adriied  of  that 
state,  vet,  at  least,  bjf  comparison  hereof,  may,  per- 
haps, better  his  own  judgment,  snd  by  the  light  of 
others  foregoing  him,  may  follow  after  with  aoere 
ease,  and  haply  find  a  fairer  way  therennto,  than 
they  whioh  baTO  gone  before. 

fuBOZw— I  thank  yoo,  Ireoeos,  for  this  your 
gentle  pains,  withal  not  forgetting  now,  in  the  uint- 
ting  up,  to  put  you  in  mind  of  that  wldoh  yoo  have 
formerly  half  promited,  that  hereafter,  when  we 
aball  meet  again  upon  the  like  good  occasion,  yon 
will  declsre  unto  us  those  your  obeerrationa  which 
yoa  hare  gathered,  of  the  antiqniiiea  of  Ireland 
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A. 

Abaci,m  the  two  old  qiiartos  ;  but 
in  the  folios  AboMg.  to  lower, 
to  let  fall 

Abandt  to  abandoa 

Abash,  to  ternfjr,  make  ashamed. 

A  ben,  to  bear,  carrj,  demean, 
behave 

Abti,  to  vindicate,  and.  to  maiu- 
tiin 

Atidg,  Aby,  Abydt,  to  abide,  suf- 
fer, endure 

Abfeeted^  thrown  down 

Abod§,  stajmg,  or  dela^ 

Abraid,  awake,  awoke 

Abray  out  of  tUep,  raise,  awake. 
Abrayd,  awaked 

AbuMion,  fraud,  abuse 

Abye,  abide  by 

Accioy,  to  cloy,  fill  up.  Ae^oyes, 
chokes  up,  fills  up 

Accorag9,  to  encourage 

According,  granting 

AccoiU,  to  approacD 

Accofting,  in  nlconry,  to  crouch  or 
stoop 

Aecoupt,  tell  orer 

Accoy*d,  soothed,  appeased 

AceoyUd,  stood  around,  gathered 
together. 

Aecrewed,  increased,  united,  col- 
lected 

Achata,  1st  and  Sd  quartos.  The 
folios  Co/ef ,  t,  s.  provisions. 

Aeqiiii,  released 

Arratet,  intemperance 

Adaw,  to  daunt.  Sometimes  sig- 
nifies to  abate 

Addtmt,  adjud{^,  deem 

Addreu,  to  dress,  prepare,  order, 
make  ready 

Admitwiet,  admiration 

Ado$,  business 

Adore,  for  adorn 

Adorm  (substantively),  odoming, 
ornament 


Adredd,  Adrad^  frightened,  to  be 
afraid,  to  dread 

Advance,  to  hasten,  to  set  forward 

Advaunce,  to  recommend 

Advaunced,  incited,  inflamed, 

Advewedf  considered 

Advite,  to  consult,  deliberate,  con- 
sider 

Advitement,  counsel,  advice,  cir- 
cumspection 

Adward,  award,  judgment,  sen- 
tence 

Aery,  a  hawk*s-nest 

Affeare,  to  frighten 


jQtct,  afiiBction,  passion 
Afff 


f^rap,   to  encounter,  to    strike 

down 
Affray,  terror,  tumult,  To  Affray, 

to  terrify 
Affrended,  made  friends 
Affret,  rencounter,    hasty  meet- 
ing 
Affronting     opposing    front     to 

front ;  meetine  fsoe  to  face 
Affy^  betroth.    Afidt,  betrothed, 

affianced. 
Aggrace,  favour,  kindness 
Aggrate,  to  gratifv,  to  please 
Agkakt,  frighteneo,  astonished 
Agtett,  see  AyguteU 
Agraste,  did  so  muc^  aggrace ; 

showed    so  much    grace  and 

favour 
AgrUe^  to  dread  and  fear  greatly  ; 

to  astonish,  to  give  abhorrence 
Aguite^  to  put  on  an  appearance ; 

to  set  off  sfter  a  new  manner 
Albe,  albeit,  although 
Algatet,  by  all  means,  any  way, 

wholly,  nevertheless 
AU,  altogether,  wholly ;  also  used 

for  although 
AUa  Turchetca,  in    the  Turkish 

manner 
AUegc,  alleviate,  lighten 


AUeggeauna,    alleviation,    ease 
comfort 

AUw,  howling,  lamentation 

Aloqfe,  at  some  disiance 

Alow,  low ;  the  a  added 

AU,  also 

AmatnCt  with  vehemence 

Auuite.  1.  to  subdae,  to  daunt, 
to  distress,  to  terrify.  2.  To 
associate  with,  to  keep  com- 
pany 

Amiund,  fined 

Amenage,  manage,  carriage 

Amenaunce,  carriage,  behaviour 

Amis,  apparel,  garment 

Amoves,  moves ;  the  particle  a  is 
added 

Annoyes^  annoyances,  injury, mis- 
chief, hurt 

Antieks,  antique  odd  figures  of 
men,  beasts,  birds,  &c. 

ApaU,  to  discourage,  daunt,  ter- 
rify 

Apay,  to  pay,  content,  satisfy 
require 

Appeadt,  impeach,  accuse,  cen- 
sure 

AppeU,  it  seems  to  be  used  for 
aectue 

Arabic  or  Araby,  Arabia 

Arborett,  a  flowering  shrub 

Arcad,  Ar^  cd,  show,  advise,  de- 
clare, tell 

Areare,  backwards ;  a  lagging  or 
backward  pace 

Areeds,  advices,  discourses 

Artw,  in  a  row  togetlier,  all  to- 
gether 

Arkc,  cheat  or  coffer 

Arraught,  did  reoch,  seize  on  •, 
reached,  snatched,  seuea 

Array,  order,  apparel,  dress 

Arere,  backward 

Arret,    sometimes      signifies  de* 
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Aikmmet^  to  look  uktaem,  on- 
rwnulff  obUqaol/,  sidewmys, 
mwiy 

AUakt,  to  mppoMO 

AtpteUf  ■ppeumocM 

Auujf,  pioofp  trial,  •ttomptftttack 

AmeUs^  to  Iroe,  to  qait,  Atuiied, 
mbtolYod,  discharged 

Amti,  to  boiot,  deceiTOi  inaka  • 
fool  of 

Atmttad,  atvpified 

Amfndf  marked  out 

iOtert.  toatartla 

Atlmtd,  Aitoumd^  aatoniahod 

Aukimjnmu,  aotarpriaa,  or  per- 
formaooo 

At  tunt,  instantly 

ilte,  didaat 

Atime,  u  c  frienda  again ;  at  one ; 
Atmed,  reconciled 

Attadu,  apprehended,  laid  bold  on 

Attaint,  it  did  attaint ;  it  seemed 
to  absorb  it,  and  to  put  it  out 
bj  ita  snperjor  splendoar 

Attgmpt^i  tempter 

AttentM^  most  heedfully 

Atutnce,  once  for  all ;  at  one  and 
the  same  time 

jlttams,  bereared,  taken  away  alto- 
gether 

Attraptf  Attnfptdf  adorned 

iffwtfiiy  between 

AvaUf  to  lower,abate,  bring  down, 
descend 

Avauntmg^  Taunting,  the  a  super- 
added. Aooordinjj^  to  Hughe* 
it  signifies  adTanciug 

Avenge,  yengeance.  Avengtmtnt, 
revenge 

Ai€ntured,  it  seems  to  be  of  the 
same  signification  with  eovc'^ed 

Aviu,  Avyte,  AvUe^  to  perceire, 
to  consider.  To  behold,  to  ob- 
serre,  to  be  sensible  o£  Hughet 

Avow,  oonfession,  acknowledg- 
ment 

Auma^id^  enamelled 

Awnrntd,  warned,  premonished 
wilbd|ie,  to  astonish,  to  terrify 
.erer 

^ygtdtu,  tagged  points 


Beef,  low,  the  lower  parts,  the 
bottom 

Bad,  asked,  entreated,  prayed 

Bafuid,  balBed,  beat,  defeated 

BaHie,  power,  a  limit,  a  bound 

Baim,baDna 

fioutaiatiu,  compliments,  respects 

Bsit,  evil,  mischief,  miseiy,  sor- 
row, burden 

Baltfyl,  soROwfol.  unfortunate, 
full  of  barm 

BaOoi,  to  disappoint,  baffle,  frus- 
trate 

BauntraU,  a  little  flag  worn  by 
knights  on  the  top  of  their 
lances 


Banna,  corses.  To  Ban,  to 
curse.    Boui,  did  curse 

Barbad,  emboasady  adorned  aa  the 
trappinga 

Bartei,  bossea  or  ornaments  in 
the  trappinga  of  a  horse 

BorMcBii,  an  outa^work,  gate,  or 
watch-tower 

Bam,  unto  the  boae,  below,  bot^ 
torn 

B  ifM,  a  ay  ooTcrinca  f(  r  ihe  'ar" 

Beam,  as.  Big  looka  baaen  wide, 

*    i.  f.  extended  as  with  wonder 

BtfMft,  a  helmet 

Batkid,  abaabed 

Besfaii,  wrought  altghtly,  aewed 

Bala,  dJA  heat,  HuAm.  Did  6ilt, 
Ufiaa 

BattiU,  to  grow  fot 

Bauldridt,  a  belt ;  Bauldridi  rftha 
heavent,  the  aodiac,  in  which 
are  the  twelve  signs 

Bay,  to  bark.  Faerie  Qneene, 
Book  i.  Canto  7,  Stanaa  3,  it 
aignifiea  to  bathe,  cheriah,  or 
foment.  To  hold  or  keep  at 
hay,  is  the  hunter's  phrase  of 
the  stag,  when  the  hounds  are 
hayings  or  barking  at  him 

Boyt,  toxest 

Bioeon,  a  raised  building  of  com- 
bustible matter,  to  be  fired  in 
order  to  give  notice  to  distant 
people  of  invasiona.  Vpton 

Beadmen,  prayer-men. 

BeadreU,  properly  a  catalogue  of 

1>rayers,  but  Uised  for  a  cata- 
ogue  in  general 
Bea-ni  Am,  affiont  him  to  his  fiue ; 

brave  him 
Beort,  abier 

Bmthed  injire,  hardened  in  the  fira 
Baovy,  a  company 
Baauperet,  cquala.  fiur  companiona 
Bed,  for  bid,  to  pray 
Bedight,  drrasea,  adorned 
Bedyde,  dyed 

Beared,  ameared  with  gore 
B^ved,  kept  within  bounda 
Beheit,  conunand 
Bekight,  or  behoie,  called,  named ; 

and  sometimea  bid,  promised, 

B^oofe,  conrenience 

Beiamay,  fair  friend 

Bc/anuwrv,  a  loTer 

Belayed^  laid  over 

Beidame,  (food  lady,  good  dame 

BeU-aeeeyUt,  fair  reception,  kind 
aalutation 

Beilgardty  beautiful  looka 

BeUibone,  fair  maid 

Bsads,  bars  placed  cross-ways,  a 
term  in  heraldry 

BcRSsipt,  bequeathed,  named 

Bent,  the  propensi^  or  inclina- 
tion ;  aometimea  yielding  or 
complying 

BtfMtf ,  rushea,  bent  grass ;  bul- 
rushes 


Bart,  aometimea  aignifiea  wcigot, 

preasnre,  or  bearing 
BmoM,  to  berearo,  to  take  away 
Beeeek,  beseech 
BeaiiRi,  to  become,  to  grace,  to 

lookaeemlr 
BcstM,  istU  team,  t. «.  coortcey, 

beating  a  good  aspect,  hand- 
some treatment 
Banti,  becomes, 

Beeprint,  or  Baiprvat,  beapriukled 
Bettadda,  iU-osed,  di»tras6cd 
BfsfetMl,  beset,  oppressed ;  lit  ha^ 

ttaed,  bed  plight,  oondition 
Bat,  did  beat 
Batafo,  took  into  his  hand,  beatow 

upon 
Bafarm,  delirer,  bestow 
Betide,  happen  to,  b«ifaU 
Betight,  betide,  befidl 
BsMT,  the  eight  or  Tiaor  of  a  bead- 
piece 
Bine,  a  company,  a  troop 
Baiorvy,  to  discover 
Bicfcanna/ft,  contention,  atiife 
BttUif^   Ail    beads,    saying    his 

prayers 
BUiee,  forthwith,  immediatdj 
BiUur,  a  bittern 
B^NM,  reproarh 
Blatant  beatt,  detraetioo    repra- 

aented  aa  a  monster 
BIttu,  to  divulge,  or  spread  abroad 
Bieard,  dimmed,  darkened 
BioniiAfliant,  blemish,  stain 
Bkndf  not  only  to  mix,  but  to 

apoll  with  mixing,  to  confound. 

It  also  aometimea  signifies  to 

blind 
Bleu,  Spenser  has  used  this  word 

to  signify  the  waving  or  bran* 

dishmg  of  a  sword 
BUn,  to  cease,  give  over 
BUtt  for  Blfft,  blessed.  B.  ir.  C.  7. 

St.  46.    But  in  B.  vi  C.  &  St. 

IS,  aU  about  eo  Mcst,  &.  a;  in- 

jursd,  wounded 
B£'i»,  forthwith,  presently 
Blooeme,  blossom.    Pronounce  it 

Moom,B.iT.  C.  8.St.S. 
Bode,  did  abide 
Bolt,  an  arrow 

Band,  bound;  kept  as  bond-alavoa 
Btmtdbel,  afiurmsid 
Baon,  favour,  requeat,  petition 
Baal,  advantage,  help,  profit 
Baotiin,  unavailuig,  unprofitable 
Bard,  to,  to  aocoat,  to  approad: 

Bdrd,  ajeat 
Barrfrsgwfs,  ravaginga  or  incur 

aions  on  the  boraera 
Borrel,  rude,  clownish 
Boiaa,  a  protuberance  in  the  middle 

of  the  ahield 
Bai^s,  circular  folda  or  wind- 
ings 
BaN^ad,  sifted 

Baimty,  goodness,  geoorosi^ 
Baum,  a  brook  or  rivulet 
Bousing  ean,  a  large  drinking  put 
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IWrt,  oftan  vied  fof  aa  inner  1 

ehamber  or  prtrat*  Bptrtment 
Bradt,  tog  hnid 
Brag,  proudlj 

BraMU.knitted,  pUdted,  wreathed 
Brakn,  boahea,  brambles,  f«m 
Bnmg,  Taxation ;  Brfim,  fierce 
Brandt  aometimea    a  fire-brand, 

aometunea  a  aword 
Bmaia,  brawla,  a  sort  of  tune 
Bran  or  Brac*d,  buret 
Bracfp  not  only  valiant  and  bold. 

but  fine  and  apmce 
Braipiied  bawr$,  well  ainewed  azma 
Bray,  aonnd  ahrill 
Brvflu,  chill,  bittar 
Bmifia,  to  bnm 
Brmt,  bnmt 

Brigandim,  a  coat  of  mail 
BrigBntim,  a  awift  Teaael  for  ace 
Br^gmti,  robbera,  free-bootera 
Bree^ge,  pimping 
Brand,  Bnmd-'inmf  ride  Brand 
Braokt,  bear,  endure,  digeat 
Brunt,  Tiolent  attack,  accident 
Bnak,  amatt  wood,  faraah-wood 
Bnut,  buret 
Brwtnau,  aottiahneaa,  atnpidi^, 

bnitiahneaa 
To6iieXif,  to  buckle  on  armour; 

to  prepare  for  battle 
Buffa,  a  dIow,  buffet 
Bug,  a  bugbear 
Bugta,  a  email  bugle-hom 
BMrganff,  a  helmet 
Bwgrin,  to  apring  forth  or  bud 
BaaMi,  little  budiea 
BttI,  niJeea,  except 
Btutamc,  yielding 
Bytiaa.    See  BOiee 
ojfntmf^    Bee  Btnampi^ 


C. 


CamU,  CmmuM,  a  thin  gown 

Cm,  ia  often  used,  aa  gan,  began 

Canmi'bii,  that  part  of  the  bit 
which  u  let  uto  the  horae'a 
mouth ;  the  ruling  bit 

Copiof ,  a  apeeial  warrant 

Capon,  a  cock  cut;  metaphori- 
cally a  cow-herd 

Capr^oU,  woodbine,  honay-auoUe 

Captitw ,  to  captirate 

Captumtnea,  captitri^ 

Carka,  car^ 

Carta,  a  down,  a  churl 

Carols  to  sin^  aonga  of  joy 

Canton,  to  cut 

To  CatH  in  one'e  ^^d,  to  think,  to 
contrire.  Ca9t  ia  jdao  need  for 
time,  or  a  throw 

A  Coot  ^fauleom,  a  let  04  tteona 

Cutmy,  bearer^a  oil 

Canton,  to  argue  or  debate 

CaeV,  made  hollow 

Lajitia,  CaUka,  raeea^  Tile,  cap> 
tive,  alavau 

CfrfM,  cectainlj 


Catura,  a  cutting  olf 

To  Chaffor,  to  bargain,  to  trafie, 

to  exchange 
Chamalat,  atuff  mixed  with  camel'a 

hair,  camlet 
Chamfrad,  bent,  crooked 
Ckmrwm,  tempera,  ordera 
Chaat,  chased 

Chattjfe,  anger,  beet,  wnith. 
ChauntieUnf     a»    named     from 
ekvuntingot  stfigtfi|rwith  a  clear 
and  ailrer  roioe 
Chayra,  charily^  with  great  care 

and  caution 
ChaeklaUm^  a  kind  of  chequered 

or  motley  atuff 
ChaekamU,  a  word  borrowed  from 

the  game  of  cheea 
Chaora,  countenance,  air,  mien 
Chorry,  for  cherish 
Chavalrk^    knighthood,    knightly 

exploita 
Ckooisaunea,  atchicTement,  enter* 

prise,  frat,  performance 
Cmtfirie,  principality 
Chfldad,  brou^t  forth 
Cireumvoni,  to  beguile 
C(«M.  caU 
Clopad,  called,  named 
Cliouek,  gathered  together 
CoUad,  embraced. 
Coleurahla,  counterfeited 
Common,  commune,  discourse  to- 
gether.   Alao  to  come 
Commont,  dcTise,  feign 
Compara,  procure 
Compati  eraatt,  hiscreat  compaased 
around,  or  well-rounded,  pro- 
portioned, or  framed 
Compold,  called  upon 
CasipJ0C,  a  plot,  combination,  or 

concriTance 
CoMfwrfBnef ,  behariour,  caniage 
Caaqtyida,  brought  together 
Con,  to  leani,  to  know 
Concoipt,  imagination,  fiuicy 
CSencfnt,  harmony 
Conerow,  to  grow  together 
Connd,  learned 
Condigna,  worthy 
Congi,  bow,  rererence,  leare 
Onupking,  agreeing  in  aentiment 
Coniramd,  tormented,  made  un- 
easy 
Containo,  hold  together 
Cpnfseltf,  contention 
Conirho,  spend,  consume,  reckon, 

count,  iuTent,  imagine 
Cowvonabia,  agreeable 
Convent,  to  anmmon  to  appear 
Convinca,  to  conrict 
Cootm  pattiom,  kindred  passbna 
Coportion,  a  portion  or  snare  with 

you 
Ctn^,  crooked 

Corbet,  omamenta    in  buildings, 
brackets,  or  shouldering  pieces 
in  wood  work 
Cardwayna,  Spaniah    leather,  so 
called  firom  Corduba  in  Spam 


Cenml,  etown,  gariand 

Cdfift,  a    nb  raonght  up  with' 

out  the  ewe 
CoCcf ,  aheep-folda 
Cott,  floating  cottage,  a  litde  boat 
Couid,  aa  Could  hit  gjod  to  aU; 

La*  dispensed  his  bounty 
Count,  account,  reckoning 
CMMittroost,  a  counter  contrivance 

or  cunning 

Counlarehange,  mutual  exchanse 
Cowttfr/aaaBimci,   countofeiting, 

diaaimulation 
Csufiffivrttf,  counterpoise,  weigh 

equally 
Countarioki,  an  oppoaite  stroke 
Countervayla,  aweet  eounierwayfe. 

La,  pleesing  requital 
Couplamant,  union,  marriage,  ooup- 

luig  together 
Conrad,  for  covered,  hung  over, 

leant  over 
Courts  courteousneaa,  pleaaantiy 
Couth,  to  know  or  be  ddlful  ia 
Cow&sord,  coward 
Cra#g,  neck 
Crmi,  boaatinga 
I  Crankt,  aame  aa  ComnUat;  L§» 
tuminga,  windinga* 
Craplet,  dawa 

Craven,  coward,  or  oowardl/ 
CredfRCf,  belief 
Croofcf,  gallowa 

Cruddy^hod,  crudled,  coagulated 
CrummuU,  puree 
Culver,  (Saxon  word,)  dove,  pi^ 

geon 
Cukorin,  a  piece  of  ordnance 
Curat,  Curiott,  Curatt^  thua  dif- 
ferently apelled;    armour   fist 
the  back  and  breaat. 


D. 

Dodol^,  akilful,  artificial 
Bamnt^ds,  injured,  impeired 
Dan,    an    old    title    aignifying 


Darrayna,  to  hassrd,  venture,  at 

tempt,  or  prepare  to  fight 
Derrsd  larka,  alluding  to  catching 

of  larka  by  what  they  call  a 

donng  glau 
Dayat-man,  umpire,  arbitrator 
Doynt,  dain^,  delicate 
Dayr'kouta,  daiiy-house 
Daalc^,  dealeth,  givea 
DoanUy,  Domly,  eagerly,  eameatly 
DoamaHf,  aadly 
J)ebonaira,    aprightly,  courteous 

good,  Idnd 
Daeetto,  deceit 
Daeretalt,  a  volume  of  the  Csnoa 

Law,  or  hooka  containing  the 

decrees   of   sundry    popes,— 

BiMtnl'i  Diet. 
Doerewed,  decreaaed 
Daemon,  deem,  suppose 
Defeamnmee,  defimtmg 
Drftatura^  deatmct^  uo 
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D^adt  kaep  off,  forbid 
Dtfgtto,  defanlinn 
D^y,  finely  or  nimbly 
U^wt,  to  «iidy  to  detamiiM  or 

decido 
Dgfould,    ddSkd  or  brought  to 


Dffrm'ii,  fimubod 
Diayd,  pat  iiway,  ronoTed 
Deliett,  delight,  pleftsnre 
Dthm,  a  pit  or  hollow  place 


Dtmtant,    Dtmaym,  demeeiioiir, 
eaiTiege,bebeTkrar;  aometbDoe 
it  aigiiifiee  to  debate.  Pianai 
tmre,  Dimenntrr,  as  abore 

Vtmpt,  deemed,  adjudged,  aup- 
poeed 

DfNl  or  JHn»,  blow 

DepftnfM,  painted 

Pfrrtitf    dot,  bold  deeda,  maa- 
hood,  duTalrr 

MMtcTVMt  deeertbe 

DafpilBVMt,  apiteful,  maNeiona 

DcntgmKiit,  plot,  eonspiraey 

DoM,  a  seat 

Dniftffiii,  Aill  of  nie  deirieea  or 
invention 

I>iimr,  duty 

DwpoM,  a  term  in  musie  inehid- 
ingall  tonee 

Dight^  to  order,  prepare,  dreaa, 
adorn 

DilaUf  enlarge  upon 

Dirk,  dark,  or  to  darken 

Ditadnunm,  to  withdraw,  to  atop 

DiMTOfntuffvuf,     ill  ad?entuxoaa» 
unhappy,  unlneky 

DifeidM,  cut  in  two  parta 

i>U0loMrf,  diaengaged,  untied 

Difcura,  diacorer 

Diieutt,  ahaken  off,  to  remove,  or 
put  away 

DtMoft,  for  uneaainess 

Duentraykd,  drawn  alottg  float- 

JHifcaitei,  leaaenM 

DuImI   Icmght^  perfidiona,    trai- 

teroua 
Dti/o^nd,  VkUmtd,  remote,  lar 
Ditmayd,  ugly,  iU-ihaped 
Duptnte,  consumption,  expence, 

profusion 
Duph,  discipline,  oorreetioB 
Disport,  aport,  diyaraion,  pastima 
I>Mprwidfn,spread,  difluaedaround 
Dispurveyanoi,  want  of  proriaion 
Ditmud,  made  to  quit  or  relin- 
quish, dispossessed  of 
JHnohiUt  languid,  broken,  B.  i« 

C.  7.  8t  51. 
Diftftromssei,  dethroned 
Vkdnd,  yaried,  marked,  beset 
DiifrutM,  !.«.  drawit,  or  break  it 

asunder 
Dutraught^  drawn  aside,  distracted 
Dtiei,  orders,  directions 
A  Dttt,  a  ditlpr,  a  song 
DoaU,  a  dealmg  out 
Doak  or  Pofr,  Borrow,  portioa 


Dm,  dm  him  mm  to  dy$,  put  him 

not  to  death 
Dcfk,  do  off,  put  off 
Dotcr,  DUtmr,  grief,  pain,  aorrow 
DmU,  complaint,    sorrow,  pain, 

grief 
Dm,  to  do  on,  to  put  oq 
Dorima%,  dormitoriea,  or  lodginga 

for  monka 
DaUd,  dotinr,  impaired 
Dmm^pmt,  nom  the  Fkaoch,  lea 

douae  pairs :  one  of  the  twslTe 

peers  of  Fiance 
DeiuMm,  stout,Taliant,  oourageona 
I>r«3,dr«Bi{,  <irMd,drf»ded;  to  be 

fesred,  honoured,  rerersnoed 
Drsptti,  Hnen  clothes 
Drmigftt,  a  militsry  detachment, 

B.  n.  C.  20.  8t  51.  resemblance 
Drmrtf  Dnn,  aorrow,  aadnesa 
Drmt,  drenched  or  drowned 
J^rmmsnt,  heavineaa,  aorrowfnl- 


) 


PrsriMd,  a  soxTOwlul  and  dreary 

ateta 
Dmtg  ordered,  prsparsd 
DmiUi  a  drireUer,  a  fed 
Drift,  impulse,  force,  or  dxtriog 

on,  purpose 
DromyhMy  drowsineaa 
Dwrmm,  confinement,  mpnson* 

ment,  hardship. 


Earns,  £rfis,  to  yem,  to  be  mored 
with  compassion 

JSan»,  Em,  first,  first  of  all,  at 
first,  befbrp,  formerly 
I  Eoa^ly,  gentlv 

£cfterlb^,the  Germane  so  called 
by  the  Britons 

£rtft,  easy 

EdtM,  Eke,  also ;  it  signifies  like- 
wise to  add,  to  increase,  to  aug- 
ment 

Effierced,  made  fierce  and  mad 

i^orce,  to  force  opeD|  alao  to 
violate 

EffrmdM,  frightSDed,  afiratd 

"0^,  again,  likewise,  soon 

Eftmonm,  again,  preaently,  quick- 
l7(  forthwith 

EJ^bmrifii,  sweet  briar,  or  wild 
rose 

Eld,  old  age 

£Ar,a  foinr.  JCA&i,  Ae  adjective 
of£jf 

EUm,  else,  ahesdy 

Ewham,  to  lessen,  make  base,  dis- 
honoured 

Embm'd,  shut  up 
'  EwJbttttkd  ewrt,  a  warlike  chanot 

Embav,  to  bathe  \  also  to  cherish 
and  delight 

Embayld,  inclosed;  slso  made  up 
into  bales  or  packs 

Emhoum^,  entertain 

Emhotit  has  different  significa- 
tions—ifrtat  wibott,    arms    of 


embossed  work,  fin&ort 
goU,  raised  as  in  relievo. 
bati  wUk  pesritf.  raised  or  over- 
laid. Xs  east  tmbmi,  hid,  con- 
cesled.  Tike  soliMga  6au(  tm- 
bmi  m  wmry  tk!m,  meaniffg 
hard  run  and  wearied  out.  To 
•mbrnm  kii  tpmer*  t«  Jm  body, !.«. 
to  lodge,  to  iocloae.  But  the 
most  difficult  place  aeema  in 

B.  iii.  C.  1.  Su  64.  Embmat 
^eouiUm  m  m  glcriouA  ^oiio, 
probably  from  the  It^ian  ia»- 
OTtearn,  i.  c.  by  ambuscade  lo 
avail  themselves  of  so  glorious 
a  spoiL — Ujftm, 

Embmoed,  imbewed,  arched;  co- 
vered archwise 
Emboyled,  emhoyling  wrath,  B.  ii. 

C.  5.  St.  18.  the  aame  as  Baylod, 
Boyling 

Embnm,  adorn,  make  brave  or 

fine ;  to  dress 
Emo,  an  uncle   by  the  mother's 

side 
£niparlsnct,  a  law  term,  used  in 

petitioning  the  court  for  respite 
Empaodk,  to  hinder 
EmperUlt  qusitos  ;  folios  IwtperHl, 

endsnger 
Emperitht,  perished,  rone  to  ruin 
Emp^hl,  placed,  fixcid 
EiRprtss,  eateipriae,  undertaking 
Etiatcatcr,  lest  that 
Enchamd,  engraven,  adorned,  se 
EhcAeoson,     occasion,    accident, 

cause  or  resaon  wherefore  any 

thing  is  done 
Eneambermeni,  molestation 
Endosm,  to  write  on  the  back,  to 

eng^ve 
Eiulttrd,  hardened 
EiiduTen,  endure,  continue 
EfftUmodt  hurried  on  by  wicked 

and  folonious  intents;  become 

fierce 
Efifmdirod  fawfcc,  smoke  mixed 

with  fiame 
£fig<ui,  satiate,  glut 
£iigar«,  to    pierce,  to  prick;  to 

make  bloody  or  gory 
Ef^orged  yrf ,  anger  rising  to  \a» 

▼ory  gorge  or  throat;  anger 

which  cannot  be  auppreaaed 
Engraffod^  inpafted,  implsnted 
Efifroiti,  made  thick 
Ennatifift,  raised,  lifted  up 
Enraco,  Enroot,  implant 
Emimtt,  torn  ssunder 
Emaamt,  £.€•  fottsns 
En$ew,  follow.    Enmdo,  followed 
Enmarlot  inanare,  iatangle  as  a 

skein  of  silk 
Entayk,  engraving 
EntayM  foUk  oatidb,  engravan  or 

carved  with  images 
Enterdoate,    meditatioB^  negocia 

tion 
EnUrprim,  sometfmaa  signifies  to 

give  reception  to  one 


J 
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Bntmiatm,  to  antertain 
Emththf^  or  mityrdy,  earnestly 
Entraiud,    intarmingled,     inter- 
laced, interwoven 
Enurt,  accustom  to,  malce  use  of, 

practise 
Emurwd,  effected,  committed 
Envy,  to  Tie  with,  emulate,  refuse 

to  giro 
Erramt  Kmghti,  who  trarel  about 

the  world  seeking  adventure 
Etehmoed,  avoided,    Euhnp,  avoid 
EtUnfne,  withdraw  to  a  distance; 

separate 
Eipiai,  sight,  spying 
£n0^n«,  excuse  for  not  appearing 
Evtngtly,  gospel 
Ewftn^    w(3t   newts,    or  evets. 

Vjptatu    liurda.  Hnghet 
Enoghn  how,  a  bow  of  yew 
ExaiumaU,  lifeless,  dead 
Ex€hMt,  accident,  or  a  proper^ 

£Ulen  to  any  one  in  any  thing 
Espirt  or  Expyn,  to  bring  forth, 

to  breathe  forth 
ExprM,  pressed   out*  squeeied 

out 
Exterpw,  to  extirpate,  to  root  out 
Extrmt,  extraction,  drawing  out 
Eyat  HoaoXcs,  a  tonn  in  fideonry, 

signifying  a  young  hawk  newly 

fledged,  and  fit  for  flight 
Ejfm,  En§,  eyes 


F. 


iWf,  to  vanish,  to  perish,  to  go 
away 

FatM,  doitt/aim,  m  desiroua 

FaU$d,  fdsified,  deceived 

Fan,  to  go.    Fttring,  going  on 

Fatal  rmd,  prophetiod  advice. 
Fatal  grreur,  a  wandering  voy- 
age ordered  bv  the  Fatoa 

Fay,  ftdth,  truth;  sometimea  it 
signifies  a  faixy 

Faytor,  doer.  FaUt  faytar,  ■ 
deceiver 

FmUy,  faalhr  or  homage 

Fmren,  to  mghton 

Fecultnt,  foul,  full  of  dregs 

F§U,  fierce,  cruel;  also  gall. 
Felly,  fiercely,  cruelly 

FeUanmt,  most  fierce 

Feminttef,  womanhood,  stato  and 
dignity  of  a  woman 

F«r»,  a  companioa.  FsrrsiyOom- 
paniona 

FeriM,  uBflahly  firma,  flaahly 
prison 

Fut,  feast,  for  the  rhyme 

Fit,  F§tt,  fetch 

Feutnd  ki$  iptort,  to  set  hia  spear 
inhisNst 

Fiild^  is  ofltea  used  for  fight,  eon- 
bat,  battle 

Ftauni,  warrant 

Fjftf,  end 

Fwmm  &<««yf,keepahla  aye  steady 
and  firm 


Flailing,  flat 
Flight,  arrow 
Fill,    Flatt   swift.    Upton.     To 

fluctuate,     to    be    in    motion. 

Hugha 
Flowrttt,  blossoms,  or  little  flowers 
Foemon,  foes 
Folk,  leaf.      Goldtn  foiU,    leaf 

gold 
Fomd,  pushed 
FoOu'mot,  a  meeting  or  assembly 

of  folk  or  people 
FeUrin^-tongus,  foltering,  falling, 

or  tripping 
Fon,  fool.    Food,  foolish 
Fond,  did  find,  for  the  rhyme 
Font,  foes 
Forty,  near  to 
Fordoo,  undo,  destroy,  ruin 
Fonhent,  seised,  caught  hold  of 
Forelont,  lent  beforehand 
Foraay,  renounce.   Upton,   Fort' 

taid,  forbid.    Hu^iet 
FomtaUt  to  interrupt 
Forethink,  to  repine  or  be  ooo- 

cemed  at  any  thing 
Fortwont,  forsook,  went  out  of 

their  way 
Foreono,  lost,  neglected,  forsiiken 
Fonart,  Forlomt,  lost,  forsaken, 

wretohed 
FWpitMd,  much  pined,  consumed 
Forray,  to  ravage,  spoil 
ForAiekt,  delayed 
Fonlow,  delay 

Fonwat,  exhausted  with  sweat 
Fonteotik,  wearied,  over-laboured 
Forthy,  therefore,  wherefore,  why 
Fortdagt,  sort 
■Forworn,  much  worn 
Foster,  for  forester 
FouUrin^,   thundexjng,   blasting 

with  lirhtning 
Foyton,  plenty 

Franehiii,  to  free  or  set  at  liberty 
FVattfion,  one  of  too  free  or  loose 

behaviour 
Frankelin,  a  freeman  or  a  gentle- 


Fmy,  to  frighten 

Freahet,  whimseys,  mad  aetkma 

Frtnne,  stranger 

Frvfl,  to  eat,  consume*  It  Is  used 
in  another  sense;  to  frett,  to 
adorn  ;  frttted,  adorned 

Fnso,  a  warm  kind  of  weoUen 
clothing 

Frory,  frose,  fit>Ben 

Frounet,  curl,  crisp 

Frotpy,  frowsy,  mossy,  musty 

Fry  of  children^  fry,  spawn 

FttnisnMnt,  fuinishiiig,  fivnitnre. 

O. 

Gagt,  pledge,  pawn,  security 

(hSagt,  a  woooen  shoe 

Gamo,  *twu$  eamett  and  gama,  b»' 

twixt  earnest  and  jest 
Gan,  for  began 


Garret,  causes;  as,  garrM  thtt 
greet 

Gate,  a  way 

Gatement,  gazing 

Gffortf,  stuff,  attire,  fomiture, 
equipage,  dress 

Geaeon,  uncommon,  perplexing 

Gek,  a  gelding.  Upton,  &U 
gold,  ilughtt 

Gentletit,  the  behaviour  of  a  gen- 
tleman 

German,  brother,  or  near  kins* 
man 

Gemt,  yawn 

Getti,  deeds,  actions,  exploits, 
feats 

Giambeaux,  boote,  greaves,  ar- 
mour, for  the  legs 

Gibe  andgtart,)o)at  and  jeer 

Gin,  begin,  dm,  engine,  con- 
trivance 

GiMto, juste  or  toumamente ;  more 
particularly  single  combat  on 
horseback  with  spears  and 
Bworda 

Gladt,  a  passage ;  generally  for  a 
passage  cut  through  a  wood 

Glavt,  a  sword 

6(m,  mirth 

Gien,  a  valley 

Glib,  a  curled  bush  of  hair  hang- 
ing down  over  the  eyea 

Glitterand,  glittering 

Glode,  did  glide,  glanoe,or  swiftly 
pass 

Gkfzing  tpttdm,  flattering,  de- 
ceitful 

Gnarrt,  to  snarl  or  bark 

Gondelay,  properiy  a  VenatiaB 
wherry 

Goodlyhtad,  godlineaa 

Gors,  pierce 

Gorgt,  throat 

Oorgef  ,azinour  defending  the  throat 

Grangt,  a  granary,  bam,  farm 

Graylt,  some  oarticlea  or  gravel. 
Also  used  m  B.  ii.  C.  10.  St. 
55,  for  the  sacred  dish  in  the 
last  supper  of  our  Saviour 

Greavt,  for  grove 

Grft,lfting,  satiafaction,p1eaBUfe 

Greet,  to  exclaim,  cry  out,  com- 
plain 

Gride,  Grydt,  to  strike,  wound, 
pieroe,  or  out  through  • 

GHeful,  full  of  grief 

Griple,  one  that  snatchea  greedfly, 
a  griping  miser 

Groom,  shepherd,  herdsman 

Groynd,  grunted 

Guariak,  to  gamish|  to  dreas  out 
gorgeously 

Gveld,  a  guildhaU 

Gitordon,  reward,  recompense, 
prise 

Gtttbra»cheate 

GuUe,  Gutsi,  way,  ftwhion,  man- 
ner, Upton,  Form,  habit,  con- 
dition, Hughet 

Gyrt,  circling,  turning  round 


r 


GLOSaARY. 


H. 


Uaberfmn,  armour  ooT«riii^  tlie 
neck  Kkd  breast.  Uptom,  Ar- 
mour coming  tbo  bead  and 
ahooldera.  Hugha 

HabUbHtnti,  appvel,  dothing 

Habky  fit,  readj,  abla,  apt,  nimbla 

Haequstm,  a  pMoa  of  armour 

HaJMmhf  in  partition 

HaHibm,  Hol^  Dama;  an  oath 
by  tba  Virgm  Biaiy 

Han,  (jt  bave 

Httrhrouffif  barbonr 

Hardy^  brave,  bold.  HardMMiit, 
cooraga,  boldnaaa 

Hardiifkood^  H&rdyhmd,  a  brara 
state  of  mind 

Harrtm,  to  laj  waata,  to  deatroj 

Harrom!  an  interjeetioo  and  ax- 
damadon,  abowing  diatieaa 

Htuk,  a  wiokar  basket  to  eany  fiab 

HauJlmg,  ffaicteryas.     Vide  Ha- 

Hmirftt  earagi,  bigb  mind 

Hatatt,  ambrioed 

tfdoit,  H«t,  or  Btkui,  oommand, 

precept 
Htbem  bow,  a  bow  made  of  ebony 
HmUgmm,  a   sort    of    eoontry 

dancea 
Hifin,  them 
Utnd,  to  cake  bold  of 
Htfat,  seised 
Herban,  herbs,  plants 
Htrritd,   Hmrmi,    to    praise,  to 

odebrate 
Htrfoi,  rehearsal 
Hidder  and  thiddir,  be  and  she 
Hit,  to  go,  to  hasten 
Hidf,  hastened 
HifdU,  nsmed,  called 
HiZi,coTered 

HUding,  a  term  of  reproach 
Hdd,  B.  iL  a  9.  St.  44.  the  hold 

of  the  castle  is  pat  fi>r  the  castle 

itself 
fliolf,  so  spelled  in  tibe  1st  and 

Sd  quartosy  in  the  fdioa  uikoU, 

B.  m.  C.  19.  8t  38. 
H»^  condition,  state.  Frequently 

used  in  compounds,  as  knight- 
hood, prieatnood,  widowhood, 

&o. 
Han,  hoar,  boaiy,  CTpton.  White ; 

sometimes  it  siffnifies  squalid, 

filthy,  rough.    Hn^m 
Hottry,  an  inn 
Hoi,  Hole,  from  Highi,  was  named, 

called 
Houilingfin,  sacramantsl  fire 
How,  for  heave 
Having,  hovering,  floating 
HumlSum,  hnmiuty 
HurUn  forth,  rush  forth 
HurtU  to  rush  with  riolenca 
HwrUing,  rushing,  thrusting 
Hymen  w  Hymm,  the  nnptiu  song 

at  weddinga,  invooating  the  god 

Hymflnsna 


I. 

Janti,  seems  to  signify  a  slandar- 
ingftUow 

Iditui,  idleness 

Isms,  strapa  of  leather  fastened 
on  the  nawk'a  lege  when  bald 
in  the  fiat 

ImpambU,  ao  the  qnartoa  and 
tblioa ;  bat  Hughm,  implaeabk 

Iwtpa,  child  or  offapring 

Impiadk,  ■ometimea  usmL  by  Spen- 
ser in  the  sense  of  the  Fkanoh 
word  trnpoehar,  to  hinder 

ImportabU,  not  to  be  borne 

In,  Inn,  /ant,  an  inn,  a  chamber^ 
ahoose 

Jacpw<imwf,immadiaf«ly,  mstantly, 
forthwith 

Indigna,  unworthy 

fil^aat,  the  Prince,  B.  iL  C.  8.  SL 
86,  occ. 

h^ard,  brought  on 

iilfiit,  deadly 

Ii^atf ,  entnnoe 

iHgoiati,  mgots 

Initndtmant,  attention,  nndar^ 
ctanding,  thought 

/affmiM,  interest 

Intrmi,  apeak  of,  treat  of 

Inhm,  contusion,  bruise 

loUyhiad,  a  state  of  jolli^ 

louimnet^  layatmoo,  rejoicing,  di- 
version 

In,  Yn,  wrath,  anger 

K. 

Ktep,  care,  heed,  custody,  charge 

Koeping,  guard 

Kmght,  canght 

Km,  Kann,  to  know,  to  spy,  to 

discover 
Kend,  Kmt,  knew,  kenned 
Kamt,  conntrymen  or  boora 
Komn,  Koaoan,  Emperors,  C»- 

sare,  Csara 
JTcrt,  cast 
Kottnl,  a  sort  of  hawk  of  the 

baier  breed 
Kidti,  dost  know 
KigM,  a  kite 
m,  for  kiUed 
Kirtla,  a  woman's  gown 
Komd,  kend,  knew 
Kynd,  natursb    Kyndk,  natural 
Kyndad,  begotten 
Ifyu,  oowa  or  herds 


Lad,  led,  did  lead 

Laid,  taint 

Lan,  Lain,  lair  of  a  deer 

Latdiad,  caught 

Layt    a    song.     Laytt,    songs, 

poems 
Lay,  the  earth  or  ground 
LaytlaU,  a  place  to  lay  dang  or 

rubbish 
Laaan,  lepnms  persona 


rjwdb,  aurgaon  or  pbyvaiBn 
LaoTOf    Launtt    L§n$p  dootrina^ 

learning,  science 
LaaMKng,himg 
X4aad,  levied,  raised 
Laddm,  language,  dialect 
Ltrf,  or  lift  willing.   A§  Utf^ 

mora  willing 
Lsftt,  loat 

Lt^mdtamynt,  sleigfat  of  hand 
Lmmn,   awaatheart,    cooeubina» 


after  a 


I.€wr,  bttger 
VEniwy,  the    epilogna 


copy  ofrerses 
t.  ris 


Lm,  listen 

XaMr,  rather 

Lntn,  lightning 

Lnaa-ArMid,  thanderboh 

Ltwdiy,  ignoiantly 

LiMard,  leopard 

Ljdk,like 

Ltifs,  dear.   Lif/ar,LiBn 

Lineal,  deareat 
Iiig»40rrf,  sovereign  lord.  LkgO' 

man,  who  owea  allegiance  to 

the  liege-lord 
Lijg,  or  Liggan,  to  lie 
iMaga,  lineage,  or  deacent 
LUltd  out  hi»  taagua,  for  loUed  out, 

&c. 
Lima-kennd,  a  blood-bonnd 
Liajiter,  one  that  goaa  about  eel* 

ling  indulgencea 
Lin,  to  lean,  give  way.  Somatimea 

to  cease  or  give  over 
lAmeolna-gnena,  a  speciea  of  doth 

manufactured  at  Lmooln 
Liiti,  ground  indoaed  for  tilt* 

or  toumameota 
Ltif,  alight,  get  off  horse 
Lioad  martalSf,  t  a.  lived  among 

mortala 
Lhmlad,  Uveliboodi  maintenance 
Lholyktd,  liveliness,  life,  spirit 
lAmry  and  mun,  Isw  phnaes 
Lone,  a  thing  lent,  a  loan 
Lang,  belong 

Loord,  as  mf  Leord,  idle  follow 
Lordingt,  sirs,  masters.    A  dim. 

of  l(ud 
Lan,  leaniing,  tnatructioc 
Lan,  for  Lam,  left,  loat 

fellow 
LoMT,  or  lopeir,  a  ohinney  or 

opening  in  the  roof  of  acottaga 
Ijm^,  to  bow  aervildy,  to  crouch 
JLagt,  peidiea 
Xtijfc,  Lttifculk,  Lariaihmt,  a  lasy 

disposition 
Licitlnei,  listleesly 
Lurtyfcsd,  lustiness,  vigour 
XttJtlciM,  weak,  not  lustr 
Lyli,  light  on,  settle,  foU  oa 
I^,aoft 

Mb^#,  magician,  aochantwr 
I  Magiisi  tiaas,  the  load-aton# 


GLOSSARY. 


MoAimiic,  Mahomet.  By  JHoAoimt, 

mSarscMi  ofttli 
Mi/of,  a  mate,  ocnaort.    To  malm 

(▼erb),  to  compose  rertee, 
Mat^ea,  evil  deeds 
MaUeing,  bearing  of  malioe 
Maligng,  malicioiislj,  abuse 
MaUaltHt,  ill  wHl,  spite 
Mand,  manned,  Aimished,  filled 
Maangr,  beharioar,  carriage 
liatil/s(fc,  displayeth  his  wings.  A 

term  in  fidooniy 
Manjft  oompanj,  B.  iii«  C.  9.  St. 

11.  &0. 
Marge,  margin,  brim 
IfarX  loAiCf ,  the  white  mark 
MarUUtd,  hammered,  beat 
Mat,  used  for  dirine  serrice 
MaUd,  conquered,  subdued 
Jf  aim,  in  spite  of,  against  one's 

wul,  notwithstanding 
Mayle,  a  coat  of  mail 
Moxni,  stunned 
Maur  bowl,  properly  a  bowl  of 

maple 
Meant,  means,  conditions,  occa- 
sion 
Mmrt,  a  meer,  limit,  or  boundary 
MedU,  to  mingle 
Meed,  reward,  priae 
MeU,  to  intermeddle 
Meue,  did  mean,  intended 
Meut,  mingled 
MereiabU,  merciful 
Mereifyda,  pitied 
Merimake,  merriment 
Mteprite,  neglect,  contempt,  scorn 
Met,  meet 
Mew,  a  place  to  mew  hawks ;  any 

place  shut  up 
Mickk,  much 
MUve,  for  move 
Mincing  milium,  finical  affected 

darling 
Mininw,  a  minim  in  music 
Minimentt,  toys,  triflee 
AtiniiAcci,  for  diminished 
Jtftrkf  dark,  obscure 
Mirhoma  otr,  obscure,  foul 
IfiierastMl,  created  amiss,  ill  be* 

^tlen 
MiienoHt,  originally  aignifies  in- 
fidel, or  one  of  a  wrong  belief 
Mmdme,  for  misdo,  i.  t,  to  do 

amiss 
Mirfttrtf  misfeitune 
MUMki,  dislike 

Kilter,  manner,  sort,  art,  mystery 
Mursntf^  not,  needs  not 
Mittrayned,  wrongly  trained,  in- 

stmoted    amisa^    or   mialed, 

drawn  aside 
Mitween,  to  misjudge,  interpret 

wrongly 
M'uweHt,  gone  astray 
Mo,  Mae,  more 
Mockel,  much 
Moldwarjte,  moles 
Mom$,  a  atttpid  fellow 
Monattere,  m  mooaatery 


Mone^  sorrow 

Morion,  head-piece,  helmet 

Moie,  must,  might 

Mott,  did  mete  or  measure 

Mouids,  grows  mouldy 

MowUanaunee,  the  amount  of  any 
thing,  quantity,  diatance 

Mowet,  making  of  mouths 

Muchet,  much 

Munifieenee,  subaidieSy  aid,  bene- 
volence 

Mitred,  inclosed 

Mttsd,  mused 

N. 

Nor,  near,  or  nearer 

Nag,  has  not 

Nathleu,  NatheUttt  not  the  less, 
nerertheless 

Natktmore,  Nathemoe,  ncTer  the 
more 

Ne,  neither,  not 

Needmentt,  necessaries 

Nempt,  named 

Nett,  neati  clean 

NeweU^  norelty 

Newfangienetee,  a  love  of  norelty 
and  dtangea 

NUl,  will  not.    Cont  for  ne  wUI 

Nmbtetse,  nimbleness 

NobUtae,  nobility 

Nonce,  for  the  nonce,  for  the  oc- 
casion 

Not,  Note,  know  not  Cont.  for 
newot 

Nould,  would  not 

Noule,  the  crown  of  the  head 

Nouriture,  nurture,  education 

NourtU,  to  nurse 

NoyafteOt  harm 

Nayd,  annojred  or  hurt 

Noyout,  hurtful  or  baleful 

O. 

Obaequy,  ftineral  rites 

Offal,  refuse,  dross 

Ordete,  a  trial  by  fire,  water,  or 
combat 

Overeame,  came  orer  it 

Overeraw,  to  crow  orer,  to  insult 

Overhent^  overtook 

(hergraet,  overgrown  with  grass 

Oiwrrmi^&t,  reaching  over 

Overred,  did  read  it  orer 

Ovenoent,  overwhelmed 

Overweening,  self-coneeited,  opi- 
nionated. 

Ovghi,  owned* 

Oi^  Ae  more,  the  more  at  all. 

Out-well^  fiow  out,  yield  out,  dis- 
charge. 

Out  of  hand,  forthwith. 

Out'win,  get  out,  win  the  way  out 

Owchet,  bosses,  or  buttons  of  gold 

P. 

Pace,  go. 

Paimm,  pagan,  infidel 


Paire,  impair,  diminish. 

Pa^rey,  a  horse ;  most  commonly 
a  lady's  pad. 

Pall,  a  robe. 

Pal/ed  part  per  part,  a  phrase  in  he- 
raldliy. 

Palmer,  a  pilgrim. 

Panaekea,  an  universal  medicine. 

PanniheU,  the  akull,  the  crown  of 
the  head. 

Paragon,  an  example,  pattern ; 
companioQ,  or  feUow 

Paramowr^  a  lover 

Paravaunt,  peradventure,  by 
chance. 

Parbfoahe,  vomit. 

Pariure,  draarture. 

Pat,  go.    Also  surpass,  exceed 

Pau,  B.  iii.  C.  1.  St.  19.  signifies 
here,  country,  land,  region 

Pavone,  peacock 

Paunee,  a  pancy,  or  violet 

Payne,  pams,  endeavour 

Peark,  brisk 

Peeee,  a  fort,  a  strong  place,  cita- 
del, B.  L  C.  10.  St.  d9.  &c. 

Peiu,  poise.     Payed,  poised 

Perdie,  Fr.  par  Diou,  an  old  oatli 

Pere,  companion.  Peret,  com- 
panions, equals 

Peregal,  equal 

Perforce,  by  force 

Porting,  purling,  trickling  down 

Perlout,  perilous,  dsngerous 

Persaunt,  piercing 

Pertue,  pursuing,  pursuit,  oi 
chace 

Pheer,  companion 

Phytonomy,  physiognomy 

Picturale,  paintinga 

Pight,  placed,  pitched,  fixed 

PUl,  to  rob,  to  pillage 

Pine,  to  pine,  to  waste  away 

Pioningt,  works  of  pioneers 

Plaine,  to  oomplain 

Ptaittt,  complsmt 

Pleaemmee,  pleasure 

PUah,  for  the  rhyme,  a  plash 

Pligkt,  circumstance,  condition 

Point,  armed  completely,  Hughtu 
Cur'd  not/or  God  or  man  a  point, 
not  at  all,  not  a  tittle,  Upton, 
Armed  at  all  points,  ibii 

Pciu,  weight 

PoUae,  or  battle-axe 

PoU  and  pUt,  plunders  and  pil- 
lages 

Port,  behaviour,  carriage 

Portaunee,  comportment,  carriage 

PorteuUie,  a  falling  gate;  a  gate 
to  let  down  or  draw  up  at 
pleasure 

PertSMs,  a  breviary,  or  prayer- 
book 

Pouldred,  reduced  to  powder 

Pouau,  pease 

Poynant,  poignant,  sharp,  pier- 
cing 

Procddbf  paine,  the  cunning  ^rae* 
tice,  plot,  and  endeavour 


GLOSSARY. 


Prank,  Soom  prank  thtir  rufflUf 
i,  c  exhibit  forth,  and  proudly 
show.  Prankt  m  reatonU  garb, 
pompously  eet  forth,  airogantly 
tricked  out 

Prmiee,  preee,  throng,  crowd 

Prett,  prepwed,  reedy  at  hand. 
Sometioies  for  preseed 

Pretendtd,  ahown  forth,  held  oat 

Pride,  to  prick  aa  with  apnra 

Pricking  an  tht  pUoM^  riding  on 
the  plain 

Prirf9,  proof 

Privt,  prove 

Prim,  icaffle,  fight 

Proeurd,  BoUcitM,  entree*:;;^ 

Propeme,  weigh,  conaider,  pre- 
meditate 

Proientt,  extension,  drawing  oat 

Prow,  brave  ;  Prowir,  brayer ; 
Prowett,  bravest 

PuiMtaunci,  valour,  power,  might 
Puistant,  powerful,  mighty 

PurHed,  flourished  with  a  needle, 
Hughtu  EmbroiderfKl  or  de- 
corated aa  with  embroidezy, 
Upton 

Purpoie,  discourse,  talk,  words 

Puroay,  provide 

Putloeket,  bitterns,  kites.  So 
Gloss,  to  Chaucer 

Pynedghoti.     Vide  Pins 

Pyoningt,     Vide  Ptoningt 

QuadntB,  a  square 

Quaid,  subdued.  Perhaps  instead 

of  qualed  or  quelled 
QuaiU,  to  subdue,  to  quell,  Upton, 

QuaiU,  to  lang^iah,  Hvghu 
Quaint,  nice,  curious 
QuarU,  B.  ii.  C.  11.  Su  35,  con- 
tracted   from    Quaml,    shaft, 

arrow 
Quarray,  prey 
Quart,  the  western  division ;  the 

fourth  part 
Quayd,  Vide  Qmud 
Queem,  or  Queamt  please 
Queini,  quenched 
Queint  eUct,  qusintly   or  oddly 

chosen 
Quell,  sometimes  used  for  to  dts 
Quest,  adventure,  exploit 
Quidi,  to  quicken,  to  stir 
Qitight,  to  deliver,  to  free 
Quip,  taunt,  flout 
Quite,  to  requite 
Quited^  requited,  returned 
Quoekj  did  quake,  did  ahake,  did 

tremble. 

R. 

Raet      (Tide  Rati 

Rod,  for  did  read  ;  or  guessed 

Raft,  R^'t,  bereft,  bereaved,  Upton, 

Rent,  tore,  Hughee 
Raid.     Vide  Ray 


RaiU,  adowne  their  eidet  did  raUt, 

i.  €.  flow  or  run  along 
Rotfis,  region.     Rayue,  rule  or 
kingdom 

Ramp,  to  paw,  or  fly  out,  like  a 
mad  hone 

Rank,  in  order 

Rjmakt,  plondered,  trifled,  Tio- 
lated 

nap€,  m  raptufs 

Rath,  Moi/a  did  roaft,  did  break, 
did  ahiver  in  pieces 

Ragt,  Rautd,  erased,  eflhoed 

Rathe,  early 

Raught,  reached,  did  reach 

naoifii  ra^ne,  spoil,  ravening 

Ray,  to  discolour,  beray 

Raiy,  iia  Aray,  onament,  fur- 
niture. Also  for  in  ray,  in 
array,  in  order  and  rank 

Read,  Reed,  to  advise,  warn,  pro- 
nounce, declare,  interpret, 
guess,  divine.  Likewise  coun- 
sel, advice,  prophecy 

Reave,  to  bereave,  or  take  away 
riolently 

Reedifyde,  rebuild 

Rebut,  rebound,  recoil,  repel 

Reek,  care,  reckon,  account 

heelayme,  call  back 

Recoure,  recover 

ReaUe,  ReeuUe,  to  recoil,  go  back, 
or  give  way 

Reareant,  out  of  hope,  untrusty, 
cowardly 

Redoubted,  reverenced,  honoured, 
feared 

Redounding  teart,  abounding  and 
flowing  over 

Regiment,  rule,  government 

Relate,  bring  back 

Relent  hie  pace,  to  slacken,  to  atay 

Reliven,  to  live  again 

Remereied,  thanked 

Rencounter,  accidental  fight,  or 
adventure 

Beriforttf  reinforced 

Renfiertt,  reinfieroed,  again  made 
fierce  and  bold 

Renne,  for  runa 

Renverst,  turned  upside  down, 
overturned 

RepUoie,  to  redeem,  to  recover  by 
a  replevy 

Repriefe,  reproof 

Reprixe,  to  make  reprisals 

Rueited,  reinstated,  in  pqaseaaion 
again 

Resiant,  lodged,  placed,  resident 

Retrate,  Retraitt,  piciure,  por- 
trait j  air  of  the  face.  Also 
retreat,  fall  back,  give  ground 

Retyrd,  drawn  out 

Revene,  reeal,  return 

Reverte,  dreaa  again,  to  clothe 
again 

Rew,  to  rue,  pity.  Rew,  a  row. 
In  a  Rew,  in  a  row 

Ribauld,  a  debauched  fellow 

Rt/e,  frequent ;  fully,  abundatttly 


Eift,  gap,  deft,  chink,  or  oack 

Rive,  to  cleave  asunder.  Rtcssi 
rent,  split,  torn  asunder 

Rode,  inroad 

Rontt,  young  ballocka 

Roode,  a  cross 

Roeiere,  aroee-tree 

Rote,  harp,  or  crowd 

Rove,  didst  rove,  u  i.  didst  ahooc 
thy  roving  arrowa 

RowndeU,  a  round  bubble 

Royne,  to  bite  or  gnaw 

Rue,    Vide  Rew 

Ruffs,  ornaments  for  the  neck,  of 
plain  or  rt^Hed  muslin  or  oaoi- 
Drio 

Ruinate,  broagbt  to  ruin,  over- 
thrown 

Ruing,  pitying.  Ru^uUy,  pitiMly 

Ru^,pnty 

Rybauid,    Vide  Ribauld 

Ryfe,    Videit^e 

Ryved,    Vide  KtM 


Sod,  grave 

Safe  her,  her  excepted 

SaUwed,  saluted 

Saliaunee,  sally,  or  assaalt 

Salve  his  hurts,  to  core,  to  remedy 

Salved,  ssluted 

Siam,  same;  somedmee  it  signifies 

together 
Samite,  satin 
Say,  a  thin  sort  of  ailk  staff.    A 

sword  ef  better  eay,  of  better 

proof,  assa^ 
Searmoges,  akirraiahingi 
Scath,  harm,  mischief 
Scatterlingt,  scattered  lovera  or 

ravagers 
Seeme,  disoem 
Selave,  slave 
Sclaunders,  alandera 
Seord,  marked,  engraved 
Score,  reckoning 
Scone,  exchange 
Serine,  Sayne,  chest,  eofier 
Scruse,  equeeae  ovt,  preaa  oat 
Scryde,  descried 
Sdaine,  disdain.     Sdelgned,  dia* 

dained 
Seare,  dry,  coosoaed,  hnming^ 

parching 
See,  aeat,  faabitatioa 
Seely,  silly 
Selamth,  ancommoa 
Sets,  a  seal-fish 
Seket  shapes,  choeea,  elegant 
SeU,  saddle 
Semblaunt,  show,  pretence,  ap- 

peaiaace 
Seminary,  a  nuraerr 
Senesehell^  a  president,  govenor, 

or  steward 
Sens,  used  for  since 
Sent,  the  scent,  the  smelling  ooC 
Sew,  follow.    Sewing,  feUowinf 

&wid,  ibUowed 


OLOB8ARY. 


ShttUap,  a  boat 

Shawmn,     masictl    infltruments, 
Paalm    zeriii.    7.     5^iMn.  is 
thought  to  signify  a  haotboy 
,      Sheens,  B.  ii.  C.  1.  St  10. 

Shend,  to  disgrace,  to  blame,  to 
spofl 

Shere,  ]mre,  elaar 

Shrieve,  to,  to  act  the  part  of  a  con- 
fessor. Shrift,  or  Shriwing,  con- 
fession 

Shright,  ahrieked.  Shrightes, 
shrieldmga 

SkriU,  to  aonnd  shrilly 

Shrmod  tt\  to  ahelter.  Shnudtd  «« 
tleep,  corered,  sheltered 

Shynt,  shining,  farightneaa 

Sib,  related,  of  kin. 

SicA,  for  such 

Siege,  seat,  bench,  throne 

Sient,  a  graff,  aprig,  or  yoang 
shoot 

8^,  siffhed 

Sike^  such 

.  Siker,  sure,  sorely 

Sikemett,  soreness,  safety 

Simplet,  simplicity 

Sin,  osed  for  since 

Sinjguifa,  SinguUt,  sighs,  sob- 
bings 

Sit,  tiU  not,  suits  not.  /(/  tl  ittt,  it 
Ul  apees,  ill  becomes 

Sith,  amce  that 

SUha,  times 

SitKent,  since  that  time 

5/ti^,  to  grow  aloggish 

Smottldry,  hot,  awelteiing 

Snar,  to  snarl 

Snarled  hahre,  L  e.  entangled,  as  a 
skein  of  silk 

Sn^,  to  snub  or  cheok 

Snubbe$,  knobs  or  knots  in  wood 

Sddt,  turfs,  clods  of  earth 

Sold,  salary,  hire ;  a  aokUer'a  pay 

Soeme,  the  sum,  subsUnoe 

Soote,  sweet,  or  sweetly 

SoothU^,  Boochly,  true 

S0rf,  company.  In  tort,  in  such 
sort  or  manner 

Soueing,  plunging,  foiling 

Souldan,  Soudan,  Soldan,  a  king, 
tyrant,  soTereign 

Souvenaunee,  remembmace,  recol- 
lection 

Sovndet,  inlets  of  the  sea  between 
heedlands 

Soume,  sound.  With  Mkrieking 
towne,  B.  iii  C.  4.  8t.  SO. 

Stifle,  the  prav,  the  soiled  beast 

Spoee,  walk  abottt«  range  about 

Spatlet,  shoulders 

Sperre  the  gate,  bar  or  shut  the 
gate 

Sptrtfd  air,  for  dispersed  air 

SjriUf  to  sDoil,  to  destroy 

Sjntt,  shea,  scattered  over 

Spire,  to  breathe 

Spreftt,  sprinkled 

Springal,  s  jouth,  a  stripling 

SjnfoU,  esptals,  spies 


Spyre,  it  doth  spire  forth,  or  grow 

up  to  the  fairest  flower 
Stadle,  staff 

Stales,  incitements,  derioes,  tricks 
Stank,  weary  or  faint 
Starke,  atiff  with  cold 
Star-read,  doctrine  of  the  atars 

astronomy 
Steane,  for  stone 

Sted,  place,  seat,  station,  situa- 
tion 
Steeme,  smoke.    Stetmed,  had  ex- 
haled. 
Sieemed,  esteemed 
Stent,  stint,  stay,  stop 
Stept,  steeped,  soakea,  wetted 
Sterne,  tail 

Sterve,  to  perish,  to  die 
Steven,  sound,  noise 
Stire,  stir  or  more 
Stole,  a  garment,  a  matron's  robe 
Stolid,  stand,  station 
Stonied,  astonished,  or  stunned 
Stoond.    VidefitoitiMi 
Stound,  Stowndf  spaoe,   moment, 

season,  hour,  time 
Stoup,  in  fidconry,  when  the  hawk 

on  wing  strikes  at  the  fowl 
Stour,  Stomre,  fight,  stir,  trouble, 

misfortune,  fit 
Straine,  Strene,  raoe,  descent,  ft* 

mily,  origin 
Strayt,B.h.C,7.St,  40 
Streue,  distress 
Styoj  to  ascend,  to  mount  up 
Suboentf  subTerted,  overthiown 
Siiecesse,  succession 
Suffiued  etfotf  bedewed,  snilused 

with  tears 
Suppremng,  keeping  under 
Supprett,  rayished 
Surbet^  wearied 
Sureeate,  stop 

Sttrquedry,  pride,  presumption 
Sute,  suit,  petition,  request 
Swart,  swarthj^  black 
Stooning,  swerring,  giving  way, 

going  firom 
Sway,  management,  direction,  rule, 

motion 
Stpeath'bandt,  swathe  or  swaddling- 

bauds 
Swelt,  burnt,  suffocated  with  heat, 

fainted 
Swerved,  moved,  wandered  out  of 

bis  place 
Swinek,  labour 
Swound,  a  swoon  or  fainting  fit 

T. 

Targe,  a  buckler  or  shield 

ToMtel,  TottU,  a  twisted  or  bushy 
omsment  of  silk,  gold,  or  silrer. 
ToMtel  gent,  a  gentle,  tame  male 
hawk. 

Teade,  a  torch 

Teene,  Tiue,  Tyne,  trouble,  mis- 
chief, injury 

Tenor,  the  middle  part  next  the  base 


Thee,  thrive,  proaper.     Well  mote 

ye  thee,  B.  u.  C.  1.  8t.  SS. 
Thewet,    manners,  qnslificatmns, 

customs 
Thilk,  this,  that 
Tho,  then 
Thralled,  enslaved 
ThruUt,  slaves 
Thrill,  to  pierce  throagb 
Throw  that  latt  bitter  throw,  pain, 
panes.      Sa     mighty     threwee^ 
strokes,  blows.  Totiepatkrowet 
a  small  while  or  space 
Thrust,  Thirstie,  thirst 
Ttcfc/e,  slippery,  unsuble,  ticklish 
Tide,  awhile,  tune,  season,  sn  hour 
Tight,  tide 

Tind,  kindled,  excited 
lire,  rank,  row,  as  a  tire  of  ord* 

nance 
Tort,  wrong,  injury 
Totty,  dizzy,  tottering 
Tousd,  togged  and  hauled  about 
Tract  hu  tract,  by  tracing,  by  tract 

and  rooting 
Trade,  tread,  trace,  or   footstep. 

Do  Tnds,  do  walk 
Train,  Tvmyn,  the  train  or  taiU 
Likewise  ussd    for  trsaohery, 
deceit 
Tramsis,  nets 

Trantlated,  turned  them  to 
Trantmew,  to  transfonn,  tranamnte 
Trantverte,  awiy,  out  of  order 
Trast,  followed!    as  by  tract  or 

footing 
Traveik,  labour 

Treachour.     Treadistour,  traitor 
Treagus,  a  truoe,  cessation  of  arms ; 

agreement 
7rifitn,  of  a  tree,  wooden 
Trenehand,     Trenchant,     cutting 

sharp 
Troad,  path,  footing 
Trow,  believe,  imagine,  conceive 
Trust,  to,  a  term  in  falconry,  when 
the  hawk  raiMS  his  prey  aloft, 
and  then  descends  with  it  to 
the  ground 
Tumament,   Tumeyment,  Tumey, 
a  sort  of  single  combat  on  horse- 
back, commonly  with  lancee 
Tmribant,  a  turban 
Tway,  two;  m  Tway,  in  two.  His 

Twaine,  hia  couple 
Tweght,  twit,  upbraid 
Twitin,  to  blame,  to  upbraid 
ly^yfold,  twofold. 

V.U. 

Vaded,  gone 

Valaw,  value,  worth,  valour 

Vantage,  profit 

Fattfidfig,  advancing 

Vaunt,  to  boast 

Vellcnege,     rather   vHUnege,    thh 

meanest  and  lowest  of  tenure 
Venery,  hunting  of  wild  beasta^ 

B.  1.  C.  6.  SU  22. 


GLOSSARY 


ftngtr,  reyengsr 

Ventaylt,  the  fora  part  of  the  bd* 

met,  to  giTe  rent  or  ur  to  the 

face  by  lifiing  up 
Venttth  inio  tht  wmi,  maib  the 

wind 
Vtrt  the  maim  AiU,  tarn,  ihift 
Vttehy  bed,   (ehep.  CaL)  bed  of 

pease  straw 
ViUe,  Tile 

Ftrstayi ,  a  kbd  of  songs 
Vitnomii,    physiognoinyf   Tisage, 

aspect 
Umbrkre,  the  Tisor  of  the  hebnet 
UneouA,  unosoal,  strange,  harsh ; 

odd,  deformed 
Underfong,  attempt  by  nnftir  and 

indirect  means 
Undtr^mt,  the  sftemoon,  towards 

the  evening,  B.  iii.  C.  7.  St.  13. 
Undigfu,  not  dight,  disordered; 

loosened,  untied 
I/misacA,  difficult,  soarodjr,  with 

difficulty.     Sometimes  it  sig- 
nifies aunost 
Unktk,  to  disooTer,  to  bewray 
Unhent,  took  them  from  the  hearse 

or  temporsry  monument  where 

they  were  usually  hang^,  B.t. 

C.  3.  St.  sr. 
Unkempt,  unadorned,  or  Tdd  of 

grace  or  elegance 
Unkeitd,  not  bumn 
UnUek,  unlike 

Unpenmdst  nnpnmded,  not  fur- 
nished 
Unrett^  disquiet,  uneasiness 
Untoot,  unsweet 
Vtnoara,    unexpectedly,     incan« 

tiously,  unwarily 
Unweedng,  unknowing,  unawares, 

ignorant 
UnwUt,  not  thought  of,  unknown. 
Upifmtt,  burst  open 
Upbruyee,  upbraidings,  reproaches 
Upwreaked,  nnrerenged. 

W. 
Wage,9L  pledge ;  likewise  reward, 

wages 
Waift,  a  stray 
War,  worse 

iVar-hable,  able  or  powerful  in  war 
ffarf,  wary,  cautious.     Ware,  did 


WareUti,  stnpified 
War-old,  old  m  war  or  strife 
Warray,  to  make  war  upon,  to 

harrass  with  war 
Warrioureue, 

an  Amaxon 
Waidiei»  pale  blue 
fFowii,  waTes,   Upiam,     We 


a   woman-wamor, 


perhaps     for 

Way,  weigh,  ralue,  esteem 

Waymeni,  to  bewail,  lament 

Wayne,  Waine,  chariot 

Weal-away,  Wele-away,  alas! 

Ween,  Weenen,  imagine,  judge 

Weet,  to  know.     Tf^irt«ii,to  wit 

WeeUem,  unknowning 

WefU,  wafted.  W^,  wared, 
avoided,  put  off 

Wefi  (noon),  a  stray;  whsterer 
wanders  and  is  lost 

Well,  did  well,  spring,  flow.  To 
Weld,  to  more,  to  wield,  to  go- 
vern 

Wele,  weal,  welfare 

WeUte,  to  set,  decrease,  wither ; 
to  grow  fiunt 

WeUdn,  the  sky,  firmament 

Welier,  to  wallow 

Wend,  to  go.     Wend,  for 

VTsfiwd,  imagine 

Weni,  way,  journey,  Uptonm  Go- 
ing, course,  Hughet 

Wett,  to,  to  set  in  the  west 

Wet,  to  inersase,  to  grow 

Whaliy,  fuU  of  whales 

Whateo,  whatsoever 

Wheneo,  whensoever 

WKUome,  fFftyioms,  formerly,  some 
while  ago. 

Whiet,  hudied,  silenced 

Whit,  a  little  part 

Whot,  hot 

Whyteatt,  erewhile,  sometime  be- 
fore 

Wicked  herhee,  noxious,  poisonous 

Wield,  Weld,  manage,  handle,  go- 
vern, direct,  turn,  swsy,  6ic, 

Wight,  creature,  person 

Wfgktly,  quickly 

Wimble,  shifting  to  and  fto 

Wimpled,  folded  over  like  a  veil 

Wite,  guise,  appearance 

To  Wii,  to  know.  Wiit,  thought, 
knew 

Wite,  blame,  reproach 

WidUundt,  withbolden,  withdrew 

Woe  begonne,  far  gone  in  woe, 
overwhelmed 

Wonne,  is  used  in  two  senses ;  in 
the  first,  for  to  overcome,  gain 
the  victory,  from  to  win.  In 
the  second  place,  for  to  dwell, 
to  inhabit,  from  the  German 
teamen. 

Won,  to  use,  to  be  wont 

Wontt  custom,  manner 

WoOj  to  court,  or  win  by  courling 

Wood,  mad.     WoodueUt  madness 

Wot,  to  know.     Wotett,  knowest 

Wowed,  wooed,  for  the  rhyme 


Woxed,  waxed 

Wratt,  wrest,  for  the  rhyme 

Wreake,  to  revenge.     WrekUt 

venged 
WrtdkftU,  revengeftd 
H^r«s<,  wrist 
Wrixled,  wrinkled 
Wroken,  wreaked,  revenged 
WhyU,  beguile 
Whyte.    Vide  WiU, 

Ybet,  beaten 

Ybent,  bent,  inclined,  addicted 

Yblent^  blinded,  or  oonfounded 

Ytrent,  burnt 

Yelad,  clad,  clothed 

Yeleped,  called,  named 

Ydleae,  idleness 

Ydrad,  Ydred,  dreaded,  fesred 

Yeame,  earn,  get,  procure 

Yede,  Yeed,  Yeade,  to  go 

Yeoman  9  sometimes  signifies  aer- 

rant 
Yerke,  yerks,  jerks,  lashes 
Xetien,  given 

tTWv,  in  company,  together 
Yfattered,    fostered,     nouriahed, 

brought  up 
Yfraught,  freighted,  loaden 
YJretted,  the  same  as  fretted 
Ygoe,  gone 

K/r,  yet ;  for  the  rhyme 
Ylike,  alike 

Ymagtry,  images,  figurea 
ymolt,  molten,  melten 
Ympe,  impe,  offspring 
Yn^pt,  grafted  on,  fixed  on  as  a 

gruff 
Yod,  Vide  Yeed 
Yold,  yielded 
Yond,  beyond 

Yore,  of  yore,  anciently,  formerly 
Young^,  youth 
FotinAcr,  a  lusty  3roung  man 
Ypaid    Vide  Apaid 
Ypent,    pent   up,  or  folded  like 

sheep 
Ypi^t,  placed 
Yplatte,  placed 
YpUght,  plighted 
Yrapt,  wrapt  in  ecstacy 
Yre,  ire,  anger 
Yrent,  rent 
Yrived,  rived,  riven 
Yroke^  Ywreaken,  Ywroken,  wnwk 

ed,  revenged 
Yaame,  collected  together 
Yihend,  to  spoil,  to  disgrace 
Ywit,  Iwit,  truly,  indeed ;  to  my 

own    knowledge.      Sometimes 

used     expletively,   sometime* 

ironically. 
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